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Rep. Rohrer’s 10th Amendment Rally 
– March 16th 

State’s Rights / State of Independence 
 Across America many individuals are noticing that things are 
going in a disastrous direction for our United States of America 
at the present time. "Examples" abound and one only has to look 
at the list of policies signed into law by President Obama such the 
questionable $787 billion "stimulus" package and the termination 
of what had been successful bi-partisan welfare reform. The 
financial markets have crashed an additional 20% in response to 
these policies since President Obama took office (the worst 
January and February for American equity markets in history).  
Some are openly wondering if the U.S. will still be here in its 
current form 5 years from now. 
 Coupled with the above fiscal policies is the unconscionable 
direction Obama is heading in on social policies.  

Approximately 1 week ago the new Attorney General, Eric 

Holder, stated that the administration was determined to reenact 
the ban on so-called assault weapons.  This flying in the face of 
campaign promises that Obama would not go after work tread 
upon the 2nd Amendment. 
 The above issues and many others have galvanized leaders 
throughout the nation to re-examine the relationship between the 
state and federal government and to seek to reinstate the rights 
and powers granted to the states within the United States 
Constitution.  What began as one state, Oklahoma, standing up to 
the federal government on policies that were disasters to the 
function and health of a viable state economy and the state's 
constitution has now grown to 25 states either having passed or 
are in the process of passing States Rights Resolutions. 

 Pennsylvania is one of those states thanks to Representative 

Sam Rohrer.  On March 16 Representative Rohrer will hold a 

10th amendment rally in the capital building to introduce his 
resolution that would draw a line against the transgressions of the 
federal government.  This rally will entertain numerous leaders 
from other states who have also risen to the challenge and 
introduced on current resolutions in their own states. 
 It has taken nearly 150 years, since the Civil War issues, for 
Americans to understand and challenge the growth and burden of 
an ever-expanding national government.  If you believe in limited 

government and the freedoms contained within the United States 
Constitution you should consider supporting the efforts of 

Representative Sam Rohrer in this effort! 
 

Convention Center Rescinds ‘NO 
GUNS’ Policy in Agreement With 

ACSL 
The David L. Lawrence Convention Center, a component of 

the Sports and Exhibition Authority (SEA), has maintained a “No 
Guns Policy” over the years that has been the subject of 
numerous complaints to the ACSL.  The SEA oversees the 
operations of this complex as well as every major sports venue 
plus others as part of the joint ownership of these facilities by the 
City of Pittsburgh and Allegheny County. 

This policy has been kept in place even to the chagrin of the 
NRA convention that was held here in Pittsburgh several years 

ago.  Now it is at an end. 
As an entity owned and controlled by local government, the 

SEA and all of its’ facilities are governed by the limitations of 
authority as specified in PA Law and the Home Rule Charter.  
This being the case there is ‘no authority’ for the SEA to have in 
place a policy of denying citizens their right to defend themselves 
OR to place them in jeopardy of ignoring this policy and facing 
potential arrest and prosecution. 

The ACSL Legislative Committee was informed of this policy 
by a WCO from the PA Fish and Boat Commission the Monthly 
ACSL meeting preceding the Sport, Travel and Outdoor Show.  
We were told that they were even denying these officers their 
lawful duty to carry their sidearms in uniform. 

We contacted numerous entities within local government 
throughout the day on Friday without reaching any agreement or 
even a recognition of the problem.  Therefore through the 
weekend preparations were made with Attorney Mike 
McCormick to stop this policy with an injunction IF necessary. 

The following Tuesday we were contacted by the manager of 
the Convention Center just hours before the injunction was to be 
filed to discuss this situation.  The manager was polite and 
courteous and after hearing all of the issues involved readily 
agreed to rescind this policy, in writing, thus negating the need to 
involve the courts and unnecessary legal costs to the ACSL. 
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We would like to thank Allegheny County Chief Executive 
Dan Onorato’s staff for their help in convincing the necessary 
individuals to recognize the importance of eliminating this policy. 
 

State Department Eyeing Ban on 
Imports/Exports 

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

The State Department is apparently looking at ways to restrict 
the export and import of certain firearms and ammunition it 
considers to have a military purpose, and this apparently includes 
prohibitions on the export of bolt-action sporting rifles 
chambered in .308 Winchester. 

Perhaps more ominous, according to Lawrence G. Keane, 
senior vice president and general counsel to the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF), the Obama Administration 
may be quietly preparing to define what constitutes a so-called 
sniper rifle. 

While this effort would ostensibly be designed to prevent the 
export of such rifles to areas abroad where they might wind up in 
the hands of rogue governments or terrorist groups, the potential 
exists that anti- gunners could use the "sniper rifle" definition to 
launch new gun control initiatives in this country. 

Keane did not suggest that this might occur, focusing instead 
on the fact that the import and export restrictions can be imposed 
without consent of Congress. Any domestic ban on such rifles 
would require congressional action, especially in the wake of last 
year's Supreme Court ruling on the Second Amendment. 

However, Keane suggested that ratcheting down on imports 
and exports is "the first step" by the Obama White House and 
Clinton State Department to take action against the firearms 
industry. American gunmakers, including Savage, Remington, 
Winchester, Browning and Ruger, all do considerable overseas 
business with sporting rifles. Keane said there has already been 
one case of an American distributor being prevented from 
shipping three bolt-action hunting rifles chambered in .308 
Winchester to Australia. 

Reports of the impending crackdown first appeared in the 
Feb. 13 on-line edition of the Shooting Wire, which said 
Canadian officials have been quietly advised that the State 
Department "may be on the verge of cutting off all imports of 
certain calibers of ammunition." Cartridges targeted by the 
alleged looming ban include the .50 BMG, 7.62x39mm, 
7.62x51mm NATO, .308 Winchester, 5.56mm NATO and .223 
Remington. 

Shooting Wire also suggested that the ban might be expanded 
to include pistol cartridges including the 9mm, .40 S&W and .45 
ACP. 

Keane told Gun Week that sources in the industry have 
revealed that the State Department may also institute new 
requirements that include obtaining an "end use certificate" from 
the individual foreign buyer of an individual firearm on the use of 
the particular gun. This would require the American manufacturer 
to first obtain a certificate from a consumer in a foreign country 
about the use of a hunting rifle before the manufacturer or 
American distributor could obtain a license to export a particular 
gun. 

The requirement would essentially be impossible to meet, 
because a manufacturer traditionally has no way of knowing who 
the retail buyer of a particular gun in another country might be, 
since firearms are exported to distributors, who then sell those 
guns to retailers, who in turn sell firearms to individual 
customers. It is almost identical to the way a firearm in America 
gets from the manufacturer to a consumer. It is typically not 
possible to determine who a buyer might be for a . gun that is 
manufactured and shipped along the commercial chain months 
before someone buys it off a gun store rack. 

While this effort right now appears aimed at curtailing foreign 
gun sales, it is the potential definition of a "sniper rifle" that 
could concern American gunowners. According to Keane, this 
definition will focus on barrel weight and diameter, caliber and 
even rifling twist. 

Perhaps not coincidentally, rifles that could fall into the 
"sniper rifle" category are widely used by American sport 
shooters, hunters and competitors for everything from varmint 
hunting to benchrest shooting. 

Such an effort would begin with an executive order cracking 
down on exports or imports of such firearms that would not 
require congressional attention, but could be used as a launch pad 
for a long-feared attack on "sniper rifles" in the United States. 
There has never been a detailed description of what constitutes a 
"sniper rifle." Gun rights activists have long been concerned 
about possible legislation that would ultimately deem every 
scoped hunting rifle in America to be a "sniper rifle." 

Heavy-barrel bolt-action rifles designed to be used with 
telescopic sights are commonplace among varmint hunters. 
Likewise, benchrest shooters and other long range competitors 
use such rifles because of their inherent accuracy. The New GUN 

WEEK, March 15, 2009 
 

Gun Law Victim Update: 
David Olofson has been subjected to a gross miscarriage of 

justice. What happened to Olofson could happen to any 

American who owns a semi-automatic firearm. 

He was convicted of knowingly transferring an unregistered 
machine gun -- a standard semi-auto rifle which fired two three-
round bursts and then jammed. Gun owners call that a 
malfunction. The federal government calls it an easy way to get a 
felony conviction. Olofson was sentenced to 30 months in federal 

prison. (David Olofson is an information technology 

professional with a wife, three children and a mortgage. 

Until his conviction, he was also in the National Guard.) 
 

 The personal letter below is unedited and directly from 

Mr. Olofson about his current situation: 
David R. Olofson 
08632-089 K-1 
FCI 
P.O. Box 1000 
Sandstone, MN 55072 
Harry, 

I hope you can forgive the tardiness of my reply. The 
restrictions in prison limit me greatly in many ways, including 
communication with the outside world. Between the 60 letter per 
week limit, the bureaucratic nightmare of getting typing ribbons, 
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(3 months and a few "misplaced" orders later I finally got 
mine.),and the 30+ year old typewriters we are forced to use 
(When they work that is.), it's a wonder anything gets done in 
here at all. 

As you are probably aware thanks to the attentiveness of 
Larry Pratt, GOA, and his legal team, we have oral arguments 
scheduled for the 22nd of January. I have every confidence that 
the all star team Mr. Pratt put together for this case will have me 
fully exonerated shortly. All of them have long since exceeded all 
expectations my family and I had fathomed. The support they 
have offered with the help of members like yourself has been an 
answer to our prayers. Without your support not only would the 
ATF have been able to have a case that evicerated our 2nd, 4th, 
5th, and 6th amendment rights; but even with the eventual finding 
of my innocence my family would have been left destitute and 
without a home (The trust fund to help the wife pay the mortgage 
was nothing less than a prayer answered.). I have no words that 
can convey my thanks for your support of our rights in general, 
and mine specificity. Rest assured that I will do everything I can 
to make sure that both HR 1791 is passed to prevent any other 
innocent 

Americans from such injustice, and that the ATF answers for 
their unlawful actions against my family and my neighbors. 

The personal support to my wife and I has also far surpassed 
anything we could have imagined prior to GOAs involvement in 
this travesty. I have received massive amounts of letters, and a 
few soft covered books to read in here (I am unfortunately a fast 
reader.). My wife has received many personal calls of support 
from Mr. Pratt, Len Savage and his wife, Candy Dainty from the 
Second Amendment Sisters in Wisconsin, and even the attorneys 
in this case. All of which has helped to keep her stress levels 
tolerable in this trying time. Good people one and all. 

If you have any thoughts on other actions I can take to help 
return the goodwill you and my fellow Americans have shown me 
please feel free to let me know. With my military career ruined 
and no good prospects in the near future I will have plenty of 
time on my hands to concentrate on fixing the legal loopholes the 
ATF used to perpetrate the injustice in my case. 

History has shown time and time again that it must always get 
worse before it gets better, that man will suffer evil so long as it 
is sufferable. This case has brought us to the brink of a legal edge 
that threatens to cut across the rights of not just gun owners, but 
all Americans. But despite the hardships my family and I have 
endured, I have full faith that with the hard work and support that 
so many good Americans like yourself have put into this case that 
nothing but good will come out of it. It may take some time yet, 
but the extent of the injustice done in this case will let us put 
measures like HR 1791 in place to protect many others. Let that 
be the silver lining in the storm cloud we have weathered for so 
long under the jack boots of the ATF. 

With my greatest thanks, 
David. R. Olofson 
 

***The Olofson Relief Fund has been set up to allow concerned 
Americans to help the Olfoson’s make their mortgage and (their 

one) car payments while Dave is unable to work.  Please help if 
you can! 
 

10th Circuit appellate court rules 
for workers' gun rights 

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

In a unanimous decision, a three judge panel of the US 10th 
Circuit Court of Appeals in Denver, CO, has upheld an 
Oklahoma law protecting the right of employees to store legally-
owned firearms in their locked vehicles on company property. 

The court reversed an earlier ruling by the US District Court 
for the Northern District of Oklahoma that had granted an 
injunction against the Oklahoma statute. 

The law, passed in 2004 with solid backing from the National 
Rifle Association and Oklahoma gun rights activists, was 
designed to prevent employers from dismissing workers who had 
guns stored and locked in their vehicles. 

In a statement, NRA Executive Vice President Wayne 
LaPierre called the ruling "a victory for the millions of American 
workers who have been denied the right to protect themselves 
while commuting between their homes and their workplace." 

However, even among gun rights advocates, the ruling ignited 
a furious Internet debate over property rights versus gun rights. 

The unanimous opinion, written by Senior Judge Bobby R. 
Baldock, held that the state law was not preempted by the 
Occupational Health and Safety Act of 1970. The court found 
that the Occupational Health and Safety Administration (OSHA) 
does not have a standard on workplace violence, and that the 
lower court had mistakenly determined that gun-related violence 
in the workplace falls under the definition of a "recognized 
hazard" under the 1970 Act's general duty clause. 

"OSHA has not indicated in any way that employers should 
prohibit firearms from company parking lots," Baldock noted. "In 
fact; OSHA declined a request to promulgate a standard banning 
firearms from the workplace." 

NRA's Chris Cox, director of the Institute for Legislative 
Action, said that the issue had been "contrived by the gun control 
lobby," which had "goaded corporations into doing their dirty 
work for them." He called the ruling a "vindication for every 
hardworking and lawful man and woman whose basic right to 
self-defense was taken away on a whim by corporate lawyers." 

Baldock noted in the ruling that previous court decisions have 
put restraints on the ability of employers to engage in "policing 
social behavior." The district court, he wrote, had been 
"undeterred" by those earlier rulings and decided instead that 
"firearms stored in locked vehicles on company property may 
constitute a 'recognized hazard'." 

Plaintiffs in the case included Ramsey Winch, Auto Crane 
Company, Conocophillips, Norris, DP Manufacturing and Tulsa 
Winch, Inc. 

The appeal had been filed by Oklahoma Gov. Brad Henry and 
Attorney General Drew Edmondson, who were defending the 
statute. 

The NRA and the Brady Center to Prevent Gun Violence 
were among more than a dozen groups that filed amicus briefs in 
the case. 

Pro-gunners challenging RI permit practices 
A behind-the-scenes tug of war has been going on between 

the state's police chiefs and gun ownership advocates over how 
local departments should decide who is allowed to carry a 
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concealed firearm in public, The Providence Journal reported in 
early February. 

For more than a year, members and volunteers with the 
Citizens' Rights Action League Rhode Island, a group of gun-
rights supporters, have been showing up in police stations across 
the state, demanding to see the individual department's standards 
for deciding who gets a concealed firearms license. 

Police departments were required to develop such policies 
under the terms of a 2002 Superior Court decision in a suit 
brought by Smithfield resident James W. Archer, head of the 
gun-rights organization. 

Archer, a former Republican Town Committee chairman, said 
the object of the visits to departments was not to get a permit. 
The aim, he said, was to be denied one—so the league can file a 
lawsuit that would produce a decision, like in the 2002 case, 
which would roll back what the league sees as unconstitutional 
restrictions on gun ownership. 

"What we're trying to do here is construct a whole new body 
of law," Archer said, according to The Journal. 

In the 1920s, the law authorized police departments to issue 
concealed firearms license. That made sense in an era when 
people were born, lived and died in the same town, said Johnston 
police Maj. Ralph Bubar III, because the local police would 
know the local applicant best. 

But as society became more mobile, especially after World 
War II, Bubar said departments began referring applicants to the 
attorney general's office. 

That changed, though, when Archer won his 2002 lawsuit. 
The judge ruled that, while the attorney general can continue to 
issue such permits, police departments cannot refuse to issue 
them to "suitable" applicants. 

According to the attorney general's office, 4,383 people held 
such permits in the Ocean State in 2007, about 10% fewer that 
the 4,895 in 2001. Generally, the office handled between 276 and 
372 new requests a year and the annual approval rate for new 
permits in that period ranged from 84 to 91%. 

Pawtucket Police Chief George L. Kelley III, president of the 
Rhode Island Police Chiefs' Association, said his organization 
preferred leaving the permit process in the hands of the attorney 
general, because that ensured a single standard and the office was 
a central repository for information on permit holders. 

Assistant Attorney General Jim Lee, head of the office's civil 
division, said the attorney general does not require psychological 
testing for applicants as do at least six police departments. 

The problem arises because while the court; said departments 
had to issue permits to "suitable" applicants, it didn't define 
"suitable." After the 2002 ruling, most departments simply 
adopted the attorney general's application standards as their own. 

Archer said he sees psychological testing not as a tool to 
make better decisions, but as a hurdle to dissuade potential appli-
cants. Having lost the ability to pass the responsibility to the 
state, he said, police chiefs were looking for ways to deter 
applicants from even asking. 

Archer said subjecting applicants to the same tests required 
for prospective police officers sets an unfair standard. 

The applicant is expected to pay for the cost of the tests, 
which can be about $300. Archer said a suit challenging the 

departments' right to use psychological testing was "imminent." 
The New GUN WEEK, March 15, 2009 

 

After attacks, Europe hurries to 
tighten gun laws 
By MATTI HUUHTANEN, Associated Press Writer Matti 
Huuhtanen, Wed Mar 11 

HELSINKI – Several European countries have 
restricted gun laws in the wake of school massacres, gang 
violence and other gun-related crimes: 

_Finland announced plans Wednesday to impose 
stricter restrictions on firearms, including raising the 
minimum age for handgun ownership from 15 to 20. The 
proposal was prompted by two school massacres within a 
year in which lone gunmen opened fire on classmates and 
teachers. 

_Germany, where a gunman killed at least 11 people 
Wednesday, raised the legal age for owning recreational 
firearms from 18 to 21 following a 2002 shooting in Erfurt 
that killed 16 people, including 12 teachers. 

_Belgian lawmakers passed strict new gun control 
laws in 2006 in reaction to the racially motivated shooting 
deaths of a toddler and her black baby sitter in Antwerp. 

_Swiss citizens are demanding a referendum aimed at 
confining army weapons to military compounds and 
banning private purchases of pump-action rifles and 
automatic weapons — following a spate of suicides and 
homicides. 

_The Portuguese Parliament is currently discussing a 
government proposal to tighten gun laws, including 
denying bail to anyone suspected of a gun crime. 

_Denmark's government said last week it will raise 
the penalty for illegal gun possession as part of a 
crackdown on gang violence that has killed three people 
and injured 25 in recent months. 

_European Union lawmakers proposed tighter gun 
control across the bloc last year, including guidelines 
saying that only people over 18 not deemed a threat to 
public safety could buy and keep guns. EU members have 
until 2010 to adopt the measures. 
In addition, some U.S. states have recently tightened gun 
laws as well: 

• Colorado, a year after the 1999 Columbine High 
School shootings, made it a felony to buy a firearm for 
another person who should know the transaction is illegal, 
barred anyone from giving a firearm to a juvenile without 
the consent of the parents; made it illegal for a person not 
to try to prevent a juvenile from committing a gun crime; 
and increased the penalty for possession of a weapon by a 
felon. 

But three years later, the state expanded gun rights 
instead, by requiring sheriffs to issue gun permits to people 
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who pass a criminal background check, prohibiting local 
governments from making gun laws more restrictive than 
the state's, and abolishing local registries of gun owners. 

• In Virginia, where a student killed 32 people at 
Virginia Tech in 2007 before committing suicide April 16, 
2007, the governor signed an executive order requiring that 
anyone ordered by a court to get mental health treatment 
be added to a database of people barred from buying guns. 

 

Furor over expulsion of Colorado 
high school drill team commander 

Gun rights activists across the map have focused their disdain 
on an Aurora, CO, high school where, in early February, the 
commander of the Young Marines drill team, honor student 
Marie Morrow, was expelled for having rifle- shaped props in her 
car in the school parking lot. 

Morrow is back in school now, after the school board limited 
her expulsion to the days she lost while her case was the subject 
of a hearing. But the 17-yearold's plight infuriated firearms 
owners, and at least one Colorado State lawmaker who is trying 
to get the zero- tolerance law amended. 

According to Associated Press (AP), Morrow's plight has 
"galvanized Coloradans" and the case became fodder for talk 
radio programs It also aroused the anger of the National Rifle 
Association, and even compelled a spokesman for the Brady 
Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence to criticize the action taken 
against Morrow. 

"We're not concerned about non- operative rifles," said Brady 
Campaign spokesman Peter Hamm, "and the facts in this case cry 
out for common sense." 

Common sense ultimately prevailed, but not before Morrow's 
name had become something of a household word in the firearms 
community. 

But the case has shined a spotlight on zero tolerance as a 
philosophy, and compelled Republican state Sen. Kevin 
Lundberg to propose legislation that amends state law to allow 
for "prop" guns like those in Morrow's car. 

"There should be exemptions to this hard-and-fast rule," he 
told AP, "so this type of thing doesn't happen again." 

He had expressed outrage that Morrow faced a one-year 
expulsion "for participating in a drill team." 

Critics were quick to note that the Young Marines drill team 
had been sanctioned by the school. Morrow reportedly had the 
fake rifles in her car because she was planning to attend a 
practice after school for competition in April at the Air Force 
Academy. The New GUN WEEK, March 15, 2009 

 

Backlash intense after TN paper 
published list of CCW holders 

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

A battle over privacy rights of carry permit holders in 
Tennessee versus the editorial staff of one of the state's leading 
newspapers has erupted, with angry gun rights activists posting 
information about editors' families, including photographs, on the 
Internet. 

Chris Peck, editor of The Memphis Commercial Appeal, told 
Gun Week via e- mail that gun owner retaliation to the 
newspaper's posting of a public permit to-carry database on its 
website has included threats, and circulation of maps to his boss's 
residence. Peck provided some examples of e-mails he received 
as the controversy unfolded, including one that was so loaded 
with obscenities that Gun Week will not publish its contents. 

The published list included the names and zip codes of pistol 
permit holders, but not their street addresses or birth dates. 
However, permit holders contended that even the limited 
information published made them vulnerable to crime, and other 
privacy issues. 

In a Feb. 17 column, Peck defended the newspaper's action, 
noting that "After listening to dozens of phone calls, it seems that 
the issue, for them, boils down to a simple core equation: I have a 
constitutional right to possess a firearm; any effort to infringe on 
that right will be opposed." 

He insisted there is "a powerful case to be made both for a 
permitting process to carry concealed weapons and for keeping 
that permitting process public." Several other states, but not all, 
do not allow public access to such information. Newspapers in 
other states, such as Ohio, have been criticized for publishing 
such information, even though it is public record. 

Peck maintained that there are good reasons for publishing 
the information. 

"(The) permit-to-carry law helps identify responsible gun 
owners," he wrote. "If you are a felon, have committed a crime 
with a gun, have a history of mental problems, etc., you can't get 
a permit. That's good for society. 

"Next, violation of the permit-to-carry law can lead to an 
arrest," Peck continued. "In other words, somebody stopped for a 
traffic violation or frisked at a bar, who has a gun but no permit, 
can be busted right there. Another plus. 

"Finally, when somebody who has a permit for a concealed 
weapon messes up with a gun, they lose their right to have that 
concealed weapon," he stated, citing the case of a Cordova man 
who fatally shot another man over a parking argument. 

Gunowners were not swayed. One man sent an e-mail to Peck 
stating, "I love the way spinless (sic) liberal journalists try to 
justify their screwups (sic) like your concealed weapons permit 
list. 

"If you are so all fired into protecting children and such why 
don't you publish a list of HIV positive parents, shool (sic) 
teachers, school bus drivers, and maybe a list of HIV positive 
staff members 

working at your paper. Or a list of any sex offenders you have 
on your staff. You are a true weenie." 

The message ended with a vulgar reference regarding Peck's 
parents. 

Most messages on the newspaper's public feedback site were 
far more tempered, challenging the newspaper to publish lists of 
welfare recipients, drunk drivers, plumbers, contractors and 
others. 

In his e-mail to Gun Week, Peck said that the battle is "really 
not about the list anymore." 

"The discussion has moved on to being a litmus test for 2nd 
amendment rights," he wrote, "a flashpoint of larger concerns 
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about identity theft, a way to express deep fears about crime, and 
it's all wrapped up with a distrust of the media. 

"My plea now would be for all the folks who are interested in 
this issue to dial back on the rhetoric and help the media and the 
public understand true concerns," he said. 

The debate became the catalyst for legislation that would 
protect the identities of carry permit holders and make it illegal to 
publish such information. It is reportedly supported by the 
National Rifle Association. The New GUN WEEK, March 15, 2009 

 

DOJ blocks attempt by anti-gunners 
to kill carry in parks 

by Joseph P. Tartaro Executive Editor 

The Obama Administration is legally defending a last-minute 
rule enacted by President George W. Bush that allows concealed 
firearms in national parks, even as it is internally reviewing, 
whether the measure meets "environmental muster," according to 
a Washington Post article. 

While the Brady Campaign and some anti-gun media were 
disturbed by the Justice Department action, other Capitol. 

Hill observers told Gun Week that the government lawyers 
were merely doing their job—defending government actions. 

In their Feb. 13 response to a lawsuit by the gun-control and 
other groups, the Department of Justice (DOJ) sought to block a 
preliminary injunction of the controversial rule. The regulation, 
which took effect Jan. 9, allows members of the public to bring 
concealed, loaded guns into national parks and wildlife refuges 
located in states that allow concealed carry. 

The three groups seeking to overturn the rule—the Brady 
Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence, the National Parks Conser-
vation Association and the Coalition of National Park Service 
Retirees—have claimed that the Bush Administration violated 
several laws in issuing the rule, such as failing to conduct an 
adequate environmental review under the National Environmental 
Policy Act. They also argue that the new policy could deter some 
visitors, such as school groups, from visiting national landmarks. 

In its reply, the Justice Department wrote that the new rule 
"does not alter the environmental status quo, and will not have 
any significant impacts on public health and safety." 

But Interior Secretary Ken Salazar has asked for an internal 
assessment of whether the measure has any environmental 
impacts the government needs to take into account, Interior 
spokesman Matt Lee-Ashley told The Post. 

"Secretary Salazar believes the Department should put 
forward its legal arguments in defense of the rulemaking 
procedure, and allow the courts to reach a conclusion," Lee-
Ashley wrote in an e-mail "In addition, in order to ensure that the 
actions of the government are based upon the best information, 
Secretary Salazar has directed the National Park Service and the 
Fish and Wildlife Service, under the auspices of the Office of 
Assistant Secretary for Fish, Wildlife and Parks, to undertake a 
90-day review of any environmental considerations associated 
with implementation of these rules and to provide him a report on 
the results of that review." 

Paul Helmke, president of the Brady '- Campaign, which 
apparently thought it had the unqualified support of the new 
administration, said in an interview that he did not understand 

why the government was defending a rule that embodied "bad 
policy and bad procedure." 

Gun rights groups had lobbied hard for the rule change under 
Bush. When the administration issued the regulation in 
December, the National Rifle Association's chief lobbyist, Chris 
W. 

Cox, said the shift in policy "brings clarity and uniformity for 
law-abiding gun owners visiting our national parks." The New GUN 

WEEK, March 15, 2009 

 

Michigan activist plans 2010 DC 
march; Nugent to appear 

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

Preliminary planning is underway for a massive pro-Second 
Amendment march on Washington, DC, next year, and the idea 
has energized gun rights activists across the country. 

There is already a website devoted to the effort, and response 
has been stunning. 

This march is the brainchild of Michigan gun rights activist 
and author Skip Coryell, who tossed out the suggestion in a 
column he wrote for the Michigan Coalition for Responsible Gun 
Owners' (MCRGO) website in February. Reaction was swift and 
overwhelming, he told Gun Week, with more than 4,000 website 
visitors on the first day his Second Amendment March website 
(secondamendmentmarch.com) was operating. Within 72 hours, 
that number had expanded to 10,000 separate, individual visitors. 

The website was created by a volunteer, at no cost to Coryell. 
It has more than 1,000 registered users, and the forum became so 
active that it had to be temporarily shut down because the 
original software was overwhelmed by the volume of activity. 

"We didn't expect this kind of interest," Coryell said. 
Gun rights activist and legendary rock guitarist Ted Nugent, 

the "Motor City Madman" member of the National Rifle 
Association's board of directors, has agreed to appear at the 
proposed rally. 

Why a massive gun rights demonstration in the nation's 
capital? For Coryell, the answer is simple: Gunowners have taken 
a beating politically in this country for a couple of generations. 
With an anti-gun administration now in the White House, and 
with avowed gun control proponents running Congress, there is a 
growing threat to gun rights, even in the wake of last year's 
historic Second Amendment ruling in District of Columbia v. 
Dick Anthony Heller. 

The author of three novels and a former aerospace technical 
writer, Coryell now heads a small publishing firm, White Feather 
Press. He also operates a firearms training academy called 
Midwestern Tactical Training. However, he is a self-described 
"stay-athome-dad" whose wife works in the software industry as a 
software requirements engineer. 

The column that launched this movement alluded to an e-mail 
Coryell had received from a woman in Belgium that discussed a 
day care center knife attack. Nobody could resist because of a 
gun ban. Coryell transitioned to the threat of gun control in the 
United States, and then told readers, "This is the beginning of a 
period of historic change in our nation's history and it is no time 
for the timid. This is a time for brave men and women to stand up 
and be counted. We want our children to inherit the same 
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freedom our forefathers know. Freedom has to be protected or it 
will fail. We are at a crossroads. The time to act is now." 

In his conversation with Gun Week, Coryell acknowledged, "I 
challenged people and asked, Why don't we march on 
Washington?" His remarks opened a flood gate. 

Satellite Marches 
Not only is Coryell planning a march in Washington, DC, but 

the overall plan also calls for simultaneous gun rights 
demonstrations in state capitols or major cities around the 
country. He realizes this is a monumental undertaking that will 
require millions of dollars and millions of volunteers and man- 
hours. 

"It's really caught fire," he admitted. "It probably shouldn't 
have surprised me. I've always felt I had my finger on the pulse of 
the pro-2A movement. 

"People are scared," he continued. "They don't know what 
Obama is going to do. They're fed up. They're sick and tired of 
government running their life; all these far left whackos 
proposing legislation to take away their rights." 

Logistics is only one hurdle to overcome, Coryell 
acknowledged. 

"There are a lot of different factions out there (in the firearms 
community," he admitted. "Are pro-gun people willing to put 
aside their differences and make this event happen? I think they 
will just because they are fed up ...I think we'll be able to pull 
everyone together." 

While the Left settles its differences privately and typically 
emerges as a single front, Coryell observed that too many gun 
rights activists are purists with their individual views, which they 
believe should always be "out front" in any political effort. 

"We need to come together," he said. "I believe they will. 
This is an act of faith. It's not just the factions, it's the gun 
industry; they have to get behind it, and all the different 
organizations. This is going to take a ton of money to make this 
happen. It's going to take millions of dollars." 

Coryell has already set up a post office address in Hamilton, 
MI, to accept financial contributions. 

Almost from the outset, media interest began rising. A story 
on the movement was published by WorldNetDaily.com, and 
Coryell was a guest on Tom Gresham's Gun Talk. 

So far, he chuckled, he has not been contacted by the 
authorities, "but it's kind of in the back of my mind; when's the 
FBI going to come to my door to see if I'm warehousing arms?" 

Unintentional Activist 
The father of five children, the youngest of which is only 2 

years old, Coryell said he never planned to become a gun rights 
activist. He jokingly blames the activism on Nugent. 

"It's Ted Nugent's fault," he said tongue-in-cheek. "I wasn't 
politically involved in anything 20 years ago. I saw this Spirit of 
the Wild special on PBS that Ted did. I had never seen anyone 
like him or heard anything like that. I agreed with everything he 
was saying. I joined the Ted Nugent World Bowhunters." 

Coryell didn't just join. He became an activist in the group, 
eventually rising to the position of state director of Ted Nugent 
Unite Sportsmen of America. He also became active with the 
MCRGO. 

"It kinda takes over your life after a while," he said. 

However, Coryell believes that political activism is something 
in which conservatives, and in particular, conservative 
gunowners, must increasingly participate. 

"Most conservatives don't want to be bothered by this stuff," 
he explained. "They want to be left alone. We're willing to take a 
lot of crap just to have peace. But push those people far enough 
and they will say enough is enough and it's time to take out the 
trash." 

For his part, Nugent has enthusiastically lent his support to 
the plan. He issued a statement through the MCRGO noting, "A 
Million Gun Owner March on Washington DC in the spring of 
2010 is indeed building much steam across the hinterland. All 
pro-Second Amendment groups must be on board and perfectly 
coordinated. I would be proud to rally, promote, lead and speak 
to whatever degree the people so honor me with." 

MCRGO has taken a lead in promoting the event. Michigan 
state Sen. Alan Cropsey, a member of the group's board of 
directors, noted that "In the wake of last spring's D.C. vs. Heller 
US Supreme Court decision which protects an individual's right 
to possess a firearm for private use and the renewed importance 
placed on the issue of gun rights across the country, the time is 
ideal for this historic gathering of gun owners at our national and 
state capitols." 

A firm date for this march has not been set, although many 
activists have suggested April 19, the anniversary of the battles of 
Lexington and Concord that ignited the Revolutionary War. It 
was the day, some activists stress, that American gunowners 
demonstrated to the British what kind of response they would get 
when they tried to confiscate the arms of Colonists. History notes 
that the effort did not go well for the Redcoats. 

Coryell believes gunowners, frustrated at their treatment by 
the press and fearful of what Democrats in Congress may attempt 
over the next several months, have been waiting for the kind of 
opportunity this march will provide, to show some muscle. 

"We don't know what is going to happen on the world stage," 
Coryell said, adding that many gunowners quietly are worried 
that "by April 2010 we may not own any guns." 

"People have been waiting in the wings," he said. "We've had 
enough." The New GUN WEEK, March 15, 2009 

 

VA House panel votes to limit gun 
buybacks 

Localities that hold gun buybacks would be prohibited from 
destroying the guns under a bill that has passed out of a House of 
Delegates committee. 

Del. Mark Cole's bill would require the localities to sell the 
firearms to licensed gun dealers. It also would require that the 
localities pass an ordinance in order to hold a buyback program. 

Opponents said it would defy the whole point of the buyback 
program, which is to get guns off the street by destroying them. 
The guns would go to licensed dealers, who must run background 
checks to make sure felons, domestic abusers and the mentally ill 
don't get them. The New GUN WEEK, March 15, 2009 

 

Florida unable to keep pace with 
CCW applications 
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Florida authorities are unable to keep pace with the number of 
applications for concealed firearm licenses (CPLs), reporting to 
The Miami Herald that there is a backlog of some 95,000 
applications as of late February. 

The newspaper reported that a legislative budget panel has 
been asked for financial assistance. A request for almost $4 
million has been made by the agency that issues the permits. In 
2007, the Division of Licensing issued 75,679 permits, and in 
2008, that number rose to 86,269. 

Perhaps reflecting and underscoring the increased demand in 
some firearms and ammunition since the November election, 
there was a reported dramatic spike in CPLs during December 
and January, the agency reported, with a 42% increase in 
applications during those two months. 

Florida permits, which are recognized in several states, are 
good for seven years and cost $120. 

 

Chicago mayor wants cameras on 
every street corner 

Watch out, author George Orwell's Big Brother is coming, 
and he looks an awful' lot like Chicago, IL, Mayor Richard 
Daley. 

According to The Chicago Sun-Times, the anti-gun Windy 
City mayor wants surveillance cameras throughout the city. There 
are already video cameras placed around the city, but not to the 
extent described in the newspaper's Feb. 19 story. 

The live video had at least one success in catching a thief 
stealing from a Salvation Army kettle during the Christmas 
season. 

Although the report indicated that there are surveillance 
cameras at some private businesses and at homes and 
universities, a spokesman for the city said that there is no 
intention of putting cameras inside of buildings. These cameras 
are linked to the city's 911 emergency dispatch network. The New 

GUN WEEK, March 15, 2009 
 

Probe rattles Chicago cops 
Chicago police launched an investigation to find out how and 

why a condominium owned by one of their top administrators 
was raided, and it turned out there were guns, cocaine and cash 
inside. 

According to The Chicago Sun-Times news group, the 
subject of the investigation is Beatrice Cuello, assistant 
superintendent for administrative services. She owns the condo, 
but does not live there. It is occupied by her daughter and her 
boyfriend, the newspaper said. The boyfriend was identified as "a 
suspected gang member." 

The newspaper reported that the boyfriend was suspected of 
selling guns from the residence. 

When cops kicked in the door, they apparently had no idea 
that the condo belonged to one of their own. It was only after the 
daughter told police who she was that the raid took on an extra 
dimension. 

In Chicago, a landlord can be held criminally liable for any 
criminal activity that occurs on their property, the newspaper 
said. Apparently, Cuello and other family members thought the 

boyfriend was self-employed and they did not know about his 
"alleged criminal conduct." The New GUN WEEK, March 15, 2009 

 

Eatery resents complaints 
Everybody's had a restaurant get their food order wrong a 

time or two. 
Like most people, Richard Phinney figured the mistake would 

be corrected and his takeout calzone replaced when he called to 
complain, according to The Flagler County News in Florida. But 
instead of a new calzone, Phinney got a trip to the emergency 
room and a bloodied head after Joseph Milano, 40, the owner of 
Goomba's pizzeria, pistol-whipped and beat him, according to a 
Flagler County sheriff's report. 

"I don't even want to go out to a fast food place now because I 
don't know what to expect," Phinney said in a telephone interview 
with the newspaper in late January. 

To make a long story short, the pistol whipping came after 
Phinney demanded a refund when the restaurant said they were 
unable to correct his order for a "no-sauce, no cheese" calzone, a 
sort of pizza roll-up. The New GUN WEEK, March 15, 2009 

 

McCarthy once backed Gillibrand 
Is allegiance to the Democratic Party thicker than the gun 

control obsession? There may be an answer in the Newsday 
report about one-anti-gunner's support for what was then a pro- 
gun representative. 

House anti-gun queen Rep. Carolyn McCarthy (D-NY) may 
be threatening a primary challenge to newly named Democrat 
New York Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand over her past pro-gun stand, 
but records show McCarthy donated $1,500 to Gillibrand's two 
successful races for an upstate House seat, according to 
Newsday. 

McCarthy's leadership PAC gave Gillibrand a $500 contribu-
tion for her first run for Congress in 2006, and doubled it to 
$1,000 for her re-election bid last June, according to federal 
campaign finance records. 

McCarthy made the second donation June 5, months after 
Gillibrand had publicly signed on to a bi-partisan congressional 
legal brief in the Heller case that drew attacks from McCarthy's 
friends among gun-control advocates because it urged the US 
Supreme Court to overturn Washington, DC's, gun ban. 

"Yeah, I gave her money. I didn't know what her stance was," 
said McCarthy, according to Newsday. McCarthy has made gun 
control her signature issue since she first ran for Congress in 
1995 after a gunman shot and killed her husband on the Long 
Island Rail Road. While no candidate is close to the amount of 
money consultants say they will need to run for Senate, after last 
year's election Gillibrand reported she had $272,492 left over, 
McCarthy $238,859 and King $1.1 million 

Meanwhile, many pro-Second Amendment activists are 
curious to see whether Gillibrand will still be pro-gun after being 
appointed to fill Hillary Rodham Clinton's seat by anti-gun Gov. 
David Paterson, in part due to the urging of another anti-gunner, 
Sen. Chuck Schumer, according to some Albany sources. 

The final answer may come on the first Senate vote on a gun 
bill. The New GUN WEEK, March 15, 2009 
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State's sheriffs back Illinois 
concealed carry 

Legislation to create a system for concealed carry by law-
abiding citizens in Illinois has gotten a boost from the state 
Sheriff's Association, but proponents acknowledge the idea still 
has an uphill battle. 

State Rep. Don Moffitt (R-Gibson) was quoted by The 
Galesburg Register-Mail stating that he is not optimistic that the 
bill will pass, although it contains several safeguards and requires 
applicants to pass a criminal background check. He was 
encouraged by the endorsement from the sheriffs' group. 

The newspaper quoted Knox County Sheriff David Clague, 
noting, "I can see the need for passing the bill. But at the same 
time, I see the concern about it. 

Sheriffs endorsed concealed carry but only for citizens who 
pass a background check and take firearms training. The group 
started leaning in favor of concealed carry after the Supreme 
Court handed down the Heller ruling last June, affirming an 
individual civil right to keep and bear arms under the Second 
Amendment. 

Illinois and Wisconsin are the only remaining states without 
some type of concealed carry statute. The overwhelming majority 
of states are "shall issue" states, in which all applicants who meet 
the criteria must be issued a concealed carry license or permit. 
The New GUN WEEK, March 15, 2009 

 

Jury finds AZ Rancher didn't 
violate illegal immigrants' rights 

A federal jury in a much publicized case found on Feb. 17 
that a southern Arizona rancher didn't violate the civil rights of a 
group of illegal immigrants who said he detained them at 
gunpoint in 2004. 

The eight-member civil jury also found the rancher, Roger 
Barnett, was not liable on claims of battery and false 
imprisonment. 

But the jury did find him liable on four claims of assault and 
four claims of infliction of emotional distress and ordered Barnett 
to pay $77,804 in damages — $60,000 of which were punitive, 
according to Associated Press. 

Barnett declined to comment afterward, but one of his 
attorneys, David Hardy, said the plaintiffs lost on the bulk of 
their claims and that Barnett has a good basis for appeal on the 
two counts on which he lost. 

"They won a fraction of the damages they were seeking," 
Hardy said. 

All six plaintiffs are citizens of Mexico, five of whom are 
living in the United States with visa applications pending, and the 
sixth resides in Mexico but was allowed into the US for the trial, 
said Nina Perales, an attorney with the Mexican American Legal 
Defense and Educational Fund. 

Perales called the outcome "a resounding victory..." 
David Urias, attorney for the plaintiffs, said, "Obviously, we 

are disappointed with some aspects of the verdict. But I think that 
overall this was a victory for the plaintiffs.' 

For years, Arizona has been the busiest point along the 
Mexican border for illegal immigrants entering the United States. 

For more than a decade, Barnett has been a controversial 
figure in southern Arizona. He's known for aggressively 
patrolling his ranch property and along highways and roads in the 
area, often with his wife and brothers, on the lookout for illegal 
immigrants. 

The plaintiffs alleged that Barnett threatened them with his 
dog and told them he would shoot anyone who tried to escape. 

Barnett's lawyers argued that his land was inundated with 
illegal immigrants who left trash on his property, damaged his 
water supply and harmed his cattle. 

Barnett's wife and a brother were dismissed as defendants; in 
addition, 10 more people initially named as plaintiffs were 
dropped from the proceedings. 

The Barnetts detain and turn over those whom they encounter 
to the US Border Patrol. In 2006, Barnett estimated that he had 
detained more than 10,000 illegal immigrants in 10 years. 

His actions have resulted in formal complaints from the 
Mexican government against what it considers vigilante actions, 
and in several other lawsuits, including one stemming from an 
October 2004 incident. 

Barnett's 22,000-acre ranch, about five miles north of the 
Mexican border, includes private and federal lease holdings in 
addition to nearly 14,000 acres of state-leased land. The New GUN 

WEEK, March 15, 2009 
 

Armed ex-Marine student's arrest 
stirs OR activist fury 

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

The arrest and subsequent suspension of a Western Oregon 
University student for carrying a gun on campus, and then being 
subjected to what some say amounted to a student kangaroo 
court, has Oregon gun rights activists outraged. 

The Oregon Firearms Federation (OFF) rushed to the defense 
of Jeffrey L. Maxwell of Lebanon, OR, against whom charges 
were dropped by the Polk County prosecutor. However, Maxwell 
was suspended for the remainder of the Spring semester by a 
"campus judicial board" that met behind closed doors and is 
requiring Maxwell, a 30-year-old Marine Corps veteran, to 
undergo a psychological evaluation and submit a 10-page paper 
that discussed various issues relating to the state law, and 
bringing firearms on campus. 

"Our foundation is committed to taking Mr. Maxwell's 
defense as far as necessary to get justice," said OFF's Kevin 
Starrett. "Maxwell was obeying the law and bothering no one. 
Had it not been for a case of mistaken identity, and overzealous 
campus security, Jeffery would be attending classes and working 
on his degree right now. Instead he's in an educational limbo and 
his character has been attacked. We don't think this is how a 
person who served his country, and obeyed the law should be 
treated." 

Also in Maxwell's corner are at least two state lawmakers, 
Reps. Bruce Hanna (R-Roseburg), the House Republican leader, 
and Kim Thatcher (R-Keizer). According to KATU news, they 
sent a letter to colleges and universities in which they expressed 
their concerns "about the rights of legal gunowners throughout 
our state." They encouraged school officials "to remove any 
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administrative rules or other policies which infringe on those 
rights." 

Maxwell's hearing before the student board was reportedly 
chaired by Patrick Moser, acting coordinator of campus judicial 
affairs. Gun Week tried to contact Moser, but he did not respond. 

However, Ashley Erb, editor-in-chief of The Western Oregon 
Journal, the campus weekly newspaper, confirmed that a great 
deal of misinformation was originally released about the Maxwell 
case. The newspaper was scrambling to get accurate details about 
Maxwell's Jan. 28 arrest, the subsequent student hearing and the 
state concealed carry statute. 

It appears campus policy on firearms may be in conflict with 
state statute. The university's policy prohibits possession of 
firearms, ammunition, explosives, dangerous chemicals, 
fireworks and other "dangerous items." The prohibition applies 
even to legally-licensed students or staff. 

The policy states, in part, "This policy includes prohibiting 
weapons carried by individuals 'licensed' to carry concealed 
weapons. ORS 166.370 (2)(d) has been amended to permit a 
'broader' group of people to carry concealed weapons. However, 
the president of Western Oregon University has the authority to 
control, manage and regulate behavior on campus." 

In a statement to the campus student newspaper, University 
President Dr. John P. Minihan said the school's position "is very 
clear." 

"We expect our students to be carrying books and pencils, not 
guns and knives," Minihan said. "This is a college campus 
dedicated to learning, not combat. The Oregon University System 
has the legal ability to establish rules regulating weapons on 
campus. This has been so for years." 

That policy may have to change, due to the wording of a Mar. 
10, 2004 letter from Virginia Vanderbilt, senior deputy 
legislative counsel for the Oregon Legislature's Legislative 
Counsel Committee, to state Rep. Wayne Krieger of Gold Beach. 

In that letter, Vanderbilt wrote that, "district school boards, 
boards of education of community college districts and the State 
Board of Higher Education do not have authority to prohibit a 
person from carrying a firearm on the campuses of the schools, 
colleges and institutions for which they are responsible." 

Oregon, like a majority of other states, adopted a preemption 
statute several years ago that places sole authority for firearms 
regulation in the hands of the legislature. 

Meanwhile, a group calling itself the Campaign to Keep Guns 
Off Campus announced last month that 35 colleges and 
universities in 16 states have signed a resolution that opposes 
legislation that would allow legally- licensed students or faculty 
to carry concealed handguns on campus. 

The Campaign is a project of GunFreeKids.org, which is 
based in New York. Last year, lawmakers in 17 states— 
including Alabama, Arizona, Georgia, Idaho, Indiana, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Ohio, Oklahoma, 
South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Virginia, and 
Washington— considered such legislation. The New GUN WEEK, 

March 15, 2009 
 

OK bill would block inquiries about 
firearms 

Legislation that would bar employers from asking job 
applicants if they own a gun has won preliminary approval in an 
Oklahoma House committee, according to Associated Press and 
station KSWO. 

The House Judiciary Committee voted 9-2 on Feb. 5 to send 
the legislation by Rep. Rex Duncan of Sand Springs to the full 
House for a vote. 

Duncan, the committee's chairman, says the measure is a 
response to a questionnaire that members of President Obama's 
transition team were required to fill out. One of the questions 
asked applicants to provide registration information on any guns 
they owned. 

Duncan says he is concerned that the Obama Administration 
will be hostile to the Second Amendment right to own firearms. 

But Duncan says he does not know of any Oklahoma 
employer who asks similar questions. The New GUN WEEK, March 15, 

2009 

 

NSSF Bullet Points -- 03-02-2009 
 

NSSF Responds to Attorney 
General's Comments 
 

HOLDER 
ACKNOWLEDGES 
OBAMA WILL 
SEEK 'ASSAULT 
WEAPONS BAN' . . . 
In response to Attorney 

General Eric Holder's 

comments about 

reinstating the ban on 

so-called "assault 

weapons," the National 

Shooting Sports 

Foundation issued a 

press release reminding Congress and all Americans that such 

a ban would result in a loss of jobs, have no effect on 

reducing crime and would deprive millions of law-abiding 

sportsmen and gun owners of their Constitutional right to own 

the firearm of their choice. Holder made his comments at a 

news conference covering the issue of criminals smuggling 

illegal guns from the United States to drug dealers in Mexico, 

a situation that NSSF President Steve Sanetti says would not 

be "remedied by legislation that would violate the rights of 

Americans to own semi-automatic firearms" for hunting, 

sporting or personal defense purposes. In response to Holder's 

remarks, Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) said he 

would oppose any effort to revive the ban, while House 

Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) told The Hill she had not 

talked to administration officials about the ban, saying, "On 

that score, I think we need to enforce the laws we have right 

now." Read more: NSSF Press Release | Blog Post | Video 

from Holder's Press Conference | Los Angeles Times article 

Legal & Legislative 

 

 

U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder at 

Wednesday's press conference. 
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• ILLINOIS GUN-CONTROL SHOWDOWN LOOMS . 
. . "Springfield is headed toward a political showdown over 

guns, with both sides loading up like they haven't in years," 

reports the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. Legislation to allow 

concealed carry of handguns is close to getting a floor debate 

in the Legislature, while gun-control advocates are attempting 

to create new restrictions on firearms. 

• BOREN TO LEAD CONGRESSIONAL GUN-
RIGHTS GROUP . . . U.S. Rep. Dan Boren (D-Okla.), who 

serves as the Congressional Sportsmen's Caucus's House co-

chair, has chosen to serve as co-chair of a new National Rifle 

Association task force on gun rights. The task force will be 

proactive during the 111th Congress in promoting legislation 

that protects the Second Amendment and fighting legislation 

that poses a threat to citizens' constitutional right to keep and 

bear arms. Rep. Paul Broun of Georgia will serve as 

Republican co-chairman. 

• ATF NOTICE TO FFLs . . . The Bureau of Alcohol, 

Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) has posted a notice 

to all federal firearms licensees (FFLs) regarding ATF Form 

4473 availability. 

Hunting 
• IT'S A WRAP: STEP OUTSIDE TV TO BEGIN 

SIXTH SEASON . . . Doug Painter and Kelly Gotch, co-

hosts of Outdoor Channel's original production "Step 

Outside," have finished shooting the show in Colliersville, 

Tenn. Produced by SchaZam Productions, the show is now 

entering its sixth season, which will begin airing at the end of 

March. "Step Outside" chronicles the adventures of 

newcomers as they take their first steps into the field and 

shares helpful tips to ensure that both newcomer and mentor 

alike find that first day afield to be a can't-wait-to-go-again 

experience. 

• LUKE BRYAN PROMOTES NHF DAY . . . Rising 

country music star Luke Bryan promoted the importance of 

introducing kids to the outdoors in a recent interview with the 

San Antonio Express-News when he brought up his role as 

honorary chairman of National Hunting and Fishing Day. "I'm 

the spokesperson to try and bring awareness to hunting and 

fishing and the importance of spending time in the outdoors," 

said Bryan. He added that parents taking their sons and 

daughters "fishing or hunting and just spending time with 

each other is the main thing. I just think it's a great way to 

shape a child." NHF Day, celebrated on the fourth Saturday of 

September, was developed by NSSF in 1971 and since 2005 

has been based at the Wonders of Wildlife Museum in 

Springfield, Mo. Bryan's album, "I'll Stay Me," peaked at No. 

2 on the Billboard country album chart, and his songs, "We 

Rode In Trucks" and "Country Man" made Billboard's Hot 

Country Songs chart. 
 

NSSF Bullet Points -- 02-23-2009 

Hunting 

• VERMONT TO OPEN BORDERS TO YOUNG 
HUNTERS . . . The Vermont House passed a change to its 

law, so that any licensed youth accompanied by an adult with 

a Vermont hunting license may participate in the state's youth 

hunting weekend, reports the Associated Press. This 

liberalizes previous conditions, which prevented most New 

Hampshire young people from hunting in Vermont. Because 

of Vermont's previous restrictions, New Hampshire had 

passed a law last spring that restricts nonresident youth 

hunters from states that do not give New Hampshire's young 

people a hunting opportunity in their states, a move that 

prompted Vermont's latest proposed change to its own law. 

• BILL CREATES BEAR HUNTING SEASON IN 
OKLAHOMA . . . The state legislature has proposed the 

creation of a bear hunting season in southeastern Oklahoma. 

A growing number of residents have filed nuisance 

complaints about black bears coming to their houses and 

rooting through trash. Legislation calls for a quota of 20 bears 

that may be taken in a four-county area. 

News of Note 
• NEW JERSEY ONE-GUN-A-MONTH BILL FAILS . 

. . Today in the New Jersey State Senate, a one-gun-a-month 

bill -- strongly opposed by NSSF and the New Jersey 

Association of Firearms Retailers -- failed to garner the votes 

necessary to win passage. Rather than have the bill formally 

defeated, bill sponsor Sen. Sandra Cunningham (D-Jersey 

City) pulled the bill from consideration. The bill had already 

passed the Assembly and, had it passed the Senate, would 

have gone to Gov. Corzine for his signature. By pulling her 

bill to prevent its defeat, Sen. Cunningham also preserved the 

possibility of having another vote on the bill later this year. 

This is a significant defeat for anti-gun advocacy groups in 

the Garden State like Cease Fire New Jersey. In a related 

development, as previously reported by Bullet Points, the 

New Jersey Supreme Court has agreed to hear Jersey City's 

challenge to an appellate court ruling that upheld the striking 

down of Jersey City's "one gun a month" ordinance as a 

violation of a state law that preempts local regulation of the 

sale of firearms. Under New Jersey law, the local police chief 

has to pre-approve the sale of any handgun and all sales are 

subject to a background check. "The misguided bill defeated 

today would have done nothing to reduce crime in New 

Jersey. Instead, it would have further infringed upon the 

Second Amendment rights of law-abiding residents of the 

Garden State and restricted lawful commerce by licensed 

firearms retailers," said NSSF Senior Vice President and 

General Counsel Lawrence G. Keane. 

• SHOOT RAISES FUNDS TO HELP COMBAT 
ANTI-GUN LEGISLATION . . . The Hill'n Dale Club of 

Medina, Ohio, used a recent sporting clays tournament as a 

fundraiser to help protect the Second Amendment rights of 

law-abiding Americans. The club, an NSSF member since 

1993, sent proceeds to NSSF to combat HR 45, legislation 

that would mandate numerous gun control measures if passed. 
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"We are very thankful for this generous check," said NSSF 

Senior Vice President and General Counsel Lawrence G. 

Keane. "As we move forward into this legislative session, it is 

imperative that our financial arsenal stay well stocked." 

• N.Y.'S NEW SENATOR MOVES RIFLES FROM 
UNDER HER BED . . . U.S. Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand, Hillary 

Rodham Clinton's replacement from New York, has been 

hailed for her pro-gun views, but revealing in an interview 

with Long Island's Newsday that she kept two rifles under her 

bed led not only to criticism from anti-gun politicos but also 

to the need to move her firearms, reports the Times Union. 

The senator's spokeswoman said the guns, always stored in 

locked cases -- with ammunition stored elsewhere -- have 

been moved to an undisclosed location in the house.  
 

NSSF Bullet Points -- 02-16-2009 

Hunting 
• THREAT TO HUNTING STANDS TO FURTHER 

CRIPPLE CALIFORNIA ECONOMY . . . Following calls 

from anti-hunting groups to expand California's ban on 

traditional ammunition statewide, NSSF is urging hunters to 

contact the Fish and Game Commission, the Department of 

Fish and Game, the governor and their state legislators to 

demand science-based wildlife management and not allow 

anti-hunting interest groups such as the Center for Biological 

Diversity to destroy the American heritage of hunting -- a 

critical wildlife management tool. Full Story 

• NORTH CAROLINA TO CONSIDER LIFTING 
SUNDAY HUNTING BAN . . . The North Carolina State 

Legislature will consider a bill that would allow hunting with 

a firearm on Sundays. The bill, introduced by Sen. Julia 

Boseman (D-New Hanover), would overturn a 140-year-old 

statute prohibiting Sunday hunting. North Carolina is one of 

11 states that limit hunting on Sundays.  

• FAMILIAR LEGISLATION INTRODUCED TO 
BAN DOVE HUNTING IN R.I. . . . The frequent attempts 

to ban dove hunting in Rhode Island continue with Senate Bill 

109, sponsored by Sen. Rhoda E. Perry. According to her 

legislation, dove hunting would be prohibited, and any 

violation could result in the revocation of hunting privileges. 

The bill also includes a monetary penalty for each infraction. 

This marks the latest effort to end hunting in the Ocean State 

for one of the nation's most popular gamebirds. All previous 

efforts have been blocked in past legislative sessions. Senate 

Bill 109 has been referred to the Senate Environment and 

Agriculture Committee, and sportsmen are encouraged to 

contact their state legislators to urge an end to this bill. 

• COMPANY PLEDGES PERCENTAGE OF SALES 
TO OUTDOOR MENTORING . . . Field Dress, provider of 

outdoor apparel, has pledged a portion of the price of every 

item sold at its Web site to Pass It On--Outdoor Mentors 

Program. In addition, the company will provide packs for 

program events. The Pass It On--Outdoors Mentors program 

recruits mentors who will share their love of the outdoors with 

children who lack opportunities to get outdoors without a 

mentor showing them the way. 

Legislative 
• 'BLAIR HOLT GUN CONTROL BILL REHASHED' 

. . . "To many gun owners, it's the tsunami of gun control 

legislation, the mother of all efforts to restrict private gun 

ownership and the guarantees of the Second Amendment to 

the U.S. Constitution. To others, it's just the latest anti-gun 

agitation, a formerly defeated proposal dredged back up for 

another try in this time of shifting political winds." 

ESPNOutdoors.com featured a story last week on H.R. 45, 

the gun-control bill introduced by U.S. Rep. Bobby Rush (D-

Ill.).  

• ILL. BILL REQUIRES GUN OWNERS TO HAVE 
$1M LIABILITY COVERAGE . . . The Gun Rights 

Examiner states that "The Chi-Town Political Machine is 

flexing its gunhating muscles once more," a lead to a report 

on Illinois House Bill 687, which would require all firearms 

owners to obtain a $1 million liability insurance policy 

covering any damages that take place from the use of a 

firearm owned by the individual. The bill also authorizes the 

Department of the State Police to revoke and seize the 

identification card from any firearm owner that does not 

supply proof of the liability coverage. "This is terrible 

legislation," commented Rick Story, senior vice president of 

the U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance. "Not only will the bill make it 

cost prohibitive for many to own firearms, [but] it also runs 

the risk of criminalizing innocent owners." 

• N.Y. SENATOR SAYS SHE KEEPS TWO RIFLES 
UNDER HER BED . . . U.S. Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (D-

N.Y.), who has been criticized by New York gun-control 

advocates since being appointed to the Senate, told Newsday 

last week that she and her husband keep two rifles under their 

bed. "If I want to protect my family, if I want to have a 

weapon in the home, that should be my right," Gillibrand said. 

The upstate Democrat was appointed three weeks ago to fill 

the seat left vacant by Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 

Clinton.  
 

NSSF Bullet Points -- 02-09-2009 

• 150 FIRST-TIMERS GIVE SHOOTING A TRY . . . In 

an effort to help educate the Chicago-area public about gun 

ownership, shooting and firearm safety, three ranges around 

the Windy City teamed up with NSSF to hold a total of nine 

First Shots seminars on Saturday -- all of them filled to 

capacity. About 150 people took their First Shots, including 

husbands and wives, mothers and daughters, members of the 

media, veterans who had not shot since being in the military 

and many others. The seminars were held throughout the day 

at Midwest Sporting Goods in Lyons, G.A.T. Guns in Dundee 

and Bass Pro Shops in Gurnee. Said one attendee, "This 

seminar really changed my opinion and educated me greatly 

on gun safety and what it is to shoot a gun -- and how much 

fun it is. I highly recommend it to everyone." The seminars 
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were part of a broader effort in Chicago to raise awareness of 

the shooting sports and to promote firearms safety and 

responsibility. Similar efforts are being planned for other 

major cities this year. 

Legal & Legislative 
• VERMONT TO INTRODUCE APPRENTICE 

HUNTER LICENSE BILL . . . The Families Afield 

initiative, which encourages the breaking down of barriers 

that discourage young people from hunting with supervising 

adults, is about to make inroads in Vermont, where an 

apprentice hunting license bill is slated to be introduced in the 

state legislature. As drafted by Rep. Steve Adams, the bill 

would create a special $5 license that will allow individuals 

who have not taken a hunter education course to try hunting 

under the direct supervision of a licensed hunter age 21 or 

older. "It's try before you buy, so to speak," writes Lawrence 

Pyne in the Burlington Free Press. "And as most hunters 

know well, once you have tried hunting, you're hooked for 

life. 

• N.J. SUPREME COURT TO HEAR ONE-GUN-A-
MONTH CASE . . . The New Jersey Supreme Court has 

agreed to hear an appeal by Jersey City that one-gun-a-month 

legislation is a violation of state law. Two lower courts have 

already ruled in favor of the industry, determining that 

preemption legislation in the state forbids cities and 

municipalities from creating their own gun-control laws.  

• USFWS WARNS TWO STATES OF JEOPARDY OF 
LOSING P-R FUNDS . . . NRAHuntersrights.org reports 

that one state that has diverted Pittman-Robertson Wildlife 

Restoration Funds and another that has announced its 

intention to do so have been notified by the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service that their funding is at risk. The funds, 

collected from an 11 percent excise tax on guns, ammunition 

and some archery equipment, is distributed to states for 

wildlife restoration, habitat acquisition and improvement, 

wildlife research, hunter surveys and hunter education. South 

Dakota and Illinois risk losing a combined $12.1 million, 

though Illinois has already announced its intention to comply 

with the federal agency's guidelines. 
** End of NSSF Bullet Points 

 

NYC Lawsuit Against America's 
Firearms Manufacturers Denied By U.S. 

Supreme Court 
Fairfax, Va. - On Monday, March 9, the U.S. Supreme Court 

denied consideration of New York City and Washington, D.C. 
lawsuits, New York v. Beretta and Lawson v. Beretta, 
respectively, that tried to hold American gun manufacturers 
responsible for the acts of criminals. The Court 's order leaves 
standing a pair of decisions by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Second Circuit and District of Columbia Court of Appeals, both 
of which found that the Protection of Lawful Commerce in Arms 
Act (PLCAA), enacted in 2005, prevents these types of lawsuits 
against lawful firearms manufacturers and dealers.  

"Big city mayors conceived these lawsuits to try and litigate 
American gun manufacturers - who President Roosevelt referred 
to as "the arsenal of democracy" - out of business," said Chris W. 
Cox, NRA chief lobbyist. "NRA has always believed the courts 
would agree with Congress that the PLCAA rightfully stops these 
reckless and politically motivated lawsuits." 

In 2000, New York City, Washington, D.C. and several 
individual plaintiffs sued gun manufacturers, based on the idea 
that although they manufactured a legal product, forcing them to 
pay hundreds of millions of dollars in legal fees just to prove 
their innocence in court would drive them into bankruptcy. In 
addition to being based on a bogus legal theory, these lawsuits 
endangered American armed forces and law enforcement. During 
congressional debate over the PLCAA, the Department of 
Defense agreed with the NRA that bankrupting U.S. gun makers 
and making us dependent on foreign countries like France, Russia 
or China for small arms is a threat to America's domestic and 
international security.  

"We are pleased that the courts have recognized the 
misguided intent of these lawsuits," concluded Cox. " America's 
law-abiding firearms manufacturers must be protected from 
reckless suits that have no legal merit."  

-NRA- 1-800-392-8683 - www.nraila.org  
 

CCRKBA --NEWS RELEASE 

CCRKBA, BARR TELL HOLDER: 
‘BACK OFF’ ON SEMI-AUTO BAN 

RHETORIC 
03/06/09 BELLEVUE, WA – Calling the ban on 

semiautomatic firearms “a bad, and totally unnecessary, lapsed 
federal law,” former Congressman Bob Barr is urging Attorney 
General Eric Holder to back away from a plan to renew that 
onerous idea, and the Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep 
and Bear Arms is joining in the effort. 

“While we opposed Holder’s nomination as Attorney General 
and Barr supported him,” said CCRKBA Chairman Alan 
Gottlieb, “we stand shoulder-to-shoulder with Barr in opposing 
the ridiculous notion that the ban be resurrected and made 
permanent. 

“The ban on so-called ‘assault weapons’ by Bill Clinton and 
the Democrats was a bad idea in 1994,” he recalled, “and it is an 
even worse idea today. We needn’t remind House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi about the mid-term election consequences of the 1994 
ban.” 

Barr was among dozens of pro-gun challengers swept into 
Congress by angry gun owners in November 1994. He served 
from 1995 until 2003. The former Congressman sent a letter to 
Holder on March 3 in which he explained that pushing for a 
renewal of the ban “would be inconsistent in my view with the 
clear mandate you enjoy to restore integrity and confidence in the 
government of which you are an important part.” He encouraged 
Holder to instead devote his energies to “restoring the civil 
liberties of American citizens” that have been eroded over the 
past several years. 

“Many law-abiding gun owners voted for Barack Obama,” 
Gottlieb added, “taking his word that, as president, he would not 
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come after their guns. Renewing the senseless ban on sport-utility 
firearms and original capacity magazines would betray the trust 
of those voters, and Holder should understand that. 

“We’re delighted that Bob Barr, who supported Holder’s 
nomination, has added his considerable influence to this debate,” 
Gottlieb stated. “With Barr squarely in the corner of American 
gun owners – millions of whom own the kinds of firearms that 
would be affected by such a ban – hopefully we will prevail and 
the Obama administration will find more useful endeavors.” 

 

CCRKBA BLASTS DEM DOUBLE 
STANDARD: DISTRICT VOTING 

RIGHTS V. GUN RIGHTS 
03/04/2009 BELLEVUE, WA – The Citizens Committee for 

the Right to Keep and Bear Arms today accused Congressional 
Democrats of “world-class hypocrisy” for pulling a voting rights 
bill for Washington, D.C. residents because Senate Republicans 
added an amendment that would strengthen their gun rights, as 
affirmed in the June 2008 Heller ruling by the Supreme Court. 

House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer (D-MD) said the bill – 
which would give the District an official vote in the House of 
Representatives, most likely a Democrat – would not be 
considered this week because of the Republican amendment. That 
amendment would repeal a ban on certain firearms in the District, 
even though last year’s high court ruling said outright bans of 
whole classes of firearms are unconstitutional. CCRKBA 
Chairman Alan Gottlieb, co-author of These Dogs Don’t Hunt: 
The Democrats’ War on Guns, said House Democrats “are acting 
predictably, in a manner that belies everything they’ve said for 
the past decade about supporting gun rights.” 

“Once again,” he said, “Democrats are revealing themselves 
as the party of restrictive gun control. If the citizens of 
Washington, D.C. have a right to full congressional 
representation, they also have a right to own the firearm of their 
choice. For Democrats to argue that one right is more important 
than another – especially after last year’s Supreme Court ruling 
on the Second Amendment – they are engaging in world-class 
hypocrisy.” 

The bill would add a congressional seat in Utah, ostensibly to 
balance the District’s representative. But Democrats do not want 
to ease the highly restrictive gun regulations adopted by the 
District after the Supreme Court struck down the city’s decades-
old handgun ban. Gottlieb said this stubbornness clearly 
demonstrates that the party’s so-called “support” for the Second 
Amendment is “just lip service.” 

“Democrats argue that the right to representation is not 
related to the right to keep and bear arms,” Gottlieb said, “but 
that’s nonsense. This country was born because our founders 
were being taxed without representation, and because British 
troops tried to disarm the citizens. Those issues are just as equal 
today as they were 230 years ago, and Democrats on Capitol Hill 
need to understand that.” 

 

OBAMA LIED TO GUN OWNERS, SAYS 
CCRKBA; ATTACK PLAN REVEALED BY 

HOLDER 

02/26/2009 BELLEVUE, WA – As a presidential candidate, 
Barack Obama deliberately and repeatedly lied to America’s 90 
million gun owners across the country when he insisted that he 
would not try to take away anyone’s firearms, the Citizens 
Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms said today. 

CCRKBA Chairman Alan Gottlieb, reacting to yesterday’s 
remarks by Obama’s Attorney General Eric Holder that the 
president will seek to reinstate the ban on semi-automatic 
firearms, said Obama “knew he was lying to the nation because 
his own website touted his plan to revive the gun ban and make it 
permanent.” 

“We warned America that Obama’s ‘support’ for the Second 
Amendment was empty rhetoric,” he stated, “and now Holder’s 
disclosure has confirmed it. Obama was lying, and now gun 
rights may be dying.” 

Several times on the campaign trail, Obama told voters “I’m 
not going to take your guns away.” He said it at rallies in Duryea, 
Pennsylvania and in Boise, Idaho. He also told a news conference 
that “Lawful gun owners have nothing to fear…I think people can 
take me at my word.” 

“Right now,” said Gottlieb, “I wouldn’t take Obama’s word if 
he said it rains a lot in Seattle. Apparently, law-abiding gun 
owners have nothing to fear unless they own sport-utility rifles, 
semiautomatic shotguns, handguns and any other firearm that 
Obama and his anti-gun attorney general don’t like. 

“Thanks to Eric Holder, who has been far more honest than 
his boss about his anti-gun philosophy, it is now clear that the 
new president doesn’t support the Second Amendment at all,” he 
observed. “American gun owners should remind Democrats in 
Congress that the Second Amendment means what it says, 
especially when the president doesn’t.” 
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Victory in the House! -- But the land bill battle 
will continue 
Wednesday, March 11, 2009 

Thanks to you, a bill expanding gun control on federal land 
was narrowly defeated Wednesday morning, March 11. 

The Omnibus Public Lands Act of 2009, S. 22, would have 
drastically increased the amount of land controlled by the 
National Park Service, thus subjecting such land to the anti-gun 
regulations of the agency. 

The bill was brought to the floor of the U.S. House on what is 
known as the "suspension calendar."  This calendar is normally 
reserved for non-controversial bills. As such, any bill being 
passed under the suspension calendar requires a two-thirds 
majority of those voting. 

In this case, the pro-gun position prevailed by a mere two 
votes -- meaning S. 22 is far from being non-controversial. 

Although suspension bills are not normally amended, one 
change was allowed in a secret backroom deal between a few 
members. 
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The amendment, offered by Rep. Jason Altmire (D-PA), was 
intended to alleviate the concerns of gun owners. 

The Altmire amendment sought to protect hunting and 
recreational shooting on federal land, but those steps are 
completely inadequate to address the concerns of millions of gun 
owners. 

The Second Amendment protects, as the Supreme Court 
affirmed in D.C. v. 

Heller, an individual right to keep and bear arms.  That right 
was never intended to protect only the shooting sports. 

Under current regulations, firearms possessed for the sole 
purpose of self-defense on land controlled by the National Park 
Service is prohibited unless the person holds a concealed carry 
permit. 

While millions of law-biding Americans hold CCW permits, 
many more do not.  It is these citizens' rights that are going 
unprotected. 

NPS land covers the gamut from busy thoroughfares to 
remote wilderness areas.  These gun free zones are dangerous, in 
addition to creating a patchwork of inconsistent regulations 
between federal and state land. 

Although we won today, unfortunately the battle is not over. 
The anti-gun leadership will attempt to bring this bill back to 

the floor in a way that requires a simple majority, rather than the 
two-thirds vote they needed Wednesday. 

Several pro-gun congressmen will try to offer an amendment 
in committee to simply allow state and local law to govern 
firearms possession on NPS land.  This type of amendment would 
put more control at the local level and protect the gun rights of all 
law-abiding Americans. 

What is expected is that the leadership will propose a new 
"rule" that blocks any such pro-gun amendments. 

If that happens, the vote on the rule becomes the gun vote. 
House leaders have not indicated when they will attempt to 

bring the bill back to the floor, but it could come up at any time. 
Therefore, your Representative needs to hear from you once 

again, for two reasons. First, the entire House needs to be urged 
to reject any parliamentary trick that excludes language to protect 
Second Amendment rights on federal land.  Next, those who 
voted against your rights need to know of your dissatisfaction, 
while those who stood up for your rights should be thanked. 

ACTION: Please use the Gun Owners Legislative Action 
Center at http://gunowners.org/activism.htm to send your Rep. a 
pre-written letter. Note: the LAC will automatically load the 
correct text for individual Representatives, based upon their vote 
Wednesday.  Because the list has to be divided in this way, the 
pre-written letters are not editable by the sender. 
 

----- Pre-written letter for those who voted pro-gun ----- 

Dear Representative: 
Thank you for standing up for the Second Amendment by 

voting against S. 
22, the Omnibus Public Lands Management Act of 2009. 
This bill would greatly expand land controlled by the 

National Park Service, and thus spread the agency's gun 
restrictions to even more areas.  The NPS gun ban should be 
repealed, not expanded. 

Although the pro-gun side won today, the battle is not over.  
The anti-gun leadership will try to bring the bill to the floor 
again, this time with a rule intended to exclude a pro-gun 
amendment to repeal the NPS anti-gun regulations. 

If that is the case, I urge you to once again stand up for the 
Second Amendment and vote against the rule. 

Sincerely, 
 

----- Pre-written letter for those who voted anti-gun ----- 

Dear Representative, 
I am extremely disappointed that you did not stand up for the 

Second Amendment on the issue of S. 22, the Omnibus Public 
Lands Management Act of 2009. 

This bill would greatly expand land controlled by the 
National Park Service, and thus spread the agency's gun 
restrictions to even more areas.  The NPS gun ban should be 
repealed, not expanded. 

Although the pro-gun side won today, the battle is not over.  
The anti-gun leadership will try to bring the bill to the floor 
again, this time with a rule intended to exclude a pro-gun 
amendment to repeal the NPS anti-gun regulations. 

If that is the case, I urge you to protect the Second 
Amendment rights of law-abiding Americans and vote against the 
rule. 

Sincerely, 
 

Senate Repeals D.C. Gun Ban By Large Vote -- 
But the fight in the House is just beginning 

Monday, March 2, 2009 
By a resounding vote of 62 to 36 last week, the U.S. 

Senate has approved an amendment, offered by Senator 
John Ensign of Nevada, to repeal the D.C. gun ban. 

Congratulations! --- But the battle is not over. 
This week, the House will take up the D.C. voting 

legislation.  And anti-gun Speaker Nancy Pelosi is angling 
to impose a "gag rule" on the House, so that D.C. gets its 
unconstitutional representative, while continuing its 
draconian anti-gun laws (like microstamping). 

So here's the deal:  The House will be asked to consider 
a "rule" which establishes the time for debate and provides 
for which amendments may be considered -- and which 
may not. 

It is expected that the Pelosi rule will seek to deny the 
House any vote on the D.C. gun ban and thereby strip the 
repeal of the ban from the House bill. 

So what we are asking you to do is to write and/or call 
your congressman and demand that he oppose any rule that 
strips the D.C. gun ban repeal from the D.C. voting bill. 

Just to remind you of how draconian the D.C. gun law 
is: 

* Following the Supreme Court's decision in Heller 
declaring the law to be unconstitutional, D.C. made a few 
cosmetic changes which will, as a practical matter, allow it 
to continue to deny its citizens the right to keep and bear 
arms. 
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* Then, the City Council passed a whole series of new 
anti-gun measures. These include a requirement that most 
guns used for self-defense "microstamp" fired casings in 
two places with a "unique serial number." 

Aside from being ineffectual with respect to stolen guns 
or crimes where the brass has not been left behind, this 
microstamping provision is intended to make guns so 
expensive that they won't be available anywhere -- 
including your state. 

ACTION:  Write your Representative and urge him or 
her in the strongest terms to oppose any rule which will 
strip the gun ban repeal from the D.C. voting bill. 

You can go to the Gun Owners Legislative Action 
Center at http://www.gunowners.org/activism.htm to send 
your Representative the pre-written e-mail message 

 

Two Great Pro-gun Amendments In The 
Senate -- But Harry Reid stands in our way 
Wednesday, February 25, 2009 

Thank you for all your activism so far! 
Senator John Ensign of Nevada offered his amendment 

to repeal D.C.'s draconian gun ban today. 
But Senators John Thune of South Dakota and David 

Vitter of Louisiana have also stepped up to the plate. They 
filed an amendment that would result in REAL national 
concealed carry reciprocity -- without adversely affecting 
no-permit states like Alaska and Vermont. 

So now the battle lines are drawn!  By the end of the 
week, the Senate will vote on whether to rule these two 
pro-gun amendments out of order. 

The vote could come on a so-called "cloture" motion to 
cut off debate (and thus kill the Ensign and Thune/Vitter 
amendments). Moreover, if the underlying bill is then 
passed, the virulently anti-gun jurisdiction of the District 
of Columbia will be rewarded with a voting member of the 
House of Representatives. 

But first, a little background on the two amendments: 
You've all heard of the various "microstamping" 

proposals crafted by the anti-gunners to ban guns and 
ammunition nationwide. 

The anti-gunners would do this by serial number 
"microstamping" requirements which are so onerous that 
guns (or ammunition) would become prohibitively 
expensive in all 50 states. 

In the wake of the Heller case, the District of 
Columbia's reaction to the Supreme Court's decision 
declaring its gun laws unconstitutional was to pass 
legislation which will, as a practical matter, continue its 
current policy of denying gun licenses to its citizens.  But, 
to add insult to injury, it added a whole bunch of additional 
anti-gun provisions. 

One was a requirement that most guns used for self-
defense be capable of "microstamping" a cartridge with a 
unique serial number.   

Aside from being useless for identifying any criminal 
who pockets his spent brass, this provision would, even if 
it were technologically possible, make guns so expensive 
that no one would buy them. 

If a few more liberal jurisdictions follow suit, this could 
start a chain reaction so that gun manufacturers will 
eventually be forced to manufacture ALL guns to meet the 
new microstamping standards. 

The Ensign amendment would completely repeal D.C.'s 
gun ban and, in the process, help stave off the push for 
microstamping. 

Next, the Thune/Vitter amendment on concealed carry 
reciprocity is an idea whose time has come. Why should 
your right to self-defense stop at the state line? 

But it must be the right kind of national reciprocity. It 
must protect states like Alaska and Vermont which do not 
require a permit to carry concealed at all and it must be 
done in a Constitutional manner that protects State's rights. 

The Thune/Vitter amendment would do these things -- 
it is REAL national reciprocity. 

But the problem is this:  Nevada Senator Harry Reid 
has moved to cut off debate on the D.C. bill -- using a 
parliamentary maneuver known as a "cloture" petition -- 
for the sole purpose of ruling such pro-gun amendments 
out of order. 

You see, Barack Obama and the liberals who run 
Congress hate guns.  They hate guns so much that they 
would probably be willing to kill the District's voting 
representative in order to preserve the District's gun ban. 

The next two days are crucial.  While there will be 
votes in the Senate throughout the day on Thursday -- 
which may include either of the two pro-gun amendments -
- it is likely that the true focus will be on Friday's cloture 
vote. 

ACTION:  Contact your two Senators and urge them to 
vote AGAINST cloture on S. 160 until the Senate has had 
an opportunity to vote for all pro-gun amendments. As 
usual, you can use the Gun Owners Legislative Action 
Center at http://gunowners.org/activism.htm to send your 
Senators the pre-written message 

 

Important Gun Vote In The Senate 
Tuesday, February 24, 2009 

An amendment to repeal the onerous gun ban in the 
District of Columbia may come to the floor of the Senate 
as early as tomorrow, Wednesday, February 25. 

Senator John Ensign (R-NV) plans to file the 
amendment to the so-called D.C. Voting Rights Act. 
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After the landmark Supreme Court ruling in Heller 
striking down Washington's gun ban as unconstitutional, 
the city council passed a gun control law that was almost 
as restrictive as the old one. 

To simply possess a firearm in the nation's Capitol 
City, a resident must: 

* Take a five hour training course 
* Re-register any firearms every three years 
* Undergo an invasive background check every six 

years 
* Pass a 20 question multiple choice test designed by 

bureaucrats based on the city's convoluted law 
* Pay a registration fee 
* Have all handguns undergo a ballistics test 
In addition to protecting Second Amendment rights in 

the District of Columbia, a vote on the Ensign amendment 
is an important test for your two Senators.  Many of the 
provisions in the existing D.C. gun law are also on the 
wish list of the anti-gunners. 

A vote on repealing the D.C. gun ban will be a good 
indication of how the Senate will vote on other gun-related 
issues. 

Ensign's measure will be offered as an amendment to S. 
160, the D.C. 

Voting Rights Act.  The bill is designed to give 
Washington, D.C., full voting privileges in the House of 
Representatives, as well as increasing the total number of 
representatives from 435 to 437. 

While there are many constitutional concerns with the 
underlying measure, the gun ban repeal simply comes 
down to a vote for or against the Second Amendment. 

It is vital that you contact your Senators in support of 
the Ensign amendment because GOA is the only group that 
has announced it will score this vote. 

ACTION: Please contact your two U.S. Senators and 
urge them to support the Ensign amendment to repeal the 
D.C. gun ban.  Ask them to encourage Senate leadership to 
make it a priority for consideration on S. 160. You can go 
to the Gun Owners Legislative Action Center at 
http://gunowners.org/activism.htm to send your Senators 
the pre-written e-mail message 

 

Anti-gun Land Bill Moving Again -- Gun 
control should be stripped from the legislation 

Monday, February 23, 2009 
An alert last week asked you to urge your 

representative to oppose a massive land bill that was 
scheduled to come before the full House at any time. 

The good news is that opposition to the bill grew so 
loud that the leadership pulled it from the calendar so they 
would have more time to muster enough votes to pass it. 

Well, that also gives you another chance to contact your 
own representative to tell him to OPPOSE the anti-Second 

Amendment Omnibus Land Act.  The bill, S. 22, is now 
scheduled to be voted on this week. 

S.22 is a mammoth bill comprised of over 190 
separate pieces of legislation and will come to the floor 
with a rule that will not allow pro-gun representatives to 
offer amendments. 

There are serious Second Amendment concerns with 
this legislation.  S. 22 will greatly expand the amount of 
land controlled by the National Park Service (NPS).   
Because the rights of lawful gun owners are restricted on 
NPS land, the bill will create even more "anti-Second 
Amendment" zones. 

In contrast to the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
and the U.S. Forest Service, which allow State and local 
laws to govern firearms possession, NPS land was until 
recently subject to a complete gun ban. 

In the waning days of his administration, President 
Bush partially reversed the ban, but that half-way measure 
still leaves a significant portion of the gun prohibition in 
place.  Gun Owners of America has fought for several 
years to fully repeal the NPS regulations, but those efforts 
have been hampered by the anti-gun leadership of both the 
House and Senate. 

GOA opposes many parts of the bill that are 
controversial and have not been debated on their individual 
merits. 

Consider just a few provisions of the 1,294-page bill: 
* Section 2002 codifies the National Landscape 

Conservation System, which groups together 26 million 
acres of federal land and places it under one umbrella 
agency. The NLCS was created during the Clinton 
administration and run administratively since that time. S. 
22 will make the system permanent, raising concerns for 
hunters and sportsmen.  

Much of this land is consolidated from the BLM and 
the Forest Service, which have always allowed hunting and 
recreational shooting. It is unclear what rules will be 
promulgated by the new agency and if gun owners' rights 
will be protected at all. 

* Section 5204 of the bill establishes the Washington-
Rochambeau Route as a Historic Trail.  This dual trail 
begins in Rhode Island and travels 650 miles to Yorktown, 
Virginia.  The trail includes parts of major thoroughfares 
on the east coast such as Interstate 95 and US Route 1, 
meaning the gun ban could effect hundreds of thousands of 
unsuspecting gun owners each day. 

* Section 5301 authorizes the federal government to 
buy private land adjacent to national parks and trails. Such 
land would be controlled by the NPS, and thus be subject 
to the agencies' anti-gun regulations. 

* Section 7002 makes the birthplace of William 
Jefferson Clinton a National Historic Site.  Well, perhaps 
it's fitting that the legacy of former President Clinton, who 
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was responsible for so many anti-Second Amendment 
laws, will include yet another "gun free" zone. 

In all, the bill designates over 2 million acres of 
wilderness, establishes three new national parks, a new 
national monument, three new national conservation areas, 
and four new national trails. 

If there are parts of the bill that could stand on their 
own, they should be brought up separately and dealt with 
in an open and fair process -- and not used as bargaining 
chips in exchange for compromises of your Second 
Amendment rights. 

Some people on Capitol Hill contend that all of these 
bills already passed the House anyway.  In fact, no they 
haven't.  More than 70 of these bills now before the House 
were only passed by the Senate.  The House of 
Representatives never even held hearings or open debate 
on these measures. 

Representative Rob Bishop (R-UT) has indicated that 
he wants to at least have the opportunity to offer an 
amendment to ensure that the Second Amendment rights of 
all Americans are protected. 

However, right now it looks as though the anti-gun 
House leadership will refuse to allow any amendments to 
the bill, in order to ensure that it goes straight to President 
Obama's desk. 

There is a possibility that an amendment to protect only 
hunting and recreational shooting on federal land would be 
allowed.  Such an amendment by itself is not sufficient and 
is clearly designed as a "cover" vote for gun rights 
compromisers. 

Please contact your representative and urge him or her 
to insist that an amendment be allowed to protect ALL of 
your Second Amendment rights -- not just hunting and 
recreational shooting. 

ACTION:  Please urge your Representative oppose S. 
22.  You can go to the Gun Owners Legislative Action 
Center at http://www.gunowners.org/activism.htm to send 
your Representative the pre-written e-mail message 
 

Hindsights: 

Life mirrors movie art in case of ex-
Marine reservist 

by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor 

On Mar. 16, a second murder trial will begin in Albany 
County, NY, court that may decide the fate of Kevin Murphy, a 
28-year-old former Marine reservist, who was released from 
prison when the state's second highest court ruled on appeal that 
some evidence entered in his original trial should not have been 
used. The state Appellate Court ordered the new trial in handing 
down its decision late last year. 

Murphy was convicted of second degree murder during his 
first trial in October 2006 in the fatal stabbing death of Joseph 

Jerome, 20, during a street fight outside Murphy's apartment on 
Albany's Hudson Avenue. 

The area where 'the altercation took place sometime after 1 
a.m. on the morning of April 30, 2006, was described in one 
Albany Times-Union story as a "college ghetto," teeming with 
young people, bars, high spirits and who knows what other 
elements. 

When I first learned of the details in this case I was struck by 
the parallels to the story line in the 1997 movie "Con Air." In that 
movie, Nicholas Cage plays a young Army veteran just home 
from combat service who is goaded into a fight with a trio of 
young bar patrons outside the saloon-dance hall where he was 
celebrating his homecoming with his wife. Cage's character is not 
armed but ends up stabbing one of his attackers with a knife they 
had tried to use on him. 

In "Con Air," Cage's military training was used in the 
prosecutor's arguments against him. He is convicted and 
sentenced to prison where he remained a model prisoner but 
unfortunately is sent home on parole on the same prison plane 
transporting a transfer load of the prison's worst repeat offenders. 
Many Gun Week readers will recall the rest of the violent action 
movie. The only similarities between Cage's character's situation 
and the Albany case is the conviction of a former serviceman in a 
street fight stabbing death and the fact that Cage didn't accept a 
plea bargain. 

In Murphy's case, he too rejected an opportunity to be tried 
on a manslaughter charge rather than for second degree murder, 
according to one of his lawyers. 

On the night of the fateful encounter that thrust Murphy and 
Jerome together, neither had ever met the other previously. 
Neither was enrolled at any of the nearby colleges which swell 
the neighborhood's student population, although Murphy had 
been a student the previous semester and was expecting to be 
enrolled again in the following semester. In the meanwhile, he 
had been trying to set up a small neighborhood bagel shop 
business. 

Murphy told Gun Week that Jerome had been released from 
prison the day before the street brawl and stabbing. The Times-
Union reported in one of its earlier stories that Jerome had been 
released from "a prison boot camp." 

When police arrived at the scene of the stabbing, Murphy was 
not there. However, when notified by neighbors that police 
wanted to speak with him, he reported to the police. 

It was sometime during his interview with police that he made 
a phone call to his family in Long Island which was used in 
evidence against him at his first trial, despite his continued claims 
that the stabbing was an unplanned accident and that he was 
merely fighting back in self-defense. 

Whether with a gun, knife or personal weapons like feet and 
hands, a homicide during any altercation is viewed with 
considerable concern by most prosecutors and self-defense is a 
frequent court defense. The death weapon was never recovered in 
this case. 

How the phone call figured in the first trial, Murphy's 
conviction and his appeal can best be summed up with these 
quotes from The Times Union: 
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"Seventeen months after being sentenced to 25 years to life in 
prison in connection with a 2006 stabbing death, Kevin Murphy 
is free on bail." 

A judge set bail last May at $150,000 for Murphy and he later 
posted that bail and was released from Albany County jail, where 
he had been detained. 

On May 1, (2008) the Appellate Division of state Supreme 
court ruled evidence used to convict Murphy - specifically a 
phone call he made to his family while police interviewed him— 
should not have been used, at least in its entirety, at trial. The 
ruling reversed Murphy's second-degree murder conviction, 
setting the stage for a new trial before Judge Thomas Breslin in 
Albany County Court.... 

The former Marine reservist convicted of fatally stabbing a 
20-year-old man two years ago will get a new trial, a state 
appeals court ruled on May 1. 

But he'll get a new chance at a freedom following the ruling 
by the Appellate Division of state Supreme Court. It found 
evidence used to convict Murphy— specifically a phone call he 
made to his family while being interviewed by police should not 
have been played, in its entirety, at trial. 

On the second anniversary of the killing, the mid-level court 
reversed the second-degree murder conviction and sent the case 
back for a new trial. 

Murphy and Jerome did not know each other when their paths 
crossed after 1 a.m. the morning of the homicide. Albany County 
Assistant Chief District Attorney Mark Harris, who prosecuted 
the case, said in 2006 that Murphy "went after" Jerome after 
being punched in the mouth. 

"But the other kid hadn't punched him," Harris added, 
according to The Times Union. "And he had nothing to do with 
punching him.' 

"Murphy agreed to speak to police, but their interrogation 
stopped once he asked for a lawyer. Murphy then spoke to his 
father and sister on a police phone, and was told the line was 
being tape-recorded. The 14-minute conversation was used 
against him at trial, the Appellate Division noted. 

"While his request for an attorney did not make the evidence 
unfit for trial, he had repeatedly invoked his right against self-
incrimination, the court said, continuing it was "unable to 
conclude that there is no reasonable possibility that the evidence 
regarding defendant's invocation of his rights contributed to his 
conviction." 

"In addition, the court noted evidence of Murphy's guilt at the 
trial was 'not overwhelming.' 

"This is a verdict that need not to have happened," said Kevin 
Murphy's lawyer, E. Stewart Jones, after the first trial, according 
to The Times Union. 

"I told him it was not possible to get an acquittal when an 
unarmed man is stabbed to death," Jones reportedly said. 

One witness testified at the October 2006 trial that Jerome fell 
on the knife Murphy was holding during the sidewalk melee that 
night, Murphy's sister claimed. The street was teeming with 
college students and many were drinking. 

Her brother, she said, is not a criminal, but a veteran who 
served his country. He was also struggling with a broken wrist 
and had lost his glasses during the fight. 

"He was defending himself against three people while he was 
disabled, nearly blind and disoriented from his head hitting the 
ground," she said. "The only reason he was able to defend 
himself was, I think, because he was a trained U.S. Marine." 

Needless to say, both families are still devastated by what 
happened on that April night in 2006. 

Now a second trial before the same judge may determine what 
really happened. 

In Murphy's case, his fate will be decided in court. 
In Cage's case in the "Con Air" movie, he had to redeem 

himself by fighting all of the bad guy who had been stacked on 
the Plane which they crashed in an escape attempt. 

Perhaps that's the difference between life and art: the reality is 
always more stark, if not as entertaining. But in both cases, the 
problems one encounters with the judicial system after a self-
defense situation can prove terrifying if not insurmountable. The 

New GUN WEEK, March 15, 2009 
 

News links  
09-03-05  75% Believe Constitution Guarantees Right 
To Own A Gun 
   Seventy-five percent (75%) of Americans believe the 
U.S. Constitution guarantees the right of an average citizen 
to own a gun, according to a new Rasmussen Reports 
national telephone survey.  
Just 14% say gun ownership is not a constitutional right. 
Eleven percent (11%) are not sure.  
   Of those with a gun-owner in the household, 89% say the 
Constitution guarantees a citizen’s right to own a gun. 
Sixty-four percent (64%) of those without a gun owner in 
the home agree.  
   A whopping 92% of Republicans say the Constitution 
guarantees their right to own a gun, compared to 64% of 
Democrats and 71% of adults not affiliated with either of 
the major political parties.  
    The Second Amendment to the U.S. Constitution states, 
“A well regulated militia being necessary to the security of 
a free State, the right of the People to keep and bear arms 
shall not be infringed.” The amendment is part of the Bill 
of Rights.  
   Gun control advocates have argued that the Second 
Amendment refers to the arming of a militia for the 
common defense and is not a guarantee of an individual’s 
right to own a gun. The National Rifle Association and 
numerous political leaders, both Democrat and 
Republican, among others, disagree.  
   Although the plurality of Americans (47%) do not see a 
need for stricter gun control laws in this country, 43% 
believe the Obama  Administration will try to implement 
such laws.  
    Seventy-nine percent (79%) of married American 
support the right to gun ownership, as do 68% of non-
marrieds. Despite the oft-cited concern about the danger of 
loaded weapons to children in the home, those with 
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children in the house are a bit more likely to acknowledge 
gun ownership rights than those without children living 
with them.  
The U.S. Supreme Court  in June of last year upheld 
individual gun ownership when it declared Washington, 
D.C.’s law banning handguns within city limits as 
unconstitutional. Sixty-three percent of voters agreed with 
that decision. The ruling also prompted an upturn in the 
high court’s favorability ratings.  
   Gun sales have reportedly risen in recent months because 
of concerns about the worsening economy and fears that 
President Obama will push for limits on gun ownership. 
Attorney General Eric Holder  already has said the 
administration wants to restore the ban on so-called assault 
weapons that lapsed in 2004. Half the nation’s gun-owners 
think that the Obama Administration is Very Likely to 
impose stricter gun control laws.  
   Many Americans say crime has gone up in their 
communities over the past year. A sizable majority of 
those adults believe it’s Very Likely that increase is related 
to the bad economy.  
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/
general_politics2/75_believe_constitution_guarantees_righ
t_to_own_a_gun 
 

09-03-05 One sentenced; one indicted   
    One man was sentenced Tuesday in federal court to 15 
years in prison, while another was indicted by a federal 
grand jury on drug charges.  
    John Edward Crews, 37, of 430 First St., Donora, was 
sentenced by U.S. District Court Judge Maurice Cohill to 
15 years, 8 months imprisonment for violating federal drug 
laws.  
   On March 30, 2006, Crews attempted to sell 500 or more 
grams of cocaine. On March 20, 2007, and on Feb. 6, 
2008, Crews also planned to sell a quantity of cocaine.  
   Vernon Maceo Patrick, 22, of 113 Maple Ave., 
Washington, was indicted by a federal grand jury on 
charges of violating federal drug and firearms laws.  
    According to the two-count indictment, on Oct. 18, 
2007, Patrick attempted to sell 5 grams or more of crack 
and possessed a firearm as a convicted felon. He was 
previously convicted in Washington County Court of 
carrying an unlicensed firearm. http://www.observer-
reporter.com/OR/Story/03-04-drug-sentence 
 

09-03-03   Gun dealer trial begins in Arizona 
  PHOENIX (Reuters) – Jury selection began in Phoenix 
on Tuesday in the trial of a U.S. gun dealer charged with 
knowingly selling hundreds of weapons to smugglers 
shopping for Mexican drug cartels. 
   Prosecutors say George Iknadosian, 47, sold AK-47 
assault rifles and other guns to third-party buyers for the 

cartels in Mexico, where 6,000 people were killed in drug 
violence last year. 
   Iknadosian denies the charges. If convicted, he could be 
sentenced to up to 250 years in prison, prosecutors said. 
    Since 2006, Mexico has sent tens of thousands of troops 
to fight powerful cocaine cartels locked in a bloody war 
for control of lucrative cross-border smuggling routes to 
the United States. 
   Gun sales are illegal in Mexico. Investigators say nine 
out of every 10 guns recovered from Mexican crime scenes 
are traced back to U.S. gun dealers, prompting 
Mexican authorities to urge the United States to crack 
down on the trade. 
   After an 11-month effort by Mexican authorities and the 
U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives to curb gunrunners, they nabbed Iknadosian. 
    ATF said third parties, known as "straw purchasers," 
were paid by smugglers working for the cartels to buy guns 
at Iknadosian's X-Caliber Guns store in north Phoenix. The 
straw purchasers were paid $100 a gun, ATF said. 
   The weapons were then spirited south of the border to 
arm drug cartels in Mexico's Sonora and Sinaloa states, 
ATF said. 
    Some of the weapons sold in Iknadosian's shop have 
been traced to crimes in Mexico. One pistol was recovered 
in January 2008 when Mexican police arrested Alfredo 
Beltran Leyva, a top lieutenant of Joaquin "Shorty" 
Guzman, Mexico's most wanted fugitive who leads a 
powerful cartel from Sinaloa. 
   Concern over Mexican drug cartel violence has grabbed 
headlines in the United States in recent days. 
   U.S. Senate lawmakers announced last week they would 
hold hearings to assess the ability of U.S. security forces to 
handle the rise in crime on the U.S. side of the border 
related to Mexican traffickers 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/nm/20090303/us_nm/us_usa_mex
ico_guns 
 

09-03-01   Police file gun charges in slaying 
   A city man is accused of firearms violations in the 
homicide of Shawn T. Jamison last month.  
   Isaac J. Roberts, 24, of the 2600 block of North 6th 
Street, was charged last week with carrying a firearm 
without a license and being a person not permitted to carry 
a firearm, Mayor Stephen R. Reed said.  
   Jamison, 28, of the 500 block of Wiconisco Street, was 
shot in the face Feb. 10 about 12:45 p.m. outside the S&D 
Lounge.  
   Police are unsure who pulled the trigger and continue to 
investigate the homicide, city officials said.  
http://www.pennlive.com/patriotnews/stories/index.ssf?/ba
se/news/1235870728113730.xml&coll=1 
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09-03-01   Nationally, ‘friendly fire incidents’ not 
uncommon 
   When Williamsport Patrolman Sidney Gable accidentally 
shot himself last month, he likely was to be just one of 
dozens of policemen across the country who will be 
wounded this year by their own weapon or one belonging 
to a fellow officer, according to one veteran law 
enforcement official who has written extensively on the 
topic of police shootings. 
    "It would not at all be unreasonable to assume that the 
number of officers wounded by accidental discharges 
involving their own weapons or those of fellow officers in 
a given year to be well into the three digits," said Dean 
Scoville, associate editor of the monthly publication 
POLICE Magazine and a retired supervisor of the Los 
Angeles County Sheriff's Department. 
    "That would average out to be at least two officers a 
state, and I'm sure it's a lot more than that," said Scoville, 
who writes a regular column on officer-involved shootings 
for the national magazine, a publication that has been 
reporting on law enforcement topics since 1976 and has a 
circulation in excess of 40,000. 
    "On average, at least one officer a year is killed during 
firearms training exercises or what are called 'friendly-fire 
incidents,' " Scoville said. 
   Gable suffered a gunshot wound to his left hand on Feb. 
10 in the basement of police headquarters while he was 
cleaning his gun, according to investigators. 
   Tragedy strikes 
   Scoville said his department tragically lost a 38-year-old 
deputy three years ago who accidentally shot himself in the 
chest while he was cleaning his gun at a desk. 
    While there were cleaning materials and an unloaded 
magazine on the desk, investigators determined that there 
must have been a live round still in the gun's chamber that 
was fired, killing the 17-year veteran instantly. 
    Scoville said it is very difficult to find any "hard data" 
on the actual number of police officers wounded in 
training exercises because of the wide range of different 
reporting procedures at the local, state and federal levels. 
    He noted a Los Angeles Times article from 2006, which 
reported that from 1985 to 2005, 68 police officers in that 
city shot themselves or were wounded by gunfire that came 
from a fellow officer's weapon. 
   "Police officers are human beings, and they can make 
mistakes," said Harvey Hedden, deputy executive director 
of the International Law Enforcement Educators and 
Trainers Association. 
   The mission of the seven-year-old Wisconsin-based 
association is to focus on training professionals who are 
members of the criminal justice system, Hedden said. 
   While all line-of-duty deaths and assaults on officers 
must be reported to the FBI, there is no law enforcement 

agency that keeps data on the number of officers who 
accidentally injure themselves or other officers during 
training, Hedden and Scoville said. 
  Human nature 
   "People who carry firearms for a living can have 
accidents," and it's imperative that everyone learn from 
these incidents "and improve their own safety," said 
Hedden, who retired last year as a lieutenant in the 
Kenosha, Wis., County Sheriff's Department, after 31 
years of service. 
   It's human nature to become "complacent when handling 
things that are used every day, whether it's a car, your 
favorite power tool or a gun," Hedden said. 
   It's essential that officers guard against complacency and 
not become "lax about safety," he added. 
   730,000 full-time officers 
   Regardless of the size of the police department or the 
number of firearm training exercises conducted by the 
department, an occasional accidental discharge is not 
uncommon, Scoville said. 
   As of last year, the country had more than 730,000 full-
time officers representing nearly 18,000 local and state law 
enforcement agencies and departments, Scoville said, 
citing data from the U.S. Bureau of Justice. 
   In cases in which officers are wounded, "the repeated 
reason given for an accidental discharge is that the officer 
did not know the weapon was loaded," Scoville said. 
   There also have been incidents in which officers 
accidentally shot themselves in the leg or foot "as they 
holstered or unholstered their weapon," he added. 
   While officers have been wounded during training 
sessions, "there is less chance of an injury happening when 
officers are in an area that is under the supervision of a 
trained instructor," Hedden said. 
    "When an officer is on his own, cleaning his weapon at 
home or even in a room at a police station, he is more 
prone to distractions such as a telephone call or someone 
simply walking into the room," he added. 
   Solution in more training 
   "Accidental discharges also can happen when an officer 
is unfamiliar with the firearm or he is not respecting the 
firearm," said Scoville, who retired in 2007 as a detective 
sergeant after 25 years with the sheriff's department. 
   As Hedden views it, "The real solution to this is for 
officers to have more training, not less." 
   However, Hedden expressed concern that there could be 
more accidental shootings involving officers this year if 
elected officials and police administrators decide to slash 
funding for training. 
    "Unfortunately, in this current hard economic time, one 
of the first things that will likely be cut from municipal 
police budgets is money for training," Hedden said. 
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http://www.sungazette.com/page/content.detail/id/523452.
html 
 

09-02-28   Nationwide Ammunition Shortage Hits U.S. 
  If you, like thousands of other Americans, have Googled to find 
out why we are in the middle of a nationwide ammunition 
shortage, you would have stumbled across this 2007 blog entry. 
   In it, I corrected a poorly researched Associated Press story by 
Estes Thompson that claimed the military’s consumption of 
ammunition was responsible for police ammunition shortages 
here in the United States. Few things could have been further 
from the truth, but it seems rather apparent, in retrospect, that the 
goal of that AP article wasn’t to find the truth as much as it was 
to (falsely) lay blame for the police ammunition shortages at the 
feet of George W. Bush. 
  The real fact of the matter is that the military got the bulk of its 
small arms (pistol, rifle, machine gun) ammunition from one 
contracted ammunition plant, and that plant wasn’t even running 
near capacity. The military’s consumption clearly wasn’t to 
blame, and anecdotal evidence and statements from ammunition 
manufacturers strongly suggested that police departments 
themselves caused the 2007 ammunition shortage by purchasing 
far more ammunition than they had in the past. 
   But what is causing our current ammunition shortages here in 
2009? 
Much of the demand comes from continued high law enforcement 
demand, the same demand that led to shortages two years ago. 
Police agencies around the nation have become more militarized 
in recent years and two trends within this militarization have led 
to greater police ammunition demand. 

An increase in the size and number of paramilitary 
police units 

  Once upon a time, highly trained, heavily armed police units 
with alphabet-soup acronyms such as SWAT, SRT, SRU, or ERT 
were generally found as part of large, metropolitan police 
departments. Today, law enforcement agencies of every size — 
including some university police forces — have SWAT-type 
units armed with some combination of submachine guns, assault 
rifles, and sniper rifles to add to the traditional compliment of 
pistols and shotguns. To become proficient to the level expected 
of these units, each officer must fire thousands of rounds in 
training every year. 

An increase in the use of “patrol carbines” in law 
enforcement 

   Some agencies prefer to call them “patrol carbines”; others 
refer to them as “tactical rifles.” But whatever you call them, 
rifles based upon the AR-15 are becoming increasingly common 
as a weapon deployed to police officers outside of SWAT units, 
for some very logical reasons. AR-type rifles extend the range at 
which patrol officers can engage armed criminals, and because 
rifles have more practical accuracy than pistols, they can 
potentially reduce the number of shots fired to neutralize a 
suspect. Paired with the right kind of ammunition, the .223 
Remington/5.56mm caliber rifle also has surprisingly less over-
penetration, theoretically reducing threats to civilians who might 
be downrange. Each of these weapons will also require officers 
carrying them to fire hundreds of rounds in training each year, 
and in a city that rotates rifles from one shift to another among 

their patrol units, this can necessitate tens of thousands of rounds 
of training ammunition. 

   Fears of draconian gun and ammunition restrictions 
   The 2008 elections that saw the Democratic Party extend their 
power in both houses of Congress and saw Barack Obama elected 
president made gun owners very nervous, and with good reason. 
   We have a president that has favored gun bans and who desires 
to reinstate the horribly flawed 1994 assault weapons ban 
authored by our rather dim vice president. We also have radically 
anti-gun majority leaders in both the House of Representatives 
and Senate, and a Congress quite willing to pass massive, bloated 
laws without even bothering to read the contents. Fears of 
encroachment are certainly warranted. 

Economic instability 
  As economies become unstable and people lose jobs, crime 
rates go up. It is an economic fact of life. Many people who are 
worried about an increase in crime arm themselves during 
economic downturns, leading to an increased demand for 
firearms and ammunition. 
   As a result of all of these factors, manufacturers of firearms and 
ammunition saw demand increase to unprecedented levels as 
civilians have made a run on the kind of firearms they suspect 
that gun control advocates presently in charge will try to outlaw. 
    This includes all handguns, all semi-automatic rifles 
(especially those targeted by the 1994 assault weapons bill that 
expired in 2004), and most semi-automatic shotguns. 
   Matt Reams of Sierra Bullets noted that after the 2008 
presidential election demand shot up 50%-100% for bullets used 
by handguns or rifles in military calibers, and says, “Law 
enforcement has seemed to increase quite a bit the last year or so. 
The individuals jumped in after the elections and pushed our 
orders over the top when we were already running in high gear.” 
    Federal Premium/ATK is the largest ammunition manufacturer 
in the world, running the Lake City Army Ammunition Plant for 
the U.S. military under contract; it also is a major supplier of law 
enforcement and civilians. In a statement, the company noted 
“unprecedented demand” for law enforcement ammunition. 
While other corporations are presently laying off workers and 
shutting down operations, ATK is in the middle of capital 
improvements to further increase production capability. 
   Rick Shoupe of PMC Ammunition, which has a more civilian-
focused market for his company’s products, reflected in his 
explanation: 
  Shortly before the presidential election the dam broke as far as 
U.S. gun and ammunition sales are concerned. I believe it is a 
reaction by the general public because of two main reasons. 
Number one, the political environment which results from the 
attitudes about gun control in the majority of Congress and the 
president himself. They are anti-gun. Number two, the current 
financial crisis in the U.S. has added to the frenzy, causing again 
the general public to want some sort of personal protection. Just 
in case they need it. 
   We are seeing a bubble in demand like I have never seen before 
and I have been in this business for 35 years. This demand is in 
addition to the military and law enforcement that also continues. 
PMC has expanded production to try and handle as much of the 
demand as it can before the demand starts to drop. Even so, the 
first scent of legislation being introduced to Congress will light 
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another candle in the demand for these products. It will not end 
until the legislation is passed. 
   Individual shooters are stockpiling thousands of rounds of 
ammunition because of fears of future punitive taxation or 
outright bans of certain kinds of ammunition. Law enforcement 
agencies are also stockpiling ammunition to make sure they have 
enough on hand to meet training requirements. The shortage we 
are seeing is the result of both agencies and private citizens 
hoarding the most sought-after ammunition. 
Thus, this shortage is the result of an accordion effect that has 
developed over the past few years. 
   Law enforcement agencies have been rapidly increasing their 
ammunition consumption because of how they are rearming, 
causing a permanent increase in demand. Just as ammunition 
manufacturers began to cope with that increase, a second run, 
based upon a downward-turning economy and rising fears of laws 
targeting gun and ammunition, dramatically expanded demand 
yet again. 
   Shortages of ammunition and firearms can be expected to 
continue for as long as it appears our overreaching federal 
government is a threat to our individual liberties, our economy 
continues to falter, and our police agencies keep militarizing. 
    It’s going to be a long ride. 
Stock up while you can!  

http://pajamasmedia.com/blog/nationwide-ammunition-
shortage-hits-us/ 
 

09-02-27   Man guilty of weapons charges 
A three-day trial in U.S. District Court in Portland ended 
this week in the conviction of a New York man who had 
others buy firearms in Lewiston and Portland for him. 
     Durrell Williams, 23, of Queens was found guilty on 
Feb. 25 of all 13 counts, including: 
 • Conspiracy to illegally deal in firearms. 
 • Aiding and abetting false statements in firearm 
transactions. 
 • Conspiracy to make false statements in firearm 
transactions. 
 • Possession of firearms by a prohibited person. 
 • Conspiracy to distribute crack cocaine. 
    At trial, evidence showed Williams transported crack 
cocaine from the Queens area and, along with others, sold 
it in Portland in 2005-06. Williams recruited so-called 
"straw purchasers" to buy firearms for him because he is a 
convicted felon prohibited from possessing a firearm. His 
buyers purchased firearms in Portland and Lewiston, and 
he took them back to New York, according to a statement 
from the U.S. Attorney's Office in Portland. 
    Several of the firearms he bought in Maine were later 
recovered by New York City police in 2006, the release 
said. 
    He faces a maximum sentence of life in prison and a 20-
year mandatory minimum sentence on the drug charge. He 
also faces a maximum sentence of 10 years in prison on 
the firearm charges. 

http://www.sunjournal.com/story/305394-
3/LewistonAuburn/Man_guilty_of_weapons_charges/# 
 

09-02-27   Police probe clears Scranton cop in gun 
incident, but details are withheld 
    An internal Scranton Police Department investigation 
has cleared a lieutenant who accidently shot himself while 
showing a gun to a supermarket owner, Police Chief David 
Elliott said Thursday. 
    An internal Scranton Police Department investigation 
has cleared a lieutenant who accidently shot himself while 
showing a gun to a supermarket owner, Police Chief David 
Elliott said Thursday. 
    Lt. Leonard Namiotka, a 16-year veteran, has returned to 
his job as head of the department’s crime prevention unit, 
but several questions remained unanswered about the Feb. 
8 shooting at Brunetti’s Shur-Save Super Market, 441 N. 
Main Ave. 
    “It’s an internal report. You’re not entitled to it,” said 
Public Safety Director Ray Hayes, who said the matter is 
closed. 
     Chief Elliott also refused to release the report or discuss 
the matter in detail. 
     “He didn’t do anything wrong,” said Chief Elliott. 
“There were no violations of policy or regulations.” 
      There is no way for the public to know that, however, 
because Chief Elliott and Mr. Hayes both declined to 
provide a copy of the department’s policy on when an 
officer — on or off duty — may draw a firearm in public. 
They also refused to discuss the policy in detail. 
     The policy doesn’t apply to this incident, Chief Elliott 
said, because Lt. Namiotka carried the weapon to the 
market in a box. The policy does not address transport of a 
weapon in a box, he said. 
     Chief Elliott’s description of how the gun was 
transported to the store is apparently at odds with the 
memory of supermarket owner John Brunetti, who was 
with Lt. Namiotka in a walk-in cooler when the .40-caliber 
pistol discharged. 
    “I don’t recall a box,” he said Thursday. “I don’t want to 
comment.” 
     Last week, Mr. Brunetti told a Times-Tribune reporter 
that Lt. Namiotka initiated a discussion that led to entering 
the cooler. Mr. Brunetti said he couldn’t remember 
whether he asked to see the gun. 
     “He tells me he has a gun on him and ends up showing 
it to me,” he said. “He was extremely careful, but it (the 
shooting) happened anyway.” 
      Lt. Namiotka has declined repeated requests for 
comment. Chief Elliott appointed Detective Capt. Al 
Leoncini to lead the investigation. Capt. Leoncini also 
declined comment. 
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      District Attorney Andy Jarbola said last week he would 
wait for the results of the internal investigation. 
    “I’m just going to review the report to see if it was an 
accident,” Mr. Jarbola said. “He took the magazine out and 
went to dislodge it. And his finger was still on the trigger 
and shot himself in the hand. Being careless with a gun 
under this set of circumstances is not a crime.” 
    Efforts to reach Mr. Jarbola were unsuccessful. 
     State police would investigate the matter only at the 
request of Chief Elliott, said Trooper Lt. Mark Lavelle. No 
request was made, he said. 
     City council President Bob McGoff and some other 
council members supported the decision to handle the 
investigation internally. 
     Councilwoman Judy Gatelli, however, said an 
independent investigation would have removed any 
speculation and suspicion. She also questioned Lt. 
Namiotka’s judgment in showing his gun. 
     “I don’t think they should take their guns out and show 
people. That’s just common sense,” she said. 
http://www.thetimes-
tribune.com/articles/2009/02/27/news/sc_times_trib.20090
227.a.pg3.tt27shooting_s1.2330622_top4.txt 
 

09-02-27   Guard to pull out of New Orleans after 3 1/2 
years 
     NEW ORLEANS – Three and a half years after 
Hurricane Katrina, the National Guard is pulling the last of 
its troops out of New Orleans this weekend, leaving behind 
a city still desperate and dangerous. Residents long 
distrustful of the city's police force are worried they will 
have to fend for themselves. "I don't know if crime will go 
up after these guys leave. But I know a lot more of us will 
be packing our own pieces now to make sure we're 
protected," said Calvin Stewart, owner of a restaurant and 
store. 
    New Orleans Police Superintendent Warren Riley said 
his rebuilt police department is up to the job of protecting 
the city. "I think we're ready to handle things," he said. 
     The National Guardsmen were welcomed as liberators 
when they arrived in force in a big convoy more than four 
days after Katrina struck New Orleans in August 2005 and 
plunged the city into anarchy. The force was eventually 
15,000 strong. 
    Their numbers dwindled as civil authority returned in 
the months after the storm. But then, after a surge of 
bloodshed, 360 troops were dispatched in June 2006 to 
help the depleted police department patrol the streets. In 
recent months, only a few dozen troops were still 
patrolling. 
     The Guard was used to protect the less populated 
sections of the city where Katrina's floodwaters left most 
houses uninhabitable. That included the woeful Ninth 

Ward, where renovated houses are outnumbered by moldy, 
boarded-up wrecks and weed-choked vacant lots. 
     In their camouflage uniforms and Humvees, the troops 
were often a welcome sight. 
"We don't have enough cops. It's not that they're bad, it's 
just that there's not enough of them. These guys are 
Johnny-on-the-spot when you need them," said 57-year-old 
Tom Hightower, who is still trying to get the mold out of 
his house. He added: "This is still a spooky place after 
dark." 
     The troops had full arrest powers but were required to 
call New Orleans police on serious matters. In their time 
on the streets, Guard troops were involved in only one 
shooting, and the district attorney ruled it justified. 
     The Guardsmen answered lots of calls involving 
domestic violence, reported to be up in New Orleans since 
the hurricane, and handled car wrecks, house and business 
alarms and other problems. 
    "One of the biggest things we did was keep those places 
safe so people could rebuild," said Sgt. Wayne Lewis, a 
New Orleans native who has been patrolling the streets 
since January 2007. "People would put the things to 
rebuild in their houses and thieves would come along and 
take them right out again. We stopped a lot of that." 
     New Orleans had 210 murders in 2007, making it the 
murder capital of America, with the highest per-capita rate 
in the country. That number dropped to 179 in 2008. 
    Nevertheless, "crime continues to be this community's 
No. 1 concern. Even with the lower numbers it is still 
unacceptably high," said Rafael Goyeneche, executive 
director of the Metropolitan Crime Commission. 
    Before the hurricane, the police force had more than 
1,600 officers. But its ranks were reduced after the storm 
by more than 30 percent because of desertions, dismissals, 
retirements and suicides. (New Orleans has only about 70 
percent of its pre-Katrina population of 455,000.) 
    The department has climbed back up to about 1,500 
officers, and hopes to add by the end of April more than 
two dozen Guardsmen who liked the work so much they 
signed on. 
   The Guard was supposed to leave on Jan. 1, but 
Louisiana lawmakers approved funding to keep 100 troops 
through February to give the police more time to recruit 
officers. With Louisiana facing a $341 million budget 
deficit, lawmakers were reluctant to keep the Guard in 
place any longer. 
      The Guard's departure, which will take place after the 
final patrol ends at 3 a.m. Sunday, will be low-key. There 
will be no convoy, no bands playing. The last few 
Guardsmen on the street will check in their vehicles and 
head home for good. 
      "I don't think the city is ready for us to leave," said Lt. 
Ronald Brown, who has been part of Task Force Gator 
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since April 2007. "I'd like to see us stay. I think we make a 
difference, but I guess it's a money thing." 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20090227/ap_on_re_us/katrina
_national_guard 
 

09-02-27   Tough on crime (in theory) 
CANADA   Will the federal Conservatives' new package 
of anti-gang measures make a difference on the street? It's 
hard to say. The implementation of criminal justice 
depends on a chain of trust including not only elected 
legislators, but judges, prosecutors and policemen.  
Governments can re-jig the Criminal Code to make it as 
"tough" as they like; their role is to set incentives. But if 
the other players in the drama don't play their parts in 
enforcing those incentives, the whole enterprise must 
inevitably come to grief. 
    Consider, for example, the provision that would make 
murders "connected to organized crime activity" first-
degree, ipso facto. (To qualify as first-degree, a murder 
ordinarily must fall into one or another statutorily defined 
aggravating categories -- such as a contract killing, the 
murder of a police officer, a killing committed during a 
rape, terrorism, etc.) Many will agree with the 
Conservatives' proposed expansion of the first-degree 
definition. But it represents another small blow to the 
original scheme of first-and second-degree murder, 
whereby the amount of premeditation was the deciding 
factor. In any case, since most gang hits are premeditated 
anyway, this is really just a way of making up for Crown 
prosecutors' increasing reluctance to proceed with first-
degree murder charges in cases where they seem obviously 
warranted. 
    How will the Crown respond? In some cases, we 
suspect, not by carrying out more first-degree 
prosecutions, but by bargaining down to manslaughter 
(defined as a culpable homicide that does not rise to the 
level of outright murder) even more often than they do 
now. Meanwhile, the tougher-minded prosecutors will be 
ransacking every file that crosses their desk for the 
slightest evidence of "gang activity," however meagre. 
    Needless to say, the stipulation about certain murders 
being "connected to organized crime activity" will itself 
open up fertile new fields for courtroom argument and 
appeal, and we can have no sure idea of the overall effects 
for many years -- just as it took American officials many 
years to realize that the 1970 Racketeer Influenced and 
Corrupt Organizations Act, a powerful law originally 
conceived to go after organized criminal gangs, could be 
applied against everyone from anti-abortion activists to 
insider traders. 
    We're also not sure what to make of new minimum 
sentences for intentional shootings involving "reckless 
disregard for the life or safety of others." One would hope 

that the courts will find that any discharge of a firearm 
against another person for purposes other than self-defence 
involves "reckless disregard for life." What's more likely is 
that they will decide that the proviso cannot possibly mean 
what it says in plain English, and will proceed to erect an 
unpredictable body of doctrine around it. 
    Other clauses just seem odd -- such as the one that 
amends the Criminal Code to "clarify that when courts 
impose sentences for certain offences against justice 
system participants, including peace officers, they must 
give primary consideration to the objectives of 
denunciation and deterrence." The natural question: Why 
not clarify that courts should put denunciation and 
deterrence first when dealing with crimes against any 
person, or for that matter, crimes against property? The 
answer is that the Conservatives could not possibly find 
Liberal or New Democrat support for such a rule. The left 
will make a show of embracing the idea of deterrence to 
protect cops, but not us poor bloody members of the 
public. 
   As for the tougher drug penalties Justice Minister Rob 
Nicholson is expected to roll out today, it will perhaps 
suffice to say that punishing drug trafficking more harshly 
as a means of wresting control of the drug trade away from 
organized crime makes about as much sense as drinking a 
dozen beers to improve your driving skills. Those penalties 
are precisely the reason that the drug trade is dominated by 
society's most sociopathic hard cases, social dropouts and 
self-proclaimed outlaws -- everyone else is smart enough 
to stay away from a business in which the costs (in the 
form of both violence and imprisonment) so vastly 
outweigh the financial benefits. When drug laws are tough, 
only the tough sell drugs. And when drug laws get tougher, 
drug salesmen have all the more reason to protect their 
stashes with deadly force. 
     Mostly, that deadly force gets applied against other 
drug dealers -- which is no great loss to society, but 
contributes to the widespread (and incorrect) impression 
that our cities aren't particularly safe for normal law-
abiding people. But every once in a while, a police officer 
goes down, notwithstanding the Criminal Code's special 
sanctions against killing police officers. Chalk it up as yet 
another toxic side-effect of our society's misguided war on 
drugs. 
http://www.nationalpost.com/story.html?id=1333538 
 

09-02-27   Ontario gang fighters 
CANADA    Officials celebrated the second anniversary of 
the province's $26-million operations centre for the guns 
and gangs task force yesterday. It has a dedicated staff of 
270, including police and Crown prosecutors, victim and 
witness support workers and probation and parole officers. 
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Melissa Leong offers five things you should know about 
the centre: 
   1 Media who were invited to a briefing yesterday and 
were expecting to visit a high-tech, underwater lair (think 
Dr. No), were disappointed. For security reasons, the 
centre's location remains a secret. Journalists instead were 
invited to the austere downtown offices of the Ministry of 
Community Safety and Correctional Services. 
   2 For security reasons, the names of Crown prosecutors 
who work at the centre are also a secret. Journalists could 
ask them questions but could take no photos or make 
recordings. That makes two of the five things you should 
know on this list, that you can't know. 
    3 As a consolation, reporters were invited to check out a 
ballistics laboratory. Inside a small office with family 
photos on a corkboard and worn paperback thrillers on a 
shelf, three young women sat at their desks "testing the 
cycling of the firearms." They loaded a Beretta, a Glock 
and a Dan Wesson revolver with a 10-inch barrel that 
looks like one of those guns that fires a flag with the word 
'Bang!' 
    4 A forensic technologist explained how they can use a 
large microscope to link a firearm to a crime, comparing a 
bullet retrieved from the crime scene to another bullet shot 
from the gun in a test fire. Bullets fired from the same gun 
will have the same striations, or linear marks. Rick 
Bartolucci, Minister of Community Safety and 
Correctional Services, took his time peering into the 
microscope. 
   5 Work at the centre has resulted in 11 major guns and 
gangs investigations and prosecutions, involving more than 
450 arrests and more than 3,500 charges laid. Chris 
Bentley, Attorney-General, explained what he believes 
would help the fight against guns and gangs: speeding up 
mega trials, instituting a national handgun ban and adding 
a drug prosecutor. And possibly other things we can't tell 
you. 
http://www.nationalpost.com/news/canada/toronto/story.ht
ml?id=1333671 
 

09-02-27   Obama’s USA Service Website Hosts Gun 
“Buy Back” Event  
   The usaservice.org website was originally set in place to 
facilitate Obama’s “call to service” on the national Martin 
Luther King Day of Service, a federally mandated 
“holiday” cooked up by Congress and Bill Clinton in 1994. 
“Individuals, businesses, non-profits, and churches from 
Baptist to Mormon to Scientologist are employing the site 
to publicize events and recruit volunteers,” writes Mark 
Bergin for World, a Christian magazine. “In many ways, 
such online organizing and activity is a picture of 
compassionate conservatism: privately initiated and funded 
opportunities to render social services.”  

     As it turns out, usaservice.org is being used as a 
platform for activity that is anything but the picture of 
compassionate conservatism. In the “Health & Public 
Safety” section of the website, there is a post for a gun 
“buy back” event that was presumably held in Chicago on 
Sunday, February 15. Bryan Garcia, host of the event, 
offered to pay $1,500 per gun and $6,000 for four guns. 
“We will prevent hundreds of people being shot from gang 
violence and other forms of gun violence,” writes Garcia. 
“The money given these anonymous gun donors has to be 
high, high enough to outweigh the need for gun owners.”  
     Illinois has some of the most restrictive firearm laws in 
the country. In order to possess or purchase firearms or 
ammunition, Illinois residents must have a Firearm 
Owner’s Identification card, which is issued by the state 
police. In Chicago, it is required that all firearms be 
registered with the local police department. Handguns are 
strictly outlawed and in Cook County so-called “assault 
weapons” and magazines that can hold more than ten 
rounds of ammunition are banned. 
Earlier gun “buy back” programs in Chicago resulted in a 
record number of residents turning in guns for far less 
money. Reportedly 6,705 weapons were turned in for a “no 
questions asked” program in 2007. In 2008, Mayor Daley 
told Chicagoans that having a gun in their homes is “like 
having gasoline sitting in your home, sitting there, and 
you’re lighting a wick every night and you’re wondering 
whether or not it’s going to go off, and it goes off like that 
in your hand.” Daley’s irrational propaganda campaign 
resulted in the collection of 6,000 guns.  
    It is safe to say the gun buy back event posted on 
Obama’s USA Service was vetted by the moderators of the 
site. It is no secret that Obama and his supporters are 
militantly opposed to gun ownership and the Second 
Amendment.  
      “As a general principle, I believe that the Constitution 
confers an individual right to bear arms,” Obama said 
during the election campaign. “But just because you have 
an individual right does not mean that the state or local 
government can’t constrain the exercise of that right,” an 
obvious reference to Chicago’s anti-gun legislation. In 
1996, when Obama was running for the Illinois state 
Senate, he supported a ban on the manufacture, sale and 
possession of handguns, a ban on “assault weapons” (that 
is to say all semi-automatic weapons), and mandatory 
waiting periods and background checks.  
       Earlier this week, Obama’s attorney general, Eric 
Holder, said “there are just a few gun-related changes” the 
Obama administration wants to make, including a 
reinstitution of a ban on the sale of assault weapons. 
Holder insisted restricting the Second Amendment would 
“have a positive impact in Mexico,” where drug cartel 
violence has taken a high toll. In 1994, president Clinton 
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signed a law outlawing so-called assault weapons with a 
clause requiring congressional reauthorization after ten 
years. Congress allowed the legislation to expire in 2004.  
    During his confirmation hearings, Holder said he favors 
outlawing certain kinds of firearms and ammunition.  
   “Last week, over 50 Democratic lawmakers sent a letter 
to President Obama urging him to enforce a ban on 
importing assault weapons, citing rising gun violence in 
Mexico,” CBS News reports. “The Sinaloa Cartel, which 
Holder was discussing at yesterday’s press conference, is 
involved in drug and weapons trafficking in the U.S. and 
Mexico.”  
    Obama has pledged to make the assault weapons ban 
permanent and promised to push for childproofing guns. 
He said he wanted to close the gun show loophole, which 
permits sales of firearms at gun shows without requiring a 
background check. 
     Many Americans know the election of Obama and 
Democrat domination of Congress will translate into more 
restrictive gun laws. After the election, firearm dealers 
reported sharply higher sales. According to FBI figures for 
the week of November 3 to 9, the bureau received more 
than 374,000 requests for background checks on gun 
purchasers, a nearly 49 percent increase over the same 
period in 2007, CNN reported. Many stores ran out of 
models deemed to be “assault weapons,” including the AR-
15 rifle.  
    USA Service’s posting of a gun “buy back” event is yet 
another indication that Obama and his supporters will 
continue their assault against the idea of gun ownership 
and the Second Amendment. If Obama, AG Holder, and 
the Democrat dominated Congress have their way, the 
entire country will resemble Chicago, where handguns are 
illegal and other firearms are strictly regulated.  
      In the book “Lethal Laws,” published by Jews for the 
Preservation of Firearm Ownership, we learn that 
authoritarian governments invariably disarmed their 
citizens. “The recipe for accomplishing this goal went as 
follows: demonizing of guns, registration, then banning 
and confiscation, and finally total civilian disarmament. 
Enslavement of the people then followed with limited 
resistance, as was the case in Nazi Germany, the Soviet 
Union, Red China, Cuba and other totalitarian regimes of 
the 20th century,” writes Miguel A. Faria Jr.  
       The demonizing phase of this process is already in 
effect, as demonstrated by Bryan Garcia’s post on the 
usaservice.org website. Garcia assumes that the mere 
possession of firearms will result in murder and mayhem. 
Obama, Holder, and the Democrats are now pushing for 
the registration and banning of firearms. Confiscation and 
total disarmament will soon follow. 
http://www.infowars.com/obamas-usa-service-website-
hosts-gun-buy-back-event/ 

 

09-02-27   Garry Breitkreuz: $2 billion worth of police 
will save more lives than one gun registry 
    When the national long-gun registry was introduced 14 
years ago, I believed it would help keep Canadians safe. 
    After many years of research, consultation and more 
than 600 access-to-information requests as a Member of 
Parliament, I now know that nothing could be further from 
the truth. The gun registry has not saved one life in 
Canada, and it has been a financial sinkhole, estimated to 
have cost some $2-billion. Imagine how many more police 
we could have on the streets if we had invested more 
wisely. 
    I believe the time has come to stop throwing good 
money after bad, so I introduced Bill C-301, an act to 
amend the Criminal Code and the Firearms Act 
(registration of firearms) on Feb. 9, 2009. We need to 
dismantle the wasteful, futile registry and abandon the 
notion that this political pacifier is working. But most 
importantly, we need to stop placing onerous regulations 
on duck hunters and sport shooters who are not part of 
Canada’s criminal element. 
   Bill C-301 will scrap the long-gun registry, improve 
efficiency and reduce costs without having any negative 
impact on public safety. The bill introduces a number of 
amendments to streamline the Firearms Act. These 
changes will improve efficiency and enhance Canada’s 
public safety objectives, while still providing our police 
with all the information they need for effective law 
enforcement. Gun owners are still required to have a 
licence, which requires safety training and criminal 
background checks. 
The Auditor-General has already blown the whistle on the 
gun registry. My bill proposes to ask for regular 
independent cost-benefit analyses on all aspects of the 
firearms program every five years. This amendment would 
effectively implement an evidence-based gun control 
regime in Canada. Firearms measures deemed cost-
effective would be retained and those that were not would 
be subject to parliamentary review. The regular reviews 
could furnish hard evidence that would help Parliament 
create cost-effective crime control measures. At last, 
Canada’s decision-makers could formulate policy based 
upon real evidence. 
    Ironically, the gun registry is absolutely useless in 
helping locate the 255,000 people who have been 
prohibited from owning firearms by the courts. My bill 
would start the long-overdue process of making public 
safety the priority of our country’s gun-control laws. Many 
Canadians have come to realize that the long-gun registry 
is merely a bureaucratic exercise designed to lay a piece of 
paper beside every gun in the country. That piece of paper 
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has no effect on the criminal and does nothing to prevent 
the misuse of a firearm. 
    This is a non-partisan issue and I hope Bill C-301 will 
be supported by all federal parties. There are MPs in all 
parties who firmly believe hunters, farmers and sport 
shooters have been forced to comply with an onerous and 
costly registration process that makes no sense. All MPs 
representing constituents who enjoy Canadian heritage 
activities are welcome to support the bill and pass it into 
law. I hope all parties will allow their members to vote 
according to their conscience, because freedom and 
fairness is a non-partisan pursuit. In the meantime, I would 
encourage all hunters, sport shooters and fiscally 
responsible Canadians to let your MP know that you want 
this bill passed. 
  Let’s all help Parliament switch its focus to opposing the 
bad guys. 
National Post: 
http://network.nationalpost.com/np/blogs/fullcomment/arc
hive/2009/02/27/garry-breitkreuz-2-billion-worth-of-
police-will-save-more-lives-than-one-gun-registry.aspx 
 

09-02-26  Obama administration guns for assault-
weapons ban 
   The Obama administration’s announcement that it will 
push to reinstate the assault -weapons ban has stunned 
Capitol Hill and revived a debate that has been dormant for 
years. 
     Congress’s leading supporter of the assault-weapons 
ban reacted with surprise and praise after Attorney General 
Eric Holder indicated the administration will push to 
renew the ban that expired in 2004. 
      “I was thrilled by it,” said Rep. Carolyn McCarthy (D-
N.Y.), whose 1996 run for Congress was fueled by outrage 
that her congressman tried to repeal the ban. “We’ll 
continue to work with him. The president realizes this is 
real.” 
    But Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.), who controls the 
House agenda, indicated she has little interest in fighting 
for more gun control. The Speaker gave a flat “no” when 
asked if she had talked to administration officials about the 
ban. 
     “On that score, I think we need to enforce the laws we 
have right now,” Pelosi said at her weekly news 
conference. “I think it's clear the Bush administration 
didn’t do that.” 
     Outside of the dig at the recent Republican president, 
that phrase is the stock line of those who don’t want to 
pass new gun control laws, such as the National Rifle 
Association (NRA). 
    Asked about the assault-weapon regulations during a 
press conference in Phoenix on combating drug cartels in 
Mexico, Holder said, "Well, as President Obama indicated 

during the campaign, there are just a few gun-related 
changes that we would like to make, and among them 
would be to reinstitute the ban on the sale of assault 
weapons. I think that will have a positive impact in Mexico 
at a minimum." 
     Pressed on whether the administration has a timetable 
and if Congress would tackle the issue in 2009, Holder 
responded, "Well, it’s something, as I said, that the 
president talked about during the campaign. There are 
obviously a number of things that are — that have been 
taking up a substantial amount of his time, and so I’m not 
sure exactly what the sequencing will be. It is something, 
however, that we still think would be an appropriate thing 
to do."  
    The NRA, which staunchly opposes the ban, is one of 
the most powerful and effective lobbying organization in 
Washington. And it came out swinging after Holder's 
comments.  
     “We’re going to fight the ban. We’re going to score the 
vote,” said Chris W. Cox, the NRA’s chief lobbyist. 
“President Obama spent tens of millions of dollars 
campaigning as a pro-Second Amendment candidate. So 
maybe he thinks he has enough political capital to do this. 
But I’m sure there are some Democrats at the White House 
and Capitol Hill who are cringing right now.” 
     One of those cringing was Rep. Gene Green, a 
conservative Democrat from Texas. He agreed that his 
fellow centrists from Southern and Western states won’t 
like to hear that the administration is pushing gun control. 
     "With all the problems the country is facing, that's 
something I don't think they should be focusing on right 
now,” Green said. 
   “Scoring” a vote means that the NRA will use the vote to 
determine its rating of each lawmaker. Such ratings 
influence where the NRA gives money, and many NRA 
members use it to determine their vote. Members from 
rural and conservative districts often prize their “A-
ratings” from the NRA. 
    Rep. Jim Matheson (D-Utah), a member of a new task 
force on gun rights, issued a release saying he disagreed 
"with President Obama's announcement [on Thursday] that 
called for a renewal of the assault weapons ban."  
“It looks as though with this announcement we’ve been 
handed our first big fight,” said Matheson. 
     McCarthy, whose husband was killed and son paralyzed 
in the 1993 Long Island Railroad shooting, said she hopes 
she can win Pelosi’s support to bring up the ban. 
     “I understand why she is doing that,” McCarthy said. 
“I’m hoping President Obama can convince her 
otherwise.” 
     The White House declined to comment on Holder’s 
remarks, referring calls to the Department of Justice (DoJ). 
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A department spokesman did not immediately comment for 
this article. 
    A Democratic leadership aide said Senate Majority 
Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) — a supporter of gun rights 
— will not be commenting because Holder was answering 
a question and not announcing a new DoJ initiative.  
   Democrats in recent years have shied away from pushing 
gun control. President Clinton pushed hard for some 
restrictions after the Columbine High School massacre in 
1999, but many Democrats believe that Al Gore lost key 
states in his 2000 presidential bid – including his home 
state of Tennessee – because of his stance on guns. 
    President George W. Bush endorsed the renewal of the 
assault -weapons ban but did not call on Congress five 
years ago — then controlled by the GOP — to extend it. 
     Democrats’ grip on Congress rests with a large number 
of Democrats from conservative districts where the NRA is 
strong and gun control is unpopular. Republicans have 
repeatedly sought to force those conservative Democrats to 
take tough votes on gun issues. 
     House Democratic leaders have generally tried to help 
those conservative Democrats avoid such votes. 
     Gun control advocates had been waiting to see what the 
Obama administration was going to do on the gun front. 
But they had expected him to focus on repealing 
appropriations riders that limit data collection on gun 
purchases, and requiring background checks on gun 
purchases, often referred to as “closing the gun-show 
loophole.” 
     Obama’s position on guns has not been in line with the 
NRA's, but he has not always pleased gun control 
advocates, either. During the campaign, he said he 
considered gun ownership to be an individual right, rather 
than a collective right that belongs to state militias. When 
the Supreme Court upheld the concept of an individual 
right, it tossed out the District of Columbia’s gun ban. 
http://thehill.com/leading-the-news/obama-administration-
revives-assault-weapons-debate-2009-02-26.html 
 

09-02-26  Pa. officer's gun found in public restroom 
  WILLIAMSPORT, Pa. — Pennsylvania State Police are 
investigating whether any laws were violated when a city 
police officer's gun was found in a public restroom. 
   Montoursville Police Chief Dan Strailey said Thursday 
that the gun was found Feb. 10 in the women's room of a 
department store in his borough. He says a customer 
alerted store management, who in turn called police. 
   Strailey says the gun belonged to a patrolman in the 
Williamsport police, who reportedly lent it to a female 
acquaintance who had a permit to carry a gun. Since the 
Williamsport officer has a brother who works for the 
borough of Montoursville, the investigation was turned 
over to state police. 

   The state trooper assigned to the case says the 
investigation is continuing. 
http://www.centredaily.com/news/state/story/1142550.htm
l 
 

09-02-26  The book burning will continue ‘till public 
safety improves!  
    Religious, social, and political conflict since the middle 
ages thru today has resulted in periodic episodes of “book 
burning” to settle cultural scores or wipe out traces of 
civilization. Civilized people reject book burning.   
     And while burning books, protected by the First 
Amendment, is not acceptable by civil society in the 
United States today, unfortunately the same cannot be said 
for guns, protected by the Second Amendment. 
    Case in point – Delegate Kristen Amundson (D – 
Alexandria) who ranted on February 15, 2009 about 
Delegate Mark Cole’s “gawdawful” bill to require 
localities conducting so called “gun buybacks” (AKA 
voluntary gun confiscation) to re-sell the guns to federally 
licensed firearm dealers. 
      Amundson is upset with the bill because instead of the 
“gun actually being, say, melted down, we require the 
police department to sell the guns back to licensed 
dealers."  Or in other words, give the guns a good home. 
     Just like the book burners before her, Delegate 
Amundson knows what she is doing by supporting 
voluntary gun confiscation – she is at war with an idea she 
finds dangerous and revolting, and that is the idea that the 
second Amendment protects the people’s right to own and 
carry guns. Gun melting, like book burning, is aimed at 
stigmatizing guns and make them appear like contraband 
as opposed to Constitutionally protected personal property.  
     Delegate Cole’s bill is a great idea. Localities can still 
buy guns from the public, but must merely sell them to 
dealers who will repair then sell them via background 
checks. This bill should be introduced in every state.  
http://www.examiner.com/x-2782-DC-Gun-Rights-
Examiner~y2009m2d26-The-book-burning-will-continue-
till-public-safety-improves 
 

09-02-25  Felon admits to possession of gun 
      CHARLESTON, W.Va. -- Milford Hubert Gordon, 32, 
of Boone County pleaded guilty in federal court to being a 
felon in possession of a firearm.  
     According to the U.S. Attorney's Office, Gordon 
obtained a handgun in April 2007, took the gun to his 
house and fired it into the air three times during an 
argument with his wife.  
    At the time, Gordon had been convicted in Boone 
Circuit Court of assault during the commission of a felony 
and fleeing from an officer in a vehicle resulting in injury 
to the officer. Both were felony convictions.  
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    People convicted of a felony are prohibited from having 
a firearm. 
Gordon, who was in Judge John T. Copenhaver Jr.'s 
courtroom Tuesday, will be sentenced May 21 and faces 
up to 10 years in prison and a $250,000 fine.  
http://www.dailymail.com/policebrfs/200902240682 
 

09-02-25   TSA, Port Authority Officers Swarm South 
Hills "T" Station 
   PITTSBURGH -- Federal agents and Port Authority 
police officers swarmed a “T” station during the morning 
rush on Wednesday.  
    Authorities were not responding to a threat. It was all an 
exercise in security.  
Dozens of officers and some bomb-sniffing dogs 
descended on the South Hills Village “T” station.  
     Some travelers were asked for identification and some 
were told to open their bags for inspection.  
     Several passengers arriving for the train welcomed the 
extra security checks.  
"Today I feel safer. I feel good, because they are here to 
safeguard me,” said Kanak Duraisamy.  
    "I think sometimes people act differently when they see 
the uniforms standing around in a location they are not 
used to seeing such law enforcement,” said Port Authority 
Chief of Police Stephen McCauley.  
    Nothing unusual was found during Wednesday’s 
random checks. Passengers should expect more of them in 
the future.  
     Federal TSA agents said these drills help them get 
familiar with the rail system and practice working together 
with Port Authority officers. 
http://www.wpxi.com/news/18795143/detail.html 
 

09-02-25 Boren to help lead new task force on gun 
rights  
    WASHINGTON -- U.S. Rep. Dan Boren, a board 
member of the National Rifle Association, announced 
Wednesday he will serve as co-chairman of a new task 
force on gun rights. 
     "I am afraid we could witness a significant tilt to the 
left on gun issues in the current climate in Washington and 
that has me greatly concerned,” the Oklahoma Democrat 
said. 
    "I believe members of the Second Amendment Task 
Force will serve a critical role in preventing overreaching 
by those who would seek to enact anti-gun policies.” 
    Rep. Paul Broun of Georgia will be the group's 
Republican co-chairman. 
     Boren said the task force will be charged with 
monitoring legislation regarding the Second Amendment 
during the 111th Congress. 
    He said it will act as a unified and proactive force to 

promote legislation that protects the Second Amendment 
and to fight legislation that poses a threat to citizens’ 
constitutional right to keep and bear arms.  
    “As a member of the National Board of Directors of the 
National Rifle Association and co-chair of the 
Congressional Sportsmen Caucus, I am proud to co-chair 
this task force with Congressman Broun and to take a 
leadership role on these important issues on behalf of my 
fellow Oklahoma gun-owners,” said Boren. 
    Other members of the task force were chosen, he said, 
after a thorough review was conducted of their voting 
records on Second Amendment issues, and working in 
close consultation with gun rights groups such as the NRA 
and Gun Owners of America  
     Boren described the carefully selected group of 
lawmakers as “true believers” in the constitutional right for 
Americans to bear arms 
    Other Democrats chosen for the group include Reps. 
Jason Altmire of Pennsylvania, Travis Childers of 
Mississippi, Brad Ellsworth of Indiana, Jim Matheson of 
Utah and Mike McIntyre of North Carolina. 
    Other Republicans include Reps. Rob Bishop of Utah, 
John Boozman of Arkansas, Steve King of Iowa and Steve 
Scalise of Louisiana. 
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&artic
leid=20090225_11_0_WASHIN825829&allcom=1 

 

09-02-25  Stun-Gun Armed Attackers Strike At 
Squirrel Hill Store Again 
    PITTSBURGH -- Two people armed with a stun gun 
robbed a Squirrel Hill convenience store for the second 
time in two weeks.  
    Pittsburgh police said the clerk at the Select Minimart 
on Forward Avenue was punched and stunned with a stun 
gun. 
    Police said a different clerk was attacked in the same 
manner on Wednesday, as seen in surveillance video.  
    Investigators are searching for two people.  

09-02-18  Squirrel Hill Store Clerk Punched, Shot With 
Stun Gun 
Police: 16-Year-Old Assailant Steals Money From 
Register 
    PITTSBURGH -- An assailant punched and fired a stun 
gun on a convenience store clerk Wednesday during a 
robbery in Pittsburgh's Squirrel Hill neighborhood.  
    Police said the assailant took all the money from the 
register at the Select Mini Mart on Forward Avenue and 
ran away.  
      According to police, the assailant is a 16-year-old who 
was last seen wearing a brown jacket and black tassel cap. 
http://www.thepittsburghchannel.com/news/18789685/deta
il.html 
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09-02-25  Obama to Seek New Assault Weapons Ban 
Previous Ban Expired in 2004 During the Bush 
Administration 
      The Obama administration will seek to reinstate the 
assault weapons ban that expired in 2004 during the Bush 
administration, Attorney General Eric Holder said today.  
     "As President Obama indicated during the campaign, 
there are just a few gun-related changes that we would like 
to make, and among them would be to reinstitute the ban 
on the sale of assault weapons," Holder told reporters.  
     Holder said that putting the ban back in place would not 
only be a positive move by the United States, it would help 
cut down on the flow of guns going across the border into 
Mexico, which is struggling with heavy violence among 
drug cartels along the border.  
     "I think that will have a positive impact in Mexico, at a 
minimum." Holder said at a news conference on the arrest 
of more than 700 people in a drug enforcement crackdown 
on Mexican drug cartels operating in the U.S.  
      Mexican government officials have complained that 
the availability of sophisticated guns from the United 
States have emboldened drug traffickers to fight over 
access routes into the U.S.  
     A State Department travel warning issued Feb. 20, 
2009, reflected government concerns about the violence.  
    "Some recent Mexican army and police confrontations 
with drug cartels have resembled small-unit combat, with 
cartels employing automatic weapons and grenades," the 
warning said. "Large firefights have taken place in many 
towns and cities across Mexico, but most recently in 
northern Mexico, including Tijuana, Chihuahua City and 
Ciudad Juarez."  
     At the news conference today, Holder described his 
discussions with his Mexican counterpart about the recent 
spike in violence.  
    "I met yesterday with Attorney General Medina Mora of 
Mexico, and we discussed the unprecedented levels of 
violence his country is facing because of their enforcement 
efforts," he said.  
    Holder declined to offer any time frame for the 
reimplementation of the assault weapons ban, however.  
     "It's something, as I said, that the president talked about 
during the campaign," he said. "There are obviously a 
number of things that are -- that have been taking up a 
substantial amount of his time, and so, I'm not sure exactly 
what the sequencing will be."  
     In a brief interview with ABC News, Wayne LaPierre, 
president of the National Rifle Association, said, "I think 
there are a lot of Democrats on Capitol Hill cringing at 
Eric Holder's comments right now."  
     During his confirmation hearing, Holder told the Senate 
Judiciary Committee about other gun control measures the 
Obama administration may consider.  

     "I think closing the gun show loophole, the banning of 
cop-killer bullets and I also think that making the assault 
weapons ban permanent, would be something that would 
be permitted under Heller," Holder said, referring to the 
Supreme Court ruling in Washington, D.C. v. Heller, 
which asserted the Second Amendment as an individual's 
right to own a weapon.  
    The Assault Weapons Ban signed into law by President 
Clinton in 1994 banned 19 types of semi-automatic 
military-style guns and ammunition clips with more than 
10 rounds.  
     "A semi-automatic is a quintessential self-defense 
firearm owned by American citizens in this country," 
LaPierre said. "I think it is clearly covered under Heller 
and it's clearly, I think, protected by the Constitution."  
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/Story?id=6960824&page=
1 
 

09-02-24   Begich Co-Sponsors Bill to Carry Concealed 
Weapons Across State Lines 
   In an effort to secure the rights of individuals to lawfully 
carry concealed firearms across state lines, Sen. Mark 
Begich is co-sponsoring the Respecting States Rights and 
Concealed Carry Reciprocity Act. 
    Currently, Sen. Begich is the only Democrat of the 19 
senators co-sponsoring the legislation that allows an 
individual to lawfully carry a concealed firearm across 
state lines if they have a valid permit or, if under their state 
of residence, they are allowed to do so. 
     "This bill will allow Alaskans who are able to carry a 
concealed weapon legally in our state, to do so when they 
travel to other states that have a system of concealed carry 
laws," Sen. Begich said. "The Second Amendment is of 
utmost importance to Alaskans, and this is just one step in 
my ongoing commitment to protect our right to bear arms." 
      The Respecting States Rights and Concealed Carry 
Reciprocity Act does not mandate the right to carry 
concealed weapons in states that do not allow the practice. 
It basically grants a reciprocity agreement allowing 
Alaskans who can legally carry at home to do so in states 
with conceal carry laws. 
    If anyone is prohibited by federal law from carrying a 
firearm they will continue to be prohibited under this bill. 
Individuals must also follow state laws concerning specific 
locations where firearms may not be carried such as in 
court houses and schools. 
    Sen. Begich is a lifetime member of the National Rifle 
Association (NRA) and received an "A" rating from the 
organization during his recent campaign for the U.S. 
Senate. He also holds a concealed carry permit in Alaska. 
http://alaskareport.com/news19/x61981_weapons_begich.h
tm 
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09-02-24   Swiss soldiers face loss of right to store guns 
at home 
 CNN) -- Switzerland's part-time soldiers could lose their 
famous right to store their weapons at home. 
     A coalition led by the country's Social Democrat party 
and the Greens has collected nearly 120,000 signatures to 
force a national referendum on whether the weapons 
should be stored at military bases. 
     The coalition of 74 groups says the weapons are 
involved in too many suicides and murders in the country 
and tighter controls are needed. 
    Switzerland's armed forces consist of just a few 
thousand permanent full-time staff, with the rest 
essentially a militia. 
    Service in the militia is compulsory for men aged 
between 19 and 31 and in between call-ups they store their 
weapons at home. There are currently around 220,000 
conscripts. 
     However, a 2007 law change banned the storage of 
ammunition in homes. The coalition is looking to extend 
this, control the purchase of military weapons and set up a 
national gun register. 
     Green lawmaker Josef Lang said more than 1.5 million 
unused weapons were kept in Swiss homes. 
      Lang said their presence "at the heart" of the 
population could not be justified. 
    He said a national register had to be created to keep 
track of the weapons, something police had long been 
seeking. 
     Lang said the weapons had to be "banished" from 
homes. 
      Barbara Weil, of the Swiss Medical Association, said it 
had been scientifically proven that if the guns were less 
freely available the number of suicides would drop. 
     The studies had also shown that other methods of 
suicide did not increase in countries who had brought in 
stricter gun controls. 
    The coalition estimates that 300 deaths annually are 
connected to gun use.  
http://edition.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/europe/02/24/switze
rland.gun.army.referendum/ 
 

09-02-24   So. Fla. Sun-Sentinel: Slams Hysterics Over 
Gun Banning While Advocating Gun Banning 
     Seriously, do the kindly folks at the South Florida Sun-
Sentinel's editorial board even know what the definition of 
the word logic is? Their headline read, "Hysteria fuels 
sales of guns and ammo [1]," the Sun-Sentinel takes 
Floridians to task for being so stupid as to be afraid of 
Obama's gun banning plans, claiming that Obama "didn't 
do it." But, even after telling readers no one wants to ban 
guns, the piece ends with the Sun-Sentinel editorial board 
advocating for the banning of guns! So the message is, no 

one wants a gun ban but we should ban guns? This is the 
sort of logical disconnect that fuels the very "hysteria" that 
the paper is claiming to want to dispel. 
    And this ridiculous about face isn't the only illogical 
idea or uninformed claim the piece makes, either. Just 
about every word in this piece proves that the editorial 
board of the Sun-Sentinel is wholly uninformed about the 
Constitution and the technical aspects of firearms, not to 
mention being uninformed about the various gun banning 
bills floating about Congress and the several states at this 
very moment. 
     The piece begins sarcastically telling South Floridians 
to "get a grip. Not on their weapons, but on their senses," 
because of the run on purchases of ammo and guns that has 
swept the country since Obama's election. 
     First, there was the big run on guns, both locally and 
nationally, when it was feared the Obama administration 
would quickly enact tougher gun legislation that would 
make it difficult to own guns. 
     Didn't happen. And doesn't figure to happen, 
particularly since the Supreme Court has reinforced the 
right of an individual to bear arms. 
     What does the Sun-Sentinal mean when they say that 
Obama's gun ban "didn't happen"? Is the Sun-Sentinel 
saying that because Obama didn't get around to addressing 
guns in these first 35 days of his term in office that it is a 
foregone conclusion that he won't do so? Are they 
seriously trying to claim that because four whole weeks 
have passed without the Obama administration's first 
moves on the subject then we can all rest assured that he 
will NEVER make such a move? What an absurd premise. 
Obama has also not moved on actually closing 
Guantanamo Bay (despite his toothless Executive Order) 
nor has he made a move on the payoff to Big Labor with 
the Employee Free Choice Act. Are we to assume that he 
will never address these issues since he didn't do it in the 
first 35 days of his presidency? 
     Come on, Sun-Sentinel, are you really that foolish? Or 
is it that you think the readers are really that stupid? 
Then we get this illogical paragraph: 
     One firearms shop manager in Davie told the Sun 
Sentinel he received a shipment of five 1,000-round boxes 
of .223 caliber rifle cartridges, and sold all five boxes in 
one day. At $450 a box. During a recession. A Delray 
Beach shop manager said customers were buying rounds 
for AR-15s and AK-47s in large quantities, and said "the 
rumor mill's going nuts." 
      Did the Sun-Sentinel use incorrect words on purpose to 
make its story sound more dramatic? First of all a "1,000-
round box" is not a box, but a crate that holds 50 boxes of 
ammunition. A box of .223 caliber cartridges only contains 
20 rounds [2]. Secondly, the story makes it sound as if a 
single customer pad "$450 a box," but that is the cost of 
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the entire crate of cartridges, not the cost of the individual 
boxes of cartridges (the cost is closer to $25 for a box of 
20 rounds). More likely, customers bought several boxes 
apiece, none of them spending the "$450" that the entire 
crate costs as cited by the story. 
      The Sun-Sentinel then uses it faulty accounting of 
ammo sold to make a wild conclusion: 
As for who is buying the ammo, a Pompano Beach dealer 
said, "Everybody. Your normal Joe is now buying four, 
five boxes..."  
      Which means that in South Florida, the "normal Joe" 
who lives next-door might be filling up a spare room with 
ammo for an AR-15. Hardly a calming thought. 
   So that "normal Joe" who is, according to the Sun-
Sentinel, "filling up a spare room with ammo," did so with 
"four or five boxes" of ammo? So, a guy that just bought 
five boxes of ammo containing 120 rounds -- a haul that 
takes up about a 20 inch square space -- is "filling" a room 
with ammo? Those must be some awfully small rooms!! 
Or, as is actually the case, the Sun-Sentinel is taking leave 
of facts and indulging in hysteria. 
     The Sun-Sentinel also seems to think that the .223 
round is exclusively for "military-style assault weapons." 
But apparently the Sun-Sentinel is unaware that this is a 
common round for small rifles used for "varmint" hunting 
and target practice. In fact, it is one of the most popular 
calibers in the entire country [3], hardly just for military 
purposes.  
   Now this idiotic example of uninformed blather begins 
by scoffing at anyone worried that banning guns is in the 
offing. It says that citizens rushing to gun stores to buy 
guns and ammo are stupidly falling prey to "hysteria." No 
one wants to ban guns, the reader is sternly scolded. And 
then the Sun-Sentinel ends its piece with this: 
   Semi-automatic weapons should be banned, because the 
"normal Joe" simply doesn't need one, for protection or 
anything else. But the ban has expired, and having more 
guns and ammo on the streets simply makes South Florida 
a more dangerous place, for cops and regular citizens alike. 
     It's time for the hysteria to stop. 

  BOTTOM LINE: No need for this craziness. 
     Now isn't that a head spinner? The piece begins by 
pointing out the stupidity of fears about gun bans, yet it 
ends advocating for a gun ban? 
    So, um... doesn't the end nullify the beginning? Doesn't 
the advocacy for banning guns substantiate the fears and 
"hysteria" that the piece was supposed to be dampening? 
      On top of all of this, we see the Sun-Sentinel using the 
gun banner's biggest lie by pretending that the word "semi-
automatic" is a meaningful way to separate what are 
ostensibly "normal" guns (i.e. guns for hunting, target 
practice and protection purposes) from "military arms." 
The truth is, however, that the words "semi-automatic" do 

not describe the purpose of a gun. There are all sorts of 
guns that are semi-automatic that have no military 
application whatever. It would be like claiming that cars 
with automatic transmissions should be banned because 
the military uses the automatic transmission in some of its 
vehicles. 
     Sadly, it seems the anti-Constitutional left has 
succeeded in making those uniformed about the reality of 
guns duly frightened by misusing words where guns are 
concerned. 
Additionally, it is simply a statistical untruth that access to 
legal guns and ammunition automatically makes a 
community a "more dangerous place, for cops and regular 
citizens alike." There is no place in this country where a 
wild upswing in violence has been seen when guns become 
widely legal and more freely available to the citizenry. 
     But, even the bland assurances of the Sun-Sentinel is 
not nearly enough to dissuade worry about the march of 
gun banners everywhere. Currently there is the "Blair 
Holt" bill (H.R. 45 [4]) sitting ready to be addressed in the 
House of Representatives. This bill is a sweeping gun bill 
that goes far in restrictions on gun ownership. And as to 
Obama, there is ample evidence of his warm feelings for 
gun banners. Aside from Obama's entire anti-Second 
Amendment legislative history, there is his latest pick of 
Gil Kerlikowske [5] as the next so-called drug czar. 
Kerlikowske is a long-time foe of Second Amendments 
rights. Then, back in Obama's home town Chicago, there is 
Illinois State Representative Kenneth Dunkin that wants to 
create an expensive new form of indemnity insurance [6] 
that gun owners will be forced to purchase to be "allowed" 
to exercise their Second Amendment rights. Examples like 
this criss-cross the country, so its not easy to agree with 
the Sun-Sentinel that gun banners are non-existent. 
     No, what he have here is a newspaper editorial board 
that is at the same time woefully uninformed of the facts 
about guns, yet seem to imagine that its strong opinion is 
one worth heeding nonetheless. The Sun-Sentinel's anti-
gun hysteria is, indeed, some "craziness" that should stop.  
http://newsbusters.org/blogs/warner-todd-huston/2009/02/24/so-fla-sun-
sentinel-slams-hysterics-over-gun-banning-while-advoc 

 

09-02-24   Professor Called Police After Student 
Presentation 
   Conn. For CCSU student John Wahlberg, a class 
presentation on campus violence turned into a 
confrontation with the campus police due to a complaint 
by the professor. 
    On October 3, 2008, Wahlberg and two other classmates 
prepared to give an oral presentation for a Communication 
140 class that was required to discuss a “relevant issue in 
the media”. Wahlberg and his group chose to discuss 
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school violence due to recent events such as the Virginia 
Tech shootings that occurred in 2007. 
    Shortly after his professor, Paula Anderson, filed a 
complaint with the CCSU Police against her student. 
During the presentation Wahlberg made the point that if 
students were permitted to conceal carry guns on campus, 
the violence could have been stopped earlier in many of 
these cases. He also touched on the controversial idea of 
free gun zones on college campuses. 
   That night at work, Wahlberg received a message stating 
that the campus police “requested his presence”. Upon 
entering the police station, the officers began to list off 
firearms that were registered under his name, and 
questioned him about where he kept them. 
    They told Wahlberg that they had received a complaint 
from his professor that his presentation was making 
students feel “scared and uncomfortable”. 
    “I was a bit nervous when I walked into the police 
station,” Wahlberg said, “but I felt a general sense of 
disbelief once the officer actually began to list the firearms 
registered in my name. I was never worried however, 
because as a law-abiding gun owner, I have a thorough 
understanding of state gun laws as well as unwavering 
safety practices.” 
Professor Anderson refused to comment directly on the 
situation and deferred further comment. 
   “It is also my responsibility as a teacher to protect the 
well being of our students, and the campus community at 
all times,” she wrote in a statement submitted to The 
Recorder. “As such, when deemed necessary because of 
any perceived risks, I seek guidance and consultation from 
the Chair of my Department, the Dean and any relevant 
University officials.” 
   Wahlberg believes that her complaint was filed without 
good reason. 
  “I don’t think that Professor Anderson was justified in 
calling the CCSU police over a clearly nonthreatening 
matter. Although the topic of discussion may have made a 
few individuals uncomfortable, there was no need to label 
me as a threat,” Wahlberg said in response. “The actions of 
Professor Anderson made me so uncomfortable, that I 
didn’t attend several classes. The only appropriate action 
taken by the Professor was to excuse my absences.” 
   The university police were unavailable for comment. 
   “If you can’t talk about the Second Amendment, what 
happened to the First Amendment?” asked Sara Adler, 
president of the Riflery and Marksmanship club on 
campus. “After all, a university campus is a place for the 
free and open exchange of ideas.” 
http://therecorderonline.net/2009/02/24/professor-called-
police-after-student-presentation/ 
 

09-02-24   Cops: Man kills neighbor, holes up in his 
house 
    Authorities had their hands full in Northeast 
Philadelphia last night after a man bludgeoned his 71-year-
old neighbor to death and then barricaded himself in his 
house, police said. 
       Adding to the drama, police said, the killer was a 
mentally ill man who may have booby-trapped his house 
with trip wires and explosives. 
    About 7:40 p.m. police were called to Anchor Street 
near Saul for a report of an assault, said police Chief 
Inspector Scott Small. 
     They discovered that the elderly man had been savagely 
beaten in his own home. The victim, whom police did not 
identify, was taken to Frankford Hospital-Frankford, where 
he died of his injuries, Small said. 
      The man had been slain by his next-door neighbor, 
whom he knew well, Small said. 
The neighbor, a 44-year-old man whom police did not 
identify, used "a pole, a shovel, a chair and his bare hands" 
to kill the man, Small said. 
    Investigators said it was unclear what triggered the 
violent attack. 
Neighbors were in a state of disbelief as they watched 
police helicopters hover overhead while officers at the 
scene kept onlookers from getting close to the property. 
    Small said police had tried various ways to make contact 
with the barricaded man, including placing a speaker 
phone next to a window. 
    SWAT-team, bomb-squad and Homeland Security 
officers were still camped outside the younger man's home 
late last night trying to convince him to surrender. 
They had plenty reason to be cautious. 
     "He has a history of some mental problems," Small 
said. "He is a known drug addict who has guns registered 
to him and is known to carry. 
     "Also, neighbors said they believe his house is booby-
trapped with trip wires and explosives. He might also have 
holes carved out in the floors. He's a really, really 
dangerous guy." * 
http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/20090224_Cops__
Man_kills_neighbor__holes_up_in_his_house.html 

 

09-02-24   Supreme Court upholds ban on gun 
possession 
The Supreme Court today upheld a broad federal gun 
control law which strips gun rights from the many 
thousands of people who have been convicted of any 
domestic-violence crime. 
    In a 7-2 decision, the justices said the federal ban on gun 
possession was intended to keep "firearms out of the hands 
of domestic abusers," said Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. 
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     The law covers not only those who have felony 
convictions, she said, but also misdemeanors involving an 
assault or beating against a former or current spouse or a 
live-in partner, as well as a child, a parent or others who 
live together in the home. 
      "Firearms and domestic strife are a potentially deadly 
combination nationwide," Ginsburg wrote. 
      She cited a report from the National Institute of Justice 
which found that about 1.3 million women and 835,000 
men are physically assaulted by a spouse or partner each 
year. Many more such offenses are never reported, the 
report found. 
    In today's decision, the court settled a linguistic dispute 
over how to read the law. Since 1968, federal law has 
prohibited felons from having a firearm. That ban was 
extended in 1996 to cover a "misdemeanor crime of 
domestic violence." 
    Some judges read this narrowly to mean the law did not 
apply to those who were charged with assaulting or 
physically threatening someone with whom they had once 
lived. These judges said the law applied only to those who 
were convicted or who plead guilty to a "domestic 
violence" crime. 
     Some states have laws against "domestic violence" and 
charge offenders under it. Other states and prosecutors 
routinely charge offenders with assault or battery. 
   In an earlier ruling, United States vs. Hayes, the court 
said the gun ban applies to all such offenses, so long as it 
can be shown there was a domestic relationship between 
the offender and victim. 
     The ruling reinstates an illegal gun possession charge 
against Randy Hayes, a West Virginia man who was found 
to have three guns in 2004. He also had on his record a 
1994 misdemeanor for battery against a woman who "was 
cohabiting with him." 
    Hayes had argued that the federal gun-control law did 
not apply because he had been convicted of "generic 
battery," not a "domestic violence" law. The U.S. 4th 
Circuit Court of Appeals in Richmond, Va., agreed, 
limiting the reach of the law. 
    Bush administration lawyers appealed to the Supreme 
Court, which reinstated the broad view of the federal law 
today. 
    The case did not involve the Second Amendment and 
the constitutional right to "keep and bear arms." Last year, 
the court in a 5-4 decision said Americans have a right to 
have a gun for self-defense, but its opinion reaffirmed the 
validity of laws that keep guns out of the hands of 
criminals. 
     Chief Justice John G. Roberts and Justice Antonin 
Scalia dissented in the West Virginia case, but they 
focused tightly on the words of the law to conclude it was 
limited to "domestic violence" crimes only. 

http://www.mcall.com/news/local/all-gun-control-law-
upheld-022409-cn,0,2881431.story 
 

09-02-24   Wave of drug violence is creeping into 
Arizona from Mexico, officials say 
   PHOENIX: The raging drug war among cartels in 
Mexico and their push to expand operations in the United 
States has led to a wave of kidnappings, shootings and 
home invasions in Arizona, state and federal officials said 
at a legislative hearing on Monday. 
   The drug trade has long brought violence to the state, 
which serves as a hub as illicit drugs and illegal 
immigrants are smuggled to the rest of the nation. 
    Over all, in this city and surrounding Maricopa County, 
homicides and violent crime decreased last year. But the 
authorities are sounding an alarm over what they consider 
changing tactics in border-related crime that bear the 
marks of the violence in Mexico. 
    A home invasion here last year was carried out by 
attackers wielding military-style rifles and dressed in 
uniforms similar to a Phoenix police tactical unit. The 
discovery of grenades and other military-style weaponry 
bound for Mexico is becoming more routine, as is hostage-
taking and kidnapping for ransom, law enforcement 
officials said. 
The Phoenix police regularly receive reports involving a 
border-related kidnapping or hostage-taking in a home. 
   The Maricopa County attorney's office said such cases 
rose to 241 last year from 48 in 2004, though investigators 
are not sure of the true number because they believe many 
crimes go unreported. 
    The violence in Mexico — where more than 6,000 
people were killed in the last year in drug-related violence, 
double the number of the previous year — is "reaching 
into Arizona, and that is what is really alarming local and 
state law enforcement," said Commander Dan Allen of the 
State Department of Public Safety. 
    "We are finding home invasion and attacks involving 
people impersonating law enforcement officers," Allen 
told the State Senate Judiciary Committee, whose 
chairman, Jonathan Paton of the Tucson area, called the 
hearing. "They are very forceful and aggressive. They are 
heavily armed, and they threaten, assail, bind and 
sometimes kill victims." 
   Chief David Denlinger of the State Department of Public 
Safety said that while tactics like home invasions might 
not be new in the drug trade, "they are getting more 
prevalent." 
   "Border crimes are not just on the border," Denlinger 
said, pointing to posters showing weapons, drugs and 
people who had been held hostage. 
   The hearing comes at a time of heightened anxiety in the 
United States brought on by the escalating violence in 
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Mexico and a federal report in December that said the 
Mexican cartels "maintain drug distribution networks or 
supply drugs to distributors in at least 230 U.S. cities." 
    The report from the National Drug Intelligence Center 
said the cartels posed "the greatest drug trafficking threat 
to the United States; they control most of the U.S. drug 
market and have established varied transportation routes, 
advanced communications capabilities and strong 
affiliations with gangs in the United States." 
    The violence in Mexico has come from a government 
crackdown on the cartels and a war among them over turf 
and trading routes to the United States. 
    Still, federal authorities have said there is no sign that 
the pattern of beheadings and mutilations of victims and 
the regular killings of law enforcement officers that 
characterize the violence in Mexico has arrived in the 
United States. 
   In some cases, the connection to the cartels in American 
cities are tenuous or not fully understood, law enforcement 
officials have said. 
    But in this border state, the anxiety is acute and the ties 
to drug and human smuggling strong. 
   The police and federal agents regularly seize large loads 
of cocaine, marijuana and other drugs smuggled in 
vehicles and sometimes on the backs of couriers and illegal 
immigrants linked to drug organizations. 
   At the same time, the vast majority of the weapons used 
in Mexico's drug-related killings come from the United 
States, and Arizona is a top exporter. 
   Terry Goddard, the Arizona attorney general, said his 
office had sought to clamp down on money wire transfers 
through the state that were believed to help finance the 
smuggling of drugs and people. 
   "They send us drugs and people, and we send them guns 
and cash," Paton said in an interview. 
   Paton, a Republican who favors gun rights, said he was 
considering the possibility of introducing legislation 
intended to restrict "straw purchasers," people who buy 
guns with legal documentation at shops and gun shows and 
then turn them over to drug traffickers. 
   Federal laws prohibit such purchases, but Paton said he 
believed that adding state sanctions would provide more 
muscle in fighting the practice. 
   Paton said there were already bills pending in the 
Legislature focusing on border crime. Prompted by the 
discovery of a rash of so-called drophouses in and around 
Phoenix, where migrants have been held against their will, 
one bill would increase penalties for those caught 
smuggling people. 
http://www.iht.com/articles/2009/02/24/america/24border.
php 
 

09-02-24   N.J. Senate defeats handgun-control bill 

    TRENTON - A bill that would limit gun buyers to one 
handgun purchase every 30 days fell one vote short of final 
legislative approval yesterday when it could not muster 
enough support in the state Senate.  
      The plan's sponsors said limiting the handgun 
purchases that can be made at one time would fight "straw 
buys" in which a person with a clean record acquires many 
guns and passes them to criminals. Opponents argued that 
New Jersey already had tough gun laws, and that 
additional burdens would only restrict the rights of law-
abiding citizens.  
     The plan had won approval in the Assembly, and Gov. 
Corzine has said he would sign it if it reached his desk.  
      But the plan received only 20 of the 21 "yes" votes 
yesterday needed for approval. Every Democrat supported 
the plan except for Senate Majority Leader Stephen 
Sweeney and State Sen. Fred Madden, both of Gloucester 
County, and State Sen. Jeff Van Drew (D., Cape May). 
Every Republican voted no, except for State Sens. Phil 
Haines (R., Burlington) and Jennifer Beck (R., 
Monmouth), who abstained. - Jonathan Tamari  
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/local/20090224_N_J__
Senate_defeats_handgun-control_bill.html 
 

09-02-23  Homicide suspect in county lockup 
    The man accused of shooting three people, killing two 
of them, outside a Washington   bar a week ago is now in 
Washington County Jail.  
   Phillip Adrian Whitlock Jr., 26, was jailed just before 
noon Sunday after being released from an undisclosed 
Pittsburgh hospital. He was arrested Friday by Washington 
police in the shooting death of Troy Lamont "Deuce" 
Saunders. He now faces an additional count of homicide 
after another of the victims, 24-year-old Marquis Taylor, 
died late Friday afternoon at UPMC Presbyterian hospital, 
Pittsburgh. Police indicated he had been shot six times. An 
autopsy on Taylor was done Saturday.  
    Washington police Chief James R. Blyth said Sunday 
that investigators will work today to amend the complaint 
to include the additional homicide charge.  
    Whitlock was arraigned Friday on his bed at 
Canonsburg General Hospital, where he appeared the night 
before for treatment of what sources said was a gunshot 
wound.  
   In addition to the homicide charges, Whitlock also is 
charged with aggravated assault and attempted homicide 
for allegedly shooting 23-year-old Lindsay Jolly. Jolly was 
released from Presbyterian last week after receiving 
treatment for a gunshot wound to the leg.  
    Police do not have a motive for the shooting early Feb. 
16 in the parking lot of Cabaret West, 716 W. Chestnut St., 
but did say that Saunders and Whitlock had a history.  
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   All four people involved in the shooting had been inside 
Cabaret West prior to the shootings but were not together. 
Jolly told police that she left the bar at the same time as 
Saunders and Taylor. They were outside when Whitlock 
allegedly fired multiple shots at them.  
   The bar was shut down Wednesday after District 
Attorney Steven Toprani received a preliminary injunction 
declaring it a nuisance. A hearing on the injunction is set 
for this morning in Washington County Court.  
Whitlock has been arrested by police in Washington 
County numerous times for crimes ranging from 
aggravated assault to firearms violations and resisting 
arrest. Several assault charges were dismissed by the 
district judge hearing the case or in Washington County 
Court.  
   In 2003, he was sentenced to jail after pleading guilty to 
resisting arrest and fleeing from police in connection with 
an incident in South Strabane Township. A year later, he 
was fined $100 for a summary offense of disorderly 
conduct after lying on an application to purchase a gun. A 
charge of unsworn falsification was dropped.  
    District Judge Jay Weller did not set bond for Whitlock 
at the arraignment. A preliminary hearing set for 
Wednesday in Central Court likely will be continued until 
witnesses are capable of testifying. 
http://www.observer-reporter.com/OR/Story/02-
23whitlock-returns 
 

09-02-23  Citizens to get guns to battle militants 
    ISLAMABAD, Pakistan | Authorities in a Pakistani 
border province plan to arm villagers with 30,000 rifles 
and set up an elite police unit to protect a region 
increasingly besieged by Taliban and al Qaeda militants, 
an official said Sunday.  
     Stiffer action in the North West Frontier Province could 
help offset American concern that a peace deal being 
negotiated in the Swat valley, a Taliban stronghold in the 
province, could create a haven for Islamist insurgents only 
100 miles from the Pakistani capital.  
    Village militias backed by the United States have been 
credited with reducing violence in Iraq. Washington is 
paying for a similar initiative in Afghanistan.  
     The United States is already spending millions of 
dollars to train and equip Pakistani forces in the rugged 
region near the Afghan border, but there was no sign that it 
was involved in the militia plan. A U.S. Embassy 
spokesman could not be reached for comment.  
     Pakistani Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi said Saturday that he will try to "remove the 
apprehensions of the world community" about the Swat 
deal when he meets U.S. officials in Washington this 
week, state-run media reported.  

    But it was unclear whether Sunday's announcement had 
the backing of national leaders or the powerful army — or 
whether handing out more guns in an already heavily 
armed society was wise.  
    Mahmood Shah, a former head of security for Pakistan's 
tribal regions, said arming civilians could trigger civil war 
in the northwest, where tribal and political tension is at 
fever pitch.  
     Mr. Shah said authorities should focus on bolstering 
existing security forces.  
"This is Pakistan, not Iraq or Afghanistan. There is 
complete anarchy in Iraq and    Afghanistan, and that is not 
the case here," he said. "It is not going to help."  
     Haider Khan Hoti, chief minister of the provincial 
government, said authorities would distribute the guns only 
among "peaceful groups and individuals" so they could 
help police to guard their villages.  
     Officials would consult with local police chiefs before 
handing out the arms and would take them back if they 
were not used against "terrorists and troublemakers," Mr. 
Hoti's office said in a written statement.  
    Mr. Hoti said the guns had been seized from "terrorists 
and anti-state elements." He said the province would meet 
the $40 million bill for the elite provincial police unit of 
2,500 officers.  
     "The purpose of setting up this force is to combat 
terrorism and extremism effectively," he said.  
      The militia plan raises doubts about the coherence of 
Pakistani efforts to counter Taliban groups that have seized 
growing pockets of the northwest, forged links with al 
Qaeda and carried out a blur of suicide bombings.  
      Pakistani officials have encouraged residents to 
establish militias in the semiautonomous tribal areas along 
the province's border with Afghanistan.  
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2009/feb/23/citize
ns-to-get-guns-to-battle-militants/ 
 

09-02-22   Gun running 
Local law enforcement needs a regional crime lab and 
more resources, Webb County Sheriff Martin Cuellar told 
U.S. Sen. John Cornyn during a closed-door briefing 
Saturday. 
    "We're kind of running behind in DNA and ballistics 
tests because we're on a waiting list and at the mercy of 
other crime labs in the area," Cuellar said. 
    "We have to go to San Antonio, where we have a six- to 
eight-month waiting period." 
    With a regional crime lab serving Webb, Zapata and Jim 
Hogg counties, the District Attorney's Office could 
prosecute cases in a more timely manner, he said. 
    The hour-long briefing included Laredo Police 
Department and federal law enforcement agencies. 
    It focused mainly on gun smuggling. 
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    Cornyn didn't mention the crime lab when he spoke with 
reporters after the briefing, but he pledged to "do 
everything in (his) power" to help get necessary resources 
to the border. 
     "The drug cartels are unfortunately very well-armed 
frequently with weapons that come from the U.S.," said 
Cornyn, the top Republican on the Judiciary Committee's 
Immigration, Refugees and Border Security Subcommittee. 
    The senator said federal prosecutors in Laredo have 
good ideas about changing laws to make it easier to 
prosecute "straw purchasers," who legally buy weapons at 
a gun show but turn around and sell them to drug cartels. 
    Cornyn said that while U.S. citizens have the right to 
own guns, the nation has to respect Mexico laws and 
prevent weapons from getting into the hands of the drug 
cartels. 
    "It's a fight that (the Mexican government) must win, 
and we must help them in every way possible that we can," 
he said. 
    "We have to continue and redouble our efforts at the 
state, local and federal level to try and do everything we 
can to help (Mexico President Felipe Calderón) fight this 
threat." 
    This means paying attention to southbound traffic, not 
just those going north, Cornyn said, as CBP field 
operations officers behind him inspected Mexico-bound 
traffic by using the mobile X-ray van, which scans a 
vehicle's contents. 
   "We have to do it in cooperation with Mexico," he said. 
   "It's a human resource issue and a money issue and being 
able to afford the equipment." 
    The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives reports that more than 7,700 guns sold in the 
United States were traced back to Mexico in 2008. 
    That's more than double the number the agency reported 
in 2007 and almost triple from 2006. 
   For their part, Mexican authorities report that 90 percent 
of smuggled weapons come from the United States. 
   Saturday afternoon's briefing at the Lincoln-Juarez 
Bridge also gave agency heads in Laredo an opportunity to 
explain challenges and problems they are facing with their 
respective departments. 
   In addition to the Webb County Sheriff's Department and 
Laredo Police, the briefing included members of the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives; 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection field operations; U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement; and Border Patrol. 
   "He was very attentive and understood the urgency of 
helping us as much as he can," said Investigator Jose E. 
Baeza, police spokesman. 
   "(Cornyn) said he would do whatever he could to get us 
necessary funding for resources and other different things. 
  "It was a very productive meeting." 

    Laredo Mayor Raul Salinas, City Manager Carlos 
Villarreal, District Attorney Isidro "Chilo" Alaniz and 
Mexican Consul Miguel Angel Isidro attended Saturday's 
briefing as well. 
    "When it comes to public safety, all of us here have to 
be at the front lines to protect the American people and 
protect all citizens on both sides of the border," Salinas 
said. 
   "That's our responsibility because we care. We care 
about our neighbors." 
http://www.lmtonline.com/articles/2009/02/22/news/doc49
a124f48f6aa990976601.txt 
 

09-02-22   Clayton Cramer: Obama told Idahoans he 
wouldn't take away their guns. He lied. 
     Remember back in February 2008 when President 
Obama came to Boise and spoke at a big rally? He made a 
big point of saying, "I won't take away your guns," because 
those nasty, dishonest Republicans were saying that 
Obama was going to do that. 
       It sure didn't take long for Obama to reveal his 
intentions. The afternoon of the inauguration, the White 
House Web site's Urban Policy page admitted that he is 
indeed going to try and do exactly that. "Obama and Biden 
also favor commonsense measures that respect the Second 
Amendment rights of gun owners, while keeping guns 
away from children and from criminals. They support 
closing the gun show loophole and making guns in this 
country childproof. They also support making the expired 
federal Assault Weapons Ban permanent." 
       I will give Obama the benefit of the doubt about 
whether closing the "gun show loophole" violates the 
Second Amendment. (There really isn't any "gun show 
loophole" - gun dealers have to do the same paperwork at a 
gun show as they do at their shop; this is really the private 
party sale loophole.). There are ways to fix this that aren't 
necessarily a violation of our rights. 
      It is impossible to make guns "childproof" without 
making them adultproof. So far, I have seen no technology 
that works well enough to do one without doing the other. 
That's why many of the proposed laws requiring 
"childproof" gun technology exempt guns sold to police 
departments. Police department guns have to work 
reliably; civilians defending themselves from criminals, 
obviously, don't need reliable guns, because criminals will 
stop their attack when they realize that you are having a 
malfunction. 
      The assault weapons ban, however, is clearly an 
attempt to take away guns. It is not an attempt to keep guns 
out of the hands of criminals; convicted felons can't legally 
possess a gun or ammunition. It is an attempt to disarm 
law-abiding adults of the one category of firearm most 
clearly protected by the Second Amendment - those that 
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would be suitable for overthrowing a tyrannical 
government. (Those Democrats who were ranting and 
raving last year about how President Bush was going to 
call off the 2008 elections and make himself dictator might 
want to ask what you would have done in that situation. 
Would you have written angry letters to the White House?) 
    So far, it appears that President Obama misled the hard 
left wing of the Democratic Party about where he was 
going to go on foreign policy - at least, judging by his 
picks for Secretary of State, and Secretary of Defense. But 
he did more than mislead Idahoans when he said, "I won't 
take away your guns." He lied to us. 
     Clayton E. Cramer is a historian in Horseshoe Bend 
whose work was cited in D.C. v. Heller (2008), striking 
down D.C.'s gun control ban earlier this year. 
http://www.idahostatesman.com/ReadersOpinion/story/675
677.html 
 

09-02-22   Sportsmen are an economic force 
Talk about big bucks and most sportsmen think hunting a 
whitetail or mule deer with a trophy rack. 
      But big bucks know no season to outdoor retailers — 
and hunters and anglers have plenty of opportunities to 
create lots of bang at winter and spring trade shows and 
banquets. 
    Upcoming events include the 62nd Omaha Boat Sports 
and Travel Show at Qwest Center Omaha and Bass Pro 
Shops Spring Fishing Classic in Council Bluffs this week. 
    The Omaha show opens Thursday and runs through 
Sunday. It attracts tens of thousands of people who troll 
past displays of fishing tackle, North American hunting 
and fishing destinations, resorts, lodges and camps, 
camping equipment, hunting gear and boats and marine 
equipment. 
    The Bass Pro Shops event begins Friday and continues 
through March 15. Visitors will find new fishing products, 
live demonstrations, boat shows and events for kids and 
families. About 150,000 people are expected to attend the 
17-day event at Bass Pro Shops, said Jim Goff, store 
manager. 
    "Some of these same people will spend money at other 
area merchants for hotels, gas, restaurants and other 
retailers — all part of the ripple effect sportsmen help 
bring to an area," he said. 
    The Congressional Sportsman's Foundation says that if 
the $76 billion sportsmen spend nationally on hunting and 
fishing were the gross domestic product of a country, 
sportsmen would rank 57th out of 181 countries. 
   In many states, sportsmen spend more money, support 
more jobs and pay more taxes than most industries and 
attractions in the state, the report said. 
    In Iowa, annual spending by 518,000 hunters and 
anglers ($661 million) is more than the cash receipts from 

dairy products and hay — two of the state's top agricultural 
commodities ($645 million). Sportsmen support more jobs 
(12,000) in Iowa than Principal Life Insurance (10,000), 
one of the state's largest employers. 
    In Nebraska, annual spending by 234,000 hunters and 
anglers ($470 million) is more than the cash receipts from 
wheat and dairy products ($405 million), the foundation 
said. There are nearly as many Nebraska sportsmen as 
residents of Lincoln, estimated population 241,000. 
   Clearly, the economic impact of sportsmen is a force to 
be reckoned with, Goff said. 
http://www.omaha.com/index.php?u_page=1000&u_sid=1
0570185 
 

09-02-22   Montana loading another shot for state's 
rights with proposal to eliminate background checks 
    HELENA - Montana lawmakers are betting the words 
‘Made in Montana’ might be able to trigger a court 
showdown with the federal government, while also freeing 
some gun owners and dealers from background checks and 
licensing requirements. 
     Under a proposed law before the Legislature, firearms, 
weapons components and ammunition made in Montana 
and kept in Montana would be exempt from federal 
regulation, potentially releasing some Montanans from 
national gun registration and licensing laws. The 
legislation could also free gun purchasers in the state from 
background checks. 
    Still, the bill’s proponents say the measure has much 
bigger prey in its sights. 
“Firearms are inextricably linked to the history and culture 
of Montana, and I’d like to support that,” said Republican 
Rep. Joel Boniek, the bill’s sponsor. “But I want to point 
out that the issue here is not about firearms. It’s about state 
rights.” 
     Gun rights and state’s rights both play well in Montana. 
The state’s leading gun rights organization boasts it has 
moved 50 bills through the Legislature in half as many 
years. And bills bucking federal control over wolf 
management, marijuana and wetland protection are also 
being considered. Unlike these others, though, the ‘Made 
in Montana’ measure has been intentionally drafted to 
draw the feds into court. 
     “The primary purpose is to set up a legal challenge, but 
also to say we have a lot of really good people in Montana 
who do the right thing,” said Gary Marbut of the Montana 
Shooting Sports Association. 
        Montana gun manufacturers, known for specialty 
rifles that mirror models used in the 1800s to settle the 
West, are welcoming the bid for independence. The House 
has endorsed it with a 64-36 vote, and the Republican-
controlled Senate could pass it easily. 
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    State police associations, though, are watching this 
latest effort to thwart federal regulation with quiet concern. 
While they are not opposing the measure n a risky political 
stance in a gun-loving, big-sky, open-space kind of place n 
they are wondering just when the authorities the bill spurns 
might take a stand. 
     “I think the local elected officials I work for would 
certainly like to hear from the federal agency with 
responsibility in this area,” said Jim Smith, director of the 
Montana Sheriffs and Peace Officers Association. 
     The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives has not offered a position on the bill and did 
not return calls for comment. 
     “The bill clearly raises constitutional issues,” said 
Kevin O’Brien of the state attorney general’s office. “I 
think that’s something that both proponents and opponents 
can agree on.” 
     The measure would require the office to file a one-time 
declaratory judgment representing the new law on behalf 
of a Montana manufacturer. 
    At issue in any such court case would be federal 
authority over interstate commerce, the legal basis for gun 
regulation in the United States. Through the Constitution, 
Congress has authority to regulate commerce with foreign 
nations, and among the states. 
      The U.S. Supreme Court has handled past efforts to 
bypass what’s known as the Commerce Clause, most 
recently in 2005 when the court upheld federal authority to 
regulate marijuana in California, even if its use is limited 
to noncommercial purposes n such as medical reasons n 
and it is grown and used within a state’s borders. 
     Montana’s current bid for sovereignty over guns, 
however, could fare better with the added firepower of 
being linked to a constitutionally protected right to keep 
and bear firearms, say its proponents. 
    “It’s only done because the firearms are a stronger case 
than, say, making doilies,” Boniek said. “Knitting is not a 
constitutionally protected right.” 
     However, Randy Barnett, the lawyer and constitutional 
scholar who represented the plaintiff in the California case, 
said gun rights may not have much bearing on the bill’s 
constitutional mettle. More important, he said, may be the 
“Made in Montana’ stamp n and stay in Montana guideline 
n that lawmakers are proposing for the state’s firearms. 
     In the Gonzalez v. Raich case argued by Barnett, the 
court said that because marijuana produced within and 
outside of California are essentially indistinguishable, the 
government must regulate both to enforce national drug 
laws. Montana, though, could potentially argue that its 
guns are sufficiently unique and segregated as to lie 
outside of overarching federal regulatory schemes, Barnett 
said. 

     The actual economic impact of the bill, pitched in part 
as a stimulus, is uncertain. The number of firearms made 
here lock, stock and barrel are limited, as are the number 
of Montanans available to buy them. For example, the 
gunmaker Shilo Sharps Rifles in Big Timber estimates that 
of the 800 or so custom guns it builds in a year, only 
between 20 and 30 are sold to state residents. 
    But the proponents say no matter n unregulate it, and 
they will come. 
“We tend to break trail here in Montana,” Marbut said. 
http://www.missoulian.com/articles/2009/02/22/bnews/br5
2.txt 
 

09-02-21  Oregon’s campus gun rule may get court test 
     The Oregon Firearms Federation says it is ready to go 
to court in support of Jeffrey L. Maxwell, the Marine 
Corps veteran from Lebanon tossed out of Western Oregon 
University for violating campus rules by carrying a two-
shot derringer in his pocket. 
      If it comes to lawsuits and court decisions, the case 
could test whether state colleges have the right to prohibit 
holders of concealed handgun licenses from carrying a 
weapon for self defense. 
     The policy is in apparent conflict with state law, which 
says license holders can carry firearms in public buildings 
except courtrooms and federal property. 
      All the campuses including Oregon State University 
bar students and visitors from carrying firearms and other 
weapons except for sanctioned events. The campus rules 
say a concealed handgun license makes no difference. 
     Maxwell, 30, has appealed his suspension, which he 
said keeps him from going to school until the start of the 
next academic year in the fall. 
     Maxwell served six years in the Marines and has a 
concealed handgun license from Linn County. He says he 
carries the small pistol for protection. 
     On Jan. 28 Maxwell was doing homework in the 
Werner Center on the Monmouth campus when he was 
questioned and arrested for having the loaded derringer in 
his pocket. He also had a 5-inch folding knife on him and 
an unloaded rifle in his parked pickup. 
     A university panel suspended him on Feb. 10. He filed 
an appeal with the university and got his pistol back from 
the police on Feb. 13. 
     On Saturday, Kevin Starrett of the Oregon Firearms 
Federation said it has provided all of Maxwell’s legal help 
and will continue to do so. 
      “We assume the university will reject his appeal,” 
Starrett said in an e-mail. “We will then fund his lawsuit 
against them. 
      “Our position is that he has already been harmed and 
we have grounds to sue now in federal court.” 
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     The Portland Oregonian reported Saturday that George 
Pernsteiner, chancellor of higher education, had asked the 
university system’s legal counsel to check with Oregon 
Attorney General John Kroger on what to do next. 
     If the school does readmit Maxwell, Starrett said it 
would change how the group approaches any lawsuit. 
      “But that is unlikely,” he added. 
http://www.gazettetimes.com/articles/2009/02/22/news/co
mmunity/1aaa04_gunrule.txt 
 

09-02-20  Man sought in illegal purchases, sales of 
firearms 
   Authorities are hunting for a Mesa man believed to be 
part of a gun-purchasing ring of East Valley men accused 
of selling firearms to a violent Mexican drug cartel. Many 
in the ring were arrested during raids in December on 
residences throughout Mesa and Gilbert. 
    Michael Lawrence Moreno, 23, was last seen in 
December and is wanted by the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives on suspicion of federal 
firearms violations, according to Thomas Mangan, 
spokesman for the ATF. 
   Mangan told the Tribune on Friday that 112 firearms 
were confiscated during the raids, and the men are accused 
of being involved in a "lying and buying," which are 
known as straw purchasers for buying guns for people not 
eligible to buy them, Mangan said. 
   Of the 10 men arrested on suspicion of federal firearms 
violations, seven were from Mesa, one was from Gilbert, 
one from Tempe and one from Douglas, according to 
Mangan. They all were charged on federal firearms 
violations on Feb. 11 after a federal grand jury handed 
down a 68-count indictment, according to the U.S. 
Attorney's Office. 
   The men have been released from custody, but are on 
home arrest under intensive supervision and are required to 
wear electronic monitoring devices, Mangan said. 
    Jesus Madrena of Mesa, who was facing federal 
firearms violations charges, already was jailed in a 
Maricopa County jail on unrelated charges, according to 
Mangan.  
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/story/135750 
 

09-02-20  Two charged for murder attempt in 
Duquesne attack 
   PITTSBURGH -- A second man charged in a shooting 
that wounded five Duquesne University basketball players 
turned himself in Wednesday, police said. 
     William Holmes, 18, of the Pittsburgh suburb of Penn 
Hills, was to be arraigned later Wednesday on charges of 
attempted homicide, aggravated assault, criminal 
conspiracy and weapons-related offenses. 

    Holmes is the third person arrested in Sunday's shooting 
after a dance at the private, Roman Catholic university. 
Two of the wounded players remained hospitalized, with 
one critically injured. 
    The other man charged in the shooting, Brandon Baynes 
was arraigned on five counts of criminal attempt at 
homicide on Tuesday. Prosecutors also filed charges of 
aggravated assault, criminal conspiracy and weapons 
counts against Baynes, 19, who was still in custody after 
being arrested Tuesday. 
     Holmes and Baynes are not Duquesne students. 
   Attorney Giuseppe G.C. Rosselli, whose firm represents 
Holmes, said the shooting was "just a bad situation every 
way around." 
    "When it's all said and done, our client will be found not 
guilty," he said. 
The team was encouraged that junior forward Sam 
Ashaolu, the most severely injured player, appeared to be 
gaining strength. 
     Ashaolu, 23, remained in critical condition with one 
bullet and fragments of another in his head. He has 
squeezed teammates' hands during their frequent hospital 
visits, and he seemed to respond to their words of 
encouragement. 
    Stuard Baldonado, a junior forward shot in the back and 
left arm, had a bullet removed from a patch of muscle in 
his back. He could be released within days. 
    Brittany Jones, accused of helping get some young men 
with guns into the party, was arrested Monday on charges 
of reckless endangerment, carrying a firearm without a 
license and criminal conspiracy. She was arraigned and 
posted $2,000 bond Tuesday morning, leaving the 
Allegheny County Jail out of the view of TV cameras.  
    On Wednesday, Duquesne announced she had been 
suspended for multiple violations of the student code.  
     According to the criminal complaint against Baynes, a 
witness at the dance reported hearing an argument and saw 
two men firing guns at the victims. Using driver's license 
photos, the witness identified one man as Baynes. 
     Baynes did not speak during the brief court hearing 
Tuesday. His father said the teen was not guilty. 
     "My son never fired a gun in his life," A.J. Baynes said. 
   Sumner Parker, an attorney representing Baynes, denied 
his client was the gunman but said Baynes had identified 
the shooter in a statement to police. Parker said Baynes 
had gone to the dance with three friends, none of them part 
of the group believed to be involved in the shooting. 
    According to the criminal complaint, Jones -- who is 
active with the Black Student Union, which sponsored the 
dance -- got a call from a man asking whether he and his 
brother could attend. They arrived with four others, 
including Baynes and Holmes, about midnight, according 
to police. 
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    While walking to the party, Jones told police, she 
became aware that several of the men had guns, authorities 
said. 
     They asked Jones if they were going to be "patted 
down" before entering, officials said. The doorman 
reportedly told Jones partygoers weren't being searched, 
and the men went into the dance, police said. 
      It wasn't immediately clear whether Baynes and 
Holmes were part of the group. Police Cmdr. Thomas 
Stangrecki did not take questions at a news conference 
announcing the charges against the men. 
    In interviews Monday with The Associated Press, 
several players said the shooter was a non-student unhappy 
that the woman he accompanied to the dance had talked 
with a player.  
     According to the Tribune-Review, one of the men was 
her boyfriend, but ESPN was told by police that is not the 
case.  
     Investigators said that at the dance Jones hugged and 
flirted with several members of the basketball team, 
angering one of her male friends. The two argued, and the 
basketball players left the dance.  
      A short time later outside Vickroy Hall dormitory, the 
man with whom Jones had argued and another man 
allegedly pulled guns and fired approximately 12 shots at 
the players, police said. 
     Jones' attorney, James Ecker, would not confirm 
Tuesday whether she was cooperating with authorities and 
would not comment on reports that authorities may drop 
charges if she provides information to the police. 
Investigators told the Tribune-Review that they will speak 
with the Allegheny County District Attorney's Office about 
dropping the charges against Jones if she continues to 
cooperate.  
     "I can say she's spent a lot of time with police in the last 
couple of days, Sunday and Monday," Ecker told the AP. 
"Until this case goes to a hearing or trial, she's presumed 
innocent," he said.  
     Jones, whose mother is a volunteer campus drug and 
alcohol counselor, decided to cooperate with officials only 
after she was charged, according to the Pittsburgh Tribune-
Review.  
    Police tried to arrest Jones at one of her classes Monday 
morning, but she had already left. They returned in the 
afternoon, but she did not attend her scheduled class. After 
receiving a tip, police tracked her down and arrested her at 
an undisclosed location. 
    Two other men are in police custody, but are thought to 
be witnesses to the shooting, the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
reported Tuesday. 
      University president Charles Dougherty said he was 
grateful to police for the "swift arrest of the individual who 
may have been the shooter in the vicious attacks on 

Duquesne University students last Sunday morning." 
http://sports.espn.go.com/ncb/news/story?id=2593965 
 

09-02-20  Weapons arsenal seized in Collingdale 
COLLINGDALE — An apartment building on MacDade 
Boulevard was evacuated Tuesday night after police and 
sheriff’s deputies uncovered an arsenal of weapons — 
including a foot-long rifle grenade, according to police. 
      Around 9:13 p.m., four deputies from the Delaware 
County Sheriff’s Department went to an apartment 
building in the first block of MacDade Boulevard to serve 
a bench warrant on a woman staying there. 
      When they knocked on a door, they saw a man coming 
toward them with a black revolver in his hand, according 
to police Chief Robert Adams. Deputies ordered the man 
to drop the weapon, but he allegedly refused. 
     When the man, identified as Hugh Mills, opened the 
door, sheriff’s deputies wrestled the .357 Smith and 
Wesson away from him, Adams said. Mills was placed into 
custody. 
Officers spotted a bag of suspected marijuana and drug 
paraphernalia on an end table in the apartment as well as 
several other firearms, according to Adams. 
      A search warrant was obtained and served by members 
of the Collingdale Police Department. 
      When police found a foot-long projectile stamped 
“Rifle Grenade” in a closet, police evacuated the building, 
along with two others as a precaution. The Delaware 
County Bomb Squad was dispatched and MacDade 
Boulevard was shut down to traffic while the property was 
searched. 
      Police found a large cache of weapons in the 
apartment, which included a .45-caliber Thompson 
semiautomatic rifle; a Ruger Mini 14 .223-caliber rifle; a 
12-gauge, double-barrel shotgun; a .22 RG revolver; an 
Iver Johnson revolver; a Smith and Wesson semiautomatic 
9 mm; a blue rifle grenade; and a considerable amount of 
ammunition, Adams said. 
      Also confiscated for evidence was a “Special Police” 
badge, a lock-pick kit, two BB guns, knife canes and drug 
paraphernalia. 
      The investigation is ongoing as to the ownership of the 
weapon used against the sheriff’s deputies, Adams said. 
Police are unable to account for all of the weapons owned 
by the Mills. Mills is charged with possessing instruments 
of crime, drug offenses and four counts each of aggravated 
assault, simple assault, recklessly endangering another 
person. 
      He was remanded to George W. Hill Correctional 
Facility in lieu of 10 percent of $100,000 bail. Mills is 
scheduled for a preliminary hearing Tuesday in 
Collingdale District Court. 
      Folcroft police assisted at the scene. 
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http://www.delcotimes.com/articles/2009/02/20/news/doc4
99e269bc4e6e048126019.txt 
 

09-02-20  Fairbanks group will bare arms to support 
gun rights 
Second Amendment Task Force schedules ‘open carry’ 
days 
    FAIRBANKS — A growing group of Fairbanks gun 
rights activists will show their support for the Second 
Amendment today by openly carrying guns. 
    “We’re going to have an open carry day,” Schaeffer 
Cox, unofficial leader of the Second Amendment Task 
Force, said Thursday. 
    Members of the task force, which he called a 
“movement” more than a group or organization, will be 
displaying their firearms openly across Alaska’s second 
largest city on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays for the next 
two weeks, Cox said. 
    “There’s a social stigma that only cops and robbers have 
guns,” Cox said. “The truth is everybody is packing but 
nobody knows it because we keep it concealed.” 
    Cox said he expects about 500 gun owners in and 
around Fairbanks to participate. The idea sprouted at the 
group’s last meeting on Monday at Friends Community 
Church. The gathering attracted a crowd of more than 600 
supporters, Cox said. 
    Fairbanks police Chief Dan Hoffman doesn’t have a 
problem with gun owners displaying their Second 
Amendment rights around town. 
     “There’s no law that prohibits a citizen in the state of 
Alaska from carrying an open, legal firearm,” Hoffman 
said. “It’s perfectly legal.” 
    Hoffman suspects the movement is a result of the 
election of President Barack Obama, a Democrat whom 
gun rights activists worry will crack down on gun 
ownership. 
    “I think there’s a lot of fear and concern out there with 
the new presidential administration that gun ownership and 
Second Amendment rights are going to come under 
attack,” Hoffman said. 
    The Second Amendment Task Force was not formed 
specifically as a result of Obama’s election or a bill — 
House Resolution 45 — that was introduced in Congress 
last month and would require a federal or state license to 
own a gun, among other things, Cox said. 
   “HB 45 is just one bill,” he said. “This would be an 
overreaction to HB 45.” 
    Rather, the movement was spawned from an “ongoing 
encroachment on the right to bear arms,” said the 24-year-
old Cox, who unsuccessfully ran for a seat in the state 
legislature in November. “It’s a general trend that has been 
a long time building that has picked up momentum lately. 

      “It’s definitely not a partisan issue in terms of 
Democrat or Republican,” he said. “It’s not right versus 
left. It’s the state versus you.” 
     The task force hosted its first meeting at Denny’s two 
weeks ago and about 150 people showed up, even though 
the meeting wasn’t publicly advertised, Cox said. 
    From there the movement has snowballed. About 600 
people attended a second meeting on Monday, Cox said. 
He described the crowd as “regular old Alaskans” 
concerned about their rights. 
      “There’s a lot of volatile feelings behind this issue,” he 
said. 
    As the impromptu leader of the movement, Cox said 
he’s simply trying to harness the energy behind it in a 
reasonable but demonstrative way. 
    “We talked about what’s the proper response for the 
average wholesome, regular guy,” Cox said. “Someone at 
the meeting said, ‘Hey, let’s all carry openly.’” 
     “People were just looking for some leadership on that 
and that’s what I tried to give them,” he said. “There’s a 
lot of people just ready to pull the trigger. I have to try to 
lead those kind of people to understand the importance of 
temperance.” 
    The decision to display guns publicly is “kind of a word 
of mouth thing,” Cox said. “I think it will catch on pretty 
fast.” 
   The task force’s next meeting is March 5 at Friends 
Community Church. Cox said he’s hoping to put together a 
panel of people ranging from law enforcement and the 
military to state government and the judicial branch to 
answer questions about Second Amendment rights. 
http://www.newsminer.com/news/2009/f...rt-gun-rights/ 
 

09-02-20  Palin supports concealed-carry 
    FAIRBANKS - Gov. Sarah Palin has encouraged U.S. 
Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar to support recently 
adopted regulations that allow concealed weapons in 
national parks and wildlife refuges, according to a Feb. 18 
press release from the governor’s office. 
   Palin stated in a letter to Salazar that “the possession and 
use of firearms are critical to urban and rural hunters in 
Alaska,” she stated. 
    According to the release, Palin stated in the letter that 
“... reliance on state laws governing the possession and 
transport of firearms will not detract from the purposes of 
national parks and wildlife refuges. Existing state and 
federal laws are adequate to protect public safety and 
natural and cultural resources against poaching, vandalism, 
and other offenses.” 
http://www.newsminer.com/news/2009/feb/20/palin-
supports-concealed-carry/ 
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09-02-18    Jill Porter: Fear breeds gun sales - and gun 
sales breed death 
    A COLD-HEARTED savage has murdered another 
Philadelphia police officer, and the city buckles, once 
again, in horror and disbelief.  
     It's an unrelenting plague, and its agent of death is - 
guns. 
  And the horrifying 
fact is that more guns 
than ever are being 
purchased in this 
country as uneasy 
people arm themselves 
in fear: Fear of a 
reversal of gun rights 
under President 
Obama. Fear for their 
safety in an economy 
that drives people to 
desperation. 
     Sure, I know: many 
are legal guns, bought 
by responsible gun 
owners who don't kill 
people, blah blah blah. 
     But my math is 
simple: The more guns 
in circulation, the more 
that find their way to 
the dregs of society 
who casually 
assassinate cops. 
And there are more 
guns in circulation than ever. 
    Gregory Isabella, the owner of Firing Line Inc., a South 
Philadelphia firearms dealer, acknowledged having "a lot 
of new clients." 
     He was polite but terse, and unwilling to cooperate with 
a columnist whose work is "slanted" in favor of gun 
restrictions. 
   Mike Friedland was more willing to talk. 
    "There's definitely been a lot of extra sales," said 
Friedland, who owns French Creek Outfitters, near 
Phoenixville. 
   "We've seen spikes in sales before, what with the onset 
of the Brady Bill in the '90s, with the magazine [assault 
weapon] ban, with Clinton being elected," he said. 
   "But we've never seen spikes with this much fervor that 
have lasted as long. It's definitely unprecedented since I've 
been in business, 16 years." 
   This internal arms race began in November, with the 
election of Barack Obama and the ascension of Democrats 
to majority power in Washington. 

   "It's clear that gun owners and prospective gun owners 
are concerned about the Obama Administration and 
Congress," said Ted Novin, speaking for the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation, the trade association for the 
firearms and ammunition industry. 
Friedland agreed. 
   "If you look at it practically, both houses of Congress are 
decidedly Democratic, and the fact that the president 
probably will get two or maybe three Supreme Court 
judges; that's what scares people most," he said. 
    "People are worried about the Second Amendment being 
in jeopardy." 
Obama has verbally backed the Second Amendment as an 
individual right to bear arms, but also has endorsed the 
right of state and local governments to enact restrictions. 
      Friedland said that his fourth-quarter sales were up 15 
percent and have shown no sign of abating. 
Some critics think that gun sellers are exaggerating sales 
statistics as a marketing tool. 
While there are no objective data on gun sales - neither the 
FBI nor ATF keep those statistics - the number of FBI 
background checks for firearms confirms the disturbing 
trend. 
    Last month, the FBI's National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System performed more than 1.2 
million checks, compared to 942,000 in January of last 
year - an increase of 29 per cent. 
    December showed a slightly smaller increase over the 
previous year, and November - election month - triggered a 
record 1.5 million checks, 42 percent more than the 
previous November. 
    The number of new gun purchases is potentially far 
more than that: a customer could buy multiple weapons. 
And many of the guns sold at gun shows don't require 
background checks. 
     Friedland acknowledges that fear triggered by the 
economic downturn also could be contributing to ramped 
up gun sales. 
       A friend of mine reports that several associates of his - 
affluent and successful men - have bought guns for the first 
time in their lives to protect themselves from predators 
potentially unleashed by the disintegrating economy. 
    It's a tragic escalation of the arming of American 
society, with the inevitable spillover into the streets. 
      It puts the likes of Police Officer John Pawlowski at a 
tragic and fatal disadvantage. 
And brings a city again and again, to tears. * 
http://www.philly.com/dailynews/local/20090218_Jill_Por
ter__Obama_breeds_fear__fear_breeds_gun_sales_-
_and_gun_sales_breed_death.html 
 

09-02-18    Lorne Gunter: Missing the target on gun 
control 
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 CANADA  Whenever there is a high-profile robbery or 
murder involving a handgun in Canada, some editorialist 
somewhere will call for a ban on pistols. 
   Such a ban is irrational from the outset: It makes no 
sense that forbidding target shooters and collectors from 
pursuing their hobbies would stop drug-gang members 
from using handguns to commit their crimes. 
   We have laws on the books banning gangsters from 
selling drugs and laundering money, too, yet they do both 
with impunity. Through what miracle of legislation do 
banners think criminals will obey a complete prohibition 
on handguns any more than they obey existing prohibitions 
on the sale of narcotics? 
   Sure, a few gangster guns may be acquired through thefts 
of legal handguns from private Canadian homes. But an all 
out ban here will not stop gangbangers from getting the 
small, powerful, concealable weapons they desire. If there 
were suddenly no handguns left to steal in Canada, the 
smuggling trade would pick up the slack in a matter of 
hours. 
   Just look at the numbers. 
    The Toronto Star, which is as obsessed as any outlet in 
the country with taking away lawful guns from ordinary 
citizens, claims one-third of guns confiscated by Toronto 
police have Canadian origins. They are not smuggled. 
    This, the Star reasons in its own misty, convoluted way, 
justifies taking away all legally acquired pistols and 
revolvers from the 300,000 or so Canadians who own one 
or more. 
   Never mind that the "one-third" stat employed by 
Toronto police is higher than the percentage claimed by 
either the Ontario Provincial Police or the RCMP, both of 
which estimate that 90% or more of crime guns used in 
Canada come from the United States, or that the one-third 
number includes rifles and shotguns, as well as handguns. 
And since so-called "long guns" are easier to come by in 
Canada -- not easy, but easier -- most of the third of guns 
that are domestic are more likely long guns rather than 
handguns. 
    In its own reporting, the Star concedes that only about 
40 guns a year are reported stolen in Toronto, and of those 
only about five are handguns. So even if one accepts the 
paper's own wonky statistical reasoning, no more than five 
of the thousands of illegal handguns in the Toronto area 
come from break-ins. 
    Which means we could take away the 600,000 to one 
million legal handguns from their rightful owners and 
prevent, at most, a dozen or so guns, countrywide, from 
falling into criminal hands. One extra van with handguns 
from Detroit stuffed in the door panels would make up that 
shortfall in an afternoon. 
     And while we're at it, let's follow the same logic to ban 
the private ownership of automobiles because without cars 

there could be no drive-by shootings or means for bank 
robbers to make their getaways. 
   Just think of all the crime we could cut down on if no 
one could own a car, not to mention how crime's carbon 
footprint would be reduced. Banning cars would be good 
for public safety and good for the environment. 
   Of course, millions of law-abiding drivers would be 
punished for the crimes of a few gangbangers --just as law-
abiding handgun owners would be punished by a handgun 
ban -- still, that's a small price to pay for the important 
signal a car ban would send to criminals. 
    (Yeah, just like a handgun ban, a car ban would tell 
criminals that, as a culture, we are too clueless to crack 
down on the real problem.) 
    Gary Breitkreuz, a Saskatchewan Tory MP, has a better 
idea. His private member's bill-- C-301-- would do away 
with the long gun registry and streamline the layers and 
layers of paperwork created by the previous Liberal 
government in licensing owners. He would then use the 
savings to combat gun smuggling and the use of guns by 
drug dealers and gangs. 
    Mr. Breitkreuz would retain the legal requirement that 
all lawful gun owners be licensed and complete a safety 
course before acquiring a firearm. And people without the 
mental disposition to own and use a firearm safely would 
be identified and prevented from buying a gun. 
   But all the expensive (up to $50-million a year) and 
largely symbolic activity of the gun registry would be 
diverted to real crime prevention. 
  It makes perfect sense. The banners would hate it. 
http://network.nationalpost.com/np/blogs/fullcomment/archive/20
09/02/18/lorne-gunter-missing-the-target-on-gun-control.aspx 

 

09-02-18  Quiet Life Of Gun Smuggling 
  HOUSTON -- West of Houston in the town of Victoria, 
Texas, federal investigators clamped down on a one-man 
operation that was funneling hundreds of guns into 
Mexico.  
"The man that my family and I know was probably one of 
the best friends that we've had since we've been over here," 
said Larry Green, pastor of a local church.  
   That is how most Local 2 Investigates talked to in the 
town of Victoria described Turner Cornell Mooneyham.  
   "He helped anybody in the neighborhood. If they needed 
help, if you needed a ride, needed to use a lawnmower, just 
whatever you know," said Green.  
    For three years, Green lived a stones throw away from 
Mooneyham's modest house in Victoria. What Green did 
not know is the man who donated money to his church and 
played guitar at church services was secretly smuggling 
hundreds of guns into Mexico.  
   Court records reviewed by Local 2 Investigates showed 
Mooneyham bought guns at stores around Victoria. 
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Everything from pawn shops, to sporting goods stores to 
Wal-Mart. All the guns were purchased legally.  
    Investigators said Mooneyham then smuggled at least 
500 rifles and handguns into Mexico and sold the weapons 
to several buyers.  
    In the end, it was gun dealers who tipped off the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives to 
Mooneyham's constant purchases. Investigators said every 
time he bought a gun, Mooneyham lied on his paperwork 
by claiming he lived at an address that turned out to be a 
vacant lot.  
    Green said he still has trouble comprehending his 
friend’s double life.  
   “Even when something's true, you can go all the way to 
the end believing it just can't be, it just can't be,” said 
Green. “There's got to be something wrong.”  
     Last month, Mooneyham pleaded guilty to a slew of 
weapons charges, but that did not end his legal troubles. 
Court records read when agents raided Mooneyham's 
house they found several pictures of child pornography on 
his computer. Mooneyham goes to trial on those charges in 
March. 
http://www.click2houston.com/news/18738612/detail.html 
 

09-02-18 Cole's gun-buyback bill advances in the 
Senate 
A Senate committee yesterday narrowly approved Del. 
Mark Cole's bill that would require localities running gun-
buyback programs to sell any valuable guns to firearms 
dealers.  
    Cole's bill says that localities would have to pass an 
ordinance to participate in a gun-buyback program, and 
would then have to sell to federally licensed firearms 
dealers any gun of value. 
     Cole says sometimes working guns or valuable antique 
firearms are turned in through buyback programs, but the 
programs typically destroy all guns turned in.  
    "There have been cases where some antique guns have 
been turned in and they've ended up being destroyed or 
lost," he said. 
    Cole thinks his bill would not only save valuable guns, it 
would provide some revenue for localities. 
      He got support from Donna House, manager of Classic 
Firearms Tidewater Military Traders, who came to 
Richmond to testify on the bill.  
     House said people often use buyback programs to get 
rid of old guns collecting dust in attics, including "highly 
desirable" collectible guns. That kind of gun, she said, is 
rarely used in a crime.  
    "These items are being destroyed instead of turned in to 
museums or collections where they can be appreciated in 
the future," House said. 
    The National Rifle Association also supports the bill. 

   But local government associations oppose it. 
    Representatives of the Virginia Municipal League, 
which represents cities, and the Virginia Association of 
Counties both spoke against the bill.  
    Ted McCormick of VACO suggested an amendment to 
the bill that would specifically make it apply to antique 
guns, but said without that his group opposed the bill. 
    Mark Flynn of the VML said the bill would likely make 
localities avoid gun-buyback programs altogether. 
     Sen. Mamie Locke, D-Hampton, said localities do 
buyback programs to get guns out of circulation, and that 
the legislature shouldn't dictate to local governments how 
they must dispose of such guns gleaned from buyback 
programs. 
     Cole said he didn't think the bill would impact 
localities. 
    "I really don't see that this will hinder localities from 
conducting these buyback programs," he said.  
     "All it's doing is taking it out of the hands of people 
who don't want the guns, and if the guns are any value it 
would put them in the hands of a responsible dealer." 
     The Senate Local Government committee voted 8-7 to 
approve Cole's bill. It now will go to the full Senate for a 
vote. 
http://fredericksburg.com/News/FLS/2009/022009/021820
09/446811 
 

09-02-17   Local 2 Investigates Gun Smugglers 
    HOUSTON -- Local 2 investigates the illegal gun trade 
between Houston and Mexico. Our city has become the top 
spot in the country for Mexican drug cartels and gangs to 
buy handguns, rifles and ammunition. Federal investigators 
report the cartels and gangs are spending millions of 
dollars a year to arm themselves with guns bought in the 
United States.  
   Local 2 Investigates spoke with one man who bought 
dozens of guns at stores around the Houston area. Local 2 
is not revealing the man's identity.  
   "He asked me for a favor and I did it, you know. That 
was that," he said, referring to an acquaintance who first 
asked him to purchase the weapons.  
   This man said he had no idea where the weapons were 
headed and that he bought the guns to earn extra money.  
   "How much did you get paid," asked Local 2 
investigative reporter Robert Arnold. "He told me that I'll 
give you $50 (per gun)," the man answered.  
   This man said he now fears for his life because he 
learned the guns he bought were smuggled into Mexico.  
     "I can't go down this way, you know, I can't," he said. " 
I'm always out there looking over my back, you know. I 
don't know with these people. I'm pretty sure they're 
capable of doing some crazy stuff, you know."  
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     Court records reviewed by Local 2 Investigates reveal 
this man is just one of many buying guns all around 
Houston.  
   "The Houston area is the No. 1 area for guns going to 
Mexico," said J. Dewey Webb, Special Agent in Charge of 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 
Houston Division.  
   Webb said Mexican drug cartels and gangs are heavily 
recruiting "straw buyers" to purchase weapons in the 
United States -- people with clean criminal records, a 
desire for quick cash and who can legally purchase a 
firearm.  
    Federal court documents show the A.T.F. has been 
tracking a ring of more than 20 people buying guns 
throughout the Houston area. Court records read the group 
bought $352,134 worth of guns in a 15- month period. All 
the guns were bought at stores around the Houston area. 
One of the main purchasers listed in court records is John 
Philip      Hernandez, who has been arrested and charged 
with federal firearms violations.  
    Webb said the reason Houston is such a hot spot for 
these purchases is not just because it is close to the border, 
it is also because the guns are cheaper here.  
    "The farther you get away from the border, the cheaper 
the guns get," said Webb. "They can do the math. They can 
drive to Houston and buy a lot more of these things for the 
same money."  
     Web said the guns bought here have direct 
consequences in Mexico. Federal investigators directly 
linked guns bought in Houston to the murder and 
kidnapping of a Mexican businessman, a shoot-out 
between cartel members and Mexican troops and the 
murder of four police officers and three civilians in 
Acapulco.  
    Local 2 Investigates also traveled to Nueva Laredo 
where most people wouldn't talk about the problem of 
cartels and gangs arming themselves with American 
bought guns.  
   "We have to be careful because we don't feel safe and 
there's no guarantee the authorities can protect us," said 
one woman, who asked that Local 2 not reveal her identity.  
   "They smuggle the guns across in the suitcases of 
Mexican citizens who take the buses back and forth from 
Nueva Laredo to Houston," she said.  
   That comment highlights part of the problem. Checks 
going into Mexico are spotty and random.  
    Just a few days before Local 2 Investigates traveled to 
Nueva Laredo, Mexican federal troops got into a shoot-out 
with three men driving stolen trucks from Texas. When it 
was over, one person was dead and the troops found a huge 
cache of weapons.  
    Hidden inside those stolen trucks were guns, 
ammunition, handcuffs, radios, and bulletproof vests. 

Federal troops told Local 2 this was the second seizure of 
weapons in two weeks in Nueva Laredo.  
    "We can't supply Mexico with these guns," said Webb 
County Sheriff, Martin Cuellar.  
Webb County sits just across the border from Nueva 
Laredo and Cuellar said he has seen the problem of gangs 
and cartels recruiting buyers for their weapons.  
   "They're recruiting in Dallas. They're recruiting in 
Houston. They're recruiting everywhere. I mean they're 
recruiting here, too," said Cuellar. "They recruit, you now, 
from our gangs, American gangs."  
    One of the preferred weapons in Mexico is a handgun 
that fires armor-piercing rounds.  
"It's called a cop killer in Mexico," said Webb.  
    Webb said handguns are easier to conceal. The guns can 
be dismantled and walked across the border in pieces. 
Webb said the gangs and cartels are also using high-
powered and automatic rifles. A.T.F. agents are also 
finding grenades in Mexico that were bought on the black 
market from places like Israel, South Korea and South 
Africa.  
     "They're starting to equip their armies like real armies," 
said Webb.  
    "Around 90 percent of the weapons that are being 
confiscated from organized crime in Mexico come from 
the United States," said Carlos Gonzalez Magallon, 
Mexico's Consul General in Houston.  
   Gonzalez Magallon said since Mexican President Felipe 
Calderon increased efforts to dismantle cartels, there has 
been an increased wave of violence and an increased 
demand for weapons.  
   "It's not a problem of Mexico alone," said Gonzalez 
Magallon. "This is a problem we share."  
  Our government agrees with that statement. There has 
been an unparalleled level of cooperation between the U.S. 
and Mexico. Both countries are now sharing information 
regularly, more A.T.F. agents are dedicated to tracking the 
flow of guns and gun dealers being educated on how to 
spot straw buyers.  
   "In most cases, they're one of the best sources for 
informing us to what's going on," said Webb.  
   The violence is also no longer staying south of the 
border.  
   "Some of these (grenades) are coming into the United 
States and being thrown into bars full of people," said 
Webb. "The violence is creeping into the United States 
more and more."  
  The last numbers available from the A.T.F. show in 2007 
more than 6,500 weapons bought in the U.S. were found in 
Mexico. The A.T.F. reports that number only includes 
weapons our government was able to trace.  
http://www.click2houston.com/news/18735464/detail.html 
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09-02-17   Miami-Dade County Commission passes two 
items for tighter gun control on state and federal levels 
    MIAMI - On February 17, 2009, the Miami-Dade Board 
of County Commissioners passed two resolutions 
sponsored by Commissioner Barbara J. Jordan regarding 
stricter gun control. For the third year, the commissioner 
authored legislation urging the U.S. Congress and Florida 
Legislature to reinstate the Federal Assault Weapons Act.  
     Initially passed in 1994, the act prohibited the 
manufacture, transfer, or possession of semiautomatic 
assault weapons, including UZIs, AK-47s, and other 
military-style firearms. The bill expired after ten years and 
was never reinstated.  
     Additionally, the commissioner passed another related 
item, urging both Congress and the State Legislature to 
pass legislation requiring all gun sales, regardless of venue 
or type, to be registered with law enforcement within 14 
days of purchase, in addition to any other existing 
restrictive requirements. Firearm owners would also be 
required to report lost or stolen firearms to law 
enforcement, and all registrations and reports of missing 
firearms would be tracked in a database created and 
available solely to law enforcement. 
      While Commissioner Jordan has long been a strong 
proponent of stricter gun control and anti-violence 
campaigns, the passing of these resolutions was sparked by 
the deaths of two teenage boys who were killed in Liberty 
City only weeks ago. On January 23, Brandon Mills, 16, 
and Derrick Gloster, 18, were gunned down when an 
unknown assailant fired a barrage of bullets into a crowd 
of about 50 people at the corner of NW 71st Street and 
15th Avenue. Seven other bystanders were wounded in the 
attack. Local law enforcement officials claim the gunman 
used an assault weapon. According to the Miami-Dade 
Police Department, assault weapons were responsible in 
the deaths of 15 people in Miami-Dade in 2008, and 16 
deaths the year prior.  
      “What happened in Liberty City is just another tragic 
example of the sheer bloodshed these weapons create,” 
said Commissioner Jordan. “Semiautomatic assault 
weapons are designed for military purposes and have no 
legitimate application for hunting or civilian use. Our 
police officers and residents don’t stand a chance if we 
allow criminals to get their hands on such powerful 
firearms.” http://sflcn.com/story.php?id=5698 
 

09-02-17   WV Senator wants gun ban repealed 
   CHARLESTON, W.Va. -- A state senator has proposed 
legislation that would repeal the weapons ban at the 
Capitol Complex.  
   Sen. Dave Sypolt, R-Preston, said he envisions that 
weapons would still be prohibited from the Capitol 

building itself; his proposal is intended to allow them on 
and around the complex.  
    The existing ban penalizes even those who keep an 
unloaded or disassembled firearm in their parked vehicle 
anywhere on Capitol property.  
    Sypolt said he think that's unreasonable for law-abiding 
gun owners.  
   "A person who has the legal right to possess a firearm 
should be able to in the parking areas and outside the 
building," Sypolt said. "They can't even have it locked in 
their vehicle as they conduct business in the Capitol. That's 
a little above and beyond the necessity." 
     He said he knows many people don't like his proposal. 
     "The intent is contrary to what most people would 
believe," said Sypolt, a National Rifle Association member 
and certified pistol safety instructor.  
    "People are thinking, 'Oh, do you want crazies to be 
carrying guns around the Capitol?' Well, that's not the case 
at all. Anytime you find a law prohibiting the possession of 
a firearm in an area, it's only going to disarm the honest, 
law-abiding citizens. 
   "Obviously, if you're going to break the law, a sign at the 
gate isn't going to prevent you from carrying a firearm onto 
the Capitol grounds." 
   According to the NRA, one of every four of America's 
gun owners carries a firearm in his or her vehicle. 
    Due to disagreements over the right of people to leave 
firearms locked in their vehicles on public property, at 
least five states have passed laws in recent years giving 
gun owners that right.  
    In Virginia, guns are allowed on government property. 
Last month, a Virginia senate committee killed a proposal 
that would have banned them.  
    A handful of other states allow people to carry 
concealed weapons inside Capitol buildings, Sypolt added.  
     Federal law, meanwhile, prohibits guns in government 
buildings and within 1,000 feet of a school.  
    Sypolt noted this is the third consecutive year his bill 
has been introduced. It has failed each time.  
    He's even pitched the idea for gun owners to hand over 
their weapons to a security guard as they enter a 
government building. Guns could be kept in lockboxes 
while their owners conduct business at the Capitol.  
    Sypolt said he's just trying to make things easier for gun 
owners. 
   "It's unreasonable that law-abiding citizens that have a 
permit to carry a firearm can't even have it in a parking 
lot," he said. 
http://www.dailymail.com/News/200902160447 
 

09-02-15  Bills running back Lynch arrested on 
weapons charge 
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  CULVER CITY, Calif. -- Buffalo Bills running back 
Marshawn Lynch was arrested this past week on a felony 
charge of possession of a concealed firearm. 
  Lynch, 22, was arrested last Wednesday night when 
Culver City police found a loaded weapon in his car. 
   After being transported to the booking center, Lynch was 
released on $35,000 bond. Police said the case has been 
submitted to the District Attorney's office for filing 
consideration. 
  It marks the second run-in with the law in the last year for 
Lynch, who was investigated in a hit-and-run case in June 
2008. 
http://www.nationalpost.com/story.html?id=1293356 
 

09-02-15  Philadelphia officer fatally shot while 
responding to fight 
   PHILADELPHIA - A police officer responding to the 
attempted robbery of a cab driver was fatally shot despite 
wearing a bulletproof vest, and the gunman was critically 
wounded in a gun battle with police, authorities said 
Saturday.  
   Officer John Pawlowski, 25, a 51/2 year veteran of the 
force, was the city's seventh officer killed in the line of 
duty in less than three years.  
    Pawlowski's brother is a corporal in the police radio 
room and was on duty when he heard the call about his 
brother being shot, Lt. Frank Vanore said. He rushed to the 
hospital, where Pawlowski was pronounced dead.  
   "This is like a recurring nightmare," Vanore said. "It just 
never stops."  
   Pawlowski was responding to a reported street fight in 
the city's Logan section about 8 p.m. Friday. The suspect, 
Rasheed Scrugs, 33, was roughing up a cab driver he had 
been trying to rob, according to police.  
    During the fight, the cab driver said he was going to call 
police, and Scrugs responded, "If you call the police, I'm 
going to shoot you and I'm going to shoot any officers that 
respond to the scene," homicide Capt. James Clark said at 
a news conference Saturday.  
When police arrived, they asked Scrugs to take his hands 
out of the long jacket he was wearing, but he didn't 
comply, Clark said. He then fired several shots from a gun 
inside his jacket.  
   Pawlowski, whose wife is expecting the couple's first 
child, was hit several times, including one shot that struck 
him above his bullet-proof vest and another that hit him in 
the side. He fired a single shot before he went down.  
    Two other officers began firing at the suspect, hitting 
him several times. Scrugs remained in critical condition at 
a hospital Saturday and was charged with first-degree 
murder, attempted murder and other counts, police said.  

   "We're just deeply, deeply saddened we've lost another 
officer who was murdered on our streets," police 
Commissioner Charles Ramsey said.  
Scrugs has a lengthy rap sheet that includes arrests for 
armed robbery, auto theft and firearms violations, police 
said. He served five years in state prison from 1997 to 
2002, and then violated his parole and served six more 
months. He also had an open case for auto theft.  
   "It makes absolutely no sense that we've got people with 
this mind set walking the streets, not only endangering 
police officers but the public at large," Ramsey said. "Lock 
them up. Throw away the key. ... There are some people 
that are just not salvageable, period."  
   Last year, four Philadelphia officers were killed in the 
line of duty.  
   In May, 39-year-old Officer Stephen Liczbinski was 
fatally shot responding to a bank robbery. In September, 
40-year-old Officer Isabel Nazario was killed during a 
vehicle pursuit when the patrol car she was riding in was 
broadsided by a teenager driving a stolen SUV. Also in 
September, 30-year-old Officer Patrick McDonald was 
fatally shot by a fugitive he had chased down after a traffic 
stop.  
    In November, Sgt. Timothy Simpson died after his 
cruiser was broadsided by a vehicle whose driver was 
allegedly fleeing police.  
    In October 2007, Officer Chuck Cassidy, 54, was fatally 
shot when he interrupted a robbery at a Dunkin' Donuts. 
Cassidy had worked in the same district as Pawlowski.  
    In May 2006, Officer Gary Skerski became the first 
officer killed in the line of duty in Philadelphia in a 
decade. http://www.observer-reporter.com/OR/Story/02-
15-OFFICER-SHOT-4 
 

09-02-15 Owners must give fingerprints to get guns 
back from IMPD 
   An Indianapolis Metropolitan Police Department rule 
that makes it harder to reclaim a seized gun than to buy 
one is drawing criticism from gun-rights advocates and has 
spawned at least one lawsuit. 
     The rule, adopted decades ago, requires gun owners 
cleared of a crime to provide fingerprints before they can 
recover a gun from the police property room. Indianapolis' 
rule is more stringent than those of similar-size cities in the 
Midwest and could lead to the destruction of legally owned 
guns. 
     Indianapolis police officials defend the rule as an 
important tool for keeping guns out of criminals' hands. 
     "Our goal . . . is to help ensure we do not release any 
weapon to a person with a felony conviction or to a person 
who might use a gun inappropriately," said Police Chief 
Michael Spears. "We also need to positively identify the 
individual to whom a weapon is returned." 
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     Police seize guns for a host of reasons: They might 
have been involved in crimes; they might have been in a 
car or home where someone was arrested; some are 
recovered as stolen property and traced to the legitimate 
owners. 
     After guns are seized, rightful owners are free to claim 
any weapons not held as evidence. Unclaimed guns or 
those that can't be traced to a legal owner are destroyed. 
     In 2008, IMPD seized more than 3,000 weapons. Of 
those, 766 were returned to owners and 2,281 were sent to 
be destroyed by the Marion County Sheriff's Department. 
Certified Firearms Solutions of Lafayette visits the 
Sheriff's Department every few months to dismantle the 
guns, chop the bodies in half and melt the scrap metal. 
     To reclaim a gun, the owner must fill out a form at the 
City-County Building, where police check identification 
and take fingerprints. Officers then run a background 
check. If everything checks out, police notify owners that 
they may pick up their guns. The process takes four to 
eight weeks. 
     Owners then go to the police property room in the 
basement of the City-County Building, where they fill out 
more paperwork, give another fingerprint and get their 
weapons. 
     The origin of that procedure is unclear; city officials 
say the policy has been in effect more than 30 years. But it 
recently came under scrutiny when a Westside man filed 
suit in federal court to reclaim guns seized during a search 
two years ago. 
     Wrong address 
     Police came to Grady Scott's home in November 2006, 
looking for a drug dealer. Officers took a .38-caliber 
handgun and an SKS assault rifle 
     As it turned out, the wrong address was on the search 
warrant. 
     Scott, 69, sought to reclaim his guns but refused to be 
fingerprinted. He hired Indianapolis attorney Paul Ogden 
to represent him in the federal lawsuit. 
     Ogden, who filed the suit in November, also asked a 
federal judge to force IMPD to stop fingerprinting all gun 
owners. 
     "Here you have a guy who shouldn't have had his guns 
taken in the first place," Ogden said. "If fingerprinting was 
a requirement to have guns in your home, that's one thing, 
but it's not." 
     The department has destroyed Scott's guns. If Scott 
wins his lawsuit, taxpayers likely will have to pay for 
replacements. 
     Ogden points out that it's much simpler to buy a gun 
than to retrieve one from Indianapolis police. Under 
federal law, a purchaser simply has to show identification 
and clear a federal background check that gun store clerks 
complete in a short phone call. People can avoid the 

background checks and still legally purchase guns from a 
friend or a private seller at a gun show. 
     Rachel Parsons, a spokeswoman for the National Rifle 
Association, called IMPD's policy of fingerprinting gun 
owners "unreasonable and excessive." 
     Stephen Dunlop, president of Hoosiers Concerned 
About Gun Violence, said fingerprinting helps police keep 
guns out of the hands of criminals and other dangerous 
individuals. 
     "Since the gun community has been so resistant to any 
registration of guns and any tracking of guns once they 
leave the gun store, this is a real problem for police," 
Dunlop said. Fingerprinting "is not an unreasonable thing 
to do to try to confirm the identity." 
     Honest gun owners should have no problem with 
submitting to fingerprint checks, Dunlop said. 
     "You have to think: 'Why would someone refuse to give 
their fingerprint?' " he said. 
     A survey of police departments in the Midwest found 
Indianapolis to be the only one to require fingerprints from 
owners retrieving a seized firearm. Police in Louisville, 
Ky.; Cincinnati; Cleveland; and Milwaukee require 
identification and background checks, but no fingerprints. 
     The city's view 
     Jon Mayes, a lawyer for the city of Indianapolis, said 
public safety officials have a responsibility to ensure that 
the guns are returned to a legally qualified owner. 
"We believe that that very small inconvenience is 
outweighed by the benefit of public safety," he said. 
     If the city were to loosen its gun-return policy, Mayes 
said, taxpayers would be exposed to other lawsuits if one 
of those guns were later used to commit a crime. 
     The gun return policy is a sensitive issue for 
Indianapolis police, who saw one of their own shot to 
death more than four years ago after guns were given back 
to a mentally ill man. 
     Police had seized guns owned by Southside resident 
Kenneth Anderson in January 2004 when he was 
hospitalized as delusional, paranoid and violent. 
     Anderson never faced criminal charges, and the law at 
the time did not give officials the authority to keep his 
guns. After he was released from the hospital, Anderson 
filled out the paperwork, submitted his fingerprints and 
took his guns home in March 2004. 
Five months later, armed with some of those weapons, 
Anderson killed Patrolman Timothy "Jake" Laird in a 
rampage that also claimed the life of Anderson's mother 
and injured four other police officers. 
     In response, lawmakers in 2005 gave prosecutors the 
ability to ask a judge to keep weapons taken from 
dangerous individuals who are mentally or emotionally 
unstable. 
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     "Once a gun is in our possession, it is our responsibility 
to ensure that it's not being released to somebody who 
poses a threat to society," said Sgt. Matthew Mount, IMPD 
spokesman. "To not do so would be a dereliction of our 
duty." 
     Indianapolis attorney David Hennessy retrieved 10 guns 
from the property room on behalf of a client in December. 
The process took about a month, Hennessy said. 
     "It perplexes me that it's easier to acquire new property 
that it is to get back property you already own," Hennessy 
said. "I would personally like to see more stringent 
requirements for people to get guns, new or used. There 
are far too many guns out there." 
http://www.indystar.com/article/20090215/LOCAL18/902
150409/1195/LOCAL18 
 

09-02-15   Cops offer holiday rose for firearms 
  COLUMBIA, S.C. - Police in South Carolina gave away 
roses on Valentine's Day. All you had to do to get one for 
your sweetie was turn in a gun.  
   Hoping to get the weapons off the streets with the "Guns 
for Roses" program, authorities in two central South 
Carolina cities set up a program where anyone who turned 
in a gun received a free rose and a Best Buy gift card.  
   At a Columbia church, five cars lined up to give away 
guns before the exchange had even started. At the end of 
the day, Columbia area police had collected 191 weapons 
and police in Sumter collected 32.  
   "We've got a great turnout so far," Richland County 
sheriff's spokesman Lt. Chris Cowan said.  
   A handgun was worth a $100 gift card, while a rifle or 
shotgun netted a $50 gift certificate. Cowan said one man 
turned in six handguns, worth $600 in gift cards.  
Cowan did not immediately have a total value for gift 
cards given out. Sumter Police Chief Patty Patterson said 
her program gave out $550 in gift cards for long guns and 
$2,100 for handguns.  
   There was no amnesty for those turning in the guns. The 
weapons were being checked to see if they were stolen, 
names and addresses were jotted down and ballistics tests 
would also be done to see if the firearm was used in a 
crime.  
   Both Cowan and Patterson said there were no incidents 
and no arrests made Saturday.  
Cowan said the idea was spawned in part by Columbia 
Police Chief T.P. Carter and Richland County Sheriff Leon 
Lott, who has made headlines recently for investigating 
Michael Phelps after a photo surfaced showing the 
Olympic swimming champion smoking a marijuana pipe. 
The program was modeled after a California one; similar 
exchanges have been done in New York and San 
Francisco.  

   Cowan said gun donors were young and old, men and 
woman. Many had a big smile and some said it was a relief 
to get rid of the weapons.  
   And did they even care about the rose?  
"Most of them have taken it," Cowan said. 
http://www.observer-reporter.com/OR/Story/02-15-GUNS-
FOR-ROSES-3 
 

09-02-14  Campus can’t be its own law 
     The persecution of Jeff Maxwell, a student at Western 
Oregon University now on suspension, blew up as a gun-
related case. But it also exposes the college’s attitude of 
setting itself up as an island immune from the laws that 
restrain everybody else. 
      Maxwell, the 30-year-old Marine Corps veteran who 
works nights to put himself through college, was 
suspended and humiliated — a psychological examination! 
— by a campus tribunal for violating the code of student 
responsibility. 
      His violation was that he had a folding knife and a 
small pistol in his pockets — and an unloaded rifle in his 
parked truck — when he was accosted by campus security 
and Monmouth cops. The officers had been called out to 
look for a suspicious character with a knife who had been 
seen around campus the day before and that morning. 
      Maxwell was quietly doing homework in the student 
center when the security people asked him if he had a 
knife. He said yes. Any other weapons? A pistol. And bam, 
he was under arrest and “trespassed” off campus and to the 
station. 
      The code of conduct at Western lists the possession of 
firearms as one of many violations. But it is the only 
conduct that is not otherwise a crime. It is the only conduct 
on the list that is guaranteed to Oregon citizens by the state 
constitution, which safeguards the right to be armed for 
self-defense. 
      The code is un-American in another way, too. Its 
“standards and policies” start this way: “The following list 
of prohibited forms of conduct is not all inclusive since it 
is not possible to list all potential violations.” 
      This sounds like something out of “1984”: “We may 
punish you for all the the following things and for anything 
else that we think of as we go along.” 
      The punishment can be severe in terms of affecting a 
person’s life — as by keeping somebody from pursuing his 
studies and earning the degree he needs to fulfill his goals. 
This can have a far more profound effect on somebody 
than any fine the law courts might impose for a minor 
offense. 
      Our lawmakers and courts should take a dim view of 
any state institution arrogating to itself the right to punish 
citizens for conduct they refuse to spell out in advance. 
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      In this case, though, the conduct was clear and 
undisputed, and it is clearly covered among the crimes — 
such as cheating, theft, fraud, sexual attacks — that the 
student code also forbids. 
      But this particular prohibition stands out by punishing 
citizens like young Maxwell for exercising not just 
prudence — self-defense in an unpredictable world shaken 
by occasional mass shootings — but for exercising a 
constitutionally protected civil right. 
      Punishing this holder of the concealed handgun license 
for carrying a small pistol is not far removed from 
punishing somebody else for exercising his right of free 
speech. 
      Come to think of it, maybe free speech can be one of 
the unspecified forms of conduct the code also forbids. 
http://www.gazettetimes.com/articles/2009/02/15/news/opi
nion/1edi01_hasso.txt 
 

09-02-14 House shoots down federal gun controls 
     HELENA (AP) - Montana lawmakers fired another shot 
in battles for states’ rights as they supported letting some 
Montana gun owners and dealers skip reporting their 
transactions to the federal government. 
     Under House Bill 246, firearms made in Montana and 
used in Montana would be exempt from federal regulation. 
The same would be true for firearm accessories and 
ammunition made and sold in the state. 
      “What we need here is for Montana to be able to 
handle Montana’s business and affairs,” Republican Rep. 
Joel Boniek told fellow lawmakers Saturday. The 
wilderness guide from Livingston defeated Republican 
incumbent Bruce Malcolm in last spring’s election. 
     Boniek’s measure aims to circumvent federal authority 
over interstate commerce, which is the legal basis for most 
gun regulation in the United States. The bill potentially 
could release Montanans from both federal gun registration 
requirements and dealership licensing rules. Since the state 
has no background-check laws on its own books, the 
legislation also could free gun purchasers from that 
requirement. 
      “Firearms are inextricably linked to the history and 
culture of Montana, and I’d like to support that,” Boniek 
said. “But I want to point out that the issue here is not 
about firearms. It’s about state rights.” 
     The House voted 64-36 for the bill on Saturday. If it 
clears a final vote, the measure will go to the Senate. 
House Republicans were joined by 14 Democrats in 
passing the measure. 
      “I would hope that our U.S. Supreme Court would 
begin to retreat from what I think is an abusive 
interpretation of our interstate commerce clause,” said 
Rep. Deborah Kottel, a Democrat from Great Falls who 
supports the measure. 

     That clause in the U.S. Constitution grants Congress 
authority to regulate commerce with foreign nations, and 
among the states. The Supreme Court has handled cases 
seeking to limit the clause’s application in recent years. In 
2005, the court upheld federal authority to regulate 
marijuana under the clause, even when its use is limited to 
noncommercial purposes n such as medical reasons n and 
it is grown and used within a state’s borders. 
     The Montana bill follows fears here and elsewhere that 
the election of Barack Obama as president will trigger 
more gun regulation. In the months before Obama’s 
inauguration, Montanans rushed to stock up on guns, 
pushing gun sales beyond normal benchmarks despite the 
recession. 
     Opponents of the measure worry lax regulations in the 
state could lead to a similar surge in both gun sales and 
gun manufacturing. 
      “Who are we bringing in and is this the kind of 
business we want to have in this state?” asked Rep. Sue 
Malek, D-Missoula. “I want our state to be recognized as a 
state that cares about people, and that cares about the 
environment.” 
     The bill is one of a number the Legislature is 
considering that may extend gun rights in Montana. 
     Earlier in the week, the House passed another measure, 
HB228, that would let Montanans carry concealed 
weapons in city limits without having permits. 
     On Saturday the House Judiciary Committee narrowly 
passed a resolution that affirms Montanans’ right to carry 
weapons in national parks and wildlife refuges. 
http://www.missoulian.com/articles/2009/02/14/bnews/br2
6.txt 
 
09-02-13  Author pens books to educate kids on hunting 
    Mystery solved. Now we know who killed Bambi's father. It 
was Little Jake.  
   Utah-based author Rob Jacobs writes and publishes books 
about a little boy who likes to hunt. His "Little Jake's Big 
Bowhunt" is a re-telling of the Bambi story from the hunter's 
point of view.  
   Jacobs is part of a group of associated companies who have 
made it their business to help educate young people about 
hunting and the responsible, safe use of firearms.  
   Jacobs writes and sells the children's books. In the next booth at 
the Eastern Sports and Outdoor Show at the state Farm Show 
Complex, Alan Swartzlander and his crew from Keystone 
Sporting Arms in Milton specialize in the Davey Crickett brand 
rifles.  
Jacobs has eight titles. There's "Little Jake's Big Bowhunt," and 
others in which Jake hunts in Alaska, in Africa, and catches a 
world-record bass.  
   There's also "Little Jake and the Three Bears." In that one, one 
of the bears does not come out of the hunt well, but his skin keeps 
Little Jake toasty through the next winter, and the little fella 
feasts on bear sausages while hunkered down under the rug.  
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   But it's not all chest-beating and swagger. After Little Jake bags 
the bruin, he spends a contemplative moment thinking of what his 
warm rug has cost the bear, and thanks the animal for his 
sacrifice. He does a similar thing after he kills the King of the 
Forest, Bambi's father.  
    "It's all about casting hunting in a positive light," Jacobs said. 
"Kids today are only hearing one side. Hunting and firearms are 
part of our American tradition. All it will take is for the hunting 
tradition to skip one generation, and I'm afraid that will be it. We 
will lose it."  
   The single-shot Davey Crickett rifles, despite sometimes 
playful colors, are the real deal, said Swartzlander. The 2.5-
pound, 30-inch-long bolt-action rifles are modeled specifically to 
be proportionate to the body of a child of, say, 10 or a little 
under. They are equipped with an internal lock so that they 
cannot be fired until the lock has been disengaged, presumably by 
an adult, Jacobs said.  
   Jacobs said the effort behind both businesses is to teach the 
coming generations not to fear firearms and teach them how to 
use them responsibly.  
   Carlisle residents Matt and Traci Brody, 35 and 34 
respectively, and their sons Ryan, 4, and Justin, 13 months, were 
lunching at Wegmans in Silver Spring Township on Friday when 
they were asked what they thought of Jacob's book series, and of 
the idea of rifles designed for kids.  
   Both said they thought books that would teach children safety 
and responsibility for hunting and for using weapons generally 
was a good thing.  
  Jacobs said people who fear guns -- and by extension do not 
approve of hunting -- are missing some information.  
   "If they have never been around guns, they think they are evil,'' 
he said. "A gun is a tool. It's not good or evil. They are safe if 
used responsibly."  

http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2009/02/auth
or_pens_books_to_educate_k.html 
 

09-02-13  Holster that zapper 
   RCMP Commissioner William Elliott revealed yesterday 
-- and not a moment too soon -- that the force has adopted 
new regulations on the use of Tasers. It is a welcome, if 
unnecessarily tardy, development that should reduce the 
abuse of the practical but overused police weapon. 
   Appearing before the Commons committee on public 
safety, Mr. Elliott said officers are now being told Tasers 
can cause death when used on "acutely agitated" suspects, 
should not be used repeatedly or on "continuous cycling" 
and should not be used on "resistant" individuals except in 
extreme circumstances. 
    Officers must immediately report each time the Taser is 
drawn, even if it is not used; every case must be reviewed 
by superiors in Ottawa, and each instance must be sent to 
the Commission for Public Complaints Against the RCMP 
to produce quarterly and annual reports. 
     "We've now made it very clear that the only time the 
use of a Taser can be justified is where there is a threat, 
either to our officers or to members of the public," he said. 

     That's nice to hear, but it has to be asked why it took the 
force so long to come around to the obvious conclusion. 
Tasers can fire an electric jolt of up to 50,000 volts. 
Although the company insists they are not lethal, at least 
20 Canadians have died after being zapped, and their use 
has grown alarmingly among police. Documents obtained 
by Canwest News Service found RCMP use grew to 1,414 
incidents in 2007, up from 1,119 in 2006 and just 597 in 
2005. 
    It may be a coincidence that Mr. Elliott unveiled the 
changes in RCMP policy as an inquiry continues to reveal 
disturbing details about the death of Robert Dziekanski, 
the Polish man who died after being Tasered by RCMP 
officers at Vancouver International Airport. 
   The inquiry, under commissioner Thomas Braidwood, 
has uncovered one miscue after another. Mr. Dziekanski 
spent 10 hours in the airport after a 24-hour journey from 
Poland, growing increasingly agitated as he sought to meet 
up with his mother, until a final confrontation with four 
RCMP officers in which he was Tasered five times. 
   Witnesses have testified of numerous opportunities to 
avert the tragedy, each of which was rejected in turn. An 
airport employee who spoke Polish and offered to translate 
was ignored. An emergency response team was just a few 
metres away, but wasn't called, and supervisors won't say 
why. An airline employee testified that she finally called 
911 because Mr. Dziekanski was getting increasingly upset 
and "no one was coming to help." 
     All this goes beyond the use of Tasers, but typifies a 
situation in which their use was becoming a convenient 
fallback for police seeking a quick end to unpleasant 
situations. 
   Tasers have been deployed against an 82-year-old heart 
patient lying in his hospital bed, a mentally ill teenager in a 
north-ern Ontario jail and a 68-year-old Kelowna, B. C., 
man following an argument over a parking ticket. 
    Mr. Elliott said the RCMP now stresses the weapon 
should be used only in "reasonable" circumstances, in 
which the danger is great enough that the only alternative 
would be the use of a firearm. Police forces across Canada, 
which have been similarly slow to acknowledge their 
danger, should take their cue from the Mounties and make 
the use of Tasers once again a rarity. 
http://www.nationalpost.com/opinion/story.html?id=12857
08 

 
09-02-13  In response: Uncased guns won't cause harm 
     Rep. Tony Cornish, R-Good Thunder 
     The state Sheriff’s Association doesn’t support the 
uncased gun bill. So what? Remember this? “If we allow 
conceal and carry, ‘Road rage will turn into assaults!’ 
‘Domestics will turn deadly!’ ‘There’ll be more suicides!” 
The Minnesota Sheriffs’ Association “cried wolf,” but 
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good legislation was passed, no one was hurt and more 
freedom for our citizens occurred. Now sheriffs repeat the 
mistake with their hype about the uncased gun proposal. 
      The Free Press editorial was also wrong. Quote: “Deer 
hunters can either bring extra cases or quickly unload and 
break down their guns, which allows them to legally 
transport them in a vehicle.” But, breaking down firearms 
does not make them legal for transport. The Free Press’ 
“rush to judgment” clouded its fact-finding. 
      The chief law enforcement administrators of the 
existing uncased gun states told me that someone who is 
inclined to violate the law is going to do it regardless of 
the case. They are two separate actions. It’s disrespectful 
to think that allowing our hunters the option of going 
uncased will turn them into violators. Those officials also 
told me they do not believe there is an officer safety issue 
nor have they had a problem that they can remember. 
      The DNR report was a joke. It compared our “unloaded 
cased gun state” to a loaded state. I examined every 
accident in the DNR report. They were caused by stupidity 
or carelessness with a loaded gun. My proposal is for an 
unloaded gun. 
        Meanwhile, 300 plus citations, costing our hunters 
thousands of dollars, were written last year, for something 
that is legal in two of our neighboring states. 
http://www.mankatofreepress.com/letters/local_story_044
172613.html 
 

09-02-13 Fairbanks 14-year-old arrested after taking 
gun to school 
   FAIRBANKS — Fairbanks police arrested a 14-year-old 
for bringing a gun to school Thursday afternoon. 
    Officials at Randy Smith Middle School found the gun 
after conducting an investigation into what police have 
labeled “gang-related graffiti” in a bathroom. Interviews 
with other students led them to the 14-year-old, and when 
they searched his locker, they found an unloaded handgun 
and ammunition. The boy was not identified because of his 
age. 
   “We’re very thankful that a student took the step to go to 
administrators and say that something might be going on,” 
said Wayne Gerke, the assistant superintendent for the 
Fairbanks North Star Borough School District. 
    Gerke said that he was not aware that police considered 
the graffiti to be gang-related. 
After the gun was found around 3:45 p.m., the school was 
put in lockdown for a few minutes, and police were called 
to the school and the teen was arrested and transported to 
the Fairbanks Youth Facility. A charge of second-degree 
weapons misconduct has been forwarded to the district 
attorney’s office, Sgt. Jeromey Lindhag said. 

    Lindhag noted that the teen did not make any threats to 
anyone before the gun was found. It was unclear why the 
firearm had been brought to the school. 
    Gerke did not go into specifics, but said that 
“preliminary disciplinary action” has been taken against 
the 14-year-old. Federal law requires that any student who 
brings a firearm onto school grounds be banned from the 
school for one calendar year. 
http://www.newsminer.com/news/2009/feb/13/fairbanks-
14-year-old-arrested-after-taking-gun-sc/ 
 

09-02-12   Police: Teen stole gun from stepfather's 
home 
  An 18-year-old man was arrested Monday in connection 
with a November burglary at his stepfather's Mt. Pleasant 
Township home in which a gun was stolen.  
  Anthony Michael Cooke is accused by Mt. Pleasant 
police of burglarizing the home of Mark Cowden at 36 
Woodland Road Nov. 7.  
   A second man, John Davis Manning, 18, of Hickory, was 
arrested several days after the reported burglary.  
   Police said Cooke originally told them that they intended 
to rob a drug dealer identified only as "D."  
  Cooke also reportedly gave false information about 
Manning's involvement in the burglary.  
   Last month, Manning passed a polygraph test. He said 
that he, Cooke and a third person were going to rob the 
dealer. He was to meet Cooke at his home. When Manning 
arrived, Cooke was carrying the gun in his waist band.  
   Manning said the gun was traded for drugs. The weapon 
was recovered by police in McKeesport during a narcotics 
investigation.  
   Cooke was arraigned before District Judge Valarie 
Costanzo on charges of robbery, criminal conspiracy, false 
reports, false swearing and carrying an unlicensed firearm. 
He was placed in Washington County Jail on $10,000 
bond.  
   Manning, who is free on $10,000 unsecured bond, is 
awaiting a preliminary hearing this month on the burglary 
and theft charges.  
   Police may file charges against a third suspect. 
http://www.observer-reporter.com/OR/Story/02-12-mt--
pleasant-arrests 
 

09-02-12   Teen jailed in Donora violence 
  A Monessen teen is facing allegations he shot up a house 
where a competing gang member was living in Donora.  
  James S. Womack, 17, of 1598 Summit Ave., is being 
held on $250,000 bond in the case linked to ongoing street 
violence in Donora and Monessen, court records show.  
Donora police arrested Womack Tuesday, accusing him 
and another man of firing 20 shots Jan. 24 into a house at 
466 Third St. occupied by John Duchi.  
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  A week later, Duchi, 20, was arrested in Monessen for 
attempted homicide and related charges in connection with 
a shooting rampage Jan. 20 in that city. Two men were 
wounded when witnesses said Duchi and Greg J. Moon, 
19, also of Donora, opened fire in retaliation for the 
victims' cooperating with police in a burglary case.  
    Monessen officials have asked the FBI and district 
attorneys in Washington and Westmoreland counties to 
help them quell the ongoing violence.  
   Five people escaped injury while inside Duchi's 
residence when it was struck by bullets about 4:21 a.m. 
They were identified in court records as Theresa Ward, 
Brian Thomas, Jamie and Deaubre Lightfoot and Mike 
Chaney. 
  Police arrested Taunese Chalan Brown, 27, of Monessen, 
at the scene after they said she was found hiding in an 
alley beside a handgun. She is free on $35,000 bond, 
charged with prowling and loitering.  
   A co-conspirator, Delaney Huggins, is at large. Huggins 
is also fired into the house, police stated in the criminal 
complaint.  
   Womack is charged with aggravated assault, reckless 
endangerment, two firearms violations, propulsion of 
missiles, possessing an instrument of a crime, criminal 
conspiracy and disorderly conduct. He is in Washington 
County Jail following arraignment before District Judge 
Mark Wilson. 
http://www.observer-reporter.com/OR/Story/02-12-
Donora-Gang-Violence 
 

09-02-11  Lawman shoots himself in the hand at City 
Hall 
   A veteran city police officer was wounded Tuesday 
afternoon when his gun accidentally went off while he was 
cleaning it in the basement of city police headquarters at 
the back of City Hall, city police Capt. Raymond O. Kontz 
III said. 
   The officer, whose identity was not released, suffered a 
gunshot wound to his left hand about 3:20 p.m., Kontz 
said. 
   No one else was injured. 
   The weapon went off in a room that police specifically 
use to clean their guns, Kontz said, adding that the public 
does not have access to the room. 
    Other officers came to their injured colleague's aid, 
taking steps immediately to control the bleeding from the 
wound, Kontz said, which he termed as non-life 
threatening. 
   An ambulance was dispatched to police headquarters, but 
police decided to transport the officer to Williamsport 
Hospital in a cruiser. The officer was undergoing surgery 
Tuesday night and was expected to be admitted, Kontz 

said.  A city police agent has been assigned to investigate 
the incident. 
http://www.sungazette.com/page/content.detail/id/522588.
html?nav=5011 
 

09-02-07  Targeting the 'worst criminals' 
    Career criminals with histories involving guns, drugs or 
violence are being served notice that if caught with a 
weapon, they could be looking at some hefty time behind 
bars with no shot at parole.  
   Aaron Lamont Williams, 43, formerly of Washington, 
pleaded guilty Friday to felony possession of firearms. He 
is facing a minimum of 15 years in a federal prison, said 
Special Agent John Hageman, congressional and media 
liaison for the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives Philadelphia field office.  
   Williams, who entered the plea before U.S. District 
Judge Joy Flowers Conti in Pittsburgh, will be sentenced 
June 12.  
   Williams is the fifth person associated with the county to 
be charged as part of an initiative between federal, state 
and local law enforcement to get career criminals off the 
street.  
    "Many of these cases are brought to federal court by the 
ATF-PSP firearms trafficking task force," Hageman said 
Friday. "We are the only state to have a state police trooper 
assigned to every ATF office that not only works on 
Project Safe Neighborhoods but also conducts 
investigations at the federal level attacking firearms 
trafficking and violence. We are trying to get the worst 
criminals off the street."  
     PSN is a national initiative aimed at reducing violent 
crime through targeting crimes involving guns, drugs and 
gangs.  
   Hageman said those convicted of federal drug charges as 
career criminals are looking at significant time.  
    "There is no parole in the federal system," Hageman 
said. "You might get some credit for good time, but it is 
usually not that significant."  
    Williams was arrested last April after several handguns 
and rifles, in addition to a half-ounce of cocaine, were 
found in his home.  
   Assistant District Attorney Joshua Carroll, who 
coordinates the Project Safe Neighborhoods program in the 
county, said Williams met the criteria of having multiple 
offenses involving guns, crimes of violence and drugs.  
    "Aaron was no stranger to the system," Carroll said.  
   At the time of his arrest, Williams was awaiting trial on 
charges of aggravated assault and reckless endangerment 
for allegedly shooting a West Alexander man 
   Carroll said he often works with federal authorities on 
cases in which the offender is likely to get more jail time 
than if prosecuted at the state level.  
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   "It has been a great program," Carroll said of PSN. "It 
absolutely sends a message that some of them would be 
looking at more time at the federal level. We have been 
able to use it as incentive at the state level to plea here or 
go to the feds.  
   "Going to a federal prison can be scary for some of these 
offenders," Carroll said. "There are no federal prisons 
around here. They could end up in Connecticut, Iowa, 
Texas or California."  
    Hageman said it is important to note that without the 
cooperation of the local DAs, these cases wouldn't make it 
federal court.  
    Already serving sentences in federal prison for crimes 
involving guns are Deion Lamont Wilson, Dirk Barfield 
Sr., Antonio Wright and Vandell Page.  
    Wilson, 36, formerly of Wilkinsburg, was sentenced to 
26 1/2 years in prison on a charge of possession of a 
firearm carried by a convicted felon. He was found in a 
Canton     Township motel room with an ounce of crack 
along with a 9mm Taurus pistol. One of the qualifying 
convictions considered at sentencing was an aggravated 
assault on a pregnant woman.  
   Barfield, 45, a convicted felon formerly of North 
Franklin Township, is serving a 15-year sentence after he 
was found with two handguns. Federal laws bar convicted 
felons from possessing firearms.  
   Barfield pleaded guilty to conspiracy to commit robbery 
in connection with the double homicide of Fred Brilla, 50, 
of Canonsburg, and Martin Brahler, 40, of Venetia, at the 
former Price's Tavern, North Strabane Township. Gerald 
Gregg of Canton Township was acquitted of homicide in 
the murders. Carl "Tony" Cohen also pleaded guilty to 
conspiracy to commit robbery in the murders.  
    Wright, 39, formerly of Canonsburg, was sentenced to 
15 years, 8 months. He assaulted a Washington police 
officer and pointed a gun at the head of another officer as 
they tried to take him into custody in 2006 for firing shots 
at another man.  
    Wright, who was then taken to a Pittsburgh hospital for 
treatment of injuries suffered in  his scuffle with police, 
tried to escape from state police custody. Two troopers 
were injured.  
  Page, 29, formerly of Washington, was sentenced on 
federal gun charges after waving a gun inside a South 
Fayette Township bar. He also was not allowed to carry a 
gun as a convicted felon. 
http://www.observer-reporter.com/OR/Story/02-07federal-
sentencing 
 

09-02-06  Wasilla man gets 8 years on weapons charge 
   ANCHORAGE, Alaska -- A 36-year-old Wasilla man 
will serve eight years in a federal prison after being 
convicted of being in possession of a stolen firearm. 

    Andrew Swaney was sentenced in U.S. District Court in 
Anchorage. 
    The U.S. Attorney's office says Swaney and a co-
defendant broke into a Wasilla pawn shop and took a 
Ruger .22 caliber semiautomatic firearm and other items. 
http://www.newsminer.com/news/2009/feb/06/wasilla-
man-gets-8-years-weapons-charge/ 
http://www.pennlive.com/patriotnews/stories/index.ssf?/base/sports/123
035191123220.xml&coll=1 

 

Founding Fathers Intent: 
"Liberty must at all hazards be supported.  We have a right to it, 
derived from our Maker.  But if we had not, our fathers have 
earned and bought it for us, at the expense of their ease, their 
estates, their pleasure, and their blood." -- John Adams (A 

Dissertation on the Canon and Feudal Law, 1765) 

Reference: The Revolutionary Writings of John Adams, 
Thompson, ed. (28) 


