
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Clean Air Mercury Rule will cost 

Pennsylvania jobs and export energy investments to other states, Environmental 

Protection Secretary Kathleen A. McGinty said today.  

“EPA’s rule encourages utilities to invest in improvements to facilities in other 

states instead of upgrading power plants in Pennsylvania,” McGinty said. “Not 

only does the federal rule send energy dollars and construction jobs out of state, 

but it also makes our commonwealth less competitive by discouraging enhance-

ments to our own energy infrastructure.  

“We need to change course to keep our economy strong.”  

Because of banking and trading provisions in the federal mercury rule, utilities 

can buy their way out of cleaning up mercury pollution at Pennsylvania power  
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GOVERNOR RENDELL SAYS COAL IS A SIGNIFICANT PIECE OF 

PA’S CLEAN ENERGY FUTURE 

Governor Continues Push for Measures to Enhance Mine Safety 

Governor Edward G. Rendell’s energy initiatives are making Pennsylvania a 

leader in advancing clean coal technologies that put to use the state’s indige-

nous resources to spur investments, create jobs and improve the environment.  

Addressing some 800 members of Families Organized to Represent the Coal 

Economy, or FORCE, in Washington County, Governor Rendell urged passage 

of his legislation to protect miners, modernize Pennsylvania’s mine safety laws 

and keep pace with a rapidly changing industry.  

“Mining has been a cornerstone of Pennsylvania’s economy for 250 years, and I 

believe our best days are still to come,” Governor Rendell said.  

“America’s energy past is grounded right here in Pennsylvania, where our coal  
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By Jack Walters, ACSL Conservation Chair 

The Conservation Pledge 

I give my pledge as an  

American to save 

 and faithfully defend from 

waste,  

the natural resources of my 

country;  

the soil, the water, the air,  

the minerals, the plant life and 

the wildlife. 

This is my Pledge! 
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plants. Utilities do not have to make emission reductions. Instead, they can  

purchase these reductions from upgraded facilities in other states as opposed to investing to clean up plants 

in Pennsylvania. There are no guarantees that Pennsylvania will see any significant reduction in mercury 

emissions.  

This cost would be borne by Pennsylvania utilities and ultimately commonwealth residents, who would pay 

to upgrade competitor’s plants and clean up other state’s environments.  

Historically with trading programs, Pennsylvania utilities have purchased their reductions instead of invest-

ing to improve their plants. The result is a “paper” reduction rather than any “actual” drop in emissions 

from Pennsylvania plants. For example, total current sulfur dioxide allowances to address acid rain equal 

540,000 tons. Pennsylvania facilities emit 1 million tons of sulfur dioxide per year, meaning the common-

wealth pays for improvements at plants in other states sufficient to reduce their pollution by about 460,000 

tons.  

In fact, power companies in Pennsylvania have bought credits and thereby paid for upgrades at plants in 

other states to a greater extent than power companies in any other state in the union.  

“If we keep paying to upgrade plants in the Midwest, it won’t be long before our plants get shut down in 

favor of their upgraded, better-performing competitors as the power grid increasingly becomes more inte-

grated,” McGinty said. “In just the last few years, the grid that serves Pennsylvania now serves all or part of 

13 states. We push policies that push upgrades out of state at our peril.  

“Governor Rendell’s state-specific rule keeps these investment dollars in Pennsylvania and creates jobs by 

insisting that scrubbers and other control technologies be installed on power plants in the commonwealth to 

keep our economy growing and our environment clean,” McGinty said.  

The federal rule also sets the toughest standards for Pennsylvania’s bituminous coal and encourages utilities 

to meet mercury reduction obligations by switching to sub-bituminous coal mined in the West. This “fuel 

switching” provision may result in a very real and significant economic dislocation for the state’s coal in-

dustry.  

Pennsylvania’s proposed state-specific rule preserves the market share for bituminous coal by presuming 

compliance for electric generating units that burn 100 percent bituminous with advanced air control tech-

nologies. Governor Rendell’s proposed rule will make it tougher to switch fuels, protecting and growing the 

market for Pennsylvania coal.  

“The simple fact is this: The federal rule burdens our coal communities and drives investments out of Penn-

sylvania -- creating jobs to upgrade plants in other states as our facilities grow increasingly outdated and 

uncompetitive,” McGinty said.  

Details about Pennsylvania’s state-specific mercury reduction plan are available on DEP’s Web site at 

www.depweb.state.pa.us, Keywords: “Mercury Rule.” 

Source: DEP 
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and our miners helped to fuel an industrial revolution. The country’s energy future is right here, too,” Gov-

ernor Rendell said. “We have the resources, the manpower and the ingenuity to both strengthen our econ-

omy and change the way our country produces fuel and thinks about energy.”  

The Governor has launched some major initiatives to build a clean energy future in Pennsylvania, putting in 

place the policies and financial incentives needed to develop the state’s homegrown resources, especially 

coal.  

Pennsylvania is home to one of the nation’s most progressive alternative energy portfolio standards, ensur-

ing that 18 percent of all energy generated by 2020 comes from clean, efficient and advanced resources -- 

not just traditional renewables but also coal mine methane, waste coal and coal gasification.  

The nation’s first coal gasification-liquefaction plant is proposed for construction in Schuylkill County, 

where the plant will use waste coal to produce 40 millions of clean-burning diesel fuel each year. Construc-

tion of Waste Management and Processors Inc.’s waste-coal-to-diesel plant will create as many as 1,000 

jobs; operating the plant will produce another 600 permanent, high-paying positions. The plant will clean 

up tens of millions of tons of waste coal while giving the state clean diesel at a fraction of the price paid to-

day.  

Pennsylvania has the largest abandoned mine lands problem in the country, with 8,529 acres of unreclaimed 

refuse piles and 2.1 billion tons of waste coal that impair rivers and streams with polluted runoff. There are 

few uses for waste coal except electricity generation, and there simply are not enough available resources to 

address this multi-billion dollar problem.  

Governor Rendell is magnifying state investments to turn this $15 billion abandoned mine challenge into an 

economic opportunity. State-of-the-art waste coal power plants are helping to power the economy by put-

ting to use an energy source that otherwise would be a threat to the environment and a hazard to public 

health.  

With encouragement and support from the state, coal mine methane is being captured and used for fuel 

rather than simply being vented into the air and wasted. Not only are projects like this a boon to the envi-

ronment, but with record-high natural gas prices, this new fuel source benefits the economy as well.  

“Our commonwealth has a rich mining history,” Governor Rendell said. “And while our mines are among 

the safest in the world with consistently high production, we want to make sure they remain safe.”  

Since taking office, Governor Rendell has ushered in a series of changes to enhance mine safety in Pennsyl-

vania. Changes include revising mine permitting and inspection procedures so the Department of Environ-

mental Protection’s mine safety experts have a direct role, putting in place stringent requirements for verifi-

cation of underground mine maps and revising training protocols for mine safety personnel.  

Despite these improvements, legislative changes are still needed. The commonwealth’s deep mine safety 

law was written in 1889 and last updated in 1961. Governor Rendell first unveiled his legislative package in  

                                                                    (continued on page 4) 
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July 2004, proposing some of the most significant changes in decades. Among the proposals:  

 Make the mine owner or operator primarily responsible for safety compliance at the mine, and allow DEP 

to assess fines and penalties for noncompliance. Currently, only individual certified employees or supervi-

sors, such as foremen, can be held responsible for an accident, not the mine company or its executives.  

 Create a three-member Mine Safety Board with the authority to promulgate regulations to keep pace with 

mine safety technology. The board could act quickly to put in place necessary improvements and precau-

tionary measures to keep miners safe as the industry continues to advance.  

 Eliminate obsolete language in Pennsylvania’s mine safety statutes to remove references to animals and 

stables in mines, and references about transporting miners into the mines on conveyer belts, among other 

outdated provisions.  

 Increase to 500 feet from 200 feet the distance from which a bituminous underground operator must con-

duct advanced drilling when approaching an adjacent mine that may contain water or gas. (This has been 

instituted administratively as well.)  

After the West Virgnia accidents, the Governor expanded his proposal by adding new provisions that aim to 

protect miners in the event of an accident and assist the rescuers trying to reach them.  

Mines would need an approved escape plan that prompts faster emergency response, requires stockpiled 

oxygen and seeks better communications to better track underground miners. The plan incorporates the in-

stallation of “lifelines” that miners can grab and use as a guide to safety if they are ever trapped in an area 

that fills with smoke or debris, as well as the location of safe places in the mines for workers to seek refuge 

in case escape routes are blocked.  

In February, Governor Rendell ordered DEP’s Bureau of Mine Safety to re-inspect the state’s active under-

ground mines. The enhanced inspections took place on top of all normal activities. The Governor’s pro-

posed 2006-07 General Fund budget includes $508,000 for underground mine safety and enhanced inspec-

tion initiatives.  

FORCE was created in 2002 by families, businesses and communities to support and retain coal-related 

jobs in Pennsylvania; network all coal-related businesses; give supporters of coal a voice; and make mem-

bers aware of coal’s impact on the state’s economy. FORCE has 86 member companies representing more 

than 11,000 people.  

The coal economy is made up of utility plants, fuel suppliers, equipment suppliers, legal professionals, ac-

countants, machinists, transportation companies, chemical suppliers, engineering companies, construction 

facilities and coal companies.  

Pennsylvania has more than 27 billion tons of proven coal reserves that will last for another 300 years at 

current mining production rates. The commonwealth is the fourth largest coal-producing state, generating  

                                                                    (continued on page 5) 
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more than 70 million tons of coal annually and employing thousands of people in mining and related indus-

tries.  

For more information on mining, visit DEP’s Web site at www.depweb.state.pa.us, Keyword: “Active Min-

ing Operations.”  

Source: DEP 

DEP ISSUES DROUGHT WATCH FOR ENTIRE STATE 

Lack of Rainfall Leads to Call for Voluntary Water Use Reduction 

 

Environmental Protection Secretary Kathleen A. McGinty today put all 67 Pennsylvania counties under a 

drought watch and called on residents to voluntarily reduce water use by 5 percent.  

“Despite recent rainfall, precipitation levels over the last two months are below normal in every corner of 

the commonwealth,” McGinty said. “Two-thirds of our counties are 50 percent or more below their normal 

precipitation levels. The remaining counties are reporting a deficit of at least 25 percent.  

“Although conservation is a year-round responsibility, now is the time for residents to manage water re-

sources even more carefully to avoid serious problems if precipitation levels do not return to normal in the 

coming weeks,” McGinty said.  

In addition to below normal precipitation, groundwater and surface water levels are low in many regions of 

the state. Even in areas with normal or near-normal groundwater and surface water levels, those levels are 

declining rapidly.  

The Susquehanna River is 65 percent below its normal flow. Several streams and rivers recently posted re-

cord low flows for this time of year, including: Loyalhanna Creek, Westmoreland County; the Clarion 

River, Clarion County; Dyberry Creek, Wayne County; the Schuylkill River, Schuylkill County; Muncy 

Creek, Sullivan County; and Conodoguinet Creek, Cumberland County.  

Public water suppliers, businesses and industries should monitor supplies during this drought watch period. 

Water-intensive commercial users should try to conserve water.  

A drought watch is the lowest of three levels of drought status, asking for a 5 percent reduction in water use 

by residents. The next stage, a drought warning, calls for a voluntary reduction of 10 percent to 15 percent.  

                                                                   (continued on page 8) 
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SUMMER OZONE SEASON BEGINS IN PENNSYLVANIA 

DEP Meteorologists Will Issue Daily Ozone Forecasts at 2 p.m. 

Again this year, Pennsylvanians will know when the outside summer air is unhealthy, thanks to daily ozone 

forecasts.  

Department of Environmental Protection Secretary Kathleen A. McGinty today said daily weather forecasts 

will be used to predict when concentrations of ground-level ozone might reach harmful levels, or exceed 

federal health-based standards. The daily ozone forecasts will be issued every day at 2 p.m. until the ozone 

season ends in mid-September. “High levels of ground-level ozone affect everyone, especially children, the 

elderly and people with respiratory illnesses,” McGinty said during the first day of the ozone season. “All 

of us can help to reduce ozone by making small changes in our daily activities, like carpooling or taking 

advantage of public transportation. With the high cost of fuel, these ideas not only help to clean our air but 

they also help to save families money.”  

Ozone in the upper atmosphere protects the skin by shielding it from harmful ultraviolet rays. But ground-

level ozone is a key component of smog and forms during warm weather when pollution from vehicles, in-

dustry, households and power plants “bakes” in the hot sun. Young children, the elderly, people with 

asthma or other lung ailments, and those who work or exercise regularly outdoors are most susceptible to 

the harmful effects of ground-level ozone.  

DEP is partnering with the Susquehanna Valley, Southwest Pennsylvania and Lehigh Valley/Berks County 

air quality partnerships to provide the forecasts. Residents can receive early warnings about bad air days by 

signing up to receive the daily forecasts by e-mail.  

The forecast features the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s standardized Air Quality Index (AQI) 

that uses color to represent ozone concentrations (green signifies good, yellow means moderate, orange 

represents unhealthy ozone levels for sensitive people, and red warns of unhealthy ozone levels for all). 

DEP also provides year-round forecasts for fine particulate matter, commonly called PM2.5.  

DEP meteorologists issue daily ozone forecasts at 2 p.m. for the Susquehanna Valley, Southwest Pennsyl-

vania and Lehigh Valley/Berks County air quality partnership regions. The southeast region maintains its 

own forecasts through the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission.  

People who do not have Internet access may call a partnership’s toll-free ozone hotlines: Susquehanna Val-

ley, 1-888-772-1306; Lehigh Valley/Berks County, 1-877-517-2969; Southwest Pennsylvania, 1-800-333-

7688; and Southeast Pennsylvania, 1-800-872-7261.  

Some tips to follow during high ozone days include the following:  

· Refuel vehicles after dark. Avoid spilling gasoline and stop fueling when the pump shuts off automati-

cally;  

· Conserve energy. Don’t overcool homes. Turn off lights and appliances that are not in use. Wash clothes  

                                                                   (continued on page 7) 
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River Sweep 2006 
 

On Saturday, June 17, 2006, thousands of volunteers will clean up our river-

banks. Volunteers will come from environmental organizations, civic groups, recrea-

tional clubs, scout troops, local businesses and the general public. Each volunteer 

will receive a FREE River Sweep 2006 T-Shirt.. Anyone who wants to make a differ-

ence in the quality of the Ohio River Valley can volunteer for River Sweep. It is an 

excellent opportunity for citizens to play an active role in improving the environ-

ment.. 

The History of River Sweep 
 
River Sweep, sponsored by the Ohio River Valley Water Sanitation Commission 
(ORSANCO), is an annual riverbank cleanup for the Ohio River and its tributaries. 
Throughout the years this nationally recognized event has grown into one of the 
largest cleanup efforts of its kind; encompassing 3,000 miles of shoreline from 
Pittsburgh, PA to Cairo, IL. 

and dishes only in full loads;  

· Limit daytime driving. Consider carpooling or taking public transportation. Properly maintain vehicles, 

which also helps to save fuel; and  

· Limit outdoor activities such as mowing the lawn or sports to the evening hours.  

To help make people aware of ozone and particle pollution, DEP works with various community groups, 

businesses and local governments, forming air quality partnerships in southwestern Pennsylvania 

(Allegheny, Armstrong, Beaver, Butler, Fayette, Washington and Westmoreland counties), the Delaware 

Valley (Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Montgomery and Philadelphia counties), the Susquehanna Valley 

(Cumberland, Dauphin, Lancaster, Lebanon and York counties) and the Lehigh Valley/Berks County region 

(Lehigh, Berks and Northampton counties).  

These partnerships inform people about the dangers of ground-level ozone and particle pollution and en-

courage them to take voluntary actions to reduce their contributions to air pollution.  

To find out about the partnerships or to sign up to receive the forecast by e-mail, go to www.aqpartners.org. 

Visit www.airqualitypartnership.org for details about DVRPC.  

To learn more about ozone and air quality in Pennsylvania, visit DEP’s Web site at 

www.depweb.state.pa.us, Keyword “Air Quality.” 

Source: DEP 
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A drought emergency, the final stage, includes mandatory water use reductions of at least 15 percent. Penn-

sylvania’s last declared drought emergency was in 2002.  

All 67 Pennsylvania counties have been in normal status since seven counties on the western edge of Penn-

sylvania were upgraded from a drought watch to normal on June 18, 2003. With that upgrade, it was the 

first time since Aug. 8, 2001, that the entire state was normal.  

“There are actions that all of us can take to reduce our daily water use in and around our homes,” McGinty 

said. “Not only will these actions conserve water, but they also will help families save money.”  

Indoor water-conservation tips include:  

· Using washing machines and dishwashers only when loads are full.  

· Not running water continuously while shaving, brushing teeth or washing dishes by hand.  

· Refrigerating tap water to avoid running the faucet waiting for cold water.  

· Taking shorter showers.  

· Installing new shower heads and sink faucets equipped with water-saving devices, such as aerators or 

spray taps.  

· Repairing leaking and dripping faucets and leaking toilets.  

· Replacing older toilets with newer, low-consumption toilets.  

Outdoor water-conservation tips include:  

· Holding back from watering lawns, unless newly seeded (grass often goes dormant --- it does not die --- 

during dry conditions).  

· Limiting vehicle washing.  

· Sweeping sidewalks and driveways, rather than washing them.  

Pennsylvania’s Drought Task Force will meet Friday, April 14 to review the current precipitation numbers 

and overall status of surface water and groundwater resources.  

More information on drought conditions, as well as real-time monitoring of drought indicators, is available 

on DEP’s Web site at www.depweb.state.pa.us, Keyword: “Drought.” 

Source: DEP 

 


