
BILL STRENGTHENS PA’S BUSINESS ENVIRONMENT FOR CLEAN, 
ALTERNATIVE ENERGY COMPANIES 

 

NOTES $1 BILLION IN ECONOMIC GROWTH, 2,500 NEW JOBS 

SINCE 2003 

 

Governor Edward G. Rendell today said Pennsylvania will be better posi-

tioned to attract new economic development projects in rapidly growing  
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140,000 Volunteers Work Together in 4,100 Communities 

It was a record-setting year for the Great Pennsylvania Cleanup. Nearly 

140,000 volunteers from every county in Pennsylvania worked together to 

pick up a record 7.4 million pounds of trash from an unprecedented 4,100 

communities between March and May. Volunteers removed trash from 

roads, parks, schools, waterways, wildlife areas and communities across 

the state.  

Environmental Protection Secretary Kathleen McGinty said such an im-

pressive showing shows Pennsylvanians’ appreciation for the environment 

and an understanding that removing garbage from the state’s communities 

is important to creating a better quality of life.  
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By Jack Walters, ACSL Conservation Chair 

The Conservation Pledge 

I give my pledge as an  

American to save 

 and faithfully defend from 

waste,  

the natural resources of my 

country;  

the soil, the water, the air,  

the minerals, the plant life 

and the wildlife. 

This is my Pledge! 
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industries because of a stronger commitment to clean and renewable energy under House Bill 1203.  

The Governor ceremoniously signed the bill while visiting an Erie County middle school that is add-

ing a 30-kilowatt photovoltaic system as part of its renovation. The solar panels were funded with a 

$250,000 grant through the state’s Energy Harvest program.  

“When we invest in Pennsylvania, we get results,” said Governor Rendell during a news conference 

at the J.S. Wilson Middle School in Erie. “We’ve said that from day one, and now, four-and-a-half 

years later, Pennsylvania has a record number of jobs and our economy continues to grow.  

“We passed the historic Alternative Energy Portfolio Standards Act in 2004 to put Pennsylvania on 

the path to the greater use of clean, renewable and alternative energy sources. Once we made that 

commitment, we saw growth in those industries— solar, wind, biomass and methane—totaling $1 bil-

lion in new private investment and the creation of approximately 2,500 jobs.  

“I’m proud to say we’ve taken that commitment one step further, and that will mean more opportu-

nities for our people, communities and environment,” added the Governor. “By increasing our use of 

clean and renewable energy technologies, we are growing Pennsylvania’s economy, protecting our 

environment and strengthening our national security.”  

The Governor officially signed H.B. 1203 on July 17 to create Act 35 of 2007. The law amends the 

commonwealth’s Alternative Energy Portfolio Standards (AEPS) Act to include the broader use of 

solar technology in retail electricity sales.  

The Governor said this provision will help grow Pennsylvania’s solar industry.  

“We invested in our economy, in our communities, and in our people, and we also made a commit-

ment to growing our use of clean and renewable energy,” said Governor Rendell. “Because of that, 

one of the world’s largest solar companies, Conergy, now calls Pennsylvania home. In addition, we’ve 

attracted a number of exciting start-ups and early growth stage companies here that offer tremen-

dous potential.”  

Since Governor Rendell took office, Conergy and the second largest wind turbine manufacturer, 

Gamesa, have chosen Pennsylvania as the base for their North American headquarters. Gamesa has 

also established manufacturing facilities in Cambria and Bucks counties. The commitments by the 

two companies will result in more than 1,000 new jobs and more than $200 million in new invest-

ments in Pennsylvania.  

This year, SunTechnics — a subsidiary of Conergy — merged with Pennsylvania-based Mesa Envi-

ronmental Sciences Inc., while start-up solar material manufacturer AE Polysilicon and Axion Power 

International Inc — a leader in the development of advanced batteries and energy storage devices  
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 announced plans to locate in the state. Combined, these projects account for more than $100 million 

in new investment in the state and the potential for hundreds of new jobs.  

“These few examples—and there are many more—highlight the economic growth we can achieve and 

the opportunities we can create if we’re willing to invest in our future,” added the Governor.  

House Bill 1203 also is designed to encourage electricity suppliers to incorporate more clean energy 

solutions into the portfolio of resources used to provide service to its customers. Additionally, the bill:  

· Ensures that at least 850 megawatts of clean, solar power is generated in the commonwealth by 

2020; · States that the utilities must plan ahead in making electricity purchases to ensure they are 

able to meet the clean and alternative energy requirements of the act; · Adds solar thermal to the list 

of renewable resources that qualify for the Tier I energy source designation. Tier I sources generally 

consist of clean alternatives like wind, solar and biomass; · Ensures that alternative energy credits 

remain the property of the individual or alternative energy system from which they were generated, 

unless a legal agreement exists between parties that states otherwise; and · Makes clear that all re-

newable energy produced within the commonwealth and renewable energy produced within the terri-

tory of the grid operator serving the regulated energy utility may satisfy the utility's alternative en-

ergy purchasing requirement. Projects outside the commonwealth and outside the grid operator ser-

vice territory cannot satisfy the legal obligation of the utility.  

“Pennsylvania is sending a strong message that we’re committed to developing clean and renewable 

energy solutions in the commonwealth by opening new markets to these technologies and expanding 

their use,” said Governor Rendell. “This measure moves Pennsylvania one step closer to an energy 

independent future, and I’m eager to continue that momentum in the fall during a special session of 

the legislature devoted to energy matters.”  

In an agreement with the General Assembly, Governor Rendell will call a special session on Sept. 17 

to discuss his plan for increasing Pennsylvania’s production and consumption of homegrown biofuels 

and financing the Energy Independence Fund.  

The Governor will also continue his push to protect the state’s families and businesses from the dou-

ble- and triple-digit rate increases that will hit Pennsylvania in three years.  

The Governor’s Energy Independence Strategy is designed to save consumers $10 billion in energy 

costs over the next decade, increase Pennsylvania’s alternative and renewable energy production ca-

pacity, reduce the state’s dependence on foreign fuels, and create more jobs.  

For more information, visit www.depweb.state.pa.us.  

Source: PA DEP 
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“The continued growth of the Great Pennsylvania Cleanup, and this year’s incredible turnout, shows 

that Pennsylvanians are more concerned than ever about protecting our environment,” said 

McGinty. “When people come together in such large numbers, as was the case here, we can achieve a 

great deal of good for our state. Because of this effort, our environment is cleaner, there are fewer 

eyesores in our communities, and our children have more areas where they can play safely.”  

The Great Pennsylvania Cleanup, which included events and organized activities from March 1 

through May 31, is a statewide effort to remove litter and trash from the state’s neighborhoods and 

beautify the commonwealth by planting trees and building playgrounds. The effort’s primary partici-

pation time coincides with Earth Day, April 22.  

Statistics from the 2007 Great Pennsylvania Cleanup include the following:  

· 4,987 cleanup events;  

· 139,480 volunteers;  

· 372,096 bags of collected trash, weighing 7,441,919 pounds;  

· 41,560 pounds of illegally dumped trash and 870 tires collected by volunteers in DEP’s Clean up 

Our American Lands and Streams (COALS) program from April through May;  

· 13,565 miles of road, railroad track, trails, waterways and shorelines cleaned, and 3,238 acres of 

park and or wetlands; and  

· 4,124 communities involved, and all 67 counties in Pennsylvania.  

In addition, volunteers planted 12,934 trees, bulbs and plants in an effort to keep Pennsylvania beau-

tiful.  

This year’s initiative included a focus on Litter-Free School Zones. A total of 77 schools joined the 

new program in which they agreed to remove litter from campus grounds weekly. Schools also 

agreed to promote each campus event as a litter-free activity. Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful, which 

administers the program, provides participating schools with a “Litter-Free School Zone” sign as a 

way to encourage students, families and neighbors to help keep their community clean and litter free.  

Home Depot donated five $1,000 gift cards as prizes in a random drawing for schools that registered 

for the Litter-Free School Zones program during the Great Pennsylvania Cleanup. The gift cards 

were awarded to Cheltenham Elementary School, Montgomery County; Dunbar Township Elemen-

tary School, Fayette County; Fairview Elementary School, Luzerne County; Ridgeview Academy 

Charter School, Westmoreland County; and St. Marys Area Middle School, Elk County.  

The Great Pennsylvania Cleanup is supported and sponsored by the Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful 

alliance, a wide range of businesses, trade organizations, civic and environmental groups, and local 

and state governments. It is the state affiliate of Keep America Beautiful, which was founded in 1953  

                                                                   (continued on page 5) 
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RECORD 7.4 MILLION POUNDS OF TRASH REMOVED FROM PA COMMUNITIES DURING 
2007 GREAT PA CLEANUP  (continued) 

to promote litter prevention, community revitalization and waste reduction. In December 2006, 

McGinty received Keep America Beautiful’s Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson Award, the organization’s 

highest award given to women volunteers. This national achievement award is presented annually to 

an outstanding woman for exceptional leadership in litter prevention and beautification activities. 

“Last month, the country lost a strong environmental advocate with Lady Bird Johnson’s passing, 

but I think she would have been very proud of the accomplishments we made during the 2007 Great 

Pennsylvania Cleanup and would have been happy to see its reach extend into so many communi-

ties,” McGinty said.  

The state departments of Community and Economic Development, Conservation and Natural Re-

sources, Education, Environmental Protection and Transportation are members of the Keep Pennsyl-

vania Beautiful alliance.  

PennDOT supports the cleanup by distributing free gloves, safety vests and trash bags to partici-

pants. Its Adopt-A-Highway program volunteers once again were key to the success of the Great 

Pennsylvania Cleanup. Another important partner was the Pennsylvania Waste Industries Associa-

tion, whose members donated free landfill space for the trash collected.  

The 2008 Great Pennsylvania Cleanup feature day is scheduled tentatively for the Saturday before 

Earth Day, April 19.  

For more information, visit the Great Pennsylvania Cleanup Web site at www.greatpacleanup.org.  

Source: PA DEP 
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DOE-Led Partnership Creates Tool to Raise Output of 

 Non-Conventional Natural Gas 

Improves Ability to Optimize Development of Reserves Critical to Domestic Production 

The Department of Energy and Pinnacle Technologies have successfully demonstrated a new technol-

ogy that will help optimize the output of natural gas from the often-grudging non-conventional re-

serves on which the U.S. will have to depend for half its domestic production in the future.    

Non-conventional natural gas reserves found in tight sandstone formations, gas shales and coal seams 

are critical to maintaining the level of domestic production in the near term, according to the Na-

tional Petroleum Council. Current projections of the Energy Information Administration see non-

conventional production growing by 2.2 trillion cubic feet (Tcf), or 28 percent through 2030. Such 

production was 34 percent of domestic output, or 8 Tcf, in 2005 and is expected to be 50 percent, or 

10.2 Tcf, in 2030.  

A technique called hydraulic fracturing is required to make non-conventional production economic. 

In fracturing, fluids under pressure are pumped into reservoirs under pressure to crack open new 

pathways for increased flow of oil and natural gas to the well.  

The new Pinnacle technology, also applicable to oil production, is an advanced mapping system for 

fracturing that delivers a more accurate picture of underground conditions and allows improved 

alignment of induced fractures with natural fractures in ways which optimize flow. Benefits include 

better quality data, fewer mapping failures, improved understanding of fracture behavior in a reser-

voir and improved well spacing and placement.  

A hybrid system that combines two present mapping techniques into one was built and tested. The 

new tool eliminates steps, cuts costs and increases the opportunities for greater than normal recovery. 

The combination allows concurrent operation of tiltmeter observation and "microseismic fracture 

mapping" with geophone sensors in one array in one well, including the fracture well, rather than the 

multiple wells and arrays of current practice.  

The technological advance is the product of a joint venture of the Office of Fossil Energy's Natural 

Gas and Oil Program and Pinnacle Technologies. The venture was managed by the National Energy 

Technology Laboratory.  

Successful results from demonstrations and a long-term test led to the fabrication of a full array for 

routine application, which became available in the spring of 2007. Prototype arrays were demon-

strated in a Colorado coalbed methane well and in a Barnett shale test. The long-term test took place 

in the San Andreas Fault in California in the SAFOD (San Andreas Fault Observatory Well at 

Depth) program. Funded by the National Science Foundation in partnership with the U.S. Geological 

Survey, this scientific well is essentially a borehole observatory used to monitor the famous California 

fault zone. 

Pinnacle Technologies, which maintains domestic offices in Texas, Colorado, and California, plans to 

offer this new service commercially.  

Source: U.S. DOE 
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DCNR Hosts Statewide Meetings on State Forest Management 

A series of nine meetings will be held by the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources to 

seek public input on changes to its master management plan charting the course of Pennsylvania’s 

state forests for future generations. 

The meeting dates and locations are: 

 September 12, Ramada Inn, State College; 

 September 18, Renovo Elementary School, Renovo; 

 September 19, Brady Township Community Center, Luthersburg (near Dubois); 

 September 20, Potato City Inn, Coudersport; 

 September 25, Antiochian Village, Ligonier; 

 September 27, The Inn at Reading, French Creek; 

 October 1, Genetti Hotel, Williamsport; 

 October 2, Holiday Inn/Dunmore, Scranton; and 

 October 4, Hotel Carlisle and Embers Convention Center, Carlisle. 

“Implementation of our state forest resource management plan in 2003 gave us a solid foundation 

from which to manage Pennsylvania’s 2.1 million acres of state woodlands, but four years brings new 

threats, challenges and potential,” said Department of Conservation and Natural Resources Secre-

tary Michael DiBerardinis. “Hearing from the public gives us insight into their needs and concerns 

related to the forest, which allows us to adapt our management strategies.” 

The meetings will be held during September and early October throughout the state and will include 

a presentation on issues facing state forest managers followed by a facilitated public discussion. 

“Ecosystem management and sustainability remain the mission of the bureau and the backbone of its 

management philosophy, but there will be increased focus on recreation planning and programming, 

as well as considering emerging policy issues around wind power, carbon sequestration and other en-

ergy-related activities,” Secretary DiBerardinis said. 

Highlights of proposed changes to the state forest resource management plan include: 

· The lifting of a moratorium on shallow-gas drilling; operation would be considered on a limited, 

case-by-case basis; 

· Increased attention to invasive species, both insects and plants; 

· Pursuit of opportunities for land acquisition; and 

· Designation of more than 13,000 acres as wild and natural areas, which was first proposed in 2003. 

                                                                   (continued on page 8) 
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DCNR Hosts Statewide Meetings on State Forest Management 

(continued) 

 

Pointing to the recent discovery of the emerald ash borer in western Pennsylvania, the spread of the 

wooly adelgid and emergence of other serious insect and invasive plant threats, Secretary DiBerardi-

nis said forest pest management and ecological efforts will be topics for discussion. 

“There is uncertainty about how to monitor and manage these forest health threats, and we will con-

tinue our work to educate the public about them as well as to pursue research and long- term solu-

tions to these problems,” said Secretary DiBerardinis. 

The Secretary noted that while the first resource management plan almost 50 years ago focused on 

timber management, the new plan and its recent revisions take an ecosystem approach, with a goal of 

forest sustainability in order to provide an array of resources, uses, and values for current and future 

generations. A key component of the plan remains expansion of the state’s wild and natural areas by 

more than 13,000 acres.  

“Some things remain unchanged as we update this management plan,” said Secretary DiBerardinis. 

“Annual timber harvest goals remain the same, as our production goals remain on target, and the 

bureau remains committed to providing a state forest that is a more diverse mix of young and old 

growth to provide a wider range of habitat to benefit wildlife.” 

The secretary said there are encouraging signs indicating the balance between forest habitat and 

whitetail deer populations is improving, and in some areas the need for deer fencing to protect young 

forests is declining. 

“The white-tailed deer remains a valuable recreational, economic, cultural and ecological resource 

that provides quality hunting opportunities on DCNR land,” Secretary DiBerardinis said.  

Written comments will be accepted until October 31. Interested parties may submit comments online, 

at one of the public meetings, or through the U.S. mail to: DCNR – Bureau of Forestry, State Forest 

Resource Management Plan Update, P.O. Box 8552, Harrisburg, PA 17105-8552.  

Comments will be summarized, reported and incorporated into the plan in 2008. 

For more information, visit DCNR’s 2007 State Forest Management Plan webpage. 

Source: PA DCNR 

 


