
Governor Edward G. Rendell  asked the U.S. Department of Energy to recon-

sider its decision to designate a vast swath of the northeast — including 52 

counties in Pennsylvania — as part of the National Interest Electric Transmis-

sion Corridor.  

The Governor said the broad designation exceeds what lawmakers had origi-

nally intended, and the department exceeded its authority by ignoring the Fed-

eral Powers Act while failing to consider alternatives.  

“This overly broad designation does a tremendous disservice to many Pennsyl-

vania residents,” said Governor Rendell. “The federal government erred in  
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NEW 45-MILLION-GALLON BIODIESEL PLANT IN ERIE WILL 

STRENGTHEN NATIONAL SECURITY, GROW REGIONAL 
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Pennsylvania’s drive to shed its dependence on foreign oil took a major step 

forward today with the debut of Lake Erie Biofuels, a plant that will produce 45 

million gallons of biofuels every year.  

“With the United States borrowing nearly $1 billion a day to finance it’s addic-

tion to foreign oil, our nation’s security and economy has become vulnerable to 

developments in politically unstable countries that are often controlled by re-

gimes hostile to America’s interests, ” said Department of Environmental Pro-

tection Regional Director Kelly Burch. “Pennsylvania alone spends nearly $30 

billion a year to purchase gas and liquid fuel from beyond our borders. Gover-

nor Rendell wants to keep that money here and invest in our communities, our 

farmers, and companies like Lake Erie Biofuels that are putting our people to 

work.  
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By Jack Walters, ACSL Conservation Chair 

The Conservation Pledge 

I give my pledge as an  

American to save 

 and faithfully defend from 

waste,  

the natural resources of my 

country;  

the soil, the water, the air,  

the minerals, the plant life 

and the wildlife. 

This is my Pledge! 
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making this designation, and we’re asking that it reconsider its decision and take into full account our argu-

ments and the public’s opposition.”  

The application for a rehearing, which was filed by the Department of Environmental Protection at the Gov-

ernor’s direction, specifically asks for a rehearing of the Department of Energy’s Oct. 5 order designating 

the Mid-Atlantic Area National Corridor.  

The state cited the following reasons for its request:  

· The Federal Powers Act requires that any corridor be narrowly drawn and limited only to those areas that 

are experiencing electric energy transmission constraints or congestion. In many parts of the 52 Pennsyl-

vania counties affected, that is not the case. · The Department of Energy, or DOE, failed to consider any 

alternatives prior to designating the corridor.  

· DOE never prepared an environmental impact statement prior to making its decision as required in the Na-

tional Environmental Policy Act. · The federal government neglected to consult with the commonwealth in 

a timely fashion while studying transmission congestion, and failed to consider the state’s comments.  

· The DOE abused its discretion in choosing to designate the corridor.  

Governor Rendell previously had filed comments in opposition to the plan on July 6. That filing granted 

Pennsylvania “party status” in the case, allowing today’s application.  

“This designation and action by the federal government is a blatant abuse of states’ rights,” said Governor 

Rendell. “There is no evidence to suggest that Pennsylvania’s Public Utility Commission has ever ob-

structed a sitting process or refused a proposed transmission project, so is unnecessary that such a large area 

of the state — and the citizens who live in those areas — be put in a position to accept transmission lines 

through their back yards.  

“These transmission lines will be on our land and depreciate our property values, but they may not offer any 

benefit to Pennsylvania consumers,” the Governor said. “Furthermore, they will be delivering dirtier, fossil-

fuel-derived power from states to the south and west of Pennsylvania at a time when we’re trying to protect 

the environment and meet our energy needs through clean and renewable technologies. This is simply unac-

ceptable.”  

To view a map of the Mid-Atlantic Area National Corridor, visit nietc.anl.gov. 

Source: PA DEP 
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“The opening of this facility also shows that companies are eager to invest and grow in Pennsylvania. With 

our commitment to renewable energy technologies, more and more investors and developers are looking to 

Pennsylvania. We’ve become a leading destination for alternative and renewable energy projects, and with 

Governor Rendell’s Energy Independence Strategy, we’ll see an additional $3.5 billion in new economic 

growth and 13,000 new jobs.”  

Governor Rendell’s PennSecurity Fuels Initiative, which is part of the Energy Independence Strategy he 

first unveiled in February, requires the commonwealth to produce and consume nearly 1 billion gallons of 

biofuels once production capacities reach certain levels. The production target equals what the state is ex-

pected to import from the Persian Gulf by 2017.  

Every gallon of gasoline sold in Pennsylvania will include 10 percent ethanol, once in-state production 

reaches 200-million-gallons-per-year; and every gallon of diesel fuel will include two percent biodiesel, 

once production reaches 30-million-gallons-per-year with incremental increases up to 20 percent once an-

nual production reaches 300 million gallons.  

The Energy Independence Strategy also targets $850 million in new investments to spur development in 

Pennsylvania’s alternative and renewable energy industries, and help consumers implement energy conser-

vation and efficiency measures to reduce electricity consumption, and install solar panels on their home or 

small business.  

Once fully implemented, the Governor’s plan will save consumers $10 billion in energy costs over the next 

10 years.  

Lake Erie Biofuels was awarded $625,000 last December through Pennsylvania’s Alternative Fuels Incen-

tives Grant Program. The grant represents a 5-cents-per-gallon production credit and re-imbursement for up 

to 12.5 million gallons per year, which the company will receive for produced biodiesel that meets certified 

quality specifications.  

The $54 million Lake Erie Biofuels plant is on part of the former International Paper Company property in 

Erie and it is expected to employ 40 people once it’s fully operational. The former brownfield site was re-

claimed under Pennsylvania’s Land Recycling Program, which provides environmental cleanup standards 

for old industrial properties to be reused safely.  

For more information on Governor Rendell’s PennSecurity Fuels Initiative and his Energy Independence 

Strategy, visit www.depweb.state.pa.us, and click on the “Fueling Energy Savings” icon.  

Source: PA DEP 
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Strategy Offers Businesses, Residential Consumers Tools to Make Smarter Energy Choices, Helps Keep 

Rates Down 

The director of the Pennsylvania agency charged with developing the state’s energy resources today told a 

regional conference near Pittsburgh that jobs will continue to be created in the rapidly growing alternative 

and renewable energy industries under Governor Edward G. Rendell’s Energy Independence Strategy.  

“Pennsylvania businesses have created a record number of jobs in the last five years, about 3,000 of which 

have been in the alternative and renewable energy industry,” said Dan Griffiths, director of Pennsylvania’s 

Bureau of Energy Innovations and Technology Deployment in the Department of Environmental Protec-

tion.  

“These ‘new energy economy’ jobs are skilled positions like electricians, engineers, steelworkers and 

manufacturers. The Governor’s plan will attract up to 13,000 more of those jobs. “What’s more,” he told 

the Change 2007: Facing a Dynamic Energy Future conference at the ExpoMart. “the Governor’s plan will 

help keep every Pennsylvania business competitive by encouraging energy conservation and efficiency 

measures that will help keep prices down. By empowering consumers with more information and better 

tools, we can help businesses and families make more informed decisions about their energy consumption, 

which means savings on their monthly electricity bill.”  

Governor Rendell announced last week that Pennsylvania’s latest job count reached an all-time high of 

5,805,900. September also marked the 47th month out of the last 57 that Pennsylvania’s unemployment rate 

has been at or below the national rate, and the eighth consecutive month the state’s rate has been below the 

national figure.  

However, Pennsylvania is facing an economic train wreck, Griffiths said, when the caps that have kept elec-

tricity rates in check will expire statewide by 2011, leaving consumers exposed to wildly fluctuating rates.  

“This is what we face if we do nothing. In Pike County, a school district’s electricity bill jumped 130 per-

cent in one year — taking another $220,000 in energy costs out of taxpayers’ wallets,” Griffiths said. 

“Businesses here in the southwestern part of the state have seen rate increases of 60 to 70 percent and in 

Maryland and Delaware, prices have jumped at least 50 percent. We cannot allow soaring and volatile elec-

tricity rates to drain the budgets of our working families and cripple our economy.”  

Under Governor Rendell’s Energy Independence Strategy, utilities will be required to provide customers 

with service at the lowest possible cost and invest in cost-effective conservation measures before building 

more expensive generation plants that pollute the environment or stringing high-voltage transmission lines 

through Pennsylvanians’ back yards.  

The Energy Independence Strategy would allow consumers to have smart electric meters installed in their 

homes, providing a new tool to reduce energy spending. Smart meters tell consumers how much energy is 

being used at any particular time, and how much that energy costs — enabling customers to use less elec 

                                                                    (continued on page 6) 
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WEST NILE VIRUS  UPDATE 

SEVENTH, EIGHTH HUMAN WEST NILE CASES CONFIRMED    
 

 

 

State officials  reported the seventh and eighth confirmed human cases of West Nile Virus in  

Pennsylvania for 2007.  

 

These cases include a 55-year-old Allegheny County woman, who is now at home recovering, and a 

71-year-old Franklin County man, who has recovered from his symptoms.  

 

Hopefully the recent frost conditions will stop West Nile for now. 
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PENNSYLVANIA’S BUSINESSES WILL GROW 
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tricity during peak times when it is most expensive, which can save up to 15 percent on annual electricity 

costs. A study by Carnegie Mellon University found that a 5-percent reduction in overall demand could 

yield a total annual savings of $1.9 billion for consumers.  

The Governor’s plan will also create an $850 million Energy Independence Fund for strategic investments 

in clean energy development and deployment, leading to $3.5 billion in economic growth and 13,000 new 

jobs in the rapidly growing alternative and renewable energy industries. A portion of the Energy Independ-

ence Fund will be used to provide consumers and small businesses with $244 million in new funding to 

help purchase and install state-of-the-art energy technology, such as solar power systems and high-

efficiency refrigerators and room air conditioners. These newer, more efficient models can cut electric bills 

by another $110 per year. Today’s refrigerators use 30 percent less energy than a unit manufactured in 2001 

and 60 percent less energy than a 1990 model.  

A study released in September by Citizens for Pennsylvania’s Future found that if the energy efficiency 

measures in the Governor’s plan are enacted, the state’s families and businesses could save $12.5 billion 

over the next decade, increase energy security and eliminate millions-of-tons of pollution.  

For more information on the Energy Independence Strategy, visit www.depweb.state.pa.us and click on 

the “Fueling Energy Savings” icon.  

Source: PA DEP 
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GOVERNOR RENDELL ANNOUNCES $366,000 INVESTMENT TO HELP BUSINESSES IN-

CREASE USE OF COMPOSTED MATERIAL 

GRANTS DIVERT ORGANIC WASTES FROM LANDFILLS, SAVE MUNICIPALITIES MONEY 

 

Governor Edward G. Rendell said Pennsylvania is seeking creative and profitable ways to reduce the 

amount of organic waste going to landfills, while encouraging businesses to increase the use of composted 

organic materials in finished products.  

“About one-third of what goes into our landfills is organic waste, such as grass clippings, leaves and food 

scraps,” said Governor Rendell as he announced nearly $366,000 in strategic state investments to six or-

ganizations across the state.  

“The businesses and nonprofit groups receiving these grants can take these materials and process them into 

garden mulch, soil amendments and other products for sale. This is a good example of how we can create 

new opportunities for businesses as we protect our environment and help our communities.  

“Our partners win by increasing their sales, Pennsylvania wins by delaying the need to expand its landfills, 

and local governments win by not having to pay for disposal of the leaves and brush they collect,” he said.  

The funding Governor Rendell announced today is from the Compost Infrastructure Development Grant 

Program and helps for-profit businesses and nonprofit organizations incorporate organic materials into 

manufactured products. It also increases the amount of organic material processed at composting facilities.  

The grants, which can go up to $100,000 for each project, are leveraged to attract additional investment 

from private entities and community organizations. This year’s recipients will invest more than $91,000 

additionally to support these projects.  

Composting is a natural process that accelerates the decomposition process for organic waste. Microorgan-

isms break down organic materials, such as leaves, grass and vegetable scraps, to form a nutrient-rich soil 

enhancement called compost, or humus. Finished compost adds nutrients to the soil and improves moisture 

retention.  

“Working with industry and nonprofit groups, Pennsylvania is finding new ways to benefit the environment 

and the economy,” said Environmental Protection Secretary Kathleen A. McGinty. “Using these organic 

materials in beneficial products can delay the need to develop new landfill capacity. Finding businesses to 

accept the organic wastes helps local governments and businesses reduce their disposal costs.”  

Pennsylvanians recycled a record 4.86 million tons of municipal waste in 2005, saving consumers and in-

dustries nearly $263 million in waste disposal costs and providing businesses with materials valued at $577 

million.  

Pennsylvania’s recycling and reuse industry leads northeastern states in employment, payroll and sales. 

More than 3,200 recycling and reuse businesses and organizations made $18.4 billion in gross annual sales, 

paid $305 million in taxes and provided jobs for 81,322 employees at an annual payroll of approximately 

$2.9 billion.  
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GOVERNOR RENDELL ANNOUNCES $366,000 INVESTMENT TO HELP BUSINESSES IN-
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(continued) 

Pennsylvania’s recycling efforts save energy, reduce air pollution and limit the need for virgin materials in 

manufacturing.  

Reducing the demand for energy by helping consumers conserve is a key part of Governor Rendell’s En-

ergy Independence Strategy. By lowering energy demands and investing in smart conservation measures 

first, Pennsylvania can reduce its consumption of foreign oil, avoid building expensive new power plants 

that rely on dirty fossil fuels and emit harmful air pollutants, and create up to 13,000 new jobs.  

For more information, visit www.depweb.state.pa.us, keyword: Compost. 

Source: PA DEP 


