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The Conservation Pledge 

I give my pledge as an  

American to save and faith-
fully defend from waste, the 

natural resources of my 
country; the soil, the water, 

the air, the minerals, the 
plant life and the wildlife. 

This is my Pledge! 
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Inside this issue: 

The U.S. Environ-
mental Protection 
Agency announced 
the award of 
$600,000 in brown-
fields grants to Pitts-
burgh’s North Side 
Industrial Develop-
ment Company 
(NSIDC). The fund-
ing will be used to 
assess abandoned 
industrial sites in and 
around Pittsburgh 
that may be contami-
nated with hazardous 
or petroleum sub-
stances so that they 

can be cleaned up 
and redeveloped. 

Brownfields are prop-
erties where real or 
suspected environ-
mental contamination 
has prevented pro-
ductive reuse of 
those properties. 

“EPA is committed to 
working with commu-
nities to redevelop 
Brownfields sites 
which have plagued 
their neighborhoods. 
EPA’s Assessment 

and Cleanup grants 
target communities 
that are economically 
disadvantaged and 
include places where 
environmental clean-
up and new jobs are 
most needed,” said 
EPA Administrator 
Scott Pruitt. “These 
grants leverage con-
siderable infrastruc-
ture and other invest-
ments, improving l 
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ready been con-
structed over much 
of the site. 

“EPA is confident 
that this cleanup 
plan provides long-

term protection of 
human health and 
the environment,” 
said Acting EPA 
Mid-Atlantic Region-
al Administrator 
Cecil Rodrigues. 

The U.S. Environ-
mental Protection 
Agency issued its 
final cleanup plan 
today for the BoRit 
Asbestos Superfund 
Site in Montgomery 
County, Pa. that in-
cludes establishing 
new safeguards to 
support capping 
work that has al-

“The plan was se-
lected after a de-
tailed investigation 
that included re-
searching multiple 
remedy options, and 
a public participation 
process that includ-
ed a 90-day public 
comment period.” 

(continued on page 3) 
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ocal economies and creating an environment where jobs can grow. I am very pleased the Presi-
dent’s budget recognizes the importance of these grants by providing continued funding for this 
important program.” 

Today’s announcement took place at the Foundry at 41st, a luxury apartment complex in the 
Lawrenceville section of the city, which is a former brownfields site that was assessed with a 
previous EPA grant to NSIDC. 

“The assessment coalition grants will allow our under-resourced communities to transform idle or 
contaminated properties back to reuse while allowing all of our city, county, and community part-
ners to address the housing needs and future job opportunities of the most impoverished resi-
dents of these once-thriving towns,” said NSIDC Executive Director Juan Garrett. 

With this $600,000 in brownfields funding, EPA has provided NSIDC with $5.6 million in EPA 
brownfields grants since 2005 to support cleanup and redevelopment projects. 

NSIDC, a nonprofit corporation, operates to promote the economic and community development 
of the North Side of the city of Pittsburgh and other areas in southwestern Pennsylvania.  The 
corporation works to enhance communities through job creation, physical improvement, and oth-
er community improvements. 

EPA’s funding announced today includes two grants. One for $425,000 will be used to assess 
properties for hazardous substances and the other for $175,000 will assess potential petroleum 
contamination. Some of the funding will also be used for community outreach. These grants 
were among 172 brownfields grants that EPA awarded nationwide this year. 

Studies have shown that residential property values near brownfields sites that are cleaned up 
increased between 5 and 15.2 percent and can increase property values within a one-mile radi-
us of that site. A study analyzing data near 48 brownfields sites shows that an estimated $29 to 
$97 million in additional tax revenue was generated for local governments in a single year after 
cleanup. This is two to seven times more than the $12.4 million EPA contributed to those brown-
fields. 

As of May 2017, more than 124,759 jobs and $24 billion of public and private funding has been 
leveraged as a result of assessment grants and other EPA Brownfields grants. On average, 
$16.11 was leveraged for each EPA Brownfields dollar and 8.5 jobs leveraged per $100,000 of 
EPA brownfields funds expended on assessment, cleanup, and revolving loan fund cooperative 
agreements. 

For more information about EPA’s brownfields program, visit: https://epa.gov/brownfields . 

Source: The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
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The cleanup plan incorporates work that has already been completed at the site which includes 
covering the asbestos-containing wastes, soils, and reservoir sediments with geotextile fabric, a 
minimum of two feet of clean material, and six inches of topsoil and vegetation. 

The BoRit site consists of three parcels: the park located in Whitpain Township; the asbestos 
pile in Ambler Borough; and the reservoir located in Upper Dublin Township. The reservoir is 
currently being reused as a waterfowl preserve and the park may be reopened in the future. 

In addition to the capping work that has been completed, the plan includes post-construction 
sampling, restrictions on future use, and long-term maintenance and monitoring.  EPA, which is 
funding all cleanup costs, estimates past and future costs at $27.1 million. This includes the 
completed capping work and future monitoring and long-term maintenance. 

The BoRit Asbestos Site was added to EPA’s National Priorities List in 2009 because the nearby 
residential population could potentially be exposed to airborne asbestos and to asbestos con-
tamination in and along Tannery Run, Rose Valley Creek and the Wissahickon Creek. 

The site was used to dispose of asbestos-containing material from the 1930s to the 1970s that 
came from a nearby asbestos-manufacturing plant. 

More details about the history of the site and cleanup work that has already been completed can 
be found at: www.epa.gov/superfund/boritasbestos and www.epa.gov/ambler 

This cleanup plan announcement follows EPA’s announcement of the Superfund Task Force 
recommendations to improve the Superfund program. 

The task force’s recommendations focused on five overarching goals: expediting cleanup and 
remediation, reinvigorating cleanup and reuse efforts by potentially responsible parties, encour-
aging private investment to facilitate cleanup and reuse, promoting redevelopment and commu-
nity revitalization and engaging with partners and stakeholders. 

Work to prioritize and reinvigorate the program by the task force has been initiated and will be 
ongoing into the future. 

The Superfund Task Force Recommendations can be viewed at 
https://www.epa.gov/superfund/superfund-task-force-recommendations 

Source: The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
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On behalf of Governor Tom Wolf, the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection 
(DEP) visited the Pioneer Tunnel Coal Mine tourism site to dedicate a new addition that repre-
sents a big piece of regional history: a 35-foot headframe from a local coal mine. 
 

“This project enhances the educational experience at Pioneer Tunnel and adds an asset to the 
local tourism economy, while providing a lasting reminder of the integral role anthracite mining 
plays in northeast Pennsylvania,” said John Stefanko, DEP Deputy Secretary for Active and 
Abandoned Mine Operations.  
 

The headframe once stood at Bowman’s shaft at North Mahanoy Colliery, where hundreds of lo-
cal workers passed under it to enter the mine during operations from the mid-1850s to 1931. 
 

The work on the abandoned mine land near the Pioneer Tunnel, completed in 2015, included 
salvaging the headframe; backfilling a 165-foot-deep mine shaft near several homes; and remov-
ing an old pump house, a deteriorated reinforced concrete electrical house and various concrete 
foundations. The site was regraded and revegetated.  
 

DEP awarded funding through the 2016 Abandoned Mine Land Pilot Program to Pioneer Tunnel 
to refurbish and erect the headframe at the tourism site.  
 

Project partners include the Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSMRE) at 
the U.S. Department of Interior; Ashland Borough; Ashland Community Enterprises; Keystone 
Anthracite; Pagnotti Enterprises; Pennsylvania Anthracite Heritage Museum; Pioneer Tunnel 
Group; and Schuylkill County. 
 

The OSMRE-funded Abandoned Mine Land Pilot Program includes 14 projects statewide target-
ed to areas where mine reclamation has strong potential for community and economic gain as 
well as environmental benefits. 

 

Source: Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 
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2015 Air Emissions Inventory for  

Unconventional Natural Gas Operations Released 

 

According to the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection’s (DEP) 2015 inventory 
of air emissions for the unconventional natural gas operation industry, emissions of methane 
and Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) from unconventional well sites and mid-stream report-
ing facilities increased from 2014 emission levels, while several other pollutants including nitro-
gen oxides (NOx), sulfur dioxide (SOx) and particulate matter (PM2.5) all saw decreases from 
2014 emission levels.  

  

The inventory represents 2015 emissions from unconventional natural gas production and pro-
cessing operations as well as compressor stations that receive gas from conventional and un-
conventional well sites and coal gas. Air emissions from the industry are required to be reported 
to DEP under Pennsylvania’s Air Pollution Control Act. 

  

“The inventory presents a mixed picture of emissions from the unconventional natural gas in-
dustry” said DEP Secretary Patrick McDonnell. “Certain pollutants are decreasing as best prac-
tices are implemented more widely through the industry, while others - including methane, a po-
tent greenhouse gas -  continue to increase, underscoring the need to do more to detect and fix 
leaks in order to reduce emissions.” 

  

Production from unconventional gas wells increased significantly, from 4.1 trillion cubic feet of 
gas in 2014 to 4.6 trillion cubic feet in 2015. 

  

“While methane emissions increased in 2015, other harmful pollutants like nitrogen oxides 
(NOx), sulfur dioxide (SOx) and particulate matter (PM2.5) all saw decreases from 2014 emission 
levels,” said McDonnell. 

  

The data reported for six major categories of contaminants are provided below: 

 

 

 

 

 



2015 Air Emissions Inventory for  

Unconventional Natural Gas Operations Released (continued) 
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UNCONVENTIONAL NATURAL GAS EMISSIONS BY YEAR 

Expressed in Tons per Year 

 

 

Even though the total tons of methane reported increased due mainly to the increase in the num-
ber of sources, the average emission per facility is staying relatively level.  The average me-
thane reported from each mid-stream compressor station decreased from 106.9 tons in 2012 to 
97.5 tons in 2015. The average emission per well site was 8.3 tons in 2012 and 5.8 tons in 2015. 
Year to year changes in other emissions are related to a variety of factors, including where wells 
are drilled and types of equipment being used.  

DEP has proposed changes to the general permits for new well sites and compressor stations 
that would reduce methane emissions from these sites and facilities. A comment period on the 
proposed changes closed on June 5, 2017. More than 10,000 comments have been received on 
the proposed permits. The proposed changes include increased leak detection and repair fre-
quency, a specific methane emission threshold for the installation of additional control and add-
ed requirements for additional sources. 

 

  

Year Well 
Sites Re-
porting 

Mid-

stream 
Facilities 
Report-
ing 

Nitro-
gen Ox-
ides 
(NOx) 

Particu-
late Mat-
ter (PM2.5) 

Sulfur 
Ox-
ides 
(SOx) 

Volatile Or-
ganic 
Com-
pounds 
(VOC) 

Me-
thane(CH4) 

2011 9,037 150 16,542 489 122 2,820 NA 

2012 8,962 453 16,304 557 99 3,606 122,589 

2013 10,275 447 17,616 609 157 4,776 107,815 

2014 10,010 508 21,423 812 257 5,961 107,735 

2015 10,287 534 20,090 630 176 6,410 112,128 
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DEP began collecting emissions data from owners and operators of unconventional natural gas 
sources in 2011. In 2012, DEP expanded the data reporting requirement to include mid-stream 
compressor stations that support the conventional natural gas industry. DEP again expanded the 
reporting requirements in 2013 to include data from mid-stream compressor stations that support 
coal-bed methane formations.  In 2015, DEP required pigging stations to be reported. The figures 
presented are calculated based on the estimated emissions of the equipment on site, per manu-
facturer specifications. 

  

In addition to compressor stations, other sources and activities of natural gas operations that 
DEP identified as part of the inventory include dehydration units; drill rigs; fugitive emission 
sources, such as connectors, flanges, pump lines, pump seals and valves; heaters; pneumatic 
controllers and pumps; stationary engines; tanks, pressurized vessels and impoundments; vent-
ing and blowdown systems; well heads and well completions. 

  

To view the complete emissions inventory summarized by company, source category, county 
and well farm, visit DEP’s website at 
http://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Air/BAQ/BusinessTopics/Emission/Pages/Marcellus-

Inventory.aspx 

 

Source: Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection’s (DEP) 



EPA Announces Innovative Mussel Research to Address Water Quality Issues 

PAGE 8 CONSERVATION COMMITTEE REPORT VOLUME 19 ISSUE 5 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency announced a new project to develop innovative 
methods to improve our understanding of the distribution of freshwater mussels. EPA will part-
ner with the West Virginia Department of Natural Resources, the Maryland Department of Nat-
ural Resources, and the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection in this effort. 

The project is one of 14 research projects announced today by EPA addressing priority envi-
ronmental and human health problems through partnerships among EPA’s research office, re-
gional offices, and states. 

“EPA encourages the use of innovative scientific approaches to help solve important environ-
mental problems,” said EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt. “By working with our state partners and 
engaging the public we can foster creative solutions to these challenges.” 

Freshwater mussels improve water quality by filtering and sequestering pollutants and sus-
pended particulates, nutrient cycling, and removing harmful toxins and pathogens that are 
threats to public health. Currently, it takes extensive time, effort, and money to assess mussel 
populations, but now it is possible to monitor mussels by collecting water and/or sediment sam-
ples and analyze for their DNA. 

This new method of detecting mussel populations lowers the level of effort in traditional fresh-
water mussel assessments and will help provide an early warning system for water quality 
changes, act as sensors for drinking water, and help promote mussel restoration and manage-
ment in regional watersheds. 

The research announced today is designed to address pressing environmental issues faced by 
the states. EPA is uniquely equipped to provide scientific expertise to help tackle these prob-
lems. 

The selected projects focus on non-point source nitrogen pollution, volatile organic com-
pounds, harmful algal blooms, roadway air pollution, and other environmental and human 
health issues across the country. 

The projects will employ innovative approaches including citizen science, crowdsourcing, a 
challenge competition, and advanced monitoring technologies. 

Learn more about this and the other projects at: https://www.epa.gov/innovation/2017-

regionalstate-innovation-projects.  

Source: The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
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The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced that it is providing the Virginia 
Department of Health a grant of $331,340 to support its coastal recreation water monitoring and 
public notification programs.  

“Swimming when bacteria levels are high can be harmful to human health,” said EPA Adminis-
trator Scott Pruitt. “This funding will help ensure that Virginia’s beaches are safe and enjoyable.” 

"Labor Day weekend is an important holiday for many people and businesses in our district,” 
said Congressman Scott Taylor (VA-2). “These funds support vital programs that monitor water 
quality and notify the public of hazardous bacteria levels. This means that locals and tourists 
can safely enjoy their time at the beach and continue visiting for many years to come." 

“EPA’s funding of beach monitoring is critical to our mission to protect the health and promote 
the well-being of all people in Virginia,” said Virginia State Health Commissioner Marissa Lev-
ine, MD, MPH, FAAFP.  “Our state’s natural waters are important resources and critical to our 
economy. With these monies, we can help assure that all Virginians and visitors who enjoy 
these beautiful, natural assets can do so safely.” 

These funds are provided under the Clean Water Act, as amended by the Beaches Environ-
mental Assessment and Coastal Health Act of 2000.  

The funding will be used during the 2018 swimming season to implement beach monitoring and 
notification to the public for approximately 50 sites in Norfolk, Virginia Beach, Hampton, the 
Newport News and Yorktown areas of the Peninsula Health District, the Eastern Shore of Vir-
ginia, and the counties of Gloucester and Mathews.  

The Health Districts will monitor the quality of water at Virginia’s beaches, and when bacteria 
levels in the water are too high, the public will be notified by posted beach warnings, or closing 
of the beach. For more information on Virginia’s Beach Monitoring and Notification Program, 
please visit: www.SwimHealthyVa.com. 

Source: The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 


