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DCNR thanks veter-
ans across Pennsyl-
vania and the country 
for their service. To 
honor these brave 
men and women, we 
aren’t limiting our sin-
cere “thank you” to 
one day only. 

We offer events, 
amenities, and out-
door experiences 

that can be enjoyed 
by veterans and their 
families throughout 
November -- and all 
year long. 

VETERANS AND 
THE OUTDOORS 

Many Pennsylvani-
ans enjoy the out-
doors because expe-
riencing nature -- 
through hiking, fish-
ing, picnicking, etc. --
 improves your mood 
and oftentimes pro-

vides physical bene-
fits. 

Being outdoors also 
positively impacts our 
veterans. Studies 
show that recreating 
in nature boosts vet-
erans’ mental well-
being, and provides 
many other emotion-
al, social, and physi-
cal benefits (PDF). 

(continued on page 2) 
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AND ALL YEAR LONG  
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GLACIERS AND GROUNDWATER: A PENNSYLVANIA CONNECTION  

www.acslpa.org 

Jack Walters—Conservation Chairman 

information on the 
commonwealth’s ge-
ology, geologic re-
sources, and topog-
raphy for the citizens 
of Pennsylvania. 

The expertise of the 
bureau’s geologists 
recently helped site 
a new well at Mo-
raine State Park that 
will provide high-
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DCNR’s Bureau of 
Topographic and 
Geologic Survey, 
also known as the 
Pennsylvania Geo-
logical Survey, has a 
mission of collecting, 
preserving, and dis-
seminating impartial 

quality drinking wa-
ter and save money.  

NEW WATER SUP-
PLY FOR MORAINE 
STATE PARK 

Moraine State Park 
opened in Butler 
County around 
1970. At 45 years 
old, a water 

(continued on page 4) 
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DCNR EVENTS FOR VETERANS AND FAMILIES 

 

To encourage veterans and their families and friends to get outside and enjoy our state parks 
and forests, and as a way for us to show our appreciation, DCNR has several planned events for 
Veterans’ Day and throughout November. 

Below are some celebrations and activities you won’t want to miss. You also can check our cal-
endar of events for additional opportunities. 

VETERANS APPRECIATION WALK AT PRINCE GALLITZIN STATE PARK 

Veterans and active military, and their families and friends, as well as anyone who would like to 
show their support and appreciation for our military, are invited to enjoy a walk in the park on No-
vember 4 from 1:00 P.M. to 3:00 P.M. Come to enjoy an autumn day outdoors, meet local ser-
vice men and women, and make new friends! 

STEEL CITY SALUTES THE TROOPS AT POINT STATE PARK 

Join us and our partners on November 11 from 10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. for a day of celebration 
at Point State Park in Pittsburgh. At this event, you will have the opportunity to: 

• Enjoy displays and observe equipment from local airmen, soldiers, sailors, and marines 

• Meet Pittsburgh Penguins Iceburgh and the Pirate Parrot 

• Participate in veteran-owned business networking opportunities 

• Enjoy the City of Pittsburgh’s Veterans’ Day parade at 10:30 A.M. 

VETERANS APPRECIATION DAY AT PRESQUE ISLE STATE PARK 

This year will mark the third annual Veterans Appreciation Day at Presque Isle State Park in 
honor of our veterans and active service members. Join us on November 11 from 8:00 A.M. to 
2:00 P.M. for a day of appreciation and programming that both veterans and non-veterans can 
enjoy. 

FREE TOURS FOR VETERANS AT WASHINGTON HISTORIC PARK 

Washington Crossing Historic Park will offer free tours to all U.S. veterans and active-duty mili-
tary personnel on Veterans’ Day, November 11, from 10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. This includes free 
tours of: 

• The Lower Park 

• The Thompson-Neely House and Farmstead 

• Bowman’s Hill Tower 

                                                        (continued on page 3) 
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HONORING VETERANS WORKING AT DCNR 

To honor DCNR staff who are veterans, we will be highlighting these individuals through DCNR 
Facebook posts in November. 

Visit our Facebook page (@padcnr) throughout the month to learn more about these brave ser-
vice men and women working to conserve our natural places. You may even spot someone you 
know! 

ACCESSIBILITY FOR DISABLED VETERANS, STATE PARK AND FOREST VISITORS 

 

If you, or a loved one, is a disabled veteran or has specific accessibility needs, DCNR is working 
to ensure you are able to access and enjoy our outdoor opportunities. 

More state parks than ever before are offering adaptive equipment, such as kayaks and 
kayaking gear, with staff continuing to be trained on their use. 

For more information on accessible amenities at state parks, explore DCNR’s interactive map. 
The map highlights which parks have accessible amenities and what types they offer (cabins, 
fishing piers, docks, etc.). 

For more detailed information about what accessibility features a specific state park or forest of-
fers, contact that state park or state forest. 
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 treatment plant that tapped surface water from Lake Arthur in the park is nearing the end of its 
intended life. 

DCNR’s Bureau of Facility Design and Construction suggested that perhaps the park could ob-
tain an adequate supply of groundwater from glacial sand and gravel, which might need less 
treatment than surface water. 

That’s when DCNR’s Bureau of Geologic and Topographic Survey was called upon to assist in 
selecting a site for a water well. Here’s what they did: 

• To select a suitable location, survey geologists inventoried records submitted by water-
well drillers since 1965, in the area around the western end of the park because that area had 
been glaciated. 

• They used the drillers’ description of the materials that the wells penetrated to draw a 
topographic map of the surface of the bedrock beneath the glacial sediments. 

• A site was selected in the deepest part of a buried valley. 

• The well was drilled under supervision by a contractor to 300 feet.  

The resulting well, based on a 48-hour pumping test, was measured to be capable of producing 
more than 2 million gallons of water per day, which considerably exceeds the current need of 
50,000 gallons per day by the park. 

 

WHAT DO GLACIERS HAVE TO DO WITH GROUNDWATER? 

The topographic map for a portion of Moraine State Park indicated the location of a pre-glacial 
valley of Muddy Creek. During the Ice Age, an advancing glacier dammed the west-flowing Mud-
dy Creek to form the ancestor of today’s Lake Arthur at Moraine State Park. 

When the glacier retreated, it deposited glacial sediment which to this day remains as a buried 
valley. Why did this matter? 

• Some glacial sediments are composed of grains of sand and gravel that are very porous, 
and can generally hold considerably more water than bedrock. 

• Most groundwater flow and storage in rock is through small fractures. 

• Valleys generally are eroded where the rock is the weakest. Often that weakness is due to 
a high concentration of fractures, through which groundwater in bedrock flows. 

Based on laboratory tests, the water quality of the new supply well at Moraine State Park is ex-
cellent, and will need minimal treatment. This will save considerable money in daily treatment 
costs. 

                                                            (continued on page 5) 
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Sometimes, scientific work produces information that seems to be of mostly academic interest. 
The presence of a pre-glacial stream valley, now hidden by glacial sediments, is one such ex-
ample. 

But scientific work also has practical applications that can result in significant value for citizens. 

Park visitors will soon benefit from the new plentiful source of drinking water! 

AVAILABLE DCNR RESOURCES 

You can learn more about geology and groundwater from resources available through DCNR’s 
Bureau of Topographic and Geologic Survey: 

• The Geology of Pennsylvania’s Groundwater (PDF) covers the basics of groundwater. 

• The Pennsylvania Groundwater Information System holds hundreds of thousands of wa-
ter well records. 

• Glacial geology in Pennsylvania is explained with DCNR maps and resources. 

• Geology of Moraine State Park (ZIP) is a guide that details more about the park. 
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By: DCNR  

 

As the state’s leading conservation agency, DCNR strives to protect millions of acres of public 
lands and waterways -- and to create a sustainable future. 

The agency strives to model practices that conserve and sustain our natural resources. Several 
of these green practices on DCNR lands include: 

• High-performing facilities 

• Solar energy 

• Transportation 

DRIVING TOWARD SUSTAINABILITY 

During October, Secretary Cindy Adams Dunn, DCNR staff, and others visited several locations 
that showcase the Wolf Administration’s commitment to high-performing buildings and the effi-
ciency of fleet vehicles. 

The “Driving Toward Sustainability” tour highlighted green practices already in use, and the road 
ahead for continued improvement. 

 

BUCHANAN FOREST DISTRICT RESOURCE MANAGEMENT CENTER 

 

Secretary Cindy Adams Dunn joined State Forester Dan Devlin and other officials in marking 
the opening of the new Buchanan State Forest headquarters in Fulton County. 

The energy-efficient building features exhibits that transform the lobby space into an interactive 
experience for state forest district visitors. 

The secretary shared that Pennsylvania manages state forests using sustainable practices to 
conserve them for the future, and the new exhibits at the Buchanan center will help tell that sto-
ry. 

The 9,700-square-foot building serves as the district’s office and support center for forestry pro-
gramming and operations. 

The sustainable features of the new building include: 

• Enhanced daylighting and views 

• Automatic energy control systems for efficiency 

                                                           (continued on page 7) 



DCNR LEADING WITH GREEN PRACTICES TO CONSERVE NATURAL RESOURCES  

(CONTINUED) 

PAGE 7 CONSERVATION COMMITTEE REPORT VOLUME 19 ISSUE 6 

• Landscaping with native plants 

• Sustainable stormwater management features 

 

Like many recent DCNR structures, the new Resource Management Center has been designed 
under the U.S. Green Building Council’s Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 
(LEED) Green Building Rating System. As one of DCNR’s 19 LEED-registered projects, it is an-
ticipated the building will receive LEED certification. 

With more 4,600 buildings in state parks and forests, DCNR spends millions of dollars on elec-
tricity each year. DCNR has pledged to use green and sustainable design techniques for all new 
and renovated building, infrastructure, and site projects. 

 

ELECTRIC AND HYBRID VEHICLE CHARGING STATIONS AT HARRISBURG’S 5TH STREET 
PARKING GARAGE 

 

The secretary shared the administration’s commitment to efficiency of fleet vehicles with a visit to 
charging stations for the department’s newly added electric vehicles in Harrisburg’s 5th Street 
parking garage. 

Eight vehicles and eight charging stations are available for the agency’s use around Harrisburg. 
Six of these vehicles are plug-in hybrids that run on both gasoline and electric batteries, and two 
are fully battery electric. 

DCNR collaborated with Park Harrisburg and PPL Electric Utilities on this project to create eight 
Level 2 charging stations for the agency’s use. 

DCNR manages more 1,600 vehicles. By focusing on the greening of this fleet, the initiative aims 
to reduce the amount of carbon emissions it releases into the atmosphere, and decrease fuel 
costs while increasing the agency’s energy independence. 

SOLAR ARRAY AT CALEDONIA STATE PARK 

 

Secretary Dunn and others visited a new small-scale solar array at Caledonia State Park that 
powers lights and hand dryers for a restroom at the park in its day use area. The restroom sits 
between two waterways, which made it a difficult location to run a power line. 

The solar array is one of five being installed on DCNR lands around the state to take certain 
buildings and facilities off the grid to save money and reduce the department’s carbon footprint. 

By the end of this year, DCNR’s solar installations should: 

                                                         (continued on page 8) 
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• Save more than $30,000 per year on electric 

• Reduce CO₂ emissions by 160 tons per year (the average car emits 6 tons per year) 

• Reduce energy consumption by 220,000 kilowatt hours per year (the average Ameri-
can home uses 10,812 kWh per year) 

LEARN MORE AND GET INVOLVED 

DCNR's green efforts are ramping up, and there is much more we all can do to conserve 
natural resources in Pennsylvania for future generations. 

You can join us in these efforts by learning more about DCNR’s green practices, and consid-
er what you can adopt at home by following iConserve PA on Facebook and Twitter. 

You also can sign up for DCNR’s biweekly e-newsletter resource, which offers helpful con-
servation tips in every issue.  

 



Auditor General: Audit Of Pittsburgh Water Authority Shows Urgent Need For  

Immediate Action  

PAGE 9 CONSERVATION COMMITTEE REPORT VOLUME 19 ISSUE 6 

Auditor General Eugene DePasquale Wednesday said his recent performance audit of the 
Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority, Allegheny County, shows PWSA’s deteriorating infra-
structure and financial distress has been caused by years of mismanagement, lack of leader-
ship, and impaired decision making due, in part, to influence by Pittsburgh city officials. 

“Everyone — customers, PWSA, even city officials — knows and acknowledges PWSA has ex-
treme financial, management, infrastructure and water quality problems,” DePasquale said. 
“PWSA customers are tired of hearing how broken everything is and want to start hearing about 
how the system is going to be fixed. 

“The PWSA board needs to immediately gain control of the situation and start doing what’s right 
for residents,” he said. 

Pittsburgh Water Authority officials issued these statements on the audit results-- 

"On behalf of the Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority Board of Directors, I would like to thank 
the Pennsylvania Auditor General and his team for their thorough and thoughtful performance 
audit,” said Board Chairperson Debbie Lestitian. “The Board will consider and act on many of 
these recommendations as we guide PWSA toward becoming the utility Pittsburgh expects and 
deserves.” 

PWSA Interim Executive Director Robert A. Weimar said, “The audit released today sheds light 
on the historical and structural conditions that have placed PWSA in a difficult position today. 
Fortunately, PWSA and its Board of Directors are currently taking action to stabilize infrastruc-
ture, invest in needed capital improvements, and adding to our leadership team who is commit-
ted to advancing the organization.” 

The 55-page audit report, which covers January 1, 2014, to June 30, 2017, contains one finding 
and 17 recommendations for improvement. 

Fix Broken System 

Pittsburgh residents have been plagued by the dysfunctional operations of the PWSA, including 
a heavy debt load, deteriorating infrastructure, constant operational problems, lack of leader-
ship and frequent senior-level turnover. 

PWSA serves 82,000 customers in the city who are all too familiar with these issues. Auditors 
found that there have been more than 3,500 pipe breaks since January 2014 alone, which is 
about 2.5 breaks per day.  

Additionally, PWSA is not able to bill about 50 percent of the clean water its system produces 
due, in part, to leaky pipes that cannot be located. The report also notes that water storage fa-
cilities and other equipment need to be replaced. 

“These problems didn’t happen overnight,” DePasquale said.  “Years-- decades even-- of mis-
management and lack of leadership caused the current situation that, at times, has endangered 
the health of Pittsburgh’s families.” 
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When the PWSA was created in 1984, the water and sewer system was over 70 years old. 
PWSA could not provide any documentation about the condition of the system at that time the 
authority was created, but DePasquale noted that his auditors’ review found the city used 
PWSA proceeds for non-system purposes from 1984 through 1995. 

In 1995, a new lease agreement was executed, which required the PWSA to issue revenue 
bonds in order to pay the city $101 million upfront for the opportunity to operate the system until 
2025. 

“This was a bad deal for residents who rely on PWSA for their water,” DePasquale said. “It also 
set the stage for the PWSA to continue to issue debt to deal with an old and deteriorating sys-
tem. Add in PWSA’s admission that routine system maintenance was not performed for years, 
as well as the authority’s obvious inability to find competent leadership, and it’s no wonder the 
system is broken.” 

PWSA attempted to fill the leadership void by contracting with Veolia Water North America 
Northeast to manage the system from July 2012 through December 2015. During that time, key 
operational positions were filled by Veolia, which managed the day-to-day operations with some 
oversight by the PWSA Board. 

The initial contract with Veolia was for one year with an optional six-month extension. The con-
tract was extended twice and Veolia was paid a total of $11,006,525. 

However, PWSA staff indicated that they anticipate other charges from Veolia for which it has 
not been invoiced. Collectively, invoiced and uninvoiced charges could total an additional $3 
million. 

“Part of Veolia’s compensation was based on the amount of cost savings realized by PWSA,” 
DePasquale said.  “So, it stands to reason that some decisions about repairs and upgrades 
may have been made to benefit Veolia’s profitability rather than to benefit PWSA and its cus-
tomers.” 

PWSA’s heavy debt load and poor financial position prevented adequate capital investments. 

PWSA’s bond and loan debt increased from $300 million in 1995, to $680 million in 2012 and to 
more than $750 million in 2016. PWSA’s working capital (current assets minus current liabili-
ties) has decreased from a positive $7.7 million to a negative $15.7 million from 2012 to 2016. 

On average, PWSA invested $31.4 million annually in capital improvements from 2012 to 2016.  
However, based on its size and value, on average the PWSA should have been investing $200 
million annually. 

“My audit shows that PWSA invested just 15 percent of what it should have in annual system 
upgrades and repairs. This lack of capital improvement investment contributes to the deteriorat-
ing infrastructure that continues to fail routinely, forcing whole neighborhoods to boil their wa-
ter,” DePasquale said. 
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Follow Roadmap To Recovery 

“It should come as no surprise that fixing PWSA’s water and sewage system could take dec-
ades and cost billions,” DePasquale said. “Stabilizing deteriorating infrastructure and investing 
in necessary improvements is obvious and, based on PWSA’s track record, customers are un-
derstandably concerned. PWSA absolutely cannot continue down its current path. 

“My recommendations provide a road map to help put the PWSA and its customers on the path 
to safe, reliable drinking water for generations of Pittsburgh families to come.” 

Get Handle On Water Give-Away 

“The number of poor business practices I found at PWSA is appalling, and many of them stem 
from the unfair and outdated 1995 co-op agreement between PWSA and the city,” DePasquale 
said. “This agreement is not only a financial burden to PWSA but is also a slap in the face to 
city residents. That agreement must be amended immediately.”  

The 40-year co-op agreement was created to establish which services the city would provide to 
the PWSA and how the PWSA would pay the city for these services. 

“The most troubling term of the co-op agreement is that PWSA provides the city with up to 600 
million gallons of free water each year,” DePasquale said. “Residents have to pay a PWSA bill 
every month, but 400 city-owned properties including public pools, parks and ball fields, the 
Pittsburgh Zoo and Phipps Conservatory receive free water.” 

DePasquale valued the 600 million gallons of water at approximately $6 million and $6.84 mil-
lion in 2016 and 2017. 

If over 600 million gallons is used, the PWSA may offset that cost against money owed the city.  
However, auditors found that PWSA does not know how much water the city actually uses each 
year because PWSA does not have a complete list of all city-owned properties that receive free 
water, and 90 percent of the city-owned properties do not have a water meter. 

“Right now, PWSA customers are paying for hundreds of millions of gallons of water used at 
city-owned properties,” DePasquale said. “Some of these are important city assets that help 
boost the economy, but the problem is, no one has a clue exactly how much water is being 
used. 

“We are talking about millions of gallons and, especially when funding is tight, the city and 
PWSA need to find balance in who pays for the water to these properties,” DePasquale said.  
“There are potentially millions of dollars at stake that could be used help offset rate increases 
for PWSA customers and be invested in improving the system.” 

For starters, DePasquale recommends that PWSA: 

-- Obtain a complete list of all properties owned by the city on a routine basis, and regularly and 
routinely update PWSA’s database. 
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-- Meter all city properties that currently are not metered. 

-- Begin using the meter readings to track the amount of water used by the city annually and bill 
the city for all water usage over the allotted 600 million gallons in accordance with the co-op 
agreement. 

The co-op agreement also requires PWSA to subsidize water service for city residents serviced 
by Pennsylvania American Water. This provision of the agreement basically means that PWSA 
is responsible for paying the difference between its rate (lower) and PAW’s rate (higher) for 
those city residents who are serviced by PAW. 

Auditors found that from January 2014 through December 2016, PWSA provided approximately 
$4.8 million in subsidy payments and PWSA waived $14.4 million in sewage conveyance charg-
es for PAW customers, totaling $19.2 million over three years. 

“In just over three years, the subsidy provision of this flawed co-op agreement and waived sew-
age fees cost PWSA customers $19.2 million,” DePasquale said.  “Not only are PWSA custom-
ers subsidizing water use for city-owned properties, but they are also subsidizing the water us-
age of residents serviced by a different company.” 

DePasquale recommends PWSA develop a strategy to reduce and ultimately close the subsidy 
gap between the Pennsylvania American Water company charges and the PWSA rates. 

Another costly provision of the co-op agreement is the requirement for PWSA to pay the city for 
direct expenses plus overhead. 

During the audit period, the city billed PWSA $7.15 million annually. Auditors found that invoic-
es covering the 2014, 2015 and 2016 calendar years did not contain detailed information as to 
what services were being billed. 

“When my team asked why PWSA was paying for these city bills that had no detailed explana-
tion, PWSA indicated that the practice was to just pay the bill,” DePasquale said.  “This is not 
just bad accounting or business practice, it’s just bad practice, period.” 

DePasquale recommends PWSA: 

-- Immediately request that the city provide detailed invoices (or detailed support) for each quar-
terly bill to verify charges for both actual direct expenses and overhead expenses. 

-- Discontinue payment of city invoices for services unless those invoices have complete docu-
mentation to show valid details of those charges. 

DePasquale also noted that, while not related to the co-op agreement, PWSA is paying for fire 
hydrant service charges invoiced by the various water companies, which totaled more than 
$960,000 during the audit period. 

Moreover, PWSA does not charge the city to service the city’s 7,400 hydrants in PWSA’s ser-
vice area, which could total $1.8 million annually. 
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“Implementing my recommendations immediately will help PWSA finances without placing un-
necessary burden on customers,” DePasquale said. 

Address Structure Of Board 

PWSA’s articles of incorporation require the city treasurer and director of finance to be perma-
nent members of the PWSA board. Pittsburgh’s home rule charter requires the mayor to ap-
point, and the city council to approve, a city councilperson as well as four additional members to 
the PWSA Board.  

Accordingly, all seven PWSA board members have direct or indirect ties to the city; and, cur-
rently, four PWSA board members are compensated by the city.  

DePasquale recommends PWSA amend its articles of incorporation to require that PWSA 
Board seats be filled by individuals not compensated by the city.   

“Either PWSA should be a separate independent authority and operate as such, or the city 
should operate the water and sewage system as part of the city’s functions,” DePasquale said. 
“Arguments can be made for either scenario, but there is no decent argument for keeping the 
dysfunctional current structure.” 

Secure Quality Leadership 

From January 2016 through June 2017, four people have filled the executive director position; 
three of them, including the current executive director, have filled the position on an interim ba-
sis. 

All five senior-level management positions turned over at least once, and four of the five posi-
tions experienced turnover since the start of the audit. 

DePasquale recommends PWSA hire and establish a qualified and experienced management 
team, including a permanent, full-time executive director committed to working through the 
tough problems and to leading and operating the PWSA in the best interest of its customers. 

“Quality leadership is essential for PWSA to make the necessary changes to benefit the resi-
dents of the city,” DePasquale said. “Quality leadership will also help ensure that there is not a 
repeat of the costly problems that occurred under Veolia’s management.” 

Move Forward With Cautious Optimism 

PWSA generally agreed with the audit finding and recommendations and has already begun to 
implement changes. 

“I am encouraged that the current PWSA board and management created a five-year capital 
improvement plan to more heavily invest in the PWSA’s infrastructure. If the plan is fully imple-
mented, PWSA would collectively invest more than four times what it had invested in the previ-
ous five years,” DePasquale said. 
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DePasquale said he appreciates the current PWSA board and management for their recent ef-
forts to seek professional guidance to help the PWSA comply with industry best practices and 
for demonstrating a commitment to working with the city to develop a new cooperation agree-
ment. 

“These actions are a good start, but they are only a start,” DePasquale said. “PWSA has a lot of 
work to do in order to regain the confidence of its customers and to prevent a total system col-
lapse. My recommendations can help PWSA accomplish this work.” 

Click Here for a copy of the complete audit. 

Source: PA Environment Digest 
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30-Day Public Comment Period on Reissuance Opens November 4 

 

In order to ensure the continued coverage of existing National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
(NPDES) permitted activities, the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) is taking a 
number of steps related to its General Permit for stormwater discharges associated with con-
struction activities. This General Permit, known as PAG-02, is required when a construction site 
larger than one acre will discharge stormwater to surface water bodies, and is the department's 
most commonly applied-for general permit for stormwater discharges associated with construc-
tion activities. 
 

On October 21, DEP extended the use of the NPDES General Permit for stormwater discharg-
es associated with construction activities (PAG-02) for one year, until December 31, 2018. The 
existing PAG-02 General Permit expires on December 7, 2017. This extension applies to PAG-

02 General Permit authorizations obtained prior to December 7, 2017. All authorizations ob-
tained prior to December 7, 2017 can be used through December 31, 2018. 
 

On November 4, DEP will publish notice of its intent to reissue the current PAG-02 for a five-

year term in order to allow the agency time to propose sound revisions to the current General 
Permit.  
 

The PAG-02 reissuance process requires: a) publication of proposed reissuance, which will oc-
cur on November 4; b) a 30-day public comment period which begins on November 4; c) U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) approval; d) consideration of public comments, if any; 
and e) publication of final PAG-02.  
 

DEP has requested expedited approval from the EPA to reissue the PAG-02 to minimize any 
gap between the December 7, 2017 expiration date and reissuance of the PAG-02. DEP would 
like to complete this process before December 31, 2017. 
 

After December 7, 2017, and before any PAG-02 final reissuance, applicants who wish to con-
duct earthmoving requiring an NPDES permit may apply for an individual permit. Please contact 
the relevant DEP Regional Office prior to preparation of an individual permit application. Individ-
ual permittees who were previously eligible for PAG-02 will be charged the current PAG-02 re-
view fee until the PAG-02 is reissued.  
 

DEP expects to propose revisions to the PAG-02 some time during the 5-year permit term; 
which revisions will include notice and a public participation process. 

                                                         (continued on page 16) 
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“DEP is taking steps to ensure the continued coverage of existing NPDES permitted activities 
while we work to revise the PAG-02 permit,” said DEP Secretary Patrick McDonnell. “Beginning 
this Saturday, interested parties may comment on the proposed PAG-02 reissuance. We en-
courage the public’s input on the reissuance of our existing General Permit.”  
 

The proposed PAG-02 is available at www.elibrary.dep.state.pa.us (select “Permit and Authori-
zation Packages,” the “Clean Water,” then “PAG-02”). DEP invites public comments on the pro-
posed draft. Interested persons are invited to submit written comments through December 3, 
2017. Commentators are encouraged to use DEP’s online eComment system at 
http://www.ahs.dep.pa.gov/eComment/. 
 

Written comments may be mailed to ecomment@pa.gov, or mailed to the Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection, Policy Office, 400 Market Street, P.O. Box 2063, Harrisburg, PA, 17105-

2063. All comments submitted during the 30-day comment period will be retained and consid-
ered in finalizing the PAG-02. 

Source: Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 



Sen. Baker’s Natural Gas Pipeline Safety, PA One Call Bill Signed 
into Law  
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Gov. Tom Wolf Monday signed into law Senate Bill 242 sponsored by Sen. Lisa Baker (R-

Luzerne) adding unconventional and larger conventional natural gas gathering lines to the PA 
One Call utility safety program. 

There are now an estimated 100,000 miles of unmapped natural gas pipelines in Pennsylvania 
vulnerable to hits from construction and digging equipment. 

Sen. Baker noted in a background memo on the bill there are more than 6,000 incidents of strik-
ing utility lines every year, with approximately half involving natural gas lines because facility 
owners do not join the PA One Call program or for other reasons. Click Here for more. 

Public Utility Commission members issued statements on final passage of the legislation. 

“There are about 6,000 reported hits on underground facilities across Pennsylvania every year, 
which means that a pipeline or other vital utility system is struck once every 20 minutes during 
the average workday,” noted Commissioner John F. Coleman Jr., who has been a strong advo-
cate for safety improvements. “Our goal from Day One is to cut the number of those incidents 
by eliminating exemptions and strengthening enforcement, as part of a focused program to re-
duce risks to our contractors, utility workers and residents.” 

“Speaking from my experience in the industry and as a farmer, I am acutely aware of the poten-
tial dangers of underground lines and the dependence workers in the field have in knowing 
where hazards lie,” PUC Vice Chairman Andrew Place told legislative leaders in a personal 
plea for enhancements to the PA One Call program. “Strengthening this program will impact 
both public safety and public confidence in energy and utility development across Pennsylva-
nia.” 

“We thank Sen. Baker for her prime sponsorship of this important legislation and the General 
Assembly for addressing this key safety issue,” said PUC Chairman Gladys M. Brown. “This is 
a step forward for utility, contractor and consumer safety in Pennsylvania and we will now turn 
our attention to implementing these improvements.” 

“Hits on underground utility systems are not only a hazard to workers and bystanders, but also 
result in service interruptions, possible environmental damage and costly repairs to damaged 
lines – which drives up the cost of utility service for everyone,” said Commissioner David W. 
Sweet. “The improvements to the PA One Call law are the result of a collaborative effort by leg-
islators, contractors, utilities, municipalities and other stakeholders, all with a shared goal of 
making Pennsylvania a safer place to live and work.” 

Source: PA Environment Digest 



Sen. Scavello's Bill On Solar Energy Credits Becomes Law In Admin Code Bill  
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Legislation originally drafted as Senate Bill 404 and sponsored by Sen. Mario Scavello (R-

Monroe) to require solar energy credits generated as part of the state’s Alternative Energy Port-
folio Standard to be purchased only in Pennsylvania became law this week when Gov. Wolf 
signed the Administrative Code bill-- House Bill 118 (Kaufer-R-Luzerne). 

“Solar energy isn’t a niche industry anymore, it is a viable addition to our diverse energy portfo-
lio,” said Sen. Scavello. “We have the best fabrication, engineering, manufacturing and distribu-
tion networks in the country. The solar energy industry and the clean energy sector in general, 
offers communities – both rural and urban – the opportunity to retool, reposition and modernize 
our economy to attract additional 21st century jobs.” 

The 2004 Alternative Energy Portfolio Standards requires that increasing percentages of elec-
tricity sold in Pennsylvania be generated through alternative energy sources like solar energy. 

Solar renewable energy credits (SRECs) are used to demonstrate compliance with the Alterna-
tive Energy Portfolio Standards Act through the purchase of these credits from homeowners 
and businesses with solar panels. 

However, Pennsylvania remains at a competitive disadvantage when compared to our neigh-
boring states. Pennsylvania currently allows out-of-state systems to sell SRECs in the Com-
monwealth. 

“Act 40 of 2017 essentially ‘closes the borders’ of the Commonwealth on SREC purchases, 
similar to many neighboring states,” said Sen. Scavello. “Electric distributors will now have to 
purchase their credits from within the Commonwealth, protecting Pennsylvania-based solar 
credits and putting us in line with many of our neighboring states. In addition, ‘closing the bor-
ders’ ensures that Pennsylvania ratepayers are supporting jobs, investment and tax revenue 
here in Pennsylvania.” 

Source: PA Environment Digest 

 


