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The Lancaster County commissioners on Tuesday were asked to consider barring voters from
carrying firearms into polling places across the county.

Given discussions about the proposal at the board's weekly work session, however, they're not likely
to give the measure much consideration.

"The regulation of firearms is clearly not something that's within the county's purview," commissioners
Chairman Scott Martin said.

He added, "Under the Uniform Firearms Act, I don't believe we have the ability to regulate the firearms
… . I do not think we could address this, according to the law."

Mary Stehman, chief clerk of Lancaster County Board of Elections, brought the recommendation to
the commissioners in the form of a resolution.

The proposed resolution states, "Transportation of firearms into any polling place in Lancaster County
by any person, other than by a constable present at the polling place to preserve the peace, or a
police officer serving warrants or called upon to preserve the peace, is prohibited."

Stehman said she made the recommendation to the commissioners at the direction of the
Pennsylvania Department of State.

The issue of firearms in polling places was a topic of discussion at a statewide conference of county
elections officials held this summer, Stehman said.

"All of my peers assumed no one would ever carry a firearm into a polling place," Stehman said.

From those discussions, Stehman said, "It was recommended by the Department of State that we go
back to our counties and ask our commissioners to pass" this resolution.

Kevin Murphy, spokesman for the Department of State, said the department did not direct counties to
ask for a ban on guns.
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But he said the department did tell counties interested in banning guns at polling places to do so via
resolution.

"We said that if each county on an individual basis wants to have a ban on firearms, then they need to
clarify that through resolution," he said. "It's up to the counties to run their polling places."

State Rep. Bryan Cutler of Peach Bottom, an avid hunter and gun owner who serves on the House
Game & Fisheries Committee, agreed with Martin that counties cannot regulate where firearms can be
carried.

"The statute is pretty clear that no municipality can trump state law regarding firearms," he said.

Pennsylvania allows firearms to be openly carried or concealed with a permit anywhere except schools
and court facilities.

Cutler said he knew nothing about the Department of State's instructions to counties regarding the
possession of firearms in polling places until he was told about it Tuesday by a reporter.

But he said he plans to find out more about it.

"I find it disturbing they would try to do a run-around the state pre-emption statute," he said. "This is
clearly a legislative issue, and if they want the law changed, they should go through the Legislature."

Joe Keffer, owner of The Sportsman's Shop in New Holland, called the proposal, "a direct infringement
of Second Amendment rights. For them to little by little decide where we can and can't carry firearms
is just wrong."

The right to carry guns into polling places already has been challenged in Pennsylvania.

In 2007, a former Franklin County sheriff revoked a man's concealed weapons permit after the man
carried his gun into a polling place to vote in the November 2007 general election, according to an
article in The Herald-Mail newspaper of Chambersburg.

The man contested the revocation, and a Franklin County judge in January 2008 ordered the newly
elected county sheriff to return the permit, stating the voter had violated no law, the newspaper
reported.

Aside from the legal problems they see with adopting a Lancaster County resolution banning firearms
at polling places, Commissioner Dennis Stuckey said such a prohibition likely would be a logistical
nightmare.

"How do we police this?" he said. "If someone has a concealed carry permit, who stands at the door to
police this?

And special provisions would have to be made at all 235 polling places across the county to store
firearms surrendered by voters at the door, Martin said.

"I think this has some issues," county solicitor Don Lefever said of the proposed resolution. "My sense
is it's not a prohibition that we can enforce."

The commissioners pledged to review the proposed resolution and decide whether to proceed with it
at their weekly meeting at 9:15 a.m. Wednesday in the county administration building at 150 N. Queen
St.
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