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Three of the four chairs of the Senate and House En-
vironmental Resources and Energy Committees 
wrote to DEP Secretary Kathleen McGinty this 
week expressing concerns about 
“pursuing individual state action on a 
pollutant that is a national and even 
global problem.” 

In August 2004, PennFuture filed a rule-
making petition with the Environmental 
Quality Board asking it to adopt regula-
tions reducing mercury emissions from 
coal-fired power plants.  
The Department of Environmental Protection re-
sponded to the petition by agreeing that 
state regulations were needed, although 
not agreeing with the approach recom-
mended by PennFture. (PaED 6/17/05) 
The letter sent this week by Sen. Mary 
Jo. White (R-Venango), Sen. Ray Musto 
(D-Luzerne) and Rep. Bill Adolph (R-
Delaware) said they agreed mercury is a 
series pollutant that must be addressed. 
However, they said DEP’s strategy that 
“include(s) not only electric generating 
units but also other sources of mercury; 
a method for assessing mercury 
“hotspots”; the development of clean 
coal technologies; and an approach that 
considers the capacity and reliability of our electric 
grid infrastructure” goes far beyond what the peti-
tioner suggested and recommended the department 
request the proper statutory authority from the Gen-
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HUMAN CASES OF WEST NILE VIRUS 

THIS YEAR IN PENNSYLVANIA 

God Bless America 

 
Health Secretary Dr. Calvin B. Johnson today 
reported the first human case of West Nile virus 
in Pennsylvania this year. The individual, a 32 -
year-old York County female, was hospitalized 
and is home recovering from the illness.  
“The fact we have seen the first human infection 
from West Nile reminds all of us that we should 
take precautions to help reduce the risk of ill-
ness,” Dr. Johnson said. “The chance of contract-
ing West Nile virus from an infected mosquito is 

small and your chances of becoming 
seriously ill are even smaller. How-
ever, it is important to keep in mind 
that all Pennsylvanians -- particularly 
older adults and people with compro-
mised immune systems -- should take 
simple precautions to reduce their 
risk.”  
 

Second Human West Nile Virus Case Re-
ported in State for 2005 

 
State officials today reported the 
second human case of West Nile 
Virus in Pennsylvania for 2005. 
The case involves a 33-year-old 
female in Lancaster County.  
Also, a mosquito pool in Beaver-
town Borough, Snyder County, re-
ported positive for the virus.  
 
Two Mosquito Pools Test Positive 

for West Nile 

 
State officials today reported two 

mosquito pools testing positive for the West Nile 
Virus.  
The mosquito pools are located in the city of 
Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, and Rochester 

Borough, Beaver County. 
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Mercury Emissions  

(continued) Mercury Emissions  
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A.C.S.L. Conservation 

these reasons, we strongly urge DEP to recon-
sider its intentions to craft a Pennsylvania-
specific mercury emission rule.” 
Source: DEP 

eral Assembly for its approach. 
The chairs also noted the mercury regulation pro-
posed by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
to cover the entire country remains under legal chal-
lenge, including by DEP itself which asserts the pro-
posal is illegal. 
These and other challenges mean Pennsylvania will 
not understand the “full parameters within which it 
seeks to craft a Pennsylvania-specific mercury reduc-
tion rule” until decisions are reached as a result of 
the challenges to the federal rule. 
They noted the federal mercury rule, which will re-
duce emissions by 70 percent by 2018, is expected to 
result in a 7 percent reduction in mercury deposition. 
U.S. utilities contribute only about 2 percent of the 
global anthropogenic mercury emissions, raising se-
rious questions, they said, over whether even U.S. 
residents – let alone Pennsylvanians – would be the 
recipients of the benefits of a more-stringent state-
specific mercury emission standard.  
They also encouraged DEP to discuss the limits in 
Pennsylvania’s Air Pollution Control Act that pre-
vent the state from adopting air quality standards 
more stringent than federal standards except in lim-
ited circumstances. 
They expressed serious concern about DEP’s ability 
to develop a regulatory proposal within the six 
months allotted by the Environmental Quality 
Board’s rulemaking petition procedure given the 
need to involve the stakeholders and the agency’s 
Air Technical Advisory Committee in the process. 
“At this point, we do not support a Pennsylvania-
specific mercury emission standard which may be in 
conflict with the state Air Pollution Control Act, dis-
regards Executive Order 1996-1 by failing to justify 
a compelling and articulable Pennsylvania interest 
and is the subject of litigation involving the Com-
monwealth and U.S. EPA. 
“Furtherance of a state-specific mercury standard 
threatens to place Pennsylvania businesses and con-
sumers at a severe competitive disadvantage without 
providing commensurate or even measurable health 
or environmental improvements to its citizens. For 

WEST NILE VIRUS  (continued) 

 

Third Human West Nile Case of Year Con-

firmed 
 
State officials today reported the third confirmed 
human case of West Nile Virus in Pennsylvania 
for 2005.  
This case involves a 35-year-old male from York 
County. He is now recovering at home.  
Source: DEP 
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ECO FRIENDLY MUNICIPAL 
 PARKING LOT DEBUTS IN  
DOWNTOWN NORTH EAST 

ECO FRIENDLY PARKING LOT  
(continued) 

A.C.S.L. Conservation 

Growing Greener Project to Reduce Pollution in 
Baker Creek 
 
ERIE COUNTY: Environmental Protection 
Northwest Regional Director Kelly Burch today 
visited a just-completed permeable pavement 
municipal parking lot in North East Borough. 
The project was financed through a $150,000 
Growing Greener grant.  
“Paved surfaces like parking lots interrupt the 
natural recharging of groundwater,” Burch said. 
“That can lead to contamination, erosion and the 
muddying of streams when we have heavy rain-
falls that cause a lot of runoff. This project will 
significantly cut back on urban-related pollution 
entering Baker Creek, which runs alongside the 
parking lot.”  
Growing Greener has helped to develop five po-
rous pavement parking lots in Erie County, pro-
viding examples for future pavement projects 
with the goal of reducing stormwater runoff and 
eliminating or reducing the need for stormwater 
detention.  
The Baker Creek Watershed Association re-
ceived the grant to create 320 feet of new 
streamside buffer, nearly 8,000 square feet of 
green space, 340 square yards of infiltration gal-
ley and 1,350 square yards of pervious parking 
service in the center of the downtown. In addi-
tion, roof runoff from surrounding business 
building was captured and redirected into infil-
tration galleys to eliminate the surface flushing 
effect.  
The new parking area replaces an impervious 
surface municipal lot where oil and other residue 
from vehicles would accumulate and then wash 
into Baker Creek when it rained or snow melted. 
In addition to the permeable surface that will 
allow precipitation to be filtered as it percolates 
into the ground, native plants and a bioretention 
area are being installed to further improve the 
ecological functioning of the area.  

Baker Creek Watershed Association Chairman John 
Hallenburg said: “We took a situation where 100 
percent of the downtown urban runoff in this area 
was being discharged directly into Baker Creek --- 
both at point and nonpoint sources. This project en-
ables us to capture nearly all of it, drastically reduc-
ing peak storm discharges and urban nonpoint pollu-
tion.”  
North East Borough, the North East Chamber of 
Commerce, the Northeast Shade Tree Commission, 
the North East Garden Club and downtown North 
East businesses contributed funds and in-kind ser-
vices to complement Growing Greener funds.  
In addition to the Growing Greener grant, the Great 
Lakes Commission contributed $98,000 under its 
program to control erosion and sedimentation within 
the Great Lakes Basin; the DEP Coastal Zone Man-
agement Program provided $10,640 for parking lot 
planning and design; and the Environmental Fund for 
Pennsylvania offered $5,000 for riparian buffer vege-
tation.  
The other Growing Greener-supported permeable 
pavement lots in Erie County are at the Asbury 
Woods Trail Head, the Erie County Conservation 
District, Unitarian Church and Bayfront Center for 
Maritime Studies.  
Gov. Edward G. Rendell’s Growing Greener II 
passed both the House and Senate last week, bring-
ing to fruition more than a year of aggressive efforts 
to address some of the state’s most pressing environ-
mental problems. The $625 million plan will provide 
addition funds for programs such as Growing 
Greener while helping the state clean up rivers and 
streams; take on serious environmental problems at 
abandoned mines and contaminated industrial sites; 
and finance the development and deployment of ad-
vanced energy projects.  
For more information on Growing Greener, visit 
DEP’s Web site at www.dep.state.pa.us, Keyword: 
“Growing Greener.”  
Source: DEP 
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ZEBRA MUSSELS FOUND IN WARREN 

COUNTY STREAM 

A.C.S.L. Conservation 

Boaters, Anglers Asked to be Vigilant to 
Keep Mussels from Migrating 

Chautauqua Lake and Conewango Creek. It is 
also possible that the zebra mussels were intro-
duced to Conewango Creek by a boat that had 
been used in a body of water where zebra mus-
sels were already established, or by an angler’s 
bait bucket.”  
Adult zebra mussels can attach themselves to the 
hull of a boat or any hard underwater surface. A 
boat moving from one body of water to another 
may also carry zebra mussel larvae (veligers), 
which can’t be seen by the naked eye but feel 
like grit or sand on a hard surface. Veligers can 
survive and be transported in standing water 
found in the live well, bilge, boat decking, trailer 
frame or marine toilet.  
Boaters, anglers, water skiers, scuba divers and 
canoeists can take steps to help prevent zebra 
mussel infestation of uninfested waters:  
· Inspect your boat, trailer and all boating equip-
ment that gets wet and remove any plants and 
animals that are visible before leaving any water 
body.  
· Drain water from the motor, live well, bilge 
and transom wells while on land before leaving 
any water body.  
· Empty your bait bucket on land before leaving 
the water body. Never release live bait into a wa-
ter body, or release aquatic animals from one 
water body into another.  
· Wash/dry your boat, trailer, tackle and other 
boating equipment to kill veligers not visible at 
the boat launch.  
Adult zebra mussels can be found in other Penn-
sylvania waters, including the Ohio River and 
lower portions of the Allegheny and Mononga-
hela rivers.  
Zebra mussel sightings should be reported to 
James Grazio at 814-332-6945 in DEP’s North-
west Regional Office in Meadville or Tony 
Shaw at 717-787-9637 in DEP’s central office in 
Harrisburg.  
 
Source: DEP 

MEADVILLE: Environmental Protection Regional 
Director Kelly Burch today confirmed that zebra 
mussels have been found in Conewango Creek in 
Pine Grove Township, marking the first time a col-
ony of the exotic species has been confirmed in 
Warren County.  
“Zebra mussels have been present in the Great 
Lakes since the mid-1980s when they were intro-
duced through ballast water from a freighter that 
had taken on the water in eastern Europe,” Burch 
said. “Since then, zebra mussels have been trans-
ported to many other waterways in the United 
States and have caused environmental havoc and 
millions of dollars in property damage.”  
DEP biologists discovered zebra mussels 
(Dreissena polymorpha) in the creek near a boat 
launch area north of Akley last week. Adult zebra 
mussels are small clam-like animals about the size 
of a fingernail, but can grow up to be two-inches 
long. They have a zebra-striped pattern on the 
shell.  
Ever since zebra mussels were discovered in Erie’s 
Presque Isle Bay in the late 1980s, state and local 
biologists have monitored Pennsylvania waters to 
see if the species is spreading. DEP biologist James 
Grazio, who has studied zebra mussels since they 
first emerged in the region, says the mussels are 
very adaptable.  
“Zebra mussels have few controlling natural preda-
tors and they multiply rapidly,” Grazio said. “They 
disrupt the food chain by devouring the micro-
scopic aquatic plants that support the existence of 
native mussels and fish.”  
DEP biologist Joe Brancato, who discovered the 
adult zebra mussels in Conewango Creek, said 
there are a number of potential ways that the mus-
sels could have been introduced to the stream.  
“It’s possible that the zebra mussels came from 
Chautauqua Lake in New York State,” Brancato 
said. “Zebra mussels moved into the lake in the 
mid-1990s, and even though the lake is some 30 
miles upstream, the Chadakoin River connects 


