
State officials are taking immediate action to contain the spread of the Emerald 

Ash Borer, a destructive forest pest recently detected in western Pennsylvania. 

The bureaus of State Parks and Forestry warn campers and other outdoors en-

thusiasts against transporting firewood anywhere in the state.  

“The discovery of this forest pest, which kills ash trees, is grim news, indeed, 

and the approach of the 4th of July holiday, with its increased camping and 

other outdoor activities, heightens our concern,” said Department of Conserva-

tion and Natural Resources Secretary Michael DiBerardinis. “We are asking 

travelers not to give the Emerald Ash Borer a free ride in firewood they might 

be transporting. All wood should be purchased locally and burned entirely.”  
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Meanwhile, both the state departments of Agriculture and Conservation and Natural Resources are working 

with the U. S. Department of Agriculture to conduct intensive surveys for the insect near the initial detec-

tion site in Cranberry Township, Butler County. The state has issued quarantines on moving wood in But-

ler, Lawrence, Allegheny and Beaver counties in a bid to control the spread of the insect.  

At this time, there are no plans for wide-scale eradication of ash trees, which has been undertaken at infesta-

tion sites in other states, until surveys in Butler County are completed and results evaluated.  

The state’s quarantine restricts the movement of ash nursery stock, green lumber and any other ash material 

including logs, stumps, roots, and branches, and all wood chips from the quarantine area. Due to the diffi-

culty in distinguishing between species of hardwood firewood, all hardwood firewood — including ash, 

oak, maple and hickory – are quarantined.  

Adult beetles were found June 22 in Cranberry Township by U.S. Department of Agriculture surveyors dur-

ing a joint survey effort among the federal and state agriculture departments, the Department of Conserva-

tion and Natural Resources and Penn State Extension. The insect already has forced quarantines in Illinois, 

Indiana, Ohio, Maryland and Michigan.  

“Not only is it illegal to move wood from a quarantined area, it’s not a wise idea to move any firewood any-

where in the state, especially with the ongoing threat of other insects and diseases to our state’s forests,” 

DiBerardinis said. “The ash borer’s discovery reaffirms DCNR’s ongoing efforts to educate campers and 

state forest visitors about the dangers of bringing firewood into an area and not burning it all.”  

Usually visible from May to August, the adult Emerald Ash Borer beetles are slightly less than one-inch 

long, thin and bright metallic green in color. The beetle is believed to have originated from Asia and was 

uncovered in North America when it made its initial appearance during 2002 in southeastern Michigan. 

Since the pest’s arrival to the continent, its range has extended to Ohio, Maryland, Virginia, Indiana and 

portions of Canada.  

The insect prefers green ash but will target all four ash tree species, regardless of whether they are healthy 

or stressed. The Emerald Ash Borer’s larvae cause girdling and death of branches and entire trees.  

DCNR’s Bureau of Forestry officials estimate ash species — green, blue, black and white — make up about 

3.6 percent of the state’s woodlands and total almost 308 million trees. Most are found on private land. 

Known for its strong, light-colored wood, Pennsylvania’s ash is used in the production of furniture, baseball 

bats and other wood-related industries. Commercial value of white ash alone is estimated at $768 million.  

Overseeing 117 state parks, most of which offer camping, the Bureau of State Parks has posted warnings 

and information at campgrounds and on DCNR’s Web site: www.dcnr.state.pa.us (click on State Parks). 

Similar information is passed on to campers reserving sites online.  
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State and federal officials have conducted visual surveys for the Emerald Ash Borer annually throughout 

the state since 2003. In addition, DCNR established pairs of trap trees at state parks and rest areas in the 

western part of the state in 2005 and 2006, and state and federal teams established additional trap trees 

along the western sections of interstate highways. One ash tree at each site was peeled and inspected for 

borer larvae in fall 2006, and no larvae were detected.  

Signs of Emerald Ash Borer infestation include upper crown dieback, woodpecker damage, vertical bark 

splits, S-shaped galleries under the bark and D-shaped emergence holes.  

To report possible infested trees in Pennsylvania, call the Department of Agriculture’s toll-free pest hotline 

at 1-866-253-7189; or DCNR’s Division of Forest Pest Management at (717) 948-3941. For more informa-

tion on the Emerald Ash Borer, visit www.emeraldashborer.info, or phone 717-772-5229.  

Source: Pa. DCNR 
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MYTH: The science of global warming is too uncertain to action. 

FACT: There is no debate among scientists about the basic facts of global warming. 

The most respected scientific bodies have stated unequivocally that global warming is occurring, and peo-

ple are causing it by burning fossil fuels (like coal, oil and natural gas) and cutting down forests. The U.S. 

National Academy of Sciences, which in 2005 the White House called "the gold standard of objective sci-

entific assessment," issued a joint statement with 10 other National Academies of Science saying, "the sci-

entific understanding of climate change is now sufficiently clear to justify nations taking prompt action. It is 

vital that all nations identify cost-effective steps that they can take now, to contribute to substantial and 

long-term reduction in net global greenhouse gas emissions." The only debate in the science community 

about global warming is about how much and how fast warming will continue as a result of heat-trapping 

emissions. Scientists have given a clear warning about global warming, and we have more than enough 

facts — about causes and fixes — to implement solutions right now. 

 

MYTH: Even if global warming is a problem, addressing it will hurt American industry and workers.  

FACT: A well-designed trading program will harness American ingenuity to decrease heat-trapping 

pollution cost-effectively, jumpstarting a new carbon economy. 

Claims that fighting global warming will cripple the economy and cost hundreds of thousands of jobs are 

unfounded. In fact, companies that are already reducing their heat-trapping emissions have discovered that 

cutting pollution can save money. The cost of a comprehensive national greenhouse gas reduction program 

will depend on the precise emissions targets, the timing for the reductions and the means of implementa-

tion. An independent MIT study found that a modest cap-and-trade system would cost less than $20 per 

household annually and have no negative impact on employment. 

Experience has shown that properly designed emissions trading programs can reduce compliance costs sig-

nificantly compared with other regulatory approaches. For example, the U.S. acid rain program reduced sul-

fur dioxide emissions by more than 30 percent from 1990 levels and cost industry a fraction of what the 

government originally estimated, according to EPA. Furthermore, a mandatory cap on emissions could spur 

technological innovation that could create jobs and wealth. Letting global warming continue until we are 

forced to address it on an emergency basis could disrupt and severely damage our economy. It is far wiser 

and more cost-effective to act now. 

 

                                                              (continued on page 5) 
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Global Warming Myths and Facts 

(continued) 

MYTH: Water vapor is the most important, abundant greenhouse gas. So if we’re going to control a green-

house gas, why don’t we control it instead of carbon dioxide (CO2)? 

FACT: Although water vapor traps more heat than CO2, because of the relationships among CO2, 

water vapor and climate, to fight global warming nations must focus on controlling CO2. 

Atmospheric levels of CO2 are determined by how much coal, natural gas and oil we burn and how many 

trees we cut down, as well as by natural processes like plant growth. Atmospheric levels of water vapor, on 

the other hand, cannot be directly controlled by people; rather, they are determined by temperatures. The 

warmer the atmosphere, the more water vapor it can hold.  As a result, water vapor is part of an amplifying 

effect. Greenhouse gases like CO2 warm the air, which in turn adds to the stock of water vapor, which in 

turn traps more heat and accelerates warming. Scientists know this because of satellite measurements docu-

menting a rise in water vapor concentrations as the globe has warmed.  

The best way to lower temperature and thus reduce water vapor levels is to reduce CO2 emissions. 

 

MYTH: Global warming and extra CO2 will actually be beneficial — they reduce cold-related deaths and 

stimulate crop growth. 

FACT: Any beneficial effects will be far outweighed by damage and disruption.  

Even a warming in just the middle range of scientific projections would have devastating impacts on many 

sectors of the economy. Rising seas would inundate coastal communities, contaminate water supplies with 

salt and increase the risk of flooding by storm surge, affecting tens of millions of people globally. More-

over, extreme weather events, including heat waves, droughts and floods, are predicted to increase in fre-

quency and intensity, causing loss of lives and property and throwing agriculture into turmoil. 

Even though higher levels of CO2 can act as a plant fertilizer under some conditions, scientists now think 

that the "CO2 fertilization" effect on crops has been overstated; in natural ecosystems, the fertilization ef-

fect can diminish after a few years as plants acclimate. Furthermore, increased CO2 may benefit undesir-

able, weedy species more than desirable species. 

Higher levels of CO2 have already caused ocean acidification, and scientists are warning of potentially dev-

astating effects on marine life and fisheries. Moreover, higher levels of regional ozone (smog), a result of 

warmer temperatures, could worsen respiratory illnesses. Less developed countries and natural ecosystems 

may not have the capacity to adapt.  

The notion that there will be regional “winners” and “losers” in global warming is based on a world-view 

from the 1950’s. We live in a global community.  Never mind the moral implications — when an environ-

mental catastrophe creates  

                                                                  (continued on page 6) 
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Global Warming Myths and Facts 

(continued) 

MYTH: Global warming is just part of a natural cycle. The Arctic has warmed up in the past.  

FACT: The global warming we are experiencing is not natural. People are causing it. 

People are causing global warming by burning fossil fuels (like oil, coal and natural gas) and cutting down 

forests. Scientists have shown that these activities are pumping far more CO2 into the atmosphere than was 

ever released in hundreds of thousands of years. This buildup of CO2 is the biggest cause of global warm-

ing. Since 1895, scientists have known that CO2 and other greenhouse gases trap heat and warm the earth. 

As the warming has intensified over the past three decades, scientific scrutiny has increased along with it. 

Scientists have considered and ruled out other, natural explanations such as sunlight, volcanic eruptions and 

cosmic rays. (IPCC 2001) 

Though natural amounts of CO2 have varied from 180 to 300 parts per million (ppm), today's CO2 levels 

are around 380 ppm. That's 25% more than the highest natural levels over the past 650,000 years. Increased 

CO2 levels have contributed to periods of higher average temperatures throughout that long record. (Boden, 

Carbon Dioxide Information Analysis Center)  

As for previous Arctic warming, it is true that there were stretches of warm periods over the Arctic earlier 

in the 20th century. The limited records available for that time period indicate that the warmth did not affect 

as many areas or persist from year to year as much as the current warmth. But that episode, however warm 

it was, is not relevant to the issue at hand. Why? For one, a brief regional trend does not discount a longer 

global phenomenon. 

We know that the planet has been warming over the past several decades and Arctic ice has been melting 

persistently. And unlike the earlier periods of Arctic warmth, there is no expectation that the current upward 

trend in Arctic temperatures will reverse; the rising concentrations of greenhouse gases will prevent that 

from happening. 

 

MYTH: We can adapt to climate change — civilization has survived droughts and temperature shifts be-

fore. 

FACT: Although humans as a whole have survived the vagaries of drought, stretches of warmth and 

cold and more, entire societies have collapsed from dramatic climatic shifts.  

The current warming of our climate will bring major hardships and economic dislocations — untold human 

suffering, especially for our children and grandchildren. We are already seeing significant costs from to-

day's global warming which is caused by greenhouse gas pollution. Climate has changed in the past and hu-

man societies have survived, but today six billion people depend on interconnected ecosystems and com-

plex technological infrastructure. 

                                                                  (continued on page 7) 

 



PAGE 7 CONSERVATION COMMITTEE REPORT VOLUME 9  ISSUE 7  

Global Warming Myths and Facts 

(continued) 

What's more, unless we limit the amount of heat-trapping gases we are putting into the atmosphere, we will 

face a warming trend unseen since human civilization began 10,000 years ago. (IPCC 2001) 

The consequences of continued warming at current rates are likely to be dire. Many densely populated ar                         

eas, such as low-lying coastal regions, are highly vulnerable to climate shifts. A middle-of-the-range projec-

tion is that the homes of 13 to 88 million people around the world would be flooded by the sea each year in 

the 2080s. Poorer countries and small island nations will have the hardest time adapting. (McLean et al. 

2001) 

In what appears to be the first forced move resulting from climate change, 100 residents of Tegua island in 

the Pacific Ocean were evacuated by the government because rising sea levels were flooding their island. 

Some 2,000 other islanders plan a similar move to escape rising waters. In the United States, the village of 

Shishmaref in Alaska, which has been inhabited for 400 years, is collapsing from melting perma-

frost. Relocation plans are in the works.  

Scarcity of water and food could lead to major conflicts with broad ripple effects throughout the globe. 

Even if people find a way to adapt, the wildlife and plants on which we depend may be unable to adapt to 

rapid climate change. While the world itself will not end, the world as we know it may disappear. 

 

 MYTH: Recent cold winters and cool summers don’t feel like global warming to me. 

FACT: While different pockets of the country have experienced some cold winters here and there, 

the overall trend is warmer winters. 

Measurements show that over the last century the Earth’s climate has warmed overall, in all seasons, and in 

most regions. Climate skeptics mislead the public when they claim that the winter of 2003–2004 was the 

coldest ever in the northeastern United States. That winter was only the 33rd coldest in the region since re-

cords began in 1896. Furthermore, a single year of cold weather in one region of the globe is not an indica-

tion of a trend in the global climate, which refers to a long-term average over the entire planet. 

 

MYTH: As the ozone hole shrinks, global warming will no longer be a problem. 

FACT: Global warming and the ozone hole are two different problems.  

The ozone hole is a thinning of the stratosphere's ozone layer, which is roughly 9 to 31 miles above the 

earth's surface. The depletion of the ozone is due to man-made chemicals like chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs). 

A thinner ozone layer lets more harmful ultraviolet (UV) radiation to reach the earth's surface. 

Global warming, on the other hand, is the increase in the earth's average temperature due to the buildup of 

CO2 and other greenhouse gases in the atmosphere from human activities. 

                                                                  (continued on page 8) 
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Global Warming Myths and Facts 

(continued) 

 

Myth: Accurate weather predictions a few days in advance are hard to come by. Why on earth should we 

have confidence in climate projections decades from now? 

FACT: Climate prediction is fundamentally different from weather prediction, just as climate is dif-

ferent from weather. 

It is often more difficult to make an accurate weather forecast than a climate prediction. The accuracy of 

weather forecasting is critically dependent upon being able to exactly and comprehensively characterize the 

present state of the global atmosphere. Climate prediction relies on other, longer ranging factors. For in-

stance, we might not know if it will be below freezing on a specific December day in New England, but we 

know from our understanding of the region's climate that the temperatures during the month will generally 

be low. Similarly, climate tells us that Seattle and London tend to be rainy, Florida and southern California 

are usually warm, and the Southwest is often dry and hot.  

Today’s climate models can now reproduce the observed global average climates over the past century and 

beyond. Such findings have reinforced scientist’s confidence in the capacity of models to produce reliable 

projections of future climate. Current climate assessments typically consider the results from a range of 

models and scenarios for future heat-trapping emissions in order to identify the most likely range for future 

climatic change. 

 

Source: Environmental Defense 


