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Growing Greener II is a program proposed by 
Governor Rendell that would support environ-
mental improvements statewide such as aban-
doned mine clean-ups, rivers and wa-
tersheds protection, farmland and 
open space preservation, fish and 
game projects, clean-energy develop-
ment, Brownfield and polluted indus-
trial site clean-ups, park and trail im-
provements, and community develop-
ment. 
The Governor's Green Ribbon Commission, in-
cluding Environmental Protection 
Secretary Kathleen McGinty, Conser-
vation and Natural Resources Secre-
tary Michael DiBerardinis, and 
Rendell Administration Chief of Staff 
Roy Kienitz, will lead a group of pol-
icy makers from around the state in 
the consideration of how to carry for-
ward the Growing Greener program 
that has been so important to water-
shed protection. The Rendell Admini-
stration has proposed a new genera-
tion, referred to as Growing Greener 
II. Legislators have expressed differences of 
opinion about the scope and appropriate source 
of funding for this program. More information 
can be found in the COMMONWEALTH 
GREEN RIBBON COMMISSION PRESS RE-
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Project Will Bring Jobs, New Technology to 
Schuylkill County Facility 
Mahoney Township, PA - Secretary of Energy 
Spencer Abraham today toured the future home 
of a facility that will convert "waste coal" to ul-
tra-clean diesel fuel and electricity, bolstering 
America’s energy security and improving the en-
vironment.  This cutting-edge facility is expected 
to bring 1,000 new construction jobs and 150 
permanent jobs to Schuylkill County.   
Secretary Abraham emphasized that the use of 

technology to harvest the energy in 
Pennsylvania's waste coal is an invest-
ment in the environment and the com-
munity that returns jobs and low-cost 
power.  The $612 million coal-to-
clean-fuels project also will pioneer a 
new generation of innovative tech-
nologies aimed at making coal envi-

ronmentally and economically competitive.   
“This project is an investment based 
on the principles expressed in Presi-
dent Bush's coal-related initiatives to 
use the resources our Nation was 
given,” Secretary Abraham 
said.  “Pennsylvania's 250 million tons 
of waste coal may contain as much 
energy as three trillion cubic feet of 
natural gas - almost as much natural 
gas as the entire Nation required last 
year for utility power generation.”  
Through traditional mining practices, 
waste coal piles are a potential source 
of soil and water contamina-
tion.  Currently, as much as 200 mil-

lion -300 million tons of this material exist in 
Pennsylvania. 
Announced earlier last year, the Gilberton project 
was one of eight Round One Clean Coal Power 
Initiative (CCPI) projects, valued at more than 
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LEASE from October 13th. A coalition of en-
vironmental groups, known as the Pennsyl-
vania Alliance for Restoration and Conserva-
tion (PARC), has banded together to garner 
support for Growing Greener II. This coalition 
believes that it is critical that Pennsylvania in-
vest in its environmental future by continuing 
the work begun under Growing Greener and 
has asked POWR, as the state 
                          (continued on Page 2) 
wide resource center for watersheds, to conduct 
outreach about this initiative. More information 
on PARC can be found at 
www.keepgrowinggreener.org. 

FUNDING GROWING GREENER 
The Rendell Administration has proposed an 
$800 million bond issuance to pay for this pro-
gram. Projected yearly revenue of $110 from 
increased tipping fees and residential waste 
fees would cover annual interest and principal 
payments on the bonds. More information 
about how bond funding works can be found in 
the FINANCING GROWING GREENER II 
Info Sheet. There may be other workable solu-
tions to the funding issue, but it will be impor-
tant for legislators to hear that their constitu-
ents want the Growing Greener program con-
tinued. If they receive that message clearly, 
then they will be more likely to work out a so-
lution to the funding question.  

LOBBYING 
Representatives of tax-exempt corporations un-
der Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code can engage in non-campaign advocacy 
on policy initiatives, but there are limits on the 
amount of lobbying that the organization can 
do. Direct Lobbying, or attempting to influence 
legislation by contacting an employee of a leg-
islative body or a government official, may 
comprise no more than 20% of the organiza-

tion's total activities. Grass Roots Lobbying, 
or attempting to influence legislation by af-
fecting the opinions of the general public, 
may comprise no more than 25% of the total 
lobbying activities, or 5% of an organiza-
tion's total activities. More information about 
501©3 lobbying can be found in the LOB-
BYING GUIDELINES Info Sheet.  

WHAT TO DO! 
In the current session ending November 30, 
legislators may consider a bill proposing a 
public referendum on Growing Greener II 
next spring. More information on how to 
contact your legislator can be found at the 
PARC website 
(www.keepgrowinggreener.org) and at the 
PENNSYLVANIA GENERAL ASSEM-
BLY Website. 
Contact: Frank Cetera, POWR, 717-234-
7910  
  
General Announcements: 
Proposed Rule Privileges Dam Owners 
The Department of the Interior (Interior) has 
proposed a new rule that would limit public 
participation in hydropower licensing pro-
ceedings. It would give private dam owners 
special status in determining how their dams 
are regulated to protect the environment and 
recreational uses on public rivers.  
Because their licenses to operate last 30 to 
50 years, many hydropower dams have oper-
ated for decades on licenses that do not re-
flect today’s environmental standards. The 
re-licensing process allows state and federal 
agencies to bring these dam operators’ li-
censes up to modern standards for protecting 
river health and public uses. These new li 
                (continued on page 4) 
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$1.3 billion that are expected to help pioneer a 
new generation of innovative power plant tech-
nologies that could help meet the President's 
Clear Skies and Climate Change initiatives.  The 
Round One CCPI projects were the first in a se-
ries of competitions to be run by the Energy De-
partment to implement President Bush's 10-year, 
$2 billion commitment to clean coal technology.  
At Gilberton, Waste Management and Proces-
sors Inc. PTY., LLC will head a team to build 
and operate a power plant that will produce 
clean electricity, high-value industrial heat, and 
nearly 5,000 barrels per day of clean-burning 
diesel fuel from raw anthracite wastes.  At the 
core of the advanced process will be a coal gasi-
fication process that will turn the wastes into a 
chemically-rich source of gas.  A portion of the 
gas will be converted into diesel while the rest 
will be combusted to make electricity and steam. 
Planned for a 75-acre site adjacent to the exist-
ing Gilberton Power plant, the $612 million pro-
ject is the largest of the eight projects selected. 
The Energy Department's share is proposed at 
$100 million. 
Source: DOE 
 

 
Bureau of Forestry Targets Spread of Emerald Ash 
Borer, Other Forest Pests  
 
With the approach of Pennsylvania's main deer hunt-
ing season and its influx of thousands of out-of-state 
hunters, the Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources' Bureau of Forestry is combating the 
spread of forest insect pests by asking hunters to re-
frain from transporting firewood into the Common-
wealth. 
 
"We especially are targeting out-of-state deer hunters 
who may be coming from Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, 
Maryland and Virginia, and the Canadian Province 
of Ontario because that's where the emerald ash 
borer -- a forest pest that could prove deadly to our 
ash trees -- has been discovered," said Dr. Donald A. 
Eggen, chief of DCNR's Forest Pest Management 
Division. 
 
The spread of emerald ash borer and other threaten-
ing insects has been linked to the transportation of 
infested firewood and nursery stock, Eggen 
said.  Usually visible from May to August, the adult 
emerald ash borer beetles are slightly less than one 
inch long, thin and bright metallic green in color. 
The beetle, which feeds in the tissues under the bark 
of ash trees, has claimed some 7 million trees in 
Michigan alone. 
 
"We know hunters from those already infected areas 
may not hear our warning, so we're hoping their 
Pennsylvania hunting companions who share camps 
or cabins will tell them, 'Leave the firewood at home; 
buy it or cut it locally,'" said Eggen. "It's just not a 
good idea to transfer any firewood anywhere in the 
state, especially with the ongoing threat of other in-
sects and diseases to our state's forests." 
 
                      (continued on page 3) 
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If infected firewood was transported into Pennsyl-
vania, the emerald ash borer could emerge next 
spring and begin feeding on ash trees. It prefers 
green ash but will target all ash trees, regardless of 
whether they are healthy or stressed. First identi-
fied in North America in 2002, the emerald ash 
borer causes the girdling and death of branches and 
entire trees.  
 
DCNR's Bureau of Forestry participates in a multi-
agency task force assembled to detect and control 
this invasive threat to Pennsylvania ash trees. Other 
cooperating members of the task force include the 
state Department of Agriculture, Penn State Coop-
erative Extension, the USDA Plant Protection and 
Quarantine and the USDA Forest Service. 
 
Since 2003, the DCNR has been surveying for the 
early detection of emerald ash borer on state-
owned forestlands. That same year, 18 surveillance 
sites were established in Erie County. Surveillance 
efforts were expanded in 2004 to 20 sites in 13 
counties:  Beaver, Bradford, Bucks, Butler, Craw-
ford, Erie, Fayette, Greene, Mercer, Somerset, Ti-
oga, Venango and Washington. 
 
The state Department of Agriculture and USDA 
Plant Protection and Quarantine also are conduct-
ing surveys in nurseries and urban areas.  No emer-
ald ash borer beetles have been detected in Penn-
sylvania.   
 
Signs of emerald ash borer infestation include up-
per crown dieback, woodpecker damage, "S"-
shaped galleries under the bark and "D"-shaped 
emergence holes. To report possible infested trees 
in Pennsylvania, contact DCNR's Division of For-
est Pest Management at (717) 948-3941, or Bad-
Bug@state.pa.us; or the Department of Agriculture 
at (717) 772-5228. 
Source: PGC 

censes dictate the health of the river for the 
next 30 to 50 years. Under Interior’s new 
rule, dam owners will be able to contest en-
vironmental, cultural, and recreational pro-
tections such as: 

• fish ladders to allow fish access to 
habitat above and below dams;  

• flow requirements to enhance habitat, 
recreation, and water quality;  

• public campgrounds, boat ramps and 
swimming areas;  

• protection of cultural resources and 
treaty rights.  

Yet members of the public will not be able to 
make similar challenges to inadequate pro-
tection of these public values. 
Comments on the proposed rule may be sub-
mitted to the Department of the Interior until 
November 8, 2004. 
Contact: Alice Hill, American Rivers, out-
reach@amrivers.org 

Source: Pennsylvania Organization For Wa-
tersheds and Rivers 


