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Governor Edward G. Rendell explains 
that 2005 has been a pivotal year for wa-
ter quality improvements in Pennsyl-
vania, as restoration efforts have focused 
on implementing new and innovative 
approaches to reduce nutrient pollution 
permanently and consistently throughout 
the Chesapeake Bay watershed. 
“This year marked a turning point,” Governor 
Rendell said during the annual meeting of the 
Chesapeake Executive Council. “Using 
scientific studies done since 2000, we 
have taken aggressive action to clean up 
our waterways, including imposing man-
datory discharge reductions on sewage 
treatment plants and other major sources, 
tough new water quality requirements 
for farming operations and hundreds of 
millions of new state dollars for restora-
tion.” 
“The key now is to stay on track, see 
these ambitious new requirements 
through and, hopefully, succeed in se-
curing new and additional support from 
our partners in Washington,” Governor 
Rendell said. 
In January, Governor Rendell unveiled a wide-
ranging water quality initiative designed to clean up 
the state’s rivers and streams, enhance the health of  
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Governor Rendell Implements  

Aggressive Steps to Improve Water 

Quality in Pennsylvania 

ENHANCED WEB SITE WILL HELP RESI-
DENTS LEARN IF THEY LIVE ABOVE, OR 

NEAR, AN ABANDONED MINE 

God Bless America 

Consumer-Friendly System Will Help Residents 
Decide if They Should Consider Mine Subsi-
dence Insurance 
 
Homeowners will be able to check a new Web 
site to see clearly whether their houses are situ-
ated above or near an abandoned mine, giving 
them immediate access to the information they 
need to obtain mine subsidence insurance to pro-
tect their assets, according to Environmental Pro-
tection Secretary Kathleen A. McGinty. The en-

hanced Web site was launched today.  
“Each year, we see homes crack, tilt or 
collapse as old mine workings give 
way,” McGinty said. “Most homeown-
ers’ insurance policies do not cover 
damage caused by subsidence or the 
flooding that occurs after underground 
mine pools burst through the surface. 
Mine subsidence insurance is an inex-

pensive way to guard your lifetime investment.”  
Coal has been mined underground in 
Pennsylvania for more than 200 years 
and the workings extend throughout 
43 of the state’s 67 counties. More 
than 1 million homes in Pennsylvania 
sit atop abandoned mines.  
Mine Subsidence Insurance is a non-
profit fund administered by DEP that 
helps to protect a homeowner’s invest-
ment. MSI covers damages to insured 
homes occurring during the life of a 
policy. Covered damages include 
ground movements caused by mine 
subsidence or a sudden and unex-
pected breakout of mine water.  

The insurance premium is about $1 for every 
$1,000 of coverage up to $250,000. Coverage is 
available to both residential and commercial  
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“Using scientific studies 
done since 2000, we have 
taken aggressive action to 
clean up our waterways, 
including imposing man-
datory discharge reduc-
tions on sewage treatment 
plants and other major 
sources, tough new water 
quality requirements for 
farming operations and 
hundreds of millions of 
new state dollars for res-
toration.” 
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Pennsylvania was the first state to enact nutrient 
management laws for farms, as well as a leader 
in setting up a federally approved permit pro-
gram for large-scale farming operations. The 
changes go beyond federal requirements and 
provide a comprehensive solution to nutrient 
management problems in the state, balancing the 
needs of the state’s agricultural community with 
efforts to protect the integrity of commonwealth 
water resources. 
In September, Governor Rendell introduced a 
new nutrient and sediment trading policy that 
offers farmers, communities and industries an-
other tool to help them meet, or exceed, state and 
federal water quality goals. This market-based 
program provides incentives for entities to create 
credits by going beyond statutory, regulatory or 
voluntary obligations and goals. The credits can 
be traded to others to help them more cost effec-
tively meet their obligations or goals. 
While many facilities can cost effectively 
achieve nutrient reductions by proper planning 
and operational changes, others may have to in-
cur capital costs. Nutrient trading allows these 
facilities to look at nutrient reduction as an envi-
ronmentally creative and cost-effective way to 
tackle water quality issues. 
Pennsylvania is investing heavily in water resto-
ration efforts. The Governor’s Growing Greener 
II initiative secured $625 million in new funds 
that, like the original Growing Greener program, 
provide substantial new resources for projects 
that improve water quality. PennWorks provides 
$250 million to finance upgrades to water and 
wastewater systems statewide and specifically 
makes nutrient reduction investments a priority 
in the Susquehanna and Potomac watersheds in 
Pennsylvania. 
More than half of the state is within the 64,000-
square-mile Chesapeake Bay Watershed. The 
Susquehanna River, the Bay’s largest tributary, 
provides roughly half of the total freshwater  
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families and preserve the rural character and farm-
ing economy of Pennsylvania. This tributary strat-
egy also signaled a dramatic increase in state fund-
ing targeted for water quality initiatives and re-
sulted in a greatly increased rate of implementation 
for mechanisms and delivery systems needed to 
clean up waterways. 
Pennsylvania took an important step in August by 
imposing new nutrient conditions in the National 
Pollution Discharge Elimination System permits of 
190 significant sewage and industrial dischargers 
in the Commonwealth. Permits will be amended to 
require the monitoring and reporting of total nitro-
gen and phosphorus. For planning purposes, esti-
mated nutrient load limits will be provided to sig-
nificant discharges before the end of the year. Nu-
trient load limits will be included in permits as they 
come up for renewal and re-issuance. 
Full implementation of the point source control 
program will achieve an estimated reduction of 5.4 
million pounds of nitrogen and 250,000 pounds of 
phosphorus per year in the Susquehanna and Poto-
mac river watersheds in Pennsylvania. 
The Commonwealth also finalized extensive water 
quality regulations for large-scale farms and ex-
panded the number of farming operations consid-
ered Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations 
from 165 to 350, therefore requiring more opera-
tions to obtain permits. CAFOs are large farming 
operations with a high number of animals. These 
operations produce large amounts of animal waste, 
which must be properly managed to protect water 
quality. 
New manure management requirements for all ag-
ricultural operations establish vegetative buffers or 
setbacks along the edge of streams and close the 
“export loophole,” requiring farms that import ma-
nure to meet the same requirements as the farm 
that produces the manure. With these sweeping 
changes, more than 5,000 farms will have full nu-
trient management plans -- increasing the number 
of highly regulated farms in Pennsylvania by 600 
percent. 
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developed an advanced method of windrow com-
posting that greatly increases the retention of nutri-
ents while providing a supplement to expensive 
conventional fertilizers. The method involves add-
ing small amounts of clay, gypsum and a carbon 
source to the manure and turning it regularly. It has 
proven to sequester 90 percent of nitrogen and 75 
percent of phosphorus as well as considerable 
amounts of carbon. 
Because forest leaf litter is an important source of 
carbon that can be used to create the composted 
material, Governor Rendell announced that the De-
partment of Conservation and Natural Resources 
and the Department of Environmental Protection 
are collaborating on a project to demonstrate the 
use of these materials to help reduce nutrient run-
off. Widespread adoption of this technique would 
be a powerful tool to address nutrient runoff, one 
of the major sources of water quality degradation. 
The Chesapeake Executive Council was estab-
lished by the Chesapeake Bay Agreement of 1983 
to coordinate the work of restoring and protecting 
Chesapeake Bay. In accordance with the 1987 
Chesapeake Bay Agreement, the council is the 
governing body for restoration efforts undertaken 
by Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, the District 
of Columbia, U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency and Chesapeake Bay Commission. 
Governor Rendell is the state’s first chief executive 
to serve as chairman of the Chesapeake Executive 
Council since its inception. At the conclusion of 
his term November 29, 2005, Governor Rendell 
turned over the chairmanship duties to Maryland 
Governor Robert L. Ehrlich Jr. during a ceremony 
at National Geographic Society’s headquarters in 
Washington, D.C. 
Source: DEP http://www.dep.state.pa.us 
 

flow to the Bay. The Potomac River adds an-
other 20 percent. 
As part of the Chesapeake 2000 Agreement 
among Bay states and partners, Pennsylvania 
agreed to reduce yearly nitrogen, phosphorus 
and sediment discharges to the Bay to no more 
than 71.9 million pounds, 2.46 million pounds 
and 0.995 million tons, respectively. These re-
ductions are projected to prevent localized im-
pairment and improve water quality in the Bay. 
“We are moving aggressively to restore Pennsyl-
vania’s waterways -- reducing nutrients and 
sediments that flow into local streams and impair 
our rivers,” Governor Rendell said. “The innova-
tions we’re putting in place today and the actions 
we’re taking now will contribute further to the 
state’s already successful efforts to restore these 
vital natural resources.” 
As recognized by the American Farmland Trust, 
Pennsylvania leads the nation in the number of 
farms and acres of farmland protected. Pennsyl-
vania has preserved 2,717 farms totaling 
311,679 acres -- more than any other state in the 
nation. 
Pennsylvania already has reached the Chesa-
peake 2000 Agreement land preservation goal to 
permanently preserve 20 percent of the land area 
in its Bay watershed. More than 3 million acres 
are preserved. By the end of 2005, Pennsylvania 
also will have restored 1,135 miles of riparian 
forest buffers more than 35-feet wide. 
More than 2,250 acres of wetlands have been 
restored and an additional 2,830 wetland acres 
have been enhanced to improve their function. 
Pennsylvania also has made the restoration of 
fish passageways a high priority. To date, 548 
stream miles have been opened. Pennsylvania 
has advanced the removal of more than 50 dams 
and the construction of nearly a dozen fish pas-
sage facilities in the Susquehanna River Basin 
since 1994. 
In addition to these efforts, Rodale Research has 
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More Environmental Gift Ideas  

 
 

 
More environmental gift ideas and holiday waste 
reduction tips were sent in by Digest readers, 
and we have space for more! 
 
Planting 11 trees will offset the carbon dioxide 
produced by driving a mid-sized sedan 7,500 
miles helping to reduce climate change gasses. 
(American Forests) 
 
Removing invasive species or planting native 
species on a 10 by 10 foot area will restore 100 
square fee of watershed and clean and store up to 
180 gallons of fresh water annually. (Mid-
Atlantic Ecological Landscapes Initiative) 
 
Looking for inspiring and educational documen-
taries, books and posters about the environment 
and wildlife of Pennsylvania? Visit the Green-
Treks Network 
https://www.greentreks.org/gifts/index1.asp or 
 the Wild Resource Conservation Fund Nature 
Shop. 
http://www.natureshop.dcnr.state.pa.us/WRCFS
hop.asp?ShopperID=C200DE1D33DA4A14BD
EFA9AE73F853EF 
 
The Department of Environmental Protection 
also put together some holiday waste reduction 
tips to make the holiday more fun and environ-
ment friendly. 
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/news/cwp/view.a
sp?a=3&q=482422 
 
Email your gift ideas to: 
DHess@HolstonCrisci.com 
 
Source: PA Environment Digest 

buildings and there is a senior citizen discount for 
those older than 65.  
Since the mine subsidence insurance program was 
created in 1961, it has paid more than $20 million 
in claim repairs.  
The enhanced Web site, located at 
www.paMSI.org, enables residents to view maps 
of municipalities in Allegheny, Butler, Blair, Cam-
bria, Clarion, Fayette, Greene, Indiana, Washing-
ton and Westmoreland counties, where mine subsi-
dence problems are acute. Residents in those coun-
ties can identify their neighborhood to determine if 
mining took place there and decide whether insur-
ance is needed.  
Residents in unlisted municipalities or other coun-
ties can complete an online, site-specific request 
form for the same information, or they can call the 
MSI help desk at 1-800-922-1678 to find out if 
their property is at risk. Those without Internet ser-
vice also may call the help desk, which is open 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday.  
Mine subsidence insurance also is available 
through some homeowners’ insurance agents.  
The new MSI Web site helps residents find the 
nearest agent who is registered with DEP to sell 
MSI simply by typing a zip code into the “Find an 
Agent” search engine. Residents then can contact 
the agent and ask to have mine locations relative to 
their home address checked. The agent will submit 
an application to the MSI office on the resident’s 
behalf.  
In addition to MSI information, the Web site con-
tains a graphic illustration of how mine subsidence 
occurs and a gallery of photographs of homes dam-
aged by mine subsidence, detailing the kind of de-
struction that can occur in a subsidence event. The 
site also highlights recent mine subsidence cases 
that were mentioned in news accounts.  
For more information on mine subsidence insur-
ance, visit the site at www.paMSI.org.  
 


