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***CRITICAL LEGISLATIVE ACTION ALERT***

Issue: Concurrence Vote – House – Floor
Action –House Bill 1926 (as amended with
Castle Doctrine)

On Monday November 15, Castle Doctrine (HB
1926) might be voted on or allowed to die. Pro-self
defense legislators are asking Pennsylvanians to
quickly deluge the Pennsylvania State House with
phone calls and e-mails and visits in support of Castle
Doctrine.

You can get your State House Members email
address and phone numbers at the end of this message
and even more information at the ACSL
www.acslpa.org or FOAC www.foac-pac.org
websites. If you are not sure of your STATE House
Members name, you can use this website
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/ to find it. (If these links
don't work, you need to copy and past them onto your
browser)

**Please email them before Monday morning and
phone in or visit on Monday morning.

On Monday (November 15) House leadership will
decide if Castle will be reconsidered or allowed to die
when the session ends.

**Didn't Castle Doctrine already pass in
Harrisburg?

Yes, Castle Doctrine passed both the State House
and Senate and would have been on Rendell's desk for
signature BEFORE the election. However, at the last
minute, an NRA employee fell for a trick.
Southeastern Pennsylvania Senate Republican
leadership convinced the NRA employee to overrule
grass roots strategy and run Castle in the Senate as an
amendment to another bill (HB 1926) - rather than run
it exactly as it passed the House. 42 self-defense
volunteer activists were present in the Senate that day
and lobbied from 8:30 am until 8:30 pm. Trustworthy
legislators and staffers warned us that the NRA
employee was considering falling for a trick – that
House leadership did not plan to reconvene - thus
killing Castle. We passed these warnings to the NRA
employee, but he went for the trick anyway.

When House leadership formally announced that
they would NOT reconvene (and thus kill
Castle), these activists got angry at the NRA. The
NRA countered by claiming that the activists were
second guessing the NRA liaison – even though these
42 activists were ‘actually’ present and all of them
watched the (ACSL, PSA) call the shots correctly in
real time.

If you act quickly, you can help us fix the mistake
of the NRA employee and get you the protections of



Page 2

Castle Doctrine-civilian and law enforcement alike.
Emails, phone calls and personal visits on Monday are
critical to getting Castle back on track while there is
still time. We will also be in the Capitol building
at the South entrance at noon Monday (Nov. 15) to
rally activists to lobby legislators in support of (HB
1926) and a concurrence vote on it.

We thank you in advance for your help with this critical
and time sensitive step forward for our Freedoms and we will do
our BEST to keep you informed on the developments ahead!

Respectfully,

Kim Stolfer Harry
Schneider
Legislative Committee, Chairman Legislative
Committee, Chairman
Allegheny County Sportsmen's League Pennsylvania
Sportsmen's Association
E-Mail -- activist@fyi.net

psa@pagunlaws.com
Website -- www.acslpa.org

Members of the House below are arranged
by specific groups i.e. Last name, party of
registration, District represented, etc. (Please
focus on ‘your own legislator’ and Pro-gun
House members once again) and their e-mail
addresses are next to their names as well as
their Harrisburg phone numbers:

**Representatives listed below voted
FOR Castle Doctrine in House:

District First Name Last Name E-Mail
Address Party H-Burg-Phone
71 Bryan Barbin

bbarbin@pahouse.net D (717) 7831491
107 Robert E. Belfanti

rbelfant@pahouse.net D (717) 7875780
170 Brendan F. Boyle

bboyle@pahouse.netD (717)
7873055
70 Matthew Bradford

mbradford@pahouse.net D (717) 7722572
133 Joseph F. Brennan

jbrennan@pahouse.net D (717) 7729902
72 Frank Burns

fburns@pahouse.net D (717)
7728056
103 Ronald I. Buxton

rbuxton@pahouse.net D (717) 7839342
127 Thomas R. Caltagirone

tcaltagi@pahouse.net D (717) 7873525

118 Mike Carroll
mcarroll@pahouse.net D

56 James E. Casorio
jcasorio@pahouse.net D

77 H. Scott Conklin
sconklin@pahouse.net D

21 Dom Costa
dcosta@pahouse.net D (717)

7839114
34 Paul Costa

pcosta@pahouse.net D (717)
7831914
154 Lawrence Curry

lcurry@pahouse.net D (717)
7831079
49 Peter J. Daley

pdaley@pahouse.netD (717)
7839333
27 Daniel Deasy

ddeasy@pahouse.net D
32 Tony DeLuca

tdeluca@pahouse.net D
95 Eugene DePasquale

edepasqu@pahouse.net D
33 Frank Dermody

fdermody@pahouse.net D
50 H. William DeWeese

wdeweese@pahouse.net D
116 Todd A. Eachus

teachus@pahouse.net D
2 Florindo J. Fabrizio

ffabrizi@pahouse.net D
74 Camille "Bud" George

cgeorge@pahouse.net D
35 Marc J. Gergely

mgergely@pahouse.net D
10 Jaret Gibbons

jgibbons@pahouse.net D
123 Neal P. Goodman

ngoodman@pahouse.net D
137 Richard Grucela

rgrucela@pahouse.net D
73 Gary Haluska

ghaluska@pahouse.net D
76 Michael K. Hanna

mhanna@pahouse.net D
58 R. Ted Harhai

tharhai@pahouse.net D
183 Julie Harhart

jharhart@pahousegop.com D
1 Patrick J Harkins

pharkins@pahouse.net D
13 Tom Houghton

thoughton@pahouse.net D
130 David R. Kessler

dkessler@pahouse.net R
38 Bill Kortz

bkortz@pahouse.net D (717)
7878175
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45 Nick Kotik
nkotik@pahouse.net D (717)

7833780
52 Deberah Kula

dkula@pahouse.net D (717)
7721858
7 Mark Longietti

mlongiet@pahouse.net D (717) 7724035
51 Tim Mahoney

tmahoney@pahouse.net D (717) 7722174
25 Joseph F. Markosek

jmarkose@pahouse.net D (717) 7831012
16 Robert Matzie

rmatzie@pahouse.net D (717) 7874444
122 Keith R. McCall

kmccall@pahouse.net D (717) 7831375
83 Richard Mirabito

rmirabito@pahouse.net D (717) 7721314
113 Kevin Murphy

kmurphy@pahouse.net D (717) 7878981
54 John E. Pallone

jpallone@pahouse.net D (717) 7831819
121 Eddie Day Pashinski

epashins@pahouse.net D (717) 7830686
55 Joseph A. Petrarca

jpetrarc@pahouse.net D (717) 7875142
20 Adam Ravenstahl

aravenstahl@pahouse.net D (717) 7875470
36 Harry A. Readshaw

hreadsha@pahouse.net D (717) 7830411
9 Chris Sainato

csainato@pahouse.net D (717) 7722436
126 Dante Santoni

dsantoni@pahouse.net D (717) 7833290
125 Tim Seip

tseip@pahouse.net D (717)
7725771
153 Josh Shapiro

jshapiro@pahouse.net D (717) 7837619
189 John Siptroth

jsiptrot@pahouse.net D (717) 7876492
112 Ken Smith

ksmith@pahouse.netD (717)
7831359
42 Matthew Smith

mhsmith@pahouse.net D (717) 7831850
48 Timothy Solobay

tsolobay@pahouse.net D (717) 7871188
115 Edward G. Staback

estaback@pahouse.net D (717) 7835043
96 P. Michael Sturla

msturla@pahouse.net D (717) 7873555
22 Chelsa Wagner

cwagner@pahouse.net D (717) 7831582
114 Jim Wansacz

jwansacz@pahouse.net D (717) 7876194
19 Jake Wheatley

jwheatley@pahouse.net D (717) 7833783

46 Jesse White
jwhite@pahouse.net D (717)

7836437
119 John T. Yudichak

jyudicha@pahouse.net D
165 William F. Adolph

wadolph@pahousegop.com R
68 Matthew E. Baker

mbaker@pahousegop.com R
160 Stephen Barrar

sbarrar@pahousegop.com R
97 John C. Bear

jbear@pahousegop.com R
171 Kerry A. Benninghoff

kbenning@pahousegop.com R
131 Karen Beyer

kbeyer@pahousegop.com R
117 Karen Boback

kboback@pahousegop.com R
43 Scott W. Boyd

sboyd@pahousegop.com R
17 Michele Brooks

mbrooks@pahousegop.com R
67 Martin T. Causer

mcauser@pahousegop.com R
15 Jim Christiana

jchristi@pahousegop.com R
145 Paul I. Clymer

pclymer@pahousegop.com R
129 Jim Cox

jcox@pahousegop.com R
37 Thomas C. Creighton

tcreight@pahousegop.com R
100 Bryan Cutler

bcutler@pahousegop.com R
187 Gary Day

gday@pahousegop.com R
88 Sheryl Delozier

sdelozie@pahousegop.com R
99 Gordon Denlinger

gdenling@pahousegop.com R
18 Gene DiGirolamo

gdigirol@pahousegop.com R
11 Brian L. Ellis

bellis@pahousegop.com R
5 John R. Evans

jevans@pahousegop.com R
84 Garth D Everett

geverett@pahousegop.com R
85 Russ H Fairchild

rfairchi@pahousegop.com R
142 Frank A Farry

Ffarry@pahousegop.com R
81 Mike Fleck

mfleck@pahousegop.com R
199 Will Gabig

wgabig@pahousegop.com R
75 Matt Gabler

mgabler@pahousegop.com R
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79 Richard A. Geist
rgeist@pahousegop.com R (717) 7876419

47 Keith J. Gillespie
kgillesp@pahousegop.com R (717) 7057167

101 Mauree A. Gingrich
mgingric@pahousegop.com R (717) 7831815

53 Robert W. Godshall
rgodshal@pahousegop.com R (717) 7836428

87 Glen R. Grell
ggrell@pahousegop.com R (717) 7832063

196 Seth M Grove
sgrove@pahousegop.com R (717) 7832655

138 Marcia M. Hahn
mhahn@pahousegop.com R (717) 7838573

61 Kate Harper
kharper@pahousegop.com R (717) 7872801

82 C. Adam Harris
aharris@pahousegop.com R (717) 7837830

104 Susan C. "Sue" Helm
shelm@pahousegop.com R (717) 7871230

26 Tim Hennessey
thenness@pahousegop.com R (717) 7873431

78 Dick L. Hess
dhess@pahousegop.com R (717) 7877076

98 David S. Hickernell
dhickern@pahousegop.com R (717) 7832076

64 Scott E. Hutchinson
shutchin@pahousegop.com R (717) 7838188

89 Rob Kauffman
rkauffma@pahousegop.com R (717) 7052004

86 Mark K. Keller
mkeller@pahousegop.com R (717) 7831593

168 Tom H. Killion
tkillion@pahousegop.com R (717) 7720855

124 Jerry Knowles
jknowles@pahousegop.com R (717) 7879029

57 Tim Krieger
tkrieger@pahousegop.com R (717) 2606146

40 John A. Maher
jmaher@pahousegop.com R (717) 7831522

111 Sandra Major
smajor@pahousegop.com R (717) 7832910

14 Jim Marshall
Jmarshall@pahousegop.com R (717) 2606432

105 Ronald S. Marsico
rmarsico@pahousegop.com R (717) 7832014

12 Daryl Metcalfe
dmetcalf@pahousegop.com R (717) 7831707

69 Carl Metzgar
cmetzgar@pahousegop.com R (717) 7838756

162 Nick Miccarelli
NickMicc@pahousegop.com R (717) 7873472

163 Nicholas A. Micozzie
nmicozzi@pahousegop.com R (717) 7838808

109 David R Millard
dmillard@pahousegop.com R (717) 7831102

93 Ron Miller
rmiller@pahousegop.com R (717) 7838389

167 Duane Milne
dmilne@pahousegop.com R (717) 7878579

91 Dan Moul
dmoul@pahousegop.com R

152 Thomas P Murt
tmurt@pahousegop.com R

44 T. Mark Mustio
mmustio@pahousegop.com R

63 Donna Oberlander
doberlan@pahousegop.com R

29 Bernard T. O'Neill
boneill@pahousegop.com R

106 John D. Payne
jpayne@pahousegop.com R

139 Michael Peifer
mpeifer@pahousegop.com R

92 Scott Perry
sperry@pahousegop.com R

178 Scott A. Petri
spetri@pahousegop.com R

108 Merle H. Phillips
mphillip@pahousegop.com R

110 Tina Pickett
tpickett@pahousegop.com R

60 Jeffrey P. Pyle
jpyle@pahousegop.com R

146 Thomas J. Quigley
tquigley@pahousegop.com R

143 Marguerite Quinn
mquinn@pahousegop.com R

65 Kathy L. Rapp
klrapp@pahousegop.com R

62 Dave Reed
dreed@pahousegop.com R

59 Mike Reese
mreese@pahousegop.com R

134 Douglas G. Reichley
dreichle@pahousegop.com R

6 Brad Roae
broae@pahousegop.com R

90 Todd Rock
trock@pahousegop.com R

128 Samuel E. Rohrer
srohrer@pahousegop.com R

158 Chris Ross
cross@pahousegop.com R

94 Stanley E. Saylor
ssaylor@pahousegop.com R

176 Mario M. Scavello
mscavell@pahousegop.com R

155 Curt Schroder
cschrode@pahousegop.com R

66 Samuel H. Smith
shsmith@pahousegop.com R

4 Curtis G. Sonney
csonney@pahousegop.com R

80 Jerry A. Stern
jstern@pahousegop.com R

8 Richard R. Stevenson
rstevens@pahousegop.com R

102 Rosemarie Swanger
rswanger@pahousegop.com R
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193 Will Tallman
wtallman@pahousegop.com R (717) 7838875

177 John J. Taylor
jtaylor@pahousegop.com R (717) 7873179

147 Marcy Toepel
mtoepel@pahousegop.com R (717) 7879501

41 Katie True
ktrue@pahousegop.com R (717) 7057161

28 Michael Turzai
mturzai@pahousegop.com R (717) 7729943

150 Mike Vereb
mvereb@pahousegop.com R (717) 7057164

30 Randy Vulakovich
rvulakov@pahousegop.com R (717) 2606407

144 Katharine M. Watson
kwatson@pahousegop.com R (717) 7875452

**Representatives listed below Voted
AGAINST or were Excused from
voting on CASTLE DOCTRINE:

District First Name Last Name email Party Hbg Phone
140 John T. Galloway

jgallowa@pahouse.net D (717) 7871292
3 John Hornaman

jhornama@pahouse.net D (717) 7722297
200 Cherelle L. Parker

cparker@pahouse.net D (717) 7832178
24 Joseph Preston

jpreston@pahouse.net D (717) 7831017
172 John M. Perzel

jmp@pahousegop.com R (717) 7872016
192 Louise Williams Bishop

lwbishop@pahouse.net D (717) 7232192
149 Tim Briggs

tbriggs@pahouse.net D (717) 7057011
190 Vanessa Brown

vbrown@pahouse.net D (717) 7833822
202 Mark B. Cohen

mcohen@pahouse.net D (717) 7874117
180 Angel Cruz

acruz@pahouse.net D (717)
7871407
185 Robert C. Donatucci

rdonatuc@pahouse.net D (717) 7838634
157 Paul Drucker

pdrucker@pahouse.net D (717) 7052003
203 Dwight Evans

devans@hacd.net D (717)
7831540
23 Dan B. Frankel

dfrankel@pahouse.net D (717) 7051875
136 Robert L. Freeman

rfreeman@pahouse.net D (717) 7833815
148 Michael Gerber

repgerber@pahouse.net D (717) 7879475
186 Kenyatta Johnson

kjohnson@pahouse.net D (717) 7831792

182 Babette Josephs
bjosephs@pahouse.net D

184 William F. Keller
wkeller@pahouse.net D

159 Thaddeus Kirkland
tkirklan@pahouse.net D

161 Bryan R. Lentz
blentz@pahouse.net D (717)

7878574
39 David K. Levdansky

dlevdans@pahouse.net D
194 Kathy M. Manderino

kmanderi@pahouse.net D
132 Jennifer L. Mann

jmann@pahouse.net D (717)
7051869
173 Michael P. McGeehan

mmcgeeha@pahouse.net D
156 Barbara Smith

bsmith@pahouse.net
141 Anthony J. Melio

amelio@pahouse.netD (717)
7873557
120 Phyliss Mundy

pmundy@pahouse.net D
201 John Myers

jmyers@pahouse.netD (717)
7873181
175 Michael H. O'Brien

mobrien@pahouse.net D
195 Frank L. Oliver

foliver@pahouse.netD (717)
7873480
179 Tony J Payton

tpayton@pahouse.net D
188 James R. Roebuck

jroebuck@pahouse.net D
174 John P. Sabatina

jsabatin@pahouse.net D
135 Steve Samuelson

ssamuels@pahouse.net D
31 Steve Santarsiero

ssantarsiero@pahouse.net D
151 Rick Taylor

rtaylor@pahouse.netD (717)
7052048
181 W. Curtis Thomas

cthomas@pahouse.net D
166 Greg S. Vitali

gvitali@pahouse.net D (717)
7877647
191 Ronald G. Waters

rwaters@pahouse.net D
197 Jewell Williams

jwilliam@pahouse.net D
198 Rosita C. Youngblood

ryoungbl@pahouse.net D
169 Dennis M. O'Brien

dobrien@pahousegop.com R
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***Stunning Successes in 2010
Elections

FOAC member’s involvement in this past election paid off in
huge wins for pro-gun candidates throughout Pennsylvania. In
the State House races in particular our (FOAC’s) success rate
was over 85% of the candidates we endorsed were victorious
and a number of these pro-gun candidates beat established anti-
gun incumbents:
 Barbara McIlvane Smith
 Paul Drucker
 David Levdansky
 David Kessler
 Brian Lentz
 Paul Kanjorski
 Chris Carney

The importance of these wins along with the successes in
protecting pro-gun incumbents and in open seats cannot be over
emphasized. In addition the few pro-gun incumbents who did
lose lost to even MORE pro-gun challengers and not ONE lost to
an anti-gun challenger. Cease fire on the other hand had a dismal
record in this election, even more so than in past elections, and
their success rate of 10% was overshadowed by the fact that we
now have a pro-gun Governor, Lt. Governor and an
overwhelming pro-gun House of Representatives.

It is also important to point out that CeaseFire PA pumped
nearly $500,000 (half a million) dollars into this election!! When
you wonder why we ask each of you for some of your time in
these elections please remember the commitment of some in this
country to stealing your rights and freedoms and how much of a
battlefield Pennsylvania has become to the national dialogue over
the 2nd amendment.

Now the hard work begins and we ask each of you to consider
what changes to the PA Gun Laws you believe need made and
forward your suggestions to us.

On behalf of the officers and BOD members of FOAC we,
personally, want to thank each and every one of you who
voted and contributed so much of your time to the defense of
our freedoms!

Stay tuned-CHANGES are coming next year!!!!!!!!

Metcalfe Memo: Rendell's Legacy of
Abuse

October, 29, 2010
Rendell’s ability to increase taxes and fees on Pennsylvania

taxpayers is almost finished! Watching his actions over the last
couple of months could be likened to observing an addict
anticipating withdrawal. He hoped to satisfy his tax and spend
appetite by creating a new tax on the Marcellus Shale natural gas
extraction and increasing other taxes and fees to funnel more
subsidies to mass transit.

Taxpayers can breathe a sigh of relief though, as the clock
seems to have run out, thus halting Rendell’s attempt to get his
last fix for his spend-a-holic ways before he leaves office. The
only scheduled session days left between now and November 30,
2010 are lame duck, which are unaccountable days between an
election and the end of the term of office.

Currently, only the Democrat-controlled Pennsylvania House
of Representatives have scheduled lame duck voting. The
Republican-controlled Senate continues to take the correct stand
in opposing lame duck voting. As long as the Senate refuses to
return until the new session starts, the only legislation that the
Democrat-controlled House can pass and place on the governor’s
desk is legislation that has already been passed by the Senate.
This does not include the Rendell tax and fee hikes.

Rendell leaves a legacy of disregard for the law, the
Constitutions and the people he was elected to serve. The most
recently exposed abuse and misuse of taxpayer resources is the
use of Homeland Security money sent from the Obama
administration through the Rendell administration. It was used to
grant a sole-source, no bid contract to a foreign-connected
company to spy on the activities of Pennsylvania citizens.

On October 30, 2009, the Pennsylvania Office of Homeland
Security (OHS) began receiving “Actionable Intelligence
Bulletins” from the Institute of Terrorism Research and Response
(ITRR). ITRR listed the activities of many law-abiding citizens
as threats.

The 5th Annual Right to Keep and Bear Arms rally and the
2010 Pennsylvania State Capitol Taxpayers’ Protest, both of
which I hosted, were listed by ITRR as moderate threats. A
moderate threat is defined as, “available intelligence and recent
events indicate that hostile elements have the capability to take
action against the target and that such action is within the
adversary's current intent. It is assessed that an attack or action is
likely to be a priority and might well be mounted.”

Through these offensive actions, the Rendell administration
violated our Constitutional rights to free speech, to peaceably
assemble and to petition our government with our grievances.
Hundreds of law-abiding citizens joined me at these two events.

The governor has refused to hold anyone accountable for
these violations. Of course, as the head of the executive branch
he is ultimately responsible.

The Pennsylvania Senate Veterans Affairs and Emergency
Preparedness Committee held two investigative hearings
regarding these abuses. I sent letters to the Pennsylvania
Homeland Security Director, the Pennsylvania Emergency
Management Agency Director and filed “right to know” requests
seeking answers regarding the use of the information provided by
ITRR.

Due to public scrutiny, the Pennsylvania Homeland Security
Director has resigned, but the problem still remains. Our
government is acting like the master, instead of the servant. I will
continue my work to protect taxpayers and our Constitutional
rights.

WI judge rules CCW ban unconstitutional
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor

A county judge in Wisconsin has declared the state's
total ban on concealed carry is unconstitutional, and
he cited the Supreme Court's ruling in McDonald v.
City of Chicago in his opinion.

The McDonald case was brought by the Second
Amendment Foundation and Illinois State Rifle
Association with four Chicago residents. Clark
County, WI, Judge Jon Counsell specifically cited
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Justice Clarence Thomas' concurring opinion
incorporating the Second Amendment to the states
under the privileges and immunities clause.

SAF's attorney, Alan Gura, had presented a spirited
privileges and immunities argument in his brief to the
high court, but four justices on the court ruled on
incorporation under the more common due process
clause, which Gura also presented. An attorney for
the National Rifle Association was allowed to argue
due process during the March oral arguments on the
McDonald case.

In dismissing a concealed carry case against Joshua
D. Schultz, Judge Counsell noted, "this court agrees
with Justice Clarence Thomas's McDonald
concurrence and application of the Fourteenth
Amendment to this matter. In essence, no State shall
abridge the privileges and immunities of citizens of
the United States. As Justice Thomas demonstrates,
the right to keep and bear arms is a fundamental right,
not created by the Second Amendment, but secured or
recognized by it. The right to keep and bear arms is
therefore not to be abridged by any State law."

The significance of the ruling may have been under-
scored by an unlikely source. Paul Helmke, president
of the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence,
issued a blistering statement that called into question
the safety of neighborhoods and police officers.

"The ruling by a Wisconsin trial court judge that the
US Constitution provides a right to carry concealed
weapons in public endangers our communities, puts
law enforcement at risk, and is just plain wrong,"
Helmke stated. "While the US Supreme Court has
decided that the Second Amendment guarantees a
narrow right to possess a handgun in the home for
self-defense, it has also indicated that laws prohibiting
concealed carry have been upheld as constitutional for
more than a century. This ruling shows the danger of
accepting the gun lobby's vision of the Second
Amendment as mandating its any guns, any where, for
anybody agenda. The decision should be reversed on
appeal."

Gene German, the Wisconsin gun rights
examiner, had a decidedly different view. Writing in
his Examiner.com column, German noted that the
state had "taken a giant step" to return to the days
before Wisconsin adopted a ban on concealed carry

"For now this decision applies only to Clark
County," he wrote, "but it is expected to be appealed
to the Wisconsin Supreme court. If upheld, this case
will make all of Wisconsin a Constitutional carry

state. Lawful citizens may then carry weapons either
openly or concealed, subject to a few other
restrictions."

In his ruling, the judge lamented that in neither the
Heller nor the McDonald ruling, the high court did
not state with any certainty "the level of scrutiny that
should be applied to laws that infringe upon a
citizen's Second Amendment rights."

"This court concludes that a strict scrutiny test
should be applied in evaluating the statute in ques-
tion," Counsell wrote.

He said that to pass this scrutiny test, an infringe-
ment must be justified by a compelling government
interest, be narrowly tailored to achieve that interest,
and be the least restrictive means for achieving that
interest. Counsell said this case shows that the law
does not meet that test. The New GUN WEEK, November 15,
2010

SAF sues Holder, FBI over veteran's
NICS check denial
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor

Continuing a legal blitzkrieg against what it
believes are unconstitutional or unjust gun laws,
the Second Amendment Foundation (SAF) has
filed a lawsuit against Attorney General Eric
Holder and the FBI over enforcement of a federal
statute that can deny gun rights to someone with a
simple misdemeanor conviction.
The lawsuit is on behalf of a Georgia resident who

was honorably discharged from the service following
the Vietnam War, where he served a tour with the
Navy. Jefferson Wayne Schrader was 21 years old
when he was found guilty of misdemeanor assault and
battery relating to a fight involving a man who had
previously assaulted him in Annapolis, MD. The
altercation was observed by a police officer, who
arrested Schrader, then an enlisted man in the Navy,
stationed in Annapolis. The man he fought with was
in a street gang that had attacked him for entering
their "territory" according to the complaint.

According to court documents obtained by Gun
Week, in July 1968 Schrader was walking along the
street when he was "violently assaulted and battered"
by the street gang. On or about July 23, while he was
again walking down the street, he encountered one of
his original attackers and a confrontation erupted.
That's when the nearby police officer intervened, the
court papers say.
Schrader is being represented by attorney Alan Gura,
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who successfully argued both the Heller and
McDonald cases before the Supreme Court. The
McDonald case was brought by the Second
Amendment Foundation and Illinois State Rifle
Association.

The suit was filed in US District Court for the
District of Columbia.

Following his 1968 conviction, Schrader was
ordered to pay a $100 fine and $9 court cost. He
subsequently served a tour of duty in Vietnam and
was eventually honorably discharged. However, in
2008 and again in 2009, Schrader was denied the
opportunity to receive a shotgun as a gift, or to
purchase a handgun for personal protection. He was
advised by the FBI to dispose of or surrender any
firearms he might have or face criminal prosecution.

SAF Executive Vice President Alan Gottlieb told
Gun Week that this is "exactly the kind of case" that
needs to be waged in order to push back against gun
laws that have life-long effects on law-abiding
American citizens. The New GUN WEEK, November
15, 2010

Sued for too many crops
DeKalb County, GA, is suing a local farmer for

growing too many vegetables, but he said he will
fight the charges in the ongoing battle neighbors
call "Cabbagegate," WSBTV.com reported.

Fig trees, broccoli and cabbages are among the
many greens that line the soil on Steve Miller's
more than two acres in Clarkston, who said he has
spent 15 years growing crops to give away and sell
at local farmers markets.

"It's a way of life, like it's something in my
blood," said Miller.
In January, Dekalb County code enforcement

officers began ticketing him for growing too
many crops for the zoning and haying
"unpermitted" employees on site

Miller stopped growing vegetables this
summer and the charges were put on hold as
he got the property rezoned.

Two weeks after approval, however, his attorney
said the county began prosecuting the old charges,
saying he was technically in violation before the
rezoning.

"It should go away. I think it borders on
harassment," said Miller's attorney Doug
Dillard.

Miller faces nearly $5,000 in fines, but he

said he plans to fight those citations in
recorders court later this month.

A county spokesperson said officials can't discuss
the matter while it is in court, but neighbors were
quick to come to his defense.

"When he moved here and I found out what
he was doing I said, 'Steve, you're the best thing
that ever happened to Cimarron Drive. And I
still say that," said neighbor Britt Fayssoux. The
New GUN WEEK, November 15, 2010

Men cited in offbeat poaching
From the "Poach Eggs, Not Deer" file comes a

story out of Oregon that is so nutty it must be
true because nobody would ever make up
anything like this.

According to the Oregon State Police, two Elmira
men were cited by Fish & Wildlife officers after
their pickup truck crashed down an embankment,
landing on top of a deer they had illegally shot. It
seems that Zachary Heineman and Thomas
Whittaker allegedly capped the deer while driving
around in the Noti area. And here's where they
entered the Twilight. Zone.

The dead deer fell down a steep embankment, and
both suspects quickly learned they could not pull
the limp critter back up to the road shoulder They
had backed the truck up to the road edge, and after
failing to bring the deer uphill, the driver tried to
move his truck away from the edge.

Can you say "Oops?" The truck rolled
backward, off the road and down the bank,
landing right on top of the dead deer.

Jump ahead to when the cops show up. They start
doing a crash investigation and when Trooper Marc
Boyd went down the bank to check the truck, he
found the deer.

Heineman was cited for aiding in a wildlife
violation and Whittaker was cited for unlawful
taking of a doe, deer during a closed season, and
at night. The New GUN WEEK, November 15, 2010

Droopy drawers vigilante
A Memphis, TN, man is in hot water for using

hot lead to put a chill on the habit of two
neighborhood youths who were allowing their
pants to sag as they walked down the street.

According to published reports from several
different news agencies, Kenneth Bonds, 45, started
yelling at two teens, Cameron Tucker, 17, and Isaac
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Taylor, 16, because their pants were drooping low.
But Bonds carried his chagrin to a higher level
when he produced a pistol and fired a round that hit
Tucker in the rump. The bullet reportedly exited out
of his thigh.

Taylor and Tucker walked past Bonds' place en
route to a candy store, according to various reports.
That's when he yelled at them. On the way back,
Bonds confronted the teens again and fired.

Police are quoted as stating Bonds
acknowledged shooting Tucker when
investigators called him on the telephone. The
shooting actually occurred on Sept. 25, but
Bonds was not arrested until Oct. 2.

But there is a bit more to this case, according
to The Weekly Vice. Bonds yelled profanities at
the teens, who shouted right back, calling him a
"fat ass." They reportedly told him to shut up.
The conversation went downhill from there. The
New GUN WEEK, November 15, 2010

CO Supremes to hear campus gun ban
appeal

The Colorado State Supreme Court has agreed to
hear arguments in the appeal of an appeals court
ruling in April that said the state's preemption statute,
the Concealed Carry Act of 2003, applied to,
university campuses as well as local municipalities.

College campuses typically ban firearms, and the
University of Colorado is no exception, prohibiting
guns on its campuses in Boulder, Colorado Springs
and Denver. According to the Colorado Daily
Camera, university officials are hopeful that the state
high court overturns the State Court of Appeals
ruling that could open up campuses to legal carry of
firearms.

However, on some Colorado college campuses,
guns are legal. The newspaper noted that gun bans
have been lifted on community college campuses and
by Colorado State University in the wake of the April
ruling.

The case was originally brought by Students for
Concealed Carry on Campus, represented by attorney
Jim Manley with the Mountain States Legal
Foundation.

Former Colorado Attorney General Ken Salazar—
currently Interior secretary for the Obama
administration—issued an opinion that the 2003
statute did not apply to college campuses. University
authorities maintain they have autonomy over campus

regulations, the newspaper reported.
Since the April ruling, not only does the state law

appear to hold sway, so also does the Second
Amendment. The June ruling in McDonald v. City
of Chicago—the case brought against the Windy
City by the Second Amendment Foundation and
Illinois State Rifle Association—incorporated the
Second Amendment to the states. The New GUN
WEEK, November 15, 2010

Phoenix city authorities order pro-gun
billboards taken down

The City of Phoenix, AZ, has ordered CBS Outdoors
to remove 50 illuminated bus shelter billboards
promoting firearms safety training for children and
adults in a move that Arizona gun rights activist Alan
Korwin considers an outrage.

In a press release, Korwin noted that "The Phoenix
attorney's office claimed these were public service
announcements, and those are banned."

"It's a bogus excuse," Korwin said, "and they know
full well we're an LLC and not a non-profit. The
commercial sponsors, shooting ranges and trainers on
the website expect to attract customers. The ads are
aimed at parents, so they can teach gun safety and the
values of marksmanship to their kids. We're
promoting a culture of marksmanship, where everyone
learns to shoot and understands gun safety."

Korwin is an author and publisher at Bloomfield
Press, and also manager of the TrainMeAZ campaign,
which is aimed at providing firearms safety training to
Arizona residents. The program is an outgrowth of the
"Constitutional Carry" law, effective in July that frees
all law- abiding adults in Arizona to discreetly carry
firearms without the necessity of a permit or license.

The posters were placed by TrainMeAZ.com and
had been up all over the Phoenix metro area for a
little over one week before the city acted, Korwin
said. He also stated that in a conference call with
Assistant Phoenix City Attorney Ted Mariscal and
CBS Outdoor, the attorney claimed that the billboards
weren't commercial enough, the message was too
vague, and then demanded the message be changed to
his satisfaction.

"When pressed for a definition of what is either
sufficiently commercial or what defines a public
service ad," Korwin asserted, "Mariscal declined to
respond, referring instead to a 12-year-old 9th Circuit
court case concerning a religious group (Children of
the Rosary) and abortion ads. CBS is designing new
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art to please the city, but without guidelines of what's
acceptable, there's no way to predict the result, and the
TrainMeAZ campaign isn't exactly keen on this
approach."

Korwin estimated that TrainMeAZ is losing more
than 800,000 views per day of its billboards as part of
the campaign. A bulletin billboard with a similar
message was still in place on Interstate 17, through
another company. It gets about 135,000 views a day
from passers-by, he said.

"Mariscal has offered to approve some other
advertisements to replace the ones we designed at
great expense and want," Korwin reported. "We'll be
reasonable and look, but we don't exactly want the city
of Phoenix writing our advertisements for us. If
anything is absolutely an affront to free speech and the
First Amendment, there it is on a platter. Who do
these people think they are?" The New GUN WEEK,
November 15, 2010

CA county sued over carry denials
The Calguns Foundation is suing the Ventura County

Sheriff's Department for information about concealed
firearms applications and licenses as part of a project
to generally help people with the permit process,
according to the Ventura County Star.

CalGuns filed the lawsuit in mid-October after the
department refused to release all the records the
group requested under the California Public Records
Act. The suit also names the county and Sheriff Bob
Brooks. The New GUN WEEK, November 15, 2010

Microstamping just one issue if voters focus
on their rights
by Joseph R Tartaro, Executive Editor

This issue of Gun Week goes on the presses exactly
one week before the polls open for the 2010 off-year
elections on Nov. 2.

As I write this column I wonder who's really
running for office. Do the candidates for federal,
state and local offices speak for themselves? Or do
their respective party apparatchiks speak for them?
Or do the people who finance the campaigns with
their contributions actually write the scripts? And
what about the media's role in a year when political
pros and pollsters seem to expect some demon-
stration of the voters discontent?

Various commentators have published or broadcast
lists of which races and which states are likely to hold
the future control of Congress in their hands, but
nobody knows until the voters speak and their ballots
are counted. In many states, absentee and other
ballots have already been cast, but the automated
phone calls, the TV, radio and print advertisements,
and the mailings will continue until the last polling
place closes.

Here in New York state, we have had some
interesting races and campaigning. One unusual
situation is the appearance of both US senatorial races
on the statewide ballot—anti-gun incumbent
Democrats Charles Schumer and Kristen Gillibrand,
he for another full six-year term, she for the unexpired
term of former Sen. Hillary Clinton.

Most polls indicate that these well financed
candidates who have solid support from media in
the state are likely to be winners.

Thereare predictions, however, that the Democrat
majority in the House could lose as many as 10 seats
in New York state, as part of a major sweep by
Republicans in districts all across the country. The
GOP is also expected to gain seats in the US Senate.
However, if they fail to win enough seats to get a
majority, and Sen. Harry Reid (D-NV) loses his races
against Susan Angle, Schumer, one of the most anti-
gun senators of modern times, could become the
Dems new majority leader.

Scary isn't it!
Meanwhile, in the closing days of the campaign,

microstamping has taken center stage in New York,
in the governor's race, in the state attorney general's
race, and in races across the state for seats in the state
Senate and Assembly.

New York gubernatorial candidate Andrew
Cuomo (D) is continuing his assault on the Second
Amendment long after his threatened litigation of the
firearms industry by now supporting microstamping.
Republican candidate Carl Paladino strongly'opposes
microstamping, saying, "Not only will I defend
against further assaults ...
against existing gun-owner rights, but I will look for
opportunities to roll back any existing state law that
infringes upon the right to bear arms."

Eric Schneiderman, the Democrat candidate for
state AG, was the sponsor of microstamping
legislation in the narrowly divided state Senate last
session, and still campaigns statewide on a platform
that is clearly hostile to the rights of gunowners as the
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rights of all citizens to means for self-defense.
Schneiderman pulled the microstamping bill
moments before a failed vote could have been
announced earlier this year, because three Democrat
senators from upstate voted against it, and only one
Republican voted for it. The state Assembly had
previously passed a companion bill.

So while gunowners dodged a microstamping
mandate, and Schneiderman dodged the appearance
of failure, microstamping still lurks in New York's
future, what with the prospect of Cuomo and
Schniederman being elected governor and AG
respectively.

What could prevent microstamping and other anti-
gun legislation from passing in New York is a serious
shift in the makeup of the state's Senate, or Assembly,
by the addition of more pro-gunners, especially in the
state Senate where a shift of just a couple of seats
would change control of that body.

A microstamping bill was passed in California about
three years ago with a projected start date of Jan. 1,
2010, provided that the technology was certified by
the state attorney general, which it never was.
California still does not have a microstamping
requirement. The AG who could certify is currently
Jerry Brown, the Democrat running for governor on
Nov. 2. Whether because he was running for governor,
or because he has no interest in pushing
microstamping, Brown has stayed away from the
issue.

But that's not the case across the country on the
other coast. The Democrat party campaigners in New
York have made anti-gun advocacy, including
microstamping, a campaign pledge in commercials
and other campaign ads. Few if any candidates
themselves are pushing their anti-gun credentials in a
highly volatile election year, with voters across the
country expressing their frustration with the status
quo. In fact, in some cases it has been reported that
while the candidates are not staking out clear
positions on the gun issue and in fact may have voted
pro-gun in the past, the blanket Democrat party ads
have made it a central theme and may even have put
some of these candidates at risk of losing.

Meanwhile, in Oklahoma, the microstamping issue
has surfaced in a curious way.

Earlier this year, in July, Rep. Dan Boren (D-OK)
introduced federal legislation calling for a study on
the microstamping issue. Now gunowners and gun
control supporters,have been in a shootout over the

issue for a long time, but the bill mandating a study
could produce friendly fire wounds. So toxic is the
microstamping question that even a new federally
financed and mandated study supported by both the
National Rifle Association (NRA) and the National
Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF) is viewed with
alarm, by some gunowners.

I am convinced that Rep. Boren, the NRA and
NSSF believe that a federal study that has the
potential for driving a stake through the heart of the
microstamping vampire. However, some gunowners
may worry that the study could hasten the expansion
of the microstamping threat.

There's are reasons why pro-gunners have supported
the Boren bill (HR-5667). Studies to date uniformly
find the microstamping scheme unreliable.

Tulsa's News, on 6 station pursued the issue,
seeking comments on the subject.

"Yeah, it would be nice to have the ability for law
enforcement to find the bad guys. Bad guys probably
aren't going to use those weapons," said Medlock
firearms manager Brad Wells, according to the TV
station.

"If you are a criminal, why would you use a firearm
that could come back to you? Guns that are used in
crimes are stolen firearms," Wells said.

"Wells says just because the casing is traced back to
the gun, doesn't mean it's traced back to the criminal.
And revolvers don't eject bullet cartridges," according
to the TV station.

For those who have come lately to the
microstamping debate, let's note that microstamping
is a patented process that claims to laser engrave a
firearm's make, model and serial number on the tip of
the gun's firing pin so that, in theory, it imprints the
information on discharged cartridge cases.

NRA, NSSF and other pro-gun groups, including
major law enforcement organizations, are opposed to
the unproven and unreliable concept of
microstamping and research supports them.

Professor George Krivosta, writing for the scholarly
journal for forensic firearms examiners, two
University of California at Davis studies and one by
the National Academy of Sciences have concluded
that microstamping is easily defeated by criminals,
flawed, unreliable and must be studied further before
any legislature even begins to consider mandating
microstamping.

But politics seems insensitive to real, down to earth
issues and debate. There are a lot of reasons to vote
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your gun rights this year Opposition to candidates that
support microstamping is just one among many
reasons that everyone should get out and vote. The
New GUN WEEK, November 15, 2010

WA open carry case resolved with
`diversion agreement'

A controversial case involving a Vancouver, WA,
man who was charged in an open carry incident on
March 19 has been resolved through a one-year
"diversion agreement" that will result in a clean slate
for Kurk Kirby, the man in question.

Kirby was cited for unlawfully carrying a weapon
when he was confronted by police outside a
supermarket. He had apparently been at a tanning
salon in a mall where the store is located, and when he
came outside it was warm and he removed his jacket,
revealing a Springfield semi-automatic pistol.

The 27-year-old Kirby will pay a $485 fine, take a
gun safety course sometime during the next year, and
if he does not break the law, the charge will be
dismissed, according to the Vancouver Columbian
newspaper.

Kirby's case became a cause among open carry
advocates across the country, and particularly in the
Pacific Northwest where the movement is very active.
Word of the settlement was greeted with mixed
reaction from open carry activists on the
OpenCarry.org forum.

A trial date of Oct. 28 had been set, but Kirby and
his attorney decided to take the agreement in the wake
of another open carry trial in the same county that
resulted in a conviction about 10 days before his
agreement was announced. In that case, decided Sept.
30, Joshua R. Watson was convicted in an open carry
incident dating back to December 2008.

Open carry has been affirmed as legal in
Washington state by at least two different appeals
court rulings in recent years. However, a state statute
provides that charges could be filed against someone
for carrying or displaying a weapon in a manner that
would cause alarm in another person. Gun rights
advocates indicate they may seek a change or repeal
of that language when the legislature convenes in
January because of the apparent conflict with court
rulings that recognize open carry as legal and
constitutionally protected. The New GUN WEEK,
November 15, 2010

More TX women now packing guns

Looks like the number of women arming themselves
for personal protection in Texas is up, according to the
state Department of Public Safety, with some 31,000
women now licensed to carry concealed handguns in
the state.

According to KLTV, that figure is up 40% from
the previous high in 1995.

Instructors who teach the concealed handgun classes
in Texas told the station that women aren't alone in the
classroom. They have plenty of company, thanks in
large part to the gun control lobby. Their policies have
convinced people to buy guns.

Authorities in Tyler, for example, reported that last
year saw a sharp spike in the number of licenses
issued to local residents. In 2009, there were 770
permits issued. The New GUN WEEK, November 15,
2010

Appeal to follow dismissal of states' rights
suit
A federal judge in Missoula, MT, has dismissed a

lawsuit by gun rights advocates and states seeking
freedom from federal gun laws, a move that the
advocates promised to appeal.

The decision on Sept. 29 from US District Judge
Donald Molloy was expected since his magistrate a
month ago recommended tossing out the lawsuit
because Congress has the authority to regulate
firearms with its constitutional power to regulate
interstate commerce, according to Associated Press.

Molloy sided with the Department of Justice, which
argued Congress' ability to regulate guns and other
items through the "commerce clause" of the US
Constitution had long ago been decided in courts.

The lawsuit involving Montana, Utah, Alabama,
Idaho, South Carolina, South Dakota, Wyoming and
West Virginia, states that say they should control
the sale of guns made, sold and kept inside their
borders.

The issue was launched last year with "firearm
freedoms act" laws backed by the Montana
Shooting Sports Association (MSSA) first in
Montana, and then in other states. MSSA led the
court battle.
"We've believed all along that the federal District

Court cannot grant the relief we request, said Gary
Marbut, MSSA president, said in a statement. "Only
the US Supreme Court can do that." The New GUN
WEEK, November 1, 2010
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Senate, House bills filed to clear sale of S.
Korean guns

Legislation to lift the US State Department's blockade on the sale of
some 100,000 or more World War II and Korean War era Garand rifles
and Ml Carbines to the US market by the South Korean government
has been filed in both houses of Congress.

Sen. Jon Tester (D-MT), with Sen. Max Baucus (D-MT) as co-
sponsor, has announced introduction of legislation to allow American-
made guns that were given or sold to a foreign government to be re-
imported and sold in the US.

Tester's bill, the Collectible Firearms Protection Act, came just days
after he and other senators sent a bipartisan letter pushing the US State
Department to reconsider a decision denying the proposed sale of
surplus M1 Carbines and Garand rifles from South Korea to qualified
American buyers.

Meanwhile, the Billings Gazette reported that Reps. Cynthia
Lummis (R-WY) and Rep. Joe Donnelly (D-IN) are filling a bipartisan
companion bill, with the same title, in the House seeking to stop the
federal government from interfering with the legal importation of
surplus collectable US-made firearms from South Korea Lummis'
office says the Obama administration is using the State Department to
prevent the importation and sale of collectible, American-made M1
Garand rifles and Ml carbines from South Korea to US citizens
Lummis said such firearms transactions are already regulated by the
Justice Department.

Both the House and Senate bills contain language removing the
Departments of State and Defense from the regulatory process.

Under the Tester and Lummis bills firearms that are lawfully
possessed by a foreign government—and that are more than 50 years old
and considered antiques or relics—may be re-imported to properly
licensed groups and sold without written permission from the US
Departments of State or Defense.

"When we're talking about American guns used to defeat the Nazis
in World War II, we're talking about a piece of America's heritage—
not a threat to public safety," Tester said

"If a decision isn't going to be made to allow the responsible sale of
these firearms to law-abiding Americans, then we need legislation to
get it done."

"This bill is about putting good, plain common sense into practice,"
Baucus said. "These guns are pieces of history that tell the American
story, and law-abiding citizens ought to have the right to purchase
them legally."

According to earlier news reports, the State Department rejected
South Korea's proposal to sell its surplus of American-made Ml
Carbines and Garand rifles to US buyers over concerns that the
firearms "could potentially be exploited by individuals seeking firearms
for illicit purposes." The State Department also cited "safety concerns."

Tester and other senators rejected that reasoning
earlier in a letter to Secretary of State Clinton, with
copies to Attorney General Eric Holder and Kenneth
Melson, acting director of ATF. The New GUN
WEEK, November 1, 2010

Robber not hard to find
From the "Idiot robbers wear neon signs" file comes the story out

of Seattle about alleged armed robber Larry Shawn Taylor, who
might just as well have tattooed his forehead with the observation
"I'm stupid!"

Clearly, one cannot make up a story like this one because the 18-
year-old thug, who hails from Oregon, according to the on-line Seattle
Post-Intelligencer, created his own sitcom of blunders.

Back on Aug. 23, Taylor allegedly approached a car with two young
women aboard and demanded their money at gunpoint. He wasn't too
suave about it, either, demanding that they "Empty out your (expletive)

wallet! Give me your (expletive) money!" After the passenger handed
over $310, the suspect ran to a getaway car and was gone, but hardly
forgotten.

After all, how could anyone forget a guy with "Get Money" and
"Mob" shaved into the sides of the hair on his head? Nor could anyone
overlook the tattoos on his hands. On his right hand was the word "Get"
and on the left was the word "Money." He also had flame tattoos on his
forearms.

Yeah, this guy was about as difficult to find as rain in Seattle, and his
remaining description pretty much pegged Taylor to the jailhouse wall:
A black man in his 20s standing about 5-foot-5 with small ears that may
have been deformed or folded over.

The newspaper said Seattle Police Detective David Clement sent out
inquiries about this fool, and it wasn't long before patrol Officer Sarah
Mulloy found him tooling around in a Toyota Camry with the same
garment worn in the robbery lying on the back seat. The cops found out
where Taylor had gotten his unusual haircut, as well. If he is convicted,
a stretch in the slammer will probably allow him time to let his hair

grow out. The New GUN WEEK, November 1, 2010

Don't bring fake gun to fight
Here's a sure-fire way to get plugged: Bring a fake gun on your

next home invasion robbery and pick the one house in the
neighborhood where the owner has a real gun.

That's apparently the poor choice in the victim selection process
displayed Sept. 15 by a man identified as Alexander Manigat, a 30-year-
old miscreant who entered the Brooklyn, NY, home of 62-year-old Larry
Goldstein without checking to see whether the older man just might be
armed. According to the Wall Street Journal, Goldstein had not
included being robbed on his agenda for that day, so he grabbed a .38-
caliber Smith & Wesson revolver and cut loose.

When the echo of gunfire subsided, Manigat had been hit twice in the
chest and once in the arm, the newspaper said. His accomplice beat feet,
running out the front doorway.

Manigat and his unidentified pal came to the home carrying toy guns,
a pistol and machine gun, the WSJ noted. When he got out of the
hospital, he was slammed with charges of first-degree robbery, criminal
possession of a weapon, and possession of burglar tools.

Now here's a surprise: Manigat was paroled from
prison in March. He's been convicted of attempted
burglary and drug possession.

Goldstein did not face any criminal charges. He is a retired

school teacher. The New GUN WEEK, November 1,
2010

Ex-cop charged in gun crime
From the "Only Cops Should Have Guns" file comes the report out of

Hoboken, NJ, that a retired New Jersey Institute of Technology police
officer was busted in September for possession of an assault weapon
and large capacity magazines, which is against the law in the Garden
State.

The suspect, identified as. Matthew Casazza, was batting a thousand
because he had been nabbed on Aug. 29 for allegedly firing a gun out
the sun roof of his car.

The 32-year-old Casazza faces a bunch of criminal charges,
according to NJ.com.

When detectives searched his home, they found 13 firearms including
rifles, handguns, shotguns, a dummy hand grenade, four high capacity
magazines and a so-called assault firearm identified as an SAR 1/AK47,
a semi-auto rifle.

Retired and reported on a disability pension, Casazza earlier had been
disarmed of a Glock Model 23, and his carry permit. All of the guns
were apparently legally purchased, but under current state law,
possession of a so-called assault weapon or high capacity magazines is
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prohibited, the news service said.
Police Chief Anthony Falco declared that "There is absolutely no

purpose either for recreation or otherwise for any person to own a
dangerous assault weapon anywhere, especially in the City of

Hoboken." The New GUN WEEK, November 1, 2010

NYC council eyes penalties for being drunk
and carrying

A bill aired at a New York City Council hearing in September
would subject licensed gunowners to a possible year in jail and
$10,000 fine if they're over the limit and armed, the New York Daily
News reported.

Public Safety Committee Chairman Peter Vallone Jr. said state law
prevents the city from including on-duty or off-duty cops in the
measure.

The bill has the support of the NYPD and Mayor Michael
Bloomberg, who failed to get a similar law passed in Albany that also
exempted cops.

Arkady Gerney, a mayoral criminal justice aide,
testified that police officers are covered by
departmental penalties for carrying their firearms and
drinking even when off-duty, but indicated that
nothing stops a civilian from doing it.

The bill was blasted by the New York State Rifle and Pistol

Association as a "new tactic" to undermine legal gun rights. The
New GUN WEEK, November 1, 2010

Pressure for civilian arm rights seen
spreading even in Russia
by Bob Lesmeister, National Correspondent

The police are hopeless. The politicians who are
spouting reform inspire despondency. Generals, by
their inaction, show us they don't know what they're
doing. The president is keen on innovations but
forgets about them faster than he thinks up new ones.
The country's leaders will not adopt any serious
proposals.

Words of a disgruntled Democrat? Harpings from
the GOP? Not even close. The above complaints
were voiced by Vladimir Nadein writing an editorial
in the Moscow Yezhednevnyy Zhurnal.

Basically, the whole thrust of his essay is more
guns, less crime. While the Obama administration,
with help from the likes of Chicago Mayor Richie
Daley, would dismiss the Second Amendment out of
hand, other countries' citizens are beginning to
understand that the right of self-preservation/self-
protection is a God-given right you are born with, not
something the government bestows upon you or
allows you to have.

One of Nadein's major complaints is the corrupt
police system in Russia and the fact that the corrupt
ones are the ones who own the firearms. He writes,

"And yet there are at least two reasons for
participating in the discussion of police prospects.
The first is: the current regime is transient, while the
reform of the entire legal system in Russia will not be
going anywhere and will not sort itself out on its own.
The second is: it is not only the shady, sly figures in
the
Kremlin but also a number of ordinary people who
sadly repeat that the problem of the cops is virtually
unsolvable."

What is amazing is that Nadein's complaints about
Putin mirror US conservatives' complaints about
Barack Obama "It is he (Putin) who is keeping a
slow-witted KGB general, who has become entangled
in lies, as the head of the Interior Ministry." You can
pick any one of Obama's cabinet to fit this remark,
from the bumbling fool of a press secretary to the
weak-willed generals in Afghanistan who are afraid
to kill the enemy.

Nadein adds, "It is he (Putin) who awards the latest
badges of rank to a St Petersburg muscle-head who
has beaten up a peaceful demonstrator for no reason,
apart from his personal pleasure." Again, "muscle-
head" could pertain to any number of Obama's
cabinet or appointed czars. It wasn't coincidence that
Ohio Department of Job and Family Services ran a
background check on "Joe the Plumber" the day after
he exposed Obama as a socialist, or that Joe was
facing an IRS audit. Does this Nadein complaint
sound familiar? "We are told that a huge amount of
money—which we do not have—is needed for the
reform."

One of the major problems that haunt Russia is a
corrupt law enforcement system, where only police
can legally carry firearms and are given special
privileges in the matter of crimes and courts.
Actually, America may be the model ordinary
Russian citizens see as a plan to thwart police
corruption. In the
US, there are 65-70 million gunowners and many of
them own more than one firearm. An armed citizenry
as such prevents police and other government
authorities from overstepping their bounds and
establishing a dictatorship. The old saw, "When guns
are outlawed, only outlaws with have guns" is
basically true, whether it's here in the US or in
newfound "democracies" such as Russia. Nadein
states, "Experts are firmly convinced that a decisive
liberalization of the rights to own personal handguns
could be a critical lever for an effective law-
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enforcement reform in Russia. To put it more simply:
the right to own pistols and revolvers."

Nadein's reasons for personal firearms ownership
reads like a primer from any number of American gun
rights groups.

1. It is not the weapons that fire but the people.
2. if possession of a weapon is a crime then only

criminals have th
3. The freer citizens are to possess weapons, the

less crime there is.
4. Weapons are an important durable

commodi
5. The manufacture of weapons is a promising

sector for the national economy.
6. The right to bear arms is one of the basic

freedoms of the individual.
Nadein doesn't mince words in his criticism of gun

grabbers and an apathetic public. "People who would
contest these points can probably be found. Talking
to such people is hopeless. They are ignorant, stupid
and will never learn anything. But there are millions
of people who have been poisoned with vile
propaganda for a century now. These people sincerely
think that the corrupt and servile Soviet-police are at
least in some way better than the reasonable
American (Belgian, Canadian, Spanish) police, and
are honestly and ably defending the law in harmony
with the citizens of their village, their town and their
country. One hundred years ago people in Russia
acquired guns just as they do in America today -
through a network of special stores."

If the idea of self-protection, and by extension the
right to keep and bear arms, is universal, so is the
scenario where criminals always find ways to arm
themselves and terrorize a population that is
prohibited from owning guns.

The advantages of legalizing the possession of short-
barreled rifles are so obvious that even the current
narcissistic Russian regime would be tempted by them
- if it were not for one important fact. And this is the
first point on which Americans' rights to arms are
based. It goes like this: 'an armed nation should be
stronger than its army.' Weapons for the people creates
a situation in which the people can only be governed
with the consent of the people."

The idea of freedom and the right to keep and bear
arms is lost on the current American administration.
While Obama travels the world apologizing for
America, people with the boot of oppression pressed
against their necks strive to adopt our own Second

Amendment and all for which it stands. The New GUN
WEEK, November 1, 2010

NRA's backing of pro-gun Democrats
ruffles feathers among Republicans

by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor
Over the past two Hindsight columns, I have been

talking about left-wing, liberal, Democrat pro-gun
organizations. I would have continued, but this issue goes
to press 15 days before the Nov. 2 elections, and the
question of pro-gun Democrat Members of the House who
have proved themselves by their actions has become an
important subject of controversy.

The question has sort of become: is a pro-gun Democrat
incumbent in the House worth more than an unproven
Republican? Part of the confusion on this question arises
from the fact that when forced by circumstance, Republi-
cans have tended to adopt more pro-gun positions, and
some of the great pro-gun leaders in both houses of
Congress have been Republicans—but not to the
exclusion of pro-gun Democrats. Take the example the
past pro-gun leadership of former Sen. James McClure
(R-ID) and former Rep. Harold Volkmer (D-MO).

If your firearms civil rights are your most important
single issue, then you have to vote your gun rights
regardless of party. If electing Republicans means sending
people like Delaware's
Michael Castle to Congress, then our civil rights are in
serious jeopardy.

But this year especially, with very anti-gun Democrats
in control of the White House and Congress, some
gunowners have seen simple salvation in the election of
Republicans. They forget that pro-gun Democrats in the
House and Senate have thwarted the Obama
Administration's anti-gun initiatives, and even passed pro-
gun legislation which he signed, or which failed simply
because it was pro-gun, like the DC voting rights bill.

All of this became a focus on both left and right, in and
out of the media as Nov. 2 approached.

"Not a lot of things have gone the Democrats' way this
year, but dozens of their House candidates are getting a
late boost from an unusual source: the National Rifle
Association (NRA), wrote Washington Post Staff Writer.
Ben Pershing on Oct. 7.

He went on to note that "so far this year, the NRA has
endorsed 58 incumbent House Democrats, including more
than a dozen in seats that both parties view as critical to
winning a majority."

The Post article was quick to note that "the
endorsements aren't the result of a sudden love for a
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party with which the NRA is often at odds. Rather, the
powerful group adheres to what it calls 'an incumbent-
friendly' policy, which holds that if two candidates are
equally supportive of gun rights, the incumbent gets the
nod.

"The policy has been in place for some time, and the
NRA has always backed a number of Democrats, but the
group's choices have become especially contentious this
year because control of Congress is at stake and because so
many gun-supporting Democrats were elected over the past
four years.

"The policy is frustrating Republicans who think the
group is hurting its own cause and the party's chances next
month," The Post noted.

Republicans are livid, especially those who claim that if
those Democrats win they would "still support House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), 'one of the most antigun
speakers Congress has ever had."

On Oct. 5, Red State Eagle Publishing went further,
claiming "the NRA is helping to preserve the anti-gun
Democrat majority."

Red State Eagle sneered "Believe it or not, the only ones
who might help Nancy Pelosi save her House majority are
those who run legislative affairs at the NRA. So called
Blue Dog Democrats across the nation are campaigning as
red meat conservatives in their home districts, while
running deceptive ads about their Republican opponents.
They campaign as if they have nothing to do with the
Democrat Party that they propelled to power and which
passed all of the nefarious legislation that they purport to
oppose. The sick irony is that the more successful these
liars are in distancing themselves from Pelosi, the more
likely it will be that Pelosi will remain Speaker.

On the other hand, as The Post noted, while the NRA is
usually closely linked to the Republican Party, some GOP
candidates with impeccable records on gun rights are left
to explain why they didn't get the group's backing.

NRA spokesman Andrew Arulanandam told The Post
that "as a nonpartisan organization, his group does not take
party affiliation into account. In most cases, he noted, the
seat will be held by a gun-rights supporter regardless of
whether the Democrat or Republican wins. We are,
frankly, in a very good and enviable position,"
Arulanandam said.

The Post reported that "Among the most vulnerable
Democrats who have won NRA backing are Reps.
Betsy Markey (CO), Harry Teague (NM), Chet
Edwards (TX), Allen Boyd (FL), Earl Pomeroy (ND),
Debbie Halvorson (IL), Paul E. Kanjorski (PA) and
John Boccieri (OH).

The Red State Eagle listed even more of the
Democrats who the NRA is endorsing saying "it could
cost the Republicans the majority" For "majority"
substitute the word "power," because while the
Democrat and Republican Parties vie for power,

gunowners are vying for the survival of their rights.
If you live in one of the House districts in which the

NRA has made an endorsement of a Republican or a
Democrat, you probably already know about that
endorsement. If not, check with the NRA online, or
with the NRA election coordinator in your area, and
check other pro-gun organizations' endorsements.

On the Senate side, also look for pro-gun ratings or
endorsements, and don't forget to check on the gun
positions of candidates for your local and state races.
Pro-gun Democrat senators are scarce on this year's
ballots.

Meanwhile, here's the list of NRA endorsed
Democrats provided by the Red State Eagle:

AL-2: Bobby Bright; AR-4: Mike Ross; CA-18:
Dennis Cardoza; CO-3: John Salazar; CO-4: Betsy
Markey; FL-2: Allen Boyd;

GA-2: Sanford Bishop; GA-8: Jim Marshall; GA-12:
John Barrow; IA-3: Leonard Boswell; IL-11: Debbie
Halvorson; IL-12: Jerry Costello; INSenate-Brad
Ellsworth; IN-2: Joe Donnely; IN-8: Trent Van
Haaften; IN-9: Baron Hill; KY-6: Ben Chandler;

MD-1: Frank Kratovil; MI-1: Gary McDowell; MN-1:
Tim Walz; MS-1: Travis Childers; MS-4: Gene Taylor;
MO-4: Ike Skelton; NC-7: Mike McIntyre; NC-8: Larry
Kissell; NC-11: Heath Shuler; ND-At Large: Earl
Pomeroy; NM-1: Martin Heinrich; NM-2: Harry Teague;
NM-3: Ben Lujan;

NY-20: Scott Murphy; NY-23: Bill Owens; NY-24:
Mike Acruri; OH-Gov. Ted Strickland; OH-6: Charlie
Wilson; OH-16: John Boccieri; OH-18: Zack Space;
OK-2: Dan Boren; OR-5: Kurt Schrader;

PA-4 Jason Altmire; PA-10; Chris Carney; PA-11;
Paul Kanjorski; PA-12; Mark Critz; PA-17; Tim
Holden; SD-At Large; Stephanie Sandlin; Lincoln
Davis; TN-8: Roy Herron;

TX-17: Chet Edwards; UT-2: Jim Matheson; VA-2:
Glenn Nye; VA-5: Tom Perriello; VA-9: Rick Boucher;
WI-3: Ron Kind; WI-8: Steve Kagen; WV-Senate: Joe
Manchin, and WV-3: Nick Rahall.

The Red State Eagle claimed that there are 53
Democrats in competitive/ semi-competitive districts that
the NRA has endorsed and claimed that there is simply no
way to win a majority without winning those seats."

The choice 18 yours as a voter. Regardless of how

you decide, please be sure to vote on Nov. 2. The New
GUN WEEK, November 1, 2010

Washington man's open carry encounter
spawns demonstration
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor

What began as a confrontation between a
Washington State open carry advocate and four Pierce
County Sheriff's deputies spawned a demonstration of
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support for the armed citizen when, several days later,
more than 40 Open Carry activists showed up at the
same coffee shop.

Roy, WA, resident Tom Brewster told Gun Week
that he was standing in line at a Starbucks coffee
shop in Spanaway when he was approached from
behind by deputy who asked for his identification.
Brewster declined and told the lawman that he
needed "reasonable articulable suspicion" of a
criminal intent.

The deputy apparently summoned three other
deputies and after a discussion that lasted several
minutes, Brewster finally provided identification.

But that was not the end of the story. Brewster
posted an account of the incident on the Open Carry
Washington forum, and it ignited a firestorm among
open carry advocates, and other gunowners who don't
care for the practice. It also led to a demonstration of
support for Brewster, who was not charged with any
crime, at the Starbucks as news crews from at least
two local television stations filmed the event.

Brewster, 30, said he was carrying his Glock 19 in
an inside-the-waistband holster on the day he was
confronted. He frequents the coffee shop, and has
been open-carrying "for about six months." He was
there getting coffee on his way to join his wife for
lunch.

Even though Washington has one of the oldest
concealed carry laws in the country, dating back to
1933, and was one of the earliest shall-issue states,
adopting a state preemption law in 1983 and again in
1985, Brewster said he would rather carry his firearm
in the open.

"I feel like a criminal when I have to hide it," he
explained "Criminals hide their guns."

Employed by his brother as a remodeler, he
keeps his hair cropped short and is clean shaven.

Brewster has hooked up with an attorney and legal
action may be on the horizon. He would like to avoid
that by simply meeting with Pierce County Sheriff
Paul Pastor about training local deputies about open
carry.

However, there is one major obstacle, and it has to
do with an incident that occurred almost one year
ago, the murder of four Lakewood, WA, police
officers at a Forza coffee shop by gunman Maurice
Clemmons. That incident happened only a couple of
miles from the Starbucks where Brewster's encounter
occurred.

The incident and subsequent demonstration ignited

a controversy in the Seattle-Tacoma area, on talk
radio and on at least three Internet forums. All three
local network affiliates covered the story, and
Brewster became something of an overnight celebrity.
The New GUN WEEK, November 1, 2010

WA open carry advocate loses in first court
challenge

A 23-year-old college student in Washington state was
convicted in district court of unlawfully carrying a weapon
in Vancouver, WA, but said he will appeal the conviction
to Clark County Superior Court.

Joshua R. Watson was cited and his handgun was
confiscated almost two years ago by Vancouver police in a
late-evening incident outside a pizza parlor. Despite snowy
conditions, Watson was wearing his pistol openly, with his
coat pulled up around to expose it.

According to the Vancouver Columbian,, the prosecutor
argued that Watson "flaunted his right to carry" and
actually caused the pizza restaurant to close early because
employees were alarmed.

Under Washington statute it is unlawful to carry, exhibit,
display or draw any firearm or other specified weapon "in
a manner, under circumstances, and at a time and place
that either manifests an intent to intimidate another or that
warrants alarm for the safety of other persons."

On Dec. 26, 2008 at about 10 p.m. Watson was spotted
near the Round Table Pizza by three officers who had been
dining at the restaurant. They were the only customers.
Four days earlier, the restaurant had been robbed.

One of the officers asked Watson if he knew that his gun
was visible, at which point Watson reportedly responded
that it was his right to carry a handgun. He reportedly told
the officers that he wanted to go to a store in a nearby strip
mall, but because of the late hour and weather, all the
stores were closed. He said instead that he was waiting to
meet a friend.

The officer told Watson that it probably wasn't very
smart to linger around the empty parking lot, and also
advised him that his presence was making the restaurant
employees nervous because of the recent crime.

Watson asked to speak to a police supervisor and then
dialed 911 to report that he was being harassed by three
officers. A sergeant arrived a short time later, and spent
almost an hour talking to Watson, the newspaper reported.
The sergeant merely wanted Watson to cover up his gun
and leave the area. However, the newspaper reported,
Watson was determined to debate the issue. Finally, the
sergeant cited Watson and took his pistol as evidence.

After deliberating about 90 minutes, the jury found
Watson guilty. Judge Vernon Schreiber ordered his pistol
forfeited, and sentenced him to five days in the Clark
County jail and ten days of community service. Watson



Page 18

had no prior criminal record, the newspaper said.
His case has sparked considerable debate on the Open

Carry forum, and supporters are already pledging to offer

assistance with legal fees. The New GUN WEEK,
November 1, 2010

Florida gunman legally prohibited from
having guns

The gunman in a Florida rampage that left five people
wounded and his own father dead could not have legally
owned a gun because of a history of mental illness and a
conviction for cocaine possession.

Clifford Miller Jr., 24, took his own life after the 13-
minute rampage in Gainesville on Oct. 4. According to the
Associated Press and Gainesville Sun, Miller fatally shot
his father, Clifford Sr. and then started driving his pickup
truck on a three-mile route, shooting and wounding five
men, identified as Vincent Sallet, 43, Anthony Mitchell,
44, Cedric Joiner, 36, Lloyd Dunn, 67, and Paul Anthony
Sr., 43.

With Miller's record, he could not have legally
possessed the .38-caliber revolver used in the shooting
spree. The Associated Press reported that Miller had been
declared incompetent by an Alachua County judge last
year after having been arrested for driving while under the
influence and reckless driving. At the time of his arrest,
he refused to sign or accept the citation, the report noted.

Miller's record dates back to his late teens when he was
found guilty of cocaine possession and a probation
violation. Last year he reportedly assaulted a woman who
declined to press charges, and in 2006, he assaulted an ex-
girlfriend and was charged with simple battery. A year
later, he was found guilty of breaking into the home of an
ex-girlfriend and assaulting her.

When Miller was released from jail on his latest beef, he
was ordered to undergo psychiatric treatment and take
medication. It was not immediately known whether he had
done either of those things, or what motivated him to start

shooting people. The New GUN WEEK, November 1,
2010

Disarmed Chicago neighborhood listed as
`most dangerous in US'

A Chicago neighborhood has been identified as the most
dangerous in the United States, leading a national gun rights
organization to criticize the city for throwing roadblocks in the
way of city residents looking to arm themselves in the wake of
the landmark Supreme Court ruling in McDonald v. City of
Chicago.

The historic 5-4 ruling was handed down June 28. It
essentially nullified the city's decades-old handgun ban. The case
was filed and won by the Second Amendment Foundation (SAF),
Illinois State Rifle Association and four Chicago residents. It was
SAF's sister organization, the Citizens Committee for the Right to
Keep and Bear Arms (CCRKBA), that took the city to task for

blocking the ability of residents to exercise their newly-restored
gun rights.

According to WMAQ, the Chicago NBC affiliate, data from
the FBI and NeighborhoodScout.com was reported by another
on-line source, Walletpop.com, to show that a city neighborhood
along Lake Street between Damen and Western is the most
dangerous neighborhood in the country. People strolling down
the sidewalk there, said the report, have a 1- in-4 chance of
becoming a crime victim.

This revelation prompted CCRKBA Chairman Alan Gottlieb
to fire off a blistering statement accusing the administration of
Mayor Richard Daley of malfeasance for adopting a gun
ordinance designed to discourage residents from getting their
own firearms. The ordinance, now being challenged in federal
court, requires training for anyone getting a Chicago handgun
permit, and that includes shooting time on a gun range. However,
the ordinance also prohibits the operation of gun ranges inside
city limits

"Citizens in at least one Windy City neighborhood are in
desperate need of the training and tools to defend themselves,"
Gottlieb said.

SAF and ISRA, with Chicago residents, are pushing a lawsuit
seeking to overturn the ordinance. The NRA also has sued the
city in a different court.

"The Daley administration acts like a shepherd that doesn't
want any sheep dogs, yet expects the sheep to continue grazing
amid hungry wolves," Gottlieb said. "Thousands of Chicago
residents don't consider themselves part of Mayor Daley's flock,
and they are tired of having Daley and the City council pull wool
over their eyes about personal safety and civil rights." The New
GUN WEEK, November 1, 2010

Firearms scare George Clooney
Hollywood actor George Clooney has confessed he is

"scared" of guns even though he has regularly used them on
screen and was brought up around them, according to
NewKerola.com.

The 49-year-old actor has become accustomed to handling
firearms, both through his movie work and his upbringing in
Kentucky, but insists he still feels uncomfortable around them.

"Guns, rifles—there's something frightening about them. Still.
Although I've grown up with them in Kentucky and although I've
had to use them in a lot of my films, I've learnt to use them, but
I'm still scared of them," contactmusic.com quoted Clooney as
saying. The New GUN WEEK, November 1, 2010

Colorado couple challenging USPS
Attorney Jim Manley and the Mountain States Legal

Foundation are taking on the US Postal Service's ban on any
firearm on USPS property The challenge is on behalf of Debbie
and Tab Bonidy of Avon, CO, and the National Association for
Gun Rights. A lawsuit, Bonidy et al v. USPS et al, was filed Oct.
4 in US District Court for the District of Colorado.

The Bonidys live in a rural area of Colorado that doesn't have
home mail delivery. Because of that, the local post office in Avon
provides the residents of the area with a post office box at no
charge. While they both have Colorado concealed carry permits
and regularly carry, the Bonidys cannot carry con cealed or
openly when picking up their mail. They even can't leave their
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firearms locked in their car as this would also violate 39 CFR §
232.1(1).

Violation of this regulation could subject them to a fine,
prison or both.

The lawsuit is seeking a permanent injunction against the
enforcement of the Postal Service regulations on the grounds
that: by prohibiting plaintiffs from possessing a functional
firearm on real property under the charge and control of the
USPS, defendants currently maintain and actively enforce a set of
laws, customs, practices, and policies that deprive plaintiffs of the
right to keep and bear arms, in violation of the Second
Amendment.

In addition to the injunction, the plaintiffs are seeking costs,
attorney fees, and any further relief that the Court may award.
The New GUN WEEK, November 1, 2010

Federal land gun rights bill in committee
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor
Federal legislation that would protect gun and hunting rights

on federal lands from anti-gun administrative regulations or
orders—including presidential declarations authorized under the
Antiquities Act—is getting marginal bipartisan support, but still
languishes in committee.

HR-5523, dubbed the Firearms Freedom on Federal Lands
Act, was introduced by Montana Congressman Denny Rehberg,
and now has 23 co-sponsors, who are all Republicans with the
exception of Democrat Rep. Dan Boren of Oklahoma.

According to the office of Idaho Congressman Mike Simpson,
who recently signed on as a co-sponsor, this legislation is a
"preemptive strike at any attempt to ban hunting on federal
lands."

Rehberg introduced the bill with Reps. Rob Bishop (R-UT)
and Paul Broun (R-GA), and since then, 20 other congressmen
have signed on, including Boren.

Currently, neither the USFS nor BLM restrict firearms,
although both agencies have been clamping down on recreational
shooters in certain regions. According to Simpson's press release,
some members of Congress are concerned that the Obama
administration may try to change that and start pushing firearms
regulations on these public lands.

Rehberg, Broun and Bishop authored the bill because of what
they called "the Obama Administration's disturbing pattern of
bypassing congressional authority and public input when making
decisions that affect our public lands, including the Department
of the Interior's (DOI) leaked plan to designate 13 million acres
as new National Monuments."

If passed, the bill will prevent the Secretaries of Agriculture
and Interior from issuing or enforcing any regulation or executive
order, including presidential declarations authorized under the
Antiquities Act, that prohibit an individual from possessing a
firearm on lands managed by the Forest Service or Bureau of
Land Management (BLM).

In a prepared statement, Rehberg said "There's a large
segment of powerful Washington, DC, elites that thinks the
Second Amendment is obsolete and unnecessary These
progressives envision a world where only criminals and agents of
the state are armed, and will use every tactic at their disposal to
make this a reality. It's up to Congress to protect these rights from
overreaching bureaucrats, and that's exactly what this legislation
seeks to do."

Rehberg is a member of the House Second Amendment Task
Force and the Congressional Western Caucus. According to his
office, the bill has the backing of the National Rifle Association.

Over the past few years, concerns have been raised over
regulations adopted in different national forests, or ranger
districts within those forests, to curtail recreational shooting.
There have been closures in Colorado and Washington state, and
the controversy led to political fireworks late in the Bush
administration. Gun Week covered the story for almost two years,
during which it was revealed that these closures were based on
what amounted to an "urban legend" and the interpretation of a
regulation that wrongly designated forest roads as "occupied
areas" solely for the purpose of preventing recreational shooting
in traditional roadside plinking areas.

Problems have developed in some of those locations with slob
shooters and in some instances, unsafe shooting practices by
some people have caused forest rangers to designate "No
Shooting" zones.

However, there remain concerns that an anti-gun White
House could resort to regulations that would not have to be
reviewed by Congress to shut down shooting and even hunting on
some public lands. The New GUN WEEK, October 15, 2010

Tester questions State Department over Korean M1s
Sen. Jon Tester is pushing the US State Department to recon-

sider a decision denying the proposed sale of surplus firearms
from South Korea to qualified buyers in the US, according to
WXFL in Florence, AL.

According to news reports, the State Department rejected
South Korea's proposal to sell its hundreds of thousands of
surplus American-made M1 Carbines and M1 Garand rifles to the
US over alleged concerns that they "could potentially be
exploited by individuals seeking firearms for illicit purposes."

Tester, a member of the Veterans Affairs and Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs, committees, told Secre-

tary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton in a Sept. 15 letter that that
reasoning "doesn't add up."

"I count myself among many gun rights advocates who funda-
mentally disagree with the State Department's reasoning," Tester
wrote to Clinton. "Rejecting the responsible sale of legal firearms
over hypothetical concerns that they could be used for 'illicit
purposes' sets a dangerous

precedent and it is contrary to the Second Amendment rights
of law-abiding Americans."

M1s Carbines and M1 Garand rifles were introduced nearly a
century ago and used by American forces in World War II, Korea
and in Vietnam. Tester said the firearms—which are legal in the
United States—will always be valued as collector's items.

"And because they are firearms, our right to buy, keep, collect
and sell them to qualified buyers is protected under the Second
Amendment of our Constitution," Tester wrote. "I respectfully
ask that you reconsider your decision."

Tester added that he hopes the Obama Administration does
not dispose of the surplus weapons, but rather works with the
government of South Korea to "find a responsible way" to deliver
the firearms to "qualified and willing buyers in the US market
through the Civilian Marksmanship Program." The CMP is a
non-profit organization that provides surplus firearms to qualified
buyers in the US and conducts firearms training programs as well



Page 20

as major civilian shooting competitions. The New GUN WEEK,
October 15, 2010

NRA supporting ‘microstamping' study
measure

The National Rifle Association (NRA) announced recently
that it supports HR-5667, introduced in July by US Rep. Dan
Boren (D-OK) an captioned the Firearms Microstamping
Evaluation and Study Act.

The bill would require a three-pronged study to determine
whether a firearm could be manufactured with "microstamping"
technology that would work reliably and be cost-effective for law
enforcement purposes, determine the cost of "microstamping" to
manufacturers, firearm owners and state governments, and
determine whether "microstamping" technology could work with
non-metallic cartridge cases.

Gun control supporters in and out of legislatures and
"microstamping" sales people argue that if brand new firearms
could be made with a firing pin or another internal part that could
imprint a unique microscopic code onto the spent cartridge case,
police investigators could pick up a case left at a crime scene,
identify the markings, run them against the database, and identify
the person that bought the firearm from which the round had been
fired.

Opponents of "microstamping" raise a number of practical
objections and cite various studies that conclude
"microstamping" is flawed technology.

The NRA notes that while the results of the study proposed in
this bill cannot be predicted, studies mandated by Congress on
other unproven schemes endorsed by gun control supporters have
concluded that such schemes were (or would be) ineffective or
counterproductive. The New GUN WEEK, October 15, 2010

S. Portland, ME City Council bans BB
guns, airguns

The South Portland, ME, City Council has voted 6-1 to ban
"non-lethal weapons" from public places in the city, a move that
brought the one dissenting vote on the council, Thomas Blake, to
suggest that his colleagues had gone too far.

"Are we really going to go there and regulate this," he
questioned.

According to the Portland Press Herald, the answer to that
question was "yes" as the council appeared to ignore comments
from several citizens who claimed the ban would violate their
civil rights.

The newspaper said the ban was spearheaded by
Councilwoman Linda Boudreau. She insisted the move was
necessary to prevent "potentially deadly confrontations" between
local police and anyone who might be armed with an air gun or
BB gun that looks like a real firearm. The newspaper said
Boudreau was concerned that police might shoot somebody who
was armed with "a toy gun."

The change was to be confirmed by a second reading on Oct.
4, and Gun Week will have an update in the next issue.

Police Chief Edward Googins told the newspaper that the new
regulation is the result of a review of the city's weapons
ordinance earlier this year. Portland and Bangor have similar
prohibitions, he stated. The New GUN WEEK, October 15, 2010

Did eggs lead to rampage?
From the "Over easy, not scrambled" file comes the report

that a September shooting rampage in Kentucky may have been
ignited by an argument over how the gunman's eggs were cooked.

The London Daily Mail reported that Stanley Neace fatally
shot five people including his own wife, and three neighbors,
after he and his wife argued about how his breakfast eggs had
been cooked. Sandra Neace's daughter, Sandra R. Strong, was
also killed, along with neighbors Dennis Turner, Tammy Kilborn
and Teresa Fugate. Neace then shot himself.

Mrs. Neace had gone to the neighbor's home and her husband
followed, opening fire because she had told them about the
problem. Neace did allow the 7-year-old daughter of Fugate, who
was Mrs. Neace's sister, to leave after shooting her mother. The
daughter went to the home of another neighbor and police were
summoned.

The shooting occurred in a mobile home park near Jackson,
KY, which is located southeast of Lexington. The New GUN
WEEK, October 15, 2010

Cop's hubby pulls stick-up
A story that crosses new ground in the "Only Cops Should

Have Guns" file comes from New Jersey, where Jamal Sanders of
Elizabeth is in trouble with the law...again...and in more ways
than one.

An ex-convict, the 32-year-old Sanders is now charged with
using his wife's gun in a robbery that resulted in a high-speed
chase and his ultimate arrest. Nothing so unusual about that
except that Sanders' wife is a police officer in Jersey City. Officer
Adrien Murrell was suspended after the caper, according to the
New Jersey Journal.

Can this get any better? Oh, yew betcha!
The car that Sanders was driving when he sped away from the

robbery was a late model red Lexus and its registered owner
was—you guessed it—Murrell. Officers with the city's Violent
Crime Unit spotted the car after being advised of the $40 robbery
That's right; all of this over forty bucks.

Sanders led the Garden State coppers on a real chase, hitting
four different cars that were stopped at a light, and kept rolling
until it came to a stop. At that point, Sanders bailed and beat feet,
jumping a fence into a cemetery. A police helicopter joined the
search, and cops brought in the dogs to track him down. He was
found hiding under a porch a few blocks from the cemetery, the
newspaper said.

Sanders was arrested once in Georgia, and there was a
warrant for his arrest from the Jersey City Municipal Court. He
did a short time in prison in 2002-03 on drug, burglary, theft and
resisting charges. The New GUN WEEK, October 15, 2010

Time for state to turn Paige
A teenager in King County, WA, is not likely to win a Model

Citizen award anytime soon, according to the King County
Sheriff's Office and on-line Seattle Post

Terrance Paige, 18, was recently charged with first-degree
assault and unlawful possession of a firearm—in this case a .38
Special Smith & Wesson revolver—after he allegedly pulled the
handgun in full view of two approaching deputies in full uniform,
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and shot a man. According to Sheriff's Sgt. John Urquhart, his
agency was checking on the origin of the handgun.

Paige is too young to obtain a concealed pistol license, and
even if he was old enough, his criminal history precludes the
possibility. The newspaper noted that Paige has prior convictions
for residential burglary, third-degree assault, felony

harassment, auto theft, malicious mischief, obstruction
resisting arrest, possession of marijuana and assorted other
crimes.

The court set his bail at $500,000 because of his "substantial
criminal record."

Paige is also known to have threatened police officers, and is
a known violent gang member.

Almost two years ago, in November 2008, Paige and another
teen were shot on a south Seattle street corner but three months
later, he was back out in public wearing clothing items associated
with the city's 74 Hoover Criminal street gang.

Surprisingly, Paige was once a local high school football star.
He played for the Rainier Beach High School football team, and
the newspaper noted reports from coaches that Paige had "talent
to compete at the college level." However, he also had strong
associations with Seattle's gang culture. The New GUN WEEK,
October 15, 2010

Crime in US dips for 3rd year as gun sales
rise at same time

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor
For the third year in a row, violent crime rates dropped in

2009 at the same time that the firearms industry was enjoying
surging gun and ammunition sales, according to the FBI report on
Crime in the United States.

Reacting to the news, Alan Gottlieb, chairman of the Citizens
Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms, said the
continuing trend proves that gun control lobby rhetoric has been
"consistently and demonstrably wrong."

"No matter how gun prohibitionists try to spin this," Gottlieb
said, "the bottom line is that they have been consistently and
demonstrably wrong, and they know it. On the other hand, gun
rights organizations have been consistently right when we argued
that increased gun ownership would not lead to higher crime
rates, and might even have a deterrent effect, because even
property crimes are down, according to this year's report."

The National Shooting Sports Foundation noted that "The
FBI statistics undermine a favorite argument of antigun groups
and some mainstream media that 'more guns equal more crime,'
especially when you consider that the decrease in violent crime in
2009 occurred at the same time that firearm sales were surging."

According to the FBI report, murder declined 7.3% last year,
robberies fell 8%, aggravated assault dropped by 4.2% and
forcible rape declined 2.6% from 2008 figures.

"What the data tells us is exactly the opposite of what the gun
ban lobby has predicted for several years," Gottlieb said. "Their
dire predictions that America's streets would run red have been
shown up as a fraudulent sales pitch for public disarmament."

Highlights of the FBI report also include:
Each of the property crime categories also dropped from

2008—motor vehicle theft (17.1%), larceny-theft (4.0%), and
burglary (1.3%).

Among the 1,318,398 violent crimes were 15,241 murders;
88,097 forcible rapes; 408,217 robberies, and 806,843
aggravated assaults.

Among the 9,320,971 property crimes were an estimated
2,199,125 burglaries; 6,327,230 larceny-thefts; 794,616 thefts of
motor vehicles, and 58,871 arsons.

During 2009, the South accounted for 42.5% of all violent
crime in the nation, followed by the West (22.9%), the MidWest
(19.6%), and the Northeast (15.0%).

During 2009, 43.9% of all property crimes in the US were
recorded in the South, with 22.7% in the West, 20.8% in the
Midwest, and 12.6% in the Northeast.

In 2009, agencies nationwide made about 13 7 million arrests,
excluding traffic violations. Of those arrests, an estimated
581,765 were for violent crimes.

Nearly 75% of all arrested persons in the nation during 2009
were male Slightly more than 77% of all murder victims were
also male.

Firearms were used in 67.1% of the nation's murders, along
with 42.6% of robberies and 20.9% of aggravated assaults.
(Weapons data is not collected for forcible rapes.)

Collectively, victims of property crimes (excluding arson) lost
an estimated $15.2 billion during 2009.

Anecdotal evidence from various states indicates that more
citizens are obtaining carry licenses and permits. Some estimates
place the number of legally-licensed gunowners at about 6
million, and that may not take into account the number of citizens
in Arizona, Alaska and Vermont who carry without a permit
because those states do not actually require a permit.

Additionally, there is a growing open carry movement that
may account for tens of thousands more armed citizens.

Data for the report came from city, county, state, tribal,
federal, university and college agencies that participated in the
Uniform Crime Reporting program in 2009. These agencies, said
the FBI, represent 96.3% of the nation's population. The New
GUN WEEK, October 15, 2010

Obama's appointment of Nickels to key UN
post alarms gunowners

The recent appointment of former Seattle Mayor Greg
Nickels as an alternate representative to the United Nations has
raised alarms in the gun rights community because of Nickels'
well-documented anti-gun rights activities.

Alan Gottlieb, chairman of the Bellevue, WA-based Citizens
Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms (CCRKBA),
issued a blistering criticism of the appointment.

"Putting an extremist gun banner in any position to represent
this country at the United Nations amounts to renting a billboard
for advertising against the Second Amendment," he said.

Gottlieb recalled that during his tenure as mayor, Nickels
supported virtually every gun ban scheme put forth by
Washington CeaseFire, a small but vocal gun prohibitionist
organization with ties to the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun
Violence. He said at times it was difficult to tell whether Nickels
was acting as mayor or as a lobbyist for the group.

Nickels was a founding member of the anti-gun Mayors
Against Illegal Guns, Gottlieb added. Not long after returning
from the inaugural meeting of that group, Nickels began pushing
for various gun control measures in Washington state. He had
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targeted the state's model preemption statute for erosion because
it prohibited him from adopting his own gun control regulations
inside the city.

But what alarms Gottlieb most is that the appointment was
announced at a time when the UN is considering at least one
major international gun control treaty and one initiative that has
not yet taken the form of a treaty document.

"Nickels is a gun ban proponent," Gottlieb said, "so his
appointment as an alternate to the UN is a clear signal of Barack
Obama's intention to rubber stamp the UN's global gun ban
agenda. It hardly seems a coincidence that Nickels has been
appointed by the Obama administration at a time when the UN is
considering treaties and initiatives that pose a serious threat to the
Second Amendment."

While Nickels, was still Seattle's mayor, CCRKBA sued him,
along with the Second Amendment Foundation, National Rifle
Association, Washington Arms Collectors and five private
citizens over an attempt to ban guns, even those carried legally,
from city park properties. This was a clear violation of the
preemption statute, and the CCRKBA lawsuit prevailed at trial in
King County Superior Court. Gottlieb said the Obama
administration appointment will enable Nickels to "push his anti-
gun philosophy on a world scale."

"By naming Greg Nickels as an alternate representative at the
UN," Gottlieb stated, "President Obama has essentially told
America's 85 million gunowners that their firearm civil rights are
in jeopardy. Nickels cannot be counted on to defend the Second
Amendment because he would like to see it erased from the
Constitution."

Nickels was turned out of office in the 2009 primary. Gottlieb
noted that the two-term mayor had so alienated Seattle voters that
they turned on him. The New GUN WEEK, October 15, 2010

ATF reform bill hearing postponed
The Senate Judiciary Committee hearing on S-941 and HR-

2296, the respective Senate and House versions of the "Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives Reform and Firearms
Modernization Act" was not held as planned.

The hearing was postponed due to a scheduling conflict and
has not yet been rescheduled and may not be held before the
Congress adjourns before the elections. The next likely time for a
hearing in this Congress would be after Nov. 2, provided there is
a lame duck session.

The postponement dims hope for early action on the measure
designed to reform and modernize current regulatory and
enforcement practices for commerce in firearms by the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (BATFE). The New
GUN WEEK, October 15, 2010

Chicago cops stage protest against
superintendent

The Chicago police officers' union protested outside the
Chicago Police Department's South Side headquarters on Sept.
15 against Police Superintendent Jody Weis, according to NBC
Universal.

Approximately 250 officers some chanting "Jodi Weis is a
coward," marched to protest what its members say is a dangerous
manpower shortage, and to show their displeasure with the way
their boss has run the department.

The officers, many of which were off-duty according to the
officers' union, carried signs that read "More Police No Weis,"
"Free Cozzi," "Resign," "No Manpower No Weis," and "Dump
Weis." The signs all appeared to have been made by the same
printer.

Weis previously said he would not resign. Police department
spokesman Roderick Drew reiterated that the superintendent will
not respond to the protest and that he has no plans to accede to
their requests.

Mark Donahue, president of Fraternal Order of Police, is
adamant about continuing the message any way he can that Weis
needs to go despite the waning months to his contract.

The planned protest is the latest chapter in the contentious
relationship between the officers and Weis. Officers have been
critical of Weis' leadership and say he's caused morale to
plummet. Weis disagrees, saying that morale is difficult to
measure.

With the planned retirement of Mayor Richard Daley just
around the corner, Weis, who was appointed by Daley, could be
on his way out of the job soon enough.

Alderman Bob Fioretti (2nd Ward), who has announced his
intention to run for Mayor, said Weis should leave so the police
department can rebuild. The New GUN WEEK, October 15, 2010

Oregon DMV posts offices across state
prohibiting guns

The Oregon Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) has been
distributing signs prohibiting firearms to all of its 64 field offices
across the state, according to the Portland Oregonian.

The signs cite Oregon law prohibiting guns in courts, state
offices or other public buildings.

DMV officials said the signs are a reaction to a series of ugly
incidents over the past few years, along with an apparent increase
in the number of DMV customers entering field offices with
firearms.

The last straw apparently was an unrelated armed caijacking
at a southern Oregon car dealership in February. A man arrived at
Lithia Toyota of Medford and asked to test-drive a Ford
10Iustang. After a short demonstration, the car salesman pulled
into a parking lot so the man could take his turn behind the
wheel. Instead, the man pulled out a handgun and ordered the
salesman to climb into the trunk. The salesman refused. In the
ensuing struggle, he was shot in the abdomen.

David House, Driver and Motor Vehicle Services spokesman,
said DMV employees felt very vulnerable after hearing about, the
carjacking. He said the DMV employees union, Service
Employees International Union Local 503, requested the signs.
So far, he said, there have been no complaints or inquiries. The
New GUN WEEK, October 15, 2010

More about the many liberal' pro-gun
rights organizations
by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor
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In the last issue of Gun Week, I began what is turning out to
be a series of columns about liberal or left-leaning pro-gun
organizations and activists in the US. In part this started as
preparation for a panel on the progressive right to bear arms
movement scheduled to be presented at the 25th anniversary Gun
Rights Policy Conference in San Francisco, Sept. 24-26.

As I discovered that there were many more such groups than I
had imagined, I decided to share some of my newly gained
information with our readers in a series of columns, of which this
is the second.

Because there is so much more to know about our allies in the
progressive pro-gun movement, I will hit just a few highlights on
two of the nine groups I listed in the last issue. Some information
was obtained from their websites, and some in email
correspondence.

Going alphabetically through my list, I will begin with
Athendment II Democrats (website: A2dems.net). The a2dems
website, like most of the other progressive sites, offers a wealth
of information and commentary, including results of question-
naires they sent to candidates and congressional office holders.

According to their website, Amendment II Democrats is
currently an informal confederation of liberal, progressive,
moderate, and conservative Democrats and like-minded
individuals who are dedicated to fighting for a free and armed
America where people are safe in their homes and communities
and the Constitutional rights of all Americans are respected. They
believe in the power and effectiveness of grassroots activism and
participation in the democratic process.

In 2006, Amendment II Democrats issued a statement saying:
"Democratic control of Congress in 2006 will be impossible
unless support for reauthorizing the 1994 ban on semiautomatic
firearms is abandoned "

The group went on to announce on the second anniversary of
the expiration of the 1994 ban on semi-automatic firearms, that
the pejorative term "assault weapon" is dead.

The next progressive pro-gun group is perhaps more of a
publishing venture. Called the American Gun Culture Report
(AGCR—website: americangunculturereport.com), it publishes a
magazine.

Ross Eliot, who is a commercial fisherman working out of
Alaska when he's not being editor and publisher of this unusual
magazine had this to say about how he got involved in the pro-
gun movement:

"I got into shooting in my early 20s, about 10 years ago, so
probably later than most gun rights folks. I always heavily
research the things I'm passionate about and soon was reading all
available firearms literature. I found the prevailing conservative
politics in gun magazines to be offensive not only for their bent
but uniformity. The gunowners I knew were mostly political
activists from either leftist or anarchist backgrounds as well as
many more mainstream liberals and Democrats representing
every race, sexuality and gender. Since no magazine seemed to
value the wide spectrum of American gunowners I decided to
start my own. If any one person inspired AGCR, it was probably
the late Jeff Cooper. I couldn't believe in the modern era someone
could publicly suggest such opinions as Cooper did, for instance
that Belgian rule of the Congo (10 million dead during King
Leupold's reign) was preferable to their independence or that
English governance of India (tens of millions dead) was
enlightened.

"I published the first issue of AGCR back in 2006.
Interestingly, Cooper was the first gun rights figure to respond to
it and we had a brief, polite correspondence before his death. If
any theme has become clear over the last several years, it is that
liberals and leftists are much friendlier to gun rights than
expected. AGCR tables at events traditionally associated with
leftism such as gay rights marches, anti-war rallies, etc—and
AGCR has co-sponsored similar events—almost without
exception when someone approaches our booths looking skepti-
cal, the first thing they ask is "Are you part of the NRA?" As
soon as we reply NO, they are immediately receptive and want
more information. To this day I have still not received a strong
negative response to AGCR even from what many people would
consider the heart of anti-gun territory. People aren't so much
anti-gun, but they are anti-bigot and ,unfortunately the NRA has
become synonymous in many people's minds due to their slavish
lockstep with GOP politics, though that is thankfully changing.
However, this acceptance has so far been one-sided. You can
walk into feminist book collectives, independent book stores,
subculture record stores and radical political libraries around the
country and find copies of AGCR, but

not a single gun shop has been willing to carry it yet. People
don't realize how this works against their own economic interest.
I got an email the other day from a woman in Oregon asking if I
knew of any gun stores were any more progressive than the rest.
She said she'd drive halfway across the state to spend her money
somewhere that wasn't covered with Obama=Socialism stickers
(which, actual socialists find hilarious).

"AGCR does in fact print Libertarian and conservative writers
but has become known as a liberal gun magazine because of the
great social thirst which exists for something in reaction to the
status quo. In addition to publishing, AGCR has become involved
in other activities, sponsoring a bicycle/shooting biathlon in
Virginia one of our writers organized, and last Spring we threw
an event bringing together the major shootings and gun rights
activist groups in Oregon together for an evening of speeches,
drinking and dancing which benefited the Oregon Firearms
Federation (OFF) Legal Defense Fund."

I'll continue reporting on progressive pro-gun groups in the
next issue. The New GUN WEEK, October 15, 2010

Boston man survives front yard gunfight
A Boston, MA, man was alive, and the two guys who attacked

him and a friend were dead, following an early-morning robbery
attempt and gunfight in the man's front yard, according to the
Boston Herald.

The newspaper reported that Jerry Bourque, 25, was sitting
on his front porch with a friend about 1 a.m. on Sept. 7 when they
were approached by a couple of 18-year-olds identified as
Lakeem Tombs and Virgilio Dipre. The younger men inquired
about a woman named "Veronica," and when Bourque and his
friend couldn't help them, they left.

However, a short time later, both teens returned and this time
asked about the street name, and when Bourque said this was the
street they were seeking, the pair ordered him to "empty your
pockets." One of them pulled a handgun and began beating
Bourque, and that was the biggest and last mistake the thug made.

Turns out Bourque was armed with his licensed handgun, and
he opened fire with the pistol he had jammed in the waistband of
his trousers. When police arrived, they found Bourque wounded,
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but it was tougher news for Dipre and Tombs, who were both
mortally wounded.

National furor over NY man charged after
firing near gang

A nationwide furor erupted in the wake of a controversial
incident on Long Island, NY, where a Uniondale homeowner
identified as George Grier was arrested after he fired shots to
deter a mob of suspected gang members who threatened to kill
him and his family.

This was all because Grier had asked three men to take an
argument they were having elsewhere. Grier was concerned that
the noise from the argument, which apparently erupted in front of
his house, would wake his slumbering wife and daughter.

Grier is a black man and the estimated 20 thugs who
eventually converged on his property were allegedly all Hispanic
and associated with the violent MS-13 gang. Police estimated
there are some 2,000 MS-13 members in the Long Island
community.

After Grier asked the three men to move along, it took no
time at all for about 20 of their companions to appear, according
to various news reports and Grier's own comments during
television interviews. Several in the crowd launched threats to
kill Grier and his wife and daughter. He rushed inside the house,
yelled to his wife to call 9-1-1 and grabbed his rifle, a semi-
automatic with a pistol grip stock that he legally owned.

Grier, a church deacon and the grandson of a minister, then
fired into the air and into the ground. When police showed up a
short time later, they arrested Grier for investigation of reckless
endangerment and other charges.

His attorney, John Lewis, told one news program that the gun
does not need to be licensed in the state., and that his client did
not actually endanger anyone by firing into the ground.

Grier's arrest was quickly reported and the story raced across
the news wires and Internet. Gunowners from across the country
were infuriated, and the story even got the attention of Fox News'
Bill O'Reilly, giving it even more momentum. O'Reilly suggested
on the air that charges against Grier should have been dropped.
He was initially released on $10,000 bond.

The case was discussed on several pro-gun rights chat forums,
with gunowners generally supporting Grier's actions.

Grier told a local Fox affiliate that he was in fear for his life
when the mob gathered and threats were made. He told WCBS,
the CBS affiliate in New York, that he had asked the arguing men
to "please leave."

According to WCBS, Grier actually feared his home was
about to be invaded. He was clearly outnumbered, although prior
to the shooting, none of the aggressors had displayed a firearm. A
report on WCBS noted that citizens cannot use physical force
except in cases where force meets force. That is, is physical force
is used or threatened, then physical force may be used to deter it.

Grier has no criminal record, according to various news
agencies, and was not charged for possession of the rifle. The
New GUN WEEK, October 15, 2010

House panel OKs VA gun protections for
military vets

On Sept. 15, the House Veterans Affairs Committee passed
an amendment by Rep. John Boozman (R-AR) to provide
individuals receiving veterans' benefits with added protection
against loss of the right to possess firearms due to mental health
decisions.

Boozman's amendment to a larger veterans' benefits bill was
based on a bill (HR-2547) sponsored by Rep. Jerry Moran (R-
KS).

Currently, when a person has a fiduciary appointed to handle
his or her veterans' benefits, the federal government considers
that person to have been "adjudicated as a mental defective" and
therefore prohibited from possessing firearms. According to
Moran, the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has reported the
names of more than 117,000 veterans and family members to the
FBI for use in instant background checks.

The injustice of this process has long been criticized both by
National Rifle Association and by veterans' groups

The NRA-backed amendment (also supported by major
veterans' groups such as the American Legion and Veterans of
Foreign Wars) would provide that for purposes of the firearm
prohibition, a person subject to a mental health decision by the
VA would not be considered "adjudicated as a mental defective"
without a court finding that the person is dangerous.

A Senate companion bill (S-669) has been introduced by Sen.
Richard Burr (R-NC). The New GUN WEEK, October 15, 2010

Hunting reported beating recession
Despite the Obama administration's economic downturn, one

enterprise still appears to be healthy: Hunting.
According to USA Today, which quoted the National

Shooting Sports Foundation, spending on hunting nationwide is
"soaring." Indeed, hunting appears to have been a $27.8 billion
shot in the nation's economic arm last year, up over the $19 1
billion hunters spent in 2008.

All of those firearms and ammunition sales translate to
additional excise tax revenue for the Pittman-Robertson Federal
Aid to Wildlife Restoration program. Proceeds from that account
are apportioned annually to state wildlife agencies by the US Fish
& Wildlife Service.

One wildlife official quoted by USA Today noted that in
tough economic times, families try to cut down on expenses, and
hunting often provides food for the table.

However, hunter numbers were down last year from 2008. In
2009, more than 18 8 million people hunted with firearms, USA
Today reported, but that was down from 19.75 million in 2008.
The New GUN WEEK, October 15, 2010

OK teen gunman dies in holdup
A 14-year-old Tulsa, OK, youth was shot dead during the

attempted robbery of a convenience store in which, according to
published reports, the dead teen and an accomplice came in
shooting, only to have their gunfire returned by a clerk.

Dead is Qualynn Dabney, identified by KOKI News—the
local Fox affiliate—and the Associated Press. He was shot in the
chest and died inside the store.

It is not known what prompted the dead teen and his cohort to
come in shooting, but one Tulsa Police sergeant told the
television station that, "Somehow they're getting their hands on
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guns, and that makes them think they're big and bad. They think
they're bulletproof."

The clerk, identified as Zahid Khan, apparently had no way of
knowing the age of his assailants because they came in wearing
masks. The other robber quickly fled after Khan fired back.

KOKI revealed that he had a criminal history that included
having been disarmed a couple of times before. The New GUN
WEEK, October 15, 2010

Gun stolen in 1987 in Ohio turns up in
Washington state

A gun stolen from an Ohio home has been recovered 23 years
later at a pawn shop in Washington state, according to the
Associated Press.

There is no way to tell how the .45- caliber Colt 1911 series
pistol ended up more than 2,000 miles away from the Oxford
Township home where it was stolen in 1987, township police
Chief Michael Goins said.

Goins said he was surprised when a Lakewood, WA,
detective contacted him several months ago saying he may have
found the gun stolen more than two decades ago. The police chief
said he wasn't sure how the detective came across the gun.

Goins initially did not remember the case, but looked it up in
the department's records and found that he was the officer who
took the report from gunowner Ralph Rud. The chief said he
compared the serial number from the original report with data on
a Dallas-based computer system that collects information from
pawnshops and other businesses. He then compared data from
that system with data on the FBI's secure National Crime
Information Center computer system that stores details about
crimes.

The serial number from Rud's gun had been entered in the
FBI system the day after the pistol was stolen back in 1987, and
Goins was able to confirm the gun in Washington state belonged
to Rud.

"I was absolutely amazed that, after 23 years, it was still on
the books," Rud, now living in Connersville, IN, said.

Goins said he expects to get the gun back from Washington
soon and let Rud know when he can come and pick it up.

"It's a shame we can't follow it all the way back, so we would
know who broke into the Ruds' home all those years ago," Goins
said.

Six other guns taken in the 1987 theft have not been
recovered. The New GUN WEEK, October 15, 2010

Controversy erupts over 10-year-old in
robbery attempt

A 10-year-old boy was remanded to detention by a King
County Superior Court judge after the boy and his two half-
brothers were arrested for allegedly trying to rob a 17-year-old on
a Metro bus in Seattle.

The boy, who is not being identified, was wounded when he
apparently reached into a backpack for a .22-caliber
semiautomatic pistol that discharged during a scuffle with the
intended victim. According to published reports in the Seattle
Times and on-line Seattle Post-Intelligencer , the backpack
containing the pistol belonged to the 17-year-old, but the younger
boy apparently knew it was there.

When the youngster appeared in court, his arm was bandaged
and in a sling. Newspaper reports suggested that he belonged to a
gang and has had 13 "contacts with police" since he was 8 years
old. Judge Julia Garratt sent the youth to detention, along with his
older siblings.

However, the incident stirred up a heated community debate
about kids, firearms and parental responsibility. The mother of
the three boys attended the hearing and accused the court of
"railroading" her son.

The incident unfolded Aug. 17, when all four youths were
apparently together and the younger boys apparently learned the
would-be victim had the gun in his backpack. They apparently
thought the gun was unloaded because the magazine had been
removed, but there was a round in the chamber.

The 17-year-old reportedly boarded a bus, and the younger
boys raced to a different bus stop with the intention of boarding
the bus and stealing the backpack, according to one report. When
the 10-year-old reached into the backpack, the older boy grabbed
him in what was described as a "bear hug" and the gun
discharged. The bullet hit the younger boy in the arm.

Police spotted the boys in the altercation and moved in. The
older teen ran but was immediately caught, and apparently told
police he had tried to break up a fight.

Later, the mother of the suspects claimed the older teen had
threatened her children, and she wanted the 10-year-old released
so she could take care of him. A deputy prosecutor wanted all
three held because of what she described as "an escalating pattern
of criminal conduct."

The story provided plenty of fodder for Seattle talk radio, and
public reaction in reader feedback sections of the newspapers was
not sympathetic with the child or the mother. The New GUN
WEEK, October 15, 2010

New Gun Week News Alerts (above):

***************************************************

SAF --NEWS RELEASES
Monday, October 25, 2010 12:20 PM

Second Amendment Rights Reaffirmed In
California Once Again!

Second Amendment Rights Reaffirmed After Sacramento
County Sheriff's Office Changes Carry License Policies Say Gun
Rights Organizations Case Continues Against Yolo County To
Secure Right To Self-Defense

BELLEVUE, WA & SAN CARLOS, CA - The Second
Amendment Foundation (SAF) and the Calguns Foundation have
dismissed their case against Sacramento County, California and
its Sheriff, John McGinness, after the Sheriff modified his
handgun carry permitting policy. Law-abiding Sacramento
County residents may now successfully apply for permits to carry
handguns by asserting self-defense as a basis for carry permit
issuance. A one-year residency requirement has been eliminated,
as has policy language that tied self-defense to arbitrary
geographic factors.

While Sacramento County has changed its policies, other
counties still fail to recognize that self-defense is a legally
sufficient reason for issuance of a handgun carry permit. The
litigation will continue against Yolo County and its Sheriff, Ed
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Prieto, on behalf of SAF, Calguns, and Davis resident Adam
Richards. Additionally, this past March, Calguns supporter Brett
Stewart unsuccessfully asserted self-defense as a basis for
seeking a carrying license from Sheriff Prieto. The Sheriff's
written policy states that "self protection and protection of family
(without credible threats of violence)" are insufficient reasons to
exercise Second Amendment rights. Mr. Stewart will seek to join
the litigation as a plaintiff in this case, now styled Richards v.
Prieto.

"We are very happy to have been able to work with Sheriff
McGinness to assist Sacramento County in revising their policies
and practices," said Gene Hoffman, Chairman of the Calguns
Foundation. "Over the past year, more than 30 of our law abiding
members and supporters have received licenses to carry firearms
with good cause' statements that are simple variations of self-
defense. Even though the Sheriff is retiring at the end of the year,
both candidates to replace Sheriff McGinness have publicly
stated their support for Second Amendment rights and that they
consider self-defense a compelling reason for issuance of gun
carry permit."

"The Second Amendment Foundation will continue working
with the Calguns Foundation and keep funding attorney Alan
Gura's lawsuits in California until everyone's firearms civil rights
are fully protected," added SAF founder Alan Gottlieb.
"Together, we will see many more legal victories."

For those who wish to apply for a CCW permit, the Calguns
Foundation maintains an informational portal to assist applicants
in all 58 California counties as part of its recently announced
Carry Licensing Compliance and Sunshine Initiative. The
Sacramento County page has details on the actual procedure and
successful good cause statements and is available at

<http://bit.ly/CGFSacCarry> http://bit.ly/CGFSacCarry .

=============================================
October 22, 2010 4:51 PM

SAF Announces Fundraising Store Affiliate
Program

Today, the Second Amendment Foundation announced its
online store affiliate program, which will allow organizations to
support the SAF and its mission. These banners will even offer a
modest commission back to the host website serving the dual
purpose of enabling SAF to support the organizations which
support the Foundation.

In addition to the affiliate program, the store now offers gift
certificates for those hard-to-buy-for friends and family, and has
also added a “wish list” function which enables shoppers to add
items to a “buy” list and forward the list via email, just in time for
the upcoming holiday season.

“We’re making strides with the store and look forward to
adding more value in the form of additional merchandise lines,
and making the customer’s shopping experience more pleasant’
said Robert Kreisler, General Manager of the online store.

Interested webmasters are encouraged to contact the SAF
Store management through the ‘affiliate program’ link under the
site’s main menu at: www.safstore.org
<http://www.safstore.org/> to learn how to become an Affiliate.

<http://www.safstore.org/>
Robert Kreisler, General Manager

877-SAF-1911
=============================================
Second Amendment Foundation Sponsors "Don't Be a
Victim", the Orion Multimedia Personal Defense Block on
Spike TV

October 20, 2010
Orion Multimedia, the world leader in outdoor adventure

programming, is proud to welcome The Second Amendment
Foundation as a sponsor of the ground breaking block of
programming, “Don't Be a Victim’ airing on Spike TV, Saturday
mornings beginning at 9AM EST.

The Second Amendment Foundation is dedicated to
promoting a better understanding of our Constitutional heritage to
privately own and possess firearms. “Don't Be a Victim”, eagerly
followed by the largest personal defense audience in history,
provides viewers with useful personal safety information focusing
on awareness, training and knowledge as the cornerstones of
responsible gun ownership.

Until now, finding useful information on personal defense in
the mainstream media has been a difficult, if not impossible
task. With gun sales soaring, gun ownership has gone
mainstream. Nearly 15 million guns were sold in 2009, the
highest such total on record, and there are more than 200 million
guns in private ownership in the US. Now with the Second
Amendment Foundation’s sponsorship, and partnership, of the
“Don't Be a Victim” block, it’s members will be even better
informed regarding personal safety and the responsible ownership
of a firearm.

“The Second Amendment Foundation is very excited about
being a sponsor for a TV show that reaches millions viewers with
very important and timely programming,” says Alan Gottlieb,
Founder of the Second Amendment Foundation. “Don't be a
Victim” is exceptionally produced and we are honored to be a
part of it."

“We're delighted to partner with the Second Amendment
Foundation as a leader in defending firearm freedoms,' says Chris
Dorsey, President of Orion Multimedia and Executive Producer
of the programming. “Their list of 6 million gun owners will help
us grow the already unprecedented reach of this vital personal
defense programming.”

The “Don't Be a Victim” block of self defense and personal
safety series consists of four, half hour shows: “What If?” a look
back at some of the most notorious shootings, and what if citizens
were armed and trained to deal with a threat. Beretta’s, “Because
Lives Depend on It” gives audiences a first hand look at how
military and law enforcement train, and what citizens can learn
about their own personal safety. “Practical Tactical” covers the
realm of personal defense tactics and training with firearms, self-
defense and non-traditional weapons to keep you safe in any
situation. Ruger’s “Conceal and Carry School” follows 9
students who vow to never be victims again as they are put
through an intensive weapons course. Also complimenting the 4
series of the “Don't Be a Victim” block are three vignettes:
”Predator Stoppers” gives audiences a look at the latest in
firearms, ammunition and accessories on the market today. The
“Sig Sauer School for Survival” is a glimpse into the world-
famous Sig Sauer Academy and the courses designed to train
citizens for potentially dangerous situations that may arise. And
Insight Technology’s, “Even the Odds”, are vivid stories of
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armed citizens who turned the tables on criminals and fought
back.

The “Don't Be a Victim” block of programming airs Saturday

mornings on Spike TV, 9am � 11am EST, check local listings in

your area for times and channel.
Tell us your story of how you defended yourself or loved ones

against ruthless criminals at <http://www.dontbeavictimtv.com/>
www.dontbeavictimtv.com and you may be selected to share your
story on an upcoming episode.

For more information on the Second Amendment Foundation,
visit <http://www.saf.org/> www.saf.org

SAF is a Proud Sponsor of Don't Be a
Victim TV Show

This Saturday, October 16th on the Don't Be a Victim block
on Spike TV, What If? will explore the Luby’s Cafeteria shooting
in Kileen, Texas on October 16, 1991 and hear from survivor,
Susanna Gracia Hupp who left her handgun in her vehicle, a
mistake that could have saved the lives of her parents and the
lives of many others that day.

The vignette, Predator Stoppers will look at the small and
compact, Ruger LCP and show audiences why it is perfect for
conceal carry. Because Lives Depend On It will feature experts
on close quarters combat scenarios and we’ll see two former
Navy SEALS train, but who’s identity needs to be kept
confidential. The Sig Sauer School for Survival will highlight a
workplace violence scenario and what you should do if you find
yourself in one.

Want to learn how to defend yourself with an edged weapon,
we’ll show you on Practical Tactical, along with how to get
through any door and out any window, and safety while
jogging. All skills one should lean and practice when taking
charge of their personal protection. Even The Odds will tell the
real life survival story told by Danny Coulson and his memorable
night on the job as a police officer. Conceal and Carry School
will introduce the nine students and instructors at the Tac Pro
Shooting Center in Texas, all who have vowed never to be
victims again. How will each student fare learning their way
around handguns? Find out on Conceal and Carry School.

Don’t Be A Victim airs Saturday, October 16th: 9:00am:
11:00am EST

(Check local listings in your area)
www.dontbeavictimtv.com

=============================================

SAF SUES ERIC HOLDER, FBI OVER
MISDEMEANOR GUN RIGHTS DENIAL

BELLEVUE, WA - Acting on behalf of a Georgia resident
and honorably discharged Vietnam War veteran, the Second
Amendment Foundation today filed a lawsuit against Attorney
General Eric Holder and the Federal Bureau of Investigation over
enforcement of a federal statute that can deny gun rights to
someone with a simple misdemeanor conviction on his record.

The lawsuit was filed in United States District Court for the
District of Columbia. SAF and co-plaintiff Jefferson Wayne
Schrader of Cleveland, GA are represented by attorney Alan

Gura, who successfully argued both the Heller and McDonald
cases before the U.S. Supreme Court.

In July 1968, Schrader, then 21, was found guilty of
misdemeanor assault and battery relating to a fight involving a
man who had previously assaulted him in Annapolis, MD. The
altercation was observed by a police officer, who arrested
Schrader, then an enlisted man in the Navy, stationed in
Annapolis. The man he fought with was in a street gang that had
attacked him for entering their "territory," according to the
complaint.

Schrader was ordered to pay a $100 fine and $9 court cost.
He subsequently served a tour of duty in Vietnam and was
eventually honorably discharged. However, in 2008 and again in
2009, Mr. Schrader was denied the opportunity to receive a
shotgun as a gift, or to purchase a handgun for personal
protection. He was advised by the FBI to dispose of or surrender
any firearms he might have or face criminal prosecution.

"Schrader's dilemma," explained SAF Executive Vice
President Alan Gottlieb, "is that until recently, Maryland law did
not set forth a maximum sentence for the crime of misdemeanor
assault. Because of that, he is now being treated like a felon and
his gun rights have been denied.

"No fair-minded person can tolerate gun control laws being
applied this way," he added. "Mr. Schrader's case is a great
example of why gun owners cannot trust government bureaucrats
to enforce gun laws."

The Second Amendment Foundation (www.saf.org) is the
nation's oldest and largest tax-exempt education, research,
publishing and legal action group focusing on the Constitutional
right and heritage to privately own and possess firearms. Founded
in 1974, The Foundation has grown to more than 650,000
members and supporters and conducts many programs designed
to better inform the public about the consequences of gun control.
SAF has previously funded successful firearms-related suits
against the cities of Los Angeles;

New Haven, CT; and San Francisco on behalf of American
gun owners, a lawsuit against the cities suing gun makers and an
amicus brief and fund for the Emerson case holding the Second
Amendment as an individual right.

***The Second Amendment Foundation (www.saf.org) is the nation's
oldest and largest tax-exempt education, research, publishing and legal
action group focusing on the Constitutional right and heritage to
privately own and possess firearms. Founded in 1974, The Foundation
has grown to more than 650,000 members and supporters and conducts
many programs designed to better inform the public about the
consequences of gun control. SAF has previously funded successful
firearms-related suits against the cities of Los Angeles; New Haven, CT;
and San Francisco on behalf of American gun owners, a lawsuit against
the cities suing gun makers and an amicus brief and fund for the
Emerson case holding the Second Amendment as an individual right.

SAF --NEWS RELEASES (above):

***************************************************
CCRKBA --NEWS RELEASES

http://www.ccrkba.org/

CCRKBA --NEWS RELEASES (above):
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=============================================
Gun Owners of America NEWS RELEASES:
Gun Owners of America E-Mail Alerts
8001 Forbes Place, Suite 102, Springfield, VA 22151
Phone: 703-321-8585 / FAX: 703-321-8408
http://www.gunowners.org/ordergoamem.htm

Huge Victories From Coast-to-Coast
Wednesday, November 3, 2010

Candidates backed by Gun Owners of America scored
tremendous wins in Tuesday's elections.

In many cases, GOA was the ONLY national pro-gun
organization to actively oppose Nancy Pelosi's "Blue Dog"
Democrats. Our aggressive opposition to these Representatives --
who are mistakenly considered to be somewhat conservative --
was well worth the effort as Pelosi has now been reduced to
minority status.

You can go to the GOA website -- at
http://gunowners.org/goa-victories.htm -- to see the dozens of
new GOA-backed Senators and Representatives that will be
serving you.

Some of the highlights include:
* California, Dist. 19 -- Jeff Denham
* Florida, Senate -- Marco Rubio
* Florida, Dist. 22 -- Allen West
* Minnesota, Dist. 8 -- Chip Cravaack
* Missouri, Dist. 4 -- Vicky Hartzler
* Ohio, Dist. 6 -- Bill Johnson
* Virginia, Dist. 9 -- Morgan Griffith
* Washington, Dist. 2 -- John Koster

These are patriots who will be protecting the Constitution and
your gun rights for years to come. Please go to the above URL to
"meet" them.

==================================

Now, The Critical Action Is: Vote!
Get Out and Vote on Tuesday!
-- And don't forget the GOA Voter's Guide
Monday, November 1, 2010

This is it. We're finally down to the last hours before
Election Day.

Gun Owners of America urges all supporters of the Second
Amendment to cast their votes for the most pro-gun candidate
running in your district or state.

If you need to know how the candidates are rated in your
district, then please go to the most comprehensive pro-gun
Voter's Guide on the web at:
http://gunowners.org/2010candidateratingsguide.htm

To see the voting record of incumbents on gun issues, you
can go here: http://capwiz.com/gunowners/issues/votes

The pro-gun candidates in your area need your help on
Election Day. You can look them up on our website at
http://goapvf.org and contact their headquarters to offer your
help.

Pre-election polls show that we are on the cusp of a bloodless
revolution. But the polls won't get it done... that's your job.

So please don't forget to vote. And don't forget to get all of
your pro-gun family and friends to vote as well.

==================================
GOA in the Trenches, Highlighting Records
of Pro-gun Congressmen

Gun Owners of America E-Mail Alert
Tuesday, October 26, 2010
GOA representatives are traveling coast-to-coast to discuss

the differences between candidates running for office.
GOA's Political Victory Fund has already issued scores of

alerts, endorsements and contributions in important elections that
will take place next week. You can go to goapvf.org to see the
highlights of these races.

GOA representatives are appearing at press conferences or
rallies in several states. While the following are just the tip of the
iceberg, they represent the type of work that GOA is doing:

* Arizona, Dist. 1 -- Paul Gosar (A rated) vs. Ann Kirkpatrick
(C rated)

* Colorado, Dist. 3 -- Scott Tipton (A rated) vs. John Salazar
(D rated)

* Florida, Dist. 2 -- Steve Southerland (A- rated) vs. Allen
Boyd (D rated)

* Georgia, Dist. 2 -- Mike Keown (A- rated) vs. Sanford
Bishop (C- rated)

* Michigan, Dist. 7 -- Tim Walberg (A rated) vs. Mark
Schauer (D rated)

* Minnesota, Dist. 8 -- Chip Cravaack (A rated) vs. Jim
Oberstar (D rated)

* Missouri, Dist. 4 -- Vicky Hartzler (A rated) vs. Ike Skelton
(C rated)

* New Mexico, Dist. 1 -- Jon Barela (A rated) vs. Martin
Heinrich (D rated)

New Mexico, Dist. 2 -- Steve Pearce (A rated) vs. Harry
Teague (C rated)

New Mexico, Dist. 3 -- Tom Mullins (A rated) vs. Ben Ray
Lujan (F rated)

* Pennsylvania, Dist. 11 -- Lou Barletta (A rated) vs. Paul
Kanjorski (D rated)

Pennsylvania, Dist. 12 -- Tim Burns (A rated) vs. Mark Critz
(NR)

* Virginia, Dist. 9 -- Morgan Griffith (A rated) vs. Rick
Boucher (C rated)

* Washington, Dist. 2 -- John Koster (A rated) vs. Rick
Larsen (F rated)

Many of the above races involve Blue Dog Democrats who
are trying to portray themselves as solid defenders of the Second
Amendment, but their current grades seem to reveal they are
nothing more than Pelosi puppets.

You can go to this:
http://www.redstate.com/dhorowitz3/2010/10/05/the-nra-is-
helping-preserve-the-anti-gun-democrat-majority/ link to see a
bigger list of Blue Dogs who have been working to prop up
Pelosi.

The GOA representatives who will be traveling this week
include Vice-Chairman Tim Macy, Executive Director Larry
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Pratt, Director of Federal Affairs John Velleco, and Director of
Communications Erich Pratt.

==================================
UN Gun Control Push Requires Obama-proof
Congress
Behind the Scenes, Obama Continues Pushing UN
Gun Control Treaty -- Voters can stop this global

tyranny by electing an Obama-proof Congress
http://gunowners.org/ordergoamem.htm

Friday, October 22, 2010
In late September, several dozen UN representatives met at

the University of Massachusetts in Boston to further discuss their
plans for global gun control.

While our President may have a history of being absent for
important events -- missing over 300 votes while in the U.S.
Senate, dissing important dignitaries who visit our country, etc. --
he was sure to have his administration represented at this
meeting.

The final report for the Boston Symposium on the Arms
Trade Treaty (ATT) is posted online and states that:

"In the end, we seek to achieve an ATT that will establish the
highest possible common international standards for the import,
export and transfer of conventional arms, including small arms
and light weapons, in order to contribute effectively towards
peace and stability. This Symposium has brought us one step
closer to achieving that goal."

So, they are one step closer to their goal. What are there goals
for our firearms?

Apart from using generic phrases like "highest possible
common international standards" (aka, gun controls), the gun
banners are very careful not to publicly post specific anti-gun
proposals that would excite the American public against them.
But Paul Gallant and Joanne Eisen, who have attended these UN
meetings, spell out what the proposed ATT will really entail.

Writing together with another noted firearms author of the
Independence Institute, Dave Kopel, they say that an Arms Trade
Treaty would impose:

* Microstamping on firearms, thus increasing the cost of each
gun by about $200;

* Registration of all firearms, which is often a prelude to gun
confiscation;

* Restrictions on gun sales, especially private transfers (thus,
no more gun shows as we know them);

* Embargoes on firearms and materials (such as nickel and
tungsten) that would limit access to many of the firearms which
are sold in this country.

I'll never submit to any stinkin' gun
control laws!

You might think: "I don't care what the UN imposes on us, I
will never comply with their gun controls."

Oh really? So, you'll never buy a new gun from a gun dealer?
Because if you do -- and that gun has been manufactured
according to UN treaty standards -- then the microstamping
technology on that gun will cost you a couple hundred dollars
extra.

Not only that, the signature impressions that the firing pin
leaves on your spent cartridge cases will be registered with the
government under your name.

No problem, you say, you're not a criminal -- so who cares if
the signature from your firing pin is registered with the
government.

Well, do you ever take your guns to a shooting range and
leave your spent brass? According to Kopel, criminals could
easily implicate innocent gun owners by going to gun ranges,
collecting the empty casings and dumping them at crime scenes.
Moreover, the common practice of selling or giving away once-
fired brass could disappear overnight.

Do you still think that a UN treaty won't affect you? The
"master minds" at the UN plan to register every firearms sale that
passes through a gun dealer and to cut off (make illegal) any
private sale that you might attempt as a means of circumventing
their controls.

But we can beat this travesty by electing an Obama-proof
Senate this November!

Even if the President signs the Arms Trade Treaty -- and he
most certainly will when it's completed -- we can strangle this
hideous creature in its cradle if he can't get two-thirds of all the
Senators to support him.

Help GOA stop UN gun control
That's why GOA is here, fighting to make sure he can't

impose a UN gun ban on every American citizen.
GOA has published its 2010 Voter Guide which is available

at the GOA website.
And the GOA Political Victory Fund has helped pushed

several pro-gun candidates over the hump in their primaries and
into the lead for the general election. You can go to the GOA-
PVF site to get more details on these races.

Finally, you can help Gun Owners of America continue to
spread the word about pro-gun candidates by going to
http://gunowners.org/ordergoamem.htm and contributing to the
organization that is on the front lines defending your gun rights
without compromising one inch.

This is crunch time. We are less than two weeks away from
one of the most important elections in our lifetimes.

Thank you so much for your support!

Gun Owners of America NEWS RELEASES (above):

Gun Owners of America E-Mail Alert
8001 Forbes Place, Suite 102, Springfield, VA
22151
Phone: 703-321-8585 / FAX: 703-321-8408
http://gunowners.org

***************************************************

NSSF Bullet Points (below):
**Bullet Points

Bullet Points 10-25-10
Get Prepared: Election Day One Week Away 2010

ELECTION ALERT . . .



Page 30

Next week's elections at both the state and federal levels will
have an impact on the firearms industry and law-abiding gun
owners. NSSF urges voters to make every effort possible to cast
their ballot on Tuesday, Nov. 2, for candidates that support
firearms and hunting freedoms, especially since many races are
extremely close. Get up to speed on the elections through NSSF's
Voter Education webpage, which will offer daily updates all the
way up to Election Day. Don't forget, if you are traveling on
business, be sure to obtain an absentee ballot or take advantage of
early voting if it is offered in your state.

POLL: NINE IN 10 SPORTSMEN 'VERY' LIKELY TO VOTE
IN ELECTIONS . .

10/20/2010 Print
SCI Sportsmen Polling Memorandum

Washington, DC – Nine in ten sportsmen and
women are “very” likely to vote in the upcoming mid-
term elections according to a poll released today from
Safari Club International. Further, 40% of sportsmen
say they are “very” interested in the upcoming
elections suggesting sportsmen’s participation in the
November election is likely to be significant.

“Hunters are standing ready to protect their sport,
the jobs and economic benefits it brings to rural
communities, in the voting booth this year. Our poll
shows that the sportsmen’s community is more
interested in these elections than ever before, and
hunters stand ready to vote on November 2nd,” said
Safari Club President Larry Rudolph.

The poll, conducted in September, and based on
responses from 500 randomly selected self-identified
sportsmen nationwide also found:

 Nearly half (47%) believe sportsmen interests
are underrepresented by the government in
Washington, D.C.

 Nearly eight in 10 (79%) sportsmen believe
things in the country have gotten off on the wrong
track.

 Ninety-three percent (93%) of sportsmen are
concerned about gun ownership rights with 74%
saying they are “very” concerned.

 Three in five (60%) of sportsmen also say they
are very concerned about potential new laws
governing ammunition and protecting the
environment.

 An overwhelming majority (92%) believe each
state should manage and regulate its own wildlife
opposed to the federal government.

“This poll demonstrates that Safari Club’s
members and hunters around the country are greatly
concerned about protecting the freedom to hunt, gun

rights, land use and wildlife management issues in the
next Congress and we are ready to make our voices
heard at the ballot box,” continued Rudolph. “With
more than 16 million Americans actively participating
in hunting every year, sportsmen have an opportunity
to make a real impact in a few short weeks.”

'RIGHT TO HUNT AND FISH' . . . According

to a recent Behavior Research Center poll, Arizona voters
support Proposition 109 with a seven-point lead statewide (42
percent for and 35 percent against) and a 17-point lead for voters
under 35 years old. At the same time, the Humane Society of the
United States' (HSUS), along with another donor that has
partnered with HSUS in the past, has donated more than a half
million dollars in the last 10 days to oppose Prop 109. Don’t
allow HSUS to further its state-by-state anti-hunting agenda.
Tennessee, Arkansas and South Carolina will also vote on "right
to hunt and fish" amendments on Election Day.

Legal & Legislative
REP. DAN BOREN'S MICROSTAMPING BILL . . . In

early July, U.S. Rep. Dan Boren introduced NSSF-supported
legislation (H.R. 5667) to direct the U.S. Attorney General to
work with the National Academy of Sciences to conduct a
comprehensive study of firearm microstamping. Boren, as
recently as this past week, has had to clear up confusion about the
bill and assure sportsmen that this is in fact a pro-gun bill. NSSF
strongly supports Boren's bill and also applauds Rep. John
Boozman (R-Ark.) for agreeing to cosponsor the bill.

N.Y. GOVERNOR FIRES DEC COMMISSIONER . . .
Pete Grannis, the commissioner of the state Department of
Environmental Conservation since 2007, was fired by New
York's governor due to "poor performance and insubordination."
The "insubordination" is linked to the leak of a memo sent by the
DEC to the state's Budget Division that laid out in stark terms the
possible consequences of the planned layoffs of more than 200
agency employees, according to the Times Union. Grannis'
appointment overcame initial skepticism by the sporting
community to eventually gain general popularity, and, ironically,
he had been scheduled to receive a "Friend of the Outdoors
Award" from the New York State Outdoor Writers Association
the day after his firing.

NSSF RESPONDS TO NBC NIGHTLY NEWS REPORT
ON MEXICO . . . NSSF President and CEO Steve Sanetti sent a
letter:

October 20, 2010
Mr. Steve Capus
President, NBC Nightly News
30 Rockefeller Plaza
New York, NY 10112
nightly@nbc.com
Re: Mexico: The War Next Door
Dear Mr. Capus:
I am deeply concerned with a recent report (“Mexico:

The War Next Door,” October 17, 2010) in which NBC
Nightly News senior correspondent Richard Engle stated
that “most of the cartel related killings in Mexico are
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carried out with assault rifles and .50 caliber machine guns
bought over the counter in the United States.”

I would like to know where Mr. Engle came up with
this claim.

The firearms industry is one of America's oldest and
most storied entities. We played a prominent role in
America's westward expansion, continue to serve as the
Arsenal for Democracy and support the conservation of
America's wildlife and great outdoors. We are also one of
the most regulated industries in the world. From
production to distribution, distribution to sale, everything
we as an industry do is overseen by the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF).

There are no statistics to support the notion that “most”
killings in Mexico involve so-called “assault rifles” or .50
caliber machine guns. Furthermore, the notion that anyone
is walking into a retail store and purchasing .50 caliber
machine guns is completely without merit. These firearms
are not only extraordinarily expensive, but require a
special tax stamp and clearance from federal law
enforcement to purchase and possess, making such sales
extremely rare.

Unfortunately, spreading misinformation about
members of the firearms industry and cartel related
violence in Mexico isn’t limited to just your network. In
our battle to correct such misinformation we, the National
Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF), the trade association
for America’s firearms industry, have responded to
newspaper articles, editorials, radio and television
programs and even documentaries. In all of these cases we
have cited ATF statistics noting that the vast majority of
recovered firearms in Mexico do not come from the United
States. You see, of the firearms that are recovered in
Mexico, only a small portion can be traced.

It is only of this small number of traced firearms that a
higher percent were first sold in the U.S.

Not the total. Not anywhere near the total.
Still, this latest report by NBC is particularly troubling.
Why was there was no mention of the average “Time to

Recovery” of firearms in Mexico?
According to the ATF, the average age of recovered

firearms in Mexico is more than 14 years past the original
purchase date, a clear indicator that these firearms have not
been recently acquired in the United States.

How was it that your team failed to comment on well-
documented reports that drug cartels are illegally
smuggling fully-automatic firearms, grenades and other
weapons into Mexico from South and Central America
(Washington Post, July 17, 2010)?

Similarly, there was no mention of the 2,000 ATF
inspections of firearms dealers along the border, the result
of which was not a single dealer being charged with a
crime.

Finally, perhaps if Mr. Engle had spoken to even just
one local ATF Field office he would have learned that

rather than being a source for criminals to obtain firearms,
America’s Federally licensed retailers are law-abiding men
and women considered by law enforcement to be the first
line of defense against firearms trafficking.

Members of the firearms industry take very seriously
the illegal acquisition and misuse of firearms. This is why
NSSF, in partnership with the ATF, developed the Don’t
Lie for the Other Guy anti-straw purchasing campaign
(www.dontlie.org). The intent of the program is to raise
public awareness that it is a serious crime to purchase a
firearm for someone who cannot legally do so and to help
ATF to educate firearms retailers on how to better detect
and deter illegal straw purchases.

Moving forward, I believe NSSF can be a valuable
resource for NBC Nightly News. I would appreciate an
opportunity to meet with you to discuss this idea and to see
how we can help educate your viewers on firearms related
matters. I look forward to your response.

Sincerely,
NATIONAL SHOOTING SPORTS FOUNDATION
Stephen L. Sanetti
President & CEO
SLS/jg

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
SUPREME COURT JUSTICES SPOTTED SKEET

SHOOTING TOGETHER . . . According to two witnesses,
Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia took fellow Justice Elena
Kagan out for a lesson in skeet shooting at his shooting club in
Virginia last week, reports The Daily Caller.

Scalia takes Kagan to gun range, sources
say

Alexis Levinson - The Daily Caller Alexis Levinson -
The Daily Caller Mon Oct 25, 1:00 am ET

According to two witnesses, Supreme Court Justice
Antonin Scalia took fellow Justice Elena Kagan out for a
lesson in skeet shooting at his shooting club in Virginia
last week.

The witnesses saw Scalia at the Fairfax Rod and Gun
Club, where he is a member, around noon on Wednesday
of last week. He was with a woman who was noticeably
diminutive in height, like Kagan, who stands at about five
feet three inches. The witnesses, who got a very close look
at the pair, say that the woman was the newest Supreme
Court Justice.

Scalia was bending down in order to teach Kagan how
to hold the shotgun, the witnesses say, and the pair were
shooting skeet.

Kagan, who was nominated to the Supreme Court by
President Obama in May and confirmed by the Senate in
August, is generally believed to hold negative opinions
toward the Second Amendment. The perception is based
on a memo she penned in the eighties as Justice Thurgood
Marshall’s law clerk, in which she said she was “not
sympathetic” to the Second Amendment argument in a
case that dealt with the District of Columbia’s gun laws.



Page 32

Also, during her time as a member of the Clinton
administration, she played a role in instituting a temporary
suspension of licenses for the importation of assault rifles.
Kagan did not comment on the issue of gun rights during
her confirmation hearings.

The Fairfax Rod and Gun Club would not comment on
the matter. The Supreme Court of the United States did not
respond to request for a comment.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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OUTDOORS: To eat or not to eat: The debate over lead

ammunition and healthy eating
WORTHINGTON — I got a call from a reader the other day

asking about the consumption of wild game and if there were any
measurable health hazards of doing so. This question really
boiled down to whether game that was killed by a lead bullet or
lead birdshot was dangerous for humans to consume.

By: Scott Rall, Worthington Daily Globe
WORTHINGTON — I got a call from a reader the

other day asking about the consumption of wild game
and if there were any measurable health hazards of
doing so. This question really boiled down to whether
game that was killed by a lead bullet or lead birdshot
was dangerous for humans to consume.

This has been a question in the back of my mind
and a source of agitation, which I will address later in
the column. I started researching this issue with a
certain set of preconceived notions. I have hunted
pheasants with lead shot for more than 30 years. I use
lead shot shells because they have the greatest killing
power.

You can debate this for the next 30 years, but in my
book they work better by a large margin. This means
more clean kills and less lost cripples. As a hunter, I
think I have a responsibility to bring all of the game I
shoot to the bag. Lead shot helps me do just that. Have
I swallowed some lead pellets over that time period? I
am sure I have, and I have never worried about it.

What I found in my lead poisoning research is that
depending on who you are and what it is you are
trying to convince people of, the same information can
be twisted to support both sides of the issue. Facts are
facts, but how they are presented can have a profound
influence on your decision on this issue.

Those who would like to ban lead ammunition will
quote a study that was done in North Dakota a few
years back. The researchers tested children and adults
who consumed wild game and another group who
didn’t. What they found was that the group who ate
wild game had higher lead blood levels than those
who didn’t. If this was all of the information you

received, then it might seem reasonable to sound an
alarm and support a ban on lead ammunition.

The numbers are as follows, the group who ate
venison and other wild game shot with lead
ammunition had a lead blood level of 1.27
micrograms per deciliter. The group of people who
didn’t eat wild game killed with lead bullets had a
lead blood level of .84 micrograms per deciliter. This
translated into a 50 percent higher lead level for the
hunting group. What a cause for alarm! Oh my
goodness, this must mean all of these hunters and their
families are surely going to die or suffer greatly from
terrible and unhealthy lives.

What the group doing the research did not tell you
is that both of the North Dakota study groups had
much lower blood lead levels than the national
average. The children in both of the North Dakota
study groups had blood lead levels 50 percent or more
below the national average. The Center for Disease
Control states that any number below 10 micrograms
per deciliter is considered safe. The group with the
highest blood lead level of 1.27 micrograms per
deciliter was at only 13 percent of what is considered
safe. This no longer seems to be cause for alarm.

The National Shooting Sports Foundation
deciphers this data to say that the small amount of lead
ingested by hunters is so low that it poses no
measureable health risks compared to the non-hunting
general public. I concur with this finding in my mind.
Once you see all of the data you can make a more
informed decision. Unfortunately, it is really hard to
get all of the data on the same page. I had to research
more than 30 Internet sites to compile all of the
needed information. Hunters have been consuming
wild game since the inception of the firearm and
almost all of the game taken in the past 200 years has
been killed with ammunition made from lead.

Now I will share a frustration I have with the
political correctness of today’s society. I had an idea
(not a new idea by any means) to round up all of the
members of the hunting community in our area of the
state and urge them to donate all of their uneaten wild
game to the area food shelves to help feed the needy,
lower-income members of our community. This is the
same game consumed by hunters over the prior year.
What I learned was very disappointing. After
investigating the possibilities, I was informed this
product did meet the necessary quality requirements to
be donated. Only game processed by a certified meat
or game processor was eligible to be donated.
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I asked myself, “Why is this meat good enough for
me and my family, but not good enough to be
consumed by those who have difficulty affording
enough groceries to feed themselves and their
families?” I was informed it was the lead. These folks
must be only getting half of the story. I don’t know of
any pheasant or deer hunters who would drive 100
miles to drop off a few pheasants or a deer in order for
it to be processed in a manner fit for donation.

Bob’s Locker in Lismore used to be certified to
process deer for donation, but the rules to stay
certified were so cumbersome they gave it up. I have a
hard time believing some state of Minnesota office
bureaucrat can teach the folks at Bob’s Locker, or any
other area locker for that matter, anything about
processing anything.

It is my understanding southwest Minnesota has no
certified processors for deer processing and donation.
If I have missed someone, please let me know and I
will get that information in this space next week.
Hunters have always been very generous and we
should get past all of the red tape and allow them to
continue this tradition.

Lead in wild game is really a non-issue for me.
There is one safety factor regarding lead that you do
need to know about — it is dangerous to the cavity
fillings in your teeth. Lead pellets can do a great job of
knocking your filling loose, and that can be painful. I
am planning a pheasant get-together tomorrow night
and will be sure to remind all of my guests to chew
carefully. There is a place for all wild game at my
house, and that place is right next to the potatoes and
gravy.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

CWD RESEARCH ADVANCES, BUT NO
SILVER BULLET YET. . . Hunters and wildlife
managers eager to hear the promise of vaccine to rid
herds of chronic wasting disease (CWD) received a
shot of reality at a recent meeting of the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources, reports the Wildlife
Management Institute. Dr. Scott Napier, biochemist at
the University of Saskatchewan and program manager
of emerging diseases at VIDO-InterVac, reported that
his team has been working on a vaccine-based
technology and early tests have shown potential, but
bridging the gap between the theory and practical
application as a CWD vaccine will require more than
a little time and financing.

ATK ANNOUNCES ARMY AMMUNITION
CONTRACTS . . . ATK (NYSE:ATK) has received orders from

the U.S. Army for nearly 300 million rounds of the new M855A1
Enhanced Performance Round (EPR). The EPR is an enhanced
version of the M855 5.56mm cartridge, used by U.S. troops since
the early 1980s. ATK also announced it has received additional
orders worth $10 million for nonstandard ammunition (NSA) in
support of its current NSA multi-year contract with the U.S.
Army Contracting Command in Rock Island, Ill. The three-year
contract calls for ATK to acquire and deliver a broad range of
NSA, or non-NATO ammunition, to Kabul, Afghanistan, to train
and sustain allied security forces.

RIFLE AND PISTOL WORLD CUP FINALS IN
MUNICH THIS WEEK . . . Competition in the International
Shooting Sports Federation (ISSF) Rifle and Pistol World Cup
Final in Munich, Germany, today through Thursday will include
six accomplished shooters in the U.S. delegation, reports USA
Shooting. For a complete schedule of events and more
information, visit the ISSF website.

=============================================

News of Note
CITIBANK CONTINUES ANTI-GUN POLICIES . . .

October 8, 2010 By Larry Keane View Comments
Once again Citibank has drawn the ire of the firearms

community over its credit policies. This time it deals with not
extending lines of credit to businesses even remotely related to
the firearms industry. As many people remember back in January
2008, NSSF took Citi Merchant Services to task over its decision
to stop processing credit card transactions involving the lawful
sale of firearms by law-abiding, federally licensed, firearm
distributors/retailers. Unfortunately, it became evident that the
decision was not a mistake of a single employee, but was rather a
corporate-wide policy.

Fast forward to October 2010 when the Warne Scope Mounts
Company of Oregon, manufacturers of scopes and components,
decided to submit an application for a business line of credit to
purchase materials from the Home Depot. The credit line was
initially approved, only to be rescinded the next day by Home
Depot Credit Services, Citibank (South Dakota), N.A., Creditor
based upon the simple explanation that, “It’s because of the
industry you are in.” The term industry simply meant that the
company “makes parts for the gun industry.” A law-abiding
manufacturer that wanted to purchase materials from the Home
Depot NOT to be used in the making of their products was
denied credit simply because of the association with the firearms
industry. .

During difficult economic times over the past few years and
high unemployment rates nationally, the firearms industry has
grown and created well-paying jobs with absolutely no
government bailouts. You would think being such a bright spot
in the economy, that companies like Citibank would be more than
willing to extend business lines of credit. Instead, Citibank
would rather take government taxpayer funded bailout money
than extend credit to a flourishing and growing industry.
Receiving government bail out money coupled with Citibank’s
prejudice towards a constitutionally protected right only further
delays any economic recovery.

Citibank has stood behind their anti-gun policies for years,
which affects not only firearms retailers, manufacturers and
distributors, but also law enforcement agencies at the federal,
state and local levels of government and law-abiding citizens.
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You would think that Citibank would want to aid in the recovery
of America, but I guess their “policies” are more important than
American prosperity. Read more.

2010 Elections / Legislative
 HUMANE SOCIETY WRITES $250,000

CHECK TO DEFEAT 'RIGHT TO HUNT' . . . It was
reported last week that the Humane Society of the United
States wrote a check for $250,000 in its continued push to
defeat Proposition 109 in Arizona, which would protect the
right to hunt and fish in the state. This extremist anti-
hunting group, which has vowed to end hunting "state by
state," will stop at nothing to take away the right to hunt
and fish. Fortunately, support for Prop 109 is slightly
ahead, according to a poll published last week, by a tally of
42 percent to 35 percent. This is entirely too close, and
NSSF urges all sportsmen in Arizona to cast a "yes" vote
on Proposition 109.

 MICROSTAMPING TAKES CENTER
STAGE IN N.Y. GOVERNOR'S RACE . . . New York
gubernatorial candidate Andrew Cuomo (D) is continuing
his assault on the Second Amendment long after his
threatened litigation of the firearms industry by now
supporting microstamping. Microstamping is a patented,
sole-sourced concept that independent studies have found
to be flawed and easily defeated by criminals. Republican
candidate Carl Paladino strongly opposes microstamping,
saying, "Not only will I defend against further assaults . . .
against existing gun-owner rights, but I will look for
opportunities to roll back any existing state law that
infringes upon the right to bear arms."

 WISCONSIN ELECTION COULD CHANGE
FIREARMS LAWS . . . An article last week in the Green
Bay Press Gazette expressed the importance of the
upcoming election for Wisconsin residents. Wisconsin is
one of only two states (Illinois the other) that restrict the
rights of law-abiding citizens to carry a concealed firearm
for personal protection. Gun-rights activists believe this
gubernatorial election on Nov. 2 will finally offer them the
ability to support a candidate who will approve the
concealed-carry legislation if it were to land on the
governor's desk.

 CASTLE DOCTRINE GAINS
PENNSYLVANIA SENATE APPROVAL . . . The
Pennsylvania State Senate on Thursday passed the "Castle
Doctrine" on a vote of 45 to 4, which will give
homeowners the ability to protect themselves and their
property against danger. A similar bill passed the General
Assembly two weeks earlier. Unfortunately, since the
Senate made a change to the legislation, it must return to
the House for final approval before it can be sent to Gov.
Ed Rendell. NSSF is encouraging all hunters, sportsmen
and gun owners in the Keystone State to contact their state
representative and urge him or her to support the final
passage of the Castle Doctrine.

NSSF Bullet Points (above):

***************************************************
USSA News Alerts (below):

U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance Foundation
801 Kingsmill Parkway, Columbus, OH 43229
Ph. 614/888-4868 • Fax 614/888-0326
Website: www.ussportsmen.org • E-mail:
info@ussportsmen.org
U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance

Bullseye
Sportsmen Must Make Their Voices

Heard On Election Day

Thursday, October 28, 2010 2:26:28 PM
By Evan Heusinkveld, Director of State Services
Early Tuesday morning, November 2nd, polls across the

country will open. This will mark the start of the 2010 midterm
elections. Despite being a non-presidential year, there are still
many important races that will affect the lives of millions of
sportsmen and women across the country. This year’s election is
as important as ever for hunters, anglers and trappers who must
ensure we elect representatives who share our way of life.

Nationally, voters will have the chance to fundamentally
change the make-up of Congress with all 435 members of the
U.S. House of Representative’s and 37 of the 100 U.S. Senators
up for election. In addition, many state and local politicians will
be on the ballot with most states electing new members of their
State House and State Senate. 37 states will also be electing
Governors and countless states are facing ballot initiatives.

With so many seats at stake, it’s critically important that
sportsmen don’t spend this Election Day on the sidelines. While
sportsmen and women have weathered the multi-million dollar
operating budgets and the unyielding attacks of the animal-rights
and anti-hunting movement, today we must also face this fight on
Election Day.

Antis across the country are spending huge amounts of money
in an attempt to influence the outcome of these elections.
Whether it’s buying advertising in support or opposition to state
ballot issues, donating hundreds of thousands of dollars to
candidates, or simply spending their time campaigning, their
efforts to eliminate our way of life continues.

Take the Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) for
example. That organization alone has spent over $2 million
dollars across the country to try and influence the outcome of this
fall’s election.

That doesn’t take into account the expenditures of countless
other animal rights organizations on state legislative,
gubernatorial and ballot issue races all across the country. All
told, these groups will make a multi-million dollar effort to
influence voters and to push their agenda.

Sportsmen and women have long beat back the antis’ repeated
attempts to take away our rights. This November 2nd, we have
yet another opportunity to do so by electing candidates who
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support our hunting heritage, the second amendment, and realize
the danger of the ever-growing animal rights movement.

It’s our responsibility to each other to ensure that our family
and friends realize the importance each election holds. If you
want to keep your rights to hunt, fish and trap, you must first
exercise your right to vote. Do so November 2nd.

News
Court Decision Threatens Hunting

on National Forest Lands
USSA Urges U.S. Forest Service to Fix Forest Planning

Regulations
10/28/10

On October 26th, the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance (USSA) and
a coalition of nineteen other leading conservation groups sent a
letter to the U.S. Forest Service requesting that it rewrite certain
regulations. That language was recently used by a Federal Court
to render an anti-hunting decision.

The court ruling, by the 6th Circuit Court of Appeals, requires
the Forest Service to consider banning hunting with guns on lands
designated as “primitive” or “semiprimitive.” In its decision, the
Court ruled that two parts of the Forest Service’s planning
regulations required that the Forest Service consider banning gun
hunting in these designated areas.

The Court determined that hunting with guns and the noise
associated with gun hunting could harm the quality of the
recreational experience of hikers, backpackers, and cross country
skiers.

Second, the Court ruled that the Forest Service was required
to consider closing these areas to gun hunting in places where
there is other public, non-Forest land nearby that is open to gun
hunting. This could require the Forest Service to close lands
currently open for gun hunting when new state or federal hunting
lands are opened.

Further, the Court’s depiction of hunting is almost as
disappointing as the actual ruling itself. The Court commented
that the Forest Service should consider whether birdwatchers
should be able to enjoy these Forest lands “without ducking for
the occasional gunshot.”

“This ruling could allow anti-hunters across the nation to file
lawsuits seeking to close hunting on Forest lands by simply
claiming that gun hunting disturbs their quiet use of the land or
that there is other land nearby that is open for hunters to use.”
said Rob Sexton, USSA vice president for government affairs.
“We are urging the Forest Service to fix these misguided
regulations."

Click here to view a copy of the letter sent by USSA and the
nineteen other conservation groups to the Forest Service.

News
Trailblazer Adventure Program Aims for next
Million

10/28/10
The weekend of October 2 marked a major milestone for the

U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance Foundation’s (USSAF) Trailblazer
Adventure Program. It reached one million participants in less
than ten years since its pilot program. Now the race is on to

reach the second million. With the help of people like you, the
USSAF aims to reach this new milestone in only five years.

Trailblazer began in 2001 as a small pilot program in Atlanta,
Georgia. It has rapidly grown over the years. Now over 200,000
youth and their families attend annually. Each event offers
opportunities for youth, especially urban youth, to learn about
shooting, hunting, fishing, trapping and other conservation
programs.

“We have reached one million within a decade, but there are
many more youth we have to reach,” said Bud Pidgeon, USSAF
president and CEO. “To get to our second million and keep our
heritage’s future bright, we need the help of sportsmen
everywhere.”

Many organizations have helped make Trailblazer the
success it has been. Now, the USSAF is seeking new supporters
to accomplish it's goal of reaching another million participants.
For that to happen, the generous support of people like you is
essential.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you by
offering you a FREE One Millionth Participant Commemorative
Patch ($4.95 S & H). We have a limited number of these
patches, so order yours NOW! Click here to order your FREE
Commemorative Patch. They are sure to be collector's items.

When you order your commemorative patch, please consider
helping us work toward our next million. A sponsorship of only
$3.50 allows us to introduce one youth to a world of fishing,
hunting, trapping and many other conservation practices. These
young people will be our next generation of hunters, anglers,
trappers, and outdoors enthusiasts. They will be the ones that will
protect our outdoor heritage! Sponsor three (3) or more young
people and we’ll pay the S & H for your patch!

Questions? Call 614-888-4868. Also, be sure to check out
the latest video the USSAF has put together about the history of
the program.

By helping Trailblazer reach that second million, you are
helping to keep the legacy of the outdoor lifestyle alive for
generations to come.

About Trailblazer
The Trailblazer Adventure Program was designed to expose

families to outdoor activities during the Trailblazer Adventure
Day and offer them the chance to engage in the activities through
the year-long Trailmaster mentoring program.

Trailblazer Adventure Day
This one-day program serves as an all-around introduction to

the thrill of outdoor sports and the importance of conservation. It
is typically hosted at a Boy Scout camp or similar facility. The
Trailblazer Adventure Day features a variety of activities,
demonstrations and orientation sessions designed to show
children and their parents what the outdoor lifestyle is all about.
Activities include firearm safety, archery, trapping, fishing and
much more. All activities are conducted under the supervision of
experienced Trail Guides with an emphasis on safety. Local Field
Directors, U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance representatives, attend each

event to ensure coordination between all participating
organizations.

Announcements
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Trailblazer Adventure Program Aims for Next Million
10/28/10

Trailblazer One Million Participant Brochure
Trailblazer Adventure Program Celebrates “One Millionth”
Participant
Milestone Marks Nearly a Decade of Leading Outdoor Youth
Education 9/28/10

USSAF and NWTF Join Forces to Promote Outdoor
Appreciation
Signature Outdoor Education Programs to Collaborate 3/19/09
Bass Youth Programs Team with USSAF to Bring Fishing
Education and Fun to Trailblazer Adventure Program 2/19/09

Volunteer!
Volunteer to be a mentor at one of our Trailblazer or

Trailmaster events. Email us at trailblazer@ussportsmen.org, or
info@ussportsmen.org for information about events in your area.
Click on the link below for the Trailblazer Brochure.

Trailblazer Brochure
==============================================

News
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact:

Greg R. Lawson (614) 888-4868 x 214
September 28, 2010

Sharon Hayden (614) 888-4868 x 226
Trailblazer Adventure Program Celebrates “One Millionth”

Participant
Milestone Marks Nearly a Decade of Leading Outdoor Youth
Education

(Columbus, OH) – The U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance
Foundation’s (USSAF) signature outdoor education program for
American youth, the Trailblazer Adventure Program, is preparing
to reach a major milestone on October 2 with its one millionth
participant attending an event.

Thousands of youth and their families will be flooding seven
Trailblazer Adventure Day locations around the nation including
sites in Atlanta, Bloomington-Normal, Illinois, Traverse City,
Michigan, Jackson, Mississippi, Winston-Salem, North Carolina,
Albany, New York and East Providence, Rhode Island.

By the end of the day, over one million participants will have
gone through the Trailblazer Adventure Program since its
inception as an Atlanta pilot program in 2001.

In 2002 Trailblazer grew with five pilots around the country
averaging over 1,000 participants at each site. That tremendous
growth continued reaching a record number of 200,000 youth and
their families attending in 2009 alone.

Trailblazer has received many awards and accolades
including a U.S. Department of the Interior Take Pride in
America® award for its leadership in recruiting youth and
families to outdoor sports.

“For close to a decade, the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance
Foundation has worked with all types of youth organizations to
make Trailblazer the largest outdoor education program of its
kind in the nation,” said Bud Pidgeon, USSAF president and
CEO. “To have touched the lives of so many young people and
their families and to have given them a taste of the wonders of
outdoor sports has been awe inspiring.”

The Chair of the Trailblazer Program is Mary Cabela, co-
founder with husband Richard Cabela, and brother Jim Cabela of

the well known sportsmen store chain, Cabela’s. It is under her
guidance and generosity that Trailblazer has the resources to
introduce legions of youth and their families to shooting, fishing,
hunting, and trapping.

Additionally, many organizations have provided invaluable
resources to make Trailblazer a reality such as the National
Shooting Sports Foundation, Boy Scouts of America, the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, nearly every state wildlife agency, and
numerous national conservation based groups such as Fur Takers
of American, Masters of Foxhounds Association, and the
National Wild Turkey Federation. In addition to these groups,
tens of thousands of volunteers, many from the expansive
national network of local conservation clubs, have donated their
time and money to make each Trailblazer event a unique
experience for the children and families attending.

Trailblazer would not be possible without numerous
conservation minded businesses such as Cabela’s, the Crosman
Corporation, Bushnell Performance Optics, Henry Repeating
Arms, and many more.

About Trailblazer: Trailblazer events are typically hosted at a
Boy Scout camp or similar facility and features a variety of
activities, demonstrations and orientation sessions designed to let
children and their parents experience the outdoor lifestyle.
Activities include firearm shooting and safety, archery, trapping,
fishing and much more. All activities are conducted under the
supervision of experienced “Trail Guides” with an emphasis on
safety. USSAF Local Field Directors attend each event to ensure
coordination between all participating organizations.

Youth-serving partnerships include: Boy Scouts of America,
Girl Scouts of the USA, Campfire USA, Big Brothers Big Sisters,
Boys and Girls Club, Girls Incorporated and YMCA.

Conservation organization partnerships include: National
Shooting Sports Foundation, Masters of Foxhounds Association,
Fur Takers of America, National Wild Turkey Federation
(NWTF), its state chapters and the NWTF JAKES program, Ohio
Division of Wildlife, West Virginia Division of Natural
Resources- Wildlife, Wild Sheep Foundation, Bass Anglers
Sportsmen’s Society, Kentucky Fur Takers Association, Safari
Club International Foundation, Safari Club International Golden
Gate Chapter, United Taxidermist Association (UTA), Hidden
Haven Hunting Preserve, local sportsmen’s clubs, and the U.S.
Army Marksmanship Unit.

Special partnerships: Three of the aforementioned
organizations have signed agreements to provide leadership at
Trailblazer events. These groups are the National Wild Turkey
Federation (NWTF), its state chapters, and the NWTF JAKES
program, BASS, and the United Taxidermy Association.

Also indispensable to the success of Trailblazer are generous
financial sponsors including the National Shooting Sports
Foundation, Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies, Ohio
Division of Wildlife, Bushnell Performance Optics, Cabela’s,
Charles Daly and the Crosman Corporation.

Additional support: The Lee and Ramona Bass Foundation,
Shikar-Safari Club International Foundation, Mrs. Mary A.
Cabela, William H. Flowers Jr. Foundation, Alan & Barbara
Sackman, McBean Family Foundation, Bicknell Fund, Hampe
Family Foundation, Inc., Mr. Richard C. Hampe, JCK
Foundation, Northstar Youth Houndsman, U.S Fish and Wildlife

Service, West Virginia Trophy Hunters Association, and the Big
Game Hunters Foundation.
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For more information about the Trailblazer Adventure
program, e-mail trailblazer@ussportsmen.org or visit
www.trailblazeradventure.org.

About USSAF
The USSAF protects and defends America’s wildlife
conservation programs and the pursuits – hunting, fishing and
trapping – that generate the money to pay for them. It is
responsible for public education, legal defense and research.

The Situation Room
The U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance (USSA) Situation Room is an

up-to-date watch and alert center. It provides a quick review of
some key issues on which USSA is working.

29-October-2010

National
Fighting to Protect Hunting and Fishing on Federal Land

The USSA helped draft legislation now pending in the U.S.
House of Representatives and Senate called the “Recreational
Fishing and Hunting Heritage and Opportunities Act.”

The bill includes numerous provisions that will protect
recreational hunting, fishing and shooting on land administered
by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and the U.S. Forest
Service.

Status- Legislation was introduced in both the U.S. House
and Senate in October and is pending. Click here for more
information.

Delisting the Great Lakes Wolf from the Endangered
Species List

The USSA, along with other national and state based groups,
filed a formal petition with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(FWS) to remove the Western Great Lakes wolves from the
Endangered Species List.

Wolves throughout the Great Lakes region have surpassed
the population goals set by the FWS and are no longer
endangered or threatened. Despite this fact, previous attempts at
delisting the wolves have been stopped by lawsuits filed by the
anti’s.

Status- On May 18th, USSA filed a petition with the
Department of the Interior to delist the Great Lakes
wolf. Additionally, state agencies in Minnesota and Wisconsin
have filed similar petitions. Click here for more information.

Urging Effective Predator Control in Wildlife Refuges
The USSAF has petitioned the FWS to begin effectively
managing mountain lions within the Kofa National Wildlife
Refuge.

Unchecked mountain lion populations are beginning to
decimate the local Bighorn sheep population, which the FWS has
a statutory responsibility to conserve.

Status- The FWS has announced that is has completed an
environmental assessment and will implement a management plan
aimed at dealing with the mountain lion population. Click here
for more information. In the States

Dog Legislation
2010 continues the nationwide trend where legislation claiming
to be aimed at abusive commercial breeders, commonly referred
to as “puppy mills,” threatens the existence of many sporting dog
kennels and hobby breeders. Often, these bills lump private
sporting dog kennels and breeders in with large scale commercial

breeders. This subjects them to a level of regulation that would
make it nearly impossible to continue operating.

In addition to “puppy mill” bills, dog legislation as a whole
appears to be the anti’s latest tactic to threaten hunting.
Legislation mandating the spaying/neutering of dogs and bills

aimed at prohibiting tethering dogs or keeping dogs outdoors are
also showing up regularly across the country.

Status- This year, the USSA is already monitoring more than
88 dog related bills, covering 28 states, and is working to defeat
or fix bills that are a threat to sporting dog owners. Read about
our work at Outdoor Life here.

Families Afield Legislation
Project in partnership with the National Shooting Sports

Foundation and National Wild Turkey Federation to reduce and
remove arbitrary barriers to youth participation in hunting. Last
year, Nevada and Wisconsin passed Families Afield legislation.

Status- In 2010, Vermont became the 30th state since 2004 to
have lowered barriers to hunting. Click here for the Vermont
story. Bills lowering barriers in Illinois and Louisiana were
recently signed into law. Minnesota, Nevada, Oklahoma, and
Pennsylvania have bills pending.

License Fee Diversions
With many states facing unprecedented financial hardships
legislators are looking for creative ways to balance their state
budgets. Many times this means raiding the wildlife agency
coffers and diverting sportsmen’s dollars to pay for unrelated
items. This can cost state agencies millions in federal funding. In
2009, California, Ohio, and South Dakota all had license fee
diversion proposals that were defeated.

Status- California is again proposing to divert $5 million
dollars to help fill its large budget gap in 2010. Click here for the
full story. Arizona has also proposed diverting funds that were
typically earmarked for wildlife.

Montana Trapping Threatened by Anti-Trapping Group
An anti-trapping group in Montana sought a 2010 ballot initiative
that would have banned trapping on all public land in the state.

Status- The anti-trapping group did not get enough valid
signatures to qualify for the ballot in 2010. However, it is likely
that the group will continue its efforts to ban trapping in the state.
The USSA worked with the Fur Takers of America, the National

Trappers Association, and the Montana Trappers Association to
defeat the issue. Click here for the story.

Legal
Anti-Trapping Lawsuit in Maine

Yet another lawsuit in Maine over Canada Lynx. The case
mirrors a similar lawsuit settled last October which allowed
trapping to continue in the state with minimal restrictions. This
case is based upon the same premise that the state is “causing”
the take of federally protect lynx by allowing trapping, but seeks
additional restrictions on trapping. The bigger precedent is
preventing the antis from using the Endangered Species Act
(ESA) to block other kinds of hunting.

Status- In a major victory for Maine trappers and sportsmen
across the nation, the Judge ruled in our favor that Maine’s
trapping practices do not irreparably harm the Canada lynx. The
win establishes an excellent precedent that will make it harder for
the antis to use the ESA in their attempts to ban hunting and
trapping through the Courts. The antis have appealed the
decision. Click here for the full story.
==============================================



Page 38

FOR IMMEDIATE
RELEASE Contact: Greg R. Lawson
(614) 888-4868 x 214
October 21, 2010

Sharon Hayden (614) 888-4868 x 226

Court of Appeals Upholds Major
Sportsmen’s Victory in Maine

U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance Foundation and Leading Trapping
Groups Win Again in Precedent Setting Case

(Columbus) – Trappers in Maine and sportsmen nationwide
scored a huge victory after a Federal Court of Appeals rejected
an effort from anti-hunting groups seeking to use the Endangered
Species Act (ESA) to stop trapping in the state. This decision
reaffirms a lower court decision that set a precedent against
manipulation of the ESA to stop hunting, fishing, and trapping.

“We are ecstatic and relieved that this lawsuit is no longer a
threat to our lifestyle as we prepare to open the 2010 trapping
season,” said Skip Trask of the Maine Trappers Association.
“The Maine Trappers Association couldn’t be happier with this

decision. It is much more than just a victory for Maine. This
decision will help protect all trapping and other sports from coast
to coast. We appreciate the support and guidance of the U.S.
Sportsmen's Alliance Foundation (USSAF) legal team and all of
our partners.”

The anti-hunting groups had originally filed the suit in 2008
against the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife.
They had argued that Maine’s trapping regulations provided
insufficient protection for the Canada lynx, a species listed as
threatened under the ESA, and thus required the season to be
stopped.

The USSAF, along with the Maine Trappers’ Association,
Fur Takers of America, National Trappers’ Association, and
several individual sportsmen, intervened in the case on behalf of
the state. The groups argued that those seeking to shut down an
entire season of trapping (or hunting or fishing) must not only
prove the incidental take of an ESA-protected species, but also
“irreparable harm” to the population.

In the initial lower court decision, Judge Woodcock
concluded that the take of individual members of a reasonably
numerous protected species does not necessarily meet the
requirement of irreparable harm. He also indicated that the take
of lynx occurring in Maine foothold traps, typically catch-and-
release incidents, did not constitute irreparable harm in this case.
Consequently, Judge Woodcock declined the injunction and the
trapping season was able to take place.

Unhappy with the result, the anti-hunting groups filed an
appeal in December, 2009 seeking to reverse Judge Woodcock’s
decision. The USSAF and the others immediately filed legal
briefs in order to defend the major legal victory.

In the unanimous opinion rejecting the appeal, Chief Judge
Lynch affirmed Judge Woodcock’s findings that the plaintiffs’
failed to demonstrate the irreparable harm necessary for an
injunction. Judge Lynch then went on to criticize the plaintiffs’
last-minute request for lesser sanctions restricting trapping. In
the lower court, Animal Welfare Institute (AWI) expressly
refused that option and instead pursued a full ban on trapping.

“It may well have done so for tactical reasons, preferring to
stress the inadequacy of other remedies in order to strengthen its

case for injunctive relief against foothold traps,” wrote Lynch.
“Parties are held to their choices and AWI's bait and switch
tactics in the courts are to be deplored, not rewarded.”

The latest decision should assist in the defense of any further
lawsuits by anti-trappers. It leaves the plaintiffs in this case with
few options other than a petition to ask the U.S. Supreme Court
to review the case. The Supreme Court agrees to consider only a
few dozen cases a year out of the many hundreds of cases filed
with it each year.

“It was clear all along that anti-hunters were looking to set a
precedent that could be used in state after state to shut down not
only trapping, but hunting and fishing as well,” said Bud
Pidgeon, USSAF president and CEO. “With this strong decision,
antis are going to have a far more difficult time doing this.”

About the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance Foundation
The U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance Foundation protects and defends
America’s wildlife conservation programs and the pursuits –
hunting, fishing, trapping, and shooting – that generate the money
to pay for them. The Foundation is responsible for public
education, legal defense and research. Its mission is
accomplished through several distinct programs coordinated to
provide the most complete defense capability possible.

About the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance
The U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance is a national association of
sportsmen and sportsmen’s organizations that protects the rights
of hunters, anglers and trappers in the courts, legislatures, at the
ballot, in Congress and through public education programs. For
more information about the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance and its
work, call (614) 888-4868 or visit its website,
www.ussportsmen.org.
==============================================

Laura Francese Becomes a Sentry for the
USSA

October 20, 2010
Sharon Hayden (614) 888-4868 x 226
http://www.ussportsmen.org/view.image?Id=961 (Columbus)

– Laura Francese, one of America's premiere female archers and
bowhunters is the latest celebrity supporting the U.S. Sportsmen's
Alliance (USSA) Sentry

Program, an effort to unify sportsmen nationwide to combat
threats to their outdoor heritage.

The USSA developed the program to build an army of
volunteers from coast to coast to promote and protect America's
outdoor heritage for future generations. There is no cost to
become a Sentry.

"I just became a bowhunter in recent years and could not
believe the thrill of what I had been missing for so many years,"
said Francese. "I strongly believe that anyone can take up
outdoor sports and get addicted the first time out. I strongly back
the mission of the USSA Sentry program and what they are trying
to accomplish in uniting sportsmen and sportswomen from
around the country."

There is no cost to be a Sentry. Joining the ranks requires
only a minimal amount of information from those interested. To
sign up or for more information, contact the USSA at 614-888-
HUNT, visit

www.ussportsmen.org/beasentry
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fw
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ww.ussportsmen.org%2fbeasentry&srcid=4386&srctid=1&erid=
7110215, or e-mail info@ussportsmen.org.

"Laura is yet another high profile outdoor enthusiast that
understands the importance of keeping the sportsman tradition
alive and well in America, no matter what the threats," Bud
Pidgeon, USSA president and CEO. "By coming together under
the Sentry Program, sportsmen will enhance our ranks and
collectively stand tall for our heritage."

Laura Francese is an up and coming outdoor personality. She
is a 3D archer, accomplished bowhunter, spokeswoman for
Martin Archery, host of ESPN's Redfield's Redzone with Laura
Francese and Buffalo Bills Cheerleader. You can learn more
about Laura at her website at www.laurafrancese.comm
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fw
ww.laurafrancese.com%2f&srcid=4386&srctid=1&erid=711021
5.

==============================================

News
Idaho to Stop Wolf Management under

ESA
10/20/10
The ongoing saga how to manage the Northern Rocky

Mountain wolf population continues.
Congress is introducing numerous bills to remove Endangered

Species Act (ESA) protections from the wolves. Now, the
Governor of Idaho has ordered state wildlife officials to stop
managing the wolves under the ESA.

Gov. C.L “Butch” Otter informed Department of Interior
Secretary Ken Salazar that Idaho did not want sportsmen dollars
to be used enforcing the ESA when the state is not allowed to
manage them under its own authority.

The decision means that Idaho wildlife officials will not be
required to investigate when wolves are killed. There is also no
clear alternative in Idaho for managing the wolves in the absence
of the state officials.

Meanwhile, Montana officials have stated that they are not
following Idaho’s lead and will continue to use state dollars to
manage wolves.

Idaho and Montana previously signed wolf management
agreements with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Those
agreements gave them the authority to manage wolves while the
Service was considering removing them from ESA protection.

Click here for more on the Northern Rocky Mountain wolf
issue.

PETA May Have Misused Video
Images

10/20/10
PETA is no stranger to using provocative imagery in videos

that it produces to advance its message. While this helps PETA
get headlines, it has opened them up to potential litigation. The
problem for PETA stems from the group’s liberal use of images
from an early 1980s documentary on animal exploitation. That
movie, “The Animals Film” was narrated by actress Julie
Christie.

While the movie was designed to raise awareness about
animal issues, the company that owns the rights to the movie is
not pleased with PETA’s use of those images. This is especially
since PETA never payed for a license to use them.

The rights holder, Beyond the Frame, Ltd. has sent a letter to
PETA that included a draft lawsuit to be filed in the United
Kingdom. It specifically referred to several YouTube videos
promoted by PETA as well as a 2007 HBO documentary that
used footage from “The Animals Film.”

The letter stated,
"Our client would have been very reluctant to grant a license

to your client/PETA Inc given Mr. Schonfeld's (the director)
well-publicized views about PETA and its sexualized efforts to
attract publicity. In the circumstances, had it been prepared to
grant a license, it would have charged a substantial premium."

PETA's offer of $12,800 was rejected. The owners of the
movie rights are asking for approximately $750,000.

Bullseye
Keep the Sentry Program Growing
Wednesday, October 20, 2010
By Greg R. Lawson, Director of Communications
In the last On Target, the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance (USSA)

issued a call for new Local Field Directors (LFDs). Of course,
LFDs are very important and we hope many of you will help out
and become one.

There is another area where the USSA needs help too. This is
in our grassroots network called Sentry.

Already, the USSA has a strong voice in state capitals around
the country and in Washington D.C. But, the louder the voice the
better.

That is why we have unveiled our Sentry Program earlier this
year with Dick and Mary Cabela as our first spokespersons. It’s
also why many different celebrities have jumped on board
including comedian Jeff Foxworthy, the general manager of
B.A.S.S. - Tom Ricks and outdoor legend Jim Zumbo. Just this
week we officially added an up and coming outdoor personality,
bow hunter and NFL cheerleader Laura Francese as well.

Yet, even as we add celebrities (and there are many more
coming), what we really need is YOU!

An army of sportsmen marching on the state capital and
flooding legislators’ offices with phone calls and faxes will make
sure hunting, shooting, fishing and trapping are not ignored by
elected officials.

The good news is that if you are getting our On Target
newsletter and our action alerts, then you've already signed up as
a Sentry. Yet, I bet you have many friends who aren’t getting it
and could use it.

So please, go ahead and share with them a little info about the
U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance. Tell them what we do to defend
hunting, fishing and trapping. Tell them its absolutely FREE to
be a Sentry and to be on our e-mail list.

Of course, we need funds raised through our dues paying
members too (we need to compete with the hundreds of millions
raised by the antis). Click here if you’re not yet a member.

By the way, very shortly, dues paying members of the U.S.
Sportsmen’s Alliance will have access to a wide array of new
benefits. So keep an eye out for more info on that!
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Bottom line- Please help us by asking all your friends
to become Sentries in order to fight the antis and you can help
keep the Alliance in the game and by becoming a dues paying
USSA member.

News
Families Afield
Families Afield is a program developed by the U.S.

Sportsmen's Alliance, National Shooting Sports Foundation and
National Wild Turkey Federation to urge states to review and
eliminate unnecessary hunting age restrictions and ease hunter
education mandates. The ultimate goal of the program is to send
more new hunters than ever to hunter education classes, and
reverse the trend of declining sportsmen's numbers.

Families Afield Articles Nationwide:
Pennsylvania License Sales Illustrates the Success of

Families Afield
7/8/10
Pennsylvania is again reaping the rewards of their expanded

efforts at recruiting new sportsmen into the fold through their
Mentored Youth Hunting Program. According to the state Game
Commission, Pennsylvania sold nearly 30,000 mentored youth
hunting permits during the 2009-2010 hunting season alone. This
brings the state’s total to over 100,000 Mentored Youth Licenses
sold since passing a Families Afield measure in 2005.

This success illustrates the effectiveness of the Families
Afield Program, developed by the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance
(USSA), the National Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF) and
the National Wild Turkey Federation (NWTF), at reducing
barriers and encouraging the participation of newcomers. As a
direct result of the program, Pennsylvania has seen an increase in
the number of hunting licenses it has sold.

Pennsylvania’s Mentored Youth Hunting Program was
authorized when Gov. Ed Rendell signed HB 1690 on Dec. 22,
2005. The bill was part of the Families Afield campaign which
continues as a nationwide joint effort between
the founding organizations. Since its beginning in 2004, 30
states, most recently Vermont earlier this year, have enacted
measures resulting in over 418,000 new hunters.

“The Families Afield initiative has always been about
getting reducing barriers for new hunters entering the field,” said
Bud Pidgeon, USSA president and CEO. “Pennsylvania is the
hallmark of how successful the Families
Afield program can become for the many states that have
embraced it over the last six years.”

In addition to more youth licenses sold, the Commission has
also recently hired a recruitment and retention coordinator to
keep the new hunters engaged in the outdoors. This includes the
publication of a “Youth Hunting Guide” and connecting
Pennsylvania students to the National Archery in the Schools
Program which teaches archery in physical education classes for
fourth through 12th graders.

==============================================
U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance Names Relationship Director
October 19, 2010
http://www.ussportsmen.org/view.image?Id=960 (Columbus)

- Dan Smith of Pickerington, Ohio has been named Relationship

Director for the U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance and U.S. Sportsmen's
Alliance Foundation.

This newly created position focuses on donor relations, new
donor and member acquisition, education, and assisting senior
staff and the Board in producing and coordinating an integrated
membership expansion program.

Smith is a Certified Fundraising Professional (CFRE) with
more than fourteen years experience successfully generating
funds for various organizations.

Most recently, Smith served as Resource Development
Director for the American Motorcyclist Association and the
Motorcycle Hall of Fame in Pickerington, Ohio.

He holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Business
Technologies Management from DeVry University in Columbus,
Ohio. His educational background also includes two Associate of
Applied Business degrees, one in Marketing Management and the
other in Retail Management.

Smith was raised on a livestock farm in Marion, Ohio and has
been involved with the outdoors since he was a young boy.

"Our American heritage is intertwined with a love of the
outdoors," he said. "It is a heritage of people who lived off the
land . . . hunters, anglers, trappers, farmers, ranchers, lumberjacks
and many others. All of these individuals respect the land and
believe in the conservation of its natural resources while
harvesting its bounty. I feel very fortunate to work for an
organization that protects and promotes these honored
traditions."

He lives in Pickerington, Ohio with his wife Lisa, his two
daughters Kassie and Jenna, and his black lab/border collie
Macy. Among other activities, Smith is a black powder
enthusiast.

About the U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance
The U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance is a national association of

sportsmen and sportsmen's organizations that protects the rights
of hunters, anglers and trappers in the courts, legislatures, at the
ballot, in Congress and through public education programs.

Follow us on Facebook:
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fw
ww.facebook.com%2fussportsmen&srcid=4382&srctid=1&erid=
7077954

Twitter:
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2ft
witter.com%2fUSSportsmensAll&srcid=4382&srctid=1&erid=7
077954

USSA News Alerts (above):
U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance

=======================
ALERT FROM JEWS FOR THE PRESERVATION
OF FIREARMS OWNERSHIP

America's Aggressive Civil Rights Organization

JPFO ALERT: GET A SECOND
AMENDMENT LAWYER FOR $99.00 !!!
October 25th 2010
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If you're a concealed carry permit holder and are involved in a
self defense shooting, you ARE going to need a lawyer to protect
you from over zealous police, district attorneys and our main
stream media enemies.

Please take a moment and learn more about a service that we
call the "TRIPLE A for 2A". Click here and take action -
http://jpfo.org/filegen-n-z2/slate-jones.htm (See Below) - don't
let yourself go unprotected one more day.

you sign up for legal service you receive a FREE annual
membership to JPFO for first year, or your choice of either the
"Innocents Betrayed" DVD that shows the connection between
gun registration and government sponsored genocide, or "The
Gang" DVD that shows the criminal behavior of BATFE
employees. Each film is a $29.95 value.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
http://jpfo.org/filegen-n-z2/slate-jones.htm

Your "Triple A for 2A" "Don't leave
home without it"

Something for that post self defense shooting first nightmare.
Sign up to get legal protection and intellectual ammunition.
**************
What help would you have if you were unfortunate enough to be
involved in a legitimate self defense shooting? Even worse, what
would you do if it occurred on a Friday evening? Do you
struggle through best you can with law enforcement and jail until
you (perhaps) find an attorney on the following Monday? There
is way too much at stake and so your best option is to be
prepared, which is why JPFO is happy to promote the services of
Slate & Jones, a legal service to ensure that for a modest annual
sum ($99) you can have rapid help at hand. If you sign up please
enter the Coupon Codes relevant to your offer choice, whereby
you get a free membership or DVDs, SEE BELOW.

Every self defense incident will be different from another, and
that's why you can expect Slate and Jones will tailor their
response to each scenario. Typically though, this is what a
member can expect: —
If a member has been in a self defense shooting, they should
immediately take out their membership card and follow the
instructions. Their first call would be to 911 and then to Slate and
Jones, where they will be linked telephonically with one of their
attorneys in the area. The attorney will get the basics of what
happened and give the member initial instructions. If at all
possible, he will then physically head over to be with the member
and handle the situation. He would speak to the police on behalf
of the member, monitor all conversations, answers, etc. If the
media is there, the attorney would make any statements and
handle questions. If the member is arrested, he would walk
through that with them, providing all necessary representation.
Relatives and key people will be contacted on behalf of the

member and the attorney would help locate any bail bondsman
that might be needed.

Once the initial circus has been dealt with, the attorney would
be present for any interviews with police or media. If it is
apparent that there will indeed be charges brought against a
member, the attorney will continue to represent the member until
the state would "require" that the attorney be assigned to handle
the case through it's end. Each state is different , so that this point
could be any number of events. Some states will allow the
attorney to be present at the first court appearance, and others
would not. Most judges and legal professionals Slate & Jones has
spoken with, have shared that those first few days will normally
determine the long term shape of any legal or civil actions. Many
times, arrests and charges can be avoided completely if handled
correctly. If there is to be a longer case, a member can choose to
retain the Slate & Jones attorney, or if the member would like
another attorney, they will help locate appropriate counsel and
assist the new attorney in transitioning.

Of great concern to Slate and Jones, is that their members are
covered from every angle. Many of their attorneys are criminal
defense lawyers, but some of them are also very adept at media
management or civil litigation liabilities. If after sending an
attorney to represent their member's emergency it is apparent that
another specialist is needed, Slate and Jones will send out a
second attorney to respond and defend against any potential
claims. Slate and Jones is committed to providing their members
with a wall of legal support if they ever experience a CCW Event.
Think of Slate & Jones as the Pro-Firearms Triple A - they are
there to do triage, and emergency management.

To learn more you can sign up on line (or by phone). (The
site has available a map of current state's availability.) Use
the links below, and enter the appropriate Coupon Code to
suit your choice from the offers described below:
When you sign up for legal service you receive a FREE annual
membership to JPFO for first year (Coupon Code -
JPFOMEMBER, in capitals), or your choice of either
the"Innocents Betrayed" DVD (Coupon Code - JPFOIB, in
capitals) that shows the connection between gun registration and
government sponsored genocide, or "The Gang" DVD (Coupon
Code - JPFOTG, in capitals) that shows the criminal behavior of
BATFE employees. Each film is a $29.95 value.
==============================================
ALERT FROM JEWS FOR THE PRESERVATION OF
FIREARMS OWNERSHIP

America's Aggressive Civil Rights Organization
October 21st 2010

JPFO ALERT: THE NAACP IS RUN BY
HYPOCRITES, LIARS, AND MORONS
by Aaron Zelman, Founder and Director of Jews for the

Preservation of Firearms Ownership.
Copyright 2010 JPFO

(This is my personal opinion and does not necessarily
represent every member of JPFO. I personally will not bow
to, or take the poison of, political correctness.)
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The leadership of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) has recently
claimed that the Tea Party harbors racist factions.
http://www.kansascity.com/2010/10/19/2332666/naacp-
releases-report-accusinghtml
(archived article on JPFO - http://jpfo.org/articles-
assd02/naacp-on-tea-party.htm )

It's called playing "the race card" and the "anti-
Semite card", and you can bet it will surface more and
more as elections grow closer. JPFO cannot endorse any
political candidate or political party, but when a group like
the NAACP (or any other entrenched special interest) uses
its media access, or political correctness randstanding to
endanger the FOUNDATIONAL American civil right, the
G-d given right to self defense, JPFO can and will step up.

The NAACP is filled with liars.
The leadership of the NAACP continues to display a

disgusting and dangerous level of blatant hypocrisy and
deceit. The NAACP claims it stands for equality, but has,
for decades, been at the forefront of policy and legislation
that continues to make African Americans, as well as all
other Americans, second class citizens. The NAACP also
brims with hypocrites.

JPFO challenges any and all black leaders to have the
intellectual and moral honesty to view our film "No Guns
for Negroes" (see it free online at www.jpfo.org). JPFO
challenges all black Americans to make themselves aware
of the truly dangerous racists in your midst: anybody who
wants to keep you disarmed and keep you on the
government welfare plantation. Many of your brothers and
sisters have been duped. Some are even back stabbers who
are selling you out for personal gain and prestige.

Disarmed citizens are effectively slaves. Only armed
citizens have the means to protect and preserve their
freedom and safety. Only a moron could fail to see the
connections between "gun control" and servitude. The
NAACP must also be swarming with morons.

Now is the time for the honest and courageous black
leaders of America to stand tall and confront the insidious
liberal doublespeak. Where are the courageous and honest
black leaders who understand where the far more
serious dangers lie? It's time for the NAACP to be cleaned
out and become a legitimate "civil rights" organization ...
or close its doors. Kick out the Uncle Tom puppets of the
liberal victim disarmament pushers. Wake up to reality.
Your very lives may depend upon it.

The continued trampling of the Bill of Rights by the
Obama administration and the NAACP, especially the
right of self defense, has set back race relations in America
by decades.

I ask all who read this personal opinion piece to pass
it along to eighty million gun owners.

Use our latest handbills - http://jpfo.org/filegen-a-m/freebies.htm
this includes our latest additions.
Remember to check out all JPFO's movies -

http://jpfo.org/filegen-a-m/movies.htm
Please support JPFO with donations, memberships and purchase

of our materials ( http://shop.jpfo.org/ ) - so we can continue to
provide you with these alerts and defend your rights.
JPFO Membership form - http://jpfo.org/pdf02/memb-form.pdf
JPFO On line secure membership sign up -
http://shop.jpfo.org/cart.php?m=product_list&amp;c=4
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~
PS - Visit our alert archive / sign up to receive email alerts -

http://jpfo.org/alerts.htm

====================
***News Links

10-11-01 Gunmen tried to flush weapon down toilet
TREDYFFRIN — Two men accused of firing shots

into an occupied residence Saturday were eventually found
together in a Wawa bathroom stall, trying to flush a semi-
automatic down a toilet. Stephon Nelson Walls, 21, of
Malvern, and John Wallace Thomas, 19, of Downingtown,
are facing charges of discharge of a firearm into an
occupied structure, altering or obliterating marks on an ID,
possession of an instrument of crime and carrying a
firearm without a license.

Police were dispatched around noon Saturday to an
apartment complex at 6 South Valley Road for a report of
shots fired, said Tredyffrin Police Sgt. John Bailey. When
they arrived, they learned the shooters had fled west on
Route 30 toward a Wawa. A description of the suspects
was broadcasted.

Walls and Thomas were found together in a stall of the
Wawa trying to flush a semi-automatic handgun down the
toilet, Bailey said. When police took them into custody,
they found a pair of brass knuckles on their persons, Bailey
said.

Police later learned Walls and Thomas went to the
South Valley Road home because of a theft allegedly
committed by a relative of the home’s residents. Further
investigation yielded a shell and a bullet near the home.

No one was injured as a result of the shooting.
Walls and Thomas were arraigned before Magisterial

District Judge Jeremy Blackburn and were both remanded
to Chester County Prison in lieu of $50,000 cash bail. A
preliminary hearing has been scheduled for 9:30 a.m. Nov.
5. http://www.dailylocal.com/articles/2...0894294906.txt

10-11-01 Corbett, Onorato make a last stand among
voters in the Philadelphia area

With the witching hour in this election season fast
approaching, the two Western Pennsylvanians vying for
the governorship came east Sunday in their own version of
a time-honored Halloween tradition.
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Republican Tom Corbett courted voters at stops in
Philadelphia and its suburbs, aiming to pull off the trick of
grabbing some votes in a corner of the state where
Democrats and independents dominate.

Democrat Dan Onorato, meanwhile, returned to
traditional sources of support, hoping a last-minute surge
in excitement could deliver an Election Day treat.

Both men crisscrossed the region, giving speeches,
shaking hands, and pausing for photos as the clock ticked
down to the opening of polls at 7 a.m. Tuesday. They vied
for voters' attention on a day when many people were more
interested in Halloween parades and pumpkins. One Bucks
County voter tried to bridge the two occasions by wearing
a witch's hat and broom to Corbett's afternoon rally in
Bristol Borough.

Eileen Zolotorofe of Langhorne called her costume the
"Nancy Pelosi Express."

"I thought it would be fun to dress up, but someone
asked me if I was supposed to be Christine O'Donnell," she
said, referring to the GOP Senate candidate in Delaware
who once said that she had dabbled in witchcraft.

Onorato still trails Corbett in polls - albeit only by
single digits in the most recent surveys - making voter
turnout in the city and other heavily Democratic parts of
Southeastern Pennsylvania crucial to his chances on
Tuesday.

But the Allegheny County executive appeared unfazed
as he rallied Sunday afternoon with labor and community
leaders in South Philadelphia and then headed northwest to
stump with U.S. Rep. Allyson Y. Schwartz (D., Pa.) at
restaurants in Abington Township.

"The next few days are about rallying our base,"
Onorato said, before introducing himself to a crowd of
diners at the Roman Delight Restaurant. "I've seen a lot of
momentum."

If there is Democratic momentum, campaign workers
hope to keep it up by continuing the parade of party
luminaries who have worked the hustings here.

On the heels of a Saturday visit from her husband, first
lady Michelle Obama is to speak at a rally late Monday on
the University of Pennsylvania campus, and former
President Bill Clinton is to make yet another swing
through the area. Gov. Rendell, too, is making a string of
appearances on Onorato's behalf.

Lewis Maniloff, for one, had seen enough. Though he
said he'd voted for Democrats in the past, he didn't wait
until Onorato was out of earshot Sunday evening in
Abington before putting down his pizza and making his
views known.

"Straight Republican ticket," Maniloff, 70, said of his
plans for Tuesday. "I voted for Ed Rendell, but look at the
mess they've made." Onorato kept smiling as he continued
working the room.

Maniloff's words would have pleased Corbett, who
spent much of the day on Democratic ground, perhaps in

part to live down a remark about Philadelphia turnout he
says was misconstrued.

Corbett made morning appeals to African American
congregants at Philadelphia churches. Over the weekend,
many homes in the city received recorded messages, or
"robocalls," from his campaign in which a black-sounding
minister noted Corbett's role as state attorney general in a
gun-violence task force, and assured voters: "Tom Corbett
has been there for us."

Corbett closed out Sunday afternoon with a rally in
blue-collar, Democratic-leaning Bristol. "We're competing
for every vote we can get," Corbett said.

Speaking before a cheering crowd, he joined two fellow
Republicans - U.S. Senate candidate Pat Toomey and Mike
Fitzpatrick, who is seeking election in the Eighth
Congressional District - to pound the themes of fiscal
responsibility and job creation.

The latest Corbett stops in and around the city come
only days after Onorato and other Democrats accused him
of calling for suppressing Philadelphia voter turnout.

Corbett has insisted that wasn't what he meant
Thursday when he told suburban Republicans he wanted to
"make sure" Philadelphia's turnout was under 50 percent,
adding, "Keep that down." Democratic leaders pounced on
his words, saying they smacked of old-fashioned efforts to
suppress black votes. Corbett said the remarks, videotaped
by the Delaware County Daily Times, were taken out of
context.

A peeved expression crossed his face Sunday when
asked about the matter. "The Democrats can say whatever
they want," Corbett said.

Onorato, for his part, kept making the accusation. "It's
on film," Onorato said. "His plan for winning is to hope
that people here don't vote."

http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/2010110
1_Corbett__Onorato_make_a_last_stand_among_voters_i
n_the_Philadelphia_area.html

10-11-01 One killed, three injured in weekend city
shootings

Shootings in the city over the weekend left one man
dead and three people wounded, according to police.

Darryle Smith, 30, of the 5800 block of North Marshall
Street, was pronounced dead at Aria Health-Torresdale
Campus at 2:58 a.m. Sunday. Police said Smith and a
woman, 28, were walking in the 1600 block of Pratt Street
when they got into a dispute with a man who then fired a
gun at them and fled. The woman, whose name was not
immediately available, was in stable condition with a
shoulder wound.

A disturbance at a party in the 2100 block of 17th
Street in North Philadelphia around 2 a.m. Sunday spilled
out to the sidewalk, where a 20-year-old man was shot in
the chest. He was in critical condition at Temple Hospital,
police said.
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Richard Dodds, 21, of Audubon, Montgomery County,
was charged with aggravated assault and related crimes in
that shooting, police said.

At 11:50 p.m. Saturday, a 14-year-old boy was shot in
the back as he and three friends were walking in the 5700
block of Leonard Street in North Philadelphia. Two men in
dark hooded shirts approached and gunfire erupted, police
said. The victim was in critical but stable condition at St.
Christopher's Hospital for Children.

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/local/20101101_On
e_killed__three_injured_in_weekend_city_shootings.html

10-10-30 'Run-and-gun' shooting sport surges in Pa.
LANCASTER, Pa. — Armed thugs have entered your

home. You retreat to the bathroom. You are seated on a
toilet seat, your suspenders dangling around your knees.

You yank up your suspenders and come out firing. Phill
Groff, a Manheim Borough policeman, went through that
scenario in a simulated handgun shooting match in New
York state, firing his Glock 9mm pistol on the move at
cardboard targets the shape of a torso. Welcome to the
surging world of defensive pistol shooting. Also known as
action or practical shooting - or "run and gun" to be catchy
- the competitive sport blends speed and accuracy for
shooters who test their skills while moving.

Though it has several branches and can involve a range
of weapons including shotguns and rifles, action shooting
generally involves testing the skills of shooting pistols or
revolvers for self-defense. It's a far cry from the early days
of the sport back in the 1950s when the nation's fascination
with Westerns spawned quick-draw "leather slap"
competitions. Nor is it about standing and taking your time
to shoot at stationary bull's-eyes.

Now, today's real-world, scenario-based competitions
test defense-based shooting skills and equipment.

"The courses are limited only by imagination," notes
Groff, captain of the Lancaster-based Team Direct Action
Tactical.

Groff, 33, and his 11 teammates have fired from
swinging bridges, through pickup truck windows, from
simulated moving elevators or a subway car with closing
doors. All the while, they have to draw from a holster - or
perhaps retrieve a handgun from a briefcase - reloading
and firing at small targets that may or may not be moving.

"It's a lot more of a mental game than a physical
game," says Groff.

"When you can negotiate a course of fire safely with
high speed and subconscious movements, the rush can't be
described," says fellow team Mike Alexander, 46, a high
school multi-sport athlete from Chester County.

"You have to be on the 'edge' to be good - I guess like a
fighter pilot must fly his plane on the edge to get maximum
performance."

The International Defensive Pistol Association
requires the use of handguns truly suitable for self-defense
use.

Naturally, it's popular with law enforcement and
military types, but the background of many practitioners is
all over the map. It's billed as a safe, even family, sport.

For example, Team DAT includes a deputy coroner, a
carpenter, an information technology specialist, a
pharmaceutical equipment salesman, an engineer and two
computer programmers.

"The truth of the matter is, it's a blast," says Groff.
The team was formed by Direct Action Tactical

Consultants LLC, a 3-year-old company that offers
firearms and self-defense training. The company opened a
new 6,800-square-foot training center at Granite Run
Corporate Center in September.

It provides mobile firearms training to law
enforcement, the military and civilians. It's self-defense
training includes Krav Maga, women's self defense and
fitness/combative programs.

The shooting team was formed as a marketing tool. As
such, they are earning their money with plenty of
recognition.

At the recent IDPA Pennsylvania championship
competition in the Poconos, which drew 150 shooters from
the northeastern U.S., Groff became the state champion in
the stock service pistol division. He also recorded the best
score among law enforcement shooters.

Josh Lentz was the stock service revolver state
champion. Mike Alexander of Valley Forge won first in
custom defensive pistol as well as best industry score.
Scott Shalter of Lower Providence, Montgomery County,
took second in custom defensive pistol and was also high
senior shooter. Ken Ortbach was first in stock services
revolver. Jon Unruh won first in enhanced service pistol.

"We've been doing well and having a good time," says
Groff, who teaches firearms and defense tactics at DAT.
He got interested in shooting in the Marines, where he was
on an anti-terrorism unit. He also trains and serves on
Lancaster County's Special Emergency Response Team.

On top of that team tour de force, Cindy Bowser of
York County, one of two women on the team, is the fourth-
ranked female shooter in the nation in IDPA.

A 49-year-old computer analyst, Bowser started
shooting air rifles and shotguns with her older brothers
when she was around 10. Later, as an adult, she was
looking for something to occupy her when golf was not in
season.

A dealer at a gun show told her about the sport. She
looked up a local sanctioned gun club on a website, went
to a practice night and has been hooked ever since. She's
now a certified safety officer in the sport.

She likes going head to head with other shooters and
loves that shooting scenarios are constantly different.
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"You might be shooting on the move, shooting at
things that are moving while you're moving, shooting
around, under and over things," she says. "You're shooting
for a low score - accuracy plus speed - and need to know
when to go flat out and when to feather the throttle a bit.
Your goal is an 8-inch circle that sometimes is very, very
elusive."

Asked if all that shooting gives her more security as a
woman, Bowser notes she also has taken multi-day defense
classes.

"I have much more confidence in that than someone
who purchases a firearm for self-defense and never puts
some time and practice into using it safely.

"The most important thing is not to get yourself in a
situation in the first place," she stresses. "Awareness of
your surroundings is key to personal safety."

The team has competed in matches in 16 states in this,
its first year, and about six members are shooting in
matches each weekend. In addition to IDPA, the team
competes in matches run by the U.S. Practical Shooting
Association. Groff figures he shot about 22,000 rounds in
2009

http://www.centredaily.com/2010/10/30/2305365/run-
and-gun-shooting-sport-surges.html#ixzz13qRkWdc6

10-10-30 Scrugs jury reads his post-shooting note
The scrawl tumbles crazily over three white pages,

stream of consciousness, fragments of sentences and
words: "I cannot believe I shot at a phila cop. . . . My life is
over."

It is 9:45 a.m. on Feb. 15, 2009, and Rasheed Scrugs
has awoken after surgery for multiple gunshot wounds
received a little more than 36 hours earlier in a showdown
at Broad Street and Olney Avenue.

Police Officer John Pawlowski, 25, five years a cop,
four months married, and an expectant father, is dead.

Scrugs, 35, is groggy and intubated, and cannot speak.
The handwritten statement he produced then was

introduced by his lawyer Friday during Scrugs' death-
penalty hearing in Common Pleas Court.

Defense lawyers David Rudenstein and Lee Mandell
are expected to argue next week that Scrugs' note
demonstrates early remorse and justifies a life sentence,
not death by lethal injection.

Prosecutors Edward McCann and Jacqueline Juliano
Coelho are expected to argue that the note is self-serving
and is at best Scrugs' first realization of the desperate
situation he put himself into.

Judge Renee Cardwell Hughes ruled that the note must
speak for itself - literally. It was projected onto large-
screen monitors, and each juror got a copy to silently read
and return.

Regardless of interpretation, for the jury of eight
women and four men, the note was a rare window into the
mind of an admitted killer.

According to a prefatory statement agreed to by the
prosecution and defense, the note was written when Scrugs
was in recovery at Albert Einstein Medical Center, two
blocks from the shooting scene.

Scrugs awoke and asked the attending nurse for paper
and pen, and began to write about the shot officer. The
nurse removed the paper and told Scrugs to write only
about medical issues. The nurse handed Scrugs a clean
sheet of paper, and again he began to write about the
officer. Again the nurse removed the paper and gave
Scrugs a clean sheet.

This time, Scrugs began, "I have a cough. Please give
me a little water" - and then wrote about the shooting. This
time, the nurse let Scrugs write on and, after he finished,
handed the pages to a police officer on guard.

"I do not know every that happ - I cannot believe I shot
at a phila cop. I want to say to the family. Please tell me
exactly what what," the note trails off.

Scrugs writes for his mother to call him, leaves a partial
phone number, and adds: "My life is over. I have 4
beautiful children.

"I was smoking wet [marijuana soaked with PCP]. I got
into a argument. And I felt a sharp pain in my back.

"Nothing I can say," the note continues. "Did I kill a
police officer. Please tell me he is still alive. Read it to
me."

It concludes: "What time. Please tell me officer. If I
shot a cop my life is over. I was wrong for carrying a gun.
I'm sorry. Can't breathe."

Scrugs, a paroled robber from West Philadelphia who
had been laid off and was working as a gypsy cabdriver,
pleaded guilty to first-degree murder Oct. 21 on the first
day of his trial.

That moved the case into the penalty phase, in which
the jury must decide whether Scrugs should spend his life
in prison without chance of parole or die by lethal
injection.

Hughes told the jurors Friday that the defense would
complete its case Monday. On Tuesday, she said, the
lawyers will make closing arguments, she will instruct
them about the state's death-penalty law, and they will
begin deliberations.

Earlier Friday, a defense-hired forensic psychologist
provided the jury with mixed views of Scrugs' mental state
at the time of the shooting.

Jonathan Mack said Scrugs' hair-trigger personality
during the Feb. 13, 2009, confrontation with Pawlowski
could have been caused by a combination of brain damage
and use of the illegal street drug PCP.

But under questioning by Rudenstein, Mack also said
he believed Scrugs knew the difference between right and
wrong and could have formed the intent to kill.

And Mack testified that he could not say whether
Scrugs' brain damage was of long standing or the result of
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loss of blood and a fall after he was shot by police during
the confrontation.

Mack's testimony is crucial to the defense effort to
convince the jury of a mitigating factor that warrants a
sentence of life in prison over death.

Mack testified that Scrugs had a violent reaction to PCP
before - a 1997 incident in which he was involuntarily
committed, restrained, and administered antipsychotic
drugs.

Scrugs has admitted smoking PCP-laced marijuana
before he roughed up a cabdriver and then shot Pawlowski
when he and a partner responded to the cabbie's 911 call.

The cabbie testified that Scrugs, whom he knew,
seemed unusually aggressive and angry that night and
became infuriated when he called police, warning: "If you
call the cops, I'll shoot you and the cops."

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/local/20101030_Scr
ugs_jury_reads_his_post-shooting_note.html

10-10-29 Seventh suspect charged in Piazza at
Schmidts slayings

Police have charged a convicted bank robber with
murder for his alleged role in the June 2009 double
shooting at the Piazza at Schmidts in Northern Liberties.

Caesar Holloway, 34, of North Philadelphia, drove one
of the three shooters to the swank building on the day
alleged drug dealers Rian Thal and Timothy Gilmore were
killed, according to a statement that one alleged gunman
gave to authorities last year.

The man accused of acting as a lookout for the gunmen
told police that Holloway had picked him up, too, and
driven him to the Piazza that day, according to authorities.

Seven have been charged in a plot to rob Thal,
including Will Hook, whom prosecutors have described as
the mastermind. A trial for Hook and five other suspects
has been set for November 2011.

Holloway, of the 3000 block of North 26th Street, was
already in federal custody when he was charged
Wednesday with murder, robbery, and related offenses. He
had been arrested less than a month after the Piazza
killings and charged with illegal possession of a gun, court
records show. The gun charge was not related to the Piazza
slayings.

Holloway was convicted of bank robbery in Maryland
in 2001, records show, and was on probation when he was
arrested. He is being held without bail.

Thal and Gilmore were gunned down in the hallway
outside her seventh-floor apartment. Police have said Thal,
34, was a drug dealer who worked in local clubs as a party
promoter. Police found eight pounds of cocaine and more
than $110,000 in her apartment.

Gilmore, 40, a retired Detroit firefighter living in Ohio,
allegedly used his long-haul trucking business as a cover
for drug trafficking.

He and an associate were visiting Thal to make a drug
deal, police said. When Hook found out about the drug
delivery, police said, he laid out an elaborate plan to steal
the supply.

Police said Langdon Scott, the alleged lookout, had told
them that the plan included sending Holloway to pick up
Scott and take him to the Piazza.

Scott has said he was interested only in buying drugs
that day, and backed out when he learned of the robbery
plan, according to authorities. But other defendants have
said Scott was supposed to help with the robbery, but
couldn't go through with it.

That meant the group needed one more gunman to
outnumber Thal and Gilmore. According to alleged
gunman Donnell Murchison, Holloway offered to solve the
problem.

"Caesar said, 'That's all right. I'll be right back. I'm
going to get my young boy,' " Murchison told police in an
interview in July 2009. Shortly after, Murchison said,
Holloway returned with Antonio Wright.

When asked why Holloway volunteered to involve
another person, police said, Murchison explained: "Caesar
said that it was too much money for somebody to be
[expletive]. He was talking about Langdon being afraid."

Police said Thal and Gilmore had left Thal's apartment
on the afternoon of June 27 and, upon returning, had been
ambushed by Murchison, Wright, and Edward Daniels.
After Gilmore tried to run, police said, the men fired.

Police said Murchison and Scott had told them that
Holloway, meanwhile, was outside waiting in a car.
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/pennsylvania/2010102
9_Seventh_suspect_charged_in_Piazza_at_Schmidts_slayi
ngs.html

10-10-29 New York's Bloomberg funds ad attacking
Corbett on 'Florida loophole'

An unlikely figure has thrown his weight and his wallet
behind an attack ad in the Pennsylvania governor's race:
New York's mayor, Michael Bloomberg.

The billionaire mayor put up $500,000 to underwrite a
gun-control group's 30-second commercial urging voters to
reject Republican candidate Tom Corbett, and to aid the
group's efforts in other Pennsylvania races.

The anti-Corbett spot, financed via Bloomberg's
donation to CeaseFire PA, began airing Monday on
network and cable television in Southeastern Pennsylvania.
Corbett "would allow violent criminals to carry guns," the
ad declares.

It depicts a mother whose infant was fatally wounded
by a stray bullet from an illegal firearm, and challenges
Corbett's stance on a controversial aspect of the state's
weapons laws - what critics have labeled the Florida
loophole.
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Corbett's campaign spokesman Kevin Harley dismissed
the ad Thursday as "the liberal mayor of New York writing
a big check to a liberal organization."

Harley also called the ad "factually inaccurate." He said
Ryan Hacke, the baby whose photo is in the ad, died in
1997, four years before Pennsylvania reached a gun permit
"reciprocity agreement" with Florida. The boy's mother,
Mary Beth Hacke, makes no direct claim in the ad that the
agreement led to her son's death - merely that a loophole in
the law needs closing to prevent other gun deaths.

Corbett's Democratic opponent, Dan Onorato, said that
he had heard little about the spot and that neither he nor
his campaign had any role in its creation.

Bloomberg made no secret of his role in the ad. The
mayor donated to CeaseFire PA knowing the money would
be spent in support of Onorato and other pro-gun-control
candidates, Bloomberg spokesman Jason Post said
Thursday.

"The donation was made to the group, but the larger
point is that the mayor is supporting candidates from all
parties that share his stance on this issue," Post said.

The so-called Florida loophole has reared its head in
several of the state's races this campaign season.

Because Pennsylvania has agreed to honor "concealed
carry" gun permits from other states, most notably Florida,
gun owners here can obtain nonresident licenses through
the mail, even without a Pennsylvania permit.

Critics, including some law enforcement officials, call
this a loophole and point to it as a factor in several recent
deaths, including the September shooting of 18-year-old
Irving Santana in Philadelphia's Olney section by a
convicted felon whose Pennsylvania permit had been
revoked.

Last spring, CeaseFire PA sought pledges from
gubernatorial candidates to revise the law. Onorato agreed;
Corbett did not respond, said Joe Grace, executive director
of the Philadelphia-based advocacy group.

Since then, Onorato has pounded Corbett on the issue.
"I think it's an outrage that he doesn't support" ending

the practice, Onorato said Thursday as he shook hands
with rush-hour rail commuters at a SEPTA station in
Jenkintown. He described his own position not as an attack
on gun owners' rights but rather a bid to enforce
registration laws already on the books.

Corbett, for his part, disputes the notion that a loophole
exists. "Florida has stricter standards than Pennsylvania,"
among them a fingerprint requirement and mandatory
firearms training, said Harley, Corbett's spokesman.

He also noted that as attorney general, Corbett helped
create a gun task force in Philadelphia that has been
responsible for 400 arrests.

Corbett's campaign has enjoyed support from the
National Rifle Association, which has aired ads supporting
him in central and western Pennsylvania.

The CeaseFire PA ad is not the first time Bloomberg, a
Democrat-turned-Republican-turned-independent, has
involved himself in Pennsylvania politics or in the gun-law
debate nationally. In the past he has joined Gov. Rendell in
calling for tougher gun restrictions. In August, he chowed
down on cheesesteaks during an endorsement visit for Joe
Sestak, the Democrat running against Republican Pat
Toomey for Pennsylvania's open U.S. Senate seat.

And Americans United For Safe Streets, a Bloomberg-
backed group, launched a mail campaign on Tuesday
criticizing GOP congressional candidate Patrick Meehan's
stance on the Florida permit issue. Meehan's opponent in
the suburban Seventh District, Bryan Lentz, has advocated
changing the law.

CeaseFire PA spent $300,000 of Bloomberg's donation
to fund the anti-Corbett ad buy - enough to ensure that
typical TV viewers will see the spot six to eight times
before Election Day, Grace said. He said the group
planned to use the rest of the money in support of other
candidates.

"The old saw has always been that you can't talk about
this issue in a Pennsylvania election," Grace said. "That's
changing, and we are proud to have the support from
someone we view as a national leader in the fight against
illegal guns."

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/politics/state/20101
029_New_York_s_Bloomberg_funds_ad_attacking_Corbe
tt_on__Florida_loophole_.html

10-10-28 Pa. defendant says shooting death was self
defense

HARRISBURG, Pa. — A teenager on trial in the
shooting death of a 60-year-old man in central
Pennsylvania last year says he fired in self-defense during
a dispute over drugs.

The Patriot-News of Harrisburg says 18-year-old
Marcel Williams took the stand Wednesday in Dauphin
County Court. He is charged with criminal homicide,
robbery, conspiracy and a firearms count.

Williams said Lonnie Griffin of Lower Paxton
Township had demanded crack cocaine from him, then
reached for his waist as if for a gun. He told jurors he
feared for his life and shot Griffin.

But prosecutors allege that Williams was trying to rob
Griffin during the August 2009 shooting. They played a
taped statement Williams gave police in which he said a
childhood friend shot Griffin during the robbery, in which
he said he was a reluctant participant. Williams told jurors
he lied to police.

http://www.centredaily.com/2010/10/27/2300499/pa-
defendant-says-shooting-death.html

10-10-28 Charges held against Alexis Morris-
Williams
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NORRISTOWN — Charges were held against Alexis
Morris-Williams, who is accused of giving her husband,
39-year-old Garfield Williams, a handgun he allegedly
used to fatally shoot a man at Elmwood Elks Lodge in
Norristown. After the shooting, she reportedly hid the
weapon inside a DVD case in their home, and allegedly
asked her father to come pick up the gun.

The 27-year-old Norristown woman appeared at a
preliminary hearing Thursday in a Norristown district
court. Defense counsel Leigh Narducci asked District
Judge Margaret Hunsicker to reduce Morris-William’s
$250,000 bail, but the request was denied.

Morris-Williams is charged with illegally giving her
husband, a convicted criminal, a firearm; illegally
transferring the firearm; two counts of possession of an
instrument of crime; hindering apprehension of
prosecution; and tampering with physical evidence.

Following a disturbance involving Williams at the
Elmwood Elks Lodge in Norristown on Sunday, Oct. 10,
his wife reportedly left the lodge and returned with a gun
in her purse. Williams took the weapon out of her handbag,
and after a second altercation near the lodge’s front door,
he and two other men were ejected from the building,
according to a criminal complaint.

Outside the lodge, he allegedly shot 24-year-old
Marcus Bates, a Norristown man, shortly before 2:43 a.m.
Bates later died at Montgomery Hospital.

While being interviewed by Montgomery County
Detective James McGowan, Morris-Williams claimed her
husband was striking another man with the gun when the
weapon fired, unintentionally wounding Bates, according
to court testimony.

After the shooting, Williams, who is charged with
murder, bought a plane ticket and fled to Jamaica,
according to prosecutors. He was apprehended two weeks
later at Philadelphia International Airport after flying back
to the United States.

Morris-Williams, who has a permit to carry a
concealed firearm, had three separate interviews with
McGowan. During the first on Oct. 10, she told the
detective she left after hearing gunshots, but later the same
day she admitted she had not told the truth, according to
testimony.

Initially, the woman claimed she took her sister’s gun
to the lodge and put her own .45 caliber gun in her freezer,
according to testimony.

During a third interview, the woman reportedly said
after the shooting, she took the gun from her husband and
took the weapon home and hid it in a storage container for
DVD movies.

“The DVD case was hollowed out, and the gun put in a
bag and put in the case,” McGowan testified.

The detective said the weapon believed used to kill
Bates has not been found.

Narducci, who challenged prosecutor Nathan Schadler
to establish a crime had actually been committed, also
asked the judge to dismiss the possession of an instrument
of crime charge considering the gun used to shoot Bates is
missing, and there’s no proof that the weapon she allegedly
hid in the case fired the fatal bullet.

Though the defense lawyer argued Morris-Williams
had a legal right to give her husband a weapon, Schadler
said because Williams had been convicted previously on a
drug charges, he could not legally possess a gun.

After the hearing, a relative of Bates’ said he had been
studying business at Montgomery County Community
College. During the proceedings, the mother of the
victim’s two children left the courtroom in tears.

Morris-Williams’ arraignment is scheduled for Dec. 15
in Montgomery County Court House. Her husband is
scheduled for a preliminary hearing Nov. 1.

http://timesherald.com/articles/2010/10/28/news/doc4c
ca3ba9d31b4630391162.txt?viewmode=fullstory

10-10-28 Judge: LA terror plot cooperator broke
probation

NEW YORK — A terrorist convicted in a plot to blow
up Los Angeles International Airport violated his prison
release rules by possessing a gun, according to a judge
who also faulted the government for letting him live in a
crime-infested housing complex where prostitutes and
drugs flourished.

U.S. District Judge John F. Keenan did not say in his
written ruling issued late Wednesday what the penalty
might be for Abdel Ghani Meskini. A hearing was
scheduled for Friday.

The judge faulted Meskini for possessing a handgun in
2007, trying to obtain an AK-47 last fall and for failing to
admit to authorities that he tried to buy the assault rifle.
But he found Meskini was not guilty of other offenses,
including claims that he associated with felons and
frequented establishments where illegal drugs were sold.

"The government's attempt to put Meskini in jail for
associations about which it knew or should have known for
several years is disingenuous at best," Keenan wrote.

Meskini pleaded guilty in March 2001 to eight charges,
including conspiring to provide material support to
terrorists, for his role in aiding a plot to set off explosives
at the airport in the "millennium plot" that was designed to
be carried out at the turn of the century. The plot was
thwarted when a coconspirator was caught as he tried to
cross into Washington state from Canada in an explosives-
laden vehicle in December 1999.

Credited for cooperating with investigators, Meskini
was sentenced to six years in prison. The sentence carried
an additional five years of probation during which Meskini
was not to commit another crime, possess a firearm,
associate with criminals or go where illegal drugs were
sold.
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Meskini, an Algerian, was freed from prison in 2005
and settled in the Atlanta area, where he took a job as a
housing complex manager in Buckhead, Ga.

Last March, the U.S. Probation Department accused
Meskini of violating his supervised release in nine ways,
including by trying to possess a firearm, by trying to buy
an AK-47 assault rifle, by associating with criminals and
by making false statements to authorities.

A prostitute who described Meskini as a good friend
and a drug dealer were among witnesses at a hearing
Keenan presided over two weeks ago.

The judge faulted the government for failing to tell
Meskini not to work at the housing complex where Keenan
said "narcotics sales and prostitution occurred openly and
persistently."

Meskini has been incarcerated since late last year, when
immigration authorities picked him up. He has applied for
asylum.

His lawyer, Mark DeMarco, who did not immediately
return a telephone message for comment Thursday, has
said Meskini could face an additional three years in prison
if he was found to have violated his probation.

http://www.centredaily.com/2010/10/28/2302733/judge
-la-terror-plot-cooperator.html

10-10-28 Tears for slain officer's wife, pleas to spare
admitted killer's life

Shonna McNeil offered the jurors her best reason why
they should spare the life of admitted murderer Rasheed
Scrugs, her estranged husband and the father of her two
boys, ages 5 and 6.

"I think every child deserves to have a father and know
who that father is," she told the eight women and four men.
"The only ones who are really hurt in the end are the
children. . . . I want my kids to know who their father is,
that he is not a bad person and has a good heart."

For Kimmy Pawlowski, it must have seemed the final
insult.

She was married to Philadelphia Police Officer John
Pawlowski just four months when he was shot to death
Feb. 13, 2009, leaving her pregnant with a son and
namesake he would never see.

On the stand earlier Wednesday, she had moved the
packed Common Pleas courtroom to tears - including her
husband's killer and the Scrugs family - with her statement
about her loss and that of her 17-month-old son. Now,
hearing McNeil's words, she stifled a sob and bolted from
the courtroom, followed by several relatives.

For both families, it was a day of ultimate conflict of
interests, a flashpoint of anger and grief.

Before lunch, city prosecutors Edward McCann and
Jacqueline Juliano Coelho completed their fifth and final
day of evidence to convince the jury that Scrugs, 35,
deserved death by lethal injection, not life in prison
without parole, for killing Pawlowski, 25.

After lunch, defense attorneys David Rudenstein and
Lee Mandell began making their case to the jury that the
life of Scrugs, a paroled West Philadelphia robber, was
worth sparing.

Scrugs pleaded guilty to first-degree murder last
Thursday on what was to have been the first day of his
trial. By doing so, he left the jury with only the question of
his sentence to decide. The state has not actually executed
a prisoner since 1999.

The prosecutors' final two witnesses were Pawlowski's
widow and his brother Robert, 37, a police corporal. Their
victim-impact statements left an audience, including
District Attorney Seth Williams and Police Commissioner
Charles H. Ramsey, in tears and milling about the
courtroom as if at a viewing.

"Johnny always wore his vest," Kimmy Pawlowski, 25,
told the jury. "Even if he was shot, he would make it. He
had to make it."

But her husband, an officer for five years and the son of
a retired police lieutenant, did not make it. His body armor
stopped one of Scrugs' shots during the standoff at Broad
Street and Olney Avenue. But a second shot passed
through the vest's armhole, pierced both lungs and his
heart, and exited the other armhole.

Kimmy Pawlowski spoke about 10 minutes, a
lamentation about a lost life together: no first Valentine's
Day - her husband's cards to her, one funny and one
serious, were in the glove box of his car - no Thanksgiving,
no Christmas, no first wedding anniversary.

Instead, she spent their first anniversary at his grave,
talking to him about life and their son, John III, who was
born June 11, 2009.

"I know that I had it all, or at least what I thought was
everything," she said.

Afterward, the Pawlowski family and Kimmy's parents,
Edward and Sharon Leigh, sought some privacy in an
alcove off the hallway, where they doted on the slain
officer's towheaded son.

The afternoon's testimony was a sharp contrast: the
story of Scrugs as a boy who did not know his own father
and had a checkered history with two stepfathers. He had a
deteriorating school record that ended in 11th grade when
he was arrested at Benjamin Franklin High School with a
pellet-gun replica of a 9mm semiautomatic pistol and 27
plastic bags of cocaine.

"One life has already been taken, that of Officer
Pawlowski," said Scrugs' younger sister Bayyenah Abdul
Azziz. "There's no way in my mind that we should take
another life."

The jury will not return to the city's Criminal Justice
Center until Friday. On Thursday, Judge Renee Cardwell
Hughes and the lawyers will have a hearing on several
motions involving how much additional evidence the
defense may present.
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Hughes told the jurors they would likely begin
deliberations next week on the question of whether Scrugs
should be sentenced to life or death.

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/20101028_Tears_fo
r_slain_officer_s_wife__pleas_to_spare_admitted_killer_s
_life.html

10-10-27 Police: Armed bingo hall employee robbed
by unarmed man

An employee at an Allentown bingo hall was robbed
Tuesday night as he was locking the doors, police said.

Michael Cummings, 30, of Easton, was locking the
doors at the Astor Bingo Hall, 11719 Hanover Ave., at
11:59 p.m. when he was approached by a man who
demanded his wallet, Assistant Chief Joe Hanna said.
Cummings gave up an undetermined amount of money
from his wallet, Hanna said.

After giving up his money, Cummings had a brief
altercation with the robber, he said. Cummings, who has a
concealed weapons permit, then pulled his gun on the
robber, who fled, Hanna said.

The robber is described as a black man, about 6-feet-
tall with a thin build.

http://www.mcall.com/news/breaking/mc-allentown-
bingo-robbery-20101027,0,4491076.story

10-10-27 Dozens of firearms stolen from IDF base
Dozens of firearms were stolen a week and a half ago

from an IDF base near Kibbutz Hatzor. The cache of stolen
weapons included 41 M-16 assault rifles and seven
grenade launchers. A special team was assembled by the
Military Police to investigate the disappearance of the
weapons. Soldiers serving on the base were being
investigated first. OC Central Command Maj.-Gen. Yair
Naveh ordered an investigation opened into the incident, to
be headed by a colonel from the command. He will
investigate how the firearms were stolen from a guarded
military installation

http://www.jpost.com/LandedPages/PrintArticle.aspx?i
d=12410

10-10-27 Proposal to ban guns at polls withdrawn
Lancaster County voters will not be barred from

packing heat at the 235 local polling places during the
general election next week.

Mary Stehman, chief clerk of the county's Board of
Elections, on Wednesday withdrew a resolution she had
proposed to the county commissioners Tuesday, which
would have banned the possession of firearms at county
polling sites.

Stehman said she withdrew the resolution after
reviewing state gun laws, which prevent municipal
governments from regulating when and where guns can be
carried.

"I am absolutely certain if this resolution would have
been passed there would have been some sort of
challenge," Commissioner Craig Lehman said.

Stehman got the idea for the resolution from a letter
sent by the Department of State last month to all 67
Pennsylvania counties which stated individual counties
interested in banning guns at polling places could do so on
their own.

" … if a county wishes to prohibit firearms in the
polling place, the county Board of Elections should pass a
resolution clarifying this matter," the letter states.

It then lists several sections of the Pennsylvania
Elections Code that could be cited to justify such
resolutions.

But Lehman said state and federal law are pretty clear
that counties can't legislate gun possession.

"I would hope the Department of State would have
provided the legal justification for its direction, but it
clearly doesn't address the Uniform Firearms Act at all," he
said.

The act is a set of Pennsylvania statutes that spells out a
citizen's right to keep and bear arms in the state.

State Rep. Bryan Cutler, an avid hunter and gun owner,
said he's annoyed the Department of State sent out such
letters to Pennsylvania counties.

He said he spoke with department officials Wednesday,
who agreed counties cannot pass resolutions banning the
possession of firearms.

And Cutler is planning to request the department send
another letter to all 67 counties explaining that fact.

"A letter of recision clearly is in order here," he said.
http://articles.lancasteronline.com/local/4/305413

10-10-26 Tenn - Pilot bans guns in workers' cars
Knoxville, where Haslam is mayor, has no such policy
NASHVILLE - Republican gubernatorial candidate Bill

Haslam's support for requiring businesses to allow their
workers to store guns in vehicles parked on company
property conflicts with the policy in place for the 20,000
employees at a chain of truck stops his family owns.

But his position is in sync with the approach followed
by the city of Knoxville, where he is mayor.

Pilot spokeswoman Cynthia Moxley told The
Associated Press on Tuesday that Knoxville-based Pilot
Flying J prohibits workers from storing firearms in their
vehicles at both its travel centers and corporate offices.

Haslam said after a speech in Nashville on Tuesday that
he was unaware of the policy.

"The leadership of that company made a decision on
that," he said. "I never had a role in even talking to them
about it. I didn't even know what the rule was."

Haslam was president of Pilot until he was elected
Knoxville mayor in 2003. The company was founded by
his father Jim Haslam and is now run by his brother Jimmy
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Haslam. The candidate maintains an unspecified stake in
the company.

Efforts to repeal a state law that lets companies decide
whether to forbid employees from keeping guns in their
cars while they work has pitted advocates like the National
Rifle Association and Tennessee Firearms Association
against business interests like the Tennessee Chamber of
Commerce and Memphis-based Fedex Corp., whose
lobbyists in committee hearings have argued that the gun
ban is a workplace safety issue.

Haslam caused some confusion on the campaign trail
Monday when he first said it should be up to employers to
decide about gun policies on their property, but later
clarified that business owners' rights shouldn't extend to
firearms stored in locked cars.

On Tuesday, Randy Kenner, spokesman for Haslam,
deferred the question of whether city workers are allowed
to bring guns to work and store them in their cars to the
Public Building Authority, the landlord of the City County
Building.

Dale Smith, CEO of PBA, said there is not a policy on
the issue for the city and county garages, including the
City County Building.

"There has never been a policy against having a gun in
your vehicle," Smith. "It would be unenforceable."

That means employees can store guns in their vehicles,
he said.

At the same time, "Even people with carry permits are
not allowed to bring firearms in the buildings," Smith said.

Haslam's gun positions have come under closer scrutiny
since he told the Tennessee Firearms Association last week
he would sign into law efforts to end a requirement for
people to obtain state-issued permits in order to carry
handguns in public.

The Republican said his personal preference is to
maintain the current requirements for the state's
approximate 300,000 permit holders, but that he would
defer to the will of the Legislature on the matter.

Haslam, who does not own a gun, said he also supports
a new state law allowing handgun carry permit holders to
be armed in bars and restaurants that serve alcohol. The
measure has been the subject of two overrides of
gubernatorial vetoes in the last two years.

Democrat Mike McWherter has seized on Haslam's
positions on guns, calling it "irresponsible" because it will
encourage sympathetic lawmakers to pass a bill to do away
with handgun carry permits. He also argues for restoring a
ban on handguns at late-night bars.

McWherter said it is the policy at his Jackson beer
distributorship to allow workers to keep guns in their cars
on company premises, but he wants to leave it up to each
business to decide for itself.

"Bill Haslam is for letting anyone bring a gun to work
unless they work for his oil company, in which case they
can't," McWherter spokesman Shelby White said in an e-

mail message. "He's all over the map on a fundamental
public safety issue."

http://www.knoxnews.com/news/2010/oct/26/pilot-
bans-guns-in-workers-cars/

10-10-26 Bad Driver? In Debt? Proposed NYC Law
Would Ban You From Owning a Gun

New York City residents who want to own a gun may
soon be denied permits if they are litterbugs, if they are
bad drivers, or if they have fallen behind on a few bills.

Under proposed revisions to the police department's
handgun, rifle and shotgun permit procedures, the NYPD
can reject gun license applicants for a number of reasons,
including:

If they have been arrested or convicted of almost any
"violation," in any state; having a "poor driving history";
having been fired for "circumstances that demonstrate lack
of good judgment"; having "failed to pay legally required
debts"; being deemed to lack "good moral character"; or if
any other information demonstrates "other good cause for
the denial of the permit."

Critics say many of the restrictions are vague, have
nothing to do with one's fitness to own a gun and are
unconstitutional.

Supporters say the new restrictions will make gun
purchasing more efficient and don't give the NYPD any
more power than it already has.

According to a Report of the Governmental Affairs
Division, the changes came about as the result of two
recent Supreme Court decisions.

"In District of Columbia v. Heller the Court found that
a District of Columbia law banning the possession of
handguns in the home was invalid due to the rights
conferred by the Second Amendment; in McDonald v. City
of Chicago, Ill., the Court applied that right equally to the
States," the report says.

As result, Councilman Peter F. Vallone Jr., chairman of
the Public Safety Committee, introduced a proposal to
lower the city's fees for gun permits to ones that more
accurately reflect what the city spends to issue them.

"Now the fees are going to be much less and they're
going to have a relationship to the amount of
administrative costs that are involved, and in that way it
will withstand the Constitution and the court challenge that
most people expect will be coming down the road,"
Vallone told FoxNews.com.

The current $340 fee for all pistol licenses would be
lowered to $70 for a premises license and $110 for a carry
license. Rifle and shotgun permits would drop from $140
to $65. Costs for license renewals would also be
significantly reduced.

With the lower fees, the New York Police Department
also introduced revisions to the police department's gun
permit procedures, which, unlike Vallone's bill, need only
approval from the mayor's office, not the City Council.
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"Although I do have oversight capability and I can have
a hearing on it, I don't have any formal say in it," Vallone
said.

Councilmember Dan Halloran says those revisions are
intended to give the police more power to deny licenses,
which could counter a possible spike in gun ownership
triggered by the lower fees.

But Halloran and Vallone say the proposed restrictions
give the NYPD so much authority that they violate the
Second Amendment.

"The disqualification categories are downright scary.
They're completely open to interpretation and they really
don't measure anybody's fitness to own a gun," Halloran
told FoxNews.com.

He pointed to a restriction stating applicants can be
denied if they've "been arrested, indicted or convicted for a
crime or violation, except minor traffic violations."

"So now the city can deny a permit for a building code
violation, a sanitation ticket for failing to sweep the
sidewalk … an array of non-criminal acts," Halloran said.

Another troublesome restriction, Halloran said, is one
that allows permit denial if "the applicant has failed to pay
legally required debts such as child support, taxes, fines or
penalties imposed by governmental authorities."

"So people who are in foreclosure, or have credit card
judgments, maybe filed bankruptcy, can now be legally
denied," he said.

Applicants can also be denied, under the new
restrictions, if they've "been terminated from employment
under circumstances that demonstrate lack of good
judgment or lack of good moral character."

"It seems to me it's more of an application to be pope
than to be a gun owner," Vallone said. "I don't know
anyone who would pass this thing. Anyone who has ever
tried marijuana or has a bad driving history, lost a job
regarding a lack of judgment – those are ridiculous criteria
for gun ownership."

But Jason Post, a spokesman for Mayor Michael
Bloomberg's office, said nothing in the proposal gives
police a power they don't already have.

"The revisions will make the application process more
efficient and give more clarity to applicants for gun
licenses," Post told FoxNews.com in an e-mail.

Paul Helmke, president of the Brady Campaign to
Prevent Gun Violence, agreed, saying the changes appear
to be a "fleshing out" of existing gun restrictions, and not
an expansion of them.

"I think it's a good faith attempt by New York City
authorities to make sure that their restrictions comply with
the Constitution standards that the Supreme Court's
adopted over the last two years," he told FoxNews.com.

While some restrictions, like paying legally required
debts, may seem irrelevant to critics, Helmke says they are
not.

"Child support, taxes, fines and governmental penalties
I think are legitimate things. Basically, if someone's not
complying with what the government requires of
somebody, that's usually a sign that you can't trust them to
follow the rules with something like a gun," he said.

As for whether the rule could apply to failure to pay a
cable TV bill, as Halloran implied, Helmke said, "I think
he's stretching it there."

Halloran said the biggest problem is that the rules are
open to that kind of interpretation, and he pointed to the
clause that reads that applicants can be denied for failure
"to provide information requested by the License Division
or required by this chapter" or "other information
demonstrates an unwillingness to abide by the law, a lack
of candor towards lawful authorities, a lack of concern for
the safety of oneself and/or other persons and/or for public
safety, and/or other good cause for the denial of the
license," as the most obvious example.

"Could this be any more vague and open ended?" he
asked. "Ask yourself, would any other constitutional right
be subject to such vagaries? Imagine these requirements
put to be eligible to vote, to have a lawyer, to be secure in
your person or possessions, your right to a jury."

Former federal prosecutor and constitutional law expert
Douglas Burns said that while the Heller and McDonald
cases allow guns to be regulated closely, New York's
proposal has some legal issues.

"If left unchanged, I think there could be some
problems in court with it," Burns told FoxNews.com in an
e-mail.

With a few adjustments, though, the proposal could be
made to stand up in court, he said.

"I think like any proposed amendments, it has to be
fine-tuned -- you can't leave in "violations other than
traffic" because under NYS law a violation is not a
criminal offense, so I think that's a problem. Also, as I said,
the debt payment and job-firing language has to be fine-
tuned; it is too broad.... I think the legislator does raise
some valid concerns."

The council is due to vote on the price changes, which
are expected to pass, and to advise the police department
on the restriction changes Wednesday.

Should the department decide to go forward with the
proposed changes, Vallone says he is "seriously
considering having an oversight hearing on this topic"

The NYPD did not respond to a request for comment.
http://www.foxnews.com/us/2010/10/23/nyc-proposal-

renders-bad-drivers-debtors-unfit-guns/

10-10-26 Scalia takes Kagan to gun range, sources
say

According to two witnesses, Supreme Court Justice
Antonin Scalia took fellow Justice Elena Kagan out for a
lesson in skeet shooting at his shooting club in Virginia
last week.
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The witnesses saw Scalia at the Fairfax Rod and Gun
Club, where he is a member, around noon on Wednesday
of last week. He was with a woman who was noticeably
diminutive in height, like Kagan, who stands at about five
feet three inches. The witnesses, who got a very close look
at the pair, say that the woman was the newest Supreme
Court Justice.

Scalia was bending down in order to teach Kagan how
to hold the shotgun, the witnesses say, and the pair were
shooting skeet.

Kagan, who was nominated to the Supreme Court by
President Obama in May and confirmed by the Senate in
August, is generally believed to hold negative opinions
toward the Second Amendment. The perception is based
on a memo she penned in the eighties as Justice Thurgood
Marshall’s law clerk, in which she said she was “not
sympathetic” to the Second Amendment argument in a
case that dealt with the District of Columbia’s gun laws.
Also, during her time as a member of the Clinton
administration, she played a role in instituting a temporary
suspension of licenses for the importation of assault rifles.
Kagan did not comment on the issue of gun rights during
her confirmation hearings.

The Fairfax Rod and Gun Club would not comment on
the matter. The Supreme Court of the United States did not
respond to request for a comment

http://dailycaller.com/2010/10/25/scalia-takes-kagan-to-
gun-range-sources-say/

10-10-26 Lafayette-Pershing School students learn
about gun safety

CARNEYS POINT TWP. — The Eddie Eagle GunSafe
Program visited Lafayette-Pershing Elementary School
Tuesday afternoon to teach pre-school and kindergarten
students what to do if they come across a gun.

“Gun safety is the biggest lesson we are trying to teach
children, we don’t promote gun use,” said Salem County
Sheriff’s Officer Mario Fucci, who conducted the GunSafe
program Tuesday at the school.

The Eddie Eagle GunSafe Program has reached more
than 21 million children in all 50 states. The program in
the Salem County area has reached at least 3,000 children.

Fucci asked the children, “Where have you seen a
gun?”

Most students raised their hands and said on television
or at home because their parents are police officers.

“Most students have never seen a gun until they’ve seen
mine, although one student earlier mentioned she had a
gun under her bed so then we investigate the situation,”
said Fucci.

Sometimes, Sheriff’s Officer Sean Phillips, Fucci’s
assistant with the program, eats lunch and talks to the
children and they open up to him about gun use that they
know of in their lives.

The students viewed a seven-minute animated video of
Eddie Eagle saving children from being hurt by guns.

The officers used four basic rules to follow when
dealing with a gun — Stop, don’t touch, leave the area, and
tell an adult.

They used their hands for stop like a crossing guard
stops traffic.

For don’t touch, they use the motion an umpire uses to
say a player is safe.

Marching in place means leaving the area.
With the last rule, tell an adult, they stress only telling a

trusted adult, not a stranger.
“It’s so important, since these kids are so

impressionable, to stress that they not talk to strangers,”
said Fucci.

Then Eddie Eagle, played by Sheriff’s Officer Wayne
Lauer, came out and performed the steps again for and
with the children.

“We use a lot of repetition and Eddie Eagle to make
sure the students understand the basic steps,” said Phillips.

All of the students seemed to enjoy themselves and
they responded well to the lesson.

“I liked marching in place the best,” said Aadyn
Calhoun, a kindergartner.

http://www.nj.com/salem/index.ssf/2010/10/lafayette-
pershing_school_stud.html

10-10-26 County commissioners asked to ban
firearms in polling places

The Lancaster County commissioners on Tuesday were
asked to consider barring voters from carrying firearms
into polling places across the county.

Given discussions about the proposal at the board's
weekly work session, however, they're not likely to give
the measure much consideration.

"The regulation of firearms is clearly not something
that's within the county's purview," commissioners
Chairman Scott Martin said.

He added, "Under the Uniform Firearms Act, I don't
believe we have the ability to regulate the firearms … . I
do not think we could address this, according to the law."

Mary Stehman, chief clerk of Lancaster County Board
of Elections, brought the recommendation to the
commissioners in the form of a resolution.

The proposed resolution states, "Transportation of
firearms into any polling place in Lancaster County by any
person, other than by a constable present at the polling
place to preserve the peace, or a police officer serving
warrants or called upon to preserve the peace, is
prohibited."

Stehman said she made the recommendation to the
commissioners at the direction of the Pennsylvania
Department of State.
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The issue of firearms in polling places was a topic of
discussion at a statewide conference of county elections
officials held this summer, Stehman said.

"All of my peers assumed no one would ever carry a
firearm into a polling place," Stehman said.

From those discussions, Stehman said, "It was
recommended by the Department of State that we go back
to our counties and ask our commissioners to pass" this
resolution.

Kevin Murphy, spokesman for the Department of State,
said the department did not direct counties to ask for a ban
on guns.

But he said the department did tell counties interested
in banning guns at polling places to do so via resolution.

"We said that if each county on an individual basis
wants to have a ban on firearms, then they need to clarify
that through resolution," he said. "It's up to the counties to
run their polling places."

State Rep. Bryan Cutler of Peach Bottom, an avid
hunter and gun owner who serves on the House Game &
Fisheries Committee, agreed with Martin that counties
cannot regulate where firearms can be carried.

"The statute is pretty clear that no municipality can
trump state law regarding firearms," he said.

Pennsylvania allows firearms to be openly carried or
concealed with a permit anywhere except schools and
court facilities.

Cutler said he knew nothing about the Department of
State's instructions to counties regarding the possession of
firearms in polling places until he was told about it
Tuesday by a reporter.

But he said he plans to find out more about it.
"I find it disturbing they would try to do a run-around

the state pre-emption statute," he said. "This is clearly a
legislative issue, and if they want the law changed, they
should go through the Legislature."

Joe Keffer, owner of The Sportsman's Shop in New
Holland, called the proposal, "a direct infringement of
Second Amendment rights. For them to little by little
decide where we can and can't carry firearms is just
wrong."

The right to carry guns into polling places already has
been challenged in Pennsylvania.

In 2007, a former Franklin County sheriff revoked a
man's concealed weapons permit after the man carried his
gun into a polling place to vote in the November 2007
general election, according to an article in The Herald-
Mail newspaper of Chambersburg.

The man contested the revocation, and a Franklin
County judge in January 2008 ordered the newly elected
county sheriff to return the permit, stating the voter had
violated no law, the newspaper reported.

Aside from the legal problems they see with adopting a
Lancaster County resolution banning firearms at polling

places, Commissioner Dennis Stuckey said such a
prohibition likely would be a logistical nightmare.

"How do we police this?" he said. "If someone has a
concealed carry permit, who stands at the door to police
this?

And special provisions would have to be made at all
235 polling places across the county to store firearms
surrendered by voters at the door, Martin said.

"I think this has some issues," county solicitor Don
Lefever said of the proposed resolution. "My sense is it's
not a prohibition that we can enforce."

The commissioners pledged to review the proposed
resolution and decide whether to proceed with it at their
weekly meeting at 9:15 a.m. Wednesday in the county
administration building at 150 N. Queen St.
http://articles.lancasteronline.com/local/4/305197

10-10-26 Bus-shelter ads on gun safety shot down by
city

The city of Phoenix took aim this week at an
advertising campaign launched by a coalition of local
businesses and groups, ordering the signs to be
immediately stripped from 50 bus shelters across the city.

So how, you might ask, did the ad offend?
Does it include a picture of some scantily clad bimbo?

Well, no.
Is it another piece of political trash? No.
Is the ad libelous? Religious? Profane?
No, no and hell no.
It's a sign that says "Guns Save Lives" and advertises a

website where you can find firearms-safety classes.
Oh, the horror.
The 4x6 signs were put up as part of a campaign by

TrainMeAZ, a group of firearms businesses and Second
Amendment supporters that joined forces to promote
training in the wake of a new state law that allows anyone
21 or older to carry a concealed weapon. Previously, you
had to complete a gun-safety class if you wanted to pack
heat in private places. Now, you don't.

Enter TrainMeAZ, which has started a website,
TrainMeAZ.com, promoting gun-safety classes and
offering information on where to enroll. They have this
idea that you ought to know how to safely handle a gun if
you're going to tote one about in your undies - or even if
you aren't. And so they paid $11,000 for the bus-shelter
ads, which went up this month.

And came down this week, on orders from City Hall.
Alan Korwin, spokesman for the group, says he

believes the city ordered the signs removed because a
deputy city attorney didn't like the message, "Guns save
lives."

"The idea that they would censor free speech because
they don't agree with something is just an outrage beyond
belief," he said.
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Public Transit Department spokeswoman Marie
Chapple says the city has long barred public-service
announcements, a policy that has been upheld by the 9th
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. Any ads on buses, shelters
or benches must be for a commercial purpose and the gun-
safety ad, she says, isn't selling anything.

"We think . . . 'Guns Save Lives' is a statement and the
other part is maybe a public-service announcement," she
said, noting several paragraphs of smaller type describing
the new law and promoting gun ownership and training
classes.

Chapple said city officials looked at the signs after
being alerted by a resident. On Tuesday, the city notified
CBS Outdoor, which handles ads for the bus shelters, that
the ads were not in compliance with city policy and had to
come down. She said the signs can return once they are
recast as being for a commercial purpose.

Like maybe the veterans ads that went up this week on
city buses? Those ads, taken out by the U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs, advertise a suicide-prevention hotline
and website for veterans - which is an important thing.

But do the ads comply with the city policy that says,
"The subject matter of transit bus, shelter and bench
advertising shall be limited to speech which proposes a
commercial transaction"? Chapple says yes.

"We consider that a commercial ad and here's why:
Veterans are employees of the Veterans Administration,
and we do allow employee-type ads up like recruitment
etc.," she said. "This is a benefit package to them which is
a compensation for their work. There's no statement about
it. They are promoting a compensation."

Um, all righty then.
So, an ad that says "guns save lives" and directs people

to a website where they can find gun-safety classes for
sale? Not commercial and thus unacceptable to the city.

But an ad that says "not all wounds are visible" and
directs veterans to a website and a hotline where they can
find somebody to talk to? That's commercial and thus A-
OK.

So say the people who run Phoenix, people who might
actually do well to check out TrainMeAZ.com. I heard
they have classes for people like them.

You know, the kind prone to shooting themselves in the
foot?

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles
/2010/10/23/20101023roberts1023.html

10-10-26 Yemen Interior Ministry imposes ban on
weapons' possession, may be impossible to enforce

SAN'A, Yemen (AP) — Yemen has ordered the
confiscation of all firearms in the possession of its citizens
after canceling weapons' licenses not carrying the Interior
Minister's signature.

Some 50 million firearms are thought to be in the
possession of Yemen's estimated 23 million people.

The minister, Gen. Mouthar al-Masri, Tuesday ordered
checkpoints and security patrols across the impoverished
Arab nation to confiscate any weapons they come across.

Possessing a firearm is a rite of passage for most
Yemeni males and it will be virtually impossible to enforce
the ban, the latest attempt by authorities to try to curtail the
spread of illegal weapons.

The latest ban comes at a time when al-Qaida militants
are stepping up attacks against Yemeni security forces.
http://www.kfsm.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-ml-yemen-
weapons,0,6291887.story

10-10-26 British bobbies get SAS training, new
weapons in wake of Mumbai-style terror threats

LONDON (AP) — The British bobby is about to go
ballistic.

Faced with growing terror threats involving urban
areas, British police are receiving new weapons and
specialized training from the SAS, Britain's elite military
unit. The hope is that the training and equipment will help
if Britain ever faces an attack similar to the 2008 Mumbai
shooting spree that killed 166 people and paralyzed India's
business capital for days.

Tuesday's announcement comes amid an active
European terror threat being tracked by U.S. and European
officials. The U.K.'s terror threat rating remains at "severe"
— the second highest tier — which means an attack is
likely.

News of a possible Mumbai-styled small arms attack
emerged last month after the CIA increased strikes in
Pakistan to flush out al-Qaida operatives suspected in the
plot. Some of the plot's details came from a terror suspect
arrested in Afghanistan, intelligence officials have said.

Terror attacks in cities pose multiple challenges —
there are more people, increased difficulties in responding
because of clogged routes and multiple problems in
evacuating crowds.

British officials have refused to comment on whether
the plan will arm more of Britain's some 144,000 police
officers — a fraction of whom are in armed response units.
But they praised the new training.

"We are in a much better place than ever before, with
dedicated counterterrorism units based within our regions,"
a spokeswoman for the Association of Chief Police
Officers said, speaking on condition of anonymity in line
with departmental policy. "This new training and
equipment will put us in an even better position."

Part of the problem in Mumbai was that the first Indian
police to respond were armed with little else than sticks
and batons while the attackers had AK-47s.

Britain has a deep-rooted tradition of having
unassuming and unarmed police — iconic images of
bobbies donning their trademark hats and batons.

Although gun crimes are relatively rare in Britain
because of tough gun laws, unarmed police struggled for
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hours last summer to stop a taxi cab driver who went on a
shooting spree, killing a dozen people in rural England.
Officers said they had to break off their pursuit of the
suspect, Derrick Bird, when he turned his gun on unarmed
officers.

The new police arsenal will include automatic or
semiautomatic weapons that are more powerful and
accurate, but Britain's Home Office — which overseas the
police — refused to give further details about the types of
weapons or how many officers would receive them.

Some U.S. officials have been calling for American
police officers to be armed with assault rifles to better
prepare for Mumbai-style urban attacks.

Warren Bamford, the special agent in charge of the
FBI in Boston, has backed proposals to arm some
neighborhood police with the semiautomatic weapons.
Boston Mayor Tom Menino had criticized a proposal to
arm up to 200 officers with M-16s, saying only specialized
police units should have those guns.

The New York Police Department, after studying the
Mumbai attack, decided to train reinforcements for its 400
Emergency Service Unit officers who can carry fully
automatic Colt M4 rifles. An additional 200 officers have
regularly been put through exercises using Mini-14s, a
lightweight semiautomatic weapon.

Indian police are also changing their tactics and
equipment.

"Mumbai police officers showed tremendous devotion
to duty, but they lacked the requisite commando training
and equipment to fight the attackers," said K.P.S. Gill, a
retired senior Indian police officer with experience in
India's counterinsurgency operations.

An inquiry this month into the 2005 suicide attacks in
London that killed 52 commuters illustrated just how
difficult it was for emergency workers to reach four
separate blast sites and the chaos that reigned as everyone
tried to determine what was happening.

Militaries around the world have long struggled with
urban warfare. "The Battle of Algiers" — a film about
France's colonial struggle with insurgents in the Algerian
capital — has been used by militants and governments
alike as a training lesson in urban combat.

"Most of us have specialized training of some sort, but
a situation like Mumbai would be difficult to deal with in
London — largely because of how densely populated it is
and because of how badly it's congested," a police officer
in a specialized unit told The Associated Press. "There
would almost certainly be casualties."

He spoke on condition of anonymity because he was
not authorized to speak to the media.

The Home Office declined to elaborate on the training,
some of which will be taking place at military bases in
Britain. The Ministry of Defense would also not comment
on the training. Brian Jones, an American tourist in

London, said he believed all the equipment and training in
the world wouldn't likely stop an urban attack.

"What happens happens and there is nothing we can
really do to stop it," said the 50-year-old from Boston.

But 21-year-old Payal Patel from India had a different
view.

"I think increasing security this way is absolutely
necessary," she said. "We need to do what we can to
prevent any future attacks."

http://www.kfsm.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-eu-
britain-mumbai,0,6187260.story

10-10-25 Off-duty NYC cop who stopped salon
holdup mid-hairdo wins praise for calm,
marksmanship

NEW YORK (AP) — Feris Jones' make-my-day
moment came Saturday evening at a Brooklyn beauty
salon.

The New York Police Department officer was off duty
and getting her hair done when an armed bandit came in
and announced a holdup. Police say she coolly drew her
own pistol and exchanged fire.

The result was cinematic: Jones managed to both shoot
the suspect's gun out of his hand and the handle off the
front door, briefly blocking his escape.

After following a trail of blood, police arrested the
alleged robber shortly after midnight Monday at a
flophouse. He remained hospitalized with hand injuries as
word of the officer's exploits spread, drawing praise from
superiors and comparisons to former NYPD officer Arlene
Beckles, who became an instant folk hero in 1994 by
outdueling three armed bandits in a hair salon shootout.

Officer Jones' "reserve under fire was only matched by
her marksmanship," Police Commissioner Raymond Kelly
said Monday through a spokesman.

It was unclear whether Jones' marksmanship was
intentional, police said. The NYPD trains officers to aim at
"center mass" when using deadly force.

Jones, 50, a Barbados native and divorced mother of an
adult child, had never fired a gun in the line of duty during
her two-decade police career. Officials described her as a
respected member of the force, most recently assigned to
the crime lab.

The botched robbery began around 6:30 p.m. Saturday
after employees buzzed a nervous-acting woman into
Sabine's Hallway Beauty Salon, a narrow shop with three
styling chairs. She asked a few questions about services
and left the door ajar — on purpose, police now suspect.

The alleged gunman, Winston Cox, burst in moments
later with a .44-caliber revolver raised.

"This ain't no joke!" witnesses recalled him shouting.
"This is a robbery! I will kill you!"

The 19-year-old Cox ordered the four women in the
salon — Jones, another patron, the owner and an employee
— to put their valuables in a black bag he was carrying as
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he herded them into a back bathroom, police said. When he
went to retrieve the owner's handbag on a counter in the
middle of the salon, Jones pulled out her off-duty five-shot
revolver, held it at her side and told the other women,
"Everyone get down."

Police said Jones faced off with Cox at a distance of
about 12 feet and identified herself as a police officer.
They say Cox responded by opening fire. The officer shot
back.

His four shots missed. Her five rounds disarmed him
and disabled the door.

Cox picked up his pistol and tried to flee but found
himself trapped, police said. He was forced to kick out a
window and crawl out to the sidewalk.

Responding to a 911 call from Jones giving a
description of the suspect, police launched a manhunt
using bloodhounds. It led them to his mothers' nearby
home, where they found a bag holding stolen wallets and
his blood-spattered gun, police said.

Several hours later, investigators tracked him down at
the hotel. He answered the door of his room with his right
hand wrapped in a makeshift bandage of paper towels.

Asked whether he was injured, police said, he
responded: "She shot me in the hand."

http://www.kfsm.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-us-hair-
salon-shooting,0,5150306.story

10-10-25 ATF agent's murder trial opens in US
Virgin Islands, feds warn of dangerous precedent

CHARLOTTE AMALIE, U.S. Virgin Islands (AP) —
A U.S. law enforcement agent's murder trial opened
Monday with defense lawyers challenging the credibility
of the key witness — the slain man's girlfriend — and
prosecutors accusing him of using excessive force when he
intervened in a domestic dispute.

Federal authorities, who conducted their own
investigation and determined the shooting was justified,
said they are monitoring the highly politicized trial closely
and warned that if William Clark, of Rochester, New York,
is convicted, it could have a chilling effect on how their
agents respond to crime in the U.S. Caribbean territory.

Clark, a 35-year-old agent with the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, sat quietly as the judge
read the charges stemming from the September 2008
killing of his neighbor Marcus Sukow in St. Thomas.

Clark has pleaded not guilty to four counts including
second-degree murder and voluntary manslaughter.

"No one is above the law in the U.S. Virgin Islands,"
prosecutor Claude Walker said.

In opening arguments, Walker told jurors that on the
day of the shooting, Sukow talked about marriage to his
girlfriend, Marguerite Duncan, over brunch at an Irish Pub.
She said she was not interested.

The couple returned to the apartment complex and,
according to police records, an enraged Sukow threatened
to retrieve a gun from his apartment and blow off her head.

As he went to the apartment, defense lawyers say,
Duncan asked Clark for help and got inside his car.

Sukow returned with a large, heavy flashlight and
headed toward the car, where Clark was sitting with the
door open and one foot on the ground, according to court
records.

What happened next is a matter for the jury to unravel.
Defense lawyers and some witnesses say Sukow

aggressively lunged at Clark with the flashlight, and the
shooting was in self-defense. His attorneys note that
Sukow consumed enough beer at the pub that a medical
examiner found he had a blood-alcohol level of 0.29
percent — nearly four times the DWI limit in many U.S.
jurisdictions.

However, the prosecution says witnesses say Sukow
was standing still with his arms at his side when he was
shot. Meanwhile, prosecutors note that Clark shot Sukow
five times, allegedly including once in the back, and call
that an irresponsible use of deadly force.

"There were many options available to deal with that
situation," Walker said.

Defense attorney Rudolph Acree disputed that one
bullet hit Sukow's back, saying it pierced the victim's side
as he hefted the flashlight to use it as a weapon.

Acree accused Duncan of turning against Clark after
the fact.

"Much of what Marguerite Duncan is going to tell you
is a story ... that changed almost every single time she
talked to somebody," Acree told jurors.

Duncan appeared close with Sukow's parents and his
17-year-old daughter as she chatted with them during a
break. They declined comment.

Rachel Morrison, an attorney for the family, said
Sukow was an environmental biologist who moved to the
U.S. Virgin Islands a year before he was killed. She
declined further comment except to say that people should
wait to hear more facts of the case.

The trial is expected to last 10 days.
Some of Clark's supporters believe U.S. Virgin Islands

police pursued the case in retaliation for federal corruption
investigations targeting the department. The ATF pulled its
agents out a month after the shooting.

Joseph Occhipinti, director of the National Police
Defense Foundation based in New Jersey, traveled to the
U.S. Virgin Islands to monitor the trial and said that
regardless of the verdict, federal agents already are
questioning whether they should get involved if they see
someone commit a crime in the territory.

"There are so many implications of this case on law
enforcement in general," he said. "There are a lot of
liability concerns."
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Several congressmen have called Clark a hero for
intervening in the domestic dispute, and several
demonstrations have been held in the U.S. in his support.
On Monday, the FBI Agents Association issued a
statement asking that the judge dismiss the charges against
Clark.

"Federal agents remaining on the island are not
responding to assist local law enforcement out of concern
that their officers may not be able to perform their duties
safely," FBI Agents Association president Konrad Motyka
said.

http://www.kfsm.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-cb-us-
virgin-islands-agent-accused,0,5343319.story

10-10-25 Arkansans to Vote on Right to Hunt and
Fish

Hunting and fishing is a privilege many enjoy and may
take for granted. On election day Arkansans will vote on
an amendment to constitutionally establish that right to
hunt and fish.

Jerry Knittig considers hunting a fishing a God-given
right. "A lot of people like to go out and harvest a deer to
be able to cook for food. I mean it's part of our heritage,"
said Knittig.

Knittig owns the Tackle Box in Fort Smith and
depends on hunters and fishermen to keep his store in
business. "It's a lot of revenue for the state from the gas
stations to the motels to the sporting goods store," said
Knittig.

Hunters consider the amendment a preventative, but
necessary step to protect the sport in Arkansas. "I want my
4-year-old daughter to have the same opportunities that I've
had to be able to hunt game," said Jim Reynolds, a hunter
and fisherman.

PETA, an animal rights organization, says there's no
reason hunting should have consitutional protection. Not
everyone agrees. "They say it's not needed, but I want my
rights guaranteed," said Reynolds.

Some already voted. "It's not just a gun issue. It's a to
be able to eat meat issue also, and I like to eat my meat,"
said Reynolds.

If the amendment does not pass, hunters fear groups
could try and take away other privileges. "It's just another
way of trying to ease into the back door and maybe keep us
some kind of gun control," said Knittig.

Voters in South Carolina and Tennessee will be voting
on similar amendments to their state constitutions. Hunters
told 5NEWS Oklahoma and Louisiana already made
hunter's rights law.

No formal campaigns have been created against the
right to hunt issue on the ballot. Again, PETA says there's
no reason hunting should have constitutional protection.

http://www.kfsm.com/news/kfsm-news-right-to-
hunt,0,423166.story

10-10-25 CeaseFirePA endorses state Rep. Bryan
Lentz

COURTHOUSE — Democratic state Rep. Bryan
Lentz, D-161st Dist., who is competing against Republican
Pat Meehan in Pennsylvania’s 7th Congressional District,
was endorsed Monday by a group working to prevent gun
violence.

CeaseFirePA’s Executive Director Joe Grace said
Lentz has been a leader on the gun violence issue as a state
lawmaker and is "the best candidate in Pennsylvania this
year in a state or a federal race when the issue is illegal
guns in criminal hands."

The group advocates closing a loophole that allows a
person denied a permit to carry a concealed gun in this
state to legally obtain one online from Florida.

Grace said the National Rifle Association, which
opposes proposed legislation that would close the
loophole, exerts undue influence on U.S. and state
legislators.

"We need fighters who represent the people in their
districts, and not extreme gun lobbyists in Washington and
Harrisburg," he said.

Lentz, a former Philadelphia prosecutor, said Meehan
opposes closing the loophole and supports right-to-carry
laws.

"My opponent not only opposes closing the Florida
loophole, he supports a national right-to-carry law," Lentz
said. "He’s been endorsed by the NRA, and applauded for
saying he would support a law at the federal level that says
if you get a permit issued anywhere, you can carry a gun
everywhere."

The candidate cited a fatal shooting in Philadelphia
where a gunman, who was banned from having a
Pennsylvania permit, received a Florida gun license.

Lentz was asked how changing the loophole would
matter in Norristown, where the majority of people
convicted of shooting and killing others over the years had
no gun permit of any kind.

"People that are able to carry guns legally have a get-
out-of-jail-free card," he said. "As I said, law enforcement
does not find out who is relying on these permits until
they’ve had contact with them."

On Saturday, Meehan’s campaign decried
"misleading" political advertisements, approved by Lentz,
on gun crime, and called on the state lawmaker to condemn
the ad.

According to a press release from Bryan Kendro,
Meehan’s campaign manager, as U.S. Attorney, Meehan
used "every law at his disposal to prosecute violent
criminals, and no one fought harder to combat gun
violence."

Lentz claimed "all of the relevant" law enforcement
officials locally support closing the loophole, including
"Pennsylvania district attorneys," yet earlier this month
Montgomery County DA Risa Vetri Ferman, Chester
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County DA Joseph W. Carroll and Delaware County DA
Michael Green all appeared at the Montgomery County
Court House to endorse Meehan, who is also a former
Delaware County DA.

According to Meehan’s campaign, at least 130
homicides were solved directly because of his work as
U.S. Attorney with local police using federal gun laws, and
he prosecuted hundreds of straw purchases of guns for
convicted criminals.

As DA, he set up the Special Victims Unit for
Domestic Violence in Delaware County and established
the U.S. Department of Justice’s Internet Crimes Against
Children Task Force.

Lentz, a former Army Airborne Ranger who served
with 82nd Airborne Division in the Middle East and
Bosnia, was awarded a War on Terrorism Expeditionary
Medal and the Bronze Star for Service.

CeaseFirePA endorsed several Democratic state
legislators last week at the county courthouse.

http://timesherald.com/articles/2010...7820391453.txt

10-10-25 Wild animals can relax as hunting may
soon be prohibited in Israel

As part of new bill nearly all animals in Israel would be
accorded protected species status instead of just some
animals.

While fewer and fewer hunting licenses have been
renewed each year for the past 10 years and no new
licenses are granted at all, the sport could disappear
entirely if a bill by the Environmental Protection Ministry
passes into law. On Sunday, the bill was approved by the
Ministerial Committee on Legislation, giving it
government backing and paving the way for swift passage
through the Knesset.

According to the bill, which modifies the Wildlife
Preservation Law, instead of some animals in Israel being
accorded protected species status, nearly all animals would
receive that status. Only in a few instances would hunting
be permissible – to prevent ecological damage or a threat
to people. Additionally, spreading poison on the ground or
selling animal furs would be prohibited. The fines and jail
time for illegal hunting would also increase under the new
bill. There are about 2,000 hunters with permits in Israel
and the types of animals that are permissible to hunt have
been narrowing each year. At one point, there were 6,000
licensed hunters but the area could only sustain about
2,000 hunters. Even those 2,000 have been whittled down
by the Nature and Parks Authority through nonrenewal of
licenses.

These days, with the pace of urban development and
the encroachment on open spaces, conservation agencies
see little need for hunting.

The new bill would cancel the entire licensing process
and in essence do away with hunting for sport altogether.

The original law was passed in the 1950s and doesn’t
provide sufficient protection to wild animals, the ministry
said. Whereas hunting was considered a normal activity in
the 20th century, in the 21st century preservation of
species and habitats has taken precedence.

The Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel
commended the bill.

“We praise the advancement of the bill, which includes
banning sport hunting in Israel,” the SPNI said.
“Development pressures already do a lot of damage to
nature and therefore there isn’t room anymore for sport
hunting.

There is a unique and rich biodiversity in Israel and it
is our responsibility to protect it rather than damage it
through unnecessary activities.”

http://www.jpost.com/Israel/Article.aspx?id=192646&
R=R2

10-10-25 Multi State Push to Give Ultimate
Protection to Hunting includes Tennessee

It’s not just deer season this that has hunters excited
this fall. This election season sportsmen are being drawn to
the polls by one of the quietest campaigns this year.

Voters in four states, including Tennessee, will decide
if hunting and fishing are just a privilege or more than that,
a constitutional right.

Retirees Charles Dukes and Roy Duncan spend most
afternoons tromping around this wooded archery range in
Hermitage, nocking arrows and taking aim at deer and
turkeys made out of hay bales.

“Problem with getting older, you get shakier and
shakier,” Dukes says as his arrow misses the kill-area of
the target.

“’Bout over where you usually are, aren’t you
Charles?” Duncan asks jokingly.

These two aging sportsmen have been around long
enough to watch hunting decline in popularity. That’s one
of the issues prompting hunters to seek constitutional
protection.

Hunting Declines Nationwide
Less than half a million people in Tennessee have

hunting and fishing licenses, a figure that’s declined nearly
10% from its high point a decade ago. And as fewer people
spend their weekends stalking bucks and sitting in duck
blinds, Dukes says the remnant hunters and fishermen have
to be more proactive. He’s already witnessed how
changing demographics have altered the way society views
weapons.

“When I grew up, people didn’t think much about a
person who had a gun and now they practically call out the
SWAT team,” Dukes says. “It seems like the more
urbanized America becomes, the more prevalent that
attitude becomes too.”

The National Rifle Association is behind the coast-to-
coast push for pro-hunting amendments.



Page 60

But the argument for constitutional protection is about
more than people moving off the farm and forgetting their
firearms. Outdoorsmen feel animal rights organizations
like People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals have
made some inroads in places like California. PETA has
argued hunting for sport is cruel and unnecessary.

“The hunters and fishermen in Tennessee want to make
a statement,” says Tony Dolle, spokesman for Memphis-
based Ducks Unlimited. “I think this is a good way to do
that, not only to ensure our abilities and rights to hunt and
fish, but the hunting heritage is continued forever.”

Hunters Support, So Do Lawmakers
The lone no-vote when the Tennessee Legislature

approved putting the constitutional amendment on the
ballot came from Memphis Democrat Johnnie Turner.

“We don’t have a problem. It’s almost, if it’s not broke,
don’t fix it,” she said.

Even Turner made sure to say she has nothing against
hunting or fishing. After all, they’re a $2.4 billion industry
in the state.

Legal experts like Peter Appel also get the feeling,
though, pro-hunting amendments are a solution in search
of a problem.

Amendments Give More Weight to Hunters
Appel’s a law professor at the University of Georgia,

which is one of the ten states that already has the right to
hunt in its constitution. He says the amendments
themselves could become the problem, as hunters gain
more legal standing to question hunting and fishing
regulations.

“To the extent that it gives people more of an
opportunity to go into court and to second guess what their
legislature or their executive branch is doing, again, when
there doesn’t seem to be a really big problem, as far as I
can tell, I don’t think that it’s a wise exercise of amending
the constitution,” Appel says.

In Appel’s view, constitutional amendments should be
reserved for civil rights and religious freedom. Groups like
PETA make the same point but more sarcastically, asking
“are we also going to protect shopping and golf?”

Some Still Hunt for Sustinance
True, hunting is now more about recreation and less

about putting food on the table. But Kenny Parker, who is
unemployed, says hunting isn’t solely for sport.

“Things are tight, bro, things are tight,” he says as he
works to sight in his crossbow. “So yeah, I’m trying to
make sure I have meat for the winter.”

Parker says he doesn’t always vote, but he’ll make it to
the polls November 2nd, if only to vote “yes” and add his
right to hunt to the state’s founding document.

In order to be ratified, an amendment to the state
constitution must get at least half as many votes as are cast
in the governor’s race. That means voting for the top of the
ticket and skipping the hunting amendment has the same
effect as voting “no.”

If voters approve, the following clause would be added
to the constitution immediately in Article XI, Section 13:

“The citizens of this state shall have the personal right
to hunt and fish, subject to reasonable regulations and
restrictions prescribed by law. The recognition of this right
does not abrogate any private or public property rights, nor
does it limit the state’s power to regulate commercial
activity. Traditional manners and means may be used to
take non-threatened species.”

http://wpln.org/?p=21130

10-10-25 Cop who killed fleeing man must pay
family $138k

A federal jury has ruled that a Philadelphia police
officer who killed an unarmed man after a foot chase in
2006 will have to pay the man's family $138,000.

The jury did not, however, find that the city or former
police Commissioner Sylvester Johnson could be held
responsible for the death of 25-year-old Raymond Pelzer.

At the heart of the case was the argument that the
police department should have established written rules
and provided more training on foot pursuits, after being
warned in a 2005 report that officers often used dangerous
tactics while chasing suspects.

By not taking those steps, the police commissioner and
the city were "deliberately indifferent" to the rights of
citizens, argued Gregg Zeff, the Pelzer family's attorney.

"The family is happy to have received a reward," Zeff
said last week. "But it would have been good to send a
message to the city."

Policies dictating when an officer can and cannot chase
a fleeing suspect have been hotly-debated in law
enforcement.

After a weeklong trial, the jury in the Pelzer case
deliberated for nearly three days before issuing its verdicts
on October 14. The jury did not explain its decision to
award a judgment against only the officer and not Johnson
or the city.

City attorneys did not respond to requests for comment.
Three separate investigations - by the District

Attorney's Office, the police Internal Affairs Division, and
the Firearms Discharge Review Board - all ruled the Pelzer
shooting justifiable.

Pelzer was playing dice on a known West Philadelphia
drug corner when two officers approached and asked for
his identification. Pelzer handed over his ID, but ran before
the officers could discover that he was wanted for a
probation violation.

Officer Marvin Burton, responding to a radio call about
a fleeing suspect, eventually cornered Pelzer in a yard. He
said Pelzer was holding his waistband, refused to show his
hands and eventually thrust out a hand while holding a cell
phone.

Burton fired once, killing Pelzer.
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Zeff argued that the chase showed why policies are
needed. Pelzer posed no immediate threat and police knew
where he lived, he said. When Burton pursued him alone,
Zeff said, the officer placed himself into a dangerous
situation where shooting might have been his only
recourse.

City attorneys argued that the lack of a foot-pursuit
policy was immaterial if the shooting was justified.

"What you must remember is that at the time he fired
the shot, Officer Burton feared for his life," Armando
Brigandi, one of the city's attorneys, told the jury in his
opening statement. "You need to place yourself in the
situation that Officer Burton was in at the time that he
pulled the trigger."

He also explained to the jury why former
Commissioner Johnson refused to adopt a policy: "Because
it is impossible, given the nature of foot pursuits, given the
ever-changing circumstances involved in these pursuits, to
have a formal written policy that will cover every instance
involved."

In a 2005 report, Ellen Ceisler, who was then the
department's integrity officer, asked police to ban certain
tactics employed in foot chases and to adopt a policy.

Among other recommendations, Ceisler said officers
should not chase a suspect alone unless there is an
immediate threat, and officers should break off a pursuit if
they lose sight of the suspect.

Burton split from his partner to pursue Pelzer and
continued chasing him after briefly losing sight of him in
the neighborhood alleyways, according to testimony.

Former Commissioner Johnson said during his
testimony that he thought the training officers received on
foot pursuits was sufficient, and he had no memory of
Ceisler's report or having met with her on the issue.

Ceisler, who is now a judge on Philadelphia Common
Pleas Court, also testified during the trial. When she
presented her report to department leaders, Ceisler said,
she was called naive.

"I know that they were not receptive to talking about
it," she testified. "They thought it was just unrealistic to try
to control police foot pursuits."

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/breaking/20101025
_Cop_who_killed_fleeing_man_must_pay_family__138k.
html

10-10-24 Immigrant veterans facing deportation
fight to stay in the US, and try to change the law

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — When Rohan Coombs
joined the U.S. Marine Corps, he never thought one day he
would be locked up in an immigration detention center and
facing deportation from the country he had vowed to
defend.

Coombs, 43, born in Jamaica, immigrated to the United
States legally as a child with his family. He signed up to
serve his adopted nation for six years — first in Japan and

the Philippines, then in the Persian Gulf during the first
war with Iraq.

Up to 8,000 non-citizens enlist in the U.S. Armed
Forces every year and serve alongside American troops. As
of May 2010, there were 16,966 non-citizens on active
duty. The military does not allow illegal immigrants to
enlist.

If non-citizens die while serving, they are given
citizenship and a military funeral. If they live and get in
trouble with the law, as Coombs did, they can get caught in
the net of a 1996 immigration law that greatly expanded
the list of crimes for which non-citizens can be deported.

"As far as I was concerned, I was a citizen," said
Coombs, whose soft-spoken, introspective nature contrast
with his physical presence. Coombs stands 6 foot 5 and
weighs more than 260 pounds — a gentle giant, according
to his fiancee, Robyn Sword.

Now advocates of non-citizen servicemen and women
are trying to change that. Attorneys are taking cases like
Coombs' to court, arguing that an immigrant who serves in
the Armed Forces should be considered a U.S. national and
protected from deportation.

"These are people who served us — whether they are
model human beings or not," said Coombs' attorney, Craig
Shagin of Harrisburg, Pa. "They served in our uniforms, in
our wars. If they were POWs, they'd be considered
American prisoners." Rep. Bob Filner, D-Calif., chairman
of the House Veterans' Affairs Committee, is looking into
potential changes to the law so immigrants who serve in
the military can avoid deportation.

"You come back from Iraq or Afghanistan today, you
have put yourself on the line for this country," said Filner.
"An incredible number of kids come back with an injury or
illness that puts them in trouble with the law. To simply
have these people deported is not a good way to thank
them for their service."

Advocates estimate that thousands of veterans have
been deported or are in detention. Government officials
say they have no tally but plan to begin tracking the
numbers.

The push comes as criminal courts are increasingly
listening to arguments for leniency for veterans.

So-called veterans courts, which give them specialized
treatment, now number more than 30, with a dozen more
planned.

Next month, new U.S. Sentencing Commission rules
will make it possible for federal judges to consider a
criminal defendant's military service and mental and
emotional condition to issue a lesser prison sentence. The
rules, however, would not apply to immigration judges.

Most immigrants serve with distinction. The Center for
Naval Analyses, a federally funded research and
development center for the Navy and the Marine Corps,
found that non-citizens are far more likely to complete



Page 62

their enlistment obligations successfully than their U.S.-
born counterparts.

Coombs was one who did not make the grade.
He spent 10 months in the Persian Gulf and lost friends

to combat, he said. After the war, he felt depressed and
anxious. His family was far away in New York, and he
said "whining" to fellow Marines didn't seem an option.

Instead, he got involved with drugs, and he got caught.
In 1992, he was court-martialed for possession of

cocaine and marijuana with the intent to distribute, and
was given 18 months of confinement and a dishonorable
discharge.

He continued to struggle with drugs.
"Things would be going well, then something would

happen," he said.
He got married, and that helped. When his wife died in

2001 of diabetes-related complications, he started smoking
marijuana again.

In 2008, he was busted for selling marijuana to an
undercover officer while working as a bouncer in an
Orange County bar. He spent eight months in state prison.

"I don't want to make excuses. I made mistakes. I
thought I knew the consequences — I served my time," he
said in a telephone interview.

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement found that
his criminal convictions made him eligible for deportation,
and he was turned over to ICE after serving his sentence.
He has been held in a San Diego immigration detention
center for 22 months and is appealing to the 9th U.S.
Circuit Court.

Coombs was stunned to realize he could be forced to
leave the country for his crimes.

"This is the only life I've known," he said. "The only
time I left this country was when I was deployed overseas.
This is my home."

On the other side of the country, Dardar Paye is
appealing his deportation case to the U.S. District Court
for the Middle District of Pennsylvania.

Paye came to the U.S. from war torn Liberia as a 13-
year-old. He joined the Army in 1998, serving in Kuwait
as part of Operation Desert Fox and then in a NATO
peacekeeping mission in Kosovo. He returned to New
Jersey, where his family lives, to spend another year and a
half with the Army National Guard.

In 2008, he was convicted of six weapons-related
offenses, including two involving firearms dealing, and
served time in federal prison. Now, like Coombs, he is
facing deportation and is feeling betrayed.

"When I was in Kuwait, in Kosovo, I was like
everyone else who was there, putting their lives on the
line," said Paye, who in the Army was an armored vehicle
crewman. "Now I feel like they just used me for what they
wanted, and now they're throwing me away."

Advocates and immigration attorneys say that before
the 1996 Illegal Immigrant Reform and Immigrant

Responsibility Act, few immigrant veterans were deported,
because immigration authorities could take their service
into consideration.

The law added crimes such as drug possession for sale
to the list of serious crimes that could lead to deportation
of a legal immigrant.

"Drugs, anger management, weapons charges, that's
what a lot of vets are getting caught for, and there is no
relief," said Margaret Stock, a recently retired Army
reservist and immigration attorney who taught at the
United States Military Academy at West Point. "The 1996
law really put the nails in their coffin."

Coombs' attorneys, Shagin and Heather Boxeth of San
Diego, Calif., who have represented or advised immigrant
veterans in similar straits, estimate up to 4,000 veterans
who served as long ago as World War II are now in
immigration detention or have been deported, but
acknowledge that there are no hard numbers.

ICE spokeswoman Lori Haley said identifying and
removing dangerous criminals from the country is an
agency priority — and that the cases of people with prior
military service are carefully reviewed.

Meantime, the military has started to offer a fast-track
to citizenship to immigrants currently serving. Now, most
joining the Army can expect to be citizens by the end of
basic training, said Stock. Other branches are expected to
join the effort by the end of the year.

That help doesn't extend to those who have already
served such as Paye and Coombs.

"If I had died," said Coombs, they would have made
me a citizen, given me a military funeral, and given the
flag to my mom. But I didn't die. Here I am. I just want
another chance."

http://www.mcall.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-us-
banished-veterans,0,3557844.story

10-10-23 Kingston police arrest two men on
burglary charges

KINGSTON – Police arrested two men they suspect
masterminded a burglary at a Wyoming Avenue business
to steal firearms and cash.

Derek Lee Spaide, 19, of Oxford Street, Hanover
Township, and Jordan Michael Fullam, 20, of Echo Valley
Drive, Shavertown, are charged with cracking open a door
at 256 Wyoming Ave. and stealing money, a computer and
a gun safe with firearms between 12:20 a.m. and 2:57 a.m.
on Oct. 14.

Police alleged Ryan Casey, 22, of Roosevelt Street,
Edwardsville, joined Spaide and Fullam when they
returned to the business to steal the gun safe.

Spaide and Fullam were arraigned Thursday by District
Judge Paul Roberts in Kingston, and Casey was arraigned
Wednesday by District Judge David Barilla in
Swoyersville. They were charged with four counts of
criminal conspiracy, and one count each of burglary, theft,
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receiving stolen property, firearms not to be carried
without a license and illegal possession of a firearm.

They were jailed at the Luzerne County Correctional
Facility for lack of $50,000 bail each.

Court records indicate the three men have prior
burglary convictions.

According to the criminal complaints:
Police alleged Spaide and Fullam burglarized the

building that formerly housed the Tutoring Shop around
12:20 a.m. and used a credit card to open a locked door.
They stole money and items from the building, and
returned with Casey at about 2:28 a.m. backing up a mid-
size vehicle to the door, the criminal complaint says.

Police said in the criminal complaint that Spaide,
Fullam and Casey returned to the building at 2:57 a.m. in a
SUV and stole a gun safe containing four firearms, an
antique World War II handgun and several hundred rounds
of ammunition.

Police said the alleged burglary was captured by a
surveillance camera. Preliminary hearings are scheduled
on Wednesday.

http://www.timesleader.com/news/Kingston_police_arr
est_two_men_on_burglary_charges_10-22-
2010.html?searchterm=firearm

10-10-22 Man, woman charged after gun incident in
city

Police made two arrests after surveillance cameras
captured a man waving a gun at a crowd of people in the
city early Friday morning.

Daniel Louis Pilgrim, 38, of 327 Coral St., allegedly
pointed a loaded firearm in the direction of about 10
people, police said. It happened on a public sidewalk in the
400 block of Manor Street around 1:50 a.m.

A Lancaster Community Safety Coalition camera then
allegedly caught Pilgrim handing the gun to Annmarie
Gladys Torres, 34, of 440 E. Grant St., police said.

A Lancaster County-Wide Communications dispatcher
advised police that she was walking on West Filbert Street
and had concealed the gun in her pants or a purse, police
said.

Officers responding to the disturbance call arrested
Pilgrim, who matched a suspect description, police said.

Police caught up to Torres in the first block of West
Filbert Street and found a loaded .40-caliber Taurus semi-
automatic pistol in the groin area of her pants.

Pilgrim was convicted of a felony in 1993, so he was
charged with illegal possession of a firearm, police said.
He also was charged with carrying a firearm without a
license, possessing an instrument of crime and recklessly
endangering another person.

Pilgrim was committed to Lancaster County Prison in
lieu of $35,000 bail, police said.

Torres was charged with carrying a firearm without a
license and tampering with or fabricating physical

evidence, police said. She was committed to county prison
in lieu of $5,000 bail.

http://articles.lancasteronline.com/local/4/303773

10-10-22 Little opposition to gun question
Organizers of a political forum in Leavenworth couldn't

find anyone to stand against a November ballot
amendment to the Kansas Constitution drafted to clearly
declare a person's right to own guns for any lawful
purpose.

That is how muted opposition is to rewriting Section 4
of the cherished document.

"We've seen no opposition," said Patricia Stoneking,
president of he Kansas State Rifle Association and owner
of the Bullet Hole shooting range in Overland Park. "Why
would you leave something in there that is wrong?"

She said tweaking language in the document would
eliminate consternation among gun enthusiasts triggered
by a 1905 Kansas Supreme Court decision interpreting the
right to bear arms as a "collective right" rather than an
"individual right." If enforced in 2010, the precedent could
empower militias to arm themselves but deny ordinary
citizens the right of gun ownership for hunting or
recreation.

"This is necessary," Stoneking said. "We don't know
what will happen in the future. The face of the Supreme
Court could change."

If voters enact the gun rights measure, the Kansas
Constitution would read, "A person has the right to keep
and bear arms for the defense of self, family, home and
state, for lawful hunting and recreational use, and for any
other lawful purpose."

That would supplant existing language that says, "The
people have the right to bear arms for their defense and
security; but standing armies, in time of peace, are
dangerous to liberty, and shall not be tolerated, and the
military shall be in strict subordination to the civil power."

State Sens. Tim Huelskamp, R-Fowler, and Mike
Peterson, R-Wichita, were leading sponsors of the
amendment.

"Shall we have an individual right to gun ownership in
Kansas or shall the state control and dictate who may own
or use a gun?" said Huelskamp, who is running for the U.S.
House in the 1st District. "I am very hopeful the majority
of Kansans will agree the power shall rest with the
citizens, not with the government."

Libertarian Party gubernatorial candidate Andrew Gray,
of Topeka, said he endorsed the amendment because it
would "acknowledge the responsibility of Kansans to treat
each other as capable adults and respect the liberty of
others."

Attorney General Steve Six, a Democrat, testified in
support of the measure during a Senate committee hearing.



Page 64

U.S. Rep. Todd Tiahrt, a Kansas Republican, said the
action would affirm a fundamental freedom embraced by
the Founding Fathers.

Kansas House Minority Leader Paul Davis, D-
Lawrence, said he joined House colleagues voting for the
amendment. For practical purposes, he said, the proposed
amendment wouldn't alter the state's approach to gun
ownership.

"I didn't see it as being problematic," he said. "I think
we're just restating the obvious."

He said action in Kansas may be unnecessary because
recent U.S. Supreme Court decisions affirmed the Second
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was applicable to
states.

Kansas House and Kansas Senate resolutions placing
the amendment on the Nov. 2 ballot overwhelmingly
passed the Legislature during the 2009 session. The House
vote was 116-9. The Senate approved the amendment 39-1.
Two-thirds majorities of both chambers was required to
put it on the general election ballot.

The gun measure will be joined on the Kansas ballot by
an amendment drafted to end the Legislature's authority to
block people with mental illness from voting.

Simple majorities are required to reconfigure the
fundamental governance document initially adopted by
voters in 1859.

http://cjonline.com/news/state/2010-10-
23/little_opposition_to_gun_question

10-10-22 CeaseFirePA announces endorsements for
Dem candidates

CHESTER — Back in July, state Rep. Thaddeus
Kirkland, D-159, of Chester, stood outside the Chester
Police Department, pleading to city government leaders to
enact a lost or stolen handgun reporting ordinance.

When City Council did just that, Kirkland was on hand
to express his gratitude. Now, he’s getting some thanks.

CeaseFirePA, a gun-violence-prevention organization,
commended Kirkland for his efforts against gun violence
by endorsing him in his bid for re-election against
Republican William “Rocky” Brown III.

CeaseFirePA also endorsed Shannon Meehan, Walter
Waite and Margo Davidson, all Democrats campaigning to
become state representatives.

Meehan, is running against incumbent Republican
Nicholas Micozzie in the 163rd District. Waite faces
Republican Joe Hackett in the 161st District. Davidson is
up against Republican Maureen Carey in the 164th
District, a spot that opened when Mario Civera stepped
down in April to serve solely on Delaware County
Council.

Joe Grace, CeaseFirePA executive director, said his
group endorsed the candidates because they received
perfect scores on a legislative questionnaire distributed by
the organization. Also, Grace said the candidates are

committed to pursuing gun reform, including lost and
stolen handgun reporting laws and closing a loophole
allowing convicted criminals from using out-of-state
concealed weapon permits.

“This issue is real,” Grace said. “It is not a
manufactured political issue.”

Kirkland has represented the 159th Legislative District
for 18 years and has fought for a statewide lost or stolen
handgun reporting law.

“This is a very special endorsement,” Kirkland said.
“It’s a heartfelt endorsement. This one really hits home
because it’s about protecting the very lives of our citizens,
not just here in Chester and Delaware County, but across
Pennsylvania.”

Meehan, 27, a retired Army captain, has supported
legislation proposed by state Rep. Bryan Lentz, D-161, of
Swarthmore, who is running for the 7th Congressional
District seat, to close a loophole allowing criminals to
carry concealed weapons using out-of-state permits.

“It demonstrates not only what my campaign is about,
but what I am about personally — that’s protecting those
around me and in my community,” Meehan said.

Such gun issues are particularly near Davidson’s heart,
the candidate said, because her brother was murdered by a
drug dealer carrying an illegal gun.

“I’m very passionate about this issue, because I lost my
brother,” said Davidson, who described herself as a
conservative Democrat.

Waite, a Navy veteran and a former groundskeeper and
Franklin Mint production manager, said gun reform needs
to take a higher place on the House’s docket.

http://www.delcotimes.com/articles/2010/10/22/news/d
oc4cc10df596be8345827368.txt

10-10-22 Jeweler's killer leaves behind a long trail of
mayhem

Kevin Turner was just 22 years old when he tried to rob
William Glatz Jewelers Thursday morning and got killed
in a shoot-out with the store's second-generation owner.

But in his short life, police said, Turner amassed an
impressive record of mayhem, taking part in burglaries and
stick-ups around the city.

He was cunning enough to escape from jail earlier this
month, and incorrigible enough to turn almost immediately
to armed robbery.

While Turner's criminal career is over, police are still
seeking at least two accomplices in the attempted robbery
of Glatz, an iconic jeweler that has done business for more
than six decades on Rising Sun Avenue in Lawncrest.

"I feel very confident that we're going to get a break in
the case and identify at least one of them," police Deputy
Commissioner William Blackburn said Friday.

The store's surveillance cameras caught images of the
second gunman, who ran from the store and got into the
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passenger side of a black car with dark-tinted windows. No
one was able to describe the driver.

Store owner Bill Glatz, 67, was shot in the stomach and
rushed to Albert Einstein Medical Center, where he died.

Glatz's father, William Glatz Sr., immigrated from
Germany and started the jewelry store more than 60 years
ago.

The jewelry store is located in a three-block
commercial stretch of Rising Sun between Robbins
Avenue Martins Mill Road known simply as "the Avenue."

Bill Glatz remained loyal to his Philadelphia roots,
even after the family opened a second store in Bucks
County and many of the Avenue's old family businesses
closed or moved to the suburbs.

In the past 12 months, The Avenue has seen a bank
robbery, two store robberies and four burglaries. Two
employees at a Chinese restaurant were killed in a robbery
in 2004.

Store owners, including Glatz, armed themselves in
response to rising crime, said Sal LaValle, who owns Safes
Unlimited across the street from the jewelers.

Glatz scared off a previous robbery attempt, neighbors
said, and he fired at Turner with a .357 Smith and Wesson
revolver.

Turner, whose last address was in the 100 block of East
Lehigh Avenue in Kensington, had 13 priors arrests,
including several for firearms and burglary charges. He
was convicted in 2006 of a drug charge and sentenced to
one to two years in prison.

Turner last was arrested in March after he and two
other men walked into a Domino's Pizza in the 2600 block
of North Broad Street and asked if they could buy store
paraphernalia.

They also offered $100 to purchase one of the insulated
bags that deliverymen use to keep the pizzas warm,
Blackburn said.

Michael Vargas, an off-duty 22nd District police
officer, was in the Domino's waiting to pick up some food
at the time. He overhead one of the men say, "This would
be great stuff for our next job," Blackburn said.

The employees refused to sell the men a warming bag,
but Vargas summoned on-duty officers and relayed what
he had heard.

A short time later, police stopped Turner and three
other men in a Ford F-150 at 22nd Street and Sedgely
Avenue. Inside the truck, they found Domino's Pizza hats
and shirts, duct tape, masks and gloves.

Hidden under the hood, they found two handguns with
obliterated serial numbers.

Detectives believe the men planned to commit home
invasions or other robberies while dressed as pizza
deliverymen.

"This was a fantastic job by the police officer who was
off-duty," Blackburn said. "It was textbook of what we like
to see."

Turner, already out on bail for two separate 2009
arrests, was held on $105,000 bail, until he disappeared
from the Curran-Fromhold Correctional Facility on
October 12.

Investigators were never able to confirm how he
escaped, but they now believe that he hid in a truck leaving
the loading dock adjacent to the jail's enormous kitchen
facility.

Turner worked in the kitchen and was last seen there
about 3 a.m. on October 12, according to Robert Eskind,
the spokesman for the city's prison system.

There were no breaches to jail security - no broken
doors or holes in the fence, he said.

"The truth is we have cameras throughout that area and
he doesn't appear on camera after 3:12 that morning,"
Eskind said.

Two of the jail's contract employees were suspended
for failing to note Turner's activities, and the investigation
into the escape is continuing, Eskind said.

While escapes have been rare in the facility's 15-year
history, this was the second in the past 11 months.

Six days after Turner escaped, the Cottman Gold
Exchange in the 2400 block of Cottman Avenue was
robbed. An employee was bound with duct tape and the
robbers escaped with jewelry and about $2,400 in cash,
police said.

The two suspects fit the description of Turner and his
accomplice, Blackburn said.

If Turner and his accomplice were responsible for that
robbery, which occurred on Monday, then they
immediately started working on their next job.

Turner and his partner visited Glatz's on Tuesday and
Wednesday, most likely casing the store, police said.

"They went to the store, they mingled around the
merchandise, but they never made a purchase," Blackburn
said.

Glatz employees recognized both men when they
walked into the store sometime after 10:30 a.m. Thursday
and announced a robbery.

Three employees, including Glatz, were working at the
time. There were no customers.

A man Blackburn described as a jewelry "sales rep"
also was in the store. That man was armed and attempted
to pull his Walther 9 mm. The suspects ordered him to
drop the weapon and he complied, Blackburn said.

A female employee who had worked behind the counter
for 25 years was able to escape. She said she heard Turner
tell his accomplice, "Shoot her! Shoot her!"

No one fired at her.
The woman was either able to call 911 or have

someone else call, Blackburn said.
Glatz, who had been working in the back of the store,

then emerged with his revolver. Glatz and Turner fired at
each other. Turner was struck and fell to the floor.
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The sales representative retrieved his gun and fired at
Turner, who was still moving, but detectives won't know if
that bullet struck Turner until after an autopsy, Blackburn
said.

Turner had at least five different co-defendants in his
various arrests, and detectives are checking to see if any of
them were his accomplices this week.

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/breaking/20101022
_Photo_of_2nd_gunman_in_deadly_stickup_is_made_pub
lic.html

10-10-22 Gun Rights and the 2010 House Elections
When the new Congress convenes in January, the

House of Representatives will almost certainly have an
even larger pro-Second Amendment majority than it does
today. How much larger? If “N” is the net Republican
gain, expect that the net pro-gun gain will be slightly
smaller than ½N.

Below is a list of the U.S. House races discussed in a
recent article by Jim Geraghty for National Review Online.
He looked at 117 Democratic House districts where
observers have at some point in the campaign cycle
considered the seat to be in play. From these, I deleted a
few races which Geraghty said were utterly out reach for
Republicans, and I added a couple Republican seats that
are up for grabs. In the district-by-district list below, I
supply the candidates’ grades from the National Rifle
Association Political Victory Fund. There are 49
competitive House races where there is at least a two-grade
difference (e.g. A vs. C) between the candidates. Those
races are marked with an *.

In the races that do not have an *, the most common
reason is that a pro-gun Republican is challenging a pro-
gun Democrat, although there are a few races in which
both candidates are anti-gun. Some Second Amendment
voters may take into account smaller differences, such as
B+ vs. A.

An “A+” means that a candidate has a demonstrated
record of leadership. The “A” grade is given only to
candidates who have earned the record while in an office.
A candidate who provides good answers on the NRA
questionnaire, but who has not previously served in a
government position where there was an opportunity to
make decisions on gun issues, will receive an “AQ.” If
there is a “?”, that means the candidate refused to answer
the questionnaire. Usually, but not always, this means that
the candidate will be hostile to Second Amendment rights
if elected.

Alabama-2: Southeast corner of the state. Repub.
Martha Roby (AQ) vs. incumbent Dem. Bobby Bright (A).

Arizona-1: North and east, comprising about half the
state. Repub. Paul Gosar (AQ) vs. incumbent Dem. Ann
Kirkpatrick (A).

Ariz.-5: Scottsdale, and urban sprawl for metro
Phoenix. Repub. David Schweikart (A) vs. incumbent
Dem. Harry Mitchell (C-).

*Ariz.-7: Southwestern corner. Repub. Ruth McClung
(B) vs. incumbent Dem. Raul Grijalva (F).

*Ariz.-8: Southeastern corner, including most of
Tucson. Repub. Jesse Kelly (AQ) vs. incumbent Dem.
Gabrielle Giffords (C).

Arizona is also one of several states which will have a
ballot issue for voters to amend the state constitution to
protect the right to hunt and fish, subject to legitimate
game management regulations. Arkansas has a similar
ballot issue.

Arkansas-1: Northeastern corner. Open seat, Repub.
Rick Crawford (AQ) vs. Dem. Chad Causey (AQ). The
seat was previously held by Democrat Marion Berry (A in
2008).

*Ark.-2: Little Rock. The retirement of Democrat Vic
Snyder (F in 2008) offers a chance for a pro-Second
Amendment gain. Repub. Tim Griffin (A) faces Joyce
Elliot (D).

Ark.-4: Democratic incumbent Mike Ross (A+) vs.
Repub. Beth Ann Rankin (AQ). Ross has been a leader in
congressional efforts to liberate D.C. residents from the
local government’s attempt to comply with District of
Columbia v. Heller in the most minimal and grudging way
possible.

*California-11: Santa Clara to part of Stockton,
roughly. Repub. David Harmer (A) vs. incumbent Dem.
Jerry McNerney (D).

*Calif.-20: Part of Fresno to part of Bakersfield. Repub.
Andy Vidak (AQ) vs. incumbent Dem. Jim Costa (C).

* Calif.-47: Portion of Orange County. Incumbent Dem.
Loretta Sanchez (D) vs. Repub. Van Tran (A).

Calif.-51: Mexican border. Repub. Nick Popaditch (?)
vs. incumbent Dem. and Veterans Affairs Chairman Bob
Filner (F). His name always reminds me of 17th century
English political philosopher Robert Filmer, the leading
advocate for Divine Right of kings. John Locke’s first
Treatise on Government was a refutation of Filmer.

Colorado-3: Western slope, plus Pueblo. Repub. Scott
Tipton (A) vs. incumbent Dem. John Salazar (A).

Colo.-4: Eastern plains, plus Fort Collins. Repub. Cory
Gardner (A) vs. incumbent Democrat Betsy Markey (A).

*Colo.-7: Suburbs around Denver to the west, north,
and east. Incumbent Dem. Ed Perlmutter (F) vs. Repub.
Ryan Frazier (A).

Connecticut-4: Southwest corner, Stamford to
Bridgeport. Incumbent Dem. Jim Himes (D-) vs. Repub.
Dan DeBicella (C).

*Conn.-5: Northwest corner. Repub. Sam Caligiuri (A)
vs. incumbent Dem. Chris Murphy (F). Election watching
tip: There are three northeastern incumbent Democrats
named Murphy in close races this year; only the one from
N.Y. is good on gun rights.
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*Delaware-at large: Open seat because Mike Castle, the
leading anti-gun Republican in the House, ran for Senate.
Repub. Glen Urquhart (AQ) vs. Dem. John Carney (F).
Best chance for a Democratic pick-up this year.

*Florida-2: Eastern portion of the panhandle,
Tallahassee. Repub. Steve Southerland (AQ) vs.
incumbent Dem. Alan Boyd (D).

Fla.-8: Orlando and northward. Repub. Daniel Webster
(A) vs. incumbent Dem. Alan Grayson (B).

*Fla.-22: Gold Coast. Repub. Allen West (AQ) vs.
incumbent Dem. Ron Klein (F).

*Fla.-24: Daytona Beach and south. Repub. Sandy
Adams (A) vs. incumbent Dem. Suzanne Kosmas (F).

Georgia-2: Southwest corner, Albany. Incumbent Dem.
Sanford Bishop (A+) vs. Repub. Mike Keown (A).

Ga.-8: South-central, Macon. Incumbent Dem. Jim
Marshall (A) vs. Repub. Austin Scott (A-).

Ga.-12: Mid-east, Savannah. Incumbent Dem. John
Barrow (A) vs. Repub. Ray McInney (AQ).

*Hawaii 1: Honolulu. Repub. incumbent Charles Djou
(A) vs. Dem. Colleen Hanabusa (F).

Idaho-1: Panhandle and almost everything directly
south of it, except Boise. Incumbent Dem. Walt Minnick
(B+) vs. Repub. Raul Labrador (A).

Illinois-8: Northeast border with Wisconsin. Incumbent
Dem. Melissa Bean (D) vs. Repub. Joe Walsh (?).

Ill.-9: Evanston, Chicago lakefront. Incumbent Dem.
Jan Schakowsky (F) vs. Repub. Joel Pollack (?).

Ill.-10: North Shore. Dem. Dan Seals (D) vs. Repub.
Bob Dold (?). Repub. Mark Kirk (F in 2008) gave up the
seat to run for Senate.

Ill.-11: Joliet and south. Repub. Adam Kinzinger (AQ)
vs. incumbent Dem.t Debbie Halvorson (A).

*Ill.-14: Part of the rural north. Repub. Randy Hultgren
(A-) vs. incumbent Dem. Bill Foster (D).

*Ill.-17: Central portion of the border with the
Mississippi River. Repub. Bobby Schilling (AQ) vs.
incumbent Dem. Phil Hare (F).

Indiana-2: North-central, South Bend. Incumbent Dem.
Joe Donnelly (A) vs. Repub. Jackie Walorski (A).

Ind.-8: The southern 2/3 of the western border,
Evansville. Open seat vacated by Brad Ellsworth (A in
2010 Senate race). Repub. Larry Bucshon (AQ) vs. Dem.
Trent Van Haaften (A).

Ind.-9: Southeast, Bloomington. Repub. Todd Young
(AQ) vs. incumbent Dem. Baron Hill (A).

*Iowa-1: DuBuque, Davenport, Waterloo. Incumbent
Dem. Bruce Braley (D) vs. Repub. Ben Lange (AQ).

*Ia.-2: Southeast. Repub. Mariannette Miller-Meeks
(AQ) vs. Dem. incumbent Dave Loebsack (F). A rematch
of the 2008 election.

Ia.-3: Des Moines, counties to the east, New Sharon,
Taintor. Incumbent Dem. Leonard Boswell (A) vs. Repub.
Brad Zaun (A).

*Kansas-3: K.C. and suburbs. Open seat due to
retirement of Dennis Moore (F in 2008). His wife,
Stephene Moore (?) faces Repub. Kevin Yoder (A).

Ballot issue 1 in Kansas will provide voters with an
opportunity to restore the right to keep and bear arms to
the Kansas state constitution. The right was included in the
original constitution, but later nullified by the Kansas
Supreme Court in the 1905 case City of Salina v. Blakesly.
Dicta from that case was the origin of the 20th-century
notion that the Second Amendment is exclusively a state’s
right, not an individual right.

*Kentucky-3: Louisville. Dem. incumbent John
Yarmuth (F) vs. Repub. Todd Lally (AQ).

Ky.-6: Lexington area. Repub. Andy Barr (AQ) vs.
incumbent Dem. Ben Chandler (A).

*Louisiana 2: New Orleans. Joseph Cao (C) v. Cedric
Richmond (F).

La.-3: Southeast, Cajun country. Open-seat, because
Charlie Melancon is the Democratic nominee for Senate
(with an A rating). Repub. Jeff Landry (AQ) vs. Dem. Ravi
Sangisetty (AQ).

*Maine-1: Portland, Augusta. Repub. Dean Scontras
(AQ) vs. incumbent Dem. Chellie Pingree (F). Pingree
formerly served as President of Common Cause, whose
agenda has included, among other things, suppressing the
political speech of the National Rifle Association.

Me.-2: Northern 4/5 of state. Repub. Jason Levesque
(AQ) vs. Dem. incumbent Michael Michaud (A).

Maryland-1: Eastern shore. Repub. Andy Harris (A) vs.
incumbent Dem. Frank Kratovil (A). A 2008 rematch.

*Massachusetts-4: Fall River, New Bedford, Brookline.
Repub. Sean Bielat (AQ) vs. incumbent Dem. Barney
Frank (F).

*Mass.-10: Cape Cod. Repub. Jeff Perry (A) vs. Dem.
Bill Keating (?). Incumbent Dem. William Delahunt (F in
2008) is retiring.

Michigan-1: Upper peninsula and upper thumb.
Retiring Bart Stupak was usually good, but not always.
Repub. Dan Benishek (AQ) vs. Dem. Gary McDowell (A).

*Mich.-5: Flint. Incumbent Dem. Dale Kildee (F) vs.
Repub. John Kupiec (AQ).

Mich.-7: South-central. Repub. Tim Walburg (A) vs.
incumbent Dem. Mark Schauer (B-). Another 2008 encore
contest.

*Mich.-9: Pontiac area. Repub. Rocky Raczkowski (A)
vs. Dem. incumbent Gary Peters (D).

Mich.-15: Ann Arbor to Ohio. Repub. Rob Steele (AQ)
vs. Dem. incumbent John Dingell (A+), 2d ranking on
Energy & Commerce Committee. With the lone exception
of a vote to pass the 1994 Clinton crime bill, Dingell has
been a stalwart leader for Second Amendment issues
during his long tenure in the House.

Minnesota-1: Southern border, Rochester. Incumbent
Dem. Tim Walz (A) vs. Repub. Randy Demmer (A).
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Minn.-8: Northeast, Duluth. Repub. Chip Cravaack
(AQ) vs. incumbent Jim Oberstar (B+). While the district
is heavily Democratic, it’s a farming and mining region for
which Oberstar’s record on the issue is weak, in context.

Mississippi-1: North, Oxford. Incumbent Dem. Travis
Childers (A+) vs. Repub. Alan Nunnellee (A). Like Mike
Ross of Arksansas, Childers has led the fight against the
D.C. City Council’s attempt to “comply” with Heller the
same way that southern school boards in the 1950s tried to
avoid fully obeying Brown v. Board of Education.

Miss.-4: Southeast. Repub. Steven Palazzo (A) vs.
Dem. incumbent Gene Taylor (A). Taylor’s good record is
marred only by his efforts to defend the 1993 atrocities at
Waco and their subsequent cover-up.

*Missouri-3: South of St. Louis. Repub. Ed Martin
(AQ) vs. incumbent Dem. Russ Carnahan (F). The
Carnahan family has been the preeminent opponent of
Second Amendment rights in Missouri for the last dozen
years.

Mo.-4: West-central, Jefferson City. Incumbent
Democrat Ike Skelton (A) is Chairman of the Armed
Services Committee. He is opposed by Vicky Jo Hartzler
(A). Even as ranking minority of Armed Services, Skelton
can accomplish far more for the Second Amendment than
could a freshman in a Republican majority.

Nevada-3: Tip of the southern triangle. Repub. Joe
Heck (A) vs. Dina Titus (B-).

*New Hampshire-1: East, Manchester. Repub. Frank
Guinta (A) vs. Dem. incumbent Carol Shea-Porter (F).

*N.H.-2: North and West, Concord. Open seat because
Paul Hodes (A-) is the Dem. Senate nominee. Repub.
Charlie Bass (A) vs. Dem. Ann Kuster (D).

*New Jersey-3: Burlington and Ocean counties. Dem.
incumbent John Adler (D) vs. Jon Runyan (AQ).

*N.J.-6: New Brunswick area. Repub. Anna Little (AQ)
vs. incumbent Dem. Frank Pallone (F).

*N.J.-12: Central area. Incumbent Dem. Rush Holt (F)
vs. Repub. Scott Sipprelle (A-). Holt is a leading gun
control advocate; for example, he sponsored a bill, which
attracted no co-sponsors, to impose national handgun
licensing and registration.

Any right to arms victories in New Jersey races are
nationally significant, in that they help bring the Garden
State back into the American mainstream, and out of the
orbit of New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg.

New Mexico-1: Albuquerque. Repub. Jon Barela (AQ)
vs. incumbent Dem. Martin Heinrich (A).

N.M.-2: South. Repub. Steve Pearce (A) vs. Dem.
incumbent Harry Teague (A).

*New York-1: Easter Suffolk County. Incumbent Dem.
Tim Bishop (F) vs. Repub. Randy Altschuler (AQ).

*N.Y.-13: Staten Island. Incumbent Dem. Mike
McMahon (F) vs. Repub. Mike Grimm (AQ).

*N.Y.-19: Lower Hudson Valley. Repub. Nan
Hayworth (AQ) vs. incumbent Dem. John Hall (F).

N.Y.-20: Central part of the Hudson River border.
Repub. Chris Gibson (AQ) vs. Dem. incumbent Scott
Murphy (A).

*N.Y.-22: Catskills, Binghamton. Incumbent Dem.
Maurice Hinchey (C) vs. Repub. George Phillips (AQ).
According to the 2010 Almanac of American Politics.

N.Y.-23: Northern border, in eastern half of the state.
Repub. Matt Doheny (AQ) vs. Dem. incumbent Bill
Owens (A).

*N.Y.-25: Syracuse and west. Repub. Ann Marie
Buerkle (AQ) vs. Dem. incumbent Dan Maffei (F).

N.Y.-29: Southern half of the west. Rep. Tom Reed
(AQ) vs. Dem. Matt Zeller (AQ). Tickling enthusiast Eric
Massa (C in 2008) resigned during his term.

*North Carolina-2: Gerrymander centered on Johnston
County. Dem. incumbent Bob Etheridge (D) vs. Repub.
Renee Ellmers (AQ).

N.C.-7: Southernmost counties. Repub. Ilario Pantano
(AQ) vs. incumbent Dem. Mike McIntyre (A).

N.C.-8: From part of Fayette to part of Charlottesville.
Incumbent Dem. Larry Kissell (A) vs. Repub. Harold
Johnson (AQ).

N.C.-11: Western tip. Incumbent Dem. Heath Shuler
(A) vs. Repub. Jeff Miller (AQ).

North Dakota-at large: Repub. Rick Berg (A) vs.
incumbent Dem. Earl Pomeroy (A).

*Ohio-1: Cincinnati. Repub. Steve Chabot (A) vs.
incumbent Dem. Steve Driehaus (D).

Oh.-6: Eastern border, but not the northernmost portion.
Repub. Bill Johnson (AQ) vs. incumbent Dem. Charlie
Wilson (A).

*Oh.-10: Parts of Cleveland and suburbs. Repub. Peter
Corrigan (AQ) vs. Dem. incumbent Dennis Kucinich, who
in 2008 advocated handgun prohibition.

*Oh.-13: Cuyahoga County. Repub. Tom Ganley (AQ)
vs. Dem. incumbent Betty Sutton (F).

*Oh-15: Most of Columbus, plus westward. Repub.
Steve Stivers (A) vs. incumbent Dem. Mary Jo Kilroy (F).

Oh.-16: Canton and Stark Counties. Repub. Jim
Renacci (AQ) vs. incumbent Dem. John Boccieri (A).

Oh.-18: Rural east-central. Incumbent Dem. Zach Space
(A+) vs. Repub. Bob Gibbs (A).

*Oregon-1: Northwestern tip. Repub. Rob Cornilles
(AQ) vs. incumbent Dem. David Wu (F).

Ore.-4: Southwest, Eugene. Repub. Art Robinson (AQ)
vs. incumbent Dem. Peter DeFazio (B).

Ore.-5: Centered on Salem. Repub. Scott Bruun (A) vs.
Dem. incumbent Kurt Schrader (A).

Pennsylvania-3: Northwest, Erie. Repub. Mike Kelly
(AQ) vs. Dem. incumbent Kathy Dahlkemper (C).

Penn.-4: Central west. Incumbent Dem. Jason Altmire
(A) vs. Repub. Keith Rofkus (AQ).

*Penn. -7: Delaware County. Repub. Pat Meehan (AQ)
vs. Bryan Lentz (F). The seat formerly belong to Joe
Sestak (F in 2010 Senate race).
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*Penn.-8: Bucks County. Repub. Mike Fitzpatrick (A)
vs. incumbent Dem. Patrick Murphy (D+).

Penn.-10: Northeast. Repub. Tom Marino (AQ) vs.
incumbent Dem. Chris Carney (A).

Penn.-11: Scranton and southward. Repub. Lou Barletta
(AQ) vs. incombent Dem. Paul Kanjorski .

*Penn.-12: Southwest. Dem. incumbent Mark Critz (A)
vs. Repub. Tim Burns (AQ).

*South Carolina-5: Eastern 2/3 of the northern border.
House Budget Committee Chairman John Spratt (D) vs.
Repub. Mick Mulvaney (A). Spratt’s record on guns is far
out of step with his district, and his role as a major
committee chair makes him particularly harmful to the
Second Amendment.

Recognition of constitutional right to hunt and fish will
be on the statewide ballot.

South Dakota-at large: Repub. Kristi Noem (A) vs.
incumbent Dem. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin (A).

Tennessee-4: Central region. Incumbent Dem. Lincoln
Davis (A) vs. Repub. Scott DesJarlais (AQ). Davis grew
up on the farm that once belonged to the greatest rifleman
of the World War I, Sgt. Alvin York.

*Tenn.-6: North-central. Murfreesboro. Repub. Diane
Black (A) vs. Dem. Brett Carter (?). Bart Gordon (A in
2008) is retiring.

Tenn-8: Northwest. Repub. Stephen Fincher (AQ) vs.
Dem. Roy Herron (A). Incumbent John Tanner (A in 2008)
is another retiree.

Tennessee is another state with a proposed right to hunt
and fish amendment.

Texas-17: Waco. Repub. Bill Flores (AQ) vs. Dem.
incumbent Chet Edwards (A). Edwards provided the
crucial vote for the Clinton ban on so-called “assault
weapons,” and also supported Clinton’s bill to severely
restrict gun shows, but he has gotten better in the 21st
century.

Tex.-23: Panhandle. Incumbent Dem. Ciro Rodriguez
(A-) vs. Repub. Francisco Canseco (AQ).

Tex.-27: Brownsville, Corpus Christi. Repub. Blake
Farenthold (A-) vs. Dem. incumbent Solomon Ortiz (A),
who ranks 3d on the Armed Services Committee.

Utah-2: East. Dem. incumbent Jim Matheson (A) vs.
Repub. Morgan Philpot (A).

Virginia-2: Virginia Beach. Repub. Scott Rigell (AQ)
vs. incumbent Democrat Glenn Nye (A).

Vir.-5: Charlottesville to the N.C. border. Repub.
Robert Hurt (A) vs. incumbent Dem. Tom Perriello (A).

Vir.-9: Western tip. Incumbent Dem. Rick Boucher
(A+) vs. Repub. Morgan Griffith (A).

*Vir.-11: Fairfax. Repub. Keith Fimian (AQ) vs. Dem.
incumbent Gerry Connolly (F).

Washington-2: Bellingham to Everett. Repub. John
Koster (A) vs. incumbent Dem. Rick Larsen (B-). Larsen
first won the seat by beating Koster in 2000.

There is also a particularly important Supreme Court
election in Washington. Incumbent Justice Richard B.
Sanders (A+) is a sterling defender of civil liberty. His
opponent is Charlie Wiggins (?).

*Wash.-3: Southwest. Repub. Jaime Herrera (A) vs.
Dem. Denny Heck (?). Brian Baird (B in 2008) did not
choose to seek reelection.

Wash.-9: South of Seattle. Repub. Dick Muri (A) vs.
Dem. incumbent Adam Smith (C).

West Virginia-1: North, Morgantown. Dem. Mike
Oliverio (A) vs. Repub. David McKinley (A). Alan
Mollohan (A+ in 2008) was defeated in the primary
because of ethics problems.

W.V.-3: South. Repub. Spike Maynard (A) vs. Dem.
incumbent Nick Rahall (A), who is Chairman of the
Natural Resources Committee.

Wisconsin-7: Northwest, Wassau. Repub. Sean Duffy
(AQ) vs. Dem. Julie Lassa (A-). The retirement of
Appropriations Committee Chairman David Obey (A- in
2008) is a gain for taxpayers, but a significant loss for the
Second Amendment. Behind the scenes in committee
negotiations, Obey fought and won many battles on behalf
of the Second Amendment.

Wisc.-8: Northeast, Green Bay. Repub. Reid Ribble
(AQ) vs. Dem. incumbent Steve Kagen (A).

In most races where there is an A-rated incumbent, that
incumbent with have the NRA endorsement, since NRA
endorsement policy favors incumbents who have proven
themselves through their actions. A study by Christopher
B. Kenny, Michael McBurnett & David J. Bordua found
that, “in general, a NRA endorsement can raise a
candidate’s share of the vote by approximately 3% per
10,000 NRA members in the district.” But the NRA
endorsement is most potent for challengers, who can
receive a 5% boost per 10,000 NRA members in the
district.

Because there are 435 U.S. House districts, and about 4
million NRA members, the average district would have
about 9,200 NRA members. Obviously NRA members are
not evenly distributed. Chicago districts would have many
fewer members, whereas rural Illinois districts would have
many more.

On election night, some of the incumbent Democrats
discussed above will have the pleasure of finding that they
were not washed away by the tsunami. For the A-rated
winners who survived by only a few points, the NRA will
undoubtedly be near the top of their “thank you” lists.
Republican challengers who narrowly defeated anti-gun
Democrats will also have the NRA to thank.

http://newledger.com/2010/10/gun-rights-and-the-2010-
house-elections/

10-10-22 60th district candidates debate Marcellus
shale tax, budget cuts



Page 70

About 70 people gathered Thursday night to hear two
candidates for state representative debate about Marcellus
shale tax, budget cuts and property taxes.

Incumbent Republican Jeff Pyle and Democratic
challenger Jo Ellen Bowman spent about an hour and a
half fielding nine questions from local residents at the
event sponsored by the Indiana-Armstrong Patriots at the
Smith Complex in Plumcreek Township.

Both candidates stated their commitment to taking the
voices and concerns of constituents to Harrisburg and
bringing family-sustaining jobs to the district — all while
taking small jabs at their opponent.

Bowman cited her background as an advocate in
showing her ability to fight for what she believes to be
right, if elected.

"I want the opportunity to bring that trust back to the
Legislature," she said.

She pledged to fix a broken governmental system, mend
a flawed corporate tax system, adequately fund education
and bring her ethics and responsibility to the job. Bowman
explained her experience working within a budget while
she was executive director of Kittanning sexual assault and
domestic violence shelter HAVIN.

Pyle cited his past work to combat runaway spending
and added taxes and standing up for the needs of his
constituents. Over six years in office, he has created
personal relationships, gives out his cell phone number and
regularly travels throughout the district, putting 38,000
miles on his car annually, Pyle said.

"One doesn't assume this job, one lives this job," he
said.

Questions were received from members of the public
attending the debate. Each candidate had two minutes to
respond and could provide rebuttal if they wished. Some of
the topics included:

Marcellus shale tax
Bowman supports a tax on Marcellus shale drillers,

Pyle does not.
"To me, I think a Marcellus shale tax is inevitable,"

Bowman said, adding that it is a great opportunity for the
state. "I think that it needs to be reasonable, it doesn't need
to be an excessive tax."

She said she would like to see the revenue be funneled
back to the state's municipalities or into a fund to help a
property owner in the event water is affected. Bowman
said she doesn't think companies would leave the state if a
tax is enacted.

Pyle said he does not support the tax because it
includes shallow gas wells, 21,000 of which exist in the
district. That tax would fall onto the property owner as
well as the drilling company, resulting in a $9 million loss
to the local economy, he said.

A tax would "chase the jobs out of here," Pyle said.

"We sit on the cutting edge of economic boom," he
said. "Let's not blow it by driving these guys out of the
state."

Castle Doctrine
Both candidates said they are supportive of gun rights

— Bowman has a permit to carry a firearm and Pyle
regularly hunts — and a citizen's ability to protect their
property with reasonable force.

"I'm supportive of it," Bowman said of the measure that
was recently passed by the legislature. "I think that
everybody has the right to protect themselves."

Pyle voted in favor of the bill that says people can
defend themselves in their yards, on their porches, in cars
or a public place, without retreat from an assailant
threatening them with death or serious bodily injury. That
includes protecting a home or vehicle "as long as neither is
being used in the commission of a crime," Pyle said.

Constitutional convention
Both candidates voiced support for a constitutional

convention in response to a question from Ray Borkoski of
Ford City, who asked what the candidates would do to
convince their party's leadership to hold such an event. He
cited a disconnect between government and citizens,
adding that the public will vote, but will be ignored the rest
of the year.

"It's like a caste system in India," Borkoski said.
"I believe that we are your voice and we need to listen

to what you're saying," Bowman said, adding that she
supports the idea of reduced Legislature.

She cited her experience as an advocate as being a help
in the legislative arena, if elected.

"I've been fighting systems for 27 years," she said.
Pyle said he supports the idea of a constitutional

convention with a limited scope so as to protect gun rights.
Recruiting fellow lawmakers would be an easy task in
pushing for a convention.

The candidates also answered questions about
children's health care, school choice, abortion, ethanol
production and following the constitution when reading
through pieces of legislation.

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/s_
705609.html#

10-10-22 Police: Convicted felon had handgun
A Freemansburg man, who is a convicted felon, faces

weapon charges after police found a handgun in his closet,
according to court records.

Anthony Baker, 39, of 101 Walnut St., is charged with
possession of a firearm by a felon. Police said Baker is a
convicted felon out of Georgia on drug charges.

Baker was arraigned on the charge Thursday evening
for the gun that was discovered Sept. 15. Although District
Judge Diane Marakovits set bail at $15,000 unsecured,
court records state Baker is wanted on a homicide charge.
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The records do not detail the department issuing the
homicide charge.

According to court records:
At 6 a.m. Sept. 15, Freemansburg police, Northampton

County sheriff deputies and agents with the U.S.
Marshall's Office went to Baker's home to issue the
homicide arrest warrant.

Police found a handgun in Baker's rear bedroom. He
told police he found the handgun in Newark, N.J

10-10-22 Police seek owner of 12-gauge shotgun
found in Georges

Uniontown state police have a 12-gauge Mossberg
shotgun they'd like to return -- if they can find its owner.

Recovered by state police along with six other weapons
in a Georges burglary arrest, the shotgun is the only one of
seven weapons that has not been returned to its rightful
owner, Trooper Christopher Newman said.

The shotgun, manufactured in the 1970s, was recovered
in a wooden case. The case and the firearm have
distinctive markings, Newman said.

Newman said the owners of the other firearms were
"scattered" throughout the county.

The break in the case came in June 2009. Two people
subsequently were convicted of burglary and are now
serving time in jail, Newman said.

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/dailycourier/s_705537
.html

10-10-21 Three from Boyertown area face drugs,
guns charges

LOWER POTTSGROVE — Two men from Boyertown
and one man from Gilbertsville were arrested for multiple
felony weapons charges after they were found in
possession of firearms following a traffic stop early
Wednesday morning.

Joel Anthony Garcia, 18, of East Philadelphia Avenue,
Boyertown; Eric Todd Grebe, 21, of Indian Lane,
Boyertown; and Gregory Edward Lightkep, 23, of Wren
Road, Gilbertsville, were taken into custody by Lower
Pottsgrove Township Police and arraigned by District
Judge Edward Kropp Sr. Thursday.

According to the criminal complaint filed by Lower
Pottsgrove Officer Christopher Dipiano, police were
monitoring traffic in the area of High Street and
Pleasantview Road shortly after 1 a.m. Wednesday.
Dipiano noticed a silver Mazda Protege stop for a steady
green light as it was traveling west on High Street.

Additionally, Dipiano noted in court papers, he
observed the Mazda turn onto Pleasantview Road and then
turn into the parking lot of an abandoned Rite Aid
Pharmacy store, and then exit the parking lot after several
minutes, making an illegal left turn onto Pleasantview
Road. Dipiano, court papers indicate, got behind the

Mazda and found it was traveling more than 46 mph in a
posted 35 mph zone, and he initiated a traffic stop.

Dipiano found the vehicle was operated by Garcia, and
noticed when talking with Garcia, Lightkep, who was in
the front passenger seat, and Grebe, who was in the rear
passenger seat, that all occupants had slurred speech and
“could not answer simple questions,” according to court
papers. Additionally, Dipiano noted in the criminal
complaint that all three men “were nervous and evaded any
questioning.”

Dipiano asked Garcia, the driver, to step out of the
vehicle for field sobriety tests, court papers indicate.
Garcia failed the tests and was arrested for driving under
the influence.

When police conducted an inventory search of the
vehicle, they found two baggies containing blue wax paper
with white powder in them in the pocket of the rear
passenger seat, court papers indicate. Police noted in court
papers the packaging was consistent with heroin
packaging.

Additionally, police located a black Smith and Wesson
MP 15 rifle in a hard case, five 35-round magazines for the
rifle which were all fully loaded, a loaded black Smith and
Wesson SW40VE semi-automatic handgun, and two
loaded magazines for the handgun in the trunk of the
vehicle, according to court papers. Police noted in court
papers that the serial numbers on both weapons had been
removed.

Dipiano explained in the criminal complaint that
Garcia had been taken to Pottstown Memorial Medical
Center for a blood test before he was taken to Lower
Pottsgrove Township Police station for questioning. Garcia
and Grebe, who had also been transported to the police
station, agreed to talk to police. In separate statements,
each man told police they went to pick up Lightkep and
Lightkep told Garcia to pop the trunk of the vehicle and he
put a case, consistent with the gun case police found, in the
trunk of the vehicle. Both men also told police that when
they were stopped by Dipiano for the traffic violations,
Lightkep said “Well guys, I’m going to jail tonight.”\

Grebe allegedly admitted to police that he was in
possession of the heroin found in the back seat of the
vehicle, according to court papers.

The three men were arraigned by Judge Kropp
Wednesday morning.

Lightkep, who was charged with second- and third-
degree felony weapons charges, was sent to Montgomery
County Correctional Facility in lieu of $100,000 cash bail
pending a preliminary hearing.

Garcia, who was charged with second- and third-
degree felony weapons violations, driving under the
influence of a controlled substance and traffic offenses,
was sent to Montgomery County Correctional Facility in
lieu of $10,000 cash bail following his arraignment.
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Grebe, who was charged with second- and third-degree
weapons violations, as well as possession of a controlled
substance, was released on $25,000 unsecured bail.

A preliminary hearing for the three men is scheduled
for 10 a.m. Nov. 9 before Judge Kropp.
http://www.berksmontnews.com/articles/2010/10/21/boyer
town_area_times/news/doc4cc0842aa5856743692299.txt

10-10-21 2 IDF soldiers 'stole firearms and sold
them to criminals

Weapons were taken from military base; criminals
prefer army guns to make it harder for police to trace them,
senior investigator tells Post.

Police uncovered a major criminal operation in which
IDF weapons worth hundreds of thousands of shekels were
stolen from an army base and sold to criminals, it was
announced on Thursday.

Two IDF soldiers, residents of Netanya, were arrested
by the central district's central unit on Thursday and five
additional suspects who are believed to have distributed
and purchased the firearms were also arrested following
the completion of a joint undercover investigation by
police and Military Police.

The stolen weapons included M-16 machine guns,
rifles, grenade launchers, and a large quantity of
ammunition.

"The two soldiers worked together to steal the weapons
and neutralized security measures in place on base," Ch.-
Supt. Tomer Cohen, head of the central unit's investigation
division told The Jerusalem Post on Thursday.

"They transferred the weapons to a group of people
who acted as intermediaries. These in turn hid the firearms
and then sold them to senior criminals," Cohen added.

"We are now checking to see if any of the weapons
ended up in the hands of terrorists," Cohen said.

"Unfortunately, the use of stolen firearms by criminals
is quite widespread. For criminals, it is an advantage to be
armed with IDF weapons, as these have not been used in
past criminal incidents, making it harder to track them
down through forensics," Cohen added.

Police said a number of suspects have confessed to the
suspicions against them, adding more arrests could follow.
http://www.jpost.com/Israel/Article.aspx?id=192340

10-10-21 Phoenix police officer pleads not guilty to
murder; father of man shot called him 'evil cop'

PHOENIX (AP) — A Phoenix police officer pleaded
not guilty Thursday to a second-degree murder charge for
the on-duty shooting death of an unarmed suspect, whose
father called the lawman an "evil cop."

Officer Richard Chrisman, 36, was arraigned in
Maricopa County Superior Court. He is also charged with
aggravated assault and animal cruelty.

On Oct. 5, Chrisman pulled his pistol, put it against
Danny Frank Rodriguez's head and told him he didn't need

a warrant when Rodriguez ordered him out of his house,
according to court documents. During the next few
minutes, Chrisman shocked Rodriguez with a stun gun,
fatally shot his pit bull, then fatally shot Rodriguez, the
documents say.

Records show another officer who responded to the
scene, Officer Sergio Virgillo, told investigators he saw no
reason for Chrisman to shoot the dog or Rodriguez.

Rodriguez's father, Frank Rodriguez, said outside the
courthouse Thursday that he wants justice for his son.

"My son shouldn't be in the grave," he told The
Associated Press. "There's good cops, there's bad cops, but
he's just an evil cop."

Chrisman's attorney, Craig Mehrens, said that his
client's actions were "more than justified" and that
Chrisman never put his gun against Rodriguez's head.

"His partner, to put it politely, is grossly mistaken,"
Mehrens said. "I'm not going to go into details except to
say he clearly had a right to do what he was doing."

He said Virgillo's claim that Rodriguez was not a threat
is odd.

Virgillo "shot him with his Taser himself — that's
pretty high up on the force continuum," Mehrens said.

Chrisman did not speak during Thursday's hearing and
declined to talk to members of the media as they followed
him outside the courthouse.

Chrisman and Virgillo were called to a Phoenix trailer
house by Rodriguez's mother, who told officers she had
been arguing with her son, that he had damaged property
inside the trailer and that she left because she was afraid he
would hurt her.

Court records show the officers had trouble controlling
Rodriguez, with both firing their stun guns on him to little
effect. Chrisman then used pepper spray on Rodriguez and
shot his pit bull, Virgillo told investigators.

Rodriguez told officers he was leaving with his bicycle
but Virgillo moved to block the door, and Chrisman began
struggling with Rodriguez over the handlebars, records
show.

Chrisman then pulled out his handgun and shot
Rodriguez more than once, according to court documents.
He died at the scene.

Chrisman was arrested about five hours after the
shooting and freed on $150,000 bail the following day.

http://www.kfsm.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-us-
phoenix-officer-charged,0,3329036.story

10-10-21 Two men arrested after exchanging
gunfire in Dover Twp.

Gunfire broke out Wednesday evening between a 71-
year-old Dover Township man and the 22-year-old
passenger in an SUV that pulled into his driveway,
Northern York Regional Police said.
No one was injured, but both men have been arrested and
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the shootout left five bullet holes in the elder man's mobile
home, police said. Both men told police the other started
shooting first, though it's not clear why either opened fire.

Kenneth Sipe, 4450 Bull Road, told police he was
outside emptying peanut shells in his flower bed when
people started yelling at him from a gold-colored Hyundai
traveling south on Bull Road, police said.

Sipe reported he yelled back at them and thought they
intended to smash his mailbox because he saw something
hanging out of the SUV window. He said he then saw it
was a gun, and went into his home as the backseat
passenger started shooting at him, police said.

Sipe said the Hyundai then pulled into his driveway,
and Sipe shot two rounds at the vehicle from a .357
magnum he had retrieved from his home, police said.

But the three riders in the SUV told a different story,
according to police.

About 15 minutes after Sipe's call, 22-year-old
Benjamin Adam Johnson of Titusville, Fla., called from a
residence at 1405 Bremer Road to report the exchange,
police said.

When officers went to the Bremer Road home, they
found the Hyundai parked behind the house, "out of the
view of passing motorists," police said.

Johnson said he was a backseat passenger in the
Hyundai, driven by his brother, 20-year-old Nicholas A.
Johnson, also of Titusville, Fla. Benjamin Johnson said he
returned fire after Sipe shot at the SUV.

Nicholas Johnson said he was driving. His girlfriend,
Sarah Lynn Gunther, was in the front passenger seat and
his brother was in the back seat, police said.

Nicholas Johnson said he pulled into the driveway and
was backing out when Sipe began gesturing at the vehicle
with his arms raised, ran into the trailer, came back out and
started shooting at the SUV, police said.

Nicholas Johnson said his brother pulled a handgun
from a waist holster and returned fire, with "numerous"
shots fired as the vehicle was being driven away, police
said.
Gunther gave the same account, police said.

Senseless:Police Chief Mark Bentzel said the Johnsons
were visiting family at the Bremer Road residence, and it's
not clear why the incident escalated into gunfire.
"This is much akin to the late 1800s, like the Wild West,"
Bentzel said. "This is ridiculous. Who actually fired first
or started it? I don't know if we'll ever know that."
Sipe fired two shots and Benjamin Johnson fired six, five
of which hit the trailer, Bentzel said.

"Thankfully, nobody was hurt," he said.
Police seized two 9mm semi-automatic handguns from

Benjamin Johnson and seized the Hyundai. The vehicle is
being stored for forensic processing, and police have a
search warrant for Sipe's home.

Sipe turned his Ruger handgun over to police.

Sipe and Benjamin Johnson were taken to Central
Booking, where they were being arraigned Thursday
morning.

Benjamin Johnson is being charged with one count
each of aggravated assault, simple assault, reckless
endangerment and shooting into an occupied dwelling.

Sipe is being charged with three counts each of
aggravated assault, simple assault and reckless
endangerment.

Bentzel said the charges are determined by the number
of people endangered, not the number of shots.
http://www.yorkdispatch.com/news/ci_16395098?source=
email

10-10-21 Escaped Prisoner Killed In Failed
Jewelry Store Robbery

PHILADELPHIA (CBS) – According to police, a
suspect who was fatally shot during a botched jewelry
store robbery in which the store’s owner was also killed is
the same man who escaped from a Philadelphia prison last
week.

Investigators say Kevin Turner, 22, was fatally shot
during a failed robbery at Glatz Jewelers in the 6400 block
of Rising Sun Avenue Thursday morning. The store’s
owner, William Glatz, died during a shootout with Turner
and another suspect.

According to police sources, Turner escaped from
Curran-Fromhold Correctional Facility in the Northeast in
the early morning hours of October 12.

Police say Turner and another suspect entered the store
in the city’s Lawndale section and announced a robbery.

“During the course of the robbery, (there was) an
exchange of gunfire between the perpetrators and the store
owner,” said Capt. Michael McCarrick.

The 67-year-old Glatz was rushed to Albert Einstein
Medical Center with two gunshot wounds to the chest, but
he was later pronounced dead.

Turner was also shot during the shootout and was
pronounced dead at the scene.

The second suspect fled the scene and remains on the
loose.

Store employees told police the two suspects were seen
in the store prior to the robbery.

The deadly incident remains under police investigation.
http://philadelphia.cbslocal.com/2010/10/21/breaking-

news-2-dead-in-northeast-philly-jewelry-store-robbery/

10-10-21 Impostor reported, removed by police
ANN ARBOR, Mich. -- A full-time National

Guardsman toting two unloaded M16 assault rifles was
allowed onto the Michigan Stadium field before the
Michigan-Michigan State football game.

Security officials allowed the man into the stadium,
where more than 113,000 people had gathered, because his
weapons were empty and no ammunition was found.
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A member of the color guard reported the impostor,
who was escorted out by police.

Brown said the unidentified man was compliant, and
told officers he used his uniform as a ruse because he
wanted to attend the Oct. 9 game but could not get a ticket.

Diane Brown, a spokeswoman for the university's
department of public safety, told WJBK-TV that school
officials do not believe anything was done "incorrectly or
improperly by police in any of the checkpoints." Brown
declined immediate comment when reached on Thursday.

http://sports.espn.go.com/ncf/news/story?id=5710536

10-10-21 Cache of guns seized from murder victim's
home

CHERRY RIDGE TWP. - State police seized more than
100 guns at a White Mills Road residence where an elderly
woman was killed Sunday and an interview with the
woman's husband raised concerns about his whereabouts
that morning, according to a search warrant.

June Jufer, 68, died from a single gunshot to the head,
state police said. Her body was discovered in a bedroom at
238 White Mills Road after her husband, Robert Jufer,
called from a neighbor's house to report that he was
attacked from behind and rendered unconscious upon
entering the home after a trip to Walmart.

When a state police trooper arrived at the home Sunday
morning, he found Mrs. Jufer "clearly deceased" in her bed
with the covers pulled almost over her head and a large
pool of blood, according to an affidavit of probable cause.

A shotgun, which contained a discharged 12-gauge
buckshot cartridge, was on the floor pointed in the
direction of the bed. A state police search of the home
recovered four boxes of Remington 12-gauge 00 buck,
according to an inventory of items seized.

Troopers observed the gun had a pattern on it near the
barrel which they distinguished as possible partial finger
shapes, which could have been left by gloved hands,
according to the affidavit.

The list of weapons included at least six shotguns, one
semi-automatic rifle, 46 rifles and 11 handguns, in addition
to other firearms. State police also recovered two silencers
in the basement and a large flak vest in the attic.

An extensive inventory of ammunition was also
recovered - including seven shotgun shells in a Mossberg
500A 12-gauge pump-action shotgun - as well as several
stripper clips and assorted gun parts.

The home's kitchen yielded several items during the
search, including a wooden dowel with on it, a box of
blue latex gloves, three blue latex gloves from the counter
top, two green, flat ropes in a box and four blood swabs.
The inventory also listed an empty Friskies cat food can
"with blood on bottom," though it did not specify its
location in the house.

A wooden curtain rod from the television room, a piece
of a wooden curtain rod from beneath the home's basement

steps and two receipts from Walmart, one from Sunday
morning and another from Saturday, also were seized.

In a bottom shelf in the home's living room, police
discovered two books, listed as "The Crime Busters Book"
and "The World's Greatest Crimes Book."

Found in the basement were 26 suspected homemade
improvised pyrotechnics, two suspected pyrotechnic filler
powders, a bag of hobby fuse and a spool of green, flat
rope.

Mr. Jufer's account of Sunday morning during an
interview with state police later that day revealed several
inconsistencies, according to an affidavit of probable
cause.

Mr. Jufer could not explain a 45-minute period between
8:29 a.m., when surveillance video shows him leaving the
Walmart just 5 miles from his home, and about 9:15, when
a neighbor witnessed him return to his house, according to
state police.

Mr. Jufer had told police that he went directly home
from Walmart and that the neighbor "must be wrong,"
according to the affidavit.

The affidavit called the timing of events into question
again with reference to Mr. Jufer's reported attack and
subsequent trek to his neighbor's home.

After claiming to have been knocked unconscious by an
assailant, Mr. Jufer was able to recover, attempt to call
police with his phone, find it inoperable and travel 100
yards to his neighbor's home where he arrived at 9:30, 15
minutes later, according to the affidavit.

Police also noted in the affidavit that Mr. Jufer told
different tales of the supposed assault. Mr. Jufer initially
told the responding trooper at the scene Sunday morning
that he was jumped entering the home and that an assailant
put a plastic bag over his head, which rendered him
unconscious.

But later, Mr. Jufer told troopers the assailant wrapped
either a cord or rope around his neck and applied pressure
until he lost consciousness. No bruising, ligature, scratches
or hemorrhage markings could be found on Mr. Jufer's
neck or face, according to the affidavit.

Also, the area in which Mr. Jufer claimed the assault
took place showed no signs of a struggle, according to the
affidavit.

After dialing 911 and handing his phone to Mr. Jufer,
the neighbor, Richard Meszler, went to the Jufer home out
of concern for Mrs. Jufer, according to the affidavit. Mr.
Meszler told police that he did not see anyone or any
vehicles in the immediate area of the Jufer residence or
fleeing from it at that time. Mr. Meszler also told police
that, other than Mr. Jufer, he saw no one enter or exit the
home between 9:15 and 9:30.

Mr. Jufer's memory faltered again during his interview
with state police when they asked him when he last fired a
weapon. First, Mr. Jufer told them he had fired a 12-gauge
shotgun at a muskrat near his pond Saturday morning.
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However, when troopers brought up the possibility of a
gunshot residue test, Mr. Jufer remembered that he had in
fact fired a .45LC/.410 Derringer on Saturday evening. He
first told troopers he fired the Derringer into the pond then
again changed his story, telling them he actually shot an
acorn squash to "see what kind of damage it would do,"
according to the affidavit.

No arrests had been made as of late Tuesday, according
to state police. Wayne County District Attorney Michael
Lehutsky declined to comment on the ongoing
investigation.

Contact the writer:
domalley@timesshamrock.comItems seized at the home
included:

-â�‚More than 100 firearms, including six shotguns, a 
semi-automatic rifle, 46 rifles and 11 handguns.

-â�‚Extensive inventory of ammunition. 
-â�‚Empty Friskies cat food can "with blood on 

bottom."
-â�‚Wood dowel with blood on it. 
-â�‚Three blue latex gloves. 
-â�‚Box of blue latex gloves. 
-â�‚Walmart receipt dated Oct. 17, 8:29:08. 
-â�‚Walmart receipt dated Oct. 16. 
-â�‚Copy of "The Crime Busters Book." 
-â�‚Copy of "The World's Greatest Crimes." 
-â�‚26 suspected homemade improvised pyrotechnics. 
-â�‚Two suspected pyrotechnic filler powders. 
-â�‚Large flak vest. 
-â�‚Daisy BB gun. 
-â�‚Unopened bottle of potassium iodate tablets. 
-â�‚Orange camouflage jacket. 
-â�‚Light blue purse. 
-â�‚Two green flat ropes in a box. 
-â�‚Spool of green flat rope. 
-â�‚Two boxes of fuses 
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/cache-of-guns-seized-

from-murder-victim-s-home-1.1051973

10-10-21 Why did NRA give pro-gun candidate an
'F'?

2nd Amendment – I have fond memories of my first job
at the age of 12 loading skeet at the gun club my father and
grandfather were members of. They taught me at an early
age about the 2nd Amendment, which guarantees the right
to keep and bear arms. I personally own firearms and hold
a Georgia Firearms License. I will never vote to restrict
your right to carry and I fully support HB 615.--Diana
Williams

There is a candidate for the state senate in Georgia who
has answered on the National Rifle Association Political
Victory Fund's questionnaire (see slide show) that:

She believes the Second Amendment is an individual
right.

Rather than adding restrictive legislation, she believes
gun laws should be improved to benefit gun owners.

She opposes gun bans.
She opposing licensing gun owners.
She opposes semi-auto and magazine bans.
She opposes private sale and transfer restrictions.
She opposes firearm registration.
She believes GA concealed carry laws are confusing

and prefers "shall not be infringed."
She supports concealed carry in unsecured airport

areas.
She opposes microstamping.
She opposes mandated "smart guns."
She opposes "one gun a month" laws.
She supports campus carry.
She opposes "lock up your safety" laws.
She supports range protection.
She opposes .50 caliber bans.
She supports hunting and believes regulations should

have verifiable justification.
She supports liability protections for landowners who

allow hunting on their property.
While not a member of the NRA, her husband is.
So why did NRA-PVF give her an "F"? (Click on State

Senate tab and scroll down to District 43.)
Despite her getting so much right, they evidently failed

her outright because of her answers to questions on state
prememption, property rights and concealed carry.

Here's the thing: She has been endorsed by Georgia
Carry.org (see endorsement and their questionnaire in slide
show). From GCO Executive Director Jerry Henry, himself
an NRA Life, Endowment and Patron Member (albeit a fed
up one), via email:

This is Diana's NRA questionnaire responses. I have
looked them over and the only thing I see is one question
where she has had a misunderstanding of the question.
That is question #9 about the GA preemption law that
allows only the state to exercise gun control and the
following question #10 concerning allowing guns in
parking lots. Her interpretation of the question is one of
private property rights and she said she thinks private
property owners should have the final say.

I know this is because she and I discussed the issue
after she returned our questionnaire. She would have
changed her answer to the NRA on question #9 except the
NRA questionnaire was sent out before GCO's. I am
friends with Diana and her husband and I attest to the fact
that they are both solidly behind gun rights.

Even with those two questions answered as she did, in
my humble opinion, did not deserve a grade of F.

Apparently, those were the two failing questions. Get
those wrong, and you automatically fail.

You'll note on the last page of GCO's questionnaire,
Ms. Wilson specifically requested clarification if she
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misunderstood any of the questions, indicating a
willingness and desire to learn and to dialog.

Here's another thing: Her opponent is an extremist anti-
gun zealot. From GCO President (and Atlanta Gun Rights
Examiner) Ed Stone:

Senator Ronald B. Ramsey Sr. (D-43, DeKalb and
Rockdale) is the author of SB 12, which seeks to ban all
ammunition in Georgia that is not encoded with tiny little
numbers etched onto the base of the bullet providing a
unique identifier for each round.

NRA rates Diana Williams equivalent to this guy?
Seriously? Even Harry Reid, who supported Obama,
Holder, Sotomayor and Kagan got a "B." Not to mention
close to five grand. "F's" should be reserved for enemies.

I'll stipulate I can see them dinging her for answers that
don't meet their criteria. I also think that paid staff should
be politically informed and astute enough to be aware of
what the state groups are doing, and take the initiative to
contact a candidate for clarification if such a big
disconnect as what we see here is obvious.

They'll find she misunderstood what they were asking
about prememption. In terms of property rights, that's a
debate people of good faith in the liberty movement can
have--and Williams has shown she's receptive to learning
about both sides of the argument. And as for concealed
carry, the note written by her answer clearly shows she's
not in favor of repealing it--she's in favor of improving it.

An "F" in this case is extreme and undeserved to the
point of being just plain nuts, not to mention highly
inconsistent. This, after all, is from an organization that
has no problem engaging in what they represent as
"pragmatic" compromises. And apologists for that are
constantly reminding critics that "the perfect is the enemy
of the good."

That doesn't play here?
NRA should immediately regrade candidate Wilson and

post that on its website. Since Georgia members have
already received their voting guide in the official journal,
PVF needs to make sure those in District 43 receive the
corrected grade, perhaps via those orange postcards they
send out, but minimally via their email list. Early voting
has already started, so time is of the essence.

If they don't, they'll practically be assuring an anti-
gunner will win--as opposed to someone who is with the
NRA on almost all important issues, and receptive and
welcoming of further guidance. Williams already has an
uphill battle in this heavily-Democrat district. She does not
need the added and undeserved burden of gun owner
alienation.

If you agree that this needs to be corrected, please do
two things: Contact NRA-PVF and express your concerns,
and share the link to this column far and wide in case they
opt to do nothing.

More information:
Diana Williams State Senate 43 campaign website

Gun owners must consider more than NRA grades
(And sorry for presenting the questionnaires as slide show
graphics--I received the GCO questionnaire as jpg files,
and we content providers can no longer embed pdf files
with the Examiner.com publishing tool. It was either
posting as pictures or delay getting this information out
until I could develop a workaround, and this is an issue
that requires timely intervention. You should be able to
enlarge the graphics that are difficult to read.)

http://www.examiner.com/gun-rights-in-national/why-
did-nra-give-pro-gun-candidate-an-f

10-10-20 2 arrested in August home invasion in
Havertown

Two men were arrested in Philadelphia last week and
charged with an August home invasion of an Asian
business owner that netted nearly $200,000 cash from a
safe, authorities said.

The men told federal agents they were involved in a
series of home invasions targeting Asian business owners,
according to an FBI affidavit filed Friday, so more charges
are likely.

Early last month, authorities issued a public warning
about Asian business owners being robbed because
criminals believe they carry or hoard large amounts of
cash.

Terrance Downing, 30, and Tyree Mansell, 31, both of
Philadelphia, were charged with robbery and using
firearms during the commission of a felony in the home
invasion that occurred about 2:30 a.m. Aug. 8 in
Havertown, the FBI said.

A group of masked gunmen entered the home through a
rear kitchen window and demanded money from the
family. The gunmen fled the home with a large amount of
cash.

Family members called 911 and told police that they
owned a beer distributorship in Upper Darby and that the
cash in their house was from the business.

Based on information from a confidential source, the
FBI said, it began tailing a gray BMW and a blue
Chevrolet Impala. Agents saw men from those cars break
into two Philadelphia residences.

Based on the surveillance, the FBI and Philadelphia
police stopped the vehicles last Thursday and arrested
Downing and Mansell, as well as two other men who were
not immediately charged.

The FBI said Downing provided a written signed
statement admitting to "multiple home invasion robberies
of business owners who were Asian," including the one in
Havertown.

Downing said they took nearly $200,000 in that
robbery, according to the FBI. He said they targeted Asians
because they kept a lot of cash.
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Mansell also said they targeted Asians because they
kept large amounts of cash in their home since they "did
not trust banks."

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/pennsylvania/20101
020_2_arrested_in_August_home_invasion_in_Havertown
.html

10-10-20 Proposed Pa. law to expand home-defense
rights

Bill awaiting state Senate approval generates
controversy, concerns over possible exploitation

Many people accept as proverbial truth that a man’s
house is his castle, but there is less consensus about the
means he can use to protect it.

On Oct. 5, House Bill 40 was passed by members of the
Pennsylvania House of Representatives. Sponsored by
Rep. Scott Perry, the bill aims to secure the rights of
homeowners to defend themselves against intruders and
give them immunity in civil courts if they are sued for
wrongful death. The bill is now in the Senate, where it will
be assigned to the Judiciary Committee.

If the bill is made law, it will allow individuals to
presume that anyone illegally entering their dwelling or
vehicle is doing so with intent to physically harm, rape or
kidnap the residents. The victims of attack will be allowed
to use deadly force to protect themselves without the
stipulation that they try to retreat first.

The bill defines a dwelling as “any building or structure
… which is for the time being the home or place of lodging
of the actor.” This means that under so-called “castle
doctrine,” students are protected in dorms or apartments.

Steven Jansen, vice president and chief operating
officer of the Association of Prosecuting Attorneys, spoke
of possible problems caused by the extension of castle
doctrine to vehicles — pointing to an increasingly
problematic phenomenon, road rage. Jansen brought up the
hypothetical situation of an altercation leading to drivers
pulling over to the side of the road and one deciding to act
out of self-defense. If a person in this scenario were to feel
threatened, he asked, “is it justifiable for that person to
start shooting? I think not.”

However, proponents of the bill reject the assumption
that individuals will act irrationally. Rachel Parsons,
spokeswoman for the National Rifle Association, said “this
is a self-defense law to protect law-abiding citizens.”

Parsons rejected the stipulation in some state laws that
requires individuals in their private homes or cars to retreat
if they can, explaining, “you never want to feel like you
have an obligation to run for your life as opposed to
fighting back and defending yourself.”

Some opponents of the bill worry that individuals
would exploit castle doctrine. To this claim, Parsons
answered, “every single incident will be investigated by
the police.”

Law School professor Paul Robinson detailed the
process of invoking castle doctrine. “Police will
investigate the matter … some prosecutor will get the
report from the police and investigators and make a
decision whether to go ahead and charge you,” he said. If
the case goes to court, “ultimately, it will be a decision for
the jury.”

Although the bill passed through the House with a 159-
36 vote, among the 25 representatives from Philadelphia
who voted yes or no, the vote was 22-3 against the bill.

In recent years, Philadelphia legislators have tried hard
to campaign for gun control, based in part on findings from
organizations such as the Firearm and Injury Center at
Penn. FICAP Executive Director Rose Cheney said the
research group has concluded through recent studies that
“having a gun in the home raises the risk for firearm
death.”

However, Parsons believes responsible, law-abiding
gun owners should not be kept from defending themselves
based on other people’s misdoings.

http://thedp.com/article/proposed-pa-law-expand-home-
defense-rights

10-10-20 I was anti-gun, until I got stalked
I can't stand weapons. But after disturbing e-mails and

letters, I decided to arm myself with more than words
"You need to arm yourself."
I blinked at the Portland police officer in my living

room. This uniformed bear of a man -- packing a gun, a
nightstick, a radio and who knew what else -- was
responding to an ongoing stalker problem that had started
several months earlier. I'd received letters, a phone call, a
few packages and several e-mails from this unbalanced
stranger who'd read a few newspaper stories I'd written and
taken a shine to me. When the latest letter arrived --
mentioning my boyfriend, Mike, thoughts on religion, and
a trip I'd taken but hadn't told anyone about -- I was
seriously alarmed.

But get a gun? Surely, I'd misheard him.
"Getting a concealed carry permit isn't hard," the

officer continued. "And they make ladies' purses with
concealed weapons compartments."

In that moment, I understood the phrase, "blood turning
to ice." I'm afraid of guns. When you get right down to it, I
abhor them. I used to date a guy who owned a handgun and
regularly trekked into the woods with his friends to shoot. I
made him move the small gun safe from beneath the bed to
another room before I'd agree to stay overnight.

But that morning was like a perfect storm of firearms.
The first thing Mike had said to me when I opened my eyes
-- hours before the officer made his suggestion, before my
neighbor confided she'd been thinking of getting a gun for
hiking and kayaking trips, before my retired military uncle
e-mailed to say that arming myself probably wouldn't be a
bad idea -- was, "Maybe you should get a gun."
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Apparently, the Universe really wanted me packing
heat.

The officer saw the dismay on my face. "Most bullet
wounds don't kill people," he assured me. "And it would be
self-defense."

I spent the rest of the day in a general freakout.
I was hopeless trying to get any work done.

Periodically, I'd do Web searches on handguns. I
discovered that Oregon is a right-to-carry state and that it
costs $65 for a concealed carry permit -- $50 for the four-
year permit and $15 for the background check. I learned
the difference between a pistol and a revolver -- a
revolver's chambers revolve, like the six-shooters in
Hollywood Westerns -- and I read that the .357 Magnum
and .38 Special were ideal for women interested in a gun
for self-defense because they're relatively lightweight,
aren't prone to jamming and don't carry too many bullets.
Because who really needs a 20-round magazine when
you're defending against a stalker? "Six or seven bullets
will do you just fine," read one Web comment.

But the idea of owning a gun made me sick to my
stomach. That afternoon, when I escaped into a fitful nap, I
dreamed people were pointing double-barreled shotguns at
me.

When I thought about it, I realized I'd grown up with
firearms in the house -- from the antique rifle mounted on
the sun porch wall to the Colt .45 in my father's sock
drawer. When I was 7, I watched my cousins shoot targets
on the family farm in Virginia. I'd even picked up the hot
shell casings as souvenirs.

As an adolescent, I'd spent my own money on a Daisy
air pistol. I was surely the only girl at my single-sex prep
school who owned a weapon, and I trained with it
regularly, which is probably why, years later, I was an ace
shot in paintball (Code name: Salad Shooter). Even the ex-
military guys clamored to get me on their teams.

But that was a far cry from carrying -- or firing -- live
rounds.

As Mike tried to sleep, I fretted out loud. I told him a
firearm in the house made me nauseous, that I feared the
weapon would be turned on one of us, that there'd be an
accident. I told him I believe in compassion and peace. I
told him the very idea of a gun was a compromise of my
principles.

Mike sighed. "Which would you prefer, compromising
your principles or getting abducted by Crazy Man?"

That's when the old Theodore Roosevelt adage popped
into my head -- "Speak softly and carry a big stick" -- and I
finally got it. I can still be the compassionate, diplomatic,
interfaith groovy gal I've always been; I'll just be packing
heat in case negotiations tank.

When I got another letter from the stalker -- a movie
schedule with show times circled, alongside a handwritten
note that was way too familiar -- Mike looked up the
nearest gun dealer and put me in the car.

"This guy is pissing me off," he told me. "I already
have enough stress without this."

So now, after a background check and fingerprinting, I
have my very own Ruger .38 Special -- a black, five-shot
double-action revolver that fits my small hands
disturbingly well.

I was petrified when I went to the firing range for the
first time. The police officer behind the counter laughed at
my Ruger. "Oh, you've got one of those dinky guns!" he
said. He warned me how bad the recoil was going to hurt,
which scared me even more.

The woman standing beside me leaned over and
whispered, "Don't mind the guys trying to be all macho."
She was packing the same make and model I had.

Another officer took pity and walked me into the range
to demonstrate every single step of loading, holding,
aiming and firing my weapon. He showed me how to stand
and how to eject the bullet casings afterward. Still, even
with ear protection, I literally jumped every time someone
else pulled a trigger. Gunshots are LOUD.

My hands were shaking as I loaded the .38, and I was
still flinching every time the guy in the next lane fired off
his .45. I focused on everything the police officer showed
me. I kept the barrel pointed down range and my fingers
curled around the cylinder until I was ready to snap it back
into place. I remembered to keep my thumbs off the gun,
and to keep the grip lodged firmly against the fleshy part
between my thumb and hand. I aimed, put my finger on the
trigger, and fired.

The gun kicked hard, but not as bad as I'd feared, and it
was more startling than painful. I shot a few more rounds,
making adjustments to my aim for the recoil and my own
jumpiness. After I'd gone through two full cylinders -- 10
bullets -- Mike took a look at the paper target. Every single
shot had not only hit the target, but gone right into the
chest and head of my paper dummy. Mike was impressed.
Frankly, so was I.

After going through a box of 50 rounds, I left the range
with black-smudged fingers that smelled of gunpowder.
My firing hand was sore the next day, and the truth is --
two months and more target practice later -- I'm still not
entirely comfortable having a handgun in the house.
Whenever the dogs erupt in the middle of the night in a
barking frenzy, my thoughts go immediately to my .38.

But I'm not as afraid of my stalker as I used to be,
either. I'm armed now, with more than words and good
intentions. He keeps sending upsetting letters, but if he
ever pays a visit ... Jenny's got a gun, and she knows how
to use it.

http://www.salon.com/life/feature/2010/10/20/buying_g
un_protect_from_stalker/index.html

10-10-20 Despite economy, outdoors sales steady
FERNANDINA BEACH, Fla. -- While a still-

struggling economy and near-record unemployment remain
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the central topic of the coming midterm elections, it
appears the spending habits of sportsmen in 2010 have
stayed the course when compared to purchases made the
previous year.

When asked by HunterSurvey.com and
AnglerSurvey.com if they were buying more, less or about
the same amount of gear used for their sport this year when
compared to last, 40 percent of hunters said the amount
they purchased has remained the same, while 39.6 percent
of anglers said there had been no change in their buying
habits. That compares to 40.1 percent and 37.8 percent
respectively when asked the same question in 2009.

Anglers responding that they were buying more in 2010
showed the biggest percentage change from 2009 with six
and a half percent fewer fishermen (22.7 percent in 2009
vs. 16.2 percent this year) saying their purchases have
increased. Meanwhile, 39.5 percent said they would buy
less this year when compared with 36.4 percent in 2009.

The number of hunters expecting to spend more in 2010
dropped only slightly to 19.8 percent from 21.6 percent the
previous year. Of those anticipating fewer purchases, 35.7
percent said they would be spending less compared to 33.5
percent in 2009. Considering the natural variation common
to any poll, the differences are not considered significant.

"This is decent news for sporting goods manufacturers
and retailers who have been uncertain about the effects of
the soft economy. While it appears a slow economic
recovery is preventing some sportsmen from rushing out
and spending at levels seen in 2007, it appears sales in
2010 will fair rather well, given the softness seen in other
retail sectors," said Rob Southwick, president of
Southwick Associates, which designs and conducts the
surveys at HunterSurvey.com and AnglerSurvey.com.
"Once we get through the current hunting season and
upcoming holidays, we'll know for sure."

Those who hunt, fish and target shoot are invited to
participate in the surveys conducted on HunterSurvey.com
and AnglerSurvey.com. Each month, participants who
complete the survey are entered into a drawing for one of
five $100 gift certificates to the sporting goods retailer of
their choice.

About AnglerSurvey.com and HunterSurvey.com:
Launched in 2006, AnglerSurvey.com and
HunterSurvey.com help the outdoor equipment industry,
government fisheries and wildlife officials and
conservation organizations track consumer activities and
expenditure trends. The information above represents only
a small sample of the vast amount of data collected from
the complete survey results and available to government
agencies, businesses, the media and other interested
parties. Results are scientifically analyzed to reflect the
attitudes and habits of anglers and hunters across the
United States.
http://sports.espn.go.com/outdoors/hunting/news/story?id=
5707275&campaign

10-10-20 Commentary: State Department blocks
return of historic target rifles

Acting on the misguided rationalization that the historic
and outdated M1 Garand semiautomatic rifle is a threat to
American public safety, the State Department has canceled
plans by the Republic of Korea to return nearly 100,000
surplus rifles to these shores and the U.S. consumer
market.

Granted, the M1 was a military weapon with no use in
hunting. But the gangly, long, 11-pound gun that was a
staple of American infantrymen from 1936 through the
1957 is also too impractical to be used in street violence,
robberies or domestic violence. Crooks, gangs and
terrorists opt for far more modern, compact and efficient
assault rifles.

What the M1 is popular for is target shooting. It's been
the staple firearm of the Civilian Marksmanship Program --
a once-federal, now private program to teach and
encourage high power rifle marksmanship.

Civilians may take a course on the rifle and NRA high
power shooting rules and techniques and quality to
purchase an M1 for those purposes. I bought one roughly
25 years ago and have known dozens of local shooters who
started high power competition with a CMP Garand.

No so anymore.
The State Department in May 2009 approved a request

by the Government of the Republic of Korea (ROK) to
transfer 87,310 M1 Garand rifles and 770,160 M1 carbine
rifles to U.S. private entities for subsequent commercial
resale in the United States.

But the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
contacted the State Department and argued the stock of
rifles "poses a threat to public safety in the U.S." As a
result, the State Department reversed its decision.

The transfer of such weapons would raise the number
of guns available and, therefore, lower the price, making
them more generally available, the agency found.

The ATF has said the decision was prompted because
of "concerns that such large numbers" of weapons would
be brought into the U.S. and they could be "exploited for
illicit purposes."

http://www.theithacajournal.com/article/20101020/SPO
RTS/10200412/1128/Commentary--State-Department-
blocks-return-of-historic-target-rifles

10-10-20 Changes coming for concealed
Westmoreland gun permits

The gun-permits office in the Westmoreland County
Sheriff's Department will be closed from today until Nov.
1 to implement a new statewide computer system that will
change the way concealed firearms licenses are issued.

New licenses throughout Pennsylvania will include a
picture -- a switch from paper licenses that did not contain
any photographic identification. The cost will remain $25.
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In Westmoreland County, the change is expected to
affect less than half of the 40,000 residents who have
licenses to carry a concealed firearm.

About 15,000 of the licenses in issue are older and do
not carry pictures, according to Acting Sheriff Chuck
Moore. Holders of those licenses can get an update when
they are due for renewal.

"The biggest difference now is that everyone is
required to have a photo license," Moore said.

For the past eight years, Westmoreland County has
used a licensing system that required a photograph as
permits were issued. Some counties had not implemented
that requirement.

But permit holders with older licenses that were
renewed through the mail were not required to have a
picture taken.

Moore said the new system will do away with renewals
by mail. The licenses, which needed to be renewed every
five years, can be reissued at the sheriff's office in the
courthouse in Greensburg or seven satellite locations.

Westmoreland County received a $15,000 state grant to
update its computer system and purchase supplies for the
new licensing system.

Sheriff's deputies will process permit applications one
day each month in municipal buildings in North
Huntingdon, Latrobe, New Kensington, Scottdale,
Rostraver, West Newton and Murrysville.

The office will remain open until 8 p.m. at the
courthouse one night every month.

A detailed schedule of date and times for the satellite
offices can be found on the county's website:
www.co.westmoreland.pa.us.

Scheduling
Here is the schedule to apply for or to renew a license

to carry firearms:
Beginning Nov. 1, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m., weekdays, Sheriff's

Office, Westmoreland County Courthouse, Main Street,
Greensburg.

5-8 p.m., Nov. 4 and Dec. 2, Courthouse lobby
noon-6 p.m, Nov. 15 and Dec. 20, North Huntingdon

Police Department, 11279 Center Highway
noon-6 p.m., Nov. 16 and Dec. 21, New Kensington

City Hall, 301 11th St.
noon-6 p.m, Nov. 17, Rostraver Municipal Building,

205 Municipal Drive
noon-6 p.m, Nov. 18, Murrysville Police Department,

4120 Sardis Road
noon-6 p.m, Nov. 22 and Dec. 27, Latrobe Municipal

Building, 901 Jefferson St.
Nov. 23 and Dec. 28, Scottdale Borough Building, 10

Mt. Pleasant Road
Nov. 24 and Dec. 22, West Newton Borough Building,

112 S. Water St.
What to bring

Applicants must provide a Pennsylvania driver's license
or Pennsylvania Photo Identification Card with a current
address.

New applicants must provide the name, address and
phone number of two references who are not immediate
family members.

A $25 fee for the license will be accepted in the form of
cash or check.

After completion of the application, a background
check will be performed through the state police Instant
Check System. Upon arrival of the background check, the
license will be issued.

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/pi
ttsburgh/s_705198.html

10-10-19 Corbett, Onorato set sights differently on
guns

HARRISBURG -- Guns have been a loud part of life in
Pennsylvania ever since William Penn claimed his woods
in the 1680s.

And firearms have also become an important issue this
year in the race for governor between Democrat Dan
Onorato and Republican Tom Corbett.

Mr. Onorato, Allegheny County executive, traveled to
Philadelphia Monday to receive the endorsement of
CeaseFire PA, a group which is seeking to reduce gun
violence and illegal handguns in the state.

Group President Phil Goldsmith said the Democrat "is
the only candidate who will protect our streets from gun
violence and institute common-sense solutions," such as
putting child safety locks on guns, "mandatory reporting of
stolen guns and closing the 'Florida loophole' [for gun
permits]. They're in the best interest of everyday
Pennsylvanians and law-abiding gun owners."

Mr. Onorato said he is a "strong believer in gun owners'
rights, and I know that we can respect those rights while
making our communities safer. Cracking down on illegal
handguns will be a top priority when I'm governor."

One of CeaseFire PA's top goals is enactment of a lost
or stolen handgun law, which would require owners to
immediately report to police when any of their handguns
are lost or stolen. Critics say that guns that owners claim
are "lost or stolen" often end up being sold to criminals
who use them to commit other offenses.

Some anti-violence groups also seek to limit a person to
buying just one gun per month.

But state legislators have been reluctant to enact either
measure, in large part due to strong opposition from the
politically potent National Rifle Association, which has 4
million members nationally and thousands in this state. It
will soon begin sending each member a voter card, listing
its endorsed candidates in each state.

The NRA is the opposite of CeaseFire PA. In late
September, the NRA's Political Victory Fund endorsed Mr.
Corbett, the state attorney general.
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"Tom Corbett is a friend of ours," NRA official John
Hohenwarter said. "He has an A rating with the NRA and
believes that self-defense is an extension of the Second
Amendment."

"I will always be an advocate for hunters and
sportsmen," Mr. Corbett told the NRA. "Hunting is a
wonderful tradition in this state. I've always been
impressed with how sportsmen and women treat the
environment with such great respect."

The opposing candidates differ on two major gun-
related measures now before the state Legislature, issues
that have come up during gubernatorial debates. One is
whether to close the so-called "Florida loophole."

As things now stand, state residents who have been
denied a Pennsylvania license to legally carry a concealed
firearm (or who have had their Pennsylvania permit
revoked) can apply online for such a permit from another
state, usually Florida.

Mr. Onorato, along with CeaseFirePA and other
opponents of gun violence, favors stopping this online
"end-around" for obtaining an out-of-state weapons permit.
"We need to close that loophole and we need to close it
today," he said.

State Rep. Bryan Lentz, D-Delaware County, who's
running for the congressional seat being vacated by U.S.
Rep. Joe Sestak, has been trying, without success, to pass a
law to prohibit Pennsylvania gun owners from going out of
state to get a weapons permit.

Mr. Corbett, along with many gun owners, doesn't
consider the current situation a loophole. He insisted that
Florida's rules for obtaining a concealed weapons permit
are as strong as Pennsylvania's and require fingerprinting
and background checks. Mr. Onorato disagreed.

Another gun-related issue, the proposed expansion of
the so-called Castle Doctrine, arose during the debate. Mr.
Onorato said he would veto the proposed expansion if it is
approved by the Legislature, while Mr. Corbett said he
would sign it.

Currently a homeowner is allowed to defend himself,
his family and his property if an assailant enters the actual
house, such as the living or dining rooms. But if an
intruder is inside the homeowner's garage, or on his porch,
patio, driveway or yard, the homeowner now has a "duty to
retreat," meaning move away from the assailant, before
using a deadly weapon.

The expansion law, which has been passed in two
different forms by the state House and Senate, would
remove this "duty to retreat" and allow a homeowner to
"stand his ground" before using a deadly weapon. Action
won't be final, however, until both chambers agree on the
identical language.

Critics of the expansion claim it would increase fatal
shootings in homes or public places, while supporters say
it will give homeowners a better chance at defending
themselves. The state District Attorneys Association

opposes the expansion, fearing it will lead to greater
violence and make it harder to prosecute shooters.
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/10292/1096346-178.stm

10-10-19 Reinstated drug counts sought vs. Outlaws
Club member

State prosecutors filed a petition in Luzerne County
Court seeking to reinstate all drug charges against a man
associated with the Outlaws Motorcycle Club.

Robert Muntz, 42, of Sweet Valley and formerly of
West Green Street, Nanticoke, failed to uphold a
negotiated deal to plead guilty to two counts of possession
with intent to deliver a controlled substance and a single
count of illegal possession of a firearm, according to the
petition filed by state Deputy Attorney General Tim
Doherty.

Muntz had waived the charges to county court at a
preliminary hearing on Jan. 27, when prosecutors under
the negotiated deal withdrew two other counts of
possession with intent to deliver a controlled substance,
risking a catastrophe, causing a catastrophe and possession
of chemicals used to manufacture methamphetamine.

Muntz opted for a jury trial instead of pleading guilty,
which resulted in Doherty seeking to have all drug charges
reinstated.

A judge must grant Doherty’s request.
Muntz is scheduled for trial in November, according to

court records.
He was one of 22 people charged in March 2009 by the

AG’s Bureau of Narcotics Investigation in Operation
Avalanche, an investigation that targeted cocaine
trafficking by several members of the Outlaws that had its
clubhouse on North Main Street, Ashley. The clubhouse
has since been condemned by Ashley officials.

Muntz’s residence in Nanticoke was one of four
locations raided by undercover agents as a result of the
investigation.

Authorities allegedly discovered 10 firearms, and
chemicals and contraband used to manufacture
methamphetamines in the West Green Street house. Muntz
was convicted of a previous felony and was prohibited
from owning or possessing firearms, according to the
criminal complaint.

http://www.timesleader.com/news/Reinstated_drug_co
unts_sought_vs__Outlaws_Club_member_10-18-
2010.html?searchterm=FIREARM

10-10-19 DA Toprani: Cal U shooting probe ongoing
Jeron X. Grayson apparently was a victim of

unfortunate circumstances, a visitor who found himself at
an off-campus party - and in the line of fire.

On Monday, Washington County District Attorney
Steve Toprani and state police spoke about the shooting
incident that occurred early Sunday in California, Pa.
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Grayson, 18, of Pittsburgh was shot shortly after 2 a.m.
Sunday at an apartment building at 264 Mechanic St.,
about a mile from the California University of
Pennsylvania campus. He suffered a single gunshot wound
to the left shoulder.

He was pronounced dead 3:25 a.m. as he waited to be
flown by emergency helicopter.

Keith Edward Jones, 19, of Monessen, is charged with
criminal homicide, two counts of aggravated assault, and
one count each of firearms not to be carried without a
license, discharging a firearm into an occupied structure
and recklessly endangering another person.

Jones is being held without bond in the Washington
Correctional Facility.

Grayson was fatally shot inside the apartment by Jones,
who was part of a group that got into a fight after being
denied access to the party which consisted mostly of Cal U
students, police and witnesses said.

"For whatever reason, they were denied entry and an
altercation ensued," Toprani said.

After the group was forced outside of the apartment, the
apartment door was closed, but Jones allegedly pulled out
a handgun and fired multiple shots into the apartment,
police said.

Toprani said that because the university was celebrating
homecoming, there was a large police presence in
California. Police heard five or six gunshots fired and
began the investigation, calling the state police for
assistance soon after.

Toprani said he arrived on scene 3 a.m. and was
impressed with the state police investigation.

The chief prosecutor commended state police for their
"diligence," adding that "their tireless effort led to the
arrest" of Jones less than 24 hours after the shooting.

He said 264 Mechanic St., Apt. F, is a three-bedroom
apartment, part of a larger 14-apartment unit.

According to a search warrant, apartment F is being
rented by Edwin Colwell, Andre Twyman and Marckos
Wright. Cal U spokeswoman Christine Kindl
acknowledged all three are university students.

Kindl said university officials will wait to see if police
charge anyone in connection with the party - including the
possibility of underage drinking - before deciding whether
to discipline any students. The university disciplinary code
extends to students living off campus, Kindl said.

According to the search warrant, 80 to 100 young
adults - mostly university students - attended the party.

"It was about as packed as it could get," Toprani said.
Toprani said one shooter fired multiple shots. Forensic

investigators are determining origin of the shots.
Toprani said that because so many people were in the

apartment and so many shots were fired, the situation
could have been even more deadly. One male student was
injured by broken glass attempting to jump out a window,
and a female student suffered "shrapnel" wounds,

according to the search warrant. Their names were not
released.

"It's certainly a tragic situation," Toprani said.
"Thankfully, no one else was injured."

Toprani said ballistics testing was being conducted on
the gun, which he said initially did not belong to Jones.

State police Sgt. Chester Kowalski said it has been
difficult to get people to talk to authorities because so
many people were at the party.

Police are sifting through potential evidence found at
the scene, including a hat and two cell phones.

The district attorney said authorities are still trying to
determine why Jones was in California, adding he might
have been at a party in Monessen earlier that night.

This is the second gun-related incident off campus in
two weeks.

On Oct. 3, Dustin Ryan Fuller, 20, of Waynesboro, was
visiting an off-campus fraternity house when he
accidentally fired a shotgun through the floor of the
Second Street fraternity house, grazing Raylynn Porco, 19,
of Pittsburgh.

Porco was treated by a Cal U nurse.
Fuller was charged with reckless endangerment,

underage drinking and tampering with evidence.
"We have tremendous concern for the safety of our

students," said Kindl.
Kindl said counseling would be made available

students who desire it. The university website is being
used to relay information to students about to the shooting
incident and campus safety.

A statement by university President Dr. Angelo
Armenti Jr. was released Monday afternoon on the
website.

"I extend my deepest sympathy, and that of our Cal U
community, to the family and friends of Jeron Grayson,"
Armenti said in the statement.

"California University of Pennsylvania is committed to
maintaining a safe and secure environment for our
students."

Armenti said a bicycle patrol is operating on evening
and midnight shifts, giving university police swift access
to key areas on and around campus.

"Although it occurred outside our campus, please
understand that we take this tragic incident very seriously,"
Armenti wrote. "The University is working with
community leaders to ensure that California remains a
place where students can live and learn in safety."

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/valleynewsdispatch/s_
705075.html

10-10-19 Gun Discharged At Bass Pro Shops -
Louisiana

Owner Ticketed For Recklessness
BOSSIER CITY -- A customer pulled the trigger on a

loaded hunting rifle he brought to Bass Pro Shops in
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Bossier City Tuesday afternoon, sending a bullet into the
floor but not injuring anyone.

The shot was loud but the bullet shattered when it hit
the concrete floor and there was no property damage,
police said.

The owner of the gun was ticketed for reckless
conduct, a misdemeanor. The rifle was seized by police.

"He should have taken more precautions about making
sure the gun was unloaded before pulling the trigger,"
Police Department spokesman Mark Natale said.

Natale said the customer, 48-year-old Mike Taylor of
Henderson, Texas, had brought the 7mm Magnum hunting
rifle to the store to get a scope. It turned out to have three
rounds in it.

The gun was taken to the counter where guns are
routinely checked before they are brought into the store.
The clerk checked the rifle and noticed nothing in the
chamber but had trouble putting the bolt back in, Natale
said.

The customer took the gun back and pushed the bolt in,
Natale said. That action put a bullet in the chamber.

The customer pointed the gun toward the floor and
pulled the trigger to make sure it was safe, Natale said. It
fired one round.

Natale said Bass Pro sometimes handles hundreds of
guns a day around hunting season and this was the first
incident where a gun was discharged in the store.
http://www.ktbs.com/news/25442193/detail.html

10-10-19 New Jersey police, particularly Camden,
tell of woe, chaos

TRENTON - Criminal enterprises will flourish in one
of America's poorest and most dangerous cities - and reach
into neighboring towns - if plans to lay off half the police
force take effect, a Camden police union leader told
lawmakers Monday.

"All hell will break loose," Fraternal Order of Police
lodge president John Williamson testified at a hearing of
the Assembly Law and Public Safety Committee.

Up to 180 officers could lose their jobs if the city
cannot negotiate concessions in contracts to help plug a
$28 million budget deficit.

Public-safety leaders depicted a similarly grim picture
of the recession's effects on police departments statewide.
About 170 police officers are on the chopping block in
Newark. Trenton will lose 111. In Atlantic City, 40
officers just lost their jobs.

In all, 2,521 fewer police officers are working in New
Jersey than there were in January 2009, union leader
Anthony Wieners told the Assembly panel.

Layoffs and attrition through retirement have led to a
12 percent drop in police forces, said Wieners, president of
the New Jersey State Policeman's Benevolent Association.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R., Union) repeatedly
pressed speakers to suggest solutions, but problems
dominated the discussion.

Union leaders predicted that the result of further layoffs
would be reduced response times and higher crime rates.
Police would be at higher risk with fewer colleagues
available for backup. Investigators would focus on
shootings and murders but no longer would have the time
or numbers to pursue burglaries and smaller crimes.

Gang members in Newark already are rejoicing over the
cuts by donning T-shirts with the date of the layoffs, said
Derrick Hatcher, president of that city's FOP lodge.

Gov. Christie is pushing the Legislature to adopt
changes in how police and fire union contracts are
negotiated. The Assembly and Senate are considering
proposals that would limit raises awarded through binding
arbitration at the level of a 2 percent tax cap that takes
effect in January.

Arbitration is a key piece of Christie's plan to reduce
the state's highest-in-the-nation property taxes. Public-
safety salaries generally are the largest portion of a
municipal budget.

Bill Lavin, president of the New Jersey Firefighters
Mutual Benevolent Association, questioned whether police
officers and firefighters who agree to concessions in their
contracts should fall within the cap, saying, "Safety is not
free."

In Camden, the Police Department has a budget deficit
of nearly $14 million.

If negotiations are unsuccessful, the city plans to lay off
between 150 and 180 of the city's approximately 375
police officers in addition to 77 firefighters and 150 other
employees. The cuts, described as a worst-case scenario,
equal more than a third of Camden's unionized workforce.

Williamson said he had asked the city whether there
would be a guarantee that no one would be laid off if the
union agreed to all the concessions sought, and was
offered none.

"At what point do we draw the line?" he asked.
The union president said the department would be

moving backward after the recent addition of about 50
officers to a historically understaffed force.

Meanwhile, he added, the threat of layoffs has sent
morale "down the tubes."

City spokesman Robert Corrales said in a written
statement that Mayor Dana L. Redd neither wants nor
favors layoffs, and the number could be minimized if
unions agree on "meaningful concessions."

He added that nonuniformed employees had made
significant sacrifices by furloughs, and that even if every
nonuninformed city employee were laid off, Camden
would still run a deficit.

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/new_jersey/201010
19_New_Jersey_police__particularly_Camden__tell_of_w
oe__chaos.html
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10-10-19 NY Halloran eyes gun licensing rule
change

City Councilmember Dan Halloran is outraged by a
proposed rule amendment to the city’s gun licensure
regulations that would allow the NYPD to revoke or deny
a firearm license to applicants.

“The NYPD’s rule amendment would allow the city to
deny a gun license to almost any law-abiding New Yorker,
and for downright silly reasons,” said Halloran, who spoke
out at a public hearing on September 22. “We are stepping
on a very slippery slope here. Many of these requirements
are painfully vague. For example, any ‘violation’
disqualifies a potential applicant from owning a firearm.
That can include ‘violations’ that have nothing to do with
one’s fitness to own a gun, such as building code and
sanitation violations, traffic tickets, or even failing to
sweep your front sidewalk. And others have nothing at all
do with gun safety or crime in any way. Now, you can be
denied a gun permit for poor driving, termination from a
job, or failing to pay your cable bill on time.”

Halloran also questioned an introduced bill at City Hall
which seeks to regulate possession of a weapon as it
relates to drinking alcohol.

“The application of DWI laws to gun ownership must
be precise and well thought out. It is clear that the
legislation in its current form would lead to prosecutorial
misuse, confuse the judiciary, and result in legal
challenges. We need to act cautiously when dealing with
constitutional rights of our citizens.”

Halloran noted the glaring discrepancies in research
provided by anti-gun advocacy groups, and, he noted, the
Police Department admitted there was less than a one
percent rate of persons misusing a licensed firearm in New
York City.

“The reality is that law-abiding, license applying New
Yorkers do not abuse their right to a firearm," Halloran
said. "We have no reason to treat them as criminals in
waiting because anti-gun nuts want to prevent honest
people from defending their homes, businesses, families,
and their persons. The Founding Fathers felt every man
had the right to defend their home, their family, and their
property. These amendments are just another way for the
city to infringe on the Constitutional right of New Yorkers
to keep and bear arms. The city will stoop to almost any
level to take this basic liberty away – even if it means
bending the Constitution and defying all common sense.”

http://www.queenscourier.com/articles/2010/10/19/new
s/top_stories/doc4cbdb976b7778188550769.txt

10-10-18 Medical Journal Bias on Guns
Medical journals are not always the objective, purely

scientific publications we might think that they are. Their
editors have increasingly strayed into politics at the
expense of scientific accuracy. For example, the

prestigious New England Journal of Medicine has over the
last few months published a number of extremely biased
and poorly done studies on gun control.

One of the articles, written by Garen Wintemute,
Anthony Braga, and David Kennedy, makes the case for
extending background checks to the private transfers of
guns, arguing that “perhaps the principal reason for the
well-documented failure of the Brady Act to lower rates of
firearm-related homicide is that its requirements do not
apply to private-party gun sales.” But they do so without
providing any evidence that these or any other background
checks reduce crime. Further, they conveniently overlook
the only research that has been done on what they are
proposing. For instance, the updated More Guns, Less
Crime specifically studied this very issue and found no
evidence that either type of law helped reduced crime.

The only “evidence” that “screening works” comes
from their claim that, in 2008, 1.5 percent of those having
a Brady background check were denied from purchasing a
gun. What the authors likely are aware of, though they do
not tell the readers, is that virtually all these cases
represent so-called “false-positives”: In 2006 and 2007
(the latest data years available), a tiny fraction — just 2
percent of those 1.5 percent — involved possible unlawful
possession; just 0.2 percent of the 1.5 percent were viewed
as prosecutable — 174 cases in 2006 and 122 in 2007. At
least a third of the remaining cases didn’t result in
convictions. These are the types of errors that an academic
journal shouldn’t let in, but if it does, they should fix it.
But it is my understanding that the journal has refused to
publish a clarification of these numbers.

Gun shows are not an important source of guns for
criminals. Justice Department surveys of criminals indicate
that fewer than 1 percent of such guns are obtained at a
gun show. Instead, the vast majority of crime guns come
from illegal purchases off the street, something
exceedingly difficult to control.

A second piece in the same issue, by Julie Cantor,
describes the effects on crime from the 2008 District of
Columbia v. Heller Supreme Court decision in the
following way: “Dire predictions have not yet been
realized.” This suggests that there is inevitable misfortune
yet to come. The New England Journal of Medicine
published articles and editorials prior to the 2008 Heller
decision warning about a crime wave, so the journal ought
to have a serious discussion about the actual outcome. We
can easily understand why such an examination would
prove embarrassing. No one would guess from their
discussion that D.C.’s murder rate fell by 23 percent in
2009 and continued falling sharply in 2010, several times
faster than the drop in murder in the rest of the nation.

Eventually even the subscribers to the New England
Journal of Medicine will learn about these facts. Just look
at the changes in the climate debate — not even the most
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prestigious places can get away with biased research for
too long.

http://www.nationalreview.com/corner/250157/medical
-journal-bias-guns-john-r-lott-jr

10-10-18 South Side security guard shoots, wounds
man

A parking garage security guard chased and shot a man
who he said attacked him in the South Side, police said.

The man was not seriously injured.
The guard, whose name police did not release, works

for Soffer Organization Security in the South Side. He was
working at Sidney and 26th streets about 1:30 a.m. Sunday
when he saw a man in the Ladle Parking Garage who
people reported was peering into car windows, police said.

The guard approached the man on the ramp to the
second floor, and the suspect ran outside onto East Carson
Street. The guard and a passer-by chased the man to Carey
Way, where he was caught between two houses, police
said.

The suspect lunged at the guard while reaching into a
backpack and knocked the guard to the ground. He fired
one shot, which grazed the right side of the suspect's chest,
police said. Doctors at UPMC Mercy treated and released
him.

Police Lt. Shirley Sloan said police filed no charges but
are investigating what happened. Investigators said people
have reported vandalism at the garage, and officers found a
shattered car window on the second level that night.

Officials at Soffer Organization Security couldn't be
reached for comment. Security guards in Pennsylvania can
be licensed to carry guns under the state's Lethal Weapons
Training Act.

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/pi
ttsburgh/s_704907.html

10-10-18 Pa. Lawmakers Ponder Expansion Of
Castle Doctrine

NORTHAMPTON, Pa. -- Pennsylvania law gives you
the right to defend yourself in your home when you're
being attacked by an intruder. Now, some lawmakers want
to extend that right and give homeowners more latitude in
using deadly force.

Critics call it the "shoot first, ask questions later" bill.
The Castle Doctrine isn't new, but expanding gunowners'
rights in Pennsylvania outside their home is.

Two weeks ago, Jim Olesak thought someone broke
into his Northampton Borough home. "We don't know
what's out there," Olesak said. "If someone tries to break
into my house, I will defend myself. I have a family in
here."

Under what's called the Castle Doctrinem Jim could use
deadly force inside his home, property or car if he thought
his life was in danger. Now Pennsylvania is considering

expanding the boundaries to public places, without having
to first retreat or move away from a would-be attacker.

"With this expansion, it just protects someone." said
Jack Iannantuono, co-chair of the Eastern Pennsylvania
Firearm Coalition.

The state's District Attorneys Association is opposed to
the expansion, fearing it may create a Wild West mentality
not on the streets, but in the courtroom.

"My main concern is for people who are involved in
street shootings and other unjustified shootings," said
Lehigh County District Attorney Jim Martin. He said
because the expansion would now include public places, it
opens the door for criminals to claim self defense when
before they couldn't.

"Everybody will claim in a place they have a right to be
and therefore right to shoot the aggressor," Martin said.

Innantuono contends the bill isn't about reckless
violence. "We're talking about you defending your life, my
life, or me defending my family."

Veteran Jim Olesak says that's what he fought for.
"This is how our country came about with weapons. I

don't carry one everyday, but I will protect my home."
Olesak said.

The state Senate passed the expanded bill last week.
Next it has to be approved by the House. Governor Rendell
has not said if he would sign it or not.

http://www.wfmz.com/lehighvalleynews/25432266/det
ail.html

10-10-18 MI Plainfield Township man pushes Kent
County communities to end bans on guns in parks

A Plainfield Township resident plans to shoot down
any ordinances in Kent County communities that do not
comply with a state law that he interprets as allowing guns
in parks.

David Meyerholtz already has prompted his own
township government to place stickers over the parts of
park signs that say firearms are forbidden. The township
also corrected the outdated ordinances posted on its
website that prohibited guns in park.

This week, Meyerholtz told Rockford's City Council
that two of its ordinances violate state law because they
forbid firearms in parks and "dangerous weapons" in
public streets and parks.

Council members and City Manager Michael Young
had no immediate comment.

Meyerholtz said his effort is a personal one.
"I don't want to be walking with my son in a park with a

firearm and be hassled by authorities," he said. "We invite
criminals when people can't defend themselves."

He said he has researched ordinances in other
municipalities and now has a "long list" of communities he
plans to inform about the state law, including every city
and some townships and villages.
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So far, he said, Ada Township is the only municipality
he has found with complying ordinances, but he has to
check into several that do not post ordinances online.

Meyerholtz cites Michigan Compiled Law Section
123.1102, enacted in 1991, which states local governments
shall not regulate possession of firearms except as
provided by federal or state law.

He also cites a 2003 Michigan Court of Appeals
decision that says state law preempts local regulations of
firearms in public buildings.

That case involved Ferndale, a city near Detroit that
tried to ban guns in municipal facilities. Nearby cities
Royal Oak and Berkley asked the state in September to
allow local regulations.

Locally, neither state Sen. Mark Jansen, R-Gaines
Township, nor the office of Sen. Bill Hardiman, R-
Kentwood, said they knew of any efforts to increase local
regulations.

Meyerholtz said he believes everyone should carry a
gun to deter crime. He said the law should be consistent
across the state to allow concealed weapons in public
places. But he said he knows of no serious effort to change
the law and doubted that any would start "in this political
climate."

Many of the noncomplying local ordinances probably
were written before the state law was passed, Meyerholtz
said. He said he does not want to see them enforced
illegally because that would be a hardship for a person
legally carrying a gun.

Kent County Parks changed its ordinances after the
state law was enacted, said director Roger Sabine. He said
there are no rules against firearms in county parks now.

http://www.mlive.com/news/grand-
rapids/index.ssf/2010/10/plainfield_township_man_pushes
.html

10-10-18 A Question Of Defense
Rapp, Scarnati support Castle Doctrine expansion
On the heels of the State Senate passing a bill that

would change the circumstances citizens can use lethal
force to defend themselves, State Representative Kathy
Rapp (R-Warren) said she supports such legislation being
signed into law.

On Thursday, the state's Senate passed an expansion of
the "Castle Doctrine," 45-4.

Under the current law, citizens have a right to defend
themselves in their homes. However, they must show an
attempt to retreat outside the home if threatened by an
attacker.

The expansion of the "Castle Doctrine" would allow
individuals in any place to legally defend themselves or
others who they believe are in significant danger.

Senate President Pro Tempore Joe Scarnati voted in
favor of the expansion.

"This is a common sense bill that allows individuals the
right to protect themselves and their loved ones if they feel
lethally threatened," Scarnati said. "The basic right to
protect ourselves and loved ones, whether they are home,
in a vehicle, or a public place is one of the fundamental
premises of our democracy."

The amended version of House Bill 1926 must be
agreed to by a majority of the House of Representatives
before it can be signed into law by the Governor.

"As a lawmaker, I firmly believe that the government
should take no action that infringes on the self-evident
liberty to keep and bear arms," Rapp said. "Regardless of
which legislative vehicle gets to the governor's desk for
signature, final enactment of the Castle Doctrine would
finally provide all Pennsylvania citizens with the long
overdue assurance that exercising our Second Amendment
right to defend our lives, families and properties with
lethal force whenever necessary cannot be criminalized."
http://www.timesobserver.com/page/content.detail/id/5415
69/A-Question-Of-Defense.html?nav=5006

10-10-17 Their dreams come true with formation of
wilderness group

Two Back Mountain residents form non-profit Youth
Wilderness group.

The dreams of two Back Mountain men to be able to
give local youth the opportunity to enjoy and learn about
the great outdoors has come to fruition with the formation
of their non-profit organization, the Youth Wilderness
Experience.

Gary Farber and Elijah Miller have enjoyed hunting,
fishing, gardening and other outdoor activities their entire
lives, thanks to their parents and friends who would always
make time to take them outdoors. The two men formed the
organization so they can pass on their interest, knowledge
and experiences to others.

Through the cooperation and help of the Back
Mountain Harvest Assembly Church, where both are
members, the men held their first fundraising event
recently with a trap shoot at the Harties Farm near Harveys
Lake. Forty-four shooters, including four women, attended
with everyone shooting four rounds of 10 clay birds.
Lunch and refreshments were provided along with a raffle
for a beautiful muzzleloader. Top shooter of the was Jeff
Traver.

“Elijah and I knew each other from church and we
often talked about hunting and fishing,” said Farber.
“When the game commission started their youth mentor
program, it gave us an idea that maybe we could make a
difference in a young person’s life with some outdoor
experiences.”

“Someone was always willing to take time from their
schedule to take me fishing, hunting or hiking and when
we brought the idea up to Pastor Dan Miller he liked it and
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the church decided to get involved,” said Miller who is not
related to the pastor.

Farber, Miller and a host of volunteers who have
offered their time and energy to this project will hold
several more fundraisers this fall. They have already
purchased three electronically-operated clay bird throwers
and their goal is to raise enough money to purchase youth
firearms, archery equipment, fishing equipment and other
outdoor-related items.

“We want to be able to have kids between the ages of 7-
15 learn about hunting, fishing and archery with major
emphasis on safety in all three areas,” Miller stated. “We
also want them to learn about plants, trees, gardening and
general outdoor knowledge.”

“A lot of today’s kids are only interested in Ipods and
texting,” added Farber. “We want to open their eyes to the
wonders of the outdoors which will be something they will
some day pass on to their children.”

The men thanked the Harties family, Pastor Miller and
all the volunteers who made their first event a success and
indicated they have more events planned for this fall.

The Youth Wilderness Experience plans to hold its first
outing for youths in March 2011.

The organization is looking for volunteers and
donations, both monetary and equipment, for the youth
events next year.

Anyone interested in more information about the
organization is asked to call 333-5389

http://www.timesleader.com/TheDallasPost/sports/Thei
r_dreams_come_true_with_formation_of_wilderness_grou
p_10-17-2010.html?searchterm=FIREARM

10-10-17 Move denied for corrections center
SCRANTON – Wednesday’s Zoning Board hearing

was dominated by the continued debate over the more of a
residential community corrections center, commonly
referred to as a halfway house, to the second floor of 430
Penn Avenue.

Attorney Richard Bishop, representing Philadelphia
Suburban Development Corporation, spoke of the
inadequate existing center at 240 Adams Ave. The center
has operated for 37 years without a problem, he said.

Bishop said if the lease for the Adams Avenue location
was renewed, the proposed relocation would not be an
issue.

A lawyer with offices near the proposed site claimed
Bishop presented misinformation. “The lease hasn’t run
out at the existing location. There is still two years left,”
the lawyer said. “There is also no adequate security slated
for this location, just an outside security company, who
can only be there a certain number of hours, and may not
even have firearms on them. It would be up to the local
police to take care of the security.”

Bishop has previously stated that if there was one
violation by any of the residents, they would be sent back

to prison, but it was refuted as statistics show the jails are
getting full. While the United States and the
commonwealth of Pennsylvania as a whole have seen a
decrease in violence, the city of Scranton has seen a recent
increase. “This would only make things worse,” the lawyer
concluded.

Dave Price, a local pediatrician with offices near the
proposed site, took aim at Bishop and the plans for the
relocation.

“I have a business near this proposed site. I’m
concerned for the safety of the employees and children that
leave my store,” Price said. He objected to the claim that
the residents would all be local, as the current facility
houses people from 11 other counties besides Lackawanna.

“With crime on the rise around here, is this really going
to help the future of Scranton? My practice is open from 7
a.m. until 9 p.m., and I already fear for my female
employees on Tuesday nights when there is sex offender
counseling in the city. We don’t allow any of them to leave
alone to their cars that night,” Price said.

“This will create a zone of fear, and fear is a reality.
Fear hurts the economy,” he continued.

The Zoning Hearing Board voted 4-0 against the
corporation, denying their move.

http://www.timesleader.com/golackawanna/news/Move
_denied_for_corrections_center_10-17-2010.html

10-10-16 A killer’s mom seeks forgiveness
WILKES-BARRE – Three years after John Johnson

was gunned down inside a Pittston house in what
investigators called a robbery gone bad, the killer’s
mother, Nadine Sharpe, asked Johnson’s mother to blame
her.

At an emotional sentencing hearing Tuesday for
Marcellus Thomas, 21, before Luzerne County Senior
Judge Chester Muroski, Sharpe turned directly to Linda
Johnson and asked for forgiveness.

“I ask you to put the blame on me,” a tearful Sharpe
said. “I can’t imagine what you are all going through. I’m
so sorry for your lifelong pain.”

Muroski sentenced Thomas to 30 to 60 years in state
prison on charges of third-degree murder, criminal attempt
to commit murder, robbery and firearm violations. Thomas
pleaded guilty to the charges in September 2009.

Police said Thomas forced his way into a Market Street,
Pittston, residence on Oct. 15, 2007, and shot Johnson, 19,
and John Paglianite, 35. Johnson died at Geisinger
Wyoming Valley in Plains Township. Paglianite survived
two gunshot wounds to his abdomen.

Investigators said the robbery was orchestrated by
Sinard Ballard, 23, of Philadelphia, who was then jailed at
the county prison on unrelated drug charges, after
Ballard’s girlfriend, Corissa Breznay, said Paglianite
robbed her of heroin and money.
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During a phone call from jail on Oct. 14, 2007, Ballard
instructed Thomas to go to the house and get back the
drugs and money, according to arrest records.

Ballard pleaded guilty to third-degree murder and two
counts of robbery for his involvement. He was sentenced
Sept. 28 to 20 to 40 years in state prison.

Thomas’ sentencing hearing was delayed for more than
a year as he was expected to testify against Ballard.

“It’s been almost three years when (Thomas) walked
into my house and took my son,” Linda Johnson said. “He
shot him down. I prayed for his life until the surgeons
came and told me he was gone. There is a rage inside me
that doesn’t go away.”

Thomas apologized to the Johnson family, saying he
was sorry and remorseful. He blamed his youth and
immaturity for the deadly shooting.

“As a man I can stand here and take full responsibility
and accept the consequences,” Thomas said.

Sharpe turned to Linda Johnson and Johnson’s family
asking them to forgive her son and to understand that she
feels the same pain they do.

“Only you and I know a mother’s love is
unconditional,” Sharpe said. “I’m angry and bitter. I want
you to know that, but I love my son.”

http://www.timesleader.com/news/A_killer_rsquo_s__
mom_seeks__forgiveness_10-13-2010.html

10-10-15 Novice gets firearms primer at women's
event

NEW ALEXANDRIA -- Chara (Brubaker) Thomas was
initially skeptical when her husband offered to send her on
a nine-day wilderness excursion that would train her to
shoot firearms.

Though Thomas had grown up around brothers and
uncles who handled guns and hunted, she herself had little
to no experience with firearms.

But, the more she thought about it, the more she came
to believe that knowing how to shoot wouldn't be a bad
skill to have, so she took her husband up on his offer.
Now, after completing the National Rifle Association's
Women's Wilderness Escape, Sept. 23 through Oct. 1 in
New Mexico, she has absolutely no regrets.

"It was a very positive experience," Thomas said. "I
learned about firearms, learned that you can be safe with
them and still enjoy them. It's not all about hunting and
killing animals."

Thomas, 39, has always been a lover of the outdoors.
When she and her husband, Rick, first met, they went
hiking on their first date.

Thomas has never hunted wild game, and she remarked
that after attending the conference, she's not sure she'd ever
want to.

"There's so much you can do with shooting," she said,
including competitions and target shoots. Shooting

firearms doesn't necessarily have to involve hunting, she
noted.

Thomas heard about the Wilderness Escape through her
husband, whose father had signed him up to be a lifetime
NRA member. When he received an e-mail from the NRA
about the excursion, he approached his wife about it,
asking if she'd like to go.

"He offered to send me as a combined
birthday/anniversary gift," she recalled. "Shooting is
something Rick has always encouraged me to do. It's a
good skill to have."

The Women's Wilderness Escape was held at the
NRA's Whittington Center, a 33,000-acre shooting
complex in Raton, N.M.

Thomas decided to fly out a few days early, giving her
time to see some of the sights New Mexico has to offer.

She spent some time in Santa Fe, browsing the various
market wares on sale there. "The jewelry there -- it's mind-
boggling!" she said. "It's a very artsy town."

She drove from there to Raton in time to register and
receive her room and group assignments for the
Wilderness Escape.

The Whittington Center is home to a large number of
competitive shooting events and features what is called
"competitive housing," where contenders stay in
dormitory-like rooms. It was there that Thomas and the 89
other female participants stayed during the firearms
adventure.

"It was an extraordinary group of women," with
participants from all over the United States, Thomas said.

Participants were assigned to one of five groups, or
"tribes," and Thomas was part of the Comanche tribe. The
tribes rotated through all of the available shooting and
archery activities.

"It was really concentrated," she said of the skill
shooting taught at the Wilderness Escape. "It got me over a
lot of my fears with handling guns. Everything was safety-
oriented, and there's a comfort in that, in that routine. That
was very reassuring."

A number of volunteer instructors were on hand for
each firing exercise. Thomas said many came from a
military, government or police background, while others
were competitive shooters.

"The instructors wanted you to have a good time, but
they wanted you to succeed, too," she said.

On the first day, Thomas took part in a morning session
on pistols and revolvers before switching to a
semiautomatic pistol in the afternoon. Participants first
learned the inner workings of these firearms and were
given a thorough rundown on safety procedures before
they were allowed to begin firing exercises.

"We took all the firearms we used apart and learned
how to clean them and reassemble them," Thomas said.
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Standing side by side, the women were taught how to
load the firearms, sight their targets, and then began
aiming shots at those targets.

On her second day, Thomas took to the rifle range. She
handled a .22-caliber bolt action firearm with scope and
also fired an FN PS90 semiautomatic 57 carbine, a
sporting rifle designed for civilian shooters.

The rifle was familiar to Thomas, who noted it is a
favorite firearm for many hunters. She enjoyed the rifle
exercises because the women could choose to fire while
lying on the ground or seated; sandbags stacked in front of
them served as a rest for the rifle barrel.

"That was nice," she said. "It was peaceful just to sit
there on the wide-open range and concentrate."

The steel targets used in the rifle exercises each had
four dangling targets. Once a target was hit, it would flip
up, and once all four targets were flipped up, hitting
another spot at the top would flip all the targets back
down.

On the third day, Thomas' group used shot guns to hit
moving clay targets.

In an initial sporting clay activity, the women fired at
targets launched at various angles in a series of five
stations.

"It would come from wherever you'd want it to,"
Thomas said of the targets. "It's not easy to shoot a moving
target, but it's fun."

The second shotgun activity was American trap and
skeet shooting, where the clay pigeons were launched on a
straight trajectory.

On the fourth day, the women received archery
instruction, firing at a variety of targets ranging from small
squares to the more traditional bullseye.

The fifth day was devoted to black powder shooting, an
activity that had many of the participants and instructors
energized. The women used two different rifles -- a .50-
caliber in-line with scope and a .50-caliber sidelock.

"To me, that was the most organic of them all," Thomas
said of the firing exercises. "It wasn't just putting a bullet
in the chamber and firing it."

The exercise involved measuring loose black powder,
pouring it into a rifle, patching it, then taking a ball and
tapping it into the chamber. A ram rod is used to tamp
down the powder and ammunition before closing up the
rifle and firing it.

"Black powder was messy," Thomas said, noting the
rifle had to be taken apart and cleaned after every five
shots in order to prevent build-up.

The targets used in black powder shooting were a mix
of balloons and steel targets, positioned at close and far
ranges.

As the women became more proficient at target
shooting, they were given more difficult exercises, such as
moving and firing.

During the last four days of the seminar, the women
were again split into groups and tested on some more
intricate and high-powered firearms. The guns included a
long-range rifle (what some may call a sniper rifle) and an
FN MK48, an automatic firearm that is essentially a
machine gun.

With the long-range rifle, the women were instructed to
fire at knock-over steel targets set at distances beginning at
100 yards. The final target, in the shape of a white buffalo,
was set at a distance of 1,123 yards.

Thomas learned something interesting about herself on
the Wilderness Escape -- she's a left-eye dominant shooter
but is right-handed, an odd combination for shooters.

Because she closes her right eye, leaving the left open,
it was determined that she was left-eye dominant and
would use only her left eye to sight down a scope. But,
because she is right-handed, it often left her in an awkward
position when trying to hold and aim her firearms.

"Archery is the only one where you shot with both eyes
open," Thomas noted of the firing exercises.

During the retreat, the women were offered various
classes in areas such as self-defense and survival skills.

The survival skills course was particularly interesting,
Thomas said, providing life-saving tips while also
demonstrating some amazing feats with everyday items.

For instance, Thomas learned that Doritos are highly
flammable and can be used as kindling for a fire.

The woman teaching the class also started a fire inside
of a snowball using an artificially-made snowball and
calcium carbide as the fuel base.

"She poured beer on top of it, and it burned," after it
was lit, Thomas said. "It was pretty neat."

Thomas also learned to create a heat deflector that
could be used to light a fire by rubbing a piece of
chocolate repeatedly in a circular motion on the bottom of
an aluminum pop can.

"If you rub it on the bottom, it gets shiny like a mirror,"
she explained. "You can use it to catch and deflect the
sun's heat and start a fire."

During one exercise, the women were split into small
groups and given a bag of supplies with which they were
supposed to light a fire.

The bag did include matches, but Thomas didn't want to
take the easy way out.

"That wasn't the point of the exercise," she remarked.
She discovered her son's Boy Scout involvement came

in handy for her in this particular instance when she found
a ball of steel wool and a nine-volt battery in the bag.
Using a trick she learned in Scouting, she touched the
battery to the steel wool, and it easily caught fire.

When the nine days came to an end, Thomas came
away secure in the knowledge that she could now handle
firearms safely, and she was assured in her ability to hit a
target.
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"I certainly have more confidence when it comes to
firing a gun," she said. "It's still a gun, it's still a firearm,
but I learned to treat it safely."

Though she was sad to leave her new female friends
behind, Thomas was glad to return home to her husband
and two children, Brennan, 8, and Lauren, 3.

"I didn't realize how much I needed it," Thomas said of
her excursion. "I feel so much more refreshed and
focused."

Thomas said she'd like to do more shooting, whether it
be target practice or range shooting.

"It was an experience of a lifetime," she said. "I would
tell any woman to do it."

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/blairsvilledispatch/s_7
04385.html

10-10-15 Florida Police: Teen hid arsenal in his
bedroom

MIAMI — A 17-year-old accused of shooting a 12-
year-old neighbor in the face kept a cache of weapons in
his bedroom, Broward Sheriff's deputies say.

Jose Torres, 17, was initially charged with attempted
manslaughter, but also faces a slew of gun charges, NBC
station WTVJ in Miami reported on its website,
NBCMiami.com.

But the victim, 12-year-old Anthony Alejandre, died at
a hospital Friday afternoon. He had been shot through his
right cheek, and the bullet severed his spinal cord.

A search revealed numerous weapons in Torres'
bedroom, including knives, swords, brass knuckles, and a
suitcase under the bed containing two 9mm semi-automatic
pistols, a .45-caliber semi-automatic handgun, a Tech 9
machine gun, and a 12-gauge Mossberg shotgun, WTVJ
reported.

This wasn't the first injury Torres is alleged to have
inflicted on his younger neighbor.

Just a week before the shooting, Torres allegedly paid
the boy $500 to let him stab his leg with a knife. it took
seven stitches to close the wound.

When detectives interviewed Torres, he initially lied
and said Alejandre was playing with one of his guns and
shot himself.

Then he told deputies that he accidentally shot
Alejandre after pointing a loaded 9mm pistol at him. He
said he didn't know a bullet was in the chamber.

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/39677624/ns/local_new
s-miami_fl/

10-10-15 IOWA - Man Attacks KCCI-TV Building;
Officer Shoots At Employee

DES MOINES, Iowa -- A Des Moines police officer
responding to reports of a man with a gun outside the
KCCI-TV studios mistakenly fired a shot at a KCCI news
photographer who was trying to point out the man. The
shot missed the photographer and no one was hurt.

Photos: Man Attacks KCCI-TV Building
The incident occurred at 11:07 p.m. Wednesday after

the conclusion of the 10 p.m. news broadcast. KCCI
employees said they heard loud bangs at the building's
front door and breaking glass.

Several employees called 911, thinking that someone
was firing shots at the building. It later turned out the man
had thrown large rocks at several windows, but was not
armed.

"The people inside the building were under the
impression that they had a gunman outside that was
shooting at the building, if not trying to make entry into the
building with a gun," said Sgt. Jeff Edwards, a Des Moines
police spokesman. "The police department is responding,
believing they've got an active shooter there and they're
going.. they're anticipating a confrontation with an armed
individual."

KCCI news photographer Spencer Vaughn was outside
the building in a patio area trying to point out the offender
to police. The first officer arrived at the scene and saw
Vaughn pointing at the man near the station's front door.

"As he's pulling up to what he believes is the front of
the building, he sees an individual matching the
description of the suspect that was put out," said Edwards.
"All the officer could see in the darkness is something
shiny in his hand and as the employee turned toward the
officer that was arriving, the officer felt his life was in
danger."

Vaughn was on his cell phone talking to police
dispatchers. The officer saw the phone in Vaughn's hand
and thought it was a gun. The officer fired one shot at
Vaughn, but missed.

Other officers arrived on the scene and used a Taser to
subdue the man. Police arrested Jessie Parish, 27, of Des
Moines, in the incident. Parish is charged with third-degree
burglary, interference with official acts, third-degree
criminal mischief and second-degree criminal mischief.

He's being held in the Polk County Jail.
A large contingent of police officers and detectives

responded to investigate the discharge of the officer's
weapon. Police were interviewing witnesses and KCCI
employees early Thursday morning.

"We conduct our investigation. We'll do a review and
the officer will be back to work," said Edwards.

Police said because the initial reports from station
employees were about a man firing a gun, the officer was
on alert for suspicious activity. The KCCI employee
roughly matched the description of the suspect attacking
the front of the building.

"It was, I think the term was used, a perfect storm
situation where all the elements fell into place and
unfortunately it wasn't the right suspect, but it could have
ended much worse," said Edwards.
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Woman identifying herself as Parish’s mother called
KCCI on Thursday. Cynthia Jones said Parish has mental
problems, and that police know about it.

She said Parish thinks TV stations are always talking
about him and that’s why he attacked the station.

She said he’s been in a mental unit numerous times
over the years and that he also has a history of drug
problems. She said he needs help.
http://www.kcci.com/news/25386574/detail.html

10-10-15 Judge drops all charges against Ford
A Clairton man accused of shooting a Pittsburgh man

was released on his own recognizance after his case was
dismissed.

Xavier Ford, 21, grandson of Clairton Councilman
Richard Ford, went before Magisterial District Judge
Blaise Larotonda Thursday afternoon on charges of
criminal attempt-homicide, aggravated assault, simple
assault, recklessly endangering another person, and
carrying a firearm without a license in connection with an
alleged incident on Sept. 13 shortly after noon along Miller
Avenue.

All charges were dismissed after the judge heard
testimony from alleged victim James Reese, 22, as well as
Clairton police Sgt. James Carozza, Richard Ford, and
Allegheny County Police detective Corrine Orchowski.

Reese testified he was involved in an altercation with
someone who approached his vehicle.

Reese pushed him and showed his 9-mm handgun,
according to testimony.

"We were tussling over it and a shot went off and I let it
go," Reese said.

Reese never identified Xavier Ford as the other person
involved in the incident.

The prosecuting attorney attempted to enter a police
report into evidence, and Ford's attorney Lee Rothman
repeatedly objected.

The report was shown to Reese, who testified that some
of it was accurate and some was not.

Reese did not testify as to what was not true about the
report.

Orchowski testified that she interviewed Reese, who
signed three police documents.

Carozza testified that his department received a call
from someone claiming to be Xavier Ford. The caller said
that he had been involved in a shooting incident.

Carozza said the caller claimed it was self defense and
that his grandfather would bring the gun to the station.

Thursday's hearing was nearly postponed at the
assistant district attorney's request, because he wanted to
call Clairton police Chief Rob Hoffman as a witness.

The judge was about to grant the request, but both
Rothman and the prosecution agreed to continue with the
hearing with the stipulation that a portion of the affidavit
of probable cause be entered into the court record stating

that Richard Ford found the alleged victim's gun and
delivered it to the police station.

That stipulation later became unnecessary after Richard
Ford testified he spoke by phone with his grandson, who
told him where the gun was located. Richard Ford affirmed
that he delivered it to the Clairton station.

Larotonda said Reese was "unwilling to give
testimony" and lauded the efforts of the police and
prosecution.

The district judge noted that the strongest evidence was
the alleged victim's testimony and not circumstantial
evidence, and dismissed all charges.

The case went to Larotonda's office after Magisterial
District Judge Armand A. Martin recused himself from the
matter last month.

Richard Ford came under some public scrutiny because
of allegations that he may have tried to use his council
position to influence the case.

Ford has emphatically denied using or attempting to use
his position to influence the case, and declined to comment
after Thursday's proceedings.

Xavier Ford also was to go before Larotonda on
another case. He is charged with robbery, simple assault,
and theft by unlawful taking in connection with an incident
on Aug. 24 at 3 p.m. in the Clairton business district.

According to the criminal complaint, Clairton police
used a confidential informant to purchase illegal narcotics
from street-level drug dealers. An informant allegedly
arranged to buy $60 worth of crack cocaine from Xavier
Ford in August, and when Ford went to the person's
vehicle, he reportedly punched the person in the face and
took the money and exited the area.

That case was postponed until Oct. 27 at 3 p.m.
Ford was being lodged in the Allegheny County Jail on

both cases on $5,000 bond at 10 percent. He appeared in
court Thursday shackled and in county jail apparel.

Rothman successfully argued that he be released on his
own recognizance

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/dailynewsmckeesport/
s_704516.html

10-10-15 New Zealand - High-powered air rifles
now require licence

A new regulation requiring those who possess high-
velocity air rifles to have a firearms licence came into
effect today.

The change would make it more difficult for violent
criminals to own and use the weapons, Police Minister
Judith Collins said.

From 12am today these guns can only be possessed by
a person at least 16 years old and the holder of a firearms
licence, or a person under the supervision of a licence
holder. Owners of air rifles affected by the change will
have three months to obtain a firearms licence or dispose
of the air rifle.
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The change would apply to pre-charged pneumatic
(PCP) air rifles which have been described as the weapon
of choice for criminals. It would not apply to older-style
spring-powered airguns or air guns powered by CO2
cartridges, BB guns or paintball guns.

“This change will mean that violent criminals can no
longer walk in off the street and buy a class of airgun that
can have similar power to a firearm,” Ms Collins says.

“These weapons have proven popular with violent
criminals who have, in the past, been able to own and use
them without having to undergo the rigorous background
checks required for a firearms licence.”

PCP air rifles have been used in two fatal shootings in
this country, including the murder of Police Sergeant Don
Wilkinson.

Ms Collins said the change would ensure that
responsible, law-abiding shooters still had access to PCP
air rifles. “Many people use these guns for legitimate
purposes, such as target shooting or hunting, and it’s
important that they can still do so.”

http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/PA1010/S00263/high-
powered-air-rifles-now-require-licence.htm

10-10-15 Castle Doctrine needs support of
Pennsylvania House of Representatives

HARRISBURG -- The Pennsylvania House and Senate
have passed the Castle Doctrine, but in separate bills.

One version remains alive this legislative session, and
it's up to House leadership to see if it gets a vote.

"I'd be shocked if they allow another chance for the
Castle Doctrine to get through the House," said Rep. Rob
Kauffman, R-Chambersburg.

The Castle Doctrine would eliminate a requirement that
a person attempt to flee a confrontation before using
deadly force in self-defense. It's named for the expression
"a man's home is his castle." Under the proposed law, a
person must have a reasonable belief that he or she was in
imminent danger before using lethal force.

The first time, House Democrats stonewalled National
Rifle Association's initiative as long as they could,
according to Kauffman.

Time is running out this session. The Senate on
Thursday packed up for the year. The House meets next
week to clean up its calendar before the election. The
House is tied to deciding on Senate actions without making
any amendments.

The Senate by a vote of 41-8 on Wednesday tacked the
Castle Doctrine onto a bill (House Bill 1926) that requires
transient sexual offenders to tell police the places they
frequent. The Senate passed the amended HB 1926 on
Thursday by a vote of 45-4. The House, which
overwhelmingly supported a similar Castle Doctrine
measure, now considers the bill.

"The Castle Doctrine passed the House (a previous
version) with overwhelming

bipartisan support, and it passed the Senate with
overwhelming bipartisan support," said Sen. Richard
Alloway II, R-Chambersburg. "The question becomes
what's the governor going to do. He has not indicated one
way or the other."

Alloway sponsored the Castle Doctrine amendment to
HB 1926.

"Gun owners should have a right to defend their lives
and property in their own home, and this legislation
ensures that law-abiding citizens have the authority to
defend themselves when they are faced with a serious
threat from a criminal," Alloway said in a prepared
statement. "Passage of this legislation is a victory for all
individuals who own a firearm to defend their lives, family
and property."

The Senate action is "somewhat good news," Kauffman
said.

"I'm not certain why they didn't pass the stand-alone
version we sent over," Kauffman said. "It complicates
things."

"There were a handful who wanted to see this thing
die," Alloway said. "They were working behind the scenes
to make that happen. We were fending off a lot of anti-gun
amendments to get to this point."

Twenty-three states have established the Castle
Doctrine: Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Florida, Georgia,
Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine,
Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri, North Dakota, Ohio,
Oklahoma, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee,
Texas, West Virginia and Wyoming.
http://www.publicopiniononline.com/localnews/ci_163437
81

10-10-14 WI Clark County judge dismisses
concealed carry case finding it unconstitutional

The public defender who filed the motion to dismiss
says he thinks it could be the first dismissal of its kind in
Wisconsin. We want to know what you think about the
judge's decision.

A Clark County judge dismisses a concealed carry case
after finding it unconstitutional.

The public defender who filed the motion to dismiss
says he thinks it could be the first dismissal of its kind in
Wisconsin. Bill Poss, an assistant state public defender for
Clark and Jackson Counties, says the ruling will certainly
set a precedent in Clark County. He says he was actually
waiting for a case like this to come up so he could work to
get it thrown out.

The Clark County case in question started when a man
was arrested for carrying a knife in the waistband of his
pants this summer. Poss says he knew right away his client
was within his constitutional rights. He says he's gratified
Clark County Judge Jon Counsell felt the same.
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The judge "has no choice. If he actually follows the
Constitution and the strict scrutiny analysis, the judge has
no choice but to dismiss these types of actions," Poss says.

In his decision, Judge Counsell found the state's
concealed carry law "unconstitutional on its face as overly
broad in violation of the Second and Fourteenth
Amendments of the United States Constitution."

“Like many of my counterparts, I believe strongly in
the Constitution. And as Ronald Reagan once said 'it's not
a buffet.’ The Bill of Rights is not a buffet where you can
pick and choose, where some people say they want the
First Amendment applied to everyone, but somehow they
jump over the Second Amendment,” Poss says.

Poss says he believes the law is clearly on his side, but
he knows this hot button issue is far from over. We found
people who agree with both those points in Clark County.

“Personally, I think it's a good deal. It is our
constitutional right to carry and bear arms so I think it's
alright,” says Dick Matti.

“It'll be interesting to see how it develops or what
happens that's for sure,” says Kal Theiler.

Poss says the district attorney's office has 20 days to
file a notice of appeal. Our phone call to the prosecutor
was not returned Thursday.

Judge Counsell also didn't want to comment on the
case.

The Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence issued a
statement saying Judge Counsell's decision "endangers our
communities, puts law enforcement at risk and is just plain
wrong.”

The group says the decision should be reversed on
appeal.

We want to hear what you think about Judge Counsell's
decision. You can comment below or let us know what you
think on our WEAU 13 News Facebook page.

http://www.weau.com/home/headlines/Clark_County_j
udge_dismisses_concealed_carry_case_105001764.html

10-10-14 'I never thought I'd be a victim,' Hampden
Township woman says of attack in Harrisburg parking
garage

The 19-year-old Hampden Township woman thought
nothing of the three men standing outside a parked car as
she drove her friends out of the River Street Garage in
downtown Harrisburg early Saturday.

But suddenly the car jerked backward, trapping her on
the second floor. The men dragged her husband and a
friend from the car and began pummeling them, she said.

“I jumped out and tried to stop it, thinking, ‘I’m a girl,
they’re not going to hit me,’” said the woman, who fears
retaliation and didn’t want her name used. “Then a fist
came at me.”

The next thing the petite, 5-foot 3-inch brunette
remembers is waking up face down on the cement, with

blood dripping from her eye. She’d find out later she had a
concussion and broken nose.

Harrisburg police told the woman she might have been
the victim of a gang-initiation ritual, since she and her
friends were randomly jumped by the group, and nothing
— not even their wallets in plain sight inside her car —
were taken.

A city police spokesman said he could not rule out gang
involvement, but there was no mention of it in the report
filed by investigating officers. Dauphin County First
Assistant District Attorney Fran Chardo said he didn’t
know if the attack was gang-related.

It’s the second violent act in the past two months at the
garage, located off Second Street. On Sept. 3, a 30-year-
old woman was mugged and choked until she was
unconscious.

And in January at the South Street Garage, a woman
and her male friend were severely beaten and mugged as
they were leaving on an early Saturday. The woman’s
friend had a broken nose and needed 20 stitches to close a
large gash between his eyes and one across his forehead.

In the most recent beating, the woman and her 21-year-
old husband, newlyweds with a 6-month-old daughter,
counted at least a dozen teens and young men who
viciously jumped them and their two friends as they were
leaving after a night on Restaurant Row.

Some got out of the car that blocked them in, while
others jumped out behind parked cars, she recalled. Many
were wearing some kind of red clothing, she said.

At one point, as he was on the ground, the husband
asked his attacker why he was doing this. The attacker told
him he didn’t know, she said.

The woman’s 6-foot, 3-inch, 250-pound husband
fought back and remembers snapping one of his attacker’s
fingers. He said someone bit him in the back during the
brawl, leaving a baseball-sized welt. He had a bruised lip
and other minor injuries, as did their two friends.

After the beating, the four got back in their silver
Volkswagen Passat and went home. They didn’t go to the
police until the next day, a move the woman admits she
regrets.

“I wasn’t worrying about the cops, I was more
concerned about the blood dripping from my face,” she
said. “I was just thinking, ‘My husband is going to get
killed.’”

Traumatized by the horrific ordeal, the woman is
seeking counseling. She locks her doors every time she
crosses the bridge into Harrisburg. She’s constantly
looking over her shoulder, and she and her husband both
say it will be a long time — if ever — before they feel safe
in Harrisburg again.

Before this, they enjoyed spending nights downtown.
Her friends told her they didn’t want to be interviewed for
this story, but she did not want to keep quiet, hoping the
publicity would prevent another attack.
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“I don’t want this to happen to someone else,” she said.
“They could pull a gun on someone else and kill them. I
hear about this stuff happening to people, but I never
thought I was going to be the victim.”

http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2010/10/i_
never_thought_id_be_a_victim.html

10-10-14 Pa. Senate votes to expand gun owners'
rights

HARRISBURG - The state Senate gave preliminary
approval Wednesday to a measure that would expand gun
owners' rights and voted down an amendment that would
have repealed a law that allows individuals who cannot get
a gun permit in Pennsylvania to do so other states.

In a 41-8 vote, the Senate amended a bill to add the so-
called castle doctrine, which allows individuals to defend
themselves beyond their homes, including in their vehicles
and, in essence, "anywhere they have the right to be,"
according to the legislation.

The amendment, attached to a bill that would toughen
Megan's Law registration requirements, still must get final
approval by the Senate, which is likely Thursday, and clear
the House, which approved a similar measure last week.

Gov. Rendell has said he would review the bill.
The castle doctrine's approval came over the objections

of the major law enforcement organizations in the state.
The same groups - the state police, the police chiefs

association, and district attorneys association - supported
the closure of the so-called Florida loophole, which was
defeated, 29-20.

Gun-control proponents say the loophole allows
individuals who may have been rejected by Pennsylvania
authorities to obtain a gun permit in other states.

Florida, Utah, and New Hampshire issue permits to
nonresidents even if the applicants' home states have
denied or revoked permits. Florida alone has issued
between 3,000 and 4,000 permits to Pennsylvania
residents.

Sen. Daylin Leach (D., Montgomery) offered the
amendment, saying that closing the loophole would help
stop criminals from having access to guns and would not
affect law-abiding citizens.

The loophole "turns over Pennsylvania authority about
who can and can't get a gun to another state. . . . Would we
do this in any other context?" Leach said.

Sen. Robert Robbins (R., Butler) said Philadelphia
residents were being forced to go to other states because
authorities have "reinterpreted" the state law. He said he
had heard of cases where people were denied gun permits
for minor infractions like parking tickets.

Leach argued that if Philadelphia was violating state
law, then people could sue the city, and he told lawmakers
that if the state law was too weak, then change the law.

"What we don't have the right to do is ignore
Pennsylvania law," he said.

Rep. Shirley Kitchen (D., Phila.) admonished her
colleagues for trying to blame Philadelphia.

"Philadelphia should blame the state for not helping
with legislation to stop the flow of illegal guns," she said.
"People are desperate to get guns out of the hands of
teens."

Robbins praised the passage of the castle doctrine for
affirming a basic right of U.S. citizens.

"A principle at the heart of every civil society" he said,
"is that we have a right to defend our homes."

http://www.philly.com/inquirer/local/pa/20101014_Pa_
_Senate_votes_to_expand_gun_owners__rights.html

10-10-14 Pa. Senate Approves Bill To Expand Castle
Doctrine

The state Senate is working through a flurry of votes as
senators wrap up their last scheduled session of voting this
year. One of the bills they approved expands the state's
castle doctrine which covers your self-defense rights.

Gun advocates have heavily lobbied for the expanded
right to defend yourself with deadly force. Not just in your
home, but on your porch, in your yard and in your car.

"This law will set the presumption that you have a right
to use lethal force when confronted by an attacker," Kim
Stofler with Firearms Owners Against Crime said.

Many district attorneys and police chiefs across the
state oppose this expansion of the castle doctrine. They
fear it will lead to more violence, not less.

Allegheny County District Attorney Stephen Zappala
points to the 1997 killing of 14-month-old Ryan Hacke
who was caught in the crossfire of a shootout.

"That was a very difficult issue in this community, but
it's a great example of the bad things that could happen if
you expand this doctrine into public places," he said.

"They use the emotional heart strings argument,"
Stofler said. "When you look at every one of these
incidents, the police officers that have been killed, if the
system had done its job, the criminals would be in jail."

But a gun violence prevention group says the new law
ill only encourage more gang activity. They say it will give
gangbangers a legal defense for shooting at each other.

"There's enough armed confrontation on the street
today," Jana Finder with Cease Fire PA said. "Why do we
need to encourage more armed confrontations?"

The House has already given strong approval to a
similar measure, but they'll have to vote again on the
Senate version.

If it passes, the next question is whether Gov. Ed
Rendell will sign it or veto it just weeks before an election.

Rendell hasn't said.
http://kdka.com/local/castle.doctrine.bill.2.1963350.ht

ml

10-10-14 Pa. Senate poised to consider Castle
Doctrine bill
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HARRISBURG -- The Senate on Thursday is expected
to give final consideration to legislation that would allow
people to defend themselves with lethal force and without
retreat in public places if an assailant threatens their lives.

By a 41-8 vote, the Senate on Wednesday approved an
amendment called "stand your ground" legislation. The
Senate added the provision to a House-passed bill aimed at
strengthening Megan's Law, which requires registration of
sexual offenders.

Thursday is the Senate's last scheduled session day of
the 2009-2010 session. The House, which passed a similar
bill by an overwhelming margin last week, would have to
agree to the Senate's changes. The House plans to return to
session after the Nov. 2 election.

Under current law, people can defend themselves
without retreat in their homes. It's called the Castle
Doctrine based on the notion that one's home is their
castle. But outside the home, people must take steps away
from an assailant before shooting in self defense.

The bill would tilt the presumption to law abiding
citizens, said Sen. Richard Alloway, R-Franklin County,
the amendment's sponsor.

"It's only right we have the ability to protect ourselves
and our loved ones," said Sen. Richard Kasunic, D-Fayette
County.

But Sen. Lawrence Farnese, D-Philadelphia, called it
"shoot first, ask questions later" legislation.

Sen. Vincent Hughes, D-Philadelphia, said the
legislation would create a "Wild West" atmosphere on
Pennsylvania streets.

Proponents said it protects people with permits to carry
firearms from zealous prosecutors and from civil lawsuits
filed by the people who attacked them.

Alloway said there is a real concern for people who act
in self defense from civil litigation because the burden of
proof is lower than in a criminal case.

Dozens of members of Firearms Owners Against
Crime, many of them from Western Pennsylvania, lobbied
senators earlier Wednesday for passage of the Castle
Doctrine extension.

After the measure was approved, Sen. Daylin Leach, D-
Montgomery County, offered an amendment to close the
so-called "Florida loophole." It's aimed at people turned
down for permits for carrying concealed weapons in
Pennsylvania who go to other states such as Florida and
get licenses.

"People with no respect for the law aren't going to get a
Florida license," said Sen. John Wozniak, D-Cambria
County. "They don't care."

Leach's amendment was defeated 29-20.
Gov. Ed Rendell, former Philadelphia district attorney,

has been asked repeatedly at news conferences whether he
will sign or veto a Castle Doctrine extension bill. He says
it's a complicated issue and he would have to review the
bill.

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/st
ate/s_704244.html

10-10-13 Hip-Hop Record Exec Charged With Gun
Possession In NYC

NEW YORK (AP) - A rising hip-hop record executive
was arrested driving through New York City on
Wednesday with a gun loaded with hollow-point bullets in
his car, authorities said.

RCA Music Group senior vice-president Bryan Leach,
who has worked with a roster of rappers including Lil Jon
and the bilingual Spanish/English artist Pitbull, didn't enter
a plea at his arraignment on weapons-possession charges.

Leach was pulled over for driving erratically in
Manhattan shortly after midnight, prosecutors said. The
.380-calibre, semiautomatic pistol gun was in the car's
central console, the six bullets inside, according to a court
complaint.

Hollow-point bullets expand after impact, a feature that
can make injuries worse.

It wasn't immediately clear whether Leach has a gun
permit. The laws he's charged with violating concern
having a loaded gun outside one's home or business,
among other things.

His lawyer, James McMillan, declined to comment on
the charges but noted Leach's personal, professional and
charitable commitments.

Leach, 41, runs his own label within RCA's stable, Polo
Grounds Music. Crain's New York Business named him
one of its "rising stars" under 40 in 2007 and cited his role
in fostering the Southern-influenced rap style known as
crunk. Lil Jon, one of crunk's biggest figures, told Crain's
that Leach "was the one exec that decided to take a chance
on me."

Outside work, Leach funds several after-school
programs, McMillan said. A married father of three
children under 10, Leach also takes care of his mother,
who suffers from terminal cancer, McMillan said.

"He's financially responsible for all of her treatments,"
McMillan told a court. A judge set bail at $50,000 bond.
McMillan said he expected Leach would post it.

Leach has a prior criminal record, including a 1994
gun-possession conviction, prosecutors said.

RCA Music had no immediate comment on his arrest,
first reported by the New York Post.

http://www.kfsm.com/entertainment/wpix-hip-hop-
producer-arrested-gun,0,3070361.story

10-10-13 Off-duty Arkansas State University officer
shoots robber at Jonesboro IHOP restaurant

JONESBORO, Ark. (AP) — An off-duty Arkansas
State University police officer foiled a robbery of a
Jonesboro IHOP when he shot one of the suspects.
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Police say Officer Bobby Duff was eating with his
girlfriend at the restaurant early Monday when two masked
men entered. One pointed a gun at an employee and one
with a baseball bat approached Duff's table. Duff pulled
his pistol and shot the man with the bat, prompting the
robbers to flee.

The suspects were caught when the wounded man
sought treatment at a West Memphis hospital. That
suspect's name hasn't been released. The other suspect, 26-
year-old Alvin Walker, was arraigned Tuesday on robbery
charges. His bond is $500,000.

http://www.kfsm.com/news/sns-ap-ar--officershooting-
ihop,0,7687533.stor

10-10-12 Amendment allows guns in Amity
Township parks

The Amity Township Board of Supervisors
unanimously approved Park Rules Ordinance Amendment
267 on Oct. 6. The amendment states that “permitted”
firearms (purchased following a background check) are
permitted in its seven parks and must be carried openly.

“Under state game laws and the crimes code, [police]
cannot prohibit the carrying of firearms,” said Solicitor
Brian F. Boland. “The discharge is prohibited.”

A concealed carry permit is required to conceal a
firearm and is obtained through a separate application.

Those parks include Amity Community Park, Hill Road
Recreational Area, Myron S. Wheeler Recreational Area,
Locust Grove Recreational Area, Amity Park Road
Recreation Area, Monocacy Hill Recreation Area and Lake
Drive Recreation Area.

The ordinance amends the Amity Township Park
Ordinance passed on April 18, 2006.

That ordinance established park hours and rules
prohibiting alcohol and drugs and their use, smoking,
indecent or threatening language and behavior,
solicitations, dangerous animals, damage to property, the
setting of fires, certain athletic activities and equipment,
vehicles and other prohibited uses such as fireworks,
overnight camping and parties of 25 or more people.

It also states that the possession or use of firearms,
paintball equipment, slingshots, pellet guns, projectiles of
any nature or any instrument which fires or discharges any
projectile is prohibited.

Hunting is allowed only on Monocacy Hill, according
to the regulations and stipulations in the Game Laws of
Pennsylvania on the discharge of firearms.

The township’s discharge of firearms ordinance says
that the action is prohibited within 150 yards of a day-care,
preschool, or latch-key facility.

Amity Community Park is located between the Amity
Primary Center, the Daniel Boone Middle School, and is
adjacent to St. Paul’s United Church of Christ and its after-
school program “Splash.”

http://www.berksmontnews.com/articles/2010/10/12/so
uthern_berks_news/news/doc4cb4660e19ae7398232551.tx
t

10-10-12 Sports memorabilia dealer agrees to plead
guilty to possessing counterfeit items

SCRANTON - A local sports memorabilia dealer who
was found in possession of hundreds of unlicensed jerseys
and photos of sports teams has agreed to plead guilty to
trafficking in counterfeit goods and a firearms violation.

Salvatore Argo, 35, of Mountain Top, was charged in
June following a raid at his store, the Sports Scene, located
in the Laurel Mall near Hazleton. Federal agents seized
457 unlicensed National Football League jerseys and 818
unlicensed NFL photos from the store. An additional 511
unlicensed NFL photos, six counterfeit Major League
Baseball jerseys and an NFL Mitchell & Ness Jersey were
confiscated from Argo's van.

The firearm's charge stems from a rifle and shotgun that
were found at Argo's home during a search. Argo was
forbidden from possessing firearms due to a prior federal
conviction in June 2002 for selling unlicensed sports
items.

A plea agreement with prosecutors calls for Argo to
serve 18 months in prison and to pay an unspecified fine.
Argo or the U.S. Attorney's office would be permitted to
withdraw the plea should the sentencing judge not agree to
abide by the terms.

For the complete story read Wednesday's Times
Leader.

http://www.timesleader.com/news/Sports-memorabilia-
dealer-agrees-to-plead-guilty-to-posessing-counterfeit-
items.html

10-10-13 Cleveland defends its gun laws before Ohio
Supreme Court

Justices will decide whether state law supersedes city
rules

In an effort to maintain some local gun restrictions,
Cleveland officials went to the Ohio Supreme Court
yesterday to defend the city's assault-weapons ban and
registration requirement for handguns.

Cleveland officials said their local regulations would
not violate a 2007 state law that attempted to establish a
uniform set of rules governing gun ownership in Ohio.

"Really what this law is trying to do is take Cleveland
out of the business of regulating for the safety and welfare
of its own citizens," Gary Singletary, Cleveland's assistant
law director, told the justices.

Lawyers for the state, however, said the court couldn't
uphold Cleveland's rules without running afoul of its own
4-3 decision in 2008 that struck down the northwestern
Ohio town of Clyde's ban on guns in public parks. In that
ruling, justices said lawmakers clearly intended for one
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statewide standard on firearms rather than a patchwork of
local regulations.

State Solicitor Benjamin C. Mizer said the same
principle applies in the Cleveland case.

"Indeed, that is the entire point of (the statewide law):
to ensure that there is a uniform application of gun laws
throughout the state," Mizer said.

Last year, an appeals court sided with Cleveland,
concluding that the 2007 state law did not meet the
standard of a "general law" wiping out any local
restrictions.

Gun-rights advocates said yesterday that they expect
the Supreme Court to rule the other way.

"Cleveland, instead of spending time and money and
resources on the very real crime problem they have, is
wasting their resources going after law-abiding citizens,"
said Jim Irvine, head of the Buckeye Firearms Association.

The Supreme Court is expected to rule in several
months.

http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/local_news/storie
s/2010/10/13/cleveland-defends-its-gun-laws.html

10-10-13 Three Philadelphia officers cleared in fatal
shooting

Three police officers who fatally shot a man at a
Germantown playground in April have been cleared of
wrongdoing, the District Attorney's Office said Tuesday.

Vincent Parsons, 26, took aim at an officer and fired
two rounds from a 9mm handgun before the officers
returned fire, District Attorney Seth Williams said.

"The three officers acted properly in this situation,"
Williams said. "Vincent Parsons fired first, and the officers
had no other choice but to fire back."

Officers James Allan, Bryan Outterbridge, and Oronde
Watson had been working a plainclothes detail around
midday April 2 with another officer when they spotted
Parsons on the front porch of a house on the 200 block of
West Clapier Street.

The officers thought Parsons was his brother, who was
wanted on a bench warrant for weapons charges, so they
identified themselves as police and approached him.

Parsons ran to the nearby Happy Hollow playground,
on the 4900 block of Wayne Avenue, with the officers in
pursuit. When Allen saw a gun in Parsons' hand, he drew
his own weapon and told people to leave the area,
according to the District Attorney's Office.

Three children and a woman were at the playground,
witnesses said, but they moved before shots were fired, the
District Attorney's Office found.

Parsons fired at Allen, police said, and Allen, Watson,
and Outterbridge returned fire. There were no other
injuries.

Parsons, a convicted robber, had a history of drug
arrests and an outstanding warrant for federal firearms
violations when he was shot. In addition to finding his

9mm handgun near his hand, police found seven bags of
cocaine and an identification card in someone else's name
on Parsons' body, they said. Police later found
ammunition, body armor, and drug paraphernalia in his
home.

None of Parsons' family members could be reached for
comment Tuesday.

Some residents of the Germantown neighborhood
questioned the decision. Leah Jones, 29, said police have a
right to protect themselves, but wondered whether the
officers had not taken a risk in discharging their weapons
in a residential neighborhood.

"They weren't supposed to open fire in a playground,"
she said.

Another woman, who would not give her name, agreed.
"They're supposed to be protecting us," she said.
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/pennsylvania/20101

013_Three_Philadelphia_officers_cleared_in_fatal_shooti
ng.htm

10-10-12 ATF: Surplus Korean firearms imports
'pose a threat to public safety in the U.S.

In August, I asked "Why is Obama Administration
blocking import of surplus rifles?," citing "problems" that
were described as "ambiguous" being the reason a sale
previously approved by the State Department had been
halted.

The ambiguity has now been cleared up. A Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives advisory titled
"Effect of Granting Retransfer Authority" shows us the
rationale behind the move. As the Examiner.com
"upgrade" no longer allows content providers to embed
objects, I must refer you offsite for the complete
document. But in the interests of discussing the report, I
have also broken it up into numbered graphics (see slide
show in left margin):

1. Here it is in black and white:
"...ATF believes the importation of these firearms,

particularly the M1 carbine rifle and M-1911 pistol, poses
a threat to public safety in the U.S."

This is the same rationale used in model-specific
"assault weapons" bans--the type of gun is somehow
deemed relevant, even though untold numbers of such
firearms are already peaceably owned in this country, and
even though no supporting evidence for this conclusion
exists beyond agenda-promoting speculation.

2. We'll see an increase in imported firearms. Lots of
them. So?

3. Prices will go down due to supply and demand. Their
source? That noted threat to public safety in the U.S., the
Civilian Marksmanship Program, authorized by Title 36 U.
S. Code, 0701-40733 and a key supplier of "surplus
military firearms, ammunition, parts and other items,"
provided you meet their eligibility requirements. The
other apparent concern is the law does not empower ATF
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to collect "end user" information--so apparently any
privately owned firearm with information not so collected
is now a domestic threat? Maybe the solution is to "end the
gun show loophole" and authorize licensing and
registration?

4. The imported firearms will have "no more controls
than any other firearm." If I read this right, what they're
saying is, every gun poses a threat to public safety in the
U.S. That, and the M1 carbine can be "easily converted to
a machinegun." Probably easier than Airsoft guns, and I'll
bet they don't need chain, duct tape and plastic ties to do it!

5. All you need is an "experienced machinist," seven
parts, and a firm commitment to break the law. Just like
with every other M1 carbine already out there. Or lots of
other semiautos. That and we "may raise the risk" that full-
auto lookalikes will be smuggled into the country.
Meaning, if we follow ATF's "logic," all semiautos that
look like actual military firearms pose a threat to public
safety in the U.S.!

6. They could be used as "crime guns"! Remember
those big numbers bandied around up in Slide 2, where
they were talking hundreds of thousands, and millions?
They've received requests to trace almost 2,000 over a 6-
and-a-half year period. They don't say which were actually
used in crimes and which were merely ancillary to an
investigation --not all guns traced have been used in
crimes, you know.

This is the grave threat to the Republic? This is
nothing less than legislation by unaccountable bureaucrats
with an agenda that has nothing to do with legitmate
delegated authority.

I want to share something with you, and it pertains to
the photo accompanying this article of me with my M1
Garand.

After undergoing training and demonstrating I could
handle and shoot the thing, here's what I sent the Director
fo Civiilian Marksmanship (now the CMP) back in 1995,
once I got notified of my approval:

Cashier's check payable to U.S. Treasury for $250.00
Certificate for Purchase of Firearms
Notarized attachment
FBI Fingerprint Card
Receipt from El Segundo CA Police Department
DD Form 398-2, pages 2 through 5 inclusive (including

authority for release of information and records)
Nine months later, I got my gun. I've owned and

enjoyed it lawfully and peaceably for 15 years now
without incident, that is, aside from the normal threat to
public safety I evidently pose...

http://www.examiner.com/gun-rights-in-national/atf-
surplus-korean-firearms-import-pose-a-threat-to-public-
safety-the-u-s

10-10-08 Glen Coffee arrested in Florida

FORT WALTON BEACH, Fla. -- Former San
Francisco 49ers running back Glen Coffee has been
arrested on a gun charge in the Florida Panhandle.

Fort Walton Beach police say he was arrested Thursday
night and charged with possession of a concealed firearm.
He was released from jail Friday morning.

According to the arrest report, an officer pulled over
Coffee's 2008 Cadillac for excessive speed. Coffee
reportedly failed to provide registration or proof of
insurance and the vehicle was towed. A cocked pistol was
found in the center console.

The former Alabama star left the 49ers in August,
saying he wanted to focus on ministry. As a rookie last
season, Coffee was the team's second-leading rusher with
226 yards.

A message left Friday night at a phone listing for
Coffee was not immediately returned.

http://sports.espn.go.com/nfl/news/story?id=5663759

10-10-06 Ex-Fallowfield cop pleads no contest to
obstruction charge

A former Fallowfield Township police officer pleaded
no contest Monday to obstruction of administration of
justice.

Robert M. Helphenstine, 39, was sentenced to one year
of probation. He is also forbidden from ever serving as a
police officer.

The plea is not an admission of guilt. Rather,
Helphenstine indicated he would not offer a defense to the
charge. Legally, it is handled the same as a guilty plea.

"That's the part of the plea that is satisfying to the
commonwealth," Washington County District Attorney
Steve Toprani said. "We had grave concerns about Mr.
Helphenstine ever serving as a police officer, let alone a
police chief."

Helphenstine, who resigned in August 2009 as the
officer in charge of the Fallowfield Police Department, had
been accused of harboring a 17-year-old Virginia boy in
his North Strabane Township home, where they engaged in
sexual activity.

In January, Helphenstine was ordered to stand trial on
one count each of endangering the welfare of children and
official oppression.

A charge of obstruction of justice was dismissed at that
time.

Helphenstine, a former state police dispatcher, resigned
from that position in February 2009 to take the Fallowfield
post.

During a hearing before Magisterial District Judge Jay
Weller in North Strabane Township in January, the victim
recounted three days he spent in the 1321 Meadowbrook
Drive home, March 16-19, 2009.

The teen testified he rode on a Greyhound bus with his
girlfriend from Chesapeake, Va. During a layover in
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Pittsburgh, the two teen runaways had a fight and the
victim walked away, meeting Helphenstine.

The boy said Helphenstine drove up to him around 2
a.m. on Liberty Avenue in Pittsburgh. Helphenstine,
wearing a police badge on a chain around his neck, asked
him what he was doing out so late and told the boy to get
in his car.

The boy testified that he and Helphenstine had sex in
the man's bed that night and the following evening.

The boy testified that the following day, Helphenstine
bought a cell phone for the boy along with a computer
power cord for the laptop computer the former officer
brought from home.

The boy testified that on March 19, Helphenstine's
roommate drove the teen to the Pittsburgh International
Airport, where he boarded a flight to Philadelphia to meet
his brother.

Toprani admitted that prosecuting the case would have
been difficult because the chief witness, the victim, is now
facing criminal homicide charges.

The victim, now 19, was charged by Virginia
authorities with murder and firearm charges in the death of
his 54-year-old mother. Her family reported her missing
Aug. 13, and her husband discovered her body the next day
in a ditch behind their home.

The news surprised his office, Toprani said.
"She had met with our investigators and attorneys

several times during our investigation," Toprani said.
"We're certainly shocked that she died in the fashion the
authorities in Virginia are putting forward."

Toprani said his office would have faced credibility
issues with its key witness had this case gone to trial. In
addition, it would have been difficult to transport a
defendant in a murder case in Virginia to Pennsylvania,
Toprani said.

"Without him testifying, we would not have met the
burden in other charges," Toprani said.

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/dailynewsmckeesport/
sports/s_703223.html

10-10-10 Stolen Scranton police rifle recovered
SCRANTON – A semi-automatic rifle stolen from the

trunk of a city policeman’s car last weekend was recovered
and two South Scranton men are in custody in connection
with the theft. Police filed a series of charges against the
suspects Wednesday morning.

Michael Barchak, 23, of 1608 Cedar Ave., was charged
with two counts of burglary, two counts of criminal
trespass, two counts of theft, and two counts of receiving
stolen property. Brandon Kutniewski, 25, of 1703 Cedar
Ave., was charged with one count of receiving stolen
property and one count of a felon not to possess or use
firearms. Both men are currently in Lackawanna County
Prison.

According to police records, Barchak admitted to
breaking into a rear garage on Ripple Street and stealing
the semi-automatic 5.56 caliber high-powered assault rifle
with an Eotech scope and two magazines from the locked
trunk of an unmarked police vehicle. He also admitted to
breaking into another nearby garage on Prospect Avenue
and stealing a 2003 Suzuki Reno motorcycle.

After Barchak hid the rifle on Ripple Street, he and
Kutniewski picked it up and sold the rifle for drugs.
Kutniewski admitted to taking the rifle back to Barchak’s
apartment and hiding it under his bed, although he initially
denied it because he was a felon who cannot possess a
firearm. Both provided written statements.

A string of garage burglaries on and around Prospect
Avenue were reported over the weekend, but the suspects
have not yet been charged with those break-ins.

http://www.timesleader.com/golackawanna/news/Stole
n_Scranton_police_rifle_recovered_10-10-2010.html

10-10-09 Ramsey tells new Philly police: Remember
your oath

Speaking to an audience of newly-sworn-in police
officers in crisp uniforms, Commissioner Charles H.
Ramsey on Friday morning urged the Philadelphia Police
Department's latest academy graduates to always
remember the promises they made when they took the
oath: to serve the city, protect its residents, and uphold the
law and the Constitution.

"We've recently had a pretty bad run of publicity," said
Ramsey, referring to a spate of corruption scandals that
have led to the arrests of six officers since July. "We've
had a few bad officers, and they forgot about the oath they
took. They forgot about the core values of this department:
honor, service, and integrity."

The 153 members of Class 357 were the first officers to
graduate from the academy since June 2009, and will be
the only new recruits for the foreseeable future. Ramsey
canceled two academy classes this summer due to budget
constraints.

Ramsey has said most of the new officers will likely be
assigned to foot patrol beats in various districts.

The hour-long ceremony at the Baptist Temple at
Temple University was a positive note at the end of
another week of bad news for the department, which this
week saw the arrests of two officers from the 25th District
on charges of stealing drugs and cash from an undercover
agent posing as a dealer. Ramsey has confirmed that those
officers were not the targets of the investigation and that
additional officers from the 25th may have been involved.

Ramsey on Friday urged the new officers to treat
residents with respect and dignity, and to remember that
corrupt officers dishonor not only the department, but also
their own families.

He asked the officers to think of their careers in law
enforcement like a book that has yet to be written.
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"You have control over what's written, no one else," he
said. "How do you want to be remembered?"

Mayor Nutter also congratulated the officers, saying he
always looked forward to attending a police academy
graduation.

"I could not be more happy to see you here," Nutter
said. "All we ask is that you give your best ... The city and
the community need you."

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/20101009_Ramsey
_tells_new_Philly_police__Remember_your_oath.html

10-10-09 Second arrest in firearms burglary
Kristopher Lamb charged in case involving theft of

three firearms in Plymouth Twp.
PLYMOUTH TWP. – A second person has been

charged for stealing three firearms from a locked bedroom
of a home and selling one of the weapons to a firearms
dealer for $100.

Kristopher Lamb, 28, of West Main Street, Plymouth,
was arrested by state police at Wyoming on charges of
burglary, criminal trespass, theft, receiving stolen property
and criminal conspiracy. He was arraigned Thursday night
by District Judge Joseph Halesey in Hanover Township
and jailed at the Luzerne County Correctional Facility for
lack of $30,000 bail.

State police allege Lamb, Todd Joseph Junevitz, 32,
and a third person forced open a locked bedroom door in
Junevitz’s grandfather’s house on Bradley Street,
Plymouth Township, and stole two shotguns and a rifle.

Junevitz’s grandfather, Robert Guskiewicz, reported the
firearms stolen on Sept. 10.

State police learned the three firearms were sold at The
Hunting Depot in Nanticoke.

According to the criminal complaints:
Guskiewicz told state police that before he left his

house on Sept. 10, he locked his bedroom door because he
did not trust his grandson, Junevitz.

Junevitz was under a court order to reside at the
Bradley Street residence after several theft convictions,
according to Luzerne County court records.

When Guskiewicz returned home, he was unable to
open the lock on his bedroom door. His friend , Rose
Charnoski, crawled through a bedroom window and saw
the lock had been damaged.

Junevitz fled the house when Guskiewicz confronted
him about the missing firearms.

State police alleged Junevitz sold a shotgun for $100 to
a firearms dealer in Nanticoke on Sept. 10. He returned to
the dealer later that day with a friend to sell the other
shotgun for $600. Junevitz went back to the Hunting Depot
with Lamb on Sept. 13 and sold the rifle for $100, the
criminal complaints say.

Lamp and Junevitz told the dealer that the firearms
were gifts from their ill father.

Junevitz told state police the money was used to pay off
a drug dealer and to buy heroin, according to the criminal
complaint.

Junevitz is facing charges of theft, criminal trespass,
receiving stolen property, criminal conspiracy and persons
not to possess firearms in county court. A burglary charge
against Junevitz was withdrawn by state police at a
preliminary hearing on Tuesday.

Lamb is scheduled for a preliminary hearing on Oct. 14
before District Judge Donald Whittaker in Nanticoke.

http://www.timesleader.com/news/Second_arrest_in_fir
earms_burglary_10-08-2010.htm

10-10-06 Toy gun incident may bring changes
Policies, procedures for bus drivers for Pittston Area

schools being reviewed.
YATESVILLE – Pittston Area administrators are

mulling possible changes to recommended policies and
procedures for bus drivers in the wake of an incident
involving a toy gun Monday, Superintendent George
Cosgrove said.

However, proposals will be brought before the school
board before any major changes are made.

“This is kind of new territory,” Cosgrove said. “A main
reason we want to meet with administrative staff and call
the police is to get their input.”

Typically, if any problems arise on a bus, the district
recommends bus drivers continue runs when possible, to
avoid keeping parents waiting at stops. But if there is a risk
to any student, the advice is to pull over and call the
police. In some instances, if the bus taking students home
is close to the school and some students act up, the drivers
have returned and asked the principal to calm the children
down, Cosgrove said.

On Monday, a bus running elementary students from
school turned around and returned to the district’s
Intermediate Center after the driver saw what was initially
thought to be a real weapon. It turned out to be a toy gun.

“Before we even had a chance to notify the police, they
showed up,” Cosgrove said, noting that a student may have
used a cell phone to call a parent, who relayed concerns to
the police, though that had not been confirmed.

Federal and state law mandates zero tolerance for gun
possession on school property, calling for an automatic
expulsion for a minimum of one year if a student is found
with a firearm. Cosgrove said the law applies to school
buses, and although this was not a real firearm, “It will be
taken very seriously.”

He declined to say what discipline the student could
face other than to note “we will consider all of our
options.”

Cosgrove also responded to concerns voiced by board
member Terry Best regarding notification of the board.
Best had told a reporter he was “upset” that he received
only a general message about the incident, but that the



Page 101

district didn’t keep calling until he was contacted
personally. Cosgrove said the district uses an automated
system that notifies relevant people in a wide range of
instances, typically leaving a general message and telling
them who to contact “if there is anything they want to
know.”

But the whole point of Tuesday’s meeting, Cosgrove
said, was to review all those policies and procedures, “to
see what we did right, and what we maybe should do
different.”

http://www.timesleader.com/news/Toy_gun_incident_
may_bring_changes_10-06-2010.html

10-10-06 Man charged after alleged crime spree
Bradley Stephen Jones faces theft counts in three

municipalities, including stealing a car, firearms.
WILKES-BARRE – City police may have prevented a

robberywhen they arrested a man suspected of stealing a
vehicle outside a Public Square doughnut shop, according
to charges filed.

Bradley Stephen Jones, 33, of Nanticoke, was
apprehended Sept. 27 inside the Osterhout Free Library
where police allege they found him with a note that stated,
“Give me $750 in loose bills … Don’t try anything stupid
like signal with money packs or whatever? Don’t make me
use my gun …”

Jones admitted to police, according to the complaint,
that he wrote the note intending to rob a business for drug
money.

Jones also is facing charges in two other municipalities.
He was arraigned Tuesday in Wilkes-Barre Central

Court on charges of receiving stolen property, theft and
criminal conspiracy for his alleged role in selling stolen
jewelry worth $1,400 at a pawn shop in Wilkes-Barre on
Aug. 12, according to arrest and court records.

Hanover Township police charged Jones on Monday
with three counts of receiving stolen property for allegedly
selling three firearms at a sporting goods store on Sept. 25.
The firearms were reported stolen during a burglary of a
Nanticoke home, according to arrest records.

City police charged Jones with two counts each of
receiving stolen property and theft, and one count each of
possessing instruments of crime and criminal mischief for
stealing a Jeep outside the Dunkin Donuts on Sept. 27.

According to the criminal complaint:
Pamela Elliot told police she parked her Jeep Cherokee

on the side of South Main Street leaving the doors
unlocked and the vehicle idling at about 9:27 a.m. She
entered the Dunkin Donuts as a man, identified as Jones,
held the door open for her.

Elliot said she watched Jones walk to her vehicle and
drive away, the criminal complaint says.

Police said the theft was captured on surveillance
cameras.

Elliot’s Jeep was found at about 6:15 p.m. parked on
South Washington Street.

Police found Jones sitting inside the Osterhout Free
Library on South Franklin Street. When arrested, police
say they found a hand-written note on his chair.

A preliminary hearing on the charges filed by city
police is scheduled today in Central Court.

Jones also is scheduled for a preliminary hearing on
Oct. 13 before District Judge Fred Pierantoni in Pittston on
charges filed by Hughestown police.

A hearing on the charges Jones sold the stolen firearms
is scheduled on Oct. 26 before District Judge Joseph
Halesey, Hanover Township. Jones remained jailed
Tuesday at the Luzerne County Correctional Facility for
lack of $35,000 total bail.

http://www.timesleader.com/news/Man_charged_after_
alleged_crime_spree_10-06-2010.html

10-10-06 Missing gun concerns Exeter Twp. officials
EXETER TWP. - Officials are looking for a Mossberg

semiautomatic 12-gauge shotgun that should have been
delivered to the police department a couple of weeks ago,
residents were told at Monday's supervisors' meeting.
The pump-action shotgun was sent direct from the
manufacturer, without the need for a receiving signature,
and although the FedEx driver claims the delivery was
made, there is no record of where it was made, supervisors
were told.
The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms is looking
into the loss, although at this stage no local investigation
has been launched by the township's own police
department.
The township will not be paying for the weapon, as it had
not been received, board of supervisors' chairman Donald
Hoffman told the meeting.
That did not take away from the fact that a serious weapon
is out in the wider community, supervisors noted.
The loss comes at a time when the state had made
headlines with other weapons issues, specifically the way
guns get into the hands of criminals through thefts.
Supervisors expressed concern that the delivery was not
tagged when it was made, which seemed to be standard
practice in most cases, and that they also believed the
Mossberg company had made the no-signature delivery a
standard policy for its weapons.
In other business, supervisors approved an ordinance that
will bar dogs from a variety of areas in the park, although
there may be the option of creating a dog-specific park
from a location the township currently owns, in the same
way as West Pittston created a dog park.
Supervisor Ben Gadomski noted that funding would have
to be sought for the project, which was proving harder as
more municipalities competed for less in available funding.
The township's request from the local share of gaming
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revenue for an emergency generator had been rejected in
the latest funding round, residents were told.

http://www.timesleader.com/news/Missing-gun-
concerns-Exeter-Twp-officials.html

10-10-05 Game Commission meeting draws crowd,
lots of comment

WILKES-BARRE – Any doubts that Wilkes-Barre
resident Jay Delaney had about how many people would
attend the Pennsylvania Game Commission board meeting
when it was moved to Wilkes-Barre were erased on
Monday.

That’s when Delaney, who is president of the board,
saw a conference room inside the Quality Inn on Kidder
Street with hardly an empty seat in the place.

“Bringing the meeting here (from Harrisburg) was
absolutely the right thing to do,” Delaney said after the
nearly seven-hour session that featured more than three
hours of public comment.

“The board got a good flair of the issues and concerns
in the northeast, and it was a good exchange of thoughts
and opinions.”

Hunters from all over the Northeast region turned out to
speak and listen during Monday’s PGC board meeting. The
topics ranged from youth hunting opportunities, Marcellus
Shale drilling, turkey hunting and, of course deer
management.

But the most common sentiment echoed by most of the
speakers was their appreciation for the agency deciding to
bring the meeting to Wilkes-Barre. Several speakers said
they took a day off from work to attend the meeting
because hunting is simply that important to them.

“Two kids took a day off from high school to come to
our classroom here today,” Delaney said. “The turnout was
better than expected and it was from all over the region.”

And the topics discussed were all over the board.
Chuck Lombaerde, the first vice president of the

Pennsylvania Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs, told the
board that his organization was disappointed with the split
fall turkey season and the closure of the extended bear
season. He said PFSC members were split on the proposed
$30 annual shooting range permit, which the board will
vote on during today’s meeting.

“The concern is if the non-hunting public pays a fee
they will have a say in other Game Commission issues,”
Lombaerde said.

Dan Devlin, director of the state Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources Bureau of Forestry,
spoke to the board about changes it is considering to the
Deer Management Assistance Program.

Devlin outlined the process by which his agency
applies for DMAP permits and said the main concern of
his agency is the June 1 deadline to apply for DMAP
permits.

“If we want to base our decisions and on harvest and
habitat data, June 1 is too soon,” he said.

Dale Butler, president of the state chapter of the
National Wild Turkey Federation, told the board his group
supports the creation of a turkey hunting license. The
concept would give the agency a better profile of the
state’s turkey hunters and raise more public awareness on
safety issues.

Towanda resident Ed Maryott asked the board to
restore the fall turkey season back to it’s original length
and took issue with idea that the season was shortened so
turkey hunters wouldn’t be in the woods during the final
two weeks of archery season.

“The archery season was expanded into the firearm
(turkey) season, and nothing was said,” Maryott said.
“Now they’re moving us out.”

Commissioner Ralph Martone said the archery issue
wasn’t part of the process to change turkey season. He
added that the agency wanted to make the season more
conservative this year and monitor the harvest.

Several speakers spoke about the importance of small
game for youth hunters and asked the agency to continue
working on improvements to bring back populations of
pheasants and rabbits.

Chip Sorber of the North Mountain Branch of the
Quality Deer Management Association praised the agency
for its deer management program and urged the
commissioners to stay the course.

“I’m seeing oak regeneration on State Game Lands 57
that I’ve never seen in five years,” he said.

Skip Kuhns also commended the board for its efforts to
increase hunting opportunities through additional seasons,
but added that ultimately it is up hunters to take advantage
of them.

“You have to make the time if you’re dedicated to a
sport,” he said.

Sunday hunting, the start date of trapping season and
agricultural damage caused by crows and porcupines were
also brought up during the meeting.

During the afternoon, the board listened to several staff
reports regarding shooting ranges, Marcellus shale drilling,
wildlife habitat, the urban bear study and Hunting Related
Shooting Incidents.

The board will meet again today at 8:30 a.m. to vote on
several proposals, including the enactment of a $30 permit
for non-hunters to use shooting ranges on State Game
Lands.

http://www.timesleader.com/sports/Game_Commission
_meeting_draws_crowd__lots_of_comment_10-04-
2010.htm

10-10-05 Distance gunner
Judging gun's effective range, bird distances help

success rate
"Here they come! Get ready!"
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"A rooster!"
Just thinking those phrases sets a bird hunter's soul on

fire, kindling fond memories of the past and future dreams
of the coming season.

Wingshooters have two challenges in shooting success
after they get close to their quarry -- hitting the animal, and
killing it. The hunter's prayer is: "Lord, if I shoot, let me
kill clean or miss clean." This article is about helping
shotgunners be successful.

Hitting the bird, bunny or squirrel involves aiming, and
leading it at the right distance as it moves. The late actor
and one-time shotgun champion Robert Stack used to say
that the image to have to know how far to lead a bird is
that you should imagine that you're shooting a stream of
water out of the barrel of your gun -- like from a firehose.
Swing through the bird and imagine that water stream, and
when the stream and the target connect, squeeze the
trigger. Yeah, practice helps.

Judging distances is the second part of the equation to
killing an animal cleanly and quickly with a shotgun. You
can hit an animal squarely with a shotgun's pattern, but if
it's too far away for that load, the pellets will have lost
their shocking power and penetration ability and the
animal is only wounded, which no ethical hunter wants.

The distance that shotgun pellets travel with
effectiveness, depends on the size of powder charge that
propels them and the size of the pellets. Magnum loads
will always push pellets a little farther and harder, but still
every load has its limits.

The smaller the size of the shot pellet, the more the
pattern will cover, but the shorter the distance it will travel
and be effective to bring down game. A 12-gauge slug
fired into the air at a 45 degree angle could travel almost a
mile. Buckshot might travel 1,000 yards.

On the other hand, a low-base 7 1/2 shell that people
commonly use for doves, quail and pheasant is effective
out to 35 yards, but the shot can travel out to 200 yards,
depending on the elevation of the gun when fired, wind,
etc. In contrast, a load of BB's or number 2-shot might
travel 350 or more yards. Regardless, the effective killing
range of the shell is much shorter.

James SwanAt 10 yards, the shot pattern blows a
quarter-size hole through the target. This bird would not be
edible.

I'm proud to be among the 50,000 Hunter Education
Instructors in the U.S. Working with newcomers, I find
that a good way to quickly help them understand the
patterning of a shotgun is to set out a series of cardboard
silhouettes at 10-yard intervals, take a shot at each one,
then count the holes in each.

To demonstrate this, I set out 10 silhouettes and took
one shot at each of them with a 12-gauge with No. 6
regular field load. At 10 yards, the shot pattern is already
beginning to disperse, but the central core of the pattern is
still pretty small and it blows a quarter-size hole through
the target. This bird would not be edible. If you must shoot
at a wounded bird at this distance, aim at their head and
aim a little high otherwise the bird is inedible.

James SwanAt 20 yards, 151 pellets would require a lot
of picking shot out of alarger bird like a pheasant or duck.

At 20 yards, 151 pellets hit the target. For a small bird
like a quail or dove that could be OK, but a larger bird like
a pheasant or duck is going to require a lot of picking shot
to keep from chomping down on lead when you dine on
the bird. Let them get a little farther away.

The target at 30 yards showed 46 holes. This is great
coverage. Dead bird.

At 40 yards only 10 holes showed up in the silhouette.
Maybe I was off a little, but at this distance those that hit
the body center -- four pellets -- would still have killed the
bird.

The 50 yard target had 15 holes. Good coverage, but
this is stretching the effective range of the shell with #6's,
although the one pellet hole in the head could have
dropped a bird.
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James SwanAt 40 yards, only 10 holes showed up but
would would still have killed the bird.

Sixty yards showed 10 hits, seven yards had 13 hits, 80
yards had five hits, 90 yards had six hits, and at 100 yards,
I did not find any holes in the cardboard silhouette. I either
missed, or the pattern was so dispersed that the bird
slipped through.

One additional factor into your distance of effective fire
is whether you are using lead or something as heavy as
lead, or steel.

I grew up hunting ducks on Lake Erie with lead shot.
Number four's in a 12-gauge was the standard load for
open water shooting from blinds or sneakboats.

Then came the ban on lead shot for waterfowl. I quickly
learned that while steel may travel a little farther and faster
than lead shot, steel shot is not as heavy and the lighter
weight steel shot has less stopping power. My answer to
this, after chasing cripples that should have been dead
birds, was to switch over to #2 shot for close decoying
birds, and BB's for passing shots and geese.

Not as many pellets, but if you hit them with a pellet
this large, even just a couple pellets, the birds generally are
dead when they hit the water. Fewer pellets also makes me
concentrate a little harder on when and where I shoot, and
that's always a good thing when it comes to shotgun
success.

Handy distance gauge
So, how do you judge distance in the field, when you

have to make split-second decisions, and you have been
sitting there waiting patiently in the blind for hours for this
one shot at a Canadian honker that has just sailed in over
your decoys?

Your hand is an invaluable guide in judging essential
shooting distances. Hold your thumb up with your arm
outstretched. At 50 yards, which is about the maximum
distance you should be shooting at a game bird with a
shotgun, a 6-foot tall man is about the height of your
knuckle to the tip of your thumb.

When you get into a duck blind, use your thumb to
determine what is 50 yards away, mark that distance with a
decoy or some other object and refuse to shoot at anything
beyond that distance.

At 20 yards away, a six-foot man is about the height of
your entire thumb. Toss a decoy to mark that distance.
Anything that flies between those two decoys is fair game.

Your hand has other uses for judging distance.
Crowding, and being cut off are some of the most common
complaints of bird hunters in public hunting areas.
Continue holding that thumb up and compare with a
person standing a football field away. At 100 yards away, a
6-foot tall man will be about the height of the thumbnail.
That's way too far too shoot at a bird, but it's way too close
to fire in that direction if someone is standing there.

At the bottom of the thumb nail there is a white half
crescent. When you can hold your thumb up and sight it
toward a person and their height is no taller than that white
crescent, that person is now out of range -- about 300
yards.

Don't set up this close if at all possible, but if you have
to, do not fire in that direction, for shot will come raining
down on this person if your muzzle is pointed up into the
sky. This distance not only helps determine your zone of
fire, but it should also help determine the minimum
distance you should be from setting up decoys next to
another hunter in a marsh. If at all possible 500 to 600
yards away is better spacing for both you and the other
hunter.

It takes awhile to learn all that you need to know to
become an ethical hunter, but if you pattern your shotgun
gun at various distances, learn the maximum effective
distance to shoot, and learn to use your hand to estimate
distances, you'll come home a happier, safer and more
successful hunter.

http://sports.espn.go.com/outdoors/hunting/columns/sto
ry?columnist=swan_james&id=5652081

10-10-05 Pa. House To Vote On Self-Defense Bill
HARRISBURG (CBS) – The Pennsylvania House is

poised to vote on a bill that would expand the legal
protections for people who use deadly force when
confronting an intruder to their homes or vehicles.

In setting up a vote on expansion of the so-called
“Castle Doctrine,” the House on Monday overwhelmingly
voted in favor of a parliamentary procedure that thwarted
an effort to amend the bill with gun-control provisions,
including a measure that would prohibit someone from
carrying a gun with an out-of-state permit, if that person
has been denied a permit in Pennsylvania.

Republican Sam Smith, the House minority leader, says
supporters of the Castle Doctrine wanted a clear vote on
the issue:

“The Castle Doctrine idea isn’t really a pro-gun bill,
it’s a bill that has to do with people feeling secure and safe
in their homes, regardless of how they defend themselves.
And many of the amendments on both sides of the aisle got
into a separate subject matter.”
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If the House passes the bill, it is unclear whether it will
get a vote before the Senate’s legislative session ends next
week.

http://philadelphia.cbslocal.com/2010/10/05/pa-house-
to-vote-on-self-defense-bill/

10-10-05 Bill protecting gun owners acting in self-
defense moves ahead

HARRISBURG, Pa. — With just weeks left in session
for 2010, the Pennsylvania General Assembly is taking
steps to expand protection for gun owners who act in self-
defense.

The so-called “Castle Doctrine” would remove the
“duty to retreat” clause when someone is threatened in a
place in which he or she has a right to be, including his or
her home or vehicle.

The changes would provide protection against criminal
prosecution or civil litigation for people who act to defend
themselves, according to documents provided by the
Franklin County, Pa., delegation.

“This is in many states in the union, and it’s time
Pennsylvania comes on board,” said state Rep. Rob
Kauffman, R-Franklin/Cumberland.

“This is a really big deal. It’s the NRA’s No. 1 issue in
Pennsylvania,” said state Sen. Richard Alloway, R-
Franklin/Adams/York.

The Castle Doctrine appears in one form as House Bill
40, which passed the House 159-38 Tuesday evening.
Kauffman and state Rep. Todd Rock, R-Franklin, voted
with the majority.

Kauffman said he supported efforts to “move the bill
around the obstacles set up by House Democrats.”

On Tuesday afternoon, Rock wasn’t sure House Bill 40
would come to a vote. He said he heard rumors that the
Democrats, who control the House, wouldn’t bring the bill
up for its final vote before Wednesday, the House’s last
scheduled day of voting before November’s election.

“That’s not good, but it’s how the game is played up
here,” Rock said.

House Bill 40 will now be sent to the Senate.
“I’m on the phone now, trying to get this moved

quickly through the Senate,” Alloway said Tuesday after
the House vote.

Other big-ticket items like taxing natural gas drilling
and addressing pension issues could potentially bump the
Castle Doctrine from the voting schedule, he said.

Alloway introduced another bill, Senate Bill 842, to
establish the Castle Doctrine. That bill remains in the
Senate Judiciary Committee.

Because of the delay with Senate Bill 842, Alloway has
drafted an amendment to a bill addressing registration of
sex offenders. The amendment could be attached to House
Bill 1926.

“That bill is in position to move when we’re in session
next week,” said Sally Kohr, Alloway’s chief of staff.

Adding an amendment to House Bill 1926 and sending
it to the House for concurrence could happen faster than a
vote on House Bill 40, Alloway said.

Kauffman called the Castle Doctrine “a basic right of
self-defense. It’s really a common-sense measure.”

http://www.herald-
mail.com/?cmd=displaystory&story_id=254195&format=h
tml

10-10-05 Pa. House approves bill to expand self-
defense law

HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) — A bill to expand self-
defense rights passed the state House of Representatives
by a wide margin Tuesday, but despite strong opinions on
the topic a parliamentary maneuver foreclosed all debate.

The vote to widen the "castle doctrine" so that it applies
beyond homes and vehicles was 159-38, with dozens of
Democrats voting with Republicans, the latest
demonstration of how gun issues do not follow partisan
political lines in the Pennsylvania Legislature.

The bill would remove the duty to retreat before using
deadly force, except under certain circumstances. People
would have the right to stand their ground if they have the
right to be where they are attacked; if they believe force is
needed to prevent death, serious injury, kidnapping or
rape; and if the attacker displays a deadly weapon or
otherwise demonstrates such a threat.

A positive vote in the Senate would send the bill to the
governor to take action on it. Gov. Ed Rendell has not said
whether he supports the measure.

House Minority Leader Sam Smith, R-Jefferson, who
muscled the bill to a vote, said in a statement that the law
was designed to help people protect themselves.

"The fact is, there are violent criminals," Smith said.
"Law-abiding citizens should not be victimized twice: once
for being attacked by a violent criminal and, secondly, in a
civil suit. This legislation protects their rights."

Smith's motion to "call the previous question"
prevented amendments from being considered, and led
immediately to a vote without debate. The rarely used
procedural move drew complaints from Democrats.

Rep. Bryan Lentz, D-Delaware, tried without success to
get the House to amend the bill to prevent people from
getting an out-of-state permit to carry a gun after being
denied a permit in Pennsylvania. Other amendments would
have required reporting of lost or stolen guns, limiting
handgun purchases to one per month, and granting
Philadelphia authority to ban assault weapons.

"Whether you're for this or against it, there should be
no fear in having a thorough discussion of the issues," said
Majority Leader Todd Eachus, D-Luzerne. "Using this
motion as a way of silencing all debate is not healthy for
the collision of differences in this commonwealth."

The bill also says someone who has used deadly force
in a lawful manner can be awarded legal costs if they are
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sued by the attacker. It makes the penalty more severe for
receiving stolen property, when the property is a gun.

A Senate Republican staffer said the bill was likely to
be taken up in that chamber next week. A message seeking
Rendell's position was not immediately returned.

http://www.poconorecord.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AI
D=/20101005/NEWS/101009892

10-10-05 Pa. House votes to expand 'Castle
Doctrine'

HARRISBURG -- The state House today voted to
significantly expand the so-called Castle Doctrine, which
gives a homeowner the right to use deadly force to protect
his life, his family or his house against a threatening
intruder or assailant.

The House voted 159 to 38 in favor of House Bill 40,
sponsored by Rep. Scott Perry, R-York, which would
expand protections included in the long-held idea that "a
man's home is his castle."

Under present law, homeowners can use a gun or knife
or other deadly weapon to defend themselves if they find
themselves facing an intruder while in their living room,
dining room, den, kitchen, basement or other areas within
their house.

But some areas of a house -- a garage, a porch or deck,
a driveway, a front or back yard, or a personal vehicle --
are not currently included in the places where an imperiled
homeowner can simply fire at an intruder. Before doing so,
the homeowner must first "retreat,'' meaning step
backward, away from the intruder.

"That's absurd,'' Mr. Perry said.
Under his legislation, which now goes to the Senate, a

homeowner could use deadly force against an intruder who
accosts him in a garage, porch, yard etc. without first
having to step back. The "duty to retreat'' would cease and
a homeowner could "stand his ground."

But in order to justify the use of force, the homeowner
must "genuinely feel his life and safety, or the lives and
safety of his family, are threatened,'' Mr. Perry said.

Passage of the bill led to emotional comments from
legislators.

"There will be more blood on the streets if this bill
becomes law,'' said Rep. Vanessa Lowery Brown, D-
Philadelphia. "It encourages people to use deadly force
even if they can safely retreat.''

The new law also would protect someone who uses a
weapon for defense, as long as the owner is in a place
where he or she is "legally permitted to be,'' such as being
in a store, restaurant or other venue, walking in a parking
lot or just walking along the street.

In any case, police and district attorneys would retain
the right to investigate any shooting and determine if a
would-be victim was justified in shooting a would-be
criminal. A district attorney could still bring criminal

charges if he thought the potential victim fired his weapon
too quickly, without proper justification or without

The entire bill can be viewed at www.legis.state.pa.us
and plugging "HB40" into the box at the top.

The bill still needs Senate approval, and there are only
a few days left in the current session. Gov. Ed Rendell said
Tuesday he's not familiar with the bill's details and couldn't
say if he'd sign it. He would have 10 days after it gets final
legislative approval to make up his mind.

http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/10278/1092834-
100.stm?cmpid=latest.xml

10-10-04 Handgun ranking triggers debate
Survey says nearly half of guns connected to crimes

sold in 10 states, including Pa.
HARRISBURG — A report naming Pennsylvania as

one of the main sources of guns used in crimes in other
states has triggered calls for a law requiring lost or stolen
handguns to be reported.

Gun rights supporters, however, say the study is only
aimed at masking declining violent crime rates, and
existing laws should be enforced.

The survey by Mayors Against Illegal Guns, an
association of more than 500 mayors, said nearly half of
the guns connected to crimes in other states last year were
sold in just 10 states, including Pennsylvania. The other
states were Georgia, Florida, Virginia, Texas, Indiana,
Ohio, North Carolina, California or Arizona.

The Patriot-News of Harrisburg says the list includes
some of the country’s most populous states and is based on
raw figures.

The paper says Pennsylvania ranked 30th in the number
of exported guns per 100,000 people.

But gun control advocates say the findings highlight a
need for stricter gun laws, especially a statewide law
requiring reporting of lost or stolen handguns. Such a
proposal made it to the state House floor in 2008 but was
struck down.

Joe Grace, the executive director of CeasefirePA, says
46 municipalities in the commonwealth have reporting
laws. He says states that have such laws are two-thirds less
likely to have a gun exported and used in a crime.

“If the (state) General Assembly will heed the call of
these 46 municipalities and pass a simple lost or stolen
handgun reporting requirement, I think you will see few
crime guns being exported,” Grace said.

“It clearly would be a step in the right direction to
reducing gun violence,” he added.

But Kim Stolfer, chairman of the gun rights lobbying
firm Firearm Owners Against Crime, called the release an
effort to offset a recent FBI report showing a decrease in
all violent crime last year.

He also pointed to a December story in The
Philadelphia Inquirer citing flaws in the prosecution of gun
crimes.
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“It’s simple: Prosecute the criminals for violating the
firearms laws we have now,” Stolfer said.

“If you don’t do it, you’re part of the problem and not
the solution,” Stolfer said.

http://www.timesleader.com/news/Handgun_ranking_tr
iggers_debate_10-03-2010.html

10-10-04 Carjackers mace woman making deposit at
North Huntingdon bank

State police are seeking two men who robbed a woman
and stole her car as she was attempting to make a drive-
through deposit at Stone Bank in North Huntingdon on
Sunday afternoon.

The woman approached the bank at Wendel and Arona
Road at 2 p.m. when two men came from around the
building and ordered her to get out of the vehicle.

One man showed the woman a firearm and the other
sprayed her with mace or pepper spray as she stepped from
her car, police said.

Police said the men drove off in the woman's black
Ford Focus, headed south on Wendel Road and onto Arona
Road.

The men abandoned the vehicle in the middle of the
road at the intersection of Yellowknife Street and West
Lake Drive, approximately 3/10 of a mile from the bank.

State police spokesman Stephen Limani said police are
seeking witnesses who may have seen the robbers driving
the car. The name of the woman, a 37-year-old from
Wendel, was not released.

The robbers wore hooded sweatshirts and full-face ski
masks.

"We are checking cameras at the bank, and to see if she
was followed," Limani said Monday.

"They had thought this through," he said of the robbers.
"Whether she was the target, we are still looking into that."

The woman sustained minor injuries from the chemical
spray.

Police did not disclose how much money was taken.
Anyone with information on the information can

contact state police at 724-832-3288
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/dailynewsmckeesport/spo
rts/s_702656.html


