
Volume 22 Issue 1 

Conservation Committee Report 

Allegheny  County  Sportsmen’s  League  

The Conservation Pledge 

I give my pledge as an  

American to save and faith-
fully defend from waste, the 

natural resources of my 
country; the soil, the water, 

the air, the minerals, the 
plant life and the wildlife. 

This is my Pledge! 

DEP Agreement with 
Hemp Facility Allows 
Resumption of Lim-
ited Operations and 
Stricter Enforcement  

5 

Forest Conservation 
Award for Boy and 

Girl Scouts 

7 

PA State Parks, For-
ests Offering Visitors 
a Winter Playground 

11 

Act 54 Report Again 
Finds 40% Of Streams 
Suffered Loss Of Flow, 
Pooling, Reduction In 
Biological Activity Due 
To Impacts From Un-

13 

Hawk Mountain 
Sanctuary Completes 

85 Years Of Migra-
tion Count Data; Up-
date On Other Pro-

17 

DEP Reminds Pennsyl-
vanians to Take a Com-
monsense Approach to 
Home Heating Oil and 
Propane Supply for a 

19 

  

Inside this issue: 

Strict oversight of 
restoration of 
streams and other 
water supplies im-
pacted by coal min-
ing in western Penn-
sylvania led to a dra-
matic decrease in 
resolution times, ac-
cording to a report 
prepared by the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh 
for the Pennsylvania 
Department of Envi-
ronmental Protec-
tion.  

 

The report, which is 
required under Act 
54 of 1994, outlines 
the impacts of bitumi-
nous coal mining on 
land and water. The 
report covers 2013-

2018 and is the fifth 
assessment of the 
program. Under-
ground coal mining, 
including longwall 
mining, can have im-
pacts on surface 

structures like homes 
and buildings and on 
water resources like 
streams, rivers, and 
lakes. The report 
documents these im-
pacts and the actions 
taken to remediate 
them.   

The report found that 
mining operations 
were responsible, 
and the company 
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DEP Details Effects of Underground Coal Mining in Western 
Pennsylvania, Reminds Residents to Check for Mine Subsidence 

Risks 

December 2019 January 2020 

DEP Issues Historic $30.6 Million Penalty Over Revolution Pipeline 
Violations 

www.acslpa.org 

Jack Walters—Conservation Chairman 

$30.6 million civil 
penalty to ETC 
Northeast Pipeline 
(ETC) for violations 
related to the 2018 
Revolution Pipeline 
explosion and fire. 
The penalty is one 
of the largest civil 
penalties collected 
in a single settle-
ment. 

 

Department Collects 
One of the Largest 
Civil Penalties in 
Single Settlement 

History 

 

The Pennsylvania 
Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection 
(DEP) announced 
that it has issued a 

“ETC’s lack of over-
sight during con-
struction of the Rev-
olution Pipeline and 
their failure to com-
ply with DEP’s Octo-
ber 2018 compli-
ance order demand-
ed serious account-
ability.  

(continued on page 3) 
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 liable, for 192 impacted water supplies from 2013-2018. This is down from 371 for the previous 
reporting period (2008-2013). The time to resolve operator-liable water supply issues dropped 
from 415 days in the 2008-2013 report to 302 days in the 2013-2018 report. DEP has been 
working with the industry to improve response times.  

 

“This report is a good reminder of the effects of mining, and the need to mitigate those effects to 
ensure that underground mining can coexist with neighbors on the surface,” said DEP Secretary 
Patrick McDonnell. “This is also a good reminder to residents to check to see if their homes 
could be at risk of subsidence related to historic coal mining activity.”  

 

A total of 28,854 acres were mined in Pennsylvania, with longwall mining accounting for 62 per-
cent of the total acreage, room-and-pillar mining 29 percent, and pillar recovery 9 percent. This 
reflects a 7 percent decrease from the previous 5-year reporting period, even though more 
mines are in operation.  

 

Cracked foundations, collapsed walls, and even homes sinking into the ground are all possible 
impacts of underground mine subsidence, which is not typically covered by homeowner’s insur-
ance policies. A subsidence event can occur at any time and cause sudden, significant damage, 
often exceeding $100,000 or total loss of the structure. Mine subsidence occurs when the 
ground above an old or abandoned mine cavity collapses. 

 

Residents are encouraged to check for risks of mine subsidence here.  

 

DEP administers low-cost mine subsidence insurance (MSI) coverage through the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania. The average policy of $160,000 costs about $7 a month, and senior citi-
zens are eligible for discounted rates. 

 

The 2013-2018 Act 54 Coal Mining Report can be found here. 

 

More information on Mine Subsidence Insurance, including a Risk Assessment Tool, can be 
found here. 

Source: Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection.  
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Their inaction led directly to this unprecedented civil penalty,” said DEP Secretary Patrick 
McDonnell. “DEP is committed to holding permittees accountable for permit compliance and will 
continue to provide active and stringent oversight over the construction of their projects. Permit-
tees are obligated to ensure that their projects are constructed without incident and in full compli-
ance with permits. If a permittee fails to do so, they will be held accountable.” 

 

On September 10, 2018, a landslide occurred along the Revolution Pipeline in Center Township, 
Beaver County. When the landslide occurred, a section of the pipeline separated, allowing gas to 
escape from the pipeline. The gas ignited, causing a fire that burned several acres of forested 
areas; destroyed a single-family home, a barn, and numerous vehicles; resulted in the evacuation 
of nearby residents; and caused six high voltage electric transmission towers to collapse. Fortu-
nately, no one was harmed in this incident. 

 

DEP’s subsequent investigation determined that ETC, which is a subsidiary of Energy Transfer 
Partners, had not stabilized a number of areas along the pipeline resulting in additional slides. 
ETC also failed to properly implement or maintain hundreds of best management practice con-
trols to address stormwater runoff. The full investigation also found that during construction of the 
pipeline, ETC had illegally impacted numerous streams and wetlands along the length of the 
pipeline right of way. 

 

In the Consent Order and Agreement (COA) between DEP and ETC, $28.6 million will go to the 
Oil and Gas Program Fund and Clean Water Fund. Revenue in these funds will buttress the de-
partment’s oversight of oil and gas development statewide, including pipeline projects, and will 
also provide financial assistance to water remediation projects across the state. An additional $2 
million will go toward a DEP-approved community environmental project or projects that will ben-
efit Pennsylvania’s environment and the waters of the commonwealth.  

 

In 2019, ETC employed a new management team for the project and new consultants from Penn-
sylvania to address all of the outstanding issues with this project. After a detailed review by the 
department, on December 13, 2019, DEP approved, with conditions and an implementation 
schedule, a temporary slope stabilization plan, a landslide hazard evaluation, and an updated 
erosion and sedimentation control plan which are also incorporated as conditions of the COA. 
The COA also requires ETC to restore and mitigate stream and wetland impacts that occurred 
during the construction of the pipeline and to permanently stabilize all areas in and along the 
pipeline corridor. 

                                                          (continued on page 4) 
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As a result of the COA, ETC has demonstrated its intention to correct its unlawful conduct to 
DEP’s satisfaction; therefore, DEP will lift the nearly year-long permit bar currently in place. This 
will allow DEP to issue, over time, approvable horizontal directional drilling (HDD) re-evaluations 
to enable HDD or other more appropriate methods to be completed on the project. These actions 
will not occur all at one time but rather over a period of months. The company has agreed to in-
form the agency where and when it will be doing work so that DEP can ensure a field presence 
during this work going forward. It will also allow DEP to accept new permit applications and to act 
on other pending authorization requests when reviews are complete. 

 

The Clean Streams Law permit bar, issued in February, was the broadest and longest bar to 
have been placed on any company in Pennsylvania. 

 

The COA provides for reinstatement of the permit bar in the event of noncompliance by ETC. In 
addition, ETC’s failure to comply with any terms and timelines in the COA could result in addition-
al and historic stipulated penalties of $20,000 per day, per violation and any other additional en-
forcement required and within DEP’s legal authority.  

  

“DEP will continue to carefully monitor ETC’s activities to ensure that ETC meets the terms of this 
agreement and all approved permits,” McDonnell said. “The conditions imposed by this agree-
ment seek to ensure that ETC will get this right. Anything less is unacceptable.” 

 

Source: Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 
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The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has entered into a consent 
order and agreement (COA) with Patriot Shield Pennsylvania, LLC (Patriot Shield), a hemp 
drying, processing, and storage facility in Jeannette, Westmoreland County, addressing air 
quality violations. This COA replaces the administrative order issued by DEP on November 27, 
2019, which stemmed from several citizen complaints of malodors. 

  

Since issuance of the administrative order that required Patriot Shield to cease operation, DEP 
verified compliance with the order, met with the operator, and conducted an inspection of the 
facility that included a limited demonstration of the hemp processing operation to assist the de-
partment in evaluating Patriot Shield’s process. DEP received a request for determination of 
minor significance (RFD) from the company on December 6 for processing and storage and 
determined on December 17 that those specific activities are exempt from plan approval or 
permitting requirements. Accordingly, Patriot may engage in hemp processing and storage ac-
tivities as documented in the RFD.  

 

This COA imposes additional monitoring and odor abatement requirements on Patriot Shield, 
requiring the company to conduct a technical study into technologies and equipment for venti-
lation and odor control for the facility and to apply to install such equipment as appropriate. 
This agreement does not affect the authority of other government entities; Patriot Shield is obli-
gated to comply with all applicable local, county, state, and federal laws and regulations. 

 

However, Patriot Shield is still prohibited from drying hemp unless and until it receives sepa-
rate authorization from DEP. Drying operations are seasonal and not anticipated to resume 
until September 2020. If the operator wishes to conduct drying operations in 2020 and beyond, 
it must submit an RFD including an odor control plan before March 2020.  

 

Under the COA, Patriot Shield is assessed a civil penalty of $29,000 with a schedule for pay-
ment. Importantly, the operator is subject to an escalating scale of stipulated penalties for fu-
ture malodor violations that start at $8,000 and can grow to as much as $25,000 for the fourth 
day of violation.  

 

 

 

                                                            (continued on page 6) 
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The COA imposes a tighter enforcement standard for odors on Patriot Shield than the regula-
tions provide. State regulations define malodor as “an odor which causes annoyance or dis-
comfort to the public and which the department determines to be objectionable to the public,” 
and is subject to enforcement action if DEP verifies that the malodor exists outside the proper-
ty line of the operation. In other words, the regulations require corroboration of the malodor be-
tween the public and DEP. In contrast, this COA prohibits objectionable odors and allows DEP 
to independently verify malodors without also receiving citizen complaints. DEP will continue to 
conduct periodic inspections and respond to any citizen complaints related to Patriot Shield’s 
operations.  

 

As the hemp industry in Pennsylvania matures, DEP reminds small businesses (with up to 100 
employees) that the Pennsylvania Environmental Management Assistance Program (EMAP) 
offers free and confidential assistance with application writing, emission calculations, compli-
ance assistance, help them with the technological understanding of air quality equipment, and 
more. Additional resources for small business that may be subject to environmental regulatory 
requirements are available through DEP’s Small Business Ombudsman’s Office.  

 

Source: Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 
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The purpose of the Forest Conservation Award program is to make scouts more aware of the 
many benefits our forests provide and to give them an opportunity to learn more about forests as 
valuable natural resources. 

This program recognizes both boy and girl scouts in Pennsylvania for their outstanding efforts in 
completing merit badges, patches, and projects associated with our natural resources. 

Upon completion of the outlined requirements, scouts receive a certificate and a multicolored 
shoulder patch. 

Boy Scouts Award Application Information 

To qualify for the award, a boy scout must earn the forestry merit badge and any two of the fol-
lowing forestry-related merit badges: 

• Nature 

• Woodwork 

• Wilderness Survival 

• Environmental Science 

• Pulp and Paper 

• Orienteering 

• Soil and Water Conservation 

• Insect Study 

• Botany 

• Landscape Architecture 

• Plant Science 

• Weather 

To apply, please fully fill out the Boy Scouts Forest Conservation Award Application. 

Each council produces its own application. To expedite the processing of the applications, the 
following items must be included on the application: 

• Name of scout printed neatly or typed. 

• Complete address of where the troop meets. 

• Time and day of week they meet. 

• Scoutmaster's name, home phone number, and mailing address. 

                                                     (continued on page 8) 
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• Completion date of the forestry merit badge and the names and completion dates of any 
two of the appropriate merit badges. 

• IMPORTANT: Council approval. We like to communicate with the council rather than the 
individual troops. We will not approve an application that is not confirmed by the council. 

Girl Scouts Award Application Information 

To qualify for the award, a cadet/senior girl scout must complete the following: 

• Complete the Legacy Naturalist Badge, according to your grade level: 

• Brownie: Bugs 

• Junior: Flowers 

• Cadette: Trees 

• Senior: Sky 

• Ambassador: Water 

• Complete the Adventure Skill Builder Badge, according to your grade level: 

• Brownie: Letterboxer 

• Junior: Geocacher 

• Cadette: Night Owl 

• Senior: Traveler 

• Ambassador: N/A 

• Complete the It’s Your Planet -- Love It! Journey, according to your grade level: 

• Brownie: WOW (Wonders of Water) 

• Junior: Get Moving! 

• Cadette: Breathe 

• Senior: Sow What? 

• Ambassador: Justice 

 

 

                              (continued on page 9) 
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For your reference, the levels and associated grades are: 

• Brownie: Grades 2-3 

• Junior: Grades 4-5 

• Cadette: Grades 6-8 

• Senior: Grades 9-10 

• Ambassador: Grades 11-12 

When the girl scout has completed the requirements for the award, the leader should send the 
application to the Girl Scout Council for verification. 

To apply, please fully fill out the Girl Scouts Forest Conservation Award Application. 

To expedite the processing of the applications, the following items must be included: 

• Name of Girl Scout printed neatly or typed. 

• The badges completed (with completion dates listed) that qualify her for the award. 

• Complete address of the troop meeting place. 

• Time and day of the week that the troop meets. 

• Troop leader's name, home phone number, and mailing address. 

• Name and complete address of council. 

• IMPORTANT: Council member's signature or initials are required, as well as the date that 
the application was approved. 

Applying for and Receiving the Award 

The council should forward the application to: 

DCNR -- Bureau of Forestry Communications Section 

P.O. Box 8552 

Harrisburg, PA 17105-8552 

Upon approval of the application, the patch and certificate will be sent to the troop leader for 
presentation of the Conservation Award. 

 

 

 

                                                          (continued on page 10) 
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Additional Information 

Boy Scouts Application for the Forest Conservation Award (PDF) 

Girl Scouts Application for the Forest Conservation Award (PDF) 

Questions? 

If you have questions about the award, please contact DCNR's Bureau of Forestry at 717-787-

2703. 

Source: PA DCNR 
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 With the official arrival of winter, Department of Conservation and Natural Resources Secre-
tary Cindy Adams Dunn is reminding outdoors enthusiasts Pennsylvania’s state forest and park 
systems again are rolling out the welcome mat for winter visitors intent on enjoying cold-

weather, outdoor fun. 

“As the temperatures turn seasonable and snow and ice accumulate in some areas, we extend 
an invitation to head to woodlands, lakes, and trails and enter a new world of outdoor excite-
ment and adventure,” Dunn said. “We invite visitors to try sledding at a nearby state park or 
stroll on a forest trail and enjoy the beauty and peace winter landscapes offer. For others, 
snowmobile and ATV trails have opened, and hunters and anglers will be heading to our state 
forests and parks for late-season hunting and ice fishing.” 

Following the December 14 close of Pennsylvania’s regular deer hunting season, snowmobil-
ing began December 15 and will close April 1, 2020, in state forests and parks where condi-
tions permit. This season, snowmobile riders in Pennsylvania’s state forests and parks have 
access to 3,000 miles of marked joint-use state forest roads, closed roads, and trails in 18 of 
the state’s 20 state forest districts and in 32 state parks. Winter ATV trails stretching more than 
170 miles in seven state forest districts also opened December 14. 

When winter weather cooperates, state parks and forests also are the scene of coordinated 
winter festivals with games, dog-sled races, sleigh rides, and fun competitions for families. 
Some examples in the coming week: 

· For the cross-country skiing enthusiast, more than 330 miles of marked cross-country 
ski trails are offered on Pennsylvania’s more than 2.3 million acres of state forestland. 
Also available are nearly 400 miles of groomed and un-groomed cross-country ski trails 
in 73 state parks. Downhill skiing is offered at Blue Knob State Park, Bedford County; 
Laurel Mountain State Park, Westmoreland County; and Camelback (Big Pocono State 
Park), Monroe County. Skiing is not being offered this season at Denton Hill State Park, 
Potter County. 

· Most state parks with bodies of water are open, weather permitting, for ice-skating, ice 
fishing, and ice boating. Sledding, tobogganing, and snowshoeing also are available at 
many parks. 

· Archers, muzzle-loaders, and other late-season hunters are reminded that more than 
400 miles of normally gated state forest roads were opened for the late fall and early 
winter seasons to provide easy access to often remote areas. As much as 3,040 miles 
had been open to hunters, but openings and closings are at the discretion of local forest-
ry officials and are weather-dependent. Hunters are urged to check with forest district 
offices about specific roads. 

 

 

                                               (continued on page 12) 
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· The Nature Inn at Bald Eagle is one of Pennsylvania’s great launching points for winter 
activities like cross-country skiing at Bald Eagle State Park, Centre County, or for those 
seeking outdoor adventures in the Pennsylvania Wilds. The Nature Inn offers modern 
overnight accommodations and breakfast. Guests can relax in front of a large stone 
fireplace in the great room to warm up after outdoor activities. 

· Several state parks have winter cabin rentals available. Cabin reservations can be 
made by calling the toll-free information and reservation line, 1-888-PA-PARKS (1-888-

727-2757). It operates Monday through Saturday from 7:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.. 

· DCNR provides condition updates on its toll-free, snowmobile hot line, 1-877-

SNOMBLE (1-877-766-6253); or 717-787-5651. Recorded messages providing reports 
on snow depths and trail conditions across the state are updated mid-day each Tues-
day and Thursday. DCNR also provides weather and condition reports online for state 
parks and forests. 

· All snowmobiles and ATVs in Pennsylvania must be registered with DCNR’s snowmo-
bile/ATV Unit. For more information on registration, call toll free (866) 545-2476 or visit 
DCNR’s website. 

· For details on ice and snow conditions, or winter festivals at state parks and forests, 
visitors also may call the nearest state park or state forest district office.   

· For more information, call 717-783-7941 (Bureau of Forestry) or 717-772-0239 (Bureau 
of State Parks). Both bureaus have online information posted and activities are being 
scheduled throughout the state.  

·  

Source: Department of Conservation and Natural Resources 
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On December 19, the Department of Environmental Protection released the 2013-2018 Act 
54 Assessment Report, the fifth in a series of reports required by Act 54 of 1994 document-
ing the impacts of underground coal mining on surface structures, water supplies, streams, 
land damage, groundwater and wetlands. 

The report, done by the University of Pittsburgh, analyzed the impacts of 49 underground 
bituminous coal mine operations which undermined 28,854 acres in Greene and Washington 
counties during the reporting period of 2013-2018. 

Stream Damage 

Of the 86 miles of streams undermined deep coal mining, 59 miles or 40 percent experi-
enced multiple impacts such as loss of flow or pooling and on average their Total Biological 
Score declined significantly. 

In the last Act 54 report covering 2008-2013 in 2015, the University of Pittsburgh also found 
40 percent of the streams undermined by deep coal mining suffered the same sorts of im-
pacts. Click Here for more. 

Of the 82 Stream Recovery Evaluation reports mining companies are required to do where 
there are impacts, mining operators were released from further responsibility for 42 of the 
streams.  40 of the SRE reports remain unresolved. 

 The report found, “An alarmingly high proportion of SRE reports did not contain the amount 
of monitoring data suggested by technical guidance.” 

“Many more stream impacts have not yet had an SRE report submitted to the DEP, indicat-
ing that the majority of the 179 stream impacts during the 5th assessment period have yet to 
be resolved and released,” according to the report. 

“Heaves and fractures in stream beds can occur following undermining. Fracture sites under 
those conditions have occurred at distances as long as 1,500-ft from the mining front. 

“During the 5th assessment period [this report], 12 instances of fish kills resulting from flow 
loss on nine undermined streams were reported with an additional fish kill due to contaminat-
ed augmentation water.” 

“Grouting was performed 60 times on 46 streams during the 5th assessment, for a total of 
8.65 miles of grouted stream beds. About 1/8th of grouted streams are re-grouted when the 
first grouting is not effective. 

“Synthetic stream liners were employed in two places on Polen Run for which grouting was 
predicted to be ineffective, for a total of 4,500 ft of liner installation. 

 

                                                       (continued on page 14) 
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“Alluvial amendments using bentonite clay were employed on five streams during the 5th as-
sessment period, covering 8,925 ft of stream bed.” 

The report also found, “Groundwater monitoring is conducted quarterly. This schedule does 
not capture changes in groundwater occurring during undermining that can be reliably com-
pared with related changes in surface water conditions. 

“This limits evaluation of subsidence effects on groundwater and the associated impact to sur-
face waters. Most of the water sources used for 92 augmented streams were groundwater 
sources.” 

Click Here for report on Stream impacts. 

Water Supplies Impacts 

The report found 379 water supplies were affected underground of which 192 were deter-
mined to be the mining company’s fault and 73 were categorized as interim resolutions.  There 
were 2,353 water supplies undermined in all during the reporting period 

Of those affected, 25 percent were impacted by pillar recovery, 18.9 percent by room-and-

pillar mining and 14.1 percent were impacted by longwall mining. 

Of the 192 water supplies affected, mining companies took an average of 426 days to resolve 
the issue and 150 days if the company purchased the property affected. 

Of those water supplies not the fault of mining companies, it took an average of 154 to resolve 
and withdrawn claims took an average of 303 days. 

Fifty-four percent of all company-liable water supply effects were settled through an agree-
ment between the mine operator and the property owner. 

Click Here for report on Water Supply impacts. 

Structural Damage 

Of the 3,612 structures undermined during this period, there were a total of 391 effects from 
active mines and an additional 64 reported impacts from mines there were in active during 
2013-2018 totalling 455 structures. 

Of the 455, 247 structures-- 54 percent-- were found to be the mining company’s fault with the 
remaining 208 reported effects had a company not liable resolution or are still in interim reso-
lution (109). 

The most commonly undermined structures were homes. 

The average time for all structural final resolutions was 162 days.  This is down slightly from 
previous reports. 

                                                       (continued on page 15) 
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Click Here for report on impact on Structures. 

Wetlands Damage 

An estimated 90.7 acres of wetland habitat were undermined and of the five longwall mines 
reporting pre- and post-mining wetland acreage, only one mine reported a loss of wetlands 
acreage, the others reported a slight gain due to stream and other changes to the landscape. 

Enlow Fork reported the loss of 27.2 acres of wetlands which represented 25 percent of the 
pre-mining wetland acreage during the 2013-2018 reporting period. 

The Dutch Run and Whiteley Creek mitigation projects were implemented to compensate for 
losses over Cumberland mine during the 4th assessment and created 5.08 acres of wetland, 
less than the mitigation target of 6.19 wetland acres. 

Click Here for the report on Wetlands Damage. 

Recommendations 

The University of Pittsburgh made a number of recommendations about improving the quality 
and format of data collected by DEP and analyzed for this report and other observations from 
its review of the information gathered during the reporting period, including-- 

-- Damage Is Occurring At Distances Beyond What Is Expected: “...  during this assess-
ment, unexpected impacts were observed. Far-field subsidence impacts occurred at distances 
well beyond those predicted by models accepted by the ground control scientific and engineer-
ing community. 

“Company liable subsidence impacts occurred over inactive mines. These cases, if rare, might 
be aberrations. However, multiple far-field effects were recorded at distinct mines. Evaluation 
of whether these cases are “noise” or indicative of important emergent processes to consider 
fundamentally require a holistic approach.” 

-- Comprehensive Evaluation Of Subsidence Impacts Needed: “Attempts to simplify man-
agement of subsidence need to be coupled with comprehensive examination of the larger im-
plications. 

“For example, PADEP and the mine operators have developed effective means to ensure 
most individual landowners are compensated for damage to their property from subsidence 
impacts. This is a strength of the program. 

“However, this focus on parcels may be missing important transformations on the larger land-
scape as operator purchases of undermined properties alter fundamental land uses. These 
are trends that can only be discerned by stepping back and examining the mitigation in aggre-
gate. 

                                                       (continued on page 16) 
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“The need to comprehensively examine subsidence impacted systems is probably most press-
ing in hydrologic systems. Policy on surface water repair has matured into a process centered 
around stream recovery evaluation reports. 

“However, while the PADEP collects data on both groundwater and wetland systems, these 
data are rarely integrated into assessments of hydrologic impact and repair. A test for ground-
water impairment is not clearly defined. (e.g., In surface water systems, changes in the range 
of flows are evaluated with data collected from defined time frames relative to mining.” 

-- Hard Copy Data: Most data submitted to DEP Stream Recover Evaluation Reports and 
Hydrologic Monitoring Reports is still either hard copy or on compact discs in spreadsheet files 
as part of permit files and are relatively inaccessible. 

-- Outdated Database Systems: The Bituminous Underground Mining Information data-
base system used by DEP is over 25 years old and gathering and QA/QC checking remains 
the largest portion of the total University effort on this project. 

Visit DEP’s Act 54 Mining Reports webpage for a copy of this report and previous Act 54 re-
ports. 

CAC Review 

DEP’s Citizens Advisory Council will now will have the opportunity, under Act 54,  to review 
the report and make recommendations on changes to DEP’s policy and regulations based on 
its findings. 

In 2015, when the last report was completed, the CAC held a formal comment period on the 
report and a hearing in the affected area to gather public comments. 

The Council then sent comments and recommendations on the report’s findings to DEP for its 
review. 

For more information, visit the DEP Citizens Advisory Council webpage. Questions on the 
CAC’s review should be directed to Keith Salador, Executive Director, by calling 717-787-8171 
or sending email to: ksalador@pa.gov. 

Source: Department of Environmental Protection 
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Hawk Mountain Sanctuary in Berks County completed its Autumn 2019 count on December 
15, and along with the close of the decade, they celebrated contributing to 85 years of raptor 
migration count data. 

Volunteer Matt Wlasniewski braved wind gusts of over 20 mph, cloudy skies, and 40-degree 
temperatures from the counter’s pit to count 19 bald eagles as they passed over North Look-
out on their way to warmer weather. 

He also noted 9 red-tails and a single sharp-shinned hawk. Our strong numbers on closing 
day indicate that there is still a chance to see close eagles, red-tails, and goshawks on days 
with strong northwest winds. 

Within just days of the count finale, Hawk Mountain was bathed in a sheet of ice, a jarring re-
minder that winter is at our door. 

Even though this year’s count was the lowest in the last ten years, the Sanctuary is looking 
forward to starting a new decade in 2020 – one in which we can all strive to create a healthy 
planet for humans and raptors.  Click Here for more on the 2019 count. 

Fmr Trainee Shares African Experience 

Merlyn Nomusa Nkomo, former Hawk Mountain Sanctuary Conservation Science Trainee, 
shares her ongoing work in Africa, monitoring and tagging vultures.  

Through Hawk Mountain’s Project SOAR grant, Merlyn was able to conduct research on criti-
cally endangered Cape and white-backed vultures on Debshan Ranch in Zimbabwe’s Mid-
lands province with a small group of colleagues.  Click Here for more. 

Re-Defining Raptors 

Hawk Mountain scientist Jean-Francois Therrien has collaborated with The Peregrine fund on 
a recently published peer reviewed paper titled “Commentary: Defining Raptors and Birds of 
Prey.” 

The paper, published in the Journal of Raptor Research, presents an updated standard defini-
tion for the term “raptor” and also determines that two South American species, the seriemas, 
may technically be raptors.  Click Here for more. 

Arctic-Wide Contributions 

Kolguyev Island, a Russian island located in the south-eastern Barents Sea, is an arctic field 
station where Visiting Hawk Mountain Scientist Olga Kulikova conducted research on arctic 
species for five years and regularly filled out a questionnaire, creating a database of observa-
tions.  

                                                         (continued on page 18) 
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Olga has also visited and worked at four other arctic field stations similar to this one, contrib-
uting similar data. This standardized questionnaire has been the inspiration for her current 
study, which will shed light on the highly disputed topic of predator and prey peak fluctuation in 
the arctic. Click Here for more. 

Changing Chickadees 

Changing chickadee songs might not raise an eyebrow for most people, but to ornithologists, 
this is indicative of a slew of other factors.  

Dr. Robert Curry, a professor of biology at Villanova University, is studying black-capped, Car-
olina, and hybrid chickadees while completing a research semester that has included time at 
Hawk Mountain’s Acopian Center for Conservation Learning. Click Here for more. 

Click Here to support Hawk Mountain Sanctuary. 

For more information on programs, initiatives and upcoming events, visit the Hawk Mountain 
Sanctuary website or call 610-756-6961.  Click Here to sign up for regular updates from the 
Sanctuary, Like them on Facebook, Follow on Twitter, visit them on Flickr and visit their 
YouTube Channel.  Click Here to support Hawk Mountain. 

(Reprinted from the latest Moving Mountains newsletter from Hawk Mountain Sanctuary.) 
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The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) reminds the more than 2.5 million Penn-
sylvania households that heat with oil or propane to take a commonsense approach to main-
taining their fuel supply for a safe winter. 

 

“Many people don’t realize the route a heating oil or propane delivery takes to reach their resi-
dence. They may wait until there’s just a few days’ supply or less left before calling to sched-
ule a delivery,” said DEP Secretary Patrick McDonnell. “A winter storm isn’t a good time to dis-
cover the tank is empty or the generator is out of service. To be safe this winter, we encourage 
people to check their tank regularly and call for delivery early.” 

 

A heating oil or propane delivery can travel many miles to reach a residence or business. 
From a refinery, an oil tanker ship or pipeline transports it to a primary storage terminal. A 
truck takes it from the primary terminal to customers or to a secondary storage terminal, where 
another truck takes it on to customers. 

 

A range of factors can affect the route. Fire, power outages, storm-related closures, equipment 
freeze-up or leaks, or flooding-related impacts can occur before the liquid fuel is put into a 
truck. Hazardous road conditions can slow truck travel. Snow and ice accumulation at the resi-
dence or business can make it difficult to access the tank. 

 

Although these disruptions aren’t typical, they can and sometimes do occur, and the risk can 
increase in extreme weather, when there’s also increased demand. 

 

Whether they’re on a delivery schedule or call as needed, Pennsylvanians should check their 
tank regularly and order fuel supply early to avoid emergencies and more costly fill-ups. 

 

The same holds for backup generators filled by a delivery company. Owners should make 
sure their generator is full and has been serviced and load-tested in the last year. 

 

Keeping a heating oil tank in safe condition is also important to protect health and safety, prop-
erty, and the environment. Routine tank inspection, maintenance, and repair are key to pre-
venting an issue. Inspection checklists and the steps owners should take if they experience a 
leak or spill are available at dep.pa.gov/homeheatingoil. 

Source: The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 


