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Gun Owners Rally In Harrisburg 

April 21st 
 Nearly 1,500 gun owners assembled in Harrisburg to 
demand greater respect for the ‘Right to Keep and Bear 
Arms’ and were joined by over 80 House and Senate 
members in this celebration of Freedom. 
 Second Amendment Attorney Stephen Halbrook along 
with National Pro-Gun leaders from the NRA, GOA, SAS 
and Statewide Pro-Gun leaders from the ACSL, FOAC, 
PFSC, PSA, USP, and many others spoke to the assembled 
gun owners about Freedom and the need to stand firm in 
the face of the daily calls for greater restrictions on the law 
abiding. 
 As has been the practice in years past, once the Rally 
was over the gun owners were organized into teams that 
visited every legislator in the PA House and Senate.  Some 
of these teams were treated rudely and arrogantly by 
legislators and their staffs such as Rep. Dave Levdansky, 
Rep. Angel Cruz and Rep. Babette Josephs who should be 
recognized for special attention to their support for 
socialist attitudes and ignorance as to who they actually 
work for. 
 This rally could not have been a success without the 
tireless efforts of so many and we want to thank each and 
every one of them.  Special merit goes to Rep. Metcalfe, 
George Romanoff (Ace Sporting Goods) for their support 
over the years for these very important events. 
 

Gunowner fury at DHS link to extremism 
By Dave Workman, Senior Editor 
Firearms owners, veterans' and conservative groups were 

uniformly outraged over a Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS) "assessment" that suggested they were all breeding 
grounds for "rightwing extremism" and might pose a security 
threat to the United States. 

The document was uncovered early last month and has gotten 
widespread attention on Internet chat forums, and from 
conservative commentators. Its release added more fuel to 

concerns among gunowners and other Obama Administration 
critics that the administration is trying to silence, or at least 
marginalize and demonize its critics. 

Contained in the nine-page document, titled "Rightwing 
Extremism: Current Economic and Political Climate Fueling 
Resurgence in Radicalization and Recruitment," are chilling 
allegations that "new restrictions on firearms and the return of 
military veterans facing significant challenges reintegrating into 
their communities could lead to the potential emergence of 
terrorist groups or lone wolf extremists capable of carrying out 
violent attacks." 

However, DHS earlier this year also issued a similar 
document titled "Leftwing Extremists Likely to Increase Use of 
Cyber Attacks over the Coming Decade." Also spanning nine 
pages, this report discussed "the potential threat to homeland 
security from cyber attacks conducted by leftwing extremists." 

Alan Gottlieb, chairman of the Citizens Committee for the 
Right to Keep and Bear Arms (CCRKBA), called the Rightwing 
Extremism document an outrage. 

"It appears that DHS under Janet Napolitano is trying to 
demonize political dissent," Gottlieb said. "I guess the phrase 
'dissent is patriotic' has been removed from the liberal lexicon." 

He condemned the "us-against-them" philosophy that appears 
to permeate the report. He suggested that Homeland Security 
Secretary Janet Napolitano, the anti-gun former Arizona 
governor, apologize for the contents of the report. 

Wayne LaPierre, executive vice president of the National 
Rifle Association (NRA), told Gun Week that the document was 
"a paranoid rant." 

"What a shame it is," he said, "that whoever wrote that in 
Homeland Security is somehow fearing the bravest Americans in 
our society, the men and women who are heroes who are serving 
in the American armed forces." 

He suggested that—with such a jaundiced view of returning 
servicemen and women—the report's author "isn't qualified to 
work at Homeland Security." 

Rather than apologize for the report, Napolitano defiantly 
announced that she stood by it, despite an outcry from the 
American Legion and other veterans' groups. 

The DHS document suggests that returning veterans "facing 
significant challenges reintegrating into their communities" could 
be drawn into domestic terrorist groups or become "lone wolf 
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extremists capable of carrying out violent acts." Further 
aggravating social conservatives, veterans and gun rights activists 
was the inference that they might be drawn to white supremacist 
and "violent antigovernment groups." 

"Rightwing extremists have capitalized on the election of the 
first African American president," the report stated, "and are 
focusing their efforts to recruit new members, mobilize existing 
supporters, and broaden their scope and appeal through 
propaganda, but they have not yet turned to attack planning." 

The report also states, "Returning veterans possess combat 
skills and experience that are attractive to rightwing extremists. 
DHS...is concerned that rightwing extremists will attempt to 
recruit and radicalize returning veterans in order to boost their 
violent capabilities." 

"It's ironic," Gottlieb noted, "that President Obama's friend, 
William Ayers, is a leftwing terrorist bomber, but nothing in this 
report suggests monitoring his activities." 

However, in the earlier document, which discussed the 
potential threats of the Earth Liberation Front, DHS suggested, 
"Many leftwing extremists use the tactic of direct action to inflict 
economic damage on businesses and other targets to force the 
targeted organization to abandon what the extremists deem 
objectionable. Direct actions range from animal releases, 
property theft, vandalism, and cyber attacks—all of which 
extremists regard as nonviolent—to bombings and arson. 

"The North American Earth Liberation Front Press Office, the 
media arm of the Earth Liberation Front (ELF), published the 
following guidance for activists: "By inflicting as much eco- 
nomic damage as possible, the ELF can allow a given entity to 
decide if it is in their [sic] best economic interest to stop 
destroying life for the sake of profit." 

The Rightwing Extremist report garnered attention from 
syndicated talk host Rush Limbaugh, it was discussed by Fox 
News pundits and has been circulated among gun rights activists. 
At the time, there was not a similar level of outrage expressed 
over the Leftwing Extremist assessment. 

Particularly disturbing to some critics is the repeated use of 
the term "rightwing extremist" throughout the document. While 
the report was not intended for widespread dissemination to the 
public, the repetitious use of the term alarmed Gottlieb. 

"We recognize that many conservative gunowners will feel 
threatened by this Obama Administration report," he said. 

The report appears to lump all gunowners into this 
"extremist" category. 

"Many rightwing extremist groups perceive recent gun control 
legislation as a threat to their right to bear arms and in response 
have increased weapons and ammunition stockpiling," the report 
stated, "as well as renewed participation in paramilitary training 
exercises. Such activity, combined with a heightened level of 
extremist paranoia, has the potential to facilitate criminal activity 
and violence." 

"Every action has an equal and opposite reaction," Gottlieb 
said in response to that claim. "We feel the appropriate reaction 
is through the ballot box and jury box. Conservative American 
citizens shouldn't be pushed into any acts that could be exploited 
by the administration to further its agenda. If there are any acts of 
violence that occur because of the Obama Administration policy 

of chilling dissent, they bear the blame as much as the 
perpetrators. 

"Anyone in the administration trying to use this technique 
should be prosecuted to the full extent of the law," Gottlieb 
stated. "This administration needs to be reminded that its words 
and actions have consequences, and irresponsible statements, 
reports and actions fuel fires that are counterproductive to 
democracy in America." 

House Republican leader John Boehner of Ohio described the 
report as offensive and called on the agency to apologize to 
veterans. 

"To characterize men and women returning home after 
defending our country as potential terrorists is offensive and 
unacceptable," said Boehner. 

The commander of the veterans group the American Legion, 
David Rehbein, wrote to Homeland Security Secretary Janet 
Napolitano expressing concern with the assessment, which made 
its way into the mainstream press after conservative bloggers got 
wind of the analysis. 

Rehbein called the assessment incomplete and said it lacked 
statistical evidence. He said the 1995 Oklahoma City bombing by 
military veteran Timothy McVeigh was one instance of a veteran 
becoming a domestic terrorist. 

"To continue to use McVeigh as an example of the 
stereotypical 'disgruntled military veteran' is as unfair as using 
Osama bin Laden as the sole example of Islam," Rehbein said in 
the April 13 letter. 

Napolitano defended the assessment and others issued by the 
agency. 

"Let me be very clear--we monitor the risks of violent 
extremism taking root here in the United States," Napolitano said 
in a statement. "We don't have the luxury of focusing our efforts 
on one group; we must protect the country from terrorism 
whether foreign or home- grown, and regardless of the ideology 
that motivates its violence." 

Napolitano said the department respects and honors veterans 
and that she intends to meet with Rehbein next week after she 
returns from a tour of the U.S.-Mexico border and meetings in 
Mexico City 

The agency describes these assess- ments as part of a series 
published "to facilitate a greater understanding of the 
phenomenon of violent radicalization in the United States." 

In February, the department issued a report to law 
enforcement that said left- wing extremist groups were likely to 
use cyber attacks more often in the next 10 years to further their 
cause. 

The references to military veterans in the latest DHS report 
angered conservative Republicans. 

"The department is engaging in political and ideological 
profiling of people who fought to keep our country safe from 
terrorism, uphold our nation's immigration laws, and protect our 
constitutional right to keep and bear arms," said Rep. Gus 
Bilirakis (R-FL). 

Texas Rep. Lamar Smith (R) accused the department of 
painting "law-abiding Americans, including war veterans, as 
'extremists.' 

Indiana Rep. Steve Buyer, the ranking Republican on the 
House Veterans' Affairs committee, said it was "inconceivable" 
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that the administration would consider military veterans a 
potential terrorist threat. The New GUN WEEK, May 15, 2009 

 

9th Circuit rules 2nd Amendment applies to 

states 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 
In a ruling that can only be called confusing to many people, a 

three-judge panel of the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals in San 
Francisco—said to be the most liberal appeals court in the 
nation—has ruled that the Second Amendment is incorporated to 
the states via the Due Process clause of the Fourteenth 
Amendment. 

The 9th Circuit encompasses nine western states, plus the 
Northern Marianas and Guam. The appellate court's ruling 
applies only to those states and territories. 

The unanimous three judge panel included Judge Diarmuid F. 
O'Scannlain (appointed by President Reagan), Judge Arthur L. 
Alarcon (appointed by President Carter) and Judge Ronald Gould 
(appointed by President Clinton). 

Curiously, in handing down the ruling in the case of Nordyke 
v. King, the court decided against the plaintiffs, gun show 
operators Russell and Sallie Nordyke, who had sued Alameda 
County in 1999 over passage of a county ordinance that 
prohibited bringing firearms or ammunition onto county property. 
The Nordykes had been operating a gun show on the county 
fairgrounds, and this ordinance effectively put their show out of 
business. 

Critics argue that the case amounts to a loss because the court 
allows a county to prohibit guns on public property. 

However, Prof. Joseph Olson, who teaches law at Hamline 
University in Minnesota and is a former member of the National 
Rifle Association's board of directors, told Gun Week, "It is a 
victory. The method of advancing the ball in a case where we 
appear to split the baby is a well known technique used by appel- 
late courts for centuries." 

Olson suggested that the affirmative language in Nordyke that 
incorporates the Second Amendment to the states could set the 
stage for a Supreme Court (SCOTUS) ruling because of a recent 
2nd Circuit case that held the amendment is not incorporated. 

Acknowledging that it "is nearly impossible to figure out why 
(the court) upheld the ordinance, Olson noted, "I think we're 
going to see the Supreme Court taking a case on incorporation in 
the next two years and maybe in the next court term, and if 
they're the slightest bit intellectually honest they will have to find 
that it is indeed incorporated." 

But as the opinion written by Judge O'Scannlain noted, there 
was apparently more to this ordinance than merely a public safety 
issue. The defendant in this case, Supervisor Mary King—author 
of the ordinance—had held a press conference at which she 
insisted that the county should not "provide a place for people to 
display guns for worship as deities for the collectors who treat 
them as icons of patriotism." 

King had also issued a memo to the county attorney asking 
how to prohibit gun shows. She also said that in her attempts over 
the course of three years to get rid of gun shows on county 
property she had "gotten the run around from spineless people 
hiding behind the constitution, and been attacked by aggressive 
gun toting mobs on right wing talk radio." 

The case continued through the courts for several years with 
the Nordykes raising First and Second Amendment issues, and 
was revived last year after the Supreme Court issued its landmark 
Heller ruling that affirmed the Second Amendment protects an 
individual civil right. 

It was because of that ruling that the 9th Circuit panel 
reversed its long- standing position that the Second Amendment 
only protected some collective right of the states to organize a 
militia, and not an individual right. The case that established that 
position was Hickman v. Block. 

In his opinion, O'Scannlain wrote, "(W)e must first decide 
whether Heller abrogated Hickman. It did. Hickman rested on our 
conclusion that the Second Amendment protects only a collective 
right; Heller squarely overruled such conclusion...Thus the basis 
for Hickman's holding has evaporated, and the opinion is clearly 
irreconcilable with Heller." 

O'Scannlain later noted, in his histori- cal analysis of the right 
to keep and bear arms that is a cornerstone of the ruling, that, 
"We also note that the- target of the right to keep and bear arms 
shifted in the period leading up to the Civil War. While the 
generation of 1789 envisioned the right as a component of local 
resistance to centralized tyranny, whether British or federal, the 
generation of 1868 envisioned the right as safeguard to protect 
individuals from oppressive or indifferent local governments.. 
.But though the source of the threat may have migrated, the 
antidote remained the same: the indi- vidual right to keep and 
bear arms, a recourse for 'when the sanctions of society and laws 
are found insufficient to restrain the violence of oppression'. 

"The County does little to refute this powerful evidence that 
the right to bear arms is deeply rooted in the history and tradition 
of the Republic," O'Scannlain added, "a right Americans 
considered fundamental at the Founding and thereafter. The 
County instead argues that the states, in the exercise of their 
police power, are the instrumentalities of the right of self-defense 
at the heart of the Second Amendment. This argument merely 
rephrases the collective rights argument the Supreme Court 
rejected in Heller. Indeed, one need only consider other 
constitutional rights to see the poverty of this contention." 

Alan Gottlieb, founder of the Second Amendment 
Foundation, which submit- ted an amicus brief in the case written 
by Heller attorneyAlan Gura, called the ruling a win for 
gunowners. 

"This is a great victory for advancement of the fundamental 
individual right of American citizens to own firearms," he said. 
"The Heller ruling in 2008 was the first critical step toward full 
restoration of the individual citizen's right to keep and bear arms 
to its rightful position as a cornerstone of the Bill of Rights." 

Of particular interest is Gould's concurring opinion, in which 
he noted, "The right to bear arms is a bulwark against external 
invasion. We should not be overconfident that oceans on our east 
and west coasts alone can preserve security...That we have a 
lawfully armed populace adds a measure of security for all of us 
and makes it less likely that a band of terrorists could make 
headway in an attack on any community before more professional 
forces arrived." (See text of Gould's concurring opinion in Page 
4.) 
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The judge did temper his remarks by noting that recognition 
of the right to keep and bear arms is "not inconsistent with the 
reasonable regulation of weaponry." 

The San Francisco Chronicle quoted Sam Hoover, an attorney 
with Legal Community Against Violence, which supports gun 
regulation, who said the court had needlessly opened the door to 
challenges of other state and local laws. 

Of course, both parties still have the option of appealing for 
en banc review of the 3-0 decision. The New GUN WEEK, May 15, 2009 

 

Gun show bill mandates NICS for private sales 
The US Senate's leading antigunners—a group that now 

appears to include freshman New York Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand—
has introduced legislation (S-843) that would impose restrictions 
on gun shows that include a requirement for background checks 
on all firearm transactions. 

Also mandated under the legislation is vendor registration 
with the gun show promoter, and those promoters must be 
registered with the US Attorney General, currently anti-gunner 
Eric Holder. 

The bill's chief sponsor is veteran anti-gun Sen. Frank 
Lautenberg (NJ), with co-sponsors Charles Schumer (NY), 
Edward M. Kennedy (MA), Dianne Feinstein (CA), Robert 
Menendez (NJ), Richard Durbin (IL), Benjamin Cardin (MD), 
Carl Levin (MI), Jack Reed and Sheldon Whitehouse (both RI), 
and Gillibrand. All are Democrats. 

Under the language of S-843, before a gun show opens, the 
promoter must verify the identity of each vendor, who must 
provide some type of photo identification, and those vendors 
would be required to sign a ledger. The promoter would be 
required to keep those records on file for as long as the Attorney 
General deems necessary "by regulation." 

Private firearm transactions would be prohibited unless they 
go through a licensed dealer. There is a provision that prevents 
the Attorney General from imposing record-keeping requirements 
on unlicensed vendors. 

That would not be necessary anyway, because the licensed 
vendors who assist in the private transfers are required to keep a 
separate log of the transfer, but "shall not include the name of or 
other identifying information relating to any person involved in 
the transfer" who is not a licensed vendor. However, reports of 
those firearm transfers must be submitted to the Attorney General 
within 10 days of the transaction. 

The six-page bill also requires dealers to report multiple sales 
by vendors. 

There is another stipulation, requiring that "if any part of a 
firearm transaction takes place at a gun show," the final 
transaction, even if it happens days later outside of the gun show, 
must be conducted through a federally licensed firearm dealer. 

"For example," said Joe Waldron legislative director for the 
Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep aid Bear Arms, and the 
past president pf the Washington Arms Collectors, said this might 
be "stretched" to include the mere visual examination of a gun at 
a gun show, "because the initial contact was at a gun show.” The 

New GUN WEEK, May 15, 2009 
 

Gould's concurring opinion in Nordyke 2nd 

Amendment case 

Text of Judge 'Ronald Gould's concurring opinion in the 9th 
Circuit Nordyke vs. King ruling that private citizens can 
challenge state and local gun laws by invoking the constitutional 
right to bear arms—the first such ruling in the nation—which also 
upheld a ban on firearms at gun shows at the Alameda County 
Fairgrounds in Pleasanton, CA. 

"I concur in Judge O'Scannlain's opinion but write to 
elaborate my view of the policies underlying the selective 
incorporation decision. 

"First, as Judge O'Scannlain has aptly explained, the rights 
secured by the Second Amendment are 'deeply rooted in this 
Nation's history and tradition,' and 'necessary to the Anglo-
American regime of ordered liberty.' 

"The salient policies underlying the protection of the right to 
bear arms are of inestimable importance. The right to bear arms 
is a bulwark against external invasion. We should not be 
overconfident that oceans on our east and west coasts alone can 
preserve security. We recently saw in the case of the terrorist 
attack on Mumbai that terrorists may enter a country covertly by 
ocean routes, landing in small craft and then assembling to wreak 
havoc. That we have a lawfully armed populace adds a measure 
of security for all of us and makes it less likely that a band of 
terrorists could make headway in an attack on any community 
before more professional forces arrived. 

"Second, the right to bear arms is a protection against the 
possibility that even our own government could degenerate into 
tyranny, and though this may seem unlikely, this possibility 
should be guarded against with individual diligence. 

"Third, while the Second Amendment thus stands as a 
protection against both external threat and internal tyranny, the 
recognition of the individual's right in the Second Amendment, 
and its incorporation by the Due Process Clause against the 
states, is not inconsistent with the reasonable regulation of 
weaponry. All weapons are not "arms" within the meaning of the 
Second Amendment, so, for example, no individual could 
sensibly argue that the 

Second Amendment gives them a right to have nuclear 
weapons or chemical weapons in their home for self-defense. 
Also, important governmental interests will justify reasonable 
regulation of rifles and handguns, and the problem for our courts 
will be to define, in the context of particular regulation by the 
states and municipalities, what is reasonable and permissible and 
what is unreasonable and offensive to the Second Amendment." 
The New GUN WEEK, May 15, 2009 
 

Public Misled on Mexican Gun Trace Reports 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 
The Obama Administration and antigun members of Congress 

are misleading the American public about the source of weapons 
being used by Mexican criminals in a violent drug war being 
waged just south of the border. 

That appears to be the consensus of coincidental and 
completely independent investigations by Gun Week, Fox News 
and a group of on-line gun rights journalists called the Gun 
Rights Examiners, who have revealed that an oft-repeated claim, 
that 90% of the guns being recovered by Mexican authorities 
investigating drug- related crime have been traced to the United 
States, is simply not true. 
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The figure, according to each investigation and supported by 
a clarification from a spokeswoman for the federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF), is not 
accurate. The 90% figure was first put forth by William Hoover, 
ATF assistant director for field operations in testimony before 
Congress, but it appears anti-gun lawmakers either 
misunderstood, or misinterpreted the figure. 

The allegation, as noted by Fox News, has been repeated by 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, speaking to reporters on a trip 
in Mexico last month, by CBS reporter Bob Schieffer during an 
interview with President Obama, and by anti-gun Sen. Dianne 
Feinstein (D-CA), a strong proponent of renewing and expanding 
a ban on semi-automatic firearms. 

The figure has also been changed at least once, by KABC 
News reporter Veronique Masterson in Los Angeles, who said 
on-air, "Guns from the US account for 95 percent of Mexico's 
drug- related killings, according to the US State Department." 

However, the ATF spokeswoman told Gun Week that the 
figure only applies to the guns about which Mexican authorities 
have made inquiries, that is, asked for traces from the ATF. 

David Codrea and Kurt Hofmann, writing as Gun Rights 
Examiners for the on-line news service, also took issue with the 
90% figure and Codrea reported that even anti-gun Sen. John 
Kerry of Massachusetts had observed that last year, Mexican 
authorities only inquired to ATF about one of approximately 
every four weapons seized in criminal investigations. 

"Not 90 percent of the cartels' firearms," Codrea wrote. 
"Ninety-percent of 25 percent of only the miniscule fraction of 
guns reported seized (versus actually seized?)..." 

Gun Week was reminded by the ATF spokeswoman that a 
considerable number of firearms made prior to 1968 had no serial 
numbers, so they cannot be traced. She also suggested that there 
are other sources for firearms being used in the Mexican drug 
bloodbath. 

While it is accurate, she explained, that 90% of the firearms 
about which the ATF receives inquiries from the Mexican 
authorities have apparently been traced to the United States, that 
hardly represents 90% of all the guns being used or recovered in 
the drug wars. 

Even The Los Angeles Times, which has a traditionally anti-
gun editorial slant, noted in a Mar. 15 story about the Mexican 
drug war, "Most of these weapons are being smuggled from 
Central American countries or by sea, eluding US and Mexican 
monitors who are focused on the smuggling of semiautomatic and 
conventional weapons purchased from dealers in the US border 
states of Texas, New Mexico, Arizona and California." 

Reacting to Kerry's revelation, Gun Rights Examiner Kurt 
Hofmann noted, "So in regard the other 75 percent of the 
weapons, the Mexican government—for whatever reason—is 
keeping the BATFE in the dark. Could it be that the other 75 
percent (or a large majority thereof) have not been sold in the US 
civilian market, and that for that information to become known 
would undermine arguments to restrict US gun rights—something 
Mexico has advocated for years?" 

According to Fox News, in 2007-2008, Mexican authorities 
inquired about 11,000 firearms traces through ATF, of which 
approximately 6,000 were successfully traced. Of that 6,000 

traces, a grand total of 5,114 weapons were determined to have 
come from the United States. 

However, during that same period, Mexican authorities 
actually recovered some 29,000 guns at crime scenes. That means 
the majority of crime guns recovered by Mexican officials were 
never traced, and by Fox News' math, it translates to a whopping 
83% of firearms recovered from Mexican crime scenes could not 
be traced to this country. 

Mexican cartels appear to be arming themselves with guns 
from a variety of sources, including Columbian arms smugglers, 
Guatemala, South America, the Russian mafia, China and Korea. 

One embarrassing revelation is that many of the 150,000 
Mexican soldiers who reportedly deserted over the past few years 
apparently took their weapons with them. Those guns are now 
unaccounted for. 

Fox News reporter William La Juenesse—speaking on the air 
with Seattle, WA, radio talk host Kirby Wilbur on Apr. 2—noted 
that because Mexican drug cartels can get "boatloads of guns" 
from so many other sources, it would seem odd that they would 
be largely depending upon guns bought through "straw 
purchases" or at gun shows in this country to arm themselves. 

"Well funded anti-self defense campaigners, politicians and 
their ministers who enjoy taxpayer-funded protection, and a 
complicit media are propagating a lie in order to swindle you out 
of your rights," Codrea recently alleged. "There is a way to get to 
the bottom of things, but you won't hear it from them. 

"Ask yourself who could be opposed to ATF officials—
testifying under oath—as to the complete truth of what they know 
about Mexican cartel guns," he. continued, "besides someone 
who finds an advantage in suppressing the truth?" The New GUN 

WEEK, May 1, 2009 
 

Mexican outlaws will have their guns 
by Roy Exum, The Chattanoogan 
There are 110 million people and 742,485 square miles in the 

country of Mexico, but there is only one little store in all the land 
that sells guns. That two- room store, called "Directorate for 
Arms and Munitions Sales," is located in the largest city in the 
world—Mexico City. It is operated and heavily guarded by the 
army. 

For a Mexican citizen to legally buy a gun involves a long, 
drawn-out process and, if you want any gun bigger than a .22-
caliber, it is expressly forbidden. Mexico has arguably the 
toughest gun control laws in the world. 

Since the beginning of 2008, over 7,000 Mexicans have been 
killed in the exploding drug wars. How do you think the gun ban 
is working out for them south of the border? 

The powerful drug cartels in Mexico have made a mockery of 
any gun control laws and, as is so sadly the growing theme, it is 
the United States' fault because the outlaws come across the 
2,000-mile border and pay cash for any kind of guns they want to 
buy. Then they sneak these weapons back into the terror-ravaged 
country and, to hear President Felipe Calderon talk, you would 
think we had something to do with it. 

The United States enjoys some spectacular freedoms, but now 
the Obama administration, along with a growing list of misguided 
senators, wants to curtail the trail of guns to Mexico in the 



 
 

Page 6

ridiculous belief the drug cartels will quit shooting people. And—
what—start throwing rocks? 

I have long held the belief a gun never killed anyone and a 
gun never spent the night in jail. A gun is a tool and, in the hands 
of a criminal, becomes an extension of that person. Thusly, you 
must deal with the person, not his weapon. Mexico is today the 
best example in the world of the old expression, "When guns are 
outlawed, outlaws will have guns." 

If you will take 15 minutes to do simple research, you'll learn 
that Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and senators like John 
Kerry who are now crying for bans on some guns, are every bit as 
terribly misinformed as the government of Mexico. Let's face it; 
the problem isn't the weapons they use but rather what they use 
them for—to supply an insatiable drug trade. 

If the United States bans certain semi-automatic weapons, do 
you seriously believe the drug cartels will quit using automatic 
weapons? If you are that hope- less, the drugs you are taking 
aren't working and it is time to go back to regular cigarettes. Oh 
my goodness. 

Last November one of the cartel's most prominent henchmen, 
Jamie "el Hummer" Gonzales Duran, was captured near the 
Texas border. Then guess what happened? As "el Hummer" was 
being taken to jail, the cartel's thugs attacked the Mexican 
"federales" to spring their leader, but this time the cops won. 

When the smoke had cleared, the police confiscated 540 
assault rifles, more than half-a-million bullets, 150 grenades, 14 
cartridges of dynamite, 98 fragmentation grenades, 67 bullet-
proof vests, seven .50-caliber sniper rifles and a light anti-tank 
(LAW) rocket. All of this was just in "el Hummer's" stack. 

Have you ever tried to buy a rocket-propelled grenade? They 
don't sell them at gun shows or anywhere else civil people go. 
There is evidence the cartels are now getting "cuerrnos de 
chivo"—which is Spanish for goat horns—from anywhere in the 
world they wish to buy them. "Goat horn" is the nickname of a 
30-round banana clip that fits in an AK-47. 

Even if we could stifle every firearm that is smuggled across 
the vast Mexican-United States border, the cartels would still 
have all the assault weapons they ever wanted. Oh, they may pay 
a little more for them, but—honestly--a guy named Joaquin "El 
Chappo" Guzman Loera was just named to Forbes Magazine's list 
of billionaires and he can get anything he wants. 

"El Chappo" heads the Sinoloa cartel and, while his nickname 
means "Shorty," he's long in the pocket. He is a fugitive, of 
course, but he's done real well getting cocaine across the US 
border. My deal is that anyone who is in a fret over the guns 
should instead be worried much more about the cocaine. Let's go 
after "Shorty," not his pistol. 

Another thing; you don't think Shorty's above calling the 
Taliban or Hezbollah and offering a bunch of cash for exotic 
weaponry we see in Iraq and Afghanistan? Listen, if the cartels 
were paying Major Arturo Gonzales Rodriquez over $100,000 a 
month for his assistance before the Army, officer was arrested in 
November, what do you think they would pay for a bunch of 
those anti-tank rockets? 

True, about 90% of the confiscated weapons can be traced to 
the United States, but that's only because we are the closest 
"convenience store." There is also some concern we are given the 

blame because Uncle Sam is such a push-over for "monetary 
reparations." 

C'mon, the guns are a sideshow, to paraphrase a popular 
senator, because we are doing a lousy job of stopping the illicit 
drugs flowing from Mexico into our country. So maybe by 
focusing on the firearms that go out of it, we can find a victory 
somewhere. Such a "head in the sand" thought process is nuts. 

In a confidential memo obtained by ABC News last week, we 
learn that President Barack Obama has already been told Mexico 
could easily become "the next Iraq or Afghanistan." The 
assessment warned, "We have a criminal insurgency by organized 
crime that may well be a precursor to civil anarchy in part or all 
of Mexico." 

So let's address the real problem, not the sideshow. The 
problem is organized crime. It's armed to the teeth, very 
sophisticated and allegedly has an "army" of its own that today 
numbers over 100,000. Further, it is made up mostly of deserters 
from Mexico's army. 

Mexico, which has forever been begging money (and getting) 
from Washington, simply can't handle its problem so we, with the 
quickness of a knee-jerk, are now sending down over a billion 
dollars to "help." 

If a billion dollars seems like a lot, how does this work for 
you; last year the cartels did an estimated $39 billion in drug 
business in the United States. This, at the same time, all the 
Mexican immigrants combined in our country sent $25 billion 
back home to "mama." Do you see what I'm thinking? Stopping 
gun sales ain't gonna' make guys like "El Chappo" or "el 
Hummer" even blink. 

You don't kill a snake by cutting off its tail. Any country boy 
will tell you the trick to snake-killing is being quick or that 
serpent will bite you. Brother, you play around in the fire long 
enough and it's a cinch you'll "get burnt." 

Since we've been dallying around for so long, there is solid 
proof the Mexican cartels are talking about using their "deep 
pockets" to infiltrate street gangs in many of the USA's biggest 
cities. You think some of those banditos might get a bang out of 
gunny sack of Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs)? 

One last point; if we cut off the gun supply at the nearest 
"convenience store," do you think that maybe some Middle East 
maniacs like the Taliban or those Hezbollah boys would be inter-
ested in driving all the rocket launchers you could stick in a big 
truck up from the south, through either Guatemala or Belize, 
where border checkpoints are almost nonexistent? 

How would you like to have a bunch of Taliban crazies 
drinking tequila late every night right across the Rio Grande with 
their newest friends who are also our next door neighbors? 

 

Poll finds support for gun control at all-time low 
Gun-control law support in the United States is at an all-time 

low, a Gallup Poll survey taken last October, before the elections 
and well before the recent spate of mass murders, according to 
United Press International. 

Twenty-nine percent of Americans asked said they favored 
banning possession of handguns by private citizens, the smallest 
approval percentage since Gallup first asked the question nearly 
50 years ago, the Princeton, NJ, polling agency said on Apr. 8 in 
releasing the results. 
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These results are from the latest installment of Gallup's annual 
crime survey, with this survey conducted in October 2008. The 
pollster said it was unclear what, if any, impact recent shooting 
spree in Binghamton, NY, in which 14 people, including the 
gunman, died could have on the gun-control issue. 

The October survey found 49% of respondents said they want 
laws on firearms sales to be stricter than they are now. Eight 
percent said gun laws should be made less strict and 41% said 
laws should remain as they are now. 

Since October, several high-profile shooting sprees have 
occurred, including the incident in Binghamton. On Christmas 
Eve in California, a man dressed as Santa Claus killed nine guests 
at a house party while in March, a gunman killed 10 people at an 
Alabama home, including several members of his family. 

Results are based on nationwide telephone interviews with 
1,011 adults conducted Oct. 3-5, 2008. The margin of._ error is 3 
percentage points. 

While the results show a marked and continuing decline in 
public support for additional gun control laws, they are not any 
indication of how the public would greet any specific new 
legislative proposals that might be advanced on Capitol Hill or in 
the legislatures of various states. The New GUN WEEK, May 1, 2009 

 

Pelosi wants registration! Second Amendment 

won't stand in the way,' says AG Holder 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 
Days after Attorney General Eric Holder told reporters in 

Mexico that the Second Amendment would not "stand in the 
way" of administration efforts to curb illegal gun trafficking from 
the US to Mexico, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi told ABC's 
"Good Morning America" that congressional anti-gunners want 
guns registered. 

These revelations came at the same time last month that Alan 
Gottlieb, founder of the Second Amendment Foundation, was 
verbally attacked on MSNBC for arguing that the Obama 
Administration wants to crack down on gun rights. 

Holder appeared at a press conference in Jiutepec with 
Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano and Mexican 
Attorney General Eduardo Medina Mora. At the time, Holder 
was asked if efforts to cut off gun running might not face 
constitutional issues on this side of the border. 

"I don't think our Second Amendment will stand in the way of 
the efforts we have begun and will expand upon," Holder said, 
according to the Wall Street Journal. 

However, as reported by several news sources, including The 
Los Angeles Times, many of the guns flowing into Mexico do not 
come from this country. 

Holder in February raised eyebrows -when he told a press 
conference that the Obama Administration would like to reinstate 
the ban, which expired in September 2004. Almost immediately, 
Pelosi put the brakes on that by telling the administration that the 
better course of action would be to enforce existing laws. 

Yet, in an appearance on ABC's "Good Morning America" on 
Apr. 7, Pelosi told reporter Robin Roberts that Congress will be 
looking to create some kind of compromise to revive the ban, and 
she said that "We want them registered." It was not clear whether 
she was alluding to semiautomatic firearms or to all guns. 

A transcript of the interview was published by News Busters, 
and Gun Week listened to the interview. Here's what was said: 

Roberts: And the shooter in Pennsylvania, he was stated as 
saying that part of the reason why he purchased the AK- 47, that 
he feared that under the Obama Administration, that you would 
reinstate the assault weapon ban. And how do you reconcile that 
with the work that you have to do in trying to stem these types of 
surges in gun purchases? 

Pelosi: Clearly, this is a sick person. So, whatever excuse he 
uses for his behavior is about that sickness. But, it's important to 
note that since March 10th to April 5th, 53 people have been the 
victims of gun violence in our country. 

Four officers in Oakland, California. But the experience in 
New York more recent, and even many more people killed. We 
have to have answers to this. We have to find some level of 
compromise. Right now, we have the debate in Congress over the 
District of Columbia, wanting a vote on the floor of the House, 
something we all want. That's a civil rights issue. And yet, they 
want to put a gun—a draconian gun bill—attach that to that. I 
don't think that that should be the price is to pay to have a vote on 
the floor of the House. But we have to find some middle ground. 

Roberts: Under the Bush Administration, you pretty much 
said the ball was in their court when it came to reinstating the 
ban. Now, it's a Democratic President, a Democratic House. So, 
is the ball in your court where this is concerned? 

Pelosi: Yes, it is. And we are just going to have to work 
together to come to some resolution because the court, in the 
meantime, in recent months, the Supreme Court has ruled in a 
very—in a direction that gives more opportunity for people to 
have guns. We never denied that right. We don't want to take 
their guns away. We want them registered. We don't want them 
crossing state lines as this legislation would do in the District of 
Columbia We wouldn't tell any other state what to do. But 
Congress wants to tell the District of Columbia. So, in any event, 
there's tremendous work ahead on this. And we have to rid the 
debate of the misconceptions that people have about what gun 
safety means. 

Pelosi's appearance came on the day after SAF's Gottlieb 
faced a verbal barrage from MSNBC's David Schuster, sitting in 
as a substitute host on that network's "Hardball" program. 
Gottlieb had been invited to respond to an antigun column in The 
New York Times written by columnist Charles M. Blow 
headlined "Pitchforks and Pistols." 

But Gottlieb found himself locked in a heated debate with 
Schuster rather than Blow, as the host repeatedly interrupted him, 
even while he was attempting to answer questions that Schuster 
had just asked. 

In the wake of that appearance, SAF reported receiving a 
small flood of hate mail, some sprinkled with vile language, from 
viewers of the program. Gun Week has seen copies of these e-
mails. 

Pelosi's fellow Californian, ardent antigun Sen. Diane 
Feinstein, is reportedly preparing legislation that would revive 
the ban, which ended more than four years ago. Studies by 
various sources, including the Centers for Disease Control, have 
suggested that gun laws, including the ban, have produced no 
discernible reduction in violent crime. The New GUN WEEK, May 1, 

2009 
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DC attorney general decries gun provision in 

voting bill 
The nation's capital would be more vulnerable to a terrorist 

attack if the District of Columbia's gun laws were weakened, the 
city's attorney general said Apr. 6, according to Associated Press. 

Peter Nickles testified before a House subcommittee 
examining the potential effect of a gun amendment attached to 
legislation that would give DC its first full vote in Congress. 

The measure sponsored by Sen. John Ensign (R-NV) would 
repeal the city's strict gun registration requirements and 
restrictions on semi-automatic firearms. 

"The terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, demonstrated 
something that we have known for some time: government 
facilities, dignitaries and public servants are prime targets for 
terrorists," Nickles said. "As a result, it would seem to me the 
district is the last place where residents across the country would 
want to allow assault weapons." 

Nickles testified on behalf of DC Police Chief Cathy Lanier, 
who was unable to attend the hearing because of a family 
emergency. Lanier testified that she had "grave concerns" when a 
similar bill was considered by Congress last year. 

The hearing, led by Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton, the city's 
nonvoting member of Congress, came as Democratic leaders plot 
how to move the voting rights bill forward in the House. The 
Senate has already passed the measure with the gun amendment 
attached. 

The amendment has DC voting-rights advocates in a bind. If 
the gun language remains, there's concern the bill might be killed 
by liberal lawmakers who favor gun control. But taking out the 
amendment could erode support from gun-rights Democrats. 

According to the Associated Press report, police currently are 
trained to view anyone carrying a weapon as a threat. 

Nickles also criticized a provision of the amendment that 
would allow DC residents to buy handguns in neighboring 
Maryland and Virginia without going through a federally licensed 
dealer in DC. The New GUN WEEK, May 1, 2009 

 
 

Armed Washington state neighbors band 

together for common defense 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 
Fifty-six-year-old James Beal, who retired on disability after 

four heart attacks, had had enough, but instead of running to the 
window to tell the world that he was "mad as hell and not going 
to take it anymore," he strapped on his gun, invited friends and 
neighbors to a gathering, and actually did something. 

Beal, who grew up in Washington state where he has returned 
following a career that took him to California and Nevada, has 
become a community activist. Involved with veterans' groups 
because he served in Vietnam, he is now involved in the 
betterment of his south King County neighborhood. 

Earlier this spring, Beal gathered dozens of other people who 
are also fed up with criminal activity, and held what might be 
considered a startling Saturday lunch gathering at his apartment 
complex. The majority of adults who attended were openly 
packing sidearms, and nobody so much as raised an eyebrow. 

Beal has open-carried for some time, and he is well known in 
the community at local businesses. Indeed, when he approached 
the managers of a local Safeway, a Starbucks and other local 
businesses, all offered support. The grocer provided free soda 
and Starbucks provided some coffee. Another coffee barista 
provided balloons and treats for children attending the gathering 
with their parents, and a local carwash offered free carwash 
coupons as door prizes. 

"They see me in the store and around the neighborhood and 
I'm known as a gun guy around here," Beal said. "They see me 
open carry everywhere I go. I've never been bothered by the 
police. I've got a good rapport with most of my neighbors." 

The event that got the attention of Beal and his neighbors was 
an afternoon shooting on Feb. 17 in the parking lot of the 
apartment complex. Two people were wounded, including one 
who was wanted on an outstanding firearms violation warrant for 
being a felon in possession of a gun. He is only 17 years old, 
according to the King County Sheriff's Department. 

So, this quiet neighbor with the gun on his hip went to work, 
explaining to Gun Week that "a lot of people are kind of fed up 
with it." 

An older neighbor told Beal that he has had trouble with 
strangers coming to the apartment complex, parking in spots 
reserved for residents, and if he complains, he is threatened. 

Beal said that during the lunch gathering, a couple of 
youngsters were apparently sent by some of the local thugs to see 
what was going on. When the youths went back to report, Beal 
learned, they were asked "how many people were carrying guns?" 

"The kids said 'all of them'," Beal chuckled. 
After that for a few days, the neighborhood was rather calm. 
Beal estimates that some 50 people attended the gathering, at 

which they discussed setting up a neighborhood watch program. 
Sgt. John Urquhart, King County Sheriff's spokesman, told 

Gun Week that the department, which contracts to the City of 
SeaTac for police protection, would be happy to provide some 
guidance. He could not explain why a deputy did not attend the 
meeting as Beal had apparently requested. 

The meeting was covered by two local television stations, 
KING, the local NBC affiliate, and KIRO, the Seattle-area CBS 
affiliate. 

Open carry is legal in Washington state, and there is an 
active, though relatively small, contingent of open carry activists 
in the state. Beal has learned from the experience that local busi-
nesses have problems with the criminal element. Customers at the 
local car wash apparently have been harassed, and there is drug 
dealing in area commercial parking lots. 

Beal said the meeting really started taking shape after a chat 
with another member of the Open Carry Internet forum who 
operates a local restaurant. They decided that instead of a dinner 
meeting at the restaurant, a public meeting at the apartment where 
the shooting occurred would confront the problem head-on. 

When he and a friend were loading things into a car, one of 
Beal's neighbors approached and asked him if he was moving. 
She then said that she "just feels better with you in the neighbor-
hood." A similar observation was made on camera to the KING 
news crew by one of the local residents. 
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There will be a second event, held outside weather permitting, 
sometime later this Spring or during the Summer, Beal said. The 

New GUN WEEK, May 1, 2009 
 

`Militia' group forming to patrol if Stockton, 

CA lays off police 
A Stockton, CA, man is organizing his friends and neighbors 

to set up armed patrols of neighborhood streets later this Summer 
in preparation for the announced layoff of more than 40 police 
officers. 

According to The Stockton Record, retired trucker Alan 
Pettet, 66, has recruited 18 men to serve in this patrol. They will 
cruise the streets, four men to a car, and they will be armed after 
training at a local shooting range. They will only hit the streets if 
the city goes through with a threat to lay off 43 officers on July 1. 

This appears to be another manifestation of public fury at 
government cost- cutting of essential services. Government at all 
levels is struggling with out-ofcontrol budgets, but citizens are 
growing frustrated that police and other emergency services 
appear to be falling under the budget axe when presumed "non-
essential" programs and services are not being trimmed or simply 
eliminated. 

In Stockton's case, this "militia" idea— as it was dubbed in 
The Record's report—is not being well-received by city officials, 
including the police. 

"We are not at the point where we need to have armed 
militias patrolling Stockton," said Vice Mayor Kathy Miller. 

"We don't want armed citizens out there who are not trained," 
echoed Mayor Ann Johnston. 

The newspaper said most of the volunteers are military 
veterans, so theoretically anyway, they have had some firearms 
training. 

Pettet told the newspaper that the volunteers will detain 
criminal suspects and call the police. They will wear identifying 
armbands and their "patrol cars" will be marked by magnetic 
signs. 

The ex-truck driver indicated to the newspaper that he is not 
concerned about statutes that prohibit carrying loaded guns in 
cars. His response was that forming a militia is protected by the 
Constitution. 

"Watch and see," he said. "Who's going to stop us?" 
The militia will bill the city $350 an hour for services, but the 

city attorney has balked at the notion of paying such a bill. The 

New GUN WEEK, May 1, 2009 
 

Local GOP panel rebukes sheriff on license 

policy 
The county's GOP central committee is gearing up for a 

showdown with Orange County, CA, Sheriff Sandra Hutchens 
over her concealed firearms licensing policies. 

A resolution committee for the GOP voted in early April 7-0 
to condemn Hutchens' new gun policies, which are stricter than 
the policy she inherited from former Sheriff Mike Carona, 
according to The Orange County Register. 

Allan Bartlett, a GOP activist who heads up the resolution 
committee, said the panel met to review the resolution prepared 
by Bruce Whitaker—who works for County Supervisor Chris 
Norby. 

Speaking only for himself, Bartlett said the resolution 
committee decided to weigh in because of the importance of the 
gun issue to local Republicans. 

"This is a core issue of freedom for the Republican Party," 
Bartlett said. "This is. way of showing those in our party that 
we're backing up our words with actions. This is a small step in 
sending a message to our voters that we want to get back to the 
basics of what made our party great in the past." 

While Bartlett said the committee wasn't making a 
proclamation on Hutchens, he said her gun policies are not 
popular. 

The issue of concealed weapons permits has been raging 
since Hutchens took office and decided to tighten how such 
licenses were granted. Carona made expanding such permits a 
central part of his three election campaigns. However, those 
permits also got on the radar of federal prosecutors who alleged 
that Carona handed them out to campaign supporters. The New 

GUN WEEK, May 1, 2009 
 

WA lawmaker stirs debate with criminals 

remark 
Washington state Sen. Tim Sheldon, who also sits on the 

Mason County Board of Commissioners, set off sparks recently 
when he told a reporter from KIRO in Seattle, the local CBS 
affiliate, that "It's always open season on criminals in Mason 
County, and there is no bag limit." 

Sheldon was discussing the potential troubles that might arise 
if the county budget is slashed, resulting in fewer deputies for the 
Sheriff's Department. 

Almost immediately, Mason County Chief Deputy Dean Byrd 
declared "We're just not a community of vigilantism, and no 
responsible politician is going to encourage vigilantism." 

Two different KIRO reporters repeated that term throughout 
their reports, but Sheldon did not suggest that citizens should act 
outside of the state law. 

Sheldon told a KIRO reporter that Mason County criminals 
might want to reconsider their activity. 

"You might expect a lead enema," he remarked. "I'm telling 
you, people in Mason County are fed up with crime. They know 
how to protect themselves." 

The county was looking to trim $382,000 from its budget, and 
that might mean as many as five deputies would be lost. Mason 
County is primarily rural, encompassing the south end of 
Washington's Hood Canal. The New GUN WEEK, May 1, 2009 

 

Rage in WI: Furor -over Milwaukee chief's 

open Carry order after AG's memo 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 
Milwaukee, WI, Police Chief Ed Flynn may be on a collision 

course with State Attorney General J.B. Van Hollen, and -tithe 
Wisconsin State Constitution, after declaring that he will ignore 
the attorney general's opinion that peaceable open carry of 
firearms is legal. 

Open carry activists believe Chief Flynn's directive to his 
officers, that they "take down" armed citizens and "put them on 
the ground, take the gun away and then decide whether you have 
a right to _carry it" will land Flynn in legal hot water. 
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Van Hollen's guidance in the form of an advisory 
memorandum to Wisconsin's District Attorney's regarding the 
state's constitutional right to openly carry firearms said: 

"Under Article I, § 25 of the Wisconsin Constitution, a person 
has the right to openly carry a firearm for any of the purposes 
enumerated in that Section, subject to reasonable regulation. The 
Wisconsin Department of Justice believes that the mere open 
carrying of a firearm by a person, absent additional facts and 
circumstances, should not result in a disorderly conduct charge 
from a prosecutor." 

"It is not unlawful, barring other facts and circumstances, to 
openly carry a firearm in Wisconsin," Attorney General J.B. Van 
Hollen said. He went on, "This is offered as guidance to 
Wisconsin's prosecutors when making charging decisions. It will 
also assist Wisconsin law enforcement in the exercise of their 
duty to keep the peace, protect rights and enforce the law." 

However, state Rep. Leon Young, a Milwaukee Democrat, 
announced that he would draft legislation to ban open carry. 

His announcement drew a quick reaction from the Citizens 
Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms, a national 
grassroots gun rights organization. CCRKBA Legislative 
Director Joe Waldron challenged both Flynn and Young on the 
constitutional right to keep and bear arms issue. Wisconsin's state 
constitution affirms the "right to keep and bear arms for security, 
defense, hunting, recreation or any other lawful purpose." 

However, because Wisconsin is one of two remaining states 
that does not allow concealed carry, Waldron said that the only 
way citizens there can exercise their right to keep and bear arms 
would be to openly carry them. 

"If you cannot carry openly, and you cannot carry concealed," 
Waldron wondered, "how can law-abiding Wisconsin citizens 
exercise their state constitutional right to keep and bear arms? 
We encourage Rep. Young to address that issue to the state 
Supreme Court before he pushes ahead with that scheme." 

Calls to both the Milwaukee Police Department and Young 
were not re- turned to Gun Week. 

Waldron and CCRKBA are not strangers to such a 
controversy. In Seattle, WA, the organization is bracing for a 
legal confrontation with anti-gun Mayor Greg Nickels, a liberal 
Democrat serving in a non-partisan office. Nickels last year 
announced that he would issue an executive order banning even 
legally- carried firearms on all city property, despite a warning 
from Washington State Attorney General Rob McKenna that 
such a declaration would violate the state's long-standing 
preemption statute. 

There have already been legal challenges to police 
crackdowns on open carriers in Wisconsin. One case involved 
Brad Krause of West Allis, who success- fully fought a charge of 
disorderly conduct stemming from an incident last year in which 
Krause was packing a gun in his yard while doing yard work. The 
case went to court in February and Krause won, with the judge in 
that case noting that there is "no law whatsoever" in Wisconsin 
that addresses "the issue of an unconcealed weapon." That case 
was hailed as a victory for open carry in Wisconsin. 

More recently, Milwaukee resident Jesus Gonzalez filed a 
lawsuit in federal court to stop police in Wisconsin cities from 
arresting people for openly carrying sidearms. The lawsuit 
specifically targets police in West Milwaukee and Chilton. 

According to The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, Gonzalez was 
arrested in May 2008 for openly carrying a handgun at a Wal-
Mart in Chilton. He was jailed, but never prosecuted, and it took 
a court order for the police to return his gun, after holding it for 
10 months. 

Gonzalez is represented by Georgia attorney John Monroe, a 
gun rights specialist. 

According to WISN, Young said he is "totally opposed" to 
open carry. 

"I do not think we need more guns on the streets," he said. 
Anti-gun Democrat Gov. Jim Doyle, who has twice vetoed 

concealed carry legislation, was quoted by the station asserting, 
"It's ridiculous to think someone should be allowed to walk down 
Wisconsin Avenue with a loaded firearm on their hip." 

And David Banaczynski, head of the state Police Chief's 
Association, told the station, "The more people that have 
handguns, or wear handguns, the more chance there is for 
something bad going on. It's not black and white, just because 
you have a constitutional right to carry a handgun in the open, it 
doesn't mean carte blanche, you can carry it anywhere at anytime 
and do anything you want." The New GUN WEEK, May 15, 2009 

 

Military vet wins gun rights in Nebraska high 

court ruling 
by Dave Workman 
A unanimous ruling by the Nebraska Supreme Court in April 

has been hailed by veterans and gun rights activists as a major 
victory for veterans suffering from post traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD). 

Josetsh D. Gallegos had been diagnosed with PTSD in 2001. 
His marriage had fallen apart, and he admitted that he had given 
some thought to suicide, but instead, he sought help from the 
Veteran's Administration hospital in Omaha, where he was held 
for three days and subsequently went through a three- month 
treatment program for depression. 

Years later, he obtained a firearms certificate and purchase 
permit, and in January 2007, he presented a purchase application 
to the Omaha Police Department, which initially denied the 
request, but after investigating, the department issued Gallegos 
his gun registration. 

However, the following month, the Douglas County Sheriff's 
Department refused to approve a firearms application and 
confiscated his firearms certificate, claiming that his stay in the 
hospital in 2001 disqualified him from owning a gun under 
federal law. 

Gallegos went to court, was turned down by a county judge 
and then the district court, but when the case went to the 
Nebraska Supreme Court, the justices reversed the lower courts 
in a unanimous ruling 

Gallegos told. Gun Week, "I feel I have been trampled on, 
chewed up and spit out." 

His attorney, Jill Harker, said she was delighted to have 
helped Gallegos She said this case exposed a problem with how a 
gun law is interpreted, since the Omaha police issued Gallegos a 
license, but when he proceeded to purchase a firearm outside of 
the city, he had to go to the sheriff's office, which confiscated the 
permit. Harker said the deputy in that second encounter only gave 



 
 

Page 11

a cursory glance at Gallegos' record, without further investigation 
that would have revealed his clearance by the Omaha police. 

Larry Scott, who operates a website "VAWatchdog.org," 
commented online that "the Nebraska Supreme Court has told 
municipalities and counties to stop making up their own rules 
when it comes to a gun ownership permit." 

The seven-page ruling was authored by Chief Justice Mike 
Heavican. The state high court based its ruling entirely on 
whether Gallegos had ever been "committed" to a mental 
institution as defined by federal statute. The court ruled that he 
had not, despite his stay at the VA hospital in 2001. The court 
noted that his three-day stay at the VA hospital in 2001 prior to 
his voluntary 90-day treatment did not constitute a "commitment" 
as defined by law. 

"I have no criminal history," Gallegos said of his two-year 
legal ordeal. "I could not believe this was happening to me." 

He told Gun Week that he was once a corrections officer, but 
acknowledged that "my life disintegrated" when his wife left. 

"It was the worst day of my life," he recalled. 
But Gallegos believes he did the right thing in seeking help. 

Yet, true to the adage that "no good deed goes unpunished," he 
just was not prepared to have that effort result in his loss of a 
fundamental civil right. 

"My war experience was not something I asked to have 
happen to me," he said. "I recognized I needed help and I asked 
for it. And that's what you would expect a normal human being to 
do." 

Harker concurred, but indicated a concern that of the millions 
of people who suffer from depression, some who own firearms 
will not seek the help they need for fear of losing their gun rights. 
The New GUN WEEK, May 15, 2009 

 

Supremes limit warrantless vehicle searches 
The Supreme Court ruled on Apr. 21 that police need a 

warrant to search the vehicle of someone they have arrested, the 
person is locked up in a patrol cruiser and poses no safety threat 
to officers. 

The court's 5-4 decision puts new limits on the ability of 
police to search a vehicle immediately after the arrest of a 
suspect. 

According to Associated Press, Justice John Paul Stevens said 
in the majority opinion that warrantless searches still may be 
conducted if a car's passenger compartment is within reach of a 
suspect who has been removed from the vehicle or there is reason 
to believe evidence of a crime will be found. 

"When these justifications are absent, a search of an arrestee's 
vehicle will be unreasonable unless police obtain a warrant," 
Stevens said. 

Justice Samuel Alito, in dissent, complained that the decision 
upsets police practice that has developed since the court first 
authorized warrantless searches immediately following an arrest. 

"There are cases in which it is unclear whether an arrestee 
could retrieve a weapon or evidence," Alito said. 

Even more confusing, he said, is asking police to determine 
whether the vehicle contains evidence of a crime. "What this rule 
permits in a variety of situations is entirely unclear," Alito said. 

The decision backs an Arizona high court ruling in favor of 
Rodney Joseph Gant, who was handcuffed, seated in the back of 

a patrol car and under police supervision when Tucson police 
officers searched his car. They found cocaine and drug 
paraphernalia. 

The trial court said the evidence could be used against Gant, 
but Arizona appeals courts overturned the convictions because 
the officers already had secured the scene and thus faced no 
threat to their safety or concern about evidence being preserved. 

The justices divided in an unusual fashion. Justices Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg, Antonin Scalia, David Souter and Clarence 
Thomas joined the majority opinion. Chief Justice John Roberts 
and Justices Stephen Breyer and Anthony Kennedy were in 
dissent along with Alito. The New GUN WEEK, May 15, 2009 

 

Missouri patrol under fire; names new reports 

leader 
The Missouri State Highway Patrol on Apr. 6 replaced the 

director of an intelligence center which has been under fire after 
producing a report suggesting militia members often support 
certain political candidates. 

The patrol's superintendent, Col. James Keathley, announced 
the personnel change at a state Senate Appropriations Committee 
hearing after more than a month of angry complaints from 
conservatives, according to Associated Press. The change came 
less than a week after Keathley was questioned by the same panel 
of lawmakers about the information center and its "modern- 
militia" report. 

Lt. David A. Hall, who first joined the patrol in 1993, now 
takes over the Missouri Information Analysis Center (MIAC). 
Hall rose through the ranks in the patrol's Drug and Crime 
Control Division in northeast Missouri. 

Besides the new director, Keathley said the information 
center also will report to a member of the superintendent's staff. 

"I don't see us releasing another strategic report of this nature 
any time in the near future," he said. "Those are going to be 
scrutinized extremely heavily from this point forward." 

The Missouri Information Analysis Center collects 
intelligence from state and federal agencies to combat terrorism 
and criminal activity. It was created under former Gov. Matt 
Blunt. 

The controversial report says that some militia members 
subscribe to militant anti-abortion or anti-illegal immigration 
movements. It also notes that members usually support presiden-
tial candidates such as Rep. Ron Paul, R-Texas; Libertarian Bob 
Barr; and Constitution Party member Chuck Baldwin. 

Neither Keathley nor a Highway Patrol news release 
announcing the change in directors at the Missouri Information 
Analysis Center mentioned former director Van Godsey—not a 
uniformed member of the patrol. Highway Patrol spokesman Lt. 
John Hotz said that Godsey was transferred to another spot in the 
Division of Drug and Crime Control, but he had no further 
details. 

Since then, House Republicans added to the state budget a 
prohibition on using state money for "political profiling." 

At the hearing, Keathley blasted the controversial report 
issued by the Missouri Information Analysis Center that linked 
conservative groups to domestic terrorism, assuring that such 
reports no longer will be issued. 
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According to WorldNetDaily.com, the report warned law 
enforcement agencies to watch for suspicious individuals who 
may have bumper stickers for third- party political candidates 
such as Ron Paul, Bob Barr and Chuck Baldwin. 

It further warned law enforcement to watch out for 
individuals with "radical" ideologies based on Christian views, 
such as opposing illegal immigration, abortion and federal taxes. 

Keathley issued a statement saying that the release of the 
report, which outraged conservatives nationwide, prompted him 
to "take a hard look" at the procedures through which the report 
was released by the MIAC. 

"My review of the procedures used by the MIAC in the three 
years since its inception indicates that the mechanism in place for 
oversight of reports needs improvement," he wrote. "Until two 
weeks ago, the process for release of reports from the MIAC to 
law enforcement officers around the state required no review by 
leaders of the Missouri State Highway Patrol or the Department 
of Public Safety." 

He said the militia report was "created by an MIAC 
employee, reviewed by the MIAC director, and sent immediately 
to law enforcement agencies across Missouri. The militia report 
was never reviewed by me or by the Director of Public Safety, 
John Britt, at any point prior to its issuance. Had that report been 
reviewed by either my office or by leaders of the Department of 
Public Safety, it would never have been released to law 
enforcement agencies," wrote Keathley. 

The report simply "does not meet" the needed standard for 
"intelligence," he said. 

"For that reason, I have ordered the MIAC to permanently 
cease distribution of the militia report. Further, I am creating a 
new process for oversight of reports drafted by the MIAC that 
will require leaders of the Missouri State Highway Patrol and the 
Department of Public Safety to review the content of these 
reports before they are shared with law enforcement. My office 
will also undertake a review of the origin of the report by 
MIAC," he ordered. 

The warning earlier prompted Americans for Legal 
Immigration (ALI) to issue a "national advisory" against relying 
on any such reports. 

The Missouri document, it said, "attempted to politicize 
police and cast suspicion on millions of Americans. The 
`Missouri Documents,' as they came to be called, listed over 32 
characteristics police should watch for as signs or links to 
domestic terrorists, which could threaten police officers, court 
officials, and infrastructure targets. 

"Police were instructed to look for Americans who were 
concerned about unemployment, taxes, illegal immigration, 
gangs, border security, abortion, high costs of living, gun 
restrictions, FEMA, the IRS, The Federal Reserve, and the North 
American Union/SPP/ North American Community. The 
‘Missouri Documents' also said potential domestic terrorists 
might like gun shows, short wave radios, combat movies, movies 
with white male heroes, Tom Clancey novels, and Presidential 
Candidates Ron Paul, Bob Barr, and Chuck Baldwin!" ALI 
wrote. 

It said the report cited the Southern Poverty Law Center as a 
resource. The New GUN WEEK, May 1, 2009 

 

More IL counties voting on carry 
Two more Southern Illinois counties—Johnson and Pope—

have included concealed carry advisory referendums on their 
April ballots that proponents say will help convince state 
lawmakers that laws need to be passed to allow for it. 

The effectiveness of those referendums being included on 
Illinois voting ballots has yet to be seen, claimed an anti-handgun 
lobbyist, according to The Southern in Carbondale. 

The yes-no question on the counties' ballots ask voters if the 
state legislature should enact legislation enabling trained and 
licensed citizens to carry firearms for self-defense and other 
lawful uses. 

Four Southern Illinois counties— Crawford, Franklin, Saline 
and Union—included the question on their ballots in November 
and joined six other counties in seeing the referendum approved. 
Six jurisdictions said no. 

What the advisory referendum does is send a message to the 
general assembly that Illinois is way behind in its gun laws, said 
Valinda Rowe, spokeswoman for www.illinoiscarry.com, a 
website dedicated to discussion and action on concealed carry. 
The New GUN WEEK, May 1, 2009 

 

Bloomberg, antis plan VA ads to bar private 

sales 
New York's mayor and some relatives of the April 2007 

Virginia Tech massacre victims were planning to release a new 
anti-gun television ad in mid-April urging the Commonwealth of 
Virginia to close an alleged gun show "loophole." 

According to Associated Press, New York Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg was scheduled to join those victims' relatives in 
Arlington, VA, op Apr. 13 to get the most publicity out of the 
release of the ad. 

The ad calls for Virginia to amend its penal code to prohibit 
private firearms sales by what the anti-gunners call "occasional 
sellers," meaning individuals who are not federal firearms 
licensees, unless background checks of prospective buyers are 
conducted. The New GUN WEEK, May 1, 2009 

 

China launches new crackdown on gun crimes 
China has launched a crackdown on gun crimes and illegal 

firearms, the Ministry of Public Security said on Mar. 24, a day 
after a soldier was fatally shot and his assault rifle was stolen. 

As part of the campaign, authorities will seize illegal weapons 
and apprehend those illegally making firearms, the ministry said 
on its website, according to Associated Press. 

Though private gun ownership is virtually banned in China, 
the country has seen a rise in violent crimes amid the free-market 
reforms of recent years and a loosening of social controls. The 
Ministry of Public Security said it hoped the new campaign 
would "significantly reduce" crimes related to illegal guns. 

The crackdown was launched one day after the 18-year-old 
soldier on sentry duty was shot dead by an unknown assailant in 
Chongqing, a southwestern city of 30 million. State media have 
said police were treating the shooting as a terrorist attack and set 
up checkpoints throughout the city, which has become an 
important passageway for illegal firearms smuggling. 

Police were searching door-to-door for the suspect, based on 
surveillance camera footage that showed a man wearing a hooded 
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top, the official China Daily newspaper reported, citing an 
unidentified police source. The New GUN WEEK, May 1, 2009 

 

Orlando chief censured over stolen pistol 
The Orlando, FL, chief of police received a written censure 

after her gun, three fully-loaded magazines, handcuffs and baton 
were stolen from her city- issued vehicle that was parked outside 
her home, according to officer.com. 

In a notice of disciplinary action released by the Orlando 
Police Department on Apr. 9, Chief Val Demings was also 
informed that future violations of a similar nature may result in 
more severe discipline. 

Demings took full responsibility for the incident, which 
occurred in late February, saying she doesn't usually leave her 
gun in her vehicle, but did the night it was taken because her 
family was expecting guests with children. 

"Believe me, it's a horrible thing that has happened. And I 
certainly—who am working very aggressively to take guns off the 
street—feel awful about it," Demings said in March. "I expect to 
be disciplined for it." 

Demings said the 9 mm Sig Sauer was hidden from plain 
view, but she added that it shouldn't have been left it in the SUV. 

Demings said she locked the SUV with the key remote, but 
deputies investigating the theft said there was no sign of forced 
entry into the car. 

"In keeping with past established practice, I recommend Chief 
Val Demings receive a Written Censure' for a first-time 
violation," Internal Affairs Manager Dwain Rivers wrote. 

As in a similar case involving then Seattle Police Chief Gil 
Kerlikowski, neither the thief nor the gun have been located. The 

New GUN WEEK, May 1, 2009 
 

NSSF Bullet Points -- 05-11-2009 
 

Polls Show Fading Support for Gun 

Control 
 
May 11, 2009 -- MORE AMERICANS NOT SUPPORTIVE OF 
NEW LAWS . . . A number of recent polls show Americans are 
growing increasingly less supportive of new restrictions to 
regulate firearms. The Houston Chronicle reported last week that 
the shift in public opinion is so strong that a potential ban on so-
called "assault weapons" -- once backed by 3 in 4 Americans -- 
"now rates barely 1 in 2." Said Frank Newport, editor-in-chief of 
the Gallup Poll, "Every bit of data is showing us that Americans 
are getting more conservative about gun control." See results 
from five recent polls in NSSF's blog, Aiming for Accuracy. 

Legislative 
* ATF REFORM BILL INTRODUCED IN HOUSE . . . 
Following last week's introduction of a Senate bill designed to 
strike a fair balance between providing ATF with additional 
regulatory powers and affording licensees more rights and due 
process in the regulatory process, Reps. Steve King (R-Iowa) and 
Zack Space (D-Ohio) introduced similar legislation in the House 
of Representatives. The legislation would allow ATF new powers 
to issue fines and suspend licenses of federal firearms licensees 
(as opposed to current regulations which only allow for license 

revocation) and would also define what a "willful" violation is. 
The bill also calls for revocation hearings to be heard before an 
administrative law judge, rather than an ATF official. 
* CALIFORNIA AMMUNITION REGISTRATION BILL 

SUSPENDED . . . Thanks in large part to the efforts of the 
California Association of Firearms Retailers (CAFR), NSSF and 
others, anti-gun/anti-business bill AB 962 has been suspended. 
Among other things, the bill would have required that handgun 
ammunition buyers make their purchases in person (not by mail 
order or the Internet), that handgun ammunition not be displayed 
by retailers in a location where customers can have access to it, 
that retailers record and maintain consumers' personal 
information (including fingerprint) when purchasing ammunition 
and finally retailers/or individuals who sell more than one box 
(50 rounds) of handgun ammunition per month must obtain an 
ammunition sellers permit. Though the bill has been suspended, 
that does not mean the battle is won. NSSF urges all retailers and 
gun owners to continue to voice their opposition to this bill to 
ensure it will not be taken out off the suspension calendar. Please 
visit your local retailer to sign a petition. 

Hunting and Conservation 
* HUNTING AS A CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT . . . After the 
2008 passage of a constitutional amendment guaranteeing the 
right to "hunt, trap, fish and take game" in Oklahoma, similar 
bills could be on the way in more states, ESPNOutdoors.com 
reports. Ten states have made hunting a constitutional right. 
Vermont was the first to do it back to 1777, while most of the 
other nine have adopted similar amendments in the past decade. 
In the Courts 
* COURT RULES LAWSUIT AGAINST GUN MAKERS 

REQUIRES DISMISSAL . . . The United States Court of 
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit ruled today that the Protection of 
Lawful Commerce in Arms Act (PLCAA) requires the dismissal 
of the Ileto v. Glock, RSR, case originally filed in August 2000. 
"This is exactly the kind of case that Congress had in mind when 
it passed the Protection of Lawful Commerce in Arms Act," said 
NSSF Senior Vice President and General Counsel Lawrence G. 
Keane. "We applaud the court of appeals decision. The PLCAA 
was passed and signed into law in 2005 with strong bi-partisan 
support. The purpose of the act is to prevent firearms 
manufacturers and retailers from being held liable for the 
criminal actions of others with their products. 
* UPDATE ON NYC SUIT AGAINST OUT-OF-STATE 

FIREARMS RETAILERS . . . In the City of New York v. A-1 
Jewelry & Pawn Inc. case, Judge Weinstein granted default 
judgment on March 24 against the last defendant resisting the 
City's efforts to regulate out-of-state retail firearm dealers, 
Adventure Outdoors Inc. The basis for the entry of default 
judgment against Adventure Outdoors was its decision not to 
present a defense at trial after Judge Weinstein decided, six days 
before jury selection was scheduled to begin, that Adventure 
Outdoors did not have a right to a trial by jury and that he would 
serve as the finder of fact. Adventure Outdoors believed that it 
was a foregone conclusion that the result of a trial in which Judge 
Weinstein served as the finder of fact would be a judgment in 
favor of the City based on Judge Weinstein's earlier written 
decisions in the case and the fact that he had concluded that each 
and every firearm manufacturer and distributor defendant in the 
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NAACP v. A.A. Arms Inc. case was responsible for creating a 
public nuisance in the City of New York, even though an 
advisory jury had found that the majority of them had not and had 
been unable to reach a verdict as to the remaining defendants. 
Although Judge Weinstein entered an injunction against 
Adventure Outdoors, appointing a special master to monitor its 
sales, he stayed the entry of the injunction pending the 
completion of Adventure Outdoors' appeal to the Second Circuit, 
which was filed on March 30.  

ATF 
* NOTICE TO ALL FFLs REGARDING ATF FORM 3310.4 

MULTIPLE SALE FORMS AVAILABILITY . . . Most of 
ATF's forms are available in a PDF fillable format on the ATF 
Website. The Multiple Sale form is one of those. Licensees may 
download this form via 
http://www.atf.gov/forms/pdfs/f33104.pdf. Other forms are 
available via download from 
http://www.atf.gov/forms/3000.htm. Licensees are 
encouraged to use these electronic forms whenever possible; 
however, please ensure that when a new edition of the form is 
issued to download the newest version. If you need to contact the 
ATF Distribution Center, note that the phone number and mailing 
address has changed since this form was updated. The new phone 
number is 301-583-4696. 
 

NSSF Bullet Points -- 04-20-2009 

Ammo Makers Shed Light on 

Shortage 
 The National Shooting Sports Foundation has received 
numerous calls regarding shortages of ammunition. Many of 
these callers have expressed concern that the supply of 
ammunition is not able to keep up with the current demand. In 
order to provide the best information possible on the issue of 
ammunition availability, NSSF interviewed ammunition 
manufacturers across the United States. Here's what has been 
learned. 

Ranges 
* $250,000 IN GRANTS AVAILABLE FOR SHOOTING 

RANGES . . . A total of $250,000 in grant money is available for 
shooting ranges through NSSF's Shooting Range Grant Program. 
The program is aimed at helping public and private ranges 
jumpstart recruitment and retention efforts. "The best way to 
increase participation is to enhance and promote shooting 
opportunities at the local level," said Melissa Schilling, NSSF 
recruitment and retention manager. "We're looking for unique 
proposals that move the needle on recruiting new shooters, 
attracting lapsed shooters back to the range and increasing 
opportunities for active shooters." The projects will serve as pilot 
programs, which, if successful, can be used by other facilities 
across the country. Ranges: Learn more about the program at 
rangeinfo.org/grants.  

Politics 
 * OBAMA SEEKS TO RATIFY ARMS TREATY . . . 
President Obama has promised to push the U.S. Senate into 
ratifying an Organization of American States arms treaty. As the 

trade association for the firearms, ammunition, hunting and 
shooting sports industry, NSSF is dedicated to protecting the 
lawful commerce of firearms and ammunition and will continue 
to monitor and comment on all actions involving likely Senate 
action to ratify CIFTA -- the Inter-American Convention against 
the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, 
Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials. 

* NEW YORK SENATORS ENDORSE ADDITIONAL 

GUN-CONTROL MEASURES . . . U.S. Senators Charles 
Schumer (D-N.Y.) and Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) have 
renewed their support for repealing the Tiahrt Amendment -- 
legislation that restricts firearms tracing data from the public so 
as to protect the lives of law enforcement officers and the 
integrity of undercover operations. The New York duo also 
called on President Obama to store firearm purchasing records of 
law-abiding citizens (gun owners who have already passed the 
required FBI background check) for up to 90 days. Currently, 
such records of law-abiding gun owners must be destroyed within 
24 hours. Law enforcement already has the ability to trace all 
firearms sales to the first retail purchaser, and retailers are 
required to keep records of all retail sales for 20 years. This 
required Federal Form 4473 indicates that the purchaser 
successfully passed the required FBI records check. The purpose 
of the instant background check is to verify that this first 
purchaser is legally qualified to buy the firearm and to then allow 
the retailer to make the sale. This proposal to store background 
check records does nothing to assist law enforcement, since the 
records already exist in a readily traceable form at the retailer 
level -- and would create a federal registry of firearms purchasers, 
which Congress has specifically forbidden. 

Hunting 
SURVEY SHOWS DISPLEASURE WITH 

CALIFORNIA BULLET BAN . . . Only one in seven big-game 
and varmint hunters is satisfied with the non-lead bullet 
requirement for hunting in California's designated condor range, 
according to a survey developed by a member of the Monterey 
County Fish and Game Advisory Committee and distributed to 
sporting goods stores throughout the county. Of the 76 
respondents, one hunter said that he was so angry with the 
regulation, he did not hunt, or even buy a license or game tags, 
and 46 others expressed unhappiness with the non-lead 
ammunition, citing expense and other factors. Read more on this 
survey and learn more from NSSF on this lead-ammo prohibition. 
 

SAF --NEWS RELEASES 
 

SAF HAILS NINTH CIRCUIT RULING 

IN GLOCK LAWSUIT 
May 12, 2009 -- BELLEVUE, WA – Monday’s ruling by the 

U.S. Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals that dismisses a lawsuit 
against Glock by the victims of a deranged gunman in Grenada 
Hills, CA was a proper decision under existing statute, the 
Second Amendment Foundation said today. 

In a 2-1 decision, a three- judge panel upheld a lower court’s 
ruling that the case, Ileto v. Glock, was nullified under the 2005 
Protection of Lawful Commerce in Arms Act (PLCAA). That 
federal statute was passed to prevent junk lawsuits against gun 
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makers, and this specific case was cited during Congressional 
debate as precisely the kind of lawsuit the law would prohibit. 

“We are delighted that the Ninth Circuit panel not only 
affirmed the lower court ruling,” said SAF founder Alan Gottlieb, 
“but also that the court upheld the constitutionality of the federal 
law prohibiting this kind of lawsuit. While we sympathize with 
the victims, it would be an egregious miscarriage of justice to 
hold gun manufacturers responsible for the acts of criminals over 
whom they have no control.” 

In August 1999, a deranged man named Buford Furrow 
opened fire at a Jewish Community Center summer camp in 
Granada Hills. The Glock pistol he used had once been owned by 
a police department in Washington State, but had been sold as 
surplus and passed through several hands before Furrow got it. 
Furrow wounded three children, a teenager and adult at the 
Jewish Center and later murdered a postal carrier, Joseph Ileto. 
Families of the victims, and Ileto’s widow, sued Glock and others 
in 2001, claiming that gun companies “intentionally produce, 
market, distribute, and sell more firearms than the legitimate 
market demands.” 

Judge Susan Graber wrote the majority opinion, stating that 
“The PLCAA affects future and pending lawsuits, and courts are 
required to ‘immediately dismiss’ any pending lawsuits 
preempted by the PLCAA.” 

“Holding gunmakers responsible for crime is a false 
panacea,” Gottlieb said. “Congress saw this when it passed the 
PLCAA, and now the court has affirmed that logic.” 
 

SAF, CALGUNS CHALLENGE 

ARBITRARY DENIAL OF RIGHT TO 

BEAR ARMS IN CALIFORNIA 
May 5, 2009 -- BELLEVUE, WA and REDWOOD CITY, 

CA – The Second Amendment Foundation, The Calguns 
Foundation and three California residents today filed a lawsuit 
seeking to vindicate the right to bear arms against arbitrary state 
infringement.  

Nearly all states allow qualified law-abiding citizens to carry 
guns for self-defense, but a few states allow local officials to 
arbitrarily decide who may exercise this core Second Amendment 
right. In the action filed today, Plaintiffs challenge the policies of 
two California Sheriffs, in Sacramento and Yolo counties, who 
reject the basic human right of self defense by refusing to issue 
ordinary people gun carry permits. Of course, violent criminals in 
the impacted counties continue to carry guns without police 
permission. 

State scientist Deanna Sykes believes her sexual orientation 
and small stature makes her an appealing target for criminals, 
particularly as she often transports firearms as a competitive 
shooter and firearms instructor.  

“I am highly qualified to defend myself against the sort of 
crime that the Sheriff cannot, despite his best efforts, completely 
eradicate,” Sykes said. “Violent crime is a real risk in our society, 
but happily, we enjoy the right to defend ourselves from it.” 

Andrew Witham has over 15 years experience as a police 
officer in Britain, and is licensed to carry a firearm while working 
as a private investigator and campus public safety officer. But 
despite having been the target of death threats stemming from his 

work in security, Sheriff John McGinness saw to it that Witham’s 
license to carry a gun while away from work was revoked upon 
Witham’s relocation to Sacramento.  
“I’m allowed to defend other people,” said Witham, “so why 
can’t I defend myself, where the Bill of Rights guarantees me that 
right?”  

Adam Richards, a Northern California attorney, would also 
exercise his right to bear arms in self- defense. But the Yolo 
County Sheriff’s policy on gun permit applications is: don’t 
bother. “How can the Sheriff tell whether I am capable of 
responsibly exercising my Second Amendment rights, when he 
doesn’t even acknowledge that these rights exist?” 

Attorney Alan Gura, representing the plaintiffs in this case, 
said, “It’s a shame that these Sheriffs don’t think that self-defense 
is a ‘good cause’ to exercise the right to bear arms, but we’re 
confident the Second Amendment reflects a better policy.”  

Added co-counsel Donald Kilmer, “The California carry 
licensing system is being abused by some officials who are 
hostile to self-defense rights. The police can regulate the carrying 
of guns, and that includes preventing dangerous people from 
being armed. Complete deprivation of the right to bear arms, 
however, is not an option under our Constitution.” 

“The Supreme Court’s decision last year in the Heller case 
shows that there is both a right to keep arms and a right to bear 
arms,” said SAF founder Alan Gottlieb. “In most states, 
authorities do not deny a license to carry an operable firearm to 
any law-abiding applicant that completes training and a 
background check. This is also the practice throughout much of 
California. These two Sheriffs must respect the constitutional 
rights of their citizens to bear arms.” 

 “California is often a leader in so many ways, but our state 
lags badly in streamlining its firearms laws,” said Gene Hoffman, 
Chairman of The Calguns Foundation. “We need 21st century 
gun laws that respect our Constitutional rights, and adopt 
modern, widely accepted practices that work well throughout the 
United States. Hopefully this action will serve as a wake-up call 
to our legislators, and to those officials who stubbornly resist 
accommodating Second Amendment rights. If they don’t reform, 
reform will come through litigation.” 

The Second Amendment Foundation (www.saf.org) is the 
nation’s oldest and largest tax-exempt education, research, 
publishing and legal action group focusing on the Constitutional 
right and heritage to privately own and possess firearms. Founded 
in 1974, The Foundation has grown to more than 650,000 
members and supporters and conducts many programs designed 
to better inform the public about the consequences of gun control. 

The Calguns Foundation (www.calgunsfoundation.org) is a 
non-profit legal defense fund for California gun owners. The 
Calguns foundation works to educate government and the public 
and protect the rights of individuals to own and lawfully use 
firearms in California. 
 

SAF, CALGUNS FOUNDATION 

CHALLENGES CALIFORNIA 

HANDGUN BAN SCHEME 
April 30, 2009 -- BELLEVUE, WA and REDWOOD CITY, 

CA – The Second Amendment Foundation, The Calguns 
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Foundation and four California residents today filed a lawsuit 
challenging a California state law and regulatory scheme that 
arbitrarily bans handguns based on a roster of “certified” 
handguns approved by the State. This case parallels a similar case 
filed in Washington, DC, Hanson v. District of Columbia. 

California uses this list despite a ruling by the U.S. Supreme 
Court last summer that protects handguns that ordinary people 
traditionally use for self-defense, and a recent ruling by the Ninth 
Circuit Court of Appeals that the Second Amendment applies to 
state and local governments. The California scheme will 
eventually ban the purchase of almost all new handguns.  

Attorney Alan Gura, representing the plaintiffs in this case, 
noted that California “tells Ivan Peña that his rights have an 
expiration date based on payment of a government fee. 
Americans are not limited to a government list of approved 
books, or approved religions,” he said. “A handgun protected by 
the Second Amendment does not need to appear on any 
government-approved list and cannot be banned because a 
manufacturer does not pay a special annual fee.” 
  “The Para Ordnance P-13 was once approved for sale in 
California,” Peña noted, “but now that a manufacturer didn’t pay 
a yearly fee, California claims the gun I want to own has 
somehow become ‘unsafe’.” 

 “The Glock-21 is the handgun I would choose for home 
defense, but California has decided the version I need is 
unacceptable. I was born without a right arm below my elbow 
and therefore the new ambidextrous version of the Glock-21 is 
the safest one for me. The identical model designed for right hand 
use is available in California, but I can’t use it,” said plaintiff Roy 
Vargas. 

Added SAF founder Alan Gottlieb, “The Supreme Court’s 
decision is crystal clear: Handguns that are used by people for 
self-defense and other lawful purposes cannot be banned, whether 
the State likes it or not. California needs to accept the Second 
Amendment reality.”  

Co-counsel Jason Davis remarked, “The California Handgun 
Roster has always been about making the possession of handguns 
for self defense more difficult by imposing arbitrary and 
unconstitutional restrictions that limit choice and increase the 
cost of exercising a fundamental right.” 

Joining plaintiffs Peña and Vargas are Doña Croston and 
Brett Thomas. Doña Croston’s handgun would be allowed if it 
were black, green, or brown, but her bi-tone version is 
supposedly ‘unsafe’ merely based on color. “I didn’t realize that 
my constitutional rights depended on color. What is it about two 
colors that makes the gun I want to purchase ‘unsafe’?” 

Brett Thomas seeks to own the same model of handgun that 
the Supreme Court ordered District of Columbia officials to 
register for Dick Heller. However, that particular model is no 
longer manufactured, and its maker is no longer available to 
process the handgun’s certification through the bureaucracy.  

 “There is only one model of handgun that the Supreme Court 
has explicitly ruled is protected by the Second Amendment and 
yet California will not allow me to purchase that gun,” said Mr. 
Thomas.  
 “The so-called ‘safe’ gun list is just another gun-grabbing 
gimmick,” said co-counsel Donald Kilmer. “California can’t get 
around the Second Amendment, as incorporated, by declaring 

most normal guns ‘unsafe,’ and gradually shrinking the number 
of so-called ‘safe’ guns to zero.” 
 
Gun Owners of America  NEWS RELEASES: 
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GOA Helps Push Pro-gun Coburn Amendment 

Over the Hump -- And Montana becomes a model 

state 
Wednesday, May 13, 2009 

Gun owners won a long-fought victory in the U.S. Senate 
yesterday with the passage of an amendment to repeal the gun 
ban on National Park Service (NPS) and National Wildlife 
Refuge System land. 

GOA was the driving force behind this amendment and 
lobbied Senators hard prior to the vote to get the provision 
passed.  The amendment, offered by Senator Tom Coburn (R-
OK), passed overwhelmingly by a vote of 67-29.  People can see 
how their Senators voted on the Coburn amendment by going to: 
http://capwiz.com/gunowners/issues/votes/?votenum=188
&chamber=S&congress=1111 

NPS and Wildlife Refuge land is treated differently with 
regard to gun rights than other federally controlled land. For 
instance, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) allows state 
and local laws to govern firearms possession. However, carrying 
firearms on NPS land and Wildlife Refuges is prohibited, even if 
the state in which the land is located allows carrying firearms. 
The only way to legally possess a firearm anywhere on National 
Park land is by having it unloaded and inaccessible, such as 
locked up in your trunk. 

This has created a patchwork of conflicting regulations. For 
instance, a Virginia resident who is licensed to carry a concealed 
firearm can legally carry on the Commonwealth's roadways, but it 
is illegal to carry on the George Washington Memorial Parkway, 
a major thoroughfare in Virginia under the jurisdiction of the 
NPS. 
In the waning days of his administration, President Bush partially 
reversed the ban, but even that half-way measure has been single-
handedly negated by an activist judge in Washington, D.C. The 
Department of Interior has decided not to appeal that ruling, thus 
leaving the gun ban in place. 

The Coburn amendment will treat NPS land and Wildlife 
Refuges in the same manner as BLM land. The amendment 
will in no way change or override state, local or federal law, 
but will simply allow those laws -- enacted by legislation, not 
bureaucrats or judges -- to govern firearms possession. 
The amendment was attached to a bill, H.R. 627, regulating 

the credit card industry. The House passed its own version of the 
bill on April 30 by a vote of 357-70, and the Senate is expected 
to follow suit this week. 

The House bill does not contain the Coburn language, and is 
substantially different in other respects. Therefore, a House and 
Senate conference committee will have to iron out the differences 
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between the two bills. President Obama said he wants to sign a 
bill before Memorial Day. 

GOA will alert you once the conferees are appointed, as we 
need to put the heat on the conference committee to keep the 
Coburn amendment in the final bill. 
Please stay tuned for further updates. 

 
States Beginning to Resist Federal Intrusion 

The epicenter of the earthquake you may have felt last month 
originated in Helena, Montana. 
That's where Governor Brian Schweitzer signed the Montana 
Firearms Freedom Act into law.  This act basically states that if 
you build a gun in Montana -- and the firearm stays in the state -- 
it is exempt from federal gun control laws. 

Several states have passed so-called Tenth Amendment 
resolutions in recent years to protest the usurpation of power that 
the federal government has engaged in.  However, most of these 
resolutions have no teeth. 

What Montana has done is to actually interpose itself so as to 
protect its citizens from the unconstitutional mandates that have 
been passed at the federal level. 

Gary Marbut, a former GOA Board Member and the current 
head of the Montana Shooting Sports Association, is the 
intellectual author of this legislation.  He says that almost a dozen 
states are considering -- or have already introduced -- similar 
bills.  Marbut is expected to talk about the new law on Fox's 
Glenn Beck show this Friday (5 pm EST). 

This effort is not the first act of interposition on Montana's 
part. 

This is the state that has effectively, by law, decreed that 
every law-abiding citizen within the state is authorized to carry a 
firearm within a school zone; the state that nullified the federal 
requirements of REAL-ID (read: National ID card); and which 
had even threatened to leave the union if the Supreme Court ruled 
against Second Amendment rights in the Heller case. 

Thank God for the state of Montana. 
 
Tom Ridge Drops Out as Pressure Against his Candidacy 

Intensifies! -- Plus, gun owners gain ground in opposition to 

Health Care Gun Ban 

Friday, May 8, 2009 

Earlier this week, GOA alerted email activists that certain 
prominent Republicans were pushing former Department of 
Homeland Security Director Tom Ridge to run against pro-
gunner Pat Toomey in a Pennsylvania primary. 

GOA members flooded the Republican National Committee 
(RNC) office with phone calls and emails, highlighting a few of 
Tom Ridge's anti-gun actions: 
 
* As a Congressman, he provided the pivotal vote to pass the 
Clinton semi-auto ban. 
* As Governor, he signed into law the infamous Act 17, which 
registered and taxed long gun buyers and placed other restrictions 
on Keystone State gun owners. 
* As the first director of DHS, Ridge opposed arming 
commercial airline pilots in defense of terrorism. 
 

In contrast, former Rep. Pat Toomey stood 100% for the 
rights of gun owners. 

GOA also sent a letter to every RNC official nationwide, 
assuring them that gun owners and sportsmen would not accept 
an anti-gun candidate like Tom Ridge. 

Well, good news! Tom Ridge "decided," with the help of 
activism like yours, to stay out of the 2010 Pennsylvania Senate 
race.  He withdrew his name yesterday. 

That means Pat Toomey, who has been endorsed by Gun 
Owners of America Political Victory Fund, could face 
Republican-turned-Democrat Arlen Specter next November. 

Specter, you may recall, provided crucial support to confirm 
gun-hating Attorney General Eric Holder; was one of two 
Republicans to vote against arming commercial airline pilots; and 
singlehandedly passed the so-called economic "stimulus" bill, 
which contained several provisions of grave concern to gun 
owners. 
 
Update on Health Care Gun Ban 

Two weeks ago, GOA asked you to urge your Representative 
and Senators to vote against the budget resolution conference 
report.  The vote was a key battle in the larger war over whether 
to create a national health database which would allow BATF to 
troll your medical records for information about whether your 
mental state subjects you to a gun ban. 
 

Well, it looks like we took a couple of small steps forward, 
even though the resolution passed the House and the Senate.  The 
Senate only passed the resolution by a 53-43 vote, which means 
that despite the pleas of the Obama administration -- thanks to 
your efforts -- all Republicans, plus Specter, Bayh, Nelson of 
Nebraska, and Byrd voted against the conference report. 
 

This means that, with all senators present, we are only about a 
half dozen votes away from defeating the vast, hugely 
controversial health package when it comes up for a final vote in 
September or October.  And, when the package is unveiled later 
this summer, we will have a good shot at picking up the 
additional votes we need, based on its controversial details. 
**************************** 
Got Form Letters? 

Recently, several legislators such as Sen. Jim Webb of 
Virginia have been sending activists interesting form letters 
whenever those activists contact them via GOA's Legislative 
Action Center.  Essentially, the form letters state that a detailed 
reply will not be forthcoming because the e-mail was generated 
through an "outside third party website," or include similar 
sentiments. This has some GOA supporters understandably 
concerned that they are being ignored. 
 

Rest assured, our contacts on Capitol Hill report that GOA-
generated e-mail IS being received and the contents noted by 
staff of the offices in question.  If the legislators choose to 
respond with a nothing-burger form letter, fine.  They know they 
have to pay attention to gun owner concerns when the votes are 
taken.  So please do not be discouraged if you receive a less-than-
forthcoming response.  Your views are being heard. 
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NEWS BRIEFS 
Teen robber killed at AA center 
From the "Be careful what you ask for, you may get it" file 

comes the story of would-be teenage robber Kayson Helms, who 
will not be celebrating his 19th birthday. 

Helms, of Columbia, SC, strolled into the downtown 
Alcoholics Anonymous center, according to The State 
newspaper, pulled a .25- caliber pistol and demanded, "Gimme 
what you got" to several visitors, in the room. One person 
dropped a wallet on the floor, but another visitor came up 
blasting with his own legally-carried handgun. 

Hit in the abdomen, chest and neck, Helms dropped to the 
floor and was carted off to a nearby hospital, where he died. 

The Apr. 11 caper was the second time in recent weeks that 
an armed citizen has fatally shot an attacker, the newspaper 
noted. In early March, a pizza delivery man identified as 
Christopher Miller killed another teen, Paul Andrew Sturgill, 17, 
who apparently had called in a bogus pizza order in a plan to rob 
whoever showed up with the pie. Sturgill and three accomplices 
were waiting to pull the stickup, but Miller had other plans and 
Sturgill's criminal career was short-lived. The New GUN WEEK, May 

15, 2009 
 

Yogurt bomb blasts defense 
From the "You ain't gonna believe this" file comes the story 

of James Monroe Thorne, 66, who will spend the rest of his life 
behind bars in a Washington state prison for having robbed a 
check-cashing business with a bag containing strawberry yogurt. 

According to The Everett Herald, Thorne told the cashier that 
what he had in the bag was a bomb, and under Washington 
statute, that's a felony. It didn't help Thorne's case that he made 
off with approximately $2,000. 

The newspaper reported that Thorne has a "long history of 
mental health problems." It appears he will have ample time to 
sort those problems out in a jail cell. His defense attorney argued 
that Thorne is "not some kind of a criminal mastermind who 
should go to prison for the rest of his life." 

Thorne has been convicted of first-degree robbery in 1988 
and second-degree robbery in 1980. In 1994, he strolled into 
Everett's Stevens Hospital with a BB gun and robbed the gift 
shop there. Apparently, that proves he's not a "criminal 
mastermind." The New GUN WEEK, May 15, 2009 

 

Two die in sword fight 
A family argument with overtones of a previous age turned 

fatal in Indiana last month. 
Police in Indianapolis, IN, say a 69-year-old man is the 

second person to die of injuries suffered in a sword fight with a 
younger relative, according to Associated Press. 

Authorities say Adolf Stegbauer died Apr. 13, four days after 
an argument escalated into the fight with 39-year-old Christopher 
Rondeau. 

Police said Stegbauer's death had been ruled a homicide. 
Stegbauer's 77-year-old sister-in-law, Franziska, was fatally 
stabbed while trying to break up the fight. 

Rondeau, who is her grandson, also was wounded. 

Rondeau was being held on preliminary charges of attempted 
murder and police Lt. Dawn Snyder said amended charges were 
being prepared. 

Investigators said one of the weapons was a World War II-era 
Japanese sword. The New GUN WEEK, May 15, 2009 

 

Sword-point robbery whiffs 
Swords may also have a role in armed robberies, or make 

that, attempted armed robberies. 
Police said a man dressed liked a ninja used a sword in an 

attempt to rob a Weymouth, MA, dry cleaner, reported 
Associated Press. 

According to police, a convenience store clerk called police 
Apr. 20 after she noticed a man walking into the store wearing a 
ski mask and a sword in a sheath on his belt. Police said that 
when the man noticed her, he pulled his mask off and asked 
whether she was calling about him. 

When she said she was, the man left the store and walked into 
nearby Galaxy Cleaners. There, he pointed a sword at the register 
and asked a clerk to give him all of the money, police said. He 
left after she told him she couldn't open the drawer. Police are 
still searching for the man. The New GUN WEEK, May 15, 2009 

 

Kerry pitches for AK import ban 
During a recent Senate hearing, committee Chairman Sen. 

John Kerry (D-MA) called for a ban on the import of so-called 
assault rifles, such as the AK-47, into the United States. 

At the same hearing, Sens. John Barrasso (R-WY) and Sen. 
Roger Wicker (R-MS) opposed the idea. The New GUN WEEK, May 1, 

2009 
 

PETA under fire for killing 95% of adoptable 

pets 
The animal rights organization People for the Ethical 

Treatment of Animals (PETA) is under fire for not treating 
animals under its care in an ethical manner, allegedly killing 95% 
of the adoptable animals it takes in at its headquarters in Norfolk, 
VA. 

According to the Center for Consumer Freedom (CCF), an 
average of 5.8 animals are put to death every day at the Norfolk 
facility. CCF alleged that PETA killed 2,124 pets in 2008 and 
only placed seven animals in "adoptive homes." 

"Since 1998," CCF said in a press release, "a total of 21,339 
dogs and cats died at the hands of PETA workers." 

CCF is a nonprofit coalition supported by food companies, 
restaurants and consumers, based in Washington, DC. It 
publicizes what it says are PETA's ties to violent activists. 

PETA employees got in trouble a few years ago for allegedly 
dumping the carcasses of euthanized animals in a dumpster. 

CCF based its allegations on public records from the Virginia 
Department of Ariculture and Consumer Services. 

David Martosko, CCF research director, accused PETA of 
operating a "hypocritical killing machine." 

"What about the rights of the thousands of dogs, cats, puppies 
and kittens that die in PETA's headquarters building," he 
questioned. "Since killing pets is A-OK with PETA, why should 
anyone listen to their demands about eating meat, using lab rats 
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for medical research, or taking children to the circus?" The New 

GUN WEEK, May 1, 2009 
 

Cops ID heroic armed citizen in Miami shootout 
The armed private citizen who stopped a gun-toting robber at 

a Miami, FL, Burger King on Mar. 24 was identified by 
authorities as 45-year-old John Landers. 

His actions were even lauded by some police officials who 
suggested that he may have prevented other people at the fast 
food establishment from harm when he fatally shot 18-year-old 
Johnny Jean-Baptiste. 

The 4 p.m. robbery unfolded when Jean-Baptiste, wearing a 
ski mask, entered the Burger King, drew a gun and demanded 
money. According to The Miami Herald, the thug was armed 
with a Bryco .380 ACP pistol. 

But Landers happened to be in the restaurant, and he was 
carrying a 9mm Glock pistol, the newspaper said. He confronted 
the robber, ordered him to put down the pistol, but Jean-Baptiste 
instead opened fire. Landers returned fire, fatally wounding the 
teenage gunman, but not before taking rounds in the chest, 
shoulder and arm. The New GUN WEEK, May 1, 2009 

 

Furor over Illinois gun bill targeting section of 

Chicago 
An amendment to an Illinois gun bill that would raise the 

penalty for possession of a so-called "assault weapon" or a .50-
caliber rifle in a specific South Side Chicago neighborhood has 
raised 

eyebrows in the Prairie State because the neighborhood is 
predominantly African-American and Hispanic. 

The amendment, sponsored by state Rep. Andre Thapedi (D-
32nd District), was added to House Bill 1966. It singles out six 
specific zip code areas of the Edgewood neighborhood in 
Chicago where possession of the described firearms would be a 
felony. Thapedi's legislative district runs through all six zip code 
areas. Thapedi is black. 

Richard Pearson, executive director of the Illinois State Rifle 
Association, told Gun Week that "It's hard to believe that Rep. 
Thapedi would be attacking members of his own ethnic 
community and trying to take their rights away from them." 

The six zip codes specifically targeted by Thapedi's 
legislation are 60619, 

60620, 60621, 60629, 60636 and 60637, the neighborhood 
bordered on the north by Garfield and on the south by 95th 
Street, on the west by Cicero and on the east by Stony Island and 
Lake Michigan. 

 

Knife killers get less notice; British gun laws no 

example 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 
Killers who use knives get less notice than those who use 

firearms, even when their crimes are particularly grisly. 
For example, how long did the press report about the brutal 

January slaying on the campus of Virginia Tech that left Yang 
Xin, a 22-year-old Beijing graduate student, not merely dead, but 
beheaded on the floor of a campus café? Xin was decapitated 
allegedly by another Chi nese student, Zhu Haiyang. In March, 

38-year-old Donnie Terrell Moore was stabbed to death in 
Wildwood, NJ. 

That same month, West Chester, OH, resident Jane Rauh, 75, 
was found murdered. She had been stabbed in the neck. Her 
daughter, Kimberly Meyer, 48, was found dead on Rauh's lawn, 
and it was not clear whether this was a murder-suicide or a 
double murder. 

In Great Britain, where gun crime has not been erased by the 
handgun ban and strict gun ownership laws, people are still being 
shot to death, and more people are being fatally stabbed. In July 
of last year, The Guardian newspaper reported that "The scourge 
of knife crime gripping Britain has reached new depths with six 
murders across the country in less than 24 hours." 

One year ago, teen actor Robert Knox, who appeared in 
"Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince," was stabbed to death 
when he tried to defend his brother. At the time, he was the tenth 
fatal stabbing victim in London, and the 28th teen killed in the 
country at that time in 2008. 

A horrific stabbing in a bus on the plains of Manitoba, 
Canada, last year left the victim decapitated and the killer, 
identified as Vince Weiguang Li of Edmonton, Alberta, in police 
custody. Still, the crime did not get much attention from the press 
in the United States. 

These and many other examples of "knife crimes" that have 
gotten scant attention from a press that seems preoccupied with 
reporting—sometimes erroneously and frequently with sensa-
tional rhetoric—every crime involving the criminal use of a 
firearm. 

The horrible shootings in Binghamton, 
NY, and Pittsburg, PA, on the same weekend that a Graham, 

WA, man murdered his five children and then committed suicide 
because his wife was sleeping with another man added fuel to this 
fire. Those crimes followed a string of multiple homicides in 
March that have renewed calls for stricter gun control laws, from 
bans on so-called assault weapons to additional restrictions on 
gun shows. 

March was a deadly month. It started with a shooting spree in 
southern Alabama that left 10 people dead. That was followed 12 
days later by a shooting spree in Oakland, CA, involving a 
convicted felon who fatally shot four Oakland police officers 
before he died in a hail of police gunfire 

Seven days later, in Santa Clara, CA, a man identified as 
Devan Kalathat, 42, murdered his two children and three relatives 
during a housewarming party in what the Associated Press called 
an "upscale neighborhood." Police could not figure out a motive. 

On the same day on the other side of the country, a man 
identified as Robert Stewart, 45, walked into a nursing home in 
Carthage, NC, and opened fire, killing seven residents and a 
nurse, while apparently looking for his estranged wife. The New 

GUN WEEK, May 1, 2009 
 

Poaching troopers sentenced 
From the "Only Cops Should Have Deer Tags" file comes the 

story out of Michigan where two state troopers were fined and 
temporarily jailed for poaching a deer on the job, and fibbing 
about it. 

According to the Associated Press and Cheboygan Daily 
Tribune, troopers Jeff Hadley and Don Bolen were still em-
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ployed, but limited in their duties, and will eventually be - 
transferred from Cheboygan. That suggests neither will lose their 
job, though an internal investigation was still in progress, the 
newspaper said. 

Hadley was sentenced to four days in jail and Bolen drew two 
days in jail in connection with the case. Hadley shot a deer last 
November while on duty. He cooked up a story about a road kill 
and subsequently giving the carcass to a needy family in order to 
explain all the blood in his patrol cruiser. 

Bolen was held to be less culpable in the crime, but he still 
didn't get off. 

In addition to the jail time, the troopers will split more than 
$6,600 in Department of Natural Resources costs for the investi-
gation, and another $3,105 in court costs. They lost the guns used 
in the crime, and lost their hunting privileges until 2013. The New 

GUN WEEK, May 1, 2009 
 

Demings mirrors Kerlikowske 
Orlando, FL, Police Chief Val Demings recently reported the 

theft of her pistol, spare ammunition, handcuffs and a collapsible 
nightstick, according to The Orlando Sentinel. 

It is the same kind of embarrassing theft that plagued anti-gun 
Seattle, WA, Police Chief Gil Kerlikowske, who is President 
Barack Obama's new drug czar. Where Kerlikowske had 
occasionally lobbied for tougher gun laws in the Evergreen State 
prior to the theft, he remained essentially silent on the issue 
afterwards. 

While Demings reported the gun missing nine hours after it 
disappeared on the night of Feb. 27, The Sentinel noted that this 
loss was not made public for almost a month. The gun is a Sig 
Sauei P226 pistol chambered in 9mm It was taken along with 
three magazines. 

Demings reportedly left the gun in her car, in her driveway, 
because she had guests with young children who were visiting 
that weekend. 

Demings is married to Orange County Sheriff Jerry Demings. 
The New GUN WEEK, May 1, 2009 

 

Posthumous 'Darwin Award' 
A Tacoma, WA, woman is a serious contender, if not a sure 

winner, for a 2009 Darwin Award for shooting herself in the head 
while playing with a handgun. 

According to The Tacoma News Tribune, the unidentified 28- 
year-old woman was at home on the night of Mar. 30, and 
intoxicated. Family members told Tacoma police that she started 
playing with the handgun, and held it up to her head once and 
pressed the trigger. 

Apparently, there was no cartridge in the chamber, but our 
heroine was determined, so she chambered a round, held the 
pistol once again up to her head and this time it worked. Cops 
reportedly were investigating the death as an accident. 

Now here's one for the raised eyebrow crowd: The newspaper 
duly reported that the Pierce County Medical Examiner would 
"conduct an autopsy on the woman...and determine the manner of 
death." 

Gun Week would observe that this ranks right up there with 
studying rain in Seattle to see if it is responsible for wet lawns. 
The New GUN WEEK, May 1, 2009 

 

Mugger sues granny 
From the "Inmates running the asylum" file comes the story of 

59-year-old Margaret Johnson of New York, who plugged—but 
didn't kill—a man identified as Deron Johnson in September 
2006 only to find herself being sued by the guy in March 2009. 

The two Johnson's are obviously not related, but Margaret is 
related to Harlem underworld legend Ellsworth "Bumpy" 
Johnson. She's his granddaughter, and when she learned that she 
was being sued for millions of dollars, she told The New York 
Post, "I didn't think you had to pay to get mugged in New York 
City." 

Margaret Johnson is a retired bus driver with a ruptured disc 
and dislocated hip, which explains her motorized wheelchair. In 
2006, while she was sitting in the wheelchair on a street corner, 
the other Johnson allegedly tried to snatch her purse and a gold 
chain 

Evidently Margaret had other plans and was not about to be 
robbed, according to her account, so she hauled out a licensed 
.357 Magnum revolver and put a bullet into Deron's left elbow. 
He was still hurting when New York's finest showed up a few 
minutes later and put the cuffs on him. 

Turns out that Deron Johnson is not exactly a model citizen, 
having been arrested nine times before the incident involving 
Margaret, The Post story said. 

Deron was acquitted of trying to mug Margaret, claiming 
instead that he kicked her Shih Tzu after being attacked by the 
dog. That was, he argued, when Margaret pulled her gat and 
capped off the round that hit Deron in the elbow. So, now he has 
taken Margaret to court. The New GUN WEEK, May 1, 2009 
 

ND governor signs carry in parks bill 
North Dakota Gov. John Hoeven (R) on Apr. 9 signed North 

Dakota's State Park Carry legislation, HB-1389, sponsored by 
state Rep. Karen Karls (R-35the Dist.). The new law will now 
allow concealed carry permit holders to carry a firearm in state 
parks. 

North Dakota law had previously prohibited permit holders 
from carrying in state parks. The New GUN WEEK, May 1, 2009 

 

Harrisburg, PA, weighs gun law 
While some Susquehanna Valley, PA, city councils are 

holding off on controversial gun legislation, Harrisburg is moving 
forward, according to WGAL. 

The law would require gunowners to report their gun lost or 
stolen within 24 hours of discovering that it's missing. The New 

GUN WEEK, May 1, 2009 
 

One Senate vote kills ND bill on campus guns 
By a single vote, the North Dakota Senate has defeated a bill 

that would have expanded the rights of some college students to 
have guns in campus apartments. 

The vote on House Bill 1348 was 23-23. In the legislature, a 
bill with a tied vote fails. The New GUN WEEK, May 1, 2009 

 

SD gunowners glad to see end of waiting period 
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South Dakota Gov. Mike Rounds has signed a bill that 
eliminates the state's post-purchase 48-hour waiting period to buy 
a handgun. 

The House passed the bill 67-1 on Mar. 26 which the state 
Senate had passed unanimously in January. 

However, federal law still requires an instant computer check 
of gun buyers. 

Currently, only those with a valid permit to carry a concealed 
weapon in South Dakota are exempt from the waiting period. The 
new law will mean that anyone who wants to buy a handgun and 
passes the federal check can walk out of a licensed dealer's shop 
with the weapon. The New GUN WEEK, May 1, 2009 

 

ID governor signs firearms purchase bill 
On Apr. 8, House Bill 65A was signed by Idaho Gov. C.L. 

"Butch" Otter (R). The bill that enables la abiding Idahoans to 
purchase firearms in non-contiguous states will go into effect on 
July 1. 

The measure will also permit nonresidents to purchase long 
guns in Idaho. As the old law currently stands, residents of Idaho 
can only purchase firearms from immediately surrounding states. 
With the enactment of this bill, a resident of Idaho would now be 
allowed to purchase a firearm in most of the 49 other states. This 
bill affects only rifles and shotguns, as federal law prohibits 
interstate handgun sales. The New GUN WEEK, May 1, 2009 
 

Hindsights: 

Second Amendment in crossfire in 

border battle over guns, drugs 
by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor 

The original "assault weapon" ban enacted in 1994 during the 
Clinton Administration was a hoax. 

Efforts to enact a new and more restrictive ban on sport utility 
firearms for any reason, including the drug and money-fueled 
violence in Mexico and the US, is also a hoax. 

A renewal of the ban on semiautomatic rifles, shotgun and 
pistols, as well as full-capacity magazines, has been a primary 
objective of the antigun lobby in the United States since Barack 
Obama was elected president of the United States. The body 
count in Mexico caused by the violent struggle over drug turf and 
money is just being used as the latest catalyst for reenactment of a 
gun ban. 

Claims by Mexican and US politicians, lobbyists and so many 
in the media that a reenactment of the ban would reduce the flow 
of semi-automatic • firearms to the armies of the Mexican drug 
lords just don't hold water. 

First of all, if highly restrictive gun laws and virtual bans on 
civilian access to and possession of guns really worked, there 
wouldn't be a problem of armed drug cartel soldiers in Mexico. 
But such laws don't work because they affect only the law-
abiding. 

Second, the drug business provides enough money so the 
"narcotrafficantes" can get anything they want from any source, 
not just gun shops in the US. And what they want most—full 
autos, grenades, grenade launchers and other military small 
arms—they can't buy in US shops. 

Here's one example: On Apr. 14, Associated Press reported 
from Mexico City that authorities there had arrested a woman 
guarding an arsenal that included the first anti-aircraft 
machinegun seized in Mexico, when the Mexican army 
announced the capture of an alleged top drug cartel lieutenant. 

The arsenal belonged to a group linked to the powerful 
Beltran-Leyva drug cartel, federal police coordinator Gen. 
Rodolfo Cruz said. It also included ammunition, five rifles, a 
grenade and part of a grenade launcher. 

The US Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives (ATF) has traced many guns seized at scenes of drug 
violence in Mexico to US commercial sources, but no one seems 
to know exactly how many. Associated Press acknowledged that 
determining the source of military-grade weapons such as 
grenades and machineguns is more complicated. The ATF says 
the grenades are mostly smuggled in through Central America, 
and have been traced back to the militaries of many countries, 
from South Korea to Spain and Israel. Some may be leftovers 
from the Central American civil wars. 

Two days after the machinegun find in Mexico City, 
Presidents Barack Obama and Felipe Calderon of Mexico 
concluded a historic meeting covering the drug wars as well as 
cross-border commerce, immigration and global warming with a 
press conference. 

Obama indicated that while he favors reinstating the US ban 
on "assault weapons," the move would face too much political 
opposition to happen soon. He said better enforcement of existing 
laws to prevent arms smuggling would have a more immediate 
effect on keeping US weapons from Mexican cartels. 

"I continue to believe that we can respect and honor the 
Second Amendment rights in our Constitution, the rights of 
sportsmen and hunters and homeowners who want to keep their 
families safe to lawfully bear arms, while dealing with assault 
weapons that, as we know, here in Mexico, are helping to fuel 
extraordinary violence," he said in his news conference with 
Calderon. "Now, having said that, I think none of us are under the 
illusion that reinstating that ban would be easy." 

Calderon claimed drug violence has soared since the US 
"assault weapons" ban expired. 

Obama did repeat the popular claim that more than 90% of 
the guns recovered in Mexico come from the United States. 
Calderon used the 90% figure as well, and said he supported the 
reinstitution of the "assault weapons" ban, but understood the 
political problems in getting Congressional approval at this time. 

But aside from guns, Obama said the US is "ramping up the 
number of law enforcement personnel on our border." He said 
that for the first time, the US is inspecting trains leaving the 
country, not just those entering it. 

Then he promised to push the US Senate to ratify an inter-
American treaty to curb small arms trafficking. 

Obama's announcement on the treaty— formally known as the 
Inter-American Convention Against the Illicit Manufacturing of 
and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives and Other 
Related Materials—marks an additional step. The Clinton 
Administration signed the treaty, better known by its Spanish 
acronym CIFTA, adopted it in 1997. 

The treaty requires countries to take steps to reduce the illegal 
manufacture and trade in guns, ammunition and explosives. It 
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also calls for countries to adopt strict licensing requirements, 
mark firearms when they are made and imported to make them 
easier to trace, and establish a process for sharing information 
between national law enforcement agencies. 

Denis McDonough, director for strategic communications at 
the National Security Council, said the convention is on a list of 
treaties that the Administration has submitted to Congress that it 
considers priorities. 

However, ammunition reloaders are alarmed at a leading 
provision in CIFTA because it could outlaw reloading without a 
government license. 

This could have a significant impact, not only on the millions 
of shooters who reload their own ammunition, but on the industry 
that has grown around reloading. Bullet makers, powder 
manufacturers, companies that build reloading presses and dies, 
and companies including CCI, Federal, Remington and 
Winchester, that produce primers, could all be affected, if the 
treaty is ratified by the USA Senate. 

However, that prospect seems remote right now, according to 
Chris Hodgdon, whose company manufactures or markets much 
of the reloading propellant used by handloaders. 

Meanwhile, the National Rifle Association refuted a claim 
printed in The Washington Post on Apr. 16 that "US gun-rights 
groups participated as observers in drafting the treaty." 

NRA Executive Vice President Wayne LaPierre and Chris 
Cox, head of the NRA's Institute for Legislative Action, said: 
"The NRA monitored the development of this treaty from its 
earliest days, but contrary to news reports today, the NRA did not 
'participate' at the meeting where the treaty was approved." 

Perhaps most alarming to shooters who reload their own 
cartridges and shotshells, the treaty declares in its first section 
that the "manufacture or assembly of firearms, ammunition, 
explosives, and other related materials" is deemed illicit "without 
a license from a competent governmental authority." 

On Apr. 22, CNSNews.com reported that John Leech, the 
man who oversees US efforts to stop the flow of illegal drugs into 
the United States, said the government also plans to stop the flow 
of guns into Mexico—while respecting the Second Amendment. 

Leech, the acting director of the Office of Counternarcotics 
Enforcement for the Department of Homeland Security, testified 
before a Senate subcommittee on Apr. 21.Leech could not, 
however, answer the question posed by the subcommittee 
chairman, Sen. Mark Pryor (D-AR), as to whether the guns 
getting to Mexico were obtained legally or illegally. 

Asked about reports that 90% of guns confiscated in Mexico 
came from the United States, Leech said he is not sure if those 
reports are accurate. 

Accurate or not, the anti-gunners will continue to use those 
figures to justify their agenda. The New GUN WEEK, May 15, 2009 

 

Focus on guns distorts study of mass 

shootings 
by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor 

The blood from a number of mass shootings in the US in 
March and early April had barely dried when the usual anti-gun 
voices were heard calling for more gun control legislation. The 
strident voices of the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence 

and its allies were to be expected, and so was that of New York 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg's Mayors Against Illegal Guns. 

Usually a little quieter but no less anti-gun, the US 
Conference of Mayors joined this chorus demanding more gun 
laws, none of which would have prevented the mass murders that 
took place in North Carolina, New York, Pennsylvania and 
California. 

Curiously, even some traditionally anti-gun media voices 
were less strident than usual, and some even passed up an 
opportunity to trumpet further gun laws. Ted Anthony, writing for 
Associated Press, shifted his focus to the anxiety sweeping the 
nation because of the economic downturn as a causal factor. Gun 
control was hardly discussed in his column. 

Perhaps a new perspective is finally gaining some currency: 
there is much more to this modern mass murder trend than guns 
and their criminal misuse. 

Other factors have certainly been at work since before 
Columbine, but have been largely ignored. 

First, our society has changed considerably since the 1960s, 
which produced the Gun Control Act of 1968. People have 
different attitudes now. The emphasis is on personal gratification, 
a narcissistic fog in which violence against others is acceptable 
because young people shown no respect for laws or their fellow 
citizens. 

When the news media focus on gun crimes, little attention is 
paid to other forms of violence, often linked to alcohol and drugs. 
The use of personal weapons, fists and feet, is much more 
prevalent than many would guess. In fact, there has been 
statistical evident that victims of intentional or accidental murder 
are many times more at risk from feet and fists than from so-
called assault weapons. And fists and feet can be as deadly and 
damaging as any gun. 

I was reminded of this recently when The Buffalo News 
reported on the sentencing of one of two then-college students 
who had beaten and kicked a fellow student in 2007 in an 
alcohol- fueled fight outside a restaurant where all had been 
patrons. 

The victim of this assault with personal weapons is still 
paralyzed from the waist down and confined to a wheel chair. At 
the time of the fight, all three young men were in their early 20s. 
They still are, of course, but the one who was kicked repeatedly 
after he had been knocked to the ground with a punch has been 
sentenced by the incident to live in a wheel chair. 

One of his assailants has now been sentenced to eight years in 
prison. His other assailant is still awaiting trial. But three lives 
have changed forever. 

This is not the only incident in which the natural 
aggressiveness of young people, spurred by alcohol or other 
substances, has led to the permanent incapacitation of a victim, or 
even death. 

In another local incident not so long ago, a bar fight in one of 
a strip of saloons where young people congregate, did not end as 
most observers thought. Hours after the fight was thought to have 
ended, one of the young men was followed to his home in an 
automobile by an earlier opponent who murdered him with an 
illegally possessed handgun on his front steps. 

People who study or debate the recent spate of mass murders 
that have become increasingly common in modern times also 
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should not overlook the influence of the electronic and digital 
media. 

The self-examining letter mailed to News 10 TV in Syracuse, 
NY, by Jiverly Wong on the same day that he massacred 13 
people at a Binghamton immigrant-assistance center before 
killing himself is just one example. 

"I am Jiverly Wong shooting the people," he wrote in a 
deranged attempt to explain his actions. 

With those chilling words, he began a disturbing, unhinged, 
handwritten letter mailed to the TV station—along with Wong's 
driver's license, New York state handgun license and photos of 
him posing with pistols. 

"Of course you need to know why I shooting? Because 
undercover cop gave me a lot of ass during eighteen years," he 
wrote. 

The letter unleashes a slew of bizarre, paranoid accusations 
against police officers whom Wong, 41, believed were 
persecuting him, repeatedly breaking into his room, stealing from 
him, causing him to lose his job and trying to stage a car accident 
with him 32 times. 

"Cop bring about this shooting. Cop must responsible. And 
you have a nice day," the letter ends. 

The letter—whose outlandish claims are unsupported by any 
publicly known facts—suggests Wong was deranged, of course. 

But his letter was not the first attempt by a mass murderer in 
the US or elsewhere to wring more public notice of his violent 
actions and attempts to explain what motivated his actions. 

Another recent example came in early April when a 19-year-
old gunman who wounded three people at a college in Athens, 
Greece, before killing himself, posted a warning of the attack on 
the Internet. Like Wong, the Greek shooter, Dimitris Patmanidis, 
included photos of himself posing with his firearms and a knife 

His Internet posting accused his fellow students of picking on 
him. According to Associated Press, he concluded his pre-murder 
attempt post with the following message: 

"I have no reason to continue living. But, unluckily for you, 
I'm too selfish to leave and let you keep living." 

Thus, in just a few examples, we have evidence that 
egocentric personalities, coupled with natural aggressiveness 
fueled by alcohol and drugs, and a desire for instant notoriety via 
television or various Internet media, may be more causative of 
the mass murder syndrome than the mere presence of guns. 

The addition of a possible economic anxiety factor may also 
contribute to the problem—perhaps in other ways. 

For example, was it some kind of anxiety that played a role in 
the deaths of three Pittsburgh, PA, police officers on Apr. 4, or 
was it just a critical error by the 911, dispatcher? 

When Richard Poplawski's mother called 911 to ask that her 
son be removed from their home in Stanton Heights, she 
acknowledged that he had firearms. But that crucial piece of 
information never was relayed to the three Pittsburgh police 
officers who responded and were fatally shot, according to The 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. 

"It should have gone out," Allegheny County Chief of 
Emergency Services Robert A. Full told the newspaper. 

Full acknowledged that one of his employees made a mistake 
but said it was an anomaly considering the 911 center 
successfully handles almost 1.5 million calls a year. 

Poplawski, 22, is accused of killing Officers Paul J. Sciullo II, 
Stephen J. Mayhle and Eric Kelly and wounding Officer Timothy 
McManaway. Police said he had an AK-47, a rifle and a pistol. 

Full did not identify the 911 call- taker other than to say she 
has been on the job for less than a year, including training. She 
was placed on paid administrative leave and has been offered 
counseling. 

"There is no excuse. It could have been handled better, 
without a doubt," he said. "If there were any kind of indications 
there were weapons; the dispatcher would have put it out." 

"Does he have any weapons or anything?" the call-taker asked 
Poplawski's mother. 

"Yes," she answered. There was a long pause. "They're all 
legal." 

"OK, but he's not threatening you with anything?" the call-
taker asked. 

Chief Full noted that Ms. Poplawski was casual and unhurried 
during the call and added that "probably a quarter of the houses 
in Allegheny County have weapons?' 

Yes, guns were present in all of these incidents. But the 
troubled people behind the guns caused the, murders. The New GUN 

WEEK, May 1, 2009 
 

News links  
09-05-11 Troop Slayings Raise Questions About 

Combat Stress 

Suspect Was Disarmed, But Returned With Weapons 
   BAGHDAD (AP) An American Army sergeant shot and 
killed five fellow soldiers following an altercation at a 
military counseling center in Iraq Monday, officials said. 
The attack drew attention to the issues of combat stress 
and morale among soldiers serving multiple combat tours 
over six years of war. 
     The suspect had been disarmed after an incident at the 
center but returned with another weapon, according to a 
senior military official in Washington, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity because the investigation into the 
shootings was ongoing. 
    Attacks on fellow soldiers, known as fraggings, were not 
uncommon during the Vietnam war but are believed to be 
rare in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
     A brief U.S. military statement said the assailant was 
taken into custody following the 2 p.m. shooting at Camp 
Liberty, a sprawling U.S. base on the western edge of 
Baghdad near the city's international airport. 
    President Barack Obama, who visited an adjacent base 
last month, said in a statement that he was "shocked and 
deeply saddened" by the report, adding that "my heart goes 
out to the families and friends" of all those involved "in 
this horrible tragedy." 
      After a meeting with Defense Secretary Robert Gates, 
Obama said he would make sure "that we fully understand 
what led to this tragedy" and will do everything possible 
"to ensure that our men and women in uniform are 
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protected as they serve our country so capably and 
courageously in harm's way." 
    The military statement in Baghdad said nobody else was 
hurt, but military officials in Washington said one person 
was wounded. The names of the victims and shooter were 
not released. 
    Pentagon officials said the shooting happened at a stress 
clinic, where troops can go for help with the stresses of 
combat or personal issues. Soldiers routinely carry 
weapons on Camp Liberty and other bases, but they are 
supposed to be unloaded. 
     The military official told The Associated Press that the 
sergeant had been involved in a verbal altercation at the 
center. His service weapon was taken from him for his own 
protection and he was driven back to the center later in the 
day. 
      The official said that when the sergeant returned he 
had another weapon. It was unclear whether he was 
returning under orders or of his own volition. 
    Another senior military official said the shooter was a 
patient at the clinic. The official, who also spoke on 
condition of anonymity because of the probe, did not know 
what relationship the shooter had to those he killed. ABC 
News, without identifying a source, reported that two of 
the dead were clinic staff and three were soldiers waiting 
for treatment.  
     The network also aired video of the stress clinic it said 
was taken just days ago. It showed the clinic's commander, 
Lt. Col Beth Salisbury, giving a tour of the clinic and 
describing certain areas where people cannot carry 
weapons. Salisbury is from the U.S. Army Reserve 55th 
Medical Company based in Indianapolis. 
    At the Pentagon, Adm. Mike Mullen, chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, said the shooting occurred "in a place 
where individuals were seeking help." 
     "It does speak to me about the need for us to redouble 
our efforts in terms of dealing with the stress," Mullen 
said. 
     The U.S. military is coping with a growing number of 
stress cases among soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan -- 
many of whom are on their third or fourth combat tours. 
Some studies suggest that about 15 percent of soldiers 
returning from Iraq suffer from some sort of emotional 
problems. 
      With violence declining, many soldiers face new 
challenges trying to shift from fighting a war to training 
and mentoring the Iraqis -- tasks that often require skills in 
which they have not been trained. 
     Adding to the stress, there have been several incidents 
recently when men dressed as Iraqi soldiers have opened 
fire on American troops, including an attack in the 
northern city of Mosul on May 2 when two soldiers and 
the gunman were killed. 

     Rep. Harry Mitchell, a member of the House Veterans' 
Affairs Committee, said the Camp Liberty shooting 
underscores the "critical need" to reach out to soldiers 
"suffering from the effects of combat stress and post-
traumatic stress disorder." 
     The death toll from the shooting at the counseling 
center was the highest for U.S. personnel in a single attack 
since April 10, when a suicide truck driver killed five 
American soldiers with a blast near a police headquarters 
in Mosul. 
     "Any time we lose one of our own, it affects us all," 
U.S. spokesman Col. John Robinson said. "Our hearts go 
out to the families and friends of all the service members 
involved in this terrible tragedy." 
    There have been several previous fragging incidents in 
the Iraq war. 
 • Last September, Sgt. Joseph Bozicevich, 39, of 
Minneapolis was detained after allegedly killing two 
members of his unit south of Baghdad. The case remains 
under investigation. 
 • In April 2005, Army Sgt. Hasan Akbar was sentenced to 
death for killing two officers in Kuwait just before the 
U.S.-led invasion of Iraq in 2003. 
 • In June 2005, an Army captain and lieutenant were killed 
when an anti-personnel mine detonated in the window of 
their room at the U.S. base in Tikrit. National Guard Staff 
Sgt. Alberto Martinez was acquitted in the blast. 
 • Spc. Chris Rolan, an Army medic, was sentenced to 33 
years in prison in 2007 for killing a fellow soldier after a 
night of heavy drinking in Iraq. 
 • In 2008, Army Cpl. Timothy Ayers was sentenced to two 
years and four months in prison after pleading guilty to 
involuntary manslaughter in the fatal 2007 shooting of his 
platoon sergeant in Iraq. 
     Also Monday, Iraq's main al-Qaida front group, the 
Islamic State of Iraq, denied Iraqi government claims that 
the military had captured its leader, Abu Omar al-
Baghdadi, according to the SITE intelligence group. Iraqi 
authorities said on April 23 that al-Baghdadi was in 
custody. The U.S. military, which had questioned his 
existence in the past, did not confirm the capture. 
    SITE said the group, in a posting on a Web site used by 
Islamic militants, said that al-Baghdadi was "fine" and that 
the man whose image was broadcast on Iraqi TV was 
unknown to them. "All that has been shown is not more 
than a play," the group said in the posting, the authenticity 
of which couldn't be verified. 
    In other violence, the military announced Monday that a 
U.S. soldier was killed a day earlier when a roadside bomb 
exploded near his vehicle in Basra province of southern 
Baghdad. 
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    In the northern city of Kirkuk, a car bombing killed two 
people Monday, including a 10-year-old boy, and wounded 
10 others, police Brig. Gen. Sarhat Qadir said. 
    In Baghdad, a senior Iraqi traffic officer was 
assassinated on his way to work. It was the second attack 
on a high-ranking traffic police officer in the capital in as 
many days. 
http://kdka.com/national/iraq.base.shooting.2.1006632.htm
l 
 
09-05-10 Gun enthusiasts are stocking up 

     Fueled by rumors that the Obama administration will 
ban assault weapons and heavily tax ammunition, gun 
enthusiasts are stocking up. 
     Handguns, semiautomatic weapons, and all types of 
ammunition are flying off store shelves, despite the 
recession. 
     The FBI reports a 27 percent increase in background 
checks for guns purchased by federally licensed dealers for 
the first three months of this year compared with the same 
period in 2008. 
     The National Shooting Sports Foundation, an industry 
trade association, notes on its Web site that manufacturers 
are working at "full capacity (24/7)" to keep up with the 
"unprecedented" demand for ammunition. 
     James Mastroddi, director of the Philadelphia Archery 
and Gun Club in South Philadelphia, said the furor was 
probably being caused by the "Obama factor." 
     Even though the president has pulled back on his 
campaign promise to reinstate the 1994 assault-weapons 
ban, and no serious legislation is pending on the state or 
national level to restrict the sale of weapons or to tax 
ammunition, many gun enthusiasts remain wary of Obama. 
     Don't be lulled into a false sense of "complacency," 
National Rifle Association vice president Wayne LaPierre 
is urging his members. He predicts it is only a matter of 
time before the Obama administration launches a campaign 
"to deny our firearms freedoms." 
     "There is a fear there, but it is a fear based on facts, not 
a fear based on lies," said Alexa Fritts, an NRA 
spokeswoman. 
     The reaction is evident at gun shops throughout the 
Philadelphia metropolitan area and across Pennsylvania, 
which boasts one of the largest hunting and sportsmen 
communities in America, even if the debate is far more 
nuanced. 
     At Bob's Little Sports Shop in Glassboro, N.J., owner 
Bob Viden senses fear. "People are afraid of what is going 
to happen next year, next month, or six months down the 
road," he said. 
     At Cabela's, a huge gun and ammunition store in 
Hamburg, about 25 miles northwest of Allentown, 
manager Bruce Biedenharn isn't sure it's rational. "People 

are spending their extra money on something due to fear, 
not because they need it." 
     But spending they are. 
     Winchester Ammunition says on its Web site that its 
operations are "running 24 hours a day, 7 days a week." 
The Federal Premium Ammunition Web site says demand 
for its products is at an "all-time high" 
     Neither manufacturer would take calls on the subject. 
     "Everybody is busy. There is no downtime," said Mike 
Shovel, national sales manager for Corbon, an ammunition 
manufacturer based in Sturgis, S.D. He said Corbon just 
added six people to its 19-person workforce and expects to 
hire more to cover the 50 percent increase in orders. 
     Throughout the Philadelphia area, gun shops can't keep 
up with the demand. 
     At the Philadelphia Archery and Gun Club on the 800 
block of Ellsworth Street in South Philadelphia, where 
patrons are scooping up armloads of ammo to a muffled 
pop, pop, pop from its attached shooting range, director 
Mastroddi's frustrations are manifest. 
     Six months ago, he could pick up the phone, order any 
kind of ammunition he needed from his distributors, and 
get it. 
     Now, he said, everything is in short supply. 
     The largest jump in sales, according to manufacturers, 
has been in ammunition for handguns. 
     "There is so much demand, I don't think they can 
produce it fast enough," said Tom Clayton Jr. of Clayton's 
Hunting and Fishing in Horsham. 
     His said his sales for some handgun ammunition has 
jumped about 125 percent since last year. 
     Steve Maskin, press secretary to the GOP leader of the 
Pennsylvania House, Rep. Sam Smith of Jefferson County, 
finds the partisan emphasis on Obama unfortunate, since 
Pennsylvania's sportsmen community is made up of 
Democrats and Republicans alike. 
     "This gun legislation is not a partisan issue," he said. "I 
know some people try to make it that way, but it isn't." 
     Indeed, finding the archetypal gun enthusiast is as 
difficult these days as purchasing a box of shotgun shells. 
     Mark Pyle, a hunter from New Castle, Del., has heard 
about "what Obama might do" but is not bothered by the 
rumors. He was recently out shopping for a new gun scope 
at TargetMaster Indoor Firearm Range & Gun Shop in 
Chadds Ford. Pyle said the only time he buys ammunition 
is during hunting season. 
     "I'm not a stockpile person. It is just ridiculous to me," 
Pyle said. 
     Ron Helker, 76, of Concord Township, another 
TargetMaster customer and a target shooter for "50 years 
on and off," agreed. He said he has not bought any extra 
ammunition for his hobby. "The rumors are 
unsubstantiated," said Helker. 
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     But Jack Curro, a competitive target sportsman from 
Thornton, doesn't see it that way. 
     He is concerned his Second Amendment rights are in 
jeopardy. 
     "The world is becoming very volatile," said Curro, 54. 
"And, we just want to have something to protect ourselves 
if it ever gets that bad." 
     Curro, who handloads his own ammunition, usually 
keeps enough materials to make 3,000 rounds. Now he has 
enough for 10,000 rounds, a year's supply. And, he 
estimates, he and his friends have access to supplies for 
another 90,000 rounds at his gun club. 
     That amount might seem excessive, but it is not illegal. 
     "Ammunition is a legal commodity, and for those with a 
clean criminal record, they are free to purchase as much as 
they need for sporting purposes and for their protection," 
said John T. Hageman, a spokesman for the federal Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/local/44652342.html 
 
09-05-06 Why Criminals Are Buying Body Armor 

    In April, 16 people, including three police officers, were 
murdered in separate incidents in Binghamton, N.Y., and 
Pittsburgh. In both cases, the killers wore bulletproof vests. 
Federal law bans violent felons from owning body armor, 
and many jurisdictions have laws that criminalize its use in 
the commission of crimes. But while there are no hard 
numbers on how often criminals employ body armor, 
police increasingly find themselves facing down 
commando-style killers.  
    "There are no background checks, no federal regulations 
unless you are a violent offender—and even then you can 
buy them at gun shows or online," says Daniel Vice, senior 
attorney at the Brady Center To Prevent Gun Violence. 
    “Why do you need it if you're not going to commit a 
crime?" asks New York State Assemblyman David Koon, 
the sponsor of legislation to restrict the sale of body armor.  
    Nick Taylor, manager of a store that sells bulletproof 
vests online, says body armor provides potentially 
lifesaving protection for civilians—everyone from judges 
to journalists. 
http://www.parade.com/news/intelligence-
report/archive/why-criminals-are-buying-body-armor.html 
 
09-05-08  Pittsburgh Man Sentenced for Filching 

Firearms 

    A Pittsburgh man was sentenced yesterday for stealing 
five guns from a Butler City resident more than seven 
years ago. 
     According to the criminal complaint, 50-year-old Dale 
Wise removed five guns from the residence of someone 
known to him back in February of 2002.  He then enlisted 
the help of someone to give him a ride to a gun dealer in 

North Washington, where he sold two shotguns and a rifle 
for $325.  He then gave one of the two remaining guns to 
the man who gave him the ride to the gun shop, and it's not 
known what happened to the remaining one. 
    Wise was sentenced to 1 to 2 years in jail, followed by a 
year's probation 
http://www.insidebutlercounty.com/index.php/butler-
news/4625-pittsburgh-man-sentenced-for-filching-firearms 
 
09-05-06  Georgia State Student Kidnapped, Shot 

     ATLANTA -- A Georgia State student said he was 
kidnapped, robbed and shot. The student said police are 
investigating if the men who attacked him are the same 
men who shot a Georgia Tech student Monday night.  
     Channel 2 Action News reporter John Bachman met 
with the Georgia State student to talk about the attack.  
      “They had pistols in my face and they’re like, ‘Get in 
the van.’ They shoved me between the captain’s seat and 
my head was on the back row,” said Carsten Singh.  
     Singh said he was on 16th Street early Monday morning 
to meet his girlfriend when three men in a white mini-van 
stopped, pulled guns, and forced him inside.  
Singh said he thought he was about to die.  
      “They said, ‘If you’re lying, we’re going to kill you,’” 
said Singh.  
He said the men took his wallet and demanded his PIN 
number.  
      “Once they had my PIN number, they dropped one of 
the guys off at an ATM, and then they drove us to some 
place in the ghetto. I don’t really know where,” said Singh.  
Singh said he was trying not to look at the suspects in the 
hopes that would keep him alive.  
      “From the beginning, they told me to put my hands 
over my eyes. So I wasn’t trying to look at them,” said 
Singh.  
     When the men got their money, Singh said they ordered 
him out of the van on a dead end street.  
      “He said, ‘Take two steps forward,’ and he pushed me 
forward with the pistol on my head. I took two steps away 
from the van and I was just bawling…(I said) I have a 
mom, dad, brother, sister,” said Singh. “I heard the shot 
and I fell down.”  
     The gunman shot Singh in the leg. He said he knows it 
could’ve been a lot worse.  
“I know what they did was wrong…but that guy, he didn’t 
kill me. He didn’t kill me,” said Singh.  
     Singh told Channel 2 Action News the detective 
working his case said it is possible the same men attacked 
the Georgia Tech student. Both crimes happened the same 
day, within a mile of each other, with a similar M.O. 
http://www.wsbtv.com/news/19383432/detail.html 
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09-05-05  Bullet falls from wounded man's coat after 

failed robbery 

     An Ecuadoran who was approached for money 
yesterday in Upper Darby was shot for walking away from 
his attackers because he didn't understand English, police 
said. 
     The victim, 47, who was returning from his job as a 
dishwasher in the city, was able to hand police a piece of 
evidence before going to the hospital - the bullet that 
exited his body and fell out of his coat when he took it off, 
said Michael Chitwood, Upper Darby police 
superintendent. 
     The victim and another man had just gotten of a bus 
near Church Lane and Radbourne Road about 2 a.m. when 
they were approached by two men in ski masks who asked 
them for money, Chitwood said. 
     "They couldn't understand the guys, so they kept 
walking," Chitwood said. "When they did that, one of the 
two stickup men fired two shots." 
     One of the bullets hit the 47-year-old in his collarbone 
before it exited from the back of his right shoulder and 
lodged between his body and coat, police said. 
     "A couple inches any other way - up, down, left, right - 
he would have been dead," Chitwood said. 
     The attackers ran off with nothing, police said. 
     The other man was unhurt and both were able to walk 
home, where they called police and found the bullet. 
     The wounded man was taken to an area hospital, treated 
and released, Chitwood said. 
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/homepage/20090505_
Bullet_falls_from_wounded_man_s_coat_after_failed_rob
bery.html 
 
09-05-05  1 dead in beer pong game gone wrong 

     For an argument over plastic cups, a pingpong ball and 
warm beer, one Montgomery County man lost his life and 
another may spend the rest of his in prison. 
     Joseph B. Jimenez, 24, was charged with first-degree 
murder for allegedly fatally shooting his opponent, Scott 
Riley, 25, following a game of beer pong at a Bridgeport 
home Friday night. 
     Investigators said that they don't know what rule 
infractions sparked the fight during the drinking game, but 
Bridgeport Police Chief Zenny Martyniuk said that the 
men knew each other before the match and had no prior 
issues. 
     Jimenez and Riley, both of Bridgeport, were playing 
beer pong at a small gathering at a mutual friend's house 
on Second Street near Mill when witnesses saw them 
arguing over the game, police said. Several witnesses even 
told investigators that they believed that the men were 
play-wrestling or horsing around. 

     Jimenez allegedly told police that after the game, he left 
the house through the front door and Riley left with 
another man through the back door. 
     Once outside, according to one witness, Jimenez and 
Riley ran into each other in a pedestrian-only alleyway and 
began talking trash. 
     According to court documents, Jimenez claimed that 
Riley had said, "Shoot me! Shoot me! You guys ain't got 
the b----!" 
     Jimenez pulled a .40-caliber Taurus handgun from his 
waistband and shot Riley once in the neck, police said. 
     A witness who had attended the party but who'd already 
returned to her nearby home told police that she heard a 
single gunshot and then heard the victim gagging and 
pleading for help in the alleyway. 
     "[She] described the extent of the victim's bleeding by 
stating that she could hear the blood gushing from his 
wound," the affidavit said. 
     Riley was taken to Montgomery Hospital, where he was 
pronounced dead at 12:25 a.m. 
     Jimenez ran home from the scene, woke his mother and 
told her that his gun fell out of his pants and went off 
during a game of beer pong, shooting Riley, court 
documents said. 
     Sometime after midnight, Jimenez - his hands still 
covered in blood - allegedly approached an investigating 
officer at the crime scene and told her that his gun could be 
found in a trash can nearby. 
     Police took Jimenez into custody and found the gun, 
which had one round in the chamber and six in the 
magazine, prosecutors said. Investigators previously 
recovered a matching shell casing near Riley's body. 
     Jimenez told authorities that he had owned the gun for 
about five months and had fired up to 250 rounds from it 
on five occasions, court documents said. 
     The firearm is registered to Jimenez, but he did not 
have a permit to carry a concealed weapon, according to 
prosecutors. 
     Jimenez allegedly told police that he called 9-1-1 to get 
Riley medical help, but investigators said that records from 
the defendant's cell phone showed no such call had been 
made. Jimenez got slapped with an additional charge of 
false reports to law enforcement for the claim. 
     Other charges against Jimenez include first- and third-
degree murder, carrying a firearm without a license and 
possessing instruments of a crime. 
     According to his MySpace page, Riley, who went by 
the nickname "Fat Dude," was the father of two young 
children. He was a 2003 graduate of Upper Merion High 
School and a contractor. 
     "Damn, how could you leave me like this? We had life 
all planned out," one friend wrote. "Please watch over the 
kids, they miss you." * 
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http://www.philly.com/philly/news/homepage/20090505_1
_dead_in_beer_pong_game_gone_wrong.html 
 
09-05-05  More Americans taking drugs for mental 

illness 

     CHICAGO (Reuters) – Many more Americans have 
been using prescription drugs to treat mental illness since 
1996, in part because of expanded insurance coverage and 
greater familiarity with the drugs among primary care 
doctors, U.S. researchers said on Tuesday. 
     They said 73 percent more adults and 50 percent more 
children are using drugs to treat mental illness than in 
1996. 
     Among adults over 65, use of so-called psychotropic 
drugs -- which include antidepressants, antipsychotics and 
Alzheimer's medicines -- doubled between 1996 and 2006. 
     "What we generally find is there has been an increase in 
access to care for all populations," said Sherry Glied of 
Columbia University in New York, whose study appears in 
the journal Health Affairs. 
     "Mental health has become much more a part of 
mainstream medical care," Glied said in a telephone 
interview. 
     In 2006, they said 16 percent of adults 65 and older had 
some form of mental health diagnosis. 
     The researchers culled data from several large public 
surveys of health in the United States, including from the 
National Center for Health Statistics, the Agency for 
Healthcare Research and Quality, the Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administration and the Social 
Security Administration. 
     Glied said expanded drug coverage under Medicare, the 
federal insurance program for the elderly, and the State 
Children's Health Insurance Program for poor children, 
helped make such drugs more affordable. 
     The study found the number of children diagnosed and 
treated for mental health conditions by their primary care 
doctor doubled between 1996 and 2006. 
     "The increases in prescription drug use were 
particularly rapid in the early part of this decade, between 
1996 to 2001," Glied said. "For most groups, they have 
slowed down since then." 
     The researchers did not report total numbers of people 
treated or calculate the dollar value of the drugs taken. 
     One worrisome finding, Glied said, was that there has 
been little progress in access to care among people with 
more serious mental illness. They found treatment for 
older adults with mental limitations who need help 
dressing, eating, or bathing fell between 1996 and 2006. 
     About 7 percent of Americans with serious mental 
illness wind up in jail or prison every year, the researchers 
said. 

     "New policies are desperately needed to reduce the 
flow of people whose primary problem is a mental disorder 
into the criminal justice system," wrote Glied and 
colleague Richard Frank of Harvard Medical School. 
     While the study shows expanded mental health 
coverage for people with insurance, especially for those 
covered in government health plans, they said the ongoing 
recession and swelling ranks of the uninsured will likely 
mean less mental health coverage for many Americans in 
the near future. 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/nm/20090505/hl_nm/us_mental_
drugs/print 
 
09-05-04  79 arrests in raids 

     Authorities locked up 79 people, confiscated four guns, 
closed down eight bars and seized more than $20,000 
worth of narcotics in another round of weekend raids under 
Operation Pressure Point. 
     The program is a collaboration among Philadelphia 
police and federal agencies to target crime in the city's 12 
most-violent districts. 
     Authorities confiscated more than $7,000 worth of 
crack cocaine and cocaine powder each, more than $5,000 
in marijuana and more than $1,000 worth of pills. 
     Over $10,000 in cash was seized from 20 raided bars. 
Authorities made 49 drug arrests and issued 16 bench 
warrants. * 
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/homepage/20090504_7
9_arrests_in_raids.html 
 
09-05-04  College Student Shoots, Kills Home Invader 

     COLLEGE PARK, Ga. -- A group of college students 
said they are lucky to be alive and they’re thanking the 
quick-thinking of one of their own. Police said a fellow 
student shot and killed one of two masked me who burst 
into an apartment.  
Channel 2 Action News reporter Tom Jones met with one 
of the students to talk about the incident.  
      “Apparently, his intent was to rape and murder us all,” 
said student Charles Bailey.  

TOM JONES: College Student Shoots, Kills Home 
Invader 
     Bailey said he thought it was the end of his life and the 
lives of the 10 people inside his apartment for a birthday 
party after two masked men with guns burst in through a 
patio door.  
      “They just came in and separated the men from the 
women and said, ‘Give me your wallets and cell phones,’” 
said George Williams of the College Park Police 
Department.  
     Bailey said the gunmen started counting bullets. “The 
other guy asked how many (bullets) he had. He said he had 
enough,” said Bailey.  
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     That’s when one student grabbed a gun out of a 
backpack and shot at the invader who was watching the 
men. The gunman ran out of the apartment.  
     The student then ran to the room where the second 
gunman, identified by police as 23-year-old Calvin Lavant, 
was holding the women.  
      “Apparently the guy was getting ready to rape his 
girlfriend. So he told the girls to get down and he started 
shooting. The guy jumped out of the window,” said Bailey.  
     A neighbor heard the shots and heard someone running 
nearby.  
      “And I heard someone say, ‘Someone help me. Call the 
police. Somebody call the police,’” said a neighbor.  
     The neighbor said she believes it was Lavant, who was 
found dead near his apartment, only one building away.  
     Bailey said he is just thankful one student risked his life 
to keep others alive.  
“I think all of us are really cognizant of the fact that we 
could have all been killed,” said Bailey.  
     One female student was shot several times during the 
crossfire. She is expected to make a full recovery.  
     Police said they are close to making the arrest of the 
second suspect.   
http://www.wsbtv.com/news/19365762/detail.html 
 
09-05-04  Has 'Pressure' led to crime drop? 

     With the first few weeks of Operation Pressure Point 
now in the books, police officials are pointing to early 
signs of success. 
      The mega-law-enforcement effort floods the streets of 
Philadelphia with dozens of cops and federal agents from 4 
p.m. on Fridays to 3 p.m. on Sundays because, police 
determined, that period of time was the deadliest in spring 
and summer last year.  
     They’re hoping that a beefed-up police presence during 
that time — as well as an uptick in the serving of warrants 
and shuttering of nuisance bars — will lead to a safer city. 
      The early numbers suggest that progress is being made.  
     From the start of Pressure Point on April 10 through 
April 30, police said, weekend murders declined 52 
percent citywide, to 10 victims, and shootings dropped 20 
percent, to 40 victims. 
      During the same period last year, 21 people were slain 
on weekends and 50 were shot, police stats show. 
      More than 300 suspected criminals have been arrested 
during the initial phase of Pressure Point, law-enforcement 
officials said.  
     But long-term success of the program could be 
measured in how long those arrested stay behind bars.  
     To that end, the U.S. Attorney’s Office announced 
yesterday that two accused criminals arrested by Pressure 
Point agents will face federal charges.  

     Donell Scarvers, who was arrested in South 
Philadelphia on April 28 and charged with being a felon in 
possession of a firearm, could face 15 years to life in 
federal prison, authorities said.  
     James Langston, who was arrested in Nicetown on 
April 30, could face at least 10 years in federal prison on 
weapons charges.  
T     he U.S. Attorney’s Office said that another 42 
suspects arrested last month as part of Project Safe 
Neighborhoods, another law-enforcement effort, also face 
an array of stiff sentences. 
http://www.philly.com/philly/blogs/dncrime/44336792.htm
l 
 
09-05-04  John Baer: Pay slain cops' families or ban 

guns? Look at both 

     PENNSYLVANIA TODAY holds its 16th annual 
memorial service for slain police officers. It's at noon at 
the Capitol. Eight officers killed in 2008 are being 
honored, four of them from Philadelphia. 
     The event is laced with the politics of guns. 
Gov. Rendell is scheduled to speak and could reprise his 
call for new gun laws and the reinstatement of the federal 
assault-weapons ban. 
     If he also reprises his view that pro-gun lawmakers 
shouldn't attend police memorials, things could get 
uncomfortable. 
     Three such lawmakers are scheduled to speak: 
Democratic House Speaker Keith McCall, Republican 
Senate President Pro Tempore Joe Scarnati and Pittsburgh 
Democratic Sen. Sean Logan. 
     The Legislature isn't interested in new gun laws. And 
Logan advocates another direction. 
     He's sponsor of a bill to provide 100 percent death 
benefits to families of fallen officers, giving full salary 
with cost-of-living increases to a surviving spouse for life, 
even if the spouse remarries. 
     Logan says it's not a big ticket item. The state would 
pay the difference between existing benefits and full 
benefits. 
     Currently similar benefits are available only to police 
families in townships and boroughs - where they're rarely 
needed. Past efforts to include police in Philly and other 
cities died in the Legislature - so much for commitment to 
those providing urban law-enforcement. 
     Rendell, according to a spokesman, supports the bill "in 
principle." but still is pushing for new gun laws before 
lawmakers' summer break. 
     "I understand his frustration," says Logan, "but it's time 
we stand up and do something like this bill that actually 
will do what it says, offer reassurance to officers and take 
care of their families." 
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     Logan isn't alone in thinking that Rendell's push for 
new laws - to require gun owners to report lost or stolen 
guns and to give municipalities the right to enact local gun 
laws - isn't needed or likely to happen. 
     A House spokesman says, "Our focus is squarely on 
finding ways to plug the structural budget deficit" and on 
health care and education. 
     A Senate spokesman says, "We don't know of any 
member who has changed their mind on those [gun] bills 
since last session." 
     Rendell knows this and knows legislative attention is 
elsewhere. 
     When I recently asked if he nonetheless intends to press 
the issue hard he said, "It's difficult to get focus on things 
other than our economic problems, but I'm going to try." 
I now wonder whether it's worth it. 
     The reality of gun laws - even if enacted - is years of 
litigation, costing government time and money. 
     Philadelphia's nine month-old lost-and-stolen law, for 
example, remains under legal appeal that could take 
another year or two. 
     Everett Gillison, deputy mayor for public safety, tells 
me that while 152 guns have been reported lost or stolen 
since the city law took effect in July, not one has been 
recovered. Not one. 
     The effectiveness of the assault-weapons ban, in place 
from 1995 to 2004, seems greater. Rendell says that 
federal stats show that crimes committed with assault 
weapons are up since the ban was lifted. And he says that 
more than 40 police officers were killed with assault 
weapons, a stat that his office attributes to the Brady 
Center to Prevent Gun Violence. 
     The center says that it has no data on police killed 
during the ban. 
     President Obama, a ban advocate as a candidate, now is 
backing off. 
This is what I get from the White House: "The President 
believes the Second Amendment creates an individual 
right and he respects the constitutional rights of Americans 
to bear arms. His administration is committed to protecting 
the rights of hunters and other law-abiding Americans to 
purchase, own, transport and use guns while stopping 
firearms traffickers, putting more police on the streets 
through recovery act investments and keeping guns out of 
the hands of criminals, terrorists and others prohibited 
from owning them." 
     So, let's see: no interest in new laws in the Legislature, 
backtracking for now on the federal ban in Washington 
and reason to question the effectiveness of a new law in 
Philadelphia. 
     Should we continue to vigorously call for more gun 
laws, or vigorously push for expanded benefits for the 
families of the fallen? 

     There's no harm in doing the former, but no reason to 
duck the latter. * 
http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/44280447.h
tml 
 
09-05-03  Monica Yant Kinney: Massacres triggering 

gun legislation 

     Gun legislation was supposed to go on the back burner 
this year, with the economy on life support, the health-care 
system overloaded, and most folks more worried about 
swine flu than assault weapons.  
     But who could ignore the series of mass shootings that 
killed police in Oakland and Pittsburgh, nursing-home 
residents in North Carolina, and immigrants in 
Binghamton? Especially since the victims were buried 
around the 10-year anniversary of the massacre at 
Columbine High School, two years after the tearful tragedy 
at Virginia Tech.  
     Suddenly, Gov. Rendell is back on TV, begging fellow 
politicians to get serious about commonsense gun laws or 
stop attending funerals for cops shot in the line of duty - 
because that's "hypocritical."  
     On his trip south of the border, President Obama 
acknowledged the uncomfortable fact that the vicious 
Mexican drug war is being fought with killing machines 
too easily obtained on U.S. soil.  
     Fed-up leaders of tiny towns are flocking to the Mayors 
Against Illegal Guns coalition, disproving the notion that 
the violence and lawlessness is just a big-city problem.  
     And while state legislators sleep, communities in 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey are boldly passing their own 
gun laws, refusing to be intimidated by the National Rifle 
Association's legal threats.  
     Just last week, the Harrisburg City Council approved a 
proposal requiring the owner to alert police if a gun is lost 
or stolen.  
     The symbolic 7-0 vote took place two blocks from the 
statehouse. So much for changing the subject.  
Closing in on the capital  

     Linda Thompson was done waiting. The Harrisburg 
Council president said she could "no longer sit by idly and 
hope and pray state officials stop playing it safe."  
     "They're not on the front lines," she told me, where 
"gun pimps come into neighborhoods, pop the trunk, and 
negotiate deals in exchange for drugs or money."  
     Thompson doesn't believe a lost-and-stolen law will 
halt gun trafficking, but it's a worthy first step.  
     Convincing colleagues wasn't easy, she said, since they 
knew they'd be attacked for trying to protect their city.  
     "We've been sued by better," Thompson said.  
Harrisburg joins Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Reading, 
Pottsville, Allentown, and Jersey City in passing municipal 
gun laws.  
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     "It's their way of fighting back against the legislature 
and Congress, folks either refusing to act or telling them 
they can't act," said Paul Helmke of the Brady Campaign to 
Prevent Gun Violence.  
 
Strength in numbers  

     A dozen Pennsylvania law enforcement officers have 
been shot and killed in the line of duty since 2005 - half of 
them in 2008 - prompting Reading Mayor Tom McMahon 
to ask Pennsylvania colleagues to join him in the Mayors 
Against Illegal Guns coalition.  
Thirty-one mayors across the commonwealth signed on in 
the last month alone, many from hamlets like Oxford and 
Marietta.  
     "We haven't had a big problem yet, but where there are 
drugs there are guns - and we have had issues with drugs," 
Marietta's longtime mayor, Oliver Overlander, said of his 
"bedroom community" of 2,300 on the Susquehanna River.  
     The city-by-city, mayor-by-mayor movement has the 
potential to encircle the state capital, forcing legislators' 
hands.  
     Think I'm reaching? Helmke likened the effort to "the 
nonviolent protests of the '60s."  
The other side, long accustomed to controlling the gun 
debate in this state, has clearly taken notice.  
     Last month, 1,000 gun owners rallied in Harrisburg 
against politicians calling for gun control after the 
Pittsburgh police slayings.  
     A few days later, the NRA sued to overturn Pittsburgh's 
lost-and-stolen gun law.  
     The suit was filed as residents mourned officers 
murdered by a man wielding an AK-47.  
     Talk about poor taste and worse timing. 
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/columnists/monica_yant_k
inney/20090503_Monica_Yant_Kinney__Massacres_trigg
ering_gun_legislation.html 
 
09-05-02  Guess how DHS defines who is a terrorist 

now 
     2nd 'domestic extremism' report includes 'alternative 
media,' 'tax resisters' in lexicon 
Two weeks before the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security penned its controversial report warning against 
"right-wing extremists" in the United States, it generated a 
memo defining dozens of additional groups – animal rights 
activists, black separatists, tax protesters, even 
worshippers of the Norse god Odin – as potential "threats."  
     Though the "Domestic Extremism Lexicon" was 
reportedly rescinded almost immediately, Benjamin Sarlin 
of The Daily Beast recently obtained and published online 
a copy of the unclassified memo, dated March 26, 2009.  
     While many of the groups listed in the lexicon – such as 
Aryan prison gangs and neo-Nazis – may indeed be widely 

considered extremists, others will likely take offense at 
being described as a potential "threat."  
     For example, the memo defines the "tax resistance 
movement" – also referred to in the report as the tax 
protest movement or the tax freedom movement – as 
"groups or individuals who vehemently believe taxes 
violate their constitutional rights. Among their beliefs are 
that wages are not income, that paying income taxes is 
voluntary, and that the 16th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution, which allowed Congress to levy taxes on 
income, was not properly ratified."  
     The report, however, continues in its assessment of tax 
protesters, asserting that members "have been known to 
advocate or engage in criminal activity and plot acts of 
violence and terrorism in an attempt to advance their 
extremist goals."  
     Similarly, the lexicon concludes its definition of "black 
separatists" by asserting, "Such groups or individuals also 
may embrace radical religious beliefs. Members have been 
known to advocate or engage in criminal activity and plot 
acts of violence directed toward local law enforcement in 
an attempt to advance their extremist goals."  
     In his blog piece titled "Who You Calling an 
Extremist?" Sarlin writes, "Partisans leapt to decry the first 
DHS memo as part of a Democratic conspiracy to 
marginalize right wingers. But it became clear that DHS's 
broad descriptions of extremists were symptomatic of an 
ongoing agency problem that crossed ideological lines."  
(Story continues below) 
     The lexicon states its purpose is to provide "definitions 
for key terms and phrases that often appear in DHS 
analysis that addresses the nature and scope of the threat 
that domestic, non-Islamic extremism poses to the United 
States."  
     Apparently, the DHS analyzes the "threat" level of 
Internet news websites like WorldNetDaily, for the lexicon 
defines "alternative media" as "a term used to describe 
various information sources that provide a forum for 
interpretations of events and issues that differ radically 
from those presented in mass media products and outlets."  
     The term "black power," widely used in a variety of 
contexts, also merits a definition in the lexicon: "A term 
used by black separatists to describe their pride in and the 
perceived superiority of the black race."  
     The DHS memo also includes precursors to the ill-fated 
"Right-wing Extremism: Current Economic and Political 
Climate Fueling Resurgence in Radicalization and 
Recruitment" report, which prompted outrage from 
legislators and a campaign calling for the resignation of 
DHS Secretary Janet Napolitano.  
     For example, the lexicon contains virtually the same 
broad-stroke language the right-wing extremism report 
used.  
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     "Rightwing extremism," the lexicon defines as those 
"who can be broadly divided into those who are primarily 
hate-oriented, and those who are mainly antigovernment 
and reject federal authority in favor of state or local 
authority. This term also may refer to rightwing extremist 
movements that are dedicated to a single issue, such as 
opposition to abortion or immigration."  
     The lexicon further points to those who oppose driver's 
licenses for illegal immigrants.  
"Anti-immigration extremism," the lexicon defines as "a 
movement of groups or individuals who are vehemently 
opposed to illegal immigration, particularly along the U.S. 
southwest border with Mexico, and who have been known 
to advocate or engage in criminal activity and plot acts of 
violence and terrorism to advance their extremist goals. 
They are highly critical of the U.S. Government's response 
to illegal immigration and oppose government programs 
that are designed to extend 'rights' to illegal aliens, such as 
issuing driver's licenses or national identification cards and 
providing in-state tuition, medical benefits, or public 
education."  
     Unlike the right-wing extremism report, however, the 
lexicon includes definitions of extremism across a broad 
spectrum of issues: anarchy, animal rights extremism, 
black nationalism, Cuban independence, 
environmentalism, Jewish extremism, Mexican separatism, 
right-wing militias, white supremacists, the anti-war 
movement and more.  
     Among the more curious groups the DHS appears to be 
monitoring is the "racial Nordic mysticism" group, defined 
as "an ideology adopted by many white supremacist prison 
gangs who embrace a Norse mythological religion, such as 
Odinism or Asatru."  
     Among the more comical definitions is the description 
given of what "racist skinheads" wear, enabling law 
officers, it appears, to identify skinheads by their preferred 
brand of footwear:  
     "Dress may include a shaved head or very short hair," 
the report states, "jeans, thin suspenders, combat boots or 
Doc Martens, a bomber jacket, and tattoos of Nazi-like 
emblems."  
     Sarlin, who first publicized the memo, reports that a 
spokesperson for DHS told him the memo was recalled 
"within minutes" of being issued but declined to offer any 
details on the reasons for its withdrawal.  
http://www.worldnetdaily.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view
&pageId=96916 
 
09-05-01  Elmer Smith: He's with the other side, but 

he's still Specter 

     THE WAY the Pennsylvania Republican Party had it 
planned, the last words Arlen Specter would ever hear 
were "Ready, Aim, Fi . . ." 

     They had the blindfold and the cigarette ready. When 
the smoke cleared, Specter's 29-year U.S. Senate career 
would have come to an abrupt end and good would have 
triumphed over evil. 
     Nobody knows good and evil the way your conservative 
Republican does. You only have to tune in to far-right 
radio for an hour or so to know that. 
     Drawing a bead on a turncoat is good. If he squirms 
before you can squeeze one off, that is evil. 
     This is not the first time Specter has earned the enmity 
of the Grand Old Party. The party's retribution wing drew a 
target on his back when he opposed the Supreme Court 
nomination of Robert Bork. 
     This and other well-documented breaches of orthodoxy 
have made Specter the favored infidel of the gang that 
likes to call itself the party of Lincoln. 
     Specter has been off the reservation for years, really. In 
strict Republican circles, his position in favor of limited 
stem-cell reserach is tantamount to casting his lot with the 
baby killers. 
     His willingness to consider restrictions on firearms is 
anathema to gun-totin' Pennsylvanians who cherish the 
God-given right to stockpile their arsenals against the 
possible second coming of the Redcoats. 
     He's not the first Repbulican to straddle the party line. 
But he is one of only three who voted for President 
Obama's economic stimulus package. 
     This they don't forgive. The party's national strategy is 
to portray Obama as a dangerous radical whose economic 
vision is to steal from the rich to give to the undeserving 
poor. 
     People who never flinched while the Bush 
administration ran up the biggest deficit in history now see 
an apocalypse on every line of the Obama budget. 
Republican senators who held their noses and voted for the 
Bush administration's ill-defined bailout package can't find 
a thing to like in the Obama plan. 
     Tune in to the talkosphere and you'll hear the president 
described in terms usually reserved for enemies of state. 
     He has gone from being a misguided ultra-liberal to a 
budding socialist in their telling. 
I rarely go a week without receiving a mailing from a 
fringe group that is still trying to prove that "Barack 
Hussein Obama" is not an American citizen. 
     Most Republicans have not gone this far off the deep 
end yet. But the purge is on. Before the Limbaugh-led 
faction gets through, any Republican who doesn't know the 
secret handshake will be banished. 
     It's a strategy that has failed spectacularly in the last 
two elections. More than 200,000 former Republicans 
registered Democrat in the Pennsylvania primary in 2008. 
     But the GOP seems to view that as shedding a few 
pounds to get down to their fighting weight. With only true 
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believers left, Specter didn't stand a chance against a rock-
ribbed Republican like Pat Toomey. 
     Specter's own polling had him trailing badly. By the 
time the deficit grew to 15-20 points, he started strapping 
on his parachute. 
     Gov. Rendell promised to rev up his legendary money 
machine for him. The president embraced him with open 
arms and promised to be his friend in Pennsylvania. 
     They know better than to expect fidelity from Specter. 
His political mantra is to thine own self be true. He won't 
toe the Democratic Party line any better than he did the 
Republican Party line. 
     Republicans would like to say good riddance except 
that, as a Democrat, he'd probably beat the snot out of 
Toomey or some other handpicked hardliner. 
     But I think they could live with that. Losing Specter to 
the dark side is really just the status quo. 
     What hurts most is that just when they had his back 
against the wall, he wouldn't stand still for the firing squad. 
http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/44113642.h
tml 
 
09-05-01 Jamaican charged in airport hostage standoff 

     KINGSTON, Jamaica - A Jamaican man who allegedly 
took a flight crew hostage last week at Montego Bay's 
airport and demanded to be flown off the island has been 
charged with offenses including robbery and assault. 
     Stephen Fray, a 21-year-old Jamaican described as 
emotionally unstable, faces a total of six charges, 
according to a police statement issued late Thursday. If 
convicted he faces a maximum prison sentence of 20 years. 
     Authorities say that Fray, armed with a handgun, 
pushed his way through airport security on April 19 and 
entered a CanJet Airlines plane with 167 people on board. 
He reportedly struck a pilot with the gun, fired into the air 
and took cash from the passengers before freeing them. 
     After an eight-hour standoff, he was captured in a 
military raid that freed the six remaining hostages without 
injury. 
     The charges include illegal possession of a firearm and 
ammunition for use of a handgun that police say was 
licensed to Fray's father. He was also charged with 
shooting with intent and breaches of civil aviation 
regulations. 
     Fray is due to appear before a court next week in the 
northwestern resort city of Montego Bay. 
     Prime Minister Bruce Golding has ordered an 
investigation into the security breach at Sangster 
International Airport, one of two primary airports in a 
Caribbean nation that depends heavily on tourism. 
     The private security guards at checkpoints were not 
armed and followed procedures by keeping visual contact 
with the intruder until Jamaican police responded, 

according to a preliminary investigation by MBJ Airports 
Ltd., the airport's operating company. 
http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/
44130667.html 
 
09-05-01 Police: 2 SoCal teens considered campus 

shooting 

     LOS ANGELES - Police say two suburban high school 
students had a pair of loaded handguns, a spooky drawing 
depicting a killing and the intention of randomly shooting 
people on campus. 
     The boys, ages 15 and 16, were arrested Thursday 
before any violence, after the older boy's stepfather 
contacted West Covina police to say his guns were missing 
from a gun locker. One student was arrested at home and 
the other at school. 
     Police found a Glock .40-caliber handgun, a Smith & 
Wesson .357-caliber handgun and several rounds of rifle 
ammunition at the home of the older boy, but no rifle. 
     Investigators also seized a drawing one of the boys 
made depicting a hooded figure shooting another character 
in the head. Underneath the drawing, the word 
"Exterminate" was written, West Covina police Lt. Ron 
Mitchell said. 
     The boys had previously taken the weapons onto the 
campus of Covina High School three times, and they told 
investigators they were considering using them, Mitchell 
said. 
"Due to the interviews, we were of the mind that they 
were, at some point, they were going to randomly shoot 
people at school," Mitchell said. 
     The 16-year-old was charged Friday with conspiracy to 
commit murder, grand theft of a firearm, being a minor in 
possession of a handgun and having a firearm on campus, 
district attorney's spokeswoman Sandi Gibbons said. The 
other boy, age 15, faces the same counts except instead of 
grand theft, he is charged with receiving stolen property. 
     The boys, whose names were not released because of 
their ages, have not been assigned attorneys. They 
remained in juvenile custody Friday and their arraignment 
was set for Monday. 
     Covina and West Covina are neighboring cities about 
20 miles east of downtown Los Angeles in the San Gabriel 
Valley. 
     Covina High School Principal Claudia Karnoski said 
she conducted her own investigation. She said the boys had 
shown the loaded guns to three or four friends who failed 
to alert teachers, apparently because they didn't want to get 
into trouble. 
     Karnoski said one of the arrested boys had told the 
group, "'We should shoot up the quad'" during an assembly 
that happened just before spring break, which started April 
6. 
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She said the boy who drew the picture of a shooting had 
notebooks filled with all kinds of sketches. 
     "It is disturbing," she said. "I don't know what it 
referred to." 
     The principal said that while she takes the incident 
seriously, it did not rise to the level of a carefully planned 
school shooting. 
     "People will automatically think it was a Columbine-
type plan. I am not downplaying it, but I don't think it was 
to that elevation," she said. 
     A decade ago, two students opened fire at Columbine 
High School in Colorado, killing 13 and wounding 23 
before committing suicide. 
     Karnoski said each of the two Covina High suspects 
was "like one of the everyday kids" at the school of 1,500, 
and they had not been in trouble before. She said there was 
no indication of any grudge against members of staff or 
students. 
     Karnoski said officials with the Covina-Valley Unified 
School District will be considering additional security, 
including metal detectors. The district serves about 14,000 
students at about 20 schools. 
http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/
44194497.html 
 
09-04-30 1 cleared, 4 guilty in SW Phila. shootout 

     In verdicts that relieved some but stunned others 
yesterday, a judge acquitted a man of all charges in 
connection with the wild shootout that killed his sister in 
Southwest Philly two years ago, but convicted four other 
defendants on a range of charges. 
     Common Pleas Judge Jeffrey Minehart acquitted 
Michael Stelly, 34, of murder and related charges in the 
slaying of his sister, Jovonne "Piggy" Stelly, 28, a mother 
of four who was caught in a crossfire about 4:30 p.m. 
March 25, 2007. 
     Thomas McGill, Stelly's attorney, said of his client: 
"He's pleased and relieved that this is over. He's looking 
forward to joining his wife and his children." 
Minehart found two other defendants - Keith Devine, 28, 
and Michael Wynn, 23 - guilty of third-degree murder and 
related offenses after the nonjury trial. 
     The judge also convicted Rashiek High, 30, who was 
Jovonne Stelly's fiance, of carrying a firearm without a 
license, and acquitted him of murder charges. 
     A fifth defendant, Samuel Scruggs, 48, was found 
guilty of a weapons offense and recklessly endangering 
another person, and acquitted of murder charges. 
     As the verdicts were read, Valerie Thomas, Scruggs' 
wife and Devine's mother, cried. She said afterward: "I 
don't understand how this [the verdicts] happened." 

     The shooting on that sunny March Sunday afternoon 
rocked the block of Pentridge Street near 58th, where the 
Stellys, High, Scruggs and Devine lived. 
     Evidence showed that younger folks on the block had 
been arguing, but things escalated when older folks 
brought out guns. 
     Scruggs first pointed a gun at one of the younger men, 
Earl Zarpele, according to previous testimony from the 
Stellys' sister, Kaya Shapiro. Then, Devine fired the first 
shot that sent people running, she said. Police recovered 30 
fired cartridge casings from .357-caliber, .40-caliber, .45-
caliber and 9mm weapons. 
     The prosecution contended that Michael Stelly and 
High were on one of the shooting sides, and that Stelly 
fired the shot that killed his own sister. 
     Scruggs, his stepson Devine and Wynn, then the 
boyfriend of Scruggs' stepdaughter, Jaeneya Thomas, were 
on the other side, authorities said. Evidence showed 
Scruggs' gun ejected one live round, but that Scruggs did 
not fire any of the spent casings. 
     Five witnesses sought by the prosecution failed to show 
up at trial - Jaeneya Thomas, her cousin Tanisha Scarvers, 
and the Stellys' cousins, Kendall, Drayton and Toy Sterns. 
Four of the five testified at preliminary hearings, and the 
judge read their testimonies as trial evidence. 
     Assistant District Attorney Ed Cameron said in his 
closing argument yesterday that Michael Stelly had been 
standing in an area where seven .357-caliber fired cartridge 
casings were found. A police firearms expert testified at 
trial that the bullet recovered from Jovonne Stelly's head 
was .357-caliber or .38-caliber. 
     Cameron also said that Michael Stelly had bragged 
about having a Desert Eagle pistol earlier that day, and that 
Thomas had previously testified that Stelly had fired a gun 
at Scruggs, shooting him in the abdomen. 
     Michael Stelly told police he did not fire a weapon, and 
that he ran to the aid of his sister. 
Cameron said after the verdicts that this "was a difficult 
case for the judge to decide because none of the witnesses" 
told the complete truth. He said the judge had indicated to 
him that he had a problem with the credibility of two 
preliminary-hearing witnesses - Thomas and Scarvers. 
     Devine's uncle, Abdul Rahman, 45, said yesterday 
before the verdicts that his family and the Stelly family did 
not have a bitter rivalry, as authorities have said. 
     He said the families got along, but it was the younger 
people - Shapiro, Zarpele and their friend, Eddie Tate - 
who had a problem with his nephew, Devine. 
     Sentencing for the four convicted defendants will be on 
June 30. * 
http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/44038967.h
tml 
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09-04-30  Conn. Senate OKs machine gun ban for 

children 

     HARTFORD, Conn. - The Connecticut Senate on 
Thursday approved a measure that would ban children 
under 16 years old from handling or shooting machine 
guns. 
     The legislation, which passed on a 31-2 vote, stems 
from the October death of an 8-year-old Ashford boy who 
accidentally shot himself in the head with an Uzi at a 
Massachusetts gun show. 
     "For a young person, a minor, to handle an automatic 
weapon ... it's like saying that it's OK to pick up a 
rattlesnake and that it is somehow going to be safe," said 
Senate President Donald E. Williams Jr., D-Brooklyn. "It's 
not going to be safe and it should not be legal and I would 
think that a lot of folks would be shocked that there was 
not a law." 
     The bill now moves to the House of Representatives, 
where it is expected to pass. 
     The boy, Christopher Bizilj, was killed Oct. 26 when he 
lost control of the powerful automatic weapon as it 
recoiled while he was firing at a pumpkin at the Machine 
Gun Shoot and Firearms Expo at the Westfield 
Sportsman's Club. Christopher's father was 10 feet behind 
him and reaching for his camera when the child fired the 
weapon. 
     Three men, including Pelham, Mass., Police Chief 
Edward Fleury, whose business promoted the gun show, 
and two men who brought the Uzi, have been charged 
under Massachusetts law with involuntary manslaughter. 
Fleury was also charged with four counts of furnishing a 
machine gun to a person under 18. 
     All three have pleaded not guilty to their respective 
charges. 
http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/
44075992.html 
 
09-04-30 Renew assault-weapon ban  

     Author Jimmy Carter was the 39th president of the 
United States and the winner of the 2002 Nobel Peace 
Prize. This appeared in the New York Times. 
     The evolution in public policy concerning the 
manufacture, sale, and possession of semiautomatic assault 
weapons such as AK-47s, AR-15s, and Uzis has been very 
disturbing. Presidents Ronald Reagan, George H.W. Bush, 
Bill Clinton, and I all supported a ban on these formidable 
firearms, and one was finally passed in 1994. 
     When the 10-year ban was set to expire, many police 
organizations - including 1,100 police chiefs and sheriffs 
from around the nation - called on Congress and President 
George W. Bush to renew and strengthen it. But, with a 
wink from the White House, the gun lobby prevailed and 
the ban expired. 

     I have used weapons since I was big enough to carry 
one, and I now own two handguns, four shotguns and three 
rifles, two with scopes. I use them carefully, for hunting 
game in our family woods and fields, and occasionally for 
hunting with my family and friends in other places. We 
cherish the right to own a gun, and some of my hunting 
companions like to collect rare weapons. One of them is a 
superb craftsman who makes muzzle-loading rifles, one of 
which I displayed for four years in my private White 
House office. 
     But none of us wants to own an assault weapon, 
because we have no desire to kill policemen or go to a 
school or workplace to see how many victims we can 
accumulate before we are finally shot or take our own 
lives. That's why the White House and Congress must not 
give up on trying to reinstate a ban on assault weapons, 
even if it may be politically difficult. 
     An overwhelming majority of Americans, including me 
and my hunting companions, believe in the right to own 
weapons, but surveys show that they also support modest 
restraints such as background checks, mandatory 
registration, and brief waiting periods before purchase. 
     A majority of Americans also support banning assault 
weapons. Many of us who hunt are dismayed by some of 
the more extreme policies of the National Rifle 
Association, the most prominent voice in opposition to a 
ban, and by the timidity of public officials who yield to the 
group's unreasonable demands. 
     Heavily influenced and supported by the firearms 
industry, NRA leaders have misled many gullible people 
into believing that our weapons are going to be taken away 
from us, and that homeowners will be deprived of the right 
to protect ourselves and our families. The NRA would be 
justified in its efforts if there were a real threat to our 
constitutional right to bear arms. But that is not the case. 
     Instead, the NRA is defending criminals' access to 
assault weapons and use of ammunition that can penetrate 
protective clothing worn by police officers on duty. In 
addition, while the NRA seems to have reluctantly 
accepted current law restricting sales by licensed gun 
dealers to convicted felons, it claims that only "law-
abiding people" obey such restrictions - and it opposes 
applying them to private gun dealers or those who sell all 
kinds of weapons from the back of a van or pickup truck at 
gun shows. 
     What are the results of this profligate ownership and 
use of guns designed to kill people? In 2006, the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention reported that more than 
30,000 people died from firearms, accounting for nearly 20 
percent of all injury deaths. A child or teenager in the 
United States was killed in a firearm-related accident or 
suicide every nine hours in 2005. 
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     Across our border, Mexican drug cartels are being 
armed with advanced weaponry imported from the United 
States - a reality only the NRA seems to dispute. 
     The gun lobby and the firearms industry should reassess 
their policies concerning safety and accountability - at 
least on assault weapons - and ease their pressure on 
acquiescent politicians who fear NRA disapproval at 
election time. We can't let the NRA's political blackmail 
prevent the banning of assault weapons designed only to 
kill police officers and the people they defend. 
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/opinion/44039527.html 
 
09-04-30  Sheriff: Law protects SUV owner who shot, 

killed woman 

Story Highlights  
Tony Curtis Phillips, 29, charged in girlfriend's shooting 
death 
He wasn't shooter but is charged because he allegedly was 
stealing SUV 
Shooter probably won't be charged because he is covered 
by 'no retreat' law 
Florida law says people can use lethal force if they fear for 
their lives 
 
     MIAMI, Florida (CNN) -- Authorities do not plan to 
file charges against a Florida orange grove owner who 
fatally shot a 21-year-old woman, saying he is protected 
under the state's controversial "no retreat" law. 
But the woman's boyfriend faces second-degree murder 
charges in her death, because the woman was shot to death 
during an alleged felony -- the theft of an SUV. 
     Tony Curtis Phillips, 29, didn't fire a single shot. He 
didn't even know his girlfriend, Nikki McCormick, was 
dead until police showed him an online news story. 
     Police said McCormick accompanied Phillips as he 
attempted to steal the SUV from a barn in an orange grove 
near Wahneta, Florida, before daylight Tuesday. 
     Grove owner Ladon "Jamie" Jones opened fire as the 
SUV approached him, according to an affidavit released by 
the Polk County Sheriff's Office. Phillips fled; McCormick 
was shot in the head and later died. 
Authorities said Jones is protected by Florida's "no retreat" 
law, which gives him the right to use lethal force if he 
reasonably believes his life is in danger. Phillips, however, 
faces charges because police allege he was committing 
felony grand theft auto at the time of McCormick's death. 
     "Because his conduct caused her death, he gets charged 
with a felony," Polk County Sheriff Grady Judd said. 
Phillips was arrested late Tuesday in Polk County, near 
Lakeland, after a day on the run. Police said he didn't 
believe McCormick was dead at first, telling officers, "Of 
all the times you've questioned me, this is a nasty trick 

you're playing on me this time." He agreed to cooperate if 
detectives could prove she was dead. 
     Judd said detectives called up the shooting story on the 
local newspaper's Web site and "let him read it online, and 
that's when he broke down and cried, and gave us a 
confession," Judd said. 
     According to the affidavit, Jones heard his Toyota Land 
Cruiser, parked in the barn at his orange grove, start up 
before daylight Tuesday. Jones told police he grabbed his 
gun, a 9mm that he keeps with him while working at the 
grove. He said he could see two people in the SUV as it 
backed out of the barn, according to the affidavit. He said 
he saw the passenger's arm reach outside the vehicle, and 
believed that person might be holding a gun. 
     The Land Cruiser stopped directly in front of him, 
Jones said in the affidavit. He said he raised his gun and 
pointed it at the occupants, shouting "Stop," but the vehicle 
appeared to be moving directly toward him. 
     "Fearing for his life, he then fired what he thought to be 
six to eight rounds into the front windshield of the 
vehicle," the affidavit stated. 
The vehicle backed up at high speed, crashed through a 
fence and ended up in a ditch. Jones told police a man 
jumped out of the SUV and ran away. 
     Sheriff's deputies found McCormick inside the vehicle 
with a bullet wound to her head. She was taken to 
Lakeland Regional Medical Center, where she died. 
     Jones did not return a call from CNN seeking comment. 
     Authorities will forward their information to 
prosecutors, Judd said, but are "not going to file any 
charges [against Jones] at this point, because we don't see 
any reason to arrest Mr. Jones," Judd said. "... It appears, at 
this point in the investigation, Mr. Jones was completely, 
legally justified in his actions." 
     A Polk County judge on Thursday ordered Phillips held 
without bond. A public defender was appointed to his case. 
Polk County Public Defender J. Marion Moorman declined 
to comment on the charges to CNN. "We will, of course, 
be interviewing the client very soon, and will be 
undertaking his defense from there," he said. 
     Phillips told police he assumed McCormick had also 
gotten out of the vehicle and run away, according to the 
affidavit. He said he was sorry for what happened "and 
said he knew he was partially responsible for her death," 
the affidavit said. 
Polk County State Attorney's Office spokesman Chip 
Thulberry said his office will review the case when the 
sheriff's investigation is completed. 
     The Brady Campaign to prevent Gun Violence says 
Florida is one of 16 states that have enacted "no retreat" 
laws, which some call "shoot-first" laws. The laws extend 
the right to use deadly force beyond a person's home and 
into public places. 
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     "The shoot-first law is not needed," said Brian Malte of 
the Brady Campaign. "This person, regardless of the 
situation, may have done the right thing, but he cannot be 
prosecuted for doing something wrong if he hit an innocent 
bystander," he said. 
     Other groups stand by the "no retreat" laws. 
     "At the moment a crime occurs, victims don't have the 
luxury of time," said Andrew Arulanandam of the National 
Rifle Association. "They have seconds to decide on a 
course of action to protect their lives and their families. 
This law provides law-abiding people with options." 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/CRIME/04/30/florida.shooting.l
aw/index.html 
 
09-04-30 Guns bought this year could outfit 2 armies 
     Report cites surge that coincided with last year's 
election 
   Guns purchased legally in the United States this year 
could outfit two armies – and not just any armies, the 
armies of China and India, according to new government 
reports cited by a website for sport-shooting enthusiasts.  
     The federal National Instant Criminal Background 
Check System database statistics show there were more 
than 3.7 million background checks during the first three 
months of this year, compared to about 8 million annually 
not even a decade ago, according to the documentation 
assembled by Ammoland.com.  
     That's not individual guns, that's background checks, 
the organization pointed out. If a purchaser obtains two, 
three or even four guns at a time, often there is only one 
background check.  
     "You also bought 1,529,635,000 rounds of ammunition 
in just the month of December. Yeah, that is right, that is 
billion with a 'b.' This number takes no account of 
reloading or reloaded ammunition," the report said.  
     According to the Global Security website, the Indian 
army is estimated to have about 1 million soldiers. A news 
report from several years ago estimated the Chinese army 
at 1.7 million, although recent estimates put that at 2.25 
million.  
     The report cites the quote from Admiral Isoruko 
Yamamota, a World War II leader for Japan, who said, 
"You cannot invade the mainland United States. There 
would be a rifle behind every blade of grass."  
     The report said the evaluation on firearms and 
ammunition purchases are "based on low end numbers." 
     "The numbers presented are only PART of the overall 
numbers of arms and ammunition that have been sold. The 
actual numbers are much higher."  
     That's because no private individual-to-individual sales 
would be included, and there's no assessment of how many 
guns are purchased through each background check.  

     "Law abiding citizens appear to be concerned about our 
'right to own and bear arms,'" said one forum page 
participant.  
     The statistics show that U.S consumers sought 3.1 
million gun background checks every three months last 
year, for an annual total of 12.7 million. The annual 
averages had been about 8.4 million for a number of recent 
years, but there was a surge starting last October, when 
check requests rose suddenly from 970,000 a month to 
nearly 1.2 million. Totals have remained at that higher 
level.  
     Another forum participant added, "It's logical that gun 
sales took sharp upturn. The concern is that the super 
majority of Democrats in Washington will make firearms 
either harder to obtain or outright contraband. … As for 
myself, I have all the weapons I could possibly need, so 
I've just been stocking up on ammo because I think ammo will be 
subject to new regulations and increased taxes under this 
president and Congress."  
     Steve Sanetti, the head of a shooting sports organization, said, 
"Americans concerned about their ability to purchase many types 
of home defense, hunting and target shooting firearms in the 
future are continuing to purchase these products in record 
numbers today."  
     WND reported that the usually liberal 9th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals ruled that the 2nd Amendment right to keep and bear 
arms is "deeply rooted in this nation's history and tradition" and 
long has been regarded as the "true palladium of liberty," so it 
therefore must be applied against state and local government 
weapon restrictions as well as federal gun limits.  
     But the decision appears to run counter to the general 
direction sought by the administration of President Obama three 
months into his tenure.  
     He's already advocated for a treaty that would require a 
federal license for hunters to reload their ammunition, has 
expressed a desire to ban "assault" weapons, has seen a plan to 
require handgun owners to submit to mental health evaluations 
and sparked a rush on ammunition purchases with his history of 
anti-gun positions.  
     Obama also supported the handgun ban in Washington, D.C., 
before it was tossed out last year by the Supreme Court.  
http://www.wnd.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=96677 
 
09-04-29 Witness: Oregon training camp aimed for 

militancy 

     NEW YORK - A man convicted of helping the Taliban 
testified at a terrorism trial Wednesday that it was his idea 
to create a militant jihad training camp in Oregon to recruit 
men from England and the United States to fight in 
Afghanistan, but he no longer supports terrorist causes. 
     James Ujaama, a Muslim convert who lived in Seattle, 
told a jury in Manhattan federal court that he envisioned 
the camp, which never came to fruition, in 1999 as a place 
for Muslims to get military training to fight in Afghanistan. 
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     Ujaama (pronounced oo-ZHAH'-ma) was called by 
prosecutors as a witness in the trial of Oussama Kassir, 
who is on trial on charges that he helped al-Qaida by trying 
to set up a weapons training post in the small Oregon town 
of Bly. 
     Ujaama, 43, was born in Denver as James Ernest 
Thompson before changing his name in the late 1980s 
when he gave up Christianity to be Muslim. 
     Assistant U.S. Attorney Eric Bruce asked if he 
considered himself a terrorist. 
     "No sir," he said. 
Asked if he had ever supported terrorist causes, Ujaama 
said he had. 
     "I sympathized and I have supported terrorists in the 
past, which was foolish. I was not thinking at that time and 
I wish I had not done that," he said. 
     Ujaama pleaded guilty in 2007 to charges that he 
provided material support to terrorists by trying to set up 
the Bly training camp and by loading computer programs 
onto Taliban computers during a trip to Afghanistan in 
1999. He said he hopes to win leniency from a potential 
30-year prison sentence by testifying. 
     Ujaama testified he tried to create the training camp on 
360 acres of land in Oregon in 1999 and created an 
advertisement for it that he sent to his spiritual guide in 
London. He said the terrain, with small trees and rocks, 
and widely varying temperatures, was similar to 
Afghanistan. 
     The advertisement, which was entered into evidence, 
said participants would receive learn about military 
techniques and be trained with weapons, including rifles, 
and in hand-to-hand combat and martial arts. It also 
promised training in archery, hunting and fishing, farming 
and animal husbandry. 
     "It is 100 percent legal and so are all of the activities," 
the advertisement said. "The land is in a state that is pro 
militia and firearms state, an advantage for self defense 
training." 
     Ujaama testified: "It would, in my mind, prepare 
Muslims, males, to go to the front line and defend the 
Islamic state." 
     But the camp never really got off the ground. Ujaama 
visited the property only three times, the last time with 
Kassir, who      traveled from London expecting to find 
lots of weapons and young men eager to be trained, he 
said. 
     Kassir became angry when he saw nothing had 
materialized, Ujaama said. They fought and Ujaama left 
and never returned, he said. 
     Ujaama testified he went the following year to Pakistan, 
where he had gone before training briefly in late 1998 at a 
camp in Afghanistan that was run by Pakistanis. 

     During a trip to Afghanistan, he said, he sought 
treatment from a doctor after falling ill. After leaving 
Afghanistan, he said he saw a newspaper article that 
showed the U.S. was seeking on terrorism charges the 
doctor, Ayman al-Zawahiri , al-Qaida's No. 2 leader. 
     Ujaama testified he was in Pakistan on Sept. 11, 2001. 
     He testified it left him "a bit happy." 
     "In the beginning, my personal views was that this was 
in retribution for all the things that we had done bad in 
other places around the world to other people," he said. 
     He said he hoped it would be a wake-up call for the 
United States, where he returned in 2002, shortly before he 
was picked up by the FBI on a material witness warrant in 
Denver in July 2002. 
He pleaded guilty the following year in federal court in 
Seattle to providing material support to terrorists in a plea 
deal      that carried a two-year prison sentence. 
     When he was freed, he said he found fellow Muslims 
were suspicious of him, fearing he might be a government 
spy. 
     "I was very depressed. I just couldn't fit in," he said. So 
he violated the terms of his probation by leaving the 
country to live in Belize, where he was arrested in 2006 by 
U.S. marshals and returned to the United States. 
     He said he no longer believes that "violence is the 
solution to the problems of the Muslims in the world 
today." 
http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/
44025857.html 
 
09-04-29  Dispatches from the Pennsdale Gun Show 

     In early March I enjoyed a cultural experience. I visited 
a gun show in Pennsdale. For $4 I entered a large firehouse 
full of people selling guns of all sorts and even eating 
overpriced barbecue sandwiches. 
     It was a tense experience for many, but not because of 
the guns. It was a culture of people, working class white 
men, who need a personal space around them. The 
firehouse was tighter than a Mumbai slum and we were 
belly-to-belly. Of course, we compensated with an unusual 
level of friendliness, "excuse mes," "I'm sorries," and 
"thank yous." 
     I shopped for two hours and walked out with a large 
military rifle and so much ammunition that it nearly tore 
through two plastic Walmart bags. I asked for a bill of sale 
from the fellow at the table, not for a legal record, but 
because I wanted to walk through the light security at the 
front door. He obliged after a strange look. I gave him my 
name voluntarily and the folks at the door never even 
looked at the scribbly receipt. Nobody knew who I was. I 
could have forgotten my driver's license. 
     I don't have personal space issues. The tense experience 
for me was that I could have been a mass murderer looking 
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for the means by which to do so. Guns for sale ranged from 
expensive German automatics to muzzleloaders, from AR-
15s to cheap Asian knock offs of AK-47s and AK-74s. For 
every ordinary turkey blaster there was a military weapon. 
Big box magazines are hot right now, it's hard telling when 
Obama will outlaw them. Don't worry, the military weapon 
I purchased was made in 1944 and was the perfect 
marriage of walnut and British steel. It is more appropriate 
today for Bambi-killin' than Kraut killin'. 
     I am generally against gun control. I believe the 
Constitution included the Second Amendment as a way of 
checking power. If the vote doesn't work, if the speech 
doesn't work, if the press doesn't work, if the assembly 
doesn't work... the gun will be the last resort. This is 
something Europeans do not understand about Americans. 
Their governments control guns because they don't trust 
their people. The American people don't control guns 
because they don't trust their government. 
     This does not entirely explain, however, the obtuse 
politics surrounding guns. Are you Americans freakin' 
nuts? I could have been a suicidal high schooler with a 
grudge against Christians and jocks, a drug lord with an 
army to arm or a serial killer with a plan. My mother-in-
law even jokes that I look like a serial killer. My wife's 
screensaver is a photoshopped picture of my crazy face on 
guy with an ax. They sold a .30 caliber rifle with sights for 
2,000 yards to a serial killer lookalike! 
     The logic goes like this: Any law that infringes on the 
right to bear arms is a slippery slope. That may be true. 
Heaven forbid we end up like the wild west of England. 
But it would seem some laws would be healthy and logical, 
like ones that ensure we could identify people at gun 
shows as not completely crazy. Or like ones that would 
limit how many bullets we could put into a gun. It is little 
wonder why city folks rail against the rural areas and why 
Mexicans rail against the United States. Both are sources 
of danger. Saying it is the fault of the killer does little to 
prevent the killing or assuage the killed. 
     In the April 22 edition of The Express there was an 
article about a gun advocate's rally in Harrisburg. They 
protested any bill that infringed on the Second 
Amendment, including one that would limit the number of 
handgun purchases to one a month. "If they can limit you 
to one, they can limit you to none." At the end of the 
article was an interesting observation. The rally apparently 
happened in a conference room of some sort. Sixty-three 
handguns were checked at the door. Owners could gather 
their weapons when they left. I reckon the president of the 
NRA didn't feel comfortable talking in front of 63 armed 
Americans. Ironically, I guess we all believe some gun 
control is logical after all. 

     Greg Walker is associate professor of sociology at Lock 

Haven University of Pennsylvania. You can contact him at 
gwalker@lhup.edu 
http://www.lockhaven.com/page/content.detail/id/510243.
html 
 
09-04-29  Montana fires a warning shot over states' 

rights 

     HELENA, Mont. - Montana is trying to trigger a battle 
over gun control , and perhaps make a larger point about 
what many folks in this ruggedly independent state regard 
as a meddlesome federal government. 
     In a bill passed by the Legislature earlier this month, 
the state is asserting that guns manufactured in Montana 
and sold in Montana to people who intend to keep their 
weapons in Montana are exempt from federal gun 
registration, background check and dealer-licensing rules 
because no state lines are crossed. 
     That notion is all but certain to be tested in court. 
     The immediate effect of the law could be limited, since 
Montana is home to just a few specialty gun makers, 
known for high-end hunting rifles and replicas of Old West 
weapons, and because their out-of-state sales would 
automatically trigger federal control. 
     Still, much bigger prey lies in Montana's sights: a legal 
showdown over how far the federal government's 
regulatory authority extends. 
     "It's a gun bill, but it's another way of demonstrating the 
sovereignty of the state of Montana," said Democratic 
Gov. Brian Schweitzer, who signed the bill. 
     Carrie DiPirro, a spokeswoman for the federal Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, had no 
comment on the legislation. But the federal government 
has generally argued that it has authority under the 
interstate commerce clause of the U.S. Constitution to 
regulate guns because they can so easily be transported 
across state lines. 
     Guns and states' rights both play well in Montana, the 
birthplace of the right-wing Freemen militia and a 
participant in the Sagebrush Rebellion of the 1970s and 
'80s, during which Western states clashed with 
Washington over grazing and mineral extraction on federal 
land. 
     Montana's leading gun rights organization, more 
hardcore than the National Rifle Association, boasts it has 
moved 50 bills through the Legislature over the past 25 
years. And lawmakers in the Big Sky State have rebelled 
against federal control of everything from wetland 
protection to the national Real ID system. 
     Under the new law, guns intended only for Montana 
would be stamped "Made in Montana." The drafters of the 
law hope to set off a legal battle with a simple Montana-
made youth-model single-shot, bolt-action .22 rifle. They 
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plan to find a "squeaky clean" Montanan who wants to 
send a note to the ATF threatening to build and sell about 
20 such rifles without federal dealership licensing. 
     If the ATF tells them it's illegal, they will sue and take 
the case all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court, if they can. 
     Similar measures have also been introduced in Texas 
and Alaska. 
     "I think states have got to stand up or else most of their 
rights are going to be buffaloed by the administration and 
by Congress," said Texas state Rep. Leo Berman. 
     Critics say exempting guns from federal laws anywhere 
would undermine efforts to stem gun violence everywhere. 
     "Guns cross state lines and they do so constantly, and 
this is a Sagebrush Rebellion-type effort to light some sort 
of fire and get something going that's pleasing to the gun 
nuts and that has very little actual sense," said Peter 
Hamm, communications director for the Brady Campaign 
to Prevent Gun Violence. 
     In a 2005 case, the U.S. Supreme Court upheld the 
enforcement of federal laws against marijuana in 
California, even if the drug is for medical purposes and is 
grown and used within the state. The court found that since 
marijuana produced in California is essentially 
indistinguishable from pot grown outside the state, the 
federal government must have the authority to regulate 
both to enforce national drug laws. 
     Randy Barnett, the lawyer and constitutional scholar 
who represented the plaintiff in the California case, said 
that Montana could argue that its "Made in Montana"-
stamped guns are unique and sufficiently segregated as to 
lie outside federal regulation. 
     Supporters of the measure say the main purpose is not 
extending gun freedoms, but curbing what they regard as 
an oppressive interpretation of the interstate commerce 
clause and federal overreach into such things as livestock 
management and education. 
     "Firearms are inextricably linked to the history and 
culture of Montana, and I'd like to support that," said 
Montana state Rep. Joel Boniek, the bill's sponsor. "But I 
want to point out that the issue here is not about firearms. 
It's about state rights." 
http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/
44005377.html 
 
09-04-29 Court: Different shootings bring same penalty 

     WASHINGTON - The Supreme Court says accidentally 
shooting a gun during the commission of a crime should 
bring the same penalties as intentionally using a firearm. 
     This came as the high court on Wednesday upheld the 
conviction and sentence of Christopher Michael Dean, 
who was arrested for trying to rob a bank in Rome, 
Georgia, in 2004. 

     A gun went off accidentally during the attempted 
robbery when Dean tried to switch the weapon from one 
hand to the other. The discharge brought an automatic 10-
year sentence for firing a weapon during a crime. Dean 
appealed, saying the automatic sentence shouldn't count 
since the firing of the gun was accidental. 
     Federal prosecutors said the law doesn't care why the 
gun went off, and the high court agreed. 
     Chief Justice John Roberts, who called it "the case of 
the bungling bank robber" in his bench statement, said the 
law "does not require that the discharge be done knowingly 
or intentionally." 
     If criminals want to avoid the penalty for accidental 
gunfire, they can "lock or unload the firearm, handle it 
with care during the underlying violent or drug trafficking 
crime, leave the gun at home or , best yet , avoid 
committing the felony in the first place," Roberts said. 
     Justices John Paul Stevens and Stephen Breyer 
dissented, saying Congress intended the automatic 
sentence to only apply to intentional discharges of 
weapons. 
     "Accidents happen, but they seldom give rise to 
criminal liability," Stevens said. "Indeed, if they cause no 
harm, they seldom give rise to any liability. The court 
today nevertheless holds that petitioner is subject to a 
mandatory additional sentence , a species of criminal 
liability , for an accident that caused no harm." 
     Roberts replied in his opinion that the accidental 
gunfire did cause harm. "By pure luck, no one was killed 
or wounded," he said. "But the gunshot plainly added to 
the trauma experienced by those held during the armed 
robbery." 
     The case is Dean v. United States, 08-5274. 
http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/politics/43982
902.html 
 
09-04-29 Hero officer in fight for gun; suspect slain 

     Back in September 2007, rookie cop Richard 
Decoatsworth took a shotgun blast in the face during a 
traffic stop in West Philadelphia and, despite his wound, 
chased a suspect two blocks before keeling over. 
     For his valor, he was invited to President Obama's 
economic address before Congress in February and sat in a 
box with Michelle Obama and Jill Biden. 
     Yesterday, Decoatsworth, 23, now with the Highway 
Patrol, was involved in another risky confrontation when a 
man charged him and tried to take his service weapon. 
     The pistol discharged in the struggle and the attacker 
might have been hit. Later, the man, whose family said was 
schizophrenic, was shot and killed when he tried to take 
another officer's gun. 
     The man was identified as Anthony Temple, 27, who 
grew up in the Logan neighborhood where he died. 
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     The drama began shortly before 1:30 p.m. on Warnock 
Street near Lindley, in Logan, when Decoatsworth, on 
routine patrol, stopped to ask a crowd at the corner to 
disperse. 
     "Then this male just charges at the officer," said Lt. 
Frank Vanore, a police spokesman. 
     "During the attack there is a struggle for the officer's 
gun and during the struggle the gun discharges one time. 
We believe that discharge hit the suspect." 
     Decoatsworth radioed for assistance, and Temple ran 
south on Warnock Street, where he encountered an officer 
from the police neighborhood-services unit. 
     "Then the male attacks that officer," Vanore said. "He 
had a pretty good handle on his gun." 
     Another officer fired twice at Temple, Vanore said. It 
was unclear how many times he was struck, but Temple, 
who police said was not armed, was pronounced dead at 
the scene. 
     "These officers had a split-second decision to make in 
how to deal with this wild, out-of-control male who 
suddenly had them in a fight for their life," Vanore said. 
     Temple's sister Kisha Grier said that she was shocked 
that her brother had been shot by the police. 
     "He didn't have a mean streak in him at all," Grier said. 
     Grier said that her brother, who grew up in Logan, had 
been diagnosed with schizophrenia years ago and was 
being treated with medication. 
     "If you would speak to him, he would speak back to you 
but with a big ol' smile on his face," Grier said. 
     The officers involved will be placed on administrative 
duties pending an investigation.  
http://www.philly.com/dailynews/local/20090429_Hero_of
ficer_in_fight_for_gun__suspect_slain.html 
 
09-04-29 Tears win coke dealer a sentencing break 

     A convicted Philadelphia drug dealer got a break from a 
federal judge yesterday after he and his family members 
made a tearful plea for leniency. 
     Antione Johnson, 23, had faced 188 to 235 months in 
prison and six years of supervised release under advisory 
sentencing guidelines. 
     At one point, as Johnson addressed U.S. District Judge 
Timothy J. Savage before sentencing, the judge asked, 
"Should I give you 188 or 235 [months]?" 
"188," Johnson replied. 
     Then, a few minutes later, Savage pronounced sentence: 
100 months, or a little more than 8 years, and 10 years of 
supervised release. (Prosecutors had asked for a little more 
than 15 years; Johnson's attorney had asked for a five-year 
sentence.) 
     Assistant U.S. Attorney Ewald Zittlau argued that 
Johnson was a career criminal. Johnson had a state drug 
conviction in 2004 and drug and gun convictions in 2005. 

The feds adopted state drug and gun charges from 2007 
and 2008 and arrested Johnson in December while he was 
out on bail. It is not uncommon for the feds to take up state 
gun cases because federal penalties for gun violations are 
tougher. 
     Johnson, who according to court testimony has never 
had a legitimate job, pleaded guilty in January to the 
federal charges. He has been in federal custody since last 
December. 
     "He doesn't get it," the prosecutor said, adding that 
Johnson was a "recidivist" who would likely commit 
further crimes unless he was sufficiently punished. 
     But defense attorney Tracy Frederick suggested that 
Johnson was a "bright, young man" who decided to "take 
the easy way out" by selling drugs but who had since 
gotten his "wake-up call." 
     Both Johnson's father and aunt vouched for Johnson 
and said that he had learned from his misdeeds and 
intended to become a law-abiding citizen. They both asked 
Savage for leniency. 
     Reading from a prepared statement, Johnson told 
Savage: "I'm not a bad kid. We all make mistakes in our 
lives but we live and learn from our mistakes." 
     Choking back tears, he promised Savage that he would 
"never" commit another crime when he's released from 
prison. "I have a 5-year-old son who needs a father in his 
life," he said. 
     Zittlau suggested that Johnson was trying to spin the 
judge. "He puts on a nice show today," the prosecutor told 
the court, referring to Johnson's statement. 
     Authorities observed Johnson selling packets of cocaine 
on Fairhill Street near York, in Kensington, on June 11, 
2007. When police approached him, he fled and then 
struggled with officers before being subdued and 
handcuffed, court papers said. 
     Cops confiscated 62 packets containing 10.5 grams of 
cocaine and 3 grams of crack from Johnson, and more than 
$1,500 in cash, court papers said. 
     On June 23, 2008, police went to York Street near 
Fairhill to investigate a shooting that had occurred earlier 
in the day. They saw Johnson, who was free on bail, on the 
street and observed a large bulge on the right side of his 
waistband, according to court papers. 
     Johnson fled, dropped the "bulge" - a gun - on the 
curbside and was quickly apprehended. Police confiscated 
a .40-caliber handgun with 14 live rounds of ammunition, 
and more than $4,800 in cash from Johnson. * 
http://www.philly.com/dailynews/local/20090429_Tears_
win_coke_dealer_a_sentencing_break.html 
 
09-04-28  N.J. high court hears gun-limit case 
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     TRENTON - The New Jersey Supreme Court heard oral 
arguments yesterday in the legal battle over a Jersey City 
ordinance that would limit handgun purchases.  
     The discussion centered on whether the 2006 ordinance 
improperly preempts existing state gun laws by limiting 
handgun purchases to one per person each month.  
     At issue is the ability of urban communities such as 
Camden, Newark, and Jersey City to reduce gun-related 
crime by more closely regulating handgun purchases.  
     Supporters of the Jersey City ordinance say urban areas 
need tighter handgun sale standards to prevent surrogates 
from buying weapons for criminals. Opponents say that 
existing laws offer sufficient protection and that the 
ordinance punishes law-abiding citizens to advance a 
national gun-control agenda.  
     "There's no legitimate reason on earth why anyone 
needs to buy five handguns a month," said Jersey City 
Mayor Jerramiah Healy.  
     New Jersey residents currently must obtain a permit 
from local law enforcement before buying a firearm. They 
can buy as many guns as they wish provided they pass a 
law enforcement review that excludes applicants with 
criminal histories and mental problems.  
     Attorney Frank Pisano, who represented the 
Association of New Jersey Rifle and Pistol Clubs, told the 
court that collectors and investors often bought many 
handguns simultaneously when a valuable gun collection 
became available. He said it was unreasonable to suggest 
people providing criminals with illegal handguns would be 
willing to undergo a lengthy permit review by law 
enforcement.  
     "There's no rational basis for this ordinance," Pisano 
said. "It targets the tool and not the criminal."  
     "It's 100 percent politics," Frank Caso, owner of Jersey 
City's only operating gun store, said of the ordinance. "It 
doesn't make any sense to punish legal gun owners for the 
actions of criminals."  
     Jersey City attorney Bill Matsikoudis told the seven 
members of the state's highest court that Caso's Gun-O-
Rama Inc. sold weapons used in 87 gun crimes from 1989 
to 1997 and made 166 multiple gun sales from 1995 to 
2000. He blamed gun-industry lobbyists for blocking 
passage of a state bill that would limit handgun purchases 
to one per month. It's stalled in the state Senate after being 
approved by the Assembly.  
     Healy said he would issue an executive order directing 
his city's police not to approve more than one handgun 
permit a month for each applicant if the Supreme Court 
rules against the ordinance, which never has been 
implemented. It was defeated in state court Dec. 13, 2006, 
and lost an appeal in September 2008.  
     Bryan Miller, executive director of CeaseFire NJ, said 
his organization supported the ordinance. However, he 

said, what's really needed is a statewide law that mirrors it. 
Otherwise, illegal handgun buyers will just move to 
neighboring cities to make purchases.  
     "Cities like Camden and Newark have no gun shops 
within their bounds, yet suffer mightily from gun 
violence," Miller said.  
     Supreme Court Judge Barry Albin drew laughs at one 
point when he asked Pisano to walk him through the 
current permit process as a law-abiding citizen seeking to 
buy four guns simultaneously.  
     "So I want one for my bedroom, one for my living 
room, one for my bathroom while I'm taking a shower, and 
one for my kitchen while I'm cooking," Albin said. "What 
happens?"  
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/local/43860567.html 
 
09-04-28  Deputy quits after wife, mom-in-law take 

squad car 

     LAKELAND, Fla. - A Polk County deputy has turned 
in his badge after his wife and mother-in-law took his 
patrol car out for a joyride. Officials said the 44-year-old 
deputy resigned Monday after serving 21 years with the 
sheriff's office. 
     The arrest report said his wife and mother-in-law face 
charges of vehicle theft, theft of a firearm and 
impersonating a law-enforcement officer. His wife also 
faces charges of possession of a firearm of a convicted 
felon. 
     A third person riding in the back seat also was arrested. 
     Witnesses reporting seeing the patrol car driving 
erratically in Lakeland on Sunday morning. The deputy 
apparently didn't know the car was taken. 
http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/features/43896902.
html 
 
09-04-28  Shooter claims victim rushed, punched him 

     Joel Atkin admitted on the spot that he fired the fatal 
shot Saturday that took the life of 30-year-old Jayson Sack. 
     But Atkin, who is 22 and a 2007 graduate of the 
criminal-justice program at Mercyhurst North East, 
suggested that circumstances forced him to pull the trigger, 
telling police that Sack stood in the street and would not 
let him pass. 
     Witnesses to the shooting Saturday evening tell a 
different story. 
     They said Sack walked out to the street to yell at a 
passing motorist to slow down as the motorist drove 
through the 2200 block of East 20th Street. 
     Vinny Sack, the shooting victim's brother, said that by 
the time he made it from his home to the street, the driver 
was out of the car and pointing a gun at his brother. Vinny 
Sack said his brother was shot fatally when he tried to 
disarm Atkin. 
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     When Erie Detective Sgt. Dan Dacus arrived at about 8 
p.m., he found Atkin standing at the rear of a blue Saturn 
sedan, talking on a cell phone. 
     According to the affidavit of probable cause, Atkin 
yelled to Dacus, "Sir, I have a gun. I'm the one that shot 
him." 
     Atkin, who surrendered his gun, a .357-caliber revolver 
that was in a pocket of the shorts he was wearing, told 
police he was a criminal-justice major and was aware of 
his rights. 
     He also offered to help, offering police his account of 
what had happened. 
     Erie police said Atkin told them: "He (Jayson Sack) 
blocked the road and he wouldn't move. I called 911 and 
told them that I had a guy at gunpoint. That's when he 
rushed me and started attacking me, punching me." 
     Atkin told police he kept one empty chamber in the 
gun's cylinder so it wouldn't accidentally go off. 
As a result, Atkin told police, he had to fire more than 
once. 
     "I pulled the trigger, and it clicked," he told police, 
according to the criminal complaint. "I pulled the trigger 
again, and it went off." 
     Kevin Sack, father of Jayson Sack, doesn't disagree that 
his son might have exposed himself to harm by trying to 
disarm Atkin. 
     But he doesn't question his son's judgment either. 
     "If it wasn't for the kids out there -- I think to him, he 
would rather take the bullet than let one of those kids get 
hit," Kevin Sack said. "I think he did the noblest thing. He 
gave his life to protect." 
     Kevin Sack said that in one respect, he's not surprised 
that his son, a U.S. Army veteran, died standing up for 
someone. 
     "He was a courageous person, a very strong person," he 
said. "He wasn't afraid of anything." 
District Attorney Brad Foulk said Atkin had a permit to 
carry a concealed weapon. The handgun involved in the 
shooting was not his, however. 
     "We are still investigating the ownership of the gun," 
Foulk said. 
     In some situations in which a person claims self-
defense, charges are not even filed. 
     This isn't one of those cases, said Erin Connelly, the 
assistant district attorney handling the case. 
She said Atkin's account of events "wasn't consistent with 
any of the other witnesses." 
     Atkin, a 2004 graduate of Iroquois High School, was 
arraigned Sunday by Erie 5th Ward District Judge Joseph 
Lefaiver on charges of homicide, aggravated assault, 
recklessly endangering another person and possession of 
instruments of crime. He is being held in the Erie County 
Prison. 

 
http://www.goerie.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=200930
4289961 
 
09-04-28  City police to carry more firepower  

Semiautomatic rifles ordered for patrol officers 

     Outgunned in Stanton Heights, where three officers 
were killed earlier this month, the Pittsburgh Police Bureau 
will begin equipping patrol officers with tactical rifles in 
June. 
     With the purchase of 46 Smith & Wesson M&P15 
rifles, the bureau hopes to give the officers who arrive first 
on the scene of an incident a weapon with enough range 
and accuracy to deal with the kind of firepower seen April 
4, when a shooter was armed with an AK-47 assault-style 
weapon. 
     The rifle is the civilian version of the M-16 rifle used 
by the U.S. military. 
     "It will enable us to engage the assailant from a longer 
distance," said Deputy Chief Paul Donaldson. With 
training, an officer could hit a target up to 300 yards away, 
he said. 
     They are the same rifles employed by the city's SWAT 
unit. 
     The police hope the rifles rarely will be removed from 
locking racks in the patrol cars, except to turn them in at 
the end of a shift. 
     "These weapons are more like a scalpel that surgeons 
use," said Dan O'Hara, president of the Fraternal Order of 
Police Lodge 1, which represents the city's officers. "They 
are going to be very limited in what their purpose is." 
     Police now carry handguns and each of the six zones 
has a number of Remington Model 870 shotguns that 
trained officers can sign out at the beginning of the shift 
and turn in at the end. 
     Chief Donaldson said the rifle "is more accurate. It's 
more controlled. ... And a shotgun is pretty ineffective 
beyond 50 yards." 
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     The bureau has been reviewing its firepower needs for 
some time, but the killings of officers Eric G. Kelly, Paul 
J. Sciullo II and Stephen J. Mayhle added urgency. "The 
events that we've experienced have showed us that perhaps 
they do need more capability," said Public Safety Director 
Michael Huss. 
     The city settled on the semiautomatic, 35-inch-long, 
seven-pound M&P15, with a 30-round capacity, in part 
because it could be delivered more quickly than the similar 
Colt rifle. Mr. Huss said the city will pay more than $800 
each for the rifles, which list for $1,400, under a state 
contract. 
     Chief Donaldson said the locking racks will cost $280 
each, for a total of $30,000. The bureau also will buy 
ammunition, the cost of which was not available yesterday. 
     Mr. Huss said the city has identified a federal grant that 
it expects to receive that may cover the costs. If not, the 
city will find another funding source. 
     Each of the six zone stations will get six rifles, which 
can be checked out at the beginning of a shift by any 
officer who has had the appropriate training, and then 
returned at the end. The training academy will get the other 
10 rifles, which can be taken to the scene of a crisis. 
     Mr. Huss said incorporating the rifles means "new 
procedures. It takes an extensive amount of training." 
     Chief Donaldson said the bureau will offer a three-day 
training course, probably to 10 officers at a time. The 
bureau already has three or four instructors certified by 
Smith & Wesson to train others in the use of the M&P15, 
and plans to develop more instructors, he said. 
     "This is all going to cost money, but it's worth every 
dime," said Elizabeth Pittinger, executive director of the 
Citizen Police Review Board. She said there should be 
protocols in place that generally reserve the rifle "to 
combat and stop an immediate, lethal threat of such a 
magnitude that without using high firepower, there's going 
to be a disaster." 
     The city's SWAT team has had rifles for some time, but 
it can take 30 minutes to an hour for the whole unit to 
assemble, said Ms. Pittinger. In the meantime, patrol 
officers need to have the appropriate equipment to do more 
then just secure a perimeter and wait for SWAT. 
     Suburban chiefs -- some of whom have long equipped 
their patrol officers with similar firepower -- said 
yesterday the rifles are a good investment even if they are 
never used, because of the message they send to criminals, 
and to the officers themselves. 
     "We've had patrol rifles in the cars since the late '70s," 
said Penn Hills Police Chief Howard Burton. "Fortunately, 
we have not used them, but we've taken them out on 
numerous occasions" in situations when shots were fired. 
     "When an officer goes out on duty, he has a 
responsibility to bring a patrol rifle with him," said Mt. 

Lebanon Deputy Chief Gene Roach. "We've not had to use 
it in the field for an actual situation." 
     Mr. O'Hara said the bureau may eventually allow 
officers to take their own rifles on the job, as long as they 
match the bureau's specifications and the officer has the 
needed training. The union may ask the city to pay half the 
cost of an officer's private rifle, provided the officer pays 
part of it back if he or she leaves the bureau within a 
certain number of years. 
     City Council Public Safety Chair Bruce Kraus said he 
supports the rifle purchase. 

 
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/09118/966001-53.stm 
 
 
09-04-28  In its sights: The city must defend its gun law 

against the NRA 

     As badges of honor go, Pittsburgh could do worse than 
being sued by the National Rifle Association, whose 
fundamentalist view of Second Amendment rights has 
confounded sanity in a nation plagued by gun violence. 
     While a threatening suit from any quarter demands 
concern, dismay should not be the reaction now that the 
NRA has sued Pittsburgh over the stolen-gun ordinance 
that City Council passed last December. This is no 
surprise. This cold-blooded action is typical of what the 
NRA does. 
     When council voted 6-1 to pass the ordinance, it knew 
that the city law department believed it might not hold up 
in court. It knew that Mayor Luke Ravenstahl, although 
sympathetic to the effort, believed it was unenforceable 
and pre-empted by state law. (The mayor allowed the 
ordinance to become law without his signature.) 
     But council went ahead anyway -- because, as the Post-
Gazette said at the time, it was important to send a 
message to members of the Legislature that cities like 
Pittsburgh needed help to combat gun violence. It also 
went ahead because its chief sponsors believed that a 
reasonable legal argument could be made on its behalf. 
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     This view may be optimistic but it is not entirely 
fanciful. The NRA suit cites state law barring 
municipalities from regulating the "ownership, possession 
or transportation of firearms." But as Councilman Bruce 
Kraus said, the ordinance he sponsored "only requires 
timely reporting once discovery is made that that firearm is 
lost or stolen. How does that stop you from possessing a 
handgun?" Of course it doesn't. 
     The city ordinance requires only that a gun owner 
report the loss or theft of a firearm within 24 hours of 
discovering this. Failure to do so can mean a $500 fine for 
a first offense and $1,000 for a second. 
     Having gone this far, the city should give the NRA a 
fight. If Pittsburgh loses the initial round, that will be the 
time to decide that an appeal might not be wise, given 
continuing financial restraints. 
     For the moment, let the NRA be seen confronting a 
reasonable piece of legislation targeted at keeping guns out 
of the hands of criminals through so-called straw 
purchases. Perhaps state lawmakers can consider the 
character of an organization prepared to bring such a legal 
action even as the city still mourns the loss of three police 
officers to gun violence. http://www.post-
gazette.com/pg/09118/965945-192.stm 
 
09-04-28 NY State Assembly on line to pass a number 

of gun control bills  
-- next stop is state Senate 
     Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver and Assembly Codes 
Committee Chair Joseph Lentol today announced the 
Assembly's expected passage of a legislative package to 
combat gun violence. 
     "The bills will enhance safety by assisting police in 
their efforts to investigate illegal firearms, prohibiting 
felons from buying guns, requiring child-proof devices on 
guns and banning advanced firearms and ammunition used 
to kill police officers," according to a press release from 
Silver's office. 
     According to Silver's press release: "New York is one 
of the safest states in the nation and it must stay that way," 
said Silver (D-Manhattan). To achieve this, we must craft 
laws that prevent dangerous felons from possessing 
weapons while assisting law enforcement agencies as they 
combat gun trafficking. Although the majority of gun 
owners are law-abiding citizens, we must ensure that guns 
do not fall into the hands of violent felons or children. This 
package contains bills that address public safety, while 
weighing the needs of hunters and sportspeople." 
     Such bills pass the state Assembly every year and 
usually die in the state Senate, which in year's past has 
been dominated by Republicans. This year, however, could 
be different as the Democrats are now the majority in the 
Senate. A group of local sportsman and other pro-gun 

interests are expected to rally Wednesday in Albany to 
protest passage by the Assembly of these bills. 
     Silver added that this year's legislation, considered this 
week in recognition of National Crime Victims Week, was 
introduced in remembrance of the tenth anniversary of the 
1999 Columbine High School shooting and the 13 victims 
of the recent shooting in Binghamton. 
     "Last year, the Assembly successfully passed 
legislation which was enacted that creates a comprehensive 
database to help prevent people suffering from serious 
mental illnesses from purchasing guns," said Lentol (D-
Brooklyn). "This year, we will continue pushing for smart 
gun laws to protect communities across New York. 
Today's legislation sets important record keeping and 
reporting standards for gun dealers and pawn shops and 
prohibits the sale of ammunition which serves no practical 
purpose yet possesses the capacity to pierce through 
protective bulletproof vests. Additionally, our legislation 
helps police investigate gun-related crimes through 
manufacturer identification of firearms." 
     One bill requires the re-licensing and recertification of 
firearms permits after five years (A.801A/Paulin). This 
will help ensure that licensing authorities have the 
oversight they need to protect the public while balancing 
the legitimate constitutional rights of gun owners. Another 
bill creates the Children's Weapon Accident Protection Act 
which requires that there be a weapons-safety program for 
schoolchildren and creates crimes of failing to safely store 
firearms (A.5844/Weisenberg). 
     The legislative package also addresses public safety by 
requiring all firearms sold in the state to be childproof 
(A.1326/Englebright) and capable of microstamping 
ammunition (A.6468/Schimel), and by instituting 
background checks for firearms sold at pawn shops 
(A.7574/Hoyt). Another bill requires stringent 
recordkeeping and reporting of gun sales, liability 
insurance and employee training for gunsmiths to prevent 
the sale of guns through so-called "straw purchases" 
(A.1093/Paulin). 
     Other measures in the Assembly gun package would:  
     - Protect the safety of law enforcement personnel by 
prohibiting the sale and ownership of ammunition 
designed to fragment or explode upon impact and pierce 
body armor (A.2881/Koon); 
· Require law enforcement authorities to record projectiles, 
shell casings and guns in their possession which they 
suspect were used in a gun crime into an electronic 
databank (A.2882A/Koon); 
· Ban the sale, use or possession of 50-caliber or larger 
weapons, and creates a program to recall those currently 
legally owned (A.3211A/Eddington); 
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- Define a "disguised gun" to include those weapons 
designed and intended to appear to be a toy gun and ban 
their production and sale. (A.5078/Lentol); 
- Encourage responsible gun ownership by establishing a 
standard firearms safety course for people applying for a 
gun license (A.3076B/Kavanagh); 
- Add to the definition of assault weapon to include 
additional weapons (A.6157/Titone); and 
· Empower courts to revoke licenses and seize weapons of 
certain individuals who could present a threat to the public 
(A.7733/Lupardo). 
http://blog.syracuse.com/outdoors/2009/04/state_assembly
_expected_to_pas.html 
 
09-04-28 Cleveland man found guilty of killing toddler 

     ELYRIA - A Cleveland man pleaded guilty this 
morning to killing his girlfriend’s 2-year-old son in 2007. 
     Damien Hiley, 23, could be sentenced to 10 years in 
prison for charges of involuntary manslaughter, felonious 
assault and two counts of endangering children for the 
beating death of Nicolas Shaw. Prosecutors agreed to 
reduce his murder charge to the manslaughter. 
     Hiley was the boyfriend of Nicolas’ mother, but not the 
boy’s biological father, police have said. Nicolas was 
injured at a Pin Oak Drive apartment in Lorain, where he 
lived with his mother. He was taken to St. John West 
Shore Hospital in Westlake the night of Sept. 10, 2007 by 
his mother. 
     Later that night, he was transferred to Rainbow Babies 
and Childrens Hospital in Cleveland, where he died the 
next morning. 
     It appeared Nicolas was beaten, according to Cuyahoga 
County Coroner Frank Miller. Miller ruled Nicolas’ death 
a homicide and said he died from multiple blows to the 
head. 
http://www.morningjournal.com/articles/2009/04/28/news/
doc49f71942a565a012139409.txt 
 
09-04-27  Nugent Electrifies Gun-Rights Backers 

     Spring had arrived in earnest, the sun shone brightly 
and the sky was clear as sportsmen rode up the verdant 
woods to practice shooting and archery last Saturday. The 
Commonwealth Foundation’s Live Free PA event couldn’t 
have come happened on a better weekend. 
     That’s not just because of the weather. The men and 
women who arrived at the Eltonsville Sportsmen’s 
Association came to celebrate their right to keep and bear 
arms under the Second Amendment. The Commonwealth 
Foundation began planning the event about a year ago, but 
it happened to land on a date just a few weeks after Gov. 
Ed Rendell, D, began a new push for more gun control. 
     After target practice around midday, rock songwriter 
and guitarist Ted Nugent spoke to the Live Free 

participants, as he pushed back against recent calls for 
greater restrictions on gun rights. Consistent with his 
reputation, he was articulate and upbeat. 
      “Your life is a precious gift from God,” he said. “You 
deserve, and I believe we have a duty to protect and defend 
it.” 
      Recent high-profile crimes, particularly police 
shootings in Philadelphia and Pittsburgh, have boosted the 
case for gun control in the eyes of some public officials. 
Mr. Nugent asked Americans to consider how firearms be 
more part of the solution than the problem. 
     He said jurisdictions in the United States with looser 
gun laws have lower crime rates than those that don’t. His 
assertion is backed by some prominent researchers, such as 
the University of Maryland’s John Lott. Mr. Nugent urged 
citizens to consider the good that gun ownership has done 
many crime victims. 
      “Anti-gunners side with rapists,” the musician and 
sportsman told his audience. “Either you like the rapists 
shot, or you like the rapists raping.” 
      He also said the push to limit gun purchases in cities 
like Philadelphia and Pittsburgh ignores the experience of 
other cities. Chicago, he noted, has enacted gun control to 
become an essentially “gun-free zone,” but has nonetheless 
seen crime rates skyrocket. 
      “Ed Rendell sees the dead bodies and wants more of 
this,” Mr. Nugent said. “I’m a different species. I don’t like 
increased innocent death. I like decreased innocent death.” 
      Mr. Rendell has won the support of police unions and 
other law-enforcement organizations for his the anti-gun 
case, but Mr. Nugent said he would have less success if he 
sought the backing of rank-and-file officers. 
      “In the vast majority of the instances,” he said, the anti-
gun officers are “bureaucrats and desk jockeys.” 
      He has some firsthand knowledge of law enforcement, 
having served as a deputy sheriff in Michigan and a deputy 
constable in Texas. 
      After rousing the fervor of several dozen gun-rights 
supporters, he gave them a demonstration of his archery 
skills, refined by decades of practice. He landed several 
arrows perfectly on three targets shaped like a turkey, a 
deer and a bear. 
     It was a unique setting for a Commonwealth Foundation 
event. The organization spends most of its time defending 
Pennsylvanians’ economic liberties. But the think tank’s 
president, Matthew Brouillette, said “the other freedoms 
that we’ve got under attack” deserve attention as well. 
      “We don’t need a nanny state to tell us how to live,” he 
said. “We’re free Americans and should be treated as such 
by our government.” 
http://thebulletin.us/articles/2009/04/27/news/local_state/d
oc49f53cad86af1170412060.txt 
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09-04-27  Philadelphians Walk Against Gun Violence 

     Philadelphia — More than 500 people gathered at 
LaSalle University yesterday for the third annual Legs 
Against Arms run and walk against illegal firearms, 
organized by Philadelphia Physicians for Social 
Responsibility (PPSR). 
     Legs Against Arms raised about $30,000 last year and 
hopes it will have raised roughly that amount this year 
once all the proceeds are in. But organizers did not view 
the occasion primarily as a fundraiser. 
      “We really don’t look at it as a way to raise money as 
much as a way to raise awareness,” Bill King, vice 
president of PPSR said yesterday. 
      Mayor Michael Nutter, D, and State Rep. Dwight 
Evans, D-203rd, of Philadelphia, made brief remarks to the 
participants, thanking PPSR and its partner organizations 
for their efforts to support educational anti-violence 
programs. The mayor lauded them for reaching young 
people through the schools and thanked them for showing 
up in large numbers for the walk. 
      “Education works!” he said, referencing the 
EducationWorks anti-poverty nonprofit that joined PPSR 
for yesterday’s event. 
      Among the walkers and runners was “Team Trish,” a 
group of friends and family of Patricia McDermott, a wife 
and mother who lost her life to Philadelphia’s gun-violence 
epidemic in May 2005 while leaving her bus to work at 
Pennsylvania Hospital. 
      While Legs Against Arms had education and public 
service as its primary goals, speakers also entreated 
government officials to support gun-control legislation. 
      “Philadelphia’s violence epidemic has become a threat 
to public health,” PPSR Executive Director Patricia Harner 
said to the crowd of participants. “That threat must be 
countered by public action…. We’ve seen Harrisburg send 
sensible gun legislation out the door.” 
      Currently, Mr. Evans and other (mainly Democratic) 
legislators in Harrisburg are attempting to allow 
municipalities like Philadelphia the option of enacting 
their own gun-control policies to complement state 
regulations. They also hope to disallow residents from 
purchasing more than one gun per month and require 
missing or stolen firearms to be reported as such within 24 
hours. 
http://thebulletin.us/articles/2009/04/27/top_stories/bullet_
points/doc49f53cc306089130327516.txt 
 
09-04-27  Second Amendment challenge looms 

     President Barack Obama says he is reluctant to take the 
lead in antagonizing gun owners through new 
infringements upon Second Amendment rights. But House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, who represents a liberal district of 
California, has no such qualms. 

     During an appearance last week, Pelosi made it clear 
that a gun registration law is high on liberal lawmakers' 
agenda. "We want them registered," she said of Americans' 
firearms. 
     At the same time, Pelosi insisted that there is no 
conspiracy to confiscate guns from law-abiding owners. 
She claims that would not be possible even if liberals 
wanted to do it, because of a Supreme Court decision 
regarding a handgun ban in the District of Columbia. 
     It has been pointed out, however, that the high court's 
ruling in that case came on a vote of 5-4. Appointment of 
one additional liberal justice - which is probable during the 
Obama administration - could change that. A registration 
law would lay the groundwork for what Pelosi-style 
liberals have wanted for years - strict limits or outright 
bans on private ownership of guns. 
     Registration laws and limited bans prevent crime, the 
liberals say. But such laws are in effect in places such as 
Washington, D.C., and Chicago - which remain two of the 
most violent cities in America. 
     Gun owners are correct to worry about Pelosi's plan. It 
may be the prelude to an all-out attack on Americans' 
Second Amendment rights. 
http://www.lockhaven.com/page/content.detail/id/510186.
html?nav=5004 
 
09-04-27  Sheriff: Soldier killed 2 Fla. deputies in 

arrest 

     NICEVILLE, Fla. – More than 300 employees of a 
troubled Sheriff's Office in Florida gathered Sunday night 
to hear first hand how two of their own were killed a day 
earlier by a National Guard soldier they were trying to 
arrest for beating his wife. 
     They joined hands in prayer and shared tears and hugs 
as Okaloosa County's Interim Sheriff Ed Spooner tried to 
explain what went wrong during the brief shootout that left 
deputies Burt Lopez and Warren "Skip" York dead. 
     Their killer, Joshua Cartwright, was shot and killed 
soon after following a car chase into a neighboring county. 
     Spooner said the deputies had no information to make 
them think Cartwright would turn his weapons on them. 
     "This went from zero to 100 in a matter of minutes. In 
three minutes it turned from a passive discussion to a 
shooting, it was one heck of mess," the sheriff told the 
group. Spooner was appointed to take over the department 
in Florida's panhandle by Gov. Charlie Crist just eight 
weeks ago after the previous sheriff was arrested by FBI 
agents on corruption charges. 
     Fellow law officers remembered Lopez for his calm 
demeanor and his love for his family. They remembered 
York as a free spirit who enjoyed riding his Harley 
Davidson motorcycle. Both men had retired from careers 
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with the Air Force at nearby Eglin Air Force Base when 
they joined the department. 
     Capt. J.D. Peacock supervised both men during his 20 
years at the sheriff's office. 
Peacock said Lopez, a father of five, was especially good 
at defusing tense situations such as domestic abuse calls. 
     "He was the person you would want in a confrontation 
because he calmed people down," he said. 
     Peacock rode with York as part of a Harley Davidson 
motorcycle club that recently took a trip to the Florida 
Keys. He described him as "a fun-loving, free spirit," who 
loved talking about his 10-year-old son. 
     Lopez and York went to a shooting range to arrest 
Cartwright after Cartwright's wife went to an area hospital 
for domestic abuse injures. 
     Spooner said they stopped Cartwright near his truck as 
he left the shooting range and tried to arrest him. 
Cartwright began arguing and resisting arrest and York 
used a stun gun to subdue him. Cartwright began shooting 
while on the ground. 
     "Within seconds he sat up and began firing a weapon 
that came out of nowhere, it was somewhere on his body 
we assume," he said. 
     Spooner said York "unloaded his gun," in his exchange 
of gunfire with Cartwright. He said Lopez entered 
Cartwright's truck and was shot and killed there. 
     Spooner said that between 30 and 40 rounds were 
exchanged between Cartwright and the two deputies. 
Officials are awaiting autopsy results to determine whether 
either of the slain deputies struck Cartwright before they 
died. 
     Both deputies were wearing bulletproof vests but were 
shot in areas not protected by the vests, Spooner said. 
     In the chase that followed, Cartwright's truck flipped on 
its side after the tires were punctured by spikes at a 
roadblock. The soldier came out shooting, Spooner said.  
     Investigators say Cartwright and deputies at the 
roadblock exchanged about 60 rounds in 30 to 40 seconds 
before he was killed.  
     It was the third death of a deputy at the department in 
less than a year. Deputy Anthony Forgione died in July 
after he was shot by a suicidal man who had barricade 
himself in a home.  
     In another blow to the department, Sheriff Charles 
Morris was arrested in February by FBI agents while on a 
gambling trip to Las Vegas.  
     Morris and his former office manager, Teresa Adams, 
were indicted by a federal grand jury on Thursday on theft, 
money laundering and conspiracy charges.  
     Larry Carter, the department's senior chaplain, said 
department employees had been preparing a May memorial 
service for Forgione trying to put Morris' arrest behind 
them when the shootings happened.  

     "All the things that keep happening, it's like a scab that 
keeps getting peeled back over and over," he said.  
     Investigators said Cartwright was not a war veteran. 
Spooner said the Florida National Guard soldier was 
interested in militia movements and weapons training.  
     In November, authorities arrested him for domestic 
battery, and that charge was pending.  
     Neighbor Aaron Walp worked as a bartender at a Fort 
Walton Beach bar where Cartwright was a bouncer two 
years ago.  
     "He had a difficult time leaving his personal problems 
at home. If you gave him a chance he'd start talking," Walp 
said.  
     And Walp said Cartwright's brooding ways made his 
fellow employees uncomfortable.  
     "He had a violent side," he said.  
     Cartwright carried a flashlight with a sharp attachment 
that he threatened to use on customers who got out of line, 
he said.  
     Destiny Harder lived next door to the Cartwrights at the 
Fort Walton Beach apartment complex.  
     Harder said she was often disturbed by their loud 
arguments and had banged on the wall between the two 
apartments Saturday morning after she was awakened by 
their fighting. 
 
09-04-26 BANG, BANG! 

     As a child I grew up with a gun in the house. It was my 
father's shotgun that was kept in the cellar. It was not 
hidden or locked away, and I never had any reason to 
touch it. I should add that my father was born in 1898 and 
he kept the gun for his annual "hunting trips" with an old 
crony. Each fall they would embark on a trek through the 
still-available woods in search of squirrels, rabbits, birds, 
and whatever other game came into their view. I always 
thought this was cruel, and since my mother disapproved 
also my father never brought any of his catches home but 
let his shooting pal take them.     Upon returning home, the 
gun went back into its canvas bag and sat in the cellar until 
the following year. 
     My next encounter with guns was with my high school 
boyfriend's father. He took his sons-and me-out to an 
impromptu range to shoot pistols at targets. He showed us 
how to hold the guns, how to aim at the target and fire. At 
that point in my life I didn't know that I needed glasses. 
Eye exams had consisted only of the elementary school 
"eye tests" looking at letters from across a room. From that 
distance I could see fine. I could also see close up, 
although I got headaches if I read for a long time. Anyhow, 
when I held the gun and tried to look at the targets, I used 
my stronger left eye to site and my right eye to aim. This 
confounded my boyfriend, who wore thick and necessary 
glasses. He did a good job of hitting the target, and the 
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whole purpose of the shooting event was to make us aware 
of guns and their safe use. In many "field trips", my 
boyfriend's father allowed me to participate in his family's 
activities that I could never have experienced otherwise. 
     Finishing high school put my boyfriend, one year ahead 
of me, into Air Force ROTC. The next year I graduated 
into the great national dissent over the Viet Nam War. 
College campuses were home to frequent anti-war 
demonstrations. The nation was torn apart over the 
government's decision to put our men into a jungle fighting 
an enemy that really wasn't ours based on the premise that 
they were "containing" the Communist presence of that 
nation's next door neighbor. At that time, our country still 
placed all young men on the list to be drafted into the 
Army when they turned eighteen. "Draft cards" were 
issued when registration took place. I personally knew 
people who were "drafted" and went to Viet Nam. Guns 
were their means of survival every minute of every day, 
regardless of their feelings about them. Some fortunately 
came home; some were sent home as the result of injuries 
they sustained in battle; and at least one came home in a 
coffin. 
     The political upheaval at the end of the Viet Nam War 
ultimately resulted in the end of the military draft. Guns 
then were a matter of choice, not necessity. I honestly don't 
recall there being a "gun issue" in our country. Police had 
them, hunters had them, civilians had them if they wished, 
and their use was protected under the Second Amendment 
to our Constitution giving citizens the Right to Bear Arms. 
An organization called the NRA (National Rifle 
Association) promoted that right, and today it is a major 
force in the maintenance of that constitutional right. But 
today there are forces that are defying that right, and our 
nation is once again plunged into a battle, but not about 
USING GUNS, but FIGHTING FOR OR AGAINST 
THEIR USE. 
     As the country saw the tenth anniversary of what 
became known as the "Columbine Shootings" in which a 
pair of high school students went through the school 
killing whomever they happened to encounter, it brought to 
the front of our consciousness (and the media's) the issue 
of GUNS. Where? Why? How? Remembrances of those 
who died filled the papers and the TV. Add to this the 
more recent shooting binges undertaken by a single 
gunman who murdered people waiting to become U.S. 
citizens in Binghamton, New York, and the slaughter that 
took place across two campuses of Virginia Tech and you 
have the makings of a sudden rise in mass shootings. 
Fortunately for us, the public, the shooters ended their 
sprees by killing themselves. Reasons for these events are 
the topics of discussion on talk shows, news shows, in 
magazines and newspapers to this day. No doubt they will 

fill pages of textbooks that will offer theories and 
rationales. 
     But one aspect of these events that has caused a major 
point to be raised is this: would the bystanders/victims 
have been better off if THEY HAD ALSO HAD GUNS? 
One brave TV network aired a show called "If I Only Had 
A Gun" that asked college students to volunteer for a 
program about gun use. It was actually filmed at 
Muhlenberg College in Pennsylvania after the group had 
been shown how to operate Glock handguns and given 
rudimentary practice in shooting them. The group didn't 
know that some of them were NOT students but police 
acting as such in a classroom setting. During a lecture a 
gun-brandishing person burst into the room. All the 
students, who had the Glocks they'd been given, were 
filmed to show what might actually happen if an assault 
happened to people that were armed. Would it prevent the 
carnage that ensued with the unarmed victims of recent 
shootings? 
     What happened was interesting. Some students began to 
scream. Some ducked under the tables. One young man 
tried to respond with the gun but got it stuck in his shirt 
while attempting to pull it on the intruder. Someone else 
shot himself in the leg. When the "masked intruder" 
showed himself to be the instructor, all were amazed, 
embarrassed, annoyed, and much more. Had they felt safer 
because they had guns? Would they have been willing to 
shoot the intruder even if they might have accidentally shot 
another student? In that fleeting instant could they have 
even known what to do? Without admitting to taking sides 
in this dilemma, the network appeared to be showing that 
having a gun did not help in this staged situation and 
would not help out in the real world. Other opinions in the 
nights that followed were that the show's viewpoint was 
not neutral but was skewed AGAINST the value of the 
gun. Here is the article: 
 
 "IF I ONLY HAD A GUN," A REPORT BY DIANE 

SAWYER AND DAVID MUIR, ON ABC NEWS' 

"20/20," FRIDAY, APRIL 10 

     When it comes to protecting yourself, you may think "if 

I only had a gun." But if you had a gun, could you protect 

yourself in a crisis? How easy is it to obtain a gun? And 

what explains the nearly irresistible attraction of young 

people to firearms? Diane Sawyer investigates, with 

reporting by David Muir, on "If I Only Had a Gun," airing 

on "20/20," FRIDAY, APRIL 10 (10:00-11:00 p.m., ET) on 

the ABC Television Network. The hour also features 

hidden camera experiments and expert analysis. 

     There are an estimated 250-300 million guns in civilian 

hands in this country - almost enough to arm every man, 

woman and child in America. In fact, Americans are 
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believed to own a third of all the existing firearms in the 

world. And that number is quickly growing: Last year 

there were 12 million background checks of people buying 

guns or getting or renewing a permit. America also has the 

highest rate of gun violence in the industrial world.  

Reports include: 

     Why shouldn't we all have guns? Almost half of all 

handgun owners say self defense is their primary reason 

for owning a gun. But can they get to their gun in time 

when in a crisis situation? Can they aim accurately? And 

what is the chance they will hit someone innocent instead 

of their target? "20/20? set up a hidden camera 

experiment to see what would happen if everyone, 

including those with gun training, had a gun when an 

armed intruder bursts through the door. Diane Sawyer 

reports. 

     How easy is it to buy a gun? In 33 states across the 

country, anyone can walk into one of the hundreds of gun 

shows held each year and buy a gun without a background 

check run and no questions asked. In the two years since 

Omar Samaha's sister, Reema was murdered at Virginia 

Tech, he has been fighting to close the gun show loophole, 

a step the Virginia governor and other authorities urged 

lawmakers to take. Has anything changed? David Muir 

follows Omar as he buys guns in Virginia at a gun show. 

How many can he procure in an hour and how many 

questions will he be asked? 

     The effect of gun violence on one neighborhood, as seen 

through the eyes of a child: Ten-year-old Damon Weaver 

is a pint-size reporter with a super sized dream: to 

interview President Obama about what he plans to do 

about the gun violence that has torn apart his town of 

Pahokee, Florida. In the last year, 14 people were 

murdered in his neighborhood. To see the devastating 

effects of gun violence in one community through the eyes 

of a child, Damon reports first-hand for "20/20," 

interviewing friends who've lost family members, 

townspeople, as well as the sheriff's office about problems 

and solutions. Diane Sawyer first met Weaver during the 

network's Presidential Inauguration coverage in January. 

     What is the irresistible attraction of young people to 

guns? It is not uncommon to hear news reports about 

young people playing with their parent's guns and 

accidentally shooting their friends, sometimes killing them. 

Statistics show that more 18-22 year olds die from 

accidental shootings than any other age group. Shouldn't 

college aged kids know better than to play with a gun? 

"20/20? puts some of these kids to the test in a provocative 

experiment during which they find hidden guns while 

cleaning out a garage. Who will tell the adult about their 

find, who will pack it away without a word and who will 

play with the gun? And does peer pressure factor into 

unsafe behavior?  

     When doing research for this article, I came across the 
following in Outdoorsman Magazine which relates to the 
guns issue. 

 

Issues to Watch 

January 2009 By JOSH GOODMAN 

Ten topics that will shape debate in state legislatures in 

2009:Guns 

     The U.S. Supreme Court's landmark decision on gun 

control last June established a private right to own 

firearms. Whether District of Columbia v. Heller will be a 

boon for the National Rifle Association and its allies isn't 

clear yet because few places have gun laws as restrictive 

as the one that the court struck down. But Heller also left 

some room for gun opponents to make a new case before 

state legislatures. 

     Brian Malte, director of state legislation for the Brady 

Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence, believes Heller will 

actually help the cause of gun control. The reason: Now 

that the Court has said guns can't be banned entirely, the 

NRA can't cast milder restrictions on gun ownership, such 

as safe-storage laws, as secret steps toward government 

taking people's guns away. "A lot of times they were able 

to scare legislators," Malte says. "Now, there is no more 

slippery slope." 

     What's more, the NRA may be a victim of its own 

legislative success. Earlier this decade, the NRA 

persuaded virtually every legislature in the country to 

permit gun owners to carry concealed firearms - only 

Illinois and Wisconsin still completely forbid concealed 

guns. Now, the NRA has moved on to other issues that face 

longer odds, such as allowing guns on college campuses. 

     Both of those factors explain why, for the first time in 

years, gun-control advocates feel they're on offense in 

state legislatures. They're pushing for expanded 

background checks for gun buyers and for 

"microstamping" of firearms - technology that makes it 

possible to identify the gun that fired a bullet. 

     My husband and I both come from "cop" families, in 
which relatives were or still are involved in police work 
and/or criminology. When we learn about mass random 
killings, we express our views on the subject of guns. My 
husband belongs to the NRA and goes to a range whenever 
time permits. I have also been to ranges with him and his 
friends for a social outing. He feels that having a gun 
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would have stopped shooters by incapacitating them, 
saving at least some lives. I also feel that in today's world 
we need to protect ourselves from the unexpected, but 
unlike my husband I don't have a "carry permit" for a gun. 
If I did, would I carry a weapon? Would I be able to use it 
effectively in a threatening situation? If by some miracle I 
succeeded, would it haunt me for the rest of my life? 
     Could this be the thinking of our new president as he 
sets about putting guns under tighter government control? 
The following article is long, but it is the best I found on 
the subject of guns: 

JOHN LOTT: ABC's Shameful '20/20? Experiment 

By John R. Lott, Jr. 

     Gun control advocates look desperate. Last Friday 

night, on April 10, ABC aired a heavily promoted, hour 

long "20/20? special called "If I Only Had a Gun." It is 

ABC's equivalent of NBC's infamous exploding gas tanks 

in General Motors pickups where NBC rigged the truck to 

explode. With legislation in Texas and Missouri advancing 

to eliminate gun-free zones at universities, perhaps this 

response isn't surprising. 

     The show started and ended by claiming that allowing 

potential victims to carry guns would not help keep them 

safe -- not even with hundreds of hours of practice firing 

guns. 

     No mention was made of the actual multiple victim 

public shootings stopped by people with concealed 

handguns nor did they describe who actually carried out 

such shootings. Instead, ABC presented a rigged 

experiment where one student in a classroom had a gun. 

But sometimes even the best editors can't hide everything 

the camera sees. 

     The experiment was set up to make the student fail. It 

did not resemble a real-world shooting. The same scenario 

is shown three times, but in each case the student with the 

gun is seated in the same seat -- the center seat in the front 

row. The attacker is not only a top-notch shooter -- a 

firearms expert who teaches firearms tactics and strategy 

to police -- but also obviously knows precisely where the 

student with the gun is sitting. 

     Each time the experiment is run, the attacker first fires 

two shots at the teacher in the front of the class and then 

turns his gun directly on the very student with the gun. The 

attacker wastes no time trying to gun down any of the 

unarmed students. Thus, very unrealistically, between the 

very first shot setting the armed student on notice and the 

shots at the armed student, there is at most 2 seconds. The 

armed student is allowed virtually no time to react and, 

unsurprisingly, fails under the same circumstances that 

would have led even experienced police officers to fare 

poorly. 

     But in the real world, a typical shooter is not a top-

notch firearms expert and has no clue about whether or 

not anyone might be armed and, if so, where they are 

seated. If you have 50 people -- a pretty typical college 

classroom -- and he is unknown to the attacker, the armed 

student is given a tremendous advantage. Actually, if the 

experiment run by "20/20? seriously demonstrated 

anything, it highlighted the problem of relying on 

uniformed police or security guards for safety: the killer 

instantly knows whom to shoot first. 

     Yet, in the ABC experiment, the purposefully 

disadvantaged students are not just identified and facing 

(within less than 2 seconds) an attacker whose gun is 

already drawn. They are also forced to wear unfamiliar 

gloves, a helmet, and a holster. This only adds to the 

difficulties the students face in handling their guns. 

     Given this set-up the second student, Danielle, 

performed admirably well. She shot the firearms expert in 

his left leg near the groin. If real bullets had been used, 

that might well have disabled the attacker and cut short his 

shooting spree. 

Nevertheless, even terrible shooters can often be quite 

effective. Despite all of ABC's references to the Columbine 

attack, the network never mention the armed guard at the 

school. He had an unusually poor target shooting record -- 

indeed it is reported that he couldn't even hit a target. Yet, 

his bravery still saved many lives because his poorly 

aimed shots forced the two killers to engage in gunfire 

with him. This slowed down their killing spree and gave 

many students a chance to escape the building. The guard 

was only forced to retreat and leave the school himself 

because of the homemade grenades that the Columbine 

murderers had. 

     The Columbine murderers strongly and actively 

opposed passage of Colorado's right-to-carry law, 

particularly the part that would have allowed concealed 

handguns being legally carried on school campuses. What 

goes unnoticed is that the Columbine attack took place the 

very day that the state legislature scheduled final passage 

of the concealed handgun law. 

     Time after time the attackers in these multiple victim 

public shootings consciously avoid areas where people 

might be able to defend themselves. In the attack on the 

Jewish community center in Los Angeles in which five 

people were wounded, the attacker had apparently 

"scouted three of the West Coast's most prominent Jewish 
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institutions-the Museum of Tolerance, the Skirball 

Cultural Center and the University of Judaism-but found 

security too tight." 

     In the real world, even having a gun and pointing it at 

an attacker has often convinced the attacker to stop 

shooting and surrender. Examples include high schools in 

Pearl, Mississippi and Edinboro, Pennsylvania, as well as 

the Appalachian Law School in Virginia. Street attacks in 

Memphis to Detroit ended this way, too, without any more 

shots fired. 

     Even if the cases don't get much attention, gun permit 

holders stop these multiple victim attacks on a regular 

basis. Ironically, just this past Saturday, the day after 

ABC's broadcast, a permit holder in Columbia, Texas 

stopped a mass robbery by fatally shooting the criminal. 

Some Web sites have started collecting these and other 

defensive gun use cases (e.g., see here, here, and here). 

     ABC'S "20/20? exaggerates "the danger of accidentally 

hitting a friend" when confronting an attacker. The show 

cites as an example is a man who mistook his wife for an 

intruder. Obviously that case is a tragedy, but those cases 

are exceedingly rare. But why didn't they present a single 

multiple victim attack as an example? Simple, because it 

has not happened. 

     ABC pushes the notion that gun show regulations, 

rather than arming potential victims, can stop these 

attacks. But very few criminals get their guns from gun 

shows: a U.S. Justice Department survey of 18,000 state 

prison inmates showed that less than one percent (0.7%) of 

prisoners had obtained their gun from a gun show. Even 

adding flea markets and gun shows together raises the 

number to just 1.7 percent. There is not a single academic 

study showing that regulating private individuals selling 

their own guns - the so-called "gun show loophole" - 

reduces any type of violent crime. What the regulations 

have accomplished is cutting the number of gun shows by 

25 percent. 

     The show ends with this claim: 
     "If you are wondering where are all the studies about 

the effectiveness of guns used by ordinary Americans for 

self-defense, well keep searching, we could not find one 

reliable study and the ones we found were contradictory." 

     Yet, "contradictory" is an overstatement. There have 

been 26 peer-reviewed studies published by criminologists 

and economists in academic journals and university 

presses. Most of these studies find large drops in crime. 

Some find no change, but not a single one shows an 

increase in crime. 

     You would think that if gun control worked as well as 
ABC implies, there wouldn't be these multiple victim 
public shootings in those European countries with gun 
laws much stricter than those being publicly discussed in 
the United States or by ABC. Yet, multiple victim public 
shootings are quite common in Europe. In just the last few 
days, there have been a shooting at a college in Greece and 
in a crowded cafe in Rotterdam. Of course, the worst K-12 
public school shootings are in Europe. 
     Given the hundreds of millions of dollars that have 
been spent annually in the United States for police officers 
on campus and other programs, one would hope that this 
relatively inexpensive alternative, where people are willing 
to bear the costs themselves to protect others, would be 
taken more seriously. 
     ABC never mentions a simple fact: all multiple victim 
public shootings with more than 3 people killed have 
occurred where permitted concealed handguns are 
prohibited. Rather than studying what actually happens 
during these shootings, ABC conjured up rigged 
experiments aimed at convincing Americans that guns are 
ineffective. Unfortunately, ABC's advice, rather than 
making victims safe, makes things safer for attackers. 

     John Lott is a senior research scientist at the 

University of Maryland and the author of: 

More Guns, Less Crime (University of Chicago Press, 

second edition, 2000) and The Bias Against Guns 

(Regnery, 2003). 

     Much of the discussion here is based on both books. 

John Lott's past pieces for FOX News can be found 

here and here. 

     If anything is to be gleaned from this article it is that 
while not everyone HAS a gun, everyone has an OPINION 
about them. Those who have lost friends and family due to 
gunshots, have a certain disdain for the weapons. Or they 
have a determination to fight back with a gun of their own. 
There are as many viewpoints as there are individuals 
holding them. But I am reminded that the cruelest 
dictatorships in history got away with their horrible acts 
because their first step was to confiscate their public's 
guns. Without weapons, people were unable to fight back. 
This fear of becoming defenseless has prompted the 
American public, since Obama became president, to stock 
up on guns and ammunition in record numbers. So while 
the issues of having or not having guns, concealing them or 
not continues to rage, Americans are purchasing their 
weapons of choice with or without official permission. All 
this comes well after the time that my husband made 
certain that he had the equipment to protect his family and 
the skill to use it effectively. Now all we have to do is wait 
out the four years to see what-if anything-happens to gun 
policies in the United States.  
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http://blog.lehighvalleylive.com/just-
mom/2009/04/bang_bang.html 
 
09-04-25 Some stockpiling to prepare should times turn 

perilous 

     Ammo. Canned goods. Vegetable seeds. Fortified water 
by the case. 
     They are reportedly flying off the shelves, these staples 
of the stockpile crowd. 
    “Survivalist” isn’t the right term, not in a downturn that 
has got everyone nervous. “Preparedness” or “self-
sufficiency” — that is what they are saying. 
    Adhesive bandages. Gardens in the works — be they 
victory gardens or, as some prefer, “crisis gardens.” 
      The closet off the living room in the Owens home near 
Lawson, Mo., isn’t huge, but it’s organized. 
    Heavy coats, sweatshirts and Ron Owens’ cap collection 
greet wife, Jan, as she enters and flips the light. She pulls 
back the heavy coats. 
    There, on a rack covering the wall: Nonfat dry milk. 
Rice. A cast-iron skillet. 
“You never know when you’ll need it,” she said of the 
food supplies she began stockpiling five months ago. 
    Jan is a cheery person who works in a nursing home. 
She apologizes for the cramped closet, just up the stairs 
from the cramped basement bathroom where more 
essentials are stuffed behind a curtain: Stewed tomatoes. 
First aid in a suitcase. Large bottles of liquor. 
    “Er … that’s for snakebite,” deadpans Ron, who works 
in alternative fuels and holds an MBA. 
    The couple’s easy disposition — Ron plays mandolin on 
the porch — belies a worry shared by many in this final 
year of a stormy decade. 
    If Sept. 11 wasn’t enough, if Hurricane Katrina and 
spiking oil prices weren’t enough, if a federal government 
diving into 14-digit debt wasn’t enough, Jan and others 
now ask,     “What if the banks close?” 
    Are times that perilous? 
    Frankly, not to Joe Levy, a clerk at Mickey’s Surplus in 
Kansas City, Kan., where mannequin heads sport gas 
masks. 
    “Compared to the Depression, this is nothing!” said 
Levy, 78, whose family of German Jews fled the Nazi 
regime and came to America in 1937. “I have faith in this 
country. Things will come around.” 
    Many agree. For the first time in five years, more 
Americans than not say the country is headed in the right 
direction, according to an Associated Press poll released 
last week. 
      But among the 44 percent who say “wrong direction” 
and countless others who just wonder if they are prepared 
for the next blow, natural or man-made, it makes sense to 
grab 10 cans of corn on sale instead of two. 

    Nationwide, retailers report shortages of canning jars, 
water-purification tablets and ammunition — especially 
ammunition. 
    For many gun owners, the stockpiling “isn’t just kind of 
— it’s full on,” said Jeff Neuman of The Bullet Hole gun 
store and firing range in Overland Park. “We’re real thin 
on ammunition, same as everywhere.” 
   Much of the ammunition crunch is tied to concerns other 
than economic. Gun-rights groups worry that the Obama 
administration and a Democratic Congress will stiffen 
firearm restrictions. Some state legislatures are looking at 
bills that aim to slap serial numbers on bullets. 
     But area firearm dealers say the creeping unease 
extends beyond the threat of gun-control forces in 
positions of power. 
   “I think it’s all of the above,” said Mike Malone of the 
Olathe Gun Shop: Global terrorism. National debt. Big 
banks teetering. 
    The Department of Homeland Security this month 
issued a report to law enforcement officials warning that 
home foreclosures, unemployment and the recession 
“could create a fertile recruiting environment for right-
wing extremists.” 
   The report ignited conservatives and veterans groups 
with its suggestion that military personnel returning from 
war could be ripe for the picking. Homeland Security 
Secretary Janet Napolitano on Friday apologized to 
veterans. 
   The extreme right hardly has a corner on today’s doom 
market. 
    Web sites such as LifeAftertheOilCrash.net and 
TheNewSurvivalist.com foresee escalating violence and 
cascading calamities in the aftermath of “peak oil” 
production, global warming or other world-changing 
crises. 
    For Jennifer Olsen, a passion to prepare was validated 
by recent news of the nation’s energy grid being tapped 
(but not disrupted) by computer hackers, some from 
foreign lands. Mass chaos looms, “but not for my little 
family,” said Olsen, a Phoenix area woman who can hardly 
wait to move into a house the family just bought in Kansas 
City. 
   “Plans are already under way for rainwater collection, 
solar shower, gray-water usage, turning the lawn into 
useful food and habitat …” she wrote in an e-mail. 
    Zohara Hieronimus — author, former broadcaster and 
holistic health care advocate — said: “Fear of an unknown 
future compels us as individuals and communities to get all 
kinds of insurance plans.” 
    Unlike most insurance plans, stocking up for the worst 
can be therapeutic. It offers a sense of control when so 
many things seem out of control, said Hieronimus, whose   
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 Baltimore-based radio show urged listeners to prepare for 
the Y2K scare a decade ago. 
   “People saving food, saving water, buying ammunition 
— they’re all expressing a love for life. They’re doing 
what they can to save the life they know,” she said. 
   The winter sales at Strasser True Value in Kansas City, 
Kan., suggested something less profound to general 
manager LeRoy Andrews. 
    “We sold more electric heaters this year than we ever 
did before,” but Andrews reckoned it was to help 
homeowners cut their gas bills. 
    He said demand for emergency generators wasn’t close 
to what his store faced in the run-up to Y2K, when the 
century’s impending turn spurred fears of massive power 
outages. 
     “Some probably are stocking up on essentials a little 
more than normal,” Andrews said, “but it might be because 
you don’t know if you’re going to have a job tomorrow.” 
    The Owens’ garden, just planted, is big enough to 
sustain everyone on their rural cul-de-sac should summer 
bring disaster — economical or meteorological. 
  “You make time to do the basic things,” Ron said. “It’s a 
process.” 
   Jan grins: “Some of our neighbors think we’re a little … 
(she clicks her tongue) … off.” 
The neighbors are part of this whether they know it or not. 
    “If they’re not as well prepared for whatever might 
happen, we’d like them to know everything on our 
property would be theirs, too,” Ron said. “If it takes 
community living, that’s what it takes.” 
     Back in the cramped closet, Jan spins around to face 
more shelves loaded with essentials: Disinfecting wipes. A 
supply of old cell phones. A tin can holding game tiles. 
“See,” she said, “if we want we could even play 
dominoes.” 
http://www.kansascity.com/news/politics/story/1162649.ht
ml 
 
09-04-25 City sued by NRA Complaint cites law 

requiring owners to report lost, stolen guns 

      The National Rifle Association sued the city of 
Pittsburgh yesterday in an effort to throw out a never-
enforced ordinance requiring the reporting of the loss or 
theft of guns. 
     The Court of Common Pleas complaint forces Mayor 
Luke Ravenstahl to decide how to defend an ordinance he 
has said is unenforceable and barred by state law. Coming 
just weeks after the killing of three police officers spurred 
calls for local gun control, NRA intervention got City 
Council's back up. 
     "I'm ready to have a dogfight," said council President 
Doug Shields, one of the ordinance's sponsors. 

     So, apparently, is the NRA, which filed not just a 19-
page complaint, but briefs and motions for injunctions to 
stop the city from enforcing the ordinance. 
     The 4-million-member organization has challenged 
many such ordinances, including Philadelphia's, said NRA 
spokeswoman Vickie Cieplak, because they "criminalize 
someone who didn't realize [a gun] was stolen right away." 
     The ordinance gives gun owners "24 hours after 
discovery of the loss or theft" of a firearm to report it to 
police, or potentially face a $500 fine the first time and 
$1,000 plus imprisonment the second time. 
     It's billed as an effort to deter "straw purchasers" with 
no criminal records from buying guns, illegally selling 
them to criminals and then claiming they were lost or 
stolen when they turn up on a crime scene and are traced 
back to the original buyer. 
     "Once a firearm is separated from its legal owner, it 
becomes an illegal weapon," said Councilman Bruce 
Kraus, one of the ordinance's authors. 
     Richard Haid, a Mount Washington resident and one of 
four individual plaintiffs joining the NRA in the suit, said 
he had a gun stolen once, reported it to the police and got it 
back. But he said he shouldn't be legally required to do 
that. 
     "It's basically my opinion that [gun control] doesn't 
work, never worked, and it's basically incremental," the 
retired postal service vehicle repairman said. Politicians 
say "let's ban this, and if it doesn't work, we'll ban the next 
thing." 
     The NRA's legal argument rests on state law that bars 
municipalities from regulating the "ownership, possession 
or transportation of firearms." 
     City officials are "not allowed to regulate firearms 
pretty much in any manner that's not permissible under 
state law," said Meghan Jones-Rolla, one of three lawyers 
with Downtown firm Meyer Darragh Buckler Bebenek & 
Eck who are representing the NRA. "There's an individual 
right to own and possess firearms, and penalizing 
somebody for something they wouldn't otherwise be 
subjected to [if a gun wasn't involved] infringes on their 
rights." 
     "This only requires timely reporting once discovery is 
made that that firearm is lost or stolen," said Mr. Kraus. 
"How does that stop you from possessing a handgun?" 
     He said he believes it is "the duty of our Law 
Department to defend this ordinance." 
     Mr. Ravenstahl, though, said he wasn't sure how to 
defend the ordinance. "Until the Law Department has a 
chance to evaluate it, it's difficult to say exactly what we'll 
do at this point." 
     The ordinance passed with six council votes in 
December, with only Councilman Ricky Burgess voting 
no, because he thought it violated state law. It has been on 
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the books for four months, but the Police Bureau has not 
yet made plans to implement it. 
     Mr. Ravenstahl noted that he wrote in December that 
the ordinance bucked state law. He allowed it to become 
law without his signature, while favoring statewide lost-
and-stolen-gun reporting laws, legislation allowing 
municipalities to control guns, and a national assault 
weapons ban. 
     "We all share the same goal: to try to get illegal guns 
off of our streets," he said. "Making political statements by 
passing ordinances that aren't enforceable is not the way to 
do it." 
     The NRA wants the city to pay the plaintiffs' attorney 
fees and costs of litigation. 
     Mr. Ravenstahl said he did not yet know whether the 
city would ask advocacy groups who pushed for the 
ordinance to help pay for its defense. 
     Jana Finder, Western Pennsylvania coordinator for 
CeaseFirePA, which pushed for the ordinance here and in 
other cities, said the group is "going to take a close look at 
that lawsuit before making a decision" on how to fight it. 
     She called the timing of the suit "an outrage" coming 
when the city "is still reeling from the deaths of three 
police officers" in a shooting that allegedly involves an 
AK-47 that was apparently legally obtained. 
     That shooting drove the mayor, council and Gov. Ed 
Rendell to call for gun control measures in recent weeks. 
     Ms. Jones-Rolla said the case will probably go to Judge 
Christine Ward for a hearing on the injunction request. 
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/09115/965500-53.stm 
 
09-04-24  Proponents of gun control shooting blanks 

    Every so often I find myself stepping into the minefield 
that is public discussion of guns, gun violence, gun control 
and how these things relate to the Second Amendment to 
the Constitution. Because of misleading public statements 
by the president of the United States and his secretary of 
state, it's now time to do so again. 
    President Barack Obama said on April 16 that 90 
percent of Mexico's recovered crime guns came from the 
United States. The comment came during a joint press 
conference with Mexican President Felipe Calderon 
addressing the raging violence south of the border, as 
Mexican drug gangs battle each other and the government 
in gruesome fashion. More people have been killed in this 
violence over the last year than the number of Americans 
killed in Iraq and Afghanistan combined since those wars 
began. Mr. Obama also pointed out that the huge demand 
for mind-altering drugs among our citizenry is what keeps 
the drug cartels in business. In that, he was right. But the 
assumption that the bulk of weaponry used by 
narcotraficantes in their bloody enterprise comes from the 
U.S. is not exactly so. 

     The 90 percent figure was earlier quoted by Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton and Sen. Richard J. Durbin of 
Illinois and reported by a number of news organizations. 
However, factcheck.org finds this to be quite the 
exaggeration, saying the figure represents "only the 
percentage of crime guns that have been submitted by 
Mexican officials and traced by U.S. officials." These 
guns, it turns out, are ones bearing serial numbers that 
make them likely to be from north of the Rio Grande and 
represent a small percentage of the weapons seized by the 
Mexican government. 
     There is no doubt that many thousands of guns are 
purchased in the United States each year and wind up in 
the hands of Mexican criminals. But the exaggerated figure 
is being used to try to re-energize the somewhat dispirited 
gun control movement in this country. And those of us 
who believe in the right of self-defense are alert to any 
such propaganda. 
     Ten years ago, then-Maryland Attorney General J. 
Joseph Curran Jr. issued a 58-page report titled "A 
Farewell to Arms." In it, he called for an outright ban on 
private ownership of handguns. He said it was needed to 
end "an epidemic of violent yet preventable death." He 
became a lightning rod for Second Amendment enthusiasts 
and a prime example of someone swimming against the 
tide of public opinion.  
    The nation has moved decisively in the other direction 
when it comes to allowing citizens to effectively defend 
themselves. Thirty-nine states have laws mandating that 
local officials cannot arbitrarily deny a concealed-carry 
application. Maryland is one of nine that have "may-issue" 
laws. Some of these states have a bias in favor of issuing, 
but Maryland, New Jersey and Hawaii are considered 
"almost non-issue" states in that they rarely issue licenses 
to carry to ordinary people.  
    Years ago, I had a permit to carry a concealed handgun 
in Maryland. It was issued with visible reluctance by the 
state police and only because of FBI-authenticated threats 
against me. I never renewed it because the renewal process 
is purposefully made as difficult as possible. Contrast this 

with Pennsylvania, where any citizen with a clean 

record can apply for a permit, pay a small fee and pick 

up the license from sheriff's deputies who are happy to 

take your picture, put it on the card and hand it over to 

you.  
     Which state has the lower per capita rate of violent 
crime? It's not even close. Maryland, so eager to keep its 
citizens disarmed, had, as of 2006, a rate of 679 violent 
crimes per 100,000 population, according to the U.S. 
Census Bureau. That ranked eighth most violent in the 
nation. Pennsylvania's rate was 439 per 100,000, ranking it 
21st. Not a single state that has liberalized its carry laws 
has seen fit to repeal the legislation. Case closed. 



 
 

Page 56

     Dan Rodricks, my fellow Baltimore Sun columnist, is 
right: That fight is over. He calls it an opportunity lost. I 
call it a win for reality over theory.  
    Joe Curran said only law enforcement personnel and a 
small number of people with "legitimate security needs" 
should be allowed to own handguns. One should ask - 
whose security needs are not legitimate? 
     Ron Smith can be heard weekdays, 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., on 

1090 WBAL-AM and WBAL.com. His column appears 

Fridays in The Baltimore Sun. His e-mail is 

rsmith@wbal.com. 

 
09-04-24  NRA files suit to overturn Pittsburgh's stolen 

gun law 

     The National Rifle Association and four individuals 
filed suit today against the city of Pittsburgh, city council 
and Mayor Luke Ravenstahl to overturn legislation passed 
in December that compels gun owners to contact the police 
within 24 hours of the loss or theft of a firearm. 
     The NRA, in its 19-page complaint in Common Pleas 
Court, wrote that the ordinance "severely restricts and/or 
infringes" the individuals' "ability to possess firearms in 
their own home for personal protection and business 
purposes and further constitutes an unreasonable search." 
     The complaint also quotes state law that bars 
municipalities from regulating the "ownership, possession 
or transportation of firearms." 
     City officials are "not allowed to regulate firearms 
pretty much in any manner that's not permissible under 
state law," said Meghan Jones-Rolla, one of three lawyers 
with firm Meyer Darragh Buckler Bebenek & Eck that are 
representing the NRA. "There's an individual right to own 
and possess firearms, and penalizing somebody for 
something they wouldn't otherwise be subjected to 
infringes on their rights." 
City officials disagree. 
     "How?" asked Councilman Bruce Kraus, one of the 
authors of the city legislation. "This only requires timely 
reporting once discovery is made that that firearm is lost or 
stolen ... How does that stop you from possessing a 
handgun?" 
     "I'm ready to have a dogfight," said Council President 
Doug Shields, who called the complaint "the continuum of 
the pack of lies that the NRA deals on this very, very 
important subject." 
     Mr. Kraus said he believes it is "the duty of our Law 
Department to defend this ordinance." 
     Mr. Ravenstahl said he was "not surprised" that the 
ordinance -- which he allowed to become law without his 
signature -- is being challenged. He wrote a Dec. 15 letter 
to council indicating that he thought the ordinance was 
unenforceable. 

     He said he did not know how the city should go about 
defending an ordinance that its mayor thinks violates state 
law. "Until the Law Department has a chance to evaluate 
it, it's difficult to say exactly what we'll do at this point." 
     He wants statewide lost-and-stolen-gun reporting laws, 
legislation explicitly allowing municipalities to control 
guns, and a national assault weapons ban. 
     "We all share the same goal: to try to get illegal guns 
off of our streets," he said. "Making political statements by 
passing ordinances that aren't enforceable is not the way to 
do it." 
     The NRA's complaint asks for an injunction to prevent 
enforcement, followed by a decision declaring the 
ordinance unconstitutional, and payment by the city of the 
plaintiffs' attorney fees and costs of litigation. 
     Ms. Jones-Rolla said the case will probably go to Judge 
Christine Ward for a hearing on the injunction request. 
     The ordinance has been on the books for four months, 
but has not yet been enforced. On Wednesday, the Police 
Bureau told the Post-Gazette that implementation issues 
"have not yet been worked out with chief's office and 
council. The [Firearms Tracking Unit] has not been given 
direction on an implementation process at this time." 
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/09114/965259-100.stm 
 
09-04-23  Felon gets 9 years for possession of firearm 

   A federal judge Wednesday sentenced a Birmingham 
man to nine years in prison on a charge of being a felon in 
possession of a firearm.  
   Stacy Gordon, 32, will be on supervised probation for 
three years following his release from prison. Gordon was 
convicted of theft and drug possession in Jefferson County 
in 2002.  
   At the time of his latest arrest in January 2008, Gordon 
was running from police and attempted to dispose of a 
firearm and crack cocaine. Gordon admitted the gun 
belonged to him 
http://www.al.com/news/birminghamnews/metro.ssf?/base/
news/1240474556116390.xml&coll=2 
 
09-04-23  Second Amendment Makes Gun Control 

Unconstitutional, Period 

  By John Aloysius Farrell, Thomas Jefferson Street blog 
    My editors would like me to take a nuanced, clever 
stance on the Second Amendment. 
   I cannot. 
   No means no. Not means not. 
   Just like the First Amendment  
  No infringement on Free Speech. 
  No mixing Church and State. 
   No Gun Control. 
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   That doesn't mean that the government cannot tax a 
newspaper. Or make a rabbi register his car. Or ban 
possession of machine guns. 
    But to forbid private gun ownership, like in the law that 
was declared unconstitutional in the District of 
Columbia? Clearly beyond the pale. 
    And don't talk to me about the militia 
clause. The Founders had just defeated an Empire, thanks 
in no small part to the rifles and powder horns that hung on 
the mantle in those Revolutionary-era homes. They wanted 
to protect their right, and that of their descendants, to 
defend the hearth and battle tyranny. 
   Our children or grandchildren may someday want to 
adjust that freedom, but it will take a Constitutional 
amendment. I don't see it happening any time soon. 
http://www.usnews.com/blogs/john-
farrell/2009/04/23/second-amendment-makes-gun-control-
unconstitutional-period.html 
 
09-04-22  Wary of gun grab, Pennsylvania activists 

rally in Harrisburg 

     HARRISBURG | - Emily Grumbine, 16, of Kutztown is 
fresh-faced, home-schooled and has a message for 
lawmakers eyeing new restrictions on handguns. 
     ''I'm a future voter and I'm going to be watching out for 
[my] best interests and the best interests of the country,'' 
she said here Tuesday at a spirited gun-rights rally. 
Legislators ''need to look out for our best interests -- and 
not their own.'' 
     Her comments echoed sentiments around the state 
Capitol as hundreds of gun rights advocates -- angered and 
alarmed by fears that state and federal governments are 
hell-bent on taking away their weapons -- rallied in 
opposition to proposed curbs. 
     ''How are people supposed to defend themselves 
without guns?'' asked Grumbine, who's been handling 
firearms since age 8 and attended the rally with her father, 
Bill Grumbine, 50. ''Criminals will always get guns.'' 
     The elder Grumbine, a woodworker, was among those 
who had to leave his gun at the door. Capitol police took 
temporary custody of 63 handguns just before the event 
and returned them afterward. 
     Just as law-abiding citizens remain law-abiding with or 
without their weapons, criminals will always try to obtain 
handguns, said Grumbine, a genial bear of a man who 
sported a yellow baseball cap and a bushy gray beard. 
     ''Look at me. They took my gun away,'' he said. ''Has the 
essence of my personality changed? No. If you take the 
guns away, you haven't solved a problem, you've addressed 
a symptom.'' 
     State efforts to impose controls on handguns have 
gained new currency in the wake of this month's fatal 
shootings of three Pittsburgh police officers by a man 

armed with an AK-47 assault rifle and several other 
weapons. 
     Gov. Ed Rendell has called on Congress to reinstate a 
federal ban on the sale of some assault weapons, including 
AK-47s, arguing they're intended for little more than 
''mass-produced mayhem.'' 
     And Rendell, along with the mayors of Allentown, 
Bethlehem and Easton, has called for bills limiting 
handgun purchases to one a month and requiring gun 
owners to report lost or stolen weapons. The mayors also 
want the right to pass their own handgun curbs if state 
lawmakers won't act. 
     Rendell, a former Philadelphia mayor, has been pushing 
for years for stricter controls on handguns. 
     ''We don't believe sensible crime-control measures in 
any way threaten the Second Amendment,'' administration 
spokesman Chuck Ardo said. ''Our focus is on the safety of 
law enforcement Â… and the public in general.'' 
     Gun-rights advocates such as National Rifle 
     Association President John Sigler say such measures 
are misguided attacks on the U.S. Constitution. 
     Sigler and others who spoke at Tuesday's rally warned 
that gun-ownership rights continue to be threatened by 
Washington and state governments. Neither President 
Barack Obama nor Rendell is considered a friend by the 
gun lobby. 
     ''What gives a state the right to limit a constitutional 
right?'' Sigler asked, referring to the one-gun-a-month 
proposal. ''What if they limited you to one newspaper or 
one church service? If they can limit you to one, they can 
limit you to none.'' 
     Emily Grumbine and her father planned to spend 
Tuesday afternoon visiting their local lawmakers -- state 
Sen. Pat Browne, R-Lehigh, and Rep. Gary Day, R-Berks -
- in hopes of persuading them to oppose proposed gun-
control measures. 
     Dozens of state lawmakers, Republican and Democrat 
alike, attended the rally. 
     ''The Second Amendment was designed to protect us 
from our own government,'' the elder Grumbine said. The 
Framers ''wrote it into our Constitution so we could protect 
ourselves.'' 
http://www.mcall.com/news/local/all-
gunquote.6865803apr22,0,1188875.story 
 
09-04-22  Gun backers move to head off controls 

Lawmaker responds to call for stricter rules 
     Pittsburgh officials begged the state yesterday for 
stricter gun rules, but instead they saw the political 
firepower of gun owners aimed at them. 
     In the wake of the April 4 killings of three police 
officers in Stanton Heights, City Council unanimously 
passed a resolution asking the General Assembly to allow 
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municipalities to pass their own gun laws and to join the 
city in requiring that owners report loss or theft of guns. 
     Not so fast, said state Rep. Daryl Metcalfe, R-
Cranberry, who offered a different idea: legislation to 
make municipalities pay groups that successfully challenge 
local gun ordinances in court. 
     He said his bill is meant to "financially deter and/or 
punish" municipalities that "blatantly violate" state law. 
The state code doesn't let localities "regulate the lawful 
ownership, possession, transfer or transportation of 
firearms." 
     "This is ludicrous," said city Councilman Bruce Kraus, 
when informed of Mr. Metcalfe's effort. 
     "This is just an attempt to bully municipalities into 
submission." 
     Last week, Mayor Luke Ravenstahl joined Gov. Ed 
Rendell in urging Congress to reinstate a lapsed ban on 
assault weapons and asked the General Assembly to pass a 
lost-and-stolen gun reporting law and allow local firearms 
regulation -- just what council sought yesterday. 
     "I think it's critically important for us to have the ability 
as local governments to enact local gun ordinances as we 
see fit," said Mr. Ravenstahl, acknowledging that the 
General Assembly needs to act first. 
     "If [Mr. Metcalfe] and the entire General Assembly 
weren't moved by the events here on April 4, and don't 
realize that these types of weapons need to be out of the 
hands of criminals and we need to make sure that local gun 
laws are put in place, I don't know what will" move them, 
the mayor said. 
     Some seemed moved yesterday, but not in the direction 
city officials wanted. 
     Hundreds of gun owners filled the Capitol rotunda and 
hallways for the fourth annual "Right to Keep and Bear 
Arms" rally. Mr. Metcalfe was joined by Reps. Mike 
Turzai and Dom Costa, and state Sens. Jane Orie and Kim 
Ward. 
     A high-profile list of gun rights officials spoke at the 
rally, including National Rifle Association President John 
Sigler. 
     "Today, Second Amendment freedoms stand in a 
precarious position," said Mr. Sigler, referring to the right 
to bear arms. 
     If different towns across the state have different gun 
laws, there will be "a patchwork of contradictory laws," he 
said. "You could end up in jail because of a city ordinance 
you knew nothing about." 
     Mr. Metcalfe said gun owners in the state "will never 
tolerate the enactment of any gun control measure that 
leaves law-abiding citizens disarmed and defenseless 
against violent intruders, who in most cases obtain their 
weapons illegally." 

     Resistance to gun rules is strongest in rural 
communities, said Mr. Kraus, who authored the council 
resolution. 
     "Then perhaps it is time that we give certain powers to 
municipalities to enact their own responsible gun 
ownership rules," he said. 
     In November, council passed citywide legislation 
requiring the prompt reporting to police of the loss or theft 
of handguns. Members argued that "straw purchasers" with 
clean records were buying guns, selling them to criminals, 
and then claiming they were lost or stolen whenever the 
guns were used in crimes and recovered. 
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/09112/964526-454.stm 
 
09-04-22  Pro-Gun Forces Want To Shoot Down Local 

Laws 

     State Rep. Daryl Metcalfe, R-12th, of Butler County, 
announced yesterday he will introduce legislation to 
strengthen Pennsylvania’s ban on allowing municipalities 
to enact their own gun control ordinances. 
      His bill would require any local governing body that 
ratified its own gun laws to pay damages and legal costs to 
a plaintiff who successfully challenges those laws in court. 
      “The purpose of my legislation is to financially deter 
and/or punish any local government official for blatantly 
violating the clearly established boundaries of our state 
law and our Constitutions,” Mr. Metcalfe said at the state 
Capitol Rotunda yesterday. Several hundred supporters of 
gun-ownership rights gathered for the occasion, his Fourth 
Annual Right to Keep and Bear Arms Rally. 
      Currently, only the General Assembly can pass gun 
control laws for the entire commonwealth, disallowing 
individual cities, townships and boroughs from 
independently passing their own gun ordinances. Gov. Ed 
Rendell, D, has repeatedly asked the state General 
Assembly to allow municipal anti-gun ordinances. 
     Philadelphia’s City Council passed several such 
ordinances in 2007, imposing limits on gun purchases and 
requiring gun owners to promptly inform the police if their 
weapons get lost or stolen. Council members sued the 
General Assembly for the right to keep these measures in 
effect, but the Commonwealth Court dismissed the lawsuit. 
      Mr. Metcalfe said Pittsburgh passed a similar gun-
control ordinance that he believes “clearly needs to be 
challenged.” 
      Last week, Mr. Rendell renewed his call for similar 
measures and added he thinks Congress should send 
President Barack Obama a bill reinstating the defunct 
assault-weapons ban. 
      The governor would like to see a state law passed that 
would prohibit the purchase of more than one gun per 
person per month. The General Assembly has defeated 
legislation that would have done that before, but Rendell 
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spokesman Chuck Ardo said recent police deaths in 
Pittsburgh, Philadelphia and elsewhere in the state show 
the need for such a law. 
      “He believes that recent attacks on law enforcement 
officers across the commonwealth should cause legislators 
to reconsider their positions on commonsense crime-
control measures,” he said. 
      Mr. Ardo said the legislation would not likely interfere 
with the desire of gun buyers to purchase specialty guns 
for collections. He said the legislation would simply serve 
to prevent illicit firearm traffickers from buying many guns 
at once. 
      “There are exceptions for antiques and collections and 
things of that sort,” he said. 
      For now, it appears the gun-control laws Mr. Rendell 
and his allies in the Legislature favor don’t have the votes 
to pass. But pro-gun activists at Mr. Metcalfe’s rally said a 
more aggressive anti-gun campaign could seek to institute 
statewide registration of firearms, something they view as 
a worst-case scenario. 
      National Rifle Association President John Sigler told 
those at the rally a state registry of gun ownership would 
simplify the process by which the state could begin taking 
guns from law-abiding citizens. That result would come 
“as surely as thunder follows lightning,” he said. 
http://thebulletin.us/articles/2009/04/22/top_stories/bullet_
points/doc49eebf8b99121700436477.txt 
 
09-04-21  AG Says Citizens Have Right To Openly 

Carry Firearms 

     MILWAUKEE -- Wisconsin's attorney general JB Van 
Hollen created a firestorm when he issued an advisory to 
district attorneys across the state that citizens have the 
right to openly carry firearms in Wisconsin.  
     "Our advice was people are permitted to openly carry 
firearms, that it wasn't in and of itself disorderly conduct. 
We intentionally didn't go into any factual based scenarios 
because they're all different," said Van Hollen.  
     "It's ridiculous to think someone should be allowed to 
walk down Wisconsin Avenue with a loaded firearm on 
their hip," said Gov. Jim Doyle.  
     The attorney general's advisory came after a number of 
district attorneys asked for guidance on the issue.  
"The more people that have handguns, or wear handguns, 
the more chance there is for something bad going on. It's 
not black and white, just because you have a constitutional 
right to carry a handgun in the open, it doesn't mean carte 
blanche, you can carry it anywhere at anytime and do 
anything you want, " said Chief David Banaczynski, leader 
of the state Chief's Association.  
     A lawsuit filed by a Milwaukee man is one of the key 
cases leading to the attorney general's statement.  

Jesus Gonzalez was Menard's in West Milwaukee last may 
with a handgun on his hip when the store manager called 
911.  
     Gonzalez was arrested in the parking lot and cite for 
disorderly conduct. But, a municipal judge found that 
Gonzalez did nothing illegal and dropped the charge.  
     Earlier this month, Gonzalez filed a federal lawsuit 
after he was arrested in Chilton for carrying a gun in Wal-
Mart.  
     "I carry because it's a right. I'm not doing anything 
illegal. I see no problem with it," said Gonzalez.  
Gonzalez said he began carrying a gun a few years ago 
after he was mugged by three men and no longer felt safe.  
     "One with the screwdriver had it up to my neck and I 
remember thinking, never again. That next time, I'm gonna 
have a gun. That next time, I'm going to be ready one way 
or another," said Gonzalez.  
     The police in Chilton still have Gonzalez's gun.  
     He said he well aware that he can not have a load gun in 
his car or carry it near a school or anywhere prohibited.  
     He said he also knows that he can not take it out of the 
holster or threaten anyone.  
But, Gonzalez is convinced that he is safer with his 
handgun on his hip,  
     "Having the gun open is kind of a deterrent. People 
don't want to mess with you at all. They see the gun and 
they head the other way. You know, criminals," said 
Gonzalez.  
     A constitutional scholar at Marquette University said 
that the issue is all shades of gray.  
What if you're simply wandering around someplace where 
that gun makes people nervous. What are the police able to 
do with you," said Professor Rick Esenberg.  
     Esenberg suggested that the legislature may want to 
again take up the issue of a concealed carry law which 
would place some limits on where a gun can be carried and 
perhaps require training.  
The local police chief's have a monthly meeting on 
Wednesday and this is expected to be the dominant 
conversation. 
http://www.wisn.com/news/19243781/detail.html 
 
09-04-21  Milwaukee Chief To Officers: Ignore Gun 

Memo  

     MILWAUKEE -- Milwaukee's police chief said he'll go 
on telling his officers to take down anyone with a firearm 
despite Attorney General J.B. Van Hollen's finding that 
people can carry guns openly if they do it peacefully.  
     Chief Ed Flynn said officers can't assume people are 
carrying guns legally in a city that has seen nearly 200 
homicides in the past two years.  
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He said that means officers seeing anybody carrying a gun 
will put them on the ground, take the gun away and then 
decide if the person has a right to carry it.  
    Flynn said it's irresponsible to send a message that if 
someone carries a weapon openly no one can bother them.  
    Van Hollen issued a memo to the state's district 
attorneys this week saying someone openly carrying a gun 
can't automatically be charged with disorderly conduct. 
But he also said police have full rights to stop and question 
the person.  
      Flynn said his officers will do more than that in their 
efforts to fight crime. 
http://www.wisn.com/news/19245377/detail.html 
 
09-04-21   A cautious approach to the 9th circuit ruling 

on 2A 

     The 9th Circuit Court, which has jurisdiction in the 
western states, made a surprise ruling on Monday 
concerning the Second Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution.  The 3-judge panel ruled that the 2nd 
Amendment is incorporated against state and local 
governments. 
     This ruling is surprising due to the fact that it came 
from the single most liberal federal circuit court in the 
nation.  This is the same circuit court that issued highly 
controversial decisions on the Pledge of Allegiance, for 
example. 
     Most gun rights activists and legal observers view this 
decision as a victory for the right to keep and bear arms.  
And this is correct...as far as it goes. 
Court incorporates the 2A on a selective incorporation, due 
process, theory, holding that the right is a fundamental 
one, deeply rooted in Anglo-American history, and 
traditionally seen as a natural right rather than a 
politically-created one. Court declines privileges or 
immunities incorporation, as ruled out by Supreme Court 
case law. 
Court holds, tho, that the regulation at issue (banning 
firearm possession, but only on county owned property) 
was a reasonable regulation, etc.. 
Two key observations are in order: 
1. The ruling applies only to the states in the 9th circuit's 
jurisdiction.  The Supreme Court of the United States 
would be required to issue a similar ruling in order for the 
entire country to benefit from incorporation. 
2. While 'incorporation' essentially protects a 
Constitutionally-cited human right from infringement by 
state and local governments, the 9th circuit nonetheless 
ruled against the plaintiffs in the case--a group of gun 
show organizers. 
But the fact that the plaintiffs lost works to their favor.  
Once again Hardy writes: 

1) This means plaintiffs, the good guys, are the ones who 
can petition the Supreme Court for cert.. They may have 
won on incorporation, but they "lost" on the appeal overall, 
and thus are the ones who can appeal further. This is good 
for them. Defendants are not in control, cannot move for 
rehearing en banc, or decline to file for cert.. 
2) It may however make the case less cert-worthy, a little 
less appealing to the Supreme Court. Not quite so clean an 
issue, need to reach reasonable regulation which the Court 
may be unready to do. 
  
Thus, the ruling is a mixed bag--a victory for gun rights, no 
doubt, but a victory in a battle that is part of an overall 
war, the outcome of which is uncertain. 
If there is hope in the midst of this uncertainty, it is in this: 
UPDATE: Yep, it's binding in the 9th Circuit. Can be cited 
in other Circuits, which they would take into account, but 
doesn't bind them. Note that "binding" is often more theory 
than fact, since there are ways to get around a binding 
decision (distinguish it -- facts in this case are somewhat 
different from facts in that case -- or sometimes outright 
ignore it, or call for en banc review by all the judges in the 
circuit and try to get them to overrule the prior decision). 
And a well-reasoned opinion from one circuit can carry 
weight in others; this one will surely be cited in the 
Chicago case. And a circuit split, where some circuits go 
one way and others go another, is a good basis for asking 
the Supreme Court to take it on and settle the issue.  (From 
David Hardy). 
Much more information on this ruling is provided by legal 
professor Eugene Volokh of the Volokh Conspiracy here, 
here, and here. 
An audio is available of David Kopel's discussion of the 
ruling here.  This audio explains the term 'selective 
incorporation.' 
http://www.examiner.com/x-3704-Columbia-Conservative-
Examiner~y2009m4d21-A-cautious-approach-to-the-9th-
circuit-ruling-on-2A 
 
09-04-20  Mobile Firearms Unit Makes Westmoreland 

Co. Debut 

   It just got a lot easier for some local gun owners to apply 
for or renew their permits. 
     Today, the Westmoreland County Sheriff's office 
debuted its new mobile firearms unit, where gun owners 
can apply for or renew their licenses to carry.  
    Normally, gun owners in Westmoreland County have to 
travel to Greensburg to file their paperwork at the County 
Courthouse; but Sheriff Chris Scherer says these mobile 
units will make it a lot more convenient. 
    According to the county sheriff's office, there are 36,000 
registered gun owners in Westmoreland County alone -- a 
roughly 1 in 10 ratio. 
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     The mobile unit plans to make four more stops in the 
county throughout the month of April. 
    Stops are scheduled in New Kensington, Rostraver, 
Murrysville, and Latrobe over the next week. 
    If you are planning on visit one of these locations, you 
are asked to bring a valid PA drivers license or PA photo 
identification card with your current address. 
   New applicants will also need the name, address, and 
phone numbers of two references that are not immediate 
family members. 
   All applicants will need to provide the necessary fees 
and undergo applicable background checks.  
http://kdka.com/westmoreland/Mobile.Gun.License.2.9894
52.html 
 
09-04-20  Rendell, NRA official spar over gun ban 

     Taking his campaign for stronger gun-control measures 
to the national stage, Gov. Rendell squared off with a top 
National Rifle Association official on national television 
yesterday over the federal ban on assault weapons. 
     On CBS's Face the Nation, Rendell said there was no 
"rational reason" to allow the sale of assault weapons. 
"They are used for only one reason . . . to kill and maim 
people," he said. 
     Rendell, who has fought for years in the state 
legislature for tougher gun control, revived his efforts after 
the slayings this month of three Pittsburgh police officers 
who were killed by a man using an AK-47 assault rifle. 
     At least one of the officers would still be alive, Rendell 
contended, if the shooter had not had a semiautomatic 
weapon. 
     Countering Rendell, Wayne LaPierre, executive vice 
president of the NRA, called the assault-weapons ban "a 
totally phony issue" and called for stronger enforcement of 
existing laws. 
     The debate over reinstating the federal assault-weapons 
ban that expired in 2004 comes as both sides gird for 
battle, with gun owners stocking up on weapons and 
ammunition fearing bans under President Obama, and a 
growing number of urban mayors and police chiefs lining 
up behind gun-control advocates. 
     A gauge of the strength of the opposition to gun control 
outside urban areas will likely be evident tomorrow when 
hundreds of Pennsylvania gun owners are expected to 
crowd the Capitol Rotunda for the annual right-to-bear-
arms rally. 
     In yesterday's Tribune Democrat of Johnstown, Pa., 
publisher Robin L. Quillon wrote that what "Philadelphia 
politicians and our current governor" really want is "to 
pick and choose which guns they believe we can or cannot 
own. After they get the 'inch,' they will want the 'mile' - 
and trample on our constitutional right to bear arms." 

     There appears to be little appetite in the White House or 
on Capitol Hill to move assault-weapons-ban legislation 
any time soon. Last month, 65 House Democrats 
announced they would oppose reinstating the ban, leading 
many to believe it lacks majority support. 
     Senior White House adviser David Axelrod said on 
Face the Nation yesterday that the Obama administration 
had not yet committed to make an assault-weapons ban a 
priority, given the many other challenges the 
administration faces. But Axelrod added: "If there is a 
consensus, we'll move on it." 
     In their 10-minute debate, Rendell and LaPierre got into 
a heated exchange about the definition of an assault 
weapon. 
     LaPierre said there was "no functional difference at all" 
between an assault weapon and any other gun. 
     "That is unbelievably untrue," Rendell said. "The 
assault weapons that are used that are sold in sporting 
goods stores now because the ban has been lifted, they put 
out a tremendously high amount of fire." 
     Rendell is not giving up on his efforts to pass statewide 
gun-control legislation. At a news conference in 
Harrisburg last week, he called on lawmakers to let cities 
enact their own firearms ordinances and require owners to 
report lost and stolen guns. His proposal faces stiff 
opposition in the Republican-controlled state Senate. Last 
week, Senate Majority Leader Dominic Pileggi said he did 
not "know any member who has changed their minds on 
those bills since last session." Similar bills were defeated 
last year. 
     LaPierre contended yesterday that reporting 
requirements were pointless because criminals buy guns 
through illegal means, and he argued that better 
enforcement of existing laws was needed. 
     Rendell said he agreed with stepped-up enforcement, 
but he said criminals regularly enlist legal buyers as straw  
    purchasers. 
     He said reporting requirements for lost and stolen guns 
would reduce those transactions because if the gun 
purchased was linked to a crime, the buyer could no longer 
make the excuse without penalty that his gun was lost or 
stolen. 
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/local/43264892.html 
 
09-04-20  Obama heeding lesson from ‘94 gun ban   

     WASHINGTON — The last time a Democratic 
president and a Democratic Congress banned civilian sales 
of military-style assault weapons, it took American voters 
just seven weeks to rebel. 
     They handed Republicans control of the House and the 
Senate for the first time in 40 years.  
     One of the casualties in the backlash was Rep. Jack 
Brooks, D-Beaumont, who sponsored the ban and then 
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promptly lost his seat in Congress in 1994 after 42 years of 
service. 
     The lesson wasn’t lost on President Obama when 
Mexican President Felipe Calderon suggested reviving the 
defunct weapons’ ban to help combat drug cartel violence 
along the U.S.-Mexico border.  
     Obama insisted he had “not backed off” his campaign 
promise to make the expired ban permanent.  
     But he bowed to political reality, nonetheless.  
      “None of us are under any illusion that reinstating that 
ban would be easy,” Obama said. “And so, what we’ve 
focused on is how we can improve our enforcement of 
existing laws.” 
     Any hint that the ban might be resurrected alarmed 
some Texas Republicans, largely elected by voters who 
ardently support the Second Amendment of the U.S. 
Constitution and a Texas constitutional right “to bear arms 
in defense of himself and the Republic” that dates back to 
1836  
     Few willing to take risk 
     Fresh restrictions on weapons are “not the solution to 
the problems occurring in Mexico,” declared Sen. John 
Cornyn, R-San Antonio.  
     In fact, some assert the White House would be 
capitalizing on border violence simply to push a gun 
control agenda. 
      “It is not our responsibility to keep guns out of Mexico 
— and reviving the ban will not affect the way Mexico 
protects its border,” said Rep. Ted Poe, R-Humble, a 
former criminal court judge. 
     Said Rep. Kevin Brady, R-The Woodlands: The issue 
remains ending bloodshed by lawless drug cartels and “not 
a divisive return to policies that infringe upon the 
American people’s Second Amendment rights.” 
     The truth is, few believe Obama could win a battle to 
resurrect the ban anyway, even among Democrats. 
      “We’ve reached a point where there aren’t many 
people who will stick their political necks out to vote for 
sensible gun control,” says Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill., the 
second ranking Democrat in the Senate leadership.  
     The Democratic-led Senate already dealt a body blow 
to the gun control movement when 22 Senate Democrats, 
led by Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., joined 
40 Republicans to shelve firearms restrictions in the 
nation’s capital.  
     Merely hinting at renewal provoked 65 House 
Democrats, many from swing districts, to warn the 
administration that they would “actively oppose” it. 
     The latest nationwide polls show “little evidence that 
gun control is at the moment a high priority for 
Americans,” says the Gallup Poll’s “Pulse of Democracy.” 
Barely 49 percent surveyed wanted tighter laws on 
firearms sales, the lowest percentage since 1990. 

Americans remain evenly divided on whether to make it 
illegal to manufacture, sell or possess assault rifles. 
      “There’s a realization on Capitol Hill that the 1994 law 
was ineffective,” says Andrew Arulanandam, a spokesman 
for the National Rifle Association. “The logical question is 
why should we resurrect a law that was proven to be 
ineffective?” 
Obama still backs ban 
     Obama backed the ban during his presidential 
campaign. His transition team listed “making the expired 
federal assault weapons ban permanent” a goal.  
     The White House says he still supports it. 
“The president is also, though, focused on taking actions to 
stem the flow of guns moving south that go across the 
border (and) making progress on something that we are 
likely to see progress on,” White House Press Secretary 
Robert Gibbs told reporters. 
     The narrow ban that was adopted in 1994 and expired 
in 2004 prohibited the sale of 19 military-style assault 
weapons, “copy-cat” models and ammunition magazines 
that were capable of containing more than 10 rounds. 
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/nation/6383351.html 
 
09-04-18   Homeowner Fends off Alleged Armed 

Intruder With Gun Shot  

     A suspected home intruder is under arrest Saturday 
morning after police say the homeowner took security into 
their own hands.  
     Colorado Springs police say they were called to 3295 
West Woodmen Road on a report that a person armed with 
a knife had just broken into the caller's home. The caller 
told police they had used their gun to fire a shot at the 
armed suspect and the suspect had run away.  
     Police and K-9 units found the suspect in the woods 
with non-life threatening wound to his lower leg. He was 
transported to Memorial Hospital and arrested after he was 
released.  
     The suspect, Ricky Hatcher, was booked into the 
Criminal Justice Center for Felony Menacing. 
     Police say the homeowner and Hatcher may have 
known each other. Police say the homeowner is not facing 
charges pending further review by the District Attorneys 
office. 
http://www.kktv.com/home/headlines/43221622.html 
 
09-04-17 Specter Says No To Automatic Weapons Ban 

      In Harrisburg this week, Governor Ed Rendell, Mayor 
Luke Ravenstahl, and a dozen other officials pleaded for, 
what they called, "common sense" gun measures to protect 
police. 
     They asked Congress to ban semi-automatic weapons 
like the one used to kill Pittsburgh police officers Kelly, 
Sciullo, and Mayhle.  
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   Today, Senator Arlen Specter said "no" to that request.  
    "The assault rifle serves no purpose in the home. It's not 
a sporting weapon.  
    It's only meant to do fatalities or harm," said Pittsburgh 
police chief Nate Harper on Wednesday when he joined 
law enforcement officials from across the state in calling 
for the re-instatement of the ban on AK-47's and other 
semi-automatic weapons.  

    On Friday, Specter 
said he opposed that ban. 
"I think President Obama 
yesterday in turning 
down gun control at the 
federal level because it 
just isn't realistic struck 
the right note," Specter 
told KDKA political 

editor Jon Delano. 
      Specter -- endorsed by the National Rifle Association 
for reelection five years ago -- voted against the original 
ban in 1993 and its extension in 2004 -- and also voted 
against background checks at gun shows and waiting 
periods for hand-gun purchases.  
    "The courts have to be a lot tougher in enforcing the 
laws we have."  
     Specter says a weak criminal justice system is the 
problem -- not the weapons used by the accused, Richard 
Poplawski, to kill three police officers.  
     "You have somebody who is obviously unbalanced, a 
record for violence, has a restraining order, the local 
officials have to act on that. The guy in Virginia who has a 
mental record, he has to be contained," said Specter.  
    And Pennsylvania's senior senator says judges -- not 
Congress -- need to do more to protect police officers.  
   "We have a lot of laws on the books now, and if we 
enforce them we could do a lot to protect our police and 
every citizen."  
     Gun control is always controversial.  
    The NRA called Specter a "reliable and capable 
advocate of firearm freedom."  
   But other Second Amendment groups -- like Gun Owners 
of America -- say Specter has voted for bills that contain 
anti-gun provisions.  
    While police can be a very effective lobbying group, it's 
not clear that they will carry the day in this political battle. 
http://kdka.com/local/Specter.gun.control.2.987870.html 
 
09-04-17Obama Won't Fight Gun Ban In National 

Parks 

   President Barack Obama's administration said Friday it 
will not appeal a federal court ruling that prohibits 
carrying loaded guns in national parks and wildlife 
refuges.    Instead, the Interior Department said it will 

conduct a full environmental review of an earlier policy 
that allowed concealed, loaded guns in parks and refuges. 
     U.S. District Judge Colleen Kollar-Kotelly struck down 
the gun policy last month. She called the rule, issued in the 
waning days of the Bush administration, severely flawed 
and said officials failed to evaluate its possible 
environmental impacts, as required by law. The judge set 
an April 20 deadline for the Interior Department to indicate 
its likely response. 
    The Bush rule, which took effect in January, allowed 
visitors to carry a loaded gun into a park or wildlife refuge 
as long as the person had a permit for a concealed weapon 
and the state where the park or refuge was located allowed 
concealed firearms. Previously, guns in parks had been 
severely restricted. 
     Kendra Barkoff, a spokeswoman for Interior Secretary 
Ken Salazar, said Friday that the department is not 
completely discarding the Bush rule. Instead, she said that 
officials intend to complete a comprehensive 
environmental impact statement that analyzes the possible 
effects of the Bush rule, as well as a range of alternatives. 
     The review is expected to take several months at least. 
In the meantime, 26-year-old restrictions that had been in 
place before the rule change remain in effect. 
    In her 44-page ruling last month, Kollar-Kotelly called 
the rule-making process used by the Bush Interior 
Department "astoundingly flawed." She noted that officials 
failed to perform an environmental assessment, which calls 
for the government to take into account such factors as 
public safety and the "human environment." 
     Even without an appeal by the Obama administration, 
the court case is likely to continue. The National Rifle 
Association has filed a separate appeal of the ruling. A 
spokesman has said the group will pursue all legal and 
legislative avenues "to defend the American people's right 
to self-defense." 
    Meanwhile, lawmakers who support gun-owners' rights 
have introduced legislation to reinstate the Bush rule. Bills 
introduced by Sen. Mike Crapo, R-Idaho, and Rep. Doc 
Hastings, R-Wash., would allow citizens to carry 
concealed firearms in national parks and wildlife refuges. 
Crapo's bill is co-sponsored by Montana Democrats Max 
Baucus and Jon Tester, as well Republican Sen. Robert 
Bennett of Utah. Two dozen House members — all but one 
Republican — have co-sponsored the House bill. Rep. 
Glenn Nye of Virginia is the sole Democrat to back the 
bill. 
http://kdka.com/politics/obama.guns.ban.2.987933.html 
 
09-04-17 D.A. candidates on gun violence in unique 

forum 

The debate included three journalists and a panel of 
victims' relatives. 
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     Striving to sound smart - and hard-nosed - about the 
city's most pressing crime problem, the six candidates for 
Philadelphia district attorney offered strategies to combat 
gun violence at a unique forum hosted by CeaseFire PA, 
Pennsylvania's largest gun-control group.  
     In a city where some neighborhoods are awash in illegal 
handguns, crimes with guns are the ultimate challenge to 
law and order, the candidates agreed last night at the 
Community College of Philadelphia. 
     But the five Democrats - Seth Williams, Michael 
Turner, Dan McCaffery, Brian Grady, and Dan 
McElhatton - and the lone Republican, Michael 
Untermeyer, also differed in substantive ways. 
     Turner said past efforts to defeat gun violence had 
failed because proponents of gun controls used the "failed 
paradigm" that pits public safety against the Second 
Amendment's right to keep and bear arms. 
     State law prohibits cities from enacting their gun laws. 
Philadelphia, where more than 80 percent of homicide 
victims are African American or Latino, has had to 
conform to the political will of mostly rural Pennsylvania, 
where hunting is popular and most of the lawmakers in 
Harrisburg are white. 
     Turner said the next district attorney needed to take a 
"civil-rights" approach to the argument that Philadelphia 
should be able "to enact its own gun laws." 
     What made the event unusual as political theater was its 
format. In addition to three journalists asking questions, 
there was a panel of four people whose lives were forever 
altered by gun violence, including Larry McDonald, father 
of slain Philadelphia Police Sgt. Patrick McDonald, and 
Dorothy Johnson Speight of the group Mothers in Charge, 
whose son Khaaliq Jabbar Johnson was shot and killed in 
2001 in a dispute over a parking spot. 
     The survivor panelists didn't just ask questions. They 
recounted in heartbreaking detail how their loved ones had 
been murdered. 
     When Chase Wexler, whose father, Harold, was killed 
by robbers on the 8000 block of Ogontz Avenue in 2004, 
asked the candidates how they would stop gun crimes, 
McCaffery was forceful. 
     "What it's going to take," he said, "is someone with 
enough balls - excuse my language - to stand up to" soft 
judges. "If I have to go to war with the judiciary, I will." 
     The mild profanity opened the way for two other 
candidates - Turner and Grady - to use the very same word, 
and evoked the "tough-cookie" image of District Attorney 
Lynne M. Abraham, who after 19 years elected not to run 
again. 
     Untermeyer said he would press the state Sentencing 
Commission to toughen guidelines. He said it could be 
done without legislative approval. He also pushed for a 

form of laser branding of weapons that would make it 
easier to trace guns used in crimes. 
     Williams said he would aggressively prosecute "straw 
buyers," who purchase guns for criminals. 
     "Handguns aren't made at 52d and Florence. They are 
brought here," he said, vowing to crack down on illegal 
street sales. He said the next district attorney also needed, 
in effect, the skills of a social worker to try to "change the 
culture of young men who feel they have to be strapped to 
be a man." 
     Grady said the most dangerous criminals needed to be 
incarcerated for decades. He faulted a system in which 
assistant district attorneys prepared hard to win trials, then 
fell down on the job in the sentencing phase. 
     "Sentencing is not a day off for the A.D.A.," he said. 
"Sentencing day is a day of reckoning." 
     The candidates all favored laws that would require 
owners to report lost or stolen guns. They all bemoaned the 
fact that every year in Philadelphia, thousands of people 
are shot, hundreds die, scores are left paralyzed, and more 
than $100 million is spent on assault-related hospital 
charges. 
     In the sparsely attended auditorium, however, 
McElhatton seemed to offer the night's crowning 
observation when he said the district attorney couldn't lead 
the effort alone. 
     "If this forum were about property taxes . . . or wage 
taxes," he said, "this room would be bursting at the seams. 
Until we get the wide breadth of the city to participate, we 
will not succeed." 
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/local/43158862.html 
 
09-04-16 New gun law aimed at asserting sovereignty 

     Gov. Brian Schweitzer has signed into law a bill that 
aims to exempt Montana-made guns from federal 
regulation, adding firepower to a battery of legislative 
efforts to assert states’ rights across the nation. 
      “It’s a gun bill, but it’s another way of demonstrating 
the sovereignty of the state of Montana,” Democrat 
Schweitzer said. 
     Since the law applies only to those guns that are made 
and kept in Montana, its impact is limited. The state is 
home to just a handful of specialty gun makers, known for 
recreating rifles used to settle the West, and most of their 
customers are out-of-state. 
     But supporters of the new law hope it triggers a court 
case testing the legal basis for federal rules governing gun 
sales. 
      “What we need here is for Montana to be able to 
handle Montana’s business and affairs,” bill sponsor Rep. 
Joel Boniek, a Republican and wilderness guide from 
Livingston, told fellow lawmakers during the bill’s House 
debate. 
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     The measure is one of many introduced by state 
lawmakers across the nation seeking to confront what 
some see as a federal overreach into state matters that will 
be extended with the national stimulus plan. 
     Along with the gun bill, Montana legislators are 
considering a resolution that affirms the 10th Amendment 
principle that the federal government only has those 
powers that are specifically given to it by the U.S. 
Constitution. 
      “The whole goal is to awaken the people so that we can 
return to a properly grounded republic,” Rep. Michael 
More, R-Gallatin Gateway and the Montana resolution’s 
sponsor, said at a House committee hearing Wednesday. 
     As many as fifteen other Legislatures have also been 
mulling resolutions that buck federal control in states such 
as New Hampshire, South Carolina, Missouri and 
Oklahoma. 
      “The balance has swung far to the extreme to the 
empowerment of the federal government, and to the harm 
of the individual states,” More said. 
     Opponents of the state sovereignty bids, however, warn 
they could give legitimacy to the kind of anti-government 
ideas that fueled the militia movement in Montana and 
elsewhere. 
      “When you really actually get in and look at it there is 
a lot of what we feel is very dangerous, very anti-
government language that reads very similar to posters for 
the militia movement in the 1990s,” said Travis McAdam, 
the interim director of the Montana Human Rights 
Network, a group formed to oppose racism and extremism. 
     One of the few state Senators who voted against the gun 
bill — Sen. Christine Kaufmann, D-Helena — is that 
group’s director when the Legislature is not in session. She 
ties the bills’ proliferation to fears about the Democratic 
administration of President Barack Obama and stimulus 
spending. 
      “I do think that there is a kind of renewed vehemence 
to this kind of right-wing rhetoric being spewed by 
conservative talk show hosts to rile the troops and they are 
using the fact that we have a Democratic, black president 
as one of their rallying calls,” Kaufmann said. 
     The Montana bills are being sponsored by freshman 
legislators who ran as part of a broader effort to oust more 
moderate Republicans in last spring’s elections. 
     House Resolution 3, the one sponsored by More, 
follows another states’ rights declaration that deadlocked 
in the same committee earlier this session, although the 
committee’s chairman said it may have a shot on its second 
try. 
     House Bill 246, the Montana-made gun bill, cleared the 
Legislature easily before reaching the governor’s desk. 
     Its supporters next plan to find a “squeaky clean” 
Montanan who wants to send a note to the federal Bureau 

of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives threatening 
to build and sell about 20 rifles without federal dealership 
licensing. If the ATF says it’s illegal, the gun bill’s backers 
plan to file a lawsuit in federal court with the goal of 
launching a legal showdown that lands in the U.S. 
Supreme Court. 
     The Montana Shooting Sports Association, which 
drafted the bill, has said it will raise the money to pay for 
any legal costs. 
      “It doesn’t cost us any money and I like guns,” 
Schweitzer said after signing the bill. 
      “I like big guns, I like little guns, I like pistols, I like 
rifles, and I would like to buy a gun that’s made in 
Montana,” Schweitzer said. 
http://www.helenair.com/articles/2009/04/16/legi/top/65st
_090416_statesrights.txt 
 
09-04-16  Rendell Renews Anti-Gun Effort 

     Gov. Ed Rendell, D, failed to convince state legislators 
to pass several gun-control bills out of committee in 2007, 
but he revived that effort yesterday against the backdrop of 
recent police shootings. 
      He asked General Assembly members to support 
permitting municipalities across the state to adopt their 
own gun-control policies and require gun owners whose 
guns go missing to report them to the police within 24 
hours. But, he said, the federal government needs to take 
action as well. 
      The governor thus called on Congress to send 
President Barack Obama a bill reinstating the assault-
weapons ban, which President Bill Clinton originally 
signed, but lapsed during George W. Bush’s presidency. 
      Supporters of the ban say the guns it covered are rapid-
fire weapons that aren’t used for hunting or for self-
defense. 
      “No one hunts a deer with an AK-47 or an M-16,” Mr. 
Rendell said yesterday upon leaving a transportation 
announcement at Philadelphia International Airport. 
“These weapons are made for one purpose: to kill and to 
maim.” 
      Opponents of the assault-weapons law called it 
“cosmetic,” arguing that many of the guns it banned 
actually did not have rapid-fire capabilities, but simply 
looked menacing to gun-control advocates. Many gun 
manufacturers circumvented the ban by redesigning their 
weapons. 
      Mr. Rendell told Pennsylvania members of Congress 
and state legislators in letters yesterday that Pittsburgh 
Police Officers Eric Kelly, Paul Sciullo and Stephen 
Mayhl died at the hands of an AK-47-wielding man on 
April 4. Recent shootings of law-enforcement officers have 
also shaken the Philadelphia area. Mr. Rendell said it 
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would honor the policemen’s memories and the wishes of 
living police officers to enact these anti-gun laws. 
      “If we care about them, let’s listen to what they’re 
telling us,” he said. “No more assault weapons.” 
      Much as the former Philadelphia mayor wants 
Pennsylvania lawmakers to embrace more firearms 
restrictions, the political climate doesn’t appear hospitable 
to that idea. 
      “It has simply no chance,” said Lowman Henry, 
chairman of the Harrisburg-based Lincoln Institute of 
Public Opinion Research. “It’s rather pathetic that the 
governor would use a tragedy such as this to advance his 
liberal agenda on gun control.” 
      Mr. Henry said Mr. Rendell would have been more 
responsible to allow investigations on all three 
policemen’s deaths to finish up before determining what 
implications they have for public policy. 
      The governor hails from Philadelphia where gun 
control is popular and is catering solely to the attitudes of 
that region, Mr. Henry said. 
      “The governor has never realized that Pennsylvania 
extends beyond City Line Avenue,” he said. 
      Last year a Supreme Court challenge to a ban on nearly 
all firearms in Washington, D.C., overturned that city’s 
law. But Mr. Rendell said he does not believe that decision 
bodes ill for a reinstatement of the assault-weapons ban 
because it allows for gun control that doesn’t prohibit all 
firearms. 
      The court’s opinion, he said, “made it clear that the 
Second Amendment has its limits.” 
http://thebulletin.us/articles/2009/04/16/top_stories/bullet_
points/doc49e6d0a7c09b6099234994.txt 
 
09-04-15  Pa. man jailed in weapons case 

     A man who was described by his attorney as "self-
reliant" and who "didn't trust the government" was 
sentenced yesterday to a year and a day in federal prison 
for being the middleman in a January 2003 transfer of an 
AK-47 assault rife with a shortened barrel, obliterated 
serial number and silencer. 
     Larry Cozad, 61, formerly of Cheltenham, and now 
living in upstate Pennsylvania, didn't know that one of the 
parties in the transaction was a government cooperator. 
     Cozad also must serve six months of house arrest and 
wear an electronic ankle bracelet when he is released from 
prison. 
     U.S. District Judge Bruce W. Kauffman gave Cozad, 
who has been free on bail since his arrest in January 2008, 
until May 18 to surrender. 
     Authorities said Cozad also sold a Ruger .22-caliber 
pistol with an obliterated serial number to a government 
cooperator for $1,000 in May 2003 and an unregistered 

silencer to the same cooperator for $500 in June 2003, 
according to court papers. 
     Defense attorney James M. Duckworth had argued 
against a prison sentence, saying that Cozad had accepted 
responsibility for his misdeeds, had no prior criminal 
history and was not likely to commit another crime. 
     A businessman who testified on Cozad's behalf said that 
Cozad was a master machinist who was helping him to 
develop a new automotive-braking system and that Cozad 
was integral to the project's success. 
     Cozad, who pleaded guilty in January to the firearms 
charges, told Kauffman he had made "a really poor, 
extremely poor, decision in my judgment." He said he was 
not a threat to society and did not need to be incarcerated, 
adding: "However, if that is your decision, I will abide it." 
     Assistant U.S. Attorney Judy Goldstein Smith had 
argued for a sentence within the advisory guideline range 
of 30 to 37 months. 
     Smith said a guideline-range sentence was necessary 
because of the seriousness of the offense and the need to 
deter others. 
     Although the firearms at issue in the indictment never 
made it into the marketplace, Smith said Cozad did not 
know that at the time and had "no idea" what became of 
them. "There's never a legitimate purpose for obliterating a 
serial number," she said. 
     Smith also said that Cozad appeared to have other 
silencers in his possession but that the feds did not know 
what if anything happened to them. 
     After he was sentenced, Cozad thanked Kauffman for 
his leniency. The judge said the sentence reflected the 
seriousness of Cozad's offenses and his remorse. 
http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/43020362.h
tml 
 
09-04-15  Farnese Touts New Gun Bill 

     Philadelphia — Legislation proposed by a local state 
senator could provoke opposition from Philadelphia’s gun-
ownership advocates. 
     State Sen. Larry Farnese, D-1st of Philadelphia, 
announced details yesterday of two bills he introduced that 
would tighten restrictions and increase penalties of illegal 
gun carriers throughout the state. 
      District Attorney Lynne Abraham, Deputy Police 
Commissioner Richard Ross and several others, joined Mr. 
Farnese during the news conference at police headquarters 
where he made his announcement yesterday. 
      An assortment of illegal firearms that had been seized 
during a police raid at 25th and York streets over the 
weekend were out for everyone to see. 
    Police said all weapons were unregistered and were 
probably used in drug deals. 
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     “If you take a look at these weapons, you can discern 
very clearly and quickly that these weapons are not used to 
hunt deer,” said Mr. Farnese. “They are used to kill 
people.” 
    Most weapons confiscated by police come from 
abandoned warehouses and homes in Philadelphia. Over 
the last week, Pennsylvania has seen a swell of gun 
violence, from the four Pittsburgh police who were shot to 
the murder of a 21-year-old woman from the city’s Point 
Breeze section Saturday night. 
     Mr. Farnese’s first bill, Senate Bill 415, would prohibit 
anyone who is charged, but not yet convicted of a felony, 
from purchasing, transferring, selling or possessing any 
firearm. 
     His second bill, Senate Bill 416, addresses the way 
adults who committed certain felonies as juveniles are 
treated, compared to adults who commit similar crimes 
during adulthood. 
    Currently, these adults cannot purchase or even own a 
gun, but that person can evade that law if the felony 
committed took place when the person was still a juvenile. 
    “This is a huge loophole right now, that, after 
discussions with the Gun Violence Task Force, we can 
address legislatively and close that up,” said Mr. Farnese. 
    Mrs. Abraham said she is optimistic the National Rifle 
Association (NRA) would be open-minded. 
     The civil rights group is currently challenging a series 
of gun-control measures passed by City Council. The 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court has repeatedly upheld the 
state’s exclusive right to enact gun laws. 
    “We believe these bills will find favor with the NRA,” 
said Mrs. Abraham. 
     “Under federal law, anybody who’s been indicted, but 
not yet convicted, even with the presumption of innocence, 
is prohibited from buying a gun. We don’t want to give 
anybody a free ride. That is the federal law and it should 
closely mirror our law as well,” she said. 
    “There’s no reason in the world for somebody to carry 
something like that around,” Mr. Ross said, pointing to an 
SKS semi-automatic rifle, known in the  South as the 
“poor-man’s deer rifle,” that was found in a North 
Philadelphia warehouse. 
      “All you’re going to do is kill some innocent kid or 
somebody else out there,” he said. “I’ll be candid with you. 
Unless we can come at it from several different points of 
view, we’re just going to struggle with it.” 
http://thebulletin.us/articles/2009/04/15/news/local_state/d
oc49e562a4703b3158835867.txt 
 
09-04-14  Alabama lawmen recover World War II weapons 
in Bibb County creek 

     A small cache of Japanese, Italian and German World 
War II-era weapons found dumped in a Bibb County creek 
is baffling to even the most veteran lawmen.  
     The firepower, discovered by a state road crew 
conducting a bridge inspection just north of Centreville 
late last week, is illegal to own, still in working condition 
and probably worth in the hundreds of thousands of 
dollars, said David Hyche, resident agent in charge at the 
Birmingham office of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives.  
     "I've never encountered anything like it in my 21 years," 
Hyche said. "It's amazing to us what was recovered there. 
These are things you see in the movies on a Saturday 
afternoon."  
     Amazing, and potentially dangerous, he said.  
     "It's a significant arsenal if it got into the wrong hands," 
Hyche said.  
     Bibb County Sheriff Keith Hannah said state road 
workers called his office on Thursday after spotting the 
weapons.  
     Hannah sent a sheriff's dive team into the water, where 
they found four Japanese machine guns, a Japanese anti-
tank cannon, an Italian machine gun, a Japanese 50 mm 
mortar and a Thompson submachine gun, also known as 
the Tommy Gun, a popular Prohibition-era weapon.  
     Authorities recovered two other weapons, but are 
withholding a description to help in the investigation, 
should someone with information call.  
     The weapons were found in water that ranged from four 
to 12 feet deep and Hannah said they had been there 
probably less than 24 hours.  
     "No silt had washed over them and they had not even 
started rusting," the sheriff said.  
     The weapons were field tested and the majority are in 
working condition and could be fired with modern 
ammunition.  
     "Can you imagine if these had gotten into the wrong 
hands?" Hyche said.  
     Hyche said it wasn't difficult after World War II to 
bring weapons back as souvenirs, and there was a period 
where they could have been legally registered.  
     The guns found in Bibb County were not legally 
imported or registered, Hyche said.  
     Authorities can only speculate for now how the guns 
ended up in a creek. They may have been taken in a 
burglary, a robbery or simply been found by a family 
member of a veteran who didn't know what to do with 
them, Hannah and Hyche said.  
     "Obviously, we want to find out if there's more," Hyche 
said.  
     Investigators believe whoever had these weapons 
bragged to someone else. "The chances of having these in 
your house and not showing them off is slim," Hyche said.  
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     They want to talk with anyone who may have been 
associated with the weapons. They also are trying to      
locate a museum interested in displaying them.  
     "We don't want to destroy pieces of history," Hyche 
said.  
     Anyone with information on the weapons is asked to 
call ATF at 205-583-5970 or the Bibb County Sheriff's 
Office at 205-926-4683.  
http://www.al.com/birminghamnews/stories/index.ssf?/bas
e/news/1239696950298400.xml&coll=2 
 
09-04-13  Scrubbing In: Splattering paintball can 

shatter an eyeball 

    Heading home on his bike along Frankford Avenue on a 
recent Saturday night, Sean Cross, 17, of Wissinoming saw 
a van pull up alongside him. He heard a pop, and the next 
thing he knew, his eye was throbbing. A paintball, a hard, 
paint-filled spherical piece of gelatin fired by a special 
gun, had struck his eye. The van zoomed away. 
     He called his grandmother, who picked him up and took 
him to the hospital. Cross' eye was swollen and bloody. He 
couldn't see a thing. 
    I first heard about Cross from an ER doctor at Frankford 
who called me at 4 a.m. "The eye is destroyed. It's 
ruptured," he told me. Cross was transferred to the Wills 
Eye emergency room at Thomas Jefferson University. 
    The ER doctor was right. His eye was full of blood. 
Ophthalmologists call it an "8-ball" because it looks like 
the black pool ball. The tissue around it was so swollen, it 
resembled raw steak. Cross was in severe pain, but he 
bravely hung in for our brief exam. 
    My coresident and I couldn't see the cut in his eyeball, 
but with such an injury we suspected a laceration. We gave 
him intravenous antibiotics and took him up to the 
operating room where a surgeon sewed up the eye. We 
hoped to prevent infection. Whether his vision would 
return was unknown. 
    "Why does paintball even exist?" one of my coresidents 
e-mailed as we reflected on this despicable crime. None of 
us - there are seven women and one guy in my class of 
residents - had ever played. We couldn't see the appeal. 
Used responsibly with pads, goggles, and helmets, 
paintball could be a way for players to blow off steam by 
pretending to be soldiers. But paintball in the wrong hands, 
just like a gun, is dangerous. 
    Even with the best of intentions, paintball can still harm. 
Earlier that night, another teenager came in after being 
pelted in the eye accidentally when he took his safety 
glasses off at the end of the game. He had half of an 8-ball 
and severe bruising in the back of his eye, the retina, which 
could mean permanent visual damage. 

    There seems to be a mini-epidemic of paintball disasters 
appearing in our emergency room, one of the few in the 
country that specializes in complicated eye injuries. 
    My colleague recently saw a patient who had blood 
inside the eye and laceration of the conjunctiva, the clear 
tissues over the white part of the eye. What happened? It 
was paintball. This patient also had taken off his eyewear 
prematurely. Since then I've heard of two other cases. 
    Accidents can occur in paintball games or outside them. 
In one study of 19 patients at Wake Forest University, 
nearly half the injuries occurred outside war games by 
accident or assaults. In another study from Wills Eye 
Hospital, almost half of the 35 patients ended up legally 
blind. A third of the patients had removed their goggles 
due to fogging before the injury occurred. 
    Paintball was not always a human hazard. The capsules 
were invented by the Nelson Paint Co. in the 1950s to 
mark livestock and trees for farmers and foresters. Then in 
1981, the first recreation game was held. More than 10 
million people now play paintball in the United States. 
    When I told my husband that paintball should be 
banned, he laughed: "What a downer you are." He knows 
my opinion is skewed by seeing these needless injuries. He 
played a few times as a kid in Pittsburgh and enjoyed the 
excitement of trying to capture the flag while under assault 
from paintballs. 
    My perspective is based on a different reality. Even if 
paintball centers weren't banned, it's shocking that guns 
and balls can be had so easily. You can buy a set of 1,700 
paintballs for $10 at Sports Authority as well as a paintball 
gun to go with it. 
    A few days after the surgery, Cross was still in pain and 
couldn't see. So the eye was removed. He had planned on 
entering the Marines after high school. And he had just 
started another season as a pitcher for Abraham Lincoln 
High School. 
C    ross has faced this disaster with amazing courage. I 
asked him how he felt about his attackers and whether 
paintball should be made illegal. He told me he didn't want 
to think about those things right now. He wanted to focus 
on healing and getting back to the baseball diamond. 
    His teammates already did the research: There have 
been at least five one-eyed professional baseball players. 
He should make it back to the mound, he predicts, before 
the end of the season. 
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/magazine/42889882.html 
 
09-04-08  Before Recent Shootings, Gun-Control 

Support Was Fading 
    PRINCETON, NJ -- In Gallup polling conducted prior to last 
week's gun massacre at an immigrant center in Binghamton, 
N.Y., only 29% of Americans said the possession of handguns by 
private citizens should be banned in the United States. While 
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similar to the 30% recorded in 2007, the latest reading is the 
smallest percentage favoring a handgun ban since Gallup first 
polled on this nearly 50 years ago. 
 
   Public support for restricting the sale and possession of 
handguns to "police and other authorized persons" was relatively 
high in the early 1990s, with 41% to 43% in favor, but has since 
edged lower. At the same time, opposition to a ban has increased 
from 53% in 1991 to 69% in the most recent survey. 
   The latest figures come from the most recent installment 
of Gallup's annual Crime survey, conducted Oct. 3-5, 
2008. It is unclear what impact, if any, the recent 
Binghamton incident may have on Americans' views of 
gun control. 
    Separately, the October Crime survey found just under 
half of Americans, 49%, wanting the laws covering the 
sale of firearms to be made stricter than they are now. This 
is the lowest percentage favoring stricter gun laws in 
Gallup trends since the question was first asked in 1990. 
While only 8% say gun laws should be made less strict, 
41% say they should remain as they are now. 

 

   Thus, as of last fall, Americans were evenly divided at 
49% each over whether the laws covering the sale of 
firearms should be made stricter, or not. This contrasts 
with public opinion in the early 1990s, when the balance of 
opinion was more than 2 to 1 in favor of making gun laws 
more strict. 
    While Gallup finds broader support among Americans for 
stricter gun laws than for banning handguns, the demographic 
patterns in support for each policy are similar. Women are more 
in favor of each proposal than are men; Democrats are much 
more supportive than independents and Republicans; and gun 
non-owners are much more supportive than the 43% of 
Americans who have a gun in their household or on their 
property. There are only minor differences in views among 
residents of the four major regions of the country, as well as by 
age. 
 
Discussion 
   Since last October, several shooting sprees around the 
country have made headline news, including a Christmas 

Eve incident in California where a man dressed as Santa 
Claus killed nine guests at a house party. In March, a 
gunman killed 10 innocents at an Alabama home, 
including several members of his family, a guest of the 
family, and her 18-month-old daughter. And on April 3, an 
immigrant from Vietnam living near Binghamton, N.Y., 
went on a shooting spree at a citizenship center there, 
taking the lives of 13 workers and fellow immigrants. 
   The impact of this string of horrific shootings could have 
altered Americans' views on gun laws since Gallup last 
measured them. Gallup polling in 1999 suggests that the 
Columbine High School shootings in April of that year 
resulted in a slight increase in support for stricter gun laws, 
lasting for at least two months. However, this past 
October's record-low support for gun control was obtained 
after several high-profile gun crimes were carried out in 
2007 and 2008, including the Virginia Tech shootings in 
April 2007, billed as "the deadliest mass shooting in 
modern U.S. history." That incident resulted in the deaths 
of 32 people aside from the shooter. 
     In fact, reduced support for gun-control measures in 
recent years corresponds with a decline in the national 
murder rate over the same period. According to FBI 
statistics, the murder rate dropped sharply in the late 1990s 
-- falling from 8.2 victims per 100,000 inhabitants in 1995 
to 5.7 by 1999 -- and has since remained between 5.5 and 
5.7. 
     The higher public support for banning guns and 
strengthening gun laws seen from about 1988 through 
1993 -- the year the Brady Bill (which provided for a 
waiting period and a national criminal background check 
before a handgun purchase) was passed in Congress -- 
corresponds with the relatively high U.S. murder rate 
recorded during those years. According to the FBI, there 
were more than 8 murders per 100,000 inhabitants in the 
United States in each year from 1988 through 1994, 
peaking at 9.8 murders in 1991. 
     The FBI has yet to release its report on crime in 2008, 
but assuming the lower murder rates seen in recent years 
continue, Americans will be faced with the conflicting 
factors of a relatively low overall murder rate, but a spate 
of recent mass shooting incidents. How the public will 
interpret this in terms of the need for stricter gun laws 
remains to be seen. 

Survey Methods 
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   Results are based on telephone interviews with 1,011 
national adults, aged 18 and older, conducted Oct. 3-5, 
2008. For results based on the total sample of national 
adults, one can say with 95% confidence that the 
maximum margin of sampling error is ±3 percentage 
points. 
    Interviews are conducted with respondents on land-line 
telephones (for respondents with a land-line telephone) 
and cellular phones (for respondents who are cell-phone 
only). 
     In addition to sampling error, question wording and practical 
difficulties in conducting surveys can introduce error or bias into 
the findings of public opinion polls. 
http://www.gallup.com/poll/117361/Support-Gun-Control-
Laws-Time-Lows.aspx 
 
09-04-06  Someone forgot to tell killers that murder is 

against the law 

    Before the hand-wringing and whining, the hysteria and 
shrill demands that “somebody has got to do something,” 
in the wake of a particularly brutal three days that involved 
a mass killing in Binghamton, NY; the triple slaying of 
police officers in Pittsburgh, PA and the despicable 
murder-suicide in Graham, WA of five children by their 
father, it must be noted for the record that somebody 
already did something.  
       Credit all of the state legislatures around the country 
that made it a crime to murder people. This has been the 
situation in this country even before we were a country, so 
the laws against murder are not new, and could not 
possibly have been overlooked by killers, no matter who 
they are. 
       Of course, the easy response is to rant that we don’t 
have enough gun control laws on the books, but as former 
FBI Assistant Director Danny Coulson told KVI morning 
talk jock Kirby Wilbur on Monday, April 6, the “genie is 
out of the bottle” so far as guns in this country are 
concerned. 
        Coulson was right. Over the past several months, gun 
sales have been brisk and there is no sign of a slowdown. 
So all of you gun control advocates need to keep one thing 
in mind: 
       All of these guns you don’t want people to have…we 
already have them.  
      And one more thing: It would be refreshing for anti-
gun ownership zealots to stop arguing that the Second 
Amendment was written only to protect the right of a state 
to form a militia. That's nonsense, and you can find out 
why by reading this. 
   But to the business at hand. 
        Somewhere in his life, the late James Harrison of 
Graham must have been taught that it is against the law to 
murder people, even if your wife runs off with someone 

else. That sort of thing does not allow the killing of your 
innocent children. And before someone starts calling this a 
“trailer park crime,’ as if those living in mobile homes are 
somehow “less” than the rest of us, there are plenty of 
cases of murder-suicide that happen in even the best of 
families, and in countries where they have strict gun 
control laws. 
     The inquest into their deaths was shown grainy CCTV 
footage of Christopher Foster walking around his 
sprawling £1.2m Shropshire mansion at night last 
August...The coroner John Ellery told the inquest at 
Shrewsbury magistrates court that it was most likely 
Kirstie Foster, 15, and her mother Jill, 49, had been shot a 
short time earlier as they slept. The rifle Foster used had 
been fitted with a silencer. Foster had gone about his 
actions "quickly and methodically", Ellery said, which 
suggested a degree of pre-planning. 
         Jiverly Wong, the Binghamton gunman – the one 
who didn’t use a “high-powered rifle” after all – certainly 
must have known that in the Empire State, killing people is 
strictly against the law. This guy owned handguns in one 
of the most gun-un-friendly states in the country. He had to 
have jumped through a lot of regulatory hoops. Yet he was 
armed, and now the gun control camp thinks not enough 
was done to prevent him from owning the two pistols he 
used. 
        Perhaps Congress ought to require gun dealers to take 
courses in clairvoyance, eh? Maybe the Albany legislature 
will mandate a visit to the local fortune teller before New 
Yorkers are issued a gun license.  
       Richard Poplawski of Pittsburgh fatally ambushed 
three good cops who came to his home to investigate the 
disturbance that erupted after Poplawski’s dog urinated on 
his mother’s carpet. Somewhere during this knucklehead’s 
education he must have been advised that shooting people 
because your dog takes a squirt on the rug is not legal.  
        Or did Poplawski attend one of those high schools 
where civics or American Government courses have been 
replaced by “current events” classes that focus more on 
Madonna than they do on responsible behavior? 
   And, of course, there have been ample suggestions over 
the past few days that if we took all the guns away, nobody 
would get killed. 
   Somebody better tell that to Yang Xin, the 22-year-old 
Beijing student at Virginia Tech who was beheaded at a 
campus restaurant by another foreign student this past 
January.     Didn’t hear about that one? Probably would 
have, had she been shot. 
         Or tell it to the family of Tim McLean of Winnipeg, 
who was also decapitated after being slaughtered on a bus 
out on the prairie of Manitoba last year as horrified 
passengers looked on and…well, pretty much ran for the 
door. But of course, they have gun control in Canada, and 
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nobody is legally allowed to carry a handgun for personal 
protection.  
        Of course, to some people, using a gun in self-defense 
is perhaps more horrible than being the victim. 
Fortunately, enough Americans think otherwise and there 
are ample cases of law-abiding citizens in this country 
defending themselves, and others, to prove that self-
defense is moral. 
       Others have complained that America should disarm 
its citizens and control guns like they do in Great Britain. 
       Yeah, right. Tell that to the fans and family of Robert 
Knox, 18, an actor from one of the Harry Potter films, who 
was stabbed to death last year trying to defend his brother. 
   Robert Knox, 18, who acted alongside Daniel Radcliffe 

in Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince, became the 

28th teenager killed in Britain this year, and the 10th in 

London to die from stab wounds. 

       Knife crime in the UK has soared to epidemic 
proportions, and even the newspapers over there have 
complained about it. 
     The scourge of knife crime gripping Britain has 

reached new depths with six murders across the country in 

less than 24 hours.  

      Advocating gun bans, licensing and registration or 
other stiff measures will not prevent violent crime.  
      And reports from England and Canada, and lots of 
other places, only serve as a reminder that when people are 
intent on mayhem, they’re going to use whatever weapon 
they have at the time. 
http://www.examiner.com/x-4525-Seattle-Gun-Rights-
Examiner~y2009m4d6-Someone-forgot-to-tell-killers-that-
murder-is-against-the-law 
 
09-04-03 Roy Exum: Outlaws Will Have Guns 

    There are 110 million people and 742,485 square miles 
in the country of Mexico, but there is only one little store 
in all the land that sells guns. That two-room store, called 
“Directorate for Arms and Munitions Sales,” is located in 
the largest city in the world – Mexico City. It is operated 
and heavily guarded by the army. 
     For a Mexican citizen to legally buy a gun involves a 
long, drawn-out process and, if you want any gun bigger 
than a 22-caliber, it is expressly forbidden. Mexico has 
arguably the toughest gun control laws in the world. 
    Since the beginning of 2008, over 7,000 Mexicans have 
been killed in the exploding drug wars. How do you think 
the gun ban is working out for them south of the border? 
     The powerful drug cartels in Mexico have made a 
mockery of any gun control laws and, as is so sadly the 
growing theme, it is the United States’ fault because the 
outlaws come across the 2,000-mile border and pay cash 
for any kind of guns they want to buy. Then they sneak 
these weapons back into the terror-ravaged country and, to 

hear President Felipe Calderon talk, you would think we 
had something to do with it. 
    The United States enjoys some spectacular freedoms, 
but now the Obama administration, along with a growing 
list of misguided senators, wants to curtail the trail of guns 
to Mexico in the ridiculous belief the drug cartels will quit 
shooting people. And - what – start throwing rocks? 
    I have long held the belief a gun never killed anyone and 
a gun never spent the night in jail. A gun is a tool and, in 
the hands of a criminal, becomes an extension of that 
person. Thusly, you must deal with the person, not his 
weapon. Mexico is today the best example in the world of 
the old expression, “When guns are outlawed, outlaws will 
have guns.” 
     If you will take 15 minutes to do simple research, you’ll 
learn that Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and senators 
like John Kerry who are now crying for bans on some 
guns, are every bit as terribly misinformed as the 
government of Mexico. Let’s face it; the problem isn’t the 
weapons they use but rather what they use them for – to 
supply an insatiable drug trade. 
     If the United States bans certain semi-automatic 
weapons, do you seriously believe the drug cartels will 
quit using automatic weapons? If you are that hopeless, the 
drugs you are taking aren’t working and it is time to go 
back to regular cigarettes. Oh my goodness. 
    Last November one of the cartel’s most prominent 
henchmen, Jamie “el Hummer” Gonzales Duran, was 
captured near the Texas border. Then guess what 
happened? As “el Hummer” was being taken to jail, the 
cartel’s thugs attacked the Mexican “federales” to spring 
their leader, but this time the cops won.  
    When the smoke had cleared, the police confiscated 540 
assault rifles, more than half-a-million bullets, 150 
grenades, 14 cartridges of dynamite, 98 fragmentation 
grenades, 67 bullet-proof vests, seven .50-caliber sniper 
rifles and a light ant-tank (LAW) rocket. All of this was 
just in “el Hummer’s” stack. 
     Have you ever tried to buy a rocket-propelled grenade? 
They don’t sell them at gun shows or anywhere else civil 
people go. There is evidence the cartels are now getting 
“cuerrnos de chivo” – which is Spanish for goat horns – 
from anywhere in the world they wish to buy them. “Goat 
horn” is the nickname of a 30-round banana clip that fits in 
an AK-47. 
     Even if we could stifle every firearm that is smuggled 
across the vast Mexican-United States border, the cartels 
would still have all the assault weapons they ever wanted. 
Oh, they may pay a little more for them, but – honestly – a 
guy named Joaquin “El Chappo” Guzman Loera was just 
named to Forbes Magazine’s list of billionaires and he can 
get anything he wants. 
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    “El Chappo” heads the Sinoloa cartel and, while his 
nickname means “Shorty,” he’s long in the pocket. He is a 
fugitive, of course, but he’s done real well getting cocaine 
across the U.S. border. My deal is that anyone who is in a 
fret over the guns should instead be worried much more 
about the cocaine. Let’s go after “Shorty,” not his pistol. 
     Another thing; you don’t think Shorty's above calling 
the Taliban or Hezbollah and offering a bunch of cash for 
exotic weaponry we see in Iraq and Afghanistan? Listen, if 
the cartels were paying Major Arturo Gonzales Rodriquez 
over $100,000 a month for his assistance before the Army 
officer was arrested in November, what do you think they 
would pay for a bunch of those anti-tank rockets? 
     True, about 90 percent of the confiscated weapons can 
be traced to the United States, but that’s only because we 
are the closest “convenience store”. There is also some 
concern we are given the blame because Uncle Sam is such 
a push-over for “monetary reparations.” 
    C’mon, the guns are a sideshow, to paraphrase a popular 
senator, because we are doing a lousy job of stopping the 
illicit drugs flowing from Mexico into our country. So 
maybe by focusing on the firearms that go out of it, we can 
find a victory somewhere. Such a “head in the sand” 
thought process is nuts. 
    In a confidential memo obtained by ABC News last 
week, we learn that President Barack Obama has already 
been told Mexico could easily become “the next Iraq or 
Afghanistan.” The assessment warned, “We have a 
criminal insurgency by organized crime that may well be a 
precursor to civil anarchy in part of all of Mexico.” 
     So let’s address the real problem, not the sideshow. The 
problem is organized crime. It’s armed to the teeth, very 
sophisticated and allegedly has an “army” of its own that 
today number s over 100,000. Further, it is made up mostly 
of deserters from Mexico’s army.  
    Mexico, which has forever been begging money (and 
getting) from Washington, simply can’t handle its problem 
so we, with the quickness of a knee-jerk, are now sending 
down over a billion dollars to “help.” 
    If a billion dollars seems like a lot, how does this work 
for you; last year the cartels did an estimated $39 billion in 
drug business in the United States. This, at the same time, 
all the Mexican immigrants combined in our country sent 
$25 billion back home to “mama.” Do you see what I’m 
thinking? Stopping gun sales ain’t gonna’ make guys like 
“El Chappo” or “el Hummer” even blink. 
     You don’t kill a snake by cutting off its tail. Any 
country boy will tell you the trick to snake-killing is being 
quick or that serpent will bite you. Brother, you play 
around in the fire long enough and it’s a cinch you’ll “get 
burnt.” 
     Since we’ve been dallying around for so long, there is 
solid proof the Mexican cartels are talking about using 

their “deep pockets” to infiltrate street gangs in many of 
the USA’s biggest cities. You think some of those banditos 
might get a bang out of gunny sack of Improvised 
Explosive Devices (IEDs)? 
     One last point; if we cut off the gun supply at the 
nearest “convenience store,” do you think that maybe some 
Middle East maniacs like the Taliban or those Hezbollah 
boys would be interested in driving all the rocket launchers 
you could stick in a big truck up from the south, through 
either Guatemala or Belize, where border checkpoints are 
almost nonexistent? 
     How you like to have a bunch of Taliban crazies 
drinking tequila late every night right across the Rio 
Grande with their newest friends who are also our next 
door neighbors? 
http://www.chattanoogan.com/articles/article_148179.asp 
 

Founding Fathers Intent: 
"Freedom had been hunted round the globe; reason was 
considered as rebellion; and the slavery of fear had made 
men afraid to think. But such is the irresistible nature of 
truth, that all it asks, and all it wants, is the liberty of 
appearing."--Thomas Paine, Rights of Man, 1791 


