
Environmental Protection acting Secretary John Hanger said today the com-

monwealth has filed an appeal with the Pennsylvania Supreme Court seeking to 

overturn a recent state court opinion that declared Pennsylvania’s Mercury Rule 

“unlawful, invalid and unenforceable.”  

The Commonwealth Court’s Jan. 31 order blocks the Department of Environ-

mental Protection from continued implementation and enforcement of the state-

specific mercury rule.  

“The Pennsylvania Mercury Rule is a well-crafted, cost-effective program de-

signed to protect our citizens from exposure to mercury emitted by coal-fired  
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 Appliance Recycling Program 

The Allegheny County Health Department has launched a program offering 

free pickup and recycling of refrigerant-containing appliances, which are no 

longer in use and need to be discarded.    

The program is available to county residents only and includes refrigerators, 

freezers, air conditioners, dehumidifiers, water coolers and other household ap-

pliances that contain refrigerants.  No commercial appliances will be accepted.  

“Removing refrigerants from these appliances and recycling them is a win-win-

win for the economy, the environment and public health,” said County Health 

Director Dr. Bruce W. Dixon. 
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By Jack Walters, ACSL Conservation Chair 
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the minerals, the plant life and 
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This is my Pledge! 

www.acslpa.org 
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power plants,” said Hanger. “Our rule accelerates adoption of proven technologies that would protect public 

health and the environment.”  

Governor Edward G. Rendell’s administration developed the state-specific mercury rule in 2006 following 

the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s adoption of a less protective regulation and emission guide-

lines that allowed the interstate trading of mercury emissions. Pennsylvania's Mercury Rule, which prohib-

its mercury emissions trading in order to prevent toxic “hotspots,” achieves at least 90 percent mercury re-

duction at coal-fired power plants by 2015. The DEP has already approved a number of applications for the 

installation of controls pursuant to the Pennsylvania Mercury Rule that reduce mercury emissions from 

coal-fired power plants, as well as approving a number of mercury monitoring plans for these facilities. By 

appealing the lower court’s decision, Hanger said the state seeks to keep these important controls and moni-

toring plans in place and provide certainty for power plants that will invest in technologies that protect the 

public health and the environment.  

For more information, visit www.depweb.state.pa.us , keyword: Mercury Rule. 

Source: PA DEP 
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“Recycling such appliances not only cuts down on illegal dumping and saves valuable landfill space, but 

also prevents the release of refrigerant gases that deplete the ozone layer, which blocks the sun’s ultraviolet 

rays that increase the risk of skin cancer.” 

  

The Appliance Warehouse and Parkway Heating and Air Conditioning are carrying out the program under 

contracts with the Health Department.   

  

To arrange for curbside pickup of an appliance, residents countywide can call the Appliance Warehouse at 

1-888-GO-FREON (1-888-463-7366) and those in the western suburbs are urged to call Parkway Heating 

and Air Conditioning at 412-279-6001. 

  

The western suburbs include Bridgeville, Carnegie, Collier, Coraopolis, Crafton, Crescent, Findlay, Green 

Tree, Heidelberg, Ingram, Kennedy, McDonald, McKees Rocks, Moon, Neville, North Fayette, Oakdale, 

Pennsbury Village, Robinson, Rosslyn Farms, Scott, South Fayette, Stowe, and Thornburg. 

  

Funded by a $150,000 grant from the County Clean Air Fund, the program aims to recycle at least 3,750 

appliances this year.  Earlier programs conducted in 2006 and 2007 were highly successful and exhausted 

the available funding, recycling 1,000 and 2,773 appliances respectively. 

Source: The Allegheny County Health Department  
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As Pennsylvania and the nation seek alternative sources of energy, the Pennsylvania Game Commission 

recently released its first annual report about the results of the voluntary agreement between the agency and 

20 wind energy companies who have vowed to avoid, minimize and mitigate impacts on wild birds and 

mammals in the Commonwealth.  

“Wind energy development in Pennsylvania and the nation is increasing and, with the creation of the Game 

Commission’s Wind Energy Voluntary Cooperative Agreement, we are gaining more and more information 

on the impacts to birds and mammals,” said Carl G. Roe, Game Commission executive director. “The major 

question has been where to best site turbines in relation to important migration routes of birds and bats, as 

well as critical habitats used by birds and mammals.  This report reveals which species are most susceptible 

to impacts from wind turbines and how much mortality is occurring in Pennsylvania.”  

Roe noted that the information contained in this annual report will enable the Game Commission and wind 

energy companies to make more informed decisions in regards to siting wind projects, as well as mitigation 

methods for reducing mortality.  

On April 18, 2007, the first 12 wind energy companies signed the agreement at a public ceremony in the 

Game Commission’s Harrisburg headquarters.  Since that time, an additional eight companies have signed 

the voluntary agreement, which requires the companies to work with the Game Commission to avoid, mini-

mize and mitigate impacts on wild birds and mammals.  The agreement also requires companies to report 

one year of pre-construction surveys of wild birds and mammals in the project area, as well as two years of 

post-construction monitoring for mortality of birds and mammals in the project area.   

The data made available for this annual report was made possible by pooling information from the 20 wind 

energy companies who signed the Game Commission’s Wind Energy Voluntary Cooperative Agreement.   

“As part of this process, we know that three proposed project sites were voluntarily abandoned by wind en-

ergy companies due to potential wildlife resource impacts that were brought to light through consultation 

with the Game Commission,” said William Capouillez, Game Commission Bureau of Wildlife Habitat 

Management director.  “Other highlights of pre-construction monitoring during the past year were the dis-

covery of the second largest Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) maternity colony and the first-ever documented 

discovery of a female lactating silver-haired bat (Lasiurus noctivagans) and maternity colony in Pennsyl-

vania.  

“These are real-world examples of how this voluntary agreement has helped protect wildlife and their habi-

tats, as well as reinforced the conservation goal of wind energy companies. In short, the Game Commis-

sion’s Wind Energy Voluntary Cooperative Agreement is successful and meets with its intended purpose. 

The Cooperative Agreement has allowed Pennsylvania to become one of the national leaders on determin-

ing and addressing wildlife impacts from wind energy development, as well as providing critical data 

needed to address future wind energy project proposals.  

(continued on page 5) 
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Game Commission Releases First Wind Energy Annual Report 

(continued) 

Due to all the collaborative effort between the wind industry and Game Commission, Capouillez said that 

the agreement has and will continue to provide all involved parties with valuable information needed in or-

der to best manage for wildlife at wind energy sites. Those wind companies that are cooperators have set an 

example that all should aspire to follow.   

“These very cooperators that have proven to be partners in developing conscientious renewable energy with 

the highest regard to the Commonwealth’s wildlife resources,” Capouillez said.  “However, the primary 

challenges that remain include encouraging non-cooperators to sign the agreement; improving communica-

tion between the Game Commission, developers, and consultants; and making sure survey protocols are 

being adhered to.   

“The cooperative agreement is coming up on its two-year anniversary.  This report summarizes what has 

been learned so far and discusses future efforts. The format and apparent success of the agency’s Wind En-

ergy Voluntary Cooperative Agreement has been praised as a clear example of the ability of wind energy 

developers and natural resource agencies to partner both on a national and state level.”  

For a complete copy of the annual report, visit the Game Commission’s website (www.pgc.state.pa.us), and 

click on “Wildlife” in the left-hand column of the homepage, and then select “Wind Energy” at the bottom 

of the “Wildlife” box in the upper right-hand corner of the page  

So far, those companies who have signed the voluntary agreement are: AES; Airtricity, Inc.; Competitive 

Power Ventures, Inc. (Iberdrola); Energy Unlimited, Inc.; Freedom Wind Energy, LLC; Gamesa Energy 

USA; Iberdrola Renewable Energies USA; PPM Atlantic Renewable (Iberdrola); ReEnergy, LLC; UPC 

Wind Management, LLC; US Wind Force, LLC; Acconia Wind Energy USA, LLC; Global Winds Harvest, 

Inc.; Penn Wind; Laurel Hill Wind Energy, LLC; Everpower Renewables; AMP-Ohio/MESA; Lookout 

Windpower, LLC; Forward Windpower, LLC; and BP Alternative Energy.  

Act 213 of 2004, the Alternative Energy Portfolio Standards Act, signed into law by Governor Edward G. 

Rendell on Nov. 30, 2004, requires that 18 percent of the electricity sold to retail customers in Pennsylvania 

come from renewable and advanced energy sources within 15 years. One of the technologies that will com-

pete for a substantial share of Pennsylvania’s alternative energy market is wind power.   

To assist in the development of wind energy in Pennsylvania in an environmentally responsible manner, 

Gov. Rendell convened the Pennsylvania Wind and Wildlife Collaborative, chaired by John Quigley of the 

Pennsylvania DCNR, which is a compilation of wind industry developers, natural resource agencies, and 

varied nongovernmental organizations having a vested interest in wind development in Pennsylvania.    

 The Game Commission, under the direction of William Capouillez, Bureau of Wildlife Habitat Manage-

ment director, sought to work collaboratively with wind energy developers in order to immediately address 

the related potential impacts to the Commonwealth’s bird and mammal resources, which was the major 

topic of discussion and concern as noted by the members of the Collaborative.  

(continued on page 6) 
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Game Commission Releases First Wind Energy Annual Report 

(continued) 

 

The Game Commission took the lead in addressing the need since wild birds and mammals are directly 

managed by the agency. The Game Commission and many of the wind energy developers were dedicated to 

promoting renewable energy initiatives and arriving at uniform guidance, in the absence of comprehensive 

state regulations, to determine how best to avoid, minimize, and/or potentially mitigate adverse impacts to 

wildlife resources.  

These common goals guided the Game Commission and wind energy developers to begin an intense effort 

on how to best avoid, minimize, and/or mitigate potential adverse impacts with specific intent to birds and 

mammals by way of setting in writing a more formal Agreement and protocol. Thus, the voluntary coopera-

tive agreement was developed in an effort to standardize wildlife monitoring protocols and wildlife impact 

review methods associated with the development of wind energy projects in a mutually beneficial and flexi-

ble manner and with high regard to both parties’ goals and objectives.  

In order to implement the Game Commission’s Wind Energy Voluntary Cooperative Agreement, the 

agency created four limited-term wildlife biologist positions within the Bureau of Wildlife Habitat Manage-

ment dedicated to wind energy.  Tracey Librandi Mumma is the statewide wind energy project coordinator 

based in Harrisburg, and there are three field support positions. 

Source: PA Game Commission 
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NEW DIESEL VEHICLE IDLING RESTRICTIONS 

WILL KEEP AIR CLEANER, REDUCE FUEL CONSUMPTION 

Most Heavy-Duty Diesel Vehicles Can Only Idle Engines for 5 Minutes per Hour  

 

Pennsylvanians, particularly those vulnerable to air pollution such as children and the elderly — will 

breathe easier, thanks to a new measure taking effect today that limits engine idling by heavy-duty diesel 

vehicles.  

 

Governor Edward G. Rendell signed the Diesel-Powered Motor Vehicle Idling Act (Act 124) on Oct. 9. The 

law restricts heavy-duty diesel vehicles from idling more than five minutes per hour. Truck and bus drivers 

often idle their engines during rest periods to heat or cool their sleeper compartment, to keep the engine 

warm during cold weather, and to provide electrical power for their appliances. Acting Environmental Pro-

tection Secretary John Hanger added that the new restrictions will save the owners of these vehicles billions 

of dollars a year while also reducing Pennsylvania’s dependence on foreign oil.  

 

“Idling of these heavy-duty engines produces large quantities of dangerous air pollutants that can be par-

ticularly harmful to young children, the elderly and people with respiratory problems, such as asthma, em-

physema and bronchitis,” said Hanger. “Across the nation, these vehicles consume 1 billion gallons of fuel 

annually by idling their engines. This new law will protect the health of our citizens, reduce our reliance on 

imported oil, and drive the adoption of new technologies to meet our nation’s transportation needs.”  

 

Each year, heavy-duty trucks in Pennsylvania emit about 3,200 tons of nitrogen oxides, a pre-cursor of 

smog and ground-level ozone; 210,000 tons of carbon dioxide, a greenhouse gas linked to climate change; 

and 65 tons of fine particulate matter by burning diesel fuel while idling. Act 124 applies to diesel-powered 

motor vehicles engaged in commerce with a gross weight of 10,001 pounds or more that are not specifically 

exempted. Most trucks and buses are subject to the act, though farm-related equipment and vehicles are ex-

empt. Trucks with sleeper berths are exempted during times of low and high temperatures until May 1, 

2010, providing a reasonable amount of time for truckers to make alternative arrangements for sleeping, 

such as using an electrified truck-stop parking space or buying equipment that provides power without 

idling.  

 

“There are affordable alternatives to idling, and I encourage all vehicle operators to take advantage of them 

to help Pennsylvanians breather easier and to save themselves money, too,” Hanger said. “At current prices, 

drivers are spending $2.4 billion a year nationally on fuel just for idling. In May, when diesel prices hit re-

cord highs, that figure would have been almost $5 billion.”  

(continued on page 8) 
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NEW DIESEL VEHICLE IDLING RESTRICTIONS 

(continued) 

The simplest way to reduce idling is to turn off the vehicle. Modern diesel engines do not require long 

warm-up or cool-down periods or constant idling in order to operate efficiently. The most common alterna-

tives to idling are auxiliary power systems and stationary idle reduction technologies. Auxiliary power sys-

tems are devices installed on vehicles to provide electric power. Stationary idle reduction technology pro-

vides some type of plug-in system at locations where vehicles park.  

The DEP’s Small Business Advantage Grant program has invested more than $1 million on top of the 

nearly $2 million truck owners and operators have spent to purchase 238 auxiliary power systems. For more 

information on this program, visit www.depweb.state.pa.us , keyword: SBAdvantage. Other investments 

by the commonwealth, in conjunction with those by private enterprises, have made 11 truck-stop electrifica-

tions systems available across the state. For an online map of system locations, visit www.idleaire.com and 

click on “Locations.”  

For more information on the Diesel-Powered Motor Vehicle Idling Act, visit www.depweb.state.pa.us , 

keyword: Diesel Idling. 

Source: PA DEP 
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TOTAL DISSOLVED SOLIDS IN MONONGAHELA RIVER DROP SIGNIFICANTLY  

BELOW STATE, FEDERAL LIMITS 

The Department of Environmental Protection confirmed today that levels of total dissolved solids, or TDS, 

in the Monongahela River have dropped and remain well below state and federal guidelines.  

Three weeks of laboratory data on water samples from the river found TDS levels below the 500 parts per 

million criteria established by the department and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. The latest 

results from Dec. 30 recorded levels ranging from 110 ppm to 196 ppm.  

In comparison, lab results for water samples collected on Oct. 22, when the highest TDS levels were de-

tected, ranged from 438 ppm to 908 ppm.  

Unusually high TDS levels were first detected on Oct. 11 at points along approximately 70 stream miles on 

the Monongahela River between the West Virginia border and the confluence of the Youghiogheny and the 

Monongahela rivers in McKeesport, Allegheny County.  

By November, high TDS levels were detected as far north as “The Point” in Pittsburgh, where the Monon-

gahela meets the Allegheny River to form the Ohio River.  

DEP will continue to monitor the United States Geological Survey river gauges for conductivity, which is a 

far less expensive and time consuming alternative to lab analyses. If conductivity levels increase signifi-

cantly, DEP may resume sampling.  

In addition, DEP is working with water suppliers through the River Alert and Information Network to de-

velop a regional water quality monitoring system.  

While elevated levels of TDS do not represent a major human health risk, TDS can affect the taste and odor 

of drinking water. For that reason, secondary maximum contaminant levels of 500 parts per million were 

established for the commonwealth’s drinking water and waterways.  

TDS is a measure of all elements dissolved in water and can include carbonates, chlorides, sulfates, nitrates, 

sodium, potassium, calcium and magnesium. Sources of TDS can include abandoned mine drainage, storm-

water runoff, waste water from gas well drilling and discharges from industrial or sewage treatment plants.  

Source: PA DEP 
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Study Finds Great Lakes Recreational Boating Produces 

$9 Billion Annual Economic Impact 

  

A new study conducted by the Army Corps of Engineers estimates the annual economic impact – both di-

rect and secondary – of recreational boating on the Great Lakes at $9.4 billion, including $5.1 billion in 

sales and $1.8 billion in personal income. According to the report, an average of 911,000 boaters visit the 

Great Lakes annually, supporting 60,000 jobs.  

  

“This study clearly demonstrates that hundreds of thousands of recreational boaters come to the Great 

Lakes every year because the lakes are such a treasure, and they bring with them billions of dollars in eco-

nomic activity and jobs,” said Sen. Carl Levin, D-Mich.  “Recreational boating is an important part of our 

economy in Michigan and around the Great Lakes and this study provides further support for federal fund-

ing to keep this economic engine running.”  

  

The John Glenn Great Lakes Recreational Boating Report analyzes the economic importance of recreational 

boating to the Great Lakes states by tracing the flow of spending throughout the regional economy. In par-

ticular, the report finds that the nearly one million recreational boaters on the Great Lakes spend $2.44 bil-

lion each year on boating trips and $1.44 billion each year on boats, equipment and supplies. Michigan is 

first among Great Lakes states having nearly one million registered recreational boats, less than half of 

which belong to people living in coastal counties.  

  

The report was prepared by the Detroit District of the Army Corps of Engineers with assistance from 

the Great Lakes Commission. It was first authorized in the Water Resources Development Act of 

1999. 

  

The full report is available at:  

http://www.lre.usace.army.mil/_kd/Items/actions.cfm?action=Show&item_id=5168&destinati

on=ShowItem  
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Here to Help 

The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is a great place to live, work, learn and play.  Our citizens are hard 

working, our communities are caring and our businesses are industrious. But tough economic times can 

stretch resources to their limits, taking a toll on vulnerable Pennsylvanians and putting even more people at 

risk. 

It is not clear, ultimately, how widespread or how long the current economic downturn will last.  It is clear, 

however, that Pennsylvanians will withstand this storm together.  From meeting basic needs for food and 

shelter to upgrading professional skills to find a new job in a high-demand industry, the commonwealth has 

a wide variety of programs to help people get through the tough times.   

 

Additional Resources 

File for Unemployment 

Learn about the program that provides temporary income to qualifying people who have lost jobs through 

no fault of their own. http://www.dli.state.pa.us/landi/cwp/view.asp?a=358&q=236484#what 

Make Ends Meet 

From help paying for child care, transportation, medical care, food and more, there are many programs 

throughout the commonwealth that may be able to help you. 

http://www.dsf.health.state.pa.us/health/cwp/view.asp?a=186&q=243883&healthRNavradA4

CC0=|  

Help: Qualify & Apply Online 

Many of the commonwealth’s assistance programs are included in an online database that helps you deter-

mine what you may qualify for and, in some instances, apply online, in privacy. 

https://www.humanservices.state.pa.us/compass/CMHOM.aspx 

  

Feed Your Family 

If you do not have enough money to buy food for yourself and your family, you may be able to get a Penn-

sylvania ACCESS card – it looks and works like a debit card at the grocery store.  

http://www.dpw.state.pa.us/ServicesPrograms/FoodStamps/ 

 

Heating Help 

With a little knowledge and a little action, you can be protected from the cold and your heat can last all win-

ter.  Financial help may be available as well. http://turnsealsave.org/get_help/index.html 

   

(continued on page 12) 
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Here to Help 

 

 

Utility Help  

Find out what to do if you can’t afford your electric, gas, phone or water bill. 

http://www.oca.state.pa.us/NewOCA/faq/conscorner.htm   

Health Insurance 

See if you or your children   qualify for low- or no-cost health coverage. 

http://www.dpw.state.pa.us/ServicesPrograms/MedicalAssistance/   

Job Search & Job Training   

Unemployment hasn’t hit Pennsylvania as hard as the rest of the nation yet, but the distressing fact is that 

some Pennsylvanians are losing their jobs.  The commonwealth can help link you with employers, find 

training, and more.  

https://www.cwds.state.pa.us/cwdsonline/Admin/ViewHomePage/PublicHomePage.aspx?tE57BSrO10aDB

@eEbpK2z18jWN@DXf9fFSI16@3g@luycASrkwupV5iaKfohQ9ACZxLR32yd2@9SxNEeSWfzShLfTs

xvf25AVd@cmOzXL_s-qolpGSoxdzNh5vfAwuAjlnVYNKcZv2cVp6vJ38rlMUTxqnRnpYGj 

 

  

Mortgage Problems   

There are several options available to struggling homeowners.  If you’re behind on your mortgage you must 

take action.  The problem won’t go away. 

http://www.moneysbestfriend.com/default.aspx?id=211  

Veterans’ Services 
There are programs for families of active duty personnel, Persian Gulf veterans, older and disabled veter-
ans, and many others.  http://www.milvet.state.pa.us/DMVA/375.htm  

 

Pay Less Taxes 

See if you qualify for the federal Earned Income Tax Credit or Pennsylvania’s tax relief or tax forgiveness 

programs.  Find out if you can have your taxes done for free by a trained volunteer who can help you claim 

specific credits. 

http://www.moneysbestfriend.com/default.aspx?id=23   

 

The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania  

 


