
Germany-Based Conergy’s Commitment Builds on State’s National, Interna-

tional Leadership in Development, Deployment of Alternative Energy 

Move Promises to Bring $100 Million in Investments, 50 Jobs to Pennsylvania 

 

Governor Edward G. Rendell today announced that Germany-based Conergy 

AG – the world’s largest solar power integration company – has agreed to lo-

cate the North American headquarters of its financial subsidiary, voltwerk, and 

the East Coast operations of its solar engineering and installation subsidiary, 

SunTechnics, in Pennsylvania.  

                                             (continued on page 2) 
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Grants will Help Reduce Dependence on Imported Oil, Improve Environment 

Governor Edward G. Rendell today announced the investment of more than $3 

million in Alternative Fuel Incentive Grants to stimulate the production, distri-

bution and use of biofuels made in Pennsylvania.  

The grants leverage more than $40 million in private funds for the production 

of almost 64 million gallons of clean-burning biodiesel annually, as well as for 

the installation of storage tanks that are needed to distribute and sell biofuels. 

AFIG also covers 100 percent of the added costs to eligible applicants who pur-

chase high-percentage biofuels blends for use in their fleets.  

“Pennsylvania has aggressively pursued a leadership role in advancing the tech-

nology and deployment of alternative fuels in order to build a dynamic new  
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The move will create up to 50 engineering, financing and management jobs and up to $100 million in clean 

energy deals over the next three years.  

“The international community is taking notice of Pennsylvania’s clean energy efforts,” Governor Rendell 

said. “Our commonwealth is a leader in helping to build and deploy a diverse array of alternative energy 

projects, and that leadership is attracting investments in manufacturing and creating jobs for our residents. 

Pennsylvania’s new economy is being powered by clean energy development, and the door is open to even 

more opportunities as markets continue to grow.”  

Conergy, through its voltwerk and SunTechnics divisions, develops more renewable energy systems than 

any other company in the world, principally focusing on solar, wind and bioenergy projects. The company 

cited the growth potential of these sources in Pennsylvania as its reasons for selecting the commonwealth as 

a base.  

“The renewable energy market in the United States is growing rapidly and Pennsylvania is taking a leader-

ship role,” said Mac Moore, regional head for Conergy in North America. “With the state’s forward-

thinking policies, we see tremendous potential to develop renewable energy projects and are very pleased to 

become a part of Pennsylvania’s business community.”  

As one of the most successful international companies specializing in alternative energy projects, Conergy’s 

decision to base operations in Pennsylvania shows that the state remains a key American market for clean 

energy investment. The state also is home to the Spanish wind-energy company Gamesa Corp., the second 

largest wind energy company in the world.  

The state is central to growing solar and biofuel sectors. Pennsylvania’s clean energy law mandates some 

700 megawatts of electricity from solar photovoltaics by 2020, the second largest solar requirement in the 

country. Within a year, the state also could be the nation’s leading producer of biodiesel with a projected 40 

million gallons of annual production.  

There are more than 5,000 megawatts of untapped wind power in the state, with the potential to generate 45 

billion kilowatt-hours annually, or enough to power more than 5 million homes.  

The relationship between Pennsylvania and Conergy began when officials from the Department of Environ-

mental Protection and the Department of Community and Economic Development visited Germany in May 

during the WindEnergy 2006 conference. Thousands of companies, individuals, investors and energy asso-

ciations from 26 countries participated in the event. Pennsylvania was the only U.S. state afforded a key-

note speaking opportunity.  

Conergy officials later traveled to Pennsylvania to meet with Governor Rendell, who provided a showcase 

of Pennsylvania’s clean energy initiatives and introduced officials to companies working on advanced tech-

nologies in the solar, wind and biofuel sectors.  

“Pennsylvania has an international audience, with a growing array of manufacturers and investors looking 

to set up business in our state,” said DEP Secretary Kathleen A. McGinty, who represented the Governor in 
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Germany. “Rather than sending jobs overseas, Governor Rendell is bringing overseas jobs to Pennsylvania, 

showcasing the benefits that can be realized by refocusing our priorities on clean, advanced, indigenous en-

ergy resources.”  

Conergy’s investment in the commonwealth is a direct result of Governor Rendell’s $15 million World 

Trade PA initiative, which quadrupled DCED’s international development budget to accelerate and expand 

the current trade and investment activities and increase the state’s global competitiveness. World Trade PA 

has three major strategies: increase Pennsylvania’s share of trade in foreign markets, attract new direct in-

vestment to secure jobs and capital, and leverage global networks from Pennsylvania's colleges and univer-

sities.  

Conergy went public on Germany’s Frankfurt Stock Exchange on March 17, 2005, and has experienced tre-

mendous growth. The Hamburg-based company was established in 1996 by Hans-Martin Rueter and at first 

run from his living room. It now has more than 1,500 employees worldwide and anticipates revenues of 

more than $1 billion in 2006 compared to $672 million last year --- a 50 percent increase.  

“In today’s competitive, global economy, Pennsylvania companies compete against international firms, and 

the state faces tough competition to attract cross-border investment,” DCED Secretary Dennis Yablonsky 

said. “Combined with the Governor’s strategic investments, World Trade PA is helping companies of all 

sizes thrive in today’s global market and become a driving force in international trade and investment.”  

Governor Rendell has pursued a broad array of policies and financial tools to promote advanced energy pro-

jects in the commonwealth.  

Pennsylvania’s Alternative Energy Portfolio Standard, one of the most progressive in the nation, ensures 

that 18 percent of all retail energy generated by 2020 comes from clean, efficient and advanced resources. 

The law promises to build substantially on the state’s leadership in wind production east of the Mississippi, 

with wind sources providing enough clean energy to power some 70,000 homes.  

Because of that leadership, Governor Rendell was able to lead a campaign to land the Spanish wind-energy 

company Gamesa Corp., the second largest wind energy company in the world, beating out many other vy-

ing states. With its U.S. headquarters in Philadelphia and manufacturing facilities in Bucks and Cambria 

counties, Gamesa represents an $84 million investment in the state that will create as many as 1,000 jobs 

over five years.  

The state’s clean energy law far surpasses other states in ensuring wide distribution and use of zero-

pollution solar power. By 2021, when the solar share is in full effect, utilities will be required to purchase 

700 megawatts of solar-produced electricity—the second largest solar requirement in the nation.  

The commonwealth is leading in other areas of advanced energy development, creating jobs and cleaning 

up the environment while putting indigenous resources to work.  

The Governor recently redoubled the commonwealth’s “green” electricity commitment to 20 percent, mak-

ing Pennsylvania the largest state purchaser of green electricity in the nation. Pennsylvania also is second 
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only to California in the number of buildings certified by the U.S. Green Building Council under the inter-

nationally recognized Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design program.  

Governor Rendell’s “PennSecurity Fuels Initiative” will produce and use 900-million gallons annually of 

clean, domestic fuel – an amount equivalent to what the state is expected to import from the Persian Gulf 10 

years from now. The Governor is investing $30 million over the next five years to build re-fueling and pro-

duction infrastructure to support wide distribution of the alternative fuels.  

Pennsylvania very well could be the nation’s leading producer of biodiesel within the year, going from 

practically nowhere a year ago to a projected 40-million gallons of annual production. The state also con-

tains enough plant matter to produce in excess of 500 million gallons of cellulosic ethanol per year.  

The nation’s first coal gasification-liquefaction plant is being built in northeastern Pennsylvania. The facil-

ity will use waste coal to produce 40-million gallons of clean-burning diesel fuel each year. What the Gov-

ernor is doing to support the project is unprecedented, creating a fuel consortium with private industry to 

purchase nearly all of the offtake. Pennsylvania will lock in its supply for some 10 years at prices well be-

low current market values and ensure a long-term, viable market for the plant.  

Pennsylvanians now spend some $30 billion per year on imported energy fuels. Instead of spending over-

seas, Governor Rendell is investing at home and putting Pennsylvanians to work.  

Brought back to life after years of inactivity, the Pennsylvania Energy Development Authority has awarded 

$21 million in grants and loans for 57 clean energy projects that will leverage $240 million in private in-

vestment. The projects will create 975 permanent and construction jobs.  

The Pennsylvania Energy Harvest Grant Program has awarded $21 million and leveraged another $51.9 

million in private funds since its inception in May 2003 for projects using sources such as wind, solar, bio-

mass, waste coal and recycled energy.  

For more information on Governor Rendell’s energy initiatives, visit the department’s Web site at 

www.depweb.state.pa.us, Keyword: “Energy.” For more information on Conergy, please visit the com-

pany’s Web site at www.conergy.com.  

Source: DEP 
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GOVERNOR RENDELL ANNOUNCES $3 MILLION INVESTMENT IN ALTERNATIVE FUEL 

TECHNOLOGIES (continued) 

commercial sector that diversifies our energy supplies and puts people to  

work,” Governor Rendell said. “These strategic investments will move us further down the road to true en-

ergy security for the people and businesses of Pennsylvania.”  

Environmental Protection Secretary Kathleen A. McGinty announced the $3 million investment of AFIG 

funds during an event at Heinz Field, which will provide much of the waste vegetable oil used to produce 

biodiesel for the city of Pittsburgh’s fleet. The city received a $303,675 grant to cover the incremental cost 

of almost 1.2 million gallons of biodiesel and to provide biodiesel storage tanks at city refueling sites.  

Pittsburgh joins other Pennsylvania entities converting fleets to biodiesel. The Pennsylvania Turnpike Com-

mission, York County Transit Authority and Great Valley School District in Chester County also are early 

adopters of this environmentally- and fiscally-responsible fuels strategy. Because there are no mechanical 

changes needed for vehicle fleets to operate on the cleaner-burning biodiesel, the switch to this fuel is rela-

tively simple. Further, it has been shown that biodiesel reduces wear on engines and helps to cut down on 

maintenance expenses.  

“Pittsburgh’s purchase represents a far-reaching combination of environmental protection and economic 

development,” McGinty said. “By combining the recycling of waste vegetable oil with the local production 

of cleaning-burning biodiesel that will fuel its fleet, the city is supporting innovative new businesses, reduc-

ing waste and lowering emissions of soot and pollutants that form smog. This is high-performance public 

policy that truly deserves our support.”  

By emphasizing investments in ethanol and biodiesel, AFIG supports Governor Rendell’s “PennSecurity 

Fuels Initiative” to produce and use 900 million gallons annually of clean, domestic fuel --- an amount 

equal to what the state is expected to import from the Persian Gulf 10 years from now. The Governor is in-

vesting $30 million over the next five years to build re-fueling and production infrastructure to support 

wide distribution of the alternative fuels.  

Pennsylvania will be a national leader in production of biodiesel, with annual production capacity of more 

than 60 million gallons expected to be online by the end of 2007. The state also contains enough plant mat-

ter to produce in excess of 500 million gallons of cellulosic ethanol per year.  

For the first time, AFIG offered incentives to Pennsylvania producers of biodiesel and ethanol: 5 cents a 

gallon to Pennsylvania producers of biodiesel or ethanol, up to 12.5 million gallons in 12-month periods. 

These clean fuels made from indigenous sources help reduce the state’s dependence on imported oil, im-

prove environmental quality and foster economic development by encouraging the deployment of innova-

tive energy technologies.  

The grant round also includes $75,000 for Greater Philadelphia Clean Cities’ E85 Corridor project, which 

previously received $283,380 in federal funding. The project will convert at least 12 fueling stations to pro-

vide E85, a blend of 85 percent ethanol and 15 percent gasoline, along a 200-mile corridor stretching from 

central Pennsylvania to the Philadelphia suburbs.  
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GOVERNOR RENDELL ANNOUNCES $3 MILLION INVESTMENT IN ALTERNATIVE FUEL 

TECHNOLOGIES (continued) 

Earlier this year, three Sheetz convenience stores in Allegheny County began offering E85. Other retail lo-

cations in Pennsylvania selling E85 are Pacific Pride in Middletown, Dauphin County, and three in Lancas-

ter County: WoGo in Lititz, HC Rineer & Sons in Strasburg, and Molly’s Convenience Store in Manheim.  

The Pennsylvania E85 Corridor Project is the effort of private and public sector organizations working to-

gether to reduce petroleum use in the transportation sector and provide the fueling needs of flexible-fuel 

vehicles (FFVs) throughout Pennsylvania. There are approximately 160,000 FFVs operating in Pennsyl-

vania already and the major automakers are offering numerous models of FFVs at no extra cost compared 

to similar gasoline-only units. Flexible-fuel vehicles are capable of using gasoline or ethanol blends.  

Studies show that alternative fuels are cleaner than conventional fuels, emitting little to no particulate mat-

ter, less carbon monoxide and fewer pollutants that contribute to ground-level ozone, or smog.  

The use of biodiesel and ethanol fuels offers an alternative to conventional transportation fuels that come 

primarily from petroleum imported from foreign countries, making AFIG even more significant as a means 

of promoting reliable sources of energy at stable, affordable prices for Pennsylvania consumers, businesses 

and local governments.  

Governor Rendell signed an expansion of the state’s Alternative Fuels Incentive Grant Program (Act 178 of 

2004) into law two years ago, enabling DEP to increase funding for projects.  

The law also allows DEP to offer a rebate instead of a grant to commonwealth residents who purchase hy-

brid electric and alternative fuel vehicles. Hybrid-vehicle purchasers can now apply throughout the year and 

will be eligible for the rebate as long as funding is available and DEP receives the required information 

within six months of the purchase. This year, Pennsylvania doubled the amount of grants available for hy-

brid vehicle rebates to a total of $3 million.  

Since its inception in 1992, DEP has awarded almost $32 million through AFIG for 999 projects in almost 

every county in the commonwealth. DEP has also awarded more than $2.5 million since March 2005 to in-

dividuals who purchased hybrid electric vehicles. AFIG funds have leveraged more than $118 million from 

public and private fleet operators, fuel providers and the federal government.  

Governor Rendell has pursued a broad array of policies and financial tools to promote advanced energy pro-

jects in the commonwealth.  

Pennsylvania’s Alternative Energy Portfolio Standard, one of the most progressive in the nation, ensures 

that 18 percent of all retail energy generated by 2020 comes from clean, efficient and advanced resources. 

The law promises to substantially build on the state’s leadership in wind production east of the Mississippi, 

with wind sources providing enough clean energy to power some 70,000 homes.  

Because of that leadership, Governor Rendell was able to lead a campaign to land the Spanish wind-energy 

company Gamesa Corp., the second largest wind energy company in the world, beating out many other vy-

ing states. With its U.S. headquarters in Philadelphia and manufacturing facilities in Bucks and Cambria 

counties, Gamesa represents an $84 million investment in the state that will create as many as 1,000 jobs 
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TECHNOLOGIES (continued) 

over five years.  

The state’s clean energy law far surpasses other states in ensuring the wide distribution and use of zero-

pollution solar power. By 2021, when the solar share is in full effect, utilities will be required to purchase 

700 megawatts of solar-produced electricity—the second largest solar requirement in the nation.  

In November, Governor Rendell announced that Germany-based Conergy AG – the world’s largest solar 

power integration company – has agreed to locate the North American headquarters of its financial subsidi-

ary, voltwerk, and the East Coast operations of its solar engineering and installation subsidiary, SunTech-

nics, in Pennsylvania. The move will create up to 50 engineering, financing and management jobs and up to 

$100 million in clean energy deals over the next three years.  

The commonwealth is leading in other areas of advanced energy development, creating jobs and cleaning 

up the environment while putting indigenous resources to work.  

The Governor recently redoubled the commonwealth’s “green” electricity commitment to 20 percent, mak-

ing Pennsylvania the largest state purchaser of green electricity in the nation. On Monday, Pennsylvania 

received a 2006 Green Power Leadership award from the U.S Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and 

the U.S Department of Energy (DOE) for its green electricity purchasing leadership. The annual awards 

recognize leading national green power purchasers and suppliers for their commitment and contribution to 

helping advance the development of the nation’s green power market.  

Pennsylvania also is second only to California in the number of buildings certified by the U.S. Green Build-

ing Council under the internationally recognized Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design program.  

The nation’s first coal gasification-liquefaction plant is being built in northeastern Pennsylvania. The facil-

ity will use waste coal to produce 40-million gallons of clean-burning diesel fuel each year. What the Gov-

ernor is doing to support the project is unprecedented, creating a fuel consortium with private industry to 

purchase nearly all of the offtake. Pennsylvania will lock in its supply for some 10 years at prices well be-

low current market values and ensure a long-term, viable market for the plant.  

Pennsylvanians now spend some $30 billion per year on imported energy fuels. Instead of spending over-

seas, Governor Rendell is investing at home and putting Pennsylvanians to work.  

Brought back to life after years of inactivity, the Pennsylvania Energy Development Authority has awarded 

$21 million in grants and loans for 57 clean energy projects that will leverage $240 million in private in-

vestment. The projects will create 975 permanent and construction jobs.  

The Pennsylvania Energy Harvest Grant Program has awarded $21 million and leveraged another $51.9 

million in private funds since its inception in May 2003 for projects using sources such as wind, solar, bio-

mass, waste coal and recycled energy.  

For more information on AFIG grants, visit DEP’s Web site at www.dep.state.pa.us, Keyword: “Alternative 

Fuels.” 

Source: DEP 
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IRRC APPROVES STATE-SPECIFIC PLAN TO 

CONTROL TOXIC MERCURY EMISSIONS 

 

Governor Edward G. Rendell today announced that Pennsylvania’s Independent Regulatory Review 

Commission has approved a plan to cut toxic mercury emissions from coal-fired power plants in Pennsyl-

vania by 90 percent by 2015. The state-specific plan would supersede a weaker rule put in place by the fed-

eral government.  

“This is a landmark victory for environmental protection and public health in Pennsylvania,” Governor 

Rendell said. “We cannot accept that our state is laden with more toxic mercury pollution than nearly any-

where else in the nation and do nothing about it. The state-specific plan will change that by keeping our 

residents safe and the environment clean, and enhancing efforts to attract new investment to our common-

wealth with the promise of a higher quality of life.”  

IRRC voted 3-2 to approve the two-step state-specific plan that requires an 80 percent reduction in mercury 

emissions by 2010, and a 90 percent reduction by 2015. Unlike the federal program, trading of mercury al-

lowances is prohibited under Pennsylvania’s proposal.  

The Department of Environmental Protection has submitted the approved state-specific plan to the U.S. En-

vironmental Protection Agency for review. States had until Nov. 17 to notify EPA about how they intend to 

comply with the federal rule or implement and enforce their own more protective standards for coal-fired 

power plants.  

Pennsylvania’s rulemaking still requires review by the state attorney general before becoming final. The 

state legislature also reserved for itself an additional 14 days for possible further consideration of the plan.  

IRRC’s approval follows a 17-3 endorsement in October by the state’s Environmental Quality Board, 

also an independent regulatory review panel. EQB received 10,934 responses, a record for a rulemaking in 

Pennsylvania, during a lengthy public comment period. Nearly all of the commentators supported Governor 

Rendell’s approach over the ineffective federal rule; fewer than three-dozen opposed the state plan.  

“A great deal of effort has been invested in the development and review of this plan, which means so much 

for the health of our residents, the environment and Pennsylvania’s economy,” DEP Secretary Kathleen A. 

McGinty said. “The benefits that Pennsylvania will achieve by taking effective action to reduce mercury 

emissions are significant.”  

Pennsylvania has 36 plants with 78 electric generating units that represent 20,000 megawatts of capacity. 

The commonwealth is second, behind only Texas, both in terms of total mercury emissions from all sources 

and the total amount of mercury pollution coming from power plants. Nearly 80 percent of the 5 tons of 

mercury emitted in Pennsylvania comes from power plants.  

Mercury is a persistent, bio-accumulative neurotoxin that can remain active in the environment for more 

than 10,000 years. It endangers pregnant women, children, subsistence fishermen and recreational anglers 

who are most at risk for health effects that include brain and nervous system damage in children and heart 

and immune system damage for adults.  



IRRC APPROVES STATE-SPECIFIC PLAN TO 

CONTROL TOXIC MERCURY EMISSIONS (continued) 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds found that a 30-

percent to 100-percent reduction of mercury emissions nationally would translate into a $600 million to $2 

billion cost savings. The cost savings were attributed largely to reduced health risks, including cardiovascu-

lar disease.  

A study prepared by the Harvard Center for Risk Analysis revealed that EPA miscalculated the “nature of 

the risk involved” when it devised its rule. This study found the public benefit of reducing power plant mer-

cury emissions to 15 tons per year ranges from $119 million annually (if only persistent IQ deficits from 

fetal exposures to methyl mercury are counted) to as much as $5.2 billion annually (if IQ deficits, cardio-

vascular effects and premature mortality are counted).  

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention found that about 6 percent of women have mercury levels 

in their blood above what the National Academy of Sciences, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration and 

EPA say is safe. That means each year an estimated 600,000 babies are born who have been exposed to un-

safe levels of mercury in the womb.  

Pennsylvania’s plan was crafted after an enhanced stakeholder process that featured a diverse group of pub-

lic and private individuals who met four times to examine technology, emission control levels, testing, 

monitoring, record keeping and reporting, compliance schedules, health effects, power generation capacity, 

infrastructure and economic competitiveness.  

Details about Pennsylvania’s state-specific mercury reduction plan are available on DEP’s Web site at 

www.depweb.state.pa.us. For releases, related articles and testimony, click on “Mercury Reduction Plan.” 

For a history on the rulemaking, use Keyword: “Mercury Rule.”  

Source: DEP 
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