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U.S. Senate Voted to end 

debate/Supports Anti-Gun 

Regulatory ‘CZAR’ 
 

The U.S. Senate ended debate on the nomination of 
one of the most outspoken animal rights, anti-hunting, 
and anti- Second Amendment individuals to a high 
government position.  By a 63-35 vote, cloture was 
invoked and debate stopped on the nomination of Cass 
Sunstein to serve as the head of the Office of 
Information and Regulatory Affairs (OIRA).   

Of the 63 senators that voted in favor of Sunstein 
(see the attached roll call vote), an anti-hunter, 22 
were members of the Congressional Sportsmen’s 
Caucus, or 42 percent. (See the GOA analysis of this 
later in this report) 

Unfortunately BOTH PA Senators voted for this 
disaster.  Please voice your Disapproval and ‘demand’ 
an answer in writing and if you could be so kind as to 
forward a copy by e-mail or fax to us me for their 
permanent record I would greatly appreciate it! 
 
 

For more information on Sunstein go to this link: 
http://www.thefoxnation.com/czars/2009/09/08/regula
tory-czar-2nd-amendment-arguments-based-fears-not-
founding-fathers 

 
'Regulatory Czar': 2nd Amendment Based on 

'Fears,' Not Constitution 

October 23, 2007: "My tentative suggestion is that 
the individual right to have guns as it's being 
conceptualized now is best taken as a contemporary 

creation and a reflection of current fears, not a 

reading of civic-centered founding debates. Modern 

gun owners who are invoking the Second Amendment 
on the basis of a principle they favor are 
perfectionists," now-Regulatory czar Cass Sunstein 
lecture. 

 

Nearly 11,000 wrongly denied by 

background checks 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

Almost 11,000 people were wrongly denied the 
ability to purchase a firearm in 2008 until they 
appealed those rejections and had the denial reversed. 

That revelation is part of a report from the Bureau 
of Justice Statistics, which also revealed that some 
28,000 denials were appealed last year, out of a re-
ported 147,000 denials that included 71,000 denials by 
the FBI and another 76,000 by state or local agencies. 

Last year saw 9.9 million applications for firearm 
transfers, according to the report, and the most 
common reasons for a denial were a felony conviction 
or indictment, followed by a domestic violence 
misdemeanor conviction or restraining order. The 
report also notes that "among all agencies conducting 
background checks, 48% of applications were denied 
due to reasons other than a felony conviction in 2008." 

Last year, according to the report, 13.4% of the FBI 
denials and 8.6% of state denials were because the 
intended buyer was a fugitive, while 1.4% of the FBI 
denials were because the buyer was an illegal alien. 

The National Instant Check System (NICS) was 
mandated by the 1993 Brady Act. From March 1, 
1994 through Dec. 31, 2008, according to the report, 
more than 97 million "applications for firearm 
transfers or permits" were submitted for background 
checks. Of those, almost 1.8 million have been denied. 
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The report does not clarify why 10,885 denials 
were reversed, but it does note that 3,101 FBI denials 
were successfully appealed, and 7,732 state-level 
denials were reversed. States with the most denials 
were Tennessee with 6,308 denials of which 3,560 
were reversed; checks in 2008 

Pennsylvania with 4,289 denials and 1,623 
reversals; Florida with 2,570 denials and 909 
reversals; Oregon with 1,691 denials and 95 reversals, 
and Colorado with 1,599 denials and 1,141 reversals. 
There were also 154 denials at the local level, of 
which 52 were reversed, the report said. 

Another 454 people were denied in other states, 
and 404 of those were reversed on appeal. 

The highest rate of denial last year occurred in 
states where purchase permits are required before a 
transaction can take place. In these states, the buyer 
must obtain a permit or license to buy a firearm. This 
permit requires a background check, and the permit 
must be presented to the seller or the transaction 
cannot take place. The denial rate in those 
jurisdictions was 2.7%, while denial rate for the FBI 
checks was 1.2%. The overall state and local rejection 
rate was 1.9%. 

Of particular noteworthiness is the rejection rate in 
states where possession of a concealed carry permit or 
license exempts a gun buyer from a new background 
check. The denial rate for those states was 1.9%. Eight 
states have such permit exemptions. They are Arizona, 
Arkansas, Kentucky, Minnesota, North Dakota, South 
Carolina, Utah and Wyoming, according to the report. 

The report also notes that the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) field offices 
investigated 5,573 NICS denials that were referred by 
the FBI last year. 

"According to state and local checking agencies 
that reported arrests, an estimated 1,299 persons were 
arrested in 2008 for an outstanding warrant or 
submission of false information on an application," 
the report said. The New GUN WEEK, September 15, 2009 

Reports 

SAF, MSSA team for challenge to gun 
freedom act 

The Montana Shooting Sports Association (MSSA) 
and Second Amendment Foundation (SAF) are 
partnering in a legal action supporting the Montana 
Firearms. Freedom Act (MFFA), passed earlier this 
year by the state legislature. 

This statute declares that any firearms made and 
retained in Montana are not subject to any federal 
authority, noted MSSA President Gary Marbut. 

"The primary purpose of the MFFA is to set up a 
legal challenge to federal power under the commerce 
clause," he noted in a press release. "MSSA and SAF 
expect to mount this legal challenge by filing a suit for 
a declaratory judgment on the principles of the MFFA 
in federal court." 

Marbut said the principle underlying Montana's 
new law "has caught fire nationwide." 

Tennessee has adopted similar legislation and clone 
bills have also been introduced in Alaska, Texas, 
Florida, South Carolina, Minnesota and Michigan. 

SAF founder Alan Gottlieb added, "This is an issue 
that needs public attention because it challenges 
federal intrusion into an area where the federal 
government clearly, and literally, has no business." The 

New GUN WEEK, September 15, 2009 

 

Pittsburgh eyes revived AW ban for 

G-20 summit 
Pittsburgh's short-lived ban on so-called assault 

weapons, quashed by the state General Assembly in 
1994, is still on the city's books, and it may get new 
life under legislation driven by the upcoming G-20 
summit in the city in late September. 

The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette said that a little-noted 
clause in a proposed ordinance written by Mayor Luke 
Ravenstahl's administration to keep protesters from 
thwarting police crowd control efforts invokes the 
defunct "assault weapons" ban. That clause says "no 
person shall possess" an array of items including 37 
"contraband" weapons listed in the ban, "for the 
purpose of defeating lawful removal" by police. 

To Councilman Bruce Kraus, a gun control 
advocate, it's "clearly saying that this ban on assault 
weapons would be an effective tool for policing the G-
20." 

"If indeed, by sending this over, (administration 
officials) feel that the assault weapons ban is needed 
for effective policing during the G-20, would they not 
also feel that the ban is needed for daily policing?" 

City Solicitor George Specter said the clause is 
"not an attempt to ban such things," but rather "a 
restriction on how they are used, in clearly defined, 
limited circumstances." 
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But, the newspaper reported, to Meghan Jones-
Rolla, a firearms lawyer who has represented the 
National Rifle Association in the Pittsburgh area, it 
looks like "a back-door attempt at an assault weapons 
ban." 

"After the G-20, if I'm standing on the corner, and I 
have an assault weapon, and (a police officer) says, 
'Move,' am I in violation?" 

After debating and voting on G-20 legislation, the 
Council may postpone two protest-related bills until it 
can hold a public hearing. 

Pittsburgh officials have said they need new rules 
to deal with techniques that a few protesters use, and 
the legislation bars possession of "animal or human 
waste, animal or human blood, rotten eggs, acid, 
gasoline, manufactured gases or sprays, and alcohol" 
if its meant for thwarting crowd dispersal. The legisla-
tion isn't limited to the Sept. 24 and 25 summit, 
having no sunset provision. 

The newspaper noted that invoking a 1993 firearm 
law could touch a raw nerve with gun rights 
advocates. Councilman Krause told The Post-Gazette 
he didn't know how the G-20 legislation jibes with the 
state law, but he'd like to update the code's list of 37 
guns. 

Local Fraternal Order of Police President Dan 
O'Hara said that he generally didn't oppose peoples' 
right to own powerful guns. 

"It's not the fact that people own assault weapons 
that's a problem," he said. "The problem is how they're 
being used, and who owns them." 

The G-20 summit of leaders of economic 
powerhouse nations is expected to draw sizable 
protests, which have traditionally been left-wing 
oriented, and the event is listed as a National Special 
Security Event, making the Secret Service the lead 
security. The New GUN WEEK, September 15, 2009 
 

Seattle's 'Gun Violence Coordinator' 

funded by Joyce Foundation grant 
 by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

The "Gun Violence Prevention Coordinator" hired 
by the City of Seattle, WA, last year in the midst of a 
flap over legal handgun carry on public property is a 
position funded by a grant from the antigun Joyce 
Foundation through the Mayors Against Illegal Guns 
(MAIG). 

According to Bob Scales, a senior policy analyst 
for the city's Office of Policy and Management, there 
are only three other such positions in the United 
States, in Milwaukee, WI, Reading, PA, and 
Jacksonville, FL. Seattle's is the only coordinator west 
of the Mississippi, Scales noted, and that may be 
because Seattle Mayor Greg Nickels was one of the 
founding members of MAIL. 

Scales could not define what an "illegal gun" is, but 
he did tell Gun Week that "There obviously aren't that 
many 'illegal' guns. I think what the term refers to is 
illegal possession and use or transfer of a gun." 

Nickels, a liberal anti-gun Democrat, last year 
announced that he would issue an executive order 
banning even legally-carried handguns on all city 
property in response to an incident at the 2008 

Folklife Festival in which two people were 
wounded when two men tussled over a concealed 
handgun one of the men was carrying. The pistol was 
discharged during the struggle. 

However, Nickels' proposed ban was immediately 
challenged by the Second Amendment Foundation. 
SAF founder Alan Gottlieb promised a lawsuit if 

Nickels issued an order, which the State AG's 
office had already advised the city would violate state 
preemption. 

Seattle's coordinator is Mark Pursley. According to 
an advertisement for the position, the job pays 
between $80,000 and $90,000 annually, and Scales 
said the grant is for "up to two years." 

This coordinator, according to the job description, 
"will lead city departments and partner organizations 
in developing local, statewide and federal gun safety 
strategies and programs." 

Pursley sent out an e-mail "alert" to people in law 
enforcement a few days prior to US Senate vote on the 
Concealed Carry Reciprocity Act of 2009, sponsored 
by Sen. John Thune (R-SD) that would have 
established nationwide concealed carry recognition, 
much the same as all states honor the driver's licenses 
from other states. 

Gun Week obtained a copy of that email, sent on 
the morning of July 17, which states: 

I wanted to update you on the status of the 
Concealed Carry Reciprocity Act of 2009. As you may 
know, this act would require that all states recognize 
the concealed carry permits from every other state in 
the union regardless of how strict or lax each state's 
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laws are. Any person who would qualify for a 
concealed carry permit in the state with the loosest 
requirements would be permitted to concealed carry in 
your state. 

This is an issue that, if passed, will dramatically 
impact your city and your state. I've attached a 
summary of the Concealed Carry Reciprocity Act of 
2009 and the effect that it will have on Washington 
and Oregon if it is successful. This act is now being 
proposed as an amendment (Thune amendment 
#1618) to the National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2010 (S.1390). 

The vote on the amendment is tentatively 
scheduled for next Monday afternoon. It is my 
understanding that Senators from around the country 
are being pushed hard to attach this act to the Defense 
bill. 

Please feel free to give me a call if you have any 
questions. 

Thank you for everything you do to keep your 
citizens safe. The New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2009 
 

Open Carry debate Moves to front 

page 
by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor 

The open carry debate which has been a continuing 
topic of discussion within the firearms civil rights 
community for years has suddenly become front page 
news because of two incidents of open carry at events 
involving President Barack Obama. 

The first involved one man armed with a handgun 
carrying openly and legally in New Hampshire near a 
venue where some people where protesting the 
President's attempt to drum up support on his 
approach to the thorny health care reform. It was 
followed just a few days later at another protest 
gathering in Phoenix, AZ, where at least one "crisply 
dressed" African-American man openly and legally 
carried what appeared to be a semi-automatic AR-15 
rifle as well as an openly holstered sidearm, and where 
about a dozen other men also were openly and legally 
armed. In neither case, were those openly armed in 
direct proximity to the President stumping for his 
health care proposal. 

Neither the White House nor the general public 
seemed to be overly concerned about these 
expressions in support of open carry, but the national, 
local and even international media went ballistic as 

video footage of the Phoenix incident especially was 
played over and over again in prime time news 
segments. This was followed immediately by 
television and radio talk shows and print columnists 
debating the topic of legalized open carry and the 
propriety of open carry at high profile, high security 
events *Here a national leader was mingling with the 
public. 

Most law enforcement and security personnel 
expressed little concern since there was no threat to 
the President in either case, the laws of New Hamp-
shire and Arizona were not violated, and those who 
carried openly threatened and endangered no one. 

A White House spokesman downplayed the 
incidents, noting that the laws of the states regarding 
gun carry do not change because the President visits 
that state. 

As was to be expected, national and local anti-gun 
organizations expressed their total opposition to 
anyone having a firearm in public, where they claimed 
the presence of guns stifled public debate. 

Many in the media attempted to marginalize the 
armed protesters as dangerous "right wing extremists," 
claims that may impact future public policy (see 
related story about upcoming G-20 meeting in 
Pittsburgh). 

Pro-gun commentators that voiced public opinions 
supported the right to open and concealed carry, but 
some questioned the propriety of openly carrying at 
such high profile public events where some in the 
public might become alarmed. 

Patrik Jonsson of The Christian Science Monitor 

posed some interesting questions in commenting on 
the open-carry incidents. 

Did rifle-toting Obama protester help or hurt gun 
rights? While new laws are allowing more Americans 
to carry guns in public, are gun-carrying protesters 
going too far? 

Jonsson's lead paragraph cast the debate in a 
broader context when he noted, "The appearance of 
weapons near the president at a speech and a 
healthcare town hall has been cast as either a danger to 
the president and public debate or a sign of that gun 
ownership is gradually losing its stigma." 

Jonsson reported that "many gun-rights experts see 

another trend at work: the 're-normalization' of gun 
ownership in the United States." 
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The recent furor over the presence of guns near the 
president is part of an effort to undermine these gains, 
says Brandon Denning, a law professor at Cumberland 
School of Law in Birmingham, AL. It "is an attempt to 
somehow reverse the normalization of guns," he said, 
according to The Monitor.  The New GUN WEEK, September 15, 

2009 
 

NSSF squares off against NPS over 

lead ammunition 
The National Shooting Sports Foundation has 

squared off against the National Park Service after the 
NPS launched a program at Grand Teton National 
Park and National Elk Refuge that encourages hunters 
to use "alternative ammunition" during this year's elk 
and bison hunting seasons. 

According to an NSSF press release, the 
organization took issue with the park service's 
categorization of traditional ammunition as a health 
hazard because bullets contain lead. NSSF has offered 
to work with the NPS on educational efforts that tell 
hunters about steps that may be taken to prevent 
scavengers from ingesting lead fragments. 

The park service wants to ban lead bullets, shot and 
even lead sinkers anywhere in the park system. 

NSSF maintains there is "no scientific evidence" 
that "supports restricting the use of traditional 
ammunition containing lead components." However, 
the group does suggest that "establishing volunteer 
measures is a more reasoned step than banning 
traditional ammunition." NSSF called the park service 
proposal "a drastic policy decision unsupported by 
science" and noted that there is no evidence of any 
adverse impacts on local eagles or ravens. 

The foundation maintains that "educational 
messages can help inform hunters about options 
related to voluntary measures." 

There are non-lead bullets available in some 
ammunition from bullet companies such as Nosler, 
Hornady and Barnes. Gun Week has tested some of 
these lead-free bullets and found them to be accurate 
in handloads. 

NSSF President Steve Sanetti noted that his 
organization has worked with hunters in California to 
promote the burial of entrails so scavengers would not 
get at them, thus possibly ingesting lead fragments. 

"We would like to work with the NPS on this," he said in a 
prepared statement. 

The California Fish & Game Commission recently 
rejected the notion of expanding a ban on traditional 
ammunition after the Department of Fish & Game 
noted a lack of "conclusive evidence" that such an 
expansion was necessary. There is already a ban in 
place in areas where the California condor is known to 
exist. The New GUN WEEK, September 15, 2009 

 

Another Ohio mayor resigns from 

anti-gun Bloomberg group 
Buckeye Firearms Association is reporting that 

Walton Hills, OH, Mayor Marlene Anielski is the 
latest Ohio mayor to resign membership in Mayors 
Against Illegal Guns (IVIAIG), a gun control group 
founded by New York City Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg and Boston Mayor Tim Menino. 

Anielski said she had no idea about the true nature 
of MAIG when she joined just a few months ago, also 
saying that she and her husband are life members of 
the National Rifle Association (NRA). 

On Aug. 17, Anielski followed through on her 
word, sending her resignation letter to Bloomberg 
both by fax and mail. 

"Upon careful review of your statements and 
actions, listening to the concerns of many of my 
constituents and receiving communications from and 
speaking with firearm industry officials, I hereby, 
effective immediately, resign my membership in the 
Mayors Against Illegal Guns coalition,"she wrote. "I 
am withdrawing because you are attempting to erode 
all gun ownership, not just illegal guns. 

"I have learned that the coalition may be working 
on issues which conflict with legal gun ownership, 
and that some actions on your behalf are dubious. I 
joined your coalition because of its purpose to combat 
the criminal acquisition and misuse of guns, which is 
a goal shared by every single American. Regrettably, it 
has become continuously clear to me that you are 
using this coalition of mayors to advance a hidden 
agenda of bringing lawsuits against members of the 
firearms industry and spreading anti-gun propaganda. 

"Mayor, you and your coalition of allies have 
misrepresented yourselves to the mayors of America 
and its citizens. This effort is simply another attempt 
to shift blame for violent crime from criminals to law-
abiding gun owners. This is gun control, not crime 
prevention. These tactics do not target illegal guns, but 
rather honest citizens and lawful dealers, essentially 
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criminalizing all gun ownership. This coalition makes 
no distinction whatsoever between law-abiding gun 
owners and violent criminals". 

Anielski concluded her with a plea to Bloomberg to 
direct his efforts towards "strict enforcement of 
existing laws in our cities to ensure both our safety 
and civil rights." The New GUN WEEK, September 15, 2009 

 

As California deadline nears 

micostamping threat in doubt 
by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor 

Two years ago, Gun Week reported that California had 
passed a novel law that would take effect in January 2010 
requiring the next generation of Semi- automatic handguns 
sold in the state to have a microstamping capability, 
imprinting a microscopic identifying code on every shell 
casing ejected. 

In the intervening years, similar legislation has been 
introduced in many other states and at the federal level, but 
has not been adopted except in the District of Columbia, 
although some state legislatures have split on the issue. 

Now, as the deadline for the law to take affect is only a couple of months 
away, the controversial microstamping technology appears no closer to 
being introduced in California or anywhere else, yet continues to dog 
gunowners and gunmakers. 

The San Diego Union-Tribune reported recently 
that California Attorney General Jerry Brown has 
not certified the law, an action which is required before it 
can take effect as scheduled on Jan. 1, and his aides could 
not say when that may happen. 

Microstamping continues to pose a threat. However, 
some states that had been expected likely to follow 
California's lead instead have pulled back, waiting in some 
cases to see what happens in the Golden State. So far 
similar federal legislation has failed to find any political 
traction. 

Gun manufacturers continue to question the 
readiness and potential cost of the technology, sometimes 
called ballistic tagging as well as microstamping. 
Regardless, they say, other safety standards unique to 
California are stopping most companies from introducing 
handgun models there. 

"I have no reason to believe there is any major 
manufacturer that is going to incur the millions and 
millions of dollars in costs to implement microstamping for 
new models introduced in California," said Larry 
Keane, senior vice president of the National Shooting 

Sports Foundation (NSSF), the firearms and ammunition 
industry trade association. 

"They will simply sell the models that are on the 
(approved) list now. New models going forward will be 
barred from the California market, which is already 
happening," he said, according to The Union-Tribune. 

The newspaper said that the inventor of the 
microstamping technology and those who pushed the 
California law say any impediments to implementing the 
first-inthe-nation statute will be resolved soon. 

"This is going to be implemented in January, and there 
won't be any bumps in the road," predicted Assemblyman 
Mike Feuer, a Los Angeles Democrat who 

sponsored the legislation for the Brady Campaign to 
Prevent Gun Violence. 

Feuer's bill, AB-1471 of 2007, requires all new models 
of semi-automatic handguns sold in California after Jan. 
1 to be equipped with a microscopic array of characters 
that identify the gun's make, model and serial number. The 
tiny characters must be etched in at least two places-the tip of 
the firing pin and one other location-within the firearm and 
positioned so that they transfer onto each cartridge as it is 
fired. Gun-control advocates claim the technology could 
have a profound impact on fighting crime. 

But the limited application of the law, even if everything 
goes smoothly, does not figure to be felt for years. The 
statute covers only new models of semi-automatic pistols 
approved for sale after its effective date. That excludes 1,326 
different types of handguns legal for sale in California. 
Revolvers, which do not discharge shell casings, also are 
not covered. 

The microstamping process was invented 15 years 
ago by Todd Lizotte, a New Hampshire engineer who 
patented the process under the trademark NanoMark 
Technologies. Because the technology was available 
nowhere else, the California legislature required the 
attorney general to certify that it was available "to more than 
one manufacturer unencumbered by any patent restrictions." 

And that hasn't happened yet. "We're continuing to review the 
legislation, but the certification requirements have not yet been met," 
Christine Gasparac, the attorney general's press secretary, told The 
Union-Tribune. 

The relevant patents are not yet in the public domain, 
Gasparac explained. "Nothing can move forward until the 
patent issue has been resolved," she said. 

But even if the Brown certifies the measure, gunmakers 
say it's uncertain when the internal coding may be added to 
firearms, if ever. 
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Many firearms companies are already struggling to 
comply with California's 2006 mandate that all new 
handgun models include a loaded chamber indicator and a 
mechanism that prevents firing when a magazine is removed. 
So far, Ruger's new LCP .380 is the only gun manufacturer 
has overcome that hurdle. 

Several studies, including one done by the University of 
California Davis, have concluded the process needs further 
review, that it appears to work better on some guns than 
others. The New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2009 

 

RFID tagging system for guns goes 

well beyond store security 
by Bob Lesmeister, National Correspondent 

There's good news and there's bad news. First, the 
good! The US military has sent firearms with radio 
frequency identification tags (RFID) to Iraq and 
Afghanistan to find out where the guns eventually end 
up. 

In one case, a hefty amount has landed into the 
hands of the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) and 
People's Mujahedin Organization (MEK). It is also 
estimated that as many as 20,000 firearms have ended 
up in the hands of Al-Qaeda. 

Although not a new project, it only has recently 
come to light. Former President George W. Bush 
informed Congress of the program in the Fall of 2008. 
The RFIDs were inserted into the small arms and, 
being virtually undetectable, the users had no idea that 
they were being tracked. This is the same type of 
technology that the US Department of Energy uses to 
monitor nuclear materials. 

This revelation is not compromising any secret 
program as this information has already been 
broadcast on several Southwest Asian television 
programs. 

One of the reasons the program was implemented 
came about from a Government Accounting Office 
(GAO) report that found some 190,000 weapons in the 
Iraq/Afghanistan region were unaccounted for. One of 
the companies used as a conduit for the RFID planted 
firearms was AEY of Miami, FL. If that name sounds 
familiar, it should. The head of the company, Efraim 
Diveroli, was charged with violating the Arms Export 
Control Act. AEY had a contract to supply the US 
military with ammo, but what it served up was 
garbage. Diveroli had acquired millions of rounds of 
ammunition from China, Albania, Bulgaria, the Czech 

Republic, Hungary, Kazakhstan, Montenegro, 
Romania and Slovakia. Much of it was too old to be 
useful combat rounds, but the Pentagon bought it 
anyway. It would seem that the military procurers had 
no more concern for the well-being of US troops than 
the supplier, AEY. 

While AEY may be out of the picture, the RFID 
weapon program is still in effect. In fact, the Somali 
pirates may find their last arms deal was no deal at all. 
Using RFID technology to find the bad guys is good. 

But what about the bad news? You can bet that the 
gun-grabbing political patsies in Congress and the 
Senate will eye RFIDs even more closely now as a 
way to implement 21st century gun control. The US 
government utilizes the military application of RFID 
weaponry to track the enemy. Unfortunately, there are 
many in the current Administration that view 
gunowners and even the average working man and 
woman as the "enemy." One only has to revisit that 
famous quote of President Barack Obama to realize 
that honest gunowners are indeed seen by the White 
House as the enemy. "You go into these small towns 
in Pennsylvania and, like a lot of small towns in the 
Midwest, the jobs have been gone now for 25 years 
and nothing's replaced them. And it's not surprising, 
then, they get bitter, they cling to guns or religion or 
antipathy to people who aren't like them or anti-
immigrant sentiment or anti-trade sentiment as a way 
to explain their frustrations." 

The pressure is on to implement a British-type of 
medical system here in the US. How long will it be 
before the 

White House attempts to copy Britain's RFID 
weapon system? The UK's Home Office Scientific and 
Development Branch recently developed a study and 
pilot program where police firearms were fitted with 
RFID tags and tracked using hand held electrical 
devices. The UK program states, "The basic principle 
of the system is to determine a method to uniquely 
identify both firearms officers and weapons. For this 
application the system uses RFID tag technology. The 
RFID tag electronically stores a unique number which 
can be associated to an individual officer or weapon. 
The tags can be read electronically and can be 
produced in various forms." Substitute "gunowner" for 
"officer" and you have the American version. 

Any such attempt to mandate RFID technology in 
firearms for civilians would be a violation of the 
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Fourth Amendment which reads: "The right of the 
people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, 
and effects, against unreasonable searches and 
seizures, shall not be violated, and no warrants shall 
issue, but upon probable cause, supported by oath or 
affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be 
searched, and the persons or things to be seized." 

Giving the federal government the power to track 
your private firearms at will would be far worse than 
mandatory gun registration, which is in itself 
intolerable. An RFID chip or tag can also store more 
than just a firearm's serial number and as technology 
advances; the ability to pick up a reading on a tagged 
gun can be greatly expanded. 

Some retail gun stores may use the RFID tag as an 
anti-shoplifting measure which is different than a 
permanent tag/ chip embedded in the gun itself. These 
store tags usually only activate an alarm system if 
someone attempts to abscond with an item without 
paying for it. In most cases, the tag is removed or 
deactivated at the time of purchase. The firearms 
industry has, addressed this concern and the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation's (NSSF) official stance 
is: "Our position can be summarized simply as `Turn 
It Off, Take It Off at the Checkout Counter.' No 
personal information about the consumer purchasing a 
firearm or ammunition product should be 
electronically retained or stored by the merchant 
through the use of an RFID device affixed to the 
product or its packaging." 

One thing is for certain. If the current 
Administration attempts to pass RFID firearms 
legislation, it will open up a whole new marketing 
area for devices and software that effectively 
deactivate RFIDs. The New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2009 

 

SAF sues District of Columbia over 

permits 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 
More than a year after the US Supreme Court voided the 

District of Columbia's ban on handguns, the Second Amendment 
Foundation (SAF) and four private citizens have filed a lawsuit in 
federal district court, challenging the District's continued refusal 
to issue gun carry licenses, to residents or non-residents 
of the city 

SAF filed the lawsuit on behalf of three District 
residents, Tom G. Palmer, Amy McVey and George 
Lyon, and Concord, NH, resident Edward Raymond. 

They are being represented by Virginia attorney Alan 
Gura, who successfully argued the Heller case that led 
to the 2008 Second Amendment ruling by the high 
court. 

SAF founder Alan Gottlieb told Gun Week that, "It is 
beginning to appear like residents of the District are up against a 
rogue city government that simply does not want to ease its 
stranglehold on the most important civil right of all, the right of 
self-preservation." 

"In most major American cities," Gura observed, 
"where the right to bear arms is respected, licensed 
permit holders have proven themselves safe and 
effective. Washington, DC, already requires handgun 
registrants to complete the background checks and 
training classes required of carry permit holders 
throughout the country. It is pointless to deny these 
individuals the right to bear arms." 

At issue is the city's long-standing "custom, 
practice and policy of refusing to entertain gun 
registration applications by individuals who do not 
reside in the District of Columbia " 

According to Gura's complaint, District code "pro-
vides that no person or organization...shall possess or 
control any firearm, unless the person or organization 
holds a valid registration certificate for the firearm." 

Further, the complaint notes, District code 
mandates that registration certificates "shall not be 
issued for a...pistol not validly registered to the current 
registrant in the District...prior to Sept. 24, 1976." 
This rule is subject to three exceptions, the complaint 
notes, including "organizations that employ special 
police officers or other licensed gunowners who are 
armed on duty, retired police officers, and 'any person 
who seeks to register a pistol for use in self-defense 
within that person's home'." 

But within those regulations appears to be a Catch-
22 situation, especially for non-residents of the city. 

SAF wants the court to issue a permanent 
injunction against the city and Police Chief Cathy 
Lanier from enforcing the registration ban on 
handguns to be carried for self-defense by law-abiding 
citizens. The foundation would also like the court to 
order the defendants to issue licenses to carry 
handguns to anybody who satisfies the legal 
requirements for such a permit. 

There once was a city code that allowed the police 
chief to issue carry licenses, the complaint recalls, but 
last Dec. 16, the City Council repealed that code, 
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stripping the police chief of the authority to issue such 
licenses. 

This is the second lawsuit SAF has filed against the 
District in recent months over the city's alleged foot-
dragging and road-blocking of efforts by citizens to 
get their handguns registered. In the earlier action, in 
which Gura also is representing SAF and individual 
plaintiffs Tracy Ambeau Hanson, and Paul and Gillian 
St. Lawrence, the city's arbitrary listing of accepted 
guns was challenged. The city had been allowing 
registration of guns based on a roster maintained by 
the State of California. 

Hanson had wanted to register a model of a pistol that was a 
different color from handguns allowed by the District, and she 
couldn't. 

As a result of that action, the city earlier this 
summer changed its rules by emergency order. Under 
the emergency order, the city acknowledged that 
California's gun roster is inadequate, and that the city 
is also now relying on "safe gun rosters" maintained 
in Maryland and Massachusetts. The New GUN WEEK, 

September 1, 2009 
 

Full 9th Circuit plans to rehear 

Nordyke v. King 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

The 9th Circuit Court of Appeals in San Francisco 
is poised to re-hear the case of Nordyke v. King, in 
which a three judge appeals court panel earlier this 
year ruled that the Second Amendment is incorporated 
to the states. 

Gun rights activists were in many cases stunned 
and disappointed that the full court, or at least an 
enlarged panel, will reconsider this case. There is 
concern that the re-hearing may undo the finding that 
the Second Amendment may be applied to limit state 
and local government gun laws through the due 
process clause of the Fourteenth Amendment. 

When the original ruling was issued in the spring, 
gun activists were cheered because the 9th Circuit is 
widely considered the most liberal federal appeals 
court in the country. The notion that a three judge 
panel from that court could issue a pro-gun ruling of 
such monumental importance encouraged gun owners, 
who believed that it set the stage for Supreme Court 
review of the incorporation issue. Reconsideration and 
reversal by the appeals court might prevent that. If 
three appellate circuit courts are in agreement, there is 

less likelihood the Supreme Court will take up the 
question of incorporation. 

Still, the high court will consider whether to grant a 
hearing on incorporation from a case either in the 7th 
Circuit or the 2nd Circuit. The latter case would look 
at a ruling in which Judge Sonia Sotomayor was part 
of the panel that ruled the Second Amendment does 
not apply to the states. The Seventh Circuit challenge 
involves two cases, McDonald v. Chicago filed by the 
Second Amendment Foundation and Illinois State 
Rifle Association, and NRA v. Chicago, filed by the 
National Rifle Association. 

Caught by surprise at the en banc announcement 
was Second Amendment watchdog Eugene Volokh, 
who had predicted no such re-hearing would occur. 
However, he is holding out hope that the Supreme 
Court will accept one of the cases because of strong 
support for review from many states' attorneys 
general. 

Incorporation would open the door to legal challenges of 
many state and local gun laws on Second Amendment grounds, 
including possibly statutes such as New York's Sullivan Law and 
California's ban on semi-auto sport-utility rifles. The New GUN 

WEEK, September 1, 2009 
 

Corine signs NJ Gun-a-month bill 
On Aug. 6 New Jersey Gov. Jon Corzine (D) 

signed Assembly Bill 339/ Senate Bill 1774 into law, 
legislation which rations handgun purchases to no 
more than one-per-month. 

Simply stated, this new law will prohibit an 
individual from purchasing more than one handgun 
within a 30-day period. The state already requires an 
individual to first obtain a permit to purchase — a 
process which includes an extensive criminal 
background check and a minimum of 30 days to 
complete. The New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2009 

 

New poll shows most Americans back 

right-to-carry 
When the Senate fell two votes shy of passing the 

Thune/Nutter national reciprocity amendment 
recently, the 39 senators who voted against the 
measure were apparently way out of step with the 
American public. 

This became apparent when a new poll conducted 
by Zogby International and The O'Leary Report, 
revealed that 83% of Americans support right to carry 
laws. 
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When Zogby/O’Leary asked voters if they 
supported or opposed conceal carry, an overwhelming 
majority of Americans (83%) support concealed-carry 
laws, while only 11% oppose them. This majority cuts 
across all demographics. Independent voters (86%), 
Democrats (80%), young voters age 18-29 (83%), 
Hispanic voters (80%), and those who said they voted 
for President Obama (80%) support the right to carry a 
firearm. The New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2009 

 

Mexican drug gang grenades worry 

ATF 
After a grenade failed to explode when tossed into 

a Pharr, TX, bar because of a gang member's incompe-
tence, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives (ATF) went on high alert because of the 
possible future threat of grenades coming from the 
Mexican drug cartels into the US. 

According to wire service reports, grenades which 
are strictly controlled in the US, are preferred by drug 
cartel hitmen because they are cheap and easy to find. 
Many are left over from Central America's civil wars 
and sold on the black market to drug cartels. Some are 
brought in by weapons smugglers. Others are diverted 
from the region's militaries. 

The Mexican government says 1,600 grenades 
were seized in Mexico last year, a 170% increase from 
594 in 2007. Already, 950 grenades have been 
recovered this year. The New GUN WEEK, September 15, 2009 

 

ATF initiative ups inspections in 

Houston area 
Added agents have allowed the Bureau of Alcohol, 

Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) to inspect 
roughly 1,000 licensed gun dealers in the Houston, 
TX, area, and follow up more leads, said the agency's 
acting director on Aug. 14. 

"We've never had inspectors like this, not in a long 
time," Acting ATF Director Kenneth Melson said in 
an interview with Associated Press (AP) following the 
signing of an agreement to share intelligence with 
Mexico. 

ATF reassigned 100 agents and other staff to 
Houston hi April to clear a backlog of leads and 
inspections as part of a US pledge to help Mexican 
authorities probing violent drug cartels. According to 
AP, the initiative, originally scheduled to run four 

months, was supposed to be concluded by the end of 
August. 

Mexican officials claims drug cartel guns come 
from the US, and AP reported that Houston has the 
largest number of licensed gun dealers in the nation at 
about 360; the total metro area includes roughly 600 
dealers. Along with the inspections, the added staff was able to 
clear a backlog of leads, Melson said. Dozens of new cases have 
been referred to the US Attorney's Office for prosecution, he 
said. 

Once the agency assesses the Houston operation, 
officials will decide whether to do similar temporary 
reassignments elsewhere, on the border, he said. The New 

GUN WEEK, September 1, 2009 
 

SAF challenges city park firearms ban 

in Seattle 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

The city of Seattle is continuing to probe the 
boundaries of its authority under Washington state's 
preemption statute, posting signs at various city parks 
announcing that firearms are prohibited, despite a 
statewide exemption to such regulations for citizens 
licensed to carry concealed handguns. 

In response, the Second Amendment Foundation 
(SAF)—based in nearby Bellevue—has fired off a 
letter to City Attorney Thomas Carr, noting that the 
municipal code cited on these signs "is void of 
enforceable regulations pertaining to firearms." 

The letter, signed by SAF founder and Executive 
Vice President Alan Gottlieb, also notes that the 
specific municipal code "makes reference to firearms 
only in the context of being exempt from noise 
regulations." 

Under state preemption statute, the legislature 
decided more than 20 years ago that the state "fully 
occupies and preempts the entire field of firearms 
regulation within the boundaries of the state, including 
the registration, licensing, possession, purchase, sale, 
acquisition, transfer, discharge, and transportation of 
firearms..." 

Gun Week has obtained a photo' of one such sign, 
at Seattle's Carkeek Park, that lists various prohibited 
activities and objects. Lumped along with overnight 
camping, possession of alcohol or drugs, graffiti, 
amplified sound and excessive noise, fireworks or 
firearms are also banned. 

"That is clearly outside the authority of the city," 
Gottlieb noted. 
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When the legislature passed the preemption law in 
1983 and amended it in 1985, the statute specifically 
nullified all such ordinances and codes relating to 
firearms if they exceeded state standards. There has 
always been an exemption to such bans for citizens 
legally licensed to carry concealed handguns. 

In recent years, open carry activists have gotten 
involved in the controversy over guns in public parks. 
Washington is an open carry state, where citizens may 
carry a gun on their hip under most circumstances, 
without a license. Recently, King County Sheriff Sue 
Rahr issued a memorandum to all sheriffs' deputies, 
reminding them about the legality of open carry 
Seattle is located in King County. 

"Historically speaking," Gottlieb said in his letter to 
Carr, "the City of Seattle is not the first to propose an 
illegal and unenforceable ordinance with respect to 
firearms possession on city park property. There have 
been several jurisdictions that have posted signs 
similar to those referenced above. These jurisdictions 
were notified that their actions were illegal based on 
the existence of (the) state preemption statute and 
their actions would warrant litigation. They 
subsequently changed their signs to reflect compliance 
with state law." 

Gottlieb added that SAF "can successfully litigate 
this issue with an established body of case law." 

He said that the foundation, which is involved in 
educational and legal activities, does not wish to 
litigate "if appropriate legal remedies can be mutually 
agreed upon." Gottlieb said he would be satisfied if 
the city merely amended the language on its signs to 
reflect that illegally carrying firearms would not be 
permitted in the parks. The New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2009 

 

Japan doesn't give TV a pass 
A recent report from Shiga Prefecture in Japan 

shows that country's police have no "get-out-of-jail-
free" card for journalists, unlike the US. 

The International Herald Tribune reported that 
police were not overreacting when they swooped 
down on a TV broadcaster that had allowed a celebrity 
to handle a hunting rifle during a live broadcast. 
Japan's TV networks are outraged, of course, citing 
the fact the gun was not loaded. 

Police did react belatedly. They did not search the 
broadcaster's premises until four months after the 
show aired. During their search they confiscated a 

dozen items, including a script and a DVD of the 
show. 

Shiga prefectural police regard the incident, in 
which a hunter with a gun permit allowed TV 
personality Noburo Harada, 57, to momentarily handle 
the rifle during the show, as a serious breach of a law 
concerning the storage and management of firearms. 

So much so, the newspaper reported, that on June 
12, the prefectural police referred the case to 
prosecutors. As a result, the hunter, aged 49, along 
with a 60-year-old TV producer and a 37-year-old 
director of the show, could face charges of violating 
the swords and firearms control law. 

This is in stark contrast to the US where you can 
convert a semi-auto to full automatic with impunity, if 
you do it on a network show selling an anti-gun 
message. The New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2009 

 

California sheriff in SAF lawsuit not 

running again 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

A California sheriff named as a defendant in a 
Second Amendment Foundation (SAF) lawsuit over 
concealed carry has announced he will not seek re-
election to a second term next year. 

Sacramento County Sheriff John McGinness heads 
a department in financial chaos. He has recently had to 
lay off 122 deputies, according to the Sacramento Bee, 

and he has engaged in a bitter dispute over department 
funding with County Executive Officer Terry 
Schutten. 

McGinniss will remain in office through the end of 
his current term, which wraps up in 2011. By that 
time, there should have been action on a federal 
lawsuit against McGinniss and another sheriff, Ed 
Prieto in Yolo County, and both Sacramento and Yolo 
counties. Joining SAF in the lawsuit, which was filed 
in US District Court for the Eastern District of 
California are the CalGuns Foundation and three 
citizens, Deanna Sykes, Andrew Witham and Adam 
Richards. 

The lawsuit alleges that both sheriffs have denied 
concealed handgun permits to citizens on the grounds 
that they do not have "good cause" to carry a firearm 
for personal protection. According to court 
documents, McGinness, on the county's website, 
explains that the "mere fear of victimization, or desire 
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to carry a firearm, shall be insufficient 'good cause' to 
issue a gun carry permit." 

Prieto, according to the lawsuit, has a written 
policy regarding issuance of carry permits that lists 

self-protection and family protection as "invalid 
reasons to request a permit" unless there are credible 
threats of violence. 

California is a "may issue" state, where police 
chiefs and sheriffs have broad discretion in the 
issuance of concealed carry permits. There have been 
complaints against some county sheriffs that such 
permits are issued only, or primarily, to political 
cronies and campaign contributors. 

Sykes is identified in the lawsuit as a member of 
the gay community who is concerned that her sexual 
orientation "might increase the odds that she would be 
targeted with criminal violence." She is an SAF 
member and supporter and is involved in CalGuns 
activities. She is also a competitive shooter and 
firearms instructor, "and thus frequently transports 
quantities of firearms and ammunition throughout the 
Sacramento area." 

Witham came to this country from the United 
Kingdom and became a naturalized citizen in 2003. In 
England, he was a British Reserve Sworn police 
officer and earned the Queen's Medal for Long Service 
and Good Conduct. After moving to California, but 
before earning citizenship, Witham served as a non-
sworn Community Service Officer with the Redding 
Police Department, where he earned an annual Merit 
Award in 2001. In December 2006, Witham 
completed a basic course required to obtain a handgun 
carry permit in Shasta County, and a training course 
required to obtain a permit to carry an exposed 
handgun from the California Bureau of Security and 
Investigative Services. He has a Private Investigator's 
license and he can carry an exposed handgun only 
while working as a private investigator. 

Now employed as a security officer at McGeorge 
School of Law, University of the Pacific, he works 
late at night and early morning shifts, and this requires 
him to travel through some of Sacramento's worst 
crime areas. 

He had a license to carry from Shasta County, but 
moved from there to Solano County, and ultimately 
moved again to Sacramento County. After notifying 
the sheriff of Shasta County of the move, his permit 
was revoked. The lawsuit alleges that Witham "has 

reason to believe this was done at the request 
of...McGinniss " 

Richards contacted Prieto's office about getting a 
carry permit for personal protection. He was advised 
of Prieto's policy and also told to first apply with the 
police chief in the City of Davis. He was told by the 
Davis police chief that the agency had discontinued 
processing and issuing carry permits. The police chief 
also suggested that Richards apply for a permit with 
the sheriff's office. 

McGinniss has been in law enforcement for some 
30 years. This is his first term as sheriff, and he told 
the Sacramento newspaper that one reason he is 
leaving is to spend more time with his family. 

SAF and the other plaintiffs are represented by 
attorneys Alan Gura of Virginia and. Donald Kilmer 
of California. The New GUN WEEK, September 15, 2009 
 

Hindsight 
A liberal `dragon-slayer' 

enters the open carry debate 
by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor 

 
Chances are, Gun Week readers all over the country 

have seen syndicated Washington Post columnist E.J. 
Dionne Jr.'s liberal rant about firearms openly carried 
near a presidential appearance, as described in the 
skyline story on Page One of this issue. First 
published on Aug. 20, Dionne's 

diatribe may be the ultimate expression of a liberal 
Democrat's reaction to the open carry of firearms by 
people who may have been demonstrating against 
President Barack Obama's health care "reform" 
initiative. 

That Dionne supported the election of a "liberal" 
Democrat Obama in 2008 is well established. He is 
one of those elitists in the media who hated everything 
about the Bush and Reagan Administrations, made no 
bones about it and openly objected to their policies. 

In his buttoned-down position, he has frequently 
objected to what those presidents and their White 
House staffs said, did and thought about. In addition, 
he is one of those who strongly supports a 
"government option" providing free medical care for 
all of those who can't or won't be able to afford private 
health insurance. Dionne is also a classical, left-wing 



 
 

Page 13

anti-gunner who sees Obama's original health care 
promise at risk because of growing public opposition. 
Of course, there are classical left pro-gunners, but 
Dionne would deny they exist. 

So the open display of firearms by some people 
among those reportedly objecting to the public version 
of health care "reform" gave Dionne an opportunity to 
vent on two counts. 

His column entitled "Leave the guns at home," 
immediately assumed that anyone carrying openly in 
New Hampshire and Arizona was a conservative who 
supported the Republican presidents he detests. So he 
goes there first. 

"Try a thought experiment: What would 
conservatives have said if a group of loud, scruffy 
leftists had brought guns to the public events of 
Ronald Reagan or George W. Bush?" Dionne began. 

"How would our friends on the right have reacted 
to someone at a Reagan or a Bush speech carrying a 
sign that read: 'It is time to water the tree of liberty'? 
That would be a reference to Thomas Jefferson's 
declaration that the tree 'must be refreshed from time 
to time with the blood of patriots and tyrants.' 

"Pardon me, but I don't think conservatives would 
have spoken out in defense of the right of every 
American Marxist to bear arms or to shed the blood of 
tyrants. 

"In fact, the Bush folks didn't like any dissent at all. 
Recall the 2004 incident in which a distraught mother 
whose son was killed in Iraq was arrested for 
protesting at a rally in New Jersey for first lady Laura 
Bush. The detained woman wasn't even armed. Maybe 
if she had been carrying, the gun lobby would have 
defended her," Dionne added. 

But apparently, Dionne forgot that the Jeffersonian 
sayings that adorned signs seen at the demonstrations 
were using words penned by the person alleged to be 
the founder of the Democratic Party. Dionne fails to 
link the concept of public protest to the public at large. 
Along the way, he forgot about the Marxists and 
socialists who have and may still support the right to 
keep and bear arms, and who saw that right as a 
deterrent to government tyranny. 

But then Dionne sloughs off even the official 
government reaction to the openly armed citizens near 
presidential venues. 

"The Obama White House purports to be open to 
the idea of guns outside the president's appearances," 

Dionne continues. "There are laws that govern 
firearms that are done state or locally,' Robert Gibbs, 
the White House spokesman, said on Tuesday (Aug. 
18). 'Those laws don't change when the president 
comes to your state or locality." 

But then Dionne casts doubt on the sincerity of his 
President's spokesman, saying "Gibbs made you think 
of the old line about the liberal who is so open-minded 
he can't even take his own side in an argument," a 
statement that clearly says Dionne is not such an open-
minded liberal. 

Then he gets to the core of his diatribe. "What 
needs to be addressed is not the legal question but the 
message that the gun-toters are sending," Dionne 
wrote. 

"This is not about the politics of populism. It's 
about the politics of the jackboot. It's not about an 
opposition that has every right to free expression. It's 
about an angry minority engaging in intimidation 
backed by the threat of violence. 

"There is a philosophical issue here that gets buried 
under the fear that so many politicians and media-
types have of seeming to be out of touch with the so-
called American heartland." 

That said, Dionne launches into pure left-wing 
catechism. 

"The simple fact is that an armed citizenry is not 
the basis for our freedoms," he says, denying the 
Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, the 
writings of the Founding Fathers, and the American 
Revolution. 

"Our freedoms rest on a moral consensus, 
enshrined in law, that in a demo cratic republic we 
work-out our differences through reasoned, and 
sometimes raucous, argument. Free elections and open 
debate are not rooted in violence or the threat of 
violence. They are precisely the alternative to 
violence, and guns have no place in them." 

So saying, Dionne denies the role of firearms on 
both sides in the capital-labor disputes of the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries and of the civil rights 
movement of the 1950s and '60s. 

Instead, he regurgitates other liberal denials. 
"On the contrary," he says, "violence and the threat 

of violence have always been used by those who 
wanted to bypass democratic procedures and the rule 
of law. Lynching was the act of those who refused to 
let the legal system do its work. Guns were used on 
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election days in the Deep South during and after 
Reconstruction to intimidate black voters and take 
control of state governments. 

"Yes, I have raised the racial issue, and it is 
profoundly troubling that firearms should begin to 
appear with some frequency at a president's public 
events only now, when the president is black. Race is 
not the only thing at stake here, and I have no 
knowledge of the personal motivations of those 
carrying the weapons. But our country has a tortured 
history on these questions, and we need to be honest 
about it. Those with the guns should know what 
memories they are stirring." 

I won't continue this page-by-page review of 
Dionne's rant. 

He didn't mention—and he wasn't the only one of 
his ilk— that the man who carried the so-called AR-
15 semi-auto rifle in Phoenix was himself black. Nor 
does he mention that the man is not so much a 
Republican but a likely Libertarian. At least he 
sounded that way to me in at least one interview I 
watched on TV. 

Nor does he mention how important firearms—
openly and discretely carried by blacks and their white 
supporters during the 1960s helped turn the tide 
against racist and separatists. 

Dionne is not the only anti-gunner trying to make 
hay out of open carry news events. 

According to various news- sources, anti-gun 
District of Columbia Delegate Eleanor Holmes Norton 
wants guns banned anywhere in the vicinity of 
President Barack Obama, after armed citizens have 
appeared at anti-tax and health care "reform" rallies in 
New Hampshire and Arizona. 

Norton, a Democrat, has called upon the Secret 
Service and Department of Homeland Security to 
increase restrictions on concealed or openly-carried 
firearms because of those incidents. While she has no 
vote in Congress, Norton does sit on the Homeland 
Security Committee. 

"It is clear," Norton said, in a statement quoted by 
The Hill, "that if the Secret Service can temporarily 
clear all aircraft from air space when the president is 
in the vicinity, the agency has the authority to clear 
guns on the ground that are even closer to the 
president." The New GUN WEEK, September 15, 2009 
 

‘Gun tax bill,' plan to disarm the 

elderly prove to be hoaxes 
by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor 

About 100 years before anyone had ever heard 
about the Internet or World Wide Net (WWW), Mark 
Twain, a journalist as well as novelist-humorist, had 
warned that people should not believe anything they 
hear and half of what they read. 

His statement implied that while hearsay was 
probably always wrong, print media of his day was 
only believable 50% of the time. 

In recent years, the Internet has expanded in so 
many ways that it has to be considered, at best, no 
more reliable than print journalism of the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries. While there is a tremendous 
amount of valuable information on the Internet, the 
proliferation of blogs and websites and the ability of 
any Web user to instantly share "news" and comment 
with an infinite number of people all over the world 
can pose problems. To my knowledge, there is no 
spam filter for veracity. 

What further complicates matters is that creative 
satire and other humor devices can be mistaken for 
factual information and then spread to other interested 
parties. 

Having spent so many years in the news business, I 
like to believe that the staff at Gun Week—as well as 
many other journalists—really try to get their facts 
straight without embellishment, except in the case of 
editorials and commentaries in which a subjective 
point of view prevails. 

As part of our regular activities in the news 
business, especially gun news business, we try to fact 
check and source check every story that comes across 
our desks. Ovet the year's past 40-some years, Gun 

Week has always tried to get the story straight, and 
report any discrepancies. Frequently, we respond to 
reader queries by phone, snail mail or email. 

And recently, we have answered a number of 
questions about two specific stories having to do with 
gun legislation and regulation, which is why I decided 
to discuss those stories in this column about 10 days 
ago. 

But I received a helping hand in the Aug. 14 email 
alert provided on a daily basis by the National Rifle 
Association's Institute for Legislative Action (NRA-
ILA). That one concerns "SB-2099," sometimes 
referred to as the "Gun Tax Bill." 
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The NRA-ILA alert noted that "Over the past few 
months, NRA-ILA has received hundreds of e-mails 
warning us about SB-2099,' a bill that would 
supposedly require you to, report all your guns on your 
income tax return every April 15. 

"Like many rumors," NRA-ILA continued, "there's 
just a grain of truth to this one. Someone's recycling 
an old alert, which wasn't even very accurate when it 
was new." 

The NRA went on to explain that nine years ago 
there was actually a US Senate bill that would have 
taxed handguns, not all guns. Introduced by anti-gun 
Sen. Jack Reed (D-RI), it would have moved 
handguns under the National Firearms. Act's tax and 
registration scheme. It had nothing to do with anyone's 
personal Form 1040. 

"Fortunately," the NRA concluded, "S. 2099 
disappeared without any action by the Senate, back 
when Bill Clinton was still in the White House. We 
reported about it back then, just as we report about 
new anti-gun bills every week. Now, it's time for 
gunowners to drop this old distraction and focus on 
the real threats at hand." 

Thankfully, there are other sources, including 
Internet sites, where the "Gun Tax" story and others 
like it can be vetted. Some of them even trace the 
histories of bogus news. A few such sites include: 
Snopes.com; 

UrbanLegends.com; FactCheck.org, and 
Politifact.com. 

One such site which Gun Week had checked 
claimed that the "Gun Tax" story was an old rumor 
dating back to September 2000, and also said that no 
such bill was introduced in 2009. 

Snopes.com said of the common email about the 
"Gun Tax" still being circulated, which claimed "This 
is an amendment to the Internal Revenue Act of 1986. 
This means that the Finance Committee can pass this 
without the Senate "voting on it at all. 

"Poppycock," Snopes.com exclaimed. "The law 
would involve a revision of the Internal Revenue Act, 
yes, but this bill has to go through standard Senate 
protocols before it can be passed. Besides, didn't a 
previous sentence just say it would become public 
knowledge only after it is 'voted into law?' " 

Snopes.com also cited an earlier attempt by NRA-
ILA to drive a stake through the heart of this rumor 
dated May 29, 2009. Then, as now, NRA-ILA was 

urging people to focus on the real, current threats to 
their gun rights rather than rumor and hearsay. 

The "Gun Tax" hoax is not the only rumor 
currently in circulation, mostly through the Internet, 
but also at gun clubs and, I am sure, a neighborhood 
bar or two. 

There's also one about an Obama Administration 
proposal that would ban guns for the elderly. It even 
claims that news of this proposal was first published 
by 'United Press International (UPI) on January 27, 
2009. Other versions, also claiming to have been a 
news story filed by UPI on July 2, 2009. 

"Guns to be banned for elderly" was the bogus 
headline. 

This one reads: 
"Deputy Attorney General Designate David Ogden 

is circulating a draft of an executive order in which, 
among other things, firearms possession would be 
severely limited to people over 60. 

"An assistant to Ogden told us, 'It appears that in 
these changing times, it is no longer necessary to 
allow the elderly to be armed. With all of their 
physical ailments and increasing senility, to leave 
them in control of a deadly weapon would be 
ludicrous.' 

"While the Executive Order may sound too 
powerful, experts in Constitutional law state that it is 
not actually un-Constitutional. 

"It's a question of wording,' states Columbia Law 
Professor, Dr. John Braxton. 'The Constitution forbids 
the Congress, that is, the legislative branch, from 
passing any laws infringing on gun ownership. The 
executive branch is not included in this proviso. As 
long as the Congress doesn't get involved, it's 
technically a non-issue." 

"The Justice Department was tossing the idea of a 
gun ban for seniors during the Carter and Clinton 
Administration, but public opinion stopped these 
initiatives. Now, the Obama White House believes 
differently. 

"An unnamed aide close to Ogden agreed to talk on 
the condition of anonymity. 

" ‘Clinton and Carter didn't have as much of a 
mandate as President Obama. They were both 
Southerners, and the Second Amendment was 
sacrosanct to their constituents. However, President 
Obama comes from a new sort of politics, where 
divisive issues like firearms do not apply to him.' 
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" ‘Quite frankly, it's a shame that no one has had 
the good conscience to have done this already. It's a 
simple process, and the majority of the American 
people will understand it and follow the law. 

"The enforcement mechanism for this particular 
executive order has not been published. It is likely that 
the confiscation of weapons will be similar to Great 
Britain's handgun ban, in which citizens willingly 
gave the weapons to police. 

"It is expected that the executive order will be 
given around July 1, when senior-related gun deaths 
reach their peaks." 

What's the truth about a proposal to disarm the 
elderly: It's a fake. There was no such executive order 
draft and there was no such United Press International 
story. 

This hoax first surfaced in January 2009 and was 
still being circulated during the Summer of 2009. It 
was traced to a satirical blog site back at the beginning 
of the year and a trip to that site shows that the story 
was clearly labeled "a satire" when it was first 
published for no other apparent reason but that 
someone was having fun. The New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2009 
 

Sotomayor confirmed for court with 9 

Republicans voting yes 
The US Senate voted 68-31 on Aug. 6 to confirm 

Sonia Sotomayor, President Barack Obama's nominee, 
as the first Hispanic justice and the third woman ever 
on the Supreme Court and she was sworn in by Chief 
Justice John Roberts two days later. 

The 55-year-old judge from New York will take 
her seat on the court when it begins its next session on 
Oct. 5, replacing retiring liberal Justice David Souter. 

In a rare step of assembling at their desks on the 
Senate floor for the historic occasion, senators voted 
to confirm Sotomayor with Democrat senators 
praising the former 2nd Circuit Appellate Court judge 
as a mainstream moderate while some Republicans 
claimed she'd bring personal bias and a liberal agenda 
to the bench in a final day of debate over her 
nomination. 

Many pro-gun leaders had opposed her 
confirmation in a July letter to the Senate based on her 
decisions on gun-related cases during her stint on the 
federal appellate bench. Sotomayor had joined an 
opinion after the 2008 Heller decision that ruled that 
the Second Amendment did not apply to the states, 

and issue that is expected to come before the Supreme 
Court soon. And in a 2004 case reviewed by the 
appellate court she joined an opinion that stated that 
the Second Amendment is not a fundamental right 
guaranteed by the Bill of Rights. Other critics found 
fault with her position on a New Haven, CT, job 
discrimination case. 

Leading off the signers of the pro-gun leaders' letter 
was former National Rifle Association (NRA) 
President Sandra Froman, an attorney from Tucson, 
AZ, who spearheaded the opposition. Other signers 
included Alan M. Gottlieb, chairman of the Citizens 
Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms, 
Joseph P. Tartaro, president of the Second 
Amendment Foundation, Gene Hoffman, chairman of 
CalGuns Foundation, former NRA President Robert 

Corbin who is also a former state attorney general 
for Arizona, plus several members of the NRA and 
leaders of several state pro-gun organizations. 

The National Rifle Association which had earlier 
merely expressed concerns about Sotomayor's 
nomination, told senators that their votes for and 
against her would be considered part of their pro-gun 
rating system. 

In the end, 57 Democrats, two independents who 
caucus with the majority, and nine Republicans voted 
for Sotomayor while 31 Republicans voted against 
her. The nine Senate Republicans who voted to 
confirm her were Sens. George Voinovich (OH), Judd 
Gregg (NH), Kit Bond (MO), Lindsey Graham (SC), 
Susan Collins (ME), Olympia Snowe (ME), Mel 
Martinez (FL), Richard Lugar (IN) and Lamar 
Alexander (TN). 

Democrats had warned Republicans that they 
risked a backlash from Hispanic voters—a growing 
part of the electorate—if they oppose her. 

Republicans bristled at the suggestion that they 
were not willing to confirm a qualified Hispanic, 
noting that Democrats used extraordinary measures 
several years ago to block the confirmation of GOP-
nominated Miguel Estrada, a Honduran-born attorney, 
to a federal appeals court. 

GOP senators said instead that their opposition to 
Sotomayor is based on her speeches and record, 
pointing to a few rulings in which they argue she 
showed disregard for gun rights, property rights and 
job discrimination claims by white employees. 
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Anti-gunners were ecstatic over Sotomayor's 
confirmation. After years of losing, gun control 
advocates say the Senate's vote confirming Sotomayor 
will be their long-awaited win that shatters 
conventional wisdom and proves that the Second 
Amendment is no longer the unstoppable force of 
Washington politics. The New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2009 

 

IL governor signs two gun reform bills 
Illinois Gov. Pat Quinn (D) signed two gun law 

reform measures, HB-182 and HB-3714, into law on 
Aug. 25 with both laws taking effect immediately. 

HB-182 changes the Prairie State's Unlawful Use 
of Weapons (UUW) law, adding "dwelling" to the list 
of exemptions in which a law-abiding citizen is 
restricted from carrying a firearm. While "abode" is 
currently one of the exempted areas, under Illinois 
law, "abode" is strictly interpreted to mean only one's 
actual home, and applies only to those who live there, 
according to The National Rifle Association. By 
adding "dwelling," the exemption is expanded. 

HB-3714 states that, as a condition of probation 
and conditional discharge, a person shall automatically 
be prohibited from possessing a firearm only if the 
offense committed was either a felony, or a 
misdemeanor that "involved the intentional or 
knowing infliction of bodily harm or threat of bodily 
harm." A court may still prohibit firearm possession in 
cases of misdemeanors that did not involve the 
infliction or threat of bodily harm, but it is no longer 
mandatory. The New GUN WEEK, September 15, 2009 

 

British gunowner's mayhem stirs call 

for guns on medical records 
The coroner who conducted the inquest into the 

deaths of Christopher Foster, his wife Jill and their 
daughter Kirstie in Shropshire, England, called for 
changes in the way shotgun and firearms licenses are 
issued and renewed, according to a BBC report. 

The British Medical Association (BMA) and 
Association of Chief Police Officers have discussed 
ways in which doctors can be made aware of patients 
who own firearms. 

The BMA's plan to "tag"—or highlight—the 
medical records of patients who have shotgun or 
firearms licences have received a mixed reaction. 

The proposal circulating in the United Kingdom 
may cause more concerns in the US about government 
involvement in health care management as the 
President and Congress grapple with legislation 
designed to establish a wider government-run public 
option for health care. 

The Foster's home was totally destroyed by fire 
after he killed his wife and 15-year-old daughter then 
set fire to their home before killing himself. 

It emerged at the inquest into the deaths that 
Christopher Foster had been suffering from depression 
and had mentioned suicidal thoughts to his physician. 

This prompted Mid and North Shropshire coroner, 
John Ellery to recommend a closer link between the 
medical profession and the police, who issue gun 
licenses. 

Now the British Medical Association (BMA) has 
said it is about to update its ethical guidance on 
firearms. The plan is that medical records would 
remind the doctor the patient either held a firearms or 
shotgun certificate, or had applied for one. 

The British Association for Shooting and 
Conservation (BASC) is not happy with the new 
guidelines any more than some psychiatric 
professionals, who believe such a program with 
stigmatize patients. 

The mental health concerns are linked to the fact 
that the new guidelines could deter people from 
seeking medical help if they thought their shotgun or 
firearms certificate might be revoked. 

The BASC's senior firearms officer, Mike Eveleigh 
said: "I believe the BMA's proposals to tag medical 
records would cause more problems than it would 
prevent. 

"For example the records could fall into the wrong 
hands leaving firearms owners vulnerable to theft and 
certainly the proposed system would create much 
more work for GPs and the police who are already 
overstretched." The New GUN WEEK, September 15, 2009 
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Chicago buy-up guns melted down 
More than 1,200 guns of various makes and 

calibers met their demise at the bottom of a 
gargantuan ladle and 300 tons of molten iron in East 
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Chicago, IN, on Aug. 25, according to The Chicago 

Sun-Times. 

Most of the guns had come from Chicago city gun 
buy-ups and police gun seizures. The New GUN WEEK, 

September 15, 2009 
 

Fat man reveals gun 
This may be the ultimate hideaway gun story. 
On Aug. 6, The Houston Chronicle reported that an 

obese Harris County jail inmate turned over a pistol 
that had been hidden in the folds of his skin after he 
went through at least five searches upon his arrest and 
was booked into two different local lockups. 

Five-foot-10, 500-pound George Vera, 25, was 
arrested by Houston police and booked into the city 
jail on suspicion of bootlegging compact disc 
recordings on a Sunday. He was searched at that 
facility. 

The next day he was transferred to the county jail, 
where he was searched at least once more. While he 
was in the shower that day, he told a guard that he had 
weapon on him. 

That's when officers found a 9-millimeter handgun 
beneath folds of his skin. The gun was not loaded and 
it was unclear whether bullets were found. The New GUN 

WEEK, September 15, 2009 
 

Predator beaten with own gun 
From the "Poetic Justice" file comes the story of a 

Mississippi man identified as Vincent Goff who got 
out of the hospital recently just in time to be hauled 
off to jail, and if the allegations against him are true, 
he had it coming. 

According to the Associated Press, Goff picked the 
wrong victims for what was a rather unusual sex 
crime. He is alleged to have approached a couple in 
August, forced them at gunpoint to remove their 
clothing and then ordered them to perform sexual acts. 

This may not be the first time Goff apparently did 
something like this. Local authorities around Jackson 
had reportedly been watching him for some time, 
believing him to be the man who had sexually 
assaulted other couples along the Mississippi coast, 
while wearing a mask. 

This time around, the intended male victim turned 
out to be a rather physically fit serviceman in his mid-
30s and instead of entertaining Goff, he grabbed the 
rifle and beat the suspect bloody. In fact, according to 

a published report, the man hit Goff so hard on the 
head that the rifle stock broke, and even after that, the 
soldier continued wailing on the suspect. 

While the man and woman were getting dressed, 
Goff somehow dragged himself to his vehicle and 
sped away...but not for long. His intended victims had 
evidently gotten the description of his car and license 
plate to the sheriff, and soon thereafter, an observant 
deputy spotted the car and pulled it over. That beaten-
to-a-pulp bloody mess behind the wheel was Goff, 
who was carted off to a hospital where it took several 
staples to close up his head wounds. 

He now stands accused of several counts of 
kidnapping, sexual assault, aggravated assault and one 
count of child molesting that relates to a case in 2006. 
The New GUN WEEK, September 15, 2009 

 

Recruit cop shot while training 
From the "Only Cops Should Have Guns" file 

comes the story out of Memphis, TN, where a recruit 
for that city's police department was recently shot 
during a training exercise at the academy, according to 
Fox News and the Associated Press. 

The unidentified recruit was wounded in the left 
wrist during a drill designed to teach how to draw a 
sidearm with the weak hand. One of two instructors in 
the class fired a gun that was not supposed to be 
loaded. 

Deputy Police Chief Joe Scott said it was an 
"unfortunate accident." 

Published reports said the instructor was relieved 
of duty pending the completion of an investigation. The 

New GUN WEEK, September 15, 2009 
 

When right turns out wrong 
Jim Nicholson, 30, who has worked as a Key Bank 

teller in the Seattle area for two years, knew he should 
have just handed over the cash. But when the thin man 
in a beanie cap, dark clothing and sunglasses pushed a 
black backpack across the bank counter on July 28 and 
demanded money, Nicholson told The Seattle Times 

his instincts took over. 
Nicholson clearly understood the bank's strict 

policy of quickly complying with robbers' demands 
and avoiding confrontation. But, he threw the robber's 
bag to the floor, lunged toward the robber and 
demanded to see a weapon. Surprised, the would-be 
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bank robber backed up and then bolted for the door, 
with Nicholson on his heels. 

Nicholson chased the man for several blocks before 
knocking him to the ground with the help of a passer-
by. Nicholson then held him until police arrived. 

Two days later, Nicholson was fired for violating 
bank policy on compliance with robbery demands. The 

New GUN WEEK, September 15, 2009 
 

Deputy dies in elk collision 
The small eastern Lewis County, WA, community 

of Packwood has built something of a reputation over 
the past few years for the almost benign and growing 
herd of elk that moves through town, feeding in yards, 
crossing streets and entertaining tourists. 

Now, however, some people are giving these elk a 
second look...as a fatal nuisance. 

On Aug. 17, Lewis County Sheriff's Deputy 
Stephen "Mike" Gallagher, 34, was responding to 
provide backup on a domestic violence call when his 
patrol car struck and killed an elk on State Highway 
12 near Packwood. The car careened off the highway, 
and Gallagher had to be airlifted to Harborview 
Medical Center in Seattle, where he died the following 
day. 

Gallagher had been with the department for six 
years. Prior to that, he had served 8 years in the Army, 
and had done tours in Kosovo and Haiti, according to 
the Associated Press. He left a wife and two young 
children. The New GUN WEEK, September 15, 2009 

 

MA town bans more ‘weapons' at 

city's schools 
The Lynn, MA, City Council has expanded the list 

of things banned at local schools, claiming that they 
"might" be used as weapons, even though they are 
legal under other circumstances. 

According to Boston.com, the Lynn city council 
has added baseball bats to the list, which may not be 
brought to school without a "legitimate purpose." The 
town's schools already ban pellet guns, air guns, BB 
guns, fireworks and clubs. 

Into this controversy, the American Civil Liberties 
Union of Massachusetts has stepped, with Executive 
Director Carol Rose arguing that police should pay 
more attention to what someone does, rather than 

"criminalizing objects that may have uses other than 
as weapons." 

Rose told a reporter that just about any object, 
including a shoe, could be used as a weapon. The New 

GUN WEEK, September 15, 2009 
 

Fish out of prison in Arizona, 

prosecutor will not re-try case 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

Harold Fish, who spent almost three years in an 
Arizona prison for fatally shooting a man at a trailhead 
in the Coconino National Forest—an incident Fish 
claimed was self-defense—was released after a state 
appeals court reversed his conviction and ordered a 
new trial, and the county prosecutor declined to re-try 
the case. 

Fish may not be out of the woods, however, 
because there was some indication that Democrat 
Attorney General Terry Goddard would appeal the 
ruling to the state Supreme Court. 

Fish shot and killed Grant Kuenzli in the May 2004 
confrontation at the trailhead. When Fish emerged 
from the forest at the end of a day hike, two of the 
three dogs Kuenzli had with him off-leash rushed 
toward the retired high school teacher, growling and 
snarling aggressively. According to Fish's account, he 
yelled for Kuenzli to restrain the dogs, which he 
apparently didn't attempt, so Fish drew his 10mm 
Kimber pistol and fired a round into the ground 
between the dogs to discourage what he apparently 
believed was an imminent attack. 

The dogs parted, one going right and the other left, 
according to what Fish told investigators. At that 
point, Kuenzli rushed toward Fish, waving his fists 
and making threats. When he did not stop, Fish fired 
three rounds from a distance of just a few feet, hitting 
Kuenzli three times. 

An original investigator on the scene told Gun 

Week in 2004 that evidence suggested Fish's account 
of the incident was accurate. However, the county 
prosecutor filed charges and took Fish to court. Fish 
was convicted of second-degree murder and sentenced 
to 10 years in prison. 

The Appeals Court ruled that the trial judge had not 
given the jury proper instructions in the state's self-
defense statute, and also that some information about 
Kuenzli's past conduct relating to his dogs should 
have been admitted. 
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Arizona lawmakers responded to the public outrage 
that Fish was tried the first time by changing the 
state's antiquated self-defense statute that had placed 
the burden of proof on the shooter. Now that burden is 
on a prosecutor, and the law was written to be 
retroactive so as to cover Fish's case. Faced with that, 
Coconino County Prosecutor David Rozeina 
announced he would not push a new trial. 

However, a Supreme Court reversal of the appeals 
court ruling could put Fish right back behind bars. 

Fish's case became a national cause for gun rights 
activists who believed that he was the victim of a 
political prosecution. A fund has been established to 
help pay the retired teacher's huge legal expenses at 
"www.harolclfishdefense.org." The New GUN WEEK, September 

1, 2009 
 

S/A armed Virginia citizen lauded by 

Richmond official 
A Virginia man packing a single-action (S/A) 

revolver stopped an armed robber in his tracks July 
11, and as a result, a member of the Richmond City 
Council told a local newspaper that the armed man's 
actions saved the lives of store customers. 

The unidentified citizen was also hailed as a 
"guardian angel" by one of the people in the store 
when the shooting broke out. 

According to the Richmond Times-Dispatch, a 
suspect identified as James Grooms walked into the 
Golden Food Market just after 1 p.m. He ordered 
everyone to the floor, shot store owner Mustapha 
Kassou twice and then fired at customers in the store. 
But the armed citizen, a friend of the owner, drew his 
revolver, chambered in .45 Colt, and shot Grooms, 
ending the fracas. 

The gunfight was over quickly, but Grooms' 
troubles are just beginning. 

He has been charged with attempted robbery, use 
of a firearm and possession of a firearm by a felon. He 
was in custody at a hospital. 

According to the newspaper, at least some of the 
would-be victims in the store encouraged the armed 
citizen to kill Grooms, but the man's cooler head 
prevailed. He took Grooms' gun and held him for the 
cops. 

The store owner's wounds were not life threatening, 
and the incident was raised as an example of how an 

armed, citizen can intervene in a violent crime and 
save the day. 

Councilwoman Reva Trammell was quoted by the 
newspaper noting, "Whoever did it (shot the robber) 
probably saved their lives in there." 

This was the second shooting at the same store in a 
month. On June 12, another employee of the store, 
Said "Siam" Messaf was shot during a holdup. The New 

GUN WEEK, September 15, 2009 
 

Armed UT woman credited with 

kidnapping stop 
An armed Vernal, UT, woman was given credit for 

preventing the kidnapping of an 8-year-old boy in 
August when she intervened in the incident. 

According to KSL news, Shalyn Searle was driving 
along on the morning of Aug. 9 when she spotted a 
man later identified as Joseph Yump, 22, holding the 
youngster by the wrists and an arm. Searle, who is 
licensed to carry a handgun and had it in her car, 
pulled over, called police on her cell phone and got 
out. 

At that point, according to the news report, the 
suspect let go of the boy and headed north on a local 
road, where police nabbed him a few minutes later. 

Yump apparently is known by the Uintah County 
Sheriff's Office for what the television station said 
was "strange behavior" around town, but nothing like 
this alleged incident. The New GUN WEEK, September 15, 2009 

 

NY man hailed as hero for killing 2 

thugs, wounding 2 
A New York City businessman was hailed as a 

hero after using a shotgun to kill two of four thugs 
who tried to rob him, and wounding two others, after 
they had pistol-whipped one of his employees. 

Even Police Commissioner Raymond Kelly said 
Charles "Gus" Augusto Jr., 72, had acted in self-
defense, as did self-acknowledged anti-gun columnist 
Andrea Peyser with the New York Post. The aging 
wholesaler, whose 12-gauge pump shotgun was 
reportedly not properly permitted but had reportedly 
been registered, fired three rounds in the Aug. 13 
confrontation. 

Dead in the encounter were James Morgan, 29, of 
Manhattan, and Raylin Footmon, 21. Wounded and 
arrested shortly after the shooting were Shamel 
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McCloud and Bernard Witherspoon, both 21, 
according to The Post. 

It was Morgan who had allegedly beaten Augusto's 
employee, identified as Toxie "JB" Hall. 

According to MSNBC, someone had scribbled 
above the door of Augusto's Kaplan Brothers Blue 
Flame store a line out of Dante's Inferno: "Abandon 
hope all ye who enter here." 

Newspapers played up the shooting as something 
out of a Clint Eastwood movie. However, Augusto 
apparently was not that happy to be cast in a macho 
role by the media. 

Newspaper reports said Augusto had kept the 
shotgun in his restaurant equipment business 
establishment for decades and never used it except to 
test it. That changed the afternoon the thugs entered 
his business and demanded money. When Augusto 
told the quartet there was no big stash of cash, Morgan 
began pistol whipping Hall and aimed a gun at the 
face of a cashier. 

When it looked to Augusto that shots were about to 
be fired, according to one account, he grabbed the 
shotgun and fired, hoping the robbers would flee. 
When they didn't, he fired twice more. All three 
rounds connected. The two fatally-wounded outlaws 
died on the street outside. 

Anti-gun columnist Peyser wrote, "But Augusto 
had an absolute right to protect his property. He had a 
moral right to protect his beaten employee. And this 
from a woman who detests guns." The New GUN WEEK, 

September 15, 2009 
 

People nationwide still applying for 

permits in record numbers 
During the past 10 months, the press has been 

reporting that record numbers of people have been 
buying guns and ammunition and applying for 
concealed carry permits. 

That pattern has not changed according to a report 
carried by the Associated Press from Montana. Gary 
Marbut, president of the Montana Shooting Sports 
Association (MSSA) said his firearms training classes 
have been filling up and that people who take the 
course express concerns about violence and the 
potential for new gun control laws from the Obama 
administration. 

Montanans are not unlike citizens around the 
country. States from Florida to Washington report 

sharp rises in the numbers of permit applications, the 
Associated Press reported, and there does not appear 
to be any slowdown on the horizon. 

Marbut told a reporter that some people are 
convinced the social order could be deteriorating. 

"People are making decisions based on some 
anxiety," he said, "rather than having thought it totally 
through entirely." 

Law enforcement agencies that issue concealed 
carry licenses are still backlogged in many 
jurisdictions. Gun Week has previously reported the 
situation in Texas and Florida, parts of Washington 
State, and elsewhere. This closely parallels the rush on 
firearms and ammunition that began last November 
with the election of Barack Obama as president. 

USA Today, in reporting on the nationwide surge in 
concealed carry interest, said that applications already 
have hit a record this year in Clay County, MO, where 
the sheriff's office received 888 through June, 
compared with 863 in all of last year, Sheriff Bob 
Boydston says. 

In the past, applicants tended to be middle-aged 
men, he says, but now include "grandmothers, older 
folks, young women, young men." 

Statewide, the Missouri State Highway Patrol has 
processed 18,878 background checks this year for the 
permits, the most since the agency began keeping 
statistics in 2005.. 

Interest groups on both sides agree that demand is 
up because of economic and political uncertainty. 

USA Today said demand is also up in: 
— Florida where the Department of Agriculture 

and Consumer Services hired 61 temporary workers to 
tackle a backlog in applications, spokesman Terence 
McElroy says. It got 75,520 applications through June, 
on pace to beat last year's record of 90,331. 

— Caldwell County, NC, residents filed 358 
applications in the first half of this year, compared 
with 135 for the same period last year, "a bigger 
increase than we've ever seen," Sheriff's Detective B.J. 
Fore says. 

— In Utah, June ranked as the top month ever for 
applications, with 11,292 received, and the year also 
on pace to be record-setting, with 49,499 applications 
in through June. 

 

Anti-gun Milwaukee mayor beaten in 

fairground attack 
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Anti-gun Milwaukee, WI, Mayor Tom Barrett was 
hospitalized in August after he was beaten by a 20-
year-old man who was armed with a police-style 
extendable baton during a late-evening confrontation 
near the Wisconsin State Fairgrounds. 

Barrett has been a staunch opponent of concealed 
carry legislation in Wisconsin, one of only two states 
in the country without some type of carry statute, 
despite a strongly-worded state constitutional right to 
keep and bear arms amendment. 

According to the Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel, 

Barrett was attending the fair on Aug. 15 with his 
sister, two daughters and a niece when they heard a 
woman screaming near where the mayor's car was 
parked. The woman turned out to be with her 1-year-
old granddaughter, and they were being confronted by 
the suspect, who was apparently involved in a 
domestic dispute with the woman's daughter, who was 
not present. 

The suspect, identified as Anthony J. Peters fled 
when he heard sirens coming, but was arrested the 
following day. Peters has a criminal record, and at the 
time of his arrest, he was wanted for bail jumping and 
disorderly conduct. He allegedly threatened to use a 
gun on the mayor, though it is not known whether he 
was actually carrying a gun. 

Reports published in The Journal-Sentinel and 
Chicago Tribune say Barrett did not have a security 
detail because he was not on official business. Barrett 
reportedly made sure his daughters and sister had 
moved away and then confronted Peters, urging him to 
calm down and explaining that he was going to call 
police. It was when Barrett reportedly took out his cell 
phone that he was attacked and beaten, but he 
apparently got in some good licks of his own, hitting 
the suspect so hard that he broke his hand 

The mayor also sustained cuts to his head and lip, 
and lost some teeth in the altercation. 

Barrett's niece actually called police, and they were 
on the scene quickly. The Journal-Sentinel quoted 
West Allis Police Chief Mike Jungbluth, describing 
Peters as "a desperate man" who reported threatened 
to commit suicide and to kill other people. Police are 
apparently familiar with the suspect. 

Barrett was hailed as a hero for intervening. His 
brother, John, told reporters that "Tom stepped up and 
did the right thing He called 911 and tried to calm the 
situation, protecting a grandmother and child." 

It took several hours for police to track Peters 
down, at the home of a friend in Milwaukee. West 
Allis police even recovered the pipe allegedly used in 
the attack, which left Barrett lying in a pool of blood, 
according to some accounts. 

In the wake of the attack, gun rights and self-
defense advocates suggested that the incident 
underscored the need for Wisconsin's legislature to 
adopt a concealed carry statute. In recent years, 
concealed carry bills have passed, but were vetoed by 
anti-gun Democrat Gov. Jim Doyle. Barrett opposed 
passage of concealed carry legislation. 

Eric Puryear, a writer for Examiner.com on the 
subject of self-defense, noted, "Criminals, who by 
definition don't care about the law, are quite willing to 
illegally carry and use deadly weapons, such as metal 
pipes, guns, bats, knives, etc. Laws that restrict the 
carrying of guns for self-defense just ensure that law-
abiding victims and Good Samaritans (like Mayor 
Barrett) are defenseless against the still-armed 
criminals". 

And Alan Gottlieb, chairman of the Citizens 
Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms, said 
the incident "clearly demonstrates how swiftly a 
violent and possibly deadly attack can occur and we 
encourage state lawmakers to take a lesson from what 
happened. 

"No Wisconsin citizen should face the same kind 
of brutality for doing the right thing," he said. The New 

GUN WEEK, September 15, 2009 
 

Antis sue to bar Idaho wolf hunt 
Anti-hunting groups were gearing up for a court battle to thwart 

a wolf hunt in Idaho, which was scheduled to begin Sept. 1 with a 

harvest limit of 220 wolves. 
Defenders of Wildlife announced it would head to 

court to seek an emergency order to stop the hunt 
and—at least temporarily—have the wolf placed back 
on the Endangered Species List. 

The Idaho Statesman newspaper said the statewide 
quota of 220 wolves represents 25% of the estimated 
Gem State wolf population. The Fish & Game 
Commission had actually considered alternate plans, 
including one that would have allowed hunters to kill 
up to 430 wolves, the newspaper reported. The New GUN 

WEEK, September 15, 2009 
 

Police to the rescue, kill victim 



 
 

Page 23

Fayetteville, AR, police were devastated in late 
June when officers responding to a stabbing opened 
fire on the perpetrator, but killed the victim. 

According to CNN News, when police arrived at 
Jill Ulmer's apartment on the night of June 26, they 
found Ricky Anderson stabbing her and they opened 
fire. One round hit Ulmer, and was later determined to 
have caused her death, along with several stab wounds 
inflicted by the 41-year-old Anderson. He was arrested 
and faces a second-degree murder charge. 

Anderson is also a suspect in a rape, CNN reported. 
The autopsy revealed that Ulmer, 26, was pregnant 

when she died. She had a restraining order against 
Anderson, who allegedly had broken into her 
apartment on a previous occasion. Anderson was 
Ulmer's ex-boyfriend. The New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2009 

 

Man kills home-invader bear 
A Grants Pass, OR, man identified as Everett 

Skinner successfully thwarted a bizarre home invasion 
July 25, but the perpetrator he shot was not a thug, but 
a black bear. 

According to KOMO News in Seattle, WA and the 
Associated Press, Skinner's daughter, Nicole was 
awakened late that night by a "strange shuffling" noise 
and when she saw the bruin in her house, she rushed 
to her parents' bedroom. The Skinners live about eight 
miles from Grants Pass. 

Skinner grabbed a shotgun and confronted the bear, 
which stood up and moved toward him. Without 
hesitation, he fired, saw that the bear did not seem to 
be fazed, and fired three more times. Finally, the bruin 
hit the floor. 

After the shooting, Skinner tried to reach the 
Josephine County Sheriff's Department but could not 
get anyone to answer the non-emergency number at 
that hour. He then called the Oregon State Police. 

The bear apparently gained access through an open 
window. Skinner told a reporter that henceforth, that 
window remains closed. The New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2009 

 

Cop's MP5, pistol stolen 
Police chiefs are not the only police officers who 

have guns stolen from their cars. Nearly $3,000 worth 
of guns and ammo—including an HK MP5 machine 
pistol and Glock .45—a was stolen July 28 out of a 
Jacksonville Beach, FL, police officer's unmarked 
vehicle in broad daylight while on his lunch break. 

When the unnamed officer came back to his 
vehicle about an hour after leaving it, he realized the 
driver's side window was broken and his weapons 
were gone, according to a police report cited by 
News4 television in Jacksonville. The New GUN WEEK, 

September 1, 2009 
 

Bingo hall robber gets unlucky 
An Alabama man is dead after trying his luck at 

robbery, at a bingo hall ironically called "It's Your 
Lucky Day" in rural Jasper, several miles northwest of 
Birmingham, according to various news agencies. 

The dead man was identified as William Cantrell 
Jr., 43, who took several bullets from a security guard 
on Aug. 1. He died at the scene. 

According to accounts in The Birmingham News 

and Associated Press, Cantrell entered the bingo hall 
at about 11 p.m. and opened fire with a shotgun. He 
yelled that he was robbing the place, and ordered 
everyone out. Approached by two security guards, he 
fired at a cashier's cage and at a safe before one of the 
guards opened fire. The New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2009 
 

El Paso, TX, sees increased number of 

armed citizens 
Fears about more gun control and the on-going 

drug war in Mexico has compelled a growing number 
of El Paso, TX, residents to start carrying handguns, 
according to The El Paso Times. 

The newspaper said since last December, the 
number of carry permit applications has surged 17% 
since the election of Barack Obama as president. Gun 
shop operators and firearms instructors have seen a 
marked increase in the number of people attending 
gun safety courses, and El Paso saw the largest 
increase in applications among any of the state's 
metropolitan areas in the past year..The newspaper 
said El Paso's application rate was 30% above the 
same time last year. 

An on-line poll by the newspaper showed 
overwhelming response in favor of owning firearms 
and carrying concealed. More than 70% of the respon-
dents favored being able to defend one's self and 
agreed that people have a right to own a gun. 

The newspaper said that the Texas Department of 
Public Safety had hired 50 temporary workers to help 
ease the backlog of applications since Obama was 
elected. 
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It appears the surge in El Paso is also due to the 
drug wars going on just across the border in Mexico. 
There has been considerable violence in Juarez, just 
across the Rio Grande from El Paso, with murders and 
kidnappings every day. 

In addition to applying for carry permits, a lot more 
people are visiting gun shops Jimmy Porter, owner of 
El Paso Gun Exchange, told the newspaper that there 
has been a steady increase in the number of people 
coming into his shop to buy handguns and ask about 
concealed carry. The New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2009 

 

Ex-Giant Burress facing gun charges 
Plaxico Burress, 31, a former receiver for the New 

York Giants who caught the winning touchdown pass 
in last year's Super Bowl victory, was indicted on 
three gun charges by a New York grand jury on Aug. 3 
and could face at least three-and-a-half years in prison 
if convicted, but remains free on $100,000 bail. 

Burress was indicted on two counts of criminal 
weapons possession, both second degree felonies, and 
one count of reckless endangerment after shooting 
himself in the thigh at a nightclub last November. 

Not indicted by the Manhattan grand jury was 
Giants linebacker Antonio Pierce, who was with 
Burress at the nightclub and assisted him after the 
shooting. Both men earlier testified before the grand 
jury. The New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2009 

 

NY Senate skipping two anti-gun bills 
Handgun owners in New York can breathe at least 

a temporary sigh of relief, because two major gun bills 
that passed the Assembly in April won't be heard any 
time soon in the Senate, Dave Henderson reported in 
the Aug. 6 Binghamton Press & Sun-Bulletin. 

Legislation that would establish mandatory micro-
stamping of all pistol ammunition won't get out of 
committee, according to Sen. Thomas W. Libous (R-
Binghamton), Henderson reported. 

He also pointed out that a bill that would require 
handgun permits to be renewed, at a considerable cost, 
every five years is similarly tabled. The New GUN WEEK, 

September 1, 2009 
 

19-year-old OH home invader shot 

fatally 

Ohio's Castle Doctrine statute apparently went to 
work recently when a homeowner in Columbus fatally 
shot a 19-year-old thug who forced his way into the 
man's house. 

Dead is Steven Ford II, according to The Columbus 

Dispatch. 

The incident went down on the 
evening of July 29. The newspaper said Ford 

showed up at a home owned by Christopher Logsdon, 
at about 11 p.m. Logsdon answered a knock at the 
door and found Ford armed with a gun. The younger 
man forced his way in, but suddenly found himself 
facing gunfire as Logsdon, armed with his own 
handgun, fired. 

Logsdon grabbed his 5-year-old nephew and 
dashed upstairs. 

According to the newspaper, Ford made it all the 
way back outside before collapsing on the front porch. 
That's where responding police found his body. 

The newspaper said the case will be presented to a 
Franklin County grand jury to determine whether 
Logsdon acted in self-defense according to the statute. 
The New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2009 

 

WA open carriers win victory in 

Kitsap County 
Washington State open carry activists are cheering 

a victory they scored in Kitsap County across Puget 
Sound from Seattle, now that the county commission 
has repealed a 1971 ordinance that banned firearms in 
county parks. 

Not that the ordinance had any authority anymore; 
a 1983 statute that was amended in 1985 and again in 
1994 firmly established state preemption, putting sole 
authority for firearms regulation in the hands of the 
state legislature. That statute nullified and repealed all 
local firearms ordinances. 

However, in Many jurisdictions, the ordinances 
remained on the books. Kitsap County was one of 
those areas, where the county code still reflected the 
1971 rule. 

Several people from the OpenCarry.org movement 
in western Washington had gathered in May at 
Waterfront Park in the small community of Silverdale 
on 

the Kitsap Peninsula, according to The Kitsap Sun. 

They were openly armed, and the commission learned 
that their ordinance had no standing. 



 
 

Page 25

County Commissioner Steve Bauer did not like the 
repeal, and said so during a meeting when the code 
was changed. 

"I think it's bad policy on the part of the state," he 
reportedly said. 

The newspaper said that he suggested he would call 
police and get his grandchildren out of a park if open 
carriers appeared. He contended that park visitors 
could carry concealed if they have a concealed pistol 
license. 

Another commissioner, Josh Brown, was upset that 
the state legislature had taken away local control. 

The newspaper said Kitsap County sheriff's 
deputies understood there was a disparity between 
state statute and the county ordinance. 

There is still a prohibition against firing guns in 
parks, which open carry activists have never done, 
anyway. However, he also understands that state law 
"trumps county code." The New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2009 

 

Cuomo targets stores selling look-a-

like guns 
Hundreds of New York stores aren't complying 

with state rules banning the sale of any "toy" guns that 
could be confused with the real thing, according to 
WGRZ-TV and other news sources. 

Attorney General Andrew Cuomo said on July 28 
that his office has sent ceaseand-desist letters to more 
than 100 retailers ordering them to halt sales of look-
a-likes that violate the ban. 

State law requires "toy" guns to be made from 
materials that couldn't possibly be confused with an 
actual weapon, or carry colorful markings including a 
big orange stripe. 

Some of the stores that got letters included Dollar 
General, Dollar Tree, Big Lots and Gander Mountain. 
The New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2009 

 

Brooklyn man battles Bloomberg over 

flintlock rifle 
The New York Daily News reported at the end of 

July that history buff, reenactor and social worker 
Michael Littlejohn, 50, of Brooklyn, NY; is trying to 
keep a firm grasp on his custom-made flintlock rifle 
that NYC Mayor Michael Bloomberg's cops are trying 
to seize, claiming he needs a permit to own it. 

An antique replica of those used by America's first 
soldiers at the Battle of Brooklyn, Littlejohn charges 
the Bloomberg administration with tyranny for trying 
to seize it—a dead ringer for the weapon once used 
against the redcoats. 

"This is the last legal gun that you can have without 
registration in New York," Littlejohn said. "And yet 
Mayor Bloomberg is driven crazy by my flintlock 
gun—the one that won the American Revolution." 

As far as Gun Week can determine, New York State 
and New York City laws allow license-free ownership 
of "antique" firearms. 

The NYPD learned about Littlejohn's $825 rifle 
when he left a receipt from the Tennessee maker 
inside a Staples copy center, prompting a call to the 
cops. The New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2009 

 

CO black bear home invasion finally 

stopped 
Black bears in the Boulder, CO, area seem to be 

very brazen this Summer, as several homes have been 
invaded in recent weeks and one of those incidents 
ended in gunfire. 

This is one black bear that took a lot of lead before 
being stopped, and apparently it was none-too-soon; 
the 120-pound bruin had broken into a house in 
Boulder County and quickly out-stayed its welcome. 

According to The Boulder Daily Camera, 

homeowner Brenda Fischer heard her dog barking at 
about 2 a.m. on July 27. She went upstairs to find out 
what the racket was all about and found herself staring 
at the bear. She ran back downstairs, woke up her 
husband and their two children. 

The newspaper quoted Paul Fischer stating, "As 
soon as I knew there was a bear inside the house, I 
went to gather up both our weapon and our ammuni-
tion, because they are in two different places, and 
went to place myself with the weapon between the 
family and the bear." 

The bear rushed at Fischer, who cut loose with his 
12-gauge shotgun, using two rounds of birdshot and 
one loaded with a rubber bullet. The Fischers then 
escaped the house through a bedroom window. 

About that time, the sheriff's deputies arrived, and 
found the wounded bear trying to get out through a 
screen door. Sheriff's Sgt. Lance Enholm drew his .45-
caliber pistol and shot the bear five times before 
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reaching for his .223-caliber rifle and shooting the 
animal twice with that to end the incident. 

Of the five rounds from his pistol, the lawman hit 
the bear at least twice in the head, but the critter would 
not go down. It took the two rifle bullets to finally kill 
the bear. 

State wildlife officials told the newspaper that it is 
impossible to determine whether this bear had also 
broken into at least three other homes in the days 
leading up to the fatal confrontation. The New GUN WEEK, 

September 1, 2009 
 

Air Force to add 84-position range 
Savage Range Systems, manufacturers of indoor 

and outdoor shooting ranges, bullet traps, target 
systems and shoot houses, has received a multi-
million dollar order from Anderson Construction 
Company to install an 84-position firing range as part 
of a new military training facility at Maxwell Air 
Force Base in Alabama. 

Anderson Construction was awarded the $11.3 
million contract by the US Army Corps of Engineers. 
The project is expected to be completed by January 
2011. 

Savage Range Systems is a sister company of 
Savage Anna. The New GUN WEEK, September 15, 2009 
 
*************************************************** 

CCRKBA --NEWS RELEASE 
 

GUN OWNERS HELPED OUST SEATTLE 

MAYOR, SEND MESSAGE, SAYS CCRKBA 

  
8/21/2009 BELLEVUE, WA – Seattle gun owners 

can take much credit for the ouster of anti-gun Mayor 
Greg Nickels in this week’s primary election, the 
Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear 
Arms said this morning following what amounted to a 
concession speech at his press conference. 

Nickels came in third in the city’s “Top Two” 
primary, signaling that voters in Seattle were fed up 
with his bully pulpit style, and perhaps more than 
anything, his arrogance, said CCRKBA Chairman 
Alan Gottlieb. No single episode has better 
underscored that haughtiness than the mayor’s open 
defiance of Washington State law that denied him the 
authority to set up the city’s own restrictive gun laws. 

“When the mayor announced last year that he 
would ban legally-carried firearms from city property 

when he knew it would be contrary to the state’s 
preemption statute,” Gottlieb recalled, “it made tens of 
thousands of Seattle gun owners furious. Nickels 
insulted their intelligence by promising to ban guns by 
executive order, which is the height of municipal 
contempt for the rights of citizens under the state 
Constitution. He literally threw away their votes.” 

CCRKBA Projects Director Thomas McKiddie, a 
West Seattle resident, said he and his gun-owning 
fellow Seattleites had simply had enough of the 
mayor’s condescension toward their rights to be safe 
on city streets, in parks and on other public property. 

“I don’t know a single gun owner in Seattle who 
voted for Nickels,” McKiddie said. “After he 
threatened an executive order, he lost the nerve to 
actually issue one because he knew he would lose that 
fight in court. Instead, he included gun prohibitions in 
use contracts for the Seattle Center and other venues. 
He knew a citywide ban would be unenforceable, and 
his ouster demonstrates that Seattle gun owners were 
having none of it.” 

“We hope this sends a signal to Nickels’ 
successor,” Gottlieb observed, “that stirring the wrath 
of gun owners is a mistake. This week’s primary result 
in Seattle should stand as a warning to other mayors 
who signed on with New York’s Michael Bloomberg 
to trample the firearms rights of their constituents. 

“Mayors are not monarchs,” Gottlieb concluded. 
“They are not above the law. Greg Nickels is going to 
have a long time to think about that, as he watches this 
election season from the sidelines.”  

With more than 650,000 members and supporters 
nationwide, the Citizens Committee for the Right to 
Keep and Bear Arms (www.ccrkba.org) is one of the 
nation's premier gun rights organizations. As a non-
profit organization, the Citizens Committee is 
dedicated to preserving firearms freedoms through 
active lobbying of elected officials and facilitating 
grass-roots organization of gun rights activists in local 
communities throughout the United States. 
 
*************************************************** 

SAF --NEWS RELEASES 
 
SAF Gun Groups to Sue over Montana-made and 
Retained Firearms 
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8/24/2009 BELLEVUE, WA - the Montana 
Shooting Sports Association (MSSA) and the Second 
Amendment Foundation (SAF) have formed a 
strategic alliance to litigate the principles of the 
Montana Firearms Freedom Act (MFFA), passed by 
the 2009 Montana Legislature and signed into law by 
Montana Governor Brian Schweitzer. 

The MFFA declares that any firearms made and 
retained in Montana are not subject to any federal 
authority, resisting Congress's dramatically expanded 
use of the interstate commerce clause to justify 
Washington's regulation of virtually all of the private 
economy.  The MFFA also applies to firearm 
accessories and ammunition. 

MSSA is most well-known for advancing pro-gun 
and pro-hunting bills in the Montana Legislature, and 
has been successful with 54 pro-gun and pro-hunting 
measures in the past 25 years.  SAF is a pro-gun 
foundation in Bellevue, Washington, established to 
press the rights of gun owners primarily in judicial 
fora.  SAF has been a party to numerous lawsuits to 
assert the rights of gun owners across the Nation. 

The primary purpose of the MFFA is to set up a 
legal challenge to federal power under the commerce 
clause.  MSSA and SAF expect to mount this legal 
challenge by filing a suit for a declaratory judgment to 
test the principles of the MFFA in federal court on 
October 1st, the day the Montana law becomes 
effective. 

The concept of the Firearms Freedom Act has 
caught fire nationwide.  Tennessee has passed a clone 
of the MFFA.  Other clones have been introduced in 
the legislatures of Alaska, Texas, Florida, South 
Carolina, Minnesota and Michigan.  Legislators in 19 
other states have indicated that they will introduce 
MFFA clones soon or when their legislatures next 
convene. See:  http://firearmsfreedomact.com 

This wave of interest across the Nation is what the 
federal judiciary calls "emerging consensus" and will 
play an important role in validating the principles of 
the MFFA. 

MSSA president Gary Marbut commented, "We're 
excited to get the MFFA into court to articulate and 
argue the principles of freedom and states' rights.  It's 
especially encouraging that people in so many other 
states are getting tickets to ride this particular freedom 
train.  It will be an interesting journey, and we hope 
successful one." 

SAF founder Alan Gottlieb added, "This is an issue 
that needs public attention because it challenges 
federal intrusion into an area where the federal 
government clearly, and literally, has no business." 

The MSSA/SAF legal team is currently working up 
its arguments and litigation strategy.  The team has 
identified several areas of rationale' that have never 
been discussed before in cases about Congress's 
commerce clause power.  The general thesis is that 
Washington has gone way overboard in attempting to 
regulate the internal affairs of states under the strained 
theory that states' internal activities are related to 
interstate commerce. 

Although the MFFA addresses firearms, 
ammunition and firearm accessories specifically, it is 
primarily about states' rights and the commerce clause 
power of Congress.  Firearms are the object; states' 
rights and freedom are the subject. 
 
Information:  Gary Marbut; 406-549-1252 

                 http://mtssa.org 
                 Alan Gottlieb; 425-454-7012 
                 http://saf.org 

 

MSNBC PLAYS RACIAL POLITICS 

WITH DECEPTIVE EDITING, 

SAYS SAF 
 
8/20/2009 BELLEVUE, WA – The Second 

Amendment Foundation today accused MSNBC of 
using deceptively-edited video from a Phoenix, 
Arizona anti-tax rally on Monday to invent a racial 
stereotype in its on-going effort to demonize and 
marginalize American firearms owners as “racists.” 

The MSNBC video, narrated by reporter Contessa 
Brewer, appearing with “Morning Meeting” host 
Dylan Ratigan, shows an AR-15 rifle being carried 
over a man’s shoulder. The man is part of a crowd 
protesting near the national convention of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, where President Barack 
Obama spoke. Brewer notes on camera, “Yes, there 
are Second Amendment rights, for sure, but also there 
are questions about whether this has a racial overtone. 
I mean, here you have a man of color in the presidency 
and white people showing up with guns strapped to 
their waistÂ…” 
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“What MSNBC purposely did not reveal with the 
deliberately doctored video is that the man carrying 
that sport-utility rifle was an African-American,” said 
SAF founder Alan Gottlieb. “MSNBC knows the man 
was black, yet all they showed in a brief film clip was 
a close-up of the rifle against the man’s neatly-pressed 
dress shirt. It was impossible to tell the man’s race. 

“This is a detestable attempt to manipulate public 
sentiment,” he continued, “in MSNBC’s continuing 
effort to perpetuate a stereotype of gun owners as 
white racists. It was even suggested during the 
segment by MSNBC culture critic Toure that it would 
not be surprising ‘if we see somebody get a chance 
and take a chance and really try to hurt’ the president.  

“By irresponsibly fomenting this kind of racial 
divisiveness through the use of carefully-edited 
video,” Gottlieb stated, “MSNBC is not simply 
reporting news, it is provoking a reaction. If any harm 
comes to the president, MSNBC’s hate-mongering 
should be blamed.  

“I wonder,” Gottlieb conclude, “if Keith 
Olbermann is going to name MSNBC as the worst 
news network in the world.” 
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Radical 'Regulatory Czar' Could Pose Problems 

for Gun Owners -- While BATFE is ready to step 

up efforts at spying on gun owners 

Friday, September 11, 2009 

Yesterday, another radical extremist joined the 
ranks of the Obama administration. 

Cass Sunstein, who is an old friend of Barack 
Obama, is now our new Regulatory Czar.  You will 
recall that he is the guy who wants animals to sue 
hunters and other Americans. 

He also supports gun control. 

While his nomination as head of the Office of 

Information and Regulatory Affairs passed the 
Senate by a 57-40 vote yesterday, the REAL vote was 
actually much closer -- losing only by three votes. 

That vote occurred on Wednesday, when 
Republicans tried to kill his nomination using a 
filibuster -- a procedure which required Democrats to 

muster 60 votes.  Every Democrat (except for three) 
voted for Sunstein.  The three Senators who voted 
against Sunstein on the filibuster were Blanche 
Lincoln (D-AR), Mark Pryor (D-AR) and James 
Webb (D-VA). 

Unfortunately, a handful of Republicans crossed 

party lines to help Sunstein overcome the procedural 
roadblock.  The Republican traitors who crossed 
party lines on Wednesday were Senators Bob Bennett 
(UT), Sue Collins (ME), Judd Gregg (NH), Orrin 
Hatch (R-UT), Richard Lugar (IN) and Olympia 
Snowe (ME). 

Dishonorable mention goes to Republican-turned-
Democrat Senator Arlen Specter (PA) who voted for 
Sunstein -- as well as Senator Mark Pryor (D-AR), 
who waited until the end of the voting period to finally 
cast his ballot against Sunstein. 

Regarding Pryor, you will remember that in 
August, he waited until the last minute to cast his vote 
in favor of the concealed carry reciprocity 
amendment.  When it became clear the anti-gunners 
had a comfortable margin of victory, Sen. Pryor 
actually switched his vote at the last minute. 

GOA members will be receiving a newsletter soon 
that shows an actual picture of the Senate tally sheet, 
which documents Pryor's vote switch.  (Not receiving 
GOA's newsletter?  Go to 
http://gunowners.org/ordergoamem.htm and become a 
GOA member today!) 

The cloture vote on Wednesday -- ending the 
filibuster on Sunstein -- was 63-35.  You can see how 
your two Senators voted on the filibuster and on final 
passage by going to 
http://capwiz.com/gunowners/issues/votes on the 
GOA website. 

As the Regulatory Czar, Sunstein will provide the 
final touches on new federal regulations.  No firearm 
or ammunition needs to be banned outright -- that 
would be too transparent.  As the coauthor of Nudge 
(2008), Sunstein has already laid out how "choice 
architects" should carefully guide (or nudge) 
Americans into making better choices. 

So with a little regulation here... a little regulation 
there... Sunstein can strengthen the iron fist of the 
federal gun police (otherwise known as the BATFE).  
Or, he can implement additional federal requirements 
which will result in firearm and ammunition 
manufacturers paying more for their merchandise. 
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Of course, these costs will be passed on to the 
consumer as new "taxes" that will "nudge" Americans 
away from purchasing firearms or engaging in the 
shooting sports. 

In short, be prepared for more "change" from 
Washington and less spare change in your pockets. 
 

Be vigilant about BATFE spying! 
GOA has received a report from a very well-known 

journalist at a big newspaper that the FBI and BATFE 
are teaming up together to get off-the-record 
information on gun owners.  The project, known as 
Vigilant Eagle, involves federal agents going to gun 
stores and doing "meet and greets" with shop owners 
in the hopes of obtaining informal information on people 
buying guns. 

If you are a shop owner who is contacted by the 
FBI or BATFE as part of this program -- or if you are 
a gun owner who becomes aware that this program is 
going on in your area -- please contact GOA by going 
to http://gunowners.net/cgi-bin/ttx.cgi?cmd=newticket 
and giving us the details of what you know.  The 
journalist wants to run a story exposing Vigilant Eagle 
to the entire country. 

 
Senate to Vote on Anti-gun Kook for 'Regulatory 

Czar'-- Nominee favors bringing an end to hunting 

Tuesday, September 8, 2009  

Just when you thought the news about the Obama 
administration couldn't get any worse, gun owners 
find themselves needing to rally the troops once again. 

This time it's the proposed "Regulatory Czar" who 
will be coming to a vote this week in the U.S. Senate. 

His name is Cass Sunstein, and he holds some of 
the kookiest views you will ever hear. 

For starters, Sunstein believes in regulating hunting 
out of existence.  He told a Harvard audience in 2007 
that "we ought to ban hunting."  And in The Rights of 
Animals: A Very Short Primer (2002), he said: 

I think we should go further ... the law should 
impose further regulation on hunting, scientific 
experiments, entertainment, and (above all) farming to 
ensure against unnecessary animal suffering.  It is easy 
to imagine a set of initiatives that would do a great 
deal here, and indeed European nations have moved in 
just this direction. There are many possibilities.  
(Italics are his emphasis.) 

If that's all Sunstein believed, he would be 
dangerous and extreme, but not necessarily kooky.  

Unfortunately, when you look at WHY he wants to 
restrict hunting, this is where he goes beyond 
extreme.   

In Sunstein's world, animals should have just as 
many rights as people ... and they should be able to 
sue humans in court! 

"We could even grant animals a right to bring suit 
without insisting that animals are persons, or that they 
are not property," Sunstein said on page 11 of Animal 
Rights: Current Debates and New Directions (2004). 

Well, that's a relief ... he is at least willing to 
concede that animals are not persons!  But he would 
still have animals suing humans, apparently, with 
more enlightened humans representing the cuddly 
critters.  

Imagine returning from a successful hunting trip ... 
only to find out that you've been subpoenaed for 
killing your prize.  Who knows, maybe Sunstein 
would have the family of the dead animal serving as 
witnesses in court! 

By the way, if you're wondering what he thinks 
about the Second Amendment right to keep and bear 
arms, you won't be surprised to know that Sunstein is 
a huge supporter of gun control.   

In Radicals in Robes: Why Extreme Right-Wing 
Courts are Wrong for America (2005), Sunstein says: 

Almost all gun control legislation is 
constitutionally fine.... [O]n the Constitution's text, 
fundamentalists [that is, gun rights supporters] should 
not be so confident in their enthusiasm for 
invalidating gun control legislation. 

Hmm, what part of "shall not be infringed" does 
Sunstein not understand? 

Imagine the power that Sunstein could have as the 
Regulatory Czar -- the nickname for the person 
heading the Office of Information and Regulatory 
Affairs (OIRA) in the White House. 

As the Regulatory Czar, he could bring about 
changes in the regulations that affect hunting, gun 
control and farming.  In short, he could make your life 
hell. 

Senator Saxby Chambliss (R-GA) objected to his 
nomination several weeks ago, preventing him from 
being unanimously confirmed. 

That means that the Senate will now need to garner 
60 votes to confirm this radical, kooky choice to the 
OIRA. 
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No doubt, many of the people our President wants 
to associate with are radical kooks.  First, there was 
the Rev. Jeremiah Wright ... then there was the self-
avowed communist (Van Jones) who was nominated 
for the Green Jobs Czar ... now, there's an extreme 
animal rights activist who wants to take away our guns 
and get Bambi to sue us in court. 

It's time to take a STRONG STAND against this 
radical administration. 

ACTION:  Please contact your Senators right away 
and urge them to vote AGAINST the Cass Sunstein 
nomination.  You can use the Gun Owners Legislative 
Action Center at 
http://www.gunowners.org/activism.htm to send your 
legislators the pre-written e-mail message below.   

 
----- Pre-written letter ----- 

Dear Senator: 
I urge you to vote AGAINST Cass Sunstein as the 

head of the Office of Information and Regulatory 
Affairs, as I am very concerned about the impact this 
"Regulatory Czar" would have upon firearms and 
hunting. 

Sunstein told a Harvard audience in 2007 that "we 
ought to ban hunting."  If that were all Sunstein 
believed, he would be dangerous and extreme, but not 
necessarily kooky.  Unfortunately, in Sunstein's world, 
animals should have just as many rights as people ... 
and they should be able to sue humans in court!   

Moreover, he is a firm supporter of gun control.  In 
Radicals in Robes: Why Extreme Right-Wing Courts 
are Wrong for America (2005), Sunstein says that, 
"Almost all gun control legislation is constitutionally 
fine." 

I wouldn't be surprised if Sunstein is part of the 
small minority -- 11% of Americans, according to a 
Zogby/O'Leary poll in August -- who opposes licensed 
concealed carry.  

I hope you will understand that Cass Sunstein's 
views are WAY OUT OF THE MAINSTREAM of 
American thought and that you should vote NO on 
this radical, kooky nomination. 

Sincerely, 
 
 

*************************************************** 

News links  
09-09-08 Police: Columbus gunman shoots officer, kills 

himself 

   COLUMBUS — A suspected drunken driver who refused to 
stop for police and shot an officer in the face with a high-
powered rifle fatally shot himself inside his apartment Monday, 
police said. 
   The man’s body was found by SWAT teams that entered the 
apartment, where he had barricaded himself, at 6:30 p.m., 
Columbus Police Sgt. Rich Weiner said. Police identified the 
man as 37-year-old Jason Farnsworth. 
   A 28-year-old officer was shot in the cheek, with the bullet 
exiting his chin, at about 3:40 p.m., Weiner said. The officer was 
in stable condition at Ohio State University Medical Center and 
was expected to survive.  
A second officer was shot in a bulletproof vest and was not 
injured. 
  Police tried to pull the man over on Interstate 71 at about 3:20 
p.m., after they received a report of a suspected drunken driver, 
Weiner said. The man later exited the interstate, stopped the car 
and fled on foot, firing the rifle at police, he said. 
    He continued shooting at police after barricading himself 
inside the apartment, Weiner said. 
http://toledoblade.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20090908/NE
WS24/909089984/0/NEWS16 
 

09-09-05 Darby Borough is quiet for a night after curfew 

   DARBY BOROUGH — Officers arrested about a dozen 
people Thursday into Friday during the first night of the 
borough’s crackdown on gun crimes and new 9 p.m. curfew for 
children and adults. 
  “We made some curfew arrests, both adults and juveniles, and 
those who were arrested were cited and released,” Police Chief 
Robert Smythe said Friday night. 
  He noted that the night was otherwise quiet. 
   “We’ve had no incidents (of gunplay) in the last 30-some 
hours, and we’ll be back out (Friday night) under the same 
principles as (Thursday) night,” Smythe said. 
   Mayor Helen Thomas enacted a state of emergency Thursday 
afternoon after several days of shooting in the borough’s Third 
Ward. No one has been injured in the shootings, but several 
homes and buildings were shot at, and several still bear bullet 
holes as evidence. 
   Thomas did not return repeated calls requesting comment 
Friday night. 
  Smythe said no arrests were made in connection with the 
shootings, but officers were hoping to learn more about the 
perpetrators during their nightly patrols of the area. 
   “We’re getting some intelligence in regard to what’s been going 
on, but we haven’t been able to make any arrests as of yet,” he 
said. 
   Stepped-up police patrols are enforcing the 9 p.m. curfew on 
streets from the unit block of Main Street to Fifth Street, as well 
as along Greenway Avenue, Berbro Street, Darby Terrace and 
Fern Street. Thursday night, Smythe said that there have been at 
least three shootings in the area over the course of the last five 
nights. All of the shootings occurred between the hours of 10 
p.m. and 6 a.m., he said. 
  Any adult or juvenile found on the streets after curfew has been 
questioned by officers and asked to produce identification. 
   Officers are searching for several men in their teens or early 
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20s who have worn black or dark-blue clothing while carrying 
out the shootings. Smythe said he believes the shootings are 
related to drug trade in the area, and said that the shooters may 
come from outside the borough. 
   “Are they from Darby? Are they from Philadelphia? We don’t 
know,” Smythe said Thursday. “There’s been a good amount of 
violence in Southwest Philadelphia, which is just over the line 
from Darby. It’s possible these shooters are coming into Darby 
from Philadelphia.” 
   The area is not unfamiliar with street violence. Since late 2008, 
residents have reported occasionally hearing gunshots throughout 
the night. One shooting left bullet holes in the side of Frank’s 
Steak Shop at Second and Main streets. 
   Shop co-owner Yvonne Riccetti said she supports the 
enforcement of the curfew. 
   “Anything that keeps the kids off the streets and out of trouble 
is OK with me,” she said as she handled the lunch rush at the 
restaurant. 
   Employee Charlene Carter, who lives in the curfew area on 
Third Street, agreed, although she admits the restrictions are 
making it a bit harder for her to get around town. 
   “It’s a little bit of an inconvenience, but if that’s what it takes to 
get things straightened out, then we’ve got to do what we’ve got 
to do,” she said. 
   Outside Frank’s, streets in the Third Ward were bustling with 
activity as residents enjoyed an 80-degree late summer day. Nine 
hours before curfew was scheduled to begin, they made the most 
of their time outside. A group of teens gathered on a front porch 
on Second Street, and children on bikes pedaled down Greenway 
Avenue, past telephone poles festooned with signs warning 
residents of the state of emergency in bold red print. 
    Former Mayor Paula Brown is running against Thomas in 
November’s election. She has been a frequent critic of both 
Thomas and Smythe, maintaining that they and borough council 
have not been doing enough to keep residents informed about 
violence in the streets. 
   “Enacting the curfew was a smart move, and one that I tried to 
do four years ago,” she said. “To me, though, stopping adults and 
juveniles and running their IDs through police radio is a civil 
rights violation, and I’m suspicious of the timing, now that we’re 
just 60 days out from the (mayoral) election.” 
  This isn’t the first time Darby has enforced a curfew to try to 
quell violence in its neighborhoods. In June, the borough closed 
the unit block of North Third Street for 72 hours, allowing only 
residents and their guests into the perimeter, after its fourth 
shooting in eight months. 
   And it’s just the latest move in a borough still rocked by the 
early July shooting of 17-year-old Ollie Cloyd, who was gunned 
down in front of his Ninth Street home. Smythe said the 
investigation into Cloyd’s shooting remains open and active, and 
a $10,000 reward is still on the table for anyone with information 
that leads to the arrest of the shooter. 
   As with the Cloyd case, borough officials are pleading with the 
public for information on the latest round of shootings. 
   “If anyone sees anything that looks unusual to them, anything 
that’s out of the ordinary or suspicious, dial 911 right away,” he 
said Thursday, noting that officers would not respond directly to 
a caller’s residence in an effort to avoid criminal retaliation 

against those who report the crimes. “We’ve got a number of 
police officers out there, but there are more eyes in those houses. 
If we all work together, we can bring this situation to a safe end 
and get back to our normal, safe lives.” 
http://www.delcotimes.com/articles/2009/09/05/news/doc4aa1d6
2679621035444562.txt 
 
09-09-04 Synagogue Security: Rabbis Learn To Use Firearms 

With Houses Of Worship Constantly Under Threat, Former NYC 
Cop Offers Class Designed To Keep People Inside Safe 
NEW YORK (CBS)    Some might call it the "God squad," others 
a proactive approach to safety.  
  A rabbi in Queens is beginning a training program aimed at 
keeping places of worship worry free.  
   Inside a Kew Gardens place of prayer is a team of experts 
whose goal is to make synagogues safer by teaching martial arts, 
how to use a gun and protecting worshipers if someone came in 
with guns blaring.  
  It's the brainchild of Rabbi Gary Moscowitz, a former New 
York City cop who said synagogues are natural targets.  
  "It comes from the FBI. Just call the FBI. They issue terror 
alerts to synagogues on a regular basis here," Moscowitz said.  
   Moscowitz pointed to this spring's attempted bombing of two 
Bronx synagogues as an example for the need.  
   "This is an insurance policy. I hope it never has to go into 
effect," Moscowitz said.  
   Now he's put together a team that's selling safety because police 
can only be in so many places.  
   "What police officer, even if they were parked in front of the 
synagogue, they hear a firefight. We'll be dead," Moscowitz said.  
   "Our idea is you can't be spiritual if you're dead. You have to 
be able to fight back to live another day," martial arts expert 
Stuart Rosenberg said.  
   To help with protection, Moscowitz is pushing state lawmakers 
to allow at least five people at houses of worship to carry a gun, 
but only after training.  
  When asked of all this precaution is truly necessary, Moscowitz 
said, "I believe so."  
  So does another rabbi whose synagogue has signed up.  
   "God forbid and God save us that someone would try to attack 
us. Why not let us know the skill in advance and be prepared just 
in case," said Rabbi Mordechai Hecht.  
  The team is charging $1,000 a person for a 100-hour class. CBS 
2 HD has been told a handful of synagogues in Florida, 
California and Vancouver are interested. 
http://wcbstv.com/seenat11/rabbis.guns.synagogues.2.1163419.ht
ml 
 

09-09-04 Investigators: Harrisburg Man Pointed Gun At 

Detectives 

   HARRISBURG, Pa. -- Investigators said that the man shot by 
Harrisburg detectives Thursday initiated the shooting by pointing 
a gun at officers. 
   The district attorney's office said that two detectives were in the 
area of 14th and Vernon streets in the Allison Hill area Thursday 
afternoon when they encountered a man who they have dealt with 
before (see interactive map below).  
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      The 24-year-old gave officers permission to pat him down. 
But when they did, he pulled out a gun and aimed it at them, 
police said.  
   The detectives fired multiple shots, striking the man three 
times. The assistant DA said that he does not believe the man 
shot back.  
   He was taken to the hospital, but there is no word on his 
condition.  
  The violence has nearby residents scared.  
    The detectives were not hurt and have been placed on 
administrative leave.  
Neighbor Heard 6 To 9 Shots 
   Neighbors said that they heard yelling and the man started to 
run. They then heard shots. One neighbor told News 8 that it 
sounded like the shootout at the OK Corral. She reported hearing 
six to nine shots.  
     "It's very troublesome, you know, that we have police officers 
being fired upon," said Harrisburg Police Chief Charles Kellar. 
"But that's just how quick it can happen. You never know when 
you walk up on an individual if he's going to shake your hand or 
shoot at you."  
  Police said that they recovered a semi-automatic handgun near 
the man.  
   Police are investigating the shooing. Since officers were 
involved, the district attorney's office is also investigating to 
determine if the shooting was justified.  
   Police said that there were a lot of people on the street at the 
time the shots were fired. 
http://www.wgal.com/news/20709423/detail.html 
 

09-09-04 Pittsburgh G20 Summit: De Facto Martial Law 

    In a disturbing trend that has been emerging in the United 
States over the last few years, active-duty military will be on a 
mission in the streets of another modern American city. WPXI 
News is reporting that 2,000 combat-ready troops from the 2nd 
Brigade Combat team of the Army National Guard will be 
deployed in Pittsburgh Pennsylvania during the G20 Summit. The 
troops will be tasked with providing assistance with crowd 
control, traffic, defensive terrorist tactics, and equipment to sense 
biological and chemical weapons. 
    In an August 3rd broadcast on KDKA News, it was reported 
that Gov. Ed Rendell had promised 1,500     Pennsylvania 
National Guard troops who would be on-call “If necessary.” In 
this and other news reports, it was reported that the roughly 900-
member   Pittsburgh Police Force was not enough to handle the 
amount of protestors that are being expected, which was cited as 
a reason to bring in the National Guard. Pittsburgh Police   
Department Chief Nate Harper put out a call to other departments 
and major cities seeking and eventually getting roughly 3,100 
out-of-town police officers for the event. So, even though the 
police were able to secure the needed forces, we now have a 
confirmed commitment of active-duty military of not 1,500 
troops— but 2,000! As of now we can expect 6,000 or more 
“authorities” for this elitists’ confab. 
    There is still no word as to whether or not these National 
Guard troops will be armed, and if so, whether they will be armed 
with lethal or non-lethal weapons. From earlier reports it is 
known that the police force will have “Standard-issue riot gear” 

but it is not known if the military will be equipped in this way 
too. Another point that is not known at this time is what the chain 
of command will be. (I.e. whether the police will be directing the 
military or vice-versa) 
      Following the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s 
designation of the summit as a “National Security Special Event,” 
the U.S. Secret Service has taken charge of the event. This means 
that the Federal Government is directing all of the activities of 
the police, military, local officials, and by fiat— all of the local 
citizens. Amtrak has announced that they will not be making 
stops in Pittsburgh during the summit as well as Greyhound, who 
is considering temporarily moving their terminal to McKeesport. 
The Port Authority of Allegheny County announced that the 
light-rail service into the city will stop as it enters the city and 
admit that they still don’t know about how bus service will be 
affected.  
     KDKA News is also reporting that residents of the Downtown 
Pittsburgh area will need to show ID to enter their homes. The 
assorted apartment firms in the area are notifying their tenants 
that their information will be given to the city, which in-turn will 
put their names into a database. When the tenants who live in the 
“security zone” want to get home, they will need to go through a 
security checkpoint and show proper identification. No word on 
who will man these checkpoints or whether the residents will 
have to take their belts and shoes off. 
     Many groups have applied for permits with the city for 
protests. Many permits have been denied, and many more have 
not yet been answered. Of the permits that have been granted, 
none have actually been issued yet. The ACLU plans on suing the 
City of Pittsburgh if the permits are not issued by the close of the 
business day, Friday. All of the groups who plan on protesting 
can look forward to doing so in one of the two proposed “Free-
speech zones.” 
    With active-duty military personnel being on the streets, free-
speech zones, little or no public transportation and making local 
residents show ID to get to their homes, we will be under a de 
facto martial law declaration here in Pittsburgh. This summit 
underlines all of the things that are totally un-American and 
wholly totalitarian in this country today. 
http://www.infowars.com/pittsburgh-g20-summit-de-facto-
martial-law/ 
 

09-09-04 La. debuts tax-free shopping for guns and ammo 

  BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) — Paul McCrory won’t go deer 
hunting until November, but Louisiana’s new ‘‘sales tax holiday’’ 
on hunting equipment makes this weekend his best opportunity to 
shop for bullets and a new rifle. 
   Gun shop owners report customers like McCrory are 
enthusiastically planning to stock up on bullets, shells, shotguns, 
rifles and handguns — all of which will be sold without the 6 
percent state sales tax or local sales taxes Friday through Sunday. 
That means a 9-percent tax break for Baton Rouge shoppers, 
several of whom said they planned to take full advantage. 
   ‘‘This will help the businesses out, because it encourages 
people to buy things at a lower price. It helps everybody out in 
the long run,’’ said McCrory, 28, a Baton Rouge pipefitter. ‘‘I’m 
going to buy the rifle, ammo and all the fun stuff that go with it.’’ 
    The tax break is a natural fit for the state known as 
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‘‘Sportsman’s Paradise,’’ and debuts at the same time dove 
hunting season starts. The inspiration for the ‘‘Annual Louisiana 
Second Amendment Weekend Tax Holiday’’ came from South 
Carolina, the first and only other state with such a law. South 
Carolina introduced its tax holiday over two days last year and is 
scheduled to lift taxes again in November on guns and bullets. 
   As was true in South Carolina, the Louisiana proposal faced 
little opposition in the Legislature, where many members 
campaigned as pro-firearm and want to avoid angering the 
National Rifle Association and other gun lobbies. 
 
   But Louisiana’s tax break goes much farther than South 
Carolina’s: Sales taxes are waived on any item that could be used 
for hunting or fishing, including clothes, shoes and bags. Also 
included: off-road vehicles, airboats, flat-bottomed boats called 
pirogues, animal feed, firearm and archery accessories, range 
finders, binoculars, knives, decoys, duck blinds, chairs, ear plugs, 
holsters, belts and slingshots. 
   Jim McClain, owner of Jim’s Firearms in Baton Rouge, said his 
regular customers are well educated about the program: Dozens 
of regular customers have come to his store in recent weeks to 
have guns set aside, so they can return over the weekend and save 
money on taxes. Among the 80 firearms he’s holding are a 
$3,500 shotgun — a purchase that will cost $315 less without 
taxes. 
   ‘‘It should be a fairly busy weekend. We’ve got quite a lot of 
weapons on hold right now,’’ McClain said. 
  The sponsor of South Carolina’s legislation, Rep. Mike Pitts, 
said that law helped struggling retailers last November at a time 
when penny-pinching consumers had otherwise been staying 
away from stores. The bill passed that state’s Legislature easily 
but was vetoed by Gov. Mark Sanford — a veto that lawmakers 
easily overturned. 
   In Louisiana, the National Rifle Association praised the 
program and sent out e-mail alerts this week to remind its 
members of it, spokeswoman Rachel Parsons said. 
  Some hunters said they learned about the program from radio 
advertisements by Cabela’s, a Sidney, Neb.-based retail chain 
that sells hunting equipment and has a store in Gonzales, just 
south of Baton Rouge. Cabela’s spokesman John Castillo said the 
company has gotten a lot of questions about which products will 
be tax free — information they’ve happily supplied. 
  ‘‘We’re hearing some chatter that there’s some excitement about 
it, and we’re just waiting to see what happens,’’ Castillo said. 
  McClain said he expects some customers who had been 
uncertain about a purchase will buy guns this weekend. 
   Adam Featherston, 21, said Thursday he was price shopping at 
Jim’s Firearms and another store. The Baton Rouge auto 
mechanic said he planned to spend about $1,000 on bullets and 
two rifles over the weekend, for himself and his fiancee to use in 
deer season. 
    Featherston said he thought a tax break was especially 
appropriate for hunters because the cost of ammunition has shot 
up over the past year. 
   ‘‘It’s a good idea because we’re having to pay $5 extra now for 
bullets,’’ he said. ‘‘I’m going to get everything I need now, so I’ll 
be ready in November.’’ 
http://www.meridianstar.com/local/local_story_247012031.html 

 

09-09-04 California takes prison-overcrowding fight to U.S. 

Supreme Court 

   California officials today asked the U.S. Supreme Court to 
block a lower court order that forces the state to quickly devise a 
plan to shed more than 40,000 inmates from its overcrowded 
prisons. 
   In a 46-page petition to Supreme Court Justice Anthony 
Kennedy, who handles emergency appeals from the Western 
states, California Attorney General Jerry Brown asked for an 
immediate stay of a three-judge panel's Aug. 4 order requiring the 
state to submit its prisoner release plan within 45 days. 
   Judges on the federal court panel Thursday rejected the state's 
bid for a stay, saying they've been "more than patient with the 
state and its officials" in the years-long legal battle over 
conditions inside California's prison system. 
   But California officials say the court has put the state in an 
impossible spot by requiring it to come up with a plan to reduce 
the prison population by nearly a quarter by Sept. 18. 
   "Every day that the three-judge court's order hangs over 
California, it places enormous strains on the state's existing 
resources and creates intolerable anxiety for both officials and 
residents of the nation's most populous state," state lawyers wrote 
to Kennedy. 
   State officials are asking Kennedy to put the order on hold 
while they appeal the entire ruling to the Supreme Court in the 
coming month. 
   The three-judge panel concluded that California's prisons have 
become so overcrowded that officials can longer provide inmates 
with adequate medical and mental health care, violating the U.S. 
Constitution's ban on cruel and unusual punishment. The court 
ordered the state to reduce the prison population to 137.5 percent 
of capacity within two years, which would slash more than 
40,000 inmates from a total number that exceeds 150,000.  
    Prison officials maintain that the judges overstepped their 
bounds, and that the ruling poses unprecedented issues for the 
Supreme Court in terms of state control over its prisons. 
   In the meantime, the Legislature has been unable in recent 
weeks to agree on a plan to reduce prison overcrowding and close 
a $1.2 billion gap in the budget for the state corrections system. 
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger backed a plan that would cut about 
37,000 inmates from the prisons in the next few years, but it ran 
into resistance in the Assembly. 
http://www.mercurynews.com/news/ci_13270637?source=yahoo
NewsML 
 
09-09-03 Miss. Teen Tackles Girl Waving Gun On School 

Bus 

  Yazoo County Sheriff Tommy Vaughan said there was plenty of 
drama in watching the school bus security tape of a 14-year-old 
girl pulling a handgun from her bag. 
    Vaughan said the girl boarded the bus Tuesday and walked 
better than halfway toward the back. He said she reached into a 
flower-print bag and pulled out a chrome-plated .380-caliber 
semiautomatic handgun and began shouting and threatening the 
other students. 
    Vaughan said Yazoo County High School football player 
Kaleb Eulls approached the girl and tackled her. Vaughan said 
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the students both went down, and a second later, Eulls' right hand 
shot back into view holding the weapon. 
   Eulls, a 6-foot 4-inch, 255-pound senior, said he was asleep 
when the girl boarded the bus. When she pulled out the gun, one 
of Eulls' three younger sisters, who were among the 22 people on 
the bus, shook him awake, he said. 
   Eulls said he tried to get the girl's attention. 
   Vaughan said the incident occurred in a rural part of the county 
that is miles from help. Many of the students were elementary 
age. 
  Vaughan said the girl was arrested on 22 counts of attempted 
aggravated assault, 22 counts of kidnapping and one count of 
possession of a firearm on school property. She was being held in 
the county juvenile facility. Her identity has not been released. 
   Vaughan said he wanted to know more about the gun, which he 
described as an inexpensive model prone to firing accidentally. 
http://cbs2chicago.com/national/Kaleb.Eulls.school.2.1161981.ht
ml 
 
 
09-09-03 Fayette County man fires cannonball through 

neighbor's house 
   Police said a man in Georges Township, Fayette County, fired a 
metal cannon that sent a two-pound lead ball into his neighbor's 
house. 
   William Edward Maser, 54, fired the cannon in his yard on 
Tent Church Road Wednesday evening, said Trooper Brian 
Burden of the Pennsylvania State  Police. He said he was not sure 
how regularly Mr. Maser fired his cannon. 
The cannon shot a lead ball through the side of his neighbor's 
house, breaking a window and traveling through a wall before 
landing in a clothes closet. No one was injured. 
   The cannon is an 80-pound homemade replica of cannons used 
during the French and Indian War. It has been impounded as 
evidence. 
   Mr. Maser regularly participates in battle re-enactments, 
Trooper Burden said. 
He has been charged with reckless endangerment, criminal 
mischief and disorderly conflict. 
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/09246/995476-
100.stm?cmpid=latest.xml 
 
09-09-02 Get a Gun in D.C. -- Do You Feel Lucky? 

   It took $833.69, a total of 15 hours 50 minutes, four trips to the 
Metropolitan Police Department, two background checks, a set of 
fingerprints, a five-hour class and a 20-question multiple-choice 
exam.  
     Oh, and the votes of five Supreme Court justices. They're the 
ones who really made it possible for me, as a District resident, to 
own a handgun, a constitutional right as heavily debated and 
rigorously parsed as the freedoms of speech and religion.  
   Just more than a year ago, by a 5-to-4 decision, the court struck 
down the District's three-decades-old outright ban on handguns -- 
the most restrictive gun law in the country. In     District of 
Columbia v. Heller, Justice Antonin Scalia, writing for the court, 
said the   Second Amendment guarantees the right of an 
individual to bear arms, not just Americans in a "well regulated 
Militia"; the District's prohibition was therefore unconstitutional.  

    Reluctantly, Mayor Adrian M. Fenty's administration set up a 
process through which about 550 residents -- now including 
yours truly -- have acquired a handgun. But as my four trips to 
the police department attest, D.C. officials haven't made it easy.  
    Which was exactly their intent. The day the Heller decision 
was announced, Council   Chairman Vincent C. Gray (D) vowed 
that the city was still "going to have the strictest handgun laws the 
Constitution allows." Fenty decried the ruling, saying that "more 
handguns in the District of Columbia will only lead to more 
handgun violence."  
    Under threat of additional litigation, however, the city has 
already had to ease some of its initial restrictions by greatly 
expanding the range of gun models, including semiautomatic 
handguns, residents are allowed to own.  
    Meanwhile, the battle over the right to bear arms in the nation's 
capital continues. The lawyer who won the Heller case recently 
filed a federal lawsuit attempting to overturn the District law that 
prohibits private citizens from packing heat in public. Earlier this 
year, Sen. John Ensign (R-Nev.) attempted to do away with the 
city's gun registration requirements.  
    For now, the D.C. regulations are still in place. That meant that 
on my journey to gun ownership, I had to prove proficiency with 
a weapon on the range and in the classroom. I had to allow the 
District government to fire my gun before I did so its ballistics 
could be recorded. I had to vow that I was mentally sound and 
not under indictment.  
   In the end, I got my gun. But I keep it locked in a box in my 
dresser. Because despite the fact that my government trusts me to 
own a gun, I'm not sure how I feel about having a weapon that 
can send a piece of metal the size of a thimble hurtling through 
space with such speed that it could make someone's head 
explode.  
       I've been surrounded my whole life by people who see guns 
as a cause of social ill, not a cure. But what if they're wrong? I 
live in a dangerous part of a dangerous city. I've heard gunshots 
from my bedroom window clearly enough so there was no 
mistaking them for firecrackers. And then, about a month or so 
ago, my wife went out to her car and saw the glass on the ground 
and then the shattered window. Nothing can make you want a gun 
more than that sickening, helpless moment when you realize you 
are more vulnerable than you had thought.  
* * *  
     If I lived in Virginia, I'd simply walk into a shop, show my ID, 
fill out forms and then wait while the store calls for my 
background check, which can take all of three minutes.    If I 
pass, the gun is mine. Or I could buy a gun from a private citizen 
and forgo the background check. No safety course required 
(unless I'm applying for a concealed-handgun permit, which is 
not even an option in the District). No need to register the gun 
with the government (unless it's a machine gun, which is, again, 
not an option in the District).  
   In Maryland, the process is more involved (though nothing 
close to what you have to go through in the District): There's an 
application, a background check, a mandatory 45-minute safety 
video and then a seven-day waiting period.  
    But I live in the District, where the path to gun ownership, 
believed by some to be designed to intentionally thwart gun 
ownership, begins first with a trip to the police department to 
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pick up the necessary paperwork. Then there's a five-hour safety 
course (four hours in the classroom, one on the firing range) with 
one of about 30 instructors certified to teach the class.  
      For those experienced with guns, the class may seem 
unnecessary, even ridiculous. But I'm grateful for it. I've never 
fired a handgun. Can't say I've ever even held one. My experience 
with firearms is limited to .22-caliber rifles at summer camp, and 
a brief dove hunting excursion in Texas in which I never fired my 
shotgun.  
       The course I choose costs $250 (group lessons are cheaper), 
and is taught in Temple Hills by Isaiah Abraham, a behemoth of a 
man who also works as a Department of Defense police sergeant 
assigned to the Naval Observatory. He walks me through the 
basics:   Always treat a firearm as if it's loaded; keep your finger 
off the trigger until you're ready to fire; never point at anything 
you don't intend to shoot. Then there's this bit of instruction that 
makes me shudder because I live in a Mount Pleasant rowhouse 
with neighbors on either side: Know your target and what's 
behind it because bullets can punch through doors and walls.  
    We go over the parts of the gun so I can identify the difference 
between the hammer and the firing pin. Soon I'm learning to load 
a .38-caliber revolver with dummy bullets.  
     From the moment I wrap my fingers around the grip, the gun 
feels uncomfortable, unwieldy and so surprisingly heavy that my 
entire arm dips a bit as Abraham hands it to me. A toy it is not. 
As I adjust my grip, the muzzle dances wildly around, pointing its 
deadly black eye all over the room.  
      Disapprovingly, he takes the gun to show me how to hold it 
properly, and in his experienced hands the weapon is 
immediately obedient. Then again, guns have long been a part of 
his life. Growing up in Southeast Washington, he saw one of his 
friends get shot in the head "for candy money" when he was in 
middle school. As an adult, he worked as a security guard in the 
projects, and later, as a D.C. cop, he patrolled some of the 
toughest neighborhoods when crack cocaine was driving up the 
homicide rate.  
     It's a cruel, violent world, he says. Which is why, when we get 
to the range, he's going to want me to shoot with my left hand as 
well. Why? I ask. "If you get shot in this arm," he says pointing 
to my right, "I don't want you to give up."  
   If I get shot, I think, it's game over. Instead, I just nod and 
realize that beyond the safety requirements, general gun 
knowledge and instructions on stance, grip and breathing, he's 
also preparing me to shoot at another human being. Because, 
really, isn't that what a handgun is for? It's not for squirrel 
hunting -- certainly not in the District, where the law prohibits me 
from taking the gun out of the house unless I'm going to a "lawful 
firearm-related activity" such as the shooting range.  
      That's why Abraham tells me to always aim for the "center 
mass of your available target" and to "pick up your weapon as if 
ready to fire" because, as he warns, a gun battle typically lasts 
just a couple of seconds. That's why the targets on the walls of his 
office are in the shape of torsos, some with faces on them, so 
you're firing at something that's looking back at you.  
    And that's why at the range, he wants me to pick up the gun 
and fire three shots in four seconds. Which makes my palms 
sweat even more. My hands shake, which causes the gun to 

quiver and Abraham to say: "If I can just get you to relax. Loosen 
up."  
   The first shots are an absolute shock, a full-body experience I 
feel in my shoulders, hips and knees. The gun doesn't fire so 
much as explode, kicking back ferociously, releasing a hot whiff 
of air and a bright red flash from the muzzle. It's louder, more 
violent and more cannonlike than I expected, and I realize that 
part of me is more than nervous. I'm a little scared.  
     But also thrilled. There is a rush, a blood-pumping high, 
which builds with each shot as the once foreign sensation 
becomes more familiar and evokes a basic, even primitive, 
emotion. Like Zeus throwing lightning bolts, I control that 
frightening explosion. I make the red flash. I make the smoke curl 
from the muzzle.  
      Plus, it turns out I'm a decent shot.  
    I get several in the bull's-eye. I'm no expert, but with each 
round, the gun feels more comfortable. The test feels like a game 
-- an adult version of pin-the-tail-on-the-donkey.  
  I completely forget that the gun I'm holding is a deadly weapon.  
    By the end, I find myself having so much fun that I ask for the 
target to be moved back. For my last test, I want to try shooting 
two to the body, one to the head, which is more difficult than 
going for the bull's-eye in the middle of the target.  
I hit the body twice, but miss the head.  
   Later, studying my target, Abraham says I pass, which is a huge 
relief. But he points to a bullet hole a few inches to the right of 
the head.  
"That's an innocent bystander," he says.  
* * *  
   It may be legal to own a gun in the District, but you still can't 
buy one within the city limits. At least not in a gun store because 
there are none. Instead, you must make the purchase in one of the 
50 states and have the weapon transferred into the custody of one 
man: Charles Sykes, who plays an odd role in the transaction.  
     As a licensed firearms dealer, he could, theoretically, sell 
guns. But he chooses not to because "I don't want to have to carry 
an inventory," he says. "Too much liability." Instead, he's the 
middleman, the only licensed dealer willing to help D.C. 
residents acquire handguns, a nice little side business for which 
he charges $125.  
    So I head out of the city to Maryland Small Arms in Upper 
Marlboro. After shopping around a bit, I settle on a used Taurus 
Model 85 .38-caliber revolver. I like it because it's just like the 
one I used during my instruction, though smaller. And at $275, it 
was a relatively cheap beginner's gun, even though the dealer 
tacks on a $35 fee for transferring it to Sykes.  
   But the only thing I can bring home is the receipt. Only Sykes 
can bring the gun into the District, which he does two days later. 
The following week, I meet him at his office in Anacostia, and 
we fill out the registration form. Then he hands me paperwork 
from the federal Department of Justice that asks, among other 
things, if I am a "fugitive from justice" or if I have ever 
"renounced" my U.S. citizenship.  
   Next, I have to go to the police station -- my second visit -- to 
get fingerprinted and pass a 20-question exam that covers D.C. 
gun laws, a hurdle neither Maryland nor Virginia requires. Then I 
have to wait 10 days -- considerably longer than in Virginia or 
Maryland -- while police run a criminal background check.  
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Only then will the gun be mine.  
* * *  
      The assumption from the beginning was that I would never 
keep the gun. This was to be a solely journalistic exercise: See 
what it takes to get a gun in the city. My editor, who had to 
persuade higher-ups at The Post to allow a reporter to expense a 
handgun purchase, assumed I'd sell it back when I was done 
reporting. My colleagues assumed that as well. My wife insisted 
on it. (I believe her exact words were: "There's no way you're 
bringing that thing in the house.")  
   Guns are dangerous, especially in an urban environment. I've 
read the horror stories, and even wrote one a few years ago about 
the 3-year-old son of a White House Secret Service agent who 
shot and critically wounded himself with his father's .357 
semiautomatic.  
    The chances of something bad happening with a gun in the 
house might very well outweigh the chances of using it 
effectively in that kill-or-be-killed situation. What's more likely: a 
Plaxico Burress-esque accidental discharge or a wild-eyed 
murdering-rapist crack addict breaking into the house?  
     "Criminals prefer unarmed victims," read a bumper sticker I 
saw at a gun show a few weeks ago in Chantilly while mulling 
whether to keep the gun. Better to have and not need than to need 
and not have, I was told again and again by gun owners.  
      While I'd love to believe I will never need, my wife and I 
have often seen drug dealers in our alley doing their business. To 
no avail, we have called the police. A couple of years ago, a 
neighbor was nearly abducted in front of her house. And then my 
wife's car was broken into while parked directly behind our 
house. Which led to another of the should-we-move-to-the-burbs 
discussions that have become more frequent of late. Once again, 
we talked about better lighting and alarm systems.  
    But is that enough, I wonder. Even with the fastest of 911 
responses, isn't a gun the only real protection in a doomsday 
scenario?  
   Still, I'm torn. Say the murdering-rapist crack addict is charging 
up the stairs, coming to get us. Would I, as he raises his gun, be 
able to fire mine? The District can make me take a five-hour class 
and pass an exam. But none of that ensures that in the heat of the 
moment my hands won't be shaking so badly that I send a bullet 
hurtling not into the center mass of my would-be assailant but 
instead into the bedroom of my neighbor's teenage son.  
   All of which raises perhaps the most difficult question of all: 
Does the gun indeed provide a much-needed layer of security in a 
dangerous city, or does it merely provide the perception of 
security?  
* * *  
    After the 10 days, my background check complete, I go back 
to the police station (Visit 3) to pick up my registration, now 
stamped "APPROVED" in red ink. But that's only the first step in 
what becomes yet another series of gun-related errands that eat 
up three hours of my Monday. With my approved registration in 
hand, I have to go back to Sykes's Anacostia office, where he 
then turns the gun over to me.  
    When I get to my car, I put the gun in the trunk because the 
law says it cannot be "accessible from the passenger compartment 
of the transporting vehicle." I'm still not done. Next, it's back to 
the police station (Visit 4), this time so they can fire the gun and 

put its ballistics on file, which will help them identify the firearm 
if it's ever used in a crime.  
   Then, finally, I can take it home. Two weeks after it began, the 
journey to gun ownership is over.  
      Unloaded and locked in a box, into the dresser it goes, in 
between my jeans and sweaters, out of view but not out of mind.  
    The act of firing the gun is a genuine thrill, and the gun itself 
is, I realize, an alluring work of art. The metal is sleek and 
smooth, the trigger tight, the sight a precise, simple and 
altogether new way of looking at the world. I take the gun -- my 
gun -- out of the box and, knowing it's unloaded, pull the trigger. 
I love that satisfying snap as the hammer drops and the cylinder 
clicks into place, ready to fire once again. The gun's weight, once 
solely the cause of angst and discomfort, now feels impressive.  
   My wife is adamant that that thing can't stay, and makes a 
compelling case that it's more likely to cause harm than to save us 
from it. And the more I think about keeping it, the more I'm 
convinced that the range is where the gun belongs. Not here at 
home, where it feels out of place, an intruder that shakes our 
sense of peace more than bolstering it.  
    Maybe it's the wrong decision, maybe I'll later regret it, but the 
gun is going back. And so am I . . . to the range, where I'll shoot 
rented firearms. I think I've found a new hobby.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2009/09/01/AR2009090103836.html 
 

09-09-02 Carjacker sentenced to 9 years 

   EVERETT  WASH— An Everett man told a judge Tuesday 
that desperation led him to pick up a gun and carjack a woman 
outside a grocery store.  
   Robert Koppel, 28, developed an addiction to prescription 
painkillers after he injured his back in an industrial accident. He 
planned to rob his drug dealer but ended up forcing a woman to 
drive off at gunpoint. He also fired the weapon inside the car to 
scare the woman. 
 Snohomish County Superior Court Judge David Kurtz on 
Tuesday sentenced Koppel to nine years in prison. 
   Koppel pleaded guilty in July to first-degree attempted robbery 
with a firearm and second-degree assault with a firearm. Koppel 
must serve six years for the weapons enhancements but will be 
eligible to earn credit for good behavior in prison on the 
remaining three years. 
   Koppel had no prior felony convictions before the Dec. 29 
incident. 
   Investigators believe Koppel and co-defendant Camino 
Gahagan hid in the backseat of a woman’s car while she and her 
friends went inside a grocery store on Everett Mall Way. 
     When the woman slid into the driver’s seat, Koppel put a gun 
to her head, demanded money and forced her to drive. The 
woman told investigators that Gahagan told Koppel to shoot her 
after he counted to three, Snohomish County deputy prosecutor 
Craig Matheson wrote in court papers. When Gahagan finished 
counting, Koppel fired a .45-caliber gun next to the woman’s 
head. The round struck the windshield. 
    The police quickly arrested the suspects thanks to the help of a 
United Parcel Service driver, who followed the car after hearing 
two people yelling for help inside the store. 
   Police believe the boyfriend of the woman’s friend was the 
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intended target. 
  The victim was not at Tuesday’s hearing.  
   Koppel did not intend to harm the woman, his attorney Mark 
Mestel said Tuesday.  
   His client is an engaging and intelligent person, who 
unfortunately became hooked on the painkillers doctors 
prescribed him after he injured his back, Mestel said. 
   “Once Oxycontin got a hold of him, essentially he was a slave 
to that drug,” Mestel said. 
   Koppel’s family asked the judge for leniency. They said 
Koppel had become a different person after he became addicted 
to painkillers.  
   Koppel apologized. He said he knows what he did was wrong. 
“Please understand my actions were influenced by the severity of 
my addiction,” Koppel said. 
   Kurtz acknowledged that Koppel didn’t have any prior felony 
convictions and had taken responsibility for his actions by 
pleading guilty. The judge also noted that a powerful drug 
addiction likely led to Koppel to commit the crimes. 
   “However, many drug addicts do not resort to violent activity,” 
the judge said. 
  Gahagan is scheduled to go to trial later this fall. 
http://www.heraldnet.com/article/20090902/NEWS01/70902976
8 
 

09-09-02 Career criminal shot in self defense by store 

employee 

   A Jackson, MS armed burglar with a long arrest record was 
fatally shot by a grocery store employee. 
    Police say that 33 year old Lorenzo Rodriguez Jones was 
armed with a handgun and broke in to Gibson Discount Foods 
after it closed Sunday night.  An employee who lives in the 
building shot Jones with a shotgun in self defense.  Police found 
Jones at the rear of the grocery store, dead from a gunshot wound 
to the chest.  Jones had previously been arrested for crimes 
including burglary of other businesses, armed robbery, and 
cocaine possession.  Neither the employee nor any other innocent 
individuals were harmed. 
     Criminals who commit burglary and armed robbery often 
make a career out of those crimes, leaving multiple innocent 
victims in their wake.  However when just one victim is able to 
defend themselves, that career criminal can be put to a permanent 
stop, saving all of their future victims from violent attack.  Based 
upon Jones' criminal history, it appears that he was exactly this 
sort of career criminal.  Luckily, this store employee was armed 
for self defense, and was able to save himself from an armed and 
dangerous robber. Since Jones is permanently off the streets, 
Jackson, MS is also a little bit safer for the law abiding members 
of society. 
http://www.examiner.com/x-18149-SelfDefense-
Examiner~y2009m9d2-Career-criminal-shot-in-self-defense-by-
store-employee 
 

09-09-01 Maddow on Love for Guns: 'I Just Don't Think We 

Should be Allowed to Bring Them Home'  
   MSNBC host brags about her shooting, but says guns use 
should be relegated to only gun clubs and firing ranges and not at 
the home. 

    Rachel Maddow, gun lover? Well, sort of. And with some 
strings attached. 
      The MSNBC host of the “The Rachel Maddow Show” 
appeared on Jimmy Fallon’s Aug. 31 NBC show and told the host 
about her first date – at a shooting range.  
     “My first date with my girlfriend Susan was at a shooting 
range,” Maddow said. “That was awesome. It was ladies’ day on 
the range. Her sister is a lifetime NRA member and she was 
organizing ladies’ day on the range at her gun club. So we did it. 
We shot AR-15s and we threw tomahawks and we did archery, 
pistols and skeets.”  
    However, Maddow’s gun enthusiasm goes beyond romantic 
rituals with her girlfriend. She also bragged of making “liberals 
shoot guns.”  
     “When I had my radio show – that was my full time job, 
before I was on TV, I used to bring all of my producers to the 
shooting range in Manhattan,” Maddow said. “There’s one down 
on 20th Street and that’s what we’d do to unsettle them when 
they started working for me.” 
     But NRA members shouldn’t get too excited. Maddow isn’t a 
closet Second Amendment enthusiast. No, in fact she views guns 
as amusement devices that should be regulated to the point that 
you’re only allowed to shoot them at shooting ranges, galleries or 
gun clubs. 
    “I like making liberals shoot guns – I just don’t think we 
should be allowed to bring them home,” Maddow said. “It’s like I 
mean you go to the carnival you know, like the roller coasters – 
it’s fun. But that doesn’t mean you get one to come home with. 
Doesn’t mean you get to do your own home roller coaster – just 
leave it there, it’s a game.” 
http://www.businessandmedia.org/printer/2009/20090901110443
.as 
 

09-09-01 Watching TV, woman shot; neighbor arrested 

  A 56-year-old Toledo woman was shot in the leg while resting 
in her living room at her Jamieson Drive apartment, according to 
Toledo police. 
   Janice Hughes said she was watching television at 11:20 p.m. 
Sunday when she heard a “pop,” followed by something coming 
through the wall, hitting her leg. Police discovered that it was a 
projectile fired from a 45-caliber hand gun.  
   Damon Chiaverini, 30, of 5055 Jamieson Drive, wascharged 
with improperly discharging a firearm into a habitation. The path 
of the bullet led police to Mr. Chiaverini’s apartment in the same 
building.  
   The victim was not seriously hurt. Police confiscated the gun. 
http://toledoblade.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20090901/NE
WS02/909019989 
 

09-09-01 Hunters up in arms over changes to shooting 

regulations - Israel 

   The 2009 season opens today, but hunters are now limited to 
doves, pheasants and coots - a much-reduced list compared to 
past years. Last year, they were allowed to hunt doves, 
turtledoves, pheasants, coots, ducks and even the occasional wild 
boar.  
     Hunters are coming together for their first-ever organized 
meeting on September 12. They plan to form a unified body 
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capable of standing up to the Nature and Parks Authority, the 
organization charged with regulating sport hunting, which they 
feel is going too far with the restrictions it is putting into place.  
   "We need a body to represent hunters against the NPA," said 
Afik Menahem, who said he had been hunting "since he can 
remember."  
   Menahem also sees the group as a way to form a clear division 
between licensed sport hunters and those who hunt illegally. He 
feels that the two are too often grouped together. "A criminal is a 
criminal, and we aren't," he said.  
   Roni Malka, head of the law enforcement  division of the 
Nature and Parks Authority, told The Jerusalem Post on Monday 
that the changes in hunting laws were inevitable, and that the 
changes should not have come as a surprise to any of the hunters.  
"We definitely said that this could happen," he said. "[I realize 
that] the hunters aren't happy, but we don't have anything left to 
give. It's not the best situation, but we can't give what isn't there. 
The number of animals is shrinking... There simply aren't any left 
to hunt. We are trying to safeguard the animals in relation to the 
amount of open space."  
     Space is a major issue for both the NPA and the hunters. The 
areas open to hunting are strictly limited. Parks and nature 
reserves are off-limits, and hunters are not allowed within 500 
meters of a settlement or 100 meters of a lone house or cemetery. 
Some areas that are home to endangered species are also closed 
to hunting.  
    Menahem sees the area restrictions as yet another attempt by 
the NPA to limit hunters.  
"They want to close hunting areas, to limit us," he said. "It's not 
enough that our country is so small... the small area we have is 
being further trimmed."  
    Changes have been coming to sport hunting for a long time. 
No new hunting licenses have been given out since 1996, in an 
attempt to reduce the number of hunters in the country. Malka 
claimed that this number currently stood at about 2,400, down 
from 6,300 when the NPA stopped granting new licenses. 
Hunters lose their licenses if they don't apply for a renewal within 
a year of their expiration.  
However, Malka said the environment could only sustain some 
1,500 hunters.  
     He also said that the list of animals that could be legally 
hunted had been shrinking for years. A temporary ban was placed 
on the hunting of rabbits and partridges in 2002 after notable 
population drops, and the bans became permanent in 2006. 
Malka told the Post last year that porcupines and gazelles had 
also been added to the restricted list in recent years.  
   According to Menahem, the ban on hunting rabbits and 
partridges was one of the key reasons hunters needed to organize.  
   "There was simply nobody that could stand up against the ban," 
he told the Post on Monday. He said that he understood the 
reasoning behind some of the bans put into place by the NPA, but 
added that he saw others as overkill.  
    "The NPA will not let us hunt animals that are hunted all over 
the world - animals that are only forbidden to hunt in Israel ," he 
said. "Animals that are not endangered or local."  
Malka realizes that the hunters are upset.  
   "The hunters don't like when we do this, but we don't have a 
choice... [The most important thing to us is] protecting [animal] 

populations... If we see a population is weaker, we won't allow it 
to be hunted," he said.  
   The hunters have clear goals they hope to achieve by unifying. 
Menahem says that they want the NPA to return to granting new 
hunting licenses, and for them to allow the hunting of non-
endangered animals that were open for hunting in the past.  
     He believes that the essence of sport hunting is simply 
enjoying the environment - a pleasure that he hoped would not be 
taken away from him.  
"It's truly a sport," he said. "[The point is] to go out to the 
wilderness, to see nature, to know every corner, to hike." Israel's 
hunting season runs from September 1 to December 31.  
http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?cid=1251145168048&pag
ename=JPost%2FJPArticle%2FShowFull 
 

09-09-01 Gun licence forms spark widespread confusion 

  Thousands of farmers could be left without official licences for 
shotguns due to the introduction of stringent new application 
procedures for firearm permits.  
   IFA Countryside has warned that farmers are struggling to 
complete complicated nine-page application forms introduced by 
the Department of Justice under new firearms licensing 
arrangements. 
    Many gun holders must have these forms completed and 
cleared by local gardai by October or their existing permits will 
be cancelled. 
   The application form includes medical details, character 
references, proof of competence, source of firearms and other 
details. 
   An IFA official claimed that many gardai were unsure how to 
direct applicants who were seeking advice on filling out the 
forms. He said this had added to the frustrations of gun owners.  
   The association has predicted that there will be huge logistical 
problems from incorrectly completed forms if the new 
arrangements remain in place. 
IFA Countryside chairman David Wilkinson has called on 
Minister for Justice Dermot   Ahern to make amendments to the 
proposed arrangements.  
   He pointed out that the new application procedures did not take 
into account clean records of existing licence holders.  
    "There is no difference between a person who has held a 
licence blemish-free for 30 years and someone who has held it for 
just one year," Mr Wilkinson said. 
    In addition, farmers are facing a 400pc hike in the cost of their 
gun licence as no distinction is made between sport gun owners 
and landowners who require firearms as a tool for good farm 
practice, preventing sheep worrying and crop damage, etc. 
IFA Countryside has called on Minister Ahern to:  
   Set the price of the licence at €25 (for three years) for limited 
vermin licences; 
  Recognise the prior holding of a gun licence in the application 
process; 
Introduce a new user-friendly application form;  
  Postpone the first deadline date for licence applications from 
October this year to January 2010. 
http://www.independent.ie/farming/gun%1Elicence%1Eforms%1
Espark%1Ewidespread%1Econfusion%1E1874249.html 
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09-09-01 AZ Pawn shop manager shoots armed robber in self 

defense 

   A pawn shop owner used his self defense gun to shoot an armed 
robber who was threatening the life of his employee. 
   Police say that a pair of armed robbers entered the Central 
Pawn West pawn shop in Phoenix, AZ at about 11AM on 
Sunday, intending to rob it.  One of the robbers entered the store 
and pointed a gun at the throat of a 15 year old employee, 
threatening his life.  The owner of the store saw the robbery 
unfolding, and grabbed his own gun.  The owner then opened fire 
on the robbers, hitting one of them in the face and leaving him in 
"extremely critical" condition.  The other robber fled, and is 
being sought by police, who know his license plate number.  
Neither the store owner nor the 15 year old employee were 
harmed. 
    Once again, guns are a valuable self defense tool.  Unarmed 
individuals can suffer a terrible fate when a criminal robs them, 
even if they fully cooperate with the criminal’s demands.  The 
same is true for those who try to run from the robber.  However, 
when crime victims are armed, they are often able to defend 
themselves. This armed barber shot an armed criminal who 
threatened him and his son, saving their lives.  This armed pet 
shop clerk shot an armed robber who threatened a fellow 
employee’s life, as well as his own life, preventing them both 
from being stabbed.  This armed pizza delivery man defended 
himself against 3 armed robbers, and walked away unharmed.  
This armed citizen stopped a bank robber, while this armed 
Israeli citizen stopped a terrorist. Indeed, studies show that armed 
citizens stop criminals millions of times each year. 
     Those who oppose armed self defense should also note the 
many cases like this, where a law abiding citizen uses their gun 
for self defense in a busy area, and not one bystander is 
endangered.  Remember, statistics show that armed citizens are 
less likely than the police to shoot the wrong person. 
http://www.examiner.com/x-18149-SelfDefense-
Examiner~y2009m9d1-Pawn-shop-manager-shoots-armed-
robber-in-self-defense 
 

09-09-01 New gun application ensnares agency owner 

   Emmit Bethea's 1Timme Enforcement Agency was in the 
business of providing armed security guards to bars and other 
retail businesses. 
     1Timme's Web site boasts of the pre-employment screening 
and training of its "enforcement agents," closing with a quote 
from Bethea: "With 12 years of experience you can count on our 
professionalism and dedication." 
    What you could not count on, alleges the Philadelphia District 
Attorney's Office, was that Bethea was licensed and legally 
allowed to buy his agents firearms. 
   Yesterday, Bethea, 33, of Camden, became among the first 
arrested under a new effort by the city's Gun Violence Task Force 
to curtail trafficking in illegal firearms: charging people who lie 
on applications for permits to carry guns. 
   Authorities allege that Bethea falsified gun purchase forms to 
buy 10 handguns in Philadelphia and adjoining counties, 
purportedly for his agents. Trouble was that 1Timme, on North 
Ninth Street in Hunting Park, though incorporated in 2003, had 
been denied a private detective license. 

   Bethea was arrested Aug. 17 and charged with illegal transfer 
of firearms, tampering with public records, unsworn falsification 
to authorities, and violation of the Private Detective Act. 
   Bethea is in custody with bail set at $50,000. His attorney, W. 
Fred Harrison Jr., could not be reached for comment. 
   "This is a multifaceted problem," Abraham said at a news 
conference yesterday. She described the problem as "like an 
amoeba that, when you block its path, it throws a foot in another 
direction." 
    Lying on an application to buy a firearm, or an application to 
carry a gun, has always been illegal under Pennsylvania law. The 
problem, explained Deputy Police Commissioner William 
Blackburn, was that the application used by the Police 
Department made it difficult to determine if the applicant was 
lying to illegally obtain a gun or was just confused by 
terminology. 
  Without proving criminal intent, Blackburn said, the odds of a 
successful prosecution were slim. 
   That changed Aug. 1 with a new application that Blackburn 
said asks more specifically worded questions to make it tougher 
for an applicant to lie and then claim confusion. 
   Blackburn said the new application was made possible after the 
Pennsylvania State Police agreed to tell city police why the 
agency had denied permission to buy a gun after a criminal 
background check. 
  Previously, Blackburn said, police were told only that an 
applicant failed the state police background check. 
    Abraham said her staff and police were scrutinizing other 
provisions of the state Uniform Firearms Act to ensure it is 
geared to "how the real world operates." 
   Yesterday's announcement was the latest initiative of the city's 
Gun Violence Task Force, a special unit created in December 
2006 to reduce illegal gun trafficking around the city and thus the 
number of homicides, which that year topped 400. 
  As of yesterday, Blackburn said, Philadelphia had 199 
homicides this year, a 29 percent drop since 2007. 
  Since its inception, the task force has moved against "straw" 
purchasers - people who buy guns for felons who cannot legally 
possess them - and those who provide guns to juveniles. 
   Abraham said those who lie on a permit to carry a firearm can 
be charged with making unsworn falsifications to authorities, a 
misdemeanor, or in some cases as a person not to possess 
firearms, a felony punishable by up to a year in prison. 
  Since the task force began, Abraham said, it has opened 1,136 
investigations involving the illegal transfer of firearms, made 346 
arrests, and seized 673 guns. 
  "Straw" purchasers are now regularly being sentenced to prison 
terms of five to 10 years, Abraham added. 
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/local/20090901_New_gun_applic
ation_ensnares_agency_owner.html 
 
09-09-01 Gun Owners' Next Victory in D.C. 

   The Supreme Court, in District of Columbia v. Heller, declared 
that Washington’s 32-year ban on all functional firearms violated 
the Second Amendment. Justice Antonin Scalia’s majority 
opinion, however, applied only to possession of guns in the 
home. The court did not address, and was not asked to address, 
firearms carried outside the home. That’s the issue posed in a 
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new lawsuit against the District by Tom Palmer (disclosure: my 
colleague at the Cato Institute) and four other plaintiffs — 
represented by Alan Gura, the lawyer who successfully argued 
Heller before the court. 
   After Heller, the District relaxed its ban on residents seeking 
“to register a pistol for use in self-defense within that person’s 
home.” But D.C. law still states that “[n]o person shall carry 
within the District of Columbia either openly or concealed on or 
about their person, a pistol, without a license.” Currently, the city 
affords no process by which to issue such a license. A first 
violation of the carry ban is punishable by a fine of up to $5,000 
and imprisonment for up to five years. 
    Does the Constitution mandate that the nation’s capital allow 
firearms to be carried outside the home? The right to bear arms, 
the court said in Heller, is an “individual right unconnected to 
militia service.” To “bear” means to “carry.” More specifically, 
when used with “arms,” the opinion said, “bear” means “carrying 
for a particular purpose — confrontation.” Nothing in that 
formulation implies a right that can be exercised only within 
one’s home. 
   Indeed Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, although she dissented in 
Heller, cited Black’s Law Dictionary to suggest in a prior opinion 
that the Second Amendment entails a right to “wear, bear, or 
carry ..... upon the person or in the clothing or in a pocket, ..... 
armed and ready ..... in a case of conflict with another person.” 
That language, says Michael O’Shea in the West Virginia Law 
Review, “reads like a literal description of the practice of lawful 
concealed carry, as engaged in by millions of Americans in the 
forty-eight states that authorize the carrying of concealed 
handguns.” 
   Of course, Second Amendment rights, like First Amendment 
rights, are not absolute. Scalia was careful to note that “nothing in 
our opinion should be taken to cast doubt on longstanding 
prohibitions on the possession of firearms by felons and the 
mentally ill, or laws forbidding the carrying of firearms in 
sensitive places such as schools and government buildings, or 
laws imposing conditions and qualifications on the commercial 
sale of arms.” Lawyers call such statements dicta — a statement 
not necessary to the holding and, therefore, not binding in other 
cases. 
   Nonetheless, dicta can be important. Gura, for that reason, took 
pains to fashion his new complaint to fit Scalia’s framework. The 
Palmer lawsuit acknowledges that Washington “retains the ability 
to regulate the manner of carrying handguns, prohibit the carrying 
of handguns in specific, narrowly defined sensitive places, 
prohibit the carrying of arms that are not within the scope of 
Second Amendment protection, and disqualify specific, 
particularly dangerous individuals from carrying handguns.” 
Restrictions on carrying are permissible, but an outright ban is 
not. As Gura put it, the District “may not completely ban the 
carrying of handguns for self-defense, deny individuals the right 
to carry handguns in non-sensitive places, [or] deprive 
individuals of the right to carry handguns in an arbitrary and 
capricious manner.” 
     Proponents of a total ban have seized on another of Scalia’s 
pronouncements in Heller. He pointed out that 19th-century 
courts considered prohibitions on carrying concealed weapons 
“lawful under the Second Amendment or state analogues.” That 

statement, too, is dicta. Perhaps more significant, open-carry 
rather than concealed-carry was the preferred mode of arms-
bearing in the 19th century. To be sure, some states prohibited 
concealed-carry, but only because they allowed open-carry — an 
alternative that the District probably would reject. An early 
Georgia case, for example, upheld a concealed-carry ban but 
struck down an open-carry ban. Ditto for other cases cited in 
Heller. Essentially, the Second Amendment demands that 
peaceable citizens be allowed to carry defensive weapons in 
some manner. The right to bear arms can be limited, but it cannot 
be destroyed. 
    Prediction: The courts will (and should) invalidate 
Washington’s unconditional ban on carrying, as well as similar 
bans in Wisconsin and Illinois, the only two states to have such 
bans. Regulations consistent with the Heller opinion will be 
permitted. But the Supreme Court has affirmed that the Second 
Amendment secures an individual right, expressly enumerated in 
the Constitution. That means government has the burden of 
demonstrating that its proposed regulations are necessary. 
Robert A. Levy is chairman of the Cato Institute and was co-

counsel to the plaintiffs in District of Columbia v. Heller. 

http://voices.washingtonpost.com/local-
opinions/2009/09/gun_owners_next_victory_in_dc.html 
 

09-09-01 Pizza-parlor killer blames 5-foot-4 victim for 

struggling 

   Things couldn't get much worse for Cordell Adams in Common 
Pleas Court yesterday afternoon. Judge Renee Cardwell Hughes 
had just found him guilty of first-degree murder and sentenced 
him to life in prison without a chance for parole. 
  Then he really made the judge mad, after she asked if he had 
anything to say for himself. 
   Adams, 25, who was convicted of the murder and robbery of 
North Philadelphia pizza-shop owner Aly Elkaeid, seemed to 
suggest that he had pulled the crime to support his 7-year-old 
daughter. 
  "Don't you ever tell me you have to steal to support your 
family," she scolded him. 
   "That's an excuse. You're smart, Mr. Adams, you could have 
made other choices," continued Hughes, who said that her father, 
despite lacking a formal education, raised five children by 
working hard. 
   "Busting your back ain't never hurt anybody," she added. 
   Adams, who waived his right to jury trial, was the masked man 
who entered Carnival Pizza on June 2, 2008 at around 11 p.m. - 
closing time. 
  The shop, on 23rd Street near Clearfield, is a block from 
Adams' home. 
   "I went to the store on the spur of the moment to rob the store . 
. . and it went another way," Adams said on the witness stand. 
   He told his defense attorney, Sam Stretton, that he wanted only 
to rob the place, where he had eaten before and even knew the 
owner's name, and never intended to hurt anybody. 
   When he pointed his silver semiautomatic pistol at Elkaeid, 44, 
and asked for money, the owner first said, "Take what you want," 
Adams said, before he attempted to grab for the gun. 
   Elkaeid and two male shop employees then rushed him, Adams 
said. "I attempted to flee, and while I'm attempting to flee I'm 
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being hit by a deep-dish pan and I'm rustling and tussling with 
these men." 
   In the commotion Adams fell on the slippery floor, he said, and 
the gun went off. 
   "Mr. Elkaeid is dead because he didn't simply give you the 
money and let you go?" Assistant District Attorney Brian Zarallo 
asked incredulously. 
   "I would say he is dead because of the struggle," Adams 
replied. 
   Hughes said that she did not believe Adams' version of events 
because his type of gun does not fire easily. 
   "It takes nine-and-a-half pounds to fire that gun. . . . That's a 
10-pound bag of potatoes, which would make my wrist hurt 
trying to carry it at the grocery store," she said. 
   "And you fired it at that little man. He was five feet four 
inches," she said, noting that after the first shot, three more were 
fired. 
   Elkaeid, a native Egyptian, was hit by at least three slugs in the 
chest and shoulder, Zarallo said. 
   While he lay dying, his friends and employees overpowered 
Adams, sat on him and held a knife to his neck until police 
arrived. 
   Adams was also sentenced to 10 to 20 years in prison, to be 
served concurrently, for one count of robbery, and was ordered to 
pay $1,535 in court costs and $4,000 to his victim's widow for 
funeral expenses. 
http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/20090901_Pizza-
parlor_killer_blames_5-foot-4_victim_for_struggling.html 
 

09-08-31 US Asks Jamaica To Extradite Suspected Trafficker 

    SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico -- The United States has asked 
Jamaica to extradite a suspected crime boss to face federal drug 
and weapons-trafficking charges in New York, officials said 
Monday.  
   A U.S. indictment accuses Christopher "Duddus" Coke of 
leading the "Shower Posse" -- a gang with agents in Jamaica and 
the United States that was named in the 1980s for its members' 
tendency to spray victims with bullets.  
      The indictment has become a sensitive topic for the 
government because Coke, a businessman in the island's 
violence-wracked capital, Kingston, is known for loyalty to 
Jamaica's governing party. The political opposition says it is 
watching to make sure he does not receive favorable treatment.  
   The extradition request is under review and an arrest warrant 
has not been issued, said Rohan Powell, a spokesman for the 
island's Justice Ministry.  
    Coke's lawyer, Tom Tavares-Finson, dismissed the allegations 
as "hype" from the   U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration and 
said his client is dumbfounded.  
   "He can't understand what it could possibly be," he said. "We'll 
wait and see. I don't know what's going to happen with the 
Jamaican government."  
  Coke, also known as "President" and "Shortman," is charged 
with conspiracy to distribute cocaine and marijuana and 
conspiracy to illegally traffic in firearms in an indictment that 
was unsealed Friday in the U.S. Southern District of New York. 
Coke, 40, faces a maximum sentence of life in prison if 
convicted.  

   Under Coke's direction, U.S. authorities allege, Shower Posse 
members have sold marijuana and crack cocaine in the New York 
area and elsewhere and funneled profits back to him. His name 
was included on a U.S. Justice Department list of the world's 
most dangerous drug kingpins.  
   Jamaica is the Caribbean's largest source of marijuana for the 
United States.  
    Coke's father was Lester Lloyd Coke, better known as Jim 
Brown, a leader of the Shower Posse during the 1980s cocaine 
wars, during which the FBI blamed the drug gang for 1,400 
murders on the U.S. east coast. U.S. prosecutors say Christopher 
Coke took over the organization following his father's death in 
1992.  
     In the 1990s, many of Jamaica's most notorious gang leaders 
were killed or sentenced to long prison terms, mainly in the 
United States. But the gangs continued to operate, and Coke had 
been suspected of reuniting Shower Posse operatives in recent 
years.  
    Mark Shields, a deputy police commissioner, said he was not 
aware of any local investigation targeting Coke but he added 
"that does not mean he was not on our radar."  
     A businessman known for his work as a show promoter, Coke 
has kept a high public profile in the ghettos west of Kingston, 
reportedly handing out cash and school supplies to needy 
children. He is also credited with helping to keep order by using 
his authority to punish thieves and other criminals in an area 
where the government has little presence.  
   His area of influence in west Kingston is also a stronghold of 
the governing Jamaica Labor Party. Island authorities say gang 
leaders have had allegiances with political parties since the 
1970s, when political factions provided the guns to intimidate 
elections rivals.  
   Opposition lawmaker Peter Bunting has cautioned the 
government against sheltering Coke. 
http://www.wgal.com/news/20654922/detail.html 
 

09-08-31 EDITORIAL: False reports about guns 

    Many media outlets have misfired about guns. Countless 
newspapers and television networks -- from CBS to MSNBC -- 
have misreported that conservative protesters are threatening 
President Obama with guns at public events. It hasn't happened.  
   In Portsmouth, N.H., a man carrying a gun, William Kostric, 
joined an Aug. 11 health care protest. This was blocks away and 
hours before Mr. Obama's town-hall meeting in that city. Mr. 
Kostric was given permission to be on church property where the 
protest occurred and was not at the place the president visited. 
What most of the coverage left out was that Mr. Kostric didn't 
carry his gun only for the protest; he legally carries a gun with 
him all the time for protection.  
   While the media regularly used terms such as "hotheads" to 
mischaracterize the situation, the coverage ignored that union 
members who opposed the protest had attacked Mr. Kostric and a 
friend, kicking, pushing and spitting on them. Despite violence 
against him by Mr. Obama's supporters, Mr. Kostric did not draw 
his gun or threaten anyone.  
   On the CBS Evening News, Katie Couric asked, "Are we really 
still debating health care when a man brings a handgun to a 
church where the president is speaking?" Deliberately or not, she 
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got the facts wrong. As we know, Mr. Kostric did bring a gun to 
the church, but the president was not there and never was 
scheduled to speak there. Mr. Obama spoke at a separate event at 
a local high school at a different time. Not letting facts get in the 
way of her hysterical story line, Ms. Couric linked Mr. Kostric's 
gun to "fear and frankly ignorance drown[ing] out the serious 
debate that needs to take place about an issue that affects the 
lives of millions of people."  
    In another case in Arizona, a black man staged an event with a 
local radio host and carried a semiautomatic rifle a few blocks 
away from another Obama town-hall meeting. According to the 
radio station, the staged event was "partially motivated to do so 
because of the controversy surrounding William Kostric." This 
occurrence was not an example of an outraged gun-toting Obama 
protester, but a stunt to garner attention for a shock jock. Of 
course, this inconvenient truth was ignored by most news outlets.  
   MSNBC misrepresented the facts to try to back up a bogus 
claim about racism being behind opposition to Mr. Obama's 
agenda. On Donny Deutsch's Aug. 18 show about the Arizona 
town-hall meeting, the producers aired a clip of the anonymous 
black man carrying the so-called assault rifle -- but the network 
edited the tape so the man's race was obscured. Truth be damned, 
MSNBC anchor Contessa Brewer said, "There are questions 
whether this has a racial overtone. I mean, here you have a man 
of color in the presidency and white people showing up with guns 
strapped to their waists." Another commentator on the same show 
worried about the "anger about a black person being president." 
The supposed result: "You know we see these hate groups rising 
up."  
   MSNBC's irresponsible behavior is more than just bad 
journalism; it sows distrust between races. Ernest Hancock, the 
radio host who staged the event, was hoping to get some free 
publicity for himself and his show. Whatever one thinks of this 
PR stunt, it had nothing to do with race. MSNBC misrepresented 
a black man carrying a gun as a white man to invent a racial 
dynamic that didn't exist.  
   Media disinformation about guns is a sad sign of the drastic 
action liberals will take to undermine support for gun rights for 
law-abiding citizens. It's also an indication of liberals' extreme 
desperation as Mr. Obama's agenda unravels.  
http://washingtontimes.com/news/2009/aug/31/false-reports-
about-guns 
 
09-08-31 Florida Man Arrested for Constructive Possession 

of an SBR 

     I have recently blogged about the issue of constructive 
possession of NFA firearms in my article NFA and Constructive 
Possession: Myth or Reality?. On August 27, 2009, Jesus 
Amador, Jr., was arrested by an undercover officer when he 
sought to sell his Heckler and Koch SP89 pistol. But, one can 
legally sell an H&K SP89, so what’s the twist? 
      Unfortunately for Mr. Amador, he was selling the H&K SP89 
with the accessories that he collected for it, which included a 
vertical front grip and a shoulder stock. If Mr. Amador merely 
possessed the vertical grip, the pistol would have to be registered 
under the NFA as an AOW. However, because he also had a 
stock, the pistol would have to be registered as a short-barreled 

rifle, PRIOR to purchasing or possessing the shoulder stock 
and/or vertical grip. 
     Mr. Amador posted the following on the FloridaGunTrader 
website, 
Well folks my name is Jesus Amador, you out there might just 
know me as Digitalage03, i recently met up with a prospected 
buyer for my sp89 clone pistol, well turns out the guy was a 
undercover cop and the reason he wanted to meet up with me is 
because he saw that i was selling the pistol with a stock as one of 
the accessories, which by the way it was never on the gun and it 
is legal to own, you just cant install it without a tax stamp, well 
anyways once i met up with him not only did i get slammed to the 
ground and had about 7 armed cops (one of which) had a loaded 
12ga to the back of my head while on the ground handcuffed they 
also illegally searched my car and even had the balls to drive off 
in my car from private property to a public place so they can tear 
thru it before the towtruck came and got , Well anyone here that 
know thier laws about this know they are in serious trouble, 
considering that the basis of all this is a misinformed sherriff 
called Mike Scott. Anyone out there that would like to help in 
this matter not because of me, but because if you are SICK and 
tired off all these power hungry cops screwing with your right 
feel free to contact me at (239)961-4208 if you want to read the 
liberal BS version on how it happend google Jesus Amador Lee 
County. Also just for the record i at all times stated it was a 
pistol, never had the stock or grip on the pistol, notified the 
person it was illegal to put on without a stamp and even was 
going to assist in LEGALLY getting a sbr stamp thru a FFL , and 
of course i asked about if they where a florida resident as well as 
if they can legally own a gun. So in short i will have thier ass, any 
suggestions out there? 
      Mr. Amador even posted pictures of his mugshot and more 
telling, a picture of the SP89 with all accessories in a case. Most 
damning for Mr. Amador, other than being caught in possession 
of the SP89 with the shoulder stock and vertical grip is the fact 
that the case has a cut out for the SP89 to be placed in the case 
WITH the vertical foregrip, which would seem to connote, 
contrary to his position, that the SP89 was fitted with the foregrip 
at one point. For a picture of the case with the SP89 and 
accessories, see here. 
Lee County Sheriff Mike Scott learned that the SP89 and 
accessories were apparently listed on Craig’s list, per 
NaplesNews.com. 
     As I stated before, one must be VERY careful when entering 
into the NFA realm, even where an individual does not assemble 
the firearm into a NFA configuration because of the legal 
implications under the doctrine of constructive possession. 
Constructive Possession exists when a person knowingly has the 
power and intention at a given time to exercise dominion and 
control over an object, either directly or through others. US v. 
Turnbough, 1997 U.S. App. LEXIS 11886, *6. The government 
may establish constructive possession by demonstrating that the 
defendant exercised ownership, dominion or control over the 
premises in which the contraband is concealed. Id. 
http://blog.princelaw.com/2009/9/1/florida-man-arrested-for-
constructive-possession-of-an-sbr 
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09-08-31 60 year old Nashville man shoots home invader in 

self defense 

    A Nashville, TN man used his gun to fend off two robbers who 
broke into his home Saturday night. 
   Police say that two robbers broke in to the man's home on 
Lindy Murff Ct.  The homeowner grabbed his self defense gun 
and shot one of the home invaders in the chest.  Both criminals 
then fled to a nearby gas station, and tried to claim that they were 
themselves the victims of a robbery.  The wounded criminal was 
taken to a local hospital, and is expected to survive and face 
charges.  The unwounded criminal has been arrested.  The 
homeowner was unharmed. 
     Once again, we have a situation where violent criminals 
decided to break into the home of an innocent person, because 
they cared more about making an easy dollar than the safety and 
wellbeing of the home owner.  Luckily, this man had a self 
defense gun, and was able to use it to put an end to the home 
invasion, saving himself from the deadly threat these two 
criminals posed.  Nashville also owes this home invader a debt of 
gratitude, since he has ensured that two home invading criminals 
will be prosecuted and taken off the streets. 
http://www.examiner.com/x-18149-SelfDefense-
Examiner~y2009m8d31-60-year-old-Nashville-man-shoots-
home-invader-in-self-defense  
 
09-08-30 Tracking new cases: Suing gun makers 

   Seeking to revive a lawsuit against a gun manufacturer over a 
teenager’s accidental but fatal shooting of a friend, lawyers for 
the Illinois parents of the dead boy have asked the    Supreme 
Court to strike down a four-year-old federal law that shields the 
industry from many — but not all — lawsuits.  The petition in 
Adames, et al. v. Beretta USA Corp., filed last Monday and 
docketed as 09-253, can be downloaded here.  That file includes 
the appendix.  For a link only to the Illinois Supreme Court 
decison rejecting the constitutional challenge, click here. 
    The 2005 law – titled the Protection of Lawful Commerce in 
Arms Act — was controversial when passed, and has been 
attacked repeatedly since then in court.  The challengers have 
argued variously that Congress either had no power to wipe out 
already-filed lawsuits against gun makers, or that it went too far 
in doing so. So far, the Supreme Court has not been willing to 
get into the controversy, and the first issue facing the new lawsuit 
is whether it is sufficiently different that it can not only draw the 
Justices’ interest, but also overcome likely resistance from the 
federal government. 
   Last March 19, the Court denied review in two cases 
challenging the Act — New York City, et al. v. Beretta (08-530) 
and Lawson, et al. v. Beretta (08-545).  The federal government 
joined in both of those cases to defend the law, and successfully 
urged the Court not to hear either one, arguing that neither one 
raised clearly the issues it sought to put forward.  In the new case, 
the Justice Department was not involved as it went through 
Illinois courts, but because a federal law could be at stake, it 
could do so in the Court. 
   The narrower issue in the Illinois case is whether the specific 
lawsuit by the dead boy’s parents fits within an exception in the 
2005 law that permits some cases to go ahead.  The broader issue 
is whether Congress has intruded too deeply into the way states 

craft their own laws, barring those that test issues arising under 
state common law, allowing at least some that test a state statute.  
The petition quotes at length from congressional floor debates, 
with lawmakers blasting juries and judges for fashioning “novel” 
ways to attack the gun industry while showing respect for laws 
that emerge from state legislatures. 
   The tragedy that led to the Adames lawsuit in Illinois occurred 
eight years ago, when 13-year-old Billy Swan aimed and fired a 
Beretta pistol at a friend who had come over to play, Joshua 
Adames, who also was 13. The gun belonged to Billy’s dad, a 

Cook County sheriff’s deputy. Billy had taken out the gun’s 
clip before aiming it, believing that would make it harmless. A 
bullet that had remained in the gun’s chamber killed Joshua. 
  Billy’s parents sued Beretta, among others, contending that the 
gun manufacturer failed to warn users of this kind of pistol that 
removal of the magazine did not make it safe.  Without a cheap 
device to prevent just such accidents, and without a specific 
warning about the hazard, the pistol was too dangerous, the 
lawsuit contended. (There were other claims, but that one is the 
center of the case now.) 
   While a lower state court allowed that claim to proceed, the 
Illinois Supreme Court blocked the lawsuit altogether.  It ruled 
that, because Billy had intentionally aimed the gun and pulled the 
trigger, the incident did not come within the exception Congress 
had made to the lawsuit ban.  But it also went further, and found 
that the law did not run afoul of the Constitution’s Tenth 
Amendment, and its protection of state laws, because it did not 
“commandeer” state officials or processes to carry out some 
federal order or duty. 
   Taken to the Supreme Court by some of the same lawyers who 
pursued one of the earlier challenges, the Adames petition puts its 
primary stress on the Tenth Amendment issue. That Amendment, 
leaving states free to create their own laws when the powers have 
not been assigned to Congress, bars Congress from dictating to 
states “which branch of state government may authorize  liability 
against a particular industry so long as the federal enactment does 
not ‘commandeer’ state officials,” the petition argues. 
  The Illinois court, like the Second Circuit Court (in one of last 
Term’s cases), deferred to Congress “when it determined which 
branch of state government it would recognize as the 
authoritative expositor of state law, as well as limiting the scope 
of the Tenth Amendment to its anti-commandeering principle,” 
the filing contends.  That “cannot be reconciled with our system 
of federalism,” it says. 
   On what kinds of lawsuits are affected by the 2005 law, the 
petition argues that the reach of that law “is an issue of pressing 
national importance that courts nationwide are continually 
struggling with and which requires this Court’s definitive 
construction.” 
   The Beretta company’s response to the appeal is now due by 
Sept. 28, unless the time to file is extended. 
http://www.scotusblog.com/wp/tracking-new-cases-suing-gun-
makers/ 
 
09-08-30 Vancouver man shoots pit bull 

    VANCOUVER, Wash. - A 78-year-old man with a licensed 
concealed pistol said he was trapped by two pit bulls he had 
never seen before, and the only way to survive was to shoot and 
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kill one of dogs. 
   Albert Gosiak (pronounced like go-shack) said he walked out 
of his East Vancouver house just for a minute Saturday morning. 
That’s when he met two pit bulls in his walkway. 
   Gosiak said the dogs were aggressive and he was trapped. He 
said he acted in self defense when he shot one of the pit bulls. 
   "It was just a snap judgment," Gosiak said. "What do I do, 
fumble around? They were right there ... I gotta do something 
now, so I pulled out my gun and shot them." 
    A Clark County Animal Control officer was able to capture the 
other pit bull. That pit bull, a female, is now at the Humane 
Society for Southwest Washington. 
    Employees there tell KATU News that they believe they have 
found the dogs' owners. No word as to how the dogs got out, or 
whether the owners will face such dog-related charges as 
"running at large" or "vicious behavior." 
     Animal control officials are investigating the case, and have 
told KATU that they believe Gosiak indeed was acting in self 
defense. Consequently, it is unlikely they will charge Gosiak in 
this case. 
Additional information 
Concealed pistol license information for Washington 
Concealed handgun license information for Oregon 
http://www.katu.com/news/local/56234442.html 
 
09-08-30 Mt. Oliver Police Shootout Injures 1 Man 

   One person was injured following a shootout with police in 
Mount Oliver Saturday night. 
 According to police, members of the Pittsburgh Narcotics Squad 
arranged to conduct an undercover narcotics purchase at Hays 
Street and School Way. 
    During the transaction, the suspect pulled a gun, pointed it at 
the detective's head and demanded his money and to leave the 
area. 
   The suspect has been identified as Omar Pryor, 29, of Mount 
Oliver. 
   The detective complied and proceeded to move away to a safe 
distance before identifying himself as a police officer and 
advising Pryor that he was under arrest. 
    At that time, Pryor opened fired on the detective. Both the 
detective and a supporting detective returned fire and wounded 
the suspect in the leg. 
     Pryor then fled to 326 Hays Street. Zone 3 officers surrounded 
the building and awaited for backup from the SWAT team and 
Allegheny county SERT team. 
     While inside the house, Pryor changed clothing and attempted 
to walk out of the building in an effort to elude police. 
    In addition to Pryor's arrest, the man who had arranged for the 
transaction was also taken into custody. That man has been 
identified as Anthony Davis, 22, of Windgap. 
   Pryor was taken to Mercy Hospital and is listed in stable 
condition with a gunshot wound in his leg. 
     Pryor is being charged with three counts of aggravated assault, 
one count of criminal attempted homicide, one count of robbery 
and two counts of violation of uniform firearms act. 
http://kdka.com/local/police.shootout.suspect.2.1152657.html 
 

09-08-28   Council Mulls Assault Weapons Ban For G-20 

   City council members are expected to consider a proposed 
assault weapons ban today during a special session on the G-20 
Summit 
  PITTSBURGH (KDKA) ―As the G-20 Summit nears, 
Pittsburgh City Council is considering the possibility of 
instituting an assault weapons ban during the high-profile event.  
   According to our news partners at the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 
city officials are talking about reviving an old law that would ban 
those types of weapons.  
   If approved, the ban would likely be in effect until after the G-
20 Summit ends.  
   City council members are expected to consider the assault 
weapons ban today along with many other pieces of legislation 
during a special session on the G-20 Summit.  
    Officials have been meeting nearly everyday to make plans for 
the summit that will bring thousands of people to the city on 
September 24th and 25th. 
http://kdka.com/local/G20.Summit.Pittsburgh.2.1149195.htm 
 

09-08-28  Assault weapon ban for G-20 

summit? 

   Gun debate springs from city proposal to control protesters 
   Pittsburgh's short-lived ban on assault weapons, quashed by the 
General   Assembly in 1994, is still on the city's books, and it 
may get new life under legislation driven by next month's G-20 
summit. 
   A little-noted clause in a proposed ordinance written by Mayor 
Luke Ravenstahl's administration to keep protesters from 
thwarting police crowd control efforts invokes the defunct assault 
weapons ban. The clause says "no person shall possess" an array 
of items including 37 "contraband" weapons listed in the ban, 
"for the purpose of defeating lawful removal" by police. 
Its effect is a matter of debate. 
    To Councilman Bruce Kraus, a gun control advocate, it's 
"clearly saying that this ban on assault weapons would be an 
effective tool for policing the G-20." 
   "If indeed, by sending this over, [administration officials] feel 
that the assault weapons ban is needed for effective policing 
during the G-20, would they not also feel that the ban is needed 
for daily policing?" 
   City Solicitor George Specter said the clause is "not an attempt 
to ban such things," but rather "a restriction on how they are 
used, in clearly defined, limited circumstances." 
    But to Meghan Jones-Rolla, a firearms lawyer who has 
represented the National Rifle Association locally, it looks like "a 
back-door attempt at an assault weapons ban." 
   "After the G-20, if I'm standing on the corner, and I have an 
assault weapon, and [a police officer] says, 'Move,' am I in 
violation?" 
    Council is set to debate and vote on G-20 legislation today but 
may postpone two protest-related bills until it can hold a public 
hearing. 
    Pittsburgh officials have said they need new rules to deal with 
techniques that a few protesters use, and the legislation bars 
possession of "animal or human waste, animal or human blood, 
rotten eggs, acid, gasoline, manufactured gases or sprays, and 
alcohol" if its meant for thwarting crowd dispersal. The 



 
 

Page 45

legislation isn't limited to the Sept. 24 and 25 summit, having no 
sunset provision. 
    By invoking a 1993 list of weapons -- from the ArmaLite AR-
180 to the   Weaver Arms Nighthawk 9 mm -- the legislation 
could touch a raw nerve with gun rights advocates. 
   The city last month won the first round of a court fight with the 
NRA, when Common Pleas Judge R. Stanton Wettick Jr. threw 
out the group's challenge to an ordinance demanding that firearm 
owners report a missing gun within 24 hours of noticing that it's 
gone. The NRA has appealed. 
    After being told of the legislation by the Post-Gazette, Ms. 
Jones-Rolla said she informed the NRA, but she did not yet know 
if the group would challenge the ordinance, if it is passed. 
    She noted that even though the NRA lost the first legal round 
on lost-and-stolen guns in Pittsburgh, it has so far defeated a 
Philadelphia attempt to ban assault weapons there. 
     The NRA bases its arguments on the state law barring 
localities from regulating the "ownership, possession or 
transportation of firearms." Passed in 1994, it was, in part, a 
reaction to then-Councilman Jack Wagner's successful push for 
the assault weapons ban in Pittsburgh. Mr. Wagner is now state 
auditor general. 
     Fraternal Order of Police President Dan O'Hara said that he 
generally didn't oppose peoples' right to own powerful guns. 
     "It's not the fact that people own assault weapons that's a 
problem," he said. "The problem is how they're being used, and 
who owns them." 
     He said police have gotten reports that representatives from 
the group Open Carry -- which backs the right of most citizens to 
openly bear arms -- would be near the G-20 perimeter. 
  "We don't know if they'll be walking around with guns on their 
hips," he said. 
    Mr. Kraus said he didn't know how the G-20 legislation jibes 
with the state law, but he'd like to expand on it by updating the 
code's list of 37 guns. 
   "Is it not prudent to look at all additional automatic and semi-
automatic weapons available today?" he asked. 
   The G-20 summit of leaders of economic powerhouse nations is 
expected to draw protests, and is a National Special Security 
Event, making the Secret Service the lead security agency. 
   Mr. Kraus said that Washington could be the city's ally against 
big guns. "We need the feds to petition Harrisburg to ban this 
kind of weaponry for the G-20" and maybe beyond, he said. 
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/09240/993804-482.stm 
 

09-08-27 Firearms bill signed by Gov. Quinn 

   Gov. Pat Quinn signed a bill Wednesday introduced by Rep. 
John Bradley, D-Marion, that is intended to protecting the right 
to bear arms. 
    The bill reaffirms that it is legal to posses a firearm in one's 
own home or on another person's land with permission. The 
legislation was introduced in response to a 2007 appellate court 
decision that ruled possession of a firearm was legal as long as it 
is in a residence where the person has established substantial and 
uninterrupted ties and treats as his or her home, according to a 
news release from Bradley's office. 
    Bradley and the Illinois State Rifle Association felt the ruling 
limited the rights of gun owners to have firearms in places such 

as hotel rooms, vehicles and tents. 
    "We felt that the Cook County court decision that wanted to 
criminalize possession of a firearm outside a person's own home 
was wrong, and we appreciate Rep. Bradley's leadership in 
passing this new law to reaffirm the rights of gun owners," Todd 
Vandermyde, lobbyist for the National Rifle Association, said in 
the news release. 
  Bradley said the law will allow gun owners to protect 
themselves and their families. 
    "The Constitution affords our citizens the right to protect 
themselves and their families with firearms and that right should 
not end because of where they are," he said. 
http://www.thesouthern.com/articles/2009/08/27/local/29327642.
txt 
 

09-08-26 Britain's drug and gun culture 'as bad as U.S. crime 

show The Wire', say Tories 

    A collapse of 'civilised life' has allowed a brutal drug and gun 
crime culture like that of the U.S. TV show The Wire to flourish 
on the streets of Britain, the Tories will warn today.  
    Shadow home secretary Chris Grayling will blame Labour for 
standing by while 'urban war' breaks out in parts of the country.  
   Carrying weapons is becoming the norm, violence is 'routine' 
and families are terrorised by gangs, he will say.  
    Mr Grayling will blame family breakdown, fuelled by the 
'devaluing of marriage' under Labour, and a benefits culture that 
allows many to 'sit at home'.  
   Since Labour came to power, he will say, the level of violent 
crime in Britain has risen by 70 per cent.  
     Gun crime is up by more than half and there are more than 
100 serious knife crimes each day, with fatal stabbings having 
reached the highest level on record.  
SALFORD vs BALTIMORE 

     With a population of just over 630,000, Baltimore hit the 
headlines in 2006 when the murder rate hit 276 - seven times the 
US national average and the second-worst American city that 
year. 
   To put that in perspective, in 2008 there were a total of 648 
homicides across the whole of England and Wales. 
   The City of Salford boasts a population of just over 216,000 
and has also been blighted by the rise in violent gangs and gun 
culture.  
   A major crime explosion in the 1990s in Manchester spilled 
into Salford and there have been a series of tit-for-tat shootings, 
beatings and executions in recent years.  
  Salford gangs stepped in to seize drug-dealing turf, throwing 
down the gauntlet to the more notorious Greater Manchester 
gangs of Moss Side and Longsight.  
   Increased deprivation has led to whole estates being abandoned 
and boarded up. The situation became so bad that after an attack 
on father-of-four Phil Carroll in 2005, one police chief famously 
said the streets of Lower Broughton in Salford were being ruled 
by lawless gangs of 'feral youths'.  
   In 2007, twin pistol-toting hoodlums from Salford, Marvin and 
Michael Berkeley, were jailed after a terrifying spate of crimes. 
They hijacked cars, kidnapped motorists and shot their way 
around Greater Manchester and told one terrified man he would 
be 'chopped to pieces' unless he agreed to work for their gang.  
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    Baltimore's crime-ridden streets not only inspired The Wire, 
they also formed the back-drop to TV crime drama Homicide: 
Life On The Streets. It was produced by star Hollywood director 
and Baltimore native Barry Levinson. 
  The US city is also home to cult film director John Waters and 
best-selling novelist Anne Tyler. 
    Famous Salfordians include opera star Russell Watson, actors 
Albert Finney and Christopher Eccleston, World Cup 
commentator Ken Wolstenholme and singer Elkie Brooks.   
   With regards to sport, Baltimore has two of the most famous 
franchises in the world: the Baltimore Orioles baseball team and 
the city's Ravens American football side. 
  Salford comes up a little short with just the Salford City Reds' 
rugby league side and Salford FC. 
////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
     'The culture of violence that was a feature of U.S. cities a 
generation ago is now a feature of British cities,' Mr Grayling 
will say. 
   'It's the world of the award-winning drama series The Wire. It's 
a horrendous portrayal of the collapse of civilised life and of 
human despair.'  
   The hit TV series tracks the nightmare of gangs and organised 
crime in inner city West Baltimore and the futile efforts of police 
to deal with it.  
   The series, launched on cable channel HBO in 2002, and 
showing here on BBC2, has been lauded by critics for its 
incredibly bleak  -  and realistic  -  portrayal of life on the streets, 
where drugs, violence and revenge killings are commonplace.  
   Pledging a zero tolerance approach if the Tories are elected, Mr 
Grayling will say that any unlawful act including minor acts of 
vandalism should have 'clear consequences'.  
    He will promise to stop those found with knives being let off 
with a caution, saying the presumption should be that they will 
face a custodial sentence.  
    Cautions and light sentences in cases of violent attacks are also 
'wholly wrong', Mr Grayling will say.  
   He will highlight new figures suggesting that the problem of 
drugs and crime has increased dramatically in virtually every one 
of Britain's most deprived communities. Of the top 25 most 
deprived local authorities, 22 have reported drug offences 
increasing in the past five years.  
   In some areas the increase in drug crime has been massive. In 
Salford, offences are up 300 per cent and in Hackney more than 
200 per cent.  
   Mr Grayling will speak of a 'shocking and enlightening' evening 
a few weeks ago on the beat with the police team in Manchester's 
Moss Side that works to tackle gang crime.  
   'What was going on there at the time was nothing short of an 
urban war,' he will say. 'Whichever way you look, the evidence is 
clear. Under this Government, the poorest in our society have be 
left to beenar the brunt of our social failures.  
     'The deep-rooted culture of drugs and crime that was once a 
feature of fictional programmes like The Wire is now a reality on 
many of our streets.'  
   Mr Grayling will accuse the Government of creating a 
'downward spiral' in poor communities, in which deprivation and 
crime repeat themselves for generations. 'Family breakdown has 
reached a scale where many young people grow up with no 

vestige of stability in their lives, and no concept of a family-
focused upbringing.  
   'They are exposed to drugs and alcohol at a ludicrously young 
age. They have no one to tell them right from wrong.'  
  A Tory government would also reform the welfare system so 'it 
just isn't possible to build a life sitting at home on benefits any 
more'.  
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1208782/Britains-drug-
gun-culture-bad-U-S-crime-The-Wire-say-Tories.html# 
 
09-08-26 Florida Bartender Shoots, Kills Man Waving Nail 

Gun 

    JACKSONVILLE, Fla. —  Authorities say a bartender fatally 
shot a 20-year-old man when he walked into the north Florida 
pub waving a nail driver that resembled a firearm. 
     The bartender repeatedly shot John L. Lee when he entered 
the Shantytown Pub dressed in black clothing and waving the 
nailer, according to police. 
    The bartender thought that the pub was being robbed. His 
name hasn't been released. 
Lee was pronounced dead at a Jacksonville hospital. 
    The bartender and the patrons of the pub weren't injured in the 
incident. 
http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,542960,00.html 
 

09-08-25 Man was shot to death 

  Investigation continues of suspected Centre Hall slaying 
   At 29 years old, Samuel Sherman Boob was the father of four, 
living on a sizable piece of land in Centre Hall with a Corvette 
parked in the garage, a swing set in the back and a gazebo out 
front.  
   Police say a relative found him dead just outside his multi-bay 
garage at his 383 Tusseyville Road home in Potter Township. By 
11 that night, police were calling his death a suspected homicide, 
the first in more than three years in Centre County.  
   As of Monday evening, there were no suspects, District 
Attorney Michael Madeira said, but the community shouldn’t 
worry.  
   “It would be extremely speculative at this point to say the 
community has something to fear because we just don’t have 
enough information,” Madeira said.  
    State police spent Monday processing the crime scene with 
“specialty units,” Madeira said 
   “Law enforcement is using every means possible to solve this 
crime,” Madeira said, including a K-9 police dog.  
   That also means conducting lots of interviews, he said.  
 “When you have something like this, they look at everybody.”  
   Boob, who worked at the Centre County Solid Waste 
Authority, has one child from a previous relationship and three 
children with his wife, Mirinda, with whom he lived.  
http://www.centredaily.com/news/local/story/1468183.html 
 

09-08-25 two Charged In Murder Of 82-Year-Old W. 

Suburban Man 

Sheriff's Office: Suspects Were After Carl Kuhn's Firearms 
Collection 
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   ABARTLETT, Ill. (CBS) ― uthorities say two suspects 
accused of killing an 83-year-old west suburban man were after 
his firearms collection.  
  Carl W. Kuhn was found dead around 9 p.m. Saturday at his 
home in the 29-W-400 block of Schick Road in unincorporated 
Bartlett, according to the DuPage County sheriff's office.  
  Authorities have now charged Terry S. Bratcher, 43, of West 
Chicago, and Keith Allen, 21, of Chicago's Far South Side, with 
Kuhn's murder, according to the sheriff's office.  
  Authorities say Kuhn was an avid firearms collector, and the 
suspects broke in with the intention of stealing guns, the sheriff's 
office said. Kuhn was smothered during the burglary, authorities 
said.  
  Kuhn was found unconscious and not breathing in the second 
floor of his home afterward. He was later pronounced dead.  
    Bratcher and Allen are being held at the DuPage County Jail in 
Wheaton. Allen is being held on a $3 million cash bond, while 
Bratcher has been denied bond, authorities said. 
http://cbs2chicago.com/local/bartlett.murder.charges.2.1143247.h
tml 
 

09-08-25 Columbine-Style Attack by Armed California Teen 

Thwarted by 'Heroic' Teachers 

A teen armed with a sword and chainsaw who had several pipe 
bombs strapped to his body was arrested Monday after two 
explosions rocked Hillsdale High School in San Mateo, Calif., 
KTVU reported. 
      Police called the foiled attack that forced the evacuation of 
more than 1,200 students and teachers a Columbine-style plot, 
according to the station. 
   San Mateo Police Chief Susan Manheimer told KTVU that the 
17-year-old boy came onto campus with the chainsaw, a 2-foot-
long sword and 10 homemade pipe bombs attached to a tactical 
vest he was wearing. 
   He detonated two of the pipe bombs in an empty hallway near 
the library, and the smoke activated a fire alarm, Manheimer said. 
    Authorities fielded several calls from Hillsdale High School 
beginning at 8:07 a.m. about a gunman on the grounds, the 
station said. Shortly thereafter, reports came in of an explosion 
inside the school. 
    Two teachers heard the explosions, ran into the hallway and 
confronted the teen, who then fled, Manheimer told KTVU. A 
third teacher caught up with the boy and tackled him, according 
to police Lt. Mike Brunicardi. Another arrived a minute later with 
school Principal Jeff Gilbert to help hold the suspect down. 
Brunicardi called the actions by Gilbert and the teachers "simply 
heroic," according to KTVU. 
    "All the while that the teachers and principal are confronting 
this kid, holding him down and tackling him, he's got eight live 
pipe bombs attached to his person," Brunicardi said. 
  No one was hurt in the explosion and no gun was found, 
according to Manheimer. 
   The incident prompted the evacuation of about 1,270 Hillsdale 
students and several teachers. 
   Classes were canceled for the day as police and bomb squad 
units searched the premises to ensure no additional devices had 
been planted on school grounds. 

   The teen is currently classified as an uncharged minor, meaning 
authorities are not identifying him, San Mateo Assistant District 
Attorney Karen Guidotti told FOXNews.com. 
   He is in custody at the juvenile detention center while the 
district attorney's office awaits the full investigative report from 
police, she said. When they receive it, they will decide whether or 
not to charge him as an adult. 
   Guidotti said the boy is a former student at the high school but 
did not graduate from Hillsdale. 
http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,542481,00.html?sPage=fn
c/us/crime 
 
09-08-24 1,000 cameras 'solve one crime'  

    Only one crime was solved by each 1,000 CCTV cameras in 
London last year, a report into the city's surveillance network has 
claimed.  
     The internal police report found the million-plus cameras in 
London rarely help catch criminals.  
    In one month CCTV helped capture just eight out of 269 
suspected robbers.  
   David Davis MP, the former shadow home secretary, said: "It 
should provoke a long overdue rethink on where the crime 
prevention budget is being spent."  
He added: "CCTV leads to massive expense and minimum 
effectiveness.  
    "It creates a huge intrusion on privacy, yet provides little or no 
improvement in security.  
   "The Metropolitan Police has been extraordinarily slow to act 
to deal with the ineffectiveness of CCTV."  
    Nationwide, the government has spent £500m on CCTV 
cameras.  
  But Det Sup Michael Michael McNally, who commissioned the 
report, conceded more needed to be done to make the most of the 
investment.  
   He said: "CCTV, we recognise, is a really important part of 
investigation and prevention of crime, so how we retrieve that 
from the individual CCTV pods is really quite important.  
    "There are some concerns, and that's why we have a number of 
projects on-going at the moment."  
    Among those projects is a pilot scheme by the Met to improve 
the way CCTV images are used.  
    A spokesman for the Met said: "We estimate more than 70% of 
murder investigations have been solved with the help of CCTV 
retrievals and most serious crime investigations have a CCTV 
investigation strategy."  
    Officers from 11 boroughs have formed a new unit which 
collects and labels footage centrally before distributing them 
across the force and media.  
     It has led to more than 1,000 identifications out of 5,260 
images processed so far.  
A Home Office spokeswoman said CCTVs "help communities 
feel safer".  
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/england/london/8219022.stm 
 

09-08-24 NC state senator shoots home invader in self defense 

  72 year old North Carolina state Senator R.C. Soles shot a home 
invader in self defense, according to police. 
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   The Columbus County Sheriff's Office states that Senator Soles 
shot 22 year old Kyle Blackburn, as Blackburn and another 
suspect, B.J. Wright, allegedly broke into Soles home.  
Blackburn was previously arrested in September 2008 for 
allegedly breaking into Soles' home.  Blackburn survived, and 
was listed in fair condition at a local hospital.  Police are 
investigating, and District Attorney Rex Gore declined to 
comment about any possible charges this early in the 
investigation. 
     Cases like this really reinforce my support of self defense 
rights, and the value of gun ownership for self defense.  Had 
Soles been unarmed, it is rather unlikely that this 72 year old 
Senator would have been able to defend himself against a pair of 
alleged home invaders who were decades younger.  Firearms 
really are the great equalizer, and allow one older individual to 
fend off multiple young home invaders.  Contrast that with what 
can happen when an unarmed older gentleman is attacked by 
multiple young criminals, and the value of gun ownership for self 
defense is clear. 
http://www.examiner.com/x-18149-SelfDefense-
Examiner~y2009m8d24-NC-state-senator-shoots-home-invader-
in-self-defense 
 

09-08-24 Burglaries of gun store and trooper's car prove 

criminals not deterred by background checks or waiting 

periods 

The Columbus Dispatch is reporting that thieves stole nearly 
$30,000 worth of guns, knives and ammunition during a break-in 
Monday at the Black Wing Shooting Center in Delaware, and the 
county sheriff is asking for citizens' help to recover the stolen 
property. 
From the story: 
Authorities today asked for the public's help in finding the 

suspects. Central Ohio Crime Stoppers is offering a $5,000 

reward for information leading to an arrest in the burglary. 

Crime Stoppers is helping with an investigation by the Delaware 

County sheriff's office and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 

Firearms and Explosives. 

"The weapons are in the hands of criminals," Sheriff Walter L. 

Davis III said. "The sheriff's office takes all crimes seriously, but 

this office is especially challenged with this crime because it 

involves several guns and other weapons." 

Dozens of guns and 200 knives were stolen, including hunting 

rifles, shotguns, assault weapons, tactical knives and several 

rounds of ammunition, officials said. 

...Anyone with information regarding the break-in should call the 

sheriff's office at 740-833-2890 or Central Ohio Crime Stoppers 

at 877-645-8477. 

Meanwhile, the (West Union, OH) People's Defender is reporting 
the theft of a firearm from an Ohio State Highway Patrol trooper's 
vehicle. 
From the story: 
The Ohio State Highway Patrol is currently investigating the 

theft of a gun belt and weapon from a parked vehicle. The 

incident allegedly occurred between the hours of 11 p.m. on July 

31 and 6:30 a.m. on Aug. 1 in West Union. 

The items reported as stolen are valued between $300 and 

$5,000 and were taken from the vehicle, which was parked at a 

trooper's residence. The name of the trooper has not been 

released by the OSHP. The victim and owner of the items is listed 

as the OSHP in a Public Information Release Report concerning 

the incident. 

As of press time, the items had not been located and there were 
no suspects in custody. The offense is listed as a fifth degree 
felony theft. 
These and other such burglaries prove that criminals will never 
be deterred by mandatory background checks, waiting periods, or 
other gun control provisions, which only wind up affecting the 
law-abiding. 
http://www.buckeyefirearms.org/node/6848 
 

09-08-23 Video, photos show shooting demo that damaged 

homes, vehicles, lead to charges against Kent County 

commissioner Dean Agee 

      EVART  MI -- When Rudolph Tuten and his wife heard 
machine guns firing near their home July 18, they did not expect 
the bullet that hit the side of the garage. 
"We thought the war was over here," said Tuten, who was 
standing in the backyard when a bullet pierced the vinyl siding. 
"All of a sudden: Kaboom! It could have killed someone. " 
   The bullet came from a shooting demonstration more than a 
mile away on a farm owned by Kent County Commissioner Dean 
Agee, R-Grand Rapids Township. 
Osceola County       Sheriff's Department PhotoFire power: A 
table full of machine guns awaits visitors last month at Dean 
Agee's farm north of Evart. 
    The Tutens' home was one of several spots where bullets 
landed around this town 80 miles north of Grand Rapids that day. 
      Bullets from a .50-caliber machine gun also struck a pickup 
and a camper at the 4-H fairgrounds, where several hundred 
people were at the Dulcimer Funfest. Other festival participants 
reported seeing bursts of dust from bullets striking the ground. 
Another couple about a 
mile south of Agee's farm 
reported finding a .50-
caliber bullet near a pole 
barn. 
       Documents and a 
videotape obtained by the 
Press through the Freedom 
of Information Act reveal 
the extensive collection of 
weapons used at the 
demonstration that Kent 
County Commissioner Gary 
Rolls, R-Ada, helped to 
organize on Agee's farm. 
     The reports and tape 
also show that, earlier in the 
day, Osceola County 
Sheriff's deputies gave the 
shooting demonstration a 
clean bill of health. 
    "Feel free to walk 
around," Agee told two 
deputies who drove up a 
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two-track to visit the outdoor shooting gallery set up on Agee's 
farm two miles north of Evart. 
   The demonstration included more than a dozen machine guns 
and automatic weapons. According to a local weapons expert, 
who reviewed photos taken by the deputies, the weapons are 
worth more than $250,000. 
   The cache included a 1927-model Thompson machine gun, an 
Uzi machine gun with a suppressor, a "Desert     Eagle" .50 
caliber pistol, a rifle with an attached grenade launcher, several 
variants of the Russian-made AK-47, an Uzi "Paratrooper" and a 
World War II-era German machine gun. 
    The star of the show was the .50-caliber Browning machine 
gun owned by Belmont veterinarian Richard Rinzler. Experts 
estimate there are only about 15 such guns in civilian hands. 
   Mounted on a tripod, the $100,000 gun fires its thumb-sized 
bullets with 13,000 foot-pounds of energy at the muzzle, 
according to the weapons expert. In contrast, a .30-06 cartridge 
has a rating of 2,829 foot-pounds of energy at the muzzle. 
     Tuten, 78, whose garage was hit, said he shot the same 
machine gun when he served in the Air Force during the Korean 
War. He said he remembers the gun felling enemy soldiers miles 
away. 
    "I belong to the NRA and I've got guns myself," Tuten said. 
"But guns like these should be locked up. Something like this 
should never happen again." 
    Agee said he and Rinzler did not believe the gun's bullets 
could escape the wooded area into which they were shooting. The 
thick woods and a ridge behind it should have stopped the 
bullets, he said. 
   "There's no way," Agee told the deputies when they told him a 
motorist on a nearby road complained of hearing three bullets 
whiz past his vehicle. 
     The deputies' photos also show a bullet-riddled blue Ford 
pickup parked in front of a sand pile at the end of the 250-yard-
long firing range. 
    Last week, Agee said he doubted the bullets could have 
ricocheted off the truck. He speculated the bullets that reached 
the fairgrounds may have skipped off wet ground in front of the 
target. 
   During the tour, Agee told deputies that Rolls helped organize 
the event. 
"Gary Rolls, who is on the Kent County Commission with me, is 
a friend of Rinzler and that's how we all kind of got connected 
up," said Agee, as AC/DC music plays in the background. 
   Throughout the deputies' visit, the tone was friendly.  
    "Thanks for letting us play in your backyard," one of the 
participants said when introduced to the deputies. 
     At one point, a participant offered to let the deputies shoot 
some of the guns. "I wish we could," one of the deputies 
responded. 
    "Everything looks good," said the deputy at the end of the 20-
minute visit, part of which was a shooting demonstration that 
included the .50-caliber machine gun. 
    As they re-entered their vehicle, one of the deputies exclaimed, 
"Wow! 
http://www.mlive.com/news/grand-
rapids/index.ssf/2009/08/oneday_shooting_range_at_kent.html 
 

09-08-23 Colorado Springs police may sell seized firearms 

  The City Council is considering a program to let the Police 
Department sell confiscated guns to licensed dealers. Sales could 
net $10,000 a year. 
   Reporting from Colorado Springs, Colo. - This conservative 
city is taking an unusual, some might say extreme, step to try to 
stem its fiscal woes: It's entering the gun business. 
   The Colorado Springs City Council is expected in coming 
weeks to approve the final details of a program that would allow 
the Police Department to sell confiscated firearms to federally 
licensed gun dealers. Police have already stopped melting down 
the hundreds of guns they collect from crime scenes, drug houses 
or civilians who don't need them anymore. 
     The sales are projected to bring in about $10,000 a year, only 
a slight dent for a city that faced a deficit of one-quarter its $200-
million annual budget this year. But it still helps, said Vice 
Mayor Larry Small, who proposed the gun sales. 
   "Every penny counts," Small said. 
     Colorado Springs is home to the Army's Ft. Carson, the Air 
Force Academy and NORAD. Men and women in uniform 
mingle easily with civilians in the shopping centers and strollable 
downtown that sits in the shadow of 14,000-foot Pikes Peak. 
People here are comfortable around firearms. 
   But even in Colorado Springs, the idea of law enforcement as 
gun sellers has raised some eyebrows. 
    The Police Department objected, only to be overruled by the 
council, which in February voted 8 to 1 to direct the department 
to draw up the program it will consider this month. Lt. David 
Whitlock said the Police Department has been moving cautiously 
to address the many concerns the sales raise. 
    "There's all kinds of ancillary issues, one of which is the 
politics of being in the gun-selling business," Whitlock said. "The 
other is not introducing another weapon into the community." 
   Jan Martin, the lone council member who voted against the 
sales, said the small amount of money they could bring in is 
outweighed by the risk that a gun sold by the city could one day 
be used for a crime. 
     "I remember what some of those weapons were used for," 
Martin said. "Just the idea of putting those weapons back on the 
street is unconscionable." 
   The International Assn. of Chiefs of Police cautions against law 
enforcement agencies selling weapons they have seized. 
Destroying the firearms, it says, is a better policy. No one tracks 
the number of agencies that make sales, but officials believe it to 
be very small. 
    Nonetheless, Scott Knight, who helped formulate the 
association's policy on gun sales, said, "We understand, 
particularly in this economy, that some departments need to 
recoup budget losses." 
    Knight's police department, in Chaska, Minn., about 20 miles 
southwest of Minneapolis, is one such agency. The department 
upgraded its rifles recently and the only way to pay for the guns 
was to sell the old ones to licensed firearms dealers. 
   "I certainly was not willing to turn those over to the public," 
Knight said. 
    In El Paso County, which includes Colorado Springs, Sheriff 
Terry Maketa's agency has been selling confiscated firearms to 
licensed dealers since 2006. Spokeswoman Lt. Laurie Sevine 
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noted that most weapons used in crimes are not for sale because 
they are kept as evidence, sometimes for decades. 
   Sevine stressed that licensed dealers can only sell to people 
who can legally own firearms. "We're not selling to any civilian 
off the streets," she said. "We're very cautious as to how we go 
about this." 
   The sheriff's program, which has netted nearly $30,000 in two 
auctions, is what inspired Small to propose that Colorado Springs 
police start selling their seized weapons. He shrugged off 
complaints about guns possibly ending up on the streets, noting 
that police have long sold other assets seized from criminals. 
    "We auction off cars. It seems to me there's not that much 
difference between a firearm and a vehicle," Small said. "We've 
got a number of homes we've seized. . . . We don't send a 
bulldozer over to them." 
   Small said he thinks residents are comfortable with the idea 
because he's gotten only a handful of e-mail complaints.  
   Colorado Springs, population 375,000, has always been more 
cosmopolitan and diverse than stereotypes of the mountainous 
West.  
    Yes, the evangelical group Focus on the Family has a sign on 
the interstate advertising the organization's visitors center. One of 
the many commercial thoroughfares that wind through the 
subdivisions is called Corporate Drive. But the city's core is full 
of vintage clothing shops, music stores and an old-fashioned 
movie theater that last week was showing "Food Inc." 
  Nonetheless, several residents were rather blase about the 
possibility of their police selling guns.  
    "If it's going to generate money for the Police Department or 
the city, that's a good thing," said Joe Nason, 28, a six-year Army 
veteran taking a break from working on a construction project 
downtown. "People can get weapons anyway. I don't think [the 
sales] would have an effect on crime or more weapons." 
    Ty Lewis, 43, a floor installer reclining in square-block Acacia 
Park, also had no worries. "I don't think it's that much of a risk," 
he said. "Criminals are going to get their guns illegally." 
  But Susan Jones, an elementary school teacher, had other ideas. 
"I'm totally against it," she said. "I don't want to have as many 
guns out there as there already are." 
   Her husband, David, also a teacher, was pushing a pink stroller 
holding their 11-month-old daughter, Katelyn, while their 9-year-
old son, Zach, walked along. He said he didn't necessarily have a 
problem with the idea. But then he stopped and recalled how, 
when school districts were in dire need of cash, they allowed in 
soda and candy vending machines. Now the nation is in the midst 
of a child obesity epidemic. 
  "It's got to be managed right," he said, so the police don't find 
themselves having to confiscate the guns another time. 
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-gun-
sales23-2009aug23,0,4831409.story 
 
09-08-23 Self defense could have saved future rape victims 

   Victor Lamar Davis, a 27 year old California man, was recently 
convicted of sexually assaulting 7 women.  However prosecutors 
believe that figure is much higher.  Davis would often commit his 
crimes during burglaries, and some of the women were raped 
multiple times.  Davis faces 400 years to life in prison when he is 
sentenced on September 18th – yet no sentence will ever undo 

the harm he inflicted upon his victims. However, had just one of 
his victims successfully defended herself against, a great deal of 
human suffering could have been avoided: 
    I believe in self defense.  This is primarily because self defense 
can allow those citizens to save themselves from violent 
criminals.  In addition, there are some ancillary benefits to self 
defense that can be quite compelling as well.  One is the reduced 
likelihood of an innocent person going to jail for a crime they 
didn’t commit.  Another is a reduced likelihood that the innocent 
victim will be accidentally killed by a cop who shoots at the 
criminal.  But perhaps most compelling of these ancillary benefits 
is the ability for self defense on the part of one victim to save 
many future victims. 
    Had one of the first women who Davis attacked shot him in 
self defense, it is very likely that the subsequent victims would 
never have been through the terrible experience of having an 
intruder violate the sanctity of their homes and their bodies.  If 
Davis had been killed, he certainly would not have been able to 
go on and victimize another person.  Had he merely been shot 
and wounded, Davis very well could have been swiftly captured 
by police when he sought medical attention, instead of spending 
the next few years raping more women.  
    As an example, this woman was raped by a convicted sex 
offender who broke into her home.  The criminal escaped, only to 
come back a few days later to attack her again.  This time, the 
woman was prepared to defend herself, and fatally shot the rapist 
after he cut the power to her house and broke in through a 
basement door.  Thanks to her self defense actions, a repeat 
violent sex offender is permanently off the streets and unable to 
harm another victim. 
    Note that I am in no way blaming any of these victims for the 
terrible crimes they suffered.  The fault for Davis’ crimes lay 
solely with Davis. Instead, my point is that armed self defense 
could have prevented many if not all of these rapes, and that we 
as a society should encourage self defense 
http://www.examiner.com/x-18149-SelfDefense-
Examiner~y2009m8d23-Self-defense-could-have-saved-future-
rape-victims 
 
09-08-23 Freedom from fear 

    Those of us living in the Rocky Mountain region are steeped in 
America’s famous gun culture — and we therefore know well the 
binary debates surrounding the Second Amendment. Firearm 
enthusiasts — the vast majority of whom use weapons 
responsibly — believe the Constitution protects their right to bear 
arms. Gun control advocates counter that the Constitution doesn’t 
give anyone the inalienable right to wield automatic weapons that 
can kill scores of people in seconds. 
   This is the stultified freedom-versus-safety quarrel that seemed 
to forever define gun politics — that is, until anti-government 
activists started bringing firearms to public political meetings. 
   In early August, a protester came to a raucous Tennessee 
congressional forum packing heat. Days later, President Obama’s 
health care event in New Hampshire was marred by a protester 
posing for cameras with a pistol and sign reading, “It is time to 
water the tree of liberty” — a reference to a Thomas Jefferson 
quote promising violence. And this past week,12 armed men — 
including one with an assault rifle — not only showed off their 
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firearms at Obama’s Arizona speech, but broadcast a YouTube 
video threatening to “forcefully resist people imposing their will 
on us through the strength of the majority.” 
    These and other similar examples are accurately summarized 
with the same language federal law employs to describe domestic 
terrorism. Generating maximum media attention, the weapons-
brandishing displays are “intended to intimidate or coerce a 
civilian population.” Yes, the gun has been transformed from a 
sport and self-defense device into a tool of mass bullying. Like 
the noose in the Jim Crow South, its symbolic message is clear: If 
you dare engage in the democratic process, you risk bodily harm. 
  With that implicit threat, the incessant arguments about gun 
ownership have been supplanted by a more significant debate 
over which should take precedence: the Constitution’s First or 
Second Amendment? 
  Based on America’s history, the Founders’ answer to that 
question clearly lies in the Bill of Rights’ deliberate sequencing. 
  The First Amendment ethos guarantees people — whatever their 
politics — a fundamental right to participate in their democracy 
without concern for physical retribution. It is the primary 
amendment because America was first and foremost created not 
as a gun-owners’ haven, but as a place to shelter citizens from 
oppression. 
   Over two centuries, we have taken this tradition seriously, 
enacting statutes reinforcing freedoms of speech, creating the 
secret ballot, and outlawing harassment at Election-Day polling 
stations. This is why, whether tracing roots to Colonial England, 
Nazi Germany or any other tyranny, so many Americans say they 
came here specifically looking for protection from political 
persecution. 
   While the First Amendment doesn’t ensure credibility or 
significance, it is supposed to guarantee freedom from fear — a 
freedom that is now under siege. Citing the Second Amendment 
and the increasingly maniacal rhetoric of conservative media 
firebrands, a small handful of violence-threatening protesters 
aims to make the rest of us — whether pro- or anti-health-reform 
— afraid to speak out. 
   And so we face a choice that has nothing to do with health care, 
gun ownership or any other hot-button issue that protesters of 
both parties are fighting over. It is a choice about democracy 
itself — a choice that comes down to the two axioms best 
articulated by, of all people, Mao Zedong. 
   One option is willful ignorance: We can pretend the ferment is 
unimportant, continue allowing the intimidation and ultimately 
usher in a dark future where “political power grows out of the 
barrel of a gun.” 
   Better, though, is simply making public political events 
firearm-free zones, just like schools and stadiums. That way 
forward honors our democratic ideals by declaring that politics 
may be war, but in America it is “war without bloodshed” — and 
without the threat of bloodshed. 
http://www.heraldnet.com/article/20090823/OPINION04/708239
998 
 

09-08-23 Fights, shooting fill uptown Harrisburg streets 

    Witnesses said what started as a fight between two families at 
about 9 p.m. Sunday ballooned to a melee among 40 to 60 people 

at the corner of North Fourth and Woodbine streets, a 
neighborhood that has seen several acts of violence this summer.  
     Using pepper spray, police broke up a fight at almost the same 
spot where a man and woman were shot on June 8. After the 
fight, more than 100 people flooded the area to watch, causing 
officers to come back to the scene and herd people back to their 
homes. 
    "If you do not live here, you better leave now," an officer 
shouted as people left the area. 
Sgt. Thomas Carter said no one was seriously injured in the fight. 
    Kevin Wormley, 52, a nearby resident and father of three, said 
he was one of the few people who tried to stop the fight. He said 
he and two other men tried to break it up, and he said he took 30 
to 40 punches in the process. He called the police to report the 
fight, he said. 
    He said he saw mothers encouraging their daughters to fight. 
     "This could have all been avoided if some grown-ups would 
just be grown-ups," he said. "Without an adult giving them some 
guidance, how can the violence stop?  
   "It can't. I blame it on the adults of this neighborhood. They 
should be ashamed of themselves." 
   In what police said was an unrelated incident, police responded 
to reports of shots fired at Sixth and Curtin streets around 9 p.m. 
Carter said there were no injuries. 
http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2009/08/fights_shoo
ting_fill_uptown_ha.html#more 
 

09-08-22 Feds: Hallmark cards, wiretaps led to cartel 

Agents insist they’re hurting Mexican drug rings by tracing 
crumbs of info  
   WASHINGTON - Federal agents hunting leaders of a 
multibillion-dollar Mexican drug cartel began their case with 
crumbs: a fake container of corn chips and a threat scrawled on a 
Hallmark greeting card. 
    It took two years of sleuthing before top U.S. law enforcement 
officials were able to gather in Washington this week to announce 
a slew of ambitious indictments, targeting criminal leaders who 
oversee mass amounts of cocaine and heroin flowing into 
American cities. 
  The case began to take form on a muggy night in Chicago, 
Illinois, in the summer of 2007, just before the U.S. 
Independence Day July 4 holiday, according to law enforcement 
officials and court documents. 
   A government informant for the Drug Enforcement 
Administration wore a recording device to make a small drug buy 
on the west side of Chicago. Other small developments put 
investigators on the track of bigger game. 
   Then, another break. A traffic stop caught a man with an illegal 
firearm, and he told investigators he got it from a drug dealer 
because he was scared someone was trying to hurt him and his 
family. 
   "Last night when he walked to his car, he found a Hallmark 
card with a threatening message in it," court documents said the 
man told investigators. 
  The next morning, another card, with another threat. 
    Seeking leniency for the gun charge, the man agreed to 
cooperate with investigators and bought more guns from the 
suspected dealer — under DEA surveillance. 
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Chip trail to 'Fat Mike' 
    Another police stop caught a suspect with a fake "can of 
Fritos" hiding drugs, according to court papers, and again the 
suspect agreed to cooperate with investigators. That suspect 
helped investigators hone in on a different Chicago-based drug 
dealer known as "Fat Mike." 
   Investigators caught "Fat Mike" talking on the phone about his 
Mexican supplier, called "Slow Poke." 
   "Slow Poke," the dealer suspect said, is "real cool" and has a 
lot of money, according to a transcript of the conversation in 
court documents. 
   The evidence they gathered eventually led the agents to begin 
chasing two bigger Chicago drug suspects, twin brothers Pedro 
and Margarito Flores, who are now charged with operating a 
major distribution hub in Chicago for the Mexican cartel bosses. 
    Last year, the brothers also found themselves caught in a 
dispute between warring cartel factions. 
   U.S. officials say the brothers, who allegedly were bringing 
about 4,000 pounds of cocaine to Chicago every month, were 
threatened with violence by each side if they did business with 
the other. 
Mexico's blood battles 

    In Mexico, the two sides have waged a bloody war for control 
of turf and to fight efforts by Mexico's government to crack down 
on the drug trade. While Colombian drug dealers once 
predominated the U.S. supply, law enforcement officials say 
Mexican crime bosses took over the distribution, causing a 
significant power shift around 2004. 
   The growing reach of the cartels has meant an explosion of 
violence in Mexico, where drug violence has claimed more than 
11,000 lives in the past three years. 
    Many of the killings are the result of battles between rival drug 
smugglers for lucrative routes into the United States. 
   Attorney General Eric Holder warned Thursday those same 
cartels are now "in our own backyards": according to court 
papers, they are operating in Chicago; Cincinnati and Columbus, 
Ohio; Detroit, Michigan; Milwaukee, Wisconsin; New York; 
Philadelphia; Washington; Vancouver, British Columbia; and 
elsewhere. 
    Yet one of the most sought-after suspects, Joaquin "El Chapo" 
Guzman-Loera, has evaded capture for years after escaping from 
a Mexican prison in 2001. 
   The new indictments give the government a legal framework to 
prosecute cartel leaders but will matter only if they can be caught. 
U.S. officials insist they are hurting the cartels. 
   "Every time we target and go after these cartel leaders, we find 
out more and more ways to attack them. And that's why we 
continue to do it," said DEA boss Michele Leonhart. 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/32519492 
 

09-08-21Man found guilty of drug possession 

    BELLEFONTE — A Ferguson Township man accused of 
trying to bring a loaded handgun to a court hearing before 
District Judge Jonathan Grine had the first of two trials Thursday.  
   County Judge Thomas King Kistler found Hobson L. McKown, 
23, guilty during a non-jury trial of possession of drug 
paraphernalia — a pipe police found when they searched his 
apartment after his arrest at Grine’s office.  

     But, police testified, the pipe was the least worrisome of the 
things they found when they searched his apartment in 
September.  
   Sheriff Deputy Eric Albright testified there was ammunition, 
guns and materials for bombs scattered around the cluttered 
apartment, along with a sign that said “I do not consent to this 
search.”  
   The deputies were ordered to search the home for firearms after 
McKown tried to bring a loaded gun to his court hearing on Sept. 
2.  
   Grine’s staff had noticed McKown acting suspiciously, 
including taking pictures of the courthouse and of signs stating 
that weapons are prohibited, and notified police. Police searched 
McKown when he arrived for his hearing and found a .308 
caliber handgun. 
    McKown’s attorney, Jason Dunkle, argued there was no way to 
prove the pipe was McKown’s, since it was stashed away in a 
hidden part of the apartment. It might have been a friend’s, a 
roommate’s, or a stranger’s, Dunkle said.  
   “I don’t think they presented enough evidence to tie (the pipe) 
to Mr. McKown,” Dunkle said. “To me there’s a break in the link 
of custody. I think you need that link.”  
   Assistant District Attorney Carolyn Larrabee said the pipe 
tested positive for marijuana residue.  
   McKown’s second trial, on Sept. 8, will be before a jury that 
will decide whether he is guilty of charges related to illegally 
carrying a firearm and trying to take it into court. 
http://www.centredaily.com/news/local/v-
print/story/1463024.html 
 

09-08-21 Political parties and your right to bear arms 

Let's play a little game called Name That Party 
 Choose the political party to which the following people belong: 
1)       The original sponsor/author of the bill that repealed 
Alaska’s license to carry requirements : Dem or Rep?  
2)       In response to the repeal of Alaska’s licensing 
requirement, what is the political party of the person who said the 
following: "I am a strong gun advocate and very concerned that 
every time someone misuses a gun, particularly a handgun, we 
lose in the court of public opinion": Dem or Rep? 
3)       What is the political affiliation of the group wrote the 
following in their DC v. Heller Amicus Brief: “the individual 
right guaranteed by the Second Amendment is subject to 
reasonable restrictions and important exceptions”: Dem or Rep? 
4)       What party is the state Attorney General who did the 
following: 
       i.      Was the floor leader that passed a bill that ended the 
prohibition against concealed carry in Georgia and allowed 
unlicensed individuals to possess firearms in their car 
       ii.      Signed an amicus brief in the Heller case asserting the 
right of Georgians to carry firearms in DC safe from arrest and 
harassment when the case was at the appellate court stage and 
only twelve other states' attorneys general participated?   
5)       What was the political party of a majority in Congress that 
for the first time repealed a gun ban?  
6)       The party that put Sonya Sotomayer on the Supreme Court 
of the United States?  
The answers follow below.   
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Questions 1 and 2:     
    In 2003, Alaska repealed its requirement to have a license to 
carry concealed within the state.   In doing so, it eliminated both 
its licensing and training requirements.   
  The author/sponsor the bill was Democrat - Rep. Eric Croft of 
Anchorage.   He sponsored the bill out of frustration with 
continually fine-tuning the state’s gun laws.  
   Republican Sen. Con Bunde, also of Anchorage voted against 
the bill and explained his vote with the quote: “I am a strong gun 
advocate and very concerned that every time someone misuses a 
gun, particularly a handgun, we lose in the court of public 
opinion"  
http://www.peninsulaclarion.com/stories/061203/ala_061203ala0
05001.shtml  
Question 3:  
  President George W. Bush’s Justice Department filed a brief in 
support of DC’s gun ban.  
   The brief made the claim that “shall not be infringed” means 
the right to keep and bear arms is subject to regulation and guns 
can be banned, then it went on to defend every federal gun law 
and the ability for Congress to ban guns. 
http://www.gurapossessky.com/news/parker/documents/07-
290tsacUnitedStates.pdf 
Question 4: 
   Democrat – Thurbert Baker. Attorney General Baker has also 
joined in a letter to the Obama administration's attorney general, 
warning him that no more federal gun laws are needed and that an 
"assault weapons" ban serves no law enforcement purpose. 
Question 5:  
   The Democrats the current Congress repealed the Ronald 
Reagan ban on carrying in National Parks.   In fairness to 
Republicans, this was a Republican bill by Oklahoma Senator 
Colburn but notice that he only got traction for this bill when the 
Republicans were in the minority.   
   Also, few have noticed that this bill goes much further than the 
Bush administrative rule change last year that required all 
firearms to be concealed, all carriers to have a license, and 
implicated state criminal law pertaining to carry in parks. The bill 
that passed, and goes into effect in February, allows for openly 
carried firearms and does not demand a license if the park is 
located in a state where a license is not required to carry, which is 
the majority of states for openly carried firearms.  
Question 6:  
   This was a trick question, but the answer is Republicans.  
   Republicans could have stopped this nomination at the 
committee level and on the floor of the Senate.  They chose not 
too. 
    During the last two election cycles, Democrats have found 
victory with pro-gun candidates such as Virginia’s Senator Webb 
and Montana’s Senator Tester.   During this time, we’ve seen 
Republicans argue in front of the Supreme Court that “shall not 
be infringed” means the government can regulate and ban guns, 
confirm anti-gun Supreme Court nominees, and oppose any 
attempt to repeal any federal gun law.     
   As much as Democrats want our vote, many Republicans are 
embarrassed by it.  Over the next year, gun owners should 
evaluate whether their loyalty to the Republicans is being 
rewarded or being taken for granted, and explore ways to make 

sure that you select representatives that will represent your 
interest in liberty generally and the right to bear arms 
specifically.  This does not always mean merely selecting the 
candidate with an R or a D in beside the name on the ballot. 
http://www.examiner.com/x-5619-Atlanta-Gun-Rights-
Examiner~y2009m8d21-Political-parties-and-your-right-to-bear-
arms 
 
09-08-19 Tennessee cops shoot 59 rounds to kill one man 

Civil rights leaders worried race played a role in death of suicidal 
neighbor 
    CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. - Alonzo Heyward carried a rifle 
around his low-rent Chattanooga neighborhood one day last 
month, ranting about suicide and ignoring the pleas of friends for 
hours before six city police officers surrounded him on his front 
porch and decided it had to end. 
    His father says Heyward told the officers, "I'm not out here to 
hurt anybody." 
   But police, who tried unsuccessfully to disarm Heyward, fired 
59 rounds to kill him on July 18. The medical examiner found 43 
bullet wounds in his chest, face, arms, hands, legs, buttocks and 
groin. Police contend Heyward was a danger to others and 
threatened the six officers. 
  Chattanooga police spokeswoman Jerri Weary described the 
case as "suicide by cop." 
Civil rights leaders concerned 
     As questions continue to surround the shooting, Heyward's 
family and civil rights leaders take issue with the police response. 
Heyward, a 32-year-old moving company employee, was black. 
The six officers are white. They were temporarily placed on 
administrative leave but have since returned to work. 
     "We have a large concern about the amount of shots fired," 
said Valoria Armstrong, president of the Chattanooga branch of 
the NAACP. 
    A Chattanooga Times Free Press editorial cartoon asked "IS 
THIS EXCESSIVE FORCE?" — spelling out the question with 
letters labeling the wounds in a drawing based on Heyward's 
autopsy report. 
   His father, James Marine, 61, does not believe Heyward really 
wanted to kill himself or that he was trying to commit "suicide by 
cop." 
   "He just needed somebody to talk to," Marine said. "I believe 
he was just depressed at that time." 
   A Tennessee Bureau of Investigation inquiry is ongoing. 
Federal and local authorities are awaiting the TBI report before 
they do their own examinations of the case. Hamilton County 
District Attorney Bill Cox said he wants to see the TBI report 
before deciding whether to pursue a criminal case. 
Police: There's 'no magic number' 

   Police spokeswoman Weary said the officers confronted 
Heyward when they responded to a report of three men wrestling 
over a gun in the street just after 4 a.m. 
   Heyward's father said there was never any wrestling over the 
.44 Magnum rifle that his son was carrying and sometimes 
pointing at his chin. 
   Police said the officers tried but failed to disarm Heyward with 
a stun gun. Weary said Heyward ignored repeated commands to 
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drop the rifle and officers fired when they felt threatened by the 
way he moved it. 
   Police accounts and a patrol car video indicate the shots were 
fired in three volleys, all within 30 seconds. Each officer used a 
.45-caliber pistol. Some officers emptied their magazines, 
reloaded and fired again, while others didn't fire all their bullets, 
Weary said. 
   Some of the gunshots ripped through the unoccupied front 
room of the house Heyward was renting from his employer, the 
owner of a local moving company. No one else was injured. 
     Eugene O'Donnell, a former policeman and prosecutor who is 
now a professor of police studies at the John Jay College of 
Criminal Justice in New York City, said there is "no magic 
number" when it comes to officers firing at a suspect. 
    If death is believed to be imminent "there isn't anybody in the 
country who can tell the cops 10 shots and no more," O'Donnell 
said. 
   "Unfortunately this is replicated all over the country. When you 
send the police they bring deadly force with them. They come 
armed and they come predisposed to use force," O'Donnell said. 
Heyward's police record 
   According to court records, Heyward had been charged three 
times in the past with domestic assault. The first two were 
dismissed. The third, from a January 2008 incident, remained 
pending at the time of his death. 
   He was sentenced in 2005 to 11 months, 29 days in the county 
workhouse for passing worthless checks, but the sentence was 
suspended for good behavior and he was given probation. 
   He also had a few driving-related charges on his record, 
including a violation of the auto registration law for which he 
received a 30-day suspended sentence in 1997. 
    The morning he died, Heyward was distraught after returning 
from a party where he had been drinking, his father said. 
   "He didn't think anybody cared about him," Marine said. 
   Heyward also was upset about not seeing his children — a 
daughter and two sons — according to brother James Heyward. 
Police told Heyward was drunk 
    The video shows that police were told Heyward was drunk and 
talking about killing himself before they started shooting. 
   Chattanooga police officers get two to four hours of training 
annually on dealing with people who are mentally ill or under the 
influence of drugs or narcotics. But Weary said the training could 
not be applied in this case because the situation was too fluid and 
unfolded too quickly. 
   Weary wouldn't say whether Heyward had a history of mental 
health problems, citing the ongoing investigation. Marine said his 
son had no history of mental illness. 
   Amanda Counts, Heyward's girlfriend, and neighbor Darrell 
Turner said they witnessed the shooting. They said Heyward was 
lying on the porch on top of the rifle when officers opened fire. 
     "Before the first shot was fired he was down," Counts said. 
"Not one time did he threaten anyone." 
'Why are you shooting me?' 
    Citing the ongoing investigation, police declined to answer 
questions about Heyward's position when officers started 
shooting. 

   Counts and Turner both said that during the first brief 
interruption in the barrage of police gunshots, they heard 
Heyward ask, "Why are you shooting me?" 
  That cannot be heard in the recording provided by police. 
   Police Chief Freeman Cooper this month told Chattanooga 
radio station WGOW the simultaneous shooting by all six 
officers shows they acted properly. 
  "We are saying that our people did what we trained them to do," 
the chief said. 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/32478013/ns/us_news-
crime_and_courts// 
 
09-08-19 White House Backs Right to Arms Outside Obama 

Events 

But Some Fear Health Talks Will Spark Violence 
    Armed men seen mixing with protesters outside recent events 
held by President Obama acted within the law, the White House 
said Tuesday, attempting to allay fears of a security threat.  
   Robert Gibbs, the White House press secretary, said people are 
entitled to carry weapons outside such events if local laws allow 
it. "There are laws that govern firearms that are done state or 
locally," he said. "Those laws don't change when the president 
comes to your state or locality."  
   Anti-gun campaigners disagreed with Gibbs's comments, 
voicing fears that volatile debates over health-care reform are 
more likely to turn violent if gun control is not enforced.  
   "What Gibbs said is wrong," said Paul Helmke, president of the 
Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence. "Individuals carrying 
loaded weapons at these events require constant attention from 
police and Secret Service officers. It's crazy to bring a gun to 
these events. It endangers everybody."  
   The past week has seen a spate of men carrying firearms while 
milling outside meetings Obama has held to defend his health-
care reform effort. On Monday, a man with an AR-15 
semiautomatic assault rifle strapped to his shoulder was outside a 
veterans' event in Phoenix. He was one of a dozen men who 
reportedly had guns outside the forum.  
    Phoenix police made no arrests, saying Arizona law allows 
weapons to be carried in the open.  
   Last week, a man with a gun strapped to his leg held a sign 
outside an Obama town hall meeting in Portsmouth, N.H., that 
read: "It's time to water the tree of liberty."  
   Before the same meeting, Richard Terry Young, a New 
Hampshire resident, was arrested by the Secret Service for 
allegedly having a loaded, unlicensed gun in his car. Young was 
stopped inside the school where Obama held the forum, having 
reportedly sneaked past a security perimeter.  
   Ed Donovan, a spokesman for the Secret Service, said incidents 
of firearms being carried outside presidential events are a 
"relatively new phenomenon." But he said the president's safety is 
not being jeopardized.  
   "We're well aware of the subjects that are showing up at these 
events with firearms," he said. "We work closely with local law 
enforcement to make sure that their very strict laws on gun 
permits are administered. These people weren't ticketed for 
events and wouldn't have been allowed inside and weren't in a 
position outside to offer a threat." The immediate area occupied 
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by Obama on such trips is considered a federal site where 
weapons are not permitted, Donovan said.  
      Lawmakers holding tense town hall debates about health-care 
reform also have seen armed constituents. The staff of some, 
including Rep. Stephen I. Cohen (D-Tenn.), have taken 
precautions to guard against guns being brought into gatherings.  
    "We asked everyone with firearms to check them with the 
sheriff before we began the meeting," said Marilyn Dillihay, 
Cohen's chief of staff, describing an Aug. 8 town hall debate in 
Memphis. "We've never done that before." The decision was 
made because the number of people at the event and the subject 
of the debate created a "potentially a volatile situation," she said.  
   "Obviously there's a lot of emotion with health care," Dillihay 
said. "Feelings are very tense, and we were just trying to make 
sure that things were safe."  
    One man at the meeting disclosed that he had a firearm and 
complied with a request to put it in his vehicle, she said.  
    Other lawmakers said they intended to take no precautions in 
future town hall meetings or to ask the advice of local law 
enforcement. C.J. Karamargin, a spokesman for Rep. Gabrielle 
Giffords (D-Ariz.), said the congresswoman will "balance rights 
guaranteed under the Second Amendment and providing her 
constituents with a safe forum to share their views."  
   Brian Levin, director of the Center for the Study of Hate and 
Extremism at California State University at San Bernardino, said 
concern about whether Obama will enact new gun restrictions 
may also be contributing to the tense political climate.  
   "There's a lot of anger out there," Levin said.  
   "A key thing that's been bubbling under the surface is what's 
going on with President Obama and guns," he said. "There is a 
real question mark not only for extremists but for gun rights 
advocates in the mainstream."  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2009/08/18/AR2009081803416.html?hpid=to
pnews 
 
09-08-18 Telb, captain get OK for firearm qualification 

     Though previously restricted from carrying a gun as part of 
their release in a pending criminal case, Sheriff James Telb and 
Capt. Robert McBroom may participate in the annual firearms 
qualification test, a federal judge said in an order Monday. 
   U.S. District Court Judge David Katz issued the order granting 
the request of Sheriff’s Capt. Curtis Posner that the men be 
allowed to qualify at the range in accordance with the 
department’s Professional Standards and Training Section.  
    Sheriff Telb, Captain Mc-Broom, and two former sheriff’s 
employees face federal charges in the 2004 death of an inmate at 
the jail. The men pleaded not guilty to the charges May 1. No 
trial date has been set. 
http://toledoblade.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20090818/NE
WS02/908189997 
 
09-08-18 Armed Men Gather At Obama's Town Hall 

     PHOENIX (CBS) ― One Arizona professor says people 
carrying guns to protests at President Barack Obama's events 
could be the beginning of a disturbing trend. 
    About a dozen people packing heat, including one man with a 
semi-automatic rifle, milled with protesters outside Phoenix's 

convention center, where Obama was speaking Monday. At 
Obama's town hall in New Hampshire last week, a man stood 
outside with a pistol strapped to his leg.  
     Gun-rights advocates say they're exercising their constitutional 
right and police say they are not violating any laws.  
     But Northern Arizona University political scientist Fred Solop 
says guns at political rallies create "a chilling effect" and inhibit 
"honest communication."  
     The Secret Service says the armed crowd didn't change its 
security plans for the president, because they were in a designated 
public viewing area.  
     Report: Militia Groups On The Rise 
    Militia groups with gripes against the government are 
regrouping across the country and could grow rapidly, according 
to an organization that tracks such trends. 
   The stress of a poor economy and a liberal administration led 
by a black president are among the causes for the recent rise, the 
report from the Southern Poverty Law Center says. Conspiracy 
theories about a secret Mexican plan to reclaim the Southwest are 
also growing amid the public debate about illegal immigration. 
    Bart McEntire, a special agent with the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, told SPLC researchers that 
this is the most growth he's seen in more than a decade. 
    "All it's lacking is a spark," McEntire said in the report. 
More: The Second Wave: Return of the Militias  
Video: Report Warns Of Militia Groups In U.S.  
     It's reminiscent of what was seen in the 1990s — right-wing 
militias, people ideologically against paying taxes and so-called 
"sovereign citizens" are popping up in large numbers, according 
to the report. The SPLC is a nonprofit civil rights group that, 
among other activities, investigates hate groups. 
       William Kostric was holding a sign while at Obama's New 
Hampshire town hall that read "It Is Time To Water The Tree Of 
Liberty," invoking a phrase from a letter written by Thomas 
Jefferson: "The tree of liberty must be refreshed from time to 
time with the blood of patriots and tyrants." Kostric was wearing 
a loaded handgun on his leg. 
    Kostric was questioned by MSNBC's Chris Matthews over his 
choice to carry "a goddamned gun at a presidential event." 
     Kostric said he participated in the protest against the proposed 
government health care initiative because "we're traveling down 
the road at breakneck speed that's toward tyranny away from 
liberty. And that has much to do with excessive taxation." 
      Kostric was within his rights, according to CBS News. New 
Hampshire state law is clear about citizens' rights to carry 
firearms in public, reports CBS News' Ryan Smith. No license is 
needed to carrying a pistol or revolver in the open; carrying a 
concealed weapon requires a license from the state or local 
police. 
More: Health Care Town Hall Meetings Getting Ugly  
    Last October, someone from the Ohio Militia posted a 
recruiting video on YouTube, billed as a "wake-up call" for 
America. It's been viewed more than 60,000 times. 
    "Things are bad, things are real bad, and it's going to be a lot 
worse," said the man on the video, who did not give his name. 
"Our country is in peril." 
    The man is holding an AR-15 semiautomatic rifle, and he 
encourages viewers to buy one. 
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YouTube: Ohio Militia: America's Wake-up Call  
Video: Anti-Government Groups Growing  
       While anti-government sentiment has been on the rise over 
the last two years, there aren't as many threats and violent acts at 
this point as there were in the 1990s, according to the report. 
That movement bore the likes of Timothy McVeigh, who in 1995 
blew up a federal building in Oklahoma City and killed 168 
people. 
   But McEntire fears it's only a matter of time. 
    These militias are concentrated in the Midwest, Pacific 
Northwest and the Deep South, according to Mark Potok, an 
SPLC staff director who co-wrote the report. Recruiting videos 
and other outreach on the Internet are on the rise, he said, and 
researchers from his center found at least 50 new groups in the 
last few months. 
    The militia movement of the 1990s gained traction with 
growing concerns about gun control, environmental laws and 
anything perceived as liberal government meddling. 
    The spark for that movement came in 1992 with an FBI 
standoff with white separatist Randall Weaver at Ruby Ridge, 
Idaho. Weaver's wife and son were killed by an FBI sniper. And 
in 1993, a 52-day standoff between federal agents and the Branch 
Davidian cult in Waco, Texas, resulted in nearly 80 deaths. These 
events rallied more people who became convinced that the 
government would murder its own citizens to promote its liberal 
agenda. 
    Now officials are seeing a new generation of activists, 
according to the report. The law center spotlights Edward 
Koernke, a Michigan man who hosts an Internet radio show about 
militias. His father, Mark, was a major figure in the 1990s militia 
movement and served six years in prison for charges including 
assaulting police. 
   Last year, officials warned about an increase in activity from 
militias in a five-year threat projection by the Homeland Security 
Department. 
    "White supremacists and militias are more violent and thus 
more likely to conduct mass-casualty attacks on the scale of the 
1995 Oklahoma City bombing," the threat projection said. 
      A series of domestic terrorism incidents over the past year 
have not been directly tied to organized militias, but the rhetoric 
behind some of the crimes are similar with that of the militia 
movement. For instance, the man charged with the April killings 
of three Pittsburgh police officers posted some of his views 
online. Richard Andrew Poplawski wrote that U.S. troops could 
be used against American citizens, and he thinks a gun ban could 
be coming. 
    The FBI's assistant director for counterterrorism, Michael 
Heimbach, said that law enforcement officials need to identify 
people who go beyond hateful rhetoric and decide to commit 
violent acts and crimes. Heimbach said one of the bigger 
challenges is identifying the lone-wolf offenders. 
     One alleged example of a lone-wolf offender is the 88-year-
old man charged in the June shooting death of a guard at the U.S. 
Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington.  
   Excerpt from the Southern Poverty Law Center's report: 
      Almost a decade after largely disappearing from public view, 
right-wing militias, ideologically driven tax defiers and sovereign 
citizens are appearing in large numbers around the country. 

"Paper terrorism" — the use of property liens and citizens' 
"courts" to harass enemies — is on the rise. And once-popular 
militia conspiracy theories are making the rounds again, this time 
accompanied by nativist theories about secret Mexican plans to 
"reconquer" the American Southwest. One law enforcement 
agency has found 50 new militia training groups — one of them 
made up of present and former police officers and soldiers. 
Authorities around the country are reporting a worrying uptick in 
Patriot activities and propaganda.  
      A key difference this time is that the federal government — 
the entity that almost the entire radical right views as its primary 
enemy — is headed by a black man. That, coupled with high 
levels of non-white immigration and a decline in the percentage 
of whites overall in America, has helped to racialize the Patriot 
movement, which in the past was not primarily motivated by race 
hate. One result has been a remarkable rash of domestic terror 
incidents since the presidential campaign, most of them related to 
anger over the election of Barack Obama. At the same time, 
ostensibly mainstream politicians and media pundits have helped 
to spread Patriot and related propaganda, from conspiracy 
theories about a secret network of U.S. concentration camps to 
wholly unsubstantiated claims about the president's country of 
birth. 
   The full report is available for viewing and download at the 
Southern Poverty Law Center's Web site. 
   Background On The Militia Movement:  
   Origins: Mid-to-late 1993 
  Prominent leaders: John Trochmann (Montana), Ron Gaydosh 
(Michigan), Randy Miller (Texas), Charlie Puckett (Kentucky), 
Mark Koernke (Michigan), Carl Worden (Oregon), Gib Ingwer 
(Ohio) 
     Prominent groups: Kentucky State Militia, Ohio Unorganized 
Militia Assistance and Advisory Committee, Southeastern Ohio 
Defense Force, Michigan Militia (two factions using the same 
name), Southern Indiana Regional Militia, Southern California 
High Desert Militia-and many others 
   Outreach: Gun shows, shortwave radio, newsletters, the Internet 
 Ideology: Anti-government and conspiracy-oriented in nature; 
prominent focus on firearms 
      Prominent militia arrests: Multiple members of the following 
groups have been arrested and convicted, usually on weapons, 
explosives, or conspiracy charges: Oklahoma Constitutional 
Militia, Georgia Republic Militia, Arizona Viper Militia, 
Washington State Militia, West Virginia Mountaineer Militia, 
Twin Cities Free Militia, North American Militia, San Joaquin 
County Militia. (via  the Anti-Defamation League) 
http://kdka.com/politics/town.hall.guns.2.1133001.html 
 

09-08-18 Lawyer: FBI Trained Hal Turner As An "Agent 

Provocateur" 

   HARTFORD — - Internet blogger Harold "Hal" Turner's 
attorney said today that Turner's background as an FBI informant 
will be a key part of his defense to charges that he incited 
violence against two state legislators and a state ethics official. 
   Superior Court Judge David P. Gold on Tuesday authorized 
Michael A. Orozco, a New Jersey attorney, to represent Turner. 
Turner did not appear again in court Tuesday because he remains 
in federal custody without bail in Chicago, where he is accused of 
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threatening three federal judges. 
   In asking Gold to allow Orozco to represent Turner, Turner's 
Connecticut lawyer, Matthew R. Potter, said Orozco has a long-
term legal relationship with Turner, plans to bring a complicated 
First Amendment defense and is familiar with Turner's 
background as an FBI informant. 
  That role as an informant for the FBI is a key part of the 
defense, Orozco said outside court. 
  Orozco said Turner was trained by the FBI as "an agent 
provocateur." 
  "Mr. Turner was trained by the FBI," Orozco said. "He was told 
where the line was — what he could say." 
  In his comments on his blog that brought the state and federal 
charges, Turner did not cross that line, Orozco said. 
  Orozco said Turner worked for the FBI from roughly 2002 to 
2007. 
   "His job was basically to publish information which would 
cause other parties to act in a manner that would cause their 
arrest," Orozco said. 
  The comments for which he is charged came after he left the 
service of the FBI, Orozco said. 
  Turner stopped working for the FBI on his own, Orozco said. 
He declined to say who the targets of his comments were. 
   "If you compare anything he said when he was operating, 
there's no difference" to what he posted on his blog that led to the 
criminal charges, Orozco said. 
   He is scheduled to go to trial on the federal charges on Oct. 5. 
His next court date in Hartford is set for October 19. 
http://www.courant.com/news/politics/hc-web-hal-turner-
0819aug19,0,1700724.story 
 
09-08-17 Resignation from Mayors Against Illegal Guns 

(MAIG) 

VIA FACSIMILE and U.S. MAIL 
Honorable Michael R. Bloomberg 
Mayor of the City of New York 
253 Broadway, # 9 
New York, New York 10007 
Subject: Resignation from Mayors Against Illegal Guns (MAIG) 
Dear Mayor Bloomberg, 
    Upon careful review of your statements and actions, listening 
to the concerns of many of my constituents and receiving 
communications from and speaking with firearm industry 
officials, I hereby, effective immediately, resign my membership 
in the Mayors Against Illegal Guns coalition. I am withdrawing 
because you are attempting to erode all gun ownership, not just 
illegal guns. 
    I have learned that the coalition may be working on issues 
which conflict with legal gun ownership, and that some actions 
on your behalf are dubious. I joined your coalition because of its 
purpose to combat the criminal acquisition and misuse of guns, 
which is a goal shared by every single American. Regrettably, it 
has become continuously clear to me that you are using this 
coalition of mayors to advance a hidden agenda of bringing 
lawsuits against members of the firearms industry and spreading 
anti-gun propaganda. 
    Mayor, you and your coalition of allies have misrepresented 
yourselves to the mayors of America and its citizens. This effort 

is simply another attempt to shift blame for violent crime from 
criminals to law-abiding gun owners. This is gun control, not 
crime prevention. These tactics do not target illegal guns, but 
rather honest citizens and lawful dealers, essentially criminalizing 
all gun ownership. This coalition makes no distinction 
whatsoever between law-abiding gun owners and violent 
criminals. 
      Please Mayor Bloomberg, instead of being a part of a 
misguided coalition and advocating attacks against law-abiding 
gun owners, I ask you to direct your efforts towards strict 
enforcement of existing laws in our cities to ensure both our 
safety and civil rights. I am dedicated in defending and advancing 
the right of Ohio citizens to own and use firearms for all legal 
activities, including self-defense and competitions. We need to 
defend our Constitutional rights to keep and bear arms. 
     Mayor, I can only hope that you will see my departure and the 
recent departure of other mayors from your coalition as a sign 
that things must change. We are all on the same side when it 
comes to stopping criminals from getting guns. Where you lose 
me is in your true quest – to end lawful firearms ownership and 
destroy a lawful American industry. 
Warm personal regards, 
Marlene B. Anielski, OCPM 
Mayor / Safety Director 
Village of Walton Hills, Ohio 
 

09-08-17 Sheriffs break up illegal Toledo-area CCW course 

certificate scheme 

Toledo Fox affiliate WUPW reported recently that the Lucas 
County and Wood County Sheriff's Offices worked with an 
informant to arrest two men who they say were helping people 
get Ohio concealed handgun licenses (CHLs) illegally. 
From the story: 
    In order to receive a CCW, you're required to complete 12 

hours of hand gun instruction and training. Wood County Sheriff 

Mark Wasylyshyn told FOX Toledo Jason Hernandez of    

Perrysburg, and Michael Davenport of Northwood were selling 

completion certificates to people  who never did any training. 

    Hernandez and Davenport allegedly sold over 130 National 

Rifle Association certificates to people in Wood and Lucas 

counties. Approximately 110 false certificates were filed in Lucas 

County and 22 in Wood. 

     Detectives believe some of the certificates were sold for as 
much as $300 a piece. 
    According to the story, Hernandez and Davenport are facing 
felony charges for this criminal activity that detectives say has 
been going on since 2004. What's more, those who purchased the 
certificates are not in the clear.  
   Detective Sergeant Scott Cook with the Wood County Sheriff's 

Office says all those individuals are also facing a felony charge. 

Many have already been contacted but there are others who still 

need to turn themselves in. 

    "If you have been involved in this and I have not contacted 

you we are not going to come to your house to arrest you," said 

Det. Sgt. Cook. "We ask that you come and turn yourself in or 

contact your local law enforcement agency. Any cooperation will 

go a long way." 
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    Sgt. Cook added his department is working with law 
enforcement agencies in other counties in Ohio and Michigan to 
possibly crack similar operations. 
    While any example of dishonesty or criminal activity among 
the firearms instructor/CHL community is frustrating and 
damaging, and while I hope that these miscreants, if found guilty, 
are punished to the full extent of the law, I would like to inject a 
little perspective into this story. 
      The end result of this alleged criminal activity is that 130 
people may have obtained Ohio concealed handgun licenses 
without undergoing the state-mandated training. In other words, 
these 130 people, albeit illegally, joined the ranks of every CCW 
license-holder in our neighboring states of Pennsylvania and 
Indiana in obtaining a license without completing any mandatory 
training. 
     That's right - Pennsylvania and Indiana do not require ANY 
training for people to obtain a license    to carry. And just as has 
been the experience in those states, these 130 Ohioans have 
apparently created no other problems as a result of their having 
received no formal training. 
   None of these 130 illegally-obtained CHLs are alleged to have 
unintentionally injured anyone as a result of their lack of training. 
None are alleged to have employed the use of deadly force at an 
inappropriate time as a result of their lack of training. 
      So again, while I certainly do not condone the alleged actions 
of these two "instructors," nor of the persons who purchased 
these certificates, it would seem to me that this serves as further 
proof that mandatory training is not a prerequisite to proper 
behavior while carrying a concealed weapon. 
    It always comes as a surprise to my CHL students when I tell 
them that I would fully support a move to remove training 
requirements from Ohio law. Even CHL students are often under 
the impression that having no training requirements would create 
problems, at least until they are informed of the law in our 
neighboring states. 
    Also, they expect that I would be opposed because such a 
change would put instructors like me out of business. I don't 
believe that it would, because there are lots of people who enjoy 
obtaining additional training, even without the state forcing them 
to. 
     But even if it did put me out of business, I would still support 
such a change in Ohio law. The fact is that Ohioans should not 
have to face missing work to get time off for, and face missing 
few meals to pay for, obtaining the state-mandated training 
necessary to get a license to bear a concealed firearm for their 
defense and security. 
Chad D. Baus is the Buckeye Firearms Association Vite 

Chairman, and an NRA-certified firearms instructor who teaches 

concealed carry classes at Northwest Self Defense LLC. 

http://www.buckeyefirearms.org/node/6836 
 

09-08-16 Man carrying assault weapon attends Obama 

protest 

     PHOENIX – About a dozen people carrying guns, including 
one with a military-style rifle, milled among protesters outside 
the convention center where President Barack Obama was giving 
a speech Monday — the latest incident in which protesters have 
openly displayed firearms near the president. 

    Gun-rights advocates say they're exercising their constitutional 
right to bear arms and protest, while those who argue for more 
gun control say it could be a disaster waiting to happen. 
   Phoenix police said the gun-toters at Monday's event, including 
the man carrying an AR-15 semi-automatic rifle slung over his 
shoulder, didn't need permits. No crimes were committed, and no 
one was arrested. 
   The man with the rifle declined to be identified but told The 
Arizona Republic that he was carrying the assault weapon 
because he could. "In Arizona, I still have some freedoms," he 
said. 
    Phoenix police Detective J. Oliver, who monitored the man at 
the downtown protest, said police also wanted to make sure no 
one decided to harm him. 
   "Just by his presence and people seeing the rifle and people 
knowing the president was in town, it sparked a lot of emotions," 
Oliver said. "We were keeping peace on both ends." 
   Last week, during Obama's health care town hall in Portsmouth, 
N.H., a man carrying a sign reading "It is time to water the tree of 
liberty" stood outside with a pistol strapped to his leg. 
   "It's a political statement," he told The Boston Globe. "If you 
don't use your rights, then you lose your rights." 
   Police asked the man to move away from school property, but 
he was not arrested. 
   Fred Solop, a Northern Arizona University political scientist, 
said the incidents in New Hampshire and Arizona could signal 
the beginning of a disturbing trend. 
      "When you start to bring guns to political rallies, it does layer 
on another level of concern and significance," Solop said. "It 
actually becomes quite scary for many people. It creates a 
chilling effect in the ability of our society to carry on honest 
communication." 
     He said he's never heard of someone bringing an assault 
weapon near a presidential event. "The larger the gun, the more 
menacing the situation," he said. 
   Phoenix was Obama's last stop on a four-day tour of western 
states, including Montana and Colorado. 
    Authorities in Montana said they received no reports of anyone 
carrying firearms during Obama's health care town hall near 
Bozeman on Friday. About 1,000 people both for and against 
Obama converged at a protest area near the Gallatin Field Airport 
hangar where the event took place.    One person accused of 
disorderly conduct was detained and released, according to the 
Gallatin Airport Authority. 
     Heather Benjamin of Denver's Mesa County sheriff's 
department, the lead agency during Obama's visit there, said no 
one was arrested. 
   Arizona is an "open-carry" state, which means anyone legally 
allowed to have a firearm can carry it in public as long as it's 
visible. Only someone carrying a concealed weapon is required to 
have a permit. 
     Paul Helmke, president of the Washington, D.C.-based Brady 
Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence, said people should not be 
allowed to bring guns to events where Obama is. 
    "To me, this is craziness," he said. "When you bring a loaded 
gun, particularly a loaded assault rifle, to any political event, but 
particularly to one where the president is appearing, you're just 
making the situation dangerous for everyone."  
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   He said people who bring guns to presidential events are 
distracting the Secret Service and law enforcement from 
protecting the president. "The more guns we see at more events 
like this, there's more potential for something tragic happening," 
he said.  
    Secret Service spokesman Ed Donovan said armed 
demonstrators in open-carry states such as Arizona and New 
Hampshire have little impact on security plans for the president.  
    "In both cases, the subject was not entering our site or 
otherwise attempting to," Donovan said.     "They were in a 
designated public viewing area. The main thing to know is that 
they would not have been allowed inside with a weapon."  
  Representatives of the National Rifle Association did not return 
calls for comment. 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20090817/ap_on_re_us/us_obama_pr
otesters_guns 
 
09-08-16  Bach: Why are we targeting guns instead of 

criminals? 

   Scott L. Bach is president of the Association of New Jersey 
Rifle & Pistol Clubs, and a member of the NRA Board of 
Directors. 
  ON AUG. 6, Governor Corzine signed S1774 into law — 
legislation making it a crime to exercise the constitutional right to 
obtain a handgun any more often than Big Brother dictates — 
even after waiting as long as six months for permits and being 
prequalified by the state after a thorough police investigation. 
   It’s overkill in the extreme, based on the false and 
unsupportable premise that criminals and their surrogates buy 
their crime guns from New Jersey dealers, after marching down 
to police headquarters to volunteer for fingerprinting, background 
checks and extensive personal disclosures. 
   The theory is that reducing the overall number of handguns will 
somehow reduce gun crime, which is a little like saying that 
reducing the overall number of cars will reduce drunk driving. 
It’s absurd, because criminals are not deterred when a particular 
tool becomes less available. 
   Not only that, but criminals laugh at laws like S1774, because 
they don’t follow the law to begin with, and they certainly don’t 
get their guns from New Jersey dealers – only law-abiding 
citizens do, so only honest folks are impacted by the legislation. 
    Gun-rationing schemes like S1774 have been tried before in 
other states, but they have either been repealed or shown 
ineffective, since criminals bent on illegal trafficking can spread 
purchases among multiple buyers in lieu of a single buyer 
purchasing multiple guns. 
    S1774 does nothing to punish criminal behavior with guns, and 
it ignores known sources of illegal trafficking, like the FedEx 
theft ring that recently stole hundreds of handguns from legal 
shipments and distributed them in Jersey City and Newark – 
cities plagued by illegal guns. But instead of calling for laws 
mandating background checks on shipping employees who 
handle sensitive packages, or requiring special safeguards on 
those packages, the State House has chosen to target the 
constitutional rights of law-abiding citizens. 
   Discredited claim 

   The claim by supporters of S1774 that state-certified law-
abiding New Jerseyans are magically transformed into violent 

criminals and illegal gun traffickers when they buy more than one 
handgun on the same day (after waiting months for permits) has 
been thoroughly discredited and disproven. These claims are 
based on deceptive parsing of statistics and disingenuous use of 
misunderstood Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives (ATF) nomenclature to falsely characterize guns 
recovered from house fires, floods, natural disasters, estates and 
gun buybacks as “crime guns.” 
    Moreover, ATF data released for 2007, falsely cited in support 
of handgun rationing, fails to correlate New Jersey multiple 
purchases with crime gun traces, providing no evidence 
whatsoever that government-monitored multiple handgun sales in 
New Jersey result in gun crime or illegal trafficking. 
    The only publicly available ATF statistics show, irrefutably, 
that less than one-half of 1 percent of guns traced by ATF 
originated as New Jersey multiple handgun sales, which also 
means that more than 99 percent of traces originated as individual 
(not multiple) sales. 
    There simply is no evidence that licensed multiple sales in 
New Jersey are trafficked or used in crime by their purchasers, 
and objective evidence demonstrates precisely the opposite. 
   Were that true, personal data gathered in the intrusive licensing 
process would lead authorities straight to the culprits. But that 
doesn’t happen, because criminals don’t get guns that way. 
   Ironically, gun rationing schemes like S1774 effectively end the 
mandated reporting of multiple handgun sales by dealers to the 
federal authorities who investigate them. 
Losing an effective tool 
    According to a former chief of the ATF National Tracing 
Center, who testified against S1774 before a state Senate 
committee last year, ending the reporting of multiple sales 
“eliminates an important law enforcement tool in the detection 
and interdiction of possible illegal gun trafficking, and also 
makes it easier for illegal traffickers to evade detection, since 
authorities are no longer alerted to the occurrence of multiple 
sales.” 
   The outcry against S1774 by law-abiding gun owners caused 
the governor to take the unusual step of forming a task force to 
study the law’s impact on honest citizens prior to implementation. 
Public hearings are expected, but cynics worry that the process is 
an election-year stunt and that the legislation’s seriously flawed 
exemptions for dealers and collectors will not be meaningfully 
addressed. 
   Whatever the outcome, one thing is certain: This state needs 
tough laws that severely punish violent criminal behavior with 
guns, not off-target laws that restrict the constitutional rights of 
honest people instead. 
http://www.northjersey.com/news/opinions/bach_081609.html 
 
09-08-16  An African village’s armed self defense story 

    Earlier this year, self defense enabled a village in the war torn 
Congo to save itself against brutal rebels. 
The Congo (an African county that borders Sudan), is in the 
midst of a long and bloody civil war. A powerful Ugandan rebel 
group, the Lord’s Resistance Army, is especially known for 
brutality and torture.  That rebel group goes from town to town, 
and often sends torture victims from a town they have already 
sacked to the next town as a grim warning.  The town of Bangadi 
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received such a warning, including a man whose back had been 
sliced up with a machete, and warned that the rebels would soon 
arrive.  Upon hearing the news, the small police force fled the 
town, and neither the Congo military or the UN responded to the 
villagers pleas for help.  After two weeks of begging for help that 
was not forthcoming, the villagers realized they had to defend 
themselves: 
   Their community leader called a town meeting, and told 
everyone to bring whatever weapons they owned.  People showed 
up with rifles made before World War II, homemade shotguns, 
bows and poison arrows, knives, and even the wooden pestles 
that are used to pound yams into flour.  Using these weapons, the 
villagers drove off two attacks by the rebels, saving themselves 
from torture and death.  Perhaps best of all, not a single civilian 
was killed in the first repulsed attack.  Compare that with the 
hundreds of people who the rebels had killed in the previous 
weeks when they attacked other villages.  Hearing the news, 
hundreds of other villages have reportedly formed self defense 
groups. 
      This is why I support gun rights, for both Americans and for 
the world’s population as a whole.  Violent rebel groups, 
genocidal manics, and others who inflict unspeakable wrongs rely 
upon having defenseless victims.  Gun control laws ensure that 
such victims are easy targets, and certainly don’t stop the violent 
oppressors from being armed.  Hopefully this lesson will not be 
lost upon the politicians whose goals include global arms control. 
http://www.examiner.com/x-18149-SelfDefense-
Examiner~y2009m8d16-An-African-villages-armed-self-defense-
story 
 
09-08-16   How Were Social Security Numbers Given Away? 

    When Tropical Storm Chata'an struck the Federated States of 
Micronesia in 2002, the U.S. government sent 1,300 blankets, 
4,000 disposable diapers, 30 cases of sardines — and my Social 
Security number. 
   The nine digits that govern so much of Americans' identities are 
supposed to be ours for life — and only ours. But mine ended up 
linked to a Micronesian man who defaulted on a disaster loan 
from the U.S. Small Business Administration. 
   I didn't find out until March, in a letter from a debt collector 
threatening to garnish my wages if I didn't pay $7,306 in two 
days. The same could happen to an unknown number of others, 
because of a processing glitch that the U.S. Social Security 
Administration didn't even know existed and the federal 
government hasn't fixed. 
    Who is giving away American Social Security numbers to 
strangers in other lands? The answer is not so simple. 
   The problem involves three Pacific island nations, each of 
which has its own, independent Social Security Administration. 
The three — the Federated States of Micronesia, the Republic of 
the Marshall Islands and the Republic of Palau — grant defense 
rights in the region to the U.S., and in exchange receive aid, 
including grants and loans after disasters. 
    For instance, the Federal Emergency Management Agency sent 
$20 million to 9,700 people in the Federated States of Micronesia 
after the 2002 storm. The three countries together have received 
USDA housing grants and loans worth $33 million since 2000. 

   Some federal agencies collect locally-issued Social Security 
numbers from grant and loan applicants and report them to credit 
bureaus as if they were U.S. numbers, regardless of whether the 
numbers already are in use. 
   That's the beginning of the problem, which isn't identity theft 
but can create some of the same headaches when identities 
become linked in the eyes of lenders or creditors. 
    "This can really slow you down if there is a default or a history 
of bad payment," said Chris Jay Hoofnagle, director of 
information privacy programs at the Berkeley Center for Law and 
Technology. 
    The U.S. Department of Agriculture has known for years that it 
creates "overlapping" Social Security numbers when granting 
loans in the three island nations, said Donald Etes of the agency's 
rural development office in Hawaii. The office that processes 
loans is working on a fix, but there have been no software or 
policy changes yet, he said. 
   My own case — involving a Micronesian man who failed to 
repay an SBA loan — illustrates how the resulting hassles play 
out and also shows that I'm probably not alone. Of 299 people in 
Micronesia who took out SBA loans, more than 200 haven't paid 
up, increasing the odds that others have shared my experience. 
No one has a good estimate of numbers. 
    The collection agency told me the debt, though listed under 
another name, was associated with my Social Security number. 
Despite knowing I wasn't at fault, I felt my face grow hot as the 
debt collector rattled off a list of everywhere I had ever lived. 
  "You've never had any debt like this?" he pressed. "NEVER?" 
    He backed off within days, but I spent weeks calling and e-
mailing federal agencies, banks, credit bureaus and collection 
agencies in four countries and five time zones trying to untangle 
the rest. In many cases, no one could explain why it happened, 
because they weren't convinced it could happen. 
  It turns out that Social Security numbers in two of the three 
Pacific Island nations don't even have nine digits like U.S. 
numbers. They have eight, but some U.S. computers 
automatically add a zero to the front to fill in the blank. 
   Sometimes, that creates new numbers beginning with a double-
zero — just like New Hampshire's Social Security numbers, and 
Maine's. 
     Bottom line: If your U.S. number starts with 002-6, 003-9, 
005-7 or 007-8, it could match a number in Micronesia. Numbers 
that start 006-4 could match numbers in Palau. Those that start 
with 004 could match numbers in the Marshall Islands. 
   That works out to roughly 135,000 possible matches, according 
to an Associated Press comparison of the numbering systems. But 
no one knows how many actually exist. 
   Jeff Whitcomb of Keene, N.H., had no idea that public record 
databases show his Social Security number linked to someone in 
Micronesia, but he wasn't overly alarmed. As far as he knows, he 
hasn't been harmed by the connection. 
    "It seems to me it's likely an innocent mistake, but one that 
bears watching," he said. "It makes me want to most definitely do 
business with small, local financial institutions that know me, and 
not just my Social Security number." 
  Do other factors contribute to the identity sharing? 
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    The region's major financial player — the Bank of Guam — 
says it differentiates between local Social Security numbers and 
U.S. numbers, but won't say how. 
   None of the three major credit reporting agencies has any way 
to distinguish between U.S. Social Security numbers and those 
issued in the three island nations, said industry spokesman Norm 
Magnuson, who answered questions on behalf of all three 
agencies. 
  Surely the four nations' Social Security administrations were 
aware of this, right? Not a one. 
   "I thought U.S. government agencies only accepted U.S.-
assigned numbers," said Gregory Ngirmang, head of the Republic 
of Palau Social Security Administration. 
     The credit bureaus say call the Social Security Administration. 
But Social Security mainly cares about crediting wages earned by 
American workers to the right person. If that's not an issue, it's 
not their problem. 
    Social Security says try the credit bureaus, or the Federal 
Trade Commission. But the FTC investigates identity theft, and 
this isn't theft. 
   "This is the trouble consumers have. There are obvious 
questions that need answers, and they don't have to answer you," 
said Evan Hendricks, author of "Credit Scores and Credit 
Reports." "You're sort of highlighting how wrong things can go, 
and how powerless you are to do anything”. 
http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory?id=8339845 
 
09-08-15 DECENT MAN IS ON TARGET IN TIGHT SPOT 

   ON the streets and in the stores of Harlem, Charles Augusto Jr. 
is a caped crusader.  
    Elderly and unassuming, the senior is a savior to the 
neighborhood in which he spends his days. He's Clint Eastwood 
with a belly. And a credit to humanity.  
       Augusto, 72, who lives in Westchester, was working at his 
Harlem restaurant-supply company Thursday when four armed 
robbers with no scruples and even less conscience barged inside 
screaming, "Where's the money? Where's the money?"  
    They must have thought Augusto was an easy mark. They 
would be wrong.  
  Augusto's first reaction was to try to avoid confrontation.  
    "I was hoping I could have talked them out of it. I'm sorry 
they're dead, but they didn't give me any other choice," he said.  
  What happened next was something out of "Dirty Harry" 
crossed with "The Sunshine Boys."  
   The morons, evidently unhappy with the lack of money in the 
till -- Augusto told them he hadn't had a customer that day -- 
started pistol-whipping a 35-year- old employee, rifling his 
pockets and taking his $4.35.  
    This did not sit well with our hero of the moment, who was 
forced to witness a hardworking man young enough to be his son 
suffer such punishment. J.B., the victim, had worked for Augusto 
since he was 19. His eld-erly boss had to act quickly.  
   The moment the monsters lost track of Augusto, he went 
looking for a shotgun that he'd hidden away 20 years ago, 
following a robbery. He'd never used it before.  
   This gun was the last thing two of these menaces to society ever 
saw.  

   Discharging the weapon a mere three times, Augusto struck all 
four men, killing two and injuring the others. Not only is he 
righteous, but he is a good shot.  
   Some, likely, will see it differently. But Augusto had an 
absolute right to protect his property. He had a moral right to 
protect his beaten employee. And this is from a woman who 
detests guns.  
  Even so, Augusto's thoughts yesterday were with the men he 
killed.  
  "I'm sad that there are mothers and fathers who lost a son 
today," he said.  
   Augusto's actions will reverberate through the neighborhood as 
word spreads that a seeming sitting duck was willing to do what 
was necessary to protect his own. From now on, robbers will 
think twice before brutalizing other honest businessmen.  
  So here's to you, Augusto. Harlem could use a few more like 
you.  
  We all could. 
http://www.nypost.com/seven/08152009/news/columnists/decent
_man_is_on_target_in_tight_spot_184632.htm’ 
 
09-08-14   Teen accused of pulling gun on man in Harrisburg 

   A teen is accused of pulling a gun on another man during an 
argument early Thursday in the Hall Manor housing complex in 
Harrisburg, Pa., city officials said.  
    Sean A. Buckner, 19, of the first block of South 16th Street, 
was charged with disorderly conduct, harassment, carrying a 
firearm without a license, and possessing a firearm as a former 
convict. Police believe Buckner threatened the man about 12:19 
a.m. between the 16th and 17th rows of the housing complex, 
Mayor Stephen R. Reed said.  
      Buckner was arrested a short time later and taken to Dauphin 
County Prison, where bail was set at $50,000, Reed said.  
http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2009/08/teen_accuse
d_of_pulling_gun_on.html 
 
09-08-13  Do Gun Turn-In Programs Prevent Shootings? 

   Mayor Daley Announces Gun-Buying Program Will Be Held 
This Weekend 
    CHICAGO (CBS) ― While a teen struggles to survive a 
shooting, the city tries to get guns off the streets. But do gun turn-
in programs really work? Taccara Swain, 15, was shot in the head 
three times Wednesday night. Police say she is an innocent victim 
who was trying to shield a young relative from the bullets 
     It's this kind of tragedy the city of Chicago is trying to stop 
with a gun turn-in program this weekend. But are events like that 
effective? CBS 2 Political Editor Mike Flannery reports that the 
continuing carnage in our streets suggests otherwise.  
    That 15-year old was reportedly caught in gang crossfire. As 
long as gangs control hundreds of millions of dollars by selling 
illegal narcotics here, they'll always be able to buy big firepower.  
    Illinois Gun Works Owner Don Mastrianni claims that 
Chicago's program to clear its street of guns by offering to buy 
them and melt them down has probably not prevented even one 
killing.  
  "Criminals aren't going to bring in their guns," Mastrianni said.  
    When asked if any murders have been prevented, Mastrianni 
said, "No. Not at all. Not in the least."  
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   Mayor Daley today announced a new version of his long-
running gun-buying program. This weekend, those who turn in 
weapons will receive debit cards worth up to $100 in exchange 
for an assault-type weapon.  
    "Now think of that. Here's the mayor of the city of Chicago 
asking people to turn in assault weapons," Mayor Daley said. 
"We're not in Iraq. We're not in Afghanistan. We're in America. 
We're asking 'em to turn in assault weapons. What do we need an 
assault weapon in America for?"  
    Among those who doubt that Daley's decades of gun-control 
efforts have made Chicagoans any safer: a police officer. He 
talked to CBS 2's Kristyn Hartman at the scene of yesterday's 
gang crossfire that left an innocent 15-year old girl critically 
wounded.  
    When asked if gun control would keep guns away, Officer 
David Montgomery said, "No, 'cause the underground market. 
You can always get the guns. There's the underground market out 
there. What can you do about it?"  
  One thing not worth doing, according to Mastrianni, is buying 
old weapons off the street.  
   "They're not really solving any crimes, and they're not really 
preventing anything. They may think they are. And I feel for 
them, because I believe they're frustrated," Mastrianni said.  
    Frustrated doesn't begin to describe Daley's mood in the face 
of all the gun violence. He bragged today that, since 2005, the 
city's gun-buying program has led to the destruction of more than 
18,000 guns. Still, that's small comfort to the thousands of 
Chicagoans who continue to get shot each year. 
http://cbs2chicago.com/topstories/gun.turn.in.2.1127786.html 
 

09-08-13  Gun-rights groups see opportunity in hard month 

    WASHINGTON — On the surface, it looks like it's been a bad 
month for gun-rights groups. First, the Senate narrowly defeated 
an attempt to allow Americans with concealed-weapons permits 
to carry their firearms across state lines. 
    Then Second Amendment advocacy organizations pressed 
senators to oppose Supreme Court nominee Sonia Sotomayor, 
only to see more than a dozen gun-rights backers support 
President Barack Obama's choice. Despite the setbacks, however, 
there's little gloom among gun-rights advocates. 
   And the reason is simple: These tough battles are helping them 
separate politicians who are merely strong supporters of gun 
rights and those who are 100 percent allies. 
     “This is a very new sifting process that's going on, and a very 
significant one,” said Wendy Long, general counsel for the 
conservative Judicial Confirmation Network.  
    With the 2010 election season under way, gun-rights groups 
are ramping up the pressure on lawmakers to side with them on 
every vote. By telling senators that a vote for Sotomayor was a 
vote against gun rights, the National Rifle Association and other 
leading Second Amendment advocates forced a handful of 
conflicted legislators to choose between their long-standing 
support for gun rights and their potential support for the first 
Hispanic justice in U.S. Supreme Court history. 
   It is a decision that could have serious political ramifications 
next year in states as different as Texas and New York. 
    Among the Republican senators with significant Hispanic 
constituencies who chose to oppose Sotomayor were Kay Bailey 

Hutchison and John Cornyn of Texas, John McCain and Jon Kyl 
of Arizona, and John Ensign of Nevada. Hutchison and McCain 
face 2010 GOP primaries against 100 percent pro-gun opponents. 
Problems for Democrats 

   But the Sotomayor vote was particularly problematic to three 
Democratic senators who have in the past received a grade of 
“A” from the NRA and could have pro-gun Republican 
opponents next year: Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid of 
Nevada, New York's Kirsten Gillibrand and Arlen Specter of 
Pennsylvania.  
    Gillibrand and Specter face a double dose of retaliation from 
the NRA — they also opposed the concealed-carry measure. 
   Paul Helmke, president of the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun 
Violence, said the recent pressure is “an example of the NRA 
overreaching.” 
   “Extremists have hijacked the NRA agenda,” Helmke said. “I 
think most people are in the middle ground on guns. I think the 
NRA is getting pushed to the extreme.” 
Challenge for Hutchison 

    But for Hutchison, who is widely considered the more 
moderate candidate in her 2010 GOP gubernatorial primary 
against incumbent Rick Perry, the vote was an opportunity for her 
to show she was in the Republican mainstream.  
    She has long been an avid supporter of gun rights and 
intervened before the U.S. Supreme Court in an attempt to 
overturn a Washington, D.C., weapons ban. 
     Still, the Dallas Republican won't have an easy time 
persuading gun owners to abandon support for the governor. 
    “Governor Perry has been a rock-solid supporter of Second 
Amendment rights,” said Alice Tripp, legislative director of the 
Texas State Rifle Association. Then again, she acknowledged, so 
is Hutchison. 
   “Both are staunch pro-gun advocates in their respective jobs,” 
Tripp added. 
   Perry's campaign won't give an inch to Hutchison.  
   “As a gun owner and avid hunter, Governor Perry has always 
been a strong defender of the Second Amendment,” said Perry 
spokesman Mark Miner. “The governor has a Texas concealed 
handgun license and has supported legislation over the years in 
support of the right to carry arms. In 2007, Governor Perry 
advocated and signed ‘the Castle Doctrine' that allows the use of 
force to protect a person's home, vehicle, place of business or 
employment.” 
Friction with Hispanics 

   While the Supreme Court fight gave Hutchison a chance to 
cement her pro-gun reputation, it also created friction with Latino 
voters. State Rep. Trey Martinez Fischer, D-San Antonio, 
chairman of the Mexican American Legislative Caucus, said her 
attempt “to appease extreme factions” in the GOP “is sure to 
linger long after this historic achievement.” 
  But Hutchison insisted her vote is only about gun rights. 
   “It is very important to me that any appointee to the Supreme 
Court share in my conviction that the Constitution protects the 
fundamental, individual right to keep and bear arms,” she said. 
   Hutchison strongly defended her record on Latino nominees. 
“Thirty percent of the federal judges I have selected for 
nomination (to the federal bench) for Texas are Hispanic,” the 
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senator said, “and I will continue to support the most qualified 
judges irrespective of race or gender.” 
PRO-GUN LAWMAKERS ON THE SPOT 

    Senators supporting Sonia Sotomayor knew they would anger 
gun-rights groups. If they voted against her, however, they would 
disappoint many Hispanic voters. Here is how they ended up 
voting: 
   • Republicans for Sotomayor: Lamar Alexander of Tennessee, 
Lindsey Graham of South Carolina, Richard Lugar of Indiana 
   • Republicans against Sotomayor: John Ensign of Nevada, Kay 
Bailey Hutchison of Texas, John McCain of Arizona 
    • Democrats for Sotomayor: Kirsten Gillibrand of New York, 
Harry Reid of Nevada, Arlen Specter of Pennsylvania 
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/hotstories/6570562.html 
 
09-08-13  UK police investigating jewel theft find firearm 

  (AP) — LONDON - British detectives investigating the London 
heist that netted $65 million worth of jewels and watches said 
Thursday they'd recovered a loaded firearm connected to the 
crime. 
  Scotland Yard said the gun was discovered Thursday but 
declined to give any other details or divulge what kind of weapon 
it was. 
     Police say two well-dressed thieves arrived at Graff 
Diamonds' flagship store last week, produced guns, briefly took a 
member of staff hostage and then escaped in a series of getaway 
cars with dozens of high-end rings, bracelets, necklaces and 
watches carrying a retail value of 40 million pounds, or $65 
million. 
  It was one of the biggest thefts in British history. 
   Two shots were fired, although no one was hurt. It was not 
immediately clear whether the gun discovered Thursday was one 
of the weapons used in the robbery. 
    Scotland Yard also said that the cars used in the thieves' 
getaway had bogus license plates. 
    Earlier this week police release security footage of the men 
that showed the sharp-suited pair entering the store before the 
daytime robbery. 
    The Sun tabloid reported Thursday that the men in the footage 
were wearing stick-on prosthetic faces made from liquid latex, 
and that police were searching a makeup artist's studio for 
evidence. The AP could not confirm the report. 
   Scotland Yard refused to comment on the claim. 
      Latex masks, familiar to many from the "Mission Impossible" 
films starring Tom Cruise, were used by thieves in the raid on the 
Securitas cash depot in southern England in 2006. The gang 
behind that theft stole 53 million pounds in cash-thought to be the 
largest ever amount of money stolen during peacetime. 
http://www.pennlive.com/newsflash/index.ssf?/base/international-
11/125020053114000.xml&storylist=international 
 
09-08-13  Police Investigating Fatal Shooting Find 93 

Marijuana Plants 

   Police executing a search warrant Tuesday afternoon at the 
scene of a fatal shooting found a growing room and 93 marijuana 
plants in the woods around the residence. Homeowner David 
Caffas was arraigned on charges of Manufacture and Possession 
of Drug Paraphernalia and placed in Perry County Prison in lieu 

of $500,000 bail. 
     Police were first called to 481 Spring Road Tuesday morning 
for a reported shooting. They found 46 yar-old Daniel Miller, of 
Landisburg, dead from a shot to the upper body from a high-

powered air rifle. Miller and Caffas apparently had a 
confrontation that ended with Miller being shot. The 
investigation into the shooting continues. 
http://www.fox43.com/news/wpmt-pmnews-perry-potfound-8-13-
2009,0,3739063.story 
 

09-08-13  Man gets 9-23 months for killing at Super Bowl 

party   

   The Northeast Philadelphia man who accidentally shot to death 
the host of a Super Bowl party was sentenced yesterday to nine to 
23 months in prison, with immediate eligibility for work-release.  
    The sentence, which will allow Ronald Parncutt, 50, to go to 
work but sleep in county jail, also requires him to pay $300 a 
month for five years to his victim's fiancee and 5-year-old 
daughter and serve three years' probation.  
   On June 29, Parncutt pleaded guilty to misdemeanor charges of 
involuntary manslaughter, possession of an instrument of crime 
and recklessly endangering another person in the death of his 
friend and neighbor Christopher Donaghy, 27.  
    The incarceration time, which the judge said could be replaced 
by house arrest after about seven months, is a much shorter 
period than the prosecutor had wanted.  
   Assistant District Attorney Beth McCaffery asked Common 
Pleas Judge Benjamin Lerner to impose a term of 18 to 36 
months in prison followed by a lengthy probation period.  
    She argued that a sentence of house arrest, probation or work 
release would be "a slap on the wrist," especially given that the 
families of Parncutt and Donaghy live just two houses apart on 
Bleigh Avenue near Crispin Street.  
   "His reckless, grossly negligent and idiotic behavior led to Mr. 
Donaghy's death," McCaffery said before a courtroom packed 
with emotion-drenched family and friends of the victim and 
defendant.  
   His voice muffled by tears and grief, Parncutt profusely 
apologized to Donaghy's family. "I can't go to bed without seeing 
his face," he sobbed.  
  In sentencing Parncutt, a father and grandfather, Lerner said his 
job was to be "just and fair" rather than trying to satisfy both 
families.  
   He said Parncutt's clean record, his prompt decision to plead 
guilty without going to trial and that he had not set in motion the 
tragic chain of events factored into his decision.  
   Following the hearing, Parncutt's attorney, Brian McMonagle, 
said the sentence was fair. McCaffery said of Donaghy's family: 
"They would have preferred the sentence that I recommended, 
but they are not vindictive. They are satisfied."  
   The accident occurred Feb. 1 in the basement of the home that 
Donaghy shared with his fiancee, Michelle Surma.  
   Among the guests they invited over to watch the Super Bowl 
was Parncutt, with whom Donaghy regularly golfed and attended 
sporting events.  
   During the evening, Surma's brother, Christopher Surma, an 
off-duty Plymouth Township police officer, placed his personal 
Glock on the basement bar.  
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   Parncutt picked it up. Michelle screamed "No!" Parncutt 
squeezed the trigger, thinking it was not real.  
   Donaghy was struck in the spinal cord and killed. His daughter 
Christina witnessed the shooting.  
   Christopher Surma, 29, is awaiting trial on a misdemeanor 
charge of recklessly endangering another person.  
  Yesterday, Michelle Surma, 27, told the judge how losing her 
fiance had changed her.  
   "I had never been afraid of anything - I'm a strong woman. 
Now, I'm afraid of everything, including dying and leaving our 
daughter without a parent."  
http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/20090813_Man_g
ets_9-23_months_for_killing_at_Super_Bowl_party.html 
 

09-08-12   Man charged with drive-by shooting in Crafton 

Heights 

   Pittsburgh police have arrested a North Side man in connection 
with a fatal drive-by shooting in Crafton Heights. 
  Officers arrested Rodney Marshman, 18, at about 6:30 p.m. 
yesterday on Woodland Avenue in the North Side. 
  Marshman is accused of killing Dolores English, 21, Saturday 
night. English died after being shot in the leg and above the ear 
while in a car at Woodlow and Crucible streets. 
   About an hour later, at 1:04 a.m. Sunday, police were called to 
a drive-by shooting on Chartiers Avenue in nearby Chartiers City, 
where Antwon Thomas, 16, was found on the sidewalk in front of 
his home, dead from a gunshot wound to the back. 
   Police received descriptions of a green Buick Regal with fancy 
rims in both shootings. But Cmdr. Thomas Stangrecki could not 
say whether Marshman was a suspect in Thomas' shooting. 
  Stangrecki said he didn't think a vehicle had been recovered in 
Marshman's arrest. 
  "We haven't identified a suspect in (the Thomas) case," 
Stangrecki said. "We haven't ruled anyone out." 
  Marshman was arraigned this morning on charges of homicide, 
possession of a firearm by a minor, carrying a firearm without a 
license and two counts of recklessly endangering another person, 
according to a criminal complaint. 
  He is being held in the Allegheny County Jail without bond. 
   According to police, English was a passenger in a car that was 
taking her to her home at the Fairywood Apartments. When the 
driver stopped at Woodlow and Crucible streets to allow 
pedestrians to cross, a green Buick Regal approached from the 
opposite direction and gunfire erupted. 
  Police said the passengers in the car with English noticed her 
slumped over after bullets shattered the left rear window of the 
car. The driver took English to Allegheny General Hospital, 
where she was pronounced dead. A spokesman for the Allegheny 
County Medical Examiner's Office said she died of a gunshot 
wound to the head. 
  Authorities said the driver and other passengers in the car with 
English escaped injury. 
   Police obtained a search warrant against Marshman after a 
witness who was with English picked him out of a photo lineup, 
according to the criminal complaint. 
   Police said Thomas had been in the backyard of his home with 
family members just prior to his shooting and had just walked to 

the front sidewalk to talk with friends when a vehicle pulled up 
and shots were fired. 
   The medical examiner's office said Thomas died of gunshot 
wounds to the back and extremities. 
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/pittsburgh/s
_637909.html 
 
09-08-12  Active shooter's release leaves community 

speechless  

    In April 2009 the District 4 Court of the State of Wisconsin 
ordered the release of Bryan Stanley, the killer of three people in 
a church. Two doctors — both mental health experts — agreed 
that he is no danger to the public as long as he takes his 
medication. 
   24 Years Earlier  
    On a winter night in 1985 in La Crosse Wisconsin, veteran 
Officer Paul Bequette cautiously approached a lone figure hiding 
in the bushes beside St. Francis hospital. During the contact, the 
suspect became belligerent and claimed to be “the Prophet 
Elijah.” The troubled man, Bryan Stanley, threatened that he 
would call down an angel to kill Officer Bequette.  
    Officer Bequette took Stanley into custody and Stanley 
suddenly became eerily quiet. Bequette recalled that his detainee 
wore the “1000 yard stare.” Bryan Stanley’s mind was occupied 
miles from nowhere and he looked distant, dangerous, and 
deadly. It would be a contact that the Officer Bequette would 
remember the rest of his life. It may have been a life-saving 
encounter.  
   The officer placed a psychiatric hold on “Elijah,” which in 
Wisconsin is called, “a Chapter 51 Hold.” Shortly after the hold 
was placed on Bryan he was examined by a psychiatrist and 
released from the hospital. 
    Days later, Officers John Matuska and Randy Rank dealt with 
Stanley once again and came to the same conclusion. They felt 
Stanley was in need of psychiatric treatment and a danger to the 
community. For a second time in just a handful of days he was 
released by a psychiatric specialist back into the community, 
creating for a number families and an entire community an 
eternal, “If only...”  
    The Tragedy  
  Shortly after the second release, Father John Rossiter — a jovial 
Irish priest and pastor of St. Patrick’s Church in Onalaska, 
Wisconsin — answered a knock on the door of his rectory. 
Standing on the stoop was a serious looking Bryan Stanley. 
Stanley was short and direct, warning the smiling priest to stop 
allowing girls to read scriptures at mass.  
Father Rositer smiled — it was his way. He explained to Stanley 
that he would continue to allow girls to read the scripture, 
explaining, “If it’s all right with the Pope, it’s all right with me.” 
He bid the sour looking Stanley, “Good Day to you young man,” 
and shut the door. 
    After mass that day, Bryan Stanley crept quietly up behind the 
parish priest and raised a 12 gauge shotgun. He aimed carefully 
and fired, hitting Father Rossiter in the back of the head as he 
knelt before the altar, instantly killing the man. Stanley shot Ferd 
Roth Sr, a lay minister, as he came to assist Father Rossiter. 
Stanley then went on the hunt and found one other person in the 
church, William Hammes, the maintenance man for St.  Pat’s, 
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and mercilessly gunned him down. When it appeared Stanley was 
out of victims he calmly cased his shotgun and walked out of the 
church as if nothing had happened. 
    Within minutes, Bryan Stanley was spotted by a deputy a few 
blocks from the scene carrying the cased shotgun. Unaware that 
people had been killed in the church, Deputy Randy Haller of the 
La Crosse County Sheriff’s Department drew his firearm and 
shouted for the suspect to drop the weapon and get down. Stanley 
ignored Haller’s commands initially, but then slowly and 
deliberately stopped turned and began to uncase his shotgun. The 
Deputy Haller shouted one last warning, “It’s not worth it. Stop 
or I’ll blow your head off!”  
      Stanley complied with Haller’s imperative, and laid down the 
still cased weapon and went prone on the sidewalk. When the 
Deputy Haller handcuffed his captor he asked him who he was 
and was told, “I am the Prophet Elijah.” 
    Not Guilty By Reason of Mental Disease and Defect  
  The deaths shocked the community to the core. There was no 
one as beloved in Onalaska as Father Rossiter. The country had 
not yet been inundated by the post-Columbine Carnage. Law 
Enforcement training manuals did not yet contain references to 
the “active shooter.” 
    The families were devastated by the event, since none had ever 
prepared mentally for a violent end for such peace-loving people 
as Father Rossiter, Mr. Roth, and Mr. Hammes. All the families 
could hope for was justice. 
There would be no justice in the Bryan Stanley case. Psychiatric 
experts now testified that Bryan Stanley was clearly dangerous 
and so mentally ill he was not competent to understand his 
crimes, nor the proceedings against him. Bryan Stanley was 
found “Not   Guilty By Reason of Mental Disease and Defect.” 
    He was ordered to the Mendota Mental Health Facility for 
treatment. 
  As Paul Harvey Would Say, “Now for the Rest of the Story”  
     After his commitment there was a time of diagnoses and 
medication. Over the years Stanley’s attorney clamored for the 
release of Bryan Stanley. Time and time again his release was 
denied by local judges. 
   Stanley’s attorney tried once again in 2008 and La Crosse 
County Judge Ramona Gonzalez pointed to documented cases, 
when Bryan Stanley refused to take his medicine at Mendota. She 
denied his the request for release, indicating that there was no 
guarantee that if Stanley was released, he would stay on his 
medication.  
    Stanley’s attorney appealed the Judge’s decision to continue to 
protect the community from Bryan Stanley and in April of 2009 
the District 4 Court ordered his release from Mendota. Another 
court battle is brewing, because his location has been kept from 
the community for Bryan Stanley’s protection.  
    Rose Hammes, whose father was killed in St. Pat’s Church, 
was troubled by the court’s decision. She told a local newspaper 
if Stanley was to be released, “I want to know where he is.” Time 
and the courts will say whether her simple request will be 
honored. 
A Police Officer’s Father Died in That Church  
     Sgt. Ferd Roth Jr. retired recently from the La Crosse, 
Wisconsin Police Department after 29 years. His father Ferd 
Roth Sr. was killed by Bryan Stanley as he came to the aid of 

Father Rossiter. The Roth family has witnessed the relentless 
efforts by Stanley’s attorney to gain the release of Bryan Stanley. 
Sgt. Roth has listened to the statements of doctors who repeatedly 
have marveled at Stanley’s recovery, swearing that he will be of 
no danger to the community “as long as he stays on his 
medication.”  
    A long career has taught Sgt. Roth that our system of justice is 
good, but imperfect. He opined on Stanley’s release, “I didn’t 
think this day would come. He did what he did and there are no 
guarantees, by his own admission, that he will take his medicine.”  
   Sgt. Roth did not share the optimistic view of the psychiatrist 
and the District 4 court. He hoped that innocents would not be 
affected if Stanley once again stopped taking his medications. “I 
guess what I hope for is once he gets released instead of picking a 
church, next time maybe he’ll visit his attorney and his 
psychiatrist that say he is mentally competent.” 
     Prepare  
     In the news reports in the many subsequent active shooter 
incidents since Stanley’s bloody rampage, the headlines read, “8 
killed,” or “13 gunned down,” heralding the gruesome 
accomplishments of another active shooter. To the families the 
neighbors and co-workers of these victims they are not numbers. 
     Father John Rossiter, William Hammes, and Ferd Roth Sr. 
were all exemplary human beings. All who knew them were 
better for it. They are examples of the many good people who 
have died at the hands of these shooters. The kind of people a 
doctor, a lawyer, a judge, or a police officer might be called upon 
to save some day just by believing what they say and taking the 
appropriate action...  
   With the release of Bryan Stanley he becomes an extremely 
rare case of an active shooter: one who has killed and lived to be 
released back into the community where he did his killing.  
   This case invites commentary but leaves one speechless. 
Perhaps Sgt. Ferd Roth said it best, “What can you say? It is what 
it is.” 
  Stay Safe. Stay Strong. Stay positive, Stay Prepared! 
    Dan Marcou retired as a highly decorated police lieutenant and 
SWAT Commander with 33 as a police officer. He is a nationally 
recognized police trainer in many police disciplines and is a 
Master Trainer in the State of Wisconsin. He has authored two 
novels The Calling: The Making of a Veteran Cop and S.W.A.T. 
Blue Knights in Black Armor 
http://www.policeone.com/active-shooter/articles/1863600-
Active-shooters-release-leaves-community-speechless/ 
 
09-08-12   New Zealand - Gun owners must change their 

licence, or hand over their gun 

   Thousands of licensed gun owners may soon have to buy an 
expensive new safe to store their weapons, or get rid of them. 
    Police have broadened the definition of ‘military style semi-
automatic weapons’, but the gun lobby says police have acted 
simply because they do not like the look of the new style of 
weapons. 
   With more of the military style semi-automatics coming on to 
the market, police have decided to make it harder for people to 
own them. 
   “For some time now, police have observed that manufacturers 
were producing what were military style firearms in configuration 
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to suit the civilian market definition of a sporting firearm,” says 
National Arms Control Manager, Inspector Joe Green. 
 
Critics say it is too subjective. 
    They fire the same bullets, the same specifications, and are no 
more lethal than the standard sporting rifle.  
   The only difference is one requires an E category licence 
because supposedly, it looks meaner. 
“It’s just a real kick in the teeth,” says Dave Tipple of Gun City. 
“In effect the teacher is saying, ‘all you good boys, you now have 
to suffer’.” 
But Mr Green disagrees. 
“It’s not really a matter of fairness, it’s a matter of understanding 
the law,” he says. 
The change also means increased security, a cost of up to $1,000. 
    “I think there is a large groundswell of people who are really 
upset about it, and we’re concerned that we see it as an abuse of 
power,” says Mr Tipple. 
   There seems to be some confusion about what falls under the 
new classification, and police admit it will not do much to curb 
gun crime. 
   “It’s not a community safety issue, it’s an issue around 
compliance with the law and coming within the law,” says Mr 
Green. 
   Gun owners now have until March to change their licence free 
of charge, or hand over their gun 
http://www.3news.co.nz/Gun-owners-must-change-their-licence-
or-hand-over-their-
gun/tabid/423/articleID/116376/cat/238/Default.aspx 
 
09-08-12   Targets of criticism   

State cops, Steelers under fire over firearms party with assault 
guns 
  AT LEAST 14 Pittsburgh Steelers participated in a shooting 
party with Pennsylvania State Police troopers at the Greensburg 
barracks, using state police ammunition and illegal assault 
weapons from the evidence room, sources say. 
    Although the gun-fun day was three years ago, someone 
recently began circulating photographs of the pistol-packing 
players among state troopers, prompting outraged calls for an 
outside investigation. 
   Critics contend it is proof of a pattern of state police ignoring 
or covering up misbehavior by superiors. 
   "It's a state police firing range used for state police to train. 
When we're there, it's downright military," said one state police 
official, who requested anonymity. "But at this event, it's chaos. 
Everybody's throwing contraband assault weapons around like 
they're toys; it's like they're having G.I. Joe tryouts. Not only is 
this totally unethical, but it's totally illegal." 
   Lt. Myra Taylor, spokeswoman for the state police, said the 
state cops routinely host community groups for firearms-safety 
instruction. She denied that the Steelers had used firearms from 
the evidence room or that state police had issued ammo. 
   "This was a good-faith gesture to ensure that they [Steelers] 
knew how to operate firearms safely," Taylor said. "We do this 
with a number of other community groups - Boy Scouts, Girl 
Scouts, citizen police groups." 

    The photographs, a group of which were mailed anonymously 
to the Daily News, show the players using M-16s and assorted 
other rifles and handguns to shoot targets at the barracks' firing 
range while surrounded by smiling troopers, firearms instructors 
and barracks supervisors. 
    Aside from the liability land mines of allowing untrained 
civilians to blast away on a state police firing range, critics say, 
the photographs show state police supervisors used poor 
judgment in hosting the gun party: 
   * Three sources familiar with the event said some of the 
weapons wielded were confiscated illegal guns from state police 
evidence rooms. 
    However, Taylor said the firearms were "personal weapons 
owned by others," although she couldn't say who owned them. 
She also couldn't explain what appeared to be a state police 
property number or evidence tag visible on the magazine of one 
assault rifle a player holds in one photo. 
    Using firearms held for evidence could jeopardize cases and 
violates departmental policy forbidding anyone from using 
evidentiary items, sources said. 
   * The party occurred during a time when state police officials, 
seeking to trim costs, had severely restricted troopers' 
ammunition use, the sources said. At the time, troopers were 
given enough ammunition to qualify with their firearms, as 
they're required to do twice a year, but no extra to improve their 
proficiency, sources said. 
   Taylor said that no state police-issued ammunition had been 
used by the Steelers, even though two sources familiar with the 
shooting day identified it as such. In several photos, the doors to 
a range shelter where ammunition and range gear is kept stand 
wide open, and piles of state police ammunition boxes litter the 
ground. 
     * Participants also violated multiple range regulations, even as 
barracks supervisors and firearms instructors observed, sources 
said. For example, some of the Steelers fired away without ear or 
eye protection. In other photos, participants didn't heed rules 
requiring them to stand single-file on the firing line. 
   Most disturbing is a group portrait of the athletes and troopers, 
in which two players adopt gangster poses and point their 
firearms at their comrades' heads. In that image, Maj. Harvey 
Cole Jr., who was the troop's commander but who now heads 
patrol at the department's Harrisburg headquarters, stands smiling 
behind a kneeling, gun-toting Joey Porter, at the time a Steelers 
linebacker. 
   Cole didn't return a telephone message from the Daily News. 
   Taylor said the players pointing guns at each other was 
"regrettable; we would never encourage something like that." But 
she downplayed other apparent safety violations, saying 
participants did some "dry-firing" - shooting without ammunition 
- and so wouldn't necessarily need eye protection. 
   Besides Porter, players pictured included Ike Taylor, James 
Harrison, Max Starks, James Farrior, Brett Keisel and Najeh 
Davenport. Others couldn't be identified because some photos 
were grainy and others were shot from a distance. 
   The players, most of whom are at football training camp this 
week, couldn't be reached for comment. Porter and Davenport no 
longer play for the Steelers. 
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     Lt. Taylor said the "Steelers camp" requested gun-safety 
instruction, which led to the target-shooting day. 
       Steelers spokesman Dave Lockett yesterday declined to 
comment on the incident, saying: "This is the first I've been told 
of any of this." 
  A state police union official declined to comment. 
   Lt. Taylor said former Maj. Frank Monaco, now police chief in 
Plum Borough outside Pittsburgh, organized the gun party. 
Monaco couldn't be reached for comment. 
   State police superiors have several ties to last year's Super 
Bowl-winning team and to pro football. 
    Former Commissioner Col. Jeffrey Miller left the state police 
in July 2008 to direct the National Football League's strategic 
security program. Miller didn't return a call for comment. 
    Former Lt. Col. Coleman McDonough's father played for the 
Steelers in the early 1940s; the younger McDonough, now chief 
of the Mount Lebanon Police Department, said yesterday that he 
hadn't heard of the shooting party and was last stationed at 
Greensburg in 1989. 
   Several Steelers also helped raise money for slain state police 
Cpl. Joseph Pokorny's family and other officers killed in the line 
of duty. 
   The NFL has a guns and weapons policy that prohibits players 
from possessing a gun or weapon "at any time you are performing 
any service for your team or the NFL." 
    The policy does allow players to use firearms and other 
weapons for sport or protection, but says "we strongly 
recommend that you not do so. Any weapon, particularly a 
firearm, is dangerous - especially so when it is in a vehicle or 
within reach of children and others not properly trained in its 
use." 
   Some photographs show players milling around the firing range 
carrying firearms, with children - reportedly the offspring of 
some troopers - nearby. 
   At the Daily News' request, a National Rifle Association-
certified training counselor and firearms instructor examined the 
photographs and detected multiple "dumb and dangerous" safety 
violations. 
    "The photos show generally unsafe gun-handling techniques," 
said Paul Raynolds, a chief range-safety officer from North 
Jersey. "The players look to be poorly supervised. Basic firearm-
safety rules are not being followed." 
   One "sacrosanct" gun-safety rule ignored in the photos is the 
safe-direction rule, Raynolds said. 
    "It doesn't matter if a gun is loaded or not; all guns are to be 
treated as if they're loaded at all times. So whenever you're 
handling a gun, it should always be pointed in a safe direction - 
unless you are getting ready to shoot somebody," Raynolds said. 
   "Here," he added, referring to the group portrait, "you have [a 
player] pointing this straight at his [another player's] skull. [Other 
players] are pointing the gun directly at the other guy and the 
cameraman. That's just negligent beyond belief." 
   Further, visitors to a firing range should not handle firearms 
anywhere but at the firing line, Raynolds said. In the 
photographs, players stroll around the range with firearms in 
hand, aimed in multiple directions. 
   Raynolds laid responsibility for the unsafe gun-handling 
techniques on the state police. 

   "[Each player] is at a police range. He's with police officers. He 
has to assume that whatever he's doing is OK, unless he's told 
otherwise," Raynolds said. "All they're [police] doing is teaching 
them bad habits - and potentially endangering them, because what 
if there's a round left in the chamber?" 
    Ralph Cindrich is a former professional football player and 
current sports agent who advises his clients - who include Farrior 
- not to carry guns. 
    While he agrees the safe-direction rule is inviolable, he said 
the Steelers' outing to the Greensburg barracks is "of low 
concern." 
    "They were at a shooting range with the trained professionals 
of the state police. The benefits of these players taking time to 
communicate with and learn from law enforcement far outweighs 
any one mishap that may have occurred there," said Cindrich, 
who played for the New England Patriots and the Houston Oilers. 
  Others weren't so understanding. 
    "These are not play toys; these are not the type of things you 
take a bunch of untrained guys out to play with," said civil-rights 
attorney Don Bailey, who has several lawsuits pending against 
the state police. "What if someone had gotten hurt? There needs 
to be a grand-jury investigation into the conduct and affairs of the 
Pennsylvania State Police's top leaders." 
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/homepage/20090812_TARG
ETS_OF_CRITICISM.html 
 

09-08-11 South Africa - Mthethwa in gun 

registration talks 

   The Freedom Front Plus says it is talking to Police Minister 
Nathi Mthethwa about allowing firearm owners who failed to re-
register their weapons earlier this year, as required by law, an 
opportunity to do so. 
  In terms of the Firearms Control Act, gun owners had until 
March 31 this year to re-register. This deadline was later 
extended to June 30. 
   FF Plus police spokesperson Pieter Groenewald said in a 
statement on Tuesday that there were "serious problems" with the 
re-registration process. 
   Written responses his party had received from the minister, in 
reply to parliamentary questions it had posed, indicated 881,136 
applications for the renewal of firearm licenses had been received 
by February this year. 
"If the 125 716 voluntarily submitted firearms are added to this 
figure, the total adds up to one million (1 006 852) firearms. 
   "If it is taken into account that there are nearly four million 
legal firearm owners in South Africa, there are still three million 
firearms for which applications for re-registration of firearms still 
have to be submitted. 
    "This figure shows that the minister will have to allow further 
re-registration of firearms. The Freedom Front Plus is already 
busy with talks with the minister about this," Groenewald said. 
  Contacted for comment, ministry spokesperson Hangwani 
Mulaudzi confirmed talks were underway. 
   "There are discussions going on," he told Sapa, saying more 
information would be made available over the next week or two. 
   Groenewald also welcomed the police's seizure of more than 
100 000 illegal firearms over the past five years. 
    "According to the answer of the minister, the police... in the 



 
 

Page 68

period between July 1, 2004, when the act came into effect, until 
June 30 [this year], seized 104 880 illegal firearms. 
      "If it is taken into consideration that 33 823 of these firearms 
were handed in during the amnesty period - between January 1 
and June 30, 2005 - it would be in the interest of the minister to 
once again allow for such an amnesty period," he said. - Sapa 
http://www.iol.co.za/index.php?set_id=1&click_id=139&art_id=
nw20090811162606145C537086 
 

09-08-11 Senators need to simplify concealed-carry rules 

HAYES —     No matter how many bills are considered in 
Congress, there always will be two distinct camps of gun-owners 
in America.  
   There will be responsible citizens who abide by the law, and 
there will be criminals whose actions will not be guided by the 
law. That’s just the way it is.  
   But it never will prevent national lawmakers and lobbyists from 
tackling weapons legislation on a regular basis.  
   (A recent) argument was whether to allow properly permitted 
concealed-carry gun owners to tote their weapons in any of the 48 
states that allow concealed carry. The measure received a solid 
majority of support in the Senate — 58-39 — but two votes shy 
of the 60 needed to add the measure to a defense bill.  
  Naturally, gun-control advocates were elated; gun-rights groups 
were disappointed.  
    We’re not sure of all the hullaballoo, however. Currently, if a 
Kansas gun-owner obtains a permit for concealed carry, that 
same permit allows them to carry in a number of other states, as 
well. If the same person obtains an identical permit from Utah, 
that permit covers the rest of the 48 states already allowing 
concealed carry.  
   So all this measure would have done was eliminate one of the 
two permits needed and, in the process, simplified the process. It 
wouldn’t have changed the fact each state — and each local 
jurisdiction, for that matter — can set its own rules for concealed 
carry. In some places, one has to have a gun in the trunk. Others 
allow it in the glove compartment.  
   Responsible gun owners already are aware of the variances in 
laws — and follow them. And like we mentioned already, 
criminals couldn’t care less what any law states.  
   This issue will be back. We would encourage at least two more 
senators to get on board by the time for a common-sense decision 
to simplify concealed-carry rules. 
http://www.thekansan.com/opinions/x769897561/Senators-need-
to-simplify-concealed-carry-rules 
 
 

 

09-08-11 Federal marshals arrest suspect in May shooting 

death of Harrisburg college student 

   U.S. marshals have arrested a man wanted in connection with 
the May 5 shooting of a Harrisburg University freshman. 
Marshals arrested shooting suspect Ronald Burton in Queens, 
N.Y., today. Burton, 29, is a suspect in the shooting death of 
Brandon Granthon, 27.  
Granthon was found in the 1100 block of Mulberry Street with a 
gunshot wound to the chest.   He died at Harrisburg Hospital 
from his injuries. Last month, Harrisburg police said they found 

cocaine on Granthon 's body, and Mayor Stephen R. Reed 
described the killing as a drug deal gone awry. 
    On July 9, Harrisburg Police obtained an arrest warrant for 
Burton and charged him with one count each of homicide, 
criminal conspiracy, reckless endangerment, carrying a firearm 
without a license, possession, use of a firearm and 
delivery/possession with intent to deliver a controlled substance. 
Burton had also been wanted on a parole violation from a 2003 
case where he was convicted of aggravated assault, carrying a 
firearm without a license and felon in possession of a firearm. 
    The marshals said over the last two weeks, a series of sources 
pointed to Burton's presence in the New York City area. Early 
this morning, marshals and members of the U.S. Marshal 
Service's New York/New Jersey Regional Fugitive Task Force 
found Burton at a home on 128th Street in the Richmond Hill 
section of south-central Queens. 
      Marshals said Burton did not resist arrest. He will be 
scheduled for a court appearance before a New York judge and 
an extradition hearing to Harrisburg. 
A second man, who has yet to be identified, is also wanted in 
connection with Granthon's shooting. 
http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2009/08/us_marshal
s_arrest_suspect_in.html 
 

09-08-11 Woman Charged In Shooting Of Brother   

   An Iowa man is on life support at an Omaha hospital after his 
sister accidentally shot him in the head, investigators said. 
  Investigators were called to 17022 Allis Road in Council Bluffs. 
They saw evidence of a shooting and learned that Chad Brannen 
had been taken to a hospital. 
  Investigators said Elizabeth Brannen confronted her brother 
when she saw him handling the weapon in the house. Chad 
Brannen said the gun was loaded with only blanks. 
   He then fired the gun in the living room to prove it, 
investigators said. After he fired, he handed the gun to his sister, 
telling her to fire it for herself. She aimed the gun at his head and 
pulled the trigger, firing a live round that hit him in the forehead, 
investigators said. 
   Elizabeth Brannen drove her brother to Jennie Edmundson 
hospital, where he was transferred to the Nebraska Medical 
Center. 
  Elizabeth Brannen is charged with reckless use of a firearm. 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/32364716 
 

09-08-11  Owner of Monroe gun range says Snohomish 

County's fines are unfair 

  Everett, Wash. MONROE — The owner of a private gun range 
says he’s being unfairly singled out by Snohomish County for 
hosting marksmanship classes that brought him no profit. 
   In the eyes of county officials, he broke the law by accepting 
entry fees. They told him to stop or face stiff fines. 
    Jim Faire halted the classes, but he hasn’t given up the fight. 
He’s appealing his case to the county hearing examiner next 
month. This weekend, Faire and his allies are holding a benefit to 
help pay legal costs. 
  “It’s selective enforcement,” he said. 
  County officials began investigating in December after a 
neighbor complained about target shooting at Faire’s property on 
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Ben Howard Road. Faire said the marksmanship classes began in 
2006, but that he and his brother have been shooting at the 
property since the 1960s. 
   Code-enforcement officials said he was allowed to shoot as 
long as it remained private. They closed the original file in 
March. 
    “I was under the understanding that everything was OK,” Faire 
said. 
  In April, county officials re-opened the file after learning about 
a Web site advertising monthly marksmanship classes at Faire’s 
property. Participants paid $50 for one day or $80 for two days. 
    Meanwhile, the range earlier this year caught the attention of 
federal authorities. In court papers filed in May, an FBI agent 
said Faire’s range was known as the “Militia Training Center.” 
He described it as being frequented by members of anti-
government groups. The papers were filed in support of federal 
weapons charges against a felon with a history of anti-
government activism. 
    Faire said the “Militia Training Center” name was an inside 
joke. The only training events taking place were Appleseed 
shoots affiliated with the Morehead, Ky.-based Revolutionary 
War Veterans Association. 
   The group is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit that promotes firearms 
training and the accomplishments of American soldiers in the 
War of Independence. 
   Entry fees collected for Appleseed shoots only covered costs, 
Faire said. Expert firearms instructors volunteered teaching time. 
The largest number of people that ever attended was 17. 
   In the county’s eyes, the key issue was that money changed 
hands, not the lack of profit. 
   “If you’re charging people to come to your property, then it’s 
commercial,” county inspection and enforcement manager Mike 
McCrary said. 
   On June 4, county inspectors gave Faire a violation notice. It 
accused him of operating a commercial shooting range and of 
excavating more than 100 cubic yards of dirt to create a berm. 
Two additional alleged violations applied because the berm is in 
the Skykomish River floodway. 
   The maximum penalty per violation was $25,000. Because the 
area is considered a rural shoreline, each fine could triple. 
   Faire said he fears total fines could top $200,000. 
   Such a high penalty would be far-fetched, McCrary said. No 
fine will apply if Faire stops holding the classes and gets the right 
permits for the berm, he said. 
     “It’s highly unlikely that it could ever get to that as long as he 
is cooperating and working with us,” he said. 
    Faire said he would like to see that in writing. His appeal 
before a county hearing examiner is scheduled for 1 p.m. Sept. 
17. 
    A benefit for his legal expenses and supportive conservative 
political groups is scheduled from 2 to 8 p.m. Sunday at 
Normanna Hall Lodge, 2725 Oakes Ave. in Everett. The James 
Faire Defense Page, www.jefferson walk.org, advertises dancing, 
live music and a gun auction. 
    It also suggests that Faire is the focus of a possible conspiracy 
involving county officials, federal agents and the news media. 
    Rural shooting ranges are in danger of closing throughout the 
country as urban and suburban growth pushes closer, according 

to the National Rifle Association. 
   “This is something that we are hearing around the country, 
particularly … in the western U.S.,” NRA spokeswoman Alexa 
Fritts said. 
 
     Most states have laws to protect existing ranges as 
neighborhoods grow around them, Fritts said. Washington is one 
of the few states that doesn’t. She said former governors Mike 
Lowry and Gary Locke both vetoed range-protection bills. 
http://www.heraldnet.com/article/20090811/NEWS01/70811987
6/1005/BIZ 
 

09-08-11   Home invasion, 2 shootings in Lancaster 

   Two people with sheets over their faces and carrying at least 
one gun — an assault-style weapon — invaded a city home while 
residents were inside early today, police said. 
  City police responded to a 4:58 a.m. call of a robbery in the 400 
block of South Shippen Street. 
   "A subject or subjects with a weapon entered and stole items 
from a residence," city police Lt. Todd Umstead said. "There was 
at least one gun. No shots were fired. 
  "It does appear there was more than one person who entered," 
he said. "There was at least one weapon." 
  Umstead did not confirm or deny an earlier police report that a 
gun involved was an "assault-style weapon." 
  No one was hurt in the incident, he said. 
   Less than an hour after the home invasion call, at 5:46 a.m., city 
police  were dispatched to the 300 block of East Orange Street — 
about six blocks from the home invasion — for a shooting, 
Umstead said. 
   Police found a male victim inside a residence in very critical 
condition and he was transported to an area hospital, he said. 
   At 6:30 a.m., police received a report of "shots fired" a block 
away, in the area of East Orange and North Plum streets, 
Umstead said. 
  Police found a male victim laying along the street with a 
gunshot wound to his back, police said. 
  He was taken to an area hospital and was also in very critical 
condition, Umstead said. 
   "We called in every available detective and they are 
interviewing and trying to track down witnesses," he said of 
efforts to solve the crimes.    
Police don't know if any of the incidents are related, he said. 
 http://articles.lancasteronline.com/local/4/240871 
 
09-08-10  17-year-old charged in shooting on Carnation 

Street, Harrisburg 

Harrisburg police charged three people in several unrelated 
crimes involving guns and seized two firearms, Mayor Stephen 
R. Reed said Monday.  
     Terrance McMullen, 17, of the 700 block of North 18th 
Street, was charged with seven counts of recklessly endangering 
another person and one count of attempted homicide, carrying a 
firearm without a license, and illegal possession of a firearm in 
connection with an incident at 9:26 p.m. A    ug. 3 in the 1700 
block of Carnation Street, said spokesman Matthew Coulter. 
      McMullen was accused of shooting at people as he rode his 
bike into the block, resulting in one person being injured after 
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being struck in the buttocks by gunfire, Coulter said. McMullen 
was charged and placed in Dauphin County Prison in lieu of 
$250,000 bail.  
http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2009/08/harrisburg_
police_charge_three.html 
 

09-08-10  Harrisburg man charged with firearm, drug 

violations 

   Shaheem Bradley, 19, of the first block of North 18th Street, 
Harrisburg, was charged with carrying a firearm without a license 
and multiple drug and traffic violations after a traffic stop near 
the 22 Row of Hall Manor at 1:18 a.m.,Sunday, according to the 
Harrisburg mayor's office.  
   Drugs and a handgun were seized after a search of the vehicle, 
city spokesman Matthew Coulter said.  
    Bradley was placed in Dauphin County Prison in lieu of 
$10,000 bail. 
http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2009/08/harrisburg_
man_charged_with_fi.html 
 

09-08-10  Man tossed gun as he fled from vehicle, Harrisburg 

police say 

   Zachary McClain, 21, of the 1900 block of Swatara Street, 
Harrisburg, was charged with carrying a firearm without a license 
after he fled from a vehicle that ran a stop sign in the 1900 block 
of Swatara Street at 4:05 p.m. Sunday, according to the mayor's 
office.  
      Authorities said McClain tossed away a handgun as he ran. 
He was caught and the gun recovered, police said. McClain was 
placed in Dauphin County Prison in lieu of $250,000 bail.  
http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2009/08/man_tossed
_gun_as_he_fled_from.html 
 
Look at his rap record: 
http://ujsportal.pacourts.us/DocketSheets/MDJ.aspx 
Over 15 arrests, including a kidnapping charge, several 
harassment charges  
 
Kim grab this one for files 
09-08-10 Casing-code issues snag handgun law 

     SACRAMENTO – Two years after California passed a novel 
law requiring the next generation of semiautomatic handguns to 
leave a microscopic identifying code on shell casings, the 
controversial technology appears no closer to being introduced 
here or anywhere else.  
    California Attorney General Jerry Brown has not certified the 
law, which is required before it can take effect as scheduled on 
Jan. 1, and his aides could not say when that may happen.  
     Other states expected to follow California's lead instead have 
pulled back, waiting in some cases to see what happens here. 
Similar federal legislation has failed to find any political traction.  
     Gun manufacturers continue to question the readiness and 
potential cost of the technology, known as microstamping or 
ballistic tagging. Regardless, they say, other safety standards 
unique to California are stopping most companies from 
introducing handgun models here.  
     “I have no reason to believe there is any major manufacturer 
that is going to incur the millions and millions of dollars in costs 

to implement microstamping for new models introduced in 
California,” said Larry Keane, senior vice president of the 
National Shooting Sports Foundation, an industry trade 
association.  
    “They will simply sell the models that are on the (approved) 
list now. New models going forward will be barred from the 
California market, which is already happening,” he said.  
   The inventor of the microstamping technology and those who 
pushed the California law say any impediments to implementing 
the first-in-the-nation statute will be resolved soon.  
    “This is going to be implemented in January, and there won't 
be any bumps in the road,” said Assemblyman Mike Feuer, a Los 
Angeles Democrat who carried the legislation for the Brady 
Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence.  
    “I remain confident,” Feuer continued, “that it is in fact going 
to become not only the law in other states, but the law of the 
land.”  
    Feuer's bill, AB 1471 of 2007, requires all new models of 
semiautomatic handguns sold in California after Jan. 1 to be 
equipped with a microscopic array of characters that identify the 
gun's make, model and serial number.  
    The tiny characters must be etched in at least two places – the 
tip of the firing pin and one other location – within the firearm 
and positioned so that they transfer onto each cartridge as it is 
fired.  
   Gun-control advocates say the technology could have a 
profound impact on fighting crime. Most homicides in California 
are committed with handguns and most handguns sold in the state 
are semiautomatics.  
   But the limited application of the law, even if everything goes 
smoothly, does not figure to be felt for years.  
    The statute covers only new models of semiautomatic 
handguns approved for sale after its effective date. That excludes 
1,326 different types of handguns legal for sale in California. 
Revolvers, which do not discharge shell casings, also are not 
covered.  
    The microstamping process was invented 15 years ago by 
Todd Lizotte, a New Hampshire engineer who patented the 
process under the trademark NanoMark Technologies. Because 
the technology was available nowhere else, the Legislature 
required the attorney general to certify that it was available “to 
more than one (gun) manufacturer unencumbered by any patent 
restrictions.”  
   That hasn't happened yet.  
   “We're continuing to review the legislation, but the certification 
requirements have not yet been met,” Christine Gasparac, the 
attorney general's press secretary, said last week.  
The relevant patents are not yet in the public domain, Gasparac 
explained.  
    “Nothing can move forward until the patent issue has been 
resolved,” she said.  
    Lizotte, the inventor, said from the outset that he was willing to 
provide a royalty-free license for gun manufacturers. Such a 
license would have allowed him to retain the patent rights for 
other applications.  
   But that did not satisfy the firearms industry nor apparently the 
state's attorneys.  
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   In an interview last week, Lizotte said he recently decided to 
abandon at least four of the patents involved.  
   “We worked with the (state's) attorneys,” he said. “They told us 
exactly what we needed to do to meet the guidelines and we've 
done that.”  
   The patents may have been abandoned, said Gasparac, the 
attorney general's press secretary, “but our office is not aware of 
that.”  
    Feuer, the assemblyman who carried the bill, requested and 
was granted a meeting with the attorney general last month. 
Afterward, he said he believes the certification process will be 
done soon.  
    That came as a surprise to representatives of the firearms 
industry, who said they have not been invited to any stakeholder 
sessions, as they normally are when the state develops regulations 
for major new gun laws.  
    In the two years since California embraced microstamping, 
seven other states have considered similar legislation. A proposed 
national law also was introduced in Congress. But only the 
District of Columbia has passed a microstamping law.  
    But even if the attorney general certifies the measure, gun 
makers say it's uncertain when the internal coding may be added 
to firearms, if ever.  
    Many firearms companies are struggling to comply with 
California's 2006 mandate that all new handgun models include a 
loaded chamber indicator and a mechanism that prevents firing 
when a magazine is removed.  
   In the more than three years since, just one new semiautomatic 
model has been approved by the state. Two others are pending, 
Gasparac said.  
    Sturm, Ruger & Co. Inc. is the only gun maker to date that has 
overcome that hurdle. The company's general counsel said he has 
“grave concerns” about whether microstamping is feasible.  
   “The problem I have with this is it can't be done,” said Kevin 
Reid, Ruger's general counsel. “The legislation says it has to 
work 100 percent of the time and there is nobody, nobody 
including Todd Lizotte himself, who would say it will always 
work.”  
    Several studies, including one done by the University of 
California Davis, have concluded the process needs further 
review, that it appears to work better on some guns than others.  
    But Lizotte, the inventor, argued that even in situations where 
only a partial code may be legible, it could still be invaluable – 
much like a partial fingerprint or license plate number – in 
cracking a crime.  
  For Feuer, the time has come to move past the debate and 
implement the law.  
   “The bottom line is this technology is going to help put 
criminals behind bars,” he said. “We should do it.”  
http://www3.signonsandiego.com/stories/2009/aug/10/1n10gunco
des235322-casing-code-issues-snag-handgun/ 
 
09-08-10  Brady Campaign misrepresents ATF data to 

promote 'more guns, more crime' message 

   The Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence, America’s 
preeminent gun control organization, recently issued a report 
suggesting that states with “weak gun laws” are the nation’s 

major sources of “crime guns.” But as with other Brady reports, a 
deeper examination is in order before accepting their conclusions. 
Curious turnaround 

    Earlier this year, the Brady Campaign claimed that the Tiahrt 
Amendment restricted law enforcement from accessing ATF trace 
data: 
     The so-called Tiahrt Amendment (named after Congressman 
Todd Tiahrt of Kansas) includes several riders attached annually 
to Justice Department appropriations legislation since 2004 that 
make it harder for law enforcement to prevent gun violence. They 
should be repealed. 
    In this new press release, Brady uses “ATF crime gun trace 
data” as a reliable source upon which to base their conclusion 
that: 
      Gun dealers in states with weak gun laws supply guns to 
criminals in other states at a rate more than five times higher than 
dealers in states with stronger gun laws, according to a Brady 
Center to Prevent Gun Violence analysis of newly released ATF 
crime gun trace data. 
     Apparently, the Brady Campaign has decided that law 
enforcement does have sufficient access to ATF trace data, and 
that this data helps Brady to “prevent gun violence” by citing it in 
their publications. 
    The ATF data indicates that there appears to be few, if any, 
restrictions on trace requests. 
    In 2008, there were 245,691 total traces from U.S. law 
enforcement agencies, a 6.2% increase over the 231,421 trace 
requests in 2007. 
     Law enforcement submitted requests for a variety of reasons. 
Weapons possession was the most frequent: 63,281 or 25.8% of 
the total. There were 7,957 homicide-related requests (3.2%), 
26,841 were drug-related (10.9%), 6,955 requests were tied to 
aggravated assaults (2.8%), and 4,901 (2.0%) were related to 
robberies.* 
    But trace requests occurred for many reasons, including 
property crimes (3,309), health/safety (9,388), and many others. 
  ATF reality 

     After researching the ATF trace reports extensively, Brady 
claims the data “proves” that there is significant gun trafficking, 
as noted in the quote above claiming that “gun dealers in states 
with weak gun laws supply [most of the] guns to criminals.” 
    But their conclusion doesn’t concur with what the ATF says 
about their firearms trace reports. Curiously, Brady ignored page 
2 of each state’s report, which notes: 
·      “Law enforcement agencies may request firearms traces for 
any reason, and those reasons are not necessarily reported to the 
Federal Government. Not all firearms used in crime are traced 
and not all firearms traced are used in crime.” 
·      “Firearms selected for tracing are not chosen for purposes of 
determining which types, makes or models of firearms are used 
for illicit purposes. The firearms selected do not constitute a 
random sample and should not be considered representative of 
the larger universe of all firearms used by criminals, or any subset 
of that universe.” [Emphasis added] 
    In other words, the ATF cautions that: 
·      There is no relationship between reported trace data and 
patterns of gun usage in crime. 
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·      The trace data is not a scientific sample that can be 
extrapolated to prove anything about criminal usage of firearms. 
Only 8 traces–0.004% of all requests listed by category–were 
specifically for weapons trafficking. It seems reasonable that 
since law enforcement has the freedom to request traces for any 
or NO reason, major concerns over firearms trafficking would 
have generated more of these requests. 
Most importantly, there is no requirement to list a reason for the 
request: 10,137 trace requests provided no reason (4.9% of all 
listed by category). Nor is a crime necessarily linked to the 
request: 21,786 (10.5%) were for firearms “found” by police. 
Bottom line: 
·      Police have broad freedom to request firearm traces. 
·      Trace requests are not necessarily linked to a crime. 
·      The ATF data provides no conclusive evidence that guns 
originating in one state are used in crime in any state. 
Next, we will examine how Brady ignores bias in the trace data, 
and other hidden truths that render their conclusions dangerously 
unreliable, from the public policy perspective. 
* These numbers are probably low. ATF reports only display the 
9-12 most common request types for each state, combining the 
rest into the “other” category. 
Previously, we examined how the Brady Campaign misused the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) 
data to manufacture conclusions that the ATF itself says are false. 
But Brady’s report contains additional errors and hides important 
truths. Let’s examine the following statement: 
Georgia led the states with the highest total number of crime gun 
exports, not adjusted for population.  Florida had the second 
highest total number of crime gun exports, followed by Virginia, 
Texas and Indiana.  All five states have weak gun laws making it 
easy for criminals to get firearms, scoring fewer than 20 out of 
100 on the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence 2008 state 
scorecard. 
Brady’s definition of “crime gun exports” is the difference 
between the total traces requested by law enforcement in one 
state and the number of traces from other states where the gun 
was originally sold in that state. For example, there were 8,535 
traces requested in 2008 for guns originally sold by a Georgia 
gun store. Georgia law enforcement requested 5,683 of these; 
other states requested 2,852. Thus, Brady claims that Georgia 
“led the states” with 2,852 “crime gun exports.” 
There are two problems with Brady’s premise. 
    First, as noted in Part 1, not all traces were related to crime. Of 
all traces for which the category can be derived from the ATF 
reports (207,504), only 19,813 traces (9.5% of total) were linked 
to violent crime (aggravated assault, murder, robbery). However, 
law enforcement requested 21,786 traces (10.5%) for the 
category of “firearm found” and 10,137 (4.9%) for “none 
provided.” 
     Second, each state’s report includes “Time-to-Crime” data on 
page 7. On page 9, the ATF states: “Time-to-Crime was 
calculated for those traces in which the purchase date could be 
subtracted from the recovery date.” 
   (Note: “Time-to-Crime” is a misleading appellation, because 
the ATF also notes it “Includes same criteria as Total Number of 
Firearms Recovered and Traced.” This means that an unidentified 

number of traces in this category were for guns that were not used 
in crime. A better name would have been “Time-to-Trace.”) 
     The ATF notes that the national Time-to-Crime average is 
10.39 years. Since it takes over 10 years for a gun bought in one 
state to end up being traced in another, there is no way to know 
why and how the gun traveled. 
   The Census Bureau noted in their Domestic Migration Flows 
report for 2005 that over 7 million people moved to different 
states in the previous year. This means that over a 10 year period, 
it is possible that over 50 million people–and their guns–moved 
to different states. 
    Instead of addressing these points, Brady assumes that guns 
always travel to other states for criminal reasons. But with over 
10 years between initial sale and trace request, ATF trace data 
provides scant evidence of black market demands moving stolen 
guns across state lines. 
‘Strong gun laws,’ more crime 

    As noted above, Brady believes that states with the most 
“crime gun exports” have “weak gun laws.” 
    The 2008 FBI crime data won’t be available until September 
2009. But since only five states had slight changes (2 points) 
from their 2007 scores, we will use the 2007 data here. 
     According to Brady, states scoring less than 20 on their 100-
point grading system have “weak gun laws.” After cross-
referencing Brady scores with FBI crime data, it turns out these 
states also have less violent crime. 
Table 1: Brady Score Versus Violent Crime 
Category Brady 

Score 
Violent Crime 
Rate 

Murder 
Rate 

Brady Score 20+ 46.1 511.4 6.7 
Brady Score <20 8.9 395.6 4.8 
Percent 
Difference 

-80.6 -22.6 -28.1 

  
   Separated out by Brady’s criteria, “weak gun law” states 
averaged 22.6% lower violent crime and 28.1% lower murder 
rates. 
    Brady claims: “weak gun laws [make] it easy for criminals to 
get firearms.” Then why aren’t these alleged criminals doing their 
“job”? 
     Brady alleges that “weak gun laws” place us at risk, but they: 
·      Misused ATF firearms trace data to “prove” that states with 
“weak gun laws” contribute to “gun trafficking.” 
·      Used their own scorecard criteria to show that these states 
are safer. 
Once again, Brady proves that the most sensible gun law ever 
written was the Second Amendment. 
http://www.examiner.com/x-2879-Austin-Gun-Rights-
Examiner~y2009m8d10-Brady-Campaign-misrepresents-ATF-
data-to-promote-more-guns-more-crime-message 
 

09-08-10  Gabrielle Giffords Town Hall: Gun Left Behind  

    Town hall disruptions around the country have led to some 
outbreaks of violence. Unions participating in town halls have 
received death threats. At an event held by Rep. Gabrielle 
Giffords (D-Ariz.) last week, the threat of violence led her aides 
to call the police after one attendee dropped a gun.  
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      "Yelling and screaming is counterproductive," she told the 
Sierra Vista Herald at a Congress on Your Corner event last 
week. There, one visitor dropped a gun at the meet n' greet held 
in a Douglas Safeway, her staff says.  
    That has aides, who called police to the event, concerned for 
her safety. 
  "We have never felt the need before to notify law enforcement 
when we hold these events," said spokesman C.J. Karamargin.  
      One of the callers to the Service Employees International 
Union said, "I suggest you tell your people to calm down, act like 
American citizens, and stop trying to repress people's First 
Amendment rights... That, or you all are gonna come up against 
the Second Amendment." 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2009/08/10/gabrielle-giffords-
town-h_n_255656.html 
 
09-08-10  The fight over the Second Amendment 

U.S. Rep. Adrian Smith  
...the right of the people to keep and bear arms, shall not be 

infringed. -- Amendment II  

  Those 14 words, perhaps more than any others in the U.S. 
Constitution, have inspired discussions, arguments and legal 
debates for years and years.  
   Now, legislation introduced in January by Rep. Bobby Rush 
(D-IL) and lingering in the House Judiciary Committee has 
stirred up emotions on both sides of the gun control issue and 
once again brought these words into the spotlight.  
   Rush's bill, the Blair Holt's Firearm Licensing and Record of 
Sale Act (H.R. 45), establishes a federal licensing and 
registration regime under the direction of the U.S. Attorney 
General and would make it a criminal act not to register as an 
owner of a firearm.  
  The bill will also:  
   · Establish a federal licensing requirement for ownership of 
handguns and semiautomatic weapons, not including antiques, 
with application requirements which include a photograph of the 
gun owner, fingerprinting of the gun owner, a current address, a 
completed, written firearms safety test, and private mental health 
records. These licenses must be renewed every five years;  
   · Create a federal registration database for handguns and 
semiautomatics to which every new sale or transfer -- including 
transfers among private individuals -- in America must be 
reported within 14 days;  
   · Require a background check to be performed in any transfer 
of guns and provides penalties of up to two years in jail for 
failure to comply with any licensing or background check 
requirements.  
   · Establish penalties of up to 10 years for parents whose 
children gain access to their firearms unless they meet certain 
federally-established requirements.  
    It should be noted there are already federally required 
background checks for purchasing weapons. A government 
database of all gun owners or longer waiting periods will not 
keep criminals from getting their hands on a gun.  
    Furthermore, this bill does nothing to curb the criminals who 
would use handguns to commit a crime. Just the opposite -- it 
would turn law-abiding citizens into lawbreakers for overlooking 
one of many forms or address verification.  

     Any bill which would require photographing and 
fingerprinting for simply possessing a firearm flies in the face of 
our constitutionally guaranteed freedoms.  
   The Second Amendment to the United States Constitution 
guarantees -- and as the U.S. Supreme Court definitively ruled in 
District of Columbia v Heller -- the American people have the 
right to keep and bear arms.  
    As a member of the National Rifle Association and the 
Congressional Sportsmen's Caucus, I will work with my 
colleagues in the House of Representatives to promote legislation 
protecting our constitutional rights and oppose legislation, such 
as H.R. 45, which restricts such rights.  
   We need to work harder to ensure the safety of our citizens, but 
we must do so in a way which protects our Constitutionally-
guaranteed rights.  
   Our country's founding fathers understood how important the 
principle of the Second Amendment is in ensuring our basic 
freedoms. They had faith in the citizens of America. We should 
have the same faith in our fellow countrymen today.  
http://www.mccookgazette.com/story/1561009.html 
 
09-08-09 Fremont marksman doesn't let disease stop him 

   Fremont marksman Greg Drown has fired his way to a national 
championship at Camp Perry in the difficult discipline of three-
position smallbore or .22 rifle, and he did it from a wheelchair.  
    Drown, who copes with multiple sclerosis, scored 1195-73X 
out of a possible 1200 among 324 competitors to win the any-
sight smallbore competition in what is called "3P" - standing, 
kneeling and prone positions. Any-sight is half of the overall 
three-position championship, which derives from combined 
scores of metallic-sight and any-sight events.  
     By rule, Drown is allowed to use what are called adaptive 
positions to compete from a wheelchair. "I developed multiple 
sclerosis gradually between 1995 and 2000. It was a shock," said 
Drown, 49, in an interview with the National Rifle Association, 
one of the hosts of the annual National Rifle and Pistol Matches 
at Camp Perry.  
    But with the encouragement of family, friends and a chance 
meeting in 2001 with a policeman - Detective Brooks Harris of 
the Nashville police department - he continued a shooting career 
begun as a teenager. Harris inspired Drown to resume 
competitive shooting and serve as a role model for others.  
   For standing position, Drown holds a hefty .22 target rifle 
without support, just like ambulatory shooters. For prone 
position, when others are on their stomachs and well-braced, he is 
allowed to shoot from a special table attached to his wheelchair, 
both elbows braced. For kneeling, he is allowed to rest one 
elbow, much as other shooters brace one elbow on a knee.  
    "He works every day and is the most upbeat guy you ever want 
to meet," said Rick Kusmer. He works in Fremont at Mosser 
Construction, Inc., with Drown, who is in charge of masonry 
operations.  
"   He shot for Ohio State in college," added Kusmer, "and was 
the captain of the rifle team in his junior and senior years. They 
won the Big Ten three out of four years. Greg tried out for the 
Olympics [1984] and in fact was asked to compete at their 
tryouts." Kusmer also noted that Drown was an avid triathlon 
athlete.  
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   "He never stopped shooting and as you can see he is pretty 
good at it."  
   Indeed. Just last month Drown won the Ohio outdoor three-
position championship, also at Camp Perry. He competes in both 
the central and northwest Ohio rifle leagues.  
    His shooting has become a family affair that includes his wife, 
Terri, twin 12-year-old sons, Dillon and Tyler, and 10-year-old 
daughter Jessica. At a match, they change targets for him and 
carry equipment to and from the firing line.  
   "My family is a huge help," he said.  
   Though he has won his share of state and regional titles, Drown 
said, "this was a surprise." The typically hot, muggy days on the 
Camp Perry range during the National   Matches each summer 
challenge all shooters, but because of MS, Drown also has to 
fight against the fatigue the disease brings on. "It plays havoc on 
the body."  
   But this summer's cooler weather was an unexpected bonus for 
him.  
  "It was one of those things. I was doing really well this year. I'm 
always up there to do the best that I can."  
   Michael K. Seery of Oregon has joined Drown in the ranks of 
champions at the National Matches, recently winning the 
collegiate title in the prone smallbore matches.  
Seery, a second-year cadet at the Air Force Academy in 
Colorado, already has returned there.  
   "It was so good being out at Camp Perry and watching him 
shoot," said his mom, Heidi Wyse-Seery. "We had him [home] 
one day and he went back."  
    Seery, 18, fired a combined score of 4773-285X to take the 
prone title among collegiate competitors in the prone smallbore 
matches. His dad, Michael L. Seery, said the academy brought in 
a new rifle coach, former Olympic smallbore gold medalist Launi 
Meili, in part because of Mike. "He committed to Air Force to 
shoot."  
   In 2007 at age 16, Seery fired his way to the sharpshooter 
division's intermediate junior/sub-junior class title in the three-
position metallic sight competition at the National Matches.  
   In 2006 he won the titles of junior champion in smallbore three-
position and smallbore prone at the Ohio state matches at Camp 
Perry. Even then, he had his sights set on qualifying for the Air 
Force Academy.  
              And in the small world department, Seery knows 
Fremont's Greg Drown, the three-position any-sight champion.  
  "Mike is a good friend of Greg," added his mom. "Greg is a 
wonderful young guy and great shooter, who has had to 
overcome great disabilities to continue shooting. His twin boys 
took turns providing support for him during the matches."  
•  
   The overall national champion in three-position smallbore at 
the National Matches was U.S. Army Specialist Joseph Hein of 
Fort Benning , Ga., who fired 2378-141X out of a possible 2400. 
The X-score refers to the tally of perfect center-shot bull's-eyes 
and is used to break ties.  
    Second place went to Tarl Kempley of Carson City, Nev., at 
2376-142X, and third went to U.S. Army Specialist Matthew 
Rawlings of Fort Benning at 2373-141X.  
The smallbore prone overall national championship was awarded 
to Hein as well with a 4790-354X, even though Englishman 

Richard Fowke outshot him at 4790-355X. By rule, however, a 
national championship must go to a U.S. citizen. Fowke was 
awarded the title of civilian champion.  
    Third place in smallbore prone went to Reya Kempley of 
Carson City who also was awarded the title of female champion 
at 4789-374X. Hein also was awarded the title of service 
champion.  
          The final phase of the National Matches, high-power rifle 
competition, gets under way tomorrow. 
http://toledoblade.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20090809/CO
LUMNIST22/908090377/-1/SPORTS03 
 

09-08-09  Gun ownership rapidly on rise in county 

Michigan -  While the national debate about the right to bear 
arms most likely won't be resolved anytime soon, one thing is 
certain: Livingston County residents believe in exercising their 
Second Amendment rights. 
  The  county has issued 1,200 gun permits — both new and 
renewed — since January, which is nearly triple the 445 issued 
for the same time period last year. 
  "My guess is (the reason) is twofold: One, concerns with 
potential for gun restrictions and, two, partially due to the 
economy," Lt. Mike Kinaschuk of the Livingston County 
Sheriff's Department said. 
   "People believe they have to protect themselves. There are 
fewer police officers on the street these days," he noted. 
     The number of law enforcement positions in Michigan peaked 
in 2001 at 23,151. At the end of May, that number had decreased 
to 21,171, according to statistics compiled by the Michigan 
Commission on Law Enforcement Standards. 
    However, 46 communities recently received funding from a $1 
billion economic stimulus program designed to help keep 160 
police officers on the job. 
    In 2008, the number of gun permits issued in Livingston 
County averaged 78 per month. As of June 24, that number 
increased to 171 per month. 
   Statewide, the number of active concealed weapons permits 
rose more than five times from 53,000 in 2002 to 291,380 in 
2008, according to the Michigan State Police's concealed pistol 
licensure annual report. The CPL was once known as a "carrying 
a concealed weapons" permit or CCW. 
    Dave Dieball, a certified gun safety instructor in Oceola 
Township, believes many people are seeing the right to bear arms 
as one that "might disappear" under President Barack Obama, 
whom many believe wants to take guns away and reimpose the 
ban on assault weapons. 
   Some also believe Obama is going to increase the tax on 
ammunition — and since a gun is useless without ammunition, 
they are rushing to stockpile their supply, experts explained. 
   "People are realizing this is a right that could disappear," 
Dieball said. "People of all ages are saying, 'I waited too long,' 
and are afraid they might lose the right." 
   Congress has ignored requests from Obama and Attorney 
General Eric Holder that it revive a ban on military-style 
weapons that expired in 2004. Obama did, however, sign a law 
letting people carry loaded guns into national parks. 
   Hamburg Township resident Randall Wurtz said he is taking a 
gun safety class because he wants to be able to carry a concealed 
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weapon when he is fly-fishing in remote areas with his 14-year-
old daughter. He said part of his concern is that Obama will take 
that right away. 
   "I want to be able to protect my daughter," Wurtz said. 
    Howell resident Carroll Otberg and his wife, Barb Otberg, are 
taking a gun safety class because it was something Carroll Otberg 
had always wanted to do. He said he received the class lessons as 
a gift from family. His wife joined him for the class because they 
have been married 56 years and "do everything together." 
     However, Carroll Otberg said he also decided to take the class 
now before anyone does decide to terminate his right to bear 
arms. 
State license laws 
    There are more than a dozen requirements under Michigan's 
law to get a permit to carry a concealed weapon. 
    Under those requirements, an applicant must be at least 21 
years old and a U.S. citizen or an alien lawfully admitted to the 
United States as well as a resident of the state for at least six 
months prior to the application. 
   A must-have requirement, gun enthusiasts agreed, is completing 
a pistol-safety training course. 
   An application form and requirements can be found online at 
the Michigan State Police Web site at www.michigan.gov/msp. 
Recent legislation 
     The U.S. Senate recently rejected, in a 58-29 vote, legislation 
that would have required states to honor the concealed weapons 
permits issued by other states. The tally was two votes short of 
the 60 needed to add the measure as an amendment to a defense 
bill. 
   It was a rare victory for gun-control advocates in a Democratic-
controlled Congress that has been friendly to the gun lobby. 
    Opponents said it would force states with tough concealed 
weapons permit restrictions to let in gun carriers from states that 
give permits to convicted criminals, minors and people with no 
firearms training. 
   "It's an extremely dangerous policy," said Sen. Dianne 
Feinstein, D-Calif., who helped write the assault-weapons-ban 
legislation. 
   The vote was prompted by the National Rifle Association and 
other gun-rights groups. NRA Executive Vice President Wayne 
LaPierre told The Associated Press that, despite the defeat, the 
vote showed that "we have the wind to our back." He called the 
vote "one more step down the road to allowing all Americans the 
full measure of Second Amendment protection." 
http://www.livingstondaily.com/article/20090809/NEWS01/9080
90328/-1/NEWSFRONT2 
 

09-08-09   Sestak calls for new ban on assault weapons 

   Two days after announcing his candidacy for the U.S. Senate, 
U.S. Rep. Joseph Sestak, D-7, of Edgmont, urged his colleagues 
in the Legislature to reinstate an assault weapons ban that expired 
in 2004. 
   In a release Thursday, Sestak pointed to an Aug. 4 shooting in 
Allegheny County, where George Sodini, 48, of Scott Township, 
used two 9 mm semi-automatics and a .45-caliber revolver to kill 
three women and wound nine others in an aerobics class before 
taking his own life. 
   “As we continue to see the effects of the violence in our state 

and nation, we must enact legislation banning assault weapons 
with the necessary sense of urgency,” said Sestak. “The senseless 
shootings of so many innocent victims during an aerobics class in 
Allegheny County, and of the three police officers in Pittsburgh 
this past April, are heartbreaking reminders that we must 
immediately address the loss of the common-sense ban earlier 
this decade.” 
   Police investigating the Collier Township shooting said Sodini 
bought his weapons legally from TGSCOM Inc., of Green Bay, 
Wis., the same dealer who sold a 22-caliber handgun to Virginia 
Tech shooter Seung-Hui Cho. 
   Typically, gun control is seen as a radioactive issue during 
statewide elections in Pennsylvania, which has a large contingent 
of hunters and gun owners on both sides of the aisle. 
   Sestak said he is a strong supporter of the Second Amendment 
and believes in an individual’s right to bear arms, but statistics 
following the 1994 implementation of the first assault weapons 
ban showed drastic reductions in police officer murders from 
assault weapons and an overall drop in such weapons being 
traced to a crime. 
   “With regard to politics, I believe that what is most needed and 
valued by Pennsylvanians in their future leaders in Washington 
D.C., is placing principle above politics,” said Sestak. “I believe 
this is the right thing to do for the safety of our citizens, 
particularly law enforcement officers, while protecting legal 
citizens’ rights for protecting their homes, and for hunting and 
other recreational purposes.” 
   Sestak is therefore reviving a bill that died in committee last 
session, which he and 67 other House Democrats had co-
sponsored. 
  That bill would revise the definition of a “semi-automatic 
assault weapon” to include any semiautomatic rifle or pistol that 
has specific characteristics, such as a telescoping stock, and can 
accept a detachable magazine. 
   The bill also would prohibit the importation of any such 
weapon; “conversion kits” to turn weapons into semi-automatics; 
and the transfer of any assault weapon with a large-capacity 
ammunition-feeding device. 
   Semi-automatic shotguns, pistols and rifles like the AK-47, the 
SKS, the UZI and the Bushmaster XM15 would fall under the 
ban, according to the release. 
  Incumbent U.S. Sen. Arlen Specter, D-Pa., Sestak’s opponent in 
the 2010 Senatorial primary election, said a hearing on the merits 
of such legislation should be held prior to any legislative action. 
  Specter pointed to studies performed by the Department of 
Justice and the Centers for Disease Control, which have brought 
into question the effectiveness of banning assault weapons, and 
said in his experience as the former District Attorney of 
Philadelphia that long jail terms were traditionally the best way to 
deal with gun violence. 
   “The study commissioned by DOJ found that although there 
was a decline in gun crimes involving assault weapons during the 
ban, a renewal of the ban would have a small effect on gun 
violence, perhaps too small for reliable measurement since 
assault weapons are rarely used in gun crimes,” said Specter. 
  Former U.S. Rep. Pat Toomey, a Republican Senatorial 
candidate, also weighed in on Sestak’s call to reinstate the ban. 
    “Whenever there’s an outrageous criminal use of guns, liberals 
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like Joe Sestak always try to penalize law-abiding gun-owners 
rather than holding the criminals responsible,” said Toomey in a 
statement. “Sestak is wrong. We should punish criminals and 
protect gun ownership rights.” 
   “As someone who served in the military for 31 years, I’ve spent 
most of my life around weapons,” said Sestak, a retired Navy 
vice admiral. “I support the legitimate right to bear arms and 
respect the many, many responsible gun owners of our state and 
the nation. However, there are those who are committing 
egregious acts of violence and their reprehensible actions on 
innocent victims and brave law enforcement officers must be 
stopped.” 
http://www.delcotimes.com/articles/2009/08/09/news/doc4a7e3b
441c31c312110150.txt 
 
09-08-08  Police target mom's inaction 

   The mother of a teen charged in a fatal shooting is accused of 
knowing the girl had a gun and doing nothing. 
   Rosa Lopez knew her 16-year-old daughter had a handgun and 
was involved in an ongoing fight with a group of girls near their 
Lebanon home, police said.  
   Her daughter even showed her the gun when Lopez 
accompanied her to a home on Federal Street the morning of July 
31 and confronted some of the girls, said Lebanon Police Chief 
Daniel Wright.  
    And Lopez knew her daughter, Sasha Hernandez, still had the 
gun just before noon when she was among two groups that 
confronted each other near the busy Eighth and Chestnut streets 
intersection, Wright said. 
    That's when Hernandez shot 20-year-old Steven Santiago, 
police said. Santiago died shortly afterward at Hershey Medical 
Center, and Hernandez was charged with homicide.  
    On Friday, Lopez joined her daughter in Lebanon County 
Prison after she was arrested at her South Eighth Street house by 
police, who claim Lopez's inaction played a role in the shooting.  
   Lopez is charged with riot, conspiracy to commit riot, 
disorderly conduct, corruption of minors and conspiracy to 
commit possession of a firearm by a minor. She is being held in 
lieu of $50,000 bail.  
   Wright said the investigation is ongoing, and police expect to 
file additional charges in the case against more people.  
He said he could not reveal details about the dispute that led to 
the shooting. 
http://www.pennlive.com/news/patriotnews/index.ssf?/base/news/
1249701930108530.xml&coll=1 
 

09-08-08  Man who fled gets 11 years 

   The Wormleysburg man whose flight from police ended in the 
Susquehanna River is headed to prison 
   A Wormleysburg man who committed an armed robbery, stole 
a constable's vehicle and led police on a high-speed chase was 
sentenced Friday to 11 to 22 years in state prison.  
   Erik Peterson, 38, pleaded guilty in York County Court to 
aggravated assault, possession of a firearm and several theft and 
robbery charges including robbery of a motor vehicle.  
   A constable was taking Peterson to a court hearing in March in 
connection with a robbery at a Newberry Twp. Dollar General 
store when Peterson escaped from the officer in Lewisberry and 

fled in the constable's sport utility vehicle. Police spotted 
Peterson several days later in Silver Spring Twp., but he fled, and 
officers shot out one of his tires.  
   Peterson led them on a three-tire chase to Harrisburg, where he 
was apprehended after jumping into the Susquehanna River.  
      Peterson still awaits trial on charges in Cumberland, Dauphin 
and Perry counties.  
http://www.pennlive.com/news/patriotnews/index.ssf?/base/news/
1249701927108530.xml&coll=1 
 

09-08-08  It's time to stop pandering to gun lobbyists 

   When lovelorn loser George Sodini took out his anger on an 
aerobics class near Pittsburgh this week, he sprayed the room 
with bullets from a high-volume ammunition clip that was banned 
nationwide until 2004. 
    Sodoni used two 9 mm handguns to kill three women and 
wound nine others. Then he used a .45 caliber handgun to kill 
himself. 
Investigators at the scene later found two 30-round clips for the 9 
mm guns. 
      The assault weapons ban that was passed by Congress in 
1994, but allowed to lapse in 2004, precluded the use of such 
high-volume clips precisely in order to prevent the type of 
rampage carried out by Sodoni.  
   A ban might not have precluded Sodoni from murder. But it 
could well have reduced the damage. 
   The incident also demonstrated the U.S. Senate's sound 
judgment recently in rejecting the Thune amendment, which 
would have required all states with concealed weapon permit 
laws to honor such a permit issued by any state. 
    Sodini had a Pennsylvania concealed weapon permit. If the 
Thune amendment had passed, he would have been able to carry 
concealed weapons in states that have tougher requirements to 
obtain such a permit, such as New York. 
    It is entirely possible to craft a legal framework that honors the 
right to bear arms while sensibly protecting public safety. The 
assault weapons ban is one element. Another is a movement 
gaining traction across Pennsylvania. 
   Erie recently became the ninth city in the state to require 
owners to report to police the loss or theft of firearms. The trend 
accelerated after court decisions allowed the policy in Pittsburgh. 
    The objective of such laws is to deter the illegal sale of 
firearms to criminals. When police trace weapons used in crimes 
to their original owners, they often are told that the gun had been 
lost or stolen. Requiring reports would establish records and 
make it a crime to merely possess such an ill-gotten deadly 
weapon. 
   Scranton Mayor Chris Doherty was noticeably absent when 109 
Pennsylvania mayors joined forces to work against the Thune 
Amendment. Scranton also has not moved to require reports of 
stolen or lost guns. Given several recent incidents of gun-related 
violence in the city, the mayor should get on board. 
   At the state and federal levels, it's time for politicians stop 
pandering to the gun lobby and recognize that public safety and 
gun ownership need not be mutually exclusive concepts. 
http://www.newsitem.com/opinion/letters/it_s_time_to_stop_pan
dering_to_gun_lobbyists 
 



 
 

Page 77

09-08-08  Obese Texas inmate hides gun in his flabs of fat 

     HOUSTON - An obese inmate in Texas has been charged 
after officials learned he had a gun hidden under flabs of his own 
flesh. 
   Twenty-five-year-old George Vera was charged with 
possession of a firearm in a correctional facility after he told a 
guard at the Harris County Jail about the unloaded 9mm pistol. 
The Houston Chronicle reported Thursday that Vera was 
originally arrested on charges of selling illegal copies of compact 
discs. 
    The 500-pound man was searched during his arrest and again 
at a city jail and the county jail, but officers never found the 
weapon in his rolls of skin. Vera admitted having the gun during 
a shower break at the county jail. 
    Vera is charged with possession of a firearm in a correctional 
facility. The 500-pound man was searched during his arrest and 
again at a city jail and the county jail, but officers never found the 
weapon in his rolls of skin. Vera admitted having the gun during 
a shower break at the county jail 
http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/features/20090808_ap_ob
esetexasinmatehidesguninhisflabsoffat.html 
 
09-08-08  Murder suspect's mom arrested   

   City police arrested the mother of 16-year-old murder suspect 
Sasha Hernandez and charged her with riot and other offenses 
Friday.  
  Lebanon Police Chief Daniel J. Wright said Rosa Lopez, 37, of 
46 S. Eighth St. was arrested at her home. She was arraigned 
before District Judge Maria Dissinger on charges of riot, 
conspiracy to commit riot, disorderly conduct, corruption of 
minors and conspiracy to commit possession of a firearm by a 
minor.  
    Hernandez was charged with the July 31 shooting death of 20-
year-old Steven Santiago. He was shot once in the chest on the 
sidewalk in front of the apartment building where Lopez and 
Hernandez resided. He died a short time later at Hershey Medical 
Center.  
   Lopez's bail was set at $50,000, and she was placed in Lebanon 
County prison. Her preliminary hearing has been set for Aug. 20.  
Citing the state's crimes code, Wright said a person can be 
charged with riot if a person and two others commit the crime of 
disorderly conduct with the intent to commit a felony or 
misdemeanor, uses or plans to use a firearm, or intends to prevent 
or coerce official action.  
    Wright said an investigation is ongoing, and police expect to 
file additional charges in the case.  
Meanwhile, Hernandez's preliminary hearing has been set for 
Sept. 1.  
     About 30 minutes before Santiago was shot to death, Lopez 
and Sasha Hernandez were involved in an argument with Jennifer 
Hernandez at 1121 Federal St., and Sasha   Hernandez displayed 
a handgun, Wright said. No one was injured in that confrontation. 
Jennifer Hernandez told police she sometimes stays at the Federal 
Street home.  
   "Nobody called the police," Wright said.  
   The first confrontation on July 31 was the result of an incident 
that occurred on July 30 between the same two groups of people, 
Wright said.  

   Police did not disclose the nature of the argument.  
   Brittany Ritter told police she was fighting with Lopez in front 
of the apartment building where Lopez lived when the shooting 
occurred. Ritter told police she saw a girl she knew as Sasha 
shoot Santiago. Sasha Hernandez then ran into the apartment 
building, Ritter said.  
   About 3 ½ hours after the shooting, Sasha Hernandez walked 
out a rear exit of her apartment building and gave herself up to 
police. Police and other law-enforcement officers had set up a 
perimeter around the building.  
   Police found a .25-caliber pistol in Lopez's apartment, which 
she shared with her daughter. The manufacturer's numbers were 
scratched off the weapon, police said. Investigators also found a 
.25-caliber shell casing not far from where Santiago had fallen 
onto the sidewalk, according to a police affidavit.  
http://www.ldnews.com/alllistings/ci_13018820?IADID=Search-
www.ldnews.com-www.ldnews.com 
 
09-08-08  Update- Three charged in Tannersville gunpoint 

robbery  

    Melvin Bisher, 30, of Easton, Angelo Fiola, 46, of Stroudsburg 
and Shawn Amhurst, 21, of Henryville are charged with robbing 
a man at gunpoint Friday afternoon in the Turkey Hill parking lot 
on Route 611 in Tannersville, Pocono Township police said. 
   At about 6 p.m. Friday, James Castellano drove to the Turkey 
Hill parking lot to meet   Bisher and buy a video game from him, 
according to information gathered by police.    Bisher, Fiola and 
Amhurst arrived in their vehicle with Amhurst driving. 
     Bisher and Fiola got out and approached Castellano. Bisher 
pointed a handgun at  Castellano's head and took money, car keys 
and a Coach bag from him. Bisher and Fiola then got back in 
their vehicle and fled, heading north on Route 611. 
   A witness gave police a description of the suspects' vehicle, 
which police then broadcast. The Pocono Record sent out a cell 
phone text alert with the suspects' vehicle description. 
    Shortly after 8 p.m., a motorist heading south on Route 33 in 
Northampton County got the text alert, realized he was driving 
behind the suspects' vehicle at the time and called 911. Minutes 
later, state police from the Belfast barracks stopped the vehicle 
near the Stockertown exit and took the suspects into custody, 
after which they were brought back to Monroe County and 
arraigned on charges. 
    Bisher, Fiola and Amhurst are charged with robbery and 
conspiracy to commit robbery while Bisher is charged also with 
aggravated assault and simple assault. All three were placed in 
Monroe County Correctional Facility, Bisher and Fiola in lieu of 
$100,000 and Amhurst in lieu of $75,000 bail. 
    All will appear in district court at a future date for a 
preliminary hearing. 
http://www.poconorecord.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20090
808/NEWS/908079979/-1/NEWS05 
 

09-08-07   Corzine signs law limiting handgun purchases 

    TRENTON - New Jersey will become the fourth state in the 
nation to limit handgun purchases to one every month. Gov. 
Corzine signed the controversial measure into law yesterday.  
   Trenton Mayor Doug Palmer joined Corzine and called on 
Pennsylvania to become No. 5. The law, which is aimed at 
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slowing gun trafficking, would make life safer in New Jersey and 
neighboring states by fighting trafficking, he said.  
    "I just hope Pennsylvanians would make it safer for us by 
passing this bill," Palmer said at a ceremony outside Trenton City 
Hall.  
   The law aims to impede "straw purchasers" - people who have 
clean records and buy guns legally, then pass them to criminals. 
The law will take effect in early January but could see some 
changes before then. A task force is reviewing its potential 
impact and will make recommendations this fall.  
   Corzine and gun-control advocates argue that roughly a quarter 
of what they call "crime guns" recovered in New Jersey come 
from within the state. It's not clear how many of those came from 
the type of multiple purchases that Corzine wants to stop. When 
pressed, the governor said there is anecdotal evidence that people 
with clean records are making large purchases to help criminals.  
    "Nothing is more dangerous than to have the proliferation, the 
vast proliferation, of guns in the hands of individuals who want to 
perpetrate violence in our communities," Corzine said.  
    The law would limit handgun purchases to one every 30 days, 
to a maximum of 13 a year, because of timing quirks. Rifles and 
other long guns would not be affected.  
   Exceptions have been carved out for collectors, and a task force 
has begun meeting to determine if amendments are needed to 
ensure that people who may need more than one handgun each 
month - such as competitive shooters - are not restricted.  
   Critics say the law would impinge on the constitutional rights of 
law-abiding citizens in New Jersey, which already has some of 
the most strict gun laws in the nation.  
     "Trying to reduce gun crime by rationing guns to law-abiding 
citizens is as absurd as trying to reduce drunk driving by 
rationing cars to non-drinkers," Scott Bach, president of the 
Association of New Jersey Rifle and Pistol Clubs, wrote in an e-
mail.  
   Efforts to enact a similar law in Pennsylvania have failed, and 
Philadelphia saw its one-handgun-a-month ordinance struck 
down in court.  
   Gov. Rendell "couldn't agree more with Gov. Corzine, and he's 
glad New Jersey was able to sign that important legislation into 
law," spokesman Ken Snyder said yesterday. Prospects in 
Pennsylvania for the same legislation to pass are "more difficult," 
he said.  
   The nine-person review panel includes two Gloucester County 
Democrats: Assemblyman John Burzichelli, who voted against 
the bill, and Sen. Fred Madden, who supported it only after 
receiving assurances that the task force would study its impact. 
Burlington County prosecutor Robert Bernardi is also on the 
study team.  
California, Maryland, and Virginia have similar laws. 
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/local/20090807_Corzine_signs_l
aw_limiting_handgun_purchases.html 
 
09-08-07 New anti-gun strategy- Demonize CCW holders 

     Bigotry assumes many forms, hides behind many facades, but 
always it is the same; the social demonization of entire groups, 
classes or races of people in an effort to make them appear 
inferior and detrimental by their very existence. 

    In the wake of a nasty multiple shooting at a Pittsburgh, PA-
area fitness club by a not-so-clearly psychotic man identified as 
George Sodini, America’s gun prohibitionists – led by the 
Violence Policy Center and Freedom States Alliance – are 
clamoring for restrictions or repeal of concealed carry statutes. 
    In the case against legally-armed citizens, the VPC has even 
manufactured an innuendo-riddled “study” to support their 
prejudices. My colleague, Cleveland Gun Rights Examiner 
Daniel White, writes about the shooting here. 
    Their hardly subliminal argument appears to be that citizens 
licensed to carry concealed handguns for personal protection are 
a threat to the community. This contention is based on six 
shooting incidents over the past couple of years in which the 
gunman had, or apparently had, a carry permit. 
    A 39-year-old Ypsilanti man used his concealed weapon and 
his experience in the Lebanese army to stop an alleged bank 
robber. 
    Meanwhile, proponents of public disarmament haven’t said a 
thing about the estimated five million other citizens who are 
licensed to carry, and haven’t harmed anybody. There hasn’t been 
a peep from the gun prohibition lobby about the armed citizen 
who shot a convenience store robber in Virginia recently, heading 
off a bloodbath. 
    Nor have the gun grabbers mentioned the incident a week ago 
in Topeka, KS in which a legally-armed store clerk fended off 
two robbers at closing time. Self-defense Examiner Eric Puryear 
wrote about that incident here. 
    And you never heard applause from the hoplophobes – about 
whom I wrote the other day – after an Ypsilanti, MI man named 
Nabil Fawzi last year intervened in a bank robbery, did you? 
    An employee with a concealed carry license used his handgun 
to defend himself and stop a pair of criminals who tried to rob his 
shop. 
    Instead, what we get from the gun prohibitionists is a steady 
diet of fear mongering with but one purpose: The stripping of a 
fundamental civil right to keep and bear arms so that we lose our 
ability to exercise that most basic of human rights, that of self-
preservation. 
    Nowadays, about the only form of acceptable overt social 
bigotry is against gun owners. The gun bigots argue that when 
one person with a gun does something heinous, all gun owners 
are expected to bear responsibility, and surrender their rights as 
though it would undo the crime.  
    Before the armed citizen, it was the owners of .50-caliber rifles 
who were likened to terrorists and cop-killers. Next week or next 
month, who will the prohibitionists smear in their effort to 
promote public hatred of fellow citizens whose only “crime” is 
that they exercise a constitutionally-protected civil right? 
    The VPC and Freedom States crowd would have us all believe 
that every armed citizen is just like George Sodini, and that he is 
like all of us; a killer waiting to strike. 
    While they are loathe to admit it, there is really no difference 
between gun bigots and racial or religious bigots. One form of 
class hatred is no less divisive than another.  
http://www.examiner.com/x-4525-Seattle-Gun-Rights-
Examiner~y2009m8d7-New-antigun-strategy-Demonize-CCW-
holders 
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09-08-07   Police: Green Ridge man threatened neighbor with 

gun 

  A Green Ridge man is facing charges he threatened a neighbor 
with a gun. 
   Daniel Hubbard, 38, of 1515 Gardner Ave president of the 
Lower Green Ridge Neighborhood Association ., allegedly 
pointed a handgun at Dustin Thompson as the two men argued 
Thursday evening over a shed Mr. Thompson wanted to build at 
1501 Gardner. 
   According to the arrest affidavit filed by Officer Matthew 
Phillips, Mr. Hubbard was on the porch of his mother's home at 
1507 Gardner and arguing with Mr. Thompson about 5:15 p.m. 
when he left and returned with a handgun. 
   He pointed the gun at Mr. Thompson, pulled back the slide as if 
cycling a round into the weapon's chamber and said, "Come at 
me," the affidavit said. 
   As he continued to shout at Mr. Thompson and his girlfriend, 
Tara Sacchetti, he allegedly said he was not     afraid to use the 
weapon. 
    "I'll shoot you - I don't care," he shouted, the affidavit said. 
Police charged Mr. Hubbard with terroristic threats and 
harassment. 
http://www.scrantontimes.com/news/police_green_ridge_man_thr
eatened_neighbor_with_gun 
 
09-08-06  Erie City Council makes it law to report lost, stolen 

guns 

   Erie City Council members said they were taking aim at illegal 
gun purchases when they passed a new law requiring the 
reporting of missing or stolen guns. 
   But whether the law will hit its mark remains a point of debate. 
   Council voted 7-0 in favor of the law Wednesday, giving gun 
owners 72 hours to file a police report after discovering their gun 
lost or stolen. Owners who don't file a report will be fined $500 
for the first offense; subsequent violations can result in a $1,000 
fine, up to 90 days in jail, or both. 
   Council President Joe Schember said council is targeting so-
called "straw purchasers," people who buy guns for someone who 
cannot legally purchase guns themselves. When those guns are 
used in crimes, the original buyer can claim they were lost or 
stolen. 
   Schember called the law "common-sense legislation" that isn't 
intended to limit gun owners' rights or penalize law-abiding 
owners who don't realize their guns are missing. 
   "We know this ordinance alone won't solve the problem of gun 
violence, but it is an important piece of the solution," he said. "As 
more and more municipalities across Pennsylvania pass similar 
ordinances, I hope that our state Legislature will make this 
ordinance across all of Pennsylvania." 
  Erie's law, and others like it, has the National Rifle Association 
up in arms. 
   "This is feel-good legislation, not good legislation," said John 
Hohenwarter, legislative liaison for the NRA, after hearing about 
the vote. 
    The NRA in April filed a lawsuit in Allegheny County Court 
seeking to overturn Pittsburgh's lost-and-stolen reporting law, 
claiming the ordinance violates the state's Uniform Firearms Act, 
which prohibits municipalities from regulating the "lawful 

ownership, possession, transfer or transportation of firearms." 
   In June, the state Commonwealth Court approved a motion to 
dismiss the suit on the basis that the NRA did not have legal 
standing to challenge the ordinance. The NRA is appealing that 
decision. 
   In a separate case, Commonwealth Court ruled that the NRA 
did not have legal standing to file suit against Philadelphia's lost-
and-stolen law; a request from the NRA to appeal that decision in 
state Supreme Court is pending. 
   "Its clear that this ordinance as well as other ordinances that 
have been passed over last year violate (state) law, so it's 
disappointing to see Erie move in that direction," Hohenwarter 
said. "Clearly the law is unenforceable, and if it did come down 
to litigation it's going to be a waste of taxpayer dollars. It's 
irresponsible for City Council to pass a law that is not only 
unenforceable but violates the law." 
   Tim Case, an Edinboro resident who attended Wednesday's 
City Council meeting to speak against the ordinance, said the law 
victimizes gun owners whose guns have been lost or stolen. Law-
abiding gun owners already make lost-or-stolen reports to police, 
he said. 
   "Nobody wants anyone to get hurt," Case said. "I don't know 
anyone who wouldn't report their gun immediately upon finding it 
was missing or stolen." 
   Erie is the ninth Pennsylvania city to pass a lost-or-stolen 
ordinance, following Allentown, Reading, Pottsville, Pittsburgh, 
Lancaster, Philadelphia, Harrisburg and Wilkinsburg. 
   The law applies to handguns and other short-barreled guns, not 
to shotguns or hunting rifles, and takes effect in 20 days. 
   Erie Mayor Joe Sinnott and Erie Police Chief Steve Franklin 
have both said they support the ordinance as a law-enforcement 
tool, though Franklin has also expressed concern about how the 
law would be enforced. 
   Jana Finder of CeaseFirePA, a statewide group that works to 
reduce gun violence in communities, pointed to the Philadelphia 
and Pittsburgh laws as evidence of municipalities' right to pass 
lost-and-stolen reporting laws. 
   Support of the Erie law and laws like it "demonstrates that 
there's a widespread desire to gain some control over the illegal 
handgun program in our communities and statewide," Finder 
said. 
http://www.goerie.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20090806/NE
WS02/308059910/-1/NEIGHBORS 
 

09-08-06  Triple killer charged in five Calif. Murders 

Prosecutors say DNA evidence links ex-Marine on death row to 
cold cases 
   SANTA ANA, Calif. - A convicted triple murderer was 
charged Wednesday with the killings of five Southern California 
women in cases dating back to the mid-1980s. 
    Orange County prosecutors accused Andrew Urdiales, 45, of 
murders in Orange, Riverside and San Diego counties. He was 
convicted in Illinois in 2002 of killing two women and in 2004 
for a third murder. 
    He is appealing a death sentence in Illinois and will be 
extradited to California after the appeals process is complete. 
     Urdiales was a U.S. Marine stationed in Southern California 
between April 1984 and April 1991. Authorities say he murdered 
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one woman in Orange County, two women in Riverside County 
and one woman in San Diego County during that time period. 
They allege he killed the fifth woman while vacationing in Palm 
Springs in 1995. 
    Urdiales moved to Illinois after his discharge and police 
arrested him in 1996 in Hammond, Ind., after they spotted him 
loitering in an area known for prostitution. A search of his truck 
turned up an unlicensed firearm. 
Victim stabbed 41 times 
   Ballistics tests on the gun found it was the same weapon used to 
shoot and kill three women who were murdered in Illinois in 
1996 and 1997. Detectives say they then were able to link 
Urdiales to the Southern California murders, including one where 
police recovered DNA from a condom left at the crime scene. 
   In Southern California, Urdiales will be tried in the murders of 
23-year-old Robbin Brandley, who was stabbed 41 times while 
leaving a jazz piano concert in 1986; 29-year-old Julie McGhee, 
31-year-old Maryann Wells, and 20-year-old Tammie Erwin, all 
of whom were shot; and Denise Maney, 32, who was tied up, 
sexually assaulted and stabbed to death. 
   Authorities have not decided whether they will pursue the death 
penalty in the California cases, all of which will be consolidated 
and handled by Orange County prosecutors. 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/32312701/ns/us_news-
crime_and_courts/ 
 
 
09-08-06  Packing for school: Guns on campus one year later 

   WICHITA FALLS — One year ago, David Thweatt made a 
decision so controversial and groundbreaking the story about it 
sped around the world. 
    The superintendent of the isolated Harrold Independent School 
District, about 30 miles northwest of here, made history last 
August when he and his school board decided to allow select 
teachers and staff members at the 110-student school to carry 
guns on campus — a first for Texas and the nation. 
   For Thweatt and his board, the decision was pure mathematics.  
    The school, which sits in the middle of a prairie, was too far 
from law enforcement for police to come in time to fend off 
would-be attackers. The students and staff would be safer if on-
site, trained staff members were equipped to handle a crisis at a 
moment’s notice, they decided. 
    Thweatt had already installed a $100,000 state-of-the-art 
security system in the school. Now, arming certain unnamed 
school staff members by allowing them to strap a firearm under 
their clothing was the final flourish. 
   In the year since that historic decision, a gun was never 
brandished or fired at the school. There were no problems, 
Thweatt said. 
   However, one week after school began, police busted a 
methamphetamine lab set up in an abandoned house that sat 50 
feet from the school property. 
   A deputy had peered inside and “saw something in the walls 
and windows and called for backup,” Thweatt said. “They made 
it to the abandoned house in 15 minutes. We had figured it would 
take 18 to 20 minutes in a typical situation.” 
  Had that been an armed intruder at his school, response time 
would have been too slow. 

   “We’re the first responders. We have to be,” Thweatt said. “We 
don’t have 5 minutes. We don’t have 10 minutes. We would have 
had 20 minutes of hell” if attackers had targeted the school. 
    Harrold students, who grew up on ranches and in the middle of 
the North Texas gun culture, were unperturbed by the school 
district’s new gun policy. 
   “The kids just laughed about it,” Thweatt said. 
  Thweatt himself is the son of a retired 
minister/missionary/teacher in Abilene and a 1978 graduate of 
Abilene High School and Hardin-Simmons University. 
   Too small for athletics, Thweatt spent his time at Abilene High 
focused on his studies, particularly interested in journalism. 
   He wrote music and played guitar in a Christian band on 
weekends and was active in his father’s nondenominational 
Abilene Fellowship ministry. 
   Thweatt drove a school bus for the Abilene ISD and 
occasionally worked as a substitute teacher to help fund his 
education, graduating in 1983. 
    In Harrold, media attention was fierce all year. He talked to 
reporters from as far away as Ireland and New Zealand; he 
participated on more than a dozen talk shows. The story 
continues to spread; recently he saw a write-up in a Jerusalem 
newspaper. Only Finland and Switzerland reporters ignored the 
story; they already have high gun ownership rates, he said. 
    “I had a lot of interviews from kids and college kids,” he said. 
“They needed to learn. I’m an educator,” said Thweatt, who is 
opinionated but patient in interviews. 
   “Would you stick a sign at a school that says, ‘No guns on this 
property’? Why wouldn’t you? It invites nasty people to come,” 
he said. “That’s what you’ve done to every public school in the 
nation. That’s why there were no shootings until Columbine. It’s 
turned into a dad-gum shoot fest.” 
   Thweatt took calls from “just a handful” of Texas districts 
considering the same policy, but he wouldn’t say if any other 
districts had modeled Harrold’s M.O.  
   According to Barbara Williams with the Texas Association of 
School Boards, Harrold remains the only Texas school district 
with a guns-on-campus policy.  
   “We’re not aware of any others,” she said. 
   However, when Harrold made its groundbreaking decision one 
year ago, she watched the story go as far as Malaysia. She was 
even called by the Dr. Phil show, who asked her to help plan a 
show on the topic because they were so fascinated by it. She 
refused. 
   To her, it was so obvious as to be a non-issue. Dr. Phil, who 
claims to be a Texan, should know that, she said.  
   “This is Texas. I have a magnet on my refrigerator of the state 
with a plastic gun glued to it that says, ‘We don’t call 9-1-1.’ We 
find that funny in Texas,” she said. 
   When a London reporter asked Thweatt to explain why so 
many kooks go into schools looking for a body count, Thweatt 
said he couldn’t explain such a devolution of society, but he did 
know a simple way to stop it — the same solution he chose for 
Harrold ISD.  
   “Good guys with guns — good,” he said. “Bad guys with guns 
— bad.” 
http://www.reporternews.com/news/2009/aug/06/packed-for-
school/ 



 
 

Page 81

 
09-08-06  Covington to purchase additional patrol rifles amid 

reservations 

   COVINGTON TWP. - Despite reservations from two 
supervisors, Sgt. Bernard Klocko received permission to 
purchase two patrol rifles for the Covington Police Department. 
  The 3-2 vote during Tuesday's Board of Supervisors meeting 
will bring the total number of Bushmaster patrol rifles in the 
township to three - three more than the Dunmore Police 
Department has, and two fewer than are in patrol rotation at 
Scranton. 
  Usually divided on votes, Supervisor Chairman Thomas Yerke 
and Bill Willson voted against the request, while Vice Chairman 
David Petrosky, Marlene Beavers and Charles "Bucky" Lindner 
approved it. 
   With the new North Pocono High School opening in the 
township "and the increase in violent crime in NEPA, I feel 
patrol rifles are a necessary tool for today's police departments," 
Sgt. Klocko wrote in his July 21 request to the Board of 
Supervisors. "Most, if not all, departments within Lackawanna 
County have implemented such patrol rifles." 
  The 3-2 vote authorized Sgt. Klocko to purchase two 
Bushmaster patrol rifles, three extra magazines and two cases of 
ammunition, not to exceed $2,250.  
   "I'm not OK with the rifles," Mr. Willson said after the 
meeting. "I don't think that our township should have them." 
   With three full-time officers including Sgt. Klocko, Mr. 
Willson said the part-time department would call for assistance 
from the state police during an incident that requires patrol rifles. 
He also thinks the rifles should be locked in a secure gun safe 
each night. 
   "If we're going to have them, I want them secured," Mr. 
Willson said. 
  Sgt. Klocko said the Bushmaster rifles would be locked in the 
police cars. 
  "I do not feel comfortable having Bushmaster rifles in all the 
police cars," Mr. Yerke said prior to the vote. 
    Scranton police officers sign equipment out at the beginning of 
each shift, said Scranton Police Chief David Elliott. 
"We don't leave anything out in the cars," he said. 
  Scranton has 16 patrol rifles, five of which are in rotation for 
patrols, Chief Elliott said. There are also 12 to 15 patrol rifles 
officers own personally and can take on patrol, in lieu of the five 
patrol rifles in rotation, he said. Those officers bring their rifles 
to work and take them home at the end of their shifts, the chief 
said. 
   Chief Elliott said patrol rifles are "an extra asset to (officers) on 
the road." 
   "Patrol responds to everything," he said. 
   Dunmore Police Chief Patrick Reese said his department 
currently has no patrol rifles, but is looking to purchase four with 
National Night Out donations. 
   "We have one patrol rifle right now," said Archbald Police 
Chief Tim Trently. "We do have other long-barreled weapons. 
We are in the market to make a purchase for a few others." 
http://www.scrantontimes.com/news/covington_to_purchase_addi
tional_patrol_rifles_amid_reservations 
 

09-08-05 Mexican official says NAL Summit will focus on 

security and trade 

   A senior Mexican official spoke with reporters today, in 
advance of the North American Leaders summit this weekend.  
The official, speaking on background, explain that this summit is 
basically laying the ground work for future endeavors, and 
advised not expect to see any obvious deliverables – that 
developing the relationship is essentially the goal. 
    “No two countries are more important to each other’s security, 
prosperity, and well being than these two countries – simply by 
virtue of having a 2,000 mile border,” the official said.  
   President Obama will meet with President Filipe Calderon and 
Prime Minister Harper – in bi-lats and a tri-lat.  The leaders will 
focus on four key areas. 
   1. Economic Recovery in North America 
  The leaders will focus on the auto industry, which affects all 
three nations.  They will also discuss the issue of balancing 
security concerns along the border, with trade concerns – 
specifically the keeping trucks flowing in and out of Mexico, 
which are a ma 
   The official reminded reporters that while there is a lot of 
emphasis on the economic relationship with China, the Canada 
and Mexico are the US’s largest trading partners. 
   “For all of the mythology about China these days, for every 
dollar that China buys from the United States, Mexico and 
Canada together are buying $8 of American exports.  We are 
your second largest buyer of exports.  Canada is your first buyer 
of exports.  So as we seek to ensure that our border is safe, and 
that we are monitoring and we’re ensuring that nobody uses it 
undermine the security of our three nations, we also need to make 
sure that as we thicken and strengthen our security on the border 
that we leave doors open for the free-flow of goods and services,” 
the official said.  
   2. Citizen Security 
   This is a broad area, that includes health issues like H1N1, 
along with the violent criminal activity along the border.   “A 
great deal of the discussion will hinge on drugs and thugs,” the 
official said.  To that end, the official said that drug related crime 
is still a major issue in Mexico – and directly connected to the 
demand in the U.S. 
    “The fight against drugs cannot be won in the traditional sense 
of a battle, a war or a soccer game,” the official said, “Until you 
really take control of demand and consumer markets, the demand 
for drugs is completely inelastic so the economics and dynamics 
will be such that as long as Mexico sits next to the largest 
consumer market of illicit drugs in the world.” 
    Mexico also wants more gun control in the U.S., particularly 
when it comes to assault weapons.  
   “I would like to see the assault weapons ban reinstated – it’s 
not philosophical, it’s because of what we have seen on the 
ground…There is a direct correlation between the assault ban and 
expiring in 2004 and the numbers – simply the sheer numbers – 
of assault weapons that we seize in Mexico…We are both 
cognizant of what can and cannot be done right now – we will 
softly, diplomatically…continue to say that this is an important 
issue for us but I think the real perspectives of this moving on 
Capitol Hill these days are slim to say the least,” the official said. 
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     ““The Mexican government is not about challenging the 
Second Amendment.  That’s a sovereign decision of the United 
States.  It’s a sovereign decision of the U.S. Congress.     That’s 
up to you guys. But the Second Amendment wasn’t adopted by 
the Founding   Fathers to allow transnational organized crime to 
illicitly buy weapons in the Unites States and be illicitly cross 
them over international borders into countries where those 
calibers and types of weapons are prohibited,” the official said. 
    On H1N1, the official did not have much to say, basically just 
touted the response as an example of efficacy.  The official said 
the two countries had worked together on a plan when SARS 
began spreading in Asia in 2005, which helped the response to 
H1N1. 
    “This is a very clear example of how by preparing ahead, by 
working together, by trying to ahead of the curve, we have built a 
mechanism which allowed us to - I think - very efficiently, 
quickly transparently respond to the H1N1 virus this year.  No 
surprises – this will be an important chunk of the discussion that 
will take place between the prime minister and the two 
presidents,” the official said.  
   3. Enhancing Trade 
   In addition to the economic priorities listed above, immigration 
reform will also be addressed in the Obama/Calderon bi-lat. They 
are not expected to talk specifics – more along the lines what the 
official called a “road map” for when/how reform might be 
possible.  
   “We see immigration as not only a challenge of how do you 
manage border flows but of how two countries – one abundant in 
labor the other one abundant in capital – can work together to 
create synergies where in a legal, transparent, orderly fashion can 
ensure that willing employees can match willing employees,” the 
official said. 
  4. Global/Regional Issues 
   Everything from Honduras and Cuba, to Iran and Afghanistan, 
energy and climate change.  
   The official also spoke about how Mexico would like the three 
countries to work as more of a block within the other existing 
partnerships (i.e. G20, G8) to leverage common goals.   
   This will be President Obama’s sixth meeting with his Mexican 
counterpart.  The official described their relationship as a good 
one.  “Both guys get one another.  They understand each other,” 
the official said, listing off the things they have in common: both 
were underdogs when they started their bids for office, both left-
handed, they got married the same year - both to successful 
attorneys. 
http://blogs.abcnews.com/politicalpunch/2009/08/mexican-
official-says-nal-summit-will-focus-on-security-and-trade.html 
 

09-08-05 Slain clerk's kin relieved over arrest in '06 death 

  The suspect, 21, confessed to killing Hitender Thakur during a 
store robbery, officials say. The Indian student had come here to 
pursue his dream of a medical career. 
  Hitender Thakur came to the United States from Mandi, India, 
with high hopes and aspirations, his family says.  
    He originally wanted to be a doctor, but after moving to 
Harrisburg in 2003 following two years at an Armenian medical 
school, Thakur changed his mind and decided to pursue nursing.  

   Thakur's dream was cut short three years later, on May 26, 
2006 
  The 23-year-old was working the night shift at City Gas and 
Diesel Mini Mart in the 1500 block of State Street in Harrisburg 
when he was shot to death during an attempted robbery. Before 
leaving Harrisburg shortly after his son's death, authorities 
cautioned   Khem Singh Thakur that, even though they would still 
work the case, the killer might never be found.  
   That changed Tuesday.  
   Jerry Reeves, 21, of Harrisburg, was arrested and charged in 
the slaying. Mayor   Stephen R. Reed said Reeves confessed to 
the slaying last week as he was questioned by detectives on 
separate robbery charges.  
   As he announced the arrest, Reed noted the senselessness of the 
killing. Thakur didn't try to struggle and Reeves didn't get any 
money out of the attempt, he said. Thakur was shot "just for the 
hell of it," Reed said.  
"This is a stone-cold thug," Reed said. "And he's where he 
belongs -- prison."  
    On Tuesday, Reeves ignored questions from reporters as he 
was escorted from the city's police station to a prisoner-transport 
van after being charged with homicide, robbery, carrying a 
firearm without a license and tampering with evidence. He's 
being held in Dauphin County Prison without bail. It was unclear 
whether he had an attorney.  
   Thakur was found about 1:15 a.m. with a gunshot wound of the 
chest. Paramedics attempted to revive him, but he died at the 
scene.  
   A videotape of the holdup from security cameras showed the 
robber pointed a handgun at Thakur through an open window in 
the glass that surrounds the counter as protection for the clerk. 
Thakur bent over and tried to shut the window. The gunman 
fired, striking Thakur.  
   Because Thakur was alone, there was nobody to call the police 
or an ambulance. Minutes later, a customer found Thakur's body 
behind the counter and called for help.  
    Thakur, who had dreams of working for the World Health 
Organization, normally worked the afternoon shift at the 24-hour 
station but switched shifts with a friend that Wednesday so he 
could attend class at HACC until 9 that night. He started his shift 
about an hour later.  
   Robert William, speaking on behalf of Thakur's family, said the 
Indian community was deeply impacted by the sudden death.  
   "It sent shivers into the hearts of international students who 
have made Harrisburg their home," William said. "News of this 
arrest will put us on the path to see that justice is done and 
Hitender Thakur's death was not in vain."  
   A friend and co-worker, Nishant Rana, said Thakur only had 
about a year of classes left.  
   "We've been waiting three years for them to find him," Rana, a 
24-year-old HACC student studying respiratory therapy, said of 
the arrest. "We were losing hope, but we're glad they got him."  
http://www.pennlive.com/news/patriotnews/index.ssf?/base/news/
1249515609187430.xml&coll=1 
 

09-08-05 Gun registry has been a failure - Canadian 
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   Is the gun registry a failure or a success? Recent letters have 
shed little light on the question even though they were stuffed 
with statistics. It's time to compare competing claims. 
   Anti-gun zealots claim the registry is working because gun 
deaths have declined since the long-gun registry began in 2001. 
The primary problem with this claim is that counting gun deaths 
is not an appropriate way to measure success. Gun laws should 
improve public safety, not just reduce one way of killing. Would 
Canadians be safer if murderers somehow abandoned guns for 
knives and bombs? 
   Gun death accounting ignores the problem of "substitution." 
   Eliminating just one of the many alternative weapons is not 
likely to reduce murders or suicides. Two examples illustrate this 
point. 
    First, in many countries where guns are banned, such as 
Mexico and the former Soviet Union, the murder rates are more 
than 10 times greater than in Canada. Second, suicides in Canada 
involving shootings have dropped over the past few decades, 
while hangings have increased correspondingly so that there is 
little net change in overall suicide rate.     You decide: Does this 
make the gun registry a success? 
      One of the original justifications for the gun registry was that 
it would protect vulnerable women. Unfortunately, no changes 
are seen: More domestic murders continue to be committed with 
kitchen knives than with firearms. 
    The best measures to use in evaluating the gun registry are 
murder and suicide rates. The statistics are unequivocal: the gun 
registry has not had a meaningful impact on either. The homicide 
rate had fallen impressively before 2001 but has remained 
relatively stable since. 
     Due primarily to a booming economy and an aging 
population, the homicide rate slipped from 2.7 per 100,000 in 
1991 to 1.8 in 2000. After the long-gun registry was introduced, 
the homicide rate had risen to 2.0 by 2005. 
    The gun registry has failed to improve public safety. It is time 
we stopped wasting money on harassing hunters and target 
shooters. We should focus on jailing violent criminals and repeat 
offenders. Study after study has shown that almost all (85 to 99 
per cent) guns used by criminals are smuggled into Canada and 
have never been registered. The Conservatives under Stephen 
Harper are introducing laws that will actually improve public 
safety. Research backs up common sense; putting violent 
criminals and repeat offenders in jail longer significantly reduces 
crime rates. Liberals continue to be more concerned with the 
rights of criminals than the safety of Canadians. 
Gary Mauser, professor emeritus, 
Simon Fraser University 
http://www2.canada.com/burnabynow/news/opinion/story.html?i
d=346ad748-17c8-4b3e-a72c-cf449ffbe9df 
 

09-08-05 Silent gunman's health club shooting kills 4 

   BRIDGEVILLE, Pa. (AP) — Investigators were trying to 
determine why a gunman walked into a fitness center near 
Pittsburgh, firing up to 52 shots only at women gathered in a 
dance exercise class, killing three, and wounding nine before 
shooting himself. 
     Two women and the man believed to be the shooter died at the 
LA Fitnes center in Collier Township on Tuesday night, and 

another woman died on the way to a hospital, Allegheny County 
police Superintendent Charles Moffatt said at a news conference 
in the center's parking lot early Wednesday. 
     ``He walked right into the room where the shootings occurred 
as if he knew exactly where he was going,'' Moffatt said. ``I think 
he went in with the idea of doing what he did.'' 
     The violence rocked Collier, a bedroom community of about 
5,300 residents near Interstate 79, some eight miles southwest of 
downtown Pittsburgh. The county established a police command 
post at a nearby Bob Evans restaurant, where witnesses were 
interviewed and the media were briefed shortly after the shooting; 
family of victims were encouraged to gather at a nearby fire hall. 
   Joann Gazzam, a member of the weekly ``Latin impact'' dance 
aerobics class, saw the gunman walk to the back of the room near 
some weights, set down a bag and fumble with it for a few 
minutes before coming up with what appeared to be two guns and 
opening fire, according to her sister, Debi Wozniak, of suburban 
Dormont. 
   Gazzam told Wozniak that the instructor was among those who 
appeared to have been shot, and that the gunman had killed 
himself. 
   ``She told me, 'Debi, I seen everything. Oh, my God, I seen 
everything. I seen him pull out the guns,''' said Wozniak, who 
usually attends the class ever Tuesday from 8 p.m. to 9 p.m. but 
was running late and didn't make it. Police say the shooting 
happened about 8:15 p.m. 
   The clean-shaven gunman walked in the room wearing workout 
gear, turned off the lights and, at first nobody knew what was 
happening, said Stacey Falk, 26, of Bridgeville, who was in the 
class. 
   ``All of us girls were just ducking behind each other and it was 
just, you know, I was behind a girl, one of the girls in front to get 
hit, and when he was in the opposite corner shooting, I booked 
it,'' she told WPXI-TV. 
   Moffatt said police were not sure who the target of the shooting 
was, but witnesses said moments after the incident that an ex-
girlfriend may have been targeted. Moffatt wouldn't confirm that. 
   Moffatt said the gunman went into the health club planning to 
shoot several people — firing ``multiple'' weapons 
``indiscriminately,'' — and didn't say anything before unleashing 
a burst of bullets. 
   The gunman was a member of the health club and had 
identification, but that police needed to check fingerprints and 
speak to his family to confirm his identity, Moffatt said. The 
Allegheny County Medical Examiner said three of the four 
victims had been positively identified early Wednesday, but their 
names would likely not be released before midmorning. 
   Moffatt said police recovered at least two guns from the scene 
and that a note was found in the shooter's duffel bag, but he 
would not say whether the shooter had written it. 
   ``I don't think anyone could have stopped him,'' Moffatt said. 
   Five victims arrived in critical condition at UPMC Mercy 
Hospital, but three were upgraded to serious condition by early 
Wednesday. Two women remained in fair condition at another 
Pittsburgh hospital, while one victim was treated and released for 
a shoulder wound at a third hospital south of the city. A woman 
with a bullet wound to the knee remained there in stable 
condition Wednesday. 
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   Moffatt said the gunman may have fired as many as 52 shots, 
assuming the guns were fully loaded and subtracting the number 
of bullets remaining in them. The shooting took about a minute 
and police don't believe the gunman would have had time to 
reload. 
   Moffatt would not say what kind of guns were used, but he 
believes the gunman was their legal owner. 
     Loretta Moss, 44, of McDonald, said she was exercising on a 
treadmill when she heard a popping noise. 
     ``I didn't pay any attention, and the next minute, people were 
screaming,'' said Moss, who had come to the gym Tuesday night 
for the first time in a couple of weeks. She said she then heard 
more pops. 
     ``There was like a whole spray of them. I'd say about 15 
altogether, and then people started screaming and yelling and 
started running out the building,'' she said. 
     ``We laid down, and then after the last set of ... gunshots, we 
got up, and someone said run.'' 
     Moss said she then saw two young women bleeding, one shot 
in the leg and one in the shoulder. She said she checked on the 
pulse of the lady shot in the leg. 
     ``She was screaming, 'It's burning, just please call the 
ambulance,''' Moss said. 
     Richard Walker of Tulsa, Okla., who is in the area working on 
oil rigs, was playing basketball near the exercise room when he 
heard shots. 
     ``The next thing I know, everybody's going, 'Run, run,''' he 
said. He said heard about 12 shots before he started moving and 
another eight or nine as he was leaving the building. He led a 
woman who had been shot in the thigh outside the building about 
50 yards. 
     ``She just kept saying, 'He's gonna kill me.''' Walker said she 
didn't elaborate. 
     The fitness center, which opened last year, is in a strip mall 
called the Great Southern Shopping Center, where a few 
businesses were destroyed in a 2006 fire. The fitness center said 
in a statement: ``Each of us in the LA Fitness family are shocked 
and saddened by the senseless acts of violence that took place.'' 
http://indianagazette.com/articles/2009/08/05/news/region_and_s
tate/doc4a79034992aa7592456546.txt 
 
09-08-05 North Scranton shop owner dies after gun 

discharges 

   A well-known North Scranton businessman was killed Tuesday 
when a handgun he was showing a friend at his sporting goods 
store discharged, police said. 
   Bill's Sporting Goods owner Ted Warholic, 73, died at 
Community Medical Center shortly after the shooting at the shop 
at 1907 N. Main Ave., Police Chief David Elliott said. 
   The investigation was ongoing, and Chief Elliott said the 
Lackawanna County district attorney's office will determine 
whether the shooting was an accident. 
  "We have to wonder why there was a round in there," the chief 
said, referring to the gun. "It's not a closed case at this point." 
    The shooting happened just before 1 p.m. as Mr. Warholic, 
who has owned the landmark shop on Providence Square for 
more than 20 years, was looking at weapons with friend and 
North Scranton resident Ralph Falzetti, Chief Elliott said. 

   As he held a .357-caliber handgun by the barrel and passed it 
butt-first to Mr. Falzetti, the weapon discharged, striking Mr. 
Warholic once in the chest, the chief said. 
  The gun was believed to be part of the store's stock, not a 
personal weapon, police said. 
   Two other employees, including Mr. Warholic's son, were in 
the store at the time, Chief Elliott said. 
   Police blocked off the sidewalk in front the business. About a 
dozen people watched from the behind the police tape as 
emergency medical technicians moved Mr. Warholic on a 
stretcher from the store to a waiting ambulance. 
    A former president of the North Scranton Professional 
Business Association, Mr. Warholic purchased Bill's in 1987 
from long-time owner and operator Bill Zingle. 
    He had previously worked for 35 years at Sugerman's 
department store in Eynon, including 14 years as manager of the 
sporting goods department and 13 years as store manager. 
   Chief Elliott said Mr. Warholic counted many city police 
officers among his customers. 
  Police Capt. Carl Graziano said he sometimes visited the shop 
and knew Mr. Warholic. 
   "It's a tragedy. He was well-liked over there," Capt. Graziano 
said. "I don't think you'd find anybody who would say a bad thing 
about him." 
http://www.scrantontimes.com/news/north_scranton_shop_owner
_dies_after_gun_discharges 
 

09-08-05 Local Washington Co man faces firearms charge 

   A man who was found delinquent more than a decade ago on a 
charge of involuntary manslaughter for killing a Canonsburg 
teenager was arrested Monday for illegally possessing guns.  
   Christopher Smittle, 26, of 81 Valley View Road, North 
Bethlehem Township, was charged by state police with persons 
not to possess firearms. Since he was found delinquent in juvenile 
court for the Dec. 1, 1997, shooting death of 14-year-old Douglas 
Amon, he is not permitted to own a firearm.  
   Amon was shot as Smittle showed him a rifle while the two 
were in Smittle's home on Alexander Avenue in Strabane, North 
Strabane Township.  
   State police, in an affidavit filed with District Judge David 
Mark, said they received a tip from a confidential source that 
Smittle had firearms that he was discharging near his home. 
Police received information from a second source that Smittle 
had guns.  
    After obtaining a warrant, police searched Smittle's home 
Monday and found a 9 mm pistol, a .22-caliber semiautomatic 
rifle, a .270-caliber rifle and a shotgun. Several of the guns were 
found in the closet of Smittle's bedroom.  
    Smittle's live-in girlfriend, Amanda Hladonik, told police that 
she purchased the shotgun and one of the rifles. She told police 
that Smittle was with her when she bought the rifle. 
    Police said Hladonik was unable to describe the weapons 
including the caliber, makes or models.  
     This is not the first time he has been arrested for a weapons 
violation. Smittle was still under the supervision of juvenile court 
when he was sentenced in November 2002 for having a loaded 
pistol in his car during a traffic stop.  
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   Smittle was arraigned on the latest charge before Mark. He was 
placed in Washington County Jail on $10,000 bond.  
   Police said they are continuing their investigation and 
additional charges are pending. 
http://www.observer-reporter.com/OR/Story/08-05-scenery-hill-
man-arrested 
 
09-08-04 More seek concealed weapons permits 

   Gun owners are packing heat in record numbers, fearful of 
stricter gun control under the Obama administration and higher 
crime in a sour economy. 
     Some states and counties report a surge in applications for 
concealed weapons permits since the November election. All 
states but Illinois and Wisconsin allow concealed weapons, but 
requirements differ. 
    Applications already have hit a record this year in Clay 
County, Mo., where the sheriff's office received 888 through 
June, compared with 863 in all of last year, says Sheriff Bob 
Boydston. The office recently hired two part-time workers to deal 
with the rush. 
    In the past, applicants tended to be middle-aged men, he says, 
but recent applicants include "grandmothers, older folks, young 
women, young men." 
    They tell him the bad economy will lead to more thefts and 
break-ins, he says, but his statistics show violent crime related to 
the recession hasn't gone up. 
    They also say they fear gun control, he says. Last week, 
Boydston spoke with an elderly couple seeking a permit. "They 
are positive the president is on the verge of coming to our homes 
and taking our weapons," he says. 
    Statewide, the Missouri State Highway Patrol has processed 
18,878 background checks so far this year for the permits, the 
most since the agency began keeping statistics in 2005, Lt. John 
Hotz says. It processed 18,466 checks during all of last year. 
   In May, Obama signed a law that will allow guns in national 
parks. "The president respects and supports the Second 
Amendment and the tradition of gun ownership in this country," 
White House spokesman Ben LaBolt says.  
   Interest groups on both sides agree that demand for permits is 
up because of economic uncertainty and concerns about a new 
president and a Democrat-controlled Congress. 
     "People pay attention to politics. … They're afraid of another 
effort" to try to enact more gun control, says Andrew 
Arulanandam, spokesman for the National Rifle Association. 
"Part of the concern is spurred by the economic downturn and 
fear that crime will go up." 
   Paul Helmke, president of the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun 
Violence, fears that violent confrontations will increase as more 
people carry concealed guns. "When someone's carrying a gun 
around and they're not fully trained, oftentimes they'll use it just 
because it's there," he says. 
   Demand is also up in: 
   •Florida. The Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services hired 61 temporary workers in spring to tackle a backlog 
in applications, says spokesman Terence McElroy. The 
department received 75,520 applications through June, on pace to 
beat last year's record of 90,331. 

   •Caldwell County, N.C. Residents filed 358 applications for 
permits in the first half of this year, compared with 135 for the 
same period last year, "a bigger increase than we've ever seen in 
the past," says Sheriff's Detective B.J. Fore. "People are worried 
about desperate times." 
  •Texas. The Department of Public Safety has seen "an 
unprecedented increase" in applications since November, 
spokeswoman Lisa Block says. 
  •Utah. June ranked as the top month ever for applications, with 
11,292 received, says Lt. Doug Anderson of the state Bureau of 
Criminal Identification. This year also is record-setting, he says, 
with 49,499 applications in through June. 
   Craig Ball, manager of Impact Guns in Ogden, Utah, has 
offered more training courses to meet demand.  
  "Last year, a typical class would be 15 to 20 people," he says. 
"Right after the election, we had as many as 55 people." 
 
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2009-08-03-guns_N.htm 
 
09-08-04 Stiletto Spy School unleashes inner Bond girls 

Women learn to shoot, survive, sip martinis — and come out 
more confident 
    Be careful around that soccer mom sitting next to you. She 
may just be a trained killer. 
Courtesy of the Stiletto Spy School, ordinary women around the 
country are channeling their inner Bond girls — learning 
everything from hand-to-hand combat to seductive dancing, 
SWAT team-style firearm skills to keeping a poker face among 
high rollers at casinos. Based in both Las Vegas and New York, 
the school puts women through vigorous weekend training 
sessions that come straight out of tongue-in-cheek Hollywood 
action thrillers — but are designed to help its students feel 
confident and empowered in the real world. 
   TODAY’s Natalie Morales and Amy Robach entered the 
shadowy world of intrigue by enrolling at the weekend spy 
school’s Las Vegas campus. While the pair struggled a little with 
the necessary component of selecting their spy names (Morales 
went with the generic “Bond Girl,” while Robach, after much 
waffling, chose “Steady Aim Amy”), they successfully completed 
the course along with a group of everyday women seeking to 
awaken their dormant femme fatale personas. 
Fun with a purpose 
   Stiletto Spy School founder Alana Winter told TODAY that 
while her project is largely fun and games, she has a serious goal 
— to increase self-confidence and self-esteem in workaday 
women, and to release their untapped potential. 
    “I went out around the world, looking for top experts in the 
field who had incredible knowledge — who could deliver that 
knowledge in a fun, incredibly effective, precise way, so that the 
girls in a weekend can get an incredible take-home value,” 
Winter said. 
    The Stiletto Spy School originated in Las Vegas and recently 
expanded to New York City, with the goal of eventual expansion 
around the country. While the school offers plenty of mirth, the 
real-life skills offered weren’t lost on the participants who went 
to spy school with Morales and Robach. 
    After engaging in a spirited bout of knife-fighting with her 
daughter Raychal, participant Shary Moxley (code name: Betty 
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Ballcaulk) told TODAY she believed her daughter was truly 
earning her stripes at the school. 
   “I think it’s empowering women and giving them confidence 
and the ability to protect themselves,” Moxley said. “It helps at 
any age to know how to protect yourself in the world.” 
Soccer mom no more 
      It also allowed one participant to step out of her more 
mundane — albeit fulfilling — life as a civilian. South Dakotan 
Sharon Parker Wilde told TODAY her transformation into a 
Charlie’s Angel was a dream mission accomplished. 
   “I feel like such a soccer mom,” she said. “Not that there’s 
anything wrong with soccer moms, but I want to be something a 
little bit different — I wanted a little edge to the soccer-mom 
thing.” 
   As for founder Winter, the Stiletto Spy School is the 
culmination of a lifelong curiosity about what she saw in the 
larger-than-life ladies of TV and big-screen fantasies. 
    “I saw these female icons in the movies — from Diana Rigg in 
‘The Avengers’ to Uma Thurman in ‘Kill Bill’ — and they were 
cool, calm and collected,” Winter told the New York Daily 
News. “They knew just enough about everything to get out of 
almost anything. 
“I just thought: ‘Where do they go to learn all that?’ ”  
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/32218342/ns/today-
today_fashion_and_beauty/ 
 
09-08-04 NFL's Burress deserves mandatory jail sentence 

   Apparently there is much discussion in the New York legal 
system with regards to the punishment for NFL player Plaxico 
Burress.  
   Burress had an unlicensed firearm and accidentally shot himself 
last November in a club. The law in New York City is clear. 
Being convicted of possessing an unlicensed firearm within New 
York City limits carries a mandatory three-year jail sentence. 
Burress was offered a plea bargain of reduced jail time requiring 
a two-year sentence, but he was only willing to accept one year, 
so it appears the case will go to trial. (Note: Burress was indicted 
by a grand jury on weapons charges Monday, and he faces a 
prison sentence of 3Â½ years if convicted.)  
   Why is there any discussion on this? Burress had the gun, he 
shot himself, it was an illegal firearm. Forget all the other 
legalese.  
   As the NRA says, "we don't need more gun laws. Enforce the 
laws we already have." Mandatory means mandatory.  
     He should go to jail for three years minimum if convicted. 
Granted his stupidity injured only himself, but he could have just 
as easily shot the guy next to him. Mandatory sentence should 
mean just that. And yes, I belong to the NRA. 
JIM LINDLEY, Warrington Twp.  
http://www.pennlive.com/letters/index.ssf/2009/08/nfls_burress_
deserves_mandator.html 
 

09-08-04 Fugitive sentenced for gun possession 

    PHILADELPHIA --- The first in a long list of fugitives nabbed 
as part of the Chester Police Department’s ongoing “Most 
Wanted” campaign was sentenced to serve six years after 
pleading guilty to a federal firearms violation, authorities said 
Monday. 

    Vincent Lamar Franklin volunteered to police when he was 
first arrested back in November 2007 that he had “a burner,” 
meaning a handgun, according to a joint press release by U.S. 
Attorney Michael L. Levy and Delaware County District 
Attorney G. Michael Green. 
   Franklin had already been convicted of robbery and drug 
offenses in Chester. As a result, he was not permitted to carry a 
firearm. 
   “There is no denying the correlation between drug trafficking 
and the illegal use of firearms,” Green said. “For this reason, our 
policy is to review every case where a felon is found in 
possession of a firearm for federal prosecution. 
    “I believe this policy will remove people who are very likely to 
use firearms illegally from Delaware County; eliminating the 
threat to the good people of Delaware County communities like 
the City of Chester,” Green said. 
   Franklin pleaded guilty to a federal indictment for possession of 
a firearm by a convicted felon on Feb. 5. 
   In addition to the jail term, he was sentenced to a consecutive 
five years supervised release. 
   Franklin was wanted on a rearrest warrant for a 2007 attempted 
homicide when he made the “Most Wanted” list. 
  He was apprehended without incident on that warrant in Darby 
Borough in September 2008. 
http://www.delcotimes.com/articles/2009/08/04/business/doc4a7
7a9fc91c7e418171242.txt 
 
09-08-04 Gun foes see new hope with Sotomayor 

   After years of losing, gun control advocates say this week's vote 
on confirming Judge Sonia Sotomayor to the Supreme Court will 
be their long-awaited win that shatters conventional wisdom and 
proves that the Second Amendment is no longer the unstoppable 
force of Washington politics.  
   Proponents of gun control say the National Rifle Association 
(NRA) and similar groups have overreached. They point to a 
Senate vote last month blocking an effort to expand concealed-
carry laws.  
    "The lesson that's going to come out of this is you can vote 
against the NRA and still win, and win in gun-friendly areas," 
said Paul Helmke, president of the Brady Campaign to Prevent 
Gun Violence, the nation's leading gun control group, which is 
billing this week's vote as a chance to defeat the NRA.  
     Gun rights supporters dismissed suggestions that they've lost 
their long hold on the Capitol. The NRA's spokesman dared 
lawmakers to test Second Amendment voters at their "own peril."  
    Since the 2000 elections, few lawmakers have bucked gun 
advocacy groups, and the NRA in particular. The powerful lobby 
had proved too often that it could swing elections in battleground 
states simply by sending its traditional election-time blaze-orange 
postcards telling voters how their elected officials scored on gun 
rights.  
    When an effort by Sen. John Thune, South Dakota Republican, 
to expand reciprocity for concealed-carry laws throughout the 
nation failed July 22 to overcome a filibuster in a 58-39 vote, gun 
control groups said they'd made a dent. This week, they expect 
Judge Sotomayor to be confirmed to the Supreme Court despite 
the vocal opposition of the NRA and Gun Owners of America 
(GOA).  
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   The NRA said the Thune amendment vote should be cold 
comfort to gun control groups.  
   "Only the Brady Campaign will try to spin getting 39 votes in 
the U.S. Senate as a resounding victory," said Andrew 
Arulanandam, the NRA's spokesman.  
He said gun rights remain as potent an issue as ever.  
     Some Second Amendment supporters say that defeating Judge 
Sotomayor's nomination is not central to their mission, and that it 
was the wrong time to stage a fight.  
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2009/aug/04/gun-foes-
see-new-hope-with-sotomayor/?feat=home_headlines 
 

 

09-08-03 ATF worries about cartel grenades coming into US 

   PHOENIX — It was a scenario U.S. law enforcement had long 
feared: A fragmentation grenade from Mexico's bloody drug war 
tossed into a public place. 
    Only the grenade thrower's bumbling prevented bloodshed in a 
south Texas bar — he neglected to pull a second safety clasp. But 
the act was proof that one of the deadliest  weapons in Mexico's 
drug battle is a real threat to the U.S., and investigators are 
stepping up efforts to make sure it doesn't happen again. 
   While Mexican drug violence has been spilling across the 
border in the form of kidnappings and killings, grenades are a 
particular worry because they can kill large numbers of people 
indiscriminately, and they are a weapon of choice among 
Mexican cartel members. 
  "It's one thing to shoot someone — that's a very violent act. But 
to throw a grenade into a crowded bar or a crowded restaurant, 
that's a different type of criminal you are dealing with, a different 
mindset," said Bill Newell, special agent in charge of the U.S. 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives in Arizona 
and New Mexico. 
   In Mexico, there have been countless grenade attacks against 
police and rivals. Nearly a year ago, three alleged drug hit men 
threw several grenades into crowds of Independence Day 
revelers, killing eight people and wounding 106 others in an 
unprecedented attack on civilians. 
   The weapons are preferred by drug hitmen because they are 
cheap and easy to find. Many are left over from Central 
America's civil wars and sold on the black market to drug cartels. 
Some are brought in by weapons smugglers. Others are diverted 
from the region's militaries: In April, Guatemala seized 563 
grenades after a shootout with Mexican drug cartel members, and 
officials later determined the grenades came from Guatemalan 
military bases. 
    The Mexican government says 1,600 grenades were seized in 
Mexico last year, a 170 percent increase from 594 in 2007. 
Already, 950 grenades have been recovered this year. 
  And there is evidence that those grenades are making their way 
north. 
   The grenade that failed to explode in the bar in Pharr, Texas, 
had the same markings as grenades thrown in October at the U.S. 
consulate in Monterrey, Mexico, and at a television station in 
early January in the same city. The grenade thrown at the 
consulate failed to explode, and no one was injured when the 
grenade hit the Televisa network's studio as it aired its nightly 
newscast. 

   But all three grenades were manufactured at the same time and 
place, and were at one point together in the same batch from 
South Korea. Their manufacture date was unavailable. 
   The United States and South Korea rank as the top two 
producers of the grenades seized in Mexico, according to the 
ATF. 
   Grenades were mostly isolated to southern Mexico in the early 
days of the drug war and gradually moved northward as the 
government's attack on the cartels intensified and drug traffickers 
sought heavier arms. 
  American firearms agents began taking a harder look at the 
grenade threat from Mexico after explosives popped up at spots 
not far from the U.S. border. 
    The Mexican military seized 165 grenades and 14 sticks of 
TNT belonging to the Gulf cartel in the November raid of a 
house in the border town of Reynosa, Mexico, a dozen miles 
south of McAllen, Texas. That same month, grenades were used 
as diversions in the fatal ambush of a state police chief a few 
miles south of Arizona in Nogales, Mexico. 
    The alleged gang member who threw the South Korean 
grenade into the Texas bar on Jan. 31 wasn't believed to have 
been acting on behalf of a cartel. Still, Hidalgo County Sheriff 
Guadalupe Trevino, whose office investigated the case, suspects 
there is a loose association between the gang behind the attack 
and Mexican cartel members. 
  After the grenade bounced off the floor and landed on a pool 
table, an off-duty police officer picked it up and threw it back out 
the door. No one was hurt, no arrests were made, and authorities 
are divided about whether the targets were rival gang members or 
off-duty police officers. 
  The incident led the ATF to issue a warning to law enforcement 
agencies along the border. 
   "We shared it with our deputies right then and there. We 
cautioned them that while it hasn't happened here, it could 
happen here," said Capt. Eben Bratcher, a spokesman for the 
Yuma County Sheriff's Office along Arizona's border with 
Mexico. 
   Criminals using grenades in the United States would mostly 
likely target people tied to     the criminal world, rather than 
civilians. Cartel bosses wouldn't likely approve of grenade 
attacks on U.S. law enforcement, fearing that a strong push-back 
from the United States would disrupt business, U.S. law 
enforcement officials and security experts said. 
   In Mexico, cartels usually toss grenades at police and military 
outposts and rarely have thrown them into crowded businesses or 
other public places. 
   Grenade attacks north of the border would more likely be 
carried out by rogue cartel members or homegrown gang thugs 
who assist cartels in home invasions and other crimes north of the 
border, law enforcement officers said. 
    "What's to stop some hothead from going off on their own and 
lobbing grenades at U.S. law enforcement officers?" said T.J. 
Bonner, president of the National Border Patrol Council, a union 
representing 16,000 U.S. Border Patrol agents. 
   The ATF feels so strongly about the threat grenades pose to the 
United States that they have sent bomb technicians to Mexico, 
Guatemala and El Salvador to train authorities there to identify 
and track grenades. 
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     The grenades sold legally to help U.S. allies in the region are 
snatched by corrupt soldiers who get paid by former colleagues, 
then cover their tracks by altering paperwork. Grenades then 
wind through Central America and Mexico, selling for $100 
when bought individually and $50 apiece when purchased in 
bulk, according to the ATF. 
  ATF officials said the United States keeps tight controls over its 
own grenade inventories and that it knows of no grenades 
recovered in Mexico that were taken directly from American 
military supplies. 
   Scott Stewart, a vice president for the global intelligence firm 
Stratfor and a former diplomatic security agent for the State 
Department, said an even more daunting challenge in trying to 
prevent grenade smuggling into the United States is the 
porousness of the border. 
  "If we have bales of marijuana coming in and kilos of cocaine 
coming in, it's hard to guard against a handful of grenades," 
Stewart said. 
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5hhPtfctfo
TnAGIgzTYLv_44Dd46gD99RINSO0 
 
09-08-03 Police: Crime rates down despite bad economy 

   Crime rates are falling in big cities across America, even 
though unemployment is high and it’s summer – two factors that 
historically are a prescription for trouble. So what’s going on? 
     Commissioner Charles Ramsey of the Philadelphia Police 
Department and Chief John Timoney of the Miami Police 
Department spoke to Alina Cho on CNN’s “American Morning” 
Monday. 
     Alina Cho: Chief Timoney, I want to start with you. As I just 
said, we’re dealing with a bad economy, the dog days of summer, 
usually a recipe for higher crime. But crime rates are actually 
falling in major cities across America. What exactly is going on 
in your estimation? 
     Chief John Timoney: Well I think it’s a myth the whole notion 
there’s a direct correlation between a bad economy and crime. 
All you have to do is really look at the Great Depression. Crime 
rates did not skyrocket. Similarly, here over the last year and a 
half – and we’ve monitored [it] pretty closely – the assumption is 
crime is down. So some guy that’s a truck driver one day, loses 
his job, goes out and commits robberies and burglaries the next 
day is simply not true. Over the last year and a half at our 
CompStat crime meetings, we’re looking at the people that were 
arrested for these crimes and it’s the same people. It’s the 
frequent flyers, guys with 15, 25 prior arrests. If the economy had 
a direct impact we’d be arresting people for the first time and 
that’s simply not happening. 
     Cho: Commissioner Ramsey, I want to get to you. You 
currently head the Philadelphia Police Department but most of 
our viewers know you best for heading the D.C. sniper 
investigation in 2002. I certainly remember that quite well. 
Homicide is down in Philadelphia 11%. That’s astounding. What 
do you think is happening? What is your department doing 
differently? 
     Commissioner Ramsey: Well we’re actually 25% down over 
the last year and a half, when I first took office in January of ‘08. 
So we’ve been making good progress. Our clearance rate is up 
near 80%. That is one of the factors. Our homicide investigators 

have been clearing cases a lot faster and getting the right people 
off the job. And plus, we’ve put in place some strategies so that if 
there’s a violent act that takes place, we look toward retaliation 
or the possibility of retaliation and we can deploy more real-time 
than we were before using technology and keeping track of 
what’s going on to get people in the right spots at the right time. 
    Cho: You mentioned technology. A lot of police work has 
gone high-tech, officers using mobile phones and the like. That’s 
helped a tremendous amount, has it not? 
      Ramsey: Well it has helped but it still gets down to good 
basic police work, I think. In Philadelphia, for example, we’re 
actually a bit behind in technology. A lot of big cities are because 
it’s so expensive to get some of these systems. But if you use 
what you have, use it wisely, and make good critical decisions 
early on, you can avoid some of the problems. 
     Cho: Chief Timoney, I want to move onto the Henry Louis 
Gates case, the Harvard professor arrested in his home on July 
16. You wrote an op-ed in The Miami Herald, saying it’s a shame 
that people on all sides have reacted so quickly and that the case 
may have been triggered by misconceptions. Explain that. 
     Timoney: People right away, and it seemed like everybody, 
jumped to conclusions, read into the situation things that weren’t 
there. For example, that the officer went there strictly as a result 
of a racial description when, in fact, the 911 caller never 
described race. There were other things that people latched onto. 
Some of them having to do with stereotypes, some of them have 
to do with preconceived notions. A whole host of things. The 
bottom line is in situations like that they become highly volatile. 
They break down, unfortunately, sometimes along racial lines. 
And you see, even on television, people who are colleagues and 
friends breaking down along racial lines. It seems when you look 
at the facts, the dispassionate, cold-hearted facts, you can still 
find fault on either side. But it’s not as bad or as inflammatory as 
initially it was charged in the early days once the arrest surfaced. 
    Cho: Commissioner Ramsey, let me ask you this. Yes, that is 
all true. Some people have suggested that as unfortunate as this 
was that really it has opened up a larger discussion on race and is 
that such a bad thing. I’m curious to know if you have done 
anything differently, planning to do anything differently in terms 
of race relations inside your department? 
     Ramsey: Well it does open up a larger discussion, which I do 
think is a good thing. But I think everyone needs to take a deep 
breath when these things take place. I agree with John that we’re 
too quick to jump to conclusions. I’ve heard the term racism 
thrown around more in the past week or two than I have since the 
1960s or ’70s. So that’s a very dangerous thing. And I think that 
people need to really stop and take a look. I think you’ve got two 
people, both of whom if they had it to do over again might have 
done one or two things slightly differently. But it wasn’t a racist 
act. It wasn’t anything that had to do with anything like that. It’s 
just unfortunate where you had a police officer and a citizen that 
didn’t see eye to eye on an issue, things got out of hand and we 
wind up talking about it here on your program. 
http://amfix.blogs.cnn.com/2009/08/03/crime-rates-down-
despite-bad-economy/ 
 
09-08-02 Man charged in deadly Hazleton shooting 
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   A Hazleton man allegedly connected to an early Saturday 
shooting that left one man dead and another injured at Club 570 
on Club 40 Road was arraigned and jailed in lieu of $75,000 
straight bail, investigators said. 
   Confined to a wheelchair, Johan M. Pujols, 22, of West First 
Street, was brought to District Judge Daniel O'Donnell's office in 
Sugarloaf on Saturday night and arraigned on charges linked to 
the 2 a.m. shooting. 
  He faces two felony counts of aggravated assault, but could 
potentially face more charges as police continue their 
investigation, according to Luzerne County Assistant District 
Attorney David Pedri. 
   Officials have not identified the man who was shot in the chest 
and killed when a fight broke out at the club, but Pedri said 
additional charges may be filed against Pujols pending an early-
morning autopsy today and a coroner's report. 
   "We're not going to do anything with forensic charges until we 
hear from the coroner," Pedri said. "There's a potential for more 
charges." 
    Investigators wheeled Pujols into the courtroom, where he sat 
quietly while being arraigned before O'Donnell. One of his hands 
was heavily bandaged, and Pedri said investigators believe Pujols 
was injured by his own bullet. 
  Two women and two men attended the arraignment in support 
of Pujols, who apologized and said he was acting in self-defense 
as he was escorted to a police cruiser after the arraignment. 
  Hazleton police Detective James Dixon said in an affidavit of 
probable cause that the charges stem from a 2:32 a.m. report that 
police received from Hazleton General Hospital staff, who said 
multiple gunshot victims arrived seeking treatment. 
   City Patrolman Scott Nicholas, who was conducting a traffic 
stop at the time, learned from the driver that a shooting occurred 
at Club 570 and that the victims were taken to the hospital. 
   Several officers arrived at the club within a minute and police 
closed part of the road to preserve evidence. 
    Nicholas observed blood droplets in the middle of the parking 
lot, near where Club 570's lot meets with the road, the affidavit 
says. He followed a trail of droplets that went south along the 
road to the west berm, where they stopped, police said. 
   The officer also observed four empty .380-caliber casings near 
the berm where the blood droplets stopped, police said. 
   Nicholas headed to the hospital, which is less than a quarter 
mile from the club, and met with emergency department staff who 
told him an unidentified male sustained a gunshot would to the 
middle of his chest while a second man, identified as Luis Perez-
Rodriguez, suffered a gunshot would to the leg and stomach, 
police said. 
  Pujols had been shot in the left wrist area, police said. 
   Perez-Rodriguez was taken to Geisinger Wyoming Valley 
Medical Center in Plains Township, where he underwent surgery 
and was being treated Saturday night in the intensive care unit, 
police said. 
   Police did not identify the man who was shot in the chest, and 
Pedri said that information would not be available until today at 
the earliest. 
   Nicholas was then directed to a waiting area at the hospital, 
where he met with Edwin Leon, who was with Pujols at the club. 

   Leon told police he went with Pujols to the hospital following 
the shooting and told police Pujols was in a fight with the two 
shooting victims, the affidavit says. 
   "Leon stated that at least three people attacked Pujols at which 
time Pujols produced a handgun and started shooting,:" Dixon 
wrote in the affidavit. "Leon stated that he and Pujols drove 
Pujols' car to the hospital and that the gun was still in the car." 
    Leon showed Nicholas the vehicle, a black Nissan Maxima, 
parked at the hospital lot, police said. Nicholas looked in the 
windows and saw a black handgun on the floor and in plain view 
near the passenger rear seat, the affidavit says. 
    Dixon arrived at the hospital at about 3:05 a.m. and attempted 
to interview Pujols, who had his left wrist bandaged, the affidavit 
says. Emergency room staff told Dixon that Pujols suffered a 
gunshot wound to the wrist and would soon be moved to the 
operating room. 
  Pujols told Dixon that he was arguing with some people at Club 
570 and that the argument moved outside the club, where it 
became physical. 
   He told Dixon that he could not remember anything after that, 
the affidavit says. 
     After speaking with Pujols, Dixon was directed to the area 
where Perez-Rodriguez was being treated. Emergency staff found 
a bullet on the table where Perez-Rodriguez was being treated 
and Dixon asked the staff not to disturb the area until it was 
processed by police and the evidence secured. 
   Police also viewed video surveillance cameras at the hospital, 
which showed three vehicles pulling in at around 2:28 a.m., and 
several people running into the emergency room doorway and 
staff coming to assist. 
   Pujols was observed walking into the emergency room lobby 
holding his hand and he was directed to a wheelchair. 
    A second man walked into the lobby a few minutes later, with 
help from other men. He was identified at Perez-Rodriguez, the 
affidavit says. 
    In an interview with Pujols' father, police determined that he 
owns a pawn shop at Third and Alter streets, where he had access 
to firearms, police said. 
  On Saturday, police executed search warrants at Pujols' home 
and business. During a search of his vehicle, police observed a 
Bersa Firestorm .380 semi-automatic handgun on the rear 
passenger side floor. The gun had a magazine in the weapon, 
which had one loaded spare cartridge. 
   The handgun also had a loaded spare cartridge in the chamber, 
similar to cartridges recovered outside the club. The handgun 
also had blood on the slide and barrel and the driver's side rear 
seat, door, floor and rear seat were covered in blood, police said. 
   Police also searched the pawn shop, where they found a box for 
the handgun. The serial number on the box matched the number 
on the gun. 
   The firearm was licensed to Pujols. 
    Dixon requested high bail at the arraignment, citing the 
ongoing investigation, multiple injuries sustained during the 
incident and a mandatory five- to 10-year firearms sentence that 
Pujols could face. 
His preliminary hearing is scheduled for 10 a.m. Wednesday, 
O'Donnell said. 
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http://www.standardspeaker.com/news/man_charged_in_deadly_
hazleton_shooting 
 
09-08-01 Trial pending in Hill robbery, shooting death 

   A Hill District man yesterday was ordered to stand trial for the 
fatal shooting in June of a Lawrenceville man during a robbery 
attempt in the Hill. 
    Lonnelle Johnson, 19, is accused in the June 26 slaying of 
Hoang "Tony"  Nguyen, 21, and the wounding of Mr. Nguyen's 
brother, Thomas Nguyen, during an armed robbery on Beford 
Avenue at Junilla Street in the Hill District. 
     Witnesses said the victims were shot after Hoang Nguyen told 
the gunman he had no money. 
   The suspect threatened to kill Mr. Nguyen if he tried to leave 
the scene, and shots rang out after Mr. Nguyen put his car in 
drive. 
    Mr. Johnson was arrested during a traffic stop July 9 on 
charges of homicide, aggravated assault and two counts of 
robbery. 
    At the time of the shooting, Mr. Johnson already was awaiting 
trial on charges stemming from his arrest last October on charges 
of receiving stolen property, criminal conspiracy and possession 
of unlawful body armor. 
   He was also facing various drug charges and a firearm charge 
dating to January. 
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/09213/987896-53.stm 
 

09-08-01 Man eludes search after stabbing teen riding a bike 

on Thun Trail in Cumru Township 

    A teenager riding his bicycle with friends along the Thun Trail 
was stabbed Friday night by a man who tried to steal one of their 
bicycles, police reported. 
   The boy was attacked about 7:30 near the pedestrian bridge that 
spans the Schuylkill River between Reading and West Reading. 
   The victim, who was about 16, was treated in Reading Hospital 
for a stab wound to his hip area, police said. They did not release 
his name. His condition could not be determined. 
   Shortly after the stabbing, a police dog unit from Wyomissing 
searched the woods between the Thun Trail and train tracks on 
the west side of the river. 
   Police broadcast a description of the attacker to all Berks 
County departments late Friday, asking them to be on the lookout 
for him. 
   The attacker was described as a white man about 60 years old 
with gray, slicked-back hair. He was wearing a green baseball 
hat, a gray shirt and shorts. He also had a black backpack with 
white stripes. 
    The boy was stabbed in a remote area on the west side of the 
Schuylkill River, where Reading, West Reading and Cumru 
Township converge. The area is near the handicapped fishing 
dock off South First Avenue. 
   According to police, the man approached the youths and tried 
to take one of their bikes. He then stabbed the boy. 
    The youths rode over the pedestrian bridge into Reading to get 
help. Five bicycles lay in the wet grass in Riverfront Park while 
police searched both sides of the river for the attacker. 
   Police roped off the pedestrian bridge and the trail with crime-
scene tape. 

   It was still daylight when the attack occurred, and police said 
all the youths got a good look at the attacker. 
   Police kept the victim's friends away from reporters as they 
tried to get details. 
http://readingeagle.com/article.aspx?id=150644 
 
09-08-01 Murder suspect turned herself in 

     Murder suspect Sasha Hernandez gave herself up to police at 
her downtown apartment building hours after a 20-year-old city 
man was shot to death on the sidewalk outside the building, 
according to a police affidavit.  
   "I am the one you're looking for," 16-year-old Hernandez told a 
Lebanon County deputy sheriff Friday afternoon as she walked 
out a rear entrance of her apartment building at 46 S. Eighth St., 
according to a police affidavit. Police had set up a perimeter 
around the building after the midday shooting that killed Steven 
Santiago.  
    About 3 ½ hours earlier, Santiago was with a group of people 
outside the building when Brittany Ritter, for whom no age or 
address is available, got into a fight with Hernandez's mother, 
identified by police as Rosa Lopez, who lives at 46 S. Eighth St. 
with her daughter, according to the police affidavit.  
     Ritter told police she got into a fight with a woman outside the 
apartment building, and she saw a woman "dressed like a man" 
holding a gun. She said the female, whom she knew as Sasha, 
shot Santiago. That woman ran inside the apartment building 
after the shooting about 11:30 a.m., Ritter told police.  
  Ritter said Santiago said something like, "I'm hit! I'm hit!" and 
fell onto the sidewalk.  
    Santiago was shot once in the chest. He was taken to the 
Hershey Medical Center, where he died. An autopsy was 
scheduled for Monday by the Dauphin County coroner's office.  
  A police affidavit did not state what prompted the fight between 
the two women in front of the apartment building.  
    As they investigated the shooting, police said they were 
directed to an apartment inside 46 S. Eighth St. and found Lopez, 
who told them she lives there with her daughter. Lopez gave 
permission to police to search the apartment, but they found no 
one else inside.  
    Lopez, who told investigators she did not see who shot 
Santiago, further gave police written permission to search her 
apartment, and the officers found a .25-caliber pistol with its 
serial numbers filed off. Police found the same caliber shell 
casing within 10 feet of where Santiago had fallen on the 
sidewalk, the police affidavit states.  
   Hernandez was arraigned Friday night on charges of homicide, 
aggravated assault, recklessly endangering another person, 
possession of a firearm with an altered manufacturer's number 
and possession of a firearm by a minor. She is being held in 
Lebanon County prison without bail.  
Information about her preliminary-hearing date was not available 
Saturday.  
http://www.ldnews.com/ci_12974966?source=most_viewed 
 
09-07-31  Lebanon City man dies in lunchtime shooting 

   A 20-year-old Lebanon man died after he was shot Friday on a 
downtown city sidewalk as the noontime lunchtime crowd started 
to gather inside the nearby Lebanon Farmers Market.  
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  A 16-year-old city girl was charged as an adult in connection 
with the shooting.  
    About 3 ½ hours after the shooting, city police arrested Sasha 
Hernandez, who lives in the former Bell Telephone Building, 
now an apartment building, at the corner of South Eighth and 
Chestnut streets. The shooting     occurred on the sidewalk in 
front of the apartment building at 46 S. Eighth St.  
     Hernandez was awaiting arraignment Friday night in Central 
Booking on charges of homicide, aggravated assault, recklessly 
endangering another person and various firearms violations, 
police  
   said. Lebanon Police Chief Daniel Wright identified the victim 
as Steven Santiago. The police chief said Santiago died at 
Hershey Medical Center. An autopsy is scheduled Monday by the 
Dauphin County Coroner's office.  
     The police chief said his department got calls about the 
shooting at 11:39 a.m. Police found Santiago lying on the 
sidewalk when they arrived. Santiago was shot once in the chest 
during a fight. Police would not identify the caliber of weapon 
used in the shooting.  
    Santiago was alive when he was taken away in an ambulance, 
Wright said.  
    Four to six people - both male and female - were involved in 
the fight, the chief said. He said Hernandez knew Santiago. 
Santiago was with a group of people who went to the apartment 
building, the police chief said.  
     The shooting was the result of an ongoing dispute between 
two groups of people, police said. Police were continuing an 
investigation Friday night. Police said anyone with information 
about the shooting should call them at 272-6611.  
   On Friday afternoon, police interviewed several witnesses to 
the shooting, Wright said. He said police would also look at any 
surveillance video from businesses in that area that becomes 
available to them.  
    Gustavo Marcial, the superintendent of the apartment building 
at Chestnut and Eighth streets, said the building is equipped with 
several surveillance cameras inside, but he did not know if any of 
them captured the shooting.  
   Santiago was not a tenant of the building, Marcial said.  
    Fire police blocked off the first block of South Eighth Street 
for several hours as police officers gathered evidence, causing a 
backlog of traffic throughout the afternoon.  
    Curious bystanders gathered on the street corners at the 
shooting scene, trading information they had heard about the 
incident.  
   A woman who did give her name said she heard, "Pop! Pop!" 
from her home near the shooting scene.  
   "I heard people yelling and screaming before and after (the 
shooting), mostly after," she said. "They were yelling and 
carrying on ... I was pretty sure it was gunshots."  
    A man, who said he would not give his name for fear of his 
own safety, said he was standing across the street from the former 
telephone building smoking a cigarette when he saw the fight.  
    A maroon Jeep pulled up in front of the telephone building, 
and four females got out of the vehicle, he said. The females from 
the Jeep started "trash-talking" several women standing in front 
of the building, he said. The women from the Jeep "just started 

wailing" on the females, he said. The females' ages ranged from 
the late teens to mid-20s, the man said.  
   "After they started whaling on each other a little bit, I heard a 
pop, and I'm thinking, 'All right, one of them got their heads 
slammed off the door,'" he said.  
   "Then, I saw the guy laying down, and it all came together," the 
witness said. "No, that was a gunshot!"  
   Four females ran off after the shooting. They scattered in all 
directions, he said.  
    Elizabeth Penske, who works at the Pretzel Twist just inside 
the front door of the farmers' market, said a woman rushed into 
the market and screamed for someone to call 9-1-1.  
    The woman said there had been a fight outside, and someone 
had been shot, Penske said. She said she did not hear any 
gunshots.  
     Penske ran outside after calling 9-1-1 and saw a man lying on 
the ground. She said she did not hear the gunshot .  
   A small crowd of people was milling about around the man, 
yelling and screaming, Penske said.  
  "Then, I heard all the sirens," she said.  
    The shooting happened as people were beginning to come into 
the market for lunch, the pretzel-stand employee said.  
    People from the district attorney's office and the county 
probation department were already on their lunch breaks in the 
downtown area when the shooting occurred. They quickly 
converged on the scene to assist city police.  
   The former Bell Telephone building at 46 S. Eighth St. is 
owned by Car Wash Casino LLC of East Meadow, N.Y., on Long 
Island. The building was converted to apartments about two 
decades ago.  
Staff writer Steve Snyder contributed to this story.  
http://www.ldnews.com/alllistings/ci_12969664?IADID=Search-
www.ldnews.com-www.ldnews.com 
 
09-07-31  Reading robber reportedly beaten severely 

   A man was severely beaten early this morning after he robbed 
someone at Ninth and Franklin streets in Reading, city police 
said. Officers responded after hearing gunshots at 4:40 and found 
the man bleeding profusely. They said he was struck on the head 
repeatedly with an object. 
    He was taken by ambulance to Reading Hospital. Police did 
not release his name, and information on his medical condition 
could not be obtained. 
    Police said witnesses identified the man as the robber. Police 
did not identify the robbery victim, nor say whether or not the 
robbery victim took part in the beating. It was also unclear who 
fired the shots, but investigators indicated that no one was struck 
by the bullets. 
    An investigation continues. More details will be posted as they 
are available. 
http://readingeagle.com/article.aspx?id=150515&obref=obinsite 
 
09-07-30 Firearms firm Taurus aims to stay in Miami-Dade 

   A Northwest Miami-Dade firearms company is gunning for 
$369,000 in incentives to keep a planned expansion in the 
county, even as other locales take aim at the importer and 
manufacturer's promised 258 jobs. 
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   A nearly three-decade veteran of the county, Taurus USA 
employs 135 workers and says it will add 123 jobs in an 
expansion that has drawn incentive offers from beyond Florida's 
borders, according to CEO and President Bob Morrison, who 
cited Georgia's courtship in particular. 
     "The [Georgia] governor sent his plane down for us and then 
took us on a helicopter tour for three days,'' Morrison said. "From 
free land to new buildings to tax abatements for 25 years, there 
were lots of opportunities to do better in that state than we could 
here.'' 
    But Morrison added that if he can win incentives to expand in 
Miami-Dade, he would prefer to remain, as he doubts his 
primarily Cuban workforce would leave the area. "Virtually none 
of them would move with us. About 92 percent of our workforce 
is of Cuban heritage, and to leave Miami and their families would 
be very difficult,'' he said. "It would be gut-wrenching for those 
folks.'' 
  To try to keep Taurus USA local, the Beacon Council, Miami-
Dade's economic development agency, shepherded a $369,000 
incentives package through the Miami-Dade County Commission 
last week under a tax refund program geared toward higher-wage 
job creation. The state has the final say on whether to approve the 
package, a decision Council President Frank Nero said will likely 
come in about a month. 
   The Qualified Target Industry program being used generally 
requires a minimum average new job salary of $41,516 — or 115 
percent of the state's average wage — but that requirement was 
waived because of the economic climate and the would-be 
expansion's location near a designated Enterprise Zone. New 
Taurus USA employees will be paid an average of $32,000 a 
year. 
   Morrison said the county's attitude toward the gun industry has 
also been a factor in his willingness to consider relocating, 
pointing to a 1999 lawsuit against gun companies brought by 
then-Miami-Dade Mayor Alex Penelas. 
   "We had to defend ourselves against the county we live in,'' 
Morrison said. "We've prevailed in that lawsuit. And there hasn't 
been open hostility since, but there have been no love affairs 
going on. I can tell you that.'' 
    The expansion plans come amid a heyday for firearms 
manufacturers, who have seen background checks for new 
weapons — an indicator of actual sales — shoot up 24.5 percent 
in the first half of 2009, according to the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. Morrison declined to give figures but said his 
company's sales have risen rapidly over the past five years — 
jumping as much as 25 to 35 percent annually. 
   Andy Molchan, director of the Fort Lauderdale-based 
Professional Gun Retailers Association, said the trend echoes a 
pattern of rising gun sales whenever anxiety increases, as it tends 
to during recessions. But he added that since Barack Obama's 
election, concerns about the potential for new gun control 
measures have also spurred sales. 
    Taurus USA imports 90 percent of its pistols, revolvers and 
rifles from its parent company in Brazil and manufactures the rest 
in Miami. Morrison said the expansion will bring the proportion 
of firearms manufactured in-house to about a quarter of the 
company's stock. 

   Taurus guns are generally regarded as mid-market and are not 
widely used by police or the military, according to Molchan. 
"They're kind of a Chevy, not a Cadillac,'' he said. "But that's 
where they always wanted to be.'' 
   Morrison said some commissioners expressed reservations 
about giving incentives to a gun company, but nearly all 
supported the package. Only one of the 12 commissioners voting 
cast a no ballot — an outcome that Nero of the Beacon Council 
said was reached with full awareness of the county's high 
unemployment rate. 
   "People understand that we're talking about over 300 jobs at 
risk here with 11.5 percent unemployment,'' he said. "Quite 
frankly, I think everyone understood the importance of getting 
this passed.'' 
http://www.palmbeachpost.com/search/content/state/epaper/2009
/07/30/0730_taurus.html 
 
09-07-30 Man stabbed in Reading; attacker turns self in, 

claims self-defense, police say 

   An 18-year-old Reading man was stabbed in the chest 
Wednesday night by a man he had just assaulted near 16th Street 
and Perkiomen Avenue, city police said. 
   The stabbing victim, whose name police did not release, was 
being treated late Wednesday in Reading Hospital, police said. 
  Information on his condition could not be obtained. 
   A 20-year-old city man stabbed him and then went to City Hall 
to explain what had happened, investigators said. 
   Police said they released him after he told them he had stabbed 
the man in self-defense. 
    Police said witnesses agreed with the man's account. They 
continued to investigate. 
According to investigators: 
   The 20-year-old was with his girlfriend in his car when he saw 
his ex-girlfriend's sister and stopped to talk to her. 
  He drove around the block and stopped again to continue 
talking. 
   The 18-year-old ran to the car and started punching him and 
slamming his face into the steering wheel. 
    The 20-year-old pulled out a knife, stabbed the man, drove 
away and called 9-1-1 to report what had happened. 
  Police released him several hours later. 
   Police closed the block where the stabbing happened for 
several hours while they investigated. 
http://readingeagle.com/article.aspx?id=150297&obref=obinsite 
 

09-07-29  County man given probation in gun case 

    WILLIAMSPORT — A Centre County man jailed on 
unrelated charges has been placed on two years' probation in a 
federal firearms case.  
   The sentence given Timothy T. Meyers, 47, by U.S. Middle 
District Senior Judge James F. McClure Jr. was more lenient than 
the standard sentence because Meyers cooperated with law 
enforcement.  
   The sentence will begin after Meyers completes the sentence he 
is serving in Centre County Correctional Facility.  
   Meyers, who as a convicted felon may not possess firearms, 
said when he pleaded guilty that he bought 13 weapons in a 
conspiracy with Vernon Jodon, of Spring Mills.  
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   Jodon, a licensed firearms dealer, has pleaded guilty to a charge 
of fraudulently selling weapons by failing to maintain required 
records and is awaiting sentencing.  
    McClure, without objection from Jodon, earlier this year 
issued a permanent injunction that prohibits him from selling or 
transferring weapons and ammunition.  
     Prosecutors noted that Meyers provided information about 
Jodon and allowed their conversations to be recorded.  
    His help led to the execution on Oct. 18, 2006, of a search 
warrant at Jodon’s business, a court document states.  
   Meyers admitted he obtained firearms illegally between 2004 
and March 2006 but that five or six of them were used for target 
shooting and did not leave Jodon’s business.  
   McClure warned Meyers of the consequences should he again 
be caught in possession of a firearm.  
   Meyers has a long criminal history, including guilty pleas for 
forgery, identity theft, receiving stolen property, and DUI in two 
counties — Centre and Blair.  
   He is serving a county sentence due to end in October for a 
felony charge that he intentionally didn’t pay into the state 
workers’ compensation fund. 
http://www.centredaily.com/news/breaking_news/story/1422177.
html 
 

09-07-29  Location of historic NY battle still a mystery 

       TICONDEROGA, N.Y. — The site of a history-changing 
battle lies somewhere amid the dense tangle of forest along the 
Lake Champlain shoreline in this Adirondack town. 
    Four-hundred years after French explorer Samuel de 
Champlain went to war against the Iroquois on July 30, 1609, the 
battleground's exact location remains elusive. 
  "Nobody can point to a spot on the ground where the actual 
battle took place," Chris Fox, curator of collections at Fort 
Ticonderoga, said during a tour of the historic site on the west 
shore of the lake about 85 miles north of Albany. 
   Champlain's clash with the Mohawks, the easternmost tribe in 
the powerful Iroquois Confederacy, was more of a skirmish than 
a battle, yet its impact would ripple across generations. France 
and Britain spent much of the next 150 years fighting for control 
of North America, with the Iroquois generally supporting the 
English while Canadian tribes backed the French. 
   "The memory of that few minutes' encounter lasted a long, long 
time," Fox said. 
   For the Iroquois, their first experience of battle against firearms 
changed Indian warfare forever. 
   "We wore elm bark armor. That went obsolete overnight," said 
Mike Tarbell of the Iroquois Museum at Howes Cave in 
Schoharie County. 
   In July 1609, a year after he founded the French settlement of 
Quebec, Champlain became the first European to explore the lake 
that would bear his name. Along with two fellow Frenchmen and 
a force of 60 warriors from the Algonquin, Huron and 
Montagnais tribes, Champlain's canoe voyage took him to areas 
that would later become part of New York and Vermont. 
    Late in the month they encountered a large war party of 
Mohawks, the traditional enemies of Champlain's Indian allies, 
near a bluff on a peninsula on the lake's western shore. 

   On the morning of July 30, with about 200 Mohawks massed 
on a beach, Champlain fired his harquebus, a type of musket he 
had loaded with four lead balls. The single blast killed two 
Mohawk chiefs and mortally wounded a third. The two other 
Frenchmen, hidden in the woods nearby, then opened fire, 
forcing the stunned Mohawks to retreat. 
   Champlain would later write that the battle was fought near "the 
extremity of a cape" on the lake's western shore. Some historians 
long believed that was a reference to Crown Point, another 
peninsula located 10 miles north of Ticonderoga. 
    For years, the two locations claimed bragging rights as the site 
of Champlain's 1609 battle. But other historians have taken a 
closer look at the explorer's own account of the battle, and they 
are now convinced it took place somewhere along the 10 miles of 
shoreline within the boundary of the town of Ticonderoga. 
    "I think the evidence is as conclusive as this type of evidence 
gets," said historian and Pulitzer Prize-winning writer David 
Hackett Fischer, who authored a Champlain biography published 
last year. 
   Steve Dechame needs no convincing. His great-grandfather 
rebuilt Fort Ticonderoga as a tourist attraction a century ago, and 
Dechame grew up exploring the area's forests and shoreline, in 
addition to researching the battle for the past decade. He's firmly 
convinced it happened in a cove on the fort's property, not far 
from a state historical marker telling visitors Champlain and his 
Indian allies fought the Iroquois "near here." 
    "Absolutely, positively," said Dechame, a 61-year-old public 
defender in Boston. "I don't think there can be any doubt." 
   No artifacts from the battle are known to exist. The short 
duration of the fight and its proximity to a shoreline subjected to 
four centuries of erosion make it unlikely any physical evidence 
remains undiscovered. 
    "It was a site of so many other conflicts that if we should find 
the lead balls that Champlain fired, it would be very difficult to 
distinguish them from the evidence of so many other battles that 
followed at Ticonderoga," Fischer said. 
    No ceremonies marking the 1609 battle's anniversary are 
planned at Ticonderoga on Thursday. Fort Ticonderoga, 
originally built by the French in 1755, held a rededication 
ceremony at the Champlain historical marker last weekend. 
    While no formal observance of the anniversary is planned at 
the Iroquois Museum, many American Indians recognize the 
battle's significance as a culture-altering event, said Tarbell, a 
member of the Mohawks' turtle clan. 
   "It's the moment we mark as Iroquoians, especially as Mohawk 
people, that we would jump from the Stone Age into the Iron 
Age," he said. 
http://www.palmbeachpost.com/search/content/shared-
gen/ap/National/US_Champlains_Battle_Anniversary.htm 
 
09-07-29 Boston Herald Gives Anti-Gun Activists a Win 

    The Boston Herald will no longer be distributing a catalog 
known as Uncle Henry’s Swap or Sell it Guide, because its 
classified ad firearms section was causing controversy.   
     The guide was a means for residents to sell, buy or trade 
everything from snowmobiles to firearms. The Herald stated the 
discontinuation was due to worries that the firearms classified ads 
may encourage illegal gun trafficking on the streets of Boston.  
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    “Our relationship has been severed,” said Gwen Gage, Herald 
spokeswoman. “There’s concern that firearms for sale in the book 
end up on the streets of Boston, and we didn’t want any part of 
that.” 
Jamarhl Crawford of the New Black Panthers helped push the 
Herald’s decision.  
“Uncle Henry’s has been explicitly linked to black market 
firearms entering Boston and being used to commit crimes on our 
streets and neighborhoods,” said Daniel F. Conley, Suffolk 
District Attorney, in an e-mail. 
     Cathie Whittenburg, director of the New England Coalition to 
Prevent Gun Violence, described the Herald’s action as 
“wonderful news.”  
   Uncle Henry’s publisher, Kevin Webb, is currently looking for 
other methods of distribution.  
   “We are not in the business of trying to enforce the law,” Webb 
said. “I think it’s time in this world that people start taking 
responsibility for their actions. People kill people; guns don’t kill 
people.’’ 
http://www.whitetailjournal.com/ArticleContent/7/2009/1752/Bo
ston-Herald-Gives-Anti-Gun-Activists-a-Win 
 

09-07-23   Three men arrested on drug and weapons charges 

in South Scranton  

    A fugitive who had been on the run from the Pennsylvania 
Board of Probation and Parole for more than a year was one of 
three men arrested on drug and weapons charges in South 
Scranton, city police said. 
   Charles Jordan, 29, whose last known address was 411 
Susquehanna Ave., Olyphant, was taken into custody Monday 
night after a state parole officer located him at an apartment at 
903 Stafford Ave. and asked for police assistance. 
   He and the other suspects, Michael McGee, 24, of 648 Clay 
Ave., and Damion Williams, 29, of Brooklyn, N.Y., briefly 
barricaded themselves in a bedroom before complying with 
orders to come out, police said. 
   The state board's Scranton district office had been looking for 
Mr. Jordan on a parole violation since June 9, 2008. He was 
originally paroled in April 2007 after serving a sentence on 
felony drug charges. 
   During a search of the men and the apartment, officers found 
seven bags of suspected marijuana, drug paraphernalia, nearly 
$2,800 in cash and a loaded .32-caliber handgun with the serial 
number scratched off, police said. 
    All three men were charged with possession of an altered 
firearm and possession of drug paraphernalia, police said.  
   Mr. Jordan and Mr. Williams also were charged with 
possession with intent to deliver a controlled substance and 
illegal possession of a firearm. 
http://www.scrantontimes.com/news/three_men_arrested_on_dru
g_and_weapons_charges_in_south_scranton 
 

09-07-22   Repeat offender’s “worn out welcome” 
    A 22-year-old city man with a long criminal record as an adult 
and a juvenile received a lengthy state prison sentence yesterday 
for an armed robbery and a burglary.  
      Terry Blessing, who lived at 32 S. Partridge St. at the time of 
his arrest, was sentenced to state prison for 6 1⁄3 to 20 years.  

     Blessing was sentenced for the Dec. 1, 2008, armed robbery 
of the Hess Express store in South Londonderry Township and 
the burglary of a home along Weymouth Drive in North Cornwall 
Township four days later.  
    District Attorney David Arnold asked Judge Samuel A. Kline 
for consecutive sentences for the holdup and the break-in.  
     Kline agreed, saying they were distinct crimes, and Blessing 
committed them on different days.  
    He called Blessing’s prior record “horrible,” noting it includes 
convictions for making terroristic threats, indecent assault, theft 
and criminal mischief. In addition, he has numerous probation 
and parole violations, the judge noted.  
   “At some point, the protection of society has to be considered,” 
Kline said.  
  “We’ve worn out the welcome,” he added, noting Blessing had 
been sent to a boot camp at one point during his youth.  
    Blessing acknowledged he made a mistake committing the 
offenses.  
    Blessing has been in prison on these charges since March, said 
Brian Deiderick, first assistant public defender.  
     “To his credit, when he spoke to the police he was 
forthcoming,” Deiderick said. Blessing took responsibility for 
what he did, but his problem is that he does not always think 
through his decisions, the defense attorney told the judge.  
     The convenience-store armed robbery yielded cigars and 
cigarettes but no money.  
   Blessing and another man robbed the Campbelltown Hess 
Express in December.  
    Blessing displayed a handgun and threatened to shoot the clerk 
if she pushed a robbery-alarm button. He and his accomplice 
were unable to open the cash register. They took cigarettes and 
cigars from the store. Blessing was armed with an air gun, police 
said.  
   Last Dec. 5, Blessing broke into a home in the 200 block of 
Weymouth Drive in North Cornwall Township and stole 12 DVD 
movies, a DVD player and cologne.  
   In addition to the prison sentence, Blessing was ordered to pay 
fines totaling $3,300 and fines of more than $1,800.  
  Blessing pleaded guilty in June to charges related to both 
incidents.  
http://www.ldnews.com/alllistings/ci_12895282?IADID=Search-
www.ldnews.com-www.ldnews.com 
 
09-07-20 Reading man stabbed in arm on Pine Street 

   A Reading man was stabbed in his left arm Sunday after two 
men confronted him in the 600 block of Pine Street, police said. 
  Police did not release the victim's name. They said he was a 31-
year-old city man. 
   He was taken to Reading Hospital after he was stabbed about 
4:30 p.m., investigators said. 
  Information on his condition could not be obtained. 
   The other men drove off in a white sedan, heading south on 
Minor Street, police said. 
  Investigators said the two men approached the victim and pulled 
out knives. One of the men stabbed the victim in the left arm, 
police said. 
http://readingeagle.com/article.aspx?id=148851&obref=obinsite 
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09-07-20 Reading teen found dead at scene of friend's slaying 

in city 

   A Reading teenager was found dead of a gunshot wound early 
Sunday in the same alley where another teen was found fatally 
shot the day before, city police said. 
  Investigators said they believe the deaths are related. 
  Donald S. Elmore Jr., 17, was found dead Sunday about 2 a.m. 
in an alley off the 300 block of North 10th Street after someone 
called police, authorities said. 
   A gun and shell casing were recovered at the scene, city police 
Capt. Francis F. Drexler said. 
   "It certainly would appear that they are linked together," 
Drexler said of the deaths. "This person (Elmore) was found at 
the memorial, where the other person was shot and killed." 
   He was referring to 17-year-old Anthony T. Lias of Reading, 
who authorities said was found shot to death in the same place 
early Saturday. 
An autopsy performed Sunday in Reading Hospital revealed that 
Lias died of a single gunshot to the back of the neck, Berks 
County Deputy Coroner Ellis J. Edmonds said. His death was 
ruled a homicide. 
  An autopsy had not been scheduled for Elmore, who was 
pronounced dead Sunday at 2:30 a.m. by Deputy Coroner Kay I. 
Eisenhower. The cause and manner of his death are under 
investigation, Edmonds said. 
   It was not clear in what part of his body Elmore was shot   City 
police are trying to find witnesses to both shootings, Drexler said. 
He said the teens were friends and attended Reading High 
School. 
  "It's just a shame that we have young people that have access to 
weapons being out those hours at night," Drexler said. 
     City police plan to have ballistics testing performed to 
determine if the gun that killed Lias is the same weapon that 
killed Elmore, Drexler said. 
http://readingeagle.com/article.aspx?id=148843&obref=obinsite 
 

Founding Fathers Intent: 
"Without liberty, law loses its nature and its name, 
and becomes oppression. Without law, liberty also 
loses its nature and its name, and becomes 
licentiousness." --James Wilson, Of the Study of the 

Law in the United States, 1790 
 


