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The world is a dangerous place to live; not because of the people who are evil, but because of the people who don't do anything about 
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Pro-Gun Grassroots Groups 

Taking the Lead in Gun Rights 

Fight 
Homespun Organizations Are Leaving 

the NRA Behind When Pushing for 

Broader Gun Laws 
By TERRY MORAN and ELY BROWN, ABC News 

Aug. 3, 2010 — The statistics tell the story: There are about 50 

million gun owners in America. Close to half of all American 

households possess guns -- more than 200 million guns all told, 

and we buy 4.5 million more guns every year. 

Whether you like it or not, for better or worse, it's a fact: 

America is an armed nation. And to gun owners – the vast 

majority of whom are law-abiding citizens -- that's the way it 

was meant to be. 

Now, more than ever, many gun owners are proudly, 

aggressively asserting their rights to keep and bear arms. 

At a barbeque in Portland, Maine, a small grassroots 

organization meets to promote one goal: the right to carry 

weapons openly in public. 

"We're just out here, exercising our rights," said event 

participant Scott Walker. "We're just here to have a good time." 

Watch the full story tonight on "Nightline" at 11:35 p.m. 

ET. 

Shane Belanger, 20, a pre-med student at the University of 

Southern Maine, organized the open-carry event. He said the 

group faces a huge task in convincing their fellow Mainers that 

the Second Amendment -- the right to bear arms -- should not 

be confined to the home. 

"I think that it's just they're not used to it, and it's lack of 

knowledge. The more they know, the more comfortable they'll 

be with it, and that's really why we're here," Belanger said. "We 

are showing them that lawabiding citizens carrying handguns is 

completely fine and completely normal." 

NRA Bypasses Campaign Reform 

In many ways Belanger is the new face of the gun rights 

movement. 

For decades, the National Rifle Association has been fighting 

gun-control efforts in Congress and across the country on behalf 

of its 4.3 million members. But the old "guns vs. no guns" 

debate that was once the face of the American gun movement is 

being transformed into a "guns vs. more guns" issue, and the 

NRA is now feeling the heat from its own backyard. 

Small, focused, pro-gun, grassroots groups like Belanger's 

believe the enormous organization has become too bureaucratic 

and conservative to focus on their local issues, such as fighting 

for more open-carry laws. 

"It's a massive organization that's kind of an umbrella 

organization for all gun owners and firearm enthusiasts," 

Belanger said. "What we are is more of a[n organization for the] 

right to carry openly as well as concealed, every day." 

The long-simmering tensions between the NRA behemoth 

and local gun groups exploded into a nasty family fight this 

spring when the NRA muscled Congress into exempting it -- 

and it alone -- from some key provisions of the campaign-

finance reform legislation. 

"What they did was very much self-preservation," said Philip 

van Cleave, president of the Virginia Citizens Defense League. 

"The NRA isn't the end all of gun rights ... They are the 800-

pound gorilla." 

A fierce political player, the NRA spends tens of millions of 

dollars every election year -- big money that the campaign-

finance law is aiming to regulate. But many politicians fear 

retaliation from the big gun group, so now it won't have to 

comply with the new campaign finance law. 

ABC News asked the NRA several times to comment for this 

story, but it refused. 

Revving Up the Gun Debate 

Despite the outrage, actions from both the NRA and smaller 

grassroots organizations successfully have pushed the battle over 

guns back onto the debate floor, catching many gun-control 

advocates off-guard. 

Denis Henigan, the vice president of the Brady Center to 

Prevent Gun Violence, based in Washington, D.C., said there is 

cause for concern. He said small "extremist" gun groups are 
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sprouting up across the country, creating problems for gun-

control efforts and the NRA. 

"I think these groups are actually willing to act out the 

NRA's vision for America," Henigan told "Nightline." 

"When you have people who are openly carrying their guns 

into Starbucks, it causes enormous concern among other people 

who are going into Starbucks. It causes backlash." 

Starbucks was the target of a pressure campaign to allow 

customers to openly carry their weapons in states where it's legal 

to do so -- that's 43 of the 50 states. 

It was not a campaign organized by the NRA. 

Pro-gun grassroots groups used social networks, bulletin 

boards, Internet chat rooms and text messages to get the word 

out -- a testament to their influence, even without the backing of 

the umbrella organization. Van Cleave called the grassroots 

efforts "critical." 

"More guns in more public places is what protects people," 

he said. 

http://abcnews.go.com/print?id=11313221 
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U.S. Senate Confirms Anti-gun Radical to 

the Supreme Court-- Time to help GOA 

hold the turncoats accountable 
 

"After reviewing Ms. Kagan's record and testimony at her 

confirmation hearing, the GUN OWNERS OF AMERICA 

concluded that, 'The available evidence portrays her as a 

forceful advocate of restrictive gun laws and driven by political 

considerations rather than rule of law.'" -- Sen. John Thune (R-

SD), August 5, 2010 

 

ON THE FLOOR OF THE SENATE TODAY 

 

Thursday, August 5, 2010 Senator Thune quoted GOA 

accurately. Elena Kagan is going to be a disaster on the 

Supreme Court.  

Our gun rights are hanging by a thread. Prior to the vote in 

the U.S. Senate today, Senator Jeff Sessions of Alabama sounded 

the alarm: "Most Americans are totally unaware [that] the 

Second Amendment hangs by a mere thread [by] two 5-4 

decisions recently...." 

He was referring, of course, to the two gun-related decisions 

over the past couple of years where the Supreme Court narrowly 

ruled in favor of gun rights. 

With this in mind, several Senators spent almost an hour 

today talking exclusively about the Second Amendment, its 

importance to all Americans across the country, and the danger 

that President Obama's most recent pick to the U.S. Supreme 

Court poses to our gun rights. 

Sadly, the Senate today voted 63-37 to confirm Elena Kagan 

to the U.S. Supreme Court. While this is disappointing, you 

need to realize that we got more votes against Kagan than we 

have ever gotten against a Supreme Court Justice that we've 

opposed -- more than we garnered against Justices Sotomayor or 

Ginsburg. (Imagine, Justice Gingsburg only received three 

negative votes!) 

Today, we gained tremendous ground. There were Senators 

who voted against Kagan today who had NEVER before voted 

against a Supreme Court Justice. And come this November, we 

plan to gain even more ground when a new batch of candidates 

take their seats in the U.S. Senate... when we will probably be 

able to filibuster (and defeat) any future U.S. Supreme Court 

Justice that President Obama nominates. 

So thank you for all your help in fighting this nominee. 

Now, it is time for us to shift into high gear and hold the 

turncoats in Congress accountable. But more on that -- and on 

today's vote -- below. 

STAND WITH GUN OWNERS OF 

AMERICA 
While today's loss on the Kagan nomination was 

disappointing, don't forget that we won a VERY KEY battle last 

week against legislation to squelch our voice 60 days prior to a 

general election -- legislation known as the DISCLOSE Act.  

This victory means that we will be able to hold accountable 

those Senators who stabbed gun owners in the back and voted 

for Elena Kagan today -- and we'll be able to hold them 

accountable all the way up to Election Day.  

So gun owners need to stay engaged in the battle to retain 

and reclaim our rights. Even though Congress will be out of 

session this month, you can help us INCREASE our voice in 

Congress -- and INCREASE our ability to reach more gun 

owners -- by renewing your membership with GOA and 

encouraging others to do the same. 

You can go to http://gunowners.org/ordergoamem.htm and 

join Gun Owners of America for the cost of a box of 

ammunition. 

As you already know, GOA will NOT be compromising your 

rights. We will not compromise on your Second Amendment 

freedoms... nor will we compromise on your First Amendment 

freedoms which are necessary to defend those liberties. 

During debate over the DISCLOSE Act last month, Senator 

Mitch McConnell praised GOA's uncompromising approach on 

the floor of the Senate when he said that the legislation was "not 

about the Democrats' affinity for the Second Amendment. If it 

were, they would have carved out an exception for the Gun 

Owners of America as well. As it is, the GOA vehemently 

opposes this bill. Why? Because they know it restricts First 

Amendment rights." 

We only have a little less than three months before the 

election. We need you now more than ever! Please go to 

http://gunowners.org/ordergoamem.htm and renew today. 

HOLD YOUR SENATORS' FEET TO THE FIRE 

Many of you have Senators who pride themselves as being 

independent thinkers. They claim they are "Blue Dog" 

Democrats who support the Second Amendment. 

But guess what: Virtually every single Blue Dog voted IN 

FAVOR of Kagan today. To see how your Senators voted, please 

go to: 
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http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vo

te_cfm.cfm?congress=111&session=2&vote=00229 

Senators Harry Reid of Nevada, Jim Webb of Virginia, Max 

Baucus and John Tester of Montana, and many more... all the 

Blue Dogs voted for Elena Kagan, with the exception of Ben 

Nelson of Nebraska.  

You need to realize: These so-called Blue Dogs can't claim 

they didn't know Kagan's record on gun control. Nor can 

Lindsay Graham of South Carolina and the other four 

Republicans who voted for Kagan. They can't claim that Kagan's 

record is silent on the gun issue. They can't claim she might 

support gun owner rights in the future. 

Senator after Senator sounded the alarm on the floor of the 

Senate. Just take a look at what a dozen Senators had to say 

about Elena Kagan's views on Second Amendment rights: 

* Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL): "Ms. Kagan's record 

regarding the Second Amendment leaves little doubt that 

she will be hostile to the rights of law-abiding citizens to 

own and possess firearms."  

* Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-IA): "Solicitor General 

Kagan's record clearly shows she is a supporter of 

restrictive gun laws and has worked on numerous 

initiatives to undercut Second Amendment fundamental 

rights."  

* Sen. Richard Shelby (R-AL): "Ms. Kagan has 

spent her career implementing antigun initiatives and 

evidence of her antagonistic attitude towards the Second 

Amendment can be found from the beginning of her legal 

career." 

* Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-UT): "Ms. Kagan also 

worked in the Clinton administration to weaken and limit 

other individual rights such as the Second Amendment 

right to keep and bear arms. In her hearing, Ms. Kagan 

refused to acknowledge any real limits on the Federal 

Government's power, which the Supreme Court has 

already expanded far beyond anything America's 

Founders intended, to regulate everything imaginable in 

the name of interstate commerce."  

* Sen. Saxby Chambliss (R-GA): "Documents made 

available from the Clinton Library show she was a key 

player in that administration's gun control efforts. She 

was a key advocate for multiple gun control proposals 

and even authored multiple Executive Orders that placed 

restrictions on gun owner rights."  

* Sen. Thad Cochran (R-MS): "General Kagan's 

prior work suggests that she would not protect an 

individual's constitutional right to bear arms. As a policy 

advisor to President Clinton, Kagan promoted several 

gun control proposals, including background checks for 

all gun purchases in the secondary market, a gun tracing 

initiative, and giving law enforcement the ability to 

retain background check information from lawful gun 

sales. She also drafted executive orders to restrict the 

importation of semiautomatic rifles and to require all 

Federal law enforcement officers to install locks on their 

weapons."  

* Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX): "I was also troubled by 

her testimony with regard to the Second Amendment -- 

the right to keep and bear arms. She did say the recent 

decisions in Heller and McDonald are 'settled law,' but I 

worry that her interpretation of settled law means until 

there are five new Justices who take a look at that settled 

law and just decide to change it.... Last year, [Justice 

Sonia Sotomayor] testified that Heller was settled law. 

But last month, she joined in a dissenting opinion in 

McDonald urging it be overturned, saying she did not 

believe the Second Amendment conferred a fundamental 

individual right to keep and bear arms." 

* Sen. George LeMieux (R-FL): "I am also 

concerned about Solicitor General Kagan's views on the 

right to bear arms enumerated in the Second 

Amendment. I think she has too little regard for some of 

our Constitution's most fundamental protections. As a 

law clerk, she was dismissive of the Second Amendment, 

saying she was not sympathetic to the amendment."  

* Sen. Mike Crapo (R-ID): "I am convinced 

[Kagan] does not believe the Second Amendment 

reserves to all Americans a strong and broad right to 

bear arms.... Countless law-abiding Americans were 

denied their constitutional rights to keep and bear arms 

for way too long. It is imperative that the next Supreme 

Court Justice fully understand and accept and support 

these rights. I am not convinced that Ms. Kagan does, 

and that causes me great concern."  

* Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-TX): "[I have] 

serious concerns about her Second Amendment views 

and her correlating judicial record on the Second Circuit 

Court."  

* Sen. John Ensign (R-NV): "When I had the 

opportunity to ask Ms. Kagan about her views on the 

Founders' intent of the Second Amendment, she informed 

me that although she had read much analysis regarding 

the Second Amendment, she had never studied its history 

or origin. Certainly, this statement was surprising to me, 

especially given her documented history of hostility 

toward the Second Amendment."  

* Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-AK): "The conclusion I 

draw from all this is that Ms. Kagan is, at best, 

uninterested in the Second Amendment at this point in 

her career. At worst, she is unsympathetic to the millions 

of Americans who, similar to this Senator, believe the 

Second Amendment is one of the most important of our 

constitutional liberties."  

These statements are just the tip of the iceberg.  

Senators who voted for Elena Kagan cannot claim 

ignorance. They voted anti-gun, and we need to let them know 

that we, the American people, are coming to take back our 

government on Election Day. 

They need to hear over and over again that "we will 

remember in November." 

 

 

New Gun Week News Alerts (below): 

Chicago adopts new gun regs, lawsuit filed 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

Within days of the historic Supreme Court ruling in the 

Second Amendment Foundation's lawsuit that incorporated 
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the Second Amendment to apply to state and local 

governments, the City of Chicago adopted strict new 

handgun regulations, effectively ending a 28-year ban that 

was at the core of the case. The vote was 45-0. 

And four days after that, the Illinois Association of 

Firearms Retailers (IAFR) and four Chicago residents filed 

a federal lawsuit challenging the new regulations on 

constitutional grounds. The National Rifle Association 

announced its support of the lawsuit but is not joining as a 

plaintiff. 

The case is known as Benson v. City of Chicago, and is 

named for Brett Benson, one of the individual plaintiffs. 

Other plaintiffs are Raymond Sledge, Kathryn Tyler and 

Kenneth Pacholski. The lawsuit was filed in US District 

Court for the Northern District of Illinois, Eastern Division. 

Representing the plaintiffs are attorneys Stephen Kolodziej 

with Brenner Ford Monroe & Scott in Chicago, and Charles 

J. Cooper, David H. Thompson and Jesse Panuccio with 

Cooper & Kirk in Washington, DC, with Brian S. 

Koukoutchos as designated local counsel. 

The ruling in McDonald u. City of Chicago remanded 

the actual ban back to the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals 

for rehearing under the new Second Amendment 

incorporation, but the city did not wait since the ruling 

essentially nullified the ban. Joining SAF in the landmark 

case were the Illinois. State Rifle Association and four local 

residents, including Otis McDonald, for whom the case was 

named. 

Under Chicago's new handgun guidelines, firearms 

training would be required and handgun owners must 

register their handguns with the city. There will be no carry 

of handguns outside the home, and citizens are allowed to 

have only one operable handgun in the home at any one 

time. Other firearms, including handguns, must be locked or 

rendered inoperable. 

Nobody will be allowed to "carry or, possess a firearm 

without" a "Chicago Firearms Permit" (CFP) and such 

permits are not available to anyone under age 21 unless that 

person (between the ages of 18 and 21) has written consent 

from his parent or legal guardian. 

The Benson lawsuit alleges that "the ordinance 

impermissibly burdens the exercise of the right to keep and 

bear arms by all law-abiding adults under the age of 21 and 

effectively prohibits the exercise of such rights by such 

individuals who do not have parents or guardians, or whose 

parents or guardians refuse to give consent...or whose 

parents or guardians are ineligible for obtaining their own 

CFP or FOID (Firearm Owner's Identification Card)." 

According to the Chicago Tribune and Chicago Sun 

Times, Chicagoans may only register one handgun per 

month for each adult in the home. A $100 "Chicago 

Firearms Permit" is required and it must be renewed every 

three years. There is also a $15 application fee for each 

firearm. Firearms would not be allowed outside the home, 

even on a front porch, in a garage, backyard or workshop, 

and carrying a gun from home to one's place of business—

as in the case of a shop keeper—is also prohibited. 

Another tenet of the new gun regulations could become a 

key issue in the case. Under the new package, nobody can 

obtain a CFP without first having completed a firearm 

safety training course. However, under the new measure, the 

city prohibits shooting galleries, gun ranges "or any other 

place where firearms are discharged." As a result, the 

lawsuit asserts, "the ordinance dictates that there can be no 

place in Chicago where one can obtain the firearms training 

that the ordinance itself mandates." Plaintiffs argue that 

"this provision impermissibly burdens the right to keep and 

bear arms...and effectively denies the right entirely for 

individuals who lack the means to travel to a jurisdiction 

where firearms training is available." 
IAFR Executive Director Whitney O'Daniel told Gun 

Week that his group's involvement in the lawsuit is limited 

to the section of the new ordinance that prohibits gun shops 

inside the city. He said there are at least two federally-

licensed firearms dealers now in the city, although it 

appears only one may have a retail gun shop. 

The retailer organization was only formed two years 

ago, and already it has some 100 members, O'Daniel said. 

Initially, Mayor Richard Daley wanted to require 

liability insurance for gun owners, but that idea was 

scrapped over objections that such insurance would be 

expensive and thus be discriminatory against poorer 

residents. He had also wanted to limit citizens to just one 

handgun per person. That proposal was amended to one gun 

per month. 

The new regulation package also bans so-called "assault 

weapons," and anyone in possession of ammunition must 

also have a current Firearms Owner Identification (FOID) 

card. 

SAF Executive Vice President Alan Gottlieb told Gun 

Week that it was "obvious" the city had been working on the 

new handgun control package for some time, in preparation 

for a negative ruling by the Supreme Court. 

"They didn't just come up with these new rules in a few 

days," he said. 

Gottlieb also noted that the regulations are "as restrictive 

as anyone could imagine," an argument supported by the 

lawsuit document, which quotes members of the city council 

criticizing the Supreme Court's McDonald ruling, and 

essentially boasting that the new ordinance was crafted to 

"try and create as restrictive a tool as possible." 

Newspaper editorials and columnists suggested that 

Chicago was doing everything possible to get around the 

high court ruling, which did not actually overturn the ban as 

the Heller ruling did in the District of Columbia two years 

ago. 

That the case was remanded back to the 7th Circuit 

Court for review seems to be a formality, though. It is all 
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but guaranteed that the ban will be stricken as 

unconstitutional under the Supreme Court's new 

incorporation ruling. The New GUN WEEK, August 1, 2010 

 

Louisiana `guns-in-church' law, two other 

bills effective Aug 15 
Almost immediately after Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal 

(R) signed legislation allowing guns to be carried in houses 

of worship in his state, the political fireworks started. 

Critics of the legislation argue that it is improper to 

allow firearms in churches, and that if a church worries 

about security, then it should hire police officers. They 

contend that churches should be places of worship, and guns 

should not be part of that experience. 

Under the new law, private citizens who pass training 

and background checks can carry them into mosques, 

churches and synagogues or other houses of worship—

except those on school property—as part of a "security 

force." 

This bill is reminiscent of the attack at the New Life 

Church in Colorado Springs, CO, in 2007 in which an 

armed private citizen, Jeanne Assam, acting as a security 

officer opened fire on a suspected gunman in the foyer of 

the church. The gunman, Matthew Murray, 24, had only 

hours before, fatally shot two people at a Christian 

missionary center. When he showed up at the church, he 

murdered two sisters in the parking lot before entering the 

building and being shot by Assam. 

Under the new Louisiana statute, according to the 

Associated Press and 

WXVT News, people chosen to act as security officers 

must undergo eight hours of training each year. The pastor 

or church leader must announce that there will be armed 

individuals on the property as security officers, and the law 

does allow churches to take the option of hiring off-duty 

police or professional security guards. 

Jindal also signed two other pro-gun measures. SB-534, 

introduced by state Sen. Troy Hebert (I-22nd Dist.), will 

allow for possession and transportation of lawfully-

possessed firearms in Louisiana's state parks, historic sites, 

preservation areas, wildlife refuges, and wildlife 

management areas, as well as allowing gunowners to carry 

a firearm for self-defense in National Parks and Wildlife 

Refuges located in the Pelican State. 

HB-556, introduced by state Rep. Ernest Wooton (R-

105th Dist.), exempts concealed carry licensees from the 

ban on carrying within a 1,000-foot "Gun Free School 

Zone." State law prohibits any individual, even concealed 

carry permit licensees from possessing a firearm within 

1,000 feet of any school property. An individual did not 

have to know that he or she was within the prohibited zone, 

and the penalty for violation of the statute was a felony. 

This new legislation takes effect Aug. 15. The New GUN 

WEEK, August 1, 2010 

 

NRA opposes Kagan for court, will score 

voting 
The National Rifle Association (NRA) announced on 

July 1 that it will oppose Senate confirmation of Elena 

Kagan's nomination to the Supreme Court and plans to 

score senators' votes in its annual evaluation of their 

records, according to Congressional Quarterly. 

The confirmation vote in the full Senate could come at 

any time after the lawmakers return from their Independence 

Day break. 

"Unfortunately, Ms. Kagan's record on the Second 

Amendment gives us no confidence that if confirmed to the 

Court, she will faithfully defend the fundamental, individual 

right to keep and bear arms of law-abiding Americans," 

Wayne LaPierre, the NRA!s executive vice president and 

chief operating officer, and Chris Cox, executive director of 

the NRA Institute for Legislative Action, wrote in a letter to 

the Senate Judiciary Committee. 

As evidence that Kagan has "repeatedly demonstrated a 

clear hostility" to gun rights, the NBA letter cites a memo 

Kagan wrote years ago as a law clerk to Justice Thurgood 

Marshall saying she was "not sympathetic" to a challenge to 

the District of Columbia's handgun ban, as well as her 

policy work on the ban on so-called assault weapons when 

she was a White House aide to then-President Bill Clinton. 

The federal ban expired in 2004, but similar bans exacted in 

several states and municipalities are still in force. 

The NRA also criticized Kagan's decision as solicitor 

general not to file a brief last year in a case challenging 

Chicago's handgun prohibition. On June 28, the first day of 

Kagan's confirmation hearing, the Supreme Court ruled 5-4 

in the case, McDonald v. Chicago, that the Second 

Amendment's protections of an individual's right to bear 

arms apply to states and localities. 

Asked about that ruling at her Senate Judiciary 

Committee confirmation hearing on June 29, Kagan said, 

"That is binding precedent entitled to all the respect of 

binding precedent in any case." 

Last year, the NRA also opposed Sonia Sotomayor's 

nomination to the high court and scored the confirmation 

vote. 

The NRA letter noted, as did several Republican 

senators during Kagan's testimony during her hearing, that 

Sotomayor likewise had said that the court's earlier ruling 

that the Second Amendment guaranteed an individual's right 

to bear arms in federal jurisdictions was "settled law." The 

New GUN WEEK, August 1, 2010 
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Judge tells sheriff issue permit, study First 

Amendment 
A federal judge in Iowa has ordered the sheriff of 

Osceola County to issue a gun permit to a local resident that 

had been previously denied, apparently because of his First 

Amendment activities, and also ordered the sheriff to take a 

college-level course "involving the First Amendment." 

US District Court Judge Mark W. Bennett issued the 

ruling in early July in a case involved Paul Door, a resident 

of Ocheyedan, and his son, Alexander. Both were denied 

gun permits by Sheriff Douglas L. Weber. 

According to the Sioux City Journal, Bennett noted in 

his ruling that "This court finds a tsunami, a maelstrom, an 

avalanche, of direct, uncontroverted evidence in Sheriff 

Weber's own testimony to conclude beyond all doubt that he 

unquestionably violated the First Amendment rights of at 

least Paul Dorr." 

Des Moines Gun Rights Examiner Sean McClanahan 

noted that the ruling would "remove the sheriff's discretion 

over the issuance of an Iowa (permit.)" 

"This action should serve as a wake-up call to Iowa 

Sheriffs," McClanahan wrote. "Since 1913, sheriffs have 

had the ability to deny an Iowa Permit to Carry Weapons 

(PCW) to anyone for any reason. Some sheriffs have done a 

better job with that power than others, and it is because of 

this uneven application of their discretion that citizens have 

said enough. Lawmakers agreed, and Iowa will transition to 

a Shall Issue permit system on Jan. 1, 2011." 

During the trial, Weber acknowledged that he had denied 

Paul Door's permit because of his "lousy reputation due to 

his political activities of writing letters to the editor and 

distributing fliers," the judge wrote in his ruling Weber also 

used as a reason for denial that there was "concern from 

public. Don't trust him," the newspaper reported. 

Dorr, the newspaper said, had previously held a permit 

from the late 1990s to 2005. When he applied for a permit 

in July 2007, Weber denied the application. In 2008, the 

sheriff also denied a permit application to the younger Dorr, 

then 18. 

Weber also reportedly testified that Paul Dorr had been 

described as "a whacko, delusional, a nut job, a spook, and 

a narcissist." 

But the judge noted in his opinion that, "Giving Sheriff 

Weber more deference than is due his elected status, the 

court finds that Sheriff Weber denied Paul's application for 

a concealed weapons permit not because of the content of 

his First Amendment activity but because it was effective 

and agitated many members of the local community." 

Perhaps in his most blistering remark, the judge added, 

"In denying Paul a concealed weapons permit, Sheriff 

Weber single-handedly hijacked the First Amendment and 

nullified its freedoms and protections." 

The judge was not so accommodating for the younger 

Dorr, siding with the sheriff for having exercised his 

discretion to deny a permit application for someone under 

the age of 21. The New GUN WEEK, August 1, 2010 

 

Vicar revives old archery law 
One female vicar in the United Kingdom has revived an 

ancient law on universal arms practice by calling members 

of her parish together for archery practice, the BBC News 

reported. 

The Reverend Mary Edwards, of Collingbourne Ducis, 

near Marlborough, called residents to the village recreation 

ground on a Friday in early June and rewarded those who 

attended the practice with a bar, barbecue and live music. 

Church warden Mike Cox told the BBC he checked: "It 

seems she's still entitled to do that....Though a lot of the 

laws were repealed, that particular one still stands, so she's 

entitled to call the men of the village, and presumably the 

women and children too, to archery practice. 

Edwards said: "It's an unrepealed law from some time in 

the middle ages and I can call all the men—but I've 

extended it to all people—in the parish to archery practice. 

"We are celebrating the building of a new loo in the 

church. After all these years we have at long last brought 

running water to the church." The New GUN WEEK, August 1, 

2010 
 

CO kills ex, shoots relatives 
From the "Only Cops Should Have Guns" file comes the 

story from Long Island, NY, about Corrections Officer 

(CO) Kim Wolfe, who, according to the New York Daily 

News, "apparently snapped" and went on a shooting spree, 

killing her former girlfriend and then attacking her own 

family. 

When Wolfe was finished shooting other people, she 

drove to New Jersey, but was arrested there by police and 

taken into custody. She had a 9mm handgun in the car. 

Dead in the June 16 rampage was Wolfe's ex-partner, 

nurse's aide Stacie Williams. She was murdered during a 

work break at Nassau University Medical Center. The 

shooting followed what the newspaper said was a "heated 

argument" between the two. 

After pumping several rounds into Williams, Wolfe 

drove to her family's residence in Hempstead. There, she 

shot her uncle, Michael Williams, and her 88-year-old 

grandfather. She kidnapped a niece and tried to flee in an 

SUV to Atlantic City, the newspaper said. The New GUN 

WEEK, August 1, 2010 
 

Naked, sweaty gal steals cars 
West Texas television station WOAI-TV reported in late 

June that a woman—naked, sweaty, and covered in dirt—

stole two vehicles, including a squad car. Sylvina Beagley 
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began the incident by stopping beside the road, climbing 

into another person's stopped vehicle, and taking off. The 

man whose car she stole pursued the naked woman in her 

abandoned car and called 9-1-1. 

After leading officers on a chase, she crashed the stolen 

car and tried to run. Officers eventually caught up with her, 

but were unable to restrain her. 

Captain Tom McLachlan of the West Valley City Police 

Department told WOAI-TV, "She did have blood on her 

body from the initial crash. She was hot and sweaty, dirty, 

and very slippery. She managed to escape the grasp of the 

two officers." 

She then got into one of the police cars, and fled again, 

but later failed to make a sharp left turn and the cruiser 

ramped off a berm and traveled about 50 feet before 

crashing to the ground hard enough to bend the vehicle's 

frame. The New GUN WEEK, August 1, 2010 

 

Victim gets murder charge 
From the "Complicated Case" file comes a story out of 

Hillsdale, MO, regarding a reported robbery and self-

defense shooting that has turned into a murder investigation. 

When 37-year-old Alvertis Harper shot 34-year-old 

Tommy Jones to death July 5, he told investigating police 

officers that he fired in self-defense during an attempted 

early-morning robbery. 

But the cops apparently got more than a little skeptical 

at the story, and in the end, they had Harper in handcuffs, 

facing a charge of second degree murder, according to 

KSDK and KMOV news. Both stations report that Jones 

was killed at the scene, and that it was not immediately clear 

exactly what had happened, or if there was a motive for the 

shooting. The New GUN WEEK, August 1, 2010 

 

Robber killed by armed clerk 
Say a belated goodbye to Tyrone Roy Pinkney, a 23-

year-old of Lantana, FL, who tried to rob a convenience 

store and took a one-way detour to the morgue. 

According to the Sun Sentinel newspaper, Pinkney 

strolled into the store in Delray Beach on July 3, pulled a 

gun and demanded cash. When one of the clerks ducked for 

cover, Pinkney fired a shot at him, and then a second clerk 

came up with his own gun and fired back. 

A bullet hit Pinkney in the chest and he ran, but not very 

far. Police found him face down a few blocks away, still 

holding the pistol in his right hand. 

Nobody else was hurt in the shooting, the newspaper 

said. Police were investigating whether this holdup attempt 

was linked to another convenience store shooting about 30 

minutes previously in which a clerk and customer were 

gunned down. The New GUN WEEK, August 1, 2010 

 

Alaska to restore firearms rights to some 

felons 
Alaska Gov. Sean Parnell signed House Bill 408, known 

as the Second Amendment Rights Restoration Bill, into law 

on June 22 in Palmer at the Matanuska Valley Sportsmen's 

Range. 

Alaskan lawmakers created the bill after the US 

Supreme Court ruled that Second Amendment rights 

restoration must pass an all-or-nothing test and that state 

and federal laws must be the same. According to KTVA, the 

legislation was sponsored by the House Judiciary 

Committee. Beginning on Sept. 19 the law will apply to 

felons convicted of nonviolent crimes, so long as they have 

served their sentences, have had a pardon, fulfilled all the 

requirements of the state corrections system, or at least 10 

years after their felony conviction. 

The law now aligns Alaska with about a dozen other 

states that have restored complete gun rights to felons so 

long as they were not convicted of crimes against a person. 

Under current state law, 95% of convicted felons' rights are 

restored in Alaska, but not in relations to firearms. The New 

GUN WEEK, August 1, 2010 
 

Pawnbroker kills Chicago robber 
Chalk up another point against Mayor Richard Daley's 

stubborn defense of Chicago's quarter-century handgun ban 

with the slaying of an armed robber who turned out to have 

a criminal record. 

The storekeeper who fatally shot Michael McMillion 

also may have wounded one of his two accomplices, 

according to the Chicago Tribune. 

McMillion, 24, reportedly had a prior robbery conviction 

in 2006, but he drew a sentence that put him in Cook 

County's sheriff's boot camp program. The newspaper 

said McMillion was one of four men who had been indicted 

on robbery and armed robbery charges, but a guilty plea on 

the robbery charge resulted in the dropping of the more 

serious armed robbery charge. 

The robbery occurred at Fullerton Pawners, the 

newspaper said. The Tribune reported that the shop is 

owned by Joseph Barats, who apparently declined comment 

when a reporter tried to reach him at home. 

Several nearby businesses have been 

robbed at gunpoint during the past year. The New GUN 

WEEK, August 1, 2010 
 

Maybe securing US borders is too hard: for 

Washington 
by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor 

It doesn't seem to matter which political party is in 

control of federal agencies. Both Republicans and 

Democrats have seemed bent on a "look-the-other-way" 
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border control policy, with the focus on amnesty because 

the problem of illegal entries they have ignored for decades 

has gotten too big for them to come up with a solution other 

than amnesty. 

That seemed to be the strategy of the Bush 

Administration and is now the strategy of the Obama 

Administration. 

And it seems that they don't want anyone else to come up 

with a different solution. 

Perhaps that would be too difficult, considering the work 

involved and the many special interests that either want the 

cheap labor, or are too kindhearted to ever say "No." 

When the state of Arizona passed a law that allows its 

state and local law enforcement agents to enforce existing 

federal laws against illegal entry, the President and his 

attorney general, Eric Holder, set off a hue and cry among 

the media and a number of lesser politicians who have 

tarred Arizona as "anti-immigration." Yet it has been 

reported that many states are following the fight between 

Washington and Phoenix, because they are also considering 

following the Arizona model. 

In a sense, Arizona's law is designed to help federal 

immigration authorities enforce their own laws against 

illegals—statutes that the feds have largely ignored. The 

Arizona law was crafted carefully to mimic federal laws on 

the books precisely to avoid a lawsuit based on federal 

supremacy. 

The bill's primary sponsor, Arizona state Sen. Russell 

Pearce, shrugged off the administration's lawsuit filed on 

July 6, telling Fox News: "We knew they were going to sue. 

This was written based on their law, knowing they were 

going to sue. We will prevail. 

"They're looking for an easy way to find a liberal judge 

who will put a TRO (temporary restraining order), so they 

can usher in amnesty. It is a policy of non-enforcement. 

This administration . . . it's about time we elect people that 

have a sacred, and a solemn duty, to the Constitution." 

Apparently unable to substantiate its earlier "racial-

profiling" allegation, the Administration instead focused its 

lawsuit narrowly on the Supremacy Clause in the US 

Constitution. 

Actually, the federal suit is just one of about seven that 

have been filed to prevent Arizona from enforcing illegal 

immigration laws that had previously been enacted by 

Congress but ignored by several US administrations. 

The media seems generally inclined to marginalize 

Arizona's governor, lawmakers and citizenry over the law. 

However, some legal scholars are suggesting that Eric 

Holder's lawsuit is very likely to fail. 

And that's an outcome that many Americans actually 

believe is just. You won't hear from anyone's lips in 

Washington, or read about it in your newspaper, but the 

American public, including many who came legally from 

Mexico and other parts of the globe, seem to side with the 

authorities in frustrated border states. 

Here on the northern border this morning, AM radio 

station WBEN in Buffalo, NY, ran a poll on whether 

listeners approved of the federal suit against Arizona's law. 

The reported response was a whopping 88% against the 

filing of the US court action. 

Your might wonder why? Then again, you may have 

seen the criminal consequences of a laissez faire policy 

regarding enforcement of federal immigration laws. 

How serious is the situation along the US-Mexican 

border? On July 2, The New York Times reported that 21 

people were killed in a Mexican border area on the day 

before during a fierce gun battle between suspected 

members of rival drug gangs, quoting Mexican authorities, 

who reported taking another nine survivors into custody, 

including six with bullet wounds. 

The Times said the bloodshed took place only 12 miles 

from the US border, in Sonora, a Mexican state famed for 

its beaches but whose interior has increasingly been 

consumed by drug violence. In the last year, the rate of 

killings has only surged, and this year is already on track to 

become the deadliest in half a decade. More than 5,000 

drug-related killings have occurred thus far in Mexico, 

nearing or eclipsing the 6,500 killed in 2009 alone. 

The issue isn't "immigration." The issue is public safety. 

Here' what Fred McDaniel, a Gun Week reader from El 

Paso, TX, called to our attention in a recent letter to the 

editor: 

"I am glad that you all printed (Gun Week, July 1, 2010) 

the article about the two illegal aliens that got caught in 

McAllen, TX, with the 147 'assault rifles,' 150 high 

capacity magazines, and 10,000 rounds of ammo that were 

destined for illegal import into Mexico. This at least informs 

your readers what we are faced with here on the border. 

What most people do not know and what the news media is 

not reporting is the follow-up to the story. 

"One of the illegals got 10 days in jail while the other 

one only got 45 days in jail! Quite a sentence for gun 

running these days. The FBI agent that got caught here in El 

Paso just selling guns without a license faces 6-10 years! 

"The El Paso Times is not fond of my comments in the 

letters to the editor column but somehow this one slipped by 

their editorial board and was printed. Needless to say, it has 

caused quite a stir and I have received numerous calls 

wishing to discuss my opinions on the matter (some have 

been rather vocal about my choice of using the term "illegal 

alien" and pointing out Calderon's hypocrisy). 

"As I said in my letter, where in the hell is the Bureau of 

Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and why the 

lenient sentences?" 

In addition to informing El Paso readers in his published 

letter about the light sentences given the two gunrunning 

illegals and Mexican President Calderon's call for gun 
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control in the US Congress, McDaniel's letter to The Times 

editor said: 

"The Democrat politicians and Calderon want to take 

away our Second Amendment rights as Americans, but 

when two of their cherished illegals flagrantly break our 

firearms laws, they get a vacation with room and board, on 

us, for only a short period of time." 

Well said, Mr. McDaniel. And kudus to the 88% of 

Western New Yorkers who think the feds should lose their 

suit against Arizona. Stay tuned! The New GUN WEEK, 

August 1, 2010 
 

Western wolf population growth raises park 

self-defense issue 
by Dave Workman,Senior Editor 

Call it the law of unintended consequences; expanding 

wolf populations in several western states has gotten public 

attention and an informal survey of outdoorsmen and 

women suggests uniform agreement that if confronted by an 

aggressive wolf or pack, people would kill them in self-

defense. 

The concern over aggressive wolves is not without some 

justification. Earlier this year, a wolf pack in Southwest 

Alaska killed school teacher Candice Berner, and five years 

ago in Saskatchewan, wolves attacked and killed an Ontario 

University student named Kenton Carnegie. 

While the overwhelming focus on wolf population 

expansion in Montana, Idaho and Wyoming has been 

dominated by the impacts they, and bears, are apparently 

having on game populations and livestock, the likelihood is 

growing that at some point, humans and wolves will interact 

in an unpleasant way somewhere in the Lower 48. 

Now, with wolves reported in the northern Cascade 

Mountains of Washington state, one more venue has been 

added to the equation. Where 150 years ago wolves roamed 

far and wide across the West and there was less likelihood 

of an encounter, today that is not the case. Millions of 

people visit the western wilderness every year, to hike, fish, 

camp and hunt big game. 

Because defensive firearms are now allowed inside 

national parks, it may be only a matter of time before a 

citizen uses a gun in defense in a confrontation. It already 

happened in a confrontation between two hikers and a 

grizzly bear in Alaska's Denali National Park. Several 

rounds from a .45-caliber semi-automatic pistol killed the 

bear, which the shooter reportedly believed was about to 

attack his female companion. 

The May 28 incident was the first known killing of a 

bear inside the park's wilderness area by a recreational 

visitor, said park public affairs officer Kris Fister. At press 

time, the shooting was still under investigation, she said. 

Though it was an isolated event, people took notice of the 

defensive gun use and the difference it made when, about 

three weeks later, a 70-year-old man was killed by a grizzly 

outside of Yellowstone National Park after the bear had 

recovered from being tranquilized for examination by 

biologists. Authorities later shot the bear from a helicopter 

after tracking the animal by its radio collar. 

Now come the wolves, which the Rocky Mountain Elk 

Foundation (REMF) is blaming for a serious decline in 

specific elk herd populations in Montana and Wyoming. 

There are also concerns that wolves may prey on an 

endangered woodland caribou herd in northern Idaho (that 

herd also ranges into neighboring Washington). 

According to RMEF, the Northern Yellowstone elk herd 

has dropped from an estimated 19,000 animals in 1995 to 

approximately 6,000 elk in 2008. Likewise, the 

Yellowstone's Madison Firehole elk herd population has 

plummeted from 700 animals to a reported 108. 

RMEF CEO David Allen told Gun Week that "nobody 

really knows for sure" how many wolves are actually 

roaming the wilds of western Montana, Idaho and 

Wyoming, but he is convinced that "I am fairly confident 

that the numbers we're hearing are certainly the extreme 

minimum at best, and at worst it is significantly above those 

numbers." 

Allen is concerned about diminishing elk populations in 

key areas where wolves have moved in. Most notably, he 

laments low calf survival in hard-hit herds, sometimes 

below 10%. He said wildlife biologists should be 

"absolutely, unequivocally embarrassed and nearly ashamed 

of what's going on." 

"This is unacceptable by anybody's standards in good 

wildlife science," he said. 

Allen also contended that the wolf introduction program 

has a sinister side that is not getting attention, and it should. 

"This is not about wolves," he maintained. "In my mind 

and a lot of other minds, this is absolutely not about wolves. 

It is not about anything but an anti-hunting, anti-gun 

ideology. It's very definitely an ideology war going on and 

this is one of the tactics that are being employed against 

hunters...I totally believe that." 

He cautioned that as wolf populations grow, anti-

hunters—who are typically anti-gun—will use wolves as an 

excuse to argue for reduced hunting opportunity, to protect 

a "prey base" for the wolves at the expense of hunters and 

hunting opportunity. 

The organization asserts on its 

website that "Wolf numbers in Idaho, Montana and 

Wyoming have far exceeded the original goals of 30 

breeding pairs and 300 total wolves. Population estimates 

now exceed 1,700 wolves. And yet others want to push the 

total up to 2,000 to 5,000 wolves." 

Wolf advocacy groups dispute the numbers and have 

been bitterly fighting in federal court to have wolves re-

listed as endangered in Montana and Idaho, where hunting 
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seasons were opened last year on a limited basis to control 

the populations. 

Jim Hampton, senior special agent with the US Fish & 

Wildlife Service, told Gun Week that any time an 

endangered species is killed, there will be a full 

investigation. It would be up to a US Attorney to file 

charges, depending upon the outcome of that investigation, 

but Hampton stressed that such a killing "better be in self-

defense." It may not be an adequate explanation to federal 

and state wildlife authorities to claim a shooting was to 

prevent a wolf from devouring livestock or domestic 

animals. 

Traditionally, wolf advocates have argued that the large 

canine predators only take sick or old animals, but RMEF 

disputes that claim. Again, from the foundation's website, 

Gun Week extracted this assertion: 

"Studies show that wolves kill up to 23 elk per wolf from 

November through April alone or up to 40,000 elk in just 

six months. A smaller but still significant number are killed 

from May through October; with total annual elk kills by 

wolves just for food potentially greater than 50,000 at the 

present level of wolf population. This accounts for only the 

elk needed for food, not surplus killing, which are elk killed 

by wolves and not eaten, which also occurs. The majority of 

all these kills are not elk that are sick or old." 

The two reported fatalities in North America are not the 

only such deaths. Other anecdotal reports have surfaced 

from around the northern hemisphere. The New GUN WEEK, 

August 1, 2010 
 

Interesting comments pro & con on 

landmark McDonald decision 
Gathered by Gun Week staff 

Many Gun Week readers will share the same surprise at 

the McDonald ruling as freelance writer Doug Nielsen, a 

conservation educator for the Nevada Department of 

Wildlife, writing regularly in, the Las Vegas Review-

Journal on Thursdays, with the disclaimer that his column is 

not affiliated with or endorsed by the NDOW. 

"I find it ironic, however, that as we celebrate our 

independence from a king's tyranny, it took yet another 

decision by the nation's highest court to remind our elected 

officials they cannot arbitrarily set aside the personal 

freedoms that our founding fathers established in the 

Constitution and the Bill of Rights. What I can't understand 

is how the vote was not unanimous. After all, the Bill of 

Rights is written in pen and permanent ink, not pencil." 

The true character of governance in Chicago might have 

been summed up by John Kass in the Chicago Tribune. 

"As Independence Day approaches, let's remember that 

our Founding Fathers created a marvelous document to 

protect individual freedoms from the aggressions of 

government. 

"We call this the Constitution. 

"But along The Chicago Way, there is another text, full 

of decrees. The dusty scroll must be buried deep in4.a vault 

at City Hall, because few, if any, have ever seen it. 

"Still, Chicagoans know its power. Some may call it the 

Edict of Shortshanks. Others call it The Mayoral Carta. But 

most refer to it simply by its common name: The 

Daleytution...." 

After the mayor's news conference, I ran into Colleen 

Lawson, one of the plaintiffs in the handgun case against the 

Daley administration. 

"She and lawyer David G. Sigale were in the hallway. 

They said they'd challenge whatever restrictions Daley 

comes up with. I figure they'll win. 

" `One of the greatest things that has come about as a 

result of our lawsuit is the awareness of citizens that things 

here in Chicago are not the way things are supposed to be,' 

Lawson said. `That the rest of the country doesn't work like 

this. That it doesn't have to be like this. That you don't have 

to be bullied.' 

"What she doesn't seem to understand is this: The rest of 

America has the Constitution. But Chicago has the 

Daleytution. 

And that's the law of this land. 

One immediate benefit of the McDonald decision might 

surprisingly be in Oklahoma not Illinois, as explained by 

Robert Dowlut, in the Tulsa World, June 30, 2010. 

"The US Supreme Court's McDonald v. Chicago 

decision will have a practical benefit for citizens of 

Oklahoma. They are now guaranteed the right to keep and 

bear a pistol. 

"Oklahoma Constitution Article II, section 26, 

guarantees: `The right of a citizen to keep and bear arms in 

defense of his home, person, or property, or in aid of the 

civil power, when thereunto legally summoned, shall never 

be prohibited; but nothing herein contained shall prevent the 

Legislature from regulating the carrying of weapons.' 

"This broad language, adopted in 1907, did not prevent 

the Oklahoma Supreme Court from adopting a narrow 

interpretation of this right. In 1908, in Ex parte Thomas, the 

court held that the citizens of Oklahoma were not 

guaranteed the right to keep or bear pistols and that the 

constitutional term `arms' was restricted to those firearms 

necessary for a militiaman. In 1999, in State Bureau of 

Investigation v. Warren, Bill of Rights as a matter of 

original intent. The Court got it right in McDonald but how 

it came to do so will fascinate students and commentators 

for some time to come." — Robert Cottrol in a post on 

scotusblog.org titled, "Incorporation, Irony and History." 

And another commentary praising Justice Clarence 

Thomas' separate assenting opinion said:  "Of the nine 

justices and their five concurring and dissenting opinions, 

only Justice Clarence Thomas really got it right. Justice 

Thomas joined with Chief Justice Roberts and Justices 
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Scalia, Kennedy and Alito in declaring the Second 

Amendment applies to the states and overturning Chicago's 

handgun ban as a violation of that amendment, but only 

Justice Thomas based his decision on the Privileges or 

Immunities clause of the 14th Amendment rather than the 

Due Process clause that the others relied on. 

"As a practical matter, the mechanism used to apply the 

right to arms to the states makes little difference. What 

matters is that it is applied. The application doesn't change 

one way or the other, but many constitutional scholars were 

hoping that this case would be the key to correcting an 

outrageous opinion of the Court from 137 years ago, which 

emasculated the then-new 14th Amendment and paved 
the way for Jim Crow laws in the post-Reconstruction 
South."  — Jeff Knox, in the Knox Report June 29, 
2010 Text is available at www.FirearmsCoalition.org  

And Ashby Jones writing in the Wall Street 
Journal's Law blog in a post entitled, "Is His Gun-
Control Concurrence Justice Thomas' Finest Hour?" 

commented: "But in a separate concurrence, Justice Thomas 

boldly went where no justice has gone before: to the arms of 

the Privileges or Immunities Clause. He wrote: 

"IT]he text of the Privileges or Immunities Clause . . . 

command[s] that "[n]o State shall . . . abridge" the rights of 

United States citizens ... the Clause establishes a minimum 

baseline of federal rights, and the constitutional right to 

keep and bear arms plainly was among them.' 

"The rationale didn't carry the day, but many legal 

commentators were thrilled by Justice Thomas' 

concurrence." 

Karen Lee Torre, a New Haven trial lawyer, who 

litigates civil rights issues in the federal courts, concluded 

her post-McDonald decision commentary in the Connecticut 

Law Journal this way: 

"It is truly amazing that for hundreds of years, and up 

until last week, the question of whether Americans have a 

constitutional right to own a handgun remained 

unanswered.... 

"Four justices on our Supreme Court would have 

permitted local governments throughout the nation to take 

guns away from the American people. 

"We were one justice away from being deprived of one 

of the most fundamental, critical rights and means of 

protection that we have, the very exercise of which led to 

the founding of the United States. 

"Thank goodness this ruling came before President 

Barack Obama gained an opportunity to place a fifth liberal 

on that court. 

"And if that doesn't teach us about the consequence of 

elections, I don't know what will." 

Her article was entitled "One Vote Away From 

Tyranny." 

But not everyone was pleased by the SCOTUS ruling on 

June 28. The unsigned Kansas City Star editorial the same 

day claimed the court's "decision compromises public 

safety, local authority." vidual citizens, not just "well 

regulated militias," the right to bear arms.... 

"Because of Monday's ruling, those questions will be 

decided by courts—not by local and state officials who are 

aware of what's occurring in their communities. 

Needless to say, the Brady Campaign also found some 

good in the McDonald opinion. 

"That is not to say that the Court's incorporation of the 

Second Amendment is harmless. The McDonald decision 

will inspire the gun lobby and gun criminals to try to strike 

down vital, life-saving gun laws throughout the country, just 

as they brought over 260 challenges to gun laws since 

Heller. Those challenges were virtually all rejected by the 

courts, and the next round of post-McDonald claims should 

meet a similar fate. However, these challenges waste 

precious taxpayer resources and court time. And once gun 

laws are in the hands of the courts, there is always the risk 

that a misguided judge will rule that the Second Amendment 

is far broader than what the Supreme Court has ruled. But 

in the end, as Justice Alito suggested in his plurality 

opinion, `doomsday proclamations' that the decision will 

`imperil every law regulating firearms' are far from 

accurate." 

—Jon Lowy, who filed an amicus brief in McDonald for 

the Brady Center, on scotusblog.org, titIed "Much Ado 

about Not Much?" 

The anti-gunners also found solace in the comments of 

Adam Cohen on Time.com in a post headlined, "Supreme 

Court Ruling: More Bark than Bite?" 

"There is one more reason the impact of this week's 

ruling could be limited. The dissenting justices continued to 

question the thinking underlying the court's 2008 decision 

recognizing a constitutional right to carry guns. If one of the 

court's conservatives leaves and is replaced by a liberal, the 

Second Amendment could revert to what it was for more 

than two centuries: a right that belongs to states, not to 

individuals." 

Perhaps one of the most ironic commentaries came from 

a traditionally antigun Al Sharpton, on his radio program, 

June 29, 2010. 

"I would say 90% of the calls I received yesterday were 

in support of the Supreme Court and people say they want 

to bear guns. They're tired of the violence and it's very, very 

interesting. I have had a few on both sides today, but 

yesterday was overwhelming, it was stunning to me. 

"I just told Attorney Lou Meyers, lady stopped me last 

night; I did the commencement address at Boys and Girls 

High. She said I listen to your show Reverend and I want 

you to know I'm saved, sanctified by feel of the Holy Ghost, 

but if they come in my house I'm going to drop them right 
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where they stand. So, and she looked like she was in her 

eighties." 

Finally, there is sound advice and a warning from Glen 

Harlan Reynolds on PajamasMedia.com in a post titled 

"The New Normal: The Second Amendment after Heller 

and McDonald." Reynolds wrote: 

"For gun rights activists, that has both upsides and 

downsides. On the one hand, it means that some gun-control 

laws, at least, will now be found unconstitutional. Most of 

the work of doing this will be done by lower courts, which 

have traditionally been pretty dismissive of Second 

Amendment rights, but there's some sign that lower courts 

are taking things more seriously since Heller, and this case 

is likely to reinforce things considerably. Chicago's existing 

anti-gun ordinance is very likely to be struck down now, as 

it is virtually the same as the D.C. gun ban struck down in 

Heller. Other highly restrictive laws are also likely to fall.   

"On the other hand, if gun-rights activists sit back and 

expect the courts to do their work for them now, they will be 

sadly disappointed. If pressed with further cases (which 

Gura says he plans to bring), the courts will do some good. 

But the primary protection for gun rights up to now, and for 

all constitutional rights, really, is political. Judicial review 

was intended by the Framers to be a backup system, not the 

main source of protection. That was intended to come from 

the people—and realistically, because if people don't stand 

up for their own rights, courts are unlikely to take up the 

slack for long. (Especially when, as here, the protection 

comes in a 5-4 decision)."  Glen Harlan Reynolds, Pajamas 

Media June 29, 2010 

The U.S. Supreme Court's McDonald v. Chicago 

decision will have a practical benefit for citizens of 

Oklahoma. They are now guaranteed the right to keep and 

bear a pistol. 

Oklahoma Constitution Article II, section 26, 

guarantees: "The right of a citizen to keep and bear arms in 

defense of his home, person, or property, or in aid of the 

civil power, when thereunto legally summoned, shall never 

be prohibited; but nothing herein contained shall prevent the 

Legislature from regulating the carrying of weapons."  

This broad language, adopted in 1907, did not prevent 

the Oklahoma Supreme Court from adopting a narrow 

interpretation of this right. In 1908, in Ex parte Thomas, the 

court held that the citizens of Oklahoma were not 

guaranteed the right to keep or bear pistols and that the 

constitutional term "arms" was restricted to those firearms 

necessary for a militiaman. In 1999, in State Bureau of 

Investigation v. Warren, the Oklahoma Supreme Court 

chose not to overrule the 1908 Thomas decision and its 

blind refusal to pay attention to plain language. Robert 

Dowlut, Tulsa World June 30, 2010 

Justice Clarence Thomas' opinion drew special mention in 

many quarters. 

"The opinions in McDonald are rich in ironies. We have 

conservative justices authoring opinions which squarely 

confront the tragic legacy of race and its impact on 

American Constitutional history, while we have liberal 

justices wanting to largely skip over that history. We have 

on the other hand liberal justices pleading for states' rights 

and federalism while conservative justices make the case for 

the soundness of incorporating the the Bill of Rights as a 

matter of original intent.  The Court got it right in 

McDonald but how it came to do so will fascinate students 

and commentators for some time to come.  Robert Cottrol 

"The US Supreme Court on Monday clipped the 

authority of local and state governments to regulate how 

firearms are owned and used. 

"It's a bad decision and a hypocritical one from a court 

whose majority purports to disdain judicial activism. The 5-

4 ruling in McDonald v. City of Chicago ensures that 

judges, not state legislatures or city councils, will now 

determine what gun policies are best for communities. 

"The McDonald ruling compounds the damage the Roberts 

court inflicted two years ago in its District of Columbia v. 

Heller decision. In a rebuff to the federal government's ban 

on handgun ownership in Washington, DC, the court said 

the Second Amendment guaranteed individual citizens, not 

just “well regulated militias,” the right to bear arms.  

Opinion Kansas City Star  

 

Oneida, NY, nixes Microstamping 
Inaction by the Oneida, NY, Common Council sent a 

message in itself that city leaders do not support 

microstamping ammunition legislation that is on life-support 

in the recessed New York State legislature, the Oneida 

Dispatch reported. 

A resolution of support for the proposed state bill, which 

was pulled from the state Senate floor by its sponsors for 

lack of enough voted for passage, was defeated before it 

was even voted on as it was moved, but not seconded. The 

measure that would require all newly-manufactured semi-

automatic pistols to have the capability to microstamp their 

ammunition is still technically alive during the current 

session. 

The proposed legislation includes penalties to individuals 

who tamper with the microstamping component or 

mechanism of gun to eliminate its ability to uniquely mark 

its ammunition. Individuals found to have defaced the 

microstamping component or mechanism would be charged 

with a class D felony; licensed firearm dealers found to have 

sold, exchanged, transferred or delivered a gun that's 

microstamping component was damaged could face a class 

A felony. 

The bill had passed in the state Assembly on May 12 by 

a margin of 29 votes, but lacking sufficient support to pass 
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in the Senate, the bill was withdrawn as though the vote 

never happened. 

Local Assemblyman Bill Magee (D) voted against the 

bill when it appeared before the Assembly, citing Remington 

Arms'—a gun manufacturing plant in neighboring Ilion—

willingness to relocate if the legislation was passed and 

enforced, The Dispatch reported. 

Magee also questioned the technology's effectiveness. 

One of the three Democrat senators who voted against 

the bill, state Sen. David Valesky, comes from a district that 

includes the city of Oneida. An area Republican, state Sen. 

Joseph Griffo, also voted against the bill. The New GUN 

WEEK, August 1, 2010 
 

WA officials nab Licensing Dept. employee 

for ID scam for illegals 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

Nearly five years after the Citizens Committee for the 

Right to Keep and Bear Arms (CCRKBA) launched a 

national campaign urging the White House to focus on 

border control rather than gun control, federal authorities in 

Washington state arrested an employee with the state's 

Department of Licensing (DOL) in connection with a 

scheme that provided bogus driver's licenses to illegal 

aliens. 

Washington is one of a handful of states where driver's 

license applicants do not need to say if they are in this 

country legally. As a result, this scheme allegedly attracted 

illegal aliens from all over the country. 

Ironically, CCRKBA is based in Bellevue, WA, the city 

where the DOL employee was arrested. 

In cases that led up to the arrest, two illegal aliens were 

arrested with Washington driver's licenses, according to the 

Associated Press and Northwest Cable News. 

A growing number of states now require some proof of 

legal residency, but in Washington, no proof of legal 

immigration is required. All an applicant must do is provide 

some kind of residency documentation. 

Facing charges in the case is a woman who worked at 

the DOL, and apparently was working with a Brazilian 

immigrant on the scheme. That man, identified as Rodrigo 

Moura, reportedly charged $3,000 for a driver's license, 

providing DOL licensing employee Melanie Yoder with 

$500 for each bogus license transaction. In June of last 

year, she allegedly issued 45 such drivers licenses and state 

identity cards. 

A criminal complaint alleged that Moura picked up 

illegal aliens at the airport and brought them to the DOL 

office in Bellevue, after providing a fake address to use on 

the application, and giving them the answers to a driving 

test. He allegedly had all such applicants processed by 

Yoder as part of the scheme. 

In September 2005, facing a flood of illegal immigration 

and violent crime, CCRKBA urged the Bush Administration 

to focus entirely on border control rather than gun control as 

a response. The organization printed up thousands of 

bumper stickers in both Spanish and English, with the 

simple statement: Control Borders, Not Guns. 

Earlier this year, National Rifle Association Executive 

Vice President Wayne LaPierre told an audience during the 

NRA's annual convention in Charlotte, NC that the Obama 

administration should crack down on illegal aliens rather 

than attack the State of Arizona for adopting a measure that 

does what the federal government won't do about illegal 

immigration. 

Coincidentally, a second case is also unfolding in 

Washington state, involving a DOL employee in the City of 

Federal Way that was also revealed at the same time as 

Yoder was arrested. 

There was no immediate estimate on the actual number 

of illegal aliens who had gotten the illicit documents. In the 

Federal Way case, former DOL clerk Lacy Jones Jr. is 

alleged to have conspired with a Mexican national identified 

as Israel Velasco Diaz, who charged $500 for a state 

identification card and $1,500 for a driver's license. Jones 

got part of the fee, according to the Associated Press. 

Incredibly, Jones has a criminal record that includes 

felony convictions for robbery and theft, the Associated 

Press reported. The New GUN WEEK, August 1, 2010 

 

NYC-area coyote attacks on kids spark 

warnings 
Eerily similar to the plot of an Alfred Hitchcock movie, 

residents of Rye, NY, a suburb of the Big Apple, have been 

cautioned about keeping small children inside the home after 

coyotes attacked two young girls in June. 

The 3- and 6-year-old girls were "doing fine" after the 

separate attacks, but Mayor Doug Frank remained cautious. 

State wildlife officials were consulted in the wake of the 

attacks, but Rye Police Chief William Connors said his 

officers are authorized to shoot coyotes on sight. Animals 

are also being trapped and killed, according to the 

Associated Press. 

The younger child was playing in her own backyard 

when the coyote attacked. A playmate screamed for her 

mother, and both the mother and father chased the predator 

from the yard. 

The older youngster was bitten and scratched on her 

neck, thigh, shoulder and ear, according to the published 

report. 

A long history of human interaction may be contributing 

to the problem, the Associated Press report indicated. 

Coyotes have been common in the Rye area for several 

years, but they normally do not confront humans. The New 

GUN WEEK, August 1, 2010 
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McDonald victory: 2A incorporated to 

states 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

On a day that saw the beginning of Supreme Court 

nominee Elena Kagan's confirmation hearings commence 

and longtime West Virginia Sen. Robert K. Byrd pass, the 

US Supreme Court handed down an historic ruling that 

incorporate the Second Amendment to affect state and local 

governments. 

The case, McDonald v. City of Chicago, was brought 

against the city by the Second Amendment Foundation 

(SAF) and Illinois State Rifle Association (ISRA) and four 

local residents, Otis McDonald, for whom the case is 

named, plus Adam Orlov and David and Colleen Lawson. 

"This ruling clearly shows that the right of the individual 

citizen to have a gun is constitutionally protected in every 

corner of the United States," said Alan Gottlieb, SAF 

founder and executive vice president. "We are already 

preparing to challenge other highly-restrictive anti-gun laws 

across the country. Our objective is to win back our 

firearms freedoms one lawsuit at a time." 

And, as if to rub salt into the wound suffered by Chicago 

Mayor Richard Daley, Gottlieb announced that the 2011 

Gun Rights Policy Conference will be held in the Chicago 

area. 

Looking ahead to what seems a 

foregone conclusion that the Chicago 

handgun ban will be nullified at the 

Seventh Circuit, ISRA Executive 

Director Richard Pearson observed, 

"I'm glad the Supreme Court has 

ended the years of oppression of 

law-abiding citizens by the City of 

Chicago." 

The 5-4 ruling was written by 

Associate Justice Samuel Alito, with 

incorporation granted under the Due Process clause of the 

14th Amendment. Justices Antonin Scalia and Clarence 

Thomas filed separate, concurring opinions. In the 214-page 

ruling, the majority stated that it would not reconsider the 

Slaughterhouse cases, which essentially gutted the 14th 

Amendment's Privileges or Immunities clause. The split 

ruling clearly defines, once again as it did in the Heller case, 

that the high court's liberal faction clearly sees Second 

Amendment rights differently than the court's more 

conservative wing, and centrist Justice Anthony M. 

Kennedy. 

While incorporating the Second Amendment to the 

states, the ruling also reverses and remands the Chicago gun 

ban challenge back to the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals, 

which must now reconsider the 28year-old ban under this 

new interpretation. 

By incorporating the Second Amendment under the Due 

Process clause, the court favored the arguments presented 

by the National Rifle Association, which was granted time 

to argue its position, even though this case was filed by 

SAF and ISRA and included the Due Process argument. 

Almost immediately after the ruling was announced, the 

NRA ran a membership recruitment advertisement on The 

Drudge Report website. They also issued a statement 

identifying NRA as "a party to the case" although NRA has 

filed its own lawsuit against Chicago and neighboring Oak 

Park. 

In that statement, NRA Executive Vice President Wayne 

LaPierre called the decision a "landmark." 

"The Second Amendment—as every citizen's 

constitutional right—is now a real part of American 

constitutional law," he said. "The NRA will work to ensure 

this constitutional victory is not transformed into a practical 

defeat by activist judges, defiant city councils or cynical 

politicians..." 

Chris Cox, NRA's chief lobbyist, added this warning: 

"We will be watching closely to make sure that Chicago 

abides by both the letter and the spirit of the Supreme 

Court's decision." 

Still, the Chicago case was a victory for SAF and ISRA, 

which had fought the case through the court parallel to the 

NRA's case, which was filed the day after Chicago attorney 

David Sigale, working with SAF attorney Alan Gura, filed 

the McDonald case. 

In his majority opinion, Justice Alito noted that "Self-

defense is a basic right, recognized by many legal systems 

from ancient times to the present day, and in Heller we held 

that individual self-defense is the central component' of the 

Second Amendment right." 

He described the central elements of Chicago's 

arguments supporting the ban to be "at war with our central 

holding in Heller: that the Second Amendment protects a 

personal right to keep and bear arms for lawful purposes, 

most notably for self defense within the home." 

Alito scolded Chicago for asking the court to "treat the 

right recognized in Heller as a second-class right, subject to 

an entirely different body of rules than the other Bill of 

Rights guarantees that we have held to be incorporated into 

the Due Process Clause." 

In his concurring opinion, Justice Scalia—author of the 

2008 Heller ruling—acknowledged that he was writing 

primarily to respond to some aspects of retiring Justice John 

Paul Stevens' dissent. A separate dissent was authored by 

Justice Stephen Breyer, which was joined by Justices Ruth 

Bader Ginsburg and Sonia Sotomayor. 

This was a case that court-watchers in the gun rights 

community have been waiting for, as it reinforces their 

contention that Sotomayor is no friend of individual gun 

rights. 
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Justice Thomas, in his concurring opinion, clearly 

stressed the Privileges or Immunities argument, noting that, 

"In my view, the record makes plain that the Framers of the 

Privileges or Immunities Clause and the ratifying-era public 

understood just as the framers of the Second Amendment 

did—that the right to keep and bear arms was essential to 

the preservation of liberty. The record makes equally plain 

that they deemed this right necessary to include in the 

minimum baseline of federal rights that the Privileges or 

Immunities Clause established in the wake of the War over 

slavery" 

Justice Stevens lamented that "there is a real risk (in) 

demanding the provisions of the Bill of Rights apply 

identically to the States..." He asserted that such a standard 

would water down local measures that have "disparate 

needs and customs." He also suggested that gun rights 

supporters may ultimately not be as happy as they might 

imagine with the Chicago ruling. 

"So long as the requirements of fundamental fairness are 

always and everywhere respected," Stevens wrote, "it is not 

clear that greater liberty results from the jot-for-jot 

application of a provision of the Bill of Rights to the States. 

Indeed, it is far from clear that proponents of an individual 

right to keep and bear arms ought to celebrate today's 

decision." 

Scalia fired back in his concurring opinion, stating, "It is 

Justice Stevens' approach, not the Court's, that puts 

democracy in peril." 

Breyer argued that "there is no popular consensus that 

the private self-defense right described in Heller is 

fundamental." He also noted that "every State regulates 

firearms extensively, and public opinion is sharply divided 

on the appropriate level of regulation." Breyer also 

recognized that there is a chasm between the sides in the gun 

rights debate. He may have framed legal battles to come. 

"One side believes the right essential to protect the lives 

of those attacked in the home," he wrote, "the other side 

believes it essential to regulate the right in order to protect 

the lives of others attacked with guns. It seems unlikely that 

definitive evidence will develop one way or the other." 

Th firearms industry also hailed the 54 victory in the 

McDonald case. 

"Today's ruling is a victory for freedom and liberty," 

said National Shooting Sports Foundation President 

Stephen L. Sanetti. "All law-abiding Americans, no matter 

whether they live in a big city like Chicago or in rural 

Wyoming, have the same Second Amendment right to keep 

and bear arms. Constitutional rights don't stop at state or 

city borders. Cities like Chicago and New York and states 

like California must now respect the Second Amendment." 

"Today's decision marks the beginning of a new era of 

civil rights litigation as laws and regulations that infringe 

upon and violate the individual right of law-abiding 

Americans to keep and bear arms, protected by the Second 

Amendment, are challenged," said NSSF Senior Vice 

President and General Counsel Lawrence G. Keane. "As the 

trade association for America's firearms industry, our 

members make the products through which our Second 

Amendment rights are realized. Just as the First Amendment 

protects and shields newspapers and media, the Second 

Amendment secures constitutional protections for our 

industry." 

The McDonald case was one of the most closely 

followed reviews before the Supreme Court. It was followed 

carefully be observers and media around the world. The 

decision was handed down on the last day of the current 

court's session, with Chief Justice John Roberts and 

Associate Justice Anthony Kennedy joining the majority as 

they did in the Heller case. 

The announcement in Washington, DC, has set off 

celebrations throughout firearms organizations large and 

small all across the country. The New GUN WEEK, July 15, 

2010 
 

Reid wants vote on 'Disclose Act' before 

recess 
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) has said 

he'd like to get a Senate vote on the controversial "Disclose 

Act" before the Fourth of July congressional recess, 

according to Gun Week sources on Capitol Hill. 

Over strong opposition from the grassroots firearms 

community because of the deal that many saw as a sell-out 

by the National Rifle Association over an exemption (See 

related earlier story on Page 2), the "Disclose Act" was 

passed by the House of Representatives in a squeaker vote 

and was sent to the US Senate on June 18, where its fate 

may not be so certain. 

As this issue of Gun Week went to press, the Senate 

calendar did not list action on the measure. However, that 

means Reid could try to bring it directly to the floor without 

the usual legislative preliminaries within days of the House 

action. 

Should he do so, Senate Minority Leader Mitch 

McConnell (R-KY) would announce plans for a filibuster, 

which he has previously threatened with respect to an 

attempt by the Democratic leadership to get around a 

Supreme Court decision restricting the McCain-Feingold 

bill. 

If McConnell does push a filibuster, Reid undoubtedly 

would invoke cloture, the success of which takes 60 votes. 

Given stated GOP opposition and the uncertain status of 

some Democrats cloture is not certain.  The New GUN 

WEEK, July 15, 2010 

 

PA court blocks preemption suits 
On June 25, a three judge panel of Pennsylvania's 

Commonwealth Court issued a ruling that makes it harder 
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for gunowners to challenge local gun laws that were passed 

in violation of the state's firearm preemption law, according 

to the National Rifle Association (NRA). This was the 

second such ruling in just over a year. 

The June 25 decision involved a Pittsburgh ordinance 

that makes it a crime not to report the loss or theft of a 

firearm to law enforcement officials. 

The court, however, ruled that the plaintiffs did not have 

"standing" to sue because they had not been prosecuted 

under the ordinances. 

That was the same reasoning that was used to reject an 

earlier challenge to a similar law in Philadelphia, but in the 

Pittsburgh case it drew a strong dissent from Judge P. Kevin 

Brobson. The NRA plans to appeal the latest decision to the 

full Commonwealth Court  The New GUN WEEK, July 15, 

2010 

 

SAF files suit to enjoin NC ban in 

'emergencies' 
The Second Amendment Foundation (SAF) on June 28 

filed a federal lawsuit in North Carolina, seeking a 

permanent injunction against the governor, local officials 

and local governments from declaring states of emergency 

under which private citizens are prohibited from exercising 

their right to bear arms. 

Joining SAF in this lawsuit are Grass Roots North 

Carolina—the state's leading gun rights organization, and 

three private citizens, Michael Bateman, Virg Green and 

Forrest Minges, Jr. Named as defendants in the federal 

lawsuit are Ndrth Carolina Gov. Beverly Perdue; Reuben 

Young, secretary of the Department of Crime Control and 

Public Safety; Stokes County and the City of King. The 

lawsuit was filed in US District Court for the Eastern 

District of North Carolina. 

The lawsuit contends that state statutes that forbid the 

carrying of firearms and ammunition during declared states 

of emergency are unconstitutional. Plaintiffs also contend 

that a North Carolina law that allows government officials 

to prohibit the purchase, sale and possession of firearms and 

ammunition are also unconstitutional because they forbid 

the exercise of Second Amendment rights as affirmed by the 

Supreme Court's ruling the same day in McDonald v. City 

of Chicago, the landmark Second Amendment ruling that 

incorporated the Second Amendment to the states (See 

related story on the court's McDonald decision.) 

"Through this lawsuit in North Carolina," said SAF 

founder and Executive Vice President Alan Gottlieb, "we 

intend to show that state emergency powers statutes that 

allow government officials to suspend fundamental civil 

rights, including the right to bear arms, are unconstitutional 

and therefore should be nullified. Citizens do not surrender 

their civil rights just because of a natural or man-made 

disaster." 

SAF is once again being represented by attorney Alan 

Gura, who led the legal effort in the McDonald case and 

also won the historic 2008 Heller ruling that overturned the 

District of Columbia handgun ban. Local counsel in the 

North Carolina case are Andrew Tripp and Kearns Davis 

with the firm of Brooks, Pierce, McLendon, Humphrey & 

Leonard, LLC in Raleigh.  The New GUN WEEK, July 15, 

2010 
 

`Disclose Act' amendment furor slams 

Democrats and the NRA 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

Congressional Democrats and the National Rifle 

Association took a pounding, primarily on editorial pages 

and across the Internet, over what political pundits and 

many in the gun rights movement termed a "sell-out" 

regarding a proposed exemption from legislation that would 

restrict independent political speech prior to federal 

elections. 

Grassroots gun rights groups including Grass Roots 

North Carolina and the Oregon Firearms Federation 

expressed displeasure over the proposal. Even the fledgling 

National Association for Gun Rights accused the NRA of 

making "a deal with the devil." 

The exemption was offered for HR-5175, the so-called 

Disclose Act, sponsored in the House by Rep. Chris Van 

Hollen (D-MD) and in the Senate as 53295 by Sen. Charles 

Schumer (D-NY) with 49 cosponsors. Under the exemption 

amendment to the "Disclose Act," reportedly crafted by 

Rep. Heath Schuler (D-NC), organizations that have 

qualified for a tax exempt status for each of the ten years 

prior to making a campaign-related disbursement, had more 

than 1 million dues-paying members in the previous 

calendar year, and had members in each of the 50 states and 

got no more than 15 percent of their total funding from 

corporations or labor organizations would be exempt from 

the new regulations. 

The language, say critics, seemed to have been tailored 

specifically to the NRA, while other, smaller gun rights 

organizations including the Citizens Committee for the 

Right to Keep and Bear Arms, and Gun Owners of 

America, would still be affected. The proposed amendment 

was portrayed as a special deal for the NRA that threw 

other gun rights groups under the bus along with many other 

groups. 

NRA Executive Vice President Wayne LaPierre, 

appearing on the nationally-syndicated Lars Larson radio 

program, justified his group's apparent acceptance of the 

exemption by explaining that it is iVRA's first priority to 

make sure its members have a voice during the election 

process. 

"If they cut out the tongue of the NRA they're cutting out 

the tongue of every gunowner around the country that 
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expects us to stand up and fight for them," LaPierre stated, 

"and then they're going to be free to destroy the Second 

Amendment." 

He told Larson that he personally thinks any free speech 

restrictions are "repugnant." 

"We can't afford to risk a strategy that ends up with the 

NRA being silenced going into the 2010 and 2012 

elections," LaPierre maintained. 

He disagreed with Larson's assessment that the 

exemption offer was made because Democrats knew they 

could not pass the legislation in the face of NRA opposition. 

Larson repeatedly asked LaPierre why the NRA still would 

not oppose the measure even after they've been taken out of 

the equation, but LaPierre contended that the bill could still 

be passed and that the exemption could be removed, thus 

effectively silencing the NRA. 

"What they would have done," LaPierre insisted, "is 

have a bunch of Democrats vote our way, as many as they 

could afford...They would have held a couple back in their 

pocket and they would have rammed that thing through...I 

can't take that chance. held by congressional Democrats 

(and some Republicans), liberal activists, the media 

establishment and, at least for now, a minority on the 

Supreme Court that First Amendment protections are 

subject to negotiation. The Second Amendment surely 

cannot be far behind." 

Alan Gottlieb, chairman of the Citizens Committee for 

the Right to Keep and Bear Arms, laid much of the blame 

on the Congressional Democrats who offered the exemption. 

"The attempt by Democrats to essentially buy off the 

NRA with a tailor-made exemption should be proof enough 

that the entire measure is morally, if not legally, repugnant 

and should be rejected by Congress," he said. "While it is 

disappointing that the NRA might have accepted the 

exemption, it is despicable that the offer was ever made in 

the first place. 

"Congressional anti-gunners like nothing better than to 

drive wedges between effective gun rights organizations," 

Gottlieb added. 

Other special interest groups, including the Sierra Club 

and the US Public Interest Research Group (PIRG) lined up 

against the legislation, and these are groups that 

traditionally support Democrats. Conversely, other 

Democrat stalwart organizations, including Common Cause, 

the League of Women Voters and Public Citizen reportedly 

support the measure. Even Paul Helmke, president of the 

anti-gun Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence, was 

highly critical of the exemption proposal. 

But the heat really turned up against the bill within the 

Democrat hierarchy when Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), a 

perennial NRA opponent, blasted the proposal for giving 

special treatment to the gun rights organization. Some 

observers feared that if the proposal were removed in the 

Senate but then restored in conference, gunowners could 

still be saddled with a restriction that would essentially 

leave NRA "off the hook" but snag the smaller gun rights 

groups. 

Under fire, the NRA. released a statement that did not 

satisfy its critics. 

"In the past, through the courts and in Congress, the 

NRA has opposed any effort to restrict the rights of its four 

million members to speak and have their voices heard on 

behalf of gunowners nationwide," the statement noted. "The 

most potent defense of the Second Amendment requires the 

most adamant exercise of the First Amendment. The NRA 

stands absolutely obligated to its members to ensure 

maximum access to the First Amendment, in order to 

protect and preserve the freedom of the Second 

Amendment." 

One NRA source noted that the controversial exemption 

language was not authored by the organization but by 

conservative Democrats who did not want to face NRA 

anger, especially going into the November mid-term 

elections. The group remained opposed to the original bill, 

but if the measure were amended to meet "certain criteria" 

then NRA would take a neutral position. 

Critics quickly branded that a "sell-out." The NBA's 

response: "The NRA must preserve its ability to speak. It 

cannot risk a strategy that would deny its rights, for the 

Second Amendment cannot be defended without them. Thus, 

the NRA's first obligation must be to its members and to its 

most ardent defense of firearms freedom for America's 

lawful gunowners. 

Capitol Hill liberals, with Feinstein in the lead, were 

furious. An NRA. source told Gun Week that such 

opposition made the likelihood of passage of the entire bill 

even less certain Meanwhile, Minority Leader Mitch 

McConnell (RKK) has vowed to block the measure. 

"We had to make sure the voice of gun owners was 

protected," he added. "I don't think anybody cut a deal. 

What they did is...we were going to fight like hell and 

they exempted, they cut out the NRA because we're 

fighting like hell." 

But others do not see it that way, including at least one 

member of the :TRA board of directors, Cleta Mitchell, a 

partner at the Foley & Lardner law firm in Washington, 

DC. 

Writing in The Washington Post, Mitchell noted, "For its 

part, the NRA...rather than holding steadfastly to its historic 

principles of defending the Constitution and continuing its 

noble fight against government regulation of political speech 

instead opted for a political deal borne of self-interest in 

exchange for 'neutrality' from the legislation's requirements. 

In doing so, the NRA has, sadly, affirmed the notion 

The Wall Street Journal's traditionally conservative 

editorial page contended that the NRA had sold out to 

Democrats on the First Amendment. 
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The Disclose Act's language was described by some as a 

means to silence critics of the Democrat majority and the 

Obama administration, and of incumbents in general, by 

requiring all "nonexempt" groups to provide lists of all their 

principle contributors. 

However, Politico.com reported that Speaker Nancy 

Pelosi (D-CA) pulled HR5175 from a scheduled June 18 

vote after a rebellion by two important factions of rank-and-

file House Democrats, the conservative Blue Dogs and the 

Congressional Black Caucus. The New GUN WEEK, July 15, 

2010 

 

WA man 'plugs his plumbing' 
From the "Vasectomies the hard way" file comes the 

story out of Lynnwood, WA, involving an unidentified 

customer at a Lowe's Hardware who will likely be re-

thinking his method of carrying a pistol. 

This fellow, according to the Seattle Times, carried his 

handgun "in the waistband of his pants," and the muzzle 

was aimed at his privates. You guessed it, the gun somehow 

discharged and the bullet hit his testicles. 

A spokeswoman for the Lynnwood Police Department 

told the newspaper—with a straight face—that when the 

gun went off, "it made a loud noise and scared a lot of 

people in the store." 

The wounded man was taken to Harborview Medical 

Center in Seattle for treatment. The New GUN WEEK, July 

15, 2010 
 

Cops charge OR crime fighter 
A Gresham, OR, man is in trouble for firing at a couple 

of robbers who stole telephones from an AT&T cell phone 

store in May. 

Roger L. Witter, 48, was arrested by Gresham Police for 

"unlawful use of a weapon and reckless endangerment," 

according to the Associated Press and Seattle Times. He 

reportedly witnessed the perpetrators making off with cell 

phones and followed them outside. When they drove away, 

he fired at their tires in an attempt to detain them for police. 

But when the cops arrived, they put the cuffs on Witter 

instead. The New GUN WEEK, July 15, 2010 

 

Man robbed during open carry 
Here's one you don't see every day: A man openly 

carrying a handgun was robbed at gunpoint in Milwaukee, 

WI—where concealed carry is not legal—and now the 

outlaw has the citizen's pistol. 

According to WTMJ news, the 34-year-old gunowner 

habitually carried a pistol on his belt. His neighbors 

reportedly knew he was always armed, and evidently the 

robber did as well because he got the drop on the armed 

citizen. 

The news agency interviewed some of the man's 

neighbors, who suggested that he carried the gun to "scare 

people off." That didn't work out too well for the man last 

month. He told a reporter that he carried the gun after being 

victimized in an earlier crime, at knife point. 

He also reportedly said that open carry made him a 

target, so he is not going to do that anymore. However, he 

also said this adds fuel to the argument that Wisconsin 

should have a concealed carry statute. Currently, Wisconsin 

and Illinois are the only two states that do not have some 

sort of concealed carry law. A concealed carry law was 

vetoed twice by anti-gun Gov. Jim Doyle, a Democrat. 

Open carry activists have argued that carrying guns 

where they could be seen is a deterrent to crime. The New 

GUN WEEK, July 15, 2010 
 

Deputy probed for pier gunplay 
From the "Only Cops Should Have Guns" file comes the 

report out of Redondo Beach, CA, about a sheriff's deputy 

who was under investigation for having fired his gun during 

an off-duty incident on a crowded pier. 

The incident occurred May 24, according to the Daily 

Breeze, and an investigation was under way last month. 

Deputy Randy Barragan of Corona was arrested for 

investigation of assault with a deadly weapon, the 

newspaper reported. This occurred during an apparent 

argument on the crowded pier with his girlfriend. 

The newspaper said witnesses believed Barragan was 

trying to commit suicide because he climbed over the end of 

the pier. As police officers approached, Barragan allegedly 

drew a .38-caliber revolver. When the girlfriend, identified 

as Diana C. Rubio, told him loudly to put the gun down, 

Barragan allegedly fired one shot. She was then able to 

knock the revolver out of his hand and several citizens 

tackled him A Redondo Beach police sergeant arrived and 

slapped the handcuffs on the deputy. 

Reports indicate that both Barragan and Rubio had been 

drinking and dining prior to the incident. 

The newspaper said Barragan got out of jail about six 

hours later on $50,000 bail, and he now could face charges. 
The New GUN WEEK, July 15, 2010 

 

Schumer touted as maybe next majority 

leader 
The Washington Post in May was touting Sen. Charles 

Schumer (D-NY), the prince of the anti-gun movement in 

Congress, as a possible successor to Senate Majority 

Leader Harry Reid of Nevada. During his three-decade 

legislative career, Schumer, 59, has developed a reputation 

as a razor-elbowed, shamelessly self-serving, media-

addicted political monster. He is also arguably the single 

most effective lawmaker of his generation, The Post 

commented. 
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Now, with confidant Reid hanging on to his seat by a 

thread in the 2010 congressional elections, the Brooklynite 

is nearing the goal line of his long game. Succeeding Reid 

would make Schumer the highest-ranking Jewish elected 

official in American history and, more important for the 

uber-competitive politician, the first among peers. In 

addition to gun and crime issues, Schumer has thrust 

himself into the center of everything ranging from jobs to 

immigration to Supreme Court hearings. That momentum 

has carried him into a more intimate arena where popularity 

matters, as a former chairman of the Senate Democratic 

National Campaign, he is seen by some as the architect of 

the current Democratic majority, and assumed a noticeably 

more collegial attitude. Perhaps not coincidentally, his 

colleagues see him as the front-runner to be their leader. The 

New GUN WEEK, July 15, 2010 
 

Alabama women flock to gun safety classes 
Women in the Birmingham, AL, area are turning out in 

greater numbers than ever to take gun safety classes from 

the Jefferson County Sheriff's Office, and gun sales to 

women are up. 

According to WBRC News, at least 25% of the firearms 

sales at the Hoover Tactical Firearms gun shop, which 

opened only about nine months ago, have been to women. 

All indications point to an increasing number of citizens 

taking advantage of their right to keep and bear arms, the 

station said. 

Classes at the sheriff's department are free, and the 

course includes time on the shooting range. 

One factor sending more people to the gun safety classes 

is a couple of high-profile home invasions and burglaries in 

which the homeowners shot and killed the perpetrators. 

In one such incident reported by WRBL, the local NBC 

affiliate, a 62- year-old homeowner fatally shot a man 

identified as 54-year-old Preston Jenkins, who was 

apparently forcing his way into the older man's home. 

Jenkins reportedly had a previous relationship with the 

homeowner's wife, the station said. 

"But it shouldn't be," he said. "It's not that big a deal. 

We'll get used to it, we'll adapt and it shouldn't change our 

lives guns In parks `not a big deal' at all. We'll just be 

careful and respect peoples' rights to carry a handgun or 

shotgun or rifle." The New GUN WEEK, July 15, 2010 

 

Death sentence for China school knife 

attacker 
The former teacher convicted of a bloody knife attack at 

a school in southern China has been sentenced to death by 

the Intermediate People's Court of Zhanijiang City, although 

none of the victims in the April incident died. 

According to the Associated Press, 33-year-old Chen 

Kangbing stabbed and slashed 16 students and a teacher at 

a primary school in Leizhou City. If he is executed, he will 

follow another school killer, Zheng Minsheng, who was put 

to death in April for fatally stabbing eight youngsters in late 

March. Another man, Xu Yuyuan, was executed in May for 

having slashed three teachers and 29 children in yet another 

knife attack at a school. 

There was a rash of knife and hammer attacks at schools 

in China earlier this year. Nobody has explained why these 

attacks occurred, but the fact that China tightly controls 

firearms did not prevent the carnage. 

China typically executes condemned prisoners with 

bullets to the head. The New GUN WEEK, July 15, 2010 

 

Honored park ranger says guns in parks 

`not a big deal' 
A national park ranger honored last month by the 

National Park Service (NPS) told the Washington Post in an 

interview that the issue of guns in parks is "not that big a 

deal." 

Ranger Scott Emmerich, currently assigned to Glacier 

National Park in Montana, where he has been since 1989, 

was the recipient of the Harry Yount Award, described as 

the park services highest honor for park rangers. Yount is 

remembered as the nation's first park ranger, assigned to 

Yellowstone National Park. 

After the law took effect in February that allows private 

citizens to carry firearms in national parks for their personal 

protection—hunting and target shooting are still 

prohibited—the NPS went through something of a cultural 

adjustment. Emmerich told Washington Post writer Ed 

O'Keefe that "The adjustment for park rangers was that we 

used to react immediately. Now...you're just cautious." 

It is still not legal to carry firearms inside of any park 

building, such as a ranger station or visitors' center, but they 

are legal on the trail and in the campgrounds. 

According to Emmerich, "There are some people who 

used to say they would never hike in Glacier National Park, 

but now they do because they're packing They were worried 

about bears before, but now they can carry guns." 

Emmerich estimated that about 90% of park visitors do 

not carry firearms into a park, while about 10% do. 

"And if they do," he observed, "good for you." 

Emmerich, according to The Post article, supervises an 

area that covers 250,000 acres and includes 170 miles of 

trails, 39 miles of roads and 28 miles of rivers. There are 

four campgrounds, four lakes and the park is crossed by the 

Continental Divide. It also borders Canada for 18 miles. 

Glacier was the backdrop for Michael Cimino's financially 

disastrous 1980 western epic, Heaven's Gate, which 

historically distorted the infamous Johnson County War in 

Wyoming in the 1890s between cattle barons and 

homesteaders. 
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Emmerich acknowledged that the issue of guns in 

national parks has been "controversial" and could easily be 

blown out of proportion. The New GUN WEEK, July 15, 2010 

 

Seattle woman, stun gun victim, now packs 

pistol 
A Seattle, WA, woman who was the victim of a stun gun 

attack in her Crown Hill neighborhood told a reporter for 

KIRO 7 News, the local CBS affiliate, that she now keeps 

her handgun within easy reach all the time. 

Ruth Anne Bowen is one of at least five victims of stun 

gun attacks. A trio of female suspects was rounded up by 

Seattle police and they now face charges in the case. They 

were identified by the Seattle Post-Intelligencer online 

edition as Georgetta M. Jones, 17, who will be tried as an 

adult, Tiffany Renfro, 25, and Shelyce Kinchen, 21. 

The five reported attacks were all related to robberies in 

which victims lost credit cards and other property. A male 

was also involved in at least one of the robberies, all of 

which targeted women. The New GUN WEEK, July 15, 2010 

 

Anti-gunners still pursue microstamping's 

pie in the sky 
by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor 

On June 15, the New York State Senate laid aside 

Senate Bill 6005A, a measure that would have required all 

new semi-automatic handguns sold in the state to be 

equipped with microstamping technology by 2012, and 

expunged the vote. 

Why did the Democrat's majority leadership set it 

aside—simply 

because they didn't have the votes to pass it, and didn't 

want the bill killed with a recorded no vote. 

While some might heave a sigh of relief and consider this 

battle over, the bill could still be brought back to the Senate 

floor at any time, even as we go to press. And if it isn't 

voted on before the regular Senate session adjournment that 

usually comes at the end of June, it could be brought back 

later in the year—whenever the Senate goes back into 

session. And that's quite possible given the continuing 

dysfunction in the state capital and the continuing battle 

over the budget shortfall. 

Proponents of 56005A are continuing to push this 

extremely problematic anti-gun legislation, including 

billionaire New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg, the 

"Daddy Warbucks" of the anti-gun movement. 

The Democrat leadership placed a lot of blame for 

failure on Sen. Marty Golden (R-22nd), who wasn't in the 

chamber while the slow roll was called. 

"Today Senator Martin Golden and his Republican 

colleagues struck a victory for gun criminals and a blow to 

law enforcement," said Senate Democratic spokesman 

Austin Shafran, quoted by the New York City press. 

"It is a disgrace that a former cop took a walk from the 

chamber and refused to stand up for law enforcement and 

let politics get in the way of public safety," Shafran said in 

an effort to put pressure on the Republican from Staten 

Island, a New York City borough. 

"Microstamping gives law enforcement the tools they 

need to catch dangerous criminals and protect New York's 

families. Unfortunately, the special interests won out over 

public safety. We could say we saw Senator Golden at his 

worst, but we did not see him at all—he was absent when it 

counted most." 

Golden rejected this argument, insisting that while he 

was indeed out of the chamber (apparently taking a phone 

call), the votes of three Democrats made it impossible for 

the majority to pass the measure. 

And when confronted by some media, Golden, who is 

reported close to Bloomberg, explained why he was opposed 

to the measure. 

The three Democrats who voted no on the 

microstamping bill were state Sens. Bill Stachowski (D-

58th), Darrel Aubertine (D-48th), and Dave Valesky (D-

49th). All three of the Democrats who voted against the 

measure, put out letters to constituents and anyone who was 

interested clearly explaining why they voted no. Much of 

their language will not be a surprise to the thousands of 

New York State gunowners who called and emailed their 

state senators. 

According to most sources, only one Republican voted 

for the bill before it was pulled, Sen. Frank Padavan. 

The fingerpointing was just part of the disappointed 

reaction from the anti-gun media and disappointed anti-gun 

activists who had hoped to shove the bill through on June. 

15. It had long since passed the state Assembly. 

"...Make no mistake about it: It was the Democrats who 

killed the bill," said Sen. Eric Schneiderman (D-Manhattan), 

the sponsor of the measure who had predicted before the 

failure that he had the votes. Obviously, he didn't. 

Bloomberg released a statement expressing 

disappointment that the bill hadn't passed. He accused those 

who voted "no" on this "common sense measure" of 

listening to the "special interests instead of the 100 mayors 

and 83 police chiefs and law enforcement organizations 

across New York State who supported it." 

It's interesting to note that the 100 mayors, not 100% of 

the mayors in the state, were unable to win over all of the 

police chiefs they had appointed. 

One reporter noted that it was interesting to see the 

mayor praise so many Democrats—particularly Assembly 

Speaker Sheldon Silver, who has killed some of 

Bloomberg's big legacy projects like the West Side Stadium 

and congestion pricing—especially since he spent so many 
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years being the Senate GOP's single biggest individual 

contributor. 

Apparently it is acceptable for a billionaire to contribute 

heavily to lawmakers at a time when people in some states 

are concerned about their "pay to play" political traditions. 

Or when so many in Washington are concerned that the 

Supreme Court shot down much of the McCain/Feingold 

incumbent protection law, by trying to pass "son-of 

McCainFeingold," the Disclose Act now before the US 

Senate. Apparently, the issue isn't just money in politics, but 

whose money to which politicians, and silencing the voices 

of those who would repeat voting records. 

Many newspapers in the New York state bemoaned the 

Senate's failure to pass the microstamping bill. For 

example, William Kilfoil, of the Post Standard, was just one 

of many who claimed that state Senate should have passed 

the bill "to protect police officers." Like many, believed in 

the magical probability that a cop-killer, using a legal gun, 

would leave behind a microstamped cartridge case. And that 

since the state's COBIS cartridge case law has, despite a 

cost of millions of taxpayer dollars, still not solved a single 

crime, maybe another pie-in-the-sky scheme might work. 

Apparently lawmakers in New York believe in their state 

lottery slogan that "all you need is a dollar and a dream." 

The Albany Times Union was just one of many 

newspapers across the state that had called for passage of 

the microstamping bill. 

They even admitted that "microstamping is no panacea." 

Then they claimed that if New York passed the law it would 

be one of only two states to enact such legislation. 

But the Times Union did not report that while California 

did pass the law and even gave it an advanced effective date 

to January 1, 2010, that state has not activated the law, 

principally because it has not yet been able to certify the 

claims for the microstamping technology, which has been 

battered in several independent studies. 

In addition, those who voted against the measure, noted 

that the technology can be readily thwarted. The stamp can 

be obscured, that firing pins can be replaced. Some even 

reported that criminals can gather up their casings, 

assuming they use a semi-auto in which the microstamp is 

still operative and have the time and the presence of mind to 

do so. 

Getting some of its facts completely wrong, WNYC 

radio in New York City reported that Bloomberg traveled to 

Albany on June 15 to push the bill through the legislature, 

hoping to get a lot of Republican votes. After all, he had 

been a major contributor to many of their campaigns, and 

sided with them on many issues. 

But he went back to the Big Apple, disappointed and 

angry as well as empty-handed. Bloomberg and other gun 

control advocates still believe that requiring gun 

manufacturers to add a proprietary feature on handguns that 

will stamp shell casings with microscopic signature codes 

will solve violent crimes like magic. 

But apparently, no one ever told them that if something 

sounds too good to be true, it probably is not true. Not only 

did Bloomberg not get a bunch of grateful Republicans to 

do his bidding, he also lost three upstate Democrats opposed 

it. 

Is that the end of the issue? Certainly not. Bloomberg 

and pals may try again this year. And, if they fail, they'll be 

back next year. The New GUN WEEK, July 15, 2010 

 

New probe tracks NH knife seizure 
A criminal investigation has been launched into the 

disappearance of part of a knife inventory that had been 

seized by police in New Hampshire in a raid on Abe's 

Awesome Armaments in New Hampton. 

According to KnifeRights.Org, a court order for the 

return of cutlery to retailer Abe Foote was secured by 

attorney Evan Nappen, but when the knives were returned, 

Foot apparently came up short on the inventory by more 

than 30%. The knives were confiscated when Foote was 

prosecuted under the state's former switchblade regulations. 

The group said Foote testified before a state House 

committee earlier this year regarding the case. This was 

during a hearing on a proposed knife rights bill sponsored 

by state Rep. Jenn Coffey. 

This legislation removed all restrictions on switchblades, 

stilettos, daggers and dirks, the knife group said. It was 

signed into law on May 18. The New GUN WEEK, July 15, 

2010 
 

May NICS checks are second highest 
Background checks conducted in May of this year were 

second highest for that month in the history of the FBI's 

National Instant Check System (NICS), according to the 

National Shooting Sports Foundation. 

FBI data revealed 1,016,876 NICS checks conducted in 

May, which was down 0.6% from May 2009, during which 

there were 1,023,102 NICS checks. However, this May's 

checks were 14 .7% above the number of NICS checks 

made during May 2008. 

Since the beginning of the NICS program, 115,931,009 

checks had been conducted by June 1 of this year. The New 

GUN WEEK, July 15, 2010 
 

Sanctuary city honchos target guns but 

`comfort' illegal aliens 
by Bob Lesmeister, National Correspondent 

Schanna Gayden was gunned down in a Chicago area 

playground She was just 13 years old and the gang-bangers 

that killed her were given the green light by Mayor Richie 

Daley's politics. 
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While Daley and his administration strive endlessly to 

keep guns out of the hands of honest Chicago citizens, they 

protect the worst of society. In the case of little Schanna 

Gayden, the scenario is often repeated. The gang hit that 

resulted in Gayden's death was ordered by a gang-banger by 

the name of Mwenda Murithi. Although Gayden was not the 

target of the deadly assault, she was the unfortunate victim. 

But her death at the hands of gun wielding thugs is only part 

of the story. The downplayed elements of the incident 

showcase Daley's and his cronies' hypocrisy at its worst. 

You see, Chicago is a "sanctuary" city. In a sanctuary 

city, illegal aliens basically run free. Local law enforcement 

authorities aren't allowed to investigate, chase, nab or 

incarcerate individuals who have broken US Immigration 

laws. Kenyan-born gang-bang leader Mwenda Murithi is the 

perfect example how crime reins free under sanctuary laws 

while honest citizens are hampered by leftist anti-gun laws. 

A murder such as little Gayden's was just a matter of time 

and the Daley administration knew it. All one has to do is 

look at the facts that led up to the killing. 

Murithi was arrested 26 times. Not surprising, but all of 

this occurred after his student visa was revoked in 2003. As 

an illegal alien with free reign, he committed four felonies 

while in this country and served only 30 days in the Cook 

County Jail. The 30 days in the slammer was for a drug 

conviction which would have made his deportation from the 

US immediate. But Chicago being a sanctuary city, Daley 

officials refused to contact federal authorities. The city of 

Chicago and Cook County have ordinances against such 

common sense moves. Just days after Murithi left the gray 

bars of Cook County, he ordered the hit that resulted in 

Gayden's death. 

Chicago joins other gun-grabbing sanctuary cities for 

politically correct tragedies. In 2008 in San Francisco, an 

illegal immigrant gunned down Anthony Bologna and his 

two sons after a traffic altercation. Bologna's wife told local 

Fox News, "It was a senseless crime, and had they done 

something this animal would not have taken my family. I 

feel that the government should have stepped in. I feel that 

they allow these immigrants to come in, and how dare they 

strip our families like this." The killer had already been 

convicted of two gang-related crimes, but because San 

Francisco is a sanctuary city, federal authorities were never 

alerted. Three innocent family members were murdered so 

that a criminal illegal alien could feel at home. 

Los Angeles is trying to shed itself of its sanctuary 

patina but not before numerous illegal alien horrors. A 

Colombian gang known as Lil' Cycos exists for no other 

reasons than murder, drug dealing and racketeering. Over 

60% of this gang is made up of illegal aliens and it survives 

in southern California. 

On the other side of the nation, late last year, Fiorentino 

Martinez-Melendez was murdered in the sanctuary city of 

Virginia Beach by two illegal aliens. Two years earlier, 

Allison Kuhnhardt and Tessa Trunchant were killed in an 

automobile accident in Virginia Beach. The driver who 

killed them was a drunken illegal alien who survived the 

crash with only a minor injury. Previous to killing the two 

young teens, he was convicted on three separate charges of 

public intoxication, identity theft, and DUI. He couldn't 

speak a word of English. Virginia Beach's ABC affiliate, 

WVEC, showed that the police chief was at least culpable in 

the tragedy when it reported, "Chief Jacocks says the policy 

of not reporting illegals until after three DUI charges was 

his idea. He hoped it would let illegal immigrants feel 

comfortable if they were involved in an accident." Only in 

the far left world are honest citizens disarmed while illegal 

criminals are left to prey on the public so they don't feel 

"uncomfortable!" 

Another sanctuary city that restricts gun ownership by 

law-abiding citizens is Newark, NJ. City officials are proud 

of their gun-grabbing efforts. They may be the only ones. Its 

murder rate is three times that of New York City and 

several of these murders by illegal aliens were as vicious 

and cold blooded as any mob hit. In 2007, four kids were 

taken from a playground, lined up against a brick wall, and 

forced to kneel on the ground. Each was shot in the back of 

the head. Three died, one survived. Six were indicted for the 

murders and the driving force in this group, Jose Carranza, 

was an illegal alien. All six are alleged to have ties to the 

violent Central American street gang known as La Mara 

Salvatrucha, or MS-13. Carranza had already been indicted 

on aggravated assault and weapons charges along with 31 

counts that included aggravated assault on a 5-year-old girl. 

Another of the playground murderers had a previous rap 

sheet a mile long that included assault, robbery and 

weapons charges. 

The more disgusting aspects of these murders were the 

actions of the officials. Newark Mayor Cory Booker, New 

Jersey Attorney General Anne Milgram and Gov. Jon 

Corzine got together with other mayors to discuss more gun 

control! Never mind their idiotic sanctuary policy that 

invites illegal alien gang members. While playing host to 

murderers, the group came up with such restrictions as the 

Newark Gun Ownership Ordinance, sponsored by council' 

member Ronald Rice, that requires the registration of all 

firearms in Newark, and the Newark Gun Retailer 

Ordinance, sponsored by council member Oscar James II, 

that would restrict the placement of Federal Firearms 

Licensees (FFLs) in or near residential areas or school 

zones. What is so outlandish is that these people think it's 

perfectly okay to put arbitrary restrictions on honest 

businesses like gun shops and yet harbor illegal aliens even 

if they are drug traffickers, murderers, and rapists. 

As for Richie Daley's illegal immigrant killer, Murithi is 

now serving 55 years in prison, no doubt giving orders from 

the yard to his fellow gang members on the outside. Daley 

and his cronies claim that they don't like federal law 
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enforcement getting involved because it "undermines the 

efforts of local law enforcement" to win the cooperation of 

the immigrant communities. What they should be worried 

about is why the immigrant communities are so intent on 

harboring illegal aliens, especially gang bangers who traffic 

in drugs and murder. The New GUN WEEK, July 15, 2010 

 

Suspect in WA cop murder plot had 

officer's gun 
The suspect in an alleged plot to kill police officers in 

Snohomish County, WA, reportedly had a pistol stolen from 

a Lake Stevens police officer. 

According to KOMO News in Seattle, police found the 

handgun when they arrested Michael E. McConnachie in a 

Highway 99 motel in Everett in April. The gun was 

personally owned by a Lake Stevens officer, according to 

Police Chief Randy Celori. 

McConnachie had allegedly bragged that he was going to 

murder police officers. Evergreen State police are very 

sensitive to that since it was revealed that cop-killer 

Maurice Clemmons, who gunned down four Lakewood 

police officers last November, had revealed his plans to 

friends and family members on Thanksgiving. 

When he was arrested, McConnachie also had a shotgun 

and several pieces of soft body armor. 

KOMO said the handgun was reported stolen in August 

of last year from a school resource officer assigned to the 

Lake Stevens School District. The New GUN WEEK, July 15, 

2010 
 

SAF defends `natural right' of gun 

ownership at UN 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

Focusing on the importance of self-defense for women 

around the world, Julianne Versnel, wife of Second 

Amendment Foundation founder Alan M. Gottlieb, told a 

United Nations (UN) panel in June that "We consider the 

rights of firearms owners to be of primary and fundamental 

importance, in fact, a natural right." 

The UN's biennial meeting of the states has been 

developing a 

"Programme of Action" relating to global firearms 

regulation, and Versnel was there to explain the perspective 

of women, who are, she said, "the victims of much of the 

untoward violence in today's world." 

"As a woman," she said, "I particularly identify and 

empathize with women as victims In the context of this 

meeting and the Programme of Action, the question 

becomes how to best protect women from becoming victims. 

"You do not protect women by disarming them or those 

who would protect them," she stated. 

The Programme of Action (POA) was developed at a 

UN conference on the illicit trade of small arms and light 

weapons in July 2001. That conference was held to 

establish steps that individual nations might take to 

ostensibly "prevent the illicit trade in small arms," but it has 

been seen by many as a game plan to develop global gun 

control. 

That event raised alarms among gun rights activists and 

organizations, especially in the United States, because the 

anti-gun International Action Network on Small Arms 

(IANSA) took, by its own admission, "a prominent role in 

the conference, presenting evidence on the difficulty in 

separating legal and illegal transfers, and calling for tough 

controls on both state and non-state weapons sellers." 

Last month's gathering of nations at UN headquarters in 

New York City was the fourth in a series of biennial 

meetings concerning the Programme. The primary focus of 

this meeting which was chaired by the representative from 

Mexico was on cross-border issues with the final document 

encouraging members nations to strengthen border controls 

and enhance mechanisms for tracing illegal arms shipments. 

There will be a UN meeting in July to discuss the Arms 

Trade Treaty (ATT) which is a primary focus of the 

international arms debate. In addition, a meeting of experts 

will be held in 2011, to be followed by the next biennial 

meeting in 2012. 

SAF is a non-governmental organization (NGO) 

recognized by the UN, and this was the first opportunity for 

SAF testimony to become part of the record. 

Recognizing that "much of the policy discussion...has 

been concerned with so-called 'gender issues'," Versnel told 

the panel that women should not be expected to depend 

solely on police or the military for their personal safety. 

"The agents of a state, be they police, military or other," 

she observed, "cannot be relied upon as the sole protectors 

of women in today's world. Indeed, it is a terrible fact, that 

those very protectors are, too many times, the perpetrators 

of violence against women." 

She cautioned the panel that "future...policies or projects 

which have the effect of taking the means away from 

women to defend themselves against rape, murder, 

mutilation or sexual enslavement should be avoided." 

Versnel reminded the panel of the 1948 adoption of the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights by the UN. 

"Article 3 states that everyone has the right to life, 

liberty and the security of person," she said. "It is my view 

that inherent in the security of person is the fundamental 

right of every woman to protect herself." The New GUN 

WEEK, July 15, 2010 
 

NY gun law attorney debunks latest VPC 

media factoids 
The New York Post (June 3, 2010) reports that a study 

by the Violence Policy Center (VPC)—an anti-gun 

organization which supports banning the possession of 
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firearms—suggests that tough gun laws in New York City 

have caused fewer gun deaths. But New York gun law 

attorney Jerold Levine is criticizing the study as misleading, 

and indicates that it is completely irrelevant to any analysis 

of murder rates. 

As quoted in The Post, the study indicates that during 

2007 guns were involved in "5.07 deaths per 100,000 

people" in New York State, which is "less than half the US 

average of 10.34 per 100,000." The study then compares 

the New York gun death rate to Louisiana, which has much 

higher gun ownership, and a rate of "19.87 deaths per 

100,000 people." VPC's spokeswoman, Kristen Rand, then 

is quoted as concluding that "limiting exposure to firearms 

saves lives." 

But Levine says the study only is another in a long line 

of misleading reports, using numbers to suggest conclusions 

which do not follow. "This kind of numbers game is the 

stock-intrade of the anti-gun movement. They've never had 

any real facts, so they massage numbers and language," he 

said. "Note that the VPC does not say that murder rates are 

higher in states with high gun ownership, because they 

know that would be false. The FBI reports that America's 

murder rate is at a 43 year low, while gun ownership has 

risen over 80 million, to 300 million people in September 

2009. Yet the murder rate continues to drop nationally. 

Except, of course, in New York City, which even The Post 

reported recently is now suffering an increase in shootings 

and murder." 

The Post reported several months ago that, while the 

number of guns on the streets of the Big Apple has fallen, 

the number of gun crimes actually has risen. The New York 

City Police Department recovered 5,537 firearms from 

criminal suspects in 2010, but murders now are up 20%, 

and shootings are up 14.8%. And according to 

MSNBC.com, an estimated 6 million citizens nationally are 

licensed to carry concealed weapons, while, as noted, the 

gun homicide rate has declined—the opposite of New York 

City, where gun carry almost is totally outlawed, but the 

gun-murder rate is increasing. 

Levine added, "VPC lumps all gun deaths together—

murder, suicide, accidental death, justified shootings, etc.—

and then implies that less guns would reduce death. But it's 

nonsense. As example, VPC fails to compare how many 

gun-suicides in Louisiana would have occurred by other 

means if no gun had been present. Nor, similarly, do . they 

say how many suicides in New York would have involved a 

gun instead of pills, alcohol, or other methods. This kind of 

necessary comparison is part of Epidemiology 101, which 

naturally VPC ignores. Also ignored are the types of deaths 

involved. How many are from self-defense? People in 

Louisiana can use guns for self-defense more readily, unlike 

New York, because they don't have to jump through legal 

hoops to buy a gun in Louisiana. How many people are 

killed or injured in New York because they don't have 

access to a gun? And, of course, the VPC pays no attention 

to the fact that the New York gun-murder rate formerly 

began to drop under Police Commissioner Bill Bratton, who 

prompted 'street sweeps' that scared criminals away from 

carrying guns; they knew they'd be rousted and get caught 

with the weapon. The result was an instant drop in violent 

crime, including gun crime, though not one single gun law 

changed. The police merely enforced the laws that existed 

already. Louisiana has seen no equally strong anti-crime 

efforts. As a matter of fact, after hurricane Katrina, the 

response of New Orleans police was to go house-to-house 

and confiscate the guns of ordinary citizens; leaving them 

defenseless among roving gangs of looters." 

Rising gun purchases have been documented based upon 

background checks performed by the federal government. 

After holding at 8.5 to 9 million checks from 1999 to 2005, 

the FBI reported a surge to 10 million in 2006, 11 million in 

2007, nearly 13 million in 2008 and more than 14 million 

last year, a 55% increase in just four years. Nonetheless, 

gun-restrictive cities like Washington, DC, have incredibly 

high homicide rates. The DC murder rate is 20.5 deaths per 

100,000 population, the highest in America, while Utah, 

with its concealed carry statute, enjoys a murder rate of 

1.12 per 100,000 residents. 

The numbers demonstrate that whatever the rate of gun-

murder, it is largely unaffected by the rate of gun 

ownership. However, strong law enforcement clearly affects 

the rate of gun-murder. The New GUN WEEK, July 15, 

2010 
 

New Gun Week News Alerts (above): 

 

*************************************************

** 

 

SAF --NEWS RELEASES 

 

Tight budgets and fewer cops; time 

for citizens to 'arm up'  
By Alan Gottlieb and Dave Workman 

 

Plunging government revenues may have the 

unintended consequence - so far as tax-and-spend (and 

spend some more) public officials are concerned - of 

reminding people that we are ultimately responsible for 

our own safety. 

The pie plate is empty and inevitable cutbacks in 

important public services, including law enforcement, are 

on the horizon. It is already happening in Oakland, CA 

where the police chief has announced that officers will no 

longer respond to a broad list of crimes, if department 

layoffs go as planned. 
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What's a citizen to do? Perhaps they will follow the 

advice of Ashtabula County, OH Judge Alfred Mackey 

and Hudspeth County, TX Sheriff Arvin West. In the past 

few months, both have advised their neighbors to arm 

themselves. 

Said the judge, according to a report on WKYC back 

in April, "Be very careful, be vigilant, get in touch with 

your neighbors, because we're going to have to look after 

each other." 

Oakland Police Chief Anthony Batts is no less a victim 

of government spending out of control than, say, King 

County, WA Sheriff Sue Rahr. She is appealing to voters 

to approve a small sales tax hike to pay for sheriff's 

department services, and maintain the county prosecutor's 

office. It will likely be rejected. Last year, Rahr advised 

county residents during a series of public meetings on 

public safety that, faced with the possibility of a burglary 

or home invasion, or some other crime and the nearest 

deputy being several minutes away, she would "have a 

gun." 

According to King County Sgt. John Urquhart, 

without additional funds, his agency will be forced to trim 

48 sworn positions from its patrol staff for unincorporated 

areas of the county, Washington's most populous. That is 

a 20 percent reduction. On top of that 16 sworn positions 

for regional policing will be cut. 

Government is supposed to provide certain services, 

chief among them public safety. Over the years, budget 

priorities have become whatever self-serving politicians 

wanted them to be, however. Special programs for key 

special interest groups have taken priority over basic 

services, and have become "entitlement" projects. Some 

who have made a career of elected office rather than a 

temporary detour from private enterprise - as the 

Founding Fathers had originally envisioned public service 

- evidently never believed that the well would run dry. 

They were horribly wrong and the public is about to pay 

the price. 

The Drudge Report posted this headline: "Criminals 

Delight: Oakland Cops Won't Respond to Minor' 

Crimes." It is a sad, and sorry, signal to be sent by a law 

enforcement agency, but this situation must be kept in 

perspective. Perhaps many Americans will now re-

discover what made this nation great in the first place: 

self-reliance.  

This is not a call for anarchy but for a return to reality. 

Too many in public office have tried to create their 

Utopian dream on the backs of taxpayers, and at the 

expense of basic public needs. In the process, they have 

squandered fortunes on projects that were good for a 

headline, but didn't work and accomplished nothing. 

There is a saying in the firearms community: "When 

seconds count, police are minutes away." This is about to 

change, in Oakland and elsewhere that police agencies are 

financially strapped and facing reductions in staff and 

service. Rural agencies may be hit the hardest. When 

seconds count, police may be hours away, if they come at 

all. Faced with that potential, citizens have two choices: 

submit to victimization or fight back. 

Nobody is advocating "vigilantism," which is what gun 

prohibitionists say when private citizens arm themselves 

for personal protection. Nobody is "taking the law in their 

own hands." Armed citizens who carry guns or keep them 

in their homes or businesses are acting within existing 

law, and thanks to the Supreme Court's recent McDonald 

ruling, they now have the full force of the Second 

Amendment behind them.  

Some communities may be in for a rough ride, and 

people who heretofore have been indifferent about their 

personal safety may find themselves grateful we have a 

right to keep and bear arms. Instead of anarchy, that right 

may insure order and civility. 

Alan Gottlieb is executive vice president of the Second 

Amendment Foundation. Dave Workman is senior editor 

of Gun Week. They are co-authors of America Fights 

Back: Armed Self-Defense in a Violent Age. 
 

SAF SUES IN NEW YORK TO VOID 

'GOOD CAUSE' CARRY PERMIT 

REQUIREMENT  
BELLEVUE, WA - The Second Amendment 

Foundation has filed a federal lawsuit against 

Westchester County, New York and its handgun permit 

licensing officers, seeking a permanent injunction against 

enforcement of a state law that allows carry licenses to be 

denied because applicants cannot show "good cause." 

SAF is joined in the lawsuit by Alan Kachalsky and 

Christina Nikolov, both Westchester County residents 

whose permit applications were denied. Kachalsky's 

denial was because he could not "demonstrate a need for 

self protection distinguishable from that of the general 

public." Nikolov's was denied because she could not 

demonstrate that there was "any type of threat to her own 

safety anywhere." In addition to Westchester County, 

Susan Cacace and Jeffrey Cohen, both serving at times as 

handgun permit licensing officers, are named as 

defendants. The lawsuit was filed in U.S. District Court 

for the Southern District of New York, White Plains 

Division. 

Attorney Alan Gura is representing the plaintiffs, 

along with attorney Vincent Gelardi with Gelardi & 

Randazzo of Rye Brook, NY. Gura recently represented 
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SAF and the Illinois State Rifle Association in their 

landmark Second Amendment Supreme Court victory 

over the City of Chicago. 

Under New York Penal Code ||167|| 400.00, handgun 

carry permit applicants must "demonstrate good cause for 

the issuance of a permit," the lawsuit alleges. This 

requirement violates the Second Amendment, according 

to the plaintiffs. 

"American citizens like Alan Kachalsky and Christina 

Nikolov should not have to demonstrate good cause in 

order to exercise a constitutionally-protected civil right," 

noted SAF Executive Vice President Alan Gottlieb. "Our 

civil rights, including the right to keep and bear arms, 

should not be subject to the whims of a local government 

or its employees, just because they don't think someone 

needs' a carry permit. Nobody advocates arming criminals 

or mental defectives, but honest citizens with clean 

records should not be denied out of hand. 

"Thanks to our recent victory before the Supreme 

Court," Gottlieb stated, "the Second Amendment now 

applies to state and local governments. Our lawsuit is a 

reminder to state and local bureaucrats that we have a Bill 

of Rights in this country, not a Bill of Needs'." 

The case is filed as Kachalsky v. Cacase, U.S. Dist. 

Ct. S.D. N.Y. 10-05413 
 

SAF REPORT LIVE FROM THE UN 
The Following is an up to the minute report from 

Julianne Versnel, Director of Operations 

for the Second Amendment Foundation who is 

representing SAF as an NGO delegate at the United 

Nations ATT meeting. 

 

The Arms Trade Treaty Prep Committee began on 

July 12, 2010 and will conclude on July 23, 2010. 

Ambassador Roberto Garcia Moritan of Argentina is the 

Chair. On Friday, July 19, Non-Governmental 

Organization (NGO) representatives were told that the 

majority of the meetings would be closed to them. The 

critical discussions on the scope of the treaty will have no 

input from any non-governmental entity. Scope is critical 

in the Arms Trade Treaty process. In North America, 

some Pan Asian Countries and in some other parts of the 

world, the arms that we expect to have covered in this 

treaty are nuclear weapons. In much of Europe and most 

all of Africa, the delegates anticipate that the ATT will 

cover rifles, shotguns, handguns and ammunition as well. 

There appears little doubt that some sort of treaty will 

be adopted by 2014, if not by 2012.  It is anticipated that 

the final treaty will attempt to register all firearms, require 

micro-stamping, destruction of surplus ammunition on a 

very set schedule, registration of all firearms and 

restriction on any transfer of arms including between 

private individuals and many other restrictions. If the 

United States is a signatory and this is ratified by the U.S. 

Senate, this UN treaty would be the law. On October 30, 

2009, UN members voted in favor of an ATT.  The 

United States voted in favor of an ATT. 

The UN has an aggressive schedule of meetings 

planned to push for these restrictions and we will be there 

representing you in every way we can. We will be at the 

CTOP/COP meeting in Vienna the week of October 18 

and a General Assembly meeting at the end of October. 

In January, the five permanent members of the Security 

Council will meet and this is on the agenda. There will be 

another ATT Preparatory meeting at the end of February 

in New York. The regional UNIDIR meeting sponsored 

by the EU will start in March. We will come full circle 

with the Programme of Action Experts Meeting in May 

2011 and the July 17-21 ATT Preparatory meeting that is 

expected to offer the final draft to the treaty. 

 

SAF SUES IN MARYLAND OVER 

HANDGUN PERMIT DENIAL  
BELLEVUE, WA - The Second Amendment 

Foundation and a Baltimore County, MD man today sued 

Maryland authorities in federal court because the man's 

handgun permit renewal was turned down on the grounds 

that he could not demonstrate "a reasonable precaution 

against apprehended danger." 

The lawsuit was filed in U.S. District Court for the 

District of Maryland. 

Joining SAF in the lawsuit is Raymond Woollard, who 

was originally issued a carry permit after a man broke 

into his home during a family gathering in 2002. 

Woollard's permit was renewed in 2005, after the man 

was released from prison. That man now lives about three 

miles from Woollard. Defendants in the case are Terrence 

B. Sheridan is the Secretary and Superintendent of the 

Maryland State Police, and three members of the 

Maryland Handgun Permit Review Board, Denis 

Gallagher, Seymour Goldstein and Charles M. Thomas, 

Jr. 

SAF and Woollard are represented by attorneys Alan 

Gura of Virginia and Cary J. Hansel of Joseph, 

Greenwald & Laake of Greenbelt, MD. 

The lawsuit alleges that "Individuals cannot be 

required to demonstrate that carrying a handgun is 

necessary as a reasonable precaution against apprehended 

danger' as a prerequisite for exercising their Second 

Amendment rights." Plaintiffs are seeking a permanent 

injunction against enforcement of the Maryland provision 
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that requires permit applicants to "demonstrate cause" for 

the issuance of a carry permit. 

"Laws that empower bureaucrats to deny the exercise 

of a fundamental civil right because they cannot show 

good cause to exercise that right can't possibly stand up 

under constitutional scrutiny," said SAF Executive Vice 

President Alan M. Gottlieb. "We are supporting Mr. 

Woollard in this action because constitutional rights 

trump bureaucratic whims." 

 
SAF --NEWS RELEASES (above): 

 
*************************************************

** 

CCRKBA --NEWS RELEASES 

 

Urge Senate to Pass Firearms Excise Tax Reform Now 

On June 29, the U.S. House of Representatives passed 

the Firearms Excise Tax Improvement Act of 2010 (HR 

5552) by a vote of 412 to 6.  The bill is now pending in 

the Senate. 

The National Shooting Sports Foundation and the 

Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms 

need your help now to get this bill passed in the U.S. 

Senate. 

This legislation corrects a longstanding inequity in the 

Internal Revenue Code by permitting firearm and 

ammunition manufacturers to pay the federal excise tax 

payment on a quarterly basis, like other industries that 

support conservation through a federal excise tax. 

Currently, manufacturers pay this tax on a bi-weekly 

schedule, forcing many manufacturers to borrow money 

to ensure on-time payment. Industry members spend 

thousands of man-hours administering the necessary 

paperwork to successfully complete the bi-weekly tax 

payments -- monies that are due to the federal 

government long before manufacturers are paid by their 

customers. This excise tax is the major revenue source of 

wildlife conservation in the United States. This legislation 

will not increase the federal deficit, nor does it reduce the 

excise tax rate -- it simply changes the payment schedule. 

Call both your U.S.Senators today at 202-224-3121 

and ask them to support Senate passage of H.R. 5552 

before Congress adjourns for the summer. 

 
CCRKBA --NEWS RELEASES (above): 

 

*************************************************

** 

Gun Owners of America  NEWS RELEASES: 

Gun Owners of America E-Mail Alerts 

8001 Forbes Place, Suite 102, Springfield, VA 22151 

Phone: 703-321-8585 / FAX: 703-321-8408 

http://www.gunowners.org/ordergoamem.htm 

 

Does Your "Pro-gun" Democrat Senator 

Really Support the Second Amendment? 
Thursday, July 29, 2010 - This week, Senator Robert 

Casey voted to gut the First Amendment rights of groups 

like GOA by supporting the so-called DISCLOSE Act. 

Next week, he will be faced with a vote that will either 

protect or undermine your Second Amendment rights as 

the Senate votes on the confirmation of anti-gunner Elena 

Kagan to the Supreme Court. 

Senator Casey claims to support the Second 

Amendment and tells folks back home that he is not a 

mere puppet of the community organizer who occupies 

the White House.  And he wants you to think he is not 

beholden to anti-gun Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid. 

So, will he stand up for your gun rights and vote 

against a nominee who quite possibly could become the 

most anti-gun member of the Supreme Court? 

He hasn't said yet.   

Remember, he voted for Sonia Sotomayor after being 

assured that she recognized the Second Amendment as 

being an individual right.   

How did that turn out?  In the recent McDonald case, 

Sotomayor joined the minority dissent that could "find 

nothing in the Second Amendment's text, history, or 

underlying rationale that could warrant characterizing it 

as 'fundamental' insofar as it seeks to protect the keeping 

and bearing of arms for private self-defense purposes."  

Now comes Elena Kagan offering the same empty 

promises about respecting the Supreme Court's decisions 

in Heller and McDonald.   

Kagan said nothing in her confirmation hearings that 

would preclude her from gutting the Second Amendment 

every chance she gets.  In fact, everything that's known 

about Kagan paints a portrait of a forceful, politically-

driven gun control advocate. 

That being the case, there is NO WAY any senator 

who claims to support the Second Amendment could vote 

to confirm Elena Kagan to the Supreme Court! 

Please contact Senator Casey and urge him to 

OPPOSE Elena Kagan to the Supreme Court.  If you 

would like more specifics on Kagan's anti-gun history, 

please check out our previous Kagan alert at 

http://gunowners.org/a072010.htm. 

 

Action:  Below is a sample prewritten letter that you can 

use to communicate with Senator Casey. Please go to his 

website and paste in the prewritten letter or your own 

comments urging him to vote against anti-gun extremist 

Elena Kagan. 
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Contact info: 

Phone:  (202) 224-6324  

Webform:  http://casey.senate.gov/contact/ 

 

Prewritten letter: 

 

Dear Senator Casey, 

The confirmation hearings on Elena Kagan are over.  

Nothing that was said over the course of the week offered 

any assurances that Kagan would not be an anti-gun 

judicial activist. 

Senator, you claim to support the Second Amendment 

and have attempted to assure voters that you do not 

follow lock-step with the agendas of the President and 

anti-gun Majority Leader. 

Will you stand up for the right to keep and bear arms 

and vote against the confirmation of Elena Kagan, a 

nominee who quite possibly could become the most anti-

gun member of the Supreme Court? 

Last year, you voted for Sonia Sotomayor after being 

assured that she recognized the individual right to keep 

and bear arms... then she turned right around and ruled 

against the Second Amendment in the McDonald case.   

Now comes Elena Kagan offering the same empty 

promises about respecting the Supreme Court's decisions 

in Heller and McDonald.   

Kagan said nothing in her confirmation hearings that 

would preclude her from gutting the Second Amendment 

every chance she gets.  In fact, everything that's known 

about Kagan paints a portrait of a forceful, politically-

driven gun control advocate. 

That being the case, there is NO WAY any senator 

who claims to support the Second Amendment could vote 

to confirm Elena Kagan to the Supreme Court! 

Please defend my gun rights and vote against Elena 

Kagan, and insist that the President nominates someone 

who truly respects the Second Amendment. 

Sincerely,  
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Harry Reid's Destruction of America 

Continues 
August 2, 2010 - Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid is 

having a busy couple of weeks in Washington. 

Last week, he attempted to pass the so-called 

DISCLOSE Act, which is intended to silence 

organizations like Gun Owners of America because we 

dare to disclose the voting records of Members of 

Congress. 

Thankfully, that bill was defeated -- at least 

temporarily.  Reid and the bill's sponsor, Chuck Schumer 

(D-NY), have promised to bring DISCLOSE back to the 

floor for another vote after the August recess. 

If this legislation becomes law (it has already passed in 

the House), it will require groups like GOA to spend up 

to half of a 30-second ad identifying themselves and 

disclosing the names of top donors rather than talking 

about a congressman's anti-gun votes.    

At the same time, the bill exempts "incumbent 

friendly" groups like labor unions, the AARP, and the 

NRA. 

And Harry Reid, the embattled Senator from Nevada, 

would like this bill to take effect before the 2010 

elections! 

Reid and Kagan 

This week, Reid will bring to the floor the 

confirmation of anti-gunner Elena Kagan for the Supreme 

Court. 

Senator Reid claims to support the Second 

Amendment and likes to tell folks back home that he is 

not a mere puppet of the community organizer who 

occupies the White House. 

So, will he stand up for Americans' gun rights and 

vote against a nominee who quite possibly could become 

the most anti-gun member of the Supreme Court? 

Not likely.   

Remember, Reid pushed Sonia Sotomayor to the 

Supreme Court after assuring Senators that she 

recognized the Second Amendment as being an individual 

right.   

How did that turn out?  In the recent McDonald case, 

Sotomayor joined the minority dissent that could "find 

nothing in the Second Amendment's text, history, or 

underlying rationale that could warrant characterizing it 

as 'fundamental' insofar as it seeks to protect the keeping 

and bearing of arms for private self-defense purposes."  

Now comes Elena Kagan offering the same empty 

promises about respecting the Second Amendment and 

the Supreme Court's decisions in Heller and McDonald.   

Kagan said nothing in her confirmation hearings that 

would preclude her from gutting the Second Amendment 

every chance she gets.  In fact, everything that's known 

about Kagan paints a portrait of a forceful, politically-

driven gun control advocate. 

That being the case, there is NO WAY any Senator 

who claims to support gun rights could vote to confirm 

Elena Kagan to the Supreme Court! 

But amazingly, Harry Reid STILL claims to be pro-

gun, even though he repeatedly votes against the interests 

of gun owners.   
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In fact, GOA has listed over 40 anti-gun votes Reid 

has cast over the course of his Senate career. 

Harry Reid has been playing games with your Second 

Amendment rights for far too long.   

But he cannot continue to claim to be pro-gun and at 

the same time seek to silence groups like GOA and to 

confirm judges -- like Elena Kagan -- who will eviscerate 

the Second Amendment.  

It's time for a change. 

Sharron Angle, who is running against Reid in the 

November election, is a consistent friend of your gun 

rights.  She does not waver in the face of opposition from 

anti-gunners in Washington or in the media. 

Gun Owners of America is proud to endorse Sharron 

in the upcoming election.  And she can win, but only with 

the support of like-minded gun owners and sportsmen. 

Harry Reid brags that he will raise and spend over $25 

million.  So if one million Second Amendment supports 

send Sharron just $25 each, she will match Reid dollar-

for-dollar. 

And that's exactly what Gun Owners is urging.  Can 

you help with a contribution of at least $25?  If so, please 

visit www.sharronangle.com to make a donation. 

The Nevada Senate race is the most important in the 

country.  Thank you for standing with Gun Owners of 

America and Sharron Angle for U.S. Senate. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

A Special Message To Second Amendment 

Supporters 
Thursday, July 15, 2010 - Gun Owners of America is 

backing Sharron Angle in the United States Senate race in 

Nevada, and we have compiled a list of 42 reasons why 

Harry Reid MUST be defeated.   

This is one of the top races in the country and one WE 

MUST WIN!  If any gun owner or sportsman has any 

doubt if Reid is pro-gun or anti-gun, just read the 42 

Reasons to Defeat Reid, then decide. 

Harry Reid will spend $25 million in his campaign to try 

and defeat Sharron Angle. I urge every pro-gun American 

to send Sharron Angle $25. If 1 million pro-gunners 

across the country do this, she will match Reid's 

campaign war chest and WE WILL WIN! 

So please, click www.sharronangle.com and click on 

"donate" to make a contribution.    

NOTHING AMERICANS DO IN THIS ELECTION 

WILL SEND A BIGGER MESSAGE TO THE 

RADICAL LEFTIST ANTI-GUNNERS IN THE 

CONGRESS THAN TO DEFEAT HARRY REID, THE 

SENATE MAJORITY LEADER! 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Kagan Sails Through Senate Judiciary 

Hearings  
-- Contact your Senators before the full Senate 

votes 
 

Tuesday, July 20, 2010 - The Senate Judiciary 

Committee voted to send the nomination of Elena Kagan 

to the full Senate floor today.   

The 13-6 vote was not a surprise.  Democrats 

outnumber Republicans 12-7 on the committee, and their 

ranks include the anti-gun extreme wing of their party, 

such as Charles Schumer, Dianne Feinstein and Dick 

Durbin. 

Six Republicans opposed Kagan, with only turncoat 

Lindsey Graham of South Carolina voting to confirm the 

anti-gunner.   

As this important battle moves to the Senate floor, it is 

important to keep the heat on all Senators -- especially 

Democrats coming from rural states who claim to support 

the Second Amendment.   

If a handful of these Senators vote NO on Kagan, 

her confirmation could be defeated. 

While Kagan does not have a record of judicial 

opinions, her views on the Second Amendment are no 

mystery.  Some things that have come to light since her 

nomination include:   

* While serving in the Clinton administration, 

Kagan drafted an executive order to ban certain 

semi-automatic firearms; 

* As a law clerk, she advised against the 

Supreme Court considering Sandidge v. United 

States in a case that questioned the constitutionality 

of the D.C. gun ban, writing that she was "not 

sympathetic" to the gun owner's Second 

Amendment claims; and 

* Kagan was also part of the Clinton team that 

pushed the firearms industry to include gun locks 

with all gun purchases and was in the Clinton 

administration when the President pushed 

legislation that would close down gun shows. 

During her hearings, Kagan ducked and dodged 

questions about the Second Amendment, and she refused 

to declare whether she believes the Second Amendment 

protects an individual right. 

Kagan insisted that the Supreme Court decisions in 

Heller and McDonald are precedent and "settled law," 

but this in no way precludes her from ruling that almost 

any gun law -- including gun owner registration, 

purchasing limits, waiting periods, private sale 
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background checks, and more -- are consistent with the 

Constitution. 

Recall the confirmation hearings of Sonia Sotomayor, 

the newest Supreme Court Justice.  Sotomayor assured 

the Senate, and the American people, that she accepted 

the Court's ruling in Heller that the Second Amendment 

protects an individual right. 

Yet, in the McDonald case, Sotomayor joined the 

dissent in writing that "I can find nothing in the Second 

Amendment's text, history, or underlying rationale that 

could warrant characterizing it as 'fundamental' insofar as 

it seeks to protect the keeping and bearing of arms for 

private self-defense purposes." 

Now Kagan has made the same promises to the 

Senate, but the available evidence portrays her as a 

forceful advocate of restrictive gun laws and driven by 

political considerations rather than the rule of law.   

As GOA attorney William J. Olson, who testified at 

the hearings, noted: "If [Kagan] were to go on the Court, 

with what we know about her now, she could be the most 

anti-gun justice on that Court." 

There is NO WAY any Senator who claims to support 

the Second Amendment could vote to confirm anti-gun 

radical Elena Kagan to the Supreme Court of the United 

States! 

 

ACTION:  Please urge your two Senators to oppose the 

confirmation of Elena Kagan to the Supreme Court.  You 

can use the Gun Owners Legislative Action Center at 

http://www.gunowners.org/activism.htm to send your 

Senators the pre-written e-mail message below. 

 

----- Pre-written letter ----- 

 

Dear Senator: 

I stand with Gun Owners of America in opposing the 

confirmation of Elena Kagan to the U.S. Supreme Court. 

While Kagan does not have a record of judicial 

opinions, her views on the Second Amendment are no 

mystery.  Some things that have come to light since her 

nomination include:   

* While serving in the Clinton administration, 

Kagan drafted an executive order to ban certain 

semi-automatic firearms; 

* As a law clerk, she advised against the 

Supreme Court considering Sandidge v. United 

States in a case that questioned the constitutionality 

of the D.C. gun ban, writing that she was "not 

sympathetic" to the gun owner's Second 

Amendment claims; and 

* Kagan was also part of the Clinton team that 

pushed the firearms industry to include gun locks 

with all gun purchases and was in the Clinton 

administration when the President pushed 

legislation that would close down gun shows. 

During her hearings, Kagan ducked and dodged 

questions about the Second Amendment, and she refused 

to declare whether she believes the Second Amendment 

protects an individual right. 

Kagan insisted that the Supreme Court decisions in 

Heller and McDonald are precedent and "settled law," but 

this in no way precludes her from ruling that almost any 

gun law -- including gun owner registration, purchasing 

limits, waiting periods, private sale background checks, 

and more -- are consistent with the Constitution. 

There is NO WAY any Senator who claims to support 

the Second Amendment could vote to confirm anti-gun 

radical Elena Kagan to the Supreme Court of the United 

States! 

Please vote NO on the nominee's confirmation. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Keep the Heat on Reid! 
 

July 16, 2010 - Yesterday, GOA members rallied 

behind U.S. Senate candidate Sharron Angle, who's 

taking on anti-gun Majority Leader Harry Reid in 

Nevada.   

While Reid claims to support your gun rights, our alert 

highlighted 42 Reasons why Harry Reid MUST be 

defeated. 

Well, that list has now grown as two additional anti-

gun votes were added. 

In March of this year, Sen. Reid voted against an 

amendment offered by Sen. Tom Coburn (R-OK) to 

prevent Veterans from losing their Second Amendment 

rights without due process of law.   

The amendment was offered to the massive 

ObamaCare bill, which Reid was so intent on passing that 

he wouldn't allow a pro-gun amendment to get in his way. 

And in November of last year, Reid voted to confirm 

the highly controversial Richard Hamilton to the Seventh 

Circuit Court of Appeals.  Judge Hamilton has stated that 

the Founding Fathers intended judges to amend the 

Constitution through "evolving case law."  

So, you can now view the 44 Reasons why Harry Reid 

MUST be defeated! 

And while you're there you can now also vote in a 

GOA Poll to let us know whether you think Harry Reid is 

pro- or anti-gun. 
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But there's more that we all must do to win this 

important race.  Please forward this alert to as many 

freedom-loving Americans as you can and urge them to 

support Sharron Angle.   

Harry Reid's goal is to raise $25 million in this race 

against Sharron Angle.   

That means it's crucial for one million pro-gun 

Americans to send Sharron Angle $25.  If one million of 

us from across the country chip in, Sharron will match 

Reid's campaign war chest and WE WILL WIN! 

So please, urge all your friends, gun club members 

and other pro-gun groups to go to 

www.sharronangle.com and make a contribution.   

Contributions by check can also be mailed to: 

 

Friends of Sharron Angle 

PO Box 33058 

Reno, NV 89533 

 

There is no race in the country more important than this 

one.  If any gun owner or sportsman has any doubt if Reid 

is pro-gun or anti-gun, just read the 44 Reasons to Defeat 

Reid, then decide, and also take the GOA Poll. 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Monday, July 26, 2010 - Just as gun owners are 

engaged in the intense battle over anti-gun Supreme 

Court nominee Elena Kagan, Sen. Chuck Schumer (D-

NY) introduced a new version of a bill that will gut the 

First Amendment rights of groups like GOA. 

The so-called DISCLOSE Act, which passed the 

House last month, puts severe and unconstitutional limits 

on our ability to hold individual congressmen accountable 

in the weeks leading up to an election. 

Chuck Schumer, who would like to do away with the 

Second Amendment, is now also trampling all over the 

First Amendment as a way to protect himself and his anti-

gun colleagues from voters like you. 

You may recall that the DISCLOSE Act passed the 

House only after a controversial carve-out was added to 

exempt the NRA from the bill's provisions.  

Unfortunately, the NRA -- which had originally opposed 

the bill because it was unconstitutional -- withdrew its 

opposition after the carve-out was inserted. 

The exemption was maintained in the Schumer version 

of the bill. 

Ironically, while the bill is called the DISCLOSE Act, 

Schumer and Majority Leader Harry Reid are using the 

rules of the Senate to bypass any committee hearings -- 

where the merits of the bill could be debated and the 

American people could see just how the Constitution is 

being undermined. 

The bill will most likely come to the floor on Tuesday 

afternoon, where it will take 60 votes to "close off debate" 

on the measure. 

So it is imperative that Second Amendment supporters 

contact their two Senators right away and urge them to 

oppose the DISCLOSE Act. 

Some Senators may complain that this is not a Second 

Amendment issue.  To the contrary, if GOA is hindered 

in communicating to the public about members of 

Congress and legislation they may be voting on, that 

undermining of the First Amendment will certainly have 

an effect on the Second Amendment.   

The type of speech GOA is involved in -- political 

speech -- is first and foremost what the framers of the Bill 

of Rights had in mind when they wrote that "Congress 

shall make no law...abridging the freedom of speech." 

Please urge your Senators to protect ALL of your 

constitutional liberties. 

ACTION:  Please contact your Senators and urge 

them to oppose the new version of the Disclose Act.  You 

can use the Gun Owners Legislative Action Center at 

http://gunowners.org/activism.htm to send your Senators 

the pre-written e-mail message below. 

 

----- Pre-written letter ----- 
 

Dear Senator: 

I stand with Gun Owners of America in opposing 

Senator Schumer's new version of so-called DISCLOSE 

Act. 

It is outrageous that the House of Representatives passed 

this legislation with a deal to exempt certain large 

organizations from its terms.  This smacks of the money-

for-votes fiasco which helped grease the skids for passage 

of ObamaCare and which has already lowered Congress' 

reputation to unprecedented depths. 

I was glad to see that Senator Mitch McConnell 

blasted this deal, which was especially aimed at carving 

out special exemptions for the NRA leadership in 

exchange for their promise to sit on their hands and not 

oppose the DISCLOSE Act.  "If there is one thing 

Americans loathe about Washington, it's the backroom 

dealing to win the vote of organizations with power and 

influence at the expense of everyone else," McConnell 

said. 

"Just as it wasn't the Democrats' money to offer in the 

health care debate, free speech isn't theirs to ration out to 

those willing to play ball -- it's a right guaranteed." 

Another irony with the whole process surrounding this 

legislation is that while the bill is called the DISCLOSE 
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Act, Sen. Schumer and Majority Leader Harry Reid are 

bypassing the committee process -- where the merits of 

the bill could be debated and the American people could 

see just how the Constitution is being undermined. 

Gun Owners of America represents hundreds of 

thousands of Second Amendment supporters.  Any bill 

that hampers the right of groups like this to communicate 

with the public is also an attack on my rights. 

Please vote NO on Sen. Schumer's DISCLOSE Act. 

 

Sincerely, 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

The Free Speech Gag Bill Stalls on the 

Floor of the Senate! 
"This DISCLOSE Act is not about reform, it's nothing 

more than Democrats sitting behind closed doors 

[choosing] which favored groups they want to speak in 

the 2010 elections -- all in an attempt to protect 

themselves from criticism of their government takeovers, 

record deficits and massive unpaid-for expansions of the 

federal government into the lives of the American 

people." -- Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY), 

on the Senate floor shortly before today's vote 

Tuesday, July 27, 2010 - Your voices have been 

heard!  The so-called DISCLOSE Act stalled on the 

Senate floor today as Democrats failed to overcome a 

Republican filibuster of the bill.  Needing 60 votes to kill 

the filibuster, Democrats fell three votes short (57-41). 

As noted by Senator McConnell above, the 

DISCLOSE Act puts severe and unconstitutional limits 

on our ability to hold individual congressmen accountable 

in the weeks leading up to an election. 

This was a message that was repeatedly hammered 

home on the Senate floor today.   

Senator John Cornyn (R-TX) lambasted the 

Democrats for trying to change election laws right before 

the November elections.  "Some of my colleagues fear the 

righteous judgment of the American people this 

November," he said. "So they are trying to change the 

rules in the middle of the game." 

Cornyn also tweaked his opponents, noting that the 

DISCLOSE Act should stand for:  "Democratic 

Incumbents Seeking to Contain Losses by Outlawing 

Speech in Elections." 

Senator Pat Roberts of Kansas accused Democrats of 

rushing this bill to the floor to protect the Majority before 

the fall elections.  Likewise, Lamar Alexander of 

Tennessee said the legislation was "primarily about 

saving the jobs of the Democratic Congress." 

Several Senators also indicated their disgust with the 

exemptions in the bill.  "The bill creates carve-outs for the 

largest, wealthiest, and most powerful Washington-based 

special interest groups -- such as the NRA and the 

AARP," said Cornyn. 

Unions would receive special protection, he added, as 

the DISCLOSE Act "would silence companies that 

receive bailout funds, but protect unions who represent 

those same companies' employees." 

Gun Owners of America has been fighting the 

DISCLOSE Act for several weeks.  Our Second 

Amendment rights rely on the First Amendment's right to 

freely and openly communicate with government officials, 

who at one time were called "public servants." 

Pat yourselves on the back, but don't think the battle is 

over.  Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) has 

promised he will bring back this bill. 

So keep the heat on your Senators.  You can call both 

of your Senators toll-free at 1-877-762-8762. 

You can go to http://tinyurl.com/33xo4gw to see how 

your Senators voted.  Let those who voted against our 

liberties know that you will remember this vote during 

their re-election. 

Also, please help Gun Owners of America to continue 

fighting for your rights.  You can go to 

http://gunowners.org/contribute-to-goa.htm to help us 

alert as many people as possible to join forces against the 

DISCLOSE Act. 

 
Gun Owners of America  NEWS RELEASES (above): 

Gun Owners of America E-Mail Alert  

8001 Forbes Place, Suite 102, Springfield, VA 

22151  

Phone: 703-321-8585 / FAX: 703-321-8408  

http://gunowners.org 

 

*************************************************** 

NSSF Bullet Points (below): 

August 2, 2010 

• NSSF GRANTS AWARDED TO 9 RANGES 

. . . The National Shooting Sports Foundation has 

awarded grants totaling $231,796 to nine shooting 

facilities through its Range Partnership Grant Program. 

New marketing strategies designed to motivate 

individuals, particularly youth and inactive shooters, to 

go target shooting and hunting dominated this year's 

winning proposals. Said Melissa Schilling, NSSF's 

manager of recruitment and retention, "We've seen how 

successful these grants can be in fueling growth at 

shooting ranges around the country. More people are 

interested in shooting than ever before, and the proposals 

NSSF has funded remind them to give shooting a try." 

This is the third year that NSSF has distributed funding 
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to qualifying ranges through the program. Receiving 

grants this year were Wyoming Antelope Club, St. 

Petersburg, Fla.; Corry Rod & Gun Club, Corry, Pa.; 

Tripoli Triggers Firearms, Williamsport, Pa.; Cardinal 

Shooting Center, Columbus, Ohio; West Coast Armory 

Indoor Range, Bellevue, Wash.; A&S Indoor Pistol 

Range, Youngswood, Pa.; Michigan Department of 

Natural Resources and Environment, Lansing, Mich.; St. 

Maries Gun Club, St. Maries, Idaho; and Rushton Gun 

Club Inc., West Monroe, La. A total of 30 proposals were 

submitted for consideration. Find out what projects this 

year's grants will help these ranges accomplish. 

• NSSF GOES MOBILE . . . NSSF has developed a 

mobile-friendly way for its members, media and others to 

get (and share) the latest NSSF news and information. 

Starting today, most touch-screen users (iPhone, iPod 

touch, Android, Palm Pre) are now able to access a 

mobile version of NSSF's website simply by visiting 

nssf.org on their smartphones. Read the latest news and 

legislative updates, watch all of NSSF's videos, find the 

latest version of Bullet Points, read up on the SHOT 

Show and more. Smartphone users are encouraged to 

bookmark the NSSF site and add it to their homescreens 

for quick access. NSSF is also in the process of 

developing a BlackBerry-friendly mobile site, which will 

be available later this year.  

• URGE SENATE TO PASS FIREARMS 

EXCISE TAX REFORM NOW . . . On June 29, 

the U.S. House of Representatives passed the Firearms 

Excise Tax Improvement Act of 2010 (HR 5552) by a 

vote of 412 to 6. The bill is now pending in the Senate. 

Learn more about this legislation and call your senators 

today at 202-224-3121 and ask them to support Senate 

passage of H.R. 5552 before Congress adjourns for the 

summer.  

• NSSF HAILS LANDSLIDE HOUSE 

PASSAGE OF LAND AND WATER 

ACCESS LEGISLATION . . . By a vote of 404-1, 

important legislation targeted at expanding and 

enhancing access to public lands for hunting, fishing and 

recreational shooting has passed the U.S. House of 

Representatives with strong support from Congressmen 

Ron Kind (D-Wis.), Frank Kratovil (D-Md.) and Martin 

Heinrich (D-N.M.). NSSF strongly supported this bill 

and continues to support its companion legislation in the 

U.S. Senate, introduced earlier this week by Senate 

Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev). 

• MASSACHUSETTS GOVERNOR FAILS 

TO PASS ONE-GUN-A-MONTH . . . This past 

weekend, law-abiding gun owners throughout 

Massachusetts scored a major victory as Gov. Deval 

Patrick's one-gun-a-month bill failed to pass. At 

midnight on Saturday, the Massachusetts Legislature 

ended formal sessions for the year under the watchful eye 

of the Gun Owners Action League (GOAL). The 

Governor's Lawful Citizens Imprisonment Act (H.4102) 

never came out of the House Ways and Means Committee 

for a vote due to the hard work of firearms retailers, law-

abiding gun owners and GOAL. The lawful gun owners 

of Massachusetts should be very proud of a job well done, 

especially considering H.4102 was a top priority of the 

governor.  

• TRUCKERS, GUN OWNERS UNITE TO 

PROTEST CALIFORNIA AMMO LAW . . . 
The Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association 

reports that it has joined with the Calguns Foundation, 

the NRA, the Folsom Shooting Club and two individual 

truckers to challenge California's soon-to-be-

implemented ban on the interstate shipment of handgun 

ammunition to California. The law will criminalize the 

delivery and transfer of handgun ammunition not done in 

face-to-face transactions. A lawsuit, filed in Sacramento's 

Eastern District Federal Court, alleges that these 

provisions of the law violate the Federal Aviation 

Administration Authorization Act, which prohibits states 

and local municipalities from interfering with carriers' 

rates, routes or services. 

• THOUSANDS TAKE THEIR FIRST 

SHOTS AT BOY SCOUTS JAMBOREE . . . 
The Boy Scouts are celebrating their 100th anniversary 

this year and are currently hosting a record-breaking 

Jamboree at Fort AP Hill in Virginia. Thousands of 

scouts are learning about firearms safety and taking their 

first shots at the event, which has drawn huge crowds 

with more than 38,000 scouts in attendance along with 

thousands of volunteer adult leaders It has also attracted 

a new shooting range called Camp Thunder, sponsored 

by the National Rifle Association and the National 

Shooting Sports Foundation, where more than 700 scouts 

are given a chance to try sporting clays each day. Play 

Video 

• 'TOP SHOT' CASTING CALL DEADLINE 

NEARS . . . Show off your shooting skills with pistol, 

rifle and shotgun and earn a chance to win $100,000 in 

prizes on the History Channel's competition show "Top 

Shot." Producers are seeking participants with 

outstanding shooting skills and a big personality to take 

on the show's physical challenges with multiple guns. To 

apply, e-mail TopShotCasting@gmail.com with your 

name, city/state, phone number, a recent photo of 

yourself and a brief explanation of why you should be on 

the show. You can also call 818-478-4570. Deadline to 

apply is Aug. 12. Applicants must be at least 21 years of 

age and a resident or citizen of the United States. 

• RANGE REPORT HELPS SILENCE 

OPPONENTS . . . Articles appearing in the Spring 

and Summer 2010 issues of The Range Report focused on 

successful court battles defended by shooting facilities 

that were sued on the grounds of excessive noise. 

Information in the Summer Edition article, "Sound 

Strategies," has already proven of value, writes Carol 

Katona, president of the Citizens Rifle & Revolver Club 

in Hamilton, N.J. Find The Range Report online at 

nssf.org/ranges. Learn about subscribing to and 
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advertising in NSSF's quarterly magazine for shooting 

facilities.  

• FREE POSTERS AVAILABLE FOR 

RANGES . . . Posters that originally appeared in 

NSSF's Range Report, the magazine for shooting 

facilities, have been redesigned to reflect the NSSF brand 

and to bring continuity to the series. Five posters in 

11x17-inch format are available for free to NSSF 

members from NSSF Director of Member Services 

Bettyjane Swann, telephone 203-426-1320, e-mail 

bswann@nssf.org. View the five posters. 

• VERMONT FISH AND WILDLIFE TO 

OFFER FIREARM RANGE WORKSHOP . 

. . In another new initiative to enhance the future of 

hunting and strengthen firearm range opportunities in 

Vermont, that state's Fish and Wildlife Department 

(VFWD) is hosting a special seminar on managing lead 

at shooting ranges on Sept. 11 at the Barre Fish and 

Game Club, reports the Times Argus. "Any fish and 

game club officer in Vermont or anyone with 

responsibility over an outdoor shooting range should 

attend this 'hands-on' seminar," said Mark Scott, wildlife 

director for VFWD. 

• FIND THE LATEST SHOOTING AND 

HUNTING OPPORTUNITIES IN YOUR 

STATE . . . Acceptance of applications for Alabama's 

Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries Division (WFD) Tenth 

Annual Youth Dove Hunts begins today for the North 

Zone and Sept. 20 for the South Zone. You can learn 

more about these hunts, as well as reports on a wide 

variety of shooting and hunting opportunities in the other 

49 states, by clicking onto the state(s) of interest at 

Tracking Opportunities in Every State on the NSSF 

website. Know about upcoming opportunities? Send the 

details to the correspondent for the state in which the 

event is being held. You'll find a link to that person's e-

mail address at the end of each posted event. 

• SURVEY RESULTS HIGHLIGHTED IN 

AR GUNS AND HUNTING . . . The results of 

the 2009 Shooting Sports Participation Survey are 

detailed in the latest issue of AR Guns & Hunting. The 

article shares some good news about shooting sports 

participation, including 2009's record-setting 

participation in all target sports with 34.4 million people 

heading to the range. Of particular interest to readers of 

the online publication will be that 8.9 million did so with 

a modern sporting rifle. 

• CONSERVATION RESERVE SIGN-UP 

BEGINS TODAY . . . A new general sign-up for 

the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Conservation 

Reserve Program, the first since 2006, will run from 

Monday, Aug. 2, through Friday, Aug. 27, and 

landowner participation is expected to be strong, 

especially considering that soil rates have been updated, 

reports Pheasants Forever/Quail Forever. CRP acres 

provide the top nationwide habitat component in 

producing pheasants, according to Pheasants Forever. 

 
July 19, 2010 

• 5.4 PERCENT INCREASE IN NUMBER OF 

FEMALE HUNTERS . . . More women than men took 

up hunting last year, according to new figures from the 

National Sporting Goods Association (NSGA). A news 

release from National Hunting and Fishing Day 

highlights the new statistics. NSGA's report shows that 

the number of female hunters in the United States 

increased by 5.4 percent last year, netting 163,000 new 

participants. Muzzleloading showed an annual increase 

among women of an astounding 134.6 percent. The 2010 

NSGA Annual Shooting Sports Participation report (Item 

No. 310; $85 for NSSF members, $425 for nonmembers) 

and segment reports by categories ($15 for members, $75 

for nonmembers) are now available from NSSF. 

• NSSF SUPPORTS LEGISLATION TO 

MAKE COLTSVILLE A NATIONAL 

PARK . . . In a letter today to U.S. Rep. John Larson 

(D-Conn.), NSSF thanked the congressman for his 

leadership in sponsoring H.R. 5131, the Coltsville 

National Historical Park Act. The legislation would 

designate the Coltsville Historic District in Hartford, 

Conn., as a national park. Located at the southern edge 

of downtown Hartford, Coltsville is known for its 

association with Samuel Colt and the industrial 

enterprise that he founded, Colt's Patent Fire Arms 

Manufacturing Co. The company played a key role in the 

development of the American economy from 1855 to 

1945. Larson testified recently before a House 

subcommittee in support of the bill. During his testimony 

he said, "Establishing Coltsville as a National Historical 

Park will not only preserve our unique history for future 

generations, but it will also boost the local economy by 

creating jobs and attracting more cultural tourism to the 

region." Read NSSF's letter to Rep. Larson.  

• ANTI-HUNTING GROUP ANNOUNCES 

TRADITIONAL AMMO ATTACK . . . In a 

fundraising e-mail sent last week, the Center for 

Biological Diversity, an extremist anti-hunting 

organization, announced the launching of a national 

campaign to ban the use of traditional ammunition 

throughout the U.S. This campaign will begin next 

month. NSSF considers the protection of traditional 

ammunition -- specifically the ability of hunters and 

sportsmen to continue choosing for themselves what 

ammunition they shoot -- a legislative, regulatory and 

legal priority. Learn more about helping to preserve your 

right to use traditional ammunition.  

• MILLS SUSPENDS ARIZONA 

GUBERNATORIAL CAMPAIGN . . . NRA 

Board Member and Gunsite Academy Owner Buz Mills 

has suspended his gubernatorial primary campaign, 

clearing the way for Arizona Gov. Jim Brewer to win the 

Republican nomination next month, reports the Arizona 

Republic. Mills said he was exiting the contest because 

the state's new immigration law has become the 

dominant topic in the race rather than issues such as the 
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state budget and the economy, which were the reasons he 

launched his campaign. 

• GOVERNORS SPORTSMEN'S CAUCUS 

MEETS IN MASSACHUSETTS . . . State chief 

executives of the bi-partisan Governors Sportsmen's 

Caucus (GSC) convened last Thursday in Boston to 

discuss the future of hunting and fishing in America and 

the national economic engine driven by sportsmen. Four 

representatives of the caucus met with members of the 

sportsmen's community at a reception sponsored by 

NSSF, NRA, Remington and Altria. Read more about the 

gathering of the one-year-old GSC. 

• ABC NEWS REPORTS ON SUPREME 

COURT DECISION AND GUN SALES . . . 
In a news piece discussing the legal reverberations of the 

recent Supreme Court ruling in McDonald v. Chicago, 

which reaffirmed the Second Amendment as a 

fundamental right of the individual, and how the court's 

ruling will affect gun sales, NSSF Senior Vice President 

and General Counsel Lawrence G. Keane spoke with 

ABC News reporter Rich Blake. "Over the long term, as 

restrictions fall by the wayside, you will see gun sales 

increase," said Keane. "This (McDonald) is not the end 

of the discussion, it's just the beginning." 

• BUSHMASTER PRESIDENT TO RETIRE . 

. . Bushmaster Firearms has announced the retirement of 

its president, John A. DeSantis. "He surrounded himself 

with a great team of professionals and together they have 

grown Bushmaster into the largest commercial AR-

platform rifle manufacturer in the world," the company 

said in a press release. DeSantis' retirement will be 

official on July 31, but he has agreed to oversee the day-

to-day business of Bushmaster until his replacement can 

be found. He also will continue on a consulting 

arrangement to help grow Bushmaster's modern sporting 

rifle business. 

• 4-H SHOOTING SPORTS INVITATIONAL 

SETS RECORD ATTENDANCE . . . Some 516 

youths, representing 31 states, combined to set a record 

for participation at the National 4-H Shooting Sports 

Invitational when the 2010 edition was held June 28-July 

3 in Kerrville, Texas. State teams and individual 

competitors demonstrated their skills in shotgun, air rifle, 

air pistol, small-bore rifle, muzzleloading rifle, hunting 

skills, wildlife ID, wildlife management and decision 

making and archery. Read more about the event. 

• PENNSYLVANIA USING P-R FUNDS TO 

RECRUIT NEW HUNTERS . . . A spike in 

firearm and ammunition sales over the past two years has 

created a windfall for the Pennsylvania Game 

Commission, which is spending part of the money on a 

campaign to recruit new hunters, the Pittsburgh Post-

Gazette reports. This year, the commission is receiving 

$3.5 million -- a 28 percent jump -- in Pittman-Robertson 

Wildlife Restoration Act funds, which are generated 

through a federal excise tax on firearms and ammunition.  

• HISTORY CHANNEL SEEKS 

MARKSMEN FOR SHOW . . . If you are skilled 

with a pistol, rifle or any other firearm, you could win 

$100,000 in prizes on the second season of History 

Channel's hit competition show, "TOP SHOT." 

Producers are seeking participants with outstanding 

shooting skills and a big personality to take on the show's 

physical challenges with multiple guns. Whether you're 

professionally trained or self-taught, you could be 

America's next "top shot." To apply, e-mail 

TopShotCasting@gmail.com with your name, city/state, 

phone number, a recent photo of yourself and a brief 

explanation of why you should be on the show. Deadline 

to apply is Aug. 12. For more information, visit 

www.pilgrimfilms.tv and click on "casting" or call 818-

478-4570. Applicants must be at least 21 years of age and 

a resident or citizen of the United States. 

• July 26, 2010 

• WHERETOSHOOT.ORG LISTINGS GET 

OVERHAUL . . . NSSF recently completed a six-

month project to expand and update the database that 

fuels the website www.wheretoshoot.org. Hundreds of 

new places to shoot have been added and thousands of 

listing updates have been made. WhereToShoot.org is a 

free service that has seen more than 375,000 unique 

visitors during the first half of 2010. The site is 

particularly helpful to new participants to the shooting 

sports as well as active participants who have moved to a 

new location. Visitors simply enter their state, area code 

or zip code and a list of places to shoot is created. 

Searches can be further narrowed by selecting which 

shooting discipline you are interested in. If you own a 

shooting range or if you've recently changed locations, 

NSSF encourages you to enter or update your range 

information free of charge. 

• NSSF SUPPORTS PRO-FIREARMS 

RETAILER BILL . . . In a letter today to U.S. Rep. 

Dan Lungren (R-Calif.), NSSF thanked the congressman 

for his introduction of H.R. 5141, the Small Business 

Paperwork Mandate Elimination Act. The legislation 

would repeal the overly burdensome expansion of 

information-reporting requirements for payments of $600 

or more. The anti-small business requirement was tucked 

into the national healthcare legislation passed by 

Congress and has been referred to by some as "hidden 

gun control." 

• STATEMENT ON FIREARMS 

MICROSTAMPING STUDY . . . NSSF fully 

supports the Firearms Microstamping Evaluation and 

Study Act (H.R. 5667), which calls for federal study of 

the ill-conceived and flawed concept of firearms 

microstamping. NSSF is supporting this legislation 

because there are serious concerns about this concept. 

Read NSSF's complete statement.  

• MCDONALD APPLIES FOR GUN 

PERMIT . . . Otis McDonald, the Chicago man who 

successfully sued the city over its handgun ban, applied 
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for a firearm permit today, saying he was looking 

forward to getting a .45-caliber handgun to protect his 

home, the Chicago Tribune reports.  

• NEW CELEBRITY SHOOT TO AID 

VETERANS . . . A new shooting event to honor and 

aid U.S. troops is being planned for June 3-4, 2011. The 

American Celebrity Classic will bring together 

sportsmen, employees in outdoor-related industries, 

military personnel, pro athletes and celebrities for this 

nationally televised shooting event at the National 

Shooting Complex in San Antonio. Jeff Engel, executive 

director of the event, said the proceeds from the fund-

raising shoot will be shared with a number of veterans 

organizations. Sponsorship packages have been mailed to 

more than 250 companies. To learn more about 

sponsorship opportunities, contact Cathy Williams by e-

mail at cathy@cmgmarketingandevents.com or call 703-

587-7142. 

• NEW JERSEY BEAR HUNT APPROVED 

FOR DECEMBER OF THIS YEAR . . . The 

stages of recommendation and acceptance for a 

December 2010 bear hunt in New Jersey -- the first in the 

state since 2005 -- all seem to have been reached, 

culminating with approval by the state Department of 

Environmental Protection Commissioner Bob Martin last 

week. Commenting on the Comprehensive Black Bear 

Management Policy presented to him, Martin said, "This 

science- and fact-based policy recognizes that hunting is 

an important bear management tool." 

• NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CALLING 

FOR VOLUNTEERS FOR ELK 

REDUCTION . . . With an elk herd of more than 

900, more than 500 above the desirable level, in 

Theodore Roosevelt National Park's south unit in North 

Dakota, the National Park Service has started taking 

applications for volunteers to hunt elk from November 

through late January 2011. North Dakota Game and Fish 

Wildlife Department's Wildlife Division Chief Randy 

Kriel was quoted in an Associated Press story in The 

Jamestown (N.D.) Sun that the "best way to gradually 

reduce the number of elk is through 'managed hunting' 

and that it may prove to be the strategy the park service 

uses elsewhere. A report from KFGO indicates hunters 

will be able to keep the first elk that they shoot. 
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• SHOW'S FIRST LOGO CHANGE IN 34 

YEARS . . . The SHOT Show's venerable symbol of 

hunter, dog and bull's-eye target, which has served the 

show well for four decades, will give way to a new, more 

inclusive logo that welcomes and supports all segments 

of the world's largest shooting, hunting and outdoor trade 

show. The National Shooting Sports Foundation, owner 

of the SHOT Show, today unveiled a new SHOT Show 

logo and will begin using it immediately in all 

advertising and communications related to the 2011 show 

in Las Vegas and beyond. "Times change and trade 

shows change, reflecting current buying and selling 

trends," said Chris Dolnack, senior vice president of 

NSSF. "When the SHOT Show began in 1979, hunting 

was the dominant activity in our industry and our logo 

reflected that. Today's SHOT Show requires a strong, 

clean logo that reminds all attendees, whether their 

business is shooting, hunting or law enforcement, that 

they are valued. The new SHOT Show logo does this."  

• ILLINOIS FIREARMS RETAILERS FILE 

LAWSUIT AGAINST CHICAGO. . . The 

Illinois Association of Firearms Retailers (ILAFR), a 

state affiliate of NSSF, has filed a lawsuit challenging the 

constitutionality of several recently adopted anti-gun laws 

designed to circumvent the Supreme Court's recent ruling 

in McDonald v. Chicago. In that landmark decision, the 

Supreme Court reaffirmed the fundamental right of all 

law-abiding Americans to keep and bear arms, while 

outlawing the power of state and local governments to 

ban firearms. Read NSSF's news release.  

• CHICAGO'S STRICT NEW GUN 

ORDINANCE TAKES EFFECT . . . A new gun 

ordinance in Chicago that officials say is the strictest of 

its kind in the country went into effect today, the 

Associated Press reports. As mentioned above, the 

Illinois Association of Firearms Retailers has filed a 

lawsuit challenging the ordinance. The new regulations 

were pushed through quickly by Mayor Richard Daley 

and the City Council after the Supreme Court's decision 

last month. The ordinance permits residents to have only 

one working gun at a time in their homes and prohibits 

them from stepping outside, even onto their porches or in 

their garages, with a handgun. The ordinance also bans 

firearms retailers from doing business in the city. 

• MASSACHUSETTS GOVERNOR PUSHES 

ONE-GUN-A-MONTH LEGISLATION . . . 
NSSF and the Gun Owners Action League (GOAL) 

continue to fight Massachusetts Gov. Deval Patrick's 

legislation (H4102), which, if passed, among many other 

things, would make it illegal to purchase more than one 

gun in a one-month period. Of course, the only 

individuals in the state impacted by this legislation would 

be law-abiding firearms owners, sportsmen and firearms 

retailers. As if existing onerous firearms laws are not 

enough in Massachusetts, this would further limit the 

rights of citizens in the Commonwealth. NSSF urges 

everyone in Massachusetts to contact members of the 

House Ways and Means Committee and urge them to 

oppose H4102. 

• POLL: 67% SAY CITIES HAVE NO 

RIGHT BAN HANDGUNS . . . According to a 

new Rasmussen Reports national telephone survey, 67 

percent of Americans say city governments do not have 

the right to prevent citizens from owning handguns. 

Support for stricter gun-control laws also has fallen to its 

lowest level in several years. 

• FIREARMS MICROSTAMPING STUDY 

BILL INTRODUCED IN HOUSE . . . U.S. 
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Rep. Dan Boren introduced legislation last week (H.R. 

5667) to direct the U.S. Attorney General to work with 

the National Academy of Sciences to conduct a 

comprehensive study of firearm microstamping. NSSF 

supports this bipartisan legislation as a means of 

ensuring adequate research of microstamping is 

completed, and the concept is proven to work reliably, 

prior to states mandating microstamping through the 

legislative process. Read more. 

• JUNE BACKGROUND CHECKS ON 

FIREARM SALES . . . Data released by the FBI's 

National Instant Criminal Background Check System 

(NICS) reported 1,005,876 checks in June. This figure is 

a 3.9 percent increase from the 968,145 checks 

conducted in June 2009 and a 22.7 percent increase over 

checks in June 2008. The total number of background 

checks reported since the beginning of NICS is 

116,936,885. 

• POCONO PISTOL CLUB EARNS FIVE 

STAR RATING . . . The Pocono Pistol Club in 

Stroudsburg, Pa., has become the most recent range to be 

awarded the NSSF's Association of Shooting Ranges' 

elite Five Star rating. "The club provides a safe and 

friendly environment for the active and the new shooter, 

making everyone feel welcome," said Zach Snow, NSSF 

senior shooting promotions coordinator. Learn more 

about the Pocono Pistol Club, and find out how your 

range can gain Five Star status.  

NSSF Bullet Points (above): 
 

*************************************************

** 

USSA News Alerts (below): 

U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance 

 

7/14/10  - San Francisco Considers Pet Sale Ban 
A city ordinance being considered by the San Francisco 

Commission of Animal Control and Welfare may be the 

beginning of a trend keeping people from owning pets. 

The seven member advisory Commission held a 
public meeting on July 8 where a discussion was held 
on the idea of banning practically all pet sales in the 
city of San Francisco.  Under the ban, “the sale or 
transfer of dogs, cats, and possibly other small animals 
(including hamsters, rats, mice, guinea pigs, and 
chinchillas) and birds in companion animal (pet) 
stores” would be prohibited.  Fish were exempted. 

Click here for the agenda (as of press time the 
minutes of the meeting are not available). 

Though pet ownership would not be stopped, 
anyone looking to have a pet could only purchase one 
outside the city, go to a shelter or rescue organization, 
or find one through the classifieds.  

The issue has sparked enormous controversy and 
turned the meeting into one of the longest and most 

contentious ever held by the Commission with over 
100 people attending.  With the outpouring of 
opinions, the Commission voted to table the proposal 
for at least a month. 

 “This is a case of the inmates running the asylum 
and is one of the most bizarre pieces of legislation 
imaginable,” said Doug Jeanneret, U.S. Sportsmen’s 
Alliance vice president of marketing.  “Though this 
proposal does not ban pet ownership yet, there can be 
little doubt that animal rights activists will salivate at 
going for that next.”  

As an advisory body, should the Commission pass 
the ban, it would require approval by the San 
Francisco Board of Supervisors which is responsible 
for all final policy decisions. 
 

7/14/10 - Western States Gear Up for Possible 

Wolf Seasons 
Seasons Depend on Outcome of Court Case 

Wildlife officials in Idaho and Montana are 
preparing for the upcoming wolf hunting seasons in 
both states.  

However, the work being done could become a 
moot point depending on the outcome of a court case 
concerning the possible renewal of Endangered 
Species Act (ESA) protections for the Northern Rocky 
Mountain wolf population. 

During a July 7-8 meeting of the Idaho Fish and 
Game Commission, a staff briefing indicated that the 
Commission will be considering several changes to the 
state’s wolf season during its August meeting.  These 
changes would include the use of trapping and 
electronic calling in certain areas.  The actual quotas 
for the season will be decided at the August meeting as 
well.   

Meanwhile on July 8, the Montana Fish, Wildlife 
and Parks Commission issued a unanimous decision 
that it will increase the number of wolf tags from 75 
last year to 186 for the upcoming season.   

Despite the decisions being made by wildlife 
professionals in Idaho and Montana, it remains 
uncertain if there will be a season at all.  As the U.S. 
Sportsmen’s Alliance previously reported, federal 
Judge Donald W. Molloy heard arguments on June 15 
from both sides of the debate over the removal of gray 
wolves in the Northern Rocky area from the 
Endangered Species List.  

Idaho and Montana each had wolf seasons in 2009 
after the Northern Rocky Mountain wolf population 
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was removed from the Endangered Species List in 
those states.   

In September, 2009 Judge Molloy refused to block 
the then scheduled hunts in Montana and Idaho as 
requested by a coalition of anti-hunting groups that 
had filed suit against the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(FWS) for delisting the wolves.  However, the decision 
left open the larger issue of relisting the population.   

The key issue that will determine whether the 
wolves are placed back under ESA protection revolves 
around whether the FWS could “split protection” 
between states.  The antis argued that this is what 
FWS did by maintaining protections for wolves in 
Wyoming, which is also within the Northern Rocky 
Mountain region, while removing them in Idaho and 
Montana.  They argued that if any of the population is 
threatened, the entire population must be listed.  
Attorneys representing the FWS argued that both the 
Bush and the Obama administrations approved of the 
delisting and that Congress intended to have flexibility 
in protecting species under the ESA. 
USSA News Alerts (above): 

U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance 

 

*************************************************

** 

 

10-07-31 Police: Stolen guns were to be used to overthrow the 

government 

    Raymond Franklin Peake III told investigators that "he would 

kill to defend his country and he was stealing weapons to defend 

his country," court documents read. 

     The Hampden Township man is in Cumberland County 

Prison without bail after being charged with homicide Saturday. 

Police said one of the weapons Peake, 64, stole resulted in the 

July 21 shooting death of lawyer Todd Getgen, 42, of Enola. 

    Thomas Franklin Tuso, 34, of Duncannon, was charged with 

receiving stolen property, theft and other charges in connection 

with the incident. 

    Both were arraigned before Magisterial District Judge Charles 

A. Clement Jr. Saturday. 

   A preliminary hearing is slated for Aug. 9 before Magisterial 

District Judge Paula Correal. 

Both Peake and Tuso are correction officers at State 

Correctional Institution at Camp Hill, a spokesperson confirmed 

Saturday. 

     "When something like this happens, they are suspended 

without pay," said Susan McNaughton, the state department of 

corrections press secretary. 

    Peake told police he had been stealing guns for an 

organization that is collecting firearms to overthrow the federal 

government, court documents say. Peake also told police that he 

and Tuso are members of the organization, but refused to give 

its name. 

    Found Getgen 

    In an affidavit released Saturday by authorities, Peake says he 

found Getgen dead at the rifle range on State Game Land 230 in 

North Middleton Township and took the AR-15 semiautomatic 

assault rifle that belonged to Getgen. 

      Police found Getgen's AR-15 and a Remington rifle that was 

stolen from the same shooting range, along with a AR-15 that 

belonged to Peake in a storage unit in South Middleton 

Township. 

    Witnesses key 

    Peake's arrest came after several key witness reports, starting 

with the May 21 theft of the Remington rifle. 

    According to the affidavit from Detective Timothy Lively, the 

owner of the Remington rifle reported to officer James Peterson 

of the North Middleton Township Police Department that his 

firearm was stolen May 21 at the 300-yard lane of the range 

when he went to check his target, leaving the rifle at the 

shooting table. 

        The witness said he saw a white male in his 50s to 60s in 

the area, but did not know where he went, the affidavit said. 

     Another person at the rifle range at that time reported seeing 

a white male in his 50s to 60s leave the range's parking lot in a 

white jeep, only to return moments later at a different location. 

     Lively spoke with this witness on July 26, showing him a 

photograph of a white Jeep Wrangler. The witness immediately 

identified it as the vehicle he saw at the range. Betty Peake, 

Raymond Peake's wife, was registered as the owner of the white 

Jeep Wrangler, the affidavit said. 

      Another witness said he was driving along Enola Road 

about 1 p.m. on the day Getgen was shot and was almost hit by a 

red colored vehicle that resembled a pick-up truck, as it was 

leaving the rifle range. The witness said the vehicle, which had 

a black cap, was being driven at a high speed by a white person, 

according to the affidavit. 

    The witness said the driver of the Jeep then stopped, reversed 

and pulled in behind his vehicle, staying behind him at a good 

distance, the affidavit said. The witness said the vehicle 

followed him until he reached Spring Road. 

      On July 24, Lively met with a witness who had been at the 

range the day before Getgen was shot and reported that a 

suspicious man had been watching him from a wooded area, the 

affidavit said. 

     The witness said he was alone at the range with a white male 

in his mid-sixties who was shooting an AR-15 rifle. The witness 

said he went to the same shooting table where Getgen was found 

the next day. While at the table, he heard a noise behind him 

and saw the man watching him from behind a wooded area 

located to the south of the range, near a trail that leads to the 

parking lot. 

     The witness said he then remembered his vehicle was 

unlocked, and left the table to walk to his vehicle. He said when 

returned to his vehicle, the suspicious man had left. The witness 

said he noticed that the vehicle parked next to him, described as 

a dark colored Jeep Unlimited with a    "Combat Wounded" 

Pennsylvania registration plate and a bronze star sticker in the 

window, was moved from the area around the rifle range to 

about 40 yards toward Enola Road, the affidavit said. 

The witness later identified the man as Raymond Peake. 
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       Lively had the PA State Police Criminal Intelligence Center 

find all of the "Combat Wounded" registration plates in the 

state. 

     According to PennDOT's website, "applicants must submit a 

legible photocopy" of either a "copy of the general order, a copy 

of the Certificate of Award or a certification of the award from 

the Veterans' Administration" that indicates they were wounded 

in combat. 

     It is not clear what branch of the armed services Peake served 

in. 

    The nearest plate discovered was for a 2008 Jeep Unlimited 

registered by Raymond Peake of 5230 Terrance Road, Hampden 

Township. 

      That same day, Les Freehling, Chief Detective of the 

Cumberland County District Attorney's Office Criminal 

Investigation Division, provided Lively with photos of a white 

Jeep Wrangler CJ7 style and a red colored Jeep Unlimited with a 

black cap and a "Combat Wounded" plate and bronze star 

sticker in the Peakes' driveway. Freehling was at the Peake 

residence to take exterior photos, the affidavit said. 

    Storage unit search 

     With these witness reports and the identified vehicles found 

in the Peake's driveway, investigators begin surveillance on 

Peake on July 28. During this time, they saw Peake place a 14-

gun cabinet from Dick's Sporting Goods in a storage unit at 

Midway Self Storage, 1545 Holly Pike, South Middleton 

Township. 

     When Peake walked into the Midway Self Storage's office 

and spoke with an employee about renting a storage unit last 

week, he seemed like a nice person, a co-owner said. 

    "He was very nice," said Donald Group, one of the owner's of 

the family-owned storage facility.   "Just a normal 

conversation." 

       Group said Peake had told an employee that he was in the 

U.S. Marine Reserves and was preparing to be serve a tour of 

duty in Iraq and that he needed a unit to store some items. 

    Peake rented a climate-control unit Wednesday, Group said 

and by Thursday, authorities were at the facility asking if they 

could enter the property for surveillance purposes. 

     On Thursday, investigators saw Peake drive his Jeep 

Unlimited to 3E Pfautz Road in  Duncannon, Perry County, the 

affidavit said. Investigators discovered from neighbors that the 

apartment was rented by Thomas Tuso. 

      Peake was seen approaching the house with a large black 

bag that appeared to be empty. Peake left the house about five 

minutes later with the bag, which now appeared to be full and 

heavy, according to the affidavit. 

      Peake placed the bag in his vehicle and drove to the storage 

facility, where investigators saw him take three weapons from 

his vehicle to put inside the storage unit. 

    On Friday, Group said, authorities were back, this time with a 

sealed searched warrant to search Peake's rented storage unit. 

      During the search, Lively found the gun cabinet, which held 

a Remington 700 .308 caliber rifle, a custom AR-15 with a 

Lewis Machine Company lower bearing with an attached 

Yankee Hill Machine company suppressor and another AR-15, 

the affidavit said. 

    Using the serial numbers on the firearms, investigators 

discovered the Remington rifle matched the gun stolen on May 

21 and that the AR-15 with the suppressor matched the one 

stolen from Getgen. 

     According to records from the bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 

and Firearms, the other AR-15 was purchased by Peake, the 

affidavit said. 

   Suspect interviews 

    After the search, Lively interviewed Peake at SCI-Camp Hill. 

Peake said that after finding Getgen's dead body and taking his 

weapon, he took the AR-15 to Tuso's home. Peake said he told 

Tuso the firearm belonged to the man killed at the rifle range 

and Tuso agreed to keep it for him in his bedroom. 

     When Lively interviewed Tuso, he admitted he had been 

aware of Getgen's murder and that his gun was missing. 

However, he said that he did not have any knowledge about the 

guns Peake apparently took from his home. Tuso said he had 

been watching Peake the whole time he was at his home, the 

affidavit said. 

     An interview with another resident of 3E Pfautz Road told 

investigators he never saw Tuso with long guns, but knew that 

he stored pistols in his bedroom closet. When Peake visited the 

apartment on July 29, the other resident said he went out to his 

vehicle and, after going back inside, saw Peake and Tuso go into 

Tuso's bedroom together. The witness left the apartment before 

Peake left the bedroom, according to the affidavit. 

      According to court documents, Peake had no criminal 

history, but Tuso has been charged with three minor citations 

within the past six years. 

     In 2004, he was charged for driving an unregistered vehicle 

in East Pennsboro Township and about five months later, he was 

charged for failing to stop at a stop sign in Lower Allen 

Township. About two months before Getgen was shot, Tuso was 

charged for engaging in a fight in Penn Township, Perry 

County. In each incident, Tuso pleaded guilty. 

 http://cumberlink.com/news/local/crime-and-

courts/article_feccaf18-9cdf-11df-acd4-001cc4c002e0.html 

 

10-07-30 Philadelphia officer involuntarily committed 

     A Philadelphia Policeman is facing charges in the theft of 

money from a bar in Northeast Philadelphia. He was 

involuntarily committed after finding out he was going to be 

arrested and fired. 

     56 year old K-9 officer Kenneth Crockett is facing theft and 

recovering stolen property charges for allegedly pocketing $800 

from a safe at Pats Cafe on Tuesday morning. District Attorney 

Seth Williams says when arrangements were being made for the 

officer's surrender he apparently became unstable.  

   "After his notification that he was going to be arrested and 

charged. It was clear to his family that he was a danger to 

himself. As a result of that the police were called and he was 

involuntarily committed for mental health evaluation" 

    Police Commissioner Charles Ramsey had no kind words for 

Crockett or any corrupt police officer. 

    "We've got too many guys than on occasion feel they have 

special privileges as police officers, they don't."  

     Crockett has been suspended with intent to dismiss. His 

arraignment will happen after his mental health evaluation. 

http://whyy.org/cms/news/government-

politics/2010/07/30/philadelphia-officer-involuntarily-

committed/42854 
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10-07-30 'Prime suspect' in custody in Enola man's shooting 

death, Cumberland County DA says 

   A 'prime suspect' is in custody tonight in the shooting death of 

Enola lawyer Todd Getgen, Cumberland County District 

Attorney David Freed announced at a press conference this 

evening. The suspect has not yet faced charges, but could as 

early as tonight, Freed said. 

    Investigators had "great success" with a search warrant this 

morning, Freed said, finding three stolen weapons from Midway 

Self Storage facility in South Middleton Township. One of the 

weapons was the custom-built AR-15 rifle with a .308-caliber 

silencer stolen from Getgen, and another was stolen in a May 21 

incident at the State Game Lands rifle range.  

    Authorities believe the third firearm recovered could be the 

weapon used to kill Getgen, Freed said. 

   A Special Emergency Response Team was called to enter the 

suspect's home because authorities had reason to believe the 

suspect had advanced knowledge of weapons and explosives, 

Freed said. 

      Authorities were searching sites in Hampden and Lower 

Allen townships and in Perry County for additional evidence 

this evening, Freed said. The suspect in custody works in Lower 

Allen Township, Freed added 

http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2010/07/prime_sus

pect_in_custody_in_en.html 

 

10-07-30 Stolen in 1989, returned Thursday 

  TERRELL, Texas -- A rural east Texas man has been reunited 

with his gun more than two decades after it was stolen.  

  Kauffman County Sheriff's Office spokeswoman Pat Laney 

says Bruce Garner received his H&R nine-shot revolver at a 

property hearing Thursday morning.  

  According to the Laney, burglars took the gun from Garner's 

home in Terrell soon after he moved there in June 1989. Terrell 

is about 30 miles east of Dallas.  

  The thieves were never caught, but deputies found the firearm 

at a pawn shop and traced it to Garner.  

   Garner says he's astounded that he was able to get his favorite 

gun back. The 59-year-old leathersmith says he once used it 

when he hunted and trapped to make money. 

http://www.yorkdispatch.com/ci_15639986?IADID=Search-

www.yorkdispatch.com-www.yorkdispatch.com 

 

10-07-30 York Police chief: Law student fatally shot during 

robbery gone bad 

    The would-be robber who gunned down James Wallmuth III 

in York City Wednesday night deprived the world of a bright, 

dedicated professional who was on his way to becoming an 

outstanding lawyer, according to his colleagues.  

   "He was great at what he did," said Kyle King, administrator 

for the York County District Attorney's Office. "He had a love of 

the law, that's for sure. He would've made a great attorney."  

   Jimmy Wallmuth, 28, of West Manchester Township, was 

sitting on a bench at Foundry Park, near the intersection of West 

Clarke Avenue and Grant Street, when he was shot in the back 

just after 11 p.m. while talking on his cell phone, York City 

Police said.  

   He died in York Hospital's operating room at 1:31 a.m. 

Thursday, according to the York County Coroner's Office. An 

autopsy Thursday afternoon determined he died of a gunshot 

wound to the chest and abdomen; his death has been ruled a 

homicide, the coroner's office said.  

   District Attorney Tom Kearney said Wallmuth was with 

friends Wednesday night at a local establishment, went outside 

to take a call from his girlfriend and was confronted by his 

killer.  

    Botched robbery: After the shooting, witnesses saw a male 

running from the scene, south on Grant and east on Market 

Street, police said. The male was in his late teens or early 20s, 

wearing a red shirt with three black cubes printed on it, and 

dark pants.  

   York City Police Chief Wes Kahley said the man in the red 

shirt is believed to be the shooter. He was with at least three 

other males in the area of Grant Street, the chief said.  

   "The motive was a robbery that seemed to go bad," Kahley 

said. "This person was an innocent victim who was minding his 

own business and was targeted by a predator, unfortunately."  

   The investigation indicates Wallmuth had been at the Water 

Way Bar & Grill, the chief said.  

   "Our hearts go out to his family. ... It's that much harder when 

the victim is innocent," Kahley said. "It's unacceptable and we're 

going to keep working to make sure it doesn't occur again."  

   The chief asked that anyone who might have seen anything 

unusual call police.  

   "We know there were people in the area who must have seen 

something," he said. "We'd like them to come forward. ... Every 

little bit of information is going to help us."  

   Kahley said some local neighbors might have security 

cameras, and he asks that they call police so detectives can 

check their videotape. Such cameras might not have recorded 

the crime, but might have recorded something that helps police 

solve this homicide, he said.  

    Worked for DA: Wallmuth worked in the district attorney's 

office for about four years; he was hired as a case manager on 

Aug. 15, 2005, according to King. Wallmuth left his position at 

the end of last summer to attend law school.  

   He had completed his first year at University of Pittsburgh's 

law school and was about to start his second year, according to 

local attorney John Hamme. Wallmuth was working as an intern 

at Hamme's law office this summer, and Hamme described him 

as brilliant.  

   As a case manager in the district attorney's office, Wallmuth 

assisted senior deputy prosecutor Tom Reilly with everything 

from pulling driving records of defendants to docketing criminal 

information, according to King.  

   "It's really a wide variety of things (that case managers 

handle)," King said.  

   "Jimmy was one of those guys who was very quiet and hard-

working," he said. "He'd shut his door. You'd see him at 

lunchtime, but other than that, he just plugged away."  

   Reilly also praised Wallmuth's skills and work ethic.  

   "He had a lot of cases to deal with, but he was able to do it 

all," Reilly said. "He was a good man. I had a lot of fun with 

him. ... I'm going to miss him a lot."  
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   West York grad: Wallmuth was primarily raised in York and 

graduated from West York Area High School in 2000, according 

to his father.  

    He was class president and also participated in student 

council and sports, including football and tennis.  

   In addition to his parents, Mary and James Wallmuth II, he 

leaves a younger brother and sister.  

   Jimmy Wallmuth graduated from Penn State in 2004 with a 

double major in English and history, then obtained his paralegal 

certificate at Penn State York, according to his father.  

    "He knew after four years at the district attorney's office that 

he wanted to be a lawyer," the elder Wallmuth said. "He liked 

the intellectual challenge of the law, but he also liked to help 

people."  

   Jimmy Wallmuth had many wide-ranging interests, including 

tinkering with old cars, according to his father.  

   "But he would have been the first to tell you that as a first-year 

law student, you don't have a lot of time to pursue anything but 

your class load," Wallmuth II said.  

   The Wallmuth family has been receiving a lot of support from 

the community, Wallmuth II said.  

   "It's the most random act of the ultimate violence," he said. 

"We're trying to deal with that."  

  Anyone with any information about James Wallmuth III's 

homicide -- and anyone who was in the area Wednesday night 

and saw anything unusual -- is urged to call York City 

detectives at 849-2219. After business hours, call 911. 

http://www.yorkdispatch.com/ci_15631453 

 

10-07-30  Iraq War veteran acquitted in '09 fatal shooting of 

guest in Stroud Township 

    It's been a stressful two years and 11 months for Valerie Rose 

and her son, Jerel Johnson. 

     As if the August 2007 murder of Rose's fiance and Johnson's 

stepfather-to-be wasn't enough, Johnson himself was charged in 

April 2009 with first-degree murder in the fatal shooting of a 

family friend in their Stroud Township home. 

     Life could have gotten even worse Thursday had a jury 

convicted Johnson, 24, of killing Mingo Lee, 51, of Jackson 

Township, but the jury instead acquitted Johnson on all charges. 

     Johnson smiled and hugged defense attorney James Swetz 

while his family joined hands and shed tears of relief, as the jury 

announced "not guilty" on charges of first- and third-degree 

murder and voluntary manslaughter. 

     On the other side of the courtroom, Lee's family and friends 

remained stoic, as did assistant district attorneys Donald Leeth 

and Jeremy Bolles and Stroud Area Regional Police Detective 

Richard Wolbert. All were visibly disappointed. 

     "I feel justice was served," a relieved Johnson said as sheriff's 

deputies escorted him from the courtroom after the verdict. 

     The jury deliberated for less than three hours on the evidence 

and testimony presented during the three-day trial. 

     The following points presented during testimony were key to 

the defense's victory: 

     The U.S. Army had trained Johnson to recognize when his 

life was in danger and "neutralize the threat." His time in Iraq, 

which included combat, gave him post-traumatic stress disorder, 

although Veterans' Administration records show nothing 

traumatic happened to him. 

     Lee's close friend, retired New York corrections officer Barry 

Rose, 46, of Bushkill, had become a father figure to Johnson, 

who never knew his own father. Rose was engaged to marry 

Johnson's mother, who legally took his last name after his death. 

     When three young men broke into Rose's home in August 

2007 and one of the three killed him during a shootout, his 

death deeply affected his loved ones. Unable to deal with or 

express his grief and the horror of his military experiences in 

healthy ways, Johnson kept it all bottled up. 

     In April 2009, after the three men involved in Rose's death 

had all been brought to justice, Johnson had a barbecue at his 

home and invited Lee and other friends. All of them were 

drinking. 

     Johnson and Lee, known for his short temper and extreme 

sensitivity to people saying anything negative about Rose, were 

both drunk when they got into a conversation about Rose's 

murder. 

     Johnson became emotional when talking about how the three 

young men involved in Rose's death had thrown their lives 

away. Lee took offense, said Johnson was acting like a sissy, and 

attacked him, repeatedly punching him in the face. 

     Unable to get Lee to stop, Johnson told another guest to call 

911, got his 9mm handgun from his bedroom and told Lee to 

leave his house. Lee refused to leave, threatened to kill Johnson 

and came at him again. 

     Johnson fired two shots at Lee's torso, which didn't stop Lee, 

and then two more shots at Lee's legs, causing Lee to fall 

forward into a push-up position. Johnson fired 10 more times 

while moving around Lee to make sure Lee stayed down and 

then remained on scene until police and ambulances arrived. 

Lee was hit 13 times. 

     Johnson admitted telling police afterward, "I hope he dies," 

saying he was upset over what had happened. 

     "It's always difficult when someone like Mingo Lee loses 

their life," Swetz said after the verdict. "Jerel is not guilty 

because he acted in self-defense under the law." 

     Johnson's family and friends declined to comment. 

     "We respect the jury's decision," Leeth said. "It's a tough 

time for both families. I hope Mr. Lee's family can grow 

stronger, find peace and remember him for who he truly was." 

Lee's friend, Darryl Sanders of Stroudsburg, called the verdict 

"ridiculous." 

     "How is shooting someone 13 times considered self-

defense?," Sanders asked, shaking his head. "Yes, they were 

both drunk, and Mingo might have attacked Jerel or whatever, 

but Jerel could have just wounded him to stop him. Why shoot 

him 10 more times after he's down? 

     "I just can't believe that my friend, a hard-working father 

with a college education, the man who stepped in to help out 

Jerel and his mom after Barry's death and even helped Jerel get 

a job, is dead at Jerel's hands and Jerel now gets off free," he 

said. "Life just isn't fair sometimes." 

For at least two jurors, deliberating on a murder trial was a new 

experience. 

     "For me, it was pretty emotional," said Randall Rudd of 

Stroudsburg. "I walked in not knowing what to expect. Though 

this situation is tragic for all involved, I'm at peace with our 

verdict. I don't feel the prosecution proved its case." 
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     John Ferro of Middle Smithfield Township said, "It's a crazy 

experience. You can't talk about the case to anyone outside of 

the courtroom, but you can't sleep at night. 

     "I feel we did our duty in this tough, tragic case and made a 

difficult decision," Ferro said. "This young man may have used 

poor judgment, but in the end they didn't prove that he intended 

to kill this man." 

http://www.poconorecord.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100

730/NEWS/7300365 

 

10-07-29 Defendant details circumstances leading to Stroud 

fatal shooting 

    Jerel Johnson testified Wednesday that a misunderstanding 

escalated into a violent argument that led to the April 25, 2009, 

fatal shooting in his Stroud Township home. 

    "He took what I said out of context," said Johnson, 24, on 

trial for the killing of Mingo Lee, 51, of Jackson Township. 

   Johnson said he feared for his life when the bigger, stronger 

Lee attacked and threatened to kill him, which is why he ended 

up having to shoot Lee. 

    Dressed in a suit and speaking in a quick, clear, articulate 

manner, the clean-cut U.S. Army veteran who served in Iraq 

testified about the circumstances leading up to the incident, 

responding to defense attorney James Swetz's questions. 

   Retired New York corrections officer Barry Rose, 46, of 

Bushkill, was Lee's close friend and a father figure to Johnson, 

whose own father had been absent from his life. Rose and 

Johnson's mother were engaged to be married. 

   In August 2007, three young men broke into Rose's home and 

one of the three fatally shot him after Rose awoke and 

discovered the intruders in his home. On April 23, 2009, the last 

of the three men were brought to justice. 

   Two days later, Johnson had a barbecue and invited Lee and 

other friends to his home, where everyone had alcoholic drinks. 

    Johnson and Lee were in the living room when they got into a 

conversation about Rose's murder. Johnson said Lee took offense 

to what he said about the three young men involved in Rose's 

murder throwing away their lives, called him a sissy and began 

punching him in the face. 

   "He was looking for a fight, but I wasn't gonna give him one," 

Johnson said. 

   Johnson said Lee hit him again and that other guests had 

started to leave by then. 

   "I didn't see anyone really trying to step in and stop it," he 

said. 

    Assistant District Attorney Donald Leeth asked, "So, he 

embarassed you in front of your friends in your home by calling 

you names and beating up on you and you didn't get mad? You 

didn't wanna kill him?" 

  Johnson said, "No. This whole thing had started with him 

taking what I said out of context. I was trying to get him to calm 

down." 

   Seeing Lee wasn't going to stop, Johnson eventually went 

upstairs to his bedroom, got his handgun from under his pillow, 

came back down and told Lee, "You need to leave my house 

right now." 

   "He came at me and punched me in the side of the head," 

Johnson said. "I went down and dropped the gun. That's when 

he told me he was gonna kill me." 

   Johnson, down on one knee, retrieved his gun, aimed at Lee's 

center mass and fired two shots. Lee kept coming, and Johnson, 

still down on one knee, fired twice more at Lee's legs. 

   As Lee fell forward and landed in a push-up position, Johnson 

got up and moved past him, firing 14 more times to make sure 

Lee stayed down. Stroud Area Regional Police said Johnson told 

them afterward that he had shot Lee eight times, but an autopsy 

later revealed 13 bullet wounds in Lee's body. 

   "You told police arriving on scene afterward, 'I hope he dies,'" 

Leeth said. 

   Johnson said, "I did say that because, at that point, I was upset 

over what had happened." 

   Clinical/forensic psychologist Dr. Frank Dattilio testified that 

Johnson's military training and post-traumatic stress disorder 

from his service in Iraq, plus the bottled-up pain of losing Rose, 

affected his state of mind and how he reacted in the situation 

with Lee. 

   Leeth pointed out that Veterans' Administration records on 

Johnson show nothing traumatic having happened to him during 

his military service. Dattilio said VA personnel being 

understaffed and overwhelmed, coupled with many veterans' 

reluctance to share their combat experiences, often results in VA 

records being incomplete or inaccurate. 

    Closing arguments begin at 9:30 a.m. today, after which the 

jury will start deliberating. 

http://www.poconorecord.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100

729/NEWS/7290311/-1/NEWSLETTER100 

 

10-07-29 DA won't charge sheriff over firearms license fees 

    Lehigh official charged more than state's rate for concealed 

weapons permits.  

   Lehigh County's top law enforcement officer will not press 

criminal charges against Sheriff Ron Rossi or his staff over a 

disputed fee for licenses to carry concealed firearms. 

   The sheriff's office has been criticized by residents and other 

elected officials for charging $38 for the licenses, despite the 

fact that state law establishes the fee at $25. 

   The sheriff has said he was charging $38 to cover the costs of 

providing plastic licenses, but that people who wanted to pay 

$25 could still do so and receive less durable paper versions. 

   The application for the licenses didn't list $25 as an option, 

though, and many people apparently paid the higher fee without 

realizing they didn't have to. 

   In a press release, District Attorney James Martin noted that 

the sheriff's office has revised the application to note that there 

are both $25 and $38 versions of the licenses. 

  The release also states Rossi "had no apparent criminal intent" 

in charging the higher fee. 

   Martin's official ruling has been expected since a review by 

the county solicitor's office found there was no evidence Rossi 

violated state law. The district attorney indicated at that time he 

didn't feel charges were warranted, but said he wanted more 

time to study the matter before making a final determination. 

   Rossi is not the only county sheriff charging more than the 

$25 specified in state law. Northampton County, for instance, 

charges $35 for the licenses. Activists are now pushing for 

county sheriffs across the state to slash those higher fees so 

everyone is paying the same amount. 
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 http://www.mcall.com/news/local/mc-lehigh-county-sheriff-

20100729,0,5492446.story 

 

10-07-29 Special report: Frustration over York City's Shot 

Spotter system 

   The city's $600,000 Shot Spotter system detected only two of 

the city's nine homicides involving gunfire in 2009.  

   That means seven went undetected, including the gunshots 

that killed 9-year-old Ciara Savage, caught in the crossfire of a 

gang fight on Mother's Day.  

   In 2008, York became the first city in Pennsylvania to install 

the system, followed by Harrisburg one year later. At that time, 

officials said the system was necessary to target neighborhoods 

with frequent reports of gunshots.  

  Now, police say they are "disappointed" and "frustrated" with 

the system's performance.  

   The system is designed to detect gunshots, map their location 

and notify the York County 911 center within seconds. Eight 

cameras connected to the system automatically turn in the 

direction of the shots.  

   When the system was installed, then-mayor John Brenner told 

The York Dispatch Shot Spotter was a "wise investment."  

   York City Police have paid about $200,000 on it and still owe 

about $400,000. The system also requires about $70,000 in 

maintenance upkeep annually.  

   In addition to Ciara, the homicides of Ronald Lee Simmons, 

Pedro Julio Solios-Baez, John Houseman, Jessica Morales, Idder 

Salazar and Jahieda Minier were not detected by Shot Spotter 

one year after its installation.  

   The system did not detect the homicides of Simmons and 

Houseman because they occurred inside a residence and a 

vehicle, beyond the capabilities of Shot Spotter, police said.  

  The police's Shot Spotter performance log does not indicate 

why the other incidents were not detected.  

   Questions: York City Police Chief Wes Kahley inherited the 

system from former Police Commissioner Mark Whitman. 

Kahley said he is most concerned when the system does not 

detect gunfire at all.  

   "We're disappointed it's not detecting our homicides," he said. 

"It's frustrating to say the least."  

  Gregg Rowland, senior vice president for Shot Spotter, said the 

system should pick up an incident as long as it occurs within its 

coverage area.  

   He said York has a "very limited coverage area." Because the 

software is so expensive, most cities choose their worst areas 

and install sensors in those, Rowland said.  

   "It covers two or three square miles of the city," he said. 

"(York City Police) put it where they want to put it."  

   Within reach: Ciara Savage was shot in the back by a drive-by 

shooter while playing outside with friends on the 500 block of 

South Duke Street in May 2009, police said.  

   There are two Shot Spotter sensors within one block, Kahley 

said. Both sensors failed to detect the incident, according to 

York City Police's Shot Spotter performance log.  

  Police charged Nigel Ali Maitland, 19, of 606 Smith St., with 

first-degree murder, criminal conspiracy and illegal firearm 

possession for his involvement in Ciara's homicide. He turned 

himself in to police two days after the shooting on May 11. He 

could face the death penalty if convicted.  

  Ciara was hit with a stray bullet from a fight between "guys 

from the 'South Side' and guys from Parkway Projects," 

according to Maitland's arrest affidavit.  

    Rowland, senior vice president for Shot Spotter, said he is not 

sure why Shot Spotter did not detect gunfire in Ciara's homicide.  

   "I couldn't comment because I just don't know whether that's 

in the coverage area or what happened," he said. "In this case, 

I'm not sure whether it was in the coverage area or not or 

whether (the system) heard it or not."  

   Kahley remembers the day Ciara was shot. And with multiple 

gunshots in the middle of the street, he said there was no excuse 

why Shot Spotter did not detect it.  

   "I was in there that day on the phone with Shot Spotter," he 

said. "I never got an answer."  

  A difference? Kahley said the outcome could have been 

different if Shot Spotter detected the gunfire.  

  "What it might have done, had it worked properly, is notified a 

(cruiser) in the area and gotten some witnesses," he said. "(It 

could have) moved the investigation along faster."  

   Another problem officers have with the system is that it 

identifies a majority of incidents as gunfire -- even if the noise is 

something else, such as firecracker pops or construction work.  

   Kahley said officers are beginning to lose faith in the system 

because of the large number of misclassifications the system 

gets.  

   "It's like the boy that cries wolf," he said. "I wish the system 

would work to the capabilities we thought it would. I'm 

disappointed with results, but it's a tool we have, and we're 

trying to utilize it. We're tweaking it."  

   Tweaks: Sgt. Troy Bankert took over running Shot Spotter in 

January 2009. He increased the sensitivity on the sensors to 

weed out noises that the system might misclassify.  

   He also asked York County 911 operators to use discretion 

when dispatching "shots fired" calls. Dispatchers can replay the 

sound that is captured by Shot Spotter sensors and determine if 

it is truly gunfire. Bankert said firecracker pops have a distinct 

whistle sound.  

   Both of these changes have made a significant difference in 

falsely dispatched calls, Bankert said.  

   The system recorded 3,168 incidents in 2009. The most 

incidents were recorded in May and July. Police said 710 

incidents were recorded in May, but were determined to be 

construction work, and 685 incidents were recorded in July, but 

determined to be firecrackers.  

   The system includes more than 40 devices that are on rooftops 

throughout the city. Bankert said the 600 block of West 

Princess, 300 and 400 blocks of South Queen and the 100 block 

of East Maple streets record the most activity each year.  

   Bankert said the eight cameras included in the Shot Spotter 

system are the most helpful tool. The cameras automatically turn 

toward the direction of gunfire about five seconds after it occurs, 

Bankert said.  

   He said the cameras are sometimes used as corroborative 

evidence. Although they do not necessarily film the shooting, 

they can potentially catch people leaving the scene, and police 

can pull license plate numbers from vehicles leaving.  

   In Sease's murder in August, which was detected by Shot 

Spotter, witnesses told police an argument between two men 
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stopped briefly when one of the men left. But the man returned 

and shot Sease, 32, in the head.  

  Once the gunfire blast went off, a camera automatically turned 

toward 596 W. Princess St. and captured the location of Sease's 

body and a suspect walking away from the incident.  

   Police arrested Dexter Wright, 41, at his home about nine 

hours after the shooting because he was caught on camera.  

   Mayor to meet with police: Chief Kahley has brought his 

concerns to Mayor Kim Bracey, who promises to meet with 

police in the next 30 days to discuss the system.  

   "I really don't know enough about it to say it's something we're 

going to scrap or continue at this juncture," Bracey said. 

"(Kahley) has asked for a review, and I will definitely do that. I 

want to make sure the men and women of this police department 

have all the tools to get the job done efficiently."  

    Bracey said the upcoming meeting will be to determine how 

to review the system. A decision to keep Shot Spotter will not be 

made until a review is complete, she said.  

   Despite the system's camera technology, Bankert said police 

would have the same amount of success closing homicide cases 

without Shot Spotter as they currently do with it.  

   Cameras in the system are typically only used as corroborative 

evidence, since they are not activated until after gunfire goes off.  

  Bankert said the difference without the system would be it 

would take police longer to close investigations.  

   "A majority of the credit (for closing cases) goes to 

conventional police work," he said. "It doesn't replace an officer 

-- it's just a tool. We would retain the same success without it."  

Seven undetected 2009 gunfire homicides  

  In addition to Ciara Savage, Ronald Lee Simmons and John 

Houseman, four other homicides were not detected by Shot 

Spotter. Sgt. Troy Bankert said all of these areas are within the 

designated coverage area.  

  ---Pedro Julio Solis-Baez, 30, of York City, was fatally shot in 

the 200 block of Susquehanna Avenue, near the corner of South 

Queen Street and East College Avenue on July 31. Allegedly 

killed by Jose Alberto Castro, 24, of 451 S. Queen St., who was 

arrested about 3 p.m. Aug. 11, in an apartment building in 

Bronx, N.Y.  

  ---Jessica Morales, 33, who had just moved from Ohio to her 

sister's home in the 500 block of South Court Street, was fatally 

shot November 15. Her estranged boyfriend, Julio Angel 

Gonzalez-Pagan, 39, of New Philadelphia, Ohio, allegedly drove 

to York and fatally shot her in the head and chest.  

   Gonzalez's defense attorney told the judge he is not competent 

to stand trial. The judge ordered Gonzalez to a state hospital for 

treatment to stand trial.  

 ---Idder Salazar, 32, and Jahieda Minier, 20, both of York City, 

were fatally shot about 3 a.m. in the 200 block of East Poplar 

Street in York City. No arrests have been made.  

  Two detected 2009 gunfire homicides  

   Shot Spotter did detect gunfire in two of the city's homicides 

involving gunfire in 2009. In addition to Derrick Sease, Shot 

Spotter successfully detected Donnell McIntyre.  

---Donnell Omar McIntyre, 34, of Hellam Township, was fatally 

shot in the 500 block of South Queen Street. Allegedly killed by 

fellow gang member Anthony Kareem Hayes after the two 

argued over a woman. Hayes is awaiting trial.  

   Shot Spotter did detect gunfire, and a camera captured the 

crowd that gathered after the incident. 

http://www.yorkdispatch.com/ci_15631059?IADID=Search-

www.yorkdispatch.com-www.yorkdispatch.com 

 

10-07-29 No takers on hoagies for guns swap in Pt. Breeze 

         A Philadelphia hoagie shop is offering gun owners a deal 

this week: turn in your weapon and get two hoagies, chips, and a 

drink. 

    Despite the best efforts of Ricci's Hoagie Shop, no one has 

taken advantage of the deal. 

   The lunch rush is lining up at the hoagie shop in Point Breeze. 

Store owner Rich Pagliarella says the area is no stranger to 

shootings. 

    "The week before we opened up a young man was killed right 

outside the store with an AK-47. There was 37 shots. And that's 

what gave me the idea before I opened." 

     Neighborhood resident Sarah Moore doesn't have any guns to 

turn in with her order, but she hopes others will. 

     "We need to get some of these guns off the streets that's for 

sure. The hoagies are good. They're worth turn in a gun to get 

two hoagies. They're delicious." 

    A trio of Police officers stands outside the front door – 

waiting to take a gun from anyone who wants to turn it in.  

   Officer Erin Tokley is staying positive someone will turn in a 

gun. 

   "Well you never know. It's something you should applaud. 

Anything we get off the street is a plus. I mean if you get one 

gun, it's worth it. So, we're hopeful." 

     Outside store owner Rich Pagliarella points to the divots in 

the brick and broken windows from the deadly incident that 

sparked the hoagies for guns deal. 

"One of the bullets hit here, hit over across the street and blew 

out these two windows." 

    Still, Pagliarellasays, he didn't hesitate to open the store. 

    "You could die anywhere. You can die drivin' a car, you know 

what I mean? It doesn't matter. I'm here to serve the people. It's 

my life, it's my livelihood and I enjoy doin' it." 

http://whyy.org/cms/news/government-politics/2010/07/29/no-

takers-on-hoagies-for-guns-swap-in-pt-breeze/42779 

VN:F [1.8.9_1076] 

 

10-07-29 Pa. sporting goods dealer gets prison for exports 

   SCRANTON, Pa. - A sporting goods store owner from 

northeastern Pennsylvania has been sentenced to nearly three 

years in prison for illegally exporting military equipment to 

Russia. 

  A federal judge in Scranton sentenced 48-year-old Mark 

Komoroski of Nanticoke to 32 months on Thursday. 

  Prosecutors say Komoroski conspired with a Russian 

businessman to smuggle equipment such as rifle scopes, 

firearms magazines and face shields to Russia, where it would 

be resold. 

  Certain sophisticated weapons and accessories cannot be 

exported from the United States without permission from the 

State Department. 

  Komoroski, who owns D&R Sports Center, had pleaded guilty 

on Aug. 4 to conspiracy charges. 
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http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/state/pennsylvania/

99579039.html 

 

10-07-29 Pennsylvania sheriffs meet for seminars and 

camaraderie 

   Scores of sheriffs from across the state who descended on 

Chester County Wednesday will be easy to spot as they tour the 

region: Look for the white cowboy hats.  

    Borrowing from old TV westerns, where "the good guys wear 

white hats," Chester County Sheriff Carolyn Bunny Welsh 

included the chapeaus in materials distributed at the 88th annual 

conference of the Pennsylvania Sheriffs' Association.  

   "This is hat central," Welsh proclaimed as her counterparts 

donned their headgear in the lobby of the Inn at Chester 

Springs.  

   As Welsh, the president of the state association, instructed one 

sheriff to give the hat "a tilt to the front," another asked 

facetiously whether the hat might make his derriere "look fat."  

  Despite the frivolity, sheriffs said the four-day conference will 

tackle some serious issues, such as determining how to promote 

passage of House Bill 2585, which would authorize sheriffs and 

deputy sheriffs to make arrests in some circumstances.  

  "We don't have the money or the manpower to do police work, 

but we should be able to effectuate an arrest if we see a crime 

happen in front of us," Juniata County Sheriff Tom Lyter said.  

   Welsh said another focus will be training in "rapid response to 

active shooters." Since the shootout at Columbine High School 

in 1999, she said, law enforcement has moved from assembling 

SWAT teams and surrounding buildings to taking more 

immediate action.  

   "If someone is shooting, you need to take out the shooter 

before more casualties occur," she said, adding that Philadelphia 

Deputy Paris Washington will lead that session.  

  Other safety initiatives will include a presentation by Chester 

County President Judge James P. MacElree 3d on a firearms 

course for judges and a seminar on defensive tactics for K-9 

teams by Terry Fleck, a 26-year police dog trainer and handler.  

   The opportunity to trade experiences with colleagues of varied 

backgrounds from diverse counties is invaluable, participants 

said.  

   Welsh said Philadelphia and Allegheny Counties have about 

200 deputies while Forest County has eight.  

  "Four are part-time," added Forest County Sheriff Robert L. 

Wolfgang.  

   The conference, which is designed to mix education with 

brainstorming and camaraderie, will offer myriad opportunities 

for the latter during evening hours, Welsh said.  

   In addition to entertainment by the Mummers, the sheriffs, 

chief deputies, and their families can attend a Blue Rocks game 

in Wilmington or throw the dice in Atlantic City. Trips to QVC, 

the Chadds Ford Winery, Longwood Gardens, and Valley Forge 

will be available during the day for spouses and children.  

  Welsh hopes the activities will lure some of the sheriffs back as 

tourists.  

  "We have a lot to offer here," she said. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/local/99528239.html 

 

10-07-29  Firing line – Appleseed course in NYT 

     One June morning last year, Jack Dailey drove from his 

home in North Carolina’s Piedmont country, through verdant, 

hilly farmland to a rifle range near the town of Ramseur. Eleven 

men and a woman had mustered there for a weeklong boot camp 

run by the Appleseed Project, a group Dailey started that is 

dedicated to teaching every American how to fire a bullet 

through a man-size target out to 500 yards. So far Appleseed has 

taught 25,000 people to shoot; 7,000 more will learn by the end 

of this year. Its instructors teach this skill not for the purpose of 

hunting or sport. They see marksmanship as fundamental to 

Americans’ ability to defend their liberty, whether against 

foreigners or the agents of a (hypothetical) tyrannical 

government. Appleseed frames this activity as being somewhere 

between a historical re-enactment and a viable last resort. I came 

to find out how serious they were.  

    Dailey, Appleseed’s founder and rhetorician in chief, is a tall 

man with silver hair. He wore black sneakers, a red polo shirt 

tucked into jeans and a red baseball cap. Sixty-six years old, he 

could have been a grandfather spending a leisurely morning on 

a public golf course if not for his unyielding expression and his 

voice, which is well equipped for the stirring up of men.  

   In the previous day’s lecture, Dailey discussed taxes — the 

situation of the American taxpayer, he said, compared 

unfavorably with the lives of slaves in ancient Egypt. Today he 

got down to the matter at hand: defense against overweening 

government. “Look at the choice those guys made,” he said, 

referring to the colonial-era militia. “I’ll post you 65 yards from 

the road. In a few hours there’s gonna be hundreds of redcoats 

marching down that road. Your liberty depends on you stopping 

’em.”  

    Two lead musket balls were passed around the clubhouse, 

through the hands of a camouflaged Navy midshipman, two 

sheriff’s deputies, a farm-owning factory worker, a college 

professor, a pilot, a retiree and a high-school sophomore. Those 

who shot an “expert” score on Dailey’s qualification test would 

become “riflemen,” as designated by olive-green patches. For 

now, most of these novice shooters were referred to as “cooks.”  

   “When you fire that first shot, those redcoats are gonna be 

mad,” Dailey said. “They’re gonna come at you with those 16-

inch bayonets. There’ll be three or four of ’em before you load 

your second shot.” He paused. Thoughts of bayonets seemed to 

linger in the silent room. “Not much percentage in that choice. 

We know now that they won. But for them? No guarantees.”  

   The Appleseed Project began with commentaries Dailey 

writes, under the byline of “Fred,” that run beside 

advertisements for his surplus-rifle-stock business in the 

magazine Shotgun News. In 2005, he organized his first 

Appleseed shoots in Wyoming and Texas. The combination of 

military-style rifle training, star-spangled rhetoric and low cost 

($70 for two days; free for women, minors and military 

personnel) proved catching. Word of the program spread 

through gun culture and survivalist Web sites. The tax filings of 

the Revolutionary War Veterans Association, the nonprofit 

group that oversees Appleseed, show that the group now has 

$334,000 in cash. The Appleseed Web site lists as many as 100 

shoots a month on the outskirts of towns like Eureka, Kan., Pine 

Bluffs, Wyo., and Coeur D’Alene, Idaho.  

    At the North Carolina shoot, the cooks came from Georgia, 

Florida, Illinois and Ohio, bearing .22-caliber Rugers and 
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Marlins outfitted with custom sights — what Appleseed calls 

Liberty Training Rifles. Though they were diverse in age and 

class, their uniformly white skin, down-home talk and 

traditional values suggested a common attachment to an 

America that had lost its long-held claim to the cultural center. 

While Dailey has said Appleseed should be apolitical, the talk at 

this Appleseed boot camp and at several others I attended across 

the country over the course of a year contained pieces of a 

conversation that has unfolded behind the motley carnivals of 

the Tea Party movement: a serious deliberation on the right 

about the nature of the American founding and the limits of 

incivility. Sharron Angle, the Republican nominee for Senate in 

Nevada who is campaigning against Harry Reid, has spoken of 

the possibility of “Second Amendment remedies” for 

Congressional action. “The nation is arming,” she told The 

Reno Gazette-Journal in May. “What are they arming for if it 

isn’t that they are so distrustful of their government? They’re 

afraid they’ll have to fight for their liberty in more Second 

Amendment kinds of ways. That’s why I look at this as almost 

an imperative. If we don’t win at the ballot box, what will be the 

next step?” Rick Barber, a Republican candidate for Congress in 

Alabama, has broadcast an ad in which an actor dressed as 

George Washington declares, “Gather your armies.”  

     Are statements like these rhetorical flourishes or calls to 

arms? Determining whether this revolutionary talk constitutes a 

threat comes down to finding the fine line between expressing 

anger and inciting the angry to action, a distinction that is clear 

as a matter of law but less so in cultural practice. In April, on 

the 15th anniversary of the Oklahoma City bombing, former 

President Bill Clinton sought to move this cultural line, 

comparing today’s antigovernment sentiment with that of the 

mid-’90s. Clinton argued that those who demonize the federal 

government could be courting another tragedy. There is, 

however, a rejoinder to this from the right. “The sense in the 

year 2010 that there’s something threatening about civilian 

marksmanship is a function of 1990s political correctness and 

guilt by association,” Nick Dranias, director of the Center for 

Constitutional Government at the Goldwater Institute, said. 

“These groups are trying to take guns out of the shadows and 

display them proudly, in public, not as a bunch of weirdos 

crawling around the forest at night.”  

   Inside the Appleseed Project, the question of where an armed 

citizenry should draw this line remains open. Later that week, as 

he sipped a Coke at a nearby McDonald’s, Dailey flirted with an 

answer. “If you ever have to reach for your guns, you’ve lost 

before you started,” he said, and then doubled back. “Now, there 

are probably some narrow, hypothetical exceptions to that. Like 

if somebody in the government said, ‘We’re taking over the 

country.’ You might find there’d be a spontaneous. . . . I don’t 

know. I don’t know what it would be. And to be perfectly honest 

with you, I wouldn’t want to see it.”  

    The first night’s campfire sounded less like sedition and more 

like men telling stories of times they looked death in the eye. 

Ron Vandiver, the boot camp’s head instructor, made death’s 

acquaintance while trying to repair a swaying radio tower on a 

stormy afternoon. Vandiver is the kind of man that Dailey likes 

to characterize as a “regular American,” words intended as the 

highest praise. A stout 42-year-old with a gadget-laden belt, he 

looked like a dad I might see at Home Depot. His eyes watered 

up when he spoke of an ancestor who fought in the Continental 

Army. He asked how far back each of us could feel our national 

history as opposed to just reading about it. “The war between the 

states,” one man said. “World War II,” another said. “That’s a 

shame,” Vandiver said. “We’re here to extend your historical 

horizon of empathy.”  

   The main zones for projecting the past onto the present were 

the “redcoats,” paper targets stapled to wooden poles at 25 

meters. Four red silhouettes represented kills at 100, 200, 300 

and 400 yards. On the third day the cooks moved to the 500-

yard range, where they fired AR-15’s, M1As, and M1 Garands. 

In the middle of the firing line lay David and Darrell Garvey, 

two brothers with sun-reddened skin and graying beards. Before 

the housing crash, the Garveys grossed as much as $1 million a 

year installing floors in vacation homes. Now they were 

unemployed. They loaded their magazines and pulled the 

charging handles. “Ready on the right!” Vandiver bellowed. 

“Ready on the left! All ready on the firing line. . . . Fire!”  

    Darrell Garvey pressed his eye to the scope, trying to keep a 

red dot fixed on the blurry figure in the distance. He stilled his 

breathing and slowly squeezed the trigger. “Cease fire!” 

Vandiver shouted. “Unload and clear!” Darrell disarmed his 

rifle. He walked up the slope to his target and huffed in 

exasperation. A few shots hadn’t even hit the paper.  

   Darrell turned to Vandiver. “If, God forbid, the worst happens 

and this all becomes reality, would you recommend shooting out 

at 500 or waiting ’til they came closer in?”  

   “I’m too old and fat to run fast,” Vandiver answered. “So I 

like to give myself as big a head start as possible. On a two-way 

shooting range, I’m inclined to hit them out at 500.”  

    “Fred’s Plan to Save America,” an early photocopied 

manifesto, sets forth a doctrine of deterrence. Shooting is 

“training for the Day,” Dailey wrote. “The Day that will never 

come, if enough of us are ready for it.” Appleseed occasionally 

attracts those who believe this Day is already here. Dailey calls 

such fringe beliefs “the dark side.” One man at an Appleseed 

boot camp in Nevada announced his plan to assassinate county 

officials and ignite a guerrilla war. “It kinda floored me when he 

blurted that out,” Dailey recalls. “We fight this militia stuff all 

the time. If there’s the slightest truth to what he said, he was a 

dead man. Which means there’s probably no truth at all.” In 

Ramseur, Dailey’s rousing talk was followed by an introduction 

to the “soft war” fought with “ballots, not bullets.” Dailey did 

not say how the ballots should be cast, but I did meet many 

senior Appleseed instructors with affinities for The Limbaugh 

Letter and Tea Party rallies (all of whom nonetheless obeyed the 

prohibition on partisan discussions during the program itself).  

    Last fall, a report by the Anti-Defamation League called 

Appleseed part of a trend in which romanticized notions of 

armed resistance have “percolated beyond extremist groups and 

movements into the mainstream.” It stopped short of saying 

Appleseed was itself an extremist group, though Mark 

Pitcavage, the A.D.L.’s director of investigative research, 

characterized Appleseed as a potential gateway to militias. “I’m 

concerned not in the sense that I think the Appleseed Project is 

dangerous,” he told me. “But it does have a goal of 

indoctrination.”  

   But the sociologist James William Gibson, whose book 

“Warrior Dreams” analyzed civilian paramilitary culture since 
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the mid-’70s, says Appleseed and the broader movement around 

it are unlikely to pose a danger to civil society. “When a culture 

is in crisis, the first response is often to go back to the creation 

myth and start over again,” he told me. “The narrative is ‘we’re 

going to redo the narrative of the United States by returning to 

origins, to marksmanship.’ People are focusing on the idea that 

America’s problems can be resolved into something that can be 

shot. It doesn’t exactly encourage systematic reflection, but it’s a 

long ways from a civil war.”  

    The National Rifle Association declined to address the 

question of where Appleseed fits into the gun culture. “We are 

familiar with who they are and what they do,” a spokesman, 

Andrew Arulanandam, told me. “But given that we don’t have 

firsthand experience, we are reticent to say anything beyond 

that.” Maynard Reid Jr., the sheriff of Randolph County in 

North Carolina, which includes the Ramseur range, told me he 

hadn’t heard of the Appleseed Project, though he sometimes 

rents the range from Dailey for sniper training. “Jack Dailey is a 

straightforward guy,” he told me. “He don’t try to sugarcoat 

things. He’s a good man, as far as I know.”  

   Appleseed’s claim to mainstream legitimacy is bolstered by 

the group’s ties to active-duty members of the military. In 

March, an instructor who works as a researcher at White Sands 

Missile Range in New Mexico arranged for Appleseed to 

conduct five days of training with a brigade from the Second 

Engineer Battalion. Appleseed also gave free on-base training to 

a unit from the South Carolina National Guard. I shot at 

Appleseed boot camps alongside Marines looking to hone their 

skills before deployment. They came to Appleseed out of 

uniform, on their own accord. The final two days of the 

Ramseur boot camp were led by 26-year-old John Hawes, who 

won a Silver Star in Afghanistan and recently taught 

marksmanship to soldiers at Fort Jackson. “The Army’s gotten 

away from the basics,” he told me.  

    On one of the final afternoons of boot camp, Gordon Wade, a 

math professor at Bowling Green State University, was cooking 

outside his tent. Dailey lumbered up and told Wade he had the 

makings of a good instructor. Wade said he wasn’t sure how 

many of his academic peers he could bring into the Appleseed 

fold. “They might think it’s some kind of militia,” he said.  

   The men stood in silence. Wade stirred his dinner. “A man 

should have a rifle,” he said. “Not just a .22. A man should have 

an AR-15 the same way he should have one good suit. Now, I 

can’t really think of a scenario where I’m going to use my AR-

15 as an AR-15. I can’t quite articulate it. It sounds like I want 

to go out fighting zombies” — slang for the unprepared — “or 

feds. I don’t want to. But if it ever comes to that, God forbid, I 

want to be able to. But no, no. . . .” He shook his head. “That 

isn’t it either. It’s just something that I think I should have. 

Fred, why should I have an AR-15?”  

    Dailey stood with his arms crossed. He said: “Because they 

want to tell us what to do. And we don’t want them to tell us 

what to do.”  

   Dailey keeps his rifle stocks in an old Coca-Cola warehouse 

filled to the rafters with the remainders of war — empty 

bandoleers, rifle slings, rifle butt plates, rifle brushes, rifle 

grease. Thousands of wooden stocks stripped of their actions lay 

in jumbled piles. Dailey fired his first gun at age 6, a .22 aimed 

at a tree stump. He pulled the trigger; his father held the stock. 

His first rifle was a Japanese Model 99, a present from his 

mother for his 19th birthday. The physical fact of the gun led 

him to consider what action it might have seen. “The joy of 

owning these things is tough to explain,” he says. “Either you 

feel it or you don’t.” In the Army R.O.T.C. at North Carolina 

State University, he learned to fire and strip an M1 Garand. 

Academic deferments kept him out of Vietnam. In 1969, he took 

a bus to Washington to march against the war. “I thought this 

was a serious thing,” he says. “Everyone else was there to 

party.” He gave up his activist stirrings for law school, married, 

graduated and began rehabbing apartment buildings in Chicago. 

He did well enough to retire at 42, but the experience eroded his 

idealism. “A landlord is like a cop or a bartender,” he says. 

“You get to see people as they really are.” His politics moved 

toward “the iron rule of life: everyone wants to be first in line to 

eat and last in line to die.” The economic malaise of the late 

1970s seemed to confirm this pessimism. He sought comfort in 

survivalist magazines and stockpiled rifles and canned food. In 

the mid-1980s, he sold off his properties and moved with his 

wife back to North Carolina.  

     Dailey’s frustration with the government peaked during the 

1990s after the fatal conflicts at Ruby Ridge and Waco. “Uncle 

Sam told 76 Americans to come out of their own house, lay 

down their arms and spread-eagle on the ground,” he says of 

Waco. “Does that sound to you like the sovereignty of the 

individual?” At that time, growing restive, he bought more than 

half a million pounds of rifle stocks at an army-surplus auction. 

He named his new venture “Fred’s,” after his dog, and wrote 

indictments of the Clintons and the “New World Order” that 

reached 94,000 readers. As the radical right gathered steam in 

the ’90s, Dailey’s anger fixated on the United Nations, which he 

saw as a metagovernment bent on covertly undermining 

American sovereignty. He organized a “U.N. Day” shoot at a 

local gun club, painting targets United Nations blue and firing 

holes through a steel U.N. helmet. In 2002, Dailey wrote 

“Battlin’ the U.N.,” a near-future story of six riflemen who 

ambush a U.N. convoy rolling through Iowa. Using the 

accompanying targets, Dailey’s readers could practice shooting 

Boris, the villainous U.N. commander.  

     Dailey calls all this “my young and stupid years.” The 

Appleseed Project appeals to a broad constituency, one whose 

edges blur into the N.R.A. at one end and into violent militias 

like the Hutaree, nine of whose members were indicted in March 

for conspiracy to murder, at the other end. Notices of Appleseed 

shoots appear regularly on militia Web sites. Dailey argues that 

outreach like this attracts radical anger and then moderates it. 

Many Appleseeders have stories like that of Rod Jackson, a 

former bouncer whom I met at a shoot in Fresno, Calif. After 

leaving the Navy, Jackson spent years as a homeless alcoholic 

but now works by day as a telecommunications technician and 

by night at a gun range. He has long been preparing for an event 

he read about online — Teotwawki, which stands for “the end of 

the world as we know it.” He stored up enough food to feed his 

family for 30 days and planned to relocate to a remote valley. “I 

was going to hide myself in a hole,” he said. “Then Fred made 

this comment that people who build caves are cowards. That 

stung.”  

    As his involvement with Appleseed deepened, Jackson found 

his focus shifting to what he could accomplish within the 
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present system. “A lot of folks in the gun community talk about 

stepping up and fighting,” he said. “That’s skipping over the 

easy stuff for the hard stuff. The point is that we don’t need to 

fight now. We have another option.” That option, he said, was 

contacting elected representatives.  

   In a cramped room adjoining the warehouse, Dailey monitors 

the message board and plows through queries from instructors. 

In a recent post he acknowledged that though he once “flirted 

with the dark side,” there was no place for the rhetoric of 

deterrence within Appleseed. Statements like “we’ll soon be in a 

future when the shooting starts,” he wrote, are not compatible 

with Appleseed’s mission.  

   During my travels through Appleseed country, I spoke with 

nearly 100 cooks and riflemen and corresponded with dozens 

more. None seemed as close to the dark side as James Faire of 

Monroe, Wash., a man obsessed with reducing the space 

between readiness and action to the thinnest possible line. After 

years of practice Faire has whittled that space down to the 

fraction of a second that it takes him to open the snap holster on 

his belt, draw and level the Kimber 1911 he carries whenever 

outside the house, apply pressure to the hair trigger and fire a 

hollow-point .460-caliber round into his target, all while 

backpedaling at a 45-degree angle. “This is called moving off 

the X,” he told me. “By the time you draw on them and say, 

‘Drop the weapon,’ you’re already dead.”  

    Faire has practiced this maneuver thousands of times. He says 

he came close to using it last year while trying to clear a downed 

tree from the road leading to his five-acre homestead in Monroe. 

A sheriff’s deputy drove up, lights flashing, with his own ideas 

about how best to clear the tree. Words were exchanged. The 

hands of both men drifted down toward their holsters. The way 

Faire tells it, the peace of Snohomish County momentarily 

teetered. Then the deputy got back in his car and drove away.  

    Deputies, Faire says, are criminals operating “under the color 

of law.” He refuses to vote, and the signature on his driver’s 

license appears with the disclaimer “all rights reserved.” Some 

of Faire’s views resemble those of the sovereign-citizen 

movement, extremists who deny the legitimacy of federal law. 

Faire heard about Appleseed through a Web site he administers 

called A Well Regulated Militia. Last year he began hosting 

monthly Appleseed shoots on his land, which appeared on 

Appleseed’s print and online schedules. In 2008, a government 

informant reportedly observed Andrew Steven Gray shooting an 

AR-15-style rifle and a pistol on Faire’s range. Gray, a 33-year-

old convicted felon, is legally barred from owning any firearms. 

In Gray’s storage locker, according to a government complaint, 

federal agents found a cache of 21 guns, four silencers, two 

bulletproof vests and 9,000 rounds of ammunition. At his home 

nearby, says the complaint, were several hundred marijuana 

plants. Last month Gray was sentenced to four years in prison 

on gun and drug charges.  

    The complaint against Gray states that Faire’s range is known 

as the Militia Training Center, which “routinely holds training 

for individuals involved with the militia movement.” When I 

brought all this up to Dailey, he said Faire was “wrapping 

himself in the flag of Appleseed” to manage his troubles with 

the county, which closed his range for code violations. I asked 

Faire whether Dailey had given him any flack. “Privately, 

they’ve been very supportive,” he said. Though Faire says he 

obeyed Appleseed’s prohibition against talking politics during 

his shoots, he can still be seen explaining Appleseed’s basics on 

YouTube and accusing President Obama of “telling people to 

shut up and not talk.”  

   Shortly after the arrests in March of nine people thought to be 

members of the Hutaree militia, I e-mailed Faire and asked 

whether he had any contact with the group. He replied that he 

trained with one of the accused Hutaree in 2005, “although he 

showed mental instability and further association was 

discouraged.” Faire says the charges were “made up of whole 

cloth. They had the motive and means and opportunity to resist 

their arrest but did not. If they were guilty, they would have 

resisted.”  

    On an overcast winter day in Monroe, Faire and I sat beside a 

wood stove in a classroom a few steps away from his house. 

Targets of kaffiyeh-clad figures armed with rocket-propelled 

grenades leaned against the wall. I sipped coffee as Faire split 

wood and unfurled his politics. “The government has quite 

literally become tyrannical,” he said. “It is fulfilling the 

principles outlined in ‘The Communist Manifesto.’ ” His 

seemed to have a deep urge to see himself as a revolutionary, 

and it was hard to imagine him at a loss for a framework that 

would let him do so.  

    “It’s completely out of control,” he continued, “from city to 

state to federal to international law. All predicate their existence 

on plundering the individual and his rights. The only thing to do 

now is to organize citizens into a militia to abolish this 

government. They’re the supreme law of the land, the only ones 

who have the moral and legal authority to do it.” His voice was 

calm. It was as if he knew these things were true to both of us.  

    Faire, who is 50, has a neat mustache and moves with a 

martial steadiness. He often grips his belt with his right hand 

during conversation. It holds the holster of his 1911, the muzzle 

of which peeks out from beneath the waist of his black tactical 

jacket. The police, he said, often mistake him for an off-duty 

officer. He gave me a tour of his land, pointing out a ruined 

minivan used for sniper practice. Somewhere in the surrounding 

hills he once buried waterproof tubes containing clothes, 

provisions and six M1 Garands; he later dug them up and sold 

them to pay for his legal battle with the county over the code 

violations.  

     After lunch in the nearby city of Gold Bar, we returned to 

Monroe for a meeting at a diner with two friends that Faire met 

while working on the Ron Paul presidential campaign. One 

talked of establishing a camp where like-minded dissidents 

might be trained in the use of arms. The man asked for Faire’s 

help. Faire seemed reluctant to commit. The man said, “I told 

my wife 30 years ago, ‘I’m tired of being an insignificant man 

living in a broken culture.’ ” And yet here he was three decades 

later, still looking for his first recruit. Did he really want to be 

dangerous?  

   When American men talk like this, they are usually giving 

voice to fantasy. Only in fantasy, after all, are governments 

overthrown by men trained to do nothing more than shoot long-

distance targets in a controlled environment. Some of these men 

seek out unlikely battlefields, where they can be warriors of the 

future, warriors of the imagination or reluctant warriors in 

waiting who are passing their time on the Internet. The power of 
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a gun to take a life is not so much a threat as a talisman 

connecting these fantasies to the real world.  

    “When I hold a rifle in my hands, I can feel the choice that 

I’m making,” one Appleseeder, a computer programmer from 

Southern California, told me. “I know what I can do with this 

gun, but I also know I’m not going to do that. I have become 

death. When you have that power and that choice, you know 

what choice you’re going to make. When someone can be death 

over a quarter mile, that’s a tremendous responsibility.”  

    The exceptions to the rule of the responsible gun owner 

generate headlines and casualties. The largest threat that 

Appleseed poses is the possibility that some future gunmen will 

find their way from some dark-side message board to an 

Appleseed boot camp. “There’s always going to be someone who 

thinks the revolution is sooner rather than later,” Heidi Beirich 

of the Southern Poverty Law Center says. “Now they’re learning 

to be snipers. You would hope Appleseed would do some 

screening.”  

   When I asked Dailey about this, he said, “If we recruited 500 

people from one of these crazy boards and 499 of them wound 

up agreeing with us, then what would you say?”  

   “I would want to know about the one who didn’t agree,” I 

said. “You’ve taught him how to kill with a rifle out to 500 

yards.”  

   “Well, the only precaution for that is not to teach the skills at 

all. Why even let them have the hardware, in that case?” He 

proposed an analogy. “What if the inmates in the asylum were 

stabbing each other with knives? Do you give them plastic 

spoons? Or do you cure the insanity?”  

    “But part of what you’re doing is sharpening the knives.”  

   “If we can cure the insanity, I think it’s a fair trade.”  

   On my last day in North Carolina, Dailey and I visited a 

Revolutionary War battlefield an hour’s drive from the 

warehouse. We walked through the wooded site as joggers and 

couples passed us on the trail. We came to a stop at two cannon 

replicas beside what had once been colonial lines. Dailey 

paraphrased what he called “the gay quote,” John Adams’s 

sentiment that he would study war, so his sons could study 

business and agriculture, so their sons could study the arts. 

“What a bad plan!” Dailey said. “The bad people of the world 

are still going to be there in three generations. So your grandson 

better know something about war. You can’t just have the third 

generation sitting around, ballet dancing, playing pianos and 

talking dilettante talk.”  

   I asked whether Appleseed was really about the decline of the 

American man. Dailey vehemently disagreed. To prove me 

wrong he stopped two young women, introduced himself and 

began to pitch the program. Wearing sandals and modish 

sunglasses, they appeared to be the sort of prospective 

Appleseeders who could buttress the program against the dark 

side.  

   “Pop quiz,” Dailey said. “When was the American Revolution 

won?”  

   “Yorktown is considered the final victory,” one of the women, 

Melissa Hogg, said. She majored in history at the University of 

Virginia, she said, specializing in the Revolutionary War.  

   “Would you believe what a founder said?” Dailey asked. “It 

was won before the first shot was fired, in the hearts and minds 

of the American people.”  

   “Of course,” Hogg said. “It’s a matter of ideology.”  

   Dailey seemed to bristle at this, hearing in Hogg’s words a 

disbelief in the specialness of American hearts and minds — 

and the suggestion that the motives behind the American 

Revolution were no better or worse than those of any other. 

Nevertheless, he gave the women Appleseed’s Web address.  

    As we made our way back to the parking lot, he shook his 

head. “You see what we’re up against?” he asked. “Imagine 300 

million of those.”  

  a call to arms Online video of an Appleseed Project target 

practice in Iowa at nytimes.com/magazine.  

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/01/magazine/01Appleseed-

t.html?pagewanted=1&_r=1&hp 

 

10-07-29  Our Response to the Recent NY Times Article on 

Appleseed 

  The Appleseed Project has definitely hit the main stream! We 

are very excited to announce that the New York Times has 

published an in-depth, six page feature on our all-volunteer 

Marksmanship and Heritage program. Please read the NYT 

piece here: 

 New York Times Article 

  Unfortunately, there are several mis-characterizations in that 

article that The Appleseed Project wishes to address. It appears 

as if we have fallen victim to a Mainstream Media outlet using 

subtle innuendo, outright falsehoods, and everything in between 

to label us as something we are not, as has happened with many 

pro-Liberty organizations in recent times. 

   Please read our official response to the New York Times below 

and we invite you to help us educate anyone and everyone with 

these corrections. 

  The Official Appleseed Response 

   Dear Sirs: 

   It is with some sadness and disappointment that we at the 

Appleseed Project read the New York Times article this 

evening. When the NYT originally asked us to host their media 

team in order to better understand what we do, we welcomed 

them. When they wanted access to our students, programs, and 

instructors, we acquiesced without hesitation. 

   We did so because we have nothing to hide and no secrets in 

our program. There is no reason whatsoever to restrict or fear an 

open and honest press. 

   We spoke with happiness and excitement about the stellar 

growth of our program over the last four years and our mission 

to bring every American to a greater sense of responsibility for 

our nation and to live out that feeling through civic 

involvement. 

    Frankly, we opened ourselves up and said our piece in trust 

that it would be conveyed by the press to its readers. 

   Sadly, today's article is not about us. It is not about the 

Appleseed Project. It is about militias and about anecdotal gun 

owners who are not members of our program. The constant 

focus on the militia movement, the Tea Party, and Mr. Faire are 

at the center of this article and as a result this article is not about 

us, since those things are not, and never have been the 

Appleseed Project. 

   Frankly, there are among us those who feel that we have been 

poorly described and treated in this article, and I will return to 

that point in a moment. 
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    The real tragedy here, however, is a complete failure of the 

press to see the real story: Why does Appleseed double every 

year? Why are people of all races, genders and ideological 

affiliations drawn to the Appleseed Project? What is going on 

here? 

   In its rush to cover the desired story, that is, scary militia 

groups, the NYT simply misses what is really important. 

Therein lies its disservice to both its readers and our program. 

   Now, with respect to specific themes in the article that we feel 

incorrectly describe the Appleseed Project, let us simply address 

each in turn: 

    Inaccuracy #1: Appleseed is Militia 

   Appleseed is not a militia or interested in militia training. 

Appleseed teaches only in individual marksmanship skills and 

the history of April 19th, 1775. Appleseed does not provide 

training in military tactics or unit operations. Rather, Appleseed 

uses marksmanship as a way for modern Americans to reconnect 

with the Founders through a shared, traditional American skill. 

No more. No less. Appleseed does not see our government as an 

enemy or force of arms as a solution. Rather, our enemies are 

laziness, ignorance and apathy. Appleseed sees education and 

lived history as the means to get people to the real solution: 

Personal involvement in civic processes to ensure a better future 

for our nation. Our ancestors fought so that we would not have 

to; all we have to do is get off our couches and get involved. 

   Where militias offer a dark haven for people with concerns 

about an unwelcome future, Appleseed offers reason for hope 

and sees bright, happy days ahead. That is the real reason we are 

not a militia nor associated with any such like-thinking group. 

    Inaccuracy #2: Appleseed is White (and thus Racist in some 

fashion by extension) 

   Appleseed is filled with students and instructors of all races, 

creeds, genders, and identities. We make no distinction for 

color, religion, sexual preference, political beliefs or any other 

discriminatory category. Our program is comprised at all levels 

of all Americans, and we explicitly urge all Americans to come. 

We have no patience for those who would take this great nation 

and divide it up by race, or who would single out someone else 

for ridicule or derision. There is no place in our cadre, among 

our students, or at our events for those who would put petty 

distinctions above unity and our joint past and future. 

   Inaccuracy #3: Appleseed is Anti-Government, Anti-Military, 

Anti-Law Enforcement 

   Appleseed is not anti-government, anti-military, or anti-law 

enforcement. Among our volunteers are people who work in law 

enforcement, the military, the government and nearly every 

civilian trade. We teach students who work in law enforcement, 

the military, the government, and any civilian occupation 

precisely because we are all Americans and inheritors of the 

same heritage and history. And together we must make our joint 

future. 

    Appleseed has zero tolerance for anti-government, anti-

military, or anti-law enforcement attitudes, comments or 

advocates. To the contrary, we offer free spots on our shooting 

lines for active duty military personnel and have been called 

onto military bases to teach troops deploying for overseas duty in 

combat theaters. Elected officials at any level of government are 

invited to participate in Appleseed without charge. Finally, it is 

our goal to get each and every participant involved in the body 

politic, which means we are always clear that we hold our 

government, the government given us by the Founders, in the 

highest regard. 

   Soldiers, police officers, and government officials are not our 

enemies. They are our neighbors, friends, and protectors. At 

Appleseeds they are our honored guests. 

 Inaccuracy #4: Appleseed is Right Wing 

   Appleseed is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization with no 

interest in partisan politics. Appleseed volunteers and students 

come from all political parties, economic classes, and ideologies. 

We have no place for left wing, right wing, or any "wings" at 

all. Our program could not function that way, nor do we want it 

to. 

    Our only interest in politics is with the political details that 

led to and followed from the events of April 19th, 1775. From 

our retelling of those events we find that students are often 

motivated to move into civic involvement themselves. We do not 

frame the prospective involvement of our students and look 

forward to the day when we see two Appleseed graduates from 

opposite sides of the political spectrum running against each 

other in a national election. 

  Our goal is civic involvement across the ideological spectrum. 

  Inaccuracy #5: Appleseed has a Secret Plan 

    We wish we had a Secret Plan to get more people involved 

but we don't. There is no inner group, no special level, no 

wizard behind the curtain. There is only this: Our ancestors 

were left with two paths: submission or bloodshed. They chose 

the latter so that we could be left with a third path: citizenship 

and civic participation. To take this third path we must get off 

the couch, turn off the TV, and get involved in our communities. 

Those who would blather about a "choice" between submission 

and bloodshed in modern American do not understand what 

American was meant to be, or is. 

   Civic participation is not our secret plan. It is our openly 

stated mission. 

    In conclusion, it is my hope that the NYT and its readers 

continue their search for authentic information about the 

Appleseed Project so that they learn for themselves exactly what 

the Appleseed Project is, and what it seeks to create: a more 

active body politic. The current article is simply woefully 

lacking in that regard. 

     If anyone has any interest in continuing this conversation or 

attending an event, please be sure to contact us through our 

website http://www.appleseedinfo.org or via our email 

info@appleseedinfo.org and we will be happy to meet you. 

    We are open to all inquiries and harbor no ill-will toward the 

NYT or the author. We are certain that what lies behind this 

unfortunate description of our program is a deep-seated concern 

about firearms, marksmanship training and heritage programs. 

It is our stated mission to change that through the hard work of 

education and apparently we are right where we need to be. 

 Thank you for your time, and thanks to your readership as well, 

 The Appleseed Project, National Branch. 

http://www.appleseedinfo.org/nyt-rebuttal.html 

 

10-07-29 Arizona’s concealed-weapon law takes effect 

   Today is the day gun-rights advocates have had in their sights 

for a long time. 
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Starting today, Arizona residents at least 21 years old can carry 

a concealed weapon without a permit. 

   The change is part of a broad weapons law by state Sen. 

Russell Pearce passed by the state Legislature in April that eases 

restrictions on concealed carry and stiffens penalties for 

committing a crime while carrying a concealed weapon. 

    The law is one of many passed by the state Legislature this 

past session that go into effect today. Arizona joins Alaska and 

Vermont as the only states to allow concealed weapons without a 

permit. 

   However, the impact of the law is likely to be different in 

Arizona than those states because Arizona's population is much 

larger and because the state has major metropolitan areas. 

   "It's one thing to carry a loaded weapon in public when your 

closest neighbor is a mile or 5 miles away," said Brian Malte, 

director of state legislation for the Brady Campaign, an interest 

group that lobbies for gun regulations. "It's a very different 

situation when you're in a densely-populated urban 

environment." 

  But that lack of precedent makes it difficult to predict the law's 

impact. 

    Opponents say that without permitting and training, 

individuals might place themselves in situations where they 

might break the law or hurt themselves and others. 

    Proponents say that concealed carry is not substantially 

different from open carry, which the state already allows without 

a permit, and that the new law simply lets law-abiding citizens 

carry weapons in whatever way is most comfortable. 

    The law has already created changes for the firearms 

community, local businesses and police departments. It has also 

galvanized gun-rights groups to seek further deregulation. 

Concealed carry 

    The law's passage is the culmination of several years of 

political maneuvering to ease gun regulations in Arizona. 

    During her time as governor, Janet Napolitano vetoed at least 

a dozen different weapons bills - several similar to the law going 

into effect today - that would have eased restrictions on gun 

owners. 

    But Napolitano's departure and the appointment of Gov. Jan 

Brewer in January 2009 gave the Legislature and gun-rights 

groups an ally in the executive office. Brewer signed the law 

April 16. 

     Last year, legislators passed a law allowing concealed-

weapon permit holders to enter bars and restaurants. 

   In Arizona's nearly 100-year history as a state, lawmakers 

have done little to restrict individuals' ability to carry weapons 

openly. 

     Proponents of the new law argue that open carry has not had 

any impact on public safety or gun violence and that concealed 

carry without a permit won't alter that. 

     "It's really just a matter of preference," said Rachel Parsons, 

a spokeswoman for the National Rifle Association. "If a woman 

wants to carry her gun in her purse, she should be allowed to do 

that as easily as carrying it on her hip." 

    But opponents of the law say that concealed carry creates a 

different environment that could land untrained individuals in 

trouble. 

   "If a weapon is not concealed, you're aware of a potential 

problem and it's easier to avoid it," said Arnold Rudley, a gun 

owner who took a permit course on July 17. "With concealed 

carry, the knowledge of a potential problem goes away and you 

might walk into a bad situation without knowing it." 

What changes 

   The law makes several changes to the permitting process and 

rules regulating concealed carry: 

 It removes the requirement that individuals have a permit to 

carry a concealed weapon anywhere that open carry is allowed. 

Individuals will still need a permit to carry a concealed weapon 

in bars and restaurants and to qualify for reciprocal privileges 

when in states that require permits. 

    The new law lets individuals obtain permits through means 

other than the eight-hour training course mandated under the 

previous law. These other means include any NRA firearms- or 

safety-training course and a hunter-education course 

administered by the Arizona Game and Fish Department. 

   It requires individuals to answer honestly if police ask if they 

are carrying a weapon. The law also allows police officers to 

take temporary custody of a weapon during stops. 

   It stiffens penalties for individuals who commit crimes while 

carrying a concealed weapon. 

Effects 

   The law's provisions have already reached into the firearms 

community, local businesses and law-enforcement offices. 

   Local companies that offer the training course for permits 

have seen business drop about 80 percent since the law was 

signed, said David White, owner and instructor of Desert West 

Firearms Training Center in Mesa. 

   Many of these companies have either lowered their prices or 

created new, shorter courses to get gun owners to conduct some 

training before carrying concealed weapons. 

    Several instructors said that although they support the right to 

carry weapons without restrictions, they think gun owners 

should be responsible enough to seek out training. 

   They say there are complex laws regarding the use of force. 

Without any training, they say, individuals could wind up 

breaking the law. 

    "I get people coming through my door all the time who know 

absolutely nothing about the use of force," said Doug Little, who 

owns and teaches at Armed Personal Defense Institute in 

Scottsdale. "It's important for them to understand the laws and 

consequences before they drop that thing in their pocket." 

    Local law-enforcement offices have discussed the new law 

with patrol officers, but a spokesman for the Phoenix Police 

Department said officers have not gone through any special 

training. 

    Businesses outside the firearms community have also adjusted 

to the new law. Under a 2009 law, bars and restaurants wishing 

to ban firearms must post signs at their entrances to notify 

patrons. 

    The Department of Liquor Licensing and Control, which 

distributes the signs, has seen as many requests for the signs in 

the past 3 months as it saw since the law went into effect in 

October.  

What's next 

   Gun-rights advocates see the new law as a major victory in 

their push to further deregulate the carrying of weapons. 
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    Some provisions of the law were removed as the bill wound 

its way through the Legislature. Advocacy groups said they will 

pick up the fight next year to have those provisions passed. 

http://tucsoncitizen.com/arizona-news/2010/07/29/arizonas-

concealed-weapon-law-takes-effect/ 

 

10-07-28 Spencer: Chester should start arming its citizens 

     Of guns, inspection stickers, and no-kill animal shelters 

ruminations and ruinations ... 

     In Chester, the Republican mayor and the Democratic state 

rep agree that a city ordinance is needed to get residents to 

report lost or stolen guns. 

     Yup, that ought to drop the violent crime rate in the city — 

maybe a whole 0.004 percent. 

     The recent spate of shootings in town led Mayor Wendell N. 

Butler Jr. to first declare a state of emergency and impose a 

curfew on certain sections of the city. 

     When that had to be lifted due to people’s civil rights, the 

mayor initiated a gun buy-back program that makes for a good 

photo-op, but will do virtually nothing to curb gun violence. 

Why would it? The guns that are voluntarily turned in are 

usually broken or old. There are too many other guns around 

and in the wrong hands already. 

     Now, finally, comes the proposed ordinance to force residents 

to report lost or stolen guns. 

     There is no doubt Mayor Butler, a former cop, and Rep. 

Thaddeus Kirkland really care about the level of gun violence in 

the city and would like to see it diminished. But can they really 

believe such Band-Aid measures will help? 

     Curfews work but they can only be temporary in so far as 

they violate the very premise of what it means to live in a free 

and open society. 

     Given that the cities with the strictest anti-gun laws have the 

highest murder rates, it is hard to believe any ordinance 

requiring law-abiding citizens to report missing guns is going to 

do much to cut violence. 

     The U.S. Supreme Court recently affirmed the individual 

right of all Americans to own guns. The case was brought by a 

76-year-old black man named Otis McDonald against the city of 

Chicago, which had essentially banned residents from owning 

handguns. 

     The right of self-defense is one of the most basic rights a 

human being can have. Well-meaning but misguided gun 

control advocates typically ignore that. But most reasonable 

Americans get it. 

     So how about trying this: Instead of discouraging and 

making it more difficult for law-abiding people to own guns, go 

the other way. Start handing them out to the right people. 

     Start a neighborhood anti-crime program, wherein ordinary 

citizen volunteers get trained in how to properly use firearms to 

protect themselves and their neighbors. Let the authorities do 

thorough background checks and after qualified citizens pass the 

course, give them guns. 

     Have local police stay in contact with them on a very regular 

basis to support their efforts to keep the peace. Such a 

partnership between ordinary citizens and cops would build the 

sort of trust that strengthens communities and weakens the 

power of criminals. 

     Do I expect this suggestion to be taken seriously and acted 

upon? No, I don’t. Admittedly, it has its risks. But I think it sure 

beats the hell out of another useless candlelight vigil or passing 

more useless laws. 

http://www.delcotimes.com/articles/2...c333241143.txt 

 

10-07-28  Plaintiffs: NYC settlement of 50-shot case is fair 
   NEW YORK - The fiancee of an unarmed man killed by 

police in 50-bullet barrage and a friend who survived the 

shooting said Wednesday that a settlement of the federal civil 

lawsuit with New York City that topped $7 million was fair but 

not cause for celebration. 

  "Nobody wins in this," a somber Joseph Guzman , who was 

shot 17 times and still wears a leg brace , said at a news 

conference a day after the settlement was announced. 

   The deal in a case that ignited community outrage and raised 

questions about police firepower awards $3.25 million to the 

estate of Sean Bell, $3 million to Guzman and $900,000 to a 

third victim, Trent Benefield, minus 30 percent legal fees. 

   The Bell estate payout will benefit two young daughters he 

had with Nicole Paultre Bell, who legally took his name after his 

death. 

   The fiancee called the settlement "reasonable." But, she added, 

the girls "will never have their father." 

   Bell, 23, died in a hail of 50 bullets on Nov. 25, 2006, around 

the corner from a Queens topless bar where he had just had a 

bachelor party and where undercover police were investigating 

complaints of prostitution. 

   At a two-month trial in 2008, Detectives Gescard Isnora, 

Michael Oliver and Marc Cooper said they opened fire on a car 

carrying Bell and his friends because they believed the men were 

armed and because the men defied orders to halt and tried to 

drive away. No weapon was recovered. 

   A judge who heard the case instead of a jury cleared the three 

officers of manslaughter and other charges. He said in a decision 

that prosecution witnesses who testified that the officers opened 

fire without warning lacked credibility. 

  The officers remain on modified duty and are facing 

departmental charges that could result in their dismissal. 

   The Bell settlement follows other multimillion-dollar payouts 

in high-profile civil lawsuits involving the police department. 

   In June, the city agreed to pay a record amount for a civil 

rights lawsuit when it settled for $9.9 million with Barry Gibbs, 

an innocent man who spent 19 years in prison after being 

framed by a police detective. 

   In 2001, the city and police union agreed to pay $8.7 million 

to Abner Louima, who was beaten and sodomized with a 

broomstick in a police precinct by officers. After legal fees, 

Louima was left with about $5.8 million. 

   The plaintiffs in the Bell case said Wednesday they would now 

lobby for pending state legislation that calls for a special 

prosecutor for police shootings, more firearms training for 

officers and other measures. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/9949

2339.html 

 

10-07-28 - Minneapolis to study Chicago outreach model to 

cut gun crime 

   Program's "violence interrupters" would work with young men 

at risk to become victims or perpetrators. 
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     At a series of meetings over the next two days, Minneapolis 

officials and community leaders expect to get a crash course in a 

Chicago program that bills itself as an innovative way to reduce 

shootings. 

    Known as "Ceasefire," the program hires civilians to go into 

tough neighborhoods and meet face-to-face with young people 

considered to be the most likely victims or perpetrators of gun 

violence. 

    "We really only have one goal," said Amanda Geppert, who 

works for Ceasefire in Chicago. "Our primary goal is to stop 

shootings and killings." 

     It's potentially a novel approach to fighting crime in 

Minneapolis, but only if the city can pay for it. The best hope for 

now is that Minneapolis wins a grant from the U.S. Department 

of Justice, which announced this year that it would award four 

cities multimillion-dollar grants for fighting crime. 

   The awards should be announced in September and could 

bring around $1 million in federal money to the city, according 

to Gretchen Musicant, the city's health commissioner. 

   The Ceasefire effort would dovetail with the city's juvenile 

crime prevention program, the Blueprint for Action, begun in 

2006, she added. 

   "It would be a new venture for us to do it this way in 

Minneapolis," she said. The program could be a boon for 

organizations that work with street gangs, because they would 

be considered front-runners in the program's street-level work. 

    Ceasefire, run out of an office at the School of Public Health 

at the University of Illinois at Chicago, was developed by Gary 

Slutkin, a doctor who spent the past 15 years working to combat 

violence in that city. 

    "We're hoping very much to work with Minneapolis," said 

Slutkin, who happened to be in Minneapolis on Tuesday, 

speaking at a University of Minnesota School of Nursing 

conference about youth violence. "We should be able to get a lot 

of results here." 

    Ceasefire now has programs established or emerging in 

several cities, including New York, Philadelphia, New Orleans 

and Phoenix, he said. 

    He said Ceasefire works because it focuses on changing 

behavior, in part by hiring people with street smarts -- 

sometimes former gang members. They meet with young men to 

help them find a way out of gangs, into a job or back into 

school. "It's theoretically grounded in how behaviors are formed 

and how they are changed," Slutkin said. 

    A study of the program found that a third of the young men 

reached through Ceasefire wanted help breaking from their 

gang, while 37 percent wanted education and 76 percent wanted 

a job. 

    The meetings scheduled for Wednesday and Thursday were 

arranged by Bass Zanjani, who has worked as the city's youth 

violence prevention coordinator. He could not be reached for 

comment Tuesday afternoon, but Geppert confirmed that she 

and another Ceasefire staff member will meet with several 

groups, including representatives of the office of Mayor R.T. 

Rybak, the Police Department and the city's Health Department. 

They also plan to attend a community meeting at Urban 

Ventures on 4th Avenue S. 

     One of the people invited to the meetings, Rev. Jerry 

McAfee, pastor of the New Salem Baptist Church on the city's 

North Side, said he likes what he's heard so far. 

    "I think it's moving in the right direction," said McAfee, who 

said he'll be out of town Wednesday. The Ceasefire meetings 

follow a news conference last week in which Rybak, U.S. 

Attorney B. Todd Jones and others announced plans to fight 

violence by strengthening gun laws, something Macafee 

called "a farce." 

   "The tragedy is that we think we can change these issues 

with these kids without having any direct intervention with 

them," he said. "That's just impossible." 
   This year's homicide rate in Minneapolis is up dramatically, 

with 30 dead so far in 2010 compared with 19 in all of last year. 

Still, when compared to most of the last decade, this year is on 

track to be about average. 

http://www.startribune.com/local/99434694.html?elr=KArksLck

D8EQDUoaEyqyP4O:DW3ckUiD3aPc:_Yyc:aUac8HEaDiaMD

CinchO7DU 

 

10-07-28 More than 40 guns found in Somerton home 

  A Somerton man is facing weapons charges after Philadelphia 

police found several loaded guns in his car and more than 40 

other firearms along with thousands of rounds of ammunition in 

his Barlow Street home. 

   Officers discovered the man's arsenal on July 19 only after he 

walked into the 7th Police District headquarters to complain 

about a disturbance at a local shopping center. 

   Members of the police department's homeland security unit 

are investigating the case. They want to know what Yuriy 

Arkadyev planned to do with all of the firepower. Arkadyev, 44, 

of the 800 block of Barlow St., has had problems with 

authorities and guns in the recent past, police say. 

   Arkadyev's latest trouble began at about 7:30 a.m. that 

Monday when he approached another man outside a Dunkin' 

Donuts on the 2700 block of Red Lion Road and asked the other 

man to follow him somewhere, said Chief Inspector Joseph 

Sullivan, the homeland security unit commander. 

   When the bystander declined to follow Arkadyev, the suspect 

allegedly asked the man to write down Arkadyev's license plate 

number and to call police. 

    About 20 minutes later, Arkadyev showed up at the 7th 

district, at Bustleton Avenue and Bowler Street, wearing a 

bullet-resistant vest and a gun holster that had no weapon in it, 

Sullivan said. 

     Arkadyev allegedly told Officer Matthew Quinn that there 

was a problem at the Leo Mall, 11749 Bustleton Ave., and that 

"something needed to be done." When Quinn asked about the 

bulletproof vest and gun holster, Arkadyev led the officer 

outside to his 2005 Subaru, where there were a loaded .357-

caliber revolver, a 9mm pistol and two .22-caliber rifles. 

   Arkadyev did not have valid permits to carry the weapons, so 

Quinn arrested him, Sullivan said. 

    During a follow-up investigation, officers went to Arkadyev's 

home and found 41 more guns, including several assault rifles, 

numerous other rifles, 16 handguns and two shotguns, plus the 

ammunition. 

   "It concerns me what could have unfolded if Officer Quinn 

hadn't intervened when he did," Sullivan said. "And we now 
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have this entire arsenal safe and secure in our custody while we 

determine what's happening here." 

   When police asked the man about the weapons cache, the 

Ukraine native spoke incoherently, Sullivan said. 

   Police discovered that Arkadyev has had two other curious 

confrontations with authorities since May 2008. 

   That month, he allegedly showed up at John F. Kennedy 

International Airport in New York City and tried to board a 

flight carrying six handguns, three rifles and ammunition. 

Arkadyev was attempting to travel to Ukraine. 

   Security officers took the weapons from Arkadyev but did not 

charge him and allowed him to board the flight. 

    In Kiev, Arkadyev allegedly went to the U.S. Embassy and 

told officials there that he represented the Philadelphia Police 

Department and wanted to buy bullet-resistant vests to take back 

to the United States. 

   As a result of the latter fiasco, Arkadyev's permit to carry a 

gun in Pennsylvania was revoked, Sullivan said. 

   He was not added to any no-fly or terrorist watch lists. 

   Arkadyev has no criminal record locally, according to the 

police chief inspector. He emigrated to the United States in 

1996. 

   Arkadyev had ordered several weapons from Philadelphia area 

gun shops in recent weeks, according to receipts seized by 

police. 

   He is charged with violating Pennsylvania's Uniform Firearms 

Act for carrying guns in his car without a license. He is not 

charged criminally in connection with the firearms found in his 

home, but authorities are keeping the weapons while they 

continue to investigate the circumstances of the case. 

   Arkaydev was freed on July 21 after posting 10 percent of 

$250,000 bail, but then jailed again on Monday when Municipal 

Court Judge Patrick F. Dugan revoked his bail. 

   Dugan found Arkaydev incompetent to stand trial and 

committed him to the city's Detention Center forensic unit for a 

period of 60 days in accordance with Pennsylvania's Mental 

Health Procedures Act. Arkaydev is scheduled to reappear in 

court on Sept. 7 for a status hearing. 

http://www.philly.com/community/pa/philadelphia/netimes/994

86879.html 

 

10-07-27 Cop impostor pulled gun on motorist, Chicago 

police say 

  Suspect flagged down officers, complained that driver ignored 

his attempts to direct traffic, judge told 

   A South Side man faces federal felony charges after he 

allegedly pulled a gun on a Chicago motorist while 

impersonating a police officer. 

   Dashonne T. Creamer, 32, appeared in Cook County Court for 

a bond hearing Tuesday. Prosecutors said he flagged down two 

real police officers Sunday afternoon to complain that the 

motorist disobeyed his attempts to direct traffic near Sheffield 

Avenue and Weed Street on the Near North Side.  

    Creamer was armed with a handgun and clad in a bulletproof 

vest that had the words "Deputy" and "Ofc. Creamer" stitched in 

gold letters, Assistant State's Attorney Erin Antonietti said. He 

told Chicago police that he drew his weapon and ordered the 

driver to the side of the street after the motorist ignored his 

earlier commands, Antonietti said. 

    "Get the (expletive) out the car, you trying to hit me or 

something? I'm the police," Creamer allegedly told the motorist. 

   Creamer allegedly told the officers he worked for a suburban 

police department, and the officers told him and the motorist to 

follow them to a district station, Antonietti said. 

   But under questioning, Creamer was unable to offer proof that 

he was a police officer, and instead produced a handful of 

fraudulent documents, Antonietti said. 

   Police said they later learned he had been previously arrested 

for impersonating an officer in Chicago Heights, and has a 

felony weapons possession case pending against him at the 

Markham Courthouse. 

    Creamer, of the 8200 block of South King Drive, was ordered 

held without bail for violating the terms of his bond in that case, 

officials said. Circuit Judge Jackie Marie Portman ordered him 

held in lieu of $75,000 on new charges of false impersonation of 

a police officer. 

http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2010-07-27/news/ct-met-

police-impersonator-0728-20100727_1_police-officer-chicago-

police-motorist 

 

10-07-27 MD 2 Arrested In Hopkins Researcher's Stabbing 

Death 

  Baltimore - - The mother of a Johns Hopkins research assistant 

who died after a late-night stabbing said she heard the ordeal 

unfold while talking to her son on the phone.  

     Baltimore police investigators said they have arrested two 

people in the Sunday night slaying of Stephen Pitcairn, 23, of 

Jupiter, Fla. He would have turned 24 years old Tuesday, 

according to 11 News I-Team reporter Barry Simms.  

   Police said they arrested John Alexander Wagner, 34, and 

Lavelva Wagner, 24, shortly after 5 p.m. Monday. Police said 

they will be charged with murder in Pitcairn's death. 

    Pitcairn was found in the 2600 block of St. Paul Street at 

about 11:30 p.m. Sunday. Police said he was on the phone with 

his mother -- who lives in Florida -- when the attack happened, 

and his mother heard the whole incident.  

   Police said they believe robbery was the motive of the attack.  

   Investigators said Pitcairn had just gotten off a bus at Penn 

Station and was returning to his apartment after a trip to New 

York.  

   "He always felt safer being on the phone, so he called me and 

said, 'Hey mom, I'm walking back, do you mind if I talk to you,'" 

Gwen Pitcairn said.  

   She said she was chatting with him about his trip to see his 

sisters when she heard a voice in the background.  

   "Five minutes into the walk, I heard him be approached. He 

offered his wallet, (they) still attacked and killed him," Pitcarin 

said.  

   She said she listened, helpless and horrified while the attack 

went on.  

  A resident told 11 News that he heard a scuffle and the victim 

yell for help. The witness said he called 911 after seeing a man 

crouching over the victim.  

    The witness said he yelled and went outside, and the attackers 

took off. The man said he talked to Pitcairn and held his hand 

until he died.  

    His death was part of a violent weekend in Baltimore, with at 

least five violent incidents reported and four deaths.  
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    "These are young people in the prime of their lives," one 

Charles Village resident said. "This shouldn't be happening."  

    Court records show that both suspects have extensive criminal 

backgrounds. Records show that Lavelva Wagner has been 

arrested several times on drug charges, and John Wagner had 

been arrested and charged with several violent crimes.  

    John Wagner received an eight-year suspended prison term 

for first-degree assault in 2008. He was to serve three years 

supervised probation for that conviction. Court records show he 

was picked up three times for violating the terms of that 

probation, but was never sent back to jail.  

    Lavelva Wagner was also on supervised probation at the time 

of Pitcairn's death. Hers stemmed from a 2008 drug conviction.  

   Residents said they're angry over the incident and the rising 

violence in Charles Village, and they want more foot patrols.  

   "We would really love to see cops on the street brought back, 

and certainly in this area, because it's vulnerable because of 

students living here, and they feel secure and start letting their 

guard down," said Charles Village resident Pamela Wilson.  

    "We've heard in recent weeks that we're going to be getting 

an influx of police officers. Ultimately, we'd like to have more 

foot patrols, but the Hopkins area is a very safe neighborhood," 

said police spokesman Anthony Guglielmi.  

    He said detectives are looking at seven people of interest, 

including witnesses.  

Meanwhile, Dennis O'Shea, a spokesman for Johns Hopkins 

University, confirmed that Pitcairn was a research technician 

and an employee of the School of Medicine, working in breast 

cancer research and wound care research. He was in his first 

year at the school.  

    "He was involved in a lab that was doing important work in 

the area of breast cancer and other vascular-related issues," 

O'Shea said.  

    He said Pitcairn's goal was to become a doctor. 

http://www.wbaltv.com/news/24391325/detail.html 

 

10-07-27  N.H Cop uses Taser on another in off-duty spat 

  HAVERHILL — Two police officers were in Haverhill District 

Court yesterday -- not as prosecution witnesses, but as 

defendants in late-night fracas during which one off-duty officer 

Tasered the other. 

   Lawrence Patrolman Daron Fraser, 39, of Raymond, N.H., 

was charged with domestic assault and battery and assault on a 

pregnant woman outside her home in Haverhill Tuesday night. 

   Kingston, N.H., Patrolman Joshua Wallar, 26, of Methuen, 

who subdued Fraser with a Taser issued by his department, was 

charged with assault and battery with a dangerous weapon 

    Haverhill Deputy Police Chief Donald Thompson said Wallar 

is not authorized to use a Taser in Massachusetts. While police 

are authorized to use Tasers if necessary, "He (Wallar) is not a 

police officer in Massachusetts. He’s a civilian," Thompson 

pointed out. 

    Meanwhile, the woman Fraser is accused of assaulting, Odris 

Severino, 30, said in an interview with The Eagle-Tribune 

yesterday that it was not a case of domestic violence, just a 

"giant misunderstanding." 

  Severino, who has a 6-month old child with Fraser and is six 

weeks pregnant, said she and Fraser had a disagreement and 

that she didn’t want him to leave. So she took his keys and 

wouldn’t give them back. 

   Severino said the whole situation escalated out of control 

quickly, until police arrived to sort through the facts. 

   "It was an argument, not domestic abuse, that got out of hand 

when the neighbors came over," she said. 

   According to the police report, Fraser was outside, struggling 

with Severino near 7 Kimball St. 

    Wallar, who was in the area visiting his girlfriend, told police 

he heard the commotion and went outside to help, but that 

Fraser then walked away from the woman, got into his car and 

started to drive away. 

   Wallar said he tried to stop Fraser from driving away and 

thinking Fraser was trying to hit him with the car, fired the 

Taser at Fraser’s chest, according to the police report. 

    Haverhill police arrested both men about 12:30 a.m. 

yesterday. They were held overnight and arraigned separately 

and placed in handcuffs during the court proceedings yesterday. 

   "We are not asking cash bail," Assistant District Attorney 

John DePaulo said during Wallar’s arraignment. Judge Stephen 

Abany let Wallar go on his own recognizance. His case was 

continued until Aug. 5. 

    "Officer Wallar contends his actions were consistent with his 

call to duty and they were justified given the circumstances he 

was presented with," his attorney, Thomas Torrisi, told The 

Eagle-Tribune after the arraignment. 

   DePaulo asked for a dangerousness hearing for Fraser, but 

Abany ended up releasing the Lawrence police officer on $500 

cash bail. Fraser’s case was also continued until Aug. 5. 

   DePaulo said several witnesses have told police Fraser had his 

knee on Severino’s throat. Defense attorney Pamela Saia Rogers, 

however, said the woman was never in fear. Saia Rogers also 

questioned Wallar’s conduct during the incident 

    It’s disturbing to me that Mr. Wallar opened the door of a 

moving vehicle and Tased my client," she said. Saia Rogers said 

Severino took Fraser’s car keys because she didn’t want him to 

leave. 

   The disagreement proceeded outside and the woman assumed 

a "fetal position," almost in a joking manner, Saia Rogers said. 

   "She said she was not in fear," Saia Rogers told the court. She 

predicted the case will not end up with a guilty finding for her 

client. 

    DePaulo, however, countered that several witnesses told 

police Severino appeared to be gagging. 

    "I’m not going to hold him," Abany said. But he ordered 

Fraser to stay away from Severino and all witnesses in the case, 

"including Mr. Wallar." The judge also told the victim to have 

no contact with Fraser. 

   Lawrence police Chief John Romero said Fraser, who has been 

with the departnment for 11 years, will likely be placed on 

administrative leave and surrender his firearm. At the request of 

DePaulo, Abany ordered Fraser to turn in any firearms he owns 

to Romero. 

   Kingston police Chief Donald Briggs told The Eagle-Tribune 

Wallar has been suspended without pay pending an internal 

investigation. 

   Briggs said he hired Wallar three weeks ago. Wallar is also a 

part-time officer in Methuen and a former campus police officer 

at Merrimack College, Briggs said. 



 

 
Page 56

http://bostonherald.com/news/regional/view.bg?articleid=12681

26 

 

10-07-27 Violent nationalist group leader welcomed in PR 

   SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — Throngs of supporters greeted a 

Puerto Rican nationalist leader Tuesday as he returned from 

nearly 30 years in prison for participating in a group that used 

violence against U.S. control of the island. 

    Carlos Alberto Torres, 57, pushed through hundreds of people 

who waved Puerto Rican flags and promised they would keep 

fighting for the Caribbean territory's independence. 

   Among the supporters was Torres' stepmother, who received 

clemency in 1999 while serving a similar sentence for 

conspiring against the U.S. government. 

   "This has to be the best day of my life. After 30 years, after 

many struggles, to come back home," Carlos Alberto Torres told 

the crowd in a brief statement before leaving the airport. 

   Torres was paroled Monday from a federal prison in Illinois 

on charges of seditious conspiracy and carrying a firearm. He 

expects to resume painting and making pottery, said Eduardo 

Villanueva, spokesman for the Puerto Rican Committee for 

Human Rights. 

   He had been excluded in 1999 when President Bill Clinton 

offered clemency to 16 members of the Armed Forces of 

National Liberation, a group that authorities linked to bombings 

of U.S. civilian and military targets from 1974 to 1983. The 

attacks killed at least six people and wounded dozens. 

   In a 1999 letter to a congressman, Clinton said he refused to 

commute Torres' sentence because he "was identified as the 

leader of the group, and had made statements that he was 

involved in a revolution against the United States and that his 

actions had been legitimate." 

   Testifying before Congress last year, Joseph Connor, the son 

of a man killed in what authorities say was a 1975 FALN 

bombing in New York called the clemency offer "unimaginable, 

immoral and dangerous." 

   Supporters say Torres was a political prisoner, and many of 

the hundreds gathered at the airport called him a hero. 

   "He is a symbol of struggle and courage," said Marta Toledo, 

63. 

   While the crowd that surrounded Torres called for the 

independence of Puerto Rico, that position has proved a small 

minority among the island's 4 million residents. 

   Puerto Ricans voted to maintain the island's status as a U.S. 

commonwealth and rejected a push to become the 51st state in 

nonbinding referendums in 1967, 1993 and 1998. A small 

percentage of voters backed independence. 

   During an appearance Tuesday to celebrate a local holiday, 

Gov. Luis Fortuno, a statehood supporter, urged President 

Barack Obama on Tuesday to address the island's status. 

   "We want to free ourselves from the chains of colonization to 

progress," Fortuno said. "We want to be free so we can be 

happy. ... And this happiness is only guaranteed by a flag of 13 

stripes with 51 stars." 

http://www.ajc.com/news/nation-world/violent-nationalist-

group-leader-579830.html 

 

10-07-26  Adding a watchdog with teeth to Pa. politics 

  A  bi-partisan group of Pennsylvania lawmakers say the state's 

ethics board does not have enough authority to oversee political 

corruption. They announced Monday a proposal to replace the 

board with a new agency that has more teeth.  

   The lawmakers say corruption is rampant at the state level. 

Their legislation would give the proposed Public Integrity 

Commission subpoena power, law enforcement authority and the 

ability to grant immunity to witnesses.  

   Alan Hornblum is a former member of the Pennsylvania 

Crime Commissioin. He says the legislation is long overdue. 

   "When you start sending more members of the legislature and 

the judiciary to prison than mafia members, you know 

something's wrong." 

  Two former Speakers of the House are awaiting trial and 

former State Senator and power-broker Vincent Fumo is serving 

time. 

   The bill is sponsored by Republican Curt Schroder of Chester 

County and is supported by good-government reform groups 

such as Common Cause and Democracy Rising. Schroder 

admits getting it through the General Assembly will be an uphill 

battle. 

http://whyy.org/cms/news/government-

politics/2010/07/26/adding-a-watchdog-with-teeth-to-pa-

politics/42603 
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10-07-26  MassGov. Deval Patrick blames gun lobby for 

slowing bill 

   BOSTON - Gov. Deval Patrick says his bill to help control 

illegal handguns has been hurt by gun lobbyists and may not 

even get debated. 

     Patrick told reporters Monday that he believes members of 

the House are "feeling the pressure from the gun lobby" to 

oppose a bill that would restrict licensed gun owners to 

purchasing one firearm a month and strengthen the penalties 

against illegal possessors of guns. 

    House Speaker Robert DeLeo had assured Patrick the measure 

would come up for a vote, but with the legislative session 

winding down, that prospect is looking unlikely 

    The bill is designed clamp down on so-called "straw 

purchasers" who buy guns legally and then resell them to 

convicted felons and others barred from owning guns. 

    Opponents say the state should enforce its already-strict gun 

laws, not add more 

http://news.bostonherald.com/news/politics/view/20100726gov_

deval_patrick_blames_gun_lobby_for_slowing_bill/ 

 

10-07-26  Australia   Call for gun control after shootings 

    A SPATE of shootings over the past 24 hours in New South 

Wales has lead to calls for both federal leaders to back national 

uniform gun laws. 

    NSW Greens’ MP, Lee Rhiannon, says it is time for tighter 

gun control laws, with a ban on semi-automatic pistols, 

following four separate shooting incidents. 

     “The events underline the need for law reform in this area,” 

she says in a statement. 

   “Handguns are the most concealable firearm, which is why 

they are the weapon of choice in violent robberies.” 
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   About 6:25pm yesterday (Monday), a 27-year-old man was 

shot several times at Lakemba, in Sydney’s southwest. 

   Earlier in the day, at least two shots were fired at a home and 

vehicle in Cessnock in the Hunter Valley. 

   Three people in the house – two adults and a teenager – were 

unhurt. 

  About four hours later, a woman and her four young children 

escaped injury when shots were fired at their home in inner-city 

Sydney. 

    A robber was then shot and killed and an innocent bystander 

wounded during an attempt to steal cash from an armoured 

security van outside an RSL club on Sydney’s northern beaches. 

    Ms Rhiannon says the shoot-out happened in Opposition 

Leader Tony Abbott’s electorate of Warringah. 

   “Mr Abbott’s constituents were put at risk . . . and he should 

follow his mentor Mr Howard and back tighter gun control 

laws,” she says. 

    “Illegal firearms used by criminals start off life as legal 

weapons and that is why gun control laws need to be tightened. 

  “Prime Minister, Julia Gillard, and Mr Abbott should call for 

this issue to be taken up . . . as a matter of priority. Lives are at 

stake.” 

  Ms Rhiannon points to the work former Prime Minister John 

Howard had done in the wake of the 1996 Port Arthur gun 

massacre. 

   “John Howard had the courage to stand up to the gun lobby 

and won support for a national uniform ban on semi-automatic 

long arms,” she says. 

   “The work started 14 years ago by Mr Howard now needs to 

be completed 

http://cowracommunitynews.com/viewnews.php?newsid=5379&

id=48 

 

10-07-26  The right to regain the right to own a gun 

    Forever is a long time, and removing a right forever is a bit 

too unforgiving for some mistakes in life. 

    A U.S. appeals court earlier this month ruled that a 

Wisconsin man who had convictions for domestic violence could 

be barred from ever owning a gun. Steve Skoien appealed his 

prison sentence for violating the federal Lautenberg Amendment 

after authorities found him with a deer-hunting shotgun. 

   We won't paint this specific defendant, who has multiple 

convictions for domestic battery, as a sympathetic figure. 

Government should work to shield victims from their 

tormentors, yet we're concerned that a blanket rule like this 

covers both the deserving and the undeserving. 

   Gun rights organizations point to news stories about otherwise 

decent people who, through a terrible but brief lapse in 

judgment, have been arrested for domestic violence. The 73-

year-old woman busted for allegedly slapping her granddaughter 

for swearing is a popular reference. 

    Presumably her picture wasn't in legislators' crosshairs when 

they established the lifetime gun ban, but even some of those 

who pose true dangers can straighten themselves out down the 

line. 

    That's the theory behind the justice system, anyway, and the 

hope of someday again enjoying a Wisconsin tradition like game 

hunting might spur a little soul-searching. 

    As a dissenting judge noted, even felons can receive pardons 

to have their Second Amendment rights restored. Likewise, 

legislators could rework the Lautenberg rule to allow those with 

misdemeanor abuse records to apply for permission to own a 

gun, say, 10 or 20 years after a conviction. 

     They'd have to show a clean record here and in other states 

in the ensuing years and fulfill any court-ordered counseling or 

assessments. It need not be easy, just possible 

http://www.journaltimes.com/news/opinion/editorial/article_2f5

bf07e-990e-11df-b2d7-001cc4c002e0.html 

 

10-07-25 Mexico: Prison guards let killers out, lent guns 

    MEXICO CITY -- Guards and officials at a prison in 

northern Mexico allegedly let inmates out, lent them guns and 

sent them off in official vehicles to carry out drug-related 

killings, including the massacre of 17 people last week, 

prosecutors said Sunday.  

    After carrying out the killings the inmates would return to 

their cells, the Attorney General's Office said in a revelation that 

was shocking even for a country wearied by years of drug 

violence and corruption.  

    "According to witnesses, the inmates were allowed to leave 

with authorization of the prison director ... to carry out 

instructions for revenge attacks using official vehicles and using 

guards' weapons for executions," office spokesman Ricardo 

Najera said at a news conference.  

    The director of the prison in Gomez Palacio in Durango state 

and three other officials were placed under a form of house 

arrest pending further investigation. No charges have yet been 

filed.  

    Prosecutors said the prison-based hit squad is suspected in 

three mass shootings, including the July 18 attack on a party in 

the city of Torreon, which is near Gomez Palacio. In that 

incident, gunmen fired indiscriminately into a crowd of mainly 

young people in a rented hall, killing 17 people, including 

women.  

    Police found more than 120 bullet casings at the scene, and 

Najera said tests matched those casings to four assault rifles 

assigned to guards at the prison.  

    Similar ballistics tests linked the guns to earlier killings at 

two bars in Torreon, the capital of northern Coahuila state, he 

said. At least 16 people were killed in those attacks on Feb. 1 

and May 15, local media reported.  

    Najera blamed the killings on disputes between rival drug 

cartels. "Unfortunately, the criminals also carried out cowardly 

killings of innocent civilians, only to return to their cells," he 

said.  

    Coahuila and neighboring Durango are among several 

northern states that have seen a spike in drug-related violence 

that authorities attribute to a fight between the Gulf cartel and 

its former enforcers, known as the Zetas.  

    Mexico has long had a problem with investigating crimes, 

catching criminals and convicting people. Reports estimate less 

than 2 percent of crimes in Mexico result in prison sentences. 

But     Sunday's revelation suggests that even putting cartel 

gunmen in prison may not prevent them from continuing to 

commit crimes.  

    Interior Secretary Francisco Blake said the revelation "can 

only be seen as a wake-up call for authorities to address, once 
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again, the state of deterioration in many local law enforcement 

institutions ... we cannot allow this kind of thing to happen 

again."  

    Also Sunday, Mexican federal police announced the arrest of 

an alleged leading member of a drug gang blamed in recent 

killings and a car-bombing in the violence-ridden border city of 

Ciudad Juarez, across from El Paso, Texas.  

    Police described Luis Vazquez Barragan, 39, as a top member 

of La Linea gang, the enforcement arm of the Juarez cartel, 

saying he received orders directly from cartel boss Vicente 

Carrillo Fuentes.  

    Vazquez Barragan allegedly organized payments, moved 

drugs and oversaw a system of safe houses in and around Ciudad 

Juarez.  

    Police said he held the same rank as fugitive gang leader Juan 

Pablo Ledezma, though Vazquez Barragan is not named on 

reward or most-wanted lists published by the Attorney General's 

Office, as Ledezma is.  

    La Linea has been blamed for a car bomb that killed three 

people July 15 in Ciudad Juarez and for two separate shootings 

March 13 that killed a U.S. consular employee and two other 

people connected to the consulate.  

    Police did not say when they caught Vazquez Barragan, but 

he was allegedly in possession of about a half-kilogram (pound) 

of cocaine and two guns.  

    His arrest led to a raid on a safe house where authorities 

detained four suspects and freed a kidnap victim.  

    Also Sunday, the Attorney General's Office said soldiers on 

patrol in Ciudad Madero in the border state of Tamaulipas 

seized an arsenal of about three dozen guns, 17 grenades and 

thousands of bullets in a house.  

    Elsewhere in Tamaulipas, police and prosecutors raided a lot 

full of truck-pulled tankers in the border city of Reynosa and 

seized two loaded with oil of a type sometimes stolen from the 

pipelines of the state-owned Petroleos Mexicanos. Nore than a 

dozen other tankers and freight containers were also seized.  

    Mexican drug cartels have allegedly become involved in 

increasingly sophisticated thefts of fuel and oil from Mexico's 

pipelines.  

    In the Pacific coast state of Guerrero, authorities reported 

Sunday they had found the bullet-ridden bodies of six men 

dumped in various locations, including three in or around the 

resort of Acapulco. Two of the dead men were identified as 

people kidnapped earlier in the month.  

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-

dyn/content/article/2010/07/25/AR2010072501838.html 

 

10-07-24 Former officer gets 15 years for drug dealing 

A former Philadelphia police officer was sentenced Friday to 15 

years in federal prison for drug dealing and planning to rob an 

undercover agent posing as a drug dealer. Alhinde Weems, 34, 

who pleaded guilty to drug and firearms charges in January, had 

faced the possibility of life in prison. Weems was a drug dealer 

before he became a police officer and continued selling drugs 

while on the force, prosecutors said. He was with the department 

for 5 1/2 years. He was arrested in March 2009 with his police-

issued gun on the way to attempting the robbery. Four firearms 

were recovered from his house, along with ammunition and a 

homemade silencer. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/new_jersey/99160874.html 

 

10-07-24 Man shot in Chester hours after state of emergency 

ends 

   Just a short walk from the church where Chester Mayor 

Wendell N. Butler Jr. on Friday had declared the concluded 35-

day state of emergency a success, gunshots sent another victim 

to a hospital two hours later.  

   The shooting happened shortly before 1 p.m., and police have 

found no eyewitnesses, Capt. Stephen Fox of the detective 

division said.  

   "Nobody saw nothing," said Fox, "so we're waiting to hear 

from the victim. We hope he makes it out of surgery."  

   He would not give the age or identity of the man, who was 

shot seven hours after the state of emergency ended. The 

measure had been imposed as a reaction to gun violence.  

   People in the area heard four or five gunshots, Fox said. The 

shooting happened in a stretch of brick rowhouses on West 

Union Street, yards from the boundary of one of the five zones 

where police had imposed a universal curfew.  

   "The world is run by drugs. It's pretty much territory," said 

Jerrell Nichols, 31, who lives a couple of houses from the 

shooting scene. "This isn't the first time this has happened 

here."  

    During the emergency, more than 60 people were cited for 

curfew-related restrictions. Police officers were barred from 

going on leave and frequently worked double shifts, Butler said.  

   The mayor said the effort was a success based on direct police 

results - including 14 guns seized and an anecdotal drop in 

violence, though he could not provide statistics - as well as 

secondary results.  

   Residents have generally been more cooperative with police 

since the emergency was declared, Butler said. He cited as an 

example a lower-than-expected number of violations in the city, 

which has 37,000 residents and a yearly average of 53,000 calls 

to 911.  

  But troubles persist.  

     "The state of emergency was not intended to be a cureall or 

complete fix for the problems," Butler said earlier in the day.  

   He said the declaration resulted when he reached "a breaking 

point" after four homicides in eight days in June.  

    The measure was not universally acclaimed. Mary Catherine 

Roper, a staff lawyer with the American Civil Liberties Union in 

Philadelphia, said her office had received a handful of 

complaints about police actions taken during the state of 

emergency.  

   "There was never any legal justification for telling law-abiding 

citizens that they could not go out on the streets at night," Roper 

said.  

   After delivering his speech, Butler ruminated on one palpable 

measure of accomplishment: A prominent community-center 

wall on Upland Street, in the heart of one of the restricted zones, 

was still graffiti-free two weeks after its latest cleanup.  

    "Ordinarily, the very next day, all the gang signs and graffiti 

are back up there," Butler said.  

    Though the official emergency declaration lapsed at 6 a.m. 

Friday, the city aims to extend elements of it. A citywide curfew 

for minors enacted during the emergency will remain in effect 
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through August. City fire stations will exchange grocery gift 

cards for firearms in an Aug. 7 gun buyback.  

    And the city's attempts to coordinate government- and 

community-based efforts against violence will continue through 

a task force and other mechanisms, Butler said.  

   That pleased city resident Don Newton, 59, a community 

organizer who listened to Butler's speech outside Calvary 

Baptist Church.  

    "The timing was good," Newton said. "Now the things that 

happened during this, and the things that were starting to 

happen before, with the community, have to continue." 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/local/99160964.html 

 

10-07-24 Woman 2, thugs 0 after home invasion 

  Oklahoma break-in turns deadly when 'victim' pulls gun and 

fires 

   One gun isn't enough.  

    That was what Linda Smith (a pseudonym) was thinking after 

two thugs broke into her Oklahoma apartment. One was holding 

a weapon (she initially thought it was a knife but it turned out to 

be a screwdriver) at her throat, and the other was pacing back 

and forth while holding her purse and demanding her money 

and valuables. She screamed, and was told if she screamed 

again, she'd be dead. 

    She was doing as police recommend in robberies – comply 

with a robber's demands. But her Lady Smith & Wesson .38 

special, which she carries by permit, was hidden in her purse – 

and the purse was being held by one of the attackers.  

   Then the situation, suddenly, got much, much worse: One of 

the robbers demanded that she take off her clothes.  

   "Come on, what are you waiting for," he told her as he started 

to yank on her sweatpants, trying to take them off.  

   Smith pleaded for her safety and distracted the attackers by 

telling them she would get her money, which was "in my purse."  

    The robbers inexplicably allowed her to drop to her knees and 

crawl across the floor to her purse, which the second attacker 

had dropped. 

     She reached inside, and the first shot was clear of the muzzle 

and into the torso of one of the attackers before she even pulled 

the weapon clear of the purse. Four more shots followed shortly 

and, in the end, one of the attackers was dead and the second 

was hospitalized facing a murder rap for having participated in 

a felony in which someone died.  

      Smith, in an exclusive interview with WND, explained she 

comes from a family that believes in self-reliance and courage.  

    "I choose to carry a concealed firearm, because even though I 

am immensely grateful for the protection from our police 

departments, I realize they're not God, so they can't be 

everywhere at once. 

     "Deadly situations can happen in the blink of an eye," she 

said. "If you are not proactive … you are a vulnerable target."  

    Smith, an Endowment member of the National Rifle 

Association, said she's carried a gun for almost half a decade, 

but never dreamed she'd be in a situation where she'd have to 

use it to defend her life. But she's glad the training she's had 

over the years kicked in at a time when it saved her from injury, 

or possibly much worse.  

   "Ironically, I thought I was really prepared," she told WND. "I 

remember that night and saw my life flash before my eyes. 

Darreon Carter, the man who was attempting to rape me, had 

me pinned down to my couch, with a knife at my throat. I knew 

I didn't have access to my gun. I thought to myself, I really need 

to have a firearm for my home, and directly on my person."  

     Rachel Parsons, an official for the NRA, said, while Smith's 

case is among the more dramatic, there are similar scenarios 

that have been reported. But even more, there are many crimes 

that simply are not carried out because of the possibility that a 

"victim" is fully armed, she said.  

    "We see every day in newspapers across this country times 

when law-abiding people are able to protect themselves because 

they have concealed-carry permits," she said.  

    "Numerous studies [show] having a concealed-carry permit, 

having a firearm and the ability to use one, has thwarted crime 

without the firearm ever having been fired," she said.  

   "The only way to stop a bad guy with a gun is a good guy with 

a gun."  

    All the gun laws, regulations, rules, restrictions, plans and 

advisories in the world are not going to change the fact that 

criminals have guns, she pointed out.  

    "By definition, criminals break the law. All of these 

regulations do absolutely nothing [to stop] criminals," she said.  

   Jason Willingham, a public-information officer with the Tulsa 

Police Department, told WND that officers encourage people to 

cooperate with robbers if they find themselves in the situation of 

losing a wallet or cash.  

    "However, if it's a situation where a rape is going to take 

place, or a kidnapping, we definitely encourage people to fight," 

he said. "You do not want to go willing. Scream. Make people 

wonder what's going on."  

  "Obviously, in this situation she did exactly … the right thing," 

he said.  

     While the prosecutor had not yet made a formal decision 

regarding her case, Willingham told WND that Oklahoma not 

only has a "make my day" law allowing residents to use deadly 

force inside their homes, but also a "stand your ground" law 

allowing force to be used against an attack outside the home.  

    He said the surviving attacker probably will face a murder 

charge under a state law allowing that charge when a person 

embarks on a felony and someone dies.  

    He said the two perpetrators are "well-known" to the Tulsa 

police "for criminal activities."  

    He said he had reviewed the 911 tapes made of Smith's call to 

police after the shooting.  

    "It's amazing. She's calm and collected. You always wonder 

what would happen in such a situation," he said.  

    According to records, the attack happened early on the 

morning of July 15, and one of the intruders, Darreon Carter, 

18, died hours later in a hospital in Tulsa. The other, Daniel 

Holman, 23, was facing charges while still in critical condition.  

    Capt. Travis Yates of the Tulsa Police Department told the 

Tulsa newspaper it seemed to be an "opportunity crime."  

   "Somebody saw a woman walking up to an apartment, and 

they decided to commit a crime, and here we are," he said.  

    The attack developed only about 24 hours after another home 

invasion was reported in the area – and that one left a resident 

dead. Willingham, however, told WND it was unrelated to the 

Smith ordeal.  
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   On the Tulsa World forum page, Smith came in for virtually 

unchallenged praise: 

"The scumbags got what they deserved and I hope it is a lesson 

for the rest of them out there." 

"God bless this shooter." 

"Pay attention to this one. This is what is going to have to start 

happening to let all these no good punks [know] that you won't 

stand for it and are taking your freedom back. … You come to 

take whats [sic] mine 'I will shoot you.'" 

"KEEP SHOOTING!!!" 

"Buy a gun. Learn how to use it. Kill intruders. Any questions?" 

"A perfect example of why we need the concealed carry! this is 

my kind of woman! fight crime! shoot back!" 

"Lock and load people, it's a different world out there." 

"I love the great equalizer." 

"This story makes me feel all warm and fuzzy." 

    Smith told WND she had come into her apartment after a 

late-night run for errands – she keeps unusual hours because of 

shift work at a hospital. She had one more item to fetch from 

outside but never got the chance because, within 20 seconds of 

her entering, the suspects followed.  

     She recalled with clarity the five shots, including those in 

which she picked out the attackers even though her boyfriend, 

black like the attackers, was struggling with them. He had been 

visiting and came in from the next room after the shots rang out.  

    He reported to Smith later that one of the attackers actually 

had a headlock on him when she fired, knocking the assailant 

off of him.  

    He had jumped into Smith's defense as both attackers were 

beating Smith's face and head, trying to knock her out to break 

her "death grip" on the weapon.  

    "We need to stand up and we don't have to be victims," Smith 

told WND. "We don't have to passively stand by and allow 

criminals to overtake us." 

http://www.wnd.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=18134
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10-07-23 Sources: Stolen DEA agent guns used in officer 

shooting 

   PHILADELPHIA - July 23, 2010 (WPVI) -- Action News has 

learned from high-level sources how an officer was wounded 

and could have been killed with a weapon stolen from the home 

of a federal agent. 

    From all accounts, Officer Kevin Livewell was a very lucky 

man. 

   A week ago last Thursday, he and his partner stopped a van 

believed to have been involved in an earlier shooting. But as the 

officers approached the van, 3 men came out with shooting 

guns. 

  Officer Livewell was shot in the leg, but fortunately, he is at 

home a week later and will recover after more surgery next 

week. 

  26-year-old Anel Cuenas and 36-year-old Ramon De Jesus 

were arrested in connection with his shooting. 

   A third man continues to be sought. 

   In or near the van, police recovered an arsenal of high-

powered assault type weapons including the AK-47 that was 

used to shoot Livewell. 

   Now, sources tell Action News that the AK-47, along with 

other weapons, was stolen from the home of a DEA agent in 

Chester County. 

   Two brothers, 33-year-old Victor Fuentes of Glenmoore and 

21-year-old Jonathan Fuentes of Philadelphia, were arrested and 

are now in custody at the Chester County prison in connection 

with the theft. They tell authorities they are acquainted with one 

of the agents' family members. 

   Two days before Officer Livewell was shot, sources say the 

men obtained a key to make entry into the agent's Chester 

County home when he was not there. The sources say that they 

stole 9 weapons from his personal arsenal and then traveled to 

North Philadelphia where they sold the weapons for drug 

money. 

   The weapons ended up in the hands of Cuenas and DeJesus. 

   Hours later, the men allegedly would use the weapons, 

including-the AK-47, to shoot Officer Livewell in the 3000 

block of Water Street in Kensington. At the time, authorities 

were astonished by the arsenal of weapons. 

  "These are allstate of the art weapons, none of these are junk 

that you may associate with street violence, these are state of the 

art weapons, they cost a lot of money," Deputy Commissioner 

Richard Ross said after the shooting. 

    But, now Action News has learned there was yet another 

weapon that would complete the arsenal. 

   Last night, FBI agents recovered a 9mm weapon and 

ammunition from the mother of the Fuentes Brothers. When 

contacted about the case, Michael Farrell, an attorney hired by 

the mother, would only say, "The Fuentes family will do 

everything they can to assist authorities, bring justice to the 

people who shot Officer Livewell." 

   It remains unclear how the men obtained the key to the agent's 

home. Attempts to reach a DEA spokesman for comment Friday 

were unsuccessful. 

   The Fuentes brothers are facing multiple charges including 

theft, receiving stolen property, and obtaining an access device 

issued to another person who did not authorize use to gain entry 

into a home. 

  Victor Fuentes is being held in lieu of $100,000 cash bail. 

Jonathan is being held in lieu of $5,000 cash bail 

http://abclocal.go.com/wpvi/story?se...ime&id=7572649 

 

10-07-22 Man held after aiming gun at census-taker 

   A Lincoln Place man faces a string of charges after he pointed 

a shotgun at a census-taker who arrived at his home Wednesday 

night. 

   Richard Welch, 59, will be charged with simple assault, 

reckless endangerment and a firearms violation in the incident, 

which happened about 7 p.m. at his home in the 5700 block of 

Interboro Street, Pittsburgh police said. The unidentified census-

taker went up to his front door and knocked. After a while, 

police said, Mr. Welch came to the door with a shotgun and 

pointed it at her face. 

    The woman called her boss, then called 911. Police recovered 

the shotgun; they said Mr. Welch is a felon and is not permitted 

to possess a firearm. http://www.post-

gazette.com/pg/10203/1074488-53.stm 
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10-07-22 Pa. officials unaware of secret FBI test blast on 

SUV 

   HARRISBURG - If a test vehicle is blown up in the remote 

reaches of central Pennsylvania and nobody hears it, did it really 

explode?  

   In what was truly a secret operation - kept under wraps from 

even Gov. Rendell and various state and federal law 

enforcement agencies - the FBI rigged a replica SUV with 

explosives at a still-undisclosed location about 30 miles from 

State College, and detonated it to simulate what would have 

happened had the car bomb exploded in Times Square.  

    Investigators believe the late-June test revealed that the 

homemade fertilizer bomb would have killed untold numbers of 

people in the heart of New York.  

   But in conducting a test that involved re-creating a Manhattan 

street scene in rural Pennsylvania, the agency apparently did not 

notify any state or local authorities.  

    Officials in Centre County, where State College is, said they 

didn't know about the test. Then again, no one is saying exactly 

where outside State College the test occurred. So it could have 

been in an adjacent county.  

     Asked Wednesday morning if he had heard about the June 

test, Rendell told The Inquirer that he had not.  

    Nor did he seem especially irked about being kept in the dark.  

   "There's probably not a law against blowing up a vehicle on 

private property, presuming it didn't hurt anyone," Rendell said 

after testifying before the state Senate Transportation Committee 

about Pennsylvania's need for new sources of transportation 

funding.  

   The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms and the 

Philadelphia FBI office said they, too, knew nothing about the 

blast. Neither did the state police or the Pennsylvania 

Emergency Management Agency, which generally works closely 

with the FBI, officials said.  

   "We don't know anything about that," PEMA spokeswoman 

Ruth Miller said, replying to a request for information.  

  The FBI's New York office declined to comment.  

   Several Centre County officials noted that FBI and ATF 

investigators sometimes had used the region's numerous gravel 

and asphalt quarries for explosives tests.  

    FBI officials, speaking on condition of anonymity, told the 

Associated Press that investigators had used a Nissan 

Pathfinder, the same model that was found emitting smoke on a 

side street off Times Square on May 1 - and rigged it with a 

higher-grade fertilizer and more sophisticated components.  

   Four other vehicles were placed around the bomb-rigged 

Pathfinder in an effort to replicate the parked cars and passing 

traffic, the AP reported.  

    The explosion cut the SUV in half, officials told the AP. It 

turned the adjacent car into a flaming wreck, sending it airborne 

for a distance that in Times Square would have vaulted it across 

the street, over a parked car, and into the New York Marriott 

Marquis hotel.  

   Two other cars were left in one fiery, tangled wreck in the 

middle of the mock street, officials said. They said a video of the 

explosion had been played for a group of investigators this week.  

    Dan Surra, a former state legislator who is Rendell's senior 

adviser on the upstate Pennsylvania Wilds tourism region, said 

he was surprised the FBI hadn't told anyone in the state 

government.  

    "You shocked the hell out of me," said Surra, who 

represented Clearfield County, which abuts Centre County and 

could have been the site of the tests. "It's more disturbing that 

they didn't tell anyone than the fact they did it."  

   A spokesman for Rep. Scott Conklin (D., Centre) - the 

Democratic nominee for lieutenant governor, the official who 

traditionally chairs PEMA - said he didn't take issue with the 

FBI's hush-hush posture.  

   "Our office was unaware of it, but I don't think we would have 

been informed," said Tor Michaels, Conklin's chief of staff. 

"There are remote places, so such a test could take place without 

harm to the public. And if it helps learn more about preventing 

terrorism and keeping us safe, that's a good thing."  

   Faisal Shahzad, a Pakistani American, is in federal custody in 

New York after pleading guilty last month to charges related to 

the Times Square plot.  

   He told authorities that the bomb was supposed to explode 

within five minutes after he walked away. Instead, the 

explosives released only a stream of smoke that attracted the 

attention of a street vendor, who notified police.  

   Federal agents arrested Shahzad two days later as he tried to 

flee the country on a Dubai-bound jet. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/local/98995544.html 

 

10-07-22 Sheriff's deputies' disdain for Constitution captured 

by their own recorded comments 

   When California's San Luis Obispo County Sheriff’s Deputy 

Darren Murphy responded to a “shots fired” call in April 2008, 

he decided en route that he was going to make an arrest.  

        He did far more than that. Murphy and other deputies 

made an unwarranted entry into a home, and then into a locked 

gun safe.  Murphy's uncensored, darkly disturbing observations 

and behavior following his Code-3 arrival at the rural home of 

longtime SLO County resident Matt Hart were picked up by 

Murphy's and other deputies’ own recorders. Those recordings 

provide a rare, frighteningly revealing, behind-the-scenes 

perspective of how one local law enforcement agency views the 

Fourth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, and other laws its 

personnel are sworn to uphold. 

        Sheriff’s spinner Rob Bryn declined to confirm the 

identities of any of the deputies appearing or heard in the 

recordings, or to discuss any aspect of the Hart home invasion. 

So we've done that for you. (Bryn, ever the public servant, 

eventually stopped responding to e-mails from a 

 KCCN.tv reporter.) 

         Deputies’ deportment in the field as exhibited by their own 

words, as well as their plainly audible efforts to fabricate 

justifications for their actions, are lamentable. Local county 

prosecutors’ subsequent abuse of power, wielded in a cavalier, 

clumsy, and transparent effort to avoid a lawsuit, also is 

troubling.  

         But in the larger scheme of things, it is the systematic 

dismantling of the Fourth Amendment by over-zealous cops and 

an enabling judiciary that should be a cause of concern for every 

American citizen. Incredibly, Hart's case may be less of an 

anomaly than it appears.  
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         The question is: Should law enforcement officers like 

Deputy Darren Murphy be allowed to make day-to-day, life-

changing decisions regarding the fate of law-abiding citizens?  

        Watch. Listen. And then you be the judge. 

http://www.kccn.tv/ 

 

10-07-21 Study: US police fatalities increase Up 43 percent 

   WASHINGTON (AP) - The number of U.S. police officers 

who died in the line of duty is up 43 percent so far this year, 

according to an organization that honors fallen law enforcement 

officials. 

   The National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund says 

that if the trend continues, 2010 could become one of the 

deadliest years for U.S. police agencies in two decades. 

   The fund was to release preliminary data Wednesday showing 

that 87 officers died in the line of duty between Jan. 1 and June 

30. That's up sharply from 61 officers killed during the first six 

months of last year. 

   The 2010 deaths were spread across 36 states and Puerto Rico, 

with California, Texas and Florida showing the most fatalities. 

Other states on the list included Maryland, where a state trooper 

was fatally shot June 11, and Virginia. Five officers working for 

federal agencies also died in various states. 

   Firearm and traffic deaths jumped in the last six months, 

compared with the same period in 2009. 

   Last year, overall officer fatalities had reached their lowest 

level in five decades. 

   "We were hoping to see those numbers continue to go down," 

said Kevin P. Morison, a fund spokesman. "It points to the 

dangers officers continue to face." 

   Almost half the deaths came from car and motorcycle crashes 

and officers being hit outside their vehicles. Five officers who 

were struck on the road died during a three-week period last 

month in California, Massachusetts and New Jersey. 

   Of the 31 officers killed by gunfire, six died in "cluster 

killings" -- three separate shootings that targeted multiple 

officers. 

   Eugene O'Donnell, professor of police studies at John Jay 

College of Criminal Justice in New York, said the number of 

officer fatalities fluctuates from year to year. However, he said 

he has noticed an "alarming frequency" of people targeting 

police. 

   "There has been a spate of particularly brutal and senseless 

attacks on the police," said O'Donnell, a former police officer 

and prosecutor in New York. "It seems to me, an unprecedented 

level of disrespect and willingness to challenge police officers 

all over the place." 

   He said a rise in mental health problems and scathing 

criticism of police, such as the comments found on some blogs, 

could be fueling the brazenness and disregard for authority. 

   John Firman, director of research at the Alexandria, Va.-based 

International Association of Chiefs of Police, said his group is 

working to reduce rampant gun violence to which officers find 

themselves responding. 

   In addition, the association is working with the memorial 

fund, the FBI and other groups to create a Center for the 

Prevention of Violence Against Police to study the issue in 

depth. "We think this is awfully urgent," Firman said. 

   The memorial fund released the report with Concerns of 

Police Survivors Inc., a group that helps families of fallen 

officers. The fund adds the names of officers killed in the line of 

duty to its monument in Washington. 

http://www.wavy.com/dpp/news/virginia/study:-us-police-

fatalities-increase 

 

10-07-21 New hearing set for alleged Calif. freeway shooter 

   OAKLAND, Calif. — The California man charged after a 

weekend shootout with police on an Oakland freeway is due 

back in court next month after additional charges were filed 

against him. 

    Byron Williams faces four counts of attempted murder on 

peace officers, as well as enhancements for firearms, body armor 

and gang activity. He appeared in court Wednesday for a plea 

hearing but didn't enter a plea. Instead, he was ordered to return 

to court Aug. 11. 

   Prosecutors also filed two additional felony charges against 

Williams of being a felon in possession of a firearm. 

    The 45-year-old Williams was arrested after a gunbattle with 

12 officers on Interstate 580 early Sunday. Police say he was 

planning an attack on the ACLU and another nonprofit group. 

     It's unknown whether Williams has been assigned an 

attorney. After-hours attempts to reach the public defenders' 

office were unsuccessful. http://www.ajc.com/news/nation-

world/new-hearing-set-for-576006.html 

 

10-07-20 Poll: Chicagoans believe crime is up 

    Mack Julion has always been in love with Chicago. A 

Southwest Side resident, he swore he would never flee to the 

suburbs, playfully mocking friends as not being "real 

Chicagoans." 

   But now, crime in his neighborhood and across the city has 

worn that devotion thin. 

   "I've traveled around the country and have always said I 

wouldn't consider living anywhere else besides this city," said 

Julion, 45. "But I'm to the point now where I'm looking to move 

out to the suburbs. It's just getting too crazy here." 

    Julion's sense that Chicago's crime problem is growing worse 

is shared by nearly half of the city dwellers who responded to a 

new poll for Tribune/WGN. But the reality is that overall crime 

in Chicago is down when compared with last year and 

homicides are nearly flat, with no significant uptick compared 

with recent years 

   The telephone poll of 800 male and female heads of household 

from the six-county Chicago area began July 8, one day after 

Chicago police Officer Thor Soderberg was gunned down in 

Englewood. A little less than two months earlier, Officer 

Thomas Wortham IV was killed in the Chatham neighborhood. 

And on Sunday, four days after the poll was completed, Officer 

Michael Bailey was killed outside his Park Manor home. 

  Experts agree that these high-profile homicides, coupled with a 

bad economy and a steady stream of news about shootings, have 

fed a public perception that crime in Chicago is getting worse. 

The Market Shares Corp. poll — which has a margin of error of 

plus or minus 3.5 percentage points — found that only 30 

percent of Chicagoans feel their neighborhoods are safe. 

   "Police officers are the embodiment of authority," said Arthur 

Lurigio, a professor of psychology and criminal justice at Loyola 
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University Chicago. "When officers are getting shot, that gives 

citizens a sense that the social order is completely collapsing. 

The average citizen, the regular guy and woman on the street, 

are going to think, 'If they're shooting police, what chance do I 

have?'" 

   Lurigio also said there has long been a public perception that 

when the economy is bad, crime goes up. Not so, he said. 

    "In some cases, the economy goes south, crime goes down. In 

some cases, the economy is strong and crime goes up," he said. 

"People believe there's a very strong correlation between the 

economy and crime, and it makes sense. It's intuitively 

appealing but not accurate." 

    Homicides are up less than 1 percent in Chicago compared 

with last year, according to unofficial crime statistics through 

Tuesday. There were 245 homicides between January and July 

20, two more than the same period last year. 

   Overall crime, including violent crimes such as criminal 

sexual assault and robbery, are down, according to official crime 

statistics through the end of June. For instance, shootings are 

down slightly compared with January through June of last year. 

The facts, however, have done little to prevent perception from 

becoming reality for people in all parts of the city. 

   Linda Paul lives across the street from a park in Longwood 

Manor, but she doesn't feel it's safe enough to go outside. 

   "I love the outdoors, but I'm afraid to be out there in the park 

because you don't know when they are going to start shooting," 

said Paul, 52. 

    Kathleen Conlon considers herself a "North Side girl." She 

used to feel comfortable walking the streets of her Jefferson Park 

neighborhood, but not anymore. 

   "You can't live safely here," said Conlon, 70. "There was a 

time when the bad guys didn't kill policemen, that's not the case 

anymore. Whether it's a policeman or a baby, they don't care." 

    Many polled also believe crime is more violent and no longer 

isolated to certain parts of town. 

   "Bullets don't have eyes," said a 54-year-old black woman who 

lives in the South Loop and asked not to be named. "Crime 

started out as petty, but it's stepped up to another level. They 

used to just snatch your purse, now they kill you. They used to 

snatch your necklace, now they slit your throat." 

   Suburban residents, however, have a notably different outlook. 

Only 23 percent of people outside the city believe crime is 

rising, and 65 percent believe their neighborhoods are safe. 

   Clementine Moore said she feels like her Palatine 

neighborhood has even less crime than it did when she moved 

there 20 years ago. 

   "Sometimes things happen here, but it's not as bad as 

Chicago," said Moore, 57. "You don't hear about anybody 

getting shot or anything." 

   She attributes the low crime to the lack of bus routes between 

Palatine and Chicago, which ties into the opinion of many 

suburbanites that Chicago is the root of the area's crime 

problems. 

    Take, for example, Alyet Sisson, 78, who lives in suburban 

North Chicago but attends church in the city every Sunday. She 

said she doesn't linger after the services. 

    "When services are over, we get into our car or the bus and 

we go home. We don't stay there," said Sisson, who has lived in 

North Chicago for more than 40 years. "If I have to go (to 

Chicago), I do what I have to do and get out." 

  Omar Gobby, 41, of Evergreen Park, said "hooliganism" has 

recently taken over his neighborhood. 

   "It's not like serious crimes, but more vandalism, more graffiti, 

that kind of stuff," said Gobby, whose garage was tagged with 

graffiti more than a year ago. "When we first moved here, it was 

much quieter." 

  When asked what were the worst things about living in the 

Chicago area, a majority of respondents — 53 percent — said 

crime. Other high-ranking answers were political corruption, 

high taxes and cost of living. 

   Evonne Kolovos, who is raising her three grandchildren in the 

Portage Park neighborhood she has lived in for 22 years, agreed 

wholeheartedly. 

   "For goodness' sakes, they're killing our police," Kolovos said. 

"Where can we really, really call safe?" 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/ct-met-crime-poll-

20100720,0,397603.story 

 

10-07-20 Irish gun owners can now shoot intruders  

New bill is welcomed by police, rural groups 

     Irish homeowners can now legally use guns to defend 

themselves if their homes are attacked under new legislation. 

     The new home defense bill has moved the balance of rights 

back to the house owner if his home is broken into "where it 

should always have been", say top Irish police. 

     The police association of superintendents and inspectors, the 

AGSI, stated that “the current situation, which legally demands 

a house owner retreat from an intruder, was intolerable". 

    The new bill was published by Justice Minister Dermot Ahern 

yesterday. Under the bill homeowners will be allowed to use 

"reasonable" force against intruders to defend themselves, others 

or their property. This includes lethal force, depending on the 

circumstances. 

     Justice Minister Dermot Ahern stated that house owners 

could use guns in self-defense, especially if the intruders were 

armed but said it would ultimately be a matter for the courts to 

resolve. 

    The bill also clarifies that a house owner will not be required 

to retreat from an intruder. and that intruders injured as a result 

of reasonable force won’t be able to sue the house owner. 

   "The bill is welcomed because it aims to clarify the 

entitlements of a homeowner when faced with the situation 

where an uninvited intruder has entered the home," AGSI vice-

president Dan Hanley told the Irish Examiner. 

     "The bill aims to shift the balance of rights back to the 

homeowner where it should always have been. It is intolerable a 

homeowner should be compelled to retreat in front of an 

intruder who has entered the home and who may have malign 

intentions towards the homeowner, the family or the home 

owner’s property." 

    Hanley added: "It is ridiculous to suggest the bill, which 

attempts to redress a serious legal imbalance, would provide a 

license to kill or a ‘have-a-go’ charter for homeowners, the vast 

majority of whom will continue to act with good sense and in a 

peaceful way." 
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    Minister Ahern also dismissed the suggestion the bill was a 

"license to kill". He stated it merely allowed for lethal force 

provided it was justifiable. 

   Rural Link, the national network of community groups in 

rural Ireland welcomed the bill, saying it was "sensible 

legislation giving much needed clarity to homeowners on their 

rights when confronted by intruders". 

    The Irish Council for Civil Liberties however, stated it would 

inspect the bill to establish that it was "human-rights 

compliant". 

    The need for new legislation became evident after an intruder, 

John Ward, was shot dead while on the land and dwelling area 

of Mayo farmer, Pádraig Nally. 

    Nally was convicted of manslaughter, but his conviction was 

later overturned after a public outcry. 

     Burglaries in Ireland increased from 23,600 in 2007 to 

26,800 in 2009. Violent burglaries rose from 255 to 363 in the 

same period. http://www.irishcentral.com/news/Irish-gun-

owners-can-now-shoot-intruders--98813794.html 

 

10-07-20 Pro & Con: Should Georgia continue to ban guns in 

places of worship? 

    Last summer I read a newspaper article about a pastor in 

Kentucky who held a “bring your guns to church” day. “God, 

Guns and the Gospel” was the title of his sermon.  

     “When someone tells me that being a Christian and having 

firearms are incompatible with the Gospel — baloney,” the 

pastor declared. “Now the Gospel is at stake.”  

    Some 40 states allow people to carry weapons into places of 

worship in some fashion. Now a lawsuit has been filed 

attempting to add Georgia to that list.  

    Like the Kentucky pastor, I believe the Gospel is at stake 

here, although for entirely different reasons  

    Yes, I know that places of worship are not immune from 

violence. Last summer, a doctor who performed abortions was 

murdered at his Lutheran church in Wichita, Kan., where he 

was serving as an usher.  

    Two years ago, two members of a Unitarian church in 

Knoxville were killed and seven others wounded as they 

worshipped.  

    And longtime Atlantans remember the Sunday morning in 

1974 when the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s mother, 

Alberta King, and a church deacon were gunned down during 

worship at Ebenezer Baptist Church.  

    The horror of these violent deaths was compounded by the 

fact that they happened in churches that are supposed to be 

places of peace.  

    If a place of worship has received threats of violence, then it 

may be necessary to hire security. But arming clergy and 

congregations against possible random violence is not an act of 

safety or of faith.  

    One of scripture’s clearest mandates is that people of faith 

should not live in fear. “Fear not.” “Do not be afraid.” Those 

phrases are found 59 times in the Bible.  

    Despite these admonitions, we are becoming a fearful people. 

Our lives are often built around anxiety and fear, rather than 

trust and courage.  

    Those who advocate bringing guns to worship — whether 

they be lawyers, legislators or clergy — are finally not acting in 

faith, but are playing to our fears.  

    Faith requires us to acknowledge those fears and work to 

overcome them. People of religious faith are not always to 

mirror the values of the majority culture, but to transform the 

world. “Beat your swords into plowshares,” the prophet Isaiah 

tells the people of Israel, and fear not.  

    Fear is isolating. Fearful people build barricades, arm 

themselves, distrust strangers. This is not the way of life to 

which faith calls us.  

    Radical hospitality is a hallmark of most religious faiths. In 

welcoming the stranger, we imitate God’s welcome of all God’s 

children.  

    Our places of worship should be havens of peace and trust 

and healing. A room with guns at the ready is not a place of 

welcome or hospitality.  

    Most of those in our state who advocate legalizing concealed 

weapons in places of worship are Christian. Perhaps they should 

ask themselves the popular question — what would Jesus do?  

    All the gospels give a clear answer to that question. When 

Jesus was in the Garden of Gethsemane one of his followers 

drew a sword and cut off the ear of one of those coming to arrest 

him.  

    Jesus was quick in his rebuke. “Put your sword back in its 

place,” he commanded, “for all who take the sword will perish 

by the sword.”  

    In the current issue of Harper’s magazine, Dan Baum 

concludes his reflection on his brief experience of carrying a gun 

with this stark reminder: “My gun is not a prop, a political 

statement, or a rhetorical device, but an instrument designed to 

blow a ragged channel through a human being.”  

    What would Jesus do, indeed?  

The Rev. Patricia Templeton is rector of St. Dunstan’s 

Episcopal Church in Atlanta.  

NO: An armed congregation keeps the peace against those 

who would harm.  

By Jonathan Wilkins  
    As you may know, the Baptist Tabernacle in Thomaston is 

seeking an injunction against a provision in Georgia law that 

forbids its members from carrying guns to church.  

    The question asked by our critics is, “Why would any one 

want to have a gun at church?”  

    Folks are genuinely astonished that a pastor and his 

congregation would want to exercise such a right. Let me list 

several reasons why this is so.  

    Theologically, the critic objects by echoing the words of 

Christ in Matthew 5, “Blessed are the peacemakers”!  

    And yet Christ told us in Luke 11:21 the way to maintain 

peace was to arm oneself. “When a strong man armed keepeth 

his palace, his goods are in peace.” It is the armed man who 

deters those who wish to disturb the peace.  

    On another occasion the Lord stopped in the middle of a 

sermon and said to his congregation, “he that hath no sword, let 

him sell his garment and buy one.”  

    To this the disciples replied, “Behold here are two.” Rather 

than reprove them for surreptitiously bringing a weapon to 

“meeting” Christ said, “It is enough.” The lord of the church 

authorized and sanctioned the concept of “concealed carry.”  
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    Historically, the churches of America have always had guns 

present. From the early days of the Pilgrims with their 

blunderbuss, to the circuit-riding Methodist Andrew Jackson 

Potter, who would lay his revolvers on either side of the pulpit 

— guns and churches are notoriously linked.  

    In fact early colonial and later state laws required men to 

bring their guns to the church house. The earliest gun law is 

found in colonial Virginia in 1619. It said all those attending 

church “shall bring their pieces, swords, pouder and shotte 

[sic].”  

    Legally, this is a constitutional and private property issue. 

Corporately, as a body of believers, on our own property, it 

should be our decision and not the state’s as to whether we will 

allow armed people on that property.  

    Current law is discriminatory — if we were just a “civil 

organization” rather than a “place of worship” there would be 

no infraction. And if the Second Amendment is indeed the “law 

of the land” then     Georgia nor the federal government has any 

right “infringing” upon my right to “bear arms,” even in church.  

    Practically, this is a self-defense issue. People believe the 

illusion that churches are somehow “safety zones” where bad 

people will “supernaturally” respect a prohibition of guns in 

churches.  

    But in 2007 Bob Unruh published an article titled “Church 

Shootings on the Rise in U.S.” in which he listed 10 church 

shootings since 1999.  

    After 2007, I have noted six additional churches that have 

fallen prey to gun violence. And tragically current Georgia law 

advertises the fact that church attendees are unarmed, leaving 

the congregation vulnerable to attack by lawless renegades.  

    Therefore theologically, historically, legally and in all 

practicality the church should be free to allow its members the 

right to bear arms.  

    And to those who believe guns in churches would lead to 

violence — remember most states in this union have no gun 

bans in regards to the churches, and there is relative tranquillity.  

    An armed congregation keeps the peace by deterring those 

who would do us harm. May God vindicate our cause!  

    The Rev. Jonathan Wilkins is pastor of Baptist Tabernacle in 

Thomaston.  

http://www.ajc.com/opinion/pro-con-should-georgia-

574763.html 

 

10-07-19 Undercover taxidermist busts illegal Mo. hunters 

   The sign on the storefront said "Craig's Taxidermy," and the 

hunters who brought in their prized deer, turkey and fish got 

them back stuffed and mounted. 

   But they also got secretly recorded. And ultimately, many of 

them were busted for allegedly breaking Missouri wildlife laws. 

    The Department of Conservation announced Monday that it 

had discovered 425 wildlife violations committed by 68 people 

who brought animals into Craig's Taxidermy in the rural 

southern Missouri town of Birch Tree. 

   It turns out "Craig" actually was an undercover agent. 

    The state Conservation Department set up the undercover 

taxidermy shop in 2008 after receiving numerous complaints 

about illegal hunting in the area, said Gary Cravens, the 

department's regional supervisor for law enforcement 

operations. The state agency closed Craig's Taxidermy early this 

year _ but only after its hidden video and audio recorders 

captured plenty of evidence. 

   As customers came into the shop, "we were listening to them," 

Cravens said. "They were bragging about how they shot out of 

so-and-so's yard or off the road, or claiming it as archery even 

though it had a bullet hole." 

    As it turned out, 62 percent of the wildlife brought in for 

mounting at the undercover taxidermy shop had been killed 

illegally in some manner, Cravens said. 

    The cases are being turned over to prosecutors in seven 

counties _ Crawford, Dent, Miller, Howell, Iron, Oregon and 

Shannon _ where the hunting occurred, the department said. 

Although the taxidermy shop was in southern Missouri, some 

hunters brought animals from other parts of the state. 

   The alleged violations involved deer, turkey, various animals 

hunted for their fur, fish and migratory birds. Conservation 

agents seized 240 items, including 90 mounted deer heads or 

antler racks, about 20 various smaller animals, 70 frog legs, one 

rattlesnake and 16 firearms. 

   "These violators are in effect stealing wildlife that belongs to 

all of us here in Missouri who obey the laws," Cravens said, 

"and it's our job to make sure that wildlife resources are 

protected." 

http://www.journaltimes.com/news/national/us/article_b8faaa49

-99f8-52bc-8287-a18f2523c2ff.html 

 

10-07-19 Report: Warning Signs Removed at Griz Mauling 

Site 

   Two researchers who tranquilized and studied a grizzly bear 

hours before the animal killed a hiker near Yellowstone 

National Park removed warning signs as they left the site, an 

investigation has found. 

   A report released Monday also says the victim knew the 

researchers were studying bears less than a mile from his 

summer cabin, and expressed hope that he would meet them 

while hiking so he could ask them about their work. 

    Erwin Frank Evert, 70, a botanist from Park Ridge, Ill., went 

hiking the afternoon of June 17 from the summer cabin he 

owned about six miles from Yellowstone's east gate. The 430-

pound bear killed him where the bear, caught in a previously set 

snare, was studied that morning. 

Authorities shot and killed the bear from a helicopter two days 

later. 

    The researchers are members of the Interagency Grizzly Bear 

Study Team. Yellowstone grizzlies are listed as a threatened 

species and the team is responsible for monitoring their numbers 

and health. 

    The report recommends that the team adopt detailed 

standards for posting warning signs. 

    The report drew from interviews with and statements by the 

two study team researchers, Seth    Thompson and Chad 

Dickinson, and interviews with and statements by others. 

     Thompson wrote that they took down the warning signs 

while they left the groggy bear to finish waking up. It was their 

last day of studying grizzlies in the area and they hadn't seen 

any hikers in the drainage during their three weeks of work, he 

wrote. 

   The weather was brisk and snowy, he wrote. 
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   "We also felt that the unfavorable weather conditions would 

curtail human activity that day," Thompson wrote. 

    The researchers left the bear at 12:30 p.m. and Evert began 

hiking at 12:45 p.m., according to the report. 

    Around 6:15 p.m., Evert's wife, Yolanda Evert, met 

Dickinson and Thompson after they'd returned to the trailhead 

and told them Evert was late getting back. Dickinson wrote that 

he rode a horse back to the trap site and found Evert face-down 

with significant head injuries. 

    Dickinson returned quickly to the trailhead. 

    "I was concerned for my own safety and was very convinced 

that Mr. Evert was indeed dead," Dickinson wrote. 

    The report relayed accounts suggesting Evert put himself at 

risk despite being aware of the danger. 

    Evert had seen the warning signs while hiking yet expressed 

hope in the days before his death that he could "catch up with" 

the researchers and talk to them, said the report, drawing from a 

statement by a forest ranger who'd talked to Evert's wife and 

daughter. 

    "They said he had a natural curiosity which was part of his 

personality as a scientist," wrote Terry Root, a district ranger for 

Shoshone National Forest, where Evert was killed. 

    Evert apparently strayed half a mile uphill from his usual 

hiking route to reach the site where he was attacked, according 

to a map in the report showing Evert's usual hiking "circuit" and 

the location of the research site. 

   He was not carrying bear spray or a firearm, according to the 

report. 

   Evert's daughter, Mara Domingue, of Ventress, La., did not 

return a phone message seeking comment. Study team leader 

Chuck Schwartz, with the U.S. Geological Survey in Bozeman, 

Mont., also did not return a phone message seeking comment. 

http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory?id=11201628 

 

10-07-19 Gun permit allows quick access to Texas Capitol 

   AUSTIN, Texas – Everyone from lobbyists to lawyers and 

journalists is rushing to get permits to carry guns inside the 

Texas Capitol, where legislators already often tote pistols in 

boots and purses or stow them away inside their desks. 

   A unique loophole in a new security procedure means a gun 

permit is like a special-access pass into the domed building, 

allowing people who are certified to carry a gun to bypass lines 

at the metal detectors that were set up after a shooting incident 

earlier this year. 

   "Nobody wants to be the one standing in line behind three 

hundred kids wearing the same colored T-shirt," said University 

of Texas political scientist Jim Henson. "If you're trying to get in 

and out really quick and there's going to be choke points, well, 

people don't want to have to deal with that." 

      There's now a frenzy for folks to get trained and licensed to 

carry a firearm, especially before the legislative session begins 

in January. It's not required that people have a gun to enter the 

Capitol through the express lane. Merely holding a valid permit, 

and presenting it at the entrance, will get them expedited entry. 

     "Everybody is doing it or is planning to do it," said lobbyist 

Bill Miller, who has taken the required training and is waiting 

for his license to arrive in the mail. 

   The metal detectors were installed at the Capitol's four public 

entrances in May, a few months after a man fired off a few 

rounds outside the doors of the main entrance. No one was 

harmed. 

    Republican Gov. Rick Perry, who is known to sometimes 

carry a .380 caliber pistol, vehemently objected to the metal 

detectors, saying he didn't want to see airport-like security 

logjams at a Capitol known for its open and freewheeling 

culture. 

   Texas law allows people to carry a weapon if they have a 

permit and as long as the gun is concealed. A separate lane for 

license-holders had to be created so gun-toters could enter 

without having to pull out their weapons — or unconceal them 

— along with their wallets and keys. 

    Guns were previously allowed in the Capitol. With the arrival 

of the metal detectors, permit-holders now get their licenses 

scanned to make sure they are in good standing and their bags 

are put through an X-ray scanner. 

   The Department of Public Safety, which tracks data on gun 

permits, said it's too early to tell if there has been a surge in 

applications. However, interviews with lobbyists, consultants, 

and state officials show Capitol insiders are flocking to sign up 

for them. 

   It's all been great for business, said Mike Cox, who has 

become the go-to guy to train political insiders on getting their 

gun permits. 

   "There's been a burst of interest. They want to get that express 

tag to gain entrance to the Capitol," Cox said. "It's their job. 

They don't want to be impeded by visitors on busy days when 

there's a lot of tourists." 

    Cox has a shooting range just south of Austin, and lobbyists 

and others in the political in-crowd take his 10-hour class. 

   The students learned about nonviolent resolution techniques, 

listened to harrowing 911 calls and, to demonstrate the dangers 

of a firearm, horrifying videos are shown that include a graphic 

suicide and one in which a man accidentally kills his friend. 

They also have to pass a written test on the course material and 

then must undergo a background check, pay about $260 or so in 

fees, and get fingerprinted. 

    That lawmakers would take the trouble to install 

magnetometers and then allow weapons inside has drawn 

criticism from gun-control advocates, including the Brady 

Washington-based Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence, 

which called the policy "ludicrous." Some tourists also were 

perplexed by the new procedures. 

   "Where's the security come from if you can still get in with a 

gun?" asked Canadian tourist Clyde Ducharme, who went 

through the metal detectors one recent morning. 

   Lobbyist Michelle Wittenburg, who recently received her gun 

permit and has been signing up her colleagues so they can do 

the same, said the security at the Capitol is still strong because 

permit-holders aren't the ones who would pose any threat. 

   "If you do have a CHL (gun permit) then that shows you have 

gone through a background check and you've been vetted, so to 

speak," Wittenburg said. "I don't think those are the people that 

are going to cause your problems in the Capitol."  

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100719/ap_on_re_us/us_texas_ca

pitol_guns 

 

10-07-18  Another East Hills slaying suspect says he was also 

high on drugs  
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   A third man charged in the killing a week ago of an East Hills 

woman during a gun battle with police following a botched 

robbery of drugs and cash told detectives that he, like a co-

defendant, was high on Ecstasy and cocaine during the crime. 

  The suspect, Amir Ferguson, 18, of Wilkinsburg, also said he 

acted as a lookout during the robbery July 11. He was arrested 

Friday in UPMC Presbyterian, where he had been in police 

custody since he was shot in the arm by an Allegheny County 

sheriff's deputy at a Penn Hills house. 

  Deputies had gone to that home at 95 Hilda St. on Tuesday 

after learning that Tyree Gaines, 19, of Wilkinsburg -- another 

suspect in the death July 11 of Arika Hainesworth -- was there 

and they sought to arrest him on an unrelated warrant. People 

inside the home scrambled to escape, including Mr. Gaines, 

whom deputies found hiding under a bed, and Mr. Ferguson, 

who kicked out a screen and climbed onto an overhang. 

   Police said Mr. Ferguson "charged" at a deputy who tried to 

arrest him and was shot when he ignored orders to stop. Also 

arrested Tuesday was Stacey Evans, 20, who leased the 

apartment. He was charged with hindering apprehension and 

receiving a stolen firearm, which deputies found inside. 

  In his statement to police, detailed in an affidavit of probable 

cause, Mr. Gaines also claimed to be high on cocaine and 

Ecstasy during the home invasion and shootout with police that 

followed at Ms. Hainesworth's apartment. 

   The first person charged in the homicide -- Richard 

Woodward III, 19, of East Hills -- was arrested shortly after the 

intense gun battle in which about 40 rounds were fired. He was 

shot in the torso and subsequently underwent surgery. 

   Killed in the firefight was Ms. Hainesworth, 24, a mother of 

two. Police said she was also a woman who apparently allowed a 

drug dealer to use her apartment as a safe house for drugs -- 

$50,000 worth of heroin was found in her purse -- and possibly 

money, although no cash was found there. 

   Detectives aren't sure who fired the 9mm bullet that killed Ms. 

Hainesworth, although county Medical Examiner Karl E. 

Williams said Wednesday it did not come from an officer's gun. 

Ballistics tests are incomplete. 

   The incident began about 3 a.m. with a knock at the door of 

Ms. Hainesworth's apartment, where she was watching a movie 

with three friends. She looked out the peephole to see two men 

with bandanas pulled up over their faces. The men left but came 

back and kicked in the door. Ms. Hainesworth called 911. 

   Three armed men ransacked the premises, terrorized those 

inside and at one point put a gun to the head of Ms. 

Hainesworth's 8-year-old child and said, 'Give us the money or 

we're gonna shoot him,' " police said. 

  Four city officers arrived a short time later with guns drawn. 

The men were heading outside -- Mr. Ferguson told police he 

saw officers approaching and fled --and, when confronted by 

officers, began shooting. Officers fired back. 

   All three men escaped, but police caught up with the wounded 

Mr. Woodward a short time later. 

   Mr. Ferguson said he knew his co-defendants only by their 

nicknames. He said he was promised a portion of the heroin they 

aimed to steal from the apartment. 

   The three men are charged with homicide, attempted 

homicide, robbery, aggravated assault, weapons violations and 

conspiracy. http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/10199/1073579-

53.stm 

 

10-07-18  The Ugly Racial History of Gun Control 

Richmond, Va. --  

    •Editor's note: In his concurring statement in 'McDonald v. 

Chicago' -- the Supreme Court case affirming that the Second 

Amendment ensures an individual right to own firearms -- 

Justice Clarence Thomas discussed the history of gun-control 

laws, whose purpose was to stifle the rights of minorities and to 

prevent African-Americans from defending themselves against 

the likes of the Ku Klux Klan. Excerpts from Thomas' opinion 

appear below. 

    In the contentious years leading up to the Civil War, those 

who sought to retain the institution of slavery found that to do 

so, it was necessary to eliminate more and more of the basic 

liberties of slaves, free blacks, and white abolitionists. 

Congressman Tobias Plants explained that slaveholders "could 

not hold [slaves] safely where dissent was permitted," so they 

decided that "all dissent must be suppressed by the strong hand 

of power." 

    The measures they used were ruthless, repressed virtually 

every right recognized in the Constitution, and demonstrated 

that preventing only discriminatory state firearms restrictions 

would have been a hollow assurance for liberty. Public reaction 

indicates that the American people understood this point. The 

overarching goal of pro-slavery forces was to repress the spread 

of abolitionist thought and the concomitant risk of a slave 

rebellion. 

  

    Indeed, it is difficult to overstate the extent to which fear of a 

slave uprising gripped slaveholders and dictated the acts of 

Southern legislatures. Slaves and free blacks represented a 

substantial percentage of the population and posed a severe 

threat to Southern order if they were not kept in their place. 

According to the 1860 Census, slaves represented one quarter or 

more of the population in 11 of the 15 slave States, nearly half 

the population in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, and Louisiana, 

and more than 50 percent of the population in Mississippi and 

South Carolina. 

. . .  

    The Southern fear of slave rebellion was not unfounded. 

Although there were others, two particularly notable slave 

uprisings heavily influenced slaveholders in the South. In 1822, 

a group of free blacks and slaves led by Denmark Vesey planned 

a rebellion in which they would slay their masters and flee to 

Haiti. The plan was foiled, leading to the swift arrest of 130 

blacks, and the execution of 37, including Vesey. 

     Still, slaveowners took notice -- it was reportedly feared that 

as many as 6,600 to 9,000 slaves and free blacks were involved 

in the plot. A few years later, the fear of rebellion was realized. 

An uprising led by Nat Turner took the lives of at least 57 

whites before it was suppressed. 

    The fear generated by these and other rebellions led Southern 

legislatures to take particularly vicious aim at the rights of free 

blacks and slaves to speak or to keep and bear arms for their 

defense. Teaching slaves to read (even the Bible) was a criminal 

offense punished severely in some States. Virginia made it a 

crime for a member of an "abolition" society to enter the State 
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and argue "that the owners of slaves have no property in the 

same, or advocate or advise the abolition of slavery." 

   Other States prohibited the circulation of literature denying a 

master's right to property in his slaves and passed laws requiring 

postmasters to inspect the mails in search of such material. 

Many legislatures amended their laws prohibiting slaves from 

carrying firearms to apply the prohibition to free blacks as well. 

   Florida made it the "duty" of white citizen "patrol[s] to search 

negro houses or other suspected places, for firearms." If they 

found any firearms, the patrols were to take the offending slave 

or free black "to the nearest justice of the peace," whereupon he 

would be "severely punished" by "whipping on the bare back, 

not exceeding 39 lashes," unless he could give a "plain and 

satisfactory" explanation of how he came to possess the gun. 

. . .  

    Southern blacks were not alone in facing threats to their 

personal liberty and security during the antebellum era. Mob 

violence in many Northern cities presented dangers as well . . . 

    After the Civil War, Southern anxiety about an uprising 

among the newly freed slaves peaked. As Representative 

Thaddeus Stevens is reported to have said, "[W]hen it was first 

proposed to free the slaves, and arm the blacks, did not half the 

nation tremble? The prim conservatives, the snobs, and the male 

waiting-maids in Congress, were in hysterics." 

   As the Court explains, this fear led to "systematic efforts" in 

the "old Confederacy" to disarm the more than 180,000 

freedmen who had served in the Union Army, as well as other 

free blacks. Some States formally prohibited blacks from 

possessing firearms. Others enacted legislation prohibiting 

blacks from carrying firearms without a license, a restriction not 

imposed on whites. Additionally, "[T]hroughout the South, 

armed parties, often consisting of ex-Confederate soldiers 

serving in the state militias, forcibly took firearms from newly 

freed slaves." 

   As the Court makes crystal clear, if the Fourteenth 

Amendment "had outlawed only those laws that discriminate on 

the basis of race or previous condition of servitude, African-

Americans in the South would likely have remained vulnerable 

to attack by many of their worst abusers: the state militia and 

state peace officers." 

   In the years following the Civil War, a law banning firearm 

possession outright "would have been nondiscriminatory only in 

the formal sense," for it would have "left firearms in the hands 

of the militia and local peace officers." 

   Evidence suggests that the public understood this at the time 

the Fourteenth Amendment was ratified. The publicly circulated 

Report of the Joint Committee on Reconstruction extensively 

detailed these abuses, and statements by citizens indicate that 

they looked to the Committee to provide a federal solution to 

this problem. 

. . .  

   One way in which the Federal Government responded was to 

issue military orders countermanding Southern arms legislation 

. . . .The significance of these steps was not lost on those they 

were designed to protect. After one such order was issued, The 

Christian Recorder, published by the African Methodist 

Episcopal Church, published the following editorial: 

    "We have several times alluded to the fact that the 

Constitution of the United States, guaranties to every citizen the 

right to keep and bear arms . . . .All men, without the distinction 

of color, have the right to keep arms to defend their homes, 

families, or themselves. 

    "We are glad to learn that [the] Commissioner for this State . 

. . has given freedmen to understand that they have as good a 

right to keep fire arms as any other citizens. The Constitution of 

the United States is the supreme law of the land, and we will be 

governed by that at present." 

     The same month, The Loyal Georgian carried a letter to the 

editor asking "Have colored persons a right to own and carry fire 

arms? -- A Colored Citizen." The editors responded as follows: 

    "Almost every day, we are asked questions similar to the 

above. We answer certainly you have the same right to own and 

carry fire arms that other citizens have. You are not only free 

but citizens of the United States and, as such, entitled to the 

same privileges granted to other citizens by the Constitution of 

the United States . . . ." 

    These statements are consistent with the arguments of 

abolitionists during the antebellum era that slavery, and the 

slave States' efforts to retain it, violated the constitutional rights 

of individuals -- rights the abolitionists described as among the 

privileges and immunities of citizenship. The problem 

abolitionists sought to remedy was that, under Dred Scott, blacks 

were not entitled to the privileges and immunities of citizens 

under the Federal Constitution and that, in many States, 

whatever inalienable rights state law recognized did not apply to 

blacks . . . . 

      Cruikshank's holding that blacks could look only to state 

governments for protection of their right to keep and bear arms 

enabled private forces, often with the assistance of local 

governments, to subjugate the newly freed slaves and their 

descendants through a wave of private violence designed to 

drive blacks from the voting booth and force them into peonage, 

an effective return to slavery. Without federal enforcement of the 

inalienable right to keep and bear arms, these militias and mobs 

were tragically successful in waging a campaign of terror 

against the very people the Fourteenth Amendment had just 

made citizens. 

    Take, for example, the Hamburg Massacre of 1876.There, a 

white citizen militia sought out and murdered a troop of black 

militiamen for no other reason than that they had dared to 

conduct a celebratory Fourth of July parade through their mostly 

black town. The white militia commander, "Pitchfork" Ben 

Tillman, later described this massacre with pride: "[T]he 

leading white men of Edgefield" had decided "to seize the first 

opportunity that the negroes might offer them to provoke a riot 

and teach the negroes a lesson by having the whites demonstrate 

their superiority by killing as many of them as was justifiable." 

. . .  

    Organized terrorism like that perpetuated by Tillman and his 

cohorts proliferated in the absence of federal enforcement of 

constitutional rights. Militias such as the Ku Klux Klan, the 

Knights of the White Camellia, the White Brotherhood, the Pale 

Faces, and the '76 Association spread terror among blacks and 

white Republicans by breaking up Republican meetings, 

threatening political leaders, and whipping black militiamen. 

These groups raped, murdered, lynched, and robbed as a means 

of intimidating, and instilling pervasive fear in, those whom 

they despised. 
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      Although Congress enacted legislation to suppress these 

activities, Klan tactics remained a constant presence in the lives 

of Southern blacks for decades. Between 1882 and 1968, there 

were at least 3,446 reported lynchings of blacks in the South. 

They were tortured and killed for a wide array of alleged crimes, 

without even the slightest hint of due process. Emmit Till, for 

example, was killed in 1955 for allegedly whistling at a white 

woman. The fates of other targets of mob violence were equally 

depraved. 

      The use of firearms for self-defense was often the only way 

black citizens could protect themselves from mob violence. As 

Eli Cooper, one target of such violence, is said to have 

explained, "[T]he Negro has been run over for fifty years, but it 

must stop now, and pistols and shotguns are the only weapons to 

stop a mob." 

     Sometimes, as in Cooper's case, self defense did not succeed. 

He was dragged from his home by a mob and killed as his wife 

looked on. But at other times, the use of firearms allowed targets 

of mob violence to survive. One man recalled the night during 

his childhood when his father stood armed at a jail until 

morning to ward off lynchers. The experience left him with a 

sense, "not of powerlessness," but of the "possibilities of 

salvation" that came from standing up to intimidation 

    In my view, the record makes plain that the Framers of the 

Privileges or Immunities Clause and the ratifying-era public 

understood --just as the Framers of the Second Amendment did -

- that the right to keep and bear arms was essential to the 

preservation of liberty. The record makes equally plain that they 

deemed this right necessary to include in the minimum baseline 

of federal rights that the Privileges or Immunities Clause 

established in the wake of the War over slavery. 

http://www2.timesdispatch.com/news/2010/jul/18/ed-thom18-ar-

317019/ 

 

10-07-18  Law right on target in war versus poachers TOM 

VENESKY OUTDOORS 

   It’s not too often that there is anything positive to say about 

poaching. 

    Until now 

   Last week Gov. Ed Rendell signed into law House Bill 1859 – 

a bill that increases the fines and penalties for those convicted of 

poaching big game. The new legislation does a number of 

things: it finally makes poachers pay dearly; and it paves the 

way for Pennsylvania to join the Interstate Wildlife Violator 

Compact (prevents poachers who lost their hunting privileges in 

one state from buying a license in another). 

   Before the passage of HB 1859, poachers in Pennsylvania 

received a slap on the wrist.  

   Now it’s a hard whack.  

   Before HB 1859, those caught shooting a deer out of season or 

at night with a spotlight were faced with a summary 2 offense, 

meaning they could be hit with a fine between $300 and $800, a 

summary 5 for using the spotlight, which is a fine of $75 to 

$200, and no jail time. 

   Now, when HB 1859 takes effect in less than 60 days (the 

customary period after a bill is signed into law), that same 

poacher who shoots a single deer will face a summary 1 offense, 

which is a $1,000 to $1,500 fine, the possibility of three to six 

months in jail, a three-year revocation of their hunting license 

plus the summary 5 penalty for using a spotlight.  

   And the hits keep coming.  

   A poacher gets caught killing three to four deer and their 

crime will be a misdemeanor 1, which carries up to a $10,000 

fine, the possibility of 18 months in jail and a 10-year revocation 

on their hunting license.  

   Say the individual is excessively greedy and kills five or more 

deer, the fine is then raised to a maximum of $15,000, up to 

three years in jail and a 15-year hunting license revocation.  

   Needless to say, poaching is going to be a pretty risky, and 

expensive crime.  

    The legislation was drafted by state Rep. Ed Staback, D-

Archbald, almost three years ago. Along the way, Staback 

endured countless challenges and objections from multiple 

groups who, for some reason, were concerned with poachers 

being treated too harshly or, because the bill allows for felony 

convictions in some cases, losing some of their rights, such as 

the right to own a firearm.  

   But Staback, who is an avid hunter, deserves a ton of credit for 

fighting hard and not letting the bill get watered down. Sure, 

there was an amendment in the bill that prevents a poacher 

convicted of a felony from losing certain rights – such as voting 

or seeking certain forms of employment – but the main 

backbone of the felony survived. 

    According to Staback, federal law states that an individual 

charged with a crime that might result in at least one year 

incarceration (i.e. a felony), then they are forbidden from 

owning a gun.  

    Other than hefty fines, the prospect of losing the tool of their 

trade – a firearm –is the best way to hit convicted poachers hard 

and deter those who are thinking about going on their own 

nighttime killing spree.  

   And it gets better.  

    Staback said it’s possible that legislation could be introduced 

in the future that would allow Wildlife Conservation Officers to 

confiscate any weapons used in the act by a convicted poacher.  

    Add in the restitution penalties enacted by the Pennsylvania 

Game Commission Board of Commissioners ($5,000 fine for 

shooting a trophy-size buck or bear) and the likelihood that the 

legislation allowing Pennsylvania to join the 34-state compact 

should pass this September, our state now has one of the 

strongest sets of anti-poaching measures in the country.  

    “This will put a major dent in poaching and serve as a major 

deterrent,” Staback said.  

   And that will be a huge positive in the war against poaching 

in Pennsylvania 

http://www.timesleader.com/sports/Law_right_on__target_in_w

ar__versus_poachers_TOM_VENESKY_OUTDOORS_07-18-

2010.html?searchterm=FIREARM 

 

10-07-18 Motorcyclist hits deer, then kills himself 

   A Westmoreland County man struck a deer while on his 

motorcycle and then fatally shot himself in the head, according 

to state police. 

    William M. Amos, 47, of Export, died Friday around 1 a.m. 

on Route 819 in Salem. 

    Authorities initially thought Mr. Amos, who was not wearing 

a helmet, died from crash-related injuries. 
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    But police discovered a pistol at the scene, and an autopsy 

later confirmed that Mr. Amos died from a self-inflicted gunshot 

wound of the head, according to a state police news release 

today. 

   The troopers investigating the case were not available for 

comment. 

   Investigators were awaiting toxicology results before closing 

the case 

http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/10199/1073671-100.stm 

 

County parks rules and regulations revised by 

commissioners 

   SCRANTON – Lackawanna County Commissioners 

unanimously adopted a revision of the county parks’ rules and 

regulations on Wednesday after a citizen questioned the legality 

of the firearms clause last month. 

      The new park laws, written by the Parks and Recreation 

Department, took effect May 26 and cover McDade Park, Merli-

Sarnoski Park, Aylesworth Park and Covington Park, as well as 

the Lackawanna Coal Mine Tour and the Anthracite      

Heritage Museum. At the next commissioners’ meeting two 

weeks later, on June 9, Olyphant resident Keith MacDonald 

criticized Section 11 of the rules, which states, “No unlicensed 

firearms or weapons are allowed in a park without the written 

permission of the Director.” 

    MacDonald claimed that all firearms are technically 

“unlicensed” in Pennsylvania and that prohibiting people from 

openly carrying a firearm is a violation of the Uniform Firearms 

Act of Pennsylvania. County Solicitor John O’Brien explained 

that the park rules were not meant to supersede state law and 

told him that the county would look into the wording of the law. 

    The revised clause was reviewed and approved by the 

National Rifle Association, said Deputy Director for Parks and 

Recreation Bill Davis, and should please gun rights advocates. 

Davis said that the department had also revised several other 

parts of the document after it was reviewed again. 

    Originally, children under the age of 14 had to be 

accompanied by an adult, but the Parks and Recreation 

Department found this too restrictive and changed it to age 10 

and younger. Skateboarding was also banned from the parks, but 

is now permitted in certain designated areas. 

    “We had initially banned [skateboarding] completely. After 

we reviewed that we thought it was a bit restrictive, so what 

we’ve now done is banned it in certain areas of the park that 

would do damage to those facilities, such as basketball courts, 

tennis courts, playgrounds, and pavilions. It would also be a 

safety risk,” Davis explained. 

    “We’ve had people skateboard on the boundless playground, 

which has caused damage already, and could lead to additional 

damage,” Commissioner Corey O’Brien added. 

   “Not only does it harm the surface, which is very expensive, 

but it harms the equipment as well. We have video of people 

skateboarding on the boundless playground, and we have young 

children trying to play on it. That’s not a recipe for success.” 

    In addition to establishing regular park operating hours, other 

rules include no smoking; no fireworks; no alcohol; no 

rollerskates, snowmobiles, or all-terrain vehicles; no parking on 

the grass or obstruction of other vehicles or roadways; no dogs 

or other pets on any athletic playing field, the playground areas, 

the swimming pools, or any public building; and written 

requests must be made in advance to use loudspeakers or to 

amplify music. Violation of these regulations can result in a $50 

fine for the first offense and $100 for the second or further 

offenses. 

    “This is the first time the park systems have had any adopted 

rules by the commissioners. It’s not that we’re just trying to 

create rules for the sake of it. It’s really for the safety and 

enjoyment of all, and also the protection of county assets,” 

David said. 

    The commissioners also unanimously passed a motion to 

advertise for bids of the Aylesworth Park recreation 

development project, the next park to receive its own 

“boundless” playground, which is given its name because it is 

handicap accessible on all levels. The bids would be for the first 

phase of development, which includes a multi-purpose field, a 

softball field and additional parking. 

http://www.timesleader.com/golackawanna/news/County_parks_

rules_and_regulations_revised_by_commissioners_07-18-

2010.html 

 

10-07-17 WI  Deer hunt leads to arrest of felon 

    BURLINGTON - Successful deer hunting led to a criminal 

charge for a man who was not allowed to have guns because of a 

22-year-old felony conviction. 

  State law prohibits felons from ever possessing a firearm. 

Norman L. Gould Jr., 50, 280 W. Chestnut St., Burlington, has 

a 1988 conviction for felony child abuse, and has been hunting 

regularly since that time. His name came up during a 

Department of Natural Resources effort to weed out felons from 

the ranks of the state's hunters. 

   On March 27, investigators from the Racine County Sheriff's 

Department and DNR came to Gould's house and asked about 

his hunting. Court records state he showed them venison he had 

in his freezer and said he had been deer hunting with a firearm 

since 1982 or 1983. 

    When investigators asked about his conviction, Gould 

reportedly said he had been accused of child abuse, but that he 

believed the case had been dismissed. He said his probation 

officer never confiscated his firearms and never told him he 

couldn't hunt with a firearm and Gould said he has hunted with 

a gun every year since 1982, six years before his conviction. 

    Investigators took three firearms from Gould's home. He 

appeared Wednesday in Racine County Circuit Court on one 

count of possession of a firearm by a felon, which carries the 

potential for five years in prison. Gould is out of custody on a 

$2,000 signature bond. He is due in court Aug. 4 for an initial 

hearing on the charges. 

    Karl Brooks, deputy chief conservation warden for the DNR, 

said finding felons who are hunting with guns is part of an 

overall emphasis on safety in the woods after several tragic 

homicides. One of those killings, the shooting death of Cha 

Vang near Peshtigo, was committed by a felon who was out 

hunting; James Nichols is serving a 69-year sentence for that 

homicide. 

   Brooks said the DNR can't easily determine when a felon may 

be out hunting. It is not illegal for a felon to have a hunting 

license, and there are legal ways for many felons to hunt - like 

using a bow and arrow. Also, Brooks said, the DNR's system 
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doesn't communicate with the system law enforcement agencies 

use to check people's driving and criminal records. 

    Randy Dunkel, a DNR conservation warden in Racine and 

Kenosha counties, said while felons can purchase a deer tag, 

they can't register any deer under it: State law says for a group 

deer hunt to be legal, the person who tags the deer must be a 

licensed hunter and hunting with a firearm. 

    "What happens is these people (felons) buy these licenses and 

think that they can just let somebody else use them or that they 

can get away with it by saying ‘Someone else used my tag,' " 

Dunkel said. "Either way would be a violation in some way." 

   Dunkel said the number of felons that have registered a deer is 

"pretty significant." 

  As part of the investigation, Dunkel said, DNR staff looked at 

felons who matched the deer registration list over a period of 

several years. 

   He said the DNR is planning to continue the investigations, 

following a large push during the winter months. Part of a 

felony conviction is losing the right to possess a firearm, and 

Dunkel sees that as a deterrent as well as a punishment. But it 

doesn't work in either way if no one checks to see if people are 

following the law. 

   "When these rules are put in place I think it is very important 

for us to follow through and make sure they are enforced," 

Dunkel said. "It doesn't pay to have a rule that's not enforced." 

   Brooks said there is a push in the state Legislature to make it a 

crime for someone who couldn't legally hunt to buy a license to 

do so. 

   "People don't just do that (buy a license and not hunt with it)," 

he said. "In the case of this proposed legislation ... once they 

bought it, it wouldn't matter if they're going to use it or not. 

They would be in trouble. That's not passed yet. I don't know 

how or when that will come about, or even if it will." 

http://www.journaltimes.com/news/local/crime-and-

courts/article_0af627d0-9225-11df-a6da-001cc4c002e0.html 

 

10-07-17 Local man charged with leaving gun in restroom 

    PLAINS TWP. – A Hazleton man was charged with leaving a 

loaded firearm in a men’s room at Mohegan Sun at Pocono 

Downs casino.  

    State police gaming enforcement unit charged Anthony 

Mope, 80, of Thirwell Street, with recklessly endangering 

another person. The charge was filed with District Judge Diana 

Malast in Plains Township on Thursday and mailed to Mope.  

   Mope could not be reached for comment on Friday.  

   According to the criminal complaint:  

    A casino employee cleaning restrooms found the firearm on 

the back of a toilet at about 3:40 p.m. on July 3.  

      State police said the firearm, a .45-caliber, had a full 

magazine with a round in its chamber.  

The firearm was traced by its serial number to Mope. It wasn’t 

reported stolen.  

    A trooper obtained a picture of Mope, who was located near 

the casino’s food court at about 5 p.m.  

     Mope said he used the men’s room and removed the firearm 

from its holster. He placed the firearm on the back of a toilet, 

and forgot it when he left the restroom, the criminal complaint 

says.  

State police said a review of players club information revealed 

Mope playing slot machines in the area of the restroom. He was 

recorded by surveillance cameras entering the men’s room at 

2:31 p.m. and exiting three minutes later.  

    Surveillance cameras recorded 28 people entering the men’s 

room from 2:34 p.m. to 3:40 p.m. when a casino employee 

found it, the criminal complaint says.  

    State police said in the criminal complaint that the firearm 

was available to anyone who found it, including a person not 

permitted to possess a firearm.  

     Mope told state police he was unaware that firearms are 

prohibited in casinos.  

A preliminary hearing is scheduled on Aug. 17 before Malast. 

http://www.timesleader.com/news/Local_man_charged_with_le

aving_gun_in_restroom_07-16-

2010.html?searchterm=FIREARM 

 

10-07-16 Gun Sales Expected to Shoot Up 

  Supreme Court Ruling Seen as Windfall for Firearms 

Manufacturers, Dealers 

     After a Supreme Court decision affirming the right to bear 

arms was handed down in June, the owners of Midwest Sporting 

Goods, just outside of Chicago, started noticed something any 

retailer would find encouraging � an increasing number of 

customers.  

   With Chicago's 28-year ban on handgun ownership rendered 

unconstitutional, more people were coming into Midwest, in 

Lyons, Illinois, to exercise their Second Amendment rights, 

according to Noel, the store's owner. He asked that his last name 

not be published.  

   Lock and Load 

    "It's not like sales suddenly went through the roof," he said. 

"There are still restrictions and waiting periods. But we are 

anticipating a major increase in sales going forward. It's not 

going to happen overnight, but it's going to happen."  

   Others in the industry agree that sales of firearms, particularly 

pistols and revolvers, could explode.  

    "Over the long term, as restrictions fall by the wayside, you 

will see gun sales increase," said Lawrence Keane, general 

counsel for the Newton, Connecticut-based National Shooting 

Sports Foundation, a lobbying group representing the nation's 

55,000 licensed firearms dealers.  

   The legal reverberations of the Supreme Court Case, 

McDonald v. City of Chicago, likely will be felt across the 

country for years to come, so gun sellers shouldn't be overly 

fired up just yet.  

    Violence-plagued Chicago's ban on handguns and automatic 

weapons was unique in its strictness -- only the District of 

Columbia had ever attempted to legislate an outright ban on 

handguns, and that was overturned by the Supreme Court in 

June 2008. But many states, such as New York, have extremely 

strict permit laws pertaining to purchasing and carrying 

firearms.  

    Two states, Illinois and Wisconsin, prohibit citizens outright 

from carrying concealed handguns. Eight states, including 

California and New York, have restrictive carry-permit laws, 

even for buyers who pass criminal background checks.  

   Loosened Firearms Restrictions: 'Just the Beginning' 
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    Buttressed by the recent legal victory, the National Rifle 

Association and other gun-rights advocates have vowed to fight 

firearms restrictions.  

  "This is not the end of the discussion, it's just the beginning," 

the NSSF's Keane said.  

   Analysts who follow gun manufacturing in the U.S., an 

industry in large part driven by sales to law enforcement 

agencies, view Smith & Wesson, makers of the popular 

semiautomatic M&P pistol, as among the chief beneficiaries of 

the Supreme Court ruling.  

    "Clearly, [the Supreme Court decision] is going to lead to a 

wave of suits challenging restrictive state and local gun 

purchase laws, with the net result being very positive for gun 

manufacturers, particularly Smith & Wesson," said Rommel 

Dionisio, a consumer products analyst for Wedbush Securities in 

Los Angeles.  

   Shares of Smith & Wesson Holding Company, based in 

Springfield, Massachusetts, popped after the ruling came down, 

jumping from around $4.10 to $4.30. But the stock has since 

fallen under $4 following revelations that the company is being 

investigated by the Department of Justice for possible violation 

of the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act, which prohibits bribing 

foreign officials.  

    Higher Revenues Forecast 

     Still, Smith & Wesson has forecast higher revenues for its 

fiscal year 2011, which is about to begin. It is unclear whether 

the recent high court ruling was factored into that projection. 

Repeated calls to the company went unreturned.  

    Other companies expected to benefit from any increase in 

pistol and revolver sales are Hartford, Conn.-based Colt's 

Manufacturing Company, which does not trade publicly, as well 

as the Austrian gun maker Glock and Italy's Beretta, both of 

which have large U.S. subsidiaries.  

    In general, gun sales, as reflected by data from the FBI's 

National Instant Criminal Background Check system, have risen 

in the past decade. The NICS system, which was created in 

2000, reported 8.5 million checks that year. In 2009, there were 

14 million checks, up from 12.7 million in 2008. In the first six 

months of this year, there have been around 7 million checks.  

     Data from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 

Explosives shows that more handguns are being made in the 

U.S. in recent years. Around 1.9 million pistols were made in 

2009, up from 1.6 million in 2008 and 1.2 million in 2007, 

according to the ATF.  

     The election of President Obama, viewed by gun enthusiasts 

as being staunchly anti-Second Amendment, had been expected 

to bring a spike in gun sales as buyers rushed to buy firearms 

before there were new limits.  

    Kristen Rand, legislative director at the Washington, D.C.-

based Violence Policy Center, said there is NICS data that 

supports a mild post-Obama-election gun sale uptick in late 

2008 and early 2009. But she countered that the recession has 

jammed retail firearm sales since then.  

    "If gun makers and sellers see their business as being poised 

to take off, then I'd say it's a case of wishful thinking," Rand 

said.  

    In a recent Washington Times Op-Ed,Washington, D.C.'s 

metropolitan police chief, Cathy Lanier, pointed out that in the 

two years after a ban there was lifted (as a result of the Supreme 

Court decision in District of Columbia v. Heller), only 900 

handguns and semiautomatic rifles or shotguns that could not 

have been registered before the decision ended up being 

registered after it came down.  

    Underscoring her opposition to any further easing of gun 

restrictions, Rand said that since May 2007 concealed handgun 

permit holders have killed 175 people.  

    "The NRA positions itself as being about Constitutional 

rights," Rand said. "In reality, it is a shill for the gun industry, 

nothing more."  

     One store that has seen an increase in handgun sales in 

recent weeks has been Backwoods Outdoors in Leesburg, 

Georgia, three hours south of Atlanta. Handgun sales shot up 

dramatically in the past few weeks, although, according to store 

manager Christy Vallandingham, it had little to do with the 

Supreme Court ruling.  

     "There was a local business owner who got shot during a 

robbery last week," she said. "Around the same time there was a 

hostage incident at a nearby Family Dollar store. Afterwards I'd 

say we had about a dozen small business owners come into the 

store to buy guns."  

http://abcnews.go.com/Business/gun-sales-explode-wake-

supreme-court-ruling/story?id=11174653 

 

10-07-16  Feds: Alleged rogue Philly cops were plotting 2d 

robbery 

   As three Philadelphia Police officers are set to appear in court 

on charges of stealing heroin from a dealer, federal prosecutors 

today revealed the trio were planning a second robbery before 

they were arrested. 

   Officers Mark Williams, Robert Snyder, and James Venziale 

hoped to take cash from a man they believed was involved with 

illegal gambling. As with the earlier robbery, in which the 

officers unknowingly colluded with an undercover DEA agent to 

arrest a drug dealer and rob him, the officers apparently believed 

that their potential victim would not report the stolen money. 

    According to court documents filed today by the U.S. 

Attorney's Office, there was another similarity to the earlier 

heist: the officers' alleged target was an undercover agent posing 

as a member of the Mafia. 

   Williams, Snyder and Venziale were arrested this week on 

conspiracy charges for allegedly planning to steal heroin and 

profit from the sale of it. All three were fired and are being held 

in federal detention. They are scheduled to be arraigned this 

afternoon and prosecutors are asking that they remain jailed. 

   The documents shed light on the role of Christal Snyder, 

Robert Snyder's wife, who has also been charged with 

conspiracy for allegedly helping to plan the drug robbery by 

passing messages between drug dealer Angel Ortiz and the 

officers. Christal Snyder's sister has children with Ortiz, 

according to the documents. 

   Venziale has already confessed to helping plan the drug 

robbery, according to the motions filed. Williams has also 

admitted his involvement in planning to steal the cash from the 

man he believed was a mobster. 

   According to the motions filed, when Ortiz began planning 

the robbery he told another drug dealer that they would have 

help from police. 



 

 
Page 73

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/breaking/20100716_Feds__

Alleged_rogue_cops_were_plotting_a_second_robbery.html 

 

10-07-16 ‘Absolutely scary’ arsenal found at cop shooting 

   Police recovered a "scary" arsenal of semiautomatic weapons 

at the scene where a police officer was shot in the leg in 

Kensington Thursday night, authorities said Friday. 

  Officer Kevin Livewell, 30, was recovering at Temple 

University Hospital and is expected to undergo surgery over the 

weekend. 

   Police had one man in custody Friday and were seeking two 

others in the wounding of Livewell. The Fraternal Order of 

Police offered a $5,000 reward for each wanted man. 

   The gunfire erupted after Livewell and his partner stopped a 

white van in the 3000 block of North Water Street, police said. 

Men with assault-type weapons immediately fired four times at 

the two officers, striking Livewell once in the leg, police said. 

    The man in custody, believed to have been the van's driver, 

was tackled by Livewell's partner. Detectives had not charged 

the man Friday night and declined to identify him. 

   "We're not putting anything out," said a police spokeswoman, 

adding that investigators will not release the van driver's name 

until the other two men are in custody. Homicide detectives are 

running the investigation. 

   Deputy Police Commissioner Richard Ross described the 

collection of weapons recovered at the scene of the shooting as 

"absolutely scary." 

   The fleeing men dropped two assault rifles - an AK-47 and an 

SKS carbine - as well as a Glock pistol. Inside the van were two 

Bushmaster AR-15 assault-type rifles, a TEC-9 semiautomatic 

pistol, a Taurus PT24 pistol, and another Glock. 

    Except for the Glocks, the weapons can all fire bullets 

"capable of slicing through a vehicle" or piercing armor, Ross 

said. 

   "We don't know what they intended to do, but it was no good," 

Police Commissioner Charles H. Ramsey said. " . . . To have 

this kind of armament is an indication they intended to harm 

someone." 

    Ramsey pointed out that an SKS carbine was used to kill 

police Sgt. Stephen Liczbinski in May 2008. Two men are 

currently on trial for his murder. 

    All of the guns are legal to purchase in Pennsylvania, said Lt. 

Vincent Testa, head of the firearms investigation unit. 

   The officers were acting on "information" in pulling the van 

over, Ramsey said. 

   Ramsey declined to confirm a report that the stop was related 

to an earlier incident. 

   "We don't know if there's any connection to any other shooting 

that might have taken place," he said. 

   Livewell, a nine-year veteran of the department, is married 

and has a 15-year-old daughter and an 8-month-old son. 

   Ramsey, who visited Livewell at the hospital, said he was "in 

good spirits and doing well." 

   Anyone with information is asked to call 215-686-3334 or -

3335, or the Police Department's anonymous tip line: 215-686-

8477. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/breaking/20100716_Absolut

ely_scary_arsenal_found_at_cop_shooting.html 

 

10-07-16 Strict Chicago handgun law gets people in Quincy 

area talking about gun rights  

   Steve March, a gun buyer at Game Masters sporting goods 

store in Quincy, believes there is one good thing about a 

restrictive gun control ordinance that took effect in Chicago last 

Monday.  

    "It's got people talking about it again. It does kind of bring to 

light the absurdity of what they're trying to do up there," March 

said.  

     On July 2, Chicago aldermen voted 45-0 for an ordinance 

that restricts the use, sale and transporting of handguns within 

the city. They instituted the restrictions only four days after the  

  U.S. Supreme Court ruled that Chicago's previous rules 

prohibiting handgun ownership were unconstitutional.  

     Under the new rules, handgun sales will be banned in 

Chicago. Permits, costing $100, will have to be obtained by 

residents seeking to own a pistol and all handguns will have to 

be registered with the city. Gun training and firing range 

experience will be required before city-issued permits are 

obtained. The cost of those classes and firing range time will be 

borne by the handgun buyers.  

       Chicago officials also said firearms must be broken down 

when they are transported -- unloaded, in a firearms case and 

not immediately accessible. The ordinance stipulates that people 

cannot possess handguns on porches, in garages or virtually any 

place outside of their residence.  

      Residents in the Quincy area said the Chicago ordinance is 

likely to be overturned in the courts. They also say it will not 

succeed in stopping gun violence in Chicago any better than the 

decades-old ban on handgun ownership did.  

      Dick Metcalf, president of the Pike Adams Sportsman's 

Alliance, said Chicago Mayor Richard Daley never knows when 

to quit -- even when the Supreme Court ruling goes against the 

old gun control rules. Metcalf, a long-time contributing editor to 

Shooting Times magazine, said the new    Chicago ordinance 

apparently was prepared in anticipation of the Supreme Court 

ruling.  

     "Its intent is to make it functionally impossible for citizens of 

Chicago to own firearms," Metcalf said.  

       He expects the new ordinance to be challenged in court, and 

Metcalf said that's why he's grateful for the U.S. judicial system.  

      Quincy Mayor John Spring also expects that Chicago's gun 

control ordinance will be challenged and probably overturned by 

the courts.  

       "The Second Amendment is pretty clear that people have a 

right to keep and bear arms," Spring said.  

       Spring is a member of the National Rifle Association as 

well as Mayors Against Illegal Guns. He has taken heat from 

Quincyans who see the MAIG as an anti-gun organization, but 

Spring counters that the name itself makes it clear the group is 

seeking solutions for the problem of illegal guns.  

     "What that group has tried to say is that there are loopholes 

that the law has created that allow for criminals to get access to 

guns ... like people getting guns without background checks at 

gun shows," Spring said.  

     Spring recently went trap shooting to prepare for waterfowl 

season. He said that kind of recreational use of guns and hunting 

culture is foreign to many people in Chicago and other large 

urban areas.  
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      The violence in those cities also has led many people to 

believe that restricting gun rights will somehow keep illegal 

guns out of the hands of criminals.  

     Tom Mannard, executive director of the Illinois Council 

Against Handgun Violence, said the argument that criminals 

will not follow the gun laws misses the point.  

     "Criminals don't obey the drug laws, but that doesn't mean 

that we don't enforce drug laws," Mannard said.  

       He believes the training provisions of the new Chicago 

ordinance will help gun owners be safer.  

     He also sees the registration provision as something that 

gives law enforcement better tools for prosecuting those who use 

guns illegally and for seizing guns used in crimes.  

      "Something that gets lost in all of this is that it's not a ban 

on all guns. It's specific to handguns ... and most gun-related 

crime is with handguns," Mannard said.  

      Mannard said many people in Chicago have rifles or 

shotguns that they use for hunting and for protection within 

their homes. Those long guns are not restricted by the new 

ordinance.  

Don Taylor, a co-owner of Game Masters in Quincy, said the 

Chicago gun debate is not just a gun rights issue.  

     "It's about any rights that are in there (the U.S. 

Constitution)," Taylor said.  

With the Supreme Court saying Americans have certain rights, 

Taylor believes a local government that makes it difficult to 

exercise those rights is wrong. 

http://www.whig.com/story/news/Gun-ordinance-071710 

 

10-07-15 Ferguson Township man hopes gun ruling will help 

case 

    BELLEFONTE — A Ferguson Township man accused of 

trying to bring a loaded gun to a district judge's office nearly two 

years ago is hoping the recent U.S. Supreme Court ruling that 

Chicago's gun ban is illegal will help him win his case in Centre 

County.  

      “The U.S. Supreme Court just said the Second Amendment 

applies to the states now,” said Hobson L. McKown’s attorney, 

Jason Dunkle, who is asking a county judge to throw out 

McKown’s charges of carrying a gun without a license, and 

having a gun in a court facility.  

    “They can’t tell you that you need a license,” Dunkle said. 

“The right to bear arms is a right, not a privilege. So, they’re 

regulating a right, and that’s why the law is unconstitutional. 

It’s infringing on a right.”  

    Dunkle compares it to driving. “They tell you driving is a 

privilege, that you need a license,” he said.  

    But in the 45-page decision, U.S. Supreme Court Justice 

Samuel Alito wrote that the right to bear arms can still be 

regulated.  

    “It is important to keep in mind ...,” he wrote, “... that the 

right to keep and bear arms is not a right to keep and carry any 

weapon whatsoever in any manner whatsoever and for whatever 

purpose.”  

   It’s that statement that District Attorney Stacy Parks Miller 

says backs up her office’s prosecution of McKown.  

     “The case makes it clear that reasonable regulations remain 

constitutional,” she said. “And unless or until a court rules that 

PA’s regulations are unreasonable, we will continue to enforce 

Pennsylvania law as written.”  

   Alito, who also mentioned a 2008 ruling that overturned the 

Washington, D.C., gun ban, took note of the types of law that 

McKown is accused of breaking.  

    “We made it clear in (the D.C. case) that our holding did not 

cast doubt on such longstanding regulatory measures as 

prohibitions on the possession of firearms by felons and the 

mentally ill, laws forbidding the carrying of firearms in sensitive 

places such as schools and government buildings or laws 

imposing conditions and qualifications on the commercial sale 

of arms.”  

      McKown, 24, was arrested in September 2008 after staff at 

District Judge Jonathan Grine’s office saw him run in and out of 

the lobby, take pictures of the front door and of posted signs, and 

took several calls from him. Alerted by his behavior, police were 

called and searched McKown when he showed up for a 

summary court hearing. They found him carrying a loaded .308 

caliber handgun with seven rounds, one in the chamber, court 

papers say.  

    McKown first challenged the charges, saying he had a valid 

license to carry a gun in the state of New Hampshire. That 

wasn’t accepted in Pennsylvania, because his license had already 

been revoked in Centre County.  

    Hobson is scheduled to be in court in September. Dunkle 

successfully petitioned for an out-of-county judge to come in and 

hear the case, since Grine, the son of President Judge David E. 

Grine, will be a key witness.  

http://www.centredaily.com/2010/07/15/2094791/man-hopes-

gun-ruling-will-help.html 

 

10-07-15 Lackawanna County changes park rules 

    Less than two months since adopting new rules for the 

Lackawanna County park system, the county commissioners 

have changed them. 

   The tweaking will remove a section prohibiting "unlicensed 

guns." Gun rights activists and legal experts called the 

prohibition illegal and unconstitutional. 

   The new rules also repeal a blanket ban on skateboarding and 

rollerskating, though those activities remain prohibited in 

certain areas of county parks. A section that prohibited children 

under 14 years of age from visiting the park without adult 

supervision has been revised to children under 10. 

    The nine pages of rules were a first attempt by county officials 

to put into effect park regulations that have never had written 

policies, said Bill Davis, deputy director of the county 

Department of Parks and Recreation. The rules apply to 

McDade, Merli-Sarnoski, Aylesworth and Covington parks, as 

well as the Lackawanna Coal Mine Tour and Anthracite 

Heritage Museum. 

    The revisions were made after mulling over public comment, 

Mr. Davis said. For instance, he said it is understandable     that 

parents would want to watch one child in a softball game while 

their 11-year-old child played on a park playground. 

   "The parks are safe, but at that age (under 10) we still believe 

they should be accompanied by an adult," Mr. Davis said. 

  Other rules remain unchanged, including a ban on smoking, 

alcohol and parking on grass. 
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    The county will still prohibit the discharging of guns, and 

other weapons like slingshots and bows, as well as hunting. 

    County solicitor John O'Brien said the county sought the 

advice of the National Rifle Association before completing the 

rule changes. 

    Mr. Davis said the ban on skateboarding and rollerskating 

will remain in effect on playgrounds, tennis and basketball 

courts, sidewalks, pavilions and other posted areas. 

     Skateboarders have already damaged the new playground at 

McDade Park, said majority Commissioner Corey O'Brien. A 

county official took video of children skateboarding down the 

railing of stairs on the playground. 

   The new rules take effect immediately, Mr. Davis said. He had 

no timetable for when they would be posted around the parks. 

http://thetimes-tribune.com/lackawanna-county-changes-park-

rules-1.890692 

 

10-07-15 Second man is arrested in East Hills mom's slaying  

    The second of three men accused in the killing of an East 

Hills mother told detectives he snorted cocaine and took Ecstasy 

before he grabbed a revolver and went to the woman's apartment 

to rummage for money and drugs. 

    Tyree Gaines' statements to police offer a look into the 

Sunday morning home invasion that erupted into a gun battle 

with officers, leaving him wounded and 24-year-old Arika 

Hainesworth dead. 

   Mr. Gaines, 19, of Wilkinsburg, was charged with homicide 

and other crimes on Wednesday. He told detectives he broke into 

the apartment on East Hills Drive and combed the living room, 

kitchen and second floor for drugs and cash. While in an 

upstairs bedroom, he heard gunshots, police said. He wasn't sure 

where they came from. 

   "Dizzy from all of the drugs he had done," Mr. Gaines "started 

freaking out and shaking," and "ran down the steps and out the 

front door as fast as he could," detectives wrote in a criminal 

complaint. 

   He heard gunshots as he fled. He saw police officers in front of 

him. 

  "He knows that he had his gun, but he doesn't remember ever 

shooting it," the complaint says. 

   Mr. Gaines is charged with five counts of attempted homicide 

and aggravated assault for swapping gunfire with the officers, as 

well as burglary, robbery, conspiracy and reckless 

endangerment. 

  Facing the same charges is Richard Woodward III, 19, of the 

East Hills, whom police shot and arrested Sunday morning. A 

third suspect whom police had yet to identify remained at large 

Wednesday night, Cmdr. Thomas Stangrecki said. 

  Mr. Gaines' Tuesday evening capture added another twist to 

the investigation. Allegheny County sheriff's deputies, who had 

information that he was a suspect in the case, went to 95 Hilda 

St. in Penn Hills, where they learned he was hiding, looking to 

arrest him on an unrelated warrant. People inside the apartment 

scrambled to escape when they arrived, including Mr. Gaines, 

whom deputies found hiding under a bed, and Amir Ferguson, 

18, who kicked out a screen and climbed onto an overhang. 

  Mr. Ferguson then "charged" at a deputy who tried to arrest 

him and was shot in the arm when he ignored orders to stop, 

according to Sheriff William Mullen. 

   "The deputy told him, 'Show me your hands, show me your 

hands, don't move,' " Sheriff Mullen said. 

  His injuries aren't life-threatening, and charges were pending 

against him. The deputy, a 20-year veteran whom the sheriff 

would not identify, was put on administrative leave per police 

protocol. Also arrested was the man leasing the apartment, 

Stacey Evans, 20, who was charged with hindering 

apprehension and receiving a stolen firearm, which deputies 

found inside. 

  Homicide detectives questioned Mr. Gaines at police 

headquarters Tuesday night and noticed he had open wounds on 

his right arm. He told them he remembered feeling pain and 

seeing blood but he kept running from police and the chaotic 

scene and into the woods. There, he took off his shirt and 

wrapped it around his bleeding arm. The complaint says he ran 

to a construction site, where he asked a man to use his cell 

phone. A foreman at the site later picked Mr. Gaines out of a 

photo line-up. 

   Mr. Gaines fled the scene in a jitney, he told police, which 

took him to a house in Wilkinsburg, where a friend helped him 

clean his wounds. 

   He told police he knew Ms. Hainesworth's apartment to be a 

"drug house," but it was unclear how he knew she was storing 

drugs and money there. In the wake of the shooting, Pittsburgh 

police Chief Nate Harper said she jeopardized her 8-year-old 

son's life by allowing her home to be used as a "safe house" for a 

drug dealer's profits, and said officers found $50,000 worth of 

heroin there. 

   He said the gunmen terrorized those inside the apartment and 

threatened to kill the boy to get her to turn over the money. 

   "What really concerns me is three guys go to rob a house and 

they're going to put a gun on an 8-year-old child and then when 

the police arrive, at some point the police have greater numbers. 

Rather than retreat they're going to engage the police in a gun 

fight?" said District Attorney Stephen A. Zappala Jr. "We're 

moving in the wrong direction here and we need to do 

something about it." 

   Detectives aren't sure whose bullet killed Ms. Hainesworth but 

county Medical Examiner Karl E. Williams said Wednesday she 

was not killed by police. The 9 mm round found in Ms. 

Hainesworth's torso did not come from an officer's gun, he said, 

adding that ballistics tests are incomplete. 

   Mr. Gaines is already awaiting trial later this month on an 

array of charges stemming from several arrests last year, court 

records show. He was charged with drug offenses and 

conspiracy in April 2009, with resisting arrest and firearms 

violations in August, and with aggravated assault, robbery, 

conspiracy and reckless endangerment in October, court records 

indicate. http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/10196/1072877-

56.stm 

 

10-07-15 Oley set to repeal ban on bringing firearms into 

municipal building 

    Less than a month after passing an ordinance that made it 

illegal to carry firearms into the municipal building, the Oley 

Township supervisors plan to repeal the measure tonight. 

   The supervisors have moved quickly to withdraw the 

ordinance after gun advocates pointed to a state law that they 
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contend prohibits counties and municipalities from regulating 

the lawful ownership and possession of firearms. 

   Supervisors Chairman David R. Kessler, who also is a 

Democratic state representative, had little to say Wednesday 

about the change of heart. 

  But fellow Supervisor Jeffrey A. Spatz acknowledged the board 

had made a misstep that quickly aroused opposition. 

   "Our intent was never to unlawfully restrict the carrying of 

firearms, concealed or otherwise," he said Wednesday. "We 

really never expected to raise the ire (of gun advocates). We 

suddenly ended up on the wrong side of the NRA (National Rifle 

Association)." 

   Like Kessler, Spatz characterized himself as a strong 

proponent of the Second Amendment right to bear arms. 

   The ordinance, Spatz said, was intended to protect township 

police officers following an incident at the police department, 

which is in the municipal building. 

   Police Chief David A. White told the supervisors that a man 

carrying several weapons came into the station to address a 

protection-from-abuse complaint filed against him. 

   "The whole issue was triggered by this incident," Spatz said. 

"We wanted to do the right thing, as so many laws start out with 

that goal." 

   The problem, he said, is the ordinance turned out to be overly 

broad. 

   "It seemed prudent at the time to post at the building that the 

carrying of the firearms is prohibited," Spatz said. "Yes, the 

wording is 'township building,' but the intent was the police 

department." 

   He added, "Some people's take is we have egg on our face. I 

don't feel embarrassed. I think it was a well-intentioned effort. 

Once we realized our error, I think we acted quickly to correct 

it." 

http://readingeagle.com/article.aspx?id=234650 

 

10-07-14  Ex-Duluth officer gets 60 years for shooting man 

during drunken rampage 

   A  former Duluth police officer received a 60-year sentence 

Tuesday for shooting another officer and attacking a woman 

while drunk, according to WSB-TV.  

     Jay Dailey, 44, was convicted in June on three counts of 

aggravated assault, three counts of possession of a firearm 

during commission of a felony, and one count of battery and 

terroristic threats. 

   Dailey's attorney, Jeff Sliz told WSB-TV he plans to appeal. 

According to testimony, Dailey was drunk when the Feb. 1 

incident occurred, resulting in him firing shots at Paul Phillips, 

an off-duty Fulton County police officer. 

   The incident began when Dailey chased down a female 

motorist, faked an injury and proceeded to pepper spray the 

woman when she attempted to call 911. 

    Authorities also claim Dailey told her she was ruining his life 

and threatened to kill her. 

http://www.ajc.com/news/gwinnett/ex-duluth-officer-gets-

570338.html 

 

10-07-14  Range target of debate 

  RANSOM TWP. - It was standing room only among the 57 

people signed in at the Board Room of the Ransom Township 

Board of Supervisors meeting Tuesday, July 6, where submitted 

plans for a proposed shooting range at 1800 Ransom Road were 

discussed.  

   The preliminary land application for a shooting range to be 

developed in Ransom Township was submitted Monday, June 

21, at a Ransom Township Planning Commission meeting, 

according to    Andrew Massimilian, the director of operations 

for the Ransom Recreational Shooting Sports, LLC. 

     His role includes “all the various aspects” of a range. “I’m 

involved with policy, hiring,” said Massimilian, who described 

his title at the range as “the chief instructor.”  

Massimilian said guns have played a role in his life. “I have had 

a good deal of personal background,” he said. Massimilian’s 

relatives were custom gun makers in Germany, according to 

him. “When I was an Eagle Scout, I expanded the shooting 

range at my school.” And at the age of 16, as a Boy Scout, he 

said he helped on a local range by enforcing rules. 

     “That’s how long I have been involved,” he said in regard to 

his firearm knowledge. In addition, he earned 12 nationally 

recognized certifications and remains dedicated to learning 

more about guns and how to practice safety. “We take 

continuous training.”  

   As of June 21, proposed plans for the range, which is listed 

under the developer’s name of Ransom Recreational Shooting 

Sports, LLC, have 90 days to be reviewed. The Lackawanna 

County Regional Planning Commission and John Seamans, 

Ransom Township engineer, will review the plans. The 

Township Planning Commission has 90 days to accept or reject. 

    Attorney Howard Terreri sat in at the July 6 meeting for 

Township Solicitor Bill Jones, who could not be present. 

“There’s a clock running here,” Terreri said about the 90-day 

approval period.  

Hank Rowinski, Ransom Township resident addressed noise, 

boundary setbacks and the board of supervisors’ stance.  

    “I really thought going into this we were all on the same 

team,” Rowinski said.  

   “I do believe Dennis (Macheska) should abstain from a vote,” 

he added. Rowinski said of board member Macheska’s “contact 

with Mr. Massimilian.”  

    Macheska said, “It’s my job.” Resident Kathy Rowinski said 

to the board, “We trusted you guys.” She later said, “…Dammit, 

you knew a year ago this shooting range was coming.” 

Massimilian described “the big picture,” as he sees it. “This 

property is being put to a legitimate use” and “it’s zoned, open 

space.”  

    Within the Ransom Township zoning ordinance, it is stated 

that shooting ranges are allowed within S-1 and A-1 zones of 

the property on which the range plans are based.  

Chris Clark, Ransom Township resident, asked the Board of 

Supervisors why there was not an adjournment made at the 

Planning Commission meeting to obtain more time to alert 

township residents of proposed range plans.  

   “He had every thing required,” said Kathy Zielinski, one of 

seven members of the Planning Commission. 

   “He wasn’t on the agenda,” said Kathy Rowinski. “You’re not 

going to tell me from June 16 to June 21 that nobody knew.”  

   “Well, I’m going to tell you that,” Zielinski said.  
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   Attorney Terreri said to the members in attendance with 

concerns about the proposed range,    “You’ve got to get to the 

planning commission and make your case.”  

      Ransom Township Planning Commission will meet 

Monday, July 19. 

http://www.timesleader.com/AbingtonJournal/news/Range_targe

t_of_debate_07-13-2010.html 

 

10-07-14  Congresswoman Carolyn McCarthy Introduces 

Legislation Requiring Lost and Stolen Gun Reporting 

   WASHINGTON, D.C. – Today, Congresswoman Carolyn 

McCarthy (D-NY), introduced The Firearm Owners 

Responsibility Act, which will require reporting of lost and 

stolen guns to the police. 

   The legislation will require that gun owners report a lost or 

stolen gun to law enforcement within 3 days (72 hours) from 

discovery of the firearm's loss or theft. Failure to do so comes 

with a penalty of a fine, or up to one year in prison, or both. 

    “I am introducing this legislation to help create safer 

communities and to assist our law enforcement with identifying 

illegal firearms quickly so they can get them off of the streets. 

This legislation is a win-win, because it protects the public and 

has no impact on responsible gun owners,” said Congresswoman 

McCarthy. “This type of legislation is past due; too many people 

have died needlessly, and too many guns have gone unchecked.” 

   Statistics confirm that most crimes committed with guns, are 

committed using illegal guns – obtained through trafficking, 

straw purchases, or theft. When police discover a gun at a crime 

scene, it is usually possible to trace it back to an original 

purchaser. Straw purchasers often rely on the “I lost it and 

forgot to report it,” loophole to get off the hook. Lost or stolen 

gun reporting would help seal that hole – with zero impact on 

responsible, law-abiding owners. 

   Paul Helmke, President of the Brady Campaign to Prevent 

Gun Violence calls this legislation a smart approach to tackling 

the issue of illegal guns, while not violating the rights of 

responsible gun owners. 

   "A responsible gun owner would never lose a gun, or have one 

stolen, without reporting it to the authorities," said Paul Helmke, 

President of the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence. "The 

only individuals that are genuinely inconvenienced by a sensible 

proposal like this are people involved in illegal gun trafficking. I 

commend Congresswoman McCarthy for introducing this 

common-sense proposal to make it harder for dangerous people 

to get dangerous weapons.” 

   A 2008 study published by Mayors Against Illegal Guns 

(MAIG) reported that the seven states already enforcing a 

similar requirement show a 67 percent reduction in the number 

of crime guns traced back to within their borders. Mayor of 

Reading, Pa, Thomas McMahon, also a member of MAIG, says 

this legislation will help remove illegal guns from the streets 

and sees Pennsylvania on track to add similar reporting laws. 

     “In Pennsylvania dozens of cities and towns have already 

stepped up and taken action to require lost or stolen guns be 

reported missing to the police. My city, Reading, was one of the 

first. Lost or stolen gun reporting is not a Second Amendment 

issue. This is a law enforcement issues,” said McMahon. “Our 

police department has been using this reform to crack down on 

criminals who use and traffic illegal guns for more than a year. 

To be most effective, we need the broadest possible coverage -- 

citywide, statewide, nationwide. It is encouraging that 

Congresswoman McCarthy, joined by a number of Legislators 

from Pennsylvania, is bringing this issue to light nationally." 

   New York State is one of seven states that already enforces 

lost or stolen reporting laws. Commissioner of the Nassau 

County Police Department in New York, Lawrence Mulvey sites 

this as big help to law enforcement officials. 

   “Here in Nassau County, we require all of our licensed gun 

owners to notify the Police Department when a gun has been lost 

or stolen,” said Nassau County Police Commissioner Lawrence 

Mulvey. “Having this legislation mandate that all jurisdictions 

have the same requirements will provide law enforcement 

officials with an additional tool that will help in solving gun 

related crimes.” 

   Joe Grace, Executive Director of CeaseFire PA, an advocacy 

group dedicated to reducing and preventing gun violence 

through education and advocacy in communities across 

Pennsylvania also has seen much activity across the state in 

support of such a measure. 

    "In Pennsylvania, 45 cities and towns have taken local action 

in support of a simple requirement that gun owners report lost or 

stolen guns to police once they discover they're missing. This 

burst of action at the local level demonstrates how common 

sense this reform really is: If your gun is lost or stolen, what 

could be more reasonable than requiring that you report it to the 

police?” said Grace. “CeaseFirePA is seeking this reform's 

passage as a statewide law in Pennsylvania, and we're gratified 

to see leadership by Congresswoman McCarthy to pass lost or 

stolen as a reform at the national level as well." 

http://carolynmccarthy.house.gov/index.cfm?sectionid=155&sec

tiontree=189,155&itemid=1559 

 

10-07-13  Two officers sued over beating 

   State trooper, city sergeant accused 

   Two police officers already facing a federal lawsuit for 

shooting and killing a man during St. Patrick's Day festivities on 

the South Side have been named again in a separate incident. 

   Pennsylvania State Police Trooper Samuel Nassan and 

Pittsburgh police Sgt. Terrence Donnelly are accused of battery 

and civil rights violations stemming from an incident July 6, 

2008. 

   David Palmer said he was pulled over in the 1000 block of 

East Carson Street early that morning. When Trooper Nassan 

approached the driver's side, Mr. Palmer said he told the officer 

he had a permit to carry a concealed firearm and a gun in his 

pocket. 

  "Nassan, without reason and without provocation, violently 

struck plaintiff in the head, neck and face," the lawsuit said. 

  The complaint goes on to say Trooper Nassan and Sgt. 

Donnelly, as well as Pittsburgh Officer Sheila Ladner then 

forced Mr. Palmer to the ground, repeatedly striking him and 

then shooting him with a Taser in his chest. 

   The lawsuit also names as defendants the Pennsylvania State 

Police and city of Pittsburgh. 

   Calls to both agencies Monday evening were not returned. 

   Trooper Nassan and Sgt. Donnelly were named in another 

lawsuit filed in April 2009 after Nicholas Haniotakis, 33, of the 
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South Side, was shot multiple times after a police chase in the 

early morning hours of March 15, 2009. 

   Mr. Haniotakis was driving his SUV in the wrong lane on 

13th Street with a headlight out. 

   Sgt. Donnelly and Trooper Nassan were working in uniform 

in an unmarked state police vehicle as part of a roving DUI 

patrol that morning. 

  Mr. Haniotakis nearly broadsided the police car, police said, 

and a chase ensued when he failed to pull over. Mr. Haniotakis 

crashed at 22nd and Wharton streets. 

    Trooper Nassan and Sgt. Donnelly got out and ordered the 

driver to show his hands. Instead, he "put his vehicle in reverse 

and struck the unmarked police vehicle nearly hitting one of the 

officers and drove forward toward the other officer," police said. 

   They fired at Mr. Haniotakis, killing him. 

   That was the second time Trooper Nassan was involved in a 

fatal shooting of a fleeing suspect. 

   A federal court jury in 2008 awarded $28 million to the 

Uniontown family of Michael Ellerbe, a 12-year-old boy who 

was shot in the back as Trooper Nassan and another state 

trooper chased him on suspicion that he was a car thief. The 

family settled the case for $12.5 million. 

http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/10194/1072373-53.stm 

 

10-07-13  Rip Torn applies for probation in Conn. break-in 

    LITCHFIELD, Conn. — Prosecutors on Tuesday dropped a 

felony burglary charge against actor Rip Torn, clearing the way 

for him to seek special probation that might settle charges that 

he broke into a bank while drunk and armed in January. 

   The Emmy-winning actor, 79, applied for accelerated 

rehabilitation, a program for first-time nonviolent offenders that 

allows charges to be dropped after a probation period. 

   Prosecutors will argue against the application at a hearing 

Aug. 11, Litchfield State’s Attorney David Shepack said. Torn 

spoke in court Tuesday to answer questions from the judge only. 

   Despite opposing the special probation request, Shepack said 

dropping the burglary charge was appropriate because nothing 

indicated Torn intended to burglarize the Salisbury bank when 

he broke in, thinking it was his own nearby home. 

   That felony burglary charge had blocked Torn from requesting 

the special probation. 

   He has pleaded not guilty to criminal trespass, carrying a 

weapon while intoxicated, carrying a weapon without a permit 

and criminal mischief. 

     He completed an alcohol rehabilitation program over the 

winter and remains in outpatient treatment including Alcoholics 

Anonymous, and has gotten rid of all his weapons, his attorney 

said. 

"He’s done very well and all reports have been successful in 

treatment and abstinence," attorney A. Thomas Waterfall said 

Tuesday, calling the treatment "an ongoing endeavor." 

    Shepack did not elaborate during court proceedings Tuesday 

on why prosecutors would oppose the special probation request, 

and a message seeking comment was not immediately returned. 

   Dozens of people have sent letters of support to Torn in care of 

Waterfall, who described the writers as "people who know him" 

and "strangers who support his work and are interested in seeing 

him continue on." 

   Waterfall said Torn is "very excited about some upcoming 

projects," though he would not say whether Torn has been 

approached to reprise his role as Chief Zed in the "Men in 

Black" series. A third installment is in the works. 

   Torn was arrested Jan. 29 after he broke into a Litchfield 

Bancorp branch near his home in Salisbury, according to court 

records. 

   Police say he thought he was home, taking off his hat and 

boots and leaving them by the door. Officers found him 

wandering and incoherent, and they discovered a loaded .22-

caliber revolver in Torn’s pocket. 

    A breath test showed his blood-alcohol content was 0.203 — 

about 2½ times the legal limit for drivers in Connecticut, the 

court records say. 

   Torn didn’t brandish the weapon when the officers confronted 

him, according to his attorney and court records. He has no 

history of violence. His permit to carry a firearm in Connecticut 

had expired in October 2007. 

    Torn was given probation last year in a Connecticut drunken 

driving case and allowed to enter an alcohol-education program. 

A Connecticut judge dismissed the drunken driving charge 

against him earlier this year based on his successful completion 

of that program 

    He also has two previous drunken driving arrests in New 

York. 

      The actor, whose real name is Elmore Rual Torn, has 

appeared on the television show "30 Rock" and won an Emmy 

in 1996 for his work on "The Larry Sanders Show." Along with 

"Men in Black," his recent movie credits include "The Insider" 

and "Dodgeball: A True Underdog Story." 

http://bostonherald.com/track/celebrity/view.bg?articleid=12676
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10-07-13  Inmate who planned robbery pleads to murder 

    Robbery that ended in fatal shooting brings third-degree plea 

from Sinard Ballard. 

   WILKES-BARRE – A prison inmate pleaded guilty in 

Luzerne County Court on Monday for orchestrating a robbery 

that ended in a fatal shooting in October 2007.  

   Sinard Ballard pleaded guilty to third-degree murder and two 

counts of robbery Monday. 

Clark Van Orden/The Times Leader  

   Sinard Ballard, 23, formerly of Philadelphia, opted to plead 

guilty to third-degree murder instead of facing a jury trial on a 

second-degree murder charge. He also pleaded guilty to two 

counts of robbery.  

    Assistant District Attorneys Sam Sanguedolce and Frank 

McCabe said Ballard, while incarcerated at the county 

correctional facility in October 2007, planned the robbery of 

Jason Paglianite, 35, who was accused by Ballard’s then 

girlfriend, Corissa Breznay, 24, of stealing money and heroin.  

    Paglianite and John Johnson, 19, were shot inside a Pittston 

home on Market Street on Oct. 15, 2007. Paglianite survived 

two gunshot wounds. Johnson was shot twice and died at 

Geisinger   Wyoming Valley Medical Center in Plains 

Township.  

     Sanguedolce identified the shooter as Marcellus Thomas, 20, 

of Philadelphia, who was instructed by Ballard to rob Paglianite.  
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    “Marcellus Thomas is the one who actually pulled the 

trigger,” Sanguedolce said.  

   Sanguedolce said Ballard was equally responsible for 

Johnson’s death for planning the robbery of Paglianite from jail.  

    Ballard was jailed at the time and facing drug-related 

charges. He was arrested in May 2007 by the state Office of 

Attorney General’s Luzerne County Drug Task Force in 

Operation Crackdown that centered on cocaine trafficking to the 

Wyoming Valley from Philadelphia and New York City, 

according to court records.  

    A news release from the Attorney General said Ballard was 

associated with the Bloods street gang.  

   Ballard was sentenced on the drug charges in December 2007 

to 16 months to 32 months in state prison, court records 

indicate.  

   Thomas pleaded guilty in September to third-degree murder, 

criminal attempt to commit homicide, illegal possession of a 

firearm and firearms not to be carried without a license, 

according to court records.  

    Thomas’ sentencing hearing has been continued indefinitely. 

He agreed to testify against Ballard, according to a plea 

agreement.  

   According to the criminal complaint:  

    Breznay told Ballard during a phone call on Oct. 14, 2007, 

that Paglianite stole heroin and money from her. Ballard told 

Breznay that “he would take care of this,” and instructed her to 

drive to Philadelphia to pick up Thomas on Oct. 15.  

     Breznay drove Thomas to her Hughestown home, where they 

spoke by telephone with Ballard, who was in the county 

correctional facility.  

    Thomas forced his way inside a Market Street home armed 

with a .45-caliber handgun and ordered Paglianite, Johnson and 

three women to take off their clothes. Thomas screamed, “Give 

me all the money and drugs,” and fired nine to 11 shots, hitting 

Paglianite and Johnson, the criminal complaint says.  

    Thomas fled the home, the criminal complaint says, and was 

driven back to Philadelphia where he was captured on Oct. 16.  

   Ballard is scheduled to be sentenced on Sept. 28.  

http://www.timesleader.com/news/Inmate_who_planned_robber

y_pleads_to_murder_07-12-2010.html 

 

10-07-13  Retired Ambridge officer admits to beating 

prisoner 

    A retired Ambridge police sergeant accused of beating a 

prisoner who had urinated in front of the officer's 

granddaughter, pleaded guilty to a single count Monday in 

federal court. 

     Richard Heitzenrater, 61, will be sentenced on the 

misdemeanor count of deprivation of civil rights by U.S. District 

Judge Terrence F. McVerry on Nov. 12. He faces a maximum of 

12 months in prison. 

   A co-defendant in the case, Lt. Robert Kuzma, 51, who is 

suspended without pay from the department, also pleaded guilty 

to a misdemeanor count. He faces up to six months in prison for 

being an accessory. 

   Assistant U.S. Attorney Soo Song said Ambridge police were 

called on Feb. 20, 2009, for the report of a drunken man having 

urinated in front of two children. 

    David Baker was arrested for public drunkenness and other 

related counts. Mr. Heitzenrater, then a sergeant with the 

Ambridge police, arrived at the station house, where Mr. Baker 

was being held, and entered his locked detention cell at least 

three times, Ms. Song said. 

     The lights were turned off as he entered, which obscured the 

video recording system set up in the holding cells, she 

continued. 

   "While in the cell, the defendant continued yelling obscenities 

at David Baker and repeatedly struck him in various parts of his 

body," Ms. Song said. 

    During one trip to the cell, in which other officers intervened 

to pull Mr. Heitzenrater out, he was seen kneeing Mr. Baker in 

the chest, she said. 

    Mr. Baker, who filed a federal lawsuit against Mr. 

Heitzenrater, the borough and several other officers in February, 

claims that the sergeant placed the barrel of a firearm into his 

mouth. 

    Ms. Song did not include that information in her summary to 

the court, and Mr. Heitzenrater's defense attorney, James Ross, 

said that didn't occur. 

    Mr. Heitzenrater originally was indicted on felony counts, but 

he pleaded guilty to a lesser charge. That means that no bodily 

injury occurred to the victim during the attack, Mr. Ross said. 

   "That was our main concern here," he said. 

   Mr. Heitzenrater's granddaughter was upset by what she saw 

that day, Mr. Ross said, which prompted his response. 

   As for Lt. Kuzma's involvement, he was not even in the 

station when the assault occurred. 

   However, he was primarily responsible for the department's 

video recording system, Ms. Song said. Mr. Heitzenrater 

contacted the lieutenant on Feb. 20, and he "agreed to come in 

the next morning to view and take care of the tape." 

   Using the system's instruction manual, Lt. Kuzma attempted 

to purge the system of the recordings of the assault. The first 

time didn't work, Ms. Song said. However, the second time, the 

recordings were erased. 

    "None of the data from Feb. 20 was recoverable," she said. 

   Lt. Kuzma, an officer for 28 years, hopes to return to the 

Ambridge police department, said his defense attorney Mark 

Lancaster. 

   Whether he will be permitted to resume his position depends 

on whether he can keep his state law enforcement certification. 

   The Municipal Police Officers' Education & Training 

Commission could not be reached for comment. 

   According to the commission's website, revocation can occur 

following "conviction for a disqualifying offense." However, that 

term is not further defined. 

   Ambridge Borough Manager Eric Kaunert said he will 

research the issue between now and the July 27 council meeting 

and make a recommendation. 

   "Council will make a collective decision at that time," Mr. 

Kaunert said 

http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/10194/1072359-57.stm 

 

10-07-13  UN starts talks on global arms trade treaty 

   UNITED NATIONS - The United Nations began negotiations 

on a legally binding treaty aimed at regulating the global arms 
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trade to help prevent the illegal transfer of guns that kill and 

injure thousands of people every day. 

    The General Assembly first voted in December 2006 to work 

toward a treaty regulating the growing, multibillion dollar arms 

trade. Last December, the 192-member world body decided to 

hold a four-week U.N. conference in 2012 to draft an arms trade 

treaty, and it authorized four preparatory conferences , the first 

of which began Monday. 

    There are currently no legally binding international rules 

governing the trade in conventional weapons, and treaty 

supporters say gaps and loopholes in national regulations allow 

thousands of weapons to end up in conflict zones in the hands of 

serious human rights abusers. 

Though only Zimbabwe voted against going ahead with 

negotiations, the idea of a treaty is contentious. 

    Argentina's U.N. Ambassador Roberto Garcia Moritan, 

chairman of the preparatory process, said "there is a very strong 

gun lobby that is very vocal sometimes." That lobby is especially 

strong in the United States, where the Second Amendment to 

the U.S. Constitution guarantees citizens the right to "keep and 

bear arms." 

    Garcia stressed that a treaty would not hinder the right to 

produce, export or import arms , but it is aimed at ensuring 

common international import and export standards to prevent 

illegal trafficking. 

     While such a treaty would not "solve all problems," he said, 

it would provide guidelines for buying and selling arms so the 

weapons couldn't be used to fuel events like the 1994 Rwanda 

genocide, where weapons were sold after the killings began. 

   The Control Arms Campaign, an international network of 

civil society groups including Amnesty International and 

Oxfam, urged negotiators to draft "a robust and effective treaty" 

that saves lives. It said 128 armed conflicts since 1989 have 

resulted in at least 250,000 deaths each year. 

    According to the preparatory committee's agenda, the 192 

U.N. member states will be considering "the elements that 

would be needed to attain an effective and balanced legally 

binding instrument on the highest possible common 

international standards for the transfer of conventional arms." 

    Garcia said the negotiations would govern not only guns but 

the sale of fighter planes, unmanned aerial vehicles, missiles 

and light weapons. 

     The U.N. adopted a program of action in 2001 on controlling 

the arms trade which is not legally binding but which Garcia 

said many countries adhere to. Among other things, it requires 

countries to report what they are doing to prevent the illicit 

trafficking of small arms and light weapons. 

      Garcia said, for example, that he would like to see strong 

measures in a treaty on the marking of guns so illegal weapons 

can be traced. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/9829

6759.html 

 

10-07-12  Cops Show Marines How to Take on the Taliban 

Camp Pendleton Marines went to one of LA's toughest 

neighborhoods 

   A tough-talking, muscular Los Angeles police sergeant 

steadily rattled off tips to a young Marine riding shotgun as they 

raced in a patrol car to a drug bust: Be aware of your 

surroundings. Watch people's body language. Build rapport. 

    Marine Lt. Andrew Abbott, 23, took it all in as he peered out 

at the graffiti-covered buildings, knowing that the lessons he 

learned recently in one of the city's toughest neighborhoods 

could help him soon in the war against the Taliban in 

Afghanistan. 

   "People are the center of gravity and if you do everything you 

can to protect them, then they'll protect you," he said. "That's 

something true here and pretty much everywhere." 

   Abbott was among 70 Camp Pendleton Marines in a training 

exercise that aims to adapt the investigative techniques the 

LAPD has used for decades against violent street gangs to take 

on the Taliban more as a powerful drug-trafficking mob than an 

insurgency. 

    The Marines hope that learning to work like a cop on a beat 

will help them better track the Taliban, build relationships with 

Afghans leery of foreign troops and make them better teachers 

as they try to professionalize an Afghan police force beset by 

corruption. 

     The troops believe they can learn valuable lessons from the 

LAPD, which has made inroads into communities after highly 

publicized abuses, from the videotaped beating of Rodney King 

to corruption in an anti-gang unit. 

     "Their role is to win the hearts and minds of the community 

and that's what they did," said Marine Staff Sgt. Brendan Flynn, 

who also works as a Los Angeles police officer and will be 

deployed to help train Afghan police. 

    The weeklong exercise -- unbeknownst to the public -- 

involved Marines dressed in jeans and T-shirts observing drugs 

busts, witnessing prostitution arrests and even following a 

murder case. It was the largest group of Marines to embed with 

the city's officers. 

     Abbott, of Long Island, N.Y., rode with Sgt. Arno Clair, a 

16-year veteran with salt-and-pepper hair who swims up to a 

mile a day. 

    During their afternoon together, police handcuffed a bus 

driver -- moments after he was caught by an undercover officer 

with $25,000 worth of crack cocaine outside an apartment 

complex in a south-central Los Angeles neighborhood long 

plagued by violent gangs. 

    The tattooed suspect wearing an earring and baggy shorts 

seemed a world away from the ragtag, Kalashnikov-toting 

Taliban fighters, just as the streets of south-central Los Angeles 

are from the dusty villages of mud-brick houses in Afghanistan. 

   But in many ways, police in Los Angeles' crime-ridden 

neighborhoods use the same skills that Marines say could help 

them. 

     Marines are in charge of training Afghanistan's army and 

police but often have no police experience themselves. Their 

success in building effective police forces is considered key to 

stabilizing the country and allowing foreign troops to withdraw. 

    Marines also are changing their approach, realizing that 

marching into towns to show force alienates communities. 

Instead, they are being taught to fan out with interpreters to 

strike up conversations with truck drivers, money exchangers, 

cell phone sellers and others. 

    The rapport building can net valuable information that could 

even alert troops about potential attacks. 
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Marines can gather intelligence by picking up the notebooks, 

receipts and other papers left behind in raids that could provide 

insight into the opium business the Taliban uses to buy their 

weapons, Afghan expert Gretchen Peters said. 

    She told Marines before the Los Angeles patrols that they 

should follow the lead of some Afghans who have gone from 

using the term "mujahadeen" or "holy warrior" to identify the 

Taliban to calling them gangsters. 

That, she said, shows how fed up the villagers are with being 

extorted by them and calling them gangsters will win them over. 

    "Think of the Taliban as the Sopranos in turbans," she said. 

"I think essentially they're criminals." 

Peters, who has written extensively about the Taliban being a 

criminal network, has been talking to troops across the country 

before they deploy to Helmand Province, a top opium-producing 

region. 

    Afghanistan supplies 90 percent of the world's opium, the 

main ingredient of heroin, and is also the leading global 

supplier of hashish. Last year, opium seizures soared 924 

percent because of better cooperation between Afghan and 

international forces. 

    In the end, the police training mission is what will win the 

war, said Marine 2nd Lt. Jared Siebenaler, 24, of Hastings, 

Minn., who spent the past six months training police in 

Afghanistan. But he acknowledged their police mission faces 

enormous challenges. 

    Siebenaler said many recruits tested positive for drugs, 

arriving to work high on hashish if they came at all. Supervisors 

were believed to be skimming money off their officers' measly 

salaries. One force had men from two tribes who could barely 

stand each other. 

    And then there's the language barrier between Marines and 

the Afghan police. 

     But like most police work, getting past issues of trust and 

cultural difference begins with a brief encounter on a street. 

    As Clair and Abbott cruised past a row of dilapidated homes, 

the police sergeant told him to notice how a person's walk and 

dress changes from street to street, and whether children are 

playing or hurrying by. 

Crime here increases with summer's heat, he said, encouraging 

Abbott to identify the violence-trigger in Afghanistan, such as at 

the end of the poppy harvest. 

   "What's happenin,' man?" Clair said, waving his hand out his 

window to a man who looked away in disgust. 

"If they are on the fence about police and they say 'hi' back, then 

at least we've dealt with that issue, and if they don't, then at least 

I know who I'm dealing with around here," he told Abbott. 

   Abbott, following Clair's example, waved to a woman in the 

street. She waved back. 

http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local-beat/Cops-Show-

Marines-How-to-Take-on-the-Taliban--98202989.html 

 

10-07-12  Pa. officer pleads to charge in man's arrest 

   PITTSBURGH - A former police officer accused of beating a 

man who urinated in front of his granddaughter has pleaded 

guilty to a misdemeanor. 

    Former Ambridge police Sgt. Richard Heitzenrater, 61, 

pleaded guilty Monday to depriving David Baker of his civil 

rights. He faces a maximum of one year in prison when he is 

sentenced on Nov. 12. 

   Heitzenrater had been accused of beating Baker and shoving 

the barrel of a gun in his mouth in February 2009 when 

Heitzenrater was an Ambridge police sergeant. Heitzenrater, 

who has since retired, had also been accused of conspiring with 

Lt. Robert Kuzma to destroy video of the incident. 

   Kuzma pleaded guilty Monday to a misdemeanor of being an 

accessory after the fact. He faces up to six months in prison. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/state/pennsylvania/

98242909.html 

 

10-07-12  Police: 3 dead, 8 wounded in Albuquerque shooting 

   ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. - A gunman opened fire at an 

Albuquerque fiber optics manufacturer Monday, killing three 

people and wounding eight others before turning the gun on 

himself in what police said was a domestic violence dispute. 

    Earlier Monday, police Chief Ray Schultz said there were six 

dead. 

   He explained at a news conference later that responding 

officers had seen people down and believed they were dead, then 

continued into the building to search for the gunman. Officers 

who arrived later determined several shooting victims had 

survived. 

   Schultz also said there was confusion at University of New 

Mexico hospital, where one victim died but was reported as two 

deaths. 

The shooting at Emcore Corp. appeared to involve the 37-year-

old gunman's wife or girlfriend, Schultz said. 

    THIS IS A BREAKING NEWS UPDATE. Check back soon 

for further information. AP's earlier story is below. 

    ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) , A gunman opened fire at an 

Albuquerque fiber optics manufacturer on Monday, killing five 

people and wounding four others before turning the gun on 

himself in what police said was a domestic violence dispute. 

The shooting at Emcore Corp. appeared to involve the 37-year-

old gunman's ex-wife or girlfriend, police    Chief Ray Schultz 

said. It was not immediately clear whether she was among the 

dead, or what caliber weapon he used. 

   "In a situation like this, there are other people in the building 

and they became, unfortunately, casualties as well," he said. 

   Schultz said the gunman was a former employee, but did not 

release his name. 

    Chaos unfolded as the gunman opened fire, sending 

employees fleeing for cover as police locked down the entire 

neighborhood. Police were alerted to the shooting shortly before 

9:30 a.m. Five officers were inside the building within three 

minutes, Schultz said. 

   Three bodies were initially discovered and a fourth, believed to 

be the shooter, was also found inside the building. 

     Police locked down the city's southeast side as a precaution 

but Schultz said authorities don't believe there was a second 

gunman. The Emcore complex was surrounded by police cars, 

many arriving with sirens wailing, as helicopters circled 

overhead. 

   Schultz said the gunman had children who live outside 

Albuquerque and said they were taken into custody by "another 

agency." 
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    The chief said there was at least one previous domestic 

violence call involving the gunman but said it occurred outside 

Albuquerque. He did not say where. 

   Police said 85 employees were later taken to a community 

center for interviews with detectives. 

    Six victims were taken to University of New Mexico Hospital, 

spokesman Billy Sparks said. One was dead on arrival, one died 

in the operating room and one was still in surgery but expected 

to be transferred to intensive care soon. 

   One of the other three was in the hospital's imaging 

department and two others were in stable condition in the 

emergency room. 

    Emcore manufactures components that allow voice, video and 

data transmission over fiber optic lines. They also manufacture 

solar power systems for satellite and ground-based systems. 

   Based in Albuquerque, the company has about 700 full-time 

employees. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/nation_world/98269749.html 

 

10-07-12  Chicago's tough new gun ordinance goes into effect  

   CHICAGO - An ordinance allowing Chicago residents to own 

handguns took effect Monday, two weeks after the U.S. Supreme 

Court made the city's outright ban unenforceable , but people 

may still be four months and a couple hundred dollars away 

from actually having one legally. 

      Police Superintendent Jody Weis said that those who want 

guns must be fingerprinted, submit to a background check, pay a 

$100 application fee and then $15 for each gun they register. 

Police also said they are initially giving themselves 120 days to 

process applications. 

    The new law, which officials say is the strictest of its kind in 

the nation, was pushed by Mayor Richard Daley and passed by 

the City Council July 2, just a few days after the Supreme Court 

ruled on that Americans have a right to possess handguns for 

protection. 

     Perhaps not surprisingly given how quickly city officials 

moved, Weis acknowledged that the department did not yet have 

all the information residents will need to obtain what is called a 

Chicago Firearms Permit. 

    For example, under the ordinance residents must take and 

pass a four-hour class and one hour of training at a gun range, 

and submit affidavits signed by state-approved firearms 

instructors. Police said they did not yet have the information on 

the department's website about where people can find 

instructors, but hoped to have it by the end of the week. 

    Gun rights advocates, who had harsh words for the ordinance 

when it passed, were quick to criticize the process that the police 

department is implementing , including a requirement that 

people without a driver's license submit a note from an 

optometrist or ophthalmologist about their vision. 

   "The purpose of all this is to simply prevent civilian firearm 

ownership (and) it doesn't make anybody safer," said Richard 

Pearson, executive director of the Illinois State Rifle 

Association. "When was the last time local gang-bangers went 

through a background check and firearm training?" 

    Pearson said that with the $100 application fee, $15 

registration fee for each weapon and the $125 or more it will 

cost for the classroom and range training, the ordinance adds up 

to discrimination against poorer residents. 

   "They are adding expenses to prevent firearm ownership," he 

said, adding that he and others have not ruled out a legal 

challenge on that issue to go along with lawsuits already filed 

that challenge the constitutionality of various provisions of the 

ordinance. 

   He also wondered if requiring residents to hand in their 

applications and be fingerprinted was designed to discourage 

law-abiding citizens from owning weapons. 

    "They keep adding on stuff like that, they just burden you to 

death," he said. 

  Weis defended the process. 

    "Believe it or not, but we want to make it as easy as possible 

for people to register their weapons," he said. 

    Of the fingerprinting requirement, he said, "It's the most 

accurate way of ensuring that someone does not have any 

criminal history which would bar them from owning that 

particular gun." 

    Police said they do not know if they will be inundated with 

applications, saying that as of Monday afternoon about 75 

people had come to the department's headquarters with 

questions about the ordinance and another 150 had called with 

questions. 

     They also said that nobody who had guns that were illegal 

during the ban had contacted the department asking about the 

90-day grace period in which they can register the weapons 

without penalty. 

To make sure they can handle the requests, police said that for 

the next 180 days they will give themselves 120 days to process 

applications. After that, they will give themselves 45 days 

http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/9824

2229.html 

 

10-07-12 Deadlier than usual Fourth of July 

    Homicides and gun violence in Philadelphia spiked during 

the Fourth of July weekend, making it the deadliest 

Independence Day weekend in the city in five years, police 

statistics show.  

   The shooting death of Kyle Featherstone, a junior at Simon 

Gratz High School, was one of eight during the four-day holiday 

weekend, including five on Friday, July 2.  

   Featherstone, 16, was shot in the chest and head when a 

gunman fired into a crowd in Mantua returning from a 

fireworks display July 4 at the Art Museum. He died the 

following night.  

   "A young man was at a huge gathering that should have been 

a festive occasion. He gets shot," said Chad Lassiter, president 

of the Black Men at Penn School of Social Work, an 

organization at the University of Pennsylvania. "There's no 

specific trend, the larger issue is: How can we enact gun 

legislation and conflict-mediation?"  

  The number of gunshot victims this Fourth jumped from 18 

last year to 31 this year, according to police stats.  

    "I think the holiday weekend proves that access to illegal 

guns and gun trafficking hasn't gone away," said Joe Grace, 

executive director of CeaseFire PA, an organization that works 

to prevent gun violence.  

   The July 4 holiday weekend in 2005 saw 38 gunshot victims 

including six homicides.  
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   By contrast, no homicides were recorded during the 

Independence Day holiday weekend last year, and just one in 

2008.  

  "You get spikes in violence periodically," said Police 

Commissioner Charles Ramsey. "We do have a lot of violent 

people who are not afraid to use a handgun."  

   "We are awash with guns in this culture," Grace said. "When 

these flashes happen, it bears witness that we have a problem in 

this state."  

    The problem, Grace said, can be attributed to weak state gun 

laws.  

   "What about the rights of people to walk safely through the 

streets of Philadelphia and Pennsylvania?" Grace said. "I think 

that right is equally as important as the right to own a gun."  

   According to the Pennsylvania state gun law, people with 

handguns who enter the state are not required to register them.  

    In addition, a person must be at least 18 years old to possess a 

firearm unless the "minor is lawfully involved in hunting or 

trapping activities," or unless the minor is supervised by a 

parent or legal guardian and involved in lawful activity.  

   In Pennsylvania, a license to carry firearms is only required to 

conceal a firearm or to carry a firearm in a motor vehicle. But 

state law says that a license is required to carry a firearm in any 

manner on the streets or public property in Philadelphia.  

   Grace said he's pushing for the state to establish a law that 

would require people to report lost or stolen guns to the police.  

   Grace added that Philly police collect thousands of illegal 

guns yearly.  

   "Will it solve the problem?" Grace said. "No, but it is a step in 

the right direction."  

http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/98220959.html 

 

10-07-11 Officer's belt deflects shot in gunfight 

   The Capitol Police officer was fired upon after a traffic stop in 

the city, officials said. A 17-year-old was shot when the officer 

returned fire 

    A Capitol Police officer's utility belt deflected an assailant's 

bullet when a traffic stop turned violent early Saturday near 

Cameron and Market streets in Harrisburg.  

    The officer, whom authorities have not identified, pulled over 

a vehicle for driving without lights at 3:30 a.m., police said.  

    After the driver pulled into the parking lot of the Hess service 

station at the intersection, the vehicle's three occupants leaped 

out and began running toward Old Jonestown Road, authorities 

said 

   The officer gave chase, and Enrique Reyes, 17, of Harrisburg, 

turned and fired on the officer, Dauphin County District 

Attorney Edward M. Marsico Jr. said.  

   One bullet, believed to be a .22-caliber, struck the officer's belt 

and ricocheted into a trash can, Marsico said.  

   The officer returned fire, striking Reyes in the arm and torso, 

Marsico said.  

   Harrisburg police, who were investigating a call for shots fired 

on nearby Royal Terrace, responded and detained the suspect.  

   Reyes was taken to Penn State Milton S. Hershey Medical 

Center for treatment of injuries that were not believed to be life-

threatening, Marsico said.  

    Reyes will likely face felony charges, including attempted 

homicide, aggravated assault on a police officer and illegal use 

of a firearm, Marsico said.  

     A weapon, believed to be a .22-caliber handgun, was found 

on Reyes, Marsico said. A second weapon was found in the same 

direction a second man fled. 

    The two other men have not been identified, officials said.  

    "According to the detectives I spoke with, the officer handled 

[being shot at] well," Marsico said. "He's pleased he wasn't 

injured and that the person he shot apparently will recover."  

    Marsico said it appeared the officer was justified in firing, but 

the county's investigative team will investigating the shooting 

   The shooting caps another violent week in the city, in which 

two men were killed and another two were injured in three 

incidents.  

   Just after midnight Monday, Gordon E. Kochenour Jr., 41, of 

Halifax, was killed and Valentine Hernandez, 31, of Harrisburg, 

was wounded in a shooting in the 1600 block of Market Street.  

   Jhonn Louis Leon-Olivencia, 19, was arrested and charged 

with homicide, aggravated assault and related charges in that 

case. He was being held without bail in the Dauphin County 

Prison.  

   Less than two hours after that shooting, Tariq W. Ray, 20, was 

fatally shot in the head at 18th and Regina streets after an 

argument that started when Ray became angry at two women for 

crossing the street too slowly, authorities said. A suspect in that 

case has not been identified.  

   Between those shootings, a 19-year-old woman was shot in the 

hip outside Club Reputation at 150 S. Cameron St. Her injuries 

were not life-threatening, police said.  

   There have been seven homicides in Harrisburg this year.  

    In 2009, the city's most violent year in two decades, there 

were 17 homicides.  

    In response to the surge in violence, Harrisburg Mayor Linda 

Thompson ordered increased officer foot and bike patrols in 

high-crime areas.  

    Patrol times were shifted last week to accommodate activity 

that seems to be taking place in the early morning.  

    For Marsico, Saturday's gunfire point to one of the biggest 

problem Harrisburg faces: too many youths with too easy access 

to guns.  

     "We're hearing reports of shots fired on a regular basis," 

Marsico said. "I have an added concern when you have an 

individual, a teenager, not afraid to turn around, knowing he 

was stopped by a police officer, and fire." 

http://www.pennlive.com/news/patriotnews/index.ssf?/base/news

/127880611336430.xml&coll=1 

 

10-07-11 Authorities aim to curb teen culture of guns, drugs, 

violence 

    The mother of an 18-year-old Susquehanna Township man 

killed last year by his friend during what police described as 

“reckless horseplay” with a gun is pushing state lawmakers to 

impose stronger sanctions on convicted felons caught with 

firearms.       

    Nicole Dayhoff, 38, says those convicted of that crime should 

sit in prison for 25 years to think about what they’ve done. Right 

now, the law provides for a 10-year maximum sentence.       

     Dayoff’s son, Kristoffer Holmes, was killed by his friend, 
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Daron Bradley, on Sept. 19 when the gun Bradley was messing 

around with discharged and struck Holmes in the chest in 

uptown Harrisburg. Bradley, 19, was sentenced last month to 6 

to 12 years in prison for involuntary manslaughter. 

    Law enforcers say the case illustrates the growing problem of 

boys and young men in urban areas who not only have easy 

access to firearms but carry guns as if they were a fashion 

accessory.         

    “Frankly, it’s frightening how easy it is for these young 

people to get guns,” said Dauphin County Deputy District 

Attorney Johnny Baer, who prosecuted Bradley. “The 

unfortunate thing we’ve seen is so many of these young kids 

have guns, and not just in this city, have bought into the culture 

of drugs, guns and violence,” he said.         

    There are several measures on the state level that were 

introduced in recent years that aimed to curb gun violence, but 

all were rejected or stalled in committees.  

     For instance, a House bill would require all handguns to be 

equipped with a trigger lock. That measure was referred to the 

Judiciary Committee in February 2009. A Senate bill that would 

require gun owners to report a loss or stolen handgun within 24 

hours is also held up in a committee 

http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2010/07/authorities

_aim_to_curb_teen_c.html 

 

10-07-11 Shootings in W-B investigated 

  The Academy Street incidents resulted in one person being 

shot and another arrested. 

    WILKES-BARRE – City police are investigating two 

shootings that occurred within yards of each other on Academy 

Street Saturday  

  The first incident took place at approximately 1:40 a.m. 

   Police said a male in his 20s was arguing with others in front 

of 184 Academy St. and brandished a handgun. The suspect 

then fired shots towards 184 Academy St., a detached house. 

   A bullet traveled through a front window and struck a 21-year-

old male in the head, police said. 

    The victim, whom police did not identify, was taken to 

Wilkes-Barre General Hospital for treatment. Further 

information on his condition was unavailable. 

    Saturday afternoon, police arrested the alleged shooter, Craig 

Hickson, 20, of Wilkes-Barre. 

    Hickson was arraigned before District Judge Daniel 

O’Donnell, Sugarloaf Township, on charges of aggravated 

assault, discharge of a firearm into an occupied structure, 

reckless endangerment, a former convict not to own a firearm 

and carrying a firearm without a license. He is being held at 

Luzerne County Correctional Facility for lack of $75,000 

straight bail. A preliminary hearing has been scheduled for July 

20 in Wilkes-Barre Central Court. 

    The second incident, a drive-by shooting, occurred at 

approximately 5 p.m. 

   Police said 11 shots were fired at a man from a small black 

vehicle near 174 and 178 Academy St. Two men in their 20s, 

one white and one black, were riding in the vehicle, police said. 

   Police added that the man at whom shots were fired, who was 

not struck, is cooperating with the investigation. 

   Witnesses reported seeing two black males fighting near the 

corner of Academy Street and Carey Avenue shortly before 

gunshots rang out. 

   Shortly after responding to the incident, police moved up the 

street to a second-floor apartment at 264 Academy Street. Police 

remained stationed on the second-floor back porch of the 

property into the night. Police said the apartment is possibly 

connected to the incident, but declined to comment further since 

investigation was ongoing. 

   The investigation into both incidents is continuing 

http://www.timesleader.com/news/Shootings_in_W-

B_investigated_07-11-2010.html 

 

10-07-11 Soldiers take over where Afghan gov't fears to go  

   CHARBAGH, Afghanistan - The American soldiers climb 

over walls, jump ditches and scan the dirt for trip wires in an 

hourlong hike, all to meet with one man: the new head of a 

mosque in a tiny village in a southern Afghan river valley. They 

hope to persuade him to support the Afghan government. 

    They have a tough sell. The mullah, Bas Mohammad, says 

residents in Charbagh never see government representatives , 

not doctors, teachers or agriculture workers , even though the 

village sits on the edge of the south's largest city, Kandahar. 

    In areas like these, where government authorities rarely 

venture, patrolling NATO troops are not just a security force: 

They are also envoys of the Afghan government. 

   The Taliban clearly have a presence in Charbagh. The road 

between the village and an American outpost is so littered with 

homemade bombs that soldiers from the 2nd Battalion, 508th 

Parachute Infantry Regiment avoid it altogether, making what 

should be a 300-yard (-meter) walk last an hour. Mohammad's 

predecessor was run off by the militants, and the new mullah, a 

month into his job, has already been warned to leave. 

   The violence isolates Charbagh, and many other areas around 

Kandahar, and often soldiers are the only ones willing to risk 

the journey. 

   But NATO and Afghan forces aren't planning a major 

offensive to rout the militants around Kandahar city, as they did 

in the southern town of Marjah this past winter. Commanders 

have said that instead they're taking a softer approach in the 

area , known as "Operation Hamkari," which means cooperation 

, squeezing the Taliban by strengthening government services. 

   Government workers, though, are having a harder time getting 

around the Arghandab valley as violence has increased with the 

summer growing season. There have been suicide bombings, 

firefights and assassinations throughout the area. The district 

government chief was killed in June. 

    "A couple more weeks of this kind of fighting and we're 

worried that contractors are going to start refusing to go out 

there," said Chris Harich, a U.S. State Department envoy who 

works with the district government. Afghan contractors do much 

of the government and development work in areas that are too 

high-risk for international civilians. 

   "We think that the valley is about 50 percent government-

controlled. The other 50 percent is contested," said Brig. Gen. 

Ben Hodges, the commander of U.S. forces in the south. He 

spoke to The Associated Press last week during a visit to Bravo 

Company's combat outpost in the valley. 
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   The Arghandab valley is key because it is a major transit route 

for Taliban fighters into Kandahar city , where they launch 

quick strike bombings and assassinations before retreating. But 

Harich said they don't expect to send government representatives 

into new areas of Arghandab until the risk eases. And so the 

onus is on the troops. 

   In Charbagh, the head of the American patrol, Lt. Ross 

Weinshenker, takes off his helmet and sits on the ground for a 

nearly three-hour conversation with the white-bearded mullah, 

who squats on his haunches. 

   The mullah tells the 24-year-old from St. Louis how he was 

chosen by the villagers to run their mosque, and the two discuss 

whether there's any way to justify Taliban bombings in the 

Quran and what to do about government corruption. 

    Mohammad says he can't let on that he's really pro-

government , his son is a police officer , for fear of losing the 

support of the villagers and attracting the attention of the 

Taliban. When he first arrived in town, a Taliban operative 

showed up at his house and told him to leave. Mohammad says 

he told the man that he had nothing against them but stood his 

ground. He hasn't seen the man since. 

   Asked about the meetings of elders organized in the area by 

the government and NATO forces, Mohammad says they're not 

worth attending. 

   "It's all corrupt , just a bunch of people trying to get money, 

trying to make sure their people get government contracts," he 

says. 

   The conversation doesn't reach any conclusion. Mohammad 

makes contradictory statements: at one point he says there's no 

Taliban in the village, even though he also claims to have been 

threatened. He swears that no bombs have been planted near the 

village, then explains that he helped defuse some homemade 

explosives in a field. 

   But Weinshenker comes away declaring it a step in the right 

direction. He feels like he's on his way to building trust with the 

old man , key to eventually getting him into those meetings he 

now shuns. 

   It's a snail-like process, conducted by troops who were trained 

to fight and are now trying to retool to become gun-bearing 

diplomats. Sometimes the two roles seem impossible to marry. 

    The soldiers are willing to take off their helmets and drink tea 

with the locals, but they refuse to give up their practice of 

securing a compound by standing on the roof, even when a 

mullah in a nearby village protests that they might spy 

uncovered women in the courtyards of other compounds. 

   The commander of Bravo Company, Capt. Adam Armstrong, 

said they're willing to make slow progress. 

   And they have had successes: A few families have moved back 

into previously dangerous villages and Afghan soldiers have 

started to gain the trust of the population. Just last week, they 

successfully used word-of-mouth to persuade a wheat farmer to 

clear one of his fields of bombs that had been planted in it. The 

soldiers were ready to burn the field before the wheat was 

harvested if he didn't agree to clear it, but torching it would have 

certainly alienated some residents. 

    But the timeline is already starting to look crunched as new 

forces prepare to push into the area overseen by Bravo Company 

this fall and President Barack Obama has said troops need to 

start drawing down in 2011. 

   Soldiers say that impending deadline makes it harder for them 

to convince villagers that they're here to stay until the 

government really can step in. The Taliban have successfully 

convinced many that a full pullout is imminent. 

   And so it isn't surprising that Mullah Bas Mohammad is far 

from ready to stick his head out on behalf of American troops. 

He and the people he serves are still on the edge. 

   A young boy who's been listening in on the conversation from 

a couple feet away looks at the U.S. soldiers and says "Taliban" 

while giving a thumbs-up sign. Then he turns his thumb down 

toward the ground and says "American." 

   An Afghan soldier hands the boy a bottle of water. The boy 

pours it out on the ground without taking a sip. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/9819

7684.html 

 

10-07-11 Suspect in Calif. killings had long arrest record 

   LOS ANGELES - The 57-year-old man charged with 10 

murders in the Los Angeles "Grim Sleeper" case was arrested at 

least 15 times over four decades, but he was never sent to state 

prison despite the recommendation of probation officers, court 

and jail records show.  

    Lonnie Franklin Jr. was arrested for burglary, car theft, 

firearms possession, and assaults. But his crimes never were 

considered serious enough to send him to state prison or to 

warrant his entry in the state's DNA database, authorities said.  

     "He's danced to the raindrops for a long time without getting 

wet," Detective Dennis Kilcoyne, head of the task force 

investigating the killings, told the Los Angeles Times.  

   Franklin was arrested Wednesday on 10 counts of murder and 

other charges in the killings of young black women that started 

in the 1980s, then suddenly stopped, only to resume 14 years 

later - sparking the nickname Grim Sleeper.  

    Franklin's public defender, Regina Laughney, said that she 

was still reviewing materials in the case and that it was too early 

for her to comment.  

   One of the victims was killed in July 2003, when records show 

Franklin should have been in county jail but was released early 

because of overcrowding.  

   Franklin pleaded no contest to receiving stolen property in 

that case, in which he was arrested at a Glendale mall driving a 

stolen luxury sport-utility vehicle.  

   A probation officer said it was unusual and disturbing that 

Franklin was still involved in such crimes at age 50, when most 

criminals have slowed down.  

   "If at this age the defendant is still engaging in criminal 

activities," the officer wrote, "the community can best be served 

by imposing the maximum time possible in state prison."  

But Franklin received just a fraction of the maximum sentence - 

270 days in jail - and was still released four months early, 

according to jail data obtained by the Times.  

   He also narrowly dodged the state DNA database. The 

following year, all felony convicts were put in the database after 

California voters passed a measure requiring it.  

    Despite the long and varied record, Kilcoyne said, Franklin 

did not commit the kind of violent crimes against women that 

might have drawn the attention of detectives in the Grim Sleeper 

case.  
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    Investigators now plan to use DNA to tie Franklin to dozens 

more murders, looking at more than 30 cold-case files dating to 

1984, Los Angeles Police Chief Charlie Beck said Friday.  

   "Now that we know who he is, where he lives, the cars he 

drove, have people to interview, we will go over all those old 

cases and look for connections," Beck said.  

  Investigators will upload Franklin's DNA profile into a 

national database to see whether it matches other samples where 

the DNA had degraded and scientists only were able to get a 

partial sample, Beck said. 

http://www.philly.com/inquirer/world_us/98183659.html 

 

10-07-10  Former officer apologizes for shooting unarmed 

man 

   Oakland, California (CNN) -- A former police officer 

convicted of involuntary manslaughter for killing an unarmed 

man in Oakland, California, apologized to the public and 

described his memories of the moments after the shooting in a 

handwritten letter obtained by CNN. 

     In the letter, Johannes Mehserle said he was "truly sorry" for 

killing Oscar Grant. 

   "For now, and forever, I will live, breathe, sleep, and not sleep 

with the memory of Mr. Grant screaming 'you shot me' and me 

putting my hands on the bullet wound thinking the pressure 

would help while I kept telling him 'you'll be okay,'" Mehserle 

says in the letter. "I tried to tell myself that maybe this shot 

would not be so serious, but I recall how sick I felt when Mr. 

Grant stopped talking, closed his eyes and seemed to change his 

breathing." 

     Mehserle's letter was dated July 4, four days before a jury 

found him guilty of involuntary manslaughter for shooting 22-

year-old Grant on an Oakland train platform on January 1, 

2009. 

Mehserle, who was on duty as a Bay Area Rapid Transit police 

officer at the time of the incident, said at the trial that he 

intended to draw and fire his Taser rather than his gun, CNN 

affiliate KTVU reported. 

    "I have and will continue to live everyday of my life knowing 

that Mr. Grant should not have been shot," his letter said. "No 

words can express how truly sorry I am." 

    The involuntary manslaughter conviction usually carries a 

maximum four-year sentence, but some in Oakland expected a 

tougher penalty for the former police officer, and took to the 

streets in protest Thursday. 

    Crowds broke the glass of a Foot Locker and other stores. 

Others threw sneakers out of the store as police wearing gas 

masks stormed the area. 

     Outside the courtroom, Grant family members expressed 

outrage at the verdict. 

"My son was murdered. He was murdered. He was murdered. 

My son was murdered," said Grant's mother, Wanda Johnson. 

"The system has let us down, but God will never ever let us 

down." 

    Johnson and other speakers said African-Americans have 

been the victims of police abuse and a biased judicial system. 

She said Mehserle wasn't found accountable. 

    "We couldn't get even six hours of deliberations," said 

Johnson, who accused jurors of being unfair. 

     Oakland police said there were 78 arrests during Thursday 

night's protests on charges including failure to disperse, 

resisting arrest, burglary, vandalism and assaulting a police 

officer. 

     Mehserle's trial was moved from Alameda County to Los 

Angeles because of pre-trial publicity. 

Members of the jury, which included no African-Americans, 

said they were unanimous in their decision. Their finding 

indicates that Mehserle was criminally negligent. 

     The shooting was captured on a bystander's cell-phone video 

camera. The video, which showed Mehserle pulling his gun and 

fatally shooting Grant in the back as another officer knelt on the 

unarmed man, was widely circulated on the Internet and on 

news broadcasts, and it spurred several protests in and around 

Oakland. 

      Mehserle resigned his position a few days after the incident 

and was later arrested in Nevada. 

His sentencing is set for Aug. 6. Involuntary manslaughter 

carries a maximum sentence of up to four years in prison under 

California law. But the judge could add an "enhancement" that 

could provide a longer sentence because a firearm was used. 

http://www.timesleader.com/news/hottopics/Former-officer-

apologizes-for-shooting-unarmed-man.html 

 

10-07-10  3 Officers Involved in Shooting at Summerlin 

Costco 

    LAS VEGAS -- Three Las Vegas police officers were 

involved in a shooting at a Costco near Charleston and Pavilion 

Center in northwest Las Vegas. 

    Police have released few details about the shooting, but say 

the suspect was shot by three officers while exiting the store, He 

died from his injuries. Friends and family members say the 

suspect is Erik Scott, a West Point graduate, and in his 30's. One 

friend said Scott was at Costco to pick up a prescription. 

    "The individual was shot -- its out in the open area right near 

the tire store. He was transported to UMC where he was 

pronounced dead at that point," said Metro Capt. Patrick 

Neville. "He had a weapon on him. I know the question is going 

to come up. The weapon is laying right out in front of the store. 

We also found another weapon when we transported him to the 

hospital." 

     The incident happened just before 1 p.m. Saturday. Police 

were called when Costco workers saw the suspect destroying 

merchandise inside the store. Someone noticed the suspect had a 

gun and store security evacuated customers and employees. 

   Police say when they approached the suspect, he drew a 

weapon and pointed it at officers. After refusing to drop the 

weapon, three officers fired multiple rounds, striking the suspect 

numerous times. 

    Costco employee Brenda Franklin says the scene was 

frightening. "We were told to immediately evacuate the store. 

No one told us why. They just told us to get out of the store. We 

immediately dropped what we were doing and exited. As soon 

as I got to the front door, I heard about five shots," she said. 

     There were no other reports of injuries. Officers credited the 

Costco security staff for evacuating everyone out of the store in a 

timely manner. 
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    The officers are on paid administrative leave pending the 

outcome of the investigation. The confirmed identity of the 

suspect will be released by the Clark County Coroner's Office 

http://www.8newsnow.com/global/story.asp?s=12785291 

 

10-07-09 Some up in arms over gun license fees 

   The Bucks and Montgomery county sheriff's departments 

charge residents $46 for a license to carry a firearm, and some 

elected officials are questioning whether that's too much.  

    Under Pennsylvania's Uniform Firearms Act, a county sheriff 

must collect $25 to issue a license to carry a firearm. That 

includes a number of small fees that are distributed to various 

state agencies and a $5 modernization fee to provide grants to 

sheriffs to implement a modern system of issuing licenses.  

   Bucks County Sheriff Edward J. Donnelly and acting 

Montgomery County Sheriff Alfred Ricci said the additional $21 

per license their offices collect goes toward operating and 

maintaining the equipment used to produce the plastic license 

cards, which they said are similar to driver's licenses.  

     Last year, the sheriff's office issued 5,771 upgraded licenses 

at $46 each and only two paper licenses at $25 each, according 

to the sheriff's office. The upgraded licenses netted the sheriff's 

office $150,046 in fees. The office remitted $80,822 in fees to 

the state. Ricci did not provide data on the number licenses his 

department issued.  

    Bucks County Commissioner Diane Ellis-Marseglia said she 

has received complaints from residents about the fee and 

believes it may not be legal. Marseglia said she would also like a 

more thorough accounting of the money collected.  

    "If there is a profit to it, where is it going?" she asked.  

    The higher fees have attracted the attention of state Rep. Gary 

Day, a Republican representing Berks and Lehigh counties, who 

is reaching out to each of the 27 county sheriffs who charge 

more than the statutorily permitted $25. He is asking them 

reduce their fees to comply with the firearms act.  

    The law contains a provision that any person who sells a 

license to carry firearms for more than the law allows is guilty of 

a summary offense, Day noted.  

    Day said he plans to use the issue as a bargaining chip in 

exchange for support of unrelated legislation to give sheriffs full 

police powers and to collect additional fees, unless each county 

sheriff complies with the firearms act.  

    Marseglia said she was contacted by David Green, a 

Fogelsville, Lehigh County man, who has worked with Day to 

research the firearms license fees collected by sheriffs around 

the state.  

  Green, a target shooter, said he obtained a license to carry 

firearms to remove any possibility that he might run afoul of 

Pennsylvania's gun laws, which require sportsmen to go directly 

from their homes to a shooting range and back.  

   He questioned Lehigh County's $38 fee and reached out to Day 

for help. Lehigh County has since reduced the fee to $25.  

    "The way the state law is, it's supposed to be a uniform 

process across the state," Green said. "The reason I've been 

pursuing it is, imagine if every county DMV charged a different 

fee for driver's licenses and permits."  

     Scott Berstler of Levittown said he also reached out to 

Marseglia with concern about the price of a gun license. Berstler 

said his wife applied for a license to carry a firearm at the Lower 

Bucks government center and was not offered the option of 

paying only $25 until she insisted that a lower priced option was 

available.  

    "It's almost like they're trying to hide that they do offer it. 

They don't make it known," Berstler said.  

     Both Donnelly and Ricci said they give residents the option 

of paying $25 for a paper license, but applicants must provide 

their own photographs if they choose the cheaper option.  

    "If you want to upgrade that license we provide another 

service," Ricci said. "If you want a plastic one that looks like a 

driver's license, you pay $46."  

    Most people pay for the plastic license, which Ricci said his 

office introduced several years ago in response to a demand for a 

more durable license. The license is valid for five years.  

    Donnelly said the plastic licenses have been available in 

Bucks County for three or four years in response to complaints 

that the paper licenses disintegrate.  

   "We're doing it more or less as a service for our constituents. 

We don't make any money," Donnelly said.  

    Marseglia raised the issue at Wednesday's commissioners' 

meeting, noting that she has been told that the sheriff's office 

received an opinion from the Pennsylvania Sheriff's Association 

that charging more than $25 was acceptable.  

     Commissioner Jim Cawley said he understands that the 

association's position is that charging more is acceptable if the 

sheriff's office provides something of value.  

   "I think this is an area that is not very clear right now, but I 

agree one that needs to be resolved," Cawley said.  

   Commissioner Charley Martin said the majority of people who 

apply for licenses opt for the upgraded license.  

     "These guys that are questioning it probably are not in the 

majority, at least based on the statistics of people who have 

renewed their permits with the sheriff," Martin said 

http://www.phillyburbs.com/news/local/courier_times/courier_ti

mes_news_details/article/28/2010/july/09/some-up-in-arms-

over-gun-license-fees.html 

 

10-07-09 Colo- Theft suspects nabbed in controversial Wheat 

Ridge case 

  Two theft suspects, who for months remained free of charges 

even as an elderly man who said he tried to stop them from 

stealing his trailer faced an attempted murder charge for 

shooting at them, were arrested today. 

   Damacio Torres-Ochoa, 32, was arrested after 3 p.m. in 

Boulder by ICE agents and Alvaro Cardona, 28, was arrested 

about 6:20 p.m. by Wheat Ridge detectives in a Westminster 

park. 

    Robert Wallace, 81, still faces numerous charges, including 

four counts of attempted murder, after police said he fired two 

shots at the suspects while they were fleeing his vacant lot at 

3749 Sheridan Blvd. on Feb. 24. One of the bullets struck 

Cardona in the face. 

    But while Wallace was charged, Cardona and Torrres-Ochoa 

remained uncharged for months as authorities tried to determine 

whether the attempted theft of Wallace's trailer was part of a 

larger ring under investigation by a task force. 

   Task force investigators on Wednesday decided they would not 

pursue charges against Cardona and Torres-Ochoa, freeing 

Wheat Ridge to resume its own investigation. 
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   "I don't know what went into their decision-making," said Lisa 

Stigall, Wheat Ridge police spokeswoman. "We're just glad that 

they did. We will aggressively move forward." 

   Things did move rapidly from that point. 

   Arrest warrants were issued Friday for Cardona and Torres-

Ochoa on felony theft and other charges, Wheat Ridge police 

said . 

   U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents saw that 

warrant after taking Torres-Ochoa into custody on an 

immigration violation at his place of employment in Boulder. 

   ICE will transfer Torres-Ochoa to Jefferson County Jail, where 

he will be held on $100,000 bond. Cardona is being held at the 

jail on a similar bond. Both will appear in Jefferson County 

Court at 10 a.m. Monday. 

   The Wheat Ridge department has been criticized on local talk 

radio, notably the Peter Boyles Show, for taking aim at Wallace 

while letting the thieves go free. But Stigall said the two 

suspected thieves were never forgotten. 

   Wallace, a retired mechanic and amateur hot rod driver, called 

police at 8:47 p.m. on Feb. 24. Minutes earlier he was sitting on 

his couch watching TV when he heard a loud noise. 

   He looked out his window and saw two men hooking his flat-

bed trailer to their red Ford pickup. He grabbed a handgun, 

rushed outside and ordered the men to stop. They continued 

hitching the trailer and jumped in the pickup. 

   Dave Dechant, spokesman for the Jefferson County district 

attorney, said Colorado's "Make My Day" law applies only to 

homeowners protecting themselves inside their homes, not to 

someone protecting personal property. 

   Police said Wallace told a neighbor that he fired two shots that 

may have hit the back of the pickup as it sped away. Torres-

Ochoa drove Cardona to a hospital minutes later and left him. 

Hospital employees noted a bullet hole in the truck. 

    Days later, Wheat Ridge detectives connected Cardona's 

shooting to Wallace's theft report. They went to Wallace's house 

to investigate. 

   Wallace repeatedly denied shooting at the thieves, but 

eventually handed over the gun he had hidden, saying "here is 

what you are looking for," according to an arrest warrant 

affidavit. 

   Detectives arrested Wallace, and he went to jail. 

   In an interview in his garage Friday, Wallace said his property 

has been burglarized repeatedly because he never had enough 

money to put up a fence. He has been trying to sell the property 

but hasn't had any luck. 

   His right hand shook uncontrollably. "It's probably the onset of 

something. I only go to doctors when I'm in dire need." 

   Wallace's father had bought the house and the adjacent vacant 

lot in 1943. His dad had a garbage and excavation business. 

When the father bought the house, he didn't have many 

neighbors. 

   Wallace bought the property from his dad when his father was 

95. In his retirement, he spends a lot of time putting a V8 

engine in a 1975 Chevrolet Vega race car in a garage out back. 

He's been distracted lately though. 

   "What has taken me a week should have taken only a few 

hours," he said. "The whole thing doesn't make much sense." 

   Wallace is scheduled to be arraigned Sept. 7 on charges of 

attempted murder and assault with a deadly weapon. 

http://www.denverpost.com/frontpage/ci_15481366?source=rss 

 

10-07-09 Gunning for more 

    It has been a splendid season for gun lovers. The U.S. 

Supreme Court has decreed that the Second Amendment right to 

bear arms can't be undermined by state and local restrictions, 

Georgia has enacted a law that allows licensees to carry 

concealed firearms in airports and other public places, Virginia 

has enacted a law that allows licensees to bring loaded guns into 

bars, Louisiana has enacted a law that allows concealed weapons 

in houses of worship...is this nirvana for the NRA, or what? 

   Actually, the NRA is probably far from sated. What good are 

gun rights unless they are enjoyed to the fullest? Think of the 

possibilities. Think of the arguments that NRA lobbyists might 

dream up next. 

  A bill to permit the cleaning of guns during Sunday worship: 

"The right to clean a gun in church is an inherent extension of 

the Second Amendment. The right to bear arms is meaningless 

unless all arms are kept in good working order at all times, and 

nothing in the Second Amendment bars such ritual maintenance 

on Sunday mornings. We are a nation of multi-taskers, and 

Americans clearly have the constitutional right - not to mention 

the ability - to work with solvents and lubricants while reading 

the Bible. A well-armed militia requires 24/7 vigilance, and we 

at the NRA will work with the churches to ensure that the pew-

workshops are sufficiently ventilated." 

   A bill to permit the carrying of unconcealed weapons in coffee 

shops and similar beverage-based emporiums: "In the new 

economy, more Americans than ever before work in these 

environments, and empty tables are increasingly at a premium. 

On occasion, disputes may occur between patrons who covet the 

same table. Guns have been used to settle disputes ever since the 

Old West, and in no way are we suggesting that they be 

discharged in coffee shops. Rather, we at the NRA believe that 

the Founding Fathers recognized the deterrent value of guns. 

We believe that the Second Amendment implies the right to 

expose one's gun, as a way to defuse confrontation. Therefore, if 

an armed American prudently places his weapon on a table at 

Starbucks, thereby establishing ownership of said table, the act 

would duly inform the unarmed loser with the ear buds and the 

mocha frappuccino to go find another saloon." 

   A bill to permit unconcealed assault weapons at drive-through 

establishments: "We at the NRA believe that motorists should be 

allowed to drive to these outdoor windows, for the purposes of 

effectuating bank transactions or paying for Big Macs, without 

the clear and present danger of other motorists cutting into line. 

The constitutional right to bear arms does not cease when an 

American is behind the wheel; indeed, this is when he or she 

might be most exposed to external threat. We believe, for 

example, that your basic XM8 Lightweight Assault Weapon, or 

perhaps the Heckler-Koch G36, if pointed out the car window by 

a licensed driver or family member, and purely for defensive 

purposes, would duly deter those in rival vehicles who believe 

that their inherent right to speedily purchase a McDonald's 

Triple Thick Shake is greater than your inherent right. An 

armed militia ensures that all Americans have equal 

opportunities in the pursuit of happiness." 

   A bill that would allow gun-toting bar patrons to drink 

alcohol. The new Virginia law, signed by the governor in 
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April, states that it's fine to bring a gun to a bar, but that those 

who do so cannot drink. Gun lobbyists are now complaining that 

this law treats the gun owners as second-class citizens, denying 

them the equal right to drink like everyone else. The gun 

lobbyists are pushing for a Virginia law that (in the words of one 

gun-rights activist) would allow gun licensees to tote their 

concealed weapons and drink as much as they wish - "as long as 

they are not drunk." 

    Well, guess what, folks. That latter item - the Virginia guns-

and-booze proposal - is very real. So is the quote. 

     Yes, when it comes to the gun-rights lobby, satire is probably 

superfluous. As the great sportswriter Red Smith wrote 59 years 

ago, while beholding a fantastical event, "Reality has strangled 

invention." 

http://www.philly.com/philly/blogs/americandebate/98100514.ht

ml 

 

10-07-08 City teen arrested in Boyce Park shooting 

   A Lawrenceville teen was arraigned Wednesday on charges 

stemming from a gun battle outside the wave pool at Boyce 

Park.No one was hurt in the shooting as hundreds of pool 

patrons fled for cover about 6:15 p.m. Tuesday. 

   An Allegheny County police officer on patrol said he saw a 

man on a hillside firing a pistol at a white SUV stopped at a 

nearby intersection. The officer said he also heard shots being 

fired from the direction of the vehicle, according to an affidavit 

in the case. 

    The driver of the SUV jumped into the vehicle and sped away 

when he saw the officer approaching, but the vehicle crashed a 

short time later on Garden City Drive near Center Road. 

    Monroeville police found James Lee Bundridge, 18, hiding in 

a wooded area near the crash, the affidavit said. 

    Mr. Bundridge told police that he had been involved in a 

year-long dispute with the other gunman, who, with friends, had 

taunted him as he left the pool area. 

   Mr. Bundridge was being held on $50,000 bail in the county 

jail on charges of firing a gun into an occupied structure, 

carrying a firearm without a license, fleeing and eluding police, 

receiving stolen property, reckless endangerment, prohibited 

acts related to marijuana possession and driving without a 

license. 

   A preliminary hearing is scheduled for Tuesday before District 

Judge Jeffrey Herbst in Monroeville. 

http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/10189/1071252-56.stm 

 

10-07-08 Federal judge orders Iowa’s Osceola County sheriff 

to issue gun permit 

He requires sheriff to take First Amendment course 

   PRIMGHAR, Iowa -- U.S. District Court Judge Mark W. 

Bennett has ordered Osceola County Sheriff Douglas L. Weber 

to issue a gun permit to a resident and to complete a college-

level course involving the First Amendment. 

   Bennett’s written decision on Wednesday involves the case of 

Paul Dorr, of Ocheyedan, who was denied a permit to carry a 

concealed weapon. 

  Dorr and his son, Alexander, were denied gun permits after 

being engaged in extensive First Amendment activity -- 

protesting, passing out leaflets and writing letters to the editor -- 

the opinion notes. 

   “The court finds a tsunami, a maelstrom, an avalanche, of 

direct, uncontroverted evidence in Sheriff Weber’s own 

testimony to conclude beyond all doubt that he unquestionably 

violated the First Amendment rights of at least Paul Dorr,” 

Bennett wrote in his ruling. 

   Dorr said Wednesday that he was pleased “justice is served. I 

get my permit back and the sheriff is being sent back to school. 

The harm done by Sheriff Weber against the 6th and 9th 

commandments has been made right." 

   The elder Dorr had been issued a concealed weapons permit 

from the late 1990s to 2005. But his July 7, 2007, application for 

a permit was denied. His son’s was denied a year later, when he 

was 18 years old. 

    Weber’s reason for disapproving the application was, 

“concern from public. Don’t trust him.” The following year 

Weber also denied Alexander Dorr’s application for a permit 

and informed Paul Dorr that he would deny any further 

applications from him. 

   Weber testified that he had heard people refer to Paul as “a 

whacko, delusional, a nut job, a spook, and narcissist,” 

Bennett’s decision noted. “Regardless of the adjective used to 

describe Paul, however, Sheriff Weber stated that Paul’s ‘lousy’ 

reputation was due to his political activities of writing letters to 

the editor and distributing fliers.” 

   The ruling continued, “Giving Sheriff Weber more deference 

than is due his elected status, the court finds that Sheriff Weber 

denied Paul’s application for a concealed weapons permit not 

because of the content of his First Amendment activity but 

because it was effective and agitated many members of the local 

community.” 

     And, Bennett said, “In denying Paul a concealed weapons 

permit, Sheriff Weber single-handedly hijacked the First 

Amendment and nullified its freedoms and protections. 

Ironically, Sheriff Weber, sworn to uphold the Constitution, in 

fact retaliated against a citizen of his county who used this 

important freedom of speech and association precisely in the 

manner envisioned by the founding members of our nation ... 

   "In doing so, this popularly elected Sheriff, who appears to be 

a fine man and an excellent law enforcement officer, in all other 

regards, blatantly caved in to public pressure and opinion and, 

in doing so, severely trampled the Constitution and Paul’s First 

Amendment rights to freedom of speech and association. This is 

a great reminder that the First Amendment protects the sole 

individual who may be a gadfly, kook, weirdo, nut job, whacko, 

and spook, with the same force of protection as folks with more 

majoritarian and popular views." 

    However, Bennett’s decision did not favor Dorr’s son, who 

was 18 years old when he applied for the carry permit, and is 20 

now. Bennett noted that sheriffs have the discretion to withhold 

permits from anyone under majority age. 

   Bennett required Weber take a class that must be a college-

level course on the United States Constitution, “including -- at 

least in part -- a discussion of the First Amendment.” And 

Bennet said, Weber must obtain approval from the court before 

participating in the class. Upon completion of the class, Weber 

must also file an affidavit with the clerk of court showing 

successful completion with a passing grade. 
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   A request left with the dispatcher at the Osceola County law 

enforcement center, requesting a return call for comment from 

Sheriff Weber, was not returned, Wednesday night. 

http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/news/local/article_b6b931ef-

32dd-5743-9e72-2d6f23f4a3a6.html 

 

10-07-08 Hostage-scene training feels like real life 

   The hostage-taking scenario put on Wednesday by the Berks 

County Emergency Response Team ended like an amusement 

park thrill ride. 

   A flash-bang grenade signaled the end of the exercise. 

   When the shouting and screams stopped, a despondent 

hostage-taker was facedown on the floor of District Judge Dean 

R. Patton's courtroom in Muhlenberg Township. 

    The man had been taken out by one of two snipers who laid in 

sweltering heat for more than three hours outside two second-

floor windows to the courtroom. Two hostages were injured. 

Four were freed unharmed through negotiation. 

    The hostage-taker was played to the hilt by Carl Moyer, a 

paramedic supervisor with Schuylkill Valley Emergency 

Medical Services. 

    "You know, Carl's a little too good at this," West Reading 

police Detective Joseph M. Brown said to Patton, who had 

volunteered his courtroom for the training session. 

   Brown, who is assistant team leader for hostage negotiators, 

conducted the drill. 

   According to the scenario, Moyer played John Doe, who was 

to appear in Patton's courtroom for a hearing on a simple assault 

charge. He flew into a rage when he saw his wife, Jane Doe (aka 

Schuylkill Valley Paramedic Diana L. York), in the courtroom. 

   John Doe, a large man, overpowered a constable, taking the 

constable's firearm and everyone in the courtroom hostage. 

   When the team assembled in the parking lot outside Patton's 

office, members looked like troops preparing for combat. 

Machine guns, shotguns, snipers with rifles and camouflage 

suits, pistols in leg holsters, helmets with chin straps and 

goggles, tools and pneumatic drives capable of opening 

barricaded doors. 

   "The ultimate goal is a negotiated resolution," said 

Christopher L. Neidert, chief of the Exeter Township police and 

team commander. 

   Neidert had turned the day's exercise over to West Reading 

police Chief Edward C. Fabriziani, deputy team commander. 

   One feature of the testing Wednesday was to place line officers 

in supervisory roles and to put supervisors into command 

positions to see how they perform under pressure. 

   After the exercise, which began shortly after 1 p.m. and ended 

with a swarm of gun-toting officers bursting into the courtroom 

and ending the ersatz hostage-taking at 4:16 p.m., the officers 

rearranged the furniture. 

    Counsel tables that had been used as barricades were tables 

again. The chairs were realigned and the officers took their seats 

for a debriefing. Because, even though it didn't feel like it at 

times, it was just a drill 

http://readingeagle.com/article.aspx?id=233055 

 

10-07-07 Man pleads guilty to illegal gun purchase scheme 

   A 31-year-old Bronx, NY resident today admitted his 

involvement in a scheme to illegally purchase guns from several 

Luzerne County firearms dealers, according to a federal 

prosecutor. 

   Peter J. Smith, United States Attorney for the Middle District 

of Pennsylvania, in a release said that Terrell Madison pleaded 

guilty before Senior U.S. District Court Judge Edwin M. Kosik 

to conspiracy to make false statements and false representations 

to  acquire firearms. The guns were illegally purchased from 

Piestrak’s Gun Shop, Homeland Tactical III, and D & R 

Sporting Goods between August 12 and August 28, 2008.  

   Madison admitted to participating in the illegal scheme with 

others. The conspiracy involved the illegal purchase of more 

than 10 firearms, some of which were taken to New York and 

sold on the streets. Madison is the third defendant to plead 

guilty in the case. 

Madison and three others were indicted by a federal grand jury 

in July 2009, as a result of an investigation by the Bureau of 

Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (ATF) and the 

Pennsylvania State Police. 

   Madison faces up to five years in prison and a $250,000 fine. 

Sentencing has not yet been scheduled. 

       To read the complete story, see Friday's Times Leader 

http://www.timesleader.com/news/Man-pleads-guilty-to-illegal-

gun-purchase-scam.html 

 

10-07-07 Thieves could go free while victim faces jail time 

   WHEAT RIDGE, Colo. - Admitted thieves are going free, 

while an elderly Wheat Ridge man is facing the possibility of 

spending the rest of his life behind bars, all, he says, for trying 

to defend his property and his life. 

   82-year-old Robert Wallace said in February that he looked 

out his window and saw two men hooking his flatbed trailer up 

to their pickup. He yelled at them to stop, but they sped away, 

stealing his trailer. He told police he fired two shots at the 

pickup. 

   Minutes later, police say 32-year-old Damacio Torres dropped 

28-year-old Alvaro Cardona off at a hospital emergency room 

with a gunshot wound to the face. 

   Torres did not stay to talk with police, but they caught up with 

him later. According to court documents, he admitted he and 

Cardona stole the trailer. 

   Wallace did not want to talk on camera, but when we asked 

him if the two men threatened him he said, "They almost ran me 

over." 

   The Jefferson County DA's office said that neither Torres nor 

Cardona have been charged with anything at this point, even 

though Torres confessed to the crime. However, the homeowner, 

Wallace is facing twelve felony counts, including four counts of 

attempted first degree murder. If convicted, he could spend the 

rest of his life behind bars. 

   Sources say Torres and Cardona are believed to be in the 

country illegally and both have an arrest record. Cardona's 

record includes public fighting and numerous traffic offenses 

like driving without a license or insurance. Torres's record 

includes agricultural trespassing as well as a 2005 arrest for 

aggravated motor vehicle theft for which he was given a plea 

bargain to a lesser crime. Sources say Torres is also under 

investigation for being part of a major auto theft ring. 

   Wallace is out on bond and due back in court in September to 

enter his plea. 
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     Neighbors say the thieves should be the ones facing charges 

and Wallace should be given an award for protecting the 

neighborhood. http://www.kdvr.com/news/kdvr-theives-free-

victim-arrested-txt,0,231586.story 

 

10-07-05 AZ Sheriff Paul Babeu declines security detail 

    During the past few years, the issue of securing our borders 

has escalated throughout the United States. Although this 

problem has created heated debates from both sides of the issue 

across the country, in Arizona it is particularly a hot topic. 

    Pinal County Sheriff Paul Babeu has been very outspoken 

about the immediate need to secure our southern border to 

protect the citizens of the United States from both drug 

smuggling and human trafficking and the crimes associated 

with both. 

    Unfortunately, individuals have now felt the need to make 

threats against his life because of his stance on the issue. Threats 

that have been deemed “credible” by outside law enforcement 

agencies have been forwarded to the Pinal County Sheriff’s 

Office for action. Additionally other threats against Sheriff 

Babeu and his staff have also been received via direct 

communication with the Pinal County Sheriff’s Office. 

    Chief Deputy Steve Henry two weeks ago asked Pinal County 

Manager Terry Doolittle and Assistant County Manager Manny 

Gonzalez for funding so Sheriff Babeu could be provided with a 

small Security Detail temporarily until the threats against his 

life stopped. Chief Deputy Henry said, "Any threat against an 

elected official is serious and they usually come from upset 

citizens. We have information of additional threats from the 

Mexican Mafia and Drug Cartel members that are placing a 

'green light' on our Sheriff. It is one thing to threaten an elected 

official, yet threats against the Sheriff by foreign born criminals 

raise this to a new level." 

    At this time, Sheriff Babeu has made the decision not to 

request funding or the reallocation of positions to provide for a 

Security Detail because of our already stretched budget and the 

fact it would only take away from our limited staffing. Pinal 

County is nearly 5,400 sq miles and is listed among America's 

top 5 fastest growing counties; yet no additional sworn Deputies 

have been provided. Staffing is approximately 1 Deputy per 

thousand residents in unincorporated areas, which is far less 

than the average of 2.2 Officers per thousand residents that is 

the law enforcement standard in our region. In addition to the 

low staffing levels, Pinal County remains ground zero for drug 

and human smuggling. 

    Sheriff Babeu has vowed to continue the fight to secure our 

borders and fight drug smuggling and human trafficking across 

our state. Sheriff Babeu stated, “We don't have enough Deputies 

to respond to local emergencies and to protect our Pinal 

families. I understand this threat, yet I will not run in fear or 

change my support for SB1070 and my demands for President 

Obama to secure our border with 3,000 armed soldiers in 

Arizona and start building the fence again. I'm always armed 

and as every law enforcement member knows, we always have to 

be aware of our surroundings and possible threats 

http://www.sheriffpaul.com/ 

 

10-07-04 Voters, not federal judges, should be the ones to 

amend Constitution  

Commentary THOMAS SOWELL 

     NOW THAT the U.S. Supreme Court has decided that the 

Second Amendment to the Constitution means that individual 

Americans have a right to bear arms, what can we expect? 

If the end of gun control leads to a bloodbath of runaway 

shootings, then the Second Amendment can be  

repealed … 

Those who have no confidence in ordinary Americans might 

expect a bloodbath, as the benighted masses start shooting each 

other, now that they can no longer be denied guns by their 

betters. People who think we shouldn’t be allowed to make our 

own medical decisions, or decisions about which schools our 

children attend, certainly are not likely to be happy with the idea 

that we can make our own decisions about how to defend 

ourselves. 

    When you stop and think about it, there is no obvious reason 

why issues such as gun control should be ideological issues in 

the first place. It is ultimately an empirical question whether 

allowing ordinary citizens to have firearms will increase or 

decrease the amount of violence. 

     Many people who are opposed to gun laws that place severe 

restrictions on ordinary citizens owning firearms have based 

themselves on the Second Amendment to the Constitution. But, 

while the Supreme Court must make the Second Amendment 

the basis of its rulings on gun control laws, there is no reason 

why the Second Amendment should be the last word for the 

voting public. 

      If the end of gun control leads to a bloodbath of runaway 

shootings, then the Second Amendment can be repealed, just as 

other constitutional amendments have been repealed. Laws exist 

for people, not people for laws.  

     There is no point arguing, as many people do, that it is 

difficult to amend the Constitution. The fact that it doesn’t 

happen very often doesn’t mean that it is difficult. The people 

might not want it to happen, even if the intelligentsia are itching 

to change it.  

     When the people wanted it to happen, the Constitution was 

amended four times in eight years, from 1913 through 1920. 

      What all this means is that judges and the voting public 

have different roles. There is no reason why judges should 

“consider the basic values that underlie a constitutional 

provision and their contemporary significance,” as Justice 

Stephen Breyer said in his dissent against the Supreme Court’s 

gun control decision. 

     But, as the great Supreme Court Justice Oliver Wendell 

Holmes said, his job was “to see that the game is played 

according to the rules whether I like them or not.” 

    If the public doesn’t like the rules, or the consequences to 

which the rules lead, then the public can change the rules via 

the ballot box. But that is very different from judges changing 

the rules by verbal sleight of hand, or by talking about 

“weighing of the constitutional right to bear arms” against other 

considerations, as Justice Breyer puts it. That’s not his job. Not 

if “we the people” are to govern ourselves, as the Constitution 

says. 

    As for the merits or demerits of gun control laws themselves, 

a vast amount of evidence, both from the United States and from 

other countries, shows that keeping guns out of the hands of 

law-abiding citizens does not keep guns out of the hands of 
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criminals. It is not uncommon for a tightening of gun control 

laws to be followed by an increase – not a decrease – in gun 

crimes, including murder. 

    Conversely, there have been places and times where an 

increase in gun ownership has been followed by a reduction in 

crimes in general and murder in particular. 

    Unfortunately, the media intelligentsia tend to favor gun 

control laws, so a lot of hard facts about the futility, or the 

counterproductive consequences of such laws, never reach the 

public. 

   We hear a lot about countries with stronger gun control laws 

than the United States that have lower murder rates. But we very 

seldom hear about countries with stronger gun control laws than 

the United States that have higher murder rates, such as Russia 

and Brazil.  

    The news media, like Justice Breyer, might do well to reflect 

on what is their job and what is the voting public’s job. 

   The media’s job should be to give us the information to make 

up our own minds, not slant and filter the news to fit its vision. 

http://www.timesleader.com/holding/Voters__not_federal_judge

s__should_be_the_ones_to_amend_Constitution_Commentary_

THOMAS_SOWELL_07-04-2010.html 

 

10-07-03 Illegal gun brings 6-12 years 

  WILKES-BARRE – A Maryland man with an extensive 

criminal record, including a 30-count indictment on armed 

robbery charges, was sentenced Friday in Luzerne County court 

to six to 12 years for illegally possessing a firearm. 

   Luzerne County Court Judge Tina Polachek Gartley sentenced 

Ervin Lamont Christy, 25, of Chestertown, on two illegal 

firearms charges and one count each of false identification to 

law enforcement and receiving stolen property. 

     Christy was found guilty of the charges after a brief bench 

trial before Polachek Gartley in April. 

    Polachek Gartley said Christy has a lengthy history of violent 

crimes, dating back to 2002 when he was a juvenile and 

committed a series of firearms-related offenses. 

    The most recent case involves a 30-count indictment issued in 

Maryland where prosecutors say Christy committed an armed 

robbery, and where he is currently wanted in the crime. 

    Assistant District Attorney Daniel Zola said there is nothing 

more dangerous than a felon who possesses a stolen firearm and 

continues to commit the same crime over and over. 

    “It has to end, your honor,” Zola told Polachek Gartley. 

Christy apologized for his actions and said that a lengthy, 

consecutive sentence would be “ridiculous.” 

   Polachek Gartley said Christy can either embrace his past, 

learn from it and begin a better life or continue to ignore what 

he’s done and resume a life of crime. 

   Polachek Gartley said she could not excuse Christy’s actions, 

including that he began committing serious crimes as a juvenile. 

     “It started there and didn’t end,” Polachek Gartley said. 

In all, the judge said, Christy has been convicted of crimes in 

Maryland, Nebraska, Delaware and Pennsylvania. 

    Polachek Gartley sentenced Christy to five to 10 years on one 

of the firearms charges and a consecutive one to two years on 

receiving stolen property. 

    According to court papers, on Sept. 23, investigations led 

police to Kidder Street in Wilkes-Barre where they came into 

contact with a man who identified himself as Kevin James 

Moore. 

    Moore was later identified as Christy, and was found to have 

in his possession a Smith & Wesson 9 mm pistol. The firearm 

was determined to be stolen. 

    Christy was then taken to the Kingston Police Department, 

where he was fingerprinted and it was learned he was previously 

convicted of a number of offenses and prohibited from carrying 

a firearm. 

http://www.timesleader.com/news/Illegal_gun_brings_6-

12_years_07-03-2010.html 
 

 


