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Final Funding Will be Determined by Legislature in 

State Budget 
 
Environmental Protection Secretary 
Kathleen A. McGinty today proposed 
$5.2 million in grants to help Pennsyl-
vania counties finance their West Nile 
Virus Control Programs in 2005 and 
keep residents healthy and safe.  
“Working with our county partners, DEP 
is prepared once again to launch an ag-
gressive mosquito monitoring and control program 
to contain West Nile virus in Pennsylvania,” Secre-
tary McGinty said. “This funding will 
help counties and their established sur-
veillance programs wage a successful 
suppression effort against the virus-
carrying mosquitoes through the fall.”  
The funding proposals were developed 
through consultations between DEP 
West Nile Virus Program staff and 
county officials. Counties will begin re-
ceiving a portion of their funding from 
current fiscal year appropriations to be-
gin 2005 operations. The remainder of 
the funds cannot be distributed until the 
new fiscal year begins July 1. The actual 
final amounts depend on passage of the 
Governor’s proposed 2005-06 budget.  
Total proposed funding is below the $6.4 million 
awarded in 2004, largely because counties already 
have purchased their needed equipment, such as 

DEP PROPOSES $5.28 MILLION IN GRANTS 
FOR COUNTIES’ 2005 WEST NILE VIRUS 

CONTROL PROGRAMS 

FEDERAL COURT ORDER BACKS DEP  
EFFORTS TO CONTROL INVASIVE  

SPECIES IN BALLAST WATER 

God Bless America 

Coalition of States Had Petitioned Federal Gov-
ernment for Stronger Action, Citing Ongoing En-
vironmental, Economic Damages 
 
Environmental Protection Secretary Kathleen A. 
McGinty today announced that a federal court 
has sided with Pennsylvania and the six other 
Great Lakes states in striking down a U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA) regulation 
that failed to control the discharge of ballast wa-
ter from oceangoing vessels.  

Pennsylvania, New York, Illinois, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio and Wis-
consin filed an amicus brief in July 
2004 to support a lawsuit that chal-
lenged EPA’s exemption of ballast 
water from federal Clean Water Act 
rules. In its ruling Friday, the U.S. 
District Court for the Northern District 
of California ordered EPA to repeal its 

ballast-water exemption.  
“This is a tremendous victory for the 
economic and environmental health of 
the Great Lakes ecosystem,” Secretary 
McGinty said.  
The vast majority of vessels on the 
Great Lakes do nothing to inactivate 
or kill foreign invaders in their ballast 
water and EPA has set no limits on 
ballast water discharges. The states 
backed a lawsuit brought by groups 
opposing EPA’s exemption and peti-
tioned the federal government for 
stronger action to combat the environ-
mental and economic consequences 
that harmful invasive species can 

cause.  
Many of these invasive species pose serious 
threats because of their potential to foul industrial 
facilities and plug public water supply intakes 
that draw from infested waters. Invasive species 
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mosquito control, Bti and Bsph, naturally occur-
ring bacteria, are used. These bacteria attack the 
digestive system of the mosquito larvae and have 
no effect on people, animals, plants or other in-
sects. The other larval control product is an in-
sect hormone, methoprene that prevents the mos-
quito larvae from developing into adults. The 
products used to kill adult mosquitoes are se-
lected based on their environmental sensitivity 
and are applied in a way to protect people, ani-
mals and plants.  
For more information on the state’s West Nile 
Virus Control Program, visit the department’s 
Web site at www.westnile.state.pa.us.  
.  
ATTN. EDITORS: Following are the grants for 
each county. The proposed grants for two coun-
ties, Juniata and Potter, are still being worked 
out with county officials. So while the funding 
for these counties shows zero, both will receive 
state money for their West Nile Virus Control 
Programs this year after details are confirmed 
with local officials.  
Adams -- $87,126  
Allegheny -- $165,901  
Armstrong -- $52,804 
Source: DEP 
 

mosquito traps, to operate their programs, so major 
capital expenses are not needed this year.  
In addition, the department has learned a great deal 
from its four years of running the West Nile Virus 
Control Program. These years of experience mean 
targeting resources more efficiently and ensuring 
an even greater effectiveness of field programs. 
County staff members have become extremely ef-
fective in locating areas that dictate control activ-
ity.  
“In the early part of the season, our field staff and 
county partners will be targeting a specific species, 
Culex restuans, which we believe played a signifi-
cant role in spreading the virus among birds early 
in the 2003 season,” Secretary McGinty said. 
“Culex restuans rarely bite people, but by spread-
ing the virus more widely through the bird popula-
tion, it helps to spread it to other mosquito species 
that do bite people. We believe targeting a particu-
lar species contributed to the lower incidence of 
West Nile virus in Pennsylvania during the 2004 
mosquito season.”  
In 2003, 247 people in Pennsylvania were con-
firmed with West Nile virus, and eight died. Last 
year, 15 people were confirmed with West Nile 
Virus, and two died. Nationally in 2003, the virus 
infected more than 10,000 people and resulted in 
264 deaths. In 2004, 2,449 people contracted the 
disease with 81 fatalities reported nationwide.  
Secretary McGinty noted that most people bitten 
by an infected mosquito will never develop any 
symptoms, and one in 150 who do develop symp-
toms will contract the more serious West Nile en-
cephalitis, a swelling of the brain that can cause 
serious health problems that may be fatal. Health 
and environmental officials recommend people 
turn over containers to get rid of standing water, 
which serves as mosquito breeding areas on their 
properties, and use insect repellant containing 
DEET when outdoors in warm weather.  
DEP and county staff use environmentally sensi-
tive materials to control the mosquito population. 
For killing larvae, which is the major method of 
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Adult zebra mussels can be found in other Pennsyl-
vania waters, including the Ohio River and lower 
portions of the Allegheny and Monongahela rivers. 
Other occurrences of zebra mussels have been re-
ported from northwestern Pennsylvania lakes such 
as Edinboro and Sandy lakes as well as upper 
French Creek in Crawford County.  
For more information, visit DEP’s Web site at 
www.dep.state.pa.us, Keyword: “Water Quality.”  
Source: DEP 
 

even can interfere with the operation of locks 
and dams on rivers, or damage boat hulls and 
engines.  
Without natural predators, exotic species can 
multiply at fantastic rates and overwhelm eco-
systems, removing organisms from the food 
chain that native species depend on for survival.  
Aquatic invasive species can damage and dis-
place existing recreational fisheries in Lake Erie, 
a very real economic threat to Pennsylvania. A 
2004 study by the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat 
Commission suggests that anglers attracted to 
the steelhead fishery in the northwestern part of 
the state spent nearly $9.5 million on trip-related 
expenditures in 2003. According to PFBC, this 
activity generates $5.71 million in new value-
added activity in Erie County, supporting 219 
jobs in the economy through direct and indirect 
effects.  
Invasive species, such as zebra mussels, also 
present more and more major water pollution 
challenges throughout the country. The zebra 
mussel is native to the Caspian Sea in Eastern 
Europe. They were introduced to this country 
around 1985 when ocean-faring ships released 
infested ballast water into the lower Great Lakes 
and their biological activities of filtering and ex-
cretion have been identified as possible links to 
outbreaks of botulism and increased areas of hy-
poxia in Lake Erie.  
DEP recently confirmed that zebra mussel adults 
and juveniles have been found in Goodyear 
Lake, the first major impoundment on the Sus-
quehanna River’s main stem below Canadarago 
Lake in New York. This poses a serious ecologi-
cal and economic threat to the water resources 
and water users downstream in the river and 
Chesapeake Bay.  
Control and cleanup methods for zebra mussels 
are difficult, expensive and generally unsuccess-
ful. The best control is to limit the spread of ze-
bra mussels by cleaning boats and equipment 
before and after use.  
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DEP PROJECT TO CONTROL EROSION,  

SEDIMENT PROBLEMS AT ABANDONED 
MINE IN ALLEGHENY COUNTY NEARS 

COMPLETION 
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DEP PROJECT TO CONTROL EROSION 
(continued) 

ward G. Rendell’s ongoing efforts to reclaim 
thousands of abandoned mine sites that exist 
throughout the Commonwealth. The Governor’s 
Growing Greener II initiative, which has not 
been passed by the legislature (although meas-
ures have now been considered in both chambers 
of the General Assembly), proposes $100 mil-
lion over four years to address a vast array of 
environmental and public health problems at 
abandoned mine sites.  
Without new resources, the state faces at least 
350 years of cleanup. There are 8,529 acres of 
unreclaimed refuse piles with 258 million tons of 
waste coal. Pennsylvania has at least 2,000 aban-
doned and flooding mine pools statewide, dis-
charging polluted water from about 5,000 known 
points and threatening the health of our rivers 
and streams. More than 4,000 miles of streams 
are impaired by polluted mine drainage.  
Governor Rendell also has put Pennsylvania in a 
leadership role in the fight to ensure that Con-
gress reauthorizes a federal mine reclamation 
fund and that the Commonwealth secures its fair 
share. Under a reauthorization proposal currently 
before Congress, Pennsylvania’s share of fund-
ing could increase from roughly $24 million per 
year to $35 million annually. The fund expires 
this summer without federal reauthorization.  
For more information on abandoned mine recla-
mation, visit the department’s Web site at 
www.dep.state.pa.us, Keyword: “DEP Aban-
doned Mines.”  
Source: DEP 

Permanent Erosion Control Measures, Revegeta-
tion will Reclaim Four Acres 
 
Environmental Protection Secretary Kathleen A. 
McGinty today announced that a $78,650 project to 
control erosion and sediment problems at the aban-
doned McGal Coal Co. site in Forward Township, 
Allegheny County, is nearing completion.  
The work is being done by J&J Snyder Inc. of 
Mayport, Clarion County, and involves ditch con-
struction, backfilling, grading and seeding of ap-
proximately four acres at the abandoned mine site. 
Funding for the project comes from forfeited recla-
mation bonds and a federal fund for the reclama-
tion of abandoned mine lands that is supported by 
taxes paid by the active coal-mining industry on 
every ton of coal mined.  
“This site includes two sediment ponds that were 
not adequately backfilled and seeded, and as a re-
sult the area was eroding and contributing to off-
site sedimentation onto local roads,” Secretary 
McGinty said. “We used bond money forfeited by 
McGal Coal, as well as federal mine reclamation 
funds, to finish the work at this site before the ero-
sion problems worsen. Our state is home to thou-
sands of abandoned mine sites that have left a leg-
acy of health, safety and environmental problems, 
and it is important that we continue our efforts to 
reclaim these sites.”  
The McGal Coal Co. operated the site from June 
1978 until July 1981.  
The reclamation contract included clearing brush in 
the area, grading the surface to eliminate the 
eroded areas, constructing a subsurface drain and 
constructing temporary and permanent erosion 
control measures. Within the next few weeks, the 
contractor will conduct fine grading and seed four 
acres with a revegetation mix of grasses and leg-
umes formulated for disturbed land. Once vegeta-
tion is established, the land will be used for grazing 
cattle. The project began in mid-December.  
The reclamation project is part of Governor Ed-


