
With summer and the high costs of cooling right around the corner, EPA is of-
fering advice to help Americans reduce both energy bills and greenhouse gas 
emissions by one-third through Energy Star. The energy used in an average 
home costs more than $2,200 a year and contributes more greenhouse gas emis-
sions than a typical car.    

“A few simple changes will help create real reductions in high summer electric 
bills and provide a hefty cut in greenhouse gas emissions in the bargain,” said 
EPA Administrator Lisa P. Jackson. “It’s important that we all do our part to 
confront climate change, especially when it can help save money during these 
challenging economic times.”  

(continued on page 2)   
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Emerald Ash Borer Surveys in Western Pennsylvania 

 

Several state and federal agencies, in collaboration with Penn State Cooperative 

Extension, are on the lookout for various species of invasive insects once again 

this summer.  Survey efforts are targeting the emerald ash borer (Agrilus 

planipennis) which is deadly to ash trees. The emerald ash borer is a small bee-

tle with stealth-like behavior patterns that make it extremely difficult to detect.  

If not managed, the beetle threatens to devastate the ash species in North Amer-

ica. 

(continued on page 3) 

By Jack Walters, ACSL Conservation Chair 

The Conservation Pledge 

I give my pledge as an  

American to save and faith-

fully defend from waste, the 

natural resources of my coun-

try; the soil, the water, the air, 

the minerals, the plant life and 

the wildlife. 

This is my Pledge! 

www.acslpa.org 
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Here are some tips to save energy and help protect the environment at home and at work:  

•  Set your programmable thermostat to save while you are away or asleep. Using it properly can save 
up to $180 per year in energy costs.  

• Run ceiling fans in a clockwise direction to create a wind-chill effect that will make you “feel” 
cooler.  Remember that ceiling fans cool people, not rooms -- so turn them off when you leave the 
room.  

• Inspect your duct system for obvious signs of leaks and disconnections -- most houses leak 20 per-
cent or more.  Seal any leaks with foil tape or a special sealant called “duct mastic.” Also, consider 
insulating ducts in attics, basements and crawlspaces.  

• Seal air leaks around your home to keep the heat out and the cool air in.  The biggest air leaks are 
usually found in the attic or basement, but also come in around doors, windows, vents, pipes and 
electrical outlets.  Use caulk, spray foam or weather stripping to seal the leaks. And add more insu-
lation to keep your home cooler this summer.  

• Maintain your cooling system. Check your system’s air filter every month at a minimum and change 
the filter every three months. Remove leaves, dirt and other debris from around the outdoor compo-
nents to improve air flow and efficiency. Have a qualified professional tune-up your system with a 
pre-season maintenance checkup and, if it’s time to replace your old system, look for models that 
have earned EPA’s Energy Star.  

• Turn off lights and equipment when not in use so they don’t generate unnecessary heat.  

• Replace incandescent light bulbs in your desk lamp with Energy Star qualified compact fluorescent 
light bulbs which use two-thirds less energy and generate less heat than conventional bulbs.  

More tips on to how to save energy at home: http://www.energystar.gov  

More tips on how to save energy at work: http://www.energystar.gov/bizcooling  

More hot tips for a cool summer: http://www.epa.gov/epahome/hi-summer.htm  

   

Note: If a link above doesn't work, please copy and paste the URL into a browser.  

Source: U.S. EPA 
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To detect emerald ash borer, survey crews are hanging purple panel sticky traps in trees.  Traps were placed 

in ash trees within predetermined grids measuring 1.5 square miles.  Resembling a box kite, these traps are 

three-sided and coated with nontoxic glue, with each panel measuring about 14 inches by 24 inches.  Offi-

cials are asking for the public’s cooperation in ensuring that these traps are undisturbed so they can provide 

important information on the distribution of the emerald ash borer in Pennsylvania.  "We realize that these 

traps may be unsightly to some and a source of entertainment to others, but in order for the purple panel 

sticky traps to work, they must be left alone," said Greg Hoover, Ornamental Extension Entomologist in 

Penn State’s Department of Entomology. 

For additional information, please visit their web site, http://ento.psu.edu/extension/trees-shrubs/emerald-

ash-borer. 

 

Source: Allegheny Land Trust 
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DIESEL TECH GRANT WILL IMPROVE PITTSBURGH’S AIR QUALITY,  

BOLSTER ECONOMY    

The commonwealth has applied for a $1.5 million Clean Diesel Emerging Technology grant through the 

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act to upgrade two marine diesel engines in the Pittsburgh area, 

Governor Edward G. Rendell announced today.  

“Diesel engines play important roles in our every day lives, but old, inefficient engines are major sources of 

air pollution that make it difficult for many people to breathe,” Governor Rendell said. “Diesel emissions 

are not limited to our highways and factories. Marine vessels used at the Port of Pittsburgh are essential to 

moving freight along the Allegheny, Monongahela and Ohio rivers, but they also diminish the region’s air 

quality.  

“It is imperative that we come up with ways to keep the freight moving and at the same time improve the 

air we all breathe.”  

This ARRA grant would fund an overhaul on both propulsion engines in the Pittsburgh-based vessel Cham-

pion Coal, which operates on a 200-mile stretch of the Monongahela and Ohio rivers. Caterpillar dealer 

Cleveland Brothers in Murrysville will upgrade the tow boat’s two engines, which will reduce emissions 

and improve fuel efficiency.  

In addition to the environmental benefits, the project would also help strengthen the local economy by cre-

ating or retaining 32 jobs.  

The Port of Pittsburgh is the busiest port in the nation in terms of total commercial vessel trips made ac-

cording to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. The Department of Environmental Protection estimates Alle-

gheny County has the highest annual emissions from commercial marine vessel activities of any county in 

the state with 3,500 tons of nitrogen oxides and 110 tons of particulate matter. The Champion Coal operates 

about 8,000 hours per year and the upgraded engines would reduce its air emissions by more than 86 tons 

annually. The vessel also consumes more than 780,000 gallons of diesel fuel per year. The upgraded en-

gines will use up to a five percent less fuel, which equates to an annual savings of 39,088 gallons of fuel, or 

nearly $86,000. “This project offers cost-effective emission reductions that are similar to the cost-

effectiveness of controls placed on highway vehicles or other types of nonroad equipment,” Governor 

Rendell said. “And because the Champion Coal operates in or near areas with poor air quality including ele-

vated fine particulate and ozone concentrations, higher than average population densities, and sensitive re-

ceptor locations like hospitals and schools, it will also help improve the quality of life and health of our citi-

zens.”  

Seeking federal funding for this project is the latest in a series of actions taken by Governor Rendell to re-

duce air emissions. Last week, the commonwealth applied for three additional Clean Diesel grants to up-

grade railroad diesel engines and to electrify truck stops along the Pennsylvania Turnpike. Last October, the 

Governor signed the Diesel-Powered Motor Vehicle Idling Act, which restricts heavy-duty diesel vehicles 

from idling more than five minutes per hour. To learn more about how the federal economic stimulus will 

benefit Pennsylvania, visit www.recovery.pa.gov.  Source: PA DEP 
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SENATE’S BUDGET WOULD CLOSE AT LEAST 35 STATE PARKS, PUT HELP FOR  

COMMUNITIES, NATURAL RESOURCES AT RISK 

The millions of visitors who flock to Pennsylvania’s state parks and forests to relax and experience nature’s 

beauty would have fewer opportunities to do so under a budget plan that passed the Senate last week. 

If enacted, Department of Conservation and Natural Resources acting Secretary John Quigley said the Sen-

ate proposal will force the agency to close at least 35 state parks and 1,000 miles of state forest roads, which 

would sharply reduce access for anglers, hunters and hikers. 

Under Senate Bill 850, an additional $19 million would be cut from DCNR’s budget beyond the difficult 

but prudent reductions Governor Edward G. Rendell proposed in February. 

“Families that cannot afford to take a vacation because of the tough economic times could always count on 

enjoying a little rest and relaxation at a nearby state park or forest,” said Quigley. “However, if the Senate’s 

budget proposal is enacted, there would be even fewer of those opportunities as we would have to close a 

number of state parks. That means less traffic and fewer dollars being spent in the rural communities with 

businesses and jobs that count on these parks and forests. 

“The Senate’s proposal would be absolutely devastating to these rural areas and to our efforts to preserve 

our natural resources for present and future generations. In contrast, the Governor’s budget proposal reflects 

the difficult economy we now face and would still allow us to provide a quality outdoor experience for our 

citizens and visitors,” Quigley said, also noting that closing 35 state parks would turn away more than 3 

million visitors and wipe out at least $57 million in visitor spending on products and services in nearby 

communities. 

Many other programs that enhance a visitor’s experience at a state park or forest, protect natural resources, 

or help communities offer more recreational opportunities also would suffer under the Senate’s proposal. 

About 40,000 acres of forest would be vulnerable to gypsy moths because the department will not be able to 

apply treatments, while a program that offers one million tree seedlings for purchase by landowners would 

be eliminated. The seedling program helps protect watersheds, control soil erosion, reclaim former mining 

areas, and provide food and cover to wildlife. 

In addition, DCNR would likely remove state forest rangers who serve as the primary contact for visitors 

and who promote safety and enforce the law on forestlands. Local governments and communities that de-

pend on DCNR for important topographic, geologic and technical information, as well as help with 1,000 

active grants for parks, trails and other recreational developments will receive less help under the Senate’s 

proposal. 

Quigley also noted that the Senate’s plan does not restore funding for the department’s heritage tourism 

grants, despite repeated criticisms by the caucus when Governor Rendell made the difficult decision to cut 

the program. 

Pennsylvania has 117 state parks and 2.1 million acres of state forests, including 3,000 miles of roads that 

provide access to the forests. 

Source: PA DCNR 



PAGE 6 CONSERVATION COMMITTEE REPORT VOLUME 11  ISSUE 6  

H1N1 Influenza: 2009 

Statement on H1N1 Influenza from Pennsylvania Agriculture Secretary Dennis Wolff: 

  

The 2009 H1N1 influenza strain currently affecting humans has not been found in swine populations any-

where in the U.S. or Mexico, and pork products are safe.   

Because the virus was referred to early on as the ‘swine flu,’ many misconceptions relating to pigs have 

surfaced.  Pork products are safe to consume and living near or working on a hog farm is not a threat to hu-

man health.  Pennsylvania farmers work diligently throughout the year to protect their animals from dis-

eases, and our world-class laboratory system continuously monitors animal disease across the common-

wealth. 

 As with all meat products, pork should be fully cooked and preparers should wash their hands after han-

dling raw and undercooked meats to avoid many common foodborne illnesses, including salmonella and E. 

coli. Like most foodboren illnesses, influenza viruses cannot survive cooking.  

Please keep in mind health officials’ recommendations to help prevent illness or spreading illness to others: 

  

 Stay home when you are sick to avoid spreading illness to others;  

 Cough or sneeze into the bend of your elbow or a tissue and properly dispose of used tissues;  

 Wash your hands frequently and thoroughly with soap and warm water or use an alcohol-based hand sani-

tizer;  

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth;  

 Stay healthy by eating a balanced diet, drinking plenty of water and getting plenty of rest and exercise; and  

 Seek care if you have influenza-like illness. 

  

For the most recent information on H1N1 influenza affecting Pennsylvania, visit the Department of 

Health’s Web site, http://www.dsf.health.state.pa.us/health/cwp/view.asp?q=252990 

  

For frequently asked questions about H1N1 influenza and animals, visit the U.S. Department of Agri-

culture’s Web site, 

http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/!ut/p/_s.7_0_A/7_0_1OB?contentidonly=true&contentid=2009/04/0131.x

ml  

For updated national information on H1N1 influenza, visit the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-

vention Web site, http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/ 

Source:Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture  
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Team from Delaware County Wins 2009 Pennsylvania State Envirothon 

2008-09 Educational Mini-grants Wrap Up 

 

Over the last year, the PACD supported the success of 32 NPS Section 319 and 32 Chesapeake Bay educa-

tional mini-grant projects. Of these grants, 27 focused on education relevant to agriculture, 3 on community 

conservation through BMPs, 4 on erosion & sedimentation issues, 1 on septic systems, 1 on soils, 17 on 

stormwater issues, and 9 on general watershed education through workshops, festivals and exhibits. These 

projects provide an opportunity for conservation districts to implement educational programs to increase 

local awareness of water quality issues and encourage citizen participation in activities to improve water 

quality in local watersheds. 

Grants of up to $2,000 were awarded and districts should be commended on what they were able to accom-

plish with that amount of money. While most districts secure matching funds, most would be unable to 

carry out the project without the funding support provided. 

 

Funding for these grants is provided by the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection’s Chesa-

peake Bay Program and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Section 319 Nonpoint Source Pollu-

tion Program. 

 

Unfortunately, due to fiscal constraints, the Chesapeake Bay Educational Mini-grant program will not be 

funded for the 2009-2010 project year. However, the PACD has received 75 applications for NPS Section 

319 projects for the 2009-2010 project year and looks forward to supporting another round of excellent pro-

jects. 

The 2009 Pennsylvania State Envirothon champions, scoring 460 points of a possible 500, are from 

Penncrest High School located in Delaware County. 

 

Team members include: Alex Senko, Elizabeth Freeburg, Katie Davis, Katie Ferguson, and Jennifer 

Walker. Team advisors are: Mark Samilenko and Amanda Meltz. 

The 26th Pennsylvania State Envirothon was held at Bald Eagle State Park, Howard, Centre County on 

Tuesday, May 19. High school students from 65 Pennsylvania counties participated in this year’s event.  

(continued on page 8) 
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Team from Delaware County Wins 2009 Pennsylvania State Envirothon 

(continued) 

The rest of the top 5 winners, with scores include: 

Second Place - Future Hope Homelearners, Snyder County, with a score of 427: 

Third Place - Warren Area High School, Warren County, with a score of 423; 

Fourth Place - North East High School, Erie County, with a score of 419; 

Fifth Place - Cedar Cliff High School, Cumberland County, with a score of 412; 

 

The PA Envirothon awarded scholarships to the first, second, and third place teams. The 

scholarships were sponsored by the PA Department of Agriculture in cooperation with the State Conserva-

tion Commission. Each of the top ten teams received a plaque and other prizes. 

The Envirothon is designed to give students an opportunity to acquire and demonstrate their knowledge of 

environmental resources and their connection to each other and human activities. 

The students are challenged in the areas of aquatic ecology, forestry, soil / land use, wildlife, and a current 

environmental issue. The 2009 current environmental issue was biodiversity in the changing world. 

 

Teams participating represent the best and the brightest of the thousands of high school teens who have 

competed in county Envirothon competitions sponsored by conservation districts across the state. At the 

state level, the Envirothon is sponsored by Pennsylvania’s sixty-six conservation districts, the State Conser-

vation Commission, and the Pennsylvania Association of Conservation Districts. 

 

The 2009 Pennsylvania Envirothon champions will represent the Commonwealth at the 

22nd Canon Envirothon North American competition planned for August 2 - 8 at the University of North 

Carolina, Asheville. Pennsylvania has won the North American event in 1988, 1989, 1990, 1991, 1994, 

1997, 2000, 2001, 2003 and 2005. More than 48 states and eight Canadian provinces have initiated Envi-

rothon contests based on the program that was originally developed by Pennsylvania’s conservation dis-

tricts. 

Source: PENNSYLVANIA ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS, INC. 
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PA’S FIRST WEST NILE POSITIVE SAMPLE OF 2009 DISCOVERED IN YORK COUNTY 

State Officials Remind People to Eliminate Standing Water to Reduce Risk of Disease 

 

State officials today reported the first finding of West Nile Virus in Pennsylvania of 2009 – the earliest in 

years – and reminded residents of steps they can take to reduce the risk of being bitten by an infected mos-

quito. The Department of Environmental Protection’s West Nile Virus program reports the first positive 

result was found in an American crow collected in Springettsbury Township, York County. This is the sec-

ond-earliest reported evidence of West Nile Virus in Pennsylvania since 2003, when West Nile virus was 

identified in late April of that year.  

In 2008 West Nile virus was detected in 37 counties. Human infections primarily occur in late summer and 

early fall. In 2008 there were 14 persons diagnosed with West Nile infection with one death. This represents 

an increase from the two previous seasons. In 2003 there were 237 confirmed human cases with nine 

deaths. In 2004, Pennsylvania began an integrated pest management program that led to better identifying 

and controlling the mosquito population. Since then, there have not been more than 25 confirmed human 

cases in any given year.  

However, a budget bill recently proposed and passed by Senate Republicans would cut $1.9 million from 

the West Nile virus program, which would make DEP unable to maintain the level of surveillance and treat-

ment it has provided in previous years.  

“The fact that West Nile virus was found early this year means that now is the time to start taking steps to 

reduce your risk of infection,” said Health Secretary Everette James. “It’s never too early to start thinking 

about using insect repellants containing DEET and cover exposed skin to prevent being bitten by mosqui-

toes.” While most people do not get sick when infected with West Nile virus, a small percentage of those 

exposed will experience a fever, rash, headache, meningitis (inflammation of the tissue surrounding the 

brain), encephalitis (inflammation of the brain) or even death, according to the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention.  

Everyone is at risk, but older adults and people with compromised immune systems have the highest risk of 

developing severe illness because their bodies have a harder time fighting off disease.  

While DEP and county West Nile coordinators will again be conducting statewide monitoring and spraying 

programs this year, DEP Secretary John Hanger reminded all Pennsylvanians that they can help in the battle 

against mosquitoes that carry the disease by remembering the phrase, “Dump it. Drain it. Treat it.”  

“Standing water can quickly become a breeding ground for mosquitoes,” Hanger said. “So dump it if it has 

water in it; drain it if it can be drained; and treat it if it has standing water. By taking these simple actions in 

your own backyard, you can eliminate those breeding areas and reduce your chances of contracting the vi-

rus.”  

(continued on page 11) 
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River Sweep 2009 

Saturday June 20, 2009 

 

River Sweep is a riverbank cleanup of the Ohio River and its tributaries. 

River Sweep encompasses the entire length of the river, from its origin in at 

Pittsburgh to its end at Cairo, IL including 1,962 miles of shoreline and 

many tributaries.  

 

During 2008, more than 21,000 volunteers from public organizations, civic 

groups, recreational clubs and the general public in six states bordering 

the river came together to collect more than 20,000 tons of trash and other 

debris from the banks of the Ohio River.  

 

Since 1989, River Sweep has been organized by the Ohio River Valley Water Sanitation 

Commission, an interstate water pollution agency for the Ohio River Valley, along with 

environmental protection and natural resource agencies from Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, 

Kentucky, West Virginia, and Pennsylvania. 

 

The Allegheny County Sportsmen’s League has participated in this event 

since 1990. 
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PA’S FIRST WEST NILE POSITIVE SAMPLE OF 2009  

(continued) 

Tips to eliminate standing water include:  

 Throw away tin cans, plastic containers, ceramic pots or similar water—holding containers that have accu-

mulated on property.  

 Pay special attention to discarded tires, which can hold stagnant water.  

 Maintain drainage holes that are located on the sides of gardening containers that might allow enough wa-

ter to collect for mosquitoes to develop.  

 Clean clogged roof gutters as needed.  

 Turn over plastic wadding pools, wheelbarrows and birdbaths when not in use.  

 Aerate ornamental pools or stick them with fish.  

 Clean and chlorinate swimming pools that are not being used.  

 Use landscaping to eliminate standing water that collects on your property.  

Source: PA DEP 
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Here a Tree, There a Tree: Greening our Schools 

 

Thaddeus Stevens, a K-8 school named for the fierce Civil War-era abolitionist, sits on Crucible Street, in 

the West End. Surrounded by a black iron fence, the school is clean, stately, and somewhat foreboding. To 

soften its exterior and make it more inviting, last November the Western Pennsylvania Conservancy planted 

15 trees—redbuds, London planes, and red maples, all native to the area. Soon, by the kindergarten, there’ll 

be a butterfly garden to attract not only butterrflies but other bugs, so students will be able to see living, 

growing things. 

 

“The trees make the front of the school stand out more,” eighth-grader Jerrel Hoston says. “It shows that we 

care about the school. That it’s a good environment.” 

 

Adds his colleague Monesha Pack about the upcoming garden, “once the plants bloom, we’ll be able to see 

the cycle of life. We’ll be able to see science.” 

 

Of course there were naysayers – there always are. People said that the trees wouldn’t last a week – they’d 

be torn out by vandals. But that hasn’t been the case.  “They’re strong and tall,” says school principal Vir-

ginia Hill. “We’re very thankful to the Western Pennsylvania Conservancy. The trees have done wonders 

for us.” 

 

How much difference do a few trees make? More than you might think. Across the board the School 

Grounds Greening Initiative, which will run through 2012, has raised student pride in their environs, and 

has raised interest in science and nature. If nothing else, the students look forward to seeing the trees mature 

– as one student puts it, the way you watch a baby grow. 

 

Although the Greening Initiative – which aims to bring something green and growing to every one of the 66 

Pittsburgh Public Schools – is being handled by WPC, it is funded by a $1.5 million Grable Foundation 

grant. “As we invest in kids – which is the sole purpose of the Foundation,” offers Grable Executive Direc-

tor Gregg Behr, “the places they‘re studying matter a great deal. It is our belief that beautifully designed 

and accessible school grounds contribute to the culture of a school. The grounds also contribute to the hap-

piness that kids have about their schools—and the pride that they take in their school buildings.” 

 

Inspired by Richard Louv’s 2005 Last Child in the Woods: Saving our Children from Nature-Deficit Disor-

der, the project aims to rectify students’ general lack of green. According to Louv’s research, because chil-

dren spend less time outdoors, they’ve developed a wide range of behavior problems, attention deficit disor-

der, hyperactivity, higher stress levels, and so on. On the flip side, playing in nature aids creativity, prob-

lem-solving, and emotional and intellectual development. 

                                                                    (continued on page 13) 
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Here a Tree, There a Tree: Greening our Schools 

(continued) 

Taking a giant step, over the next three years, the Greening Initiative will add sustainable, low-maintenance 

greenery, including quiet spaces with plants and seating, green fences, raised beds for school planting pro-

jects, and so on. “Studies show that nature and green spaces foster children’s intellectual, social, emotional 

and physical development,” PPS Superintendent Mark Roosevelt says, “so this gift represents an important 

investment in our children’s futures.” 

 

David Wilson, School Ground Greening Project Coordinator, and Judith Wagner, Community Gardens and 

Greenspace Program Director, are the WPC point people for this project. “We were really keen to do some-

thing about the environment and schools,” she says of the Greening Initiative’s genesis. “We believed in the 

power of greenery and landscape to support children’s learning.” 

 

All well and good in the abstract. But the schools are a decidedly mixed bag. Some have green surrounding 

them. Others are entirely encased in concrete. “Some become dramatically different,” Wagner says. “Some 

improve what’s already there.” 

 

Two years ago, the WPCers began data gathering, mapping, planning – what would fit, what would be sus-

tainable, what could they afford. The $1.5 million over four years divided by 66 schools “doesn’t go very 

far,” Wagner says. “We’re very frugal.” 

 

“We tried to locate areas for new green space,” Wilson adds. “We also wanted to create active, natural play 

spaces. Outdoor classrooms. Reading areas. 

 

“In addition,” he says, “we’re getting the schools involved – students, teachers, faculty, staff, parents. 

We’re making sure that whatever we put in the ground will be cared for. Ownership is a key element.” 

 

So far, it’s working. At Miller School in the Hill, for example, they’ve replaced older bushes with more sus-

tainable shrubbery, adding pines and flowering trees, “something to give a signature look to the building,” 

Wilson says, “to fascinate and engage the children.” 

 

At Linden School in Point Breeze, they’ve created an outdoor classroom, with stone seating, shrubs, and 

shade. For Allegheny on the North Side, vines along the walkway. “We wanted to green the fence,” Wilson 

says. “The vines will flower and make the area much more inviting.” 

 

As at Stevens, Wilson says, “the initial feedback is overwhelmingly positive.” Adds Wagner: “Something 

really interesting is going on in Pittsburgh. We see that green really makes a difference in the quality of life. 

We’re getting queries from school districts outside of Pittsburgh. That’s very exciting.” 

                                                                    (continued on page 14) 
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Here a Tree, There a Tree: Greening our Schools 

(continued) 

Schiller Classical Academy, named for the great German poet, on Peralta Street on the North Side, faces the 

Heinz plant. Over a river of roadways the food processor issues a torrent of white steam. High-walled, iron-

fenced and surrounded by asphalt, even principal Patricia Heinzman admits that Schiller looks less like a 

school and more like a prison. Out back, WPC has planted some gingkoes and flame maples. Inside the 

walls in front, a small garden – a quiet spot for reading and reflection—is planned. That, 8th-grader Marlo 

Hall says, “is going to help the school a lot – now it won’t look like a jail. When it’s a better environment 

you can get a better learning experience.” 

 

Adds 6th grader Corey Payne, “it’ll make it nicer.” And 7th-grader Destinee Malloy: “It’ll make it look 

prettier.” 

 

Marlo, a voracious reader who favors telephone-book-sized tomes like Harry Potter, adds eagerly of the 

planned garden, “that’ll be my spot.” She pauses, then adds. “We have to keep thinking big.” 

 

Source: By: Abby Mendelson,  Pop City weekly 

 


