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Founding Fathers:

"Liberty cannot be preserved without a general knowledge among the people, who have a right, from the frame of their nature, to
knowledge, as their great Creator, who does nothing in vain, has given them understandings, and a desire to know; but besides this, they
have a right, an indisputable, unalienable, indefeasible, divine right to that most dreaded and envied kind of knowledge; I mean, of the
characters and conduct of their rulers." --John Adams, Dissertation on Canon and Feudal Law, 1765

Castle Doctrine Passes
‘Overwhelmingly’ in PA House
House Bill 40 has been gaining steam for the last 11 months

beginning with the Judiciary Committee hearings in November of
2009. Despite the best efforts of some Eastern politicians and the
Philadelphia caucus grassroots gun owners have been able to
convince legislators from both sides of the aisle to support our
efforts to expand the self-defense rights of Pennsylvania citizens.
This effort has taken many forms to say the least and, as the
Chinese say, we are certainly living in interesting times where
what has been delayed for well over five years suddenly is
jumpstarted into the limelight in the eleventh hour of this session.

The developments that have led us to this point is Rep. Scott
Perry's discharge resolution, number 10, that presented House
leadership with an untenable position in that they could either be
overridden overwhelmingly, since Rep. Perry had over three
times as many signatures as he needed, or they would have to
move the bill out of appropriations and out from under the thumb
of Rep. Dwight Evans, one of the most anti-gun Representatives
in the Pennsylvania House of Representatives.

The drama that played out in the House of Representatives
last week was directly connected to the discharge resolution and
it appeared that the anti-gun groups had laid a strategy of delay
and the obfuscate to try and tie up this legislation so that there
were no more session days to deal with it. Their miscalculation
was the impact the average gun owner in this commonwealth who
insisted to their own legislators as well as the entire legislature at
large that House Bill 40 be brought up for a vote that was clean
and absent any outlandish amendments.

Frankly it was quite a sight to see, if anybody watched PCN
TV, the almost childish arguments against the legislation that
were regurgitations of previous unfounded statements and the
overwhelming bipartisan support for your self-defense rights. At

times the debates almost resembled a Third World nation and it
appeared that some legislators were distressed beyond words at
the continued hijacking of this legislation that was so blatant that
one could almost cut it with a knife.

On Tuesday of last week when the second reading of the
legislation was taking place and the anti-gun amendments were
being offered, Rep. Sam Smith did a masterful job of taking
control of a chaotic situation that ended up ruling the
amendments were not germane. As you can imagine there was
much whining and gnashing of teeth by the anti-gun organizations
who found themselves outmaneuvered and overmatched. When
the dust finally settled every one of the amendments was removed
and the House voted 156 in support of 203 members. FOAC
members Chris Smith and his father, John Delallo, and Drew
Peroni were up in the gallery watching all of these events unfold
and many legislators gave them a thumbs up to indicate the sign
of victory. However there was one juvenile and childish response
and that came from Rep. David Levdansky who demonstrated his
arrogance by "flipping these FOAC members the bird"!
Additionally Rep. David Levdansky voted against gun owners
and his constituents six out of six times! You may want to
remember this on November 2.

On Wednesday the House of Representatives moved to
finalize the vote in the third reading of House Bill 40 and once
again the Philadelphia legislators showed their complete disdain
for the facts, the truth and their responsibility to their oath of
office by continuing their efforts to try and hijack this legislation
from reaching the floor for a final vote. Legislators leading this
charge were Rep. Dwight Evans and Rep. Brian Lentz and Rep.
Curtis Thomas. What an amazing sight it was to see Rep. Dwight
Evans complaining that they still wanted to discuss this
legislation and debate it after it has been before the Legislature
for nearly 6 years. Perhaps Rep. Evans should avoid taking
catnaps and actually go to the hearings on legislation that could
come before him! Of course this would require him to be actually
doing his job and we may be asking too much of him! Once again
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there were procedural attempts to adjourn the House and table the
legislation, each of which was voted down, until finally it was
inescapable that a vote on final passage would have to be taken.
That vote, my friends, was 159 to 38 and as another FOAC
member reported to me a cheer went up through the House of
Representatives.

Our Castle Doctrine legislation, House Bill 40, now moves to
the Senate for their consideration and this is where you can have
an immediate and profound impact. If you support this legislation
then you may want to contact all members of the Senate Judiciary
Committee including the Senate Judiciary committee chairman
Sen. Greenleaf. You can then focus on Senators Scarnati, Pileggi,
and your own senator. The message is simple-pass House Bill 40
out of the Senate Judiciary Committee and move it to the floor
for a final vote without any amendments or motions that would
tie it down. Essentially what we want is a clean piece of
legislation put on the governor's desk for his consideration.

On behalf of all the activists who have spent so much time
encouraging the support and passage of this legislation I want to
thank each of you for all of your efforts. Please help move this
legislation past the finish line. The life that is saved down the line
may be your own or a family member!

Guest Columnist:

PA Instant Check System—
Whom DOES It Serve?

By Rob Wolsky
The exercise of a Constitutional right by a law abiding

citizen should not require explanation or instigate an
investigation.

As a long time firearms enthusiast and shooting sports
competitor I have been compelled to submit my fingerprints and
to undergo a background check by three states – New York, New
Jersey, and Pennsylvania. In addition, I hold a collector’s Federal
Firearms License.

In the exercise of my rights, I have earned national rankings
in several shooting sports disciplines. Like many of my peers, I
enjoy the opportunity to challenge myself in the company of like
minded sportsmen and women.

Given all of the above, one could logically reach the
conclusion that a person with my background and credentials
would not have anything to fear from a fair and equitable system
designed to prevent the lawless from obtaining firearms.
Unfortunately, the reality of the situation is that I have never
purchased a firearm under the current Pennsylvania system
without undue delays. In every case, without exception, the
“instant” background check has lasted more than fifteen minutes,
in several cases up to an hour. In February 2009 in Philadelphia,
the store owner was put on hold for almost an hour, and then told
I had been deferred until “tomorrow”. Three hours later he
received a return call with approval of the purchase but I had
already returned to my home over two hours away.

In many documented cases the Pennsylvania State Police
have referred to the sales record database as “the registration
database”. Clearly, the individual transactions are searchable and
can identify the purchaser and firearm. When it serves the agenda

of denying an individual the opportunity to purchase or retain
ownership of a firearm, the system operates as a wealth of
information with rapid response. Contrast this with my
experience, where each and every transaction is a new
opportunity to experience a delay. It is not a leap of logic to
conclude that the system works best when creating a barrier to
ownership.

Taken individually, my experiences could best be
categorized as inconvenient, but collectively they reinforce this
pattern. There are reams of documentation that reinforce my legal
status concerning firearms. I have bought and sold many firearms
in the last ten years. Somehow, this information does not translate
into a smooth purchasing experience. After dozens of delays, I
have never gotten any feedback about the nature of the holdup.
The system is completely obtuse, and there is no recourse for me
to understand the nature of the “problem” or to take steps to
permanently clarify that I am not a prohibited person.

In the final analysis, given the multi-million dollar system
budget, that is most the inexcusable side effect of the current
system. It seems that no effort is made to improve the buying
experience. Outages are common and often unannounced and
lengthy. By contrast consider the local supermarket, drugstore, or
video rental place. They keep accurate records with a fraction of
the budget and constantly strive to outdo each other in terms of
customer benefits. Imagine the reaction of the customers in any
local business if they were sent away at the point of purchase and
told to come back tomorrow! Should one of these private
enterprises make unlawful use of customer data, the reprisals are
swift and assured and often carry stiff civil penalties.

We should expect no less of a legislated service provider that
is funded by taxpayer dollars. The fact that the Pennsylvania
State Police have an authoritarian viewpoint and see their role as
the gatekeeper notwithstanding, they work for us.

Finally, we must consider that an alternative is available
at no cost to the taxpayer – the Federal NICS system.

Sincerely,
Rob Wolsky

US Magistrate Recommends Dismissing
States' Gun Suit

A group of states seeking freedom from federal gun
laws were dealt a blow on Sept. 1 when a federal
magistrate recommended dismissal of a lawsuit launched
by gun rights advocates who argue Congress has
overstepped its bounds with gun control, The Associated
Press reported from Helena, MT.

The magistrate sided with the US Department of
Justice, which says courts have already decided that
Congress can set standards on such items as guns through
its power to regulate interstate commerce. The
recommendation now goes to the federal judge in Missoula
hearing the case—and even gun rights advocates
recognized it is likely he will side with the magistrate.

The issue was launched last year with "firearm
freedoms act" laws backed by gun advocates in Montana
and led to a lawsuit filed by gun advocates, including the
Second Amendment Foundation, with the backing of the
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states of Montana, Utah, Alabama, Idaho, South Carolina,
South Dakota, Wyoming and West Virginia.

The states argue they should decide which rules, if any,
would control the sale and purchase of guns made inside
their borders. They say the Tenth 'Amendment to the
Constitution assures that the federal government only has
those powers that are specifically given to it by the U.S.
Constitution.

Federal magistrate Jeremiah Lynch beat back that
argument in his recommendation dated Aug. 31.

"Because federal firearms laws are a valid exercise of
Congress' power under the Commerce Clause as applied to
the intrastate activities contemplated by the act, there is no
10th Amendment violation in this case," Lynch wrote.

Lynch also challenged the standing of Gary Marbut and
his Montana Shooting Sports Association (MSSA) to file
the lawsuit in the first place.

Gun control advocates, like the Brady Center to Prevent
Gun Violence, hailed the magistrate's initial ruling since
they had supported the federal government's position.

Marbut said he is not surprised by the magistrate's
recommendation, and believes it is likely that Federal
Judge Donald Molloy will agree with his magistrate.

"We have assumed all along that we would likely get
dismissed at the district court," Gary Marbut, president of
MSSA, told KECI-TV in Missoula. "We only have to win
at the United States Supreme Court, and we can lose all the
way up to the United States Supreme Court."

In reporting on Lynch's recommendation,
WorldNetDaily said that when Wyoming joined the states
with self-declared exemptions from federal gun regulation
for guns made, sold and kept in their state of origin,
officials there took the unusual step of including penalties
for any agent of the US who "enforces or attempts to
enforce" federal gun rules on a "personal firearm."

The costs could be up to two years in prison and $2,000
in fines for an offender. The New GUN WEEK, October 1,
2010

WI Man Sues Over Open Carry Arrest In
Front Yard

A West Allis, WI, man has filed a federal lawsuit
against the city police department over his arrest in 2008,
in his own front yard, for openly-carrying a handgun,
which the state attorney general subsequently reminded
police is perfectly legal.

Brad Krause was working in his yard in August 2008
when police were summoned by a neighbor, according to
the Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel. Two police officers re-
sponded, approached Krause with drawn guns, disarmed
him and put him in handcuffs, the lawsuit alleges. He was
subsequently taken to the police station, booked and later
released after posting $300 bail.

At the time, according to the lawsuit, Krause tried to
explain to the officers and a supervisor that openly
carrying a handgun is legal in Wisconsin. Krause was later
found not guilty of disorderly conduct by a Municipal
Court judge. It was after that trial in February 2009 that
Attorney General JB Van Hollen sent a memorandum to
police agencies in the state reminding them that open carry
is legal.

However, Milwaukee Police Chief, in April of last year,
declared that his officers would continue stopping people
who openly carry—which is the only legal way to carry a
loaded handgun in the state because Wisconsin has no
concealed carry statute—and "put them on the ground, take
the gun away and then decide whether (they) have a right
to carry it."

Krause's lawsuit names three police officers, the police
department and the city as defendants, the newspaper said.

After he was cleared by the judge, the newspaper
reported, Krause was being interviewed by television
reporters about Van Hollen's memorandum on April 21.
Two police cars reportedly drove up, officers got out and
began questioning Krause. In his lawsuit, he asserts that
one of the officers told him quietly that had it not been for
the presence of the reporters, he would have been "taken to
the ground at gunpoint, disarmed, and possibly arrested."

There are two other federal lawsuits reportedly filed in
Milwaukee seeking to prevent police from confronting
citizens who are peacefully open carrying. The New GUN
WEEK, October 1, 2010

The Myth Of A Crime-Free Europe: Violent
Crime Causes Reappraisal

by Don. B. Kates
For decades anti-gun advocates tried to fool Americans

into thinking that stringent European gun control had
produced very low violent crime rates. In fact, any
observant American traveler could see that this was false.
More than a decade ago my visits to Europe spotlighted the
visible signs of crime's impact on European society:
Passing a Venice jewelry store last week I saw a security
guard standing outside with not just a holstered revolver
but a submachine gun....In France, Italy and the Czech
Republic cops never patrol singly. Patrols of only two
officers are unusual while patrols of as many as four to six
officers are routine....

Every four or five blocks in major cities you will find a
cambio, i.e., a money changing office. And all cambios,
large and small alike, feature bullet proof enclosures in
which the cashiers sit.

Spanish, Italian and French banks are the same, only
moreso. One design I observed made it impossible to enter
the bank except through two successive bullet-proof doors.
To get in the outer door you must be buzzed in. At that
point you face the second bullet-proof door. Before it can
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open, the outer door must close and lock. Even if the bank
personnel wanted to admit a group of people, no more than
two or three adults could crowd together inside the outer
door. So there is no way for a gang to enter. Once inside
you find the normal array of bank officers and other
employees—except for the tellers. The tellers are all
ensconced in a separate bullet-proof enclosure.

Moreover robbers have no way to make the bank
personnel let them out. The personnel literally cannot do it.
The double door entrance-exits never open together.
Remember, neither door can be buzzed open unless the
other is closed. The robbers can force the bank personnel
to open the inner door, but they cannot be buzzed through
the outer door until the inner has closed behind them. At
that point they have no way to force the personnel to open
the outer door. They are trapped between the bullet-proof
doors to wait there until the police arrive.

These precautions (the like of which I have never seen
in America) prove the prevalence of violent crime in
Europe. Since WWII crime has grown enormously, though
unevenly, in nearly all developed nations. This persisted—
perhaps even accelerated—despite increasingly severe gun
bans, and anti-self defense laws and court decisions.

Decades of uncontrolled crime have led many in
Europe to a political backlash which is chronicled in a
paper law professor Renee Lerner delivered at a 2005
symposium I honchoed at George Mason University Law
School. She writes: "England finds itself in the position of
having one of highest crime rates in the industrialized
world (twice the US rate)—with especially astronomical
burglary rates—combined with the strictest gun control
regime. Under these circumstances England was ripe for a
cause celebre, and it surely has one in the case of Tony
Martin ... a farmer who fired his unlicensed shotgun at two
would-be burglars, killing one and wounding the other. He
was ultimately convicted of manslaughter, and the
surviving burglar (financed by the government) is now
suing Martin for civil damages."

Such things happen all too often in England. On March
23, 2004 a Scots newspaper article reported: "A man who
stabbed to death an armed intruder at his home was jailed
for eight years today. Carl Lindsay, 25, answered a knock
at his door in Salford, Greater Manchester, to find four
men armed with a gun. When the gang tried to rob him he
grabbed a samurai sword and stabbed one of them, 37-
year-old Stephen Swindells, four times. Mr. Swindells, of
Safford, was later found collapsed in an alley and died in
hospital.

"Lindsay, of Walkden, was found guilty of
manslaughter following a three-week trial at Manchester
Crown Court. He was sentenced to eight years imprison-
ment." This was not as harsh as it might seem. It turns out
that Lindsay was not an innocent victim, but rather was a
drug dealer whom the intruders were trying to rip off. The
surviving three robbers each got 14 years.

"After the case, Detective Chief Inspector Sam
Haworth said: 'Four men, including the victim, had set out
purposefully to rob Carl Lindsay and this intent ultimately
led to Stephen Swindells' death. I believe the sentences
passed today reflect the severity of the circumstances."

Popular anger against the vast increase in violent crime
over the past few decades was epitomized when a BBC
radio program asked listeners to suggest new laws "to
improve life in Britain." To the media's (and politicians')
horror, voters from all over England championed a law
(now called "Tony Martin's law") allowing people to use
"any means to defend their home from intruders."

Labor Party (i.e., liberal) Prime Minister "Tony Blair
said he would support changing the law to give people in
their homes and shops more rights to protect themselves."
But all the Blair government did was provide that injured
burglars may not recover damages against householders
who injured them unless the householder used "grossly
disproportionate" force.

The opposition Conservative Party seeks to extend this
to criminal prosecutions, meaning that a householder
cannot be prosecuted unless he used "grossly
disproportionate" force in resisting burglary.

Prof. Lerner notes that in Belgium "right-leaning parties
have campaigned steadily for" adopting "Dutch (and
Gerthan) law." In those nations, a householder who kills a
burglar may have no criminal penalty even if he did use
more force than was strictly necessary. Acquittal may be
based on showing that he was terrified by a situation of
sudden peril. "According to (these) reformers 'every right-
thinking person understands that it is not easy for someone
confronted by an immediate illegal attack to do a rational
evaluation of what' force is or is not excessive. As the
proposed law puts it: "One who exceeds the limits of
legitimate defense is not punishable if the excess was the
immediate consequence of a violent emotion caused by the
attack." (Prof. Lerner's translation.)

Note that this law is more liberal toward victim use of
force than American law is. French, Dutch, etc. law allows
a victim to kill because of bare (i.e. unreasonable) fear or
outrage at the crime. In the US that would be called
"vigilanteism" and would be punishable as manslaughter.

Another proposed reform would have Belgium follow
France, Germany, and Holland in allowing deadly force to
be used to prevent not just attacks on the person but also
violent theft. This proposal is fueled by public indignation
over convictions of victims for killing criminals. In one
"famous incident in September, 1999, a jeweler in Flanders
fired on thieves who were running away and killed one. He
was convicted of murder. Two other cause celebres also
involved Belgian jewelers, both of whom were victims of
ram-raiding, the practice of using a truck or van to run
through a shop window to steal goods. The jeweler
Tybergiem, from Harelbeke, was found guilty of
manslaughter. Although he was given no criminal
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sentence, he had to pay the costs of the proceedings and
even damages and interest to the thief's next of kin The
jeweler Moortgat from Alost was acquitted in the (trial)
court on the basis of self defense. Public indignation in the
case stemmed from the prosecutor's appeal from the
judgment causing Moortgat and his family to live in `great
uncertainty' for a year until the appellate court pronounced
acquittal."

As this is written new laws giving householders more
self-defense rights are still being pushed in England and
Belgium. Such a law was enacted in Italy and went into
effect early in 2006. The New GUN WEEK, September 15,
2010

Poll finds 62% of US voters want judges
elected

An overwhelming majority of US voters believe that
judges should be elected rather than appointed, according
to a new Rasmussen Reports survey.

The Rasmussen results came out at the end of August, a
day before the Los Angeles Times report that a politicized
appointment process has left 1 in 8 federal judgeships
vacant across the country. The lag in appointments is
taking a serious toll on justice, The Times quotes legal
scholars as saying.

Rasmussen, which discovered that 62% of the voters
favor electing judges during a national telephone survey of
1,000 likely voters on Aug. 26 and 27, explained the
finding by tying it to the fact that 53% believe judges have
their own political agendas.

Almost 40% of voters say most judges in the country
are too liberal, the survey found, according to
Newsmax.com, while 18% believe most judges are too
conservative and 31% believe the judges are about right
ideologically.

Only 29% believe that judges generally remain
impartial, the survey found. Republicans and unaffiliated
voters overwhelmingly believe that most judges have their
own agendas. Democrats are evenly divided.

The findings also are consistent with a broader theme
echoing through the political environment: Many people
believe that government officials simply are not listening
to the voters, Rasmussen's analysis says.

A plurality of liberal and moderate voters say most
judges are about right, but 65% of conservatives say most
judges are too liberal.

These numbers show that voters view most judges as a
bit more liberal than the Supreme Court, Rasmussen says.
Just 33% believe the Supreme Court is too liberal, while
27% say it's too conservative.

As for the federal vacancies, The Times noted that
Democrats accuse Republicans of blocking appointments,
while Republicans blame the Obama administration for

lagging in appointments. The New GUN WEEK, October 1,
2010

Anti-Gun Mayors' Group's Paper
Rehashes Guns To Mexico Claim

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor

One week before the Senate Judiciary Committee held
a hearing on proposed legislation to "reform" practices at
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives
(ATF), the Mayors Against Illegal Guns (MAIG) issued a
"brief' on the Movement of Illegal Guns Across the US-
Mexico border.

The five-page report relied heavily "on previously
unreleased trace data" from the ATF that asserts four of
every ten US-origin guns recovered by Mexican authorities
in the on-going bloody drug cartel war between 2006 and
2009 were originally sold by firearms retailers in Texas.
One-third of the remaining guns came from three states,
Arizona, California and New Mexico.

MAIG claims in its report that "US guns contribute to
the violence" in Mexico and it resurrects the allegation that
90% of Mexican "crime gunk" submitted for tracing came
from gun dealers in this country However, that assertion is
easily misunderstood—and has been—to mean that fully
90% of all guns recovered in Mexican crime come from
north of the border.

As early as spring 2009, gun rights activists challenged
that assertion, noting that guns submitted for traces do not
account for all of the firearms Mexican authorities are
recovering during criminal investigations. Last year, Fox
News investigated the gun trafficking and found that less
than half of all the recovered guns had been submitted for
tracing to the BATF by Mexican authorities. Of those
guns, 90% were found to have come from this country.

Using data from March of this year, this new MAIG
report says that from 2006 to 2009, "nearly 19,000 traced
crime guns were originally sold in the US and recovered
and traced to Mexican crimes."

"The raw numbers of these guns increased from 1,200
guns in 2006 to 5,194 guns in 2009, and the 2009 total is
expected to increase as Mexico continues to submit
recently recovered crime guns for tracing."

The report also says that "Three out of four crime guns
recovered in Mexican crimes and submitted for tracing
were originally sold in a Southwest border state."

Still, the wording of this allegation can be misleading
because it stipulates that this total is for guns "submitted
for tracing".

Of particular interest, the report said Illinois was the
source of 84 Mexican crime guns last year, and from 2006
through 2008, Washington state was the source of 241
recovered firearms in Mexico. Illinois still has the
Evergreen State beat, as 244 guns were traced to Illinois
from Mexico from 2006 through 2008.
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There is a not-so-subliminal pitch for stronger gun laws
and enforcement in the MAIG report, which states, "These
differences in exports rates to Mexico among the four
border states may reflect differences In the way those
states regulate guns: California, which has the lowest
export rate, has adopted several regulations that Arizona,
New Mexico and Texas have not. ATF agents have said
that Arizona's and Texas' laws make it easy to buy guns for
smuggling to the cartels, while California's do not."

California requires background checks for all handgun
sales at gun shows, it requires purchase permits in advance
of handgun sales, it allows local jurisdictions to regulate
firearms, and it allows inspection of gun dealers, according
to the MAIG report. The group says California has four of
the five recommended types of gun laws that are designed
to stem the rates “at which a state exported crime guns to
other states.”

"Illegal guns and their accompanying violence
devastate communities across our country, now we know
more about how guns purchased here have helped sustain
violent drug wars in Mexico," said anti-gun New York
Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg in a press release. "I hope
this report from Mayors Against Illegal Guns is a wake up
call for policy makers—it is too easy for criminals and
traffickers to get guns."

"Last month President Obama and Congress authorized
$37 million to ATF trafficking operations on the
Southwest Border, following through on a recom-
mendation from Mayors Against Illegal Guns," added
Boston Mayor Thomas M. Merino, a co-founder and co-
chair of the MAIG. "That's an important step, but the
Administration and Congress needs to do more: like giving
ATF the resources to meet its dealer inspection goals and
finally closing the gun show loophole that fuels illegal
trafficking within the United States and into Mexico."

MAIG boasts more than 500 members. The New
GUN WEEK, October 1, 2010

California Gunowners Dodge Anti-Gun
Bullets

by Gun Week staff

California gun rights advocates cheered as three
proposed new gun and ammunition laws died in the state
legislature on Aug. 31, according to the Redding Record
Searchlight.

The legislative efforts to ban open carry of unloaded
firearms in public places in California, to require
registration of all newly purchased rifles and shotguns, and
to expand the state's 2009 law requiring registration of
ammunition purchases died when the state Assembly clock
ran out at the end of the session.

AB-1934, the bill to ban open carry sponsored by anti-
gun Assemblywoman Lori Saldana (D-San Diego), never
got a vote according to the Sacramento Bee. She

complained that party leadership was "disorganized" and
that they "didn't take control."

Open carry of unloaded handguns became an issue
earlier this year when gun rights activists began showing
up at coffee shops in the San Francisco area. A controversy
erupted when local anti-gunners and the Brady Campaign
to Prevent Gun Violence began pushing coffee shop
owners, including the national Starbucks chain, to ban
armed citizens from their premises.

In return, Starbucks announced that it would continue
serving all clients and stick with state laws when it comes
to dealing with armed coffee drinkers. In reaction, gun
prohibitionists began demonstrating against Starbucks and
even showed up at the company's annual stockholders'
meeting in Seattle.

AB-1934 had fallen one vote shy of passage in the state
Senate on Aug. 30, but had passed by one vote-21-16—
when the Senate voted again the following day.

AB-1810, legislation authored by Mike Feuer (D-Los
Angeles) that would have established a long-gun registry,
died in the state senate.

That bill would have established a registration system,
similar to the one currently in place for handguns, for all
newly-acquired long guns. Under AB-1810, the make,
model and serial number of the firearm as well as the
identifying information of the purchaser would have been
recorded and kept on file by the California Attorney
General's office.

AB-2358, authored by Kevin De Leon, D-Los Angeles,
sponsored by legislation that would have further expanded
the already burdensome and onerous ammunition
registration laws, was also defeated. It was intended to
"clean-up" and address problems encountered with the
passage of

AB-962 in 2009.
AB2358 would have forced licensed state ammunition

retailers to obtain a special local license to operate in their
municipalities. These retailers would also have been
required to notify sheriffs and their local chief of police
before conducting business within their jurisdiction.
Moreover, this bill mandated that ammunition retailers
submit sales records to local law enforcement agencies,
allowing them to maintain those records indefinitely.

The National Rifle Association noted that AB-2358
had been recently amended to include common rifle
ammunition like .223 and 7.62 x 39.

Also fizzling out was legislation that would have
mandated the spaying and neutering of domesticated
animals, which would have adversely affected breeders of
hunting dogs, was similarly voted down.

Saldana will not be back to push the legislation. She
is term-limited out of office at the end of this year,
according to The Bee. But she didn't go quietly.

With one minute to go before midnight and the end of
the session, Saldana said she asked Democratic leaders to
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take a roll-call vote on AB-1934. "They just stood there
like deer in a headlight," she said, according to The
Sacramento Bee. The New GUN WEEK, October 1, 2010

NC Gun Activists Fight Prescription Access
By Sheriffs

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor

Gunowners in North Carolina are furious over a
proposal by the state sheriff's association to open up state
computer records to law enforcement in hopes of revealing
the names of citizens who have prescriptions for certain
painkilling drugs.

According to the Raleigh News and Observer, the
sheriffs floated the idea in early September, but quick
opposition sprang up not only from gunowners but from
patient rights advocates who argue this is a violation of
medical privacy rights.

Grass Roots North Carolina (GRNC) President Paul
Valone told Gun Week via e-mail that, "The scheme by the
NC Sheriffs' Association to track anyone using a
controlled substance will impact up to 30% of lawful
North Carolinians with prescriptions for things as common
as Ambien."

He expressed concerns that if law enforcement agencies
got hold of that information, it could lead to the denial of
concealed carry permits to people who are legally qualified
to have them.

"If passed," he said, "it is inevitable that sheriffs will
misinterpret statutes and deny concealed handgun permits
to qualified applicants. Our organization will vociferously
oppose any version of this proposal."

GRNC is currently involved in a lawsuit with the
Second Amendment Foundation that seeks to enjoin state
officials from implementing gun prohibition language in
the state's emergency powers act.

According to the Raleigh newspaper, an estimated 30%
of North Carolina residents have prescriptions for at least
one controlled substance, including OxyContin. Some 2.5
million prescriptions were filled during the first six months
of 2010, for various drugs.

But sheriffs told members of a health care committee of
the legislature that allowing law enforcement access to
those computer files would allow lawmen to "go after
those who are abusing the system."

But in an open letter to its members, GRNC asserted
that, "Allowing sheriffs' offices and other law enforcement
officials to use the state's computerized list would vastly
widen the circle of people with access to information on
prescriptions written for millions of people. As it stands
now, doctors and pharmacists are the main users.

"Just as in the past when they have wanted such things
as your DNA," the GRNC alert continued, "the North
Carolina Sheriffs' Association (NCSA) now wants access
to your prescriptions. Feigning the need to know about

your prescriptions in order to monitor for prescription drug
abuse and the belief that this in some way will help them
prevent overdoses, the NCSA is asking the...General
Assembly for access to the list of anyone prescribed a
controlled substance."

GRNC asks its members to contact state lawmakers.
The group warns gunowners, "Do you want to risk having
your gun rights denied for having taken Ambien? This
could happen if your sheriff is provided with this
unparalleled fishing expedition." The New GUN WEEK,
October 1, 2010

Daley To Retire, Emanuel Seen Likely
Successor

Chicago Mayor Richard M. Daley's surprise
announcement that he would not seek a seventh term in
2011 immediately set off speculation that White House
chief of staff Rahm Emanuel, a former Illinois
congressman, would enter the race, according to The
Washington Post and other media.

"In the end, this was a personal decision, no more, no
less," Daley said in Chicago on Sept. 7. "I've been thinking
about this for the last several months...It just feels right."

Emanuel, in a statement released later the same
afternoon, made no mention of his interest (or lack thereof)
in the job.

"While Mayor Daley surprised me today with his
decision to not run for reelection, I have never been
surprised by his leadership, dedication and tireless work on
behalf of the city and the people of Chicago," said
Emanuel, according to The Post.

A senior Obama Administration official said Emanuel
is likely to run for the post. "I'd be shocked if he doesn't
run," the official said.

An Emanuel friend said that "I can't imagine this is
something he would pass on," adding: "It's always been a
dream job for him (but) he was convinced it would be
further down the road."

Emanuel, who held a Chicago-area Congressional
district prior to being named to his current post in late
2008, has long had designs on the mayor's office.

"I would like to run for the mayor of the city of
Chicago," Emanuel told talk show host Charlie Rose in
April. "That has always been an aspiration of mine even
when I was in the House of Representatives."

The Post noted that if Emanuel ran, he would be the
clear frontrunner although almost certainly wouldn't have
the field entirely to himself.

Among the serious names mentioned as other mayoral
aspirants were: Cook County Sheriff Tom Dart; state
Attorney General Lisa Madigan; Cook County
Commissioner Forrest Claypool; Cook County Assessor
Jim Houlihan; 2004 Senate candidate Gery Chico, plus US
Reps. Mike Quigley, Luis Gutierrez and Jesse Jackson Jr.
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Other media commentators suggested that if Emanuel
left his White House job he might trigger a host of other
Obama staff changes. The New GUN WEEK, October 1,
2010

Kansas town wants ATF to cancel 10 home-
sale FFLs

The issue of required proof of meeting zoning and other
local business permit requirements for obtaining or
retaining a federal firearms license is in the news again in
Kansas 16 years after passage of the Brady Act.

City officials in Salina, KS, are working with federal
authorities to determine how 10 residents received federal
gun licenses (*FFLs) without city approval, according to
the city's newspaper.

Salina officials are pushing the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) to take away the
licenses of the 10 residents who they say are selling or
repairing guns out of their homes without city approval.

Dean Andrew, Salina's planning and zoning
administrator, told The Salina Journal that the city wants
to have firearm dealers only in commercial locations.

Tabre Perez, who was trying to open a home-based
Internet business selling guns, gave Andrew a list of 10
people in Salina who had FFLs, similar to the one he was
trying to receive.

To get the federal license, Perez needed the city permit,
and his application was denied by the Board of Zoning
Appeals.

"We were caught off guard by the list of people who
have them," Andrew said. "It was our belief that if they
didn't get a (city) permit, the ATF wouldn't issue a
license."

He said the ATF's office in Kansas City is investigating
to see if each person who has a federal firearm license also
has a city permit.

Rita Womack, area supervisor for the ATF industry
operations, said ATF issues federal licenses based on
certain requirements.

"They must have no criminal violations and we require
the applicant meet all local and state laws and regulations,"
Womack said.

Andrew said he has denied several permits and the city
knows of only two people who had city permits for gun-
smithing. He said he felt uncomfortable approving a permit
for Perez because of a lack of regulation and safety
concerns.

Salina attorney John Reynolds, a Saline County
commissioner and gun enthusiast, said he believes the city
has no right to take away the federal licenses. However,
after the Brady law was enacted, many people who had
home or garage based gun businesses had their FFLs
revoked or not renewed. The New GUN WEEK, October 1,
2010

IL Dog Shooter Sentenced
A Lake County, IL, man who used a rifle equipped with

a telescopic sight to gun down an abandoned dog was
sentenced in August to 20 months in prison, according to
the Chicago Sun Times.

The prison term comes after 57-year-old Elvin Dooley
was convicted of felony animal cruelty for killing the
small, black dog last Jan. 26 when it strayed onto his land
from a nearby animal shelter.

Lake County prosecutors sought a prison time for
Dooley, arguing the Grayslake area man—a felon barred
from owning a firearm—deliberately killed the dog using a
weapon he wasn't even supposed to possess.

Judge James Booras agreed, imposing the prison term
over the objections of Dooley's attorneys, who had sought
probation, arguing that Dooley accidentally shot the
animal.

Dooley, who still faces felony weapons charges for
allegedly owning nearly 20 guns, offered a brief apology
before he was ordered to prison. The New GUN WEEK,
October 1, 2010

Need To Look Behind Them
From the "How Stupid Is That?" file comes the story of

would-be bank robber Lois J. Harvey of Columbus, OH,
who pleaded guilty recently in relation to an almost-bank
heist she tried to pull back in May.

According to the Columbus Dispatch, Harvey strolled
into a Chase Bank branch on May 5 with a note for the
teller explaining that she was robbing the place. The 41-
year-old Harvey failed to do one very important thing
before she handed the note to the teller, however. She
didn't look around the bank to see who else was there,
especially standing behind her in line.

Can you say "Oops?" That's probably what she was
thinking when she saw that off-duty Columbus cop.
Harvey beat feet outside, trying to eat the robbery note, but
when the officer caught up to her, she spit it out.

The newspaper said her attorney asked for a
psychological evaluation to determine whether his client
was competent to stand trial. Perhaps what she needed was
a trip to the optometrist. The New GUN WEEK, October 1,
2010

Hiker Blasts Self In Buttocks
From the "Don't Take This One Sitting Down" file

comes the story out of Wenatchee, WA, about an
unidentified hiker who—for whatever reason only the gods
know—decided to take his semiautomatic pistol out of its
holster and stuff it in his hip pocket.

You saw it coming; our mystery fellow shot himself in
the bottom with his .40-caliber pistol. The bullet also hit
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him in the leg near the knee, according to the Wenatchee
World.

The incident happened Aug. 28 near Blewett Pass in the
Central Washington Cascades about 35 miles southwest
from Wenatchee. The 52-year-old man, from Snohomish,
apparently was trying for a more comfortable carry
position, but it does "not appear he found one. The New
GUN WEEK, October 1, 2010

Pastor Fatally Shot By Police
A Spokane Valley, WA, pastor and nursery operator

was fatally shot by a local police officer in a bizarre case
that may have far-reaching implications.

Pastor W. Scott Creach, 74, owned a business called the
Plant 'Farm, and prior to the shooting, increased police
patrols had been requested at the nursery because of
apparent theft problems. Creach was shot at about
midnight Aug. 25 when he went outside to investigate a car
parked in the nursery parking lot. He was apparently armed
with a handgun, according to the Spokane Spokesman-
Review.

Creach lived next to the nursery. The car was an
unmarked police car and when Creach approached, there
was some type of "confrontation," the newspaper said.
Investigators found a handgun lying on the ground next to
Creach's body.

Spokane police were investigating the shooting,
because the Spokane Valley Police Department is staffed
by Spokane County Sheriff's deputies, the newspaper
explained.

Creach was pastor at a Southern Baptist church for
about 40 years. He was known as "Pastor Scott." The New
GUN WEEK, October 1, 2010

Gun V. Knife: Gun Wins Again
From the "Don't Take a Knife to a Gunfight" file comes

the story of a 62-year-old would-be burglar who was
facing charges in Knox County, TN, after being plugged in
the chest by a homeowner.

According to the Knoxville News-Sentinel, the suspect
in this case, identified as Jerry Bible, was taken to the
University of Tennessee Medical Center with a bullet
wound. It was all he had to show for trying to rip off a man
named Daniel Kiser.

The newspaper said Bible lunged at Kiser outside of
Kiser's barn, and it was just his bad luck that the
homeowner had the foresight to grab his Beretta 9mm
pistol before going out to investigate what set off the
motion alarm at about 11 p.m. Sept. 8. Kiser found an open
gate and when he went to check it out, Bible appeared with
a knife in his hand.

Knox County Sheriff's deputies reportedly found the
knife lying under a machine near where Bible hit the
ground. The New GUN WEEK, October 1, 2010

Right To Keep And Bear Arms Transcends
Political Parties

by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor

In the heat of debate about the right to keep and bear
arms, people often tag the anti-gunners with political
labels, which really have little relevance to the public
policy debate. There is a tendency to link the antis with
political and philosophical labels, which really don't mean
much and certainly don't help win friends and influence.

Some might believe that the Republican Party is pro-
gun and the Democratic Party is anti-gun. The truth is that
there are anti-gunners and pro-gunners in both parties, no
matter how they massage their party platforms.

Registered Republicans can't claim purity on the issue
of the right to keep and bear arms with a

history of anti-gun GOP politicians such as the late
Nelson Rockefeller and Jacobs Javits, as well as current
anti-gunners like Sen. George Voinovich and ex-Senn
Michael DeWine, both of Ohio, to name a few.

Democrats certainly have a number of leading anti-
gunners in their ranks, including Sens. Charles Schumer
(NY), and the California twins Dianne Feinstein and
Barbara Boxer.

Regardless of party affiliation, most anti-gunners are
purely elitists who think they should govern the way the
rest of the population lives. As an example, I offer
billionaire New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg,
whose party affiliation has changed three times, from
Democrat to Republican to Independent. Bloomberg has
been an elitist in every one of his political incarnations.

And you can't really accuse the anti-gunners of being
socialists, because there are actually pro-gun socialists and
even Marxists.

Some years ago Gun Week reprinted an early 20th
century pro-gun op ed column in a New York City
newspaper by the leading American Socialist Party leader
in opposition to the passage of the Sullivan Act in New
York State.

All of which is why I was not surprised in March 2009
when 65 Democrats in the House of Representatives sent
the new Obama Attorney General Eric Holder a letter
telling him to forget about his initiative to reinstate the
federal "Assault Weapon" ban enacted under the last
Democrat President Bill Clinton.

"Now we know there are 65 pro-gun Democrats," said
Rep. Mike Ross (D-AR), who led the letter writers. "When
you add up all the pro-gun Republicans and the pro-gun
Democrats, that or any other anti-gun legislation is DOA."
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Well, Ross and his cohorts are not alone. There are at
least nine, and probably more "liberal" or "progressive"
organizations of pro-gun Democrats who are standing
behind the stalwart 65 House Democrats, and this will be
the first of two columns I will devote to telling about them.

They have different agendas, but they agree on
safeguarding the Second Amendment and the right to keep
and bear arms.

These groups are, in alphabetical order: Amendment II
Democrats; American Gun Culture Report;

Armed Liberals; Blue Steel Democrats (aka Gun
Owners Caucus of the Democratic Party of Oregon);
Democrats for Gun Ownership Political Action
Committee; Gun Loving Liberals; Gun Toting Liberals;
Pink Pistols; Pro Gun Progressives, and RSSK-- Reed
Shooting Sports Kolectiv, at Reed College in Oregon.

No discussion of the left-wing gun movement could be
complete without mentioning a leader like Charles H.
Butcher III, wrote the original gun rights resolution 2005-
2008, passed by the Democratic Party of Oregon's central
committee that declares gun ownership to be an individual
right.

Butcher's resolution reads:
WHEREAS, the Democratic Party has long been

dedicated to the preservation of civil liberties; and
WHEREAS, the Democratic Party has long been

dedicated to the preservation of freedom and social justice;
NOW, THEREFORE, THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY

OF OREGON RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1. To recognize and support the right to keep

and bear arms in Article 1 Section 27 of the Oregon State
Constitution and the Second Amendment of the
Constitution of the United States of America as an
individual right not granted by the government, but rather
guaranteed by the government.

Section 2. In recognition of the tremendous personal
responsibility engendered by the right to keep and bear
arms, the Democratic Party of Oregon further advocates
severe penalties and their enforcement for criminal use or
misuse of the right.

Chuck Butcher's resolution was adopted by the
Democratic Party of Oregon (DPO) on the 16th day of
July, 2005. It is still in force, and as I understand, is being
used by pro-gun Democrats in other states as a model they
would like their state parties to adopt.

Reference to this resolution is still found on the DPO's
website, which also includes a community page for the
Gun Owners Caucus (dpo.org/communities/ gun-owners)
which the state party set up. That link, also includes details
the role of the Gun Owners Caucus as an official arm of
the Democratic Party of Oregon, and predates many
outreach activities, including taking anti-gun or fence-
sitting Democratic candidates down to the gun range,
usually with the desired outcome of getting them hooked.

The different "left-leaning" pro-gun groups have
different purposes besides spreading the word about the
universality of the right to keep and bear arms. Some are
quite actively political while others are more educational.
And at least one has a political action committee dedicated
to electing pro-gun Democrats. One published a magazine.
Another organizes shooting opportunities, and even held a
national conference in Chicago in July 2010.

My next column will provide more information about
the activities and objectives of these left-leaning pro-gun
organizations. For now, remember that the right to keep
and bear arms transcends political parties and political
philosophies. The New GUN WEEK, October 1, 2010

Long Island Man Arrested For Defending
Home

He was arrested for protecting his property and family.
But it's how the Long Island man did it that police say
crossed the line, according to CBS 2 in New York City.

He got an AK-47 assault rifle, pulled the trigger and he
ended up in jail, reported CBS 2's Pablo Guzman on Sept.
7.

George Grier said he had to use his rifle the previous
Sunday night to stop what he thought was going to be an
invasion of his Uniondale, NY, home by a gang he thought
might have been the vicious "MS-13." He said the whole
deal happened as he was about to drive his cousin home.

"I went around and went into the house, ran upstairs
and told my wife to call the police. I get the gun and I go
outside and I come into the doorway and now, by this time,
they are in the driveway, back here near the house. I tell
them, you know, 'Can you please leave?' Grier said.

Grier said the five men dared him to use the gun; and
that their shouts brought another larger group of gang
members in front of his house.

"He starts threatening my family, my life. 'Oh you're
dead. I'm gonna kill your family and your babies. You're
dead.' So when he says that, 20 others guys come rushing
around the corner. And so I fired four warning shots into
the grass," Grier told the TV station's reporter.

Grier was later arrested. John Lewis is Grier's attorney.
"What he's initially charged with—a 'D felony' reckless

endangerment—requires a depraved indifference to human
life, creating a risk that someone's going to die. Shooting
into a lawn doesn't create a risk of anybody dying," Lewis
said.

Grier said he knew Nassau County Police employ the
hi-tech "ShotSpotter" technology in his area and that the
shooting would bring police in minutes. Cops told Guzman
he was very cooperative, according to CBS 2.

Grier also said he was afraid the gang outside his house
was the dreaded MS-13. And Nassau County Police Lt.
Andrew Mulraine, head of the gang unit, said MS-13 has
2,000 members in the county.
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"They're probably the most organized. They almost
have a military hierarchy within the gang, so they are the
most organized gang we encounter on a daily basis,"
Mulraine said.

You may think a person has the right to defend their
home. But the law says you can only use physical force to
deter physical force. Grier said he never saw anyone pull
out a gun, so a court would have to decide on firing the
gun.

Police determined Grier had the gun legally. He has no
criminal record. And so he was not charged for the
weapon.

That ShotSpotter technology pinpoints where a gun has
been fired within 35 feet. Police said it also detected two
other shootings in nearby Roosevelt that night. The New
GUN WEEK, October 1, 2010

Texan, NRA challenge 18-20-age handgun
limit

James D'Cruz of Lubbock, TX, who claims he is trained
in the proper use of handguns, is the plaintiff in a National
Rifle Association lawsuit claiming the federal ban on 18-
to-20 year-olds buying handguns is unconstitutional,
according to several news sources.

The suit claims the Second Amendment, which
guarantees the right to bear arms, doesn't specify that it
only applies to those age 21 and over. The New GUN
WEEK, October 1, 2010

CNSNews editor bashes allowing ‘watch
list' people to buy guns

The editor-in-chief of CNSNews.com has written a
blistering article about how US law allows known or
suspected terrorists to purchase firearms in this country.

In the commentary, headlined 'US Allowed Terrorists
on No-Fly List to Buy Guns," Editor Terence P. Jeffrey
complained, "The only thing stupider than allowing a
known foreign terrorist into the United States may be
allowing that terrorist to buy guns."

Gun rights organizations have criticized efforts to make
it illegal for people whose names appear on so-called
"watch lists" to be blackballed by the National Instant
Check System. Part of the reason for such opposition is
because the process for adding someone's name to a
terrorist watch list, and getting that name removed, has
remained something of a mystery.

Jeffrey quoted testimony from Eileen Larance, director
of homeland security and justice issues for the
Government Accountability Office, who told Congress that
from March 2009 through February of this year 272 NICS
checks "turned up individuals on the terrorist watch list.
All but one was for a firearms purchase. The other was for
explosives."

He lamented that "Of the 271 firearms-background
checks that revealed the prospective gun purchaser was on
the terrorist watch list, only 22 resulted in the would-be
purchaser being denied a gun. The other 249 transactions
were allowed to proceed.

Jeffrey, a one-time editorial writer for the conservative
Washington Times who once served as national campaign
manager for Pat Buchanan's second Republican
presidential campaign, said that between February 2004
through February of this year, "650 separate individuals on
the terrorist watch list went through NICS background
checks because they were trying to purchase guns or
secure a license for explosives."

"Because some made multiple transactions," he wrote,
"the total number of attempted gun or explosives
transactions involving watch-listed terrorists who
underwent FBI NICS checks during the period was 1,228."

He then complained that 91% of the transactions, a
total of 1,119 transactions, were approved.

"Daniel D. Roberts, assistant director of the FBI's
criminal justice information services division, told the
Homeland Security Committee that the FBI cannot even
necessarily stop a terrorist it has under active investigation
from purchasing a gun," Jeffrey continued. "When the
prospective gun buyer is a foreign national, they also check
his immigration status. 'If the transferee indicates that he or
she is not a US citizen then the NICS also queries the
databases of the Department of Homeland Security to
ensure that the transferee's immigration status does not
preclude them from obtaining a firearm'."

"Now, two things need to be kept in mind in light of
these facts," Jeffrey acknowledged, "1) the inalienable
individual right of law-abiding Americans to keep and bear
arms, and 2) the fact that this right exists so Americans can
defend their other rights, including their rights to life and
property, against, among others, terrorists.

"Foreign nationals who are known or reasonably
suspected to be terrorists have no moral right to carry or
purchase guns in the United States," he added. "The GAO
testimony indicating that 650 separate individuals on the
terrorist watch list had gone through firearms or explosives
NICS background checks over a six-year period did not
indicate how many of these were foreign nationals and
how many were US citizens. I asked GAO if they could
provide me with this information, but they were unable to
do so by my deadline."

Jeffrey alluded to testimony from Timothy Healy,
director of the FBI's Terrorist Screening Center, who
indicated that the "Terrorist Screening Database"
contained some 400,000 names, and that was last
December. The no-fly list is a small subset of this watch
list, and contains the names of about 3,400 people, and
about 170 of those are "US persons."

"Surely," Jeffrey concluded, "the foreign nationals on
the terror watch list, not to mention those on the no-fly list,
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can be instantly denied any opportunity to buy a gun in the
United States without violating either the letter or spirit of
the Second Amendment." The New GUN WEEK, October
1, 2010

Women In Augusta, GA, Area Arming Up
As Crime Increases

Break-ins, home invasion robberies and 22 homicides
so far in Augusta, GA, have people arming up, especially
women, according to the Augusta Chronicle.

The newspaper reported recently that quite a few
people have bought guns this year, and the spike really
occurred in the days after a local judge, Carlisle
Overstreet, fatally shot John E. Howard, Jr., during what
appears to have been a home invasion back on Aug. 20.

The owner of a local gun shop told the newspaper that
women gun shoppers have been coming through his door
on a daily basis, when the store would typically see women
less frequently. Another gun shop said women of all ages
have been buying guns.

Gun dealer Steven Fishman at Sidney's Department
Store observed, "Can you really afford to wait the five
minutes it takes for the policemen to come? Is it as easy to
carry a firearm in your pocket as it is a policeman in your
pocket?"

One local NRA-certified firearms instructor identified
as Aaron Rote told the newspaper that about 44% of his
students lately have been women.

Fishman also advises women in the Augusta area to
take martial arts training in addition to learning to shoot.
The New GUN WEEK, October 1, 2010

Alabama Newspaper Highlights State
Economic Impact Of Hunting

It's called the "Yellowhammer State" by some and the
"Heart of Dixie" by others, but Alabama might just as well
be called a boom state for hunters.

According to the Tuscaloosa News, when early hunting
season kicked off in Alabama for doves on Sept. 4, it
ignited an annual march to the forests and fields by
sportsmen and women who will spend six to eight months
enjoying the state's hunting opportunities. Deer, other
upland game, waterfowl; it all plays a huge part in the
state's economy.

The newspaper quoted data from the state Department
of Conservation and Natural Resources, which reported
that hunting injects an estimated $840 million into the
state's economy, and provides 17,500 jobs. Groups of
hunters jam restaurants and motels, and this is the time of
year when firearm and ammunition sales rocket upward,
which results in more revenue to the state's wildlife agency
from the federal Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration
Act, administered by the US Fish & Wildlife Service. That
agency annually doles out millions of dollars to state fish

and wildlife agencies; revenues generated by the sale of
guns and ammunition, and hunting-related equipment, on
which there is a dedicated federal excise tax.

Local farmers plant crops to coincide with the influx of
hunters, and local sporting goods stores are busy selling
everything from lantern and stove fuel to clothing and
boots.

In 2008, the last year for which data was available,
there were 186,000 hunting licenses sold in Alabama, and
16% of those were sold to non-resident hunters who came
largely from Florida, Louisiana and Georgia, along with
several other states. This influx of hunters from other
states helps the bottom line for motels and restaurants, gas
stations and other businesses.

One more thing the newspaper noted was that
Retirement Systems of Alabama donated air time on 43
broadcast stations to air commercials that promote outdoor
activities in the state. The New GUN WEEK, October 1,
2010

EPA Denies Lead Ammo Ban Petition
by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor
Responding to a grassroots outcry from gunowners and

the opposition from the National Rifle Association (NRA)
and National Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF), the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) on Aug. 27
announced that it has denied an early August petition by
the Center for Biological Diversity—a leading anti-hunting
organization—and other extreme groups that had sought to
ban the use of lead in ammunition and lead in fishing
sinkers.

While the EPA action heads off what could have been a
gunowner firestorm that could have damaged the already
shaky off-year election prospects of the White House and
the Democrat majorities in both houses of Congress, a
comment period will remain open until Sept. 15 on that
part of the petition which asks EPA to ban the use of lead
in fishing sinkers, This could thrust fishermen and the
industry that supplies them into a new activist role leading
up to the elections.

Agreeing with the position of the NRA and NSSF, the
agency explained in a news release that it "does not have
the legal authority to regulate this type of product under
the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA)." Further
crushing the hopes of anti-gun and anti-hunting activists,
the release added: "nor is the agency seeking such
authority."

The EPA's letter to the petitioners explaining the
rejection can be found online at epa.gov/oppticheintest/
pubs/sect21.html.

Steve Owens, EPA assistant administrator for the
Office of Chemical Safety and Pollution Prevention, issued
the statement on the agency's decision:
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"EPA today denied a petition submitted by several
outside groups for the agency to implement a ban on the
production and distribution of lead hunting ammunition.
EPA reached this decision because the agency does not
have the legal authority to regulate this type of product
under the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA)—nor is
the agency seeking such authority....

"EPA is taking action on many fronts to address major
sources of lead in our society, such as eliminating
childhood exposures to lead; however, EPA was not and is
not considering taking action on whether the lead content
in hunting ammunition poses an undue threat to wildlife.

"As there are no similar jurisdictional issues relating to
the agency's authority over fishing sinkers, EPA—as
required by law—" will formally review a second part (of)
the petition related to lead fishing sinkers.

NSSF, the trade association for the firearm and
ammunition industry, had opposed the petition by sending
EPA Administrator Jackson, who incidentally was
responsible for banning bear hunting in New Jersey, a
letter documenting why EPA has no jurisdic: tion and
outlining the damage that banning lead ammunition would
do to US industry and jobs, conservation, and law
enforcement. The NSSF estimated that more than 90% of
hunters and sport shooters use traditional lead ammunition.
If all hunters were forced to buy non-lead bullets that are
made out of metals like tungsten, bismuth, and copper
alloys, demand could easily begin to outstrip the supply
and prices would go even higher.

Although the CBD and other petitioners knew that EPA
was barred by the 1976 statute from controlling
ammunition, they were citing concerns related to
manufacture claiming that non-lead alternatives are
available. However, those alternatives to lead bullets are
more expensive. Some sources estimate that a ban on the
sale of lead ammunition would force hunters and sport
shooters to buy non-lead ammunition that is often double
the cost of traditional lead ammunition. A box of deer
hunting ammunition in a popular caliber could be upwards
of $55. The New GUN WEEK, September 15, 2010

Obama Bans Import Of Over 100,000 M-1s
From S. Korea

According to several commentators, a story in The
Korea Times reported that the Obama administration has
blocked efforts by the South Korean government to sell
over a 100,000 surplus M1 Garand rifles and M1 Carbines
into the United States market. These are self-loading arms
that were introduced in 1926 and 1941, and later supplied
to the South Korean government during its early 1950s war
with North Korea and China.

David Kopel, writing in the Volokh Conspiracy,
reminded readers that as rifles, they are especially well-
suited to community defense in an emergency, as in the

cases of community defense following Hurricane Katrina
in 2005 and Hurricane Andrew in 1992. Along with AR-15
type rifles, the M1 rifles are the quintessential firearms of
responsible citizenship, precisely the type of firearms
which civic responsibility organizations such as the
Appleseed Project teach people how to use.

According to a South Korean official, "The US insisted
that imports of the aging rifles could cause problems such
as firearm accidents. It was also worried the weapons
could be smuggled to terrorists, gangs or other people with
bad intentions."

Regarding the second objection, Kopel told readers,
any firearm lawfully imported into the US would
eventually be sold by an FFL who, pursuant to the
background check system imposed by Congress would
have to contact federal or state law enforcement to verify
that the gun buyer is not prohibited from possessing
firearms. So there is little risk Korean surplus guns falling
into the hands of gangsters or other bad people.

Kopel also dealt with the second Obama administration
objection: accidents. "But in fact," he wrote, "increasing
gun density in the United States has been associated with
steeply declining rates of gun accidents. In 1948 there were
.36 guns per person. (That is, about one gun for every three
Americans.) By 2004, there was nearly one gun for every
American. In 1948, there were 1.6 fatal gun accidents per
100,000 persons. By 2004, the rate had fallen by 86%, so
that there were .22 fatal accidents per 100,000 persons."
(For underlying data, see Appendix B of his amicus brief
in Heller, Kopel reminded his readers.)

"President Obama was elected on the promise that he
supported individual Second Amendment rights. His
administration's thwarting of the impor . of these
American-made rifles is not consistent with that promise."

Kopel later discussed the block on the import of surplus
Mls on NRA News with various commentators who
reported that because of their link to the lend-lease
program, federal law specifically prohibits the South
Koreans from disposing of the rifles without US
permission. Some commentators pointed out that the win-
win solution would be to resell the rifles via the Civilian
Marksmanship Program, with the US and South Korean
governments agreeing to share the revenue. The New GUN
WEEK, September 15, 2010

Politicking can be dangerous
Police in North Miami, FL, say a Democratic

congressional candidate was robbed at gunpoint while
waiting to make a campaign appearance at a church,
according to the Associated Press and FoxNews.

Police Lt. Neal Cuevas said that Marleine Bastien, one
of four. Haitian-born candidates running in a Democratic
primary for an open House seat in a South Florida district,
was in a car Aug. 21 with her sister outside the Church of
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the Living God when another car pulled up along side
them. A man got out, opened the driver's door, and
demanded the women give him their purses and threatened
to kill them.

The candidate's position on crime issues was not
reported. Investigators believe the thief was involved in a
similar robbery 30 minutes earlier. The New GUN WEEK,
September 15, 2010

Crime, courts and the TSA
From the "We're from the government and we're here to

help you" file, comes this latest reported from the
Associated Press and FoxNews.

A former supervisor for the federal Transportation
Security Administration (TSA) has pleaded guilty to
stealing $20,000 worth of jewelry and other items from
checked luggage at Seattle-Tacoma International Airport,
according to.

The US Attorney's office in Seattle says 50-year-old
Randy Pepper entered the plea on Aug. 16 at US District
Court in Seattle.

Pepper was fired in July 2009 after another TSA
worker saw him removing items from checked luggage.
Surveillance video confirmed it, and investigators
discovered Pepper had pawned the items. Prosecutors say
they included gold diamond rings and sterling silver
necklaces and earrings.

Pepper faces up to a decade in prison and a $250,000
fine when he's sentenced in November, but he is expected
to face a guideline range of closer to six months to one
year in prison. The New GUN WEEK, September 15, 2010

Environment concerns too far
Bosses at the cash-strapped Rhondda Cynon Taf

County Borough Council in South Wales, UK, have been
criticized for spending £190,000 (close to $300,000 US) to
erect three wire walkways above a new roadway bypass to
allow dormice to cross the road safely, according to the
Daily Mail in Britain.

They believe the interconnecting passages, which are
suspended from 20ft wooden poles, will keep mice away
from traffic when the full £90 million Church Village
bypass between Pontypridd and Talbot Green opens later
in September.

The newspaper reported that critics have said the cost
of the project is "obscene" and have accused the council of
getting its priorities wrong. However, one defender said:
"Everybody talks about being greener, but when we finally
are, people moan."

A spokesman for town council also defended the
decision, saying: 'Three bridges have been erected for
dormice to safely move from one area to the other, while
new ponds have been dug for the relocation of newts and
other amphibians." The New GUN WEEK, September 15, 2010

Guns In Churches Challenge Pending In
GA Federal Court

Gun rights advocates have gained ground for Georgians
to carry guns in more and more public places in Georgia,
and a federal judge kept alive their effort to allow people
to carry firearms into churches, The Atlanta Journal-
Constitution reported last month.

If successful, the lawsuit to allow licensed gunowners
to carry firearms into churches would be another victory
for Georgia gun rights advocates. They have succeeded in
recent years in securing rights to carry guns on MARTA,
in certain bars, and in school parking lots.

US District Judge C. Ashley Royal declined on Aug. 23
to grant a preliminary injunction to allow guns in houses of
worship, but he set deadlines for each side to submit the
written arguments on which he will base his final decision.

The lawsuit was filed against the state in July in Upson
County Superior Court on behalf of the Rev. Jonathan
Wilkins, head of the Baptist Tabernacle of Thomaston. He
wants to arm himself while working alone at the church
and during services "for the protection of his flock, his
family and himself," according to the lawsuit. The case has
since been moved to the US District Court in nearby
Macon.

Wilkins partnered with gun-rights group
GeorgiaCarry.org to challenge a law passed this year that
refined the prohibition of guns in public places. The
revised law allows many private property owners, such as
bar owners, to decide whether to allow guns on their
premises. The New GUN WEEK, September 15, 2010

GA Judge Shoots, Kills One Man In Home
Break-In

A Superior Court judge in Georgia shot and killed a
masked burglar inside his Augusta home early on Aug. 20
after being awakened by the sound of someone smashing
through a door.

Richmond County Sheriff Ronald Strength said
investigators were still searching for a second burglary
suspect after the break-in at the home of Judge J. Carlisle
Overstreet, according to the Associated Press and station
WGAC-AM.

Overstreet, 65, was awakened at about 4 a.m. when
burglars used a large rock to break glass panes in a
French door at the judge's home, the sheriff said,
reporting the judge grabbed his gun after hearing
voices and left his bedroom to investigate.

"The suspect, wearing a bandanna over his face and
socks covering both hands, was coming down the stairs
toward Overstreet," Strength told reporters. "Overstreet
fired one time at the suspect, hitting him in the chest."
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The slain suspected burglar was identified as 20-year-
old John E. Howard Jr. The sheriff said evidence suggests
the judge's home was a random target. Although Howard
had been charged with three other burglaries since 2008,
he had no prior connection to the judge in or outside of
court, the sheriff said.

Police found no weapon on the slain suspect. Still, the
sheriff said Overstreet was justified in shooting him.

"You're protecting yourself," Strength said. "You don't
have time to say, 'Sir, are you here just to steal something
or are you here to shoot me?' " The New GUN WEEK,
September 15, 2010

Revisiting A Troublesome Bible Tale Of A
Hunter's Problems

by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor
Many, many years ago, I wrote a Hindsight column

based on my perceptions of the biblical story involving
Isaac, Jacob and Esau. I probably got more mail from
readers about that column than any other I have ever
written. In fact, I got so much mail following its
publication that I told myself I would never again attempt
to share my interpretations of the Bible with our readers.

Of course, one should never say never, but I did. And
now I find myself looking at that column again after
several years and I am not sure that any of the reader com-
ments ever changed my reading of that story.

First, let me repeat what I wrote in November 1984 (in
italics).

There is a Patriarchal tale in the Bible's Book of
Genesis which has always disturbed me. It seemed to pre-
date the anti-hunter attitudes of the present age by
millennia.

While it is true that the morality of many acts of the
primitive patriarchs might not be justified after Moses and
the Ten Commandments, this particular tale has a bit of
prophesy about it.

It involves Isaac, his two sons Esau and Jacob, and
Isaac's wife Rebekah. Esau is described as a cunning
hunter; a man of the field; Jacob as a plain man, dwelling
in tents.

Isaac, son of Abraham, loved Esau, the Bible tells us,
because he ate of the youth's venison. Rebekah, on the
other hand, is reported to have loved Jacob.

The Deception
When Isaac was old and blind, he called Esau to him

and said:
"Behold now, I am old, I know not the day of my death.

Now therefore take, I pray thee, they weapons, thy quiver
and thy bow, and go out to the field to hunt for venison;

and make me a savory meat, such as I love, and bring it to
me, that I may eat; that my soul may bless thee before I
die."

Rebekah overheard what Isaac told Esau, and after the
hunter had set off, she called her favored son, Jacob, and
told him of the message. She also instructed Jacob to take
two good kids from among the goats so that she could fix
them in a savory fashion to appear to be venison.

Although Jacob had some trepidations about deception,
Rebekah urged him to obey and pledged to accept any
blame that came.

In the end, they fooled the old man.
Rebekah's goat meat in savory sauce did the trick. In

addition, Rebekah had taken the goat skin and tied it to
Jacob's arm and neck, because Esau "was a hairy man,"
and she made Jacob wear the "goodly garments" of his
brother. The old man bestowed his blessing on Jacob and
Esau, the hunter, had been done in.

Even after Esau returned from the field with his
venison, the old man, after realizing that he had been
duped by the guile of his other son and wife, stuck with the
blessing. Jacob had been given domination over his
brother and the "clan," and over the flocks and goods.

Fatness of the Earth
Isaac answered Esau's weeping by saying:
"Behold, of the fatness of the earth shall be thy

dwelling, and of the dew of heaven above; and by thy
sword shalt thou live, and shalt serve thy brother; and it
shall come to pass when thou shalt break loose, that thou
shalt shake his yoke from off thy neck."

This has always been a bothersome Biblical tale. The
hunter is cheated by the non-hunters, yet to him is given
the right to live off the fat of the earth, from wild game
rather than the flocks.

In many respects it seems that the hunter has been the
target of cheats and defamers ever since.

If any of our readers has a better analysis of this story,
I'd be interested in having it called to my attention. But it
seems to be that this tale from the days of early Jewish
history seems to begin the tradition of the anti-hunter.
Only nowadays, the antis do not even want Esau to have
the right to the fields.

The main objection of most of my readers was that I
had misread the story and that it was not so much about
hunting. Some learned people claimed that the issue was
that the hunter, Esau, had forsaken his own patrimony, and
hence deserved to be denied a share in Isaac's estate.

Maybe they were correct in their interpretation but I
still think hunters "get no respect," if I can paraphrase the
great comedian Rodney Dangerfield.

Over the years, I have noted a tendency among those in
the elite establishment media and particularly those in the
television and movie industry to take a patronizing and
condescending view of hunters and hunting. I have seen
similar attitudes at play in discussions with Members of
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Congress who were not themselves hunters or from
"hunting districts."

I am not quite sure what a "hunting district" really is. If
one supposes that New York City is not a hunting district,
or that Newark, NJ, or Boston, MA, or San Francisco, CA,
are not hunting districts, they would be surprised to learn
how many people from those urban areas travel away to
hunt—for food, as well as for sport and recreation. If you
drive along 1-86 in southern New York State, and stop in
at restaurants along the way, you will be surprised to learn
where so many of those people wearing orange clothing
and carrying guns and other hunting gear really come from.

I have met more people from all boroughs of New York
City along this route in my travels particularly in the
Catskill Mountains, or in the Pennsylvania hills, than I can
count.

They are all easy to talk with, especially if you want to
talk about hunting and hunting gear.

After all, they are the ones who have been helping to
pay for conservation of our environment and almost all
species to the tune of billions of dollars. They are the ones
who understand the relationship of man to nature.

But when you talk with media—whether movie moguls
or script writers—you are amazed at how little they
understand or appreciate hunters and hunting.

And when you speak with a politician from those urban
centers I mentioned previously, you would think that you
are talking about UFOs and alien beings if you should
mention hunters and hunting.

What's more, they disdain hunters even among their
own ranks.

As an example, when speaking about guns and hunting
with the then chair of the Congressional Black Caucus, a
man from New Jersey, he could not see any connection
between himself and a fellow Democrat congressman, also
of color, from Alabama or Missouri.

He sluffed off my references to their positions on
legislation having to do with guns, self-defense and
hunting by saying, "Oh, they're country boys. They're
hunters. They wouldn't understand city problems."

Try as I might, I could not convincingly bridge the gap
between their understanding of gunowners and hunters—
whether they came from their own urban districts or from
some other state—even ones as urban as their own.

Of course, some of this disparity in view may not be of
biblical proportions. It may be nothing more than a
stultifying bias against anyone who lives in a different
place or in a different lifestyle. Call it xenophobia, if you
will, but hunters are often better received in those so-called
"hunting states" than they are where they live. The New
GUN WEEK, September 15, 2010

Gun That Killed Chicago Cop Trafficked
By MS College Student

The gun that killed Chicago police Officer Thomas
Wortham IV in May was purchased in Mississippi as part
of a weapons trafficking scheme organized by a college
student, authorities said on Aug. 27, according to the
Chicago Tribune.

Quawi Gates, 27, a student at a Mississippi college, was
sentenced in August to 10 years in federal prison after
pleading guilty to two counts of gun trafficking there,
federal and local law enforcement officials said.

Chicago police and agents from the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) said they made
the connection to Wortham's slaying after Gates was
implicated in a scheme that involved buying guns in
Mississippi and allegedly selling them to the Gangster
Disciples street gang in Chicago, authorities said.

Four firearms have been recovered in Chicago,
authorities said.

At his sentencing hearing in Mississippi on on Aug.
25, prosecutors presented evidence that Gates also traf-
ficked the gun used to kill Wortham, said ATF
spokesman Todd Reichert.

Chicago police Cmdr. Keith Calloway, who was
Wortham's supervisor at the time of his killing, attended
that hearing to make sure the judge understood that
Wortham, a member of the Army National Guard who
served in Iraq, was a good man

"I told the judge it was evil and unconscionable that ...
somebody would be providing weapons to these
gangbangers," Calloway said Thursday.

Police Superintendent Jody Weis added during a news
conference that Gates' actions "put countless lives in
jeopardy and directly contributed to the'- murder of one of
the finest officers to ever wear the Chicago Police Depart-
ment uniform."

Wortham, 30, who was assigned to the Englewood
district, was shot outside his parents' house during an
attempted robbery.

Four men approached Wortham as he left the Chatham
home and tried to steal his motorcycle. Wortham and his
father, Thomas Wortham III, exchanged gunfire with the
four, killing one of them. The other three have been
charged with murder.

Gates, an Englewood, IL, native, attended a magnet
elementary school before graduating from Bogan High
School in 2002. The New GUN WEEK, September 15, 2010

22 States Weigh AZ Illegals Law
Twenty-two states are now in the process of drafting or

seeking to pass legislation similar to Arizona's law against
illegal immigration. This is occurring despite the fact that
the Obama administration has filed a lawsuit against the
Arizona law and a federal judge has ruled against portions
of that law—a ruling that is now being appealed,
CNSNews reported.
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In September, two Rhode Island state lawmakers, a
Democrat and a Republican, will travel to Arizona to speak
with Republican Gov. Jan Brewer and other officials about
how to better craft their own bipartisan immigration bill in
a state that has already has been enforcing some federal
immigration laws. The New GUN WEEK, September 15, 2010

TN Waiter Files Safety Complaint Over
Guns In Work Environment

Owners of Jackson's Bar and Restaurant in Hillsboro
Village, a Nashville suburb, said they don't mind if permit
holders bring guns inside. Unlike some places, there's no
sign posted banning weapons.

But a server at Jackson's said he thinks there should be.
He has filed a complaint with Tennessee's Occupational
Safety and Health Administration (TOSHA), saying his
bosses allowing guns on the job means he's in an unsafe
work environment, according to WSMVTV Channel 4 in
Nashville.

"If an owner of a bar fails to post (a sign) and is
allowing loaded weapons to be brought into a bar that
serves alcohol, that creates a recognized hazard to the
employees," said attorney David R. Smith, who's
representing the employee, according to the TV station.

According to the complaint, the server feels he's in
danger because he's witnessed violent incidents including
forceful ejections at work and has seen handguns carried
into the bar.

Some opponents of the so-called guns-in-bars law said
they hope they may be able to get the controversial law
thrown out by proving there's a workplace safety hazard.

"All bars in Tennessee would be in violation of OSHA
and subject to being closed," Smith said.

After it became law a year ago, a judge blocked guns in
bars, saying the law was too vague. Lawmakers revised
their bill, and it passed. The governor vetoed it, lawmakers
overrode it and now the law is in effect again.

Despite one complaint, Channel 4 spoke with several
workers at Jackson's who said they feel safe.

"I don't feel like there's been a threat in here once in a
year and a half," Nick Britt, a bartender at Jackson's, told
the TV station.

"My feeling is anybody who is going to bring a gun in
here now was probably going to ignore the law and bring a
gun in here anyway," said manager Christopher Stowe.

It could be several months before TOSHA officials
return with a response to the complaint. Depending on the
response, Smith said, his client may take the complaint to
the federal level. The New GUN WEEK, September 15, 2010
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Obama Reveals Anti-Gun U.N. Intent;
Sends Ex-Seattle Mayor As Rep

Thursday, September 16th, 2010

BELLEVUE, WA – The appointment of anti-gun
rights former Seattle Mayor Greg Nickels as an
alternate representative to the United Nations has
removed any doubt about the Obama administration’s
intentions regarding global gun control initiatives, the
Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear
Arms said today.

Nickels, a founding member of Mayors Against
Illegal Guns and the author of Seattle’s failed attempt
to override Washington’s state firearms preemption
statute, was sworn in Wednesday to “help represent
the United States in the UN assembly,” according to
the Seattle Times.

“Putting an extremist gun banner in any position to
represent this country at the United Nations amounts
to renting a billboard for advertising against the
Second Amendment,” said CCRKBA Chairman Alan
Gottlieb. “While he was Seattle’s mayor, Greg Nickels
supported every anti-gun scheme put forth by
Washington CeaseFire, the Northwest’s most active
gun prohibition lobby.

“Nickels is a gun ban proponent,” he continued,
“so his appointment as an alternate to the UN is a
clear signal of Barack Obama’s intention to rubber
stamp the UN’s global gun ban agenda. We had to sue
Nickels while he was still Seattle’s mayor to overturn
his illegal city parks gun ban. Now he gets to push his
anti-gun philosophy on a world scale. It hardly seems
a coincidence that Nickels has been appointed by the
Obama administration at a time when the UN is
considering treaties and initiatives that pose a serious
threat to the Second Amendment.”

Nickels was turned out of office in 2009, which
was something of a feat in a liberal enclave like
Seattle, Gottlieb recalled. His defeat in the primary
demonstrated the degree of alienation voters felt from
a politician who once epitomized the Seattle liberal
establishment.

“By naming Greg Nickels as an alternate
representative at the UN,” Gottlieb stated, “President
Obama has essentially told America’s 85 million gun
owners that their firearm civil rights are in jeopardy.
Nickels cannot be counted on to defend the Second
Amendment because he would like to see it erased
from the Constitution.”
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SAF Files Amicus Brief In Nordyke
Case, Argues For Strict Scrutiny
For Immediate Release: 8/19/2010

BELLEVUE, WA – The Second Amendment Foundation has
filed an amicus curiae brief in the long-running Nordyke v. King
case in California, arguing that Second Amendment issues must
be decided on a “strict scrutiny” basis, and that an ordinance in
Alameda County banning gun shows at the county fairgrounds is
unconstitutional because it would not withstand that standard of
review.

This case was a catalyst for the U.S. Supreme Court to hear
SAF’s case challenging the handgun ban in Chicago, because in
an earlier Nordyke ruling – subsequently set aside in favor of a
full en banc hearing by the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals –
created a conflict in the circuits over Second Amendment
incorporation.

SAF’s brief was written by attorney Alan Gura, who argued
the landmark 2008 Heller case and represented SAF and its co-
plaintiffs in the recent McDonald case, and is currently working
with the foundation on other cases in Maryland, Illinois, New
York and North Carolina.

Alameda County passed an ordinance more than ten years ago
prohibiting the carrying of firearms on county property following
a shooting at the county fair in 1998. Russell and Sallie Nordyke
operated a gun show at the county fairgrounds. The shooting
incident was not related to their gun show, but county officials
used that as an excuse to adopt the prohibition.

“This is a very important case,” said SAF founder and
Executive Vice President Alan M. Gottlieb, “because it could
establish the highest standard of scrutiny to which gun laws
around the country would be subjected. While gun prohibitionists
were upset by the 2008 Heller ruling and demoralized by our
victory this year in the McDonald case, they are terrified of a
strict scrutiny standard that could be established by the Nordyke
case.”

The Nordyke case’s importance, Gottlieb stated, “cannot be
underestimated, or understated.”

“Strict scrutiny is the standard of review to which all
constitutionally-protected fundamental civil rights must be held,”
he observed. “This case has survived for more than a decade, a
fact in itself that is remarkable. We believe, in the wake of Heller
and McDonald, that the Ninth Circuit must act decisively to
protect the Second Amendment from willy-nilly regulation by
anti-gun public officials.”

The Second Amendment Foundation (www.saf.org) is the
nation's oldest and largest tax-exempt education, research,
publishing and legal action group focusing on the Constitutional
right and heritage to privately own and possess firearms. Founded
in 1974, The Foundation has grown to more than 650,000
members and supporters and conducts many programs designed
to better inform the public about the consequences of gun control.
SAF has previously funded successful firearms-related suits
against the cities of Los Angeles; New Haven, CT; and San
Francisco on behalf of American gun owners, a lawsuit against
the cities suing gun makers and an amicus brief and fund for the

Emerson case holding the Second Amendment as an individual
right.
-END-

***The Second Amendment Foundation (www.saf.org) is the nation's
oldest and largest tax-exempt education, research, publishing and legal
action group focusing on the Constitutional right and heritage to
privately own and possess firearms. Founded in 1974, The Foundation
has grown to more than 650,000 members and supporters and conducts
many programs designed to better inform the public about the
consequences of gun control. SAF has previously funded successful
firearms-related suits against the cities of Los Angeles; New Haven, CT;
and San Francisco on behalf of American gun owners, a lawsuit against
the cities suing gun makers and an amicus brief and fund for the
Emerson case holding the Second Amendment as an individual right.
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‘Third Year Of Falling Crime Proves Gun
Grabbers Wrong’ — CCRKBA

Tuesday, September 14th, 2010

BELLEVUE, WA – For the third straight year,
violent crime has declined in all categories while gun
sales climbed, gun ownership expanded and more
citizens are carrying firearms for personal protection;
proof positive that gun prohibitionists have been
consistently and undeniably wrong, the Citizens
Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms said
today.

The FBI released its 2009 report on Crime in the
United States, showing that murder declined 7.3
percent, robberies fell 8 percent, aggravated assault
dropped by 4.2 percent and forcible rape has declined
2.6 percent. Meanwhile, the National Shooting Sports
Foundation notes that gun sales in 2009 were up
dramatically.

“What the data tells us is exactly the opposite of
what the gun ban lobby has predicted for several
years,” said CCRKBA Chairman Alan Gottlieb.
“Their dire predictions that America’s streets would
run red have been shown up as a fraudulent sales pitch
for public disarmament.

“No matter how gun prohibitionists try to spin
this,” he continued, “the bottom line is that they have
been consistently and demonstrably wrong, and they
know it. On the other hand, gun rights organizations
have been consistently right when we argued that
increased gun ownership would not lead to higher
crime rates, and might even have a deterrent effect,
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because even property crimes are down, according to
this year’s report.

Gottlieb is co-author of America Fights Back:
Armed Self-Defense in a Violent Age and Assault on
Weapons: The Campaign to Eliminate Your Guns.

“America has turned a corner on crime,” he
observed, “and it is time to turn our backs on the
failed liberal gun control agenda. Their gun ban
policies were wrong and the courts have said so. Their
gun prohibitionist philosophy has clearly proven itself
bankrupt, and for the third consecutive year, the FBI
data says so.”

Chicago Defends Disarmament While
Neighborhood Violence Unchecked

BELLEVUE, WA While the City of Chicago is currently in
federal court stubbornly defending its new gun ordinance, data
reveals that the city United Center Park is the most dangerous
neighborhood in the country, a situation that reeks of hypocrisy,
the Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms said
today.

The city’s new gun ordinance is deliberately designed to
discourage citizens from obtaining handguns for personal
protection, noted CCRKBA Chairman Alan Gottlieb, yet today’s
news reveals citizens in at least one

Windy City neighborhood are in desperate need of the
training and tools to defend themselves. It is time for Chicago
residents to demand that the city amend or abolish its new gun
ordinance, and stop defending it in federal court.

Gottlieb was referring to the city’s defense against a lawsuit
filed by the Second Amendment Foundation CCRKBA’s sister
organization that seeks to undo the new ordinance, which
requires training and time on a gun range, but prohibits the
operation of gun ranges in the city.

The report broadcast by the city’s NBC affiliate said that
anyone walking down Lake Street between Damen and Western
has a 1 in 4 chance of being a victim of a crime.

How about people who live in that area, Gottlieb wondered.
The city is throwing up all kinds of obstacles against people
wanting to exercise their recently-restored Second Amendment
rights. This is simply unconscionable.

The Daley administration acts like a shepherd that doesn’t
want any sheep dogs, yet expects the sheep to continue grazing
amid hungry wolves, he added. Thousands of Chicago residents
don’t consider themselves part of Mayor Daley’s flock, and they
are tired of having Daley and the City Council pull wool over
their eyes about personal safety and civil rights.

Stubborn resistance is one thing, Gottlieb concluded, but
defending an indefensible ordinance in the face of this revelation
is not just stubbornness. It is malfeasance.

Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear
Arms
James Madison Building
12500 N.E. Tenth Place
Bellevue, WA 98005 Voice: 425-454-4911

Toll Free: 800-426-4302
FAX: 425-451-3959
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Senate Scheduled to Vote on anti-Free
Speech Bill -- DISCLOSE Act Vote Set For
Thursday

Wednesday, September 22, 2010

Anti-gun Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (NV) is
giving voters yet another reason why he must be
defeated in November.

Preparing for heavy losses in the general election,
anti-gun Democrat leaders like Reid and Charles
Schumer (D-NY) appear to be readying for a vote on the
so-called DISCLOSE Act, possibly this week.

While Reid has not yet officially taken the necessary
steps to move the bill, his communications director sent
out this Tweet on Tuesday: "We're debating DISCLOSE
Act tomorrow [Wednesday] w/ vote Thursday."

You may recall that the DISCLOSE Act, which
passed the House in June, died in the Senate in July after
an intense lobbying effort by Gun Owners of America
and other groups.

The bill, sponsored by Schumer, puts severe and
unconstitutional limits on GOA's ability to hold
individual congressmen accountable in the weeks
leading up to an election.

Instead of protecting the most important type of
speech protected by the First Amendment -- political
speech -- this bill would force groups like GOA to
"disclose" the names of donors in certain political
advertisements.

Since Gun Owners of America is not willing to
disclose its membership lists to the Federal Election
Commission, we could be prohibited from running radio
or TV ads exposing a federal candidate's voting record
within 60 days of a general election.

This is just another attempt by pathetic, anti-gun
politicians to save their jobs before the political
earthquake in November strikes.

And, as has been the case so often over the past two
years, Reid, Schumer and Co. are using the rules of the
Senate to bring the bill directly to the floor. There have
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been no committee hearings to debate the merits of the
bill, thus the American people have no opportunity to
see just how egregiously DISCLOSE violates the
Constitution.

While the bill does contain a controversial provision
to exempt the National Rifle Association, GOA remains
adamantly opposed to it on constitutional grounds.

Please urge your Senators to protect ALL of the Bill
of Rights. Remind them that your ability to protect the
Second Amendment relies on the safeguards of the First
Amendment.

ACTION: Please contact your Senators and urge
them to oppose the DISCLOSE Act. You can use the
Gun Owners Legislative Action Center at
http://gunowners.org/activism.htm to send your Senators
the pre-written e-mail message below.

----- Pre-written letter -----

Dear Senator:
I stand with Gun Owners of America in opposing

Senator Schumer's so-called DISCLOSE Act.
This bill was defeated once in the Senate, but now

anti-gun Majority Leader Harry Reid plans to bring it
back to the floor for another vote.

The DISCLOSE Act is just another attempt by
politicians to cling to their jobs by silencing groups like
Gun Owners of America.

And, as has been the case so often over the past two
years, Reid, Schumer and Co. are using the rules of the
Senate to bring the bill directly to the floor. There have
been no committee hearings to debate the merits of the
bill, thus the American people have no opportunity to
see just how the ironically named DISCLOSE Act
violates the Constitution.

Gun Owners of America represents the views of
hundreds of thousands of Second Amendment
supporters. Any bill that squelched the free speech rights
of groups like GOA is also an attack on my rights.
Please vote NO on Sen. Schumer's DISCLOSE Act.

Sincerely,

Gun Owners of America E-
Mail Alert
Wednesday, September 15, 2010 1:20 PM
Election Results Update

Great News: National Republicans Now Pledging to Support
O'Donnell in Delaware! -- In other news, New Hampshire

race takes wrong turn

Hopefully, you have already seen our earlier alert from today,
relaying the good news about pro-gun candidates around the
country.

In Delaware, Christine O'Donnell upset the Washington
establishment by defeating the anti-gun Mike Castle, who is one
of the most liberal Republicans in the Congress.

Last night, the National Republican Senatorial Committee
indicated there would be no money for O'Donnell, and so we
asked you to pound Sen. John Cornyn to demand that he reverse
course.

Well, Fox News is now reporting that things have changed, as
the NRSC has done an about face after getting "peppered" by
angry constituents. The NRSC is now singing a different tune.
Here's what a Congressional newspaper, The Hill, is reporting in
our nation's capital today:

[Sen. John] Cornyn said that O'Donnell, the conservative
insurgent candidate who upset Rep. Mike Castle last night in the
Delware GOP Senate primary, would have the NRSC's backing
like any other Republican Senate candidate.

"Let there be no mistake: The National Republican Senatorial
Committee -- and I personally as the committee's chairman --
strongly stand by all of our Republican nominees, including
Christine O'Donnell in Delaware," Cornyn said in a statement.

The chairman of Senate Republicans' campaign efforts said
he'd spoken Wednesday morning to O'Donnell and informed her
of the NRSC's support, which included the maximum allowable
$42,000 in direct donations to her campaign.

This is huge! Especially, considering that the NRSC had
earlier indicated it would NOT help O'Donnell in her race to win
"Joe Biden's" seat in the general election.

Thank you all for your activism!
In the New Hampshire primary, early returns gave Ovide

Lamontagne the edge toward victory. But in late vote counting,
the totals have switched and now he is currently behind by less
than 1,000 votes.

GOA will continue to update gun owners around the country
as to how these hot races are shaping up. To stay current, please
be sure to visit www.goapvf.org .

And, if you are not yet a member of the organization called
"the only no compromise gun lobby in Washington," please
consider joining GOA today for a minimum contribution of only
$20 at http://gunowners.org/ordergoamem.htm.

In Liberty,
Tim Macy
Vice-Chairman
Paid for by Gun Owners of America. Not authorized by any
candidate or candidate's committee.

=================
============
From: Gun Owners of America
[mailto:Gun_Owners_of_America@capwiz.mailmanager.net]
Sent: Wednesday, September 15, 2010 10:12 AM
Pro-gun Election Victories Continue
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Huge Win in Delaware! -- Christine
O'Donnell Adds to String of GOA Victories
Wednesday, September 15, 2010

Gun Owners of America-backed candidate Christine
O'Donnell completed a dramatic come-from-behind victory in
Tuesday's Delaware Senate primary.

O'Donnell was up against a member of Congress who earned
the notorious distinction as the most anti-gun Republican in the
House. But despite the backing of the Republican establishment
in Washington, Mike Castle was handily defeated by pro-gunner
O'Donnell.

The implications of this win are huge, not only for the next
session of Congress, but also in a potential lame-duck session
later this year. Because this is a special election to fill the seat of
Vice-President Joseph Biden, O'Donnell will take office
immediately following the November election if she defeats her
Democrat opponent. Anti-gun congressional Democrat leaders
seem intent on a lame duck session, but the addition of just a
single constitutionalist to the Senate will go a long way towards
stopping any gun control from sneaking through in the waning
days of 2010.

Unfortunately, the National Republican Senatorial Committee
(NRSC) has already tried to pull the rug out from under Christine
O'Donnell by announcing that the Committee will not support her
campaign in the general election. It is an outrage that the NRSC
would have spent millions of dollars on an anti-gunner, while it is
not interested in helping a pro-gun constitutionalist.

But Christine won the primary without their help, and GOA
will be sure to work with its grassroots network to drive support
to the O'Donnell campaign. You can contact NRSC Chairman
John Cornyn at info@nrsc.org to express your outrage at this
decision.

Also on Tuesday, Ovide Lamontagne defeated the
establishment candidate in the Republican primary in New
Hampshire, in a race to replace retiring anti-gun Senator Judd
Gregg. Lamontagne also earned the endorsement of GOA.

The O'Donnell and Lamontagne wins add to a string of
victories for GOA-backed candidates this year in Senate
primaries in Nevada, Kentucky, Utah, Colorado, as well as the
non-primary in Florida (where Marco Rubio chased Gov. Charlie
Crist out of the primary -- and out of the Republican Party).

All of the candidates supported by GOA-PVF were opposed
by the Republican establishment in their respective primaries.
And all of these candidates agree with Gun Owners of America
that it is not enough simply to defeat anti-gunners in elections.
They must also be replaced with leaders who will fight to restore
Constitutional liberties that have been under attack for decades.
(You can visit www.goapvf.org to keep up with GOA
candidates.)

It is safe to say that the 2010 elections may be the most
important in our lifetimes, with America's constitutional republic
hanging in the balance.

And make no mistake, if establishment Republicans like Mike
Castle were victorious in their primaries, it would not matter
which party was in control of Congress. Both parties in
Washington are guilty of growing the federal government at the
expense of the peoples' liberty.

But candidates supported by GOA -- pro-freedom champions
like O'Donnell, Sharron Angle, Rand Paul, and Marco Rubio, to

name just a few -- have no intention of coming to Washington to
blend into the woodwork. If most or all of these candidates win in
November, it will go a long way toward slamming the brakes on
the anti-gun, socialist Obama agenda.

So we are really in the midst of exciting times, and GOA is
looking forward to working with a slew of new members of
Congress to protect and restore the right to keep and bears arms
as the Founders intended.

Of course, GOA is only effective because of the activism and
support of hundreds of thousands of members and supporters.

If you are not yet a member of the organization called "the
only no compromise gun lobby in Washington," please consider
joining GOA today for a minimum contribution of only $20 at
http://gunowners.org/ordergoamem.htm.

In Liberty,
Tim Macy

Vice-Chairman

==============================================
==========================
GOA Congressional Ratings are Now Posted on the Web --
Time for fall cleaning of House and Senate!

Thursday, September 30, 2010
With one of the biggest elections of our lifetimes only a

month away, Gun Owners of America has now released its
Congressional Ratings for the House and Senate.

Democrats have taken a radical turn to the left under the
leadership of liberal anti-gunners like Nancy Pelosi, Harry Reid
and Barack Obama, and the electorate is ready to make a
correction.

There is no doubt that the country is at a crossroads, with
America's Constitutional Republic hanging in the balance.

So the GOA Rating Guide is your tool for cutting through the
bull that candidates are throwing at you during this election
season.

Candidates who have established a voting record, either in the
office for which they are running or in another elected office, are
evaluated primarily on the basis of that voting record.

If an incumbent or challenger has not established a voting
record or demonstrated his or her position in some other way,
that candidate is evaluated on the basis of his or her responses to
the GOA 2010 Federal Candidate Questionnaire.

You can go to http://gunowners.org/2010-candidate-ratings-
guide.htm to see the ratings of every candidate on Second
Amendment issues.

For 20 years, GOA has been the only gun group publishing an
open-source national rating for gun owners to use. Our rating has
been so devastating in smoking out the anti-gun bias of phony
politicians that the Brady Campaign even took us before an
administrative court three years ago to try and silence us. They
lost.

Current GOA members will be receiving a printed version of
this rating, and they are encouraged to photocopy it and distribute
it around to their pro-gun family, friends and clubs. This
newsletter not only contains ratings

for every House and Senate race in the country, it includes
explosive evidence that more and more government shrinks are
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using the Veterans Disarmament Act to disarm our military
veterans.

To start receiving your own copy of The Gun Owners newsletter,
please go to http://gunowners.org/ordergoamem.htm to join GOA
today.

The November elections are an exciting, if not anxious, time
for millions of concerned Americans. Again, GOA encourages all
members and supporters to go online and look up their candidates
in the GOA Rating Guide to see where they stand on the Second
Amendment. Then, make sure you pass this link along on to
fellow gun owners, shooting ranges and gun clubs.

We have been to the marches, rallies, and town hall meetings.
Now, it is time for millions and millions of concerned gun rights
supporters to make their way to the polls and make their voices
heard on Election Day.

To learn more about candidates endorsed by Gun Owners of
American Political Victory Fund, please visit www.goapvf.org.

==============================================
==========================

Thursday, September 23, 2010

The U.S. Senate today defeated the so-called
DISCLOSE Act when it failed to garner the 60 votes
necessary to overcome Republican objections to the bill.
The final vote was 59-39.

Even though the exact same bill, sponsored by Chuck
Schumer (D-NY), had been defeated just two months
ago and was unlikely to pass, anti-gun Majority Leader
Harry Reid (NV) brought it up for another vote to "stir
up" his left-wing base.

Instead of protecting the most important type of speech
protected by the First Amendment -- political speech --
with this bill Congress attempted to force groups like
GOA to "disclose" the names of donors in certain
political advertisements.

Since Gun Owners of America will never disclose its
membership lists to the federal government, it could be
prohibited from running radio or TV ads exposing a
federal candidate's voting record in the weeks leading up
to an election.

Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (KY) aptly
summed up the bill when it came to the floor in July:

"This DISCLOSE Act is not about reform, it's nothing
more than Democrats sitting behind closed doors
[choosing] which favored groups they want to speak in
the 2010 elections -- all in an attempt to protect

themselves from criticism of their government
takeovers, record deficits and massive unpaid-for
expansions of the federal government into the lives of
the American people."

With a lame-duck session of Congress looming after the
election, anything is possible -- including another
attempt to push through DISCLOSE. So please stay
tuned.

==============================================
==========================

September 17, 2010

Pro-gun Senator Jim DeMint (R-SC) is not afraid to stand up
to the Washington Republican establishment, and now he's
being attacked for that reason.

On Tuesday, Sen. DeMint split with the leadership of his
party and endorsed Christine O'Donnell in the Delaware
Republican Senate primary. O'Donnell, who is also
supported by GOA, was taking on the most notoriously
anti-gun Republican member of the House of
Representatives, Mike Castle.

In nearly two decades in the House, Castle voted for,
and even sponsored, legislation to ban guns, close down
gun shows, register gun owners, and much more. And
when the egregious Clinton ban on semi-automatic
firearms was set to expire in 2004, Castle wrote a letter
to the Republican Speaker of the House urging him to
extend the gun ban.

It is because Christine O'Donnell respects the
Constitution and the right to keep and bear arms that
Sen. DeMint (A+ rated by GOA) got involved in the
race. But now, the know-nothing elites in the Party
apparatus are claiming DeMint is diminishing
Republican chances to win the Senate.

That's an odd accusation, seeing that their prized
candidate couldn't make it out of a primary even though
he had been in office for decades and had the support of
major Republican figures from coast to coast.

But even more to the point, if Party leaders were able to
fill the Senate with the likes of Mike Castle, the Second
Amendment would be in greater danger -- politicians
like Chuck Schumer are eager to make banning guns a
"bi-partisan" issue and would welcome Castle with open
arms.

It is no surprise, then, that Sen. DeMint said that "I've
been in the majority with Republicans who didn't have
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principles, and we embarrassed ourselves and lost
credibility in front of the country. Frankly, I'm at a
point where I'd rather lose fighting for the right
cause than win fighting for the wrong cause."

GOA salutes Sen. DeMint for standing up to the RINOs
(Republican in Name Only) in Washington. Please take
a minute to thank Sen. DeMint by going to
www.jimdemint.com/contact-me/ and dropping him a
note

And also, if you are able, please visit Christine
O'Donnell on the web at www.christineodonnell.com to
make a contribution. She is under attack on all sides,
and is relying on gun owners and all those who care
about the Constitution and limited government to rally
in her support.

Sincerely,
Tim Macy
Vice-Chairman

Gun Owners of America NEWS RELEASES (above):

Gun Owners of America E-Mail Alert
8001 Forbes Place, Suite 102, Springfield, VA
22151
Phone: 703-321-8585 / FAX: 703-321-8408
http://gunowners.org

***************************************************

NSSF Bullet Points (below):
**Bullet Points

Crime Rates Continued to Fall as Firearm
Sales Soared in 09
 FBI RELEASES 2009 CRIME
REPORT . . . As firearms and ammunition experienced
record sales in 2009, the nation's crime rates continued to
fall, a new report (Below) from the FBI shows. During
2009, violent crime declined for the third straight year,
with an estimated 5.3 percent drop from 2008 figures.
Homicides were down 7.3 percent. The FBI statistics
undermine a favorite argument of anti-gun groups and
some mainstream media that "more guns equal more
crime," especially when you consider that the decrease in
violent crime in 2009 occurred at the same time that
firearm sales were surging.

NEW CRIME STATISTICS
Crime Rates Continue to Fall 09/13/10

During 2009, violent crime declined for the third year in a
row, with an estimated 5.3 percent drop from 2008 figures.

Property crime continued to fall as well—for a seventh straight
year—with an estimated decrease of 4.6 percent. That’s
according to our just-released report, Crime in the United States,
2009.
These latest statistics come 80 years to the month after we took
over the responsibility of compiling and publishing the nation’s
crime data from the International Association of Chiefs of Police.
The categories back in 1930 were almost identical to what we
have today—murder, rape, robbery, aggravated assault, larceny-
theft, burglary, and auto theft. (Arson came later.)

 Some crime highlights from the 2009
report:
 Each of the violent crime categories decreased from 2008—

murder (7.3 percent), robbery (8.0 percent), aggravated
assault (4.2 percent), and forcible rape (2.6 percent).

 Each of the property crime categories also dropped from
2008—motor vehicle theft (17.1 percent), larceny-theft (4.0
percent), and burglary (1.3 percent).

 Among the 1,318,398 violent crimes were 15,241 murders;
88,097 forcible rapes; 408,217 robberies; and 806,843
aggravated assaults.

 Among the 9,320,971 property crimes were an estimated
2,199,125 burglaries; 6,327,230 larceny-thefts; 794,616 thefts
of motor vehicles; and 58,871 arsons.

 During 2009, the South accounted for 42.5 percent of all
violent crime in the nation, followed by the West (22.9
percent), the Midwest (19.6 percent), and the Northeast (15.0
percent).

 During 2009, 43.9 percent of all property crimes in the U.S.
were recorded in the South, with 22.7 percent in the West,
20.8 percent in the Midwest, and 12.6 percent in the
Northeast.

Additional report highlights on criminals
and victims:
 In 2009, agencies nationwide made about 13.7 million arrests,

excluding traffic violations. Of those arrests, an estimated
581,765 were for violent crimes.

 Nearly 75 percent of all arrested persons in the nation during
2009 were male. Slightly more than 77 percent of all murder
victims were also male.

 Firearms were used in 67.1 percent of the nation’s murders,
along with 42.6 percent of robberies and 20.9 percent of
aggravated assaults. (Weapons data is not collected for
forcible rapes.)

 Collectively, victims of property crimes (excluding arson) lost
an estimated $15.2 billion during 2009.

Where do these numbers come from?
 From the 17,985 city, county, university and college, state,

tribal, and federal agencies who participated in the Uniform
Crime Reporting program in 2009.These agencies represent
96.3 percent of the nation’s population.

 The report also contains plenty of additional details, charts,
and tables on crime during 2009, including more on offenses,
criminals, victims, weapons used, geographic locations, etc.
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To find out about the crime picture in your state, go to our
State Totals table.

 As always, a word of warning about drawing conclusions of
the data by making direct comparisons between cities—valid
assessments are possible only with careful study and analysis
of the range of unique conditions affecting each local law
enforcement jurisdiction.

 And coming this fall—the 2009 Law Enforcement Officers
Killed and Assaulted and Hate Crime Statistics reports, which
will be posted on this website.

Legal & Legislative
 SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE HOLDS

HEARING RELATED TO U.S. V. STEVENS . . .
The Senate Judiciary Committee last week held a
hearing entitled "Prohibiting Obscene Animal Crush
Videos in the Wake of United States v. Stevens." This
hearing was an outgrowth of the U.S. v. Stevens case,
in which NSSF submitted an amicus brief and sounded
the alarm about the case to the conservation world and
outdoor media. The Supreme Court's decision was
based chiefly on the argument advanced by NSSF,
other conservation groups and outdoor media that the
statute at issue would criminalize depictions of hunting
and the possession/sale of the same by dealers. Full
Story

 STATES RECEIVE $17M UNDER NICS
IMPROVEMENT AMENDMENTS ACT . . . Nearly
$17 million was awarded to eight state agencies to
improve the quality, completeness and accessibility of
records available under the National Instant Criminal
Background Check System (NICS), the U.S.
Department of Justice announced. NICS serves as the
database that Federal Firearms Licensees must contact
before transferring a firearm to an unlicensed person. In
fiscal year 2010, $20 million was appropriated for
grants to assist states in providing information to NICS.
Eight states met the conditions of the NICS
Improvement Amendments Act (NIAA) and received
grants.

 BALLOT MEASURE WOULD ENSURE RIGHT
TO HUNT, FISH IN ARIZONA . . . Supporters of a
proposition to make hunting and fishing constitutional
rights in Arizona say they're making a pre-emptive
strike against any threat to what they deem long-
standing traditions. The ballot measure is being
supported by NSSF, NRA, the Arizona Game and Fish
Commission and Gov. Jan Brewer. Learn more.

 GUN-OWNER VOTE COULD DECIDE RACES . .
. With less than a month to go, many congressional and
governor's races are neck and neck. As they have in
previous elections, the votes of shooters, hunters and
gun owners could make a huge impact at the polls on
Nov. 2. Some candidates are publicly seeking support
from gun owners, as was the case in Connecticut last

week. Republican Tom Foley, who is in a virtual dead
heat in the race for governor, issued a letter to
sportsmen, promising to "protect the individual's right
to legally purchase, own, carry and use firearms." NSSF
encourages all gun owners to educate themselves on
where their candidates stand on the issues and
determine who best will stand up for their rights. To
help, NSSF has set up a voter-education webpage with
news, polls, profiles of local races and other
information related to the upcoming elections. Visit
Retailers and Ranges
<http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=110374585
5593&s=115&e=001cr7uar4

-sX2KP65bxMz1qIZgUUo_ntOkB451eDO4AaDxl2q7W-
Y03RpbswK68gauVZQ_zTFs_f4HlTsebuu
Q3-YJo1oqGQ4TU17gqjX-ledLI5CNxjXAAXfn-
ytdQ7Sp>

 BILL TO PROTECT TRADITIONAL AMMUNITION
INTRODUCED IN HOUSE, SENATE . . .

Following continued attacks by anti-hunting groups to ban
traditional ammunition (ammunition containing lead-core
components) under the Toxic Substance Control Act
(TSCA) of 1976, Rep. Paul Broun (R-Ga.) has introduced
legislation (H.R. 6284) to clarify the longstanding
exemption of ammunition under the act. Sen. Blanche
Lincoln (D-Ark) has introduced a similar bill in the U.S.
Senate. Read more.
<http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=11037458555
93&s=115&e=001cr7uar4
-sX2X1yOF4udoLUuOzvpiK-
xtjjkAPhXzyZM2j1PTpulruVk4Hk10wKbE1H2kU9NYX
JrGc_ctRHt
WkQ5hZkfXaVI0KFmh4adx5fSot5kOkpwsi5tNefoL-
Lm6zXyFnYJR0tdoIiUjYa6P-R1LVrKcErC
tpQ0ibV8sCZZJtmp4ru6uS5McNKfRzzWHWfduwbDgzd
U=>

 ANTI-GUN OPPOSITION TO ATF REFORM ACT
GROWS . . . The New York Times last week did
something rather unorthodox. It ran a letter to the editor
by two long-ago ATF directors in response to a letter
from NSSF that The Times published online. NSSF's
letter responded to a Times' editorial opposing the ATF
Reform and Firearms Modernization Act of 2009 and
explained why industry supports the bill. In a rebuttal
letter to the editor, Clinton-era ATF Director John
Magaw (ATF Director 1993-99), who has been out of
office for more than a decade, and Steve Higgins (ATF
Director 1982-93), even further removed from ATF,
along with two low-level former ATF agents (Joe
Vince and Gerald Nunziato), took issue with NSSF's
support for this legislation -- legislation that is
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supported by a bi-partisan majority in Congress. Read
more.

<http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=11037458555
93&s=115&e=001cr7uar4
-sX33sKb6EDvtu-
YDFOIYaQ0Qa_bIFWZiWTVja7n8MIVqbCjprAxvX3qo
cj4onXLpannO8Z0Piaz
7NOCKb4R_iYozb80DFqjW_p0Ka8rS9P_U0wdKtmLg3
WDCL8MYfat8cLLjJMFLjGlWaWTlMylXUIT
XsyZsIQ7eEsCcFEeI1VKTloniTvRmfhiQ4aWHB3EueC
VJP3CgZf5i3w==>

 CONGRESSWOMAN SEEKS COLLECTIBLE
FIREARMS LEGISLATION . . . U.S. Rep. Cynthia
Lummis (R-Wyo.) is seeking to stop the federal
government from interfering with the legal importation
of surplus collectible U.S.-made firearms from South
Korea, the Billings Gazette reports. Lummis has joined
with Rep. Joe Donnelly (D-Ind.) in introducing a bill
called the Collectable Firearms Protection Act. NSSF,
which called for a congressional hearing to investigate
this ban, supports the bill.

<http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=11037458555
93&s=115&e=001cr7uar4
-
sX0ybm8w8e7HmVoxWaTWy4KfrMeo7TOQdtfKFhz9B
87U2dQTxlJN_dgajS6VxG8KP1H1skuryu8
V1CNEs8nMfAipH4uRdvzD3MKBuHdxdfHu4Doy3QgX
Rs_mXED6af4sHCVilkBcyOv1YFs4k1CEV8C
tg506KTdhA928OT7Ozb_2JVn80aAKvyrVZe0A2M8rfz
VCuGcz3Hjoxn8RvY41HyUBsy0WL6i2C8A
=>

 ANTI-GUN AMENDMENTS ATTACHED TO
PENNSYLVANIA PRO-GUN BILL . . . Anti-gun
forces are attempting to kill pro-gun legislation (HB 40)
known as the Castle Doctrine in the Pennsylvania
General Assembly. The bill would allow law-abiding
citizens to use force, including deadly force, against an
attacker in their homes and any place outside their
home where they have a legal right to be.
Unfortunately, several anti-gun amendments, including
one-gun-a-month, preemption and a ban on modern
sporting rifles, have been added to the bill. NSSF
issued a legislative alert in the state encouraging all
hunters, sportsmen and gun owners to urge their
representatives to support HB 40 with no anti-gun
amendments. The vote was scheduled for today,

Oct. 4.

 MONTANA SENATOR SPENDS DAY AT
FIREARMS MANUFACTURER . . . U.S. Sen. Max
Baucus (D - Mont.) spent today manufacturing and
assembling firearms at SI Defense in Kalispell, Mont.

Afterward, Baucus will attend a gathering of
community members, law enforcement officers and
members of the military for a groundbreaking ceremony
at the future site of the Kalispell Public Safety Training
Facility shooting range.

<http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=11037458555
93&s=115&e=001cr7uar4-sX3mnPHFAKIC5b-
FHNOOWOLgm22t-bpUxRvgNm_OcPAXOpT-
v_64n21EOtgm3Ug5QwTqyLxpDnd00p8OY-
cxRPX8mWHLMU-
KiV4HKf7guTRvmPAfMsvnLBEhuW441VXnGsJxHDq
BjyEWeSae3HDvUv4r>

 FOUR STATES TO VOTE ON HUNT-FISH
AMENDMENT . . . Arkansas is one of four states
where voters will be asked to protect hunting and
fishing rights as a proposed amendment to their state's
constitution. Voters in Arizona, South Carolina and
Tennessee also will be voting on such a measure, and
Kentucky voters will likely have that opportunity in
2012, the Associated Press reports.

<http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=11037458555
93&s=115&e=001cr7uar4
-
sX1bhwy6PZrayZM51bJk468qebR3We26h_sCqHjPSUOS
ybaCVAR7vzrgVWV-suBeW1InkGRza-_
1Kqct0Ck3mSJD73hSRTFIsSEqWBu0p0wE_8LsbhFsm6
b1F79_lAJR53BNIZqKfTPCm8Spkjg_bD8
p4ks7Yk6tR5o2zAnY-1UfxI-ZPT4vIHLe>

 ATF ISSUES NOTICE TO ALL eFORM6 USERS . . .
ATF has announced a significant enhancement to its
eForm6 system -- the system that allows an importer to
electronically file ATF Form 6 Part I (Application and
Permit for Importation of Firearms, Ammunition, and
Implements of War) with ATF's Firearms and
Explosives Imports Branch. The eForm6 system will
now accept attachments, such as photographs, word
documents, spreadsheets, scanned documents or similar
types of supporting documentation, filed in support of
an import permit application. Previously, an attachment
could only be filed by mail. During past ATF-Industry
quarterly meetings, NSSF encouraged ATF to enhance
its IT assets in order to reduce the cost and burden of
complying with recordkeeping and reporting
requirements. As such, NSSF considers the eForm6 to
be a step in the right direction. For more information,
click here.

<http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=11037458555
93&s=115&e=001cr7uar4
-sX1buvWTS4rDBFeOipgveqM8ieQfd_FWBstX2AIy-
Z9bXNoVyknxMSvzN8-ZKgrlQl30-sjWrX2
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W-
FXGhx2kWyRbdKs8LLRFGX5UkmMO6COvKpl9shqOP
YHldujHzGQqLQY=>

News of Note
 SEPTEMBER NSSF-ADJUSTED NICS FIGURES . . .

The FBI has released its National Instant Criminal
Background Check System (NICS) figures for
September 2010. NSSF-adjusted figures (770,310)
show a 6 percent increase over September of last year
(726,572). The adjusted NICS data were derived by
NSSF by subtracting out NICS purpose-code permit
checks used by several states such as Kentucky and
Utah for CCW permit application checks as well as
checks on active CCW permit databases. Though not a
direct correlation to firearms sales, the NSSF-adjusted
NICS data provide a more accurate picture of current
market conditions. Questions concerning NSSF-
adjusted NICS data should be directed to NSSF's
research coordinator Dianne Vrablic at 203-426-1320
or research@nssf.org. In addition to other purposes,
NICS is used to check transactions of firearms sales and
transfers on new and used handguns and long guns.
Click here to find additional information on NICS and
to view complete monthly NICS reports.

<http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=11037458555
93&s=115&e=001cr7uar4
-sX0s5FdiCoq5gC-
gbN4BPmNHyKrcqmur0hTDkfuC7R8bzcIyBDWLOPdeD
Qo4PXwcdF3GCf0Vk9c
7z5OT_DP99fWWyaeVAg-
UR2sCZei8O1kkyEv7hJ_M60VoxJl4M40GKAs=>

NSSF Bullet Points (above):

***************************************************
USSA News Alerts (below):
U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance

September 30, 2010
<http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2f
www.ussportsmen.o
rg%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2538&srcid=4309&srctid=1&erid=6
966646>

Federal Bill to Protect Traditional Fishing
Tackle Introduced Bill Includes Further
Protections for Traditional Ammunition
A bill recently introduced in the U.S. Senate would protect

traditional fishing tackle from being banned by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) while offering
additional protections for traditional ammunition.

Congressman Pushes a Ban on Traditional Ammunition
While recently introduced legislation in the U.S. Senate would
protect sportsmen from a possible ban on traditional ammunition

and fishing tackle, a member of the U.S. House of
Representatives has introduced legislation squarely targeting
America's sportsmen by doing the opposite.
<http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2f
www.ussportsmen.o

rg%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2537&srcid=4309&srctid=1&eri
d=6966646>

FWS Looks to Delist Wolves… Again
9/15/10

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) has announced a
comment period for possible removal of the Western Great Lakes
wolves from the Endangered Species List.

Earlier this year, the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance Foundation
(USSAF), several other conservation organizations and the
Minnesota and Wisconsin Departments of Natural Resources
(DNRs) filed petitions with FWS asking the Director to remove
the wolves from Endangered Species Act (ESA) protection due to
their recovery in the region. The Service did not respond to those
petitions.

As a result, the USSAF and five other groups filed an official
letter (a notice of intent to sue) two weeks ago committing to
bring legal action against FWS within 60 days unless the agency
issued a finding.

“We are very pleased that the FWS is moving forward with
the petition to delist the wolves in the Western Great Lakes
region,” said Bud Pidgeon, USSAF president and CEO. “The
USSAF and many others have worked for years on this and
firmly stand by the idea that states, not the federal government,
should be managing their wildlife populations once those
populations have recovered.”

The September 14 announcement officially opened up a 90-
day comment period that will end on midnight of November 15.

Two previous efforts by the FWS to delist the Western Great
Lakes gray wolves were reversed as a result of lawsuits filed by
anti-hunting groups and some procedural mistakes made by the
FWS in the waning days of the Bush Administration.

Take Action! Sportsmen throughout the Midwest, especially
those in Michigan, Minnesota and Wisconsin should offer your
comments to the FWS. Click here and then click on the “Submit
Comment” link to voice your opinion.
Sportsmen can also mail comments to:
Public Comments Processing, Attn: FWS-R3-ES-2010-0062
Division of Policy and Directives Management
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services
4401 N. Fairfax Dr, Suite 222
Arlington, VA 22203

Attack on Traditional Ammunition Not
Over
Groups Seeking Ban Look to Challenge EPA
Decision
9/15/10
<http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2f
www.ussportsmen.o
rg%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2524&srcid=4210&srctid=1&erid=6
810710>
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The groups leading the charge to ban
traditional ammunition in the United States are
continuing efforts to secure the ban despite being
blocked by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA).

The Center for Biological Diversity (CBD), the
American Bird Conservancy (ABC) and several other
groups filed a petition seeking a nationwide ban on
traditional ammunition and fishing tackle on August
3. The EPA denied the portion of the petition dealing
with banning traditional ammunition in an August 27
letter from Steve Owens, EPA assistant administrator
for the Office of Chemical Safety and Pollution
Prevention. Owens wrote that the agency did not have
the legal authority to review the petition to ban
traditional ammunition, though the EPA would
continue to review the potential ban on traditional
fishing tackle.

The decision did not sit well with CBD and ABC.
The groups issued a joint press release on September 9
indicating they were not going to accept the EPA
decision and that the CBD had sent a Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) request to the EPA for “all
documents related to the agency’s partial denial of the
petition.”

Typically, a FOIA request precedes some form of
legal action by the group making the request.

The U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance (USSA) and other
groups have repeatedly pointed out that scientific
evidence connecting ammunition containing lead
to the harm of wildlife populations does not justify
further restrictions beyond those currently in place. A
ban on traditional ammunition would force sportsmen
to purchase higher cost alternatives and decrease the
number of days spent in the field as it prices
sportsmen out of the market. In turn, it would reduce
funding for conservation made available through the
taxes on licenses and gear purchased by sportsmen.

“The EPA decision to dismiss the petition was the
correct one legally and preserves the funding for
conservation of wildlife nationwide,” said Rob
Sexton, USSA vice president for government affairs.
“Clearly, the CBD and others are getting ready for a
big fight, we simply hope that valid science and not
alarmist propaganda wins the day.”

Anglers should click here and click on the
comment section to voice their concerns over the
possibility of having lead sinkers banned. Comments
will be accepted through 11:59 p.m. tonight,

September 15. Click here for more information on the
sinker issue.

The petition to ban traditional ammunition and
fishing tackle was filed under the Toxic Substances
Control Act, which regulates dangerous chemicals.
The CBD, ABC and others argue that the use of
traditional ammunition is dangerous to certain types of
wildlife, including numerous birds, which scavenge on
parts of game that remain in the field.

USSA News Alerts (above):
U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance

=====================
===========
ALERT FROM JEWS FOR THE PRESERVATION
OF FIREARMS OWNERSHIP

America's Aggressive Civil Rights Organization

JEWS FOR THE PRESERVATION
OF FIREARMS OWNERSHIP

ALERT FROM JEWS FOR THE PRESERVATION OF
FIREARMS OWNERSHIP America's
Aggressive Civil Rights Organization

September 27th 2010
JPFO ALERT: DAVID CODREA EXPOSES NRA
POLITICAL HANKY-PANKY
In our recent "in-house" survey, the vast majority of our

correspondents wanted us to continue to pay close attention to the
activities of the NRA. With that thought in mind we'd like to
bring to your attention these three
articles by David Codrea, which expose the political hanky-
panky that continues at the NRA .......
www.examiner.com/gun-rights-in-national/nra-nevada-

endorsements-betray-angle
-and-gun-owners
www.examiner.com/gun-rights-in-national/why-is-anti-gun-
mayor-bloomberg-back
ing-harry-reid
www.examiner.com/gun-rights-in-national/fear-of-schumer-reid-
angle-race-is-a
-cop-out
==============================================
===========================

ALERT FROM JEWS FOR THE PRESERVATION OF
FIREARMS OWNERSHIP
America's Aggressive Civil Rights Organization
October 6th 2010
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JPFO ALERT: IS THE NRA
GRADING SYSTEM ILLOGICAL?
David Codrea raises very valid questions about the NRA support

for a politician with a vicious gun grabbing history.
Please read his column at –

http://www.examiner.com/gun-rights-in-national/does-dan-
lungren-really-deserve-a-b-from-nra

As we discussed last Friday, NRA's Political Victory
Fund has posted its grades and endorsements for the
2010 elections. While that column focused on the
Nevada U.S. Senate race between Harry Reid and
Sharron Angle, a U.S. House race in California gives
us the oppportunity to do a comparative assessment
for consistency in the way candidates are rated and
endorsed.
They have given Dan Lungren a "B+" and, more
importantly, their endorsement. Recall that Angle
received an "A" and no endorsement, while incumbent
Reid got a "B" and almost $5,000 in campaign
contributions, along with a glowing media testimonial.
Shall we see if Lungren is a superior defender of the
right to keep and bear arms, and deserving of an
official "thumbs up" from the powerful "gun lobby"
opinion-molders?
He talks like he is on his website. He gives us "shall
not be infringed" rhetoric and affirms his belief that
the Second Amendment is an individual right. He
further reveals he signed on to a supportive amicus
brief in the Heller case. I would argue with him on
this, though:
I think it is clear that the Founding Fathers intended
the Second Amendment to allow citizens to keep and
bear arms for personal security and defense, which is
why I have supported Second Amendment rights
throughout my career as an elected official.
"Allow" implies the right is being granted by
government--something the Heller majority
specifically denied when it recognized settled law that
“[t]his is not a right granted by the Constitution.
Neither is it in any manner dependent upon that
instrument for its existence."
A more accurate way to state the Founders' position
would be the Second Amendment disallows the
government from infringing on the right to keep and
bear arms. And limiting their intent to "personal
security and defense" denies the "necessary to the
security of a free State" component, as well as the last-
resort insurrectionary Liberty failsafe revealed through
their contemporary writings and documented
statements.

Still, Lungren has been, if not a strong supporter of
guns, at least a tepid one--recently (even Gun Owners
of America gives him a "C+"). He voted NRA's way
on suing gun manufacturers. He did the same for
spent military brass.
What he has not done is distance himself from his
shameful gun-grabbing past. From The Los Angeles
Times:
Attorney general says he has enforced '89 ban on
sales...California Atty. Gen. Dan Lungren says he is
fully committed to enforcing the state's assault
weapons law.
And he used his office to do just that. From
NRAMembersCouncils.com:
In November of 1997 former Attorney General Dan
Lungren, in a reversal of the position his office had
held since 1991, decided that any SKS type rifle with
a detachable magazine was illegal per penal code
12276 (Assault Weapons Control Act). Additionally,
the AG decided that registration of such rifles would
not be accepted by his office. As a result, thousands of
SKS owners were put at risk of arrest.
The result of this action for California gun owners?
If you purchased an SKS Sporter between January 1,
1992, and December 19, 1997, you must do one of the
following by January 1, 2000:
 Destroy the rifle
 Surrender the rifle to a law enforcement agency
 Sell the rifle to a licensed California "assault weapon"
dealer
 Dispose of the rifle out of state

As if that wasn't enough, Lungren presided over actual
gun confiscation. Here's a recap from
NRAWinningTeam.com -- make sure you follow all
the internal document links like this one to see how he
supported waiting periods and the Brady Bill, was
endorsed by HCI, supported a fundraiser for Jim
Brady, supported magazine bans, supported "gun free
school zones," opposed concealed carry...
I can hear the exuses now: That was then. He had no
choice but to enforce existing gun laws. He's come
around to "our way." His opponent is a gun-grabber
too. You're just bashing NRA again. I'm sure if I
missed any, they will surface in "Comments," below.
I note Rep. Lungren has not publicly addressed his
past transgressions. I note he has not apologized. I
note he has not pledged to never abuse his power
again. No, instead, he tells us a damned lie--sorry,
there's no more accurate way to put that--about having
"supported Second Amendment rights throughout
[his] career."
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If anyone thinks supporting this proven gun-grabber is
the best course for the Republic (and the best
inducement for the Republicans to stop with the
betrayals, although why they would feel compelled to
if they're rewarded anyway is a valid argument), I
won't waste my time trying to dissuade you. Although
I will point out he apparently doesn't feel your support
is worth crowing about...
What I will say is, to endorse gun confiscator Dan
Lungren and not endorse faithful gun rights supporter
Sharron Angle points to a disconnect in the NRA
grading system that is not only illogical, one might
even consider it fraudulent.
I know I do. And it puts the entire NRA rating system
into question as being anything other than
opportunistic pandering and deceptions of
convenience, with no legitimate connection to "voting
freedom first."

JPFO ALERT: NEW SECOND AMENDMENT SONG
We invite you to listen to and enjoy a new song by Thomas
Paden.He asked JPFO to share it with you and we'd like to know
what you think about it and how you might use it -
http://jpfo.org/filegen-a-m/freedommusicplay.htm

He wrote this song called "Second Amendment" with Eddie
Kilgallon and Lucas Hoge and has had many of his songs
recorded by artists such as Kenny Rogers, Lee Greenwood,
Aaron Neville, Tammy Wynette, George Strait, and many others,
but he considers this is by far the most important song he has ever
written. Eddie Kilgallon is a hit songwriter and Lucas Hoge is an
artist who is singing this song.
Lucas is also starring in an Animal Planet show called Last
Chance Highway, which airs on Saturday nights.

Have you watched "No Guns For Jews" yet? -
http://jpfo.org/filegen-n-z2/ngj-download-view.php - Pay close
attention to the strategy we have created for you to use to put our
enemies on the defensive and in doing so, abolish "gun control".
The "No Guns For Jews" homepage is here -
http://nogunsforjews.com/
This alert on JPFO -

http://jpfo.org/alerts2010/alert20100914.htm

Learn about "The Ten Commandments of Self Defense" -
http://jpfo.org/filegen-a-m/10c.htm

You can give the gift of freedom, and it's free. Email this link -
http://jpfo.org/filegen-a-m/2a-today-download.htm - widely and
make copies of "2A Today for the USA" to give away - go there
right now. The message and information in this definitive film is
possibly the only significant way you can do something active to
protect your free right of gun ownership. Now also, include this
same approach for "No Guns for Negroes" -
http://jpfo.org/filegen-n-z/ngn-download-view.htm

Use our latest handbills - http://jpfo.org/filegen-a-m/freebies.htm
- this includes our latest additions.

Remember to check out all JPFO's movies -
http://jpfo.org/filegen-a-m/movies.htm

JPFO ALERT: "NO GUNS FOR JEWS" IS NOW
AVAILABLE!

ALERT FROM JEWS FOR THE PRESERVATION OF
FIREARMS OWNERSHIP America's Aggressive Civil Rights
Organization

September 8th 2010
JPFO ALERT: "NO GUNS FOR JEWS" IS NOW
AVAILABLE!

JPFO members have once again made a great contribution to
freedom for all gun owners.

Enjoy the film - http://jpfo.org/filegen-n-z2/ngj-download-
view.php and pay close attention to the strategy we have created
for you to use to put our enemies on the defensive and in doing
so, abolish "gun control".

For the first time, JPFO is able to offer larger video file
downloads, including an .iso image file which will let you burn
DVD copies for friends and family.

JPFO would like to wish every one a happy Rosh Hashanah
(Jewish New Year, 5771). May all of you and your loved be
inscribed in the book of life and enjoy much happiness, good
health and prosperity.
This alert on JPFO - http://jpfo.org/alerts2010/alert20100908.htm

The "No Guns For Jews" homepage is here -
http://nogunsforjews.com/

Get an aggressive defense of your Second Amendment rights,
team up with JPFO today!
http://jpfo.org/filegen-a-m/member.htm

The JPFO Liberty Crew
Protecting you by creating solutions to destroy "gun control"
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
(If your email program does not recognize a URL as a link, copy

the entire URL and paste it into your Web browser.)

Explore most of JPFO's important site links -
http://jpfo.org/filegen-n-z/site-links-various.htm
Learn about "The Ten Commandments of Self Defense" -
http://jpfo.org/filegen-a-m/10c.htm
If your life ever depends on a battle worthy knife, Dustar is the
choice of many in the Israeli Defense Force -
http://jpfo.org/filegen-a-m/dustar-knives.htm#dustar

You can give the gift of freedom, and it's free. Email this link
http://jpfo.org/filegen-a-m/2a-today- download.htm - widely and
make copies of "2A Today for the USA" to give away - go there
right now. The message and information in this definitive film is
possibly the only significant way you can do something active to
protect your free right of gun ownership.

Now also, include this same approach for "No Guns for Negroes"
http://jpfo.org/filegen-n-z/ngn-download-view.htm
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Use our latest handbills - http://jpfo.org/filegen-a-m/freebies.htm
this includes our latest additions.
Remember to check out all JPFO's movies -

http://jpfo.org/filegen-a-m/movies.htm
Please support JPFO with donations, memberships and purchase

of our materials ( http://shop.jpfo.org/ ) - so we can continue to
provide you with these alerts and defend your rights.
JPFO Membership form - http://jpfo.org/pdf02/memb-form.pdf
JPFO On line secure membership sign up -
http://shop.jpfo.org/cart.php?m=product_list&amp;c=4
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~
PS - Visit our alert archive / sign up to receive email alerts -

http://jpfo.org/alerts.htm

=======================
=========

***News Links

10-10-06 Two Cops Accused of Robbing Undercover
Officer

Officers allegedly stole marijuana from undercover
officer with intent to distribute

Two Philadelphia police officers have been charged
with criminal conspiracy, robbery, kidnapping, unlawful
restraint, false imprisonment, theft, and other related
charges, according to officials.

Sean Alivera, 31, and Christopher Luciano, 23,
allegedly robbed a supposed drug dealer of 20 pounds of
marijuana with a street value of $24,000 as well as $3,000
in cash. It turns out that the man they thought was a drug
dealer was actually an undercover officer.

Authorities also believe that the two planned to have
the drugs redistributed on the street by an un-named drug
dealer.

“These two men are a disgrace to their badges, but they
should not reflect on the hard working men and women in
the police department,” said Philadelphia District Attorney
Seth Williams

At least five Philadelphia officers have been accused or
convicted in the past year of trying to rob drug dealers.
Philadelphia Police Commissioner Charles Ramsey
reportedly plans to clean house in the 6,600-member
department.

"As far as corrupt cops, if they want to continue to do
what they're doing we will find them, we will arrest them
and they will be prosecuted, period," said Ramsey. "There
is no middle ground here. Absolutely none."

http://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/breaking/Two-
Cops-Accused-of-Robbing-an-Undercover-Officer.html?dr

10-10-05 State House approves bill expanding self-
defense law

HARRISBURG — The House tonight approved a bill
expanding the state's self-defense law and key senators say
there will be an effort to consider the legislation next
week.

The House by a 159-38 vote approved so-called "stand
your ground" legislation that allows lethal force in self
defense outside the home.

The Senate will make an effort to put the issue on its
agenda in the three remaining days of session before
adjourning for the year, said Senate President Pro Tempore
Joe Scarnati, R-Jefferson County. The Senate's last three
days are Oct.12, 13 and 14.

Under existing law, the Castle Doctrine holds that a
person does not need to retreat from an assailant and can
shoot to kill when defending his or her home. But outside
the home, to justifiably argue self defense, a person needs
to take steps away from the assailant.

H.B. 40 says that people can defend themselves in their
yards, on their porches, in their cars or even a public place,
without retreat from an assailant threatening them with
death or serious bodily injury.

As was the case Monday, House Minority Leader Sam
Smith, R-Punxsutawney, used a parliamentary maneuver to
shut off consideration of amendments. His motion was
approved 143-56.

But Rep. Curtis Thomas, D-Philadelphia, said, "The
minority leader has imposed a rule to shut this chamber
up."

"It's not the minority leader doing something," Smith
said. "It's the majority of the House doing something."
Moreover, Smith said the amendments under consideration
"were not directly related to the underlying bill."

House Democrats opposed to the bill then moved for
adjournment. The motion was defeated overwhelmingly.

But supporters have attempted for six years to win
passage. Gun control advocates kept the bill parked in
committee this year. Only the threatened use of a rare
procedure to withdraw the bill from the House State
Appropriations Committee prompted the committee to
send the bill to the full House.

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/s_
702736.html

10-10-05 Assault rifle, ammo stolen from Scranton
cop's car

An assault rifle and 90 rounds of ammunition were
stolen early Monday from the car of a Scranton police
detective whose garage in South Side was one of six
burglarized overnight.

In each burglary, between the 1400 and 2200 blocks of
Prospect Avenue, an unknown number of suspects forced
their way into garages and ransacked the vehicles inside.

The city-owned gun was the most significant thing
taken from the half-dozen cars that were broken into, Capt.
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Carl Graziano said. Other victims reported money and
everyday items missing.

The AR-15 assault rifle belonged to a detective on the
city's SWAT team. The garage was locked, and so was the
car's trunk, Capt. Graziano said.

Other tactical gear in the car - such as a SWAT helmet
and vest - was untouched.

The thieves likely realized the gun's provenance from
the equipment, if not the look of the police vehicle before
they got that far, Capt. Graziano said.

He declined to name the burglarized detective, who was
in line with standard procedure when he stored the weapon
in his car, Capt. Graziano said.

Anyone with information is asked to call police at 348-
4134

http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/assault-rifle-ammo-
stolen-from-scranton-cop-s-car-1.1043771

10-10-04 House to vote on 'stand your ground' gun
bill today

HARRISBURG -- The state House today is expected to
vote on "stand your ground" legislation that would allow
people to shoot assailants in self-defense in public places
without first retreating.

Under the "Castle Doctrine," people are permitted to
defend themselves with deadly force without retreat in
their homes. The legislation, H.B. 40, would extend that to
a person's porch, car or "anywhere you have a lawful right
to be," said Rep. Scott Perry, R-York County, the bill's
sponsor.

The bill has broad bipartisan support, but it had been
bottled up in committee. House Majority Leader Todd
Eachus, D-Luzerne County, last week publicly agreed to
schedule the vote.

"It's important we are allowed to avail ourselves of our
constitutional right to protect ourselves," Perry said. "Right
now, the scales are tipped to criminals or perpetrators, and
I want to see the scales tipped back to law-abiding
citizens."

Joe Grace, executive director of CeaseFire PA, a gun
control group, described the measure as "feel-good
solution."

"It perpetuates the myth that using guns more
frequently makes us safer. We don't believe that to be
true."

Gun control advocates are lining up amendments. Some
Democrats will use the bill "to showcase anti-gun
amendments," Perry said.

Numerous Democrats support the Castle Doctrine
expansion, however. Rep. John Pallone, D-New
Kensington, who has a permit to carry a firearm, said the
legislation "makes it clearer I can protect my family, my
home or myself."

Pallone said he will vote for it provided it is "not
grossly amended."

"As far as I am concerned, let them offer the
amendments," said Rep. Daryl Metcalfe, R-Cranberry, a
key supporter of the measure. "We can beat them all
down."

Rep. Bryan Lentz, D-Delaware County, a candidate for
Congress, plans to offer an amendment to close the so-
called "Florida loophole" that allows people denied a
permit to carry a firearm in Pennsylvania to obtain one in
other states, such as Florida.

"Gun owners are rallying around the Castle Doctrine
because they want the right to defend their family if an
intruder enters their home," Lentz said. "It gives them a
sense of security against criminals. My bill does that, too.
It makes sure people who are prone to violence don't abuse
a technicality in the law to harm others."

The chance a bill will land on Gov. Ed Rendell's desk
in the last days of the legislative session remains slim.

"Any House bill being considered for the first time at
this late date faces an incredibly tight schedule in the
Senate, with only three session days remaining," said
Senate Republican spokesman Erik Arneson.

The Senate is not in session this week. It returns for
session Oct. 12, 13 and 14 and then recesses for the year.
Rendell said Friday that he would have to review a Castle
Doctrine extension before deciding whether to sign or veto
it

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/dailycourier/s_702590
.html

10-10-03 Self-Aiming Sniper Rifles Coming Next
Year

Soldiers from units within Task Force Currahee fire at
iron targets over 500 meters away during a range day
portion of a training class on the newly-issued M14 during
a four-day training class at Forward Operating Base
Salerno, Khost province, Sept. 8.

A sniper crouches near an open window and zooms in
on his target, who sits a half-mile away. He peers through a
scope and holds his breath, preparing to squeeze the
trigger. But it’s windy outside, and he can't afford a miss.
What to do?

Clearly, he needs a self-aiming gun. Fortunately, one
should be available next year.

Using the One-Shot system, under development by the
Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA), a
new electro-optical system will calculate the ballistics for
him, telling him where to aim and ensuring a perfect shot --
no matter the weather conditions.

Lockheed Martin won a $6.9 million contract this week
for the second phase of DARPA’s One-Shot system, which
will provide direct observations of a target, measure every
variable that influences a bullet’s flight, and calculate the
aim offset in a sniper’s rifle scope.

During the project’s first phase, which started in 2007,
Lockheed developed a down-range system that measured
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average crosswind; range to target; spotter scope position;
air temperature, pressure, and humidity; and more,
according to Military Aerospace. Using all those variables,
the company calculated the ballistics for a .308 bullet at
ranges as far as 3,600 feet.

While that’s impressive, the system was too heavy and
unwieldy, and it couldn’t be used with standard rifle
scopes. The phase-two design will be more compact and
able to operate in real time and over longer distances.

It will measure atmospheric conditions, account for the
weapon’s maximum effective range and include GPS
coordinates. It’s also supposed to communicate with the
rifle scope, informing the gun itself of the aim point offset
and expected crosswind.

Lockheed is supposed to deliver 15 field-testable
prototypes by next October.

http://www.foxnews.com/scitech/2010/10/01/self-
aiming-shot-sniper-rifle-scheduled-year/?test=faces

10-10-03 Chavez: Civilian militia should be armed
full-time

CARACAS, Venezuela -- Venezuelan President Hugo
Chavez said Sunday that members of the country's civilian
militia should be issued weapons to be armed and ready at
all times.

The Bolivarian Militia is a force of volunteers ranging
from students to retirees formed in recent years by Chavez,
who says it is a crucial component of the nation's defenses.

Until now, members of the militia have regularly
trained at weekend boot camps, but their guns have usually
been locked away in military depots when not in use.

"Who has seen a militia without weapons?" Chavez
said during his Sunday television and radio program. He
said he was surprised when he met some militiamen
standing guard recently and learned they had no guns.

"The militias are the people with weapons in hand,"
Chavez told an audience including military officers and
high-ranking officials in rural Guarico state.

"We need to break old paradigms because we're still
seeing the militias as if they were a complementary force,
some battalions that get together once a month over there,
or go and march somewhere," Chavez said. "No, buddy.
The militia is a permanent territorial unit and it should be
armed, equipped and trained - campesinos, workers."

Chavez also suggested that the country should
accelerate the formation of militia units.

The militia is named after Simon Bolivar, the
independence hero who is an inspiration for Chavez, and
its members range from housewives to engineers to public
employees. Men and women in the militia regularly attend
weekend training sessions where they learn to fire
cannons, mortars and machine guns.

Diosdado Cabello, one of Chavez's longtime confidants,
has said the militia comprises about 120,000 fighters and is
growing.

Chavez, who survived a failed coup in 2002, says the
militia should be prepared to defend the country against
any threat, foreign or domestic. He has said he believes the
United States poses a threat to his oil-exporting country,
though U.S. officials strongly deny it.

Opponents of the leftist president say the militia is
essentially a personal army for Chavez aimed at
intimidating his adversaries, maintaining control and
keeping him in power

http://www.miamiherald.com/2010/10/03/1855635/cha
vez-civilian-militia-should.html

10-10-03 UK Licence plan upsets the anti-gun lobby
A cash-saving proposal to stop home visits for some

shotgun licence renewals has been slammed as
‘horrendous’ by anti-gun campaigners.

Plans to halt some home visits for the five-yearly
certificate renewals as part of the growing collaboration
between Bedfordshire Police and Hertfordshire
Constabulary will be put forward later this month.

If they get the go-ahead, it will mean gun users may be
able to keep their licences without being assessed in
person by police officers.

The plans have enraged Lucy Cope, 55, who created
anti-gun campaign group Mothers Against Guns after her
son was shot outside a London nightclub in 2002 has hit
out against the suggested changes.

She said: “That is a horrendous idea. The one they skip
could be the one.

“The blood will be on their hands.
A bullet doesn’t have a brain, its only intention is to

kill.
“Are Bedfordshire Police saying we will save money,

but not lives? “It’s sending out a very weak message.
If they’re not doing checks, how to they know the gun

is in the house?” The news comes two months after our
sister paper, Luton & Dunstable Express, exclusively
revealed 49 children own shotgun certificates in
Bedfordshire – the youngest of whom is aged ten.

If accepted, the new shotgun licence plans will go out
to consultation before being put into practice, with savings
expected through staff redundancies.

Gun licence holders would still have to meet certain
criteria in order to be considered suitable to skip the home
visit.

Sarah Wilkinson, spokeswoman for Bedfordshire
Police, said: “One of the possible suggestions is that the
team may not do some home visits at the point of renewal
of a shotgun license.

“For instance, a retired gamekeeper who has held a
shotgun licence at the same address for 25 years with no
problems who passes all the other renewal checks – is it
really necessary to visit the same premises for the fifth
time? “Other than that, the procedures would stay the
same.
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“No decision has been made about any of the proposals
at this stage

http://www.luton-dunstable.co.uk/News/Luton-
News/Licence-plan-upsets-the-anti-gun-lobby.htm

10-10-03 Gun crime report fires up debate on laws
A study says Pennsylvania is among 10 states in which

nearly half of the guns that crossed state lines and were
used in crimes last year were sold

Nicole Dayhoff was at a family reunion Sept. 19, 2009,
when she got the phone call every mother dreads.

Her son, Kristoffer Holmes, 18, had been fatally shot
by a friend behind an uptown Harrisburg home. Daron
Bradley was fooling around with a handgun he had no
legal right to be carrying when it discharged, the bullet
striking Holmes in the chest.

Cases like Bradley's are not uncommon here.
Nearly half of the guns that crossed state lines and were

used in crimes last year were sold in 10 states, including
Pennsylvania, according to a report released by Mayors
Against Illegal Guns, an association of more than 500
mayors.

The findings are a bit misleading, in a sense, when you
consider the above list -- made up of some of the county's
most populous states -- is based on raw figures. A closer
look reveals that Pennsylvania ranked 30th in the number
of exported guns per 100,000 people.

Nevertheless, gun control advocates say the findings
highlight the need for stricter gun laws, especially a
statewide law requiring gun owners to report lost or stolen
handguns. Meanwhile, a gun rights supporter argues
existing laws regulating firearms need to be enforced and
prosecuted better.

Pennsylvania needs to pass a law requiring the
reporting of lost or stolen handguns, said Joe Grace, the
executive director of CeasefirePA, a gun violence
prevention group. States that have such laws are two-thirds
less likely for a gun to be exported and used in a crime, he
said.

Forty-six municipalities in the state, including
Harrisburg, have reporting laws, he said.

"If the [state] General Assembly will heed the call of
these 46 municipalities and pass a simple lost or stolen
handgun reporting requirement, I think you will see few
crime guns being exported," Grace said. "It clearly would
be a step in the right direction to reducing gun violence."

A reporting requirement proposal made it to the House
floor in 2008 but was struck down.

The mayors' association released the study to offset a
recent FBI report showing all violent crime decreased
nationwide in 2009, said Kim Stolfer, the chairman of the
political action committee Firearm Owners Against Crime,
a gun rights lobbying firm. Violent crime -- murder, rape,
robbery, assault -- decreased more than 5 percent from

2008 to 2009, according to the FBI. Property crime
decreased about 4 percent.

He also pointed to a Philadelphia Inquirer story in
December that exposed flaws in prosecuting gun laws.
Only one in 10 people charged with gun assaults in
Philadelphia was convicted, and half the people arrested
for possession of illegal handguns were set free, the
newspaper found.

"It's simple: Prosecute the criminals for violating the
firearms laws we have now," Stolfer said. "If you don't do
it, you're part of the problem and not the solution."

In Pennsylvania, it's a 5-year minimum sentence if
you're convicted of possessing drugs and guns.

Cumberland County District Attorney David Freed said
he was not surprised by the mayors' report. A lot of the
guns used in crimes are stolen in burglaries, many times
committed by relatives or someone the gun owner knows,
he said.

He recommended that gun owners secure their firearms
in a safe box where they would be harder for burglars to
swipe.

"People aren't stealing guns necessarily because they
want to have a better buck season," Freed said. "They're
stealing guns to use for illegal purposes."

Dauphin County District Attorney Edward M. Marsico
Jr. said there needs to be a change in the culture where
young adults in urban areas carry guns like they are
fashion accessories.

There also need to be more resources devoted to
tracking down where illegal firearms were purchased,
Marsico said.

"Anything we can do to stem the tide of all these illegal
guns out there [would be good]," he said. "I wish I knew an
answer except for punishing those who use firearms
illegally."

http://www.pennlive.com/news/patriotnews/index.ssf?/
base/news/1286064607125140.xml&coll=1

10-10-03 Man robbed at gunpoint in Schuylkill
County gamelands

Police are listing the incident as an attempted homicide.
Pennsylvania State Police are looking for armed

robbers who assaulted a man and stole his car late
Saturday night in Schuylkill County state gamelands.

State police at Frackville say two men armed with guns
robbed a 35-year-old man in the state gamelands near
Walker Township at 7 p.m. Saturday as the victim tried to
head home after a day of archery hunting.

The men approached him, struck him several times with
their weapons and took the keys to his 2008 Dodge Dakota
and his cell phone, according to a news release.

As the men drove away, the victim ran into the
gamelands where he hid overnight, state police said.

The victim emerged from the woods at 5 a.m. Sunday
morning and ran to a nearby home on Valley Road. An
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ambulance took him to a nearby hospital, where he was
treated for non-serious injuries, police said.

State troopers from the Frackville station as well as
Schuykill Haven and Hamburg canvassed the scene
Sunday with the help of a state police helicopter, police
said.

Police are listing the incident as an attempted homicide,
aggravated assault and robbery. The gray Dodge Dakota
with an extended cab is still missing, police said.

Anyone with information is asked to call 570-874-5300
http://www.mcall.com/news/breaking/mc-walker-

attempted-homicide-20101003,0,716424.story

10-10-02 Gun control activists say recent report
ranking Pennsylvania on dubious list calls for stricter
laws

Gun control advocates say a recent study ranking
Pennsylvania among the county’s top interstate crime gun
suppliers highlight the need for stricter gun laws,
especially a statewide law requiring gun owners to report
lost or stolen handguns.

Meanwhile, a gun-rights supporter argues existing laws
regulating firearms need to be enforced and prosecuted
better.

Nearly half of the guns that crossed state lines and were
used in crimes last year were sold in 10 states, including
Pennsylvania, according to a report released last week by
Mayors Against Illegal Guns, an association of more than
500 mayors.

The findings are a bit misleading, in a sense, when you
consider the above list — made up of some of the county’s
most populous states — is based on raw figures. A closer
look reveals that Pennsylvania ranked 30th in the number
of exported guns per 100,000 people.

Pennsylvania needs to pass a law requiring the
reporting of lost or stolen handguns, said Joe Grace,
executive director of CeasefirePA, a gun violence
prevention group. States that have such laws are two-thirds
less likely for a gun to be exported and used in a crime, he
said.

Fort-six municipalities in the state — including
Harrisburg — now have reporting laws, he said.

“If the [state] General Assembly will heed the call of
these 46 municipalities and pass a simple lost or stolen
handgun reporting requirement, I think you will see few
crime guns being exported,” Grace said. “It clearly would
be a step in the right direction to reducing gun violence.”

The mayors’ association released the study to offset a
recent Federal Bureau of Investigation report showing all
violent crime decreased nationwide in 2009, said Kim
Stolfer, chairman of the political action committee Firearm
Owners Against Crime, a gun-rights lobbying firm. Violent
crime – murder, rape, robbery, assault – decreased more
than five percent from 2008 to 2009, according to the FBI.
Property crime decreased about four percent.

He also pointed to a Philadelphia Inquirer story in
December that exposed flaws in prosecuting gun laws.
Only one in 10 people charged with gun assaults in
Philadelphia was convicted and half the people arrested for
possession of illegal handguns were let go free, the
newspaper found.

“It’s simple: Prosecute the criminals for violating the
firearms laws we have now,” Stolfer said. “If you don’t do
it, you’re part of the problem and not the solution.”

Top 10 Interstate Crime Gun Suppliers (by volume)
State / Guns exported
Georgia — 2,781
Florida — 2,640
Virginia — 2,557
Texas — 2,240
Indiana — 2,011
Ohio — 1,806
Pennsylvania — 1,777
North Carolina — 1,775
California — 1,772
Arizona — 1,637

Most Crime Guns Exported per 100,000 residents
1. Mississippi 50.3
2. West Virginia 46.8
3. Kentucky 34.9
4. Alaska 33.4
5. Alabama 33.2
6. South Carolina 33.0
7. Virginia 32.4
8. Indiana 31.3
9. Nevada 30.6
10. Georgia 28.3
30. Pennsylvania 14.1
Source: Mayors Against Illegal Guns.

About the study: The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives traced more than 145,000 guns
used in crimes in 2009 and found that more than 43,000 of
those weapons were sold in other states. Forty-nine percent
were sold in Georgia, Florida, Virginia, Texas, Indiana,
Ohio, Pennsylvania, North Carolina, California or Arizona

http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2010/10/g
un_control_activists_say_rece.html

10-10-02 Man jailed on weapons charge
COURTHOUSE — A Philadelphia man is headed to

jail after police, during a traffic stop along Route 422 in
Limerick, discovered he illegally possessed a firearm in his
vehicle.

Nathaniel Harley Jr., 27, of North Seventh Street, was
sentenced in Montgomery County Court to six-to-23-
months in the county jail, to be followed by three years’
probation, after he pleaded guilty to a felony charge of
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firearms not to be carried without a license in connection
with the November 2009 incident.

Judge Steven T. O’Neill, who accepted a plea
agreement in the case, said Harley is eligible for the jail’s
work release program during his incarceration. The gun,
which police identified as an EAA Witness P .45-caliber
handgun was forfeited to the county detectives as part of
the sentence.

An investigation of Harley began about 10:15 a.m. Nov.
4, 2009, when state police at Skippack were stationed on
eastbound Route 422 in Limerick to enforce a 50 mph
speed limitation in an active work zone, according to the
arrest affidavit. At that time, police observed a 2004
Pontiac Grand Prix, operated by Harley, traveling at 72
mph and they stopped the vehicle just east of Township
Line Road.

Upon approaching the vehicle, police alleged they
detected an odor of marijuana coming from the interior of
the car. After citing Harley for the speed violation, police
asked to search the vehicle for drugs and Harley and his
female passenger, who reportedly owned the car,
consented to the search, according to the criminal
complaint.

During the search, police discovered the handgun inside
the locked glove box and a bag containing a small amount
of marijuana on the right side floor of the driver’s seat,
according to the arrest affidavit. Harley allegedly admitted
to owning the marijuana, according to police.

During the investigation, police determined Harley did
not have a permit to carry a concealed weapon. Police
alleged that the handgun had been reported stolen in
Indiana.

Other charges of possession of marijuana, receiving
stolen property and persons not to possess a firearm were
dismissed against Harley as part of the plea agreement

http://www.timesherald.com/articles/2010/10/02/news/
doc4ca7fd0e80db1857582748.txt

10-09-30 Man gets life term in Waterfront killing
Whether the jury that heard the homicide case against

Freedom Bey was all white or not, a judge told the
defendant Wednesday, there are some laws that transcend
race and community.

"To take another person's life is fundamentally wrong,"
said Allegheny County Judge Joseph K. Williams III.

Minutes earlier, the judge sentenced Mr. Bey to the
state-mandated term for first-degree murder -- life in prison
without parole.

Mr. Bey was convicted in July of killing Brendan
Brooks, 38, at the Eat 'n Park restaurant at the Waterfront
in June 2008.

Before his hearing had even begun, Mr. Bey, 37, told
the judge he didn't believe he received a fair trial.
Specifically, he told Judge Williams that he believed there
was prosecutorial misconduct, that several witnesses

perjured themselves and that he did not believe that the all-
white jury that heard his case accurately reflected his
community.

"There was no way I was going to get a fair trial," Mr.
Bey said. "There were no ethnic groups. There was a 54-
year-old man from Upper St. Clair."

Defense attorney Patrick Thomassey, who twice
challenged the makeup of the jury before the trial started,
agreed with his client.

"An all-white jury doesn't understand what happens in
other communities in this city," he said. "When you have a
self-defense case, like I tried here, white jurors can't
understand the mindset of an inner-city kid."

Deputy District Attorney Mark V. Tranquilli disagreed.
"We're advocates. It's our job to educate jurors about

the differences in our communities," he said.
Judge Williams told Mr. Bey he was sympathetic to his

concerns and that he wished that juries would more
accurately represent the community. But, he continued, he
did not believe that changed the outcome of the trial.

"I do not see you as the victim in this case," the judge
said. "I think we create our own realities. I think you've
created a reality that increased the probability these things
would happen."

Mr. Bey claimed self-defense during the trial, alleging
that Mr. Brooks had terrorized him for years, including
assaulting him with a knife and a gun.

The day Mr. Brooks was killed, Mr. Bey was at Eat 'n
Park with two female friends.

When Mr. Brooks walked in about 3:30 a.m., witnesses
testified that Mr. Bey became visibly upset.

He walked out of the restaurant and back in and then
stopped outside a window near Mr. Brooks' table, shouting
at him.

Mr. Brooks eventually walked out of the restaurant to
try to calm Mr. Bey. Instead, he was shot twice.

Judge Williams said that the morning of the shooting,
Mr. Bey was out with friends, living the high life and
having a good time.

"The last person you wanted to see that night was
Brendan Brooks," he said. "That need to be who you
wanted -- that crumbled in on you.

"That's why, I believe, you acted the way that you did."
The victim's mother and brother both spoke at the

sentencing.
Linda Brooks carried with her to the courtroom a black

box containing her son's ashes.
"At the end of the day, this is what he left me with,"

Ms. Brooks said tapping the box.
Dane Brooks was found not guilty in August of a

March 2008 homicide at the Mac Can Do bar in
Homewood, where he worked as a doorman.

He condemned Mr. Bey's argument of self-defense.
"Come on. You gunned down the man. Self-defense?"

Dane Brooks asked.
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But Mr. Bey told the Brooks family he was sorry for
what happened.

"My heart goes out to that family," he said. "I didn't
want that man dead. I live with it every day.

"I was forced to pull that firearm. I wasn't there that
night as some murderer."

http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/10273/1091408-53.stm

10-10-01 FARAGO: Fewer firearms, more crime
Gun control set off explosion of drug-cartel violence
Last month, Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton

told an interviewer that Mexican drug lords are "what we
would consider an insurgency." Diplomatically enough, the
State Department immediately rescinded her remark. But
Mrs. Clinton is right. To wit: So far this year, the cartels'
henchmen have assassinated 10 Mexican mayors.

Clearly, the drug lords are subverting the rule of law,
obliterating northern Mexico's political infrastructure. And
why not? The cartels have bought off the Mexican
military, surviving politicians, judges and the police. As
we learned in Iraq and Afghanistan, it takes a village to
stop an insurgency. Too bad the Mexican people can't own
guns.

According to Article 10 of the Mexican Constitution,
our neighbors to the south have the same right to bear arms
guaranteed by the Second Amendment of the U.S.
Constitution:

"The inhabitants of the United Mexican States have the
right to possess arms in their homes for their security and
legitimate defense with the exception of those prohibited
by federal law and of those reserved for the exclusive use
of the Army, Navy, Air Force and National Guard. Federal
law shall determine the cases, conditions and place in
which the inhabitants may be authorized to bear arms."

There's your trouble. When it comes to personal
protection, the Mexican government gets the last word. Or,
in this case, the first. And that word is "no."

Long before the Mexican drug cartels cut a distribution
deal with their South American confederates, back when
Colombian drug lords were busy corrupting their society's
democratic system, Mexico's federal government was
cracking down on private gun ownership. Its war against
civilian firearms began in 1968, after civil unrest spooked
the powers that be. The Mexican government closed all
privately held firearm stores. From that point on, all
firearm sales had to go through the Mexican Defense
Ministry. It determined what guns were sold to whom at
what price.

As you'd expect, this artificial concentration of supply
led to a worsening of endemic corruption. Bottom line:
Only the wealthiest Mexicans could legally secure a
firearm for personal protection. Sometimes not even they
could. The Defense Ministry's sales practices also reflected
its self-serving political agenda. It restricted legal access to
guns to the point where some Mexican law enforcement

agencies were forced to smuggle in weapons from the
United States. So were thousands of civilians.

Ironically, given America's history of individual gun
rights, the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives (ATF) helped Mexico combat gun-running. It's
a partnership that continues to this day, only more so.
Congress has just sent the ATF an extra $37.5 million to
open seven new southern field offices, charged with
stemming the flow of guns to drug cartels south of the
border. Question: Are these American-sourced guns going
to the cartels or to civilians desperate to protect themselves
from the drug lords' reign of terror?

Most of the exports end up in the drug lords' arsenal of
anti-democracy. But that doesn't change the fact that
America's hugely expensive gun-running interdiction
efforts may be evoking the law of unintended
consequences - making it easier for the cartels to increase
their death grip on the populace of northern Mexico. While
America is fighting foreign insurgencies by training and
arming our ground-level allies overseas, we're spending
hundreds of millions of dollars actively denying our
neighbors to the south the weapons they need to defend
themselves against terror, torture, corruption and
intimidation.

Eradicating the scourge of Mexican drug cartels is not
simply a matter of handing Mexican citizens a hundred
thousand ArmaLites and a few thousand rounds of ammo
each. Even if it were, the Obama administration wouldn't
go there. But it is true that America has a long, noble
history of helping the defenseless defend themselves. If we
could pressure the Mexican Defense Ministry to liberalize
its firearm licensing policies, even temporarily, we might
be able to tip the balance of power away from the cartels
and their unconscionable cruelty, toward democracy and
the rule of law.

Meanwhile, we can continue our support for Mexico's
efforts to battle the drug cartels and shut down their U.S.
distribution channels as best we can. If things get bad
enough, we could legalize the drugs in question, pulling
the rug out from under the criminals' feet as we did by
ending Prohibition.

In any case, Mexico's problem needs a Mexican
solution. The same guns that President Felipe Calderon
and President Obama vilify for crossing the border could
actually be the country's salvation. More guns, less crime?
If it works for us, and there are those who argue that point
most persuasively, why not for Mexico? Equally important
and more personally, if you lived in one of Mexico's
northern border towns, wouldn't you want to carry a gun?
Exactly.

http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2010/oct/1/few
er-firearms-more-crime/

10-09-30 Fed judge dismisses states' gun suit –
Firearm Freedom Act
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HELENA, Mont. -- A federal judge in Missoula has
dismissed a lawsuit by gun rights advocates and states
seeking freedom from federal gun laws, a move that the
advocates promised to appeal.

The decision Wednesday from U.S. District Judge
Donald Molloy was expected since his magistrate a month
ago recommended tossing out the lawsuit because
Congress has the authority to regulate firearms with its
constitutional power to regulate interstate commerce.

Molloy sided with the U.S. Department of Justice,
which argued Congress' ability to regulate guns and other
items through the "commerce clause" of the U.S.
Constitution had long ago been decided in courts.

The lawsuit involving Montana, Utah, Alabama, Idaho,
South Carolina, South Dakota, Wyoming and West
Virginia argued that states should decide which rules, if
any, would control the sale and purchase of guns and
paraphernalia made inside their borders.

The 10th Amendment of the Constitution assures that
the federal government only has those powers that are
specifically given to it by the Constitution, the states said.

Gun control advocates who joined in the case
welcomed the decision.

"We are pleased that the court rejected this dangerous,
misguided and unconstitutional law," Paul Helmke,
president of the Brady Center to Prevent Gun Violence,
said in a statement. "It is already far too easy for dangerous
people to get deadly weapons. There is no reason for
Montana or other states to allow gun sales without the
Brady background checks that help keep guns away from
criminals."

The issue was launched last year with "firearm
freedoms act" laws backed by the Montana Shooting
Sports Association first in Montana. That gun group led
the court battle.

"We've believed all along that the federal District Court
cannot grant the relief we request. We seek to overturn a
half-century of bad precedent," Gary Marbut, MSSA
president, said in a statement. "Only the U.S. Supreme
Court can do that. In that light, the pending dismissal by
the District Court means little except that we are now free
to move to the next step of the process."

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/09/30/AR2010093004268.html

10-09-29 Why Gun Bans Still Don't Work
Yesterday's wild shooting spree at the University of

Texas fortunately ended without anyone being hurt before
the gunman shot himself. Naturally, the incident has yet
again raised the question over gun bans, such as the ban
currently in effect at the University of Texas.

Do they actually do more harm than good?
Gun bans as the solution to gun violence has popped up

again, covering different areas. It would have been nice if
such bans had stopped criminals from using guns. But,

alas, the results are invariably the same, whether the ban is
put in place for college campuses, cities, or entire nations:
gun bans disarm the law-abiding, not criminals. Instead of
making victims safer, they make criminals safer.

Take a simple example. Suppose your family is being
stalked by a criminal who intends on harming them. Would
you feel safer putting up a sign in front of your home with
the message: "This Home is a Gun-Free Zone"? Probably
not. The sign would only tell criminals that they would
meet little resistance if they attacked. But in effect, we
have put these signs on everything from schools to a
couple of cities.

With the consistent failures of gun bans in D.C. and
Chicago to protect public safety, one would think that
people would stop pushing for gun bans. Murder rates in
both places soared after bans were imposed. The just-
released FBI crime numbers for 2009 show that murders
and other violent crime rates plummeted after the Supreme
Court struck down D.C.'s gunlock and handgun ban law in
2008. D.C.'s murder rate fell by an astounding 23 percent
last year, about three times the national drop in murder
rates as well as for cities of similar size. The drop in
murder and other violent crime has continued this year,
with the numbers available through July showing a total
drop in murders of about 36 percent over two years.

Gun control proponents claim that those bans weren't
fair tests because guns were still available in other parts of
the country and thus criminals could bring guns into D.C.
and Chicago. But the failure of bans occurs even when
entire nations adopt them. Even island nations, such as
Ireland, Jamaica, or England and Wales, who can't blame
some neighboring country for its supply of illegal guns,
have seen increases in murder rates.

The debate over concealed handguns has been similar,
raising the question of whether guns should be limited to
people's homes. Fears about accidents and rampages by
permit holders, and blood running in the streets however
never materialized where concealed carry has been
allowed. Individuals who have gone through the process to
get a permit have turned out to be extremely law-abiding,
losing their permits for firearm violations at just
hundredths or even thousandths of one percent. Refereed
academic studies by economists and criminologists alike
have consistently demonstrated that these predictions
never occurred for crime either.

The University of Texas attack yesterday could easily
have ended up with innocent victims being killed or
injured. These deranged attackers typically want to commit
suicide in a way that will gain them the most attention, and
they do that my causing as much violence as possible
before they die.

Bill Landes and I have examined all the multiple-victim
public shootings with two or more victims in the United
States from 1977 to 1999. We found that when states
passed right-to-carry laws, these attacks fell by an
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astounding 60 percent. Deaths and injuries from multiple-
victim public shootings fell on average by 78 percent. And
to the extent that these attacks still occur in states with
right-to-carry laws, they overwhelming occur in those few
places where concealed handguns are not allowed. Gun
free zones served as magnets for these attacks.

The desire to ban guns is understandable, but it is
dangerous, too. If we won't hang "Gun-Free Zone" signs
around our homes, let's not hang them around our schools
or other places we care about either.
http://www.foxnews.com/opinion/2010/09/29/gun-bans-
dont-work/

10-09-29 Rep. Solobay fends off 4 muggers in
Harrisburg

While state House Democrats wrangled late into the
night Tuesday over an extraction tax for Marcellus Shale
drillers, one local legislator found himself nearly in a
struggle for his life.

State Rep. Tim Solobay, D-Canonsburg, was accosted
by four teenage boys at gunpoint late Tuesday, after
returning from a late supper with his colleagues.

Mr. Solobay, 54, said Democratic House members
stayed on the floor debating issues, such as the Marcellus
Shale, until about 9:30 Tuesday night.

Afterward, a group of them went to dinner and about 11
p.m. headed back to a duplex rented by eight House
members, including Mr. Solobay, in midtown Harrisburg.

Mr. Solobay said he and state Rep. Harry Readshaw, D-
Carrick, parked a car they were riding in about two blocks
from their house, but as they walked home, saw a parking
spot much closer to the house.

Mr. Solobay said Mr. Readshaw went into the house
while he returned the car, intending to park it closer.

That's when four youths with hooded jackets and
handkerchiefs covering their faces surrounded Mr.
Solobay.

"They said," 'We want all of your stuff,' " he said today.
But instead of complying, Mr. Solobay, a former

linebacker with the physique to match, said he "lunged at
them," knocking them out of the way.

"I said, ' "Get the [expletive] out of here, punks,' " he
said.

Two of the teens took off, while Mr. Solobay hustled
into his car, locking the doors.

One of the remaining boys raised a gun to Mr.
Solobay's window.

Mr. Solobay, who also serves as fire chief in
Canonsburg, said he sat back as far as he could in the seat
and activated the siren that was installed in his personal
car in case of fire emergencies.

"As soon as I hit my siren, he took off," he said.
Mr. Solobay said he phoned 911 and within 20 minutes,

Harrisburg police had two of the 16-year-old boys in

custody. Although Mr. Solobay said he didn't see the faces
of his attackers, he was able to identify their clothing.

The boys, Thomas Evans and Sharief Hand, of
Harrisburg, were charged with armed robbery and
conspiracy.

Charged as adults, the boys remained in the Dauphin
County Jail while police search for their accomplices. Mr.
Solobay believes all four were teenagers.

Though the experience was frightening, Mr. Solobay
said it had a positive side.

"At least we got some of the trash off the streets of
Harrisburg," he said

http://www.postgazette.com/pg/10272/1091288-
100.stm

10-09-26 Study Shows 10 States Sell Half of
Imported Crime Guns

WASHINGTON (Sept. 26) -- Nearly half of the guns
that crossed state lines and were used in crimes in 2009
were sold in just 10 states, according to a report being
released Monday by a mayors' group.

Those states accounted for nearly 21,000 guns
connected to crimes in other states, said the survey by
Mayors Against Illegal Guns, an association of more than
500 mayors led by New York's Michael Bloomberg and
Boston's Thomas Menino.

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives traced more than 145,000 guns used in crimes
in 2009 and found that more than 43,000 of those weapons
were sold in other states.

Forty-nine percent of those guns were sold in Georgia,
Florida, Virginia, Texas, Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania,
North Carolina, California or Arizona.

States were also ranked by the number of crime guns
exported per 100,000 inhabitants. Mississippi led that list,
followed by West Virginia, Kentucky, Alaska, Alabama,
South Carolina, Virginia, Indiana, Nevada and Georgia.

Those states, the report said, have more relaxed gun
laws, suggesting that "criminals and gun traffickers may
favor certain states as the sources of guns."

For example, in states that do not require background
checks for handgun sales at gun shows, the crime-gun
export rate was two-and-a-half times as much as the rate in
states that do require such

http://www.aolnews.com/nation/article/mayors-against-
illegal-guns-survey-shows-10-states-sell-half-of-imported-
crime-guns/19649269

10-09-23 Armed Clerks Foil Would-Be Bandits --
Twice, Police Say

Men Tried To Rob Two Different Liquor Stores,
Aurora Police Say

AURORA, Colo. -- Clerks at two different liquor stores
used their own handguns to foil a duo of would-be thieves
in Aurora Wednesday night, police said.
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Aurora police said the two attempted robberies
happened within minutes of each other.

The first attempt was at a liquor store on East Iliff
Avenue and South Tower Road at about 10:25 p.m., said
Detective Shannon Lucy

Two men walked into the G & E Liquor Store wearing
cloth over their faces. One of them was armed, Lucy said.

When the clerk pulled a handgun from behind the
counter, both men ran off, police said.

"The armed suspect fired one round inside the business
and one outside the business as he left," said Lucy.

No one was injured.
The store owner, who did not wish to be identified, is

originally from Ethiopia, and told 7NEWS, "Where I'm
from, you point a gun at me, I point a gun at you."

"A lot of folks would have been deterred after the first
incident and thought, 'Maybe I better choose another
activity for tonight,'" said Lucy.

But not these suspects, she said.
Six minutes later, police believe the same two men

walked into a liquor store just down the road on East
Mississippi Avenue and South Tower Road.

That clerk also pulled out a handgun and fired multiple
rounds at the men as they fled the store.

"Responding officers found one of the suspects on foot
near the liquor store. He was suffering from multiple
gunshot wounds and was transported to a local hospital for
treatment," said Lucy.

Police believe the other suspect escaped in a car. In an
attempt to flee the area, the man hit two vehicles on
Interstate 225 before ending up in the 14200 block of East
Montana Circle about 45 minutes later, police said.

When officers arrived, they found a man in a home with
a gunshot wound. He was taken to a local hospital for
treatment.

Lucy did not release names of the injured men, nor
their conditions, but said they are still in the hospital and
are expected to survive.

"I'm really glad to see that business owners are arming
themselves, that they're protecting themselves and their
property," said Randy Sarka, who lives in the
neighborhood but who also manages a 7-Eleven in north
Aurora. He said 7-Eleven employees are also trained on
handling robberies, but that their training is more focused
on security and protecting themselves.

http://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/25126503/deta
il.html

10-09-23 Part-Time Cop Arrested In Smithton
Home Invasion

BELLE VERNON (KDKA) ? A part-time police
officer is facing charges in a home invasion in Smithton,
Westmoreland County

State Police arrested 36-year-old Brian Buchman of
McCandless. He is a part-time police officer in East Deer
and in Stowe Township.

Charges against him include kidnapping, conspiracy
and robbery.

State Police say Buchman and 26-year-old Heather
Young of Belle Vernon were the two suspects who broke
into the home of a 40-year-old Smithton woman last week,
taped her to a pole in the basement, robbed her and then
tased her before they left.

A police report says the two were paid by the victim's
ex-fiancée, Michael Traynor, of Smithton.

Traynor orchestrated the crime and investigators said
he was person who found the victim several hours after the
crime and called 911.

State Trooper Robin Mungo told KDKA TV tonight
they have not established a motive. No additional arrests
are expected in the case even though the investigation is
continuing.

http://kdka.com/local/Smithton.arrests.home.2.1927911
.html

10-09-23 CANADA Gun Registry Survives
Commons Vote

The Conservatives are vowing to continue their fight
against the gun registry after enough New Democrat MPs
voted with the Liberals and Bloc Québécois to scrap a
Conservative private member's bill aimed at killing the 15-
year-old federal program.

Wednesday's vote was close, with 153 MPs voting in
favour of a motion introduced by the House public safety
committee to scrap Tory MP Candice Hoeppner's bill,
compared with 151 voting against the motion, which
would have kept the bill alive.

Prime Minister Stephen Harper said he would not let
the result deter him.

"After 15 years, opposition to the long-gun registry is
stronger in this country than it has ever been. With the vote
tonight, its abolition is closer than it has ever been,"
Harper said.

"The people of the regions of this country are never
going to accept being treated like criminals and we will
continue our efforts until this registry is finally abolished."

Liberal Leader Michael Ignatieff and Bloc Québécois
Leader Gilles Duceppe had long made it clear that they
intended to halt Bill C-391. The Conservatives supported
the bill, so the registry's fate lay with the NDP, which
allows its MPs to vote as they wish on private member's
bills.

Six New Democrats voted with the Conservatives -
Nathan Cullen of B.C., Niki Ashton and Jim Maloway of
Manitoba, Dennis Bevington from the Northwest
Territories and Bruce Hyer and John Rafferty from
Northern Ontario.

No Liberals voted with the minority Conservatives.
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Wednesday's vote was a marked difference from the
vote last fall on the gun registry, when eight Liberal MPs
supported Hoeppner's bill, along with 12 New Democrats.

Supporters of the registry - including police officers,
doctors, women's groups and victims-rights groups - had
been vocal over the past few weeks in urging MPs to save
the registry. Opponents, including farmers and hunters,
also made passionate arguments. They argued, among
other things, that the registry is ineffective and a waste of
money.

"Hallelujah, we won," said Elaine Lumley, whose son
Aidan was shot to death five years ago after he exited a
Montreal bar.

"When [the vote] was all over, I was sitting with
another mother who lost her son a week after Aidan died,
Susan Jessop, and we hugged each other and we said, 'We
did if for our boys.'"

The registry was created in the wake of Canada's worst
mass shooting, the 1989 tragedy at the University of
Montreal's Ecole polytechnique in which 14 women were
shot to death. Bloc Leader Gilles Duceppe has been firm in
his support of the registry.

Ignatieff said Wednesday he was proud of his MPs for
showing unity, while acknowledging the gun registry is an
emotional issue.

"I want to bring northern and southern, rural and urban
Canada together on this issue. We're willing to improve the
long-gun registry to make it acceptable to rural Canadians
and it was on that basis that we've maintained unity in the
caucus, and I'd like to maintain unity in the country on this
issue. And I hope it's now a settled question."

But Hoeppner vowed to fight on and chastised MPs
who originally supported scrapping the registry, then
changed their minds.

"I had support from 20 opposition members who said
it's a good bill, we believe in scrapping the long-gun
registry. They obviously were not being honest with
themselves, with me, certainly with their constituents, and
today they voted to keep the registry, but we won't give up
the fight."

Conservatives have warned opposition MPs that the
registry will be a key issue in the next election. They plan
to target MPs in rural ridings who changed their votes after
initially saying they would support killing the registry.

Layton said voters would not punish his MPs for
supporting the registry. He said the electorate has "an
appreciation" for his party's approach.

"That is, we want to build bridges and propose
solutions, proposals to improve the registry," he said.

The Liberals and NDP have said they ultimately want
to propose changes to the registry, such as making a first-
time failure to register a firearm a non-criminal ticketing
offence and waiving fees for new licences, renewals and
upgrades.

http://news.aol.ca/ca/article/gun-registry-survives-
commons-vote/19645595

10-09-23 Police Academy Cadet Accidentally Shoots
Self During Drill

ALLENTOWN, Pa. -- A student of the Allentown
Police Academy accidentally shot himself during a firearm
drill Wednesday afternoon, according to a statement
released by the police chief's office.

Police said Benjamin Mastrofillipo, who is employed
by the Easton Police Department, was attempting to re-
holster his gun when it went off shortly after 1:30.

Mastrofillipo, a resident of Allentown, suffered a
gunshot wound to his right leg.

He was taken to Lehigh Valley Hospital in Salisbury
Township, Lehigh County for treatment.

Police said they will examine the gun to make sure it
was working properly

http://www.wfmz.com/lehighvalleynews/25119362/det
ail.html

10-09-22 Police evidence: Comprehensive inventory
control is key to cracking cases

Plum police learned just how important it is to properly
handle evidence.

A resident came to the police station in March 2002 to
retrieve his Colt .45-caliber pistol that police had
confiscated from him two years earlier, when they served
him with a protection-from-abuse order.

As the department called in the state police to
investigate the missing gun, a Plum officer discovered
about 35 pounds of marijuana was missing from evidence.

"It was a sickening feeling," said Lt. Jeff Armstrong
who took charge as the department's evidence custodian in
early 2002 and worked to correct the flawed system. "I
said, ‘Here we go again.'"

Evidence handling and, in particular, keeping track of
where evidence is at all times, can make or break cases for
police departments.

Green Tree police Lt. Chad Rannigan said evidence
must be handled properly starting with the first officer at
the scene of a crime or a case might be lost when it goes to
court.

"The collection of physical evidence begins with the
initial officer, and the integrity of the chain of evidence is
crucial in the successful prosecution of cases in today's
criminal justice system," said Rannigan, who is the
evidence custodian for that department.

"Evidence is a police department's biggest liability,"
Rannigan said. "And in my experience, you want to have
the least amount of opportunity for people (officers) to
have access (to evidence)."

Rannigan conducts an evidence audit every six months
and a comprehensive inventory once a year.



Page 41

Under the Green Tree police system, when officers
bring evidence into the department, they package it
according to whether it is going into the department's
evidence area or to the county crime lab, Rannigan said.

Officers place the evidence in a locker, remove the
numbered card and place it in Rannigan's mail slot.
Officers place the key into the key-drop area of the two-
way locker.

Rannigan accesses the items from inside the evidence
room.

"I am the only one who has access to the panels inside,"
Rannigan said.

The room also contains a safe to store recovered
money.

Rannigan signs for evidence that is taken out and signs
again when it comes back to the evidence room.

"You must have documentation in writing," Rannigan
said.

The evidence room is monitored by a surveillance
camera, Rannigan said.

In the midst of dealing with the missing evidence in
Plum in 2002, Armstrong, who worked with a couple of
other officers, decided to relocate the evidence room from
an office area that contains a window to an area adjacent to
the department's lockup.

"The evidence room was a nightmare," Armstrong said.
"There was no record-keeping and no rhyme or reason as
to where things were. And there was no rhyme or reason
(as to) when things were destroyed."

Today, officers place evidence, including identifying
information, in a locker outside the evidence room.

Armstrong and Officer James Miller, the only officers
with access to the room, put a bar code on it and place it on
shelves in the evidence room. The room also contains a
safe for money.

Plum police have had no evidence go missing since the
incidents in 2002, Armstrong said.

The marijuana has not been located, Armstrong said.
The state police charged Plum police officer Andrew

McNelis in connection with the missing weapon. McNelis
later pleaded guilty in federal court to attempting to mail
the handgun back to the owner. McNelis was fired and
sentenced to probation.

Armstrong said police returned the gun to the owner.
Shaler police Detective David Benko lives by a few

rules of evidence handling.
"It is relatively easy to do," said Benko, who has been

the department's evidence custodian for a quarter of a
century. "You have one evidence officer, one lock, one key
and one room."

"I have never lost a piece of evidence in 25 years,"
Benko said.

The Shaler police department's 12-foot-by-40-foot
evidence room contains three categories of items —
firearms, general evidence and drugs, Benko said.

Money is stored separately in a safe.
The evidence is categorized by the year it was

recovered and the case number.
Benko in general keeps evidence four to five years.
Benko and other officers interviewed also follow the

Allegheny County District Attorney's Office evidence
destruction guidelines.

DNA evidence generally should be kept 75 years, said
Tom Swan, deputy district attorney who has worked in the
evidence area for 15 years.

Drug evidence typically is destroyed after the offender's
sentencing.

Firearm destruction is handled on a case-by-case basis.
"You have to find out if the gun is stolen, find the

owner and find out if they can get it back," Swan said.
Also, the district attorney's office collects firearms from

departments about once a year and destroys them.
"In the last four years, we've collected 10,000 guns,"

Swan said.
Also, drugs are collected and are incinerated.
The Baldwin police department has an evidence room

and a refrigerated area for blood samples and rape kits.
Chief Michael Scott and evidence clerk Lynnette

Marriner have access to the evidence room. Items, mostly
guns, drugs and money, are categorized by case number,
and a surveillance camera monitors the room, Scott said.

The room also contains a safe for recovered money.
"I have the access code to it (the safe)," Scott said.
The chief said one of the most unusual items in the

evidence room is a mayonnaise jar that the robber of a
Sunoco gas station was observed on camera picking up and
placing down prior to the robbery.

The robber was dressed like Superman and wearing
pajama bottoms. A suspect is awaiting trial.

Baldwin typically follows the district attorney's office
guidelines for preservation and destruction of evidence
though sometimes, it's beneficial to hold on to items, Scott
said.

"I'm reluctant to destroy things," Scott said. "Some
things resurface."

Baldwin police recently bought an incinerator to
dispose of drug evidence.

"We'll be advertising for residents to bring their
prescription medications to the borough (for incineration),"
Scott said.

Officers with the Monroeville police department spent
many hours planning the evidence room that measures
about 10 feet by 30 feet before the new municipal building
was constructed a decade ago.

Monroeville's evidence room has been a model for
other departments.

Armstrong said he visited Monroeville in 2002 when he
redid Plum's evidence area. Just two of the department's
40-plus officers have access to the room.
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Cpl. Jason Safar and Sgt. Ron McConnell are the only
officers who can gain access the room.

"Officers need (to complete) written requests to get
evidence back out — mostly to go to court," Safar said.

The room contains firearms, drugs, a safe for money,
evidence recovered from burglaries and lost items turned
in to the department.

"We have a 90-day rule for (lost) items that are turned
in," Safar said.

Safar said one of the most unusual items contained in
Monroeville's evidence room is a Samurai sword.

"And last year, we had 27 bikes," Safar said. "We
donated some to Goodwill."

The department conducts an inventory of the items
once a year.

Swan of the district attorney's office said each police
department, regardless of size, must have guidelines in
place to handle evidence.

"Even the smallest department has to have an area
secured in the police department for evidence," Swan said.
http://www.yournorthhills.com/northhillsnews/article/polic
e-evidence-comprehensive-inventory-control-key-cracking-
cases

10-09-22 Shooter enters plea after 'Pacman' Jones
melee

LAS VEGAS - A man has pleaded no contest to
attempted murder with use of a deadly weapon in a strip
club melee involving NFL player Adam "Pacman" Jones.

Arvin Kenti Edwards entered the plea Tuesday as part
of a plea deal in the 2007 shooting that left a club
employee paralyzed and two other people wounded, the
Clark County district attorney's office said.

Edwards faces four to 10 years in Nevada state prison
when he is sentenced in January.

Edwards, of Renton, Wash., could have faced as many
as 186 years in prison if convicted of all seven felony
charges initially filed against him after the shooting.

The charges included three counts of attempted murder,
three counts of battery with a deadly weapon causing
substantial bodily harm, and one count of being an ex-
felon in possession of a firearm.

Edwards maintains he is innocent but agreed to the plea
deal because he was worried the court would not give him
a lenient sentence if he were convicted, public defender
Dan Silverstein said.

"It's not an acknowledgment of guilt," he said. "It is
acknowledgment of, if he gets convicted, the book is going
to be thrown at him."

Silverstein contended his client's $2 million bail was
excessive and alleged prosecutors had omitted favorable
evidence during a grand jury hearing.

Edwards entered what is known as an Alford plea,
meaning he was not admitting that he committed the crime

but was acknowledging he could be convicted and face a
higher penalty or convictions on more offenses if he went
to trial, prosecutor Sonia Jimenez said in an e-mail.

Attorney Robert Langford, who represents Jones,
praised the outcome of the case.

"Pac has been doing what he needs to do for the last
year and we are all going to be happy to get this sad
chapter behind us," Langford said. "He is happy that his
version of events has been vindicated."

Police said Jones briefly met with Edwards after Jones
and his entourage were ejected from the club after a brawl
in February 2007.

Edwards and Jones parted, police said, moments before
Edwards opened fire with a handgun outside the club.

Police claimed Jones had instigated the brawl by
throwing wads of dollar bills from a large plastic trash bag
onto a stage then became angry when the strippers picked
up the money.

Jones pleaded no contest in 2007 to the gross
misdemeanor of conspiracy to commit disorderly conduct
in a plea deal that reduced two felony charges of coercion
that each carried a possible sentence of one to six years.
The Cincinnati Bengals cornerback has denied having a
role in the shooting.

Jones later identified Edwards as the shooter in a police
lineup.

A valet attendant also identified Edwards as the
gunman.

Police said Edwards hounded Jones for $15,000 after
the shooting.

Jones told authorities he didn't order the shooting and
declined to pay. But he said he reimbursed a friend who
paid the money for him because he was worried Edwards
would pursue him if he wasn't paid.

Jones was suspended from the NFL for the 2007 season
because of his role in the melee and other misconduct off
the field. In the first three years after his 2005 draft, Jones
was arrested six times on various charges.

Silverstein claimed police never fully explored Jones'
role in the high-profile incident, while Edwards was an
easy scapegoat.

"'Pacman' Jones had a lot of incentive to deflect
attention from him and the other people in the club that
night because if the shooter had been a friend of his, he
would not be playing cornerback for the Cincinnati
Bengals right now," Silverstein said.

http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/sports/20100922
_ap_shooterenterspleaafterpacmanjonesmelee.html

10-09-22 Goose shooting interrupts 'preach at
beach' Mass

HINGHAM, Mass. - The rector of a Hingham church
said parishioners trying to hold a post-Mass picnic at the
town's beach were interrupted by a Canadian goose being
shot in front of them. The Rev. Timothy Schenk of the St.
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John the Evangelist Episcopal church said that the church
was holding its "preach at the beach" Mass last week when
parishioners saw two hunters open fire on a small flock of
geese.

He said one goose was shot and fell into the water, but
did not die immediately.

Schenk said parents and children at the picnic were
upset about the shooting. He said the Mass was designed
for children and to remind them that God isn't just found at
the pulpit and in the pews.

A regulation prohibits discharging firearms on town
property.

No charges have been filed.
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/weird_news/201009

22_ap_gooseshootinginterruptspreachatbeachmass.html

10-09-22 Man Shoots Suspected Burglar In
Aliquippa Home

ALIQUIPPA, Pa. -- A man suspected of breaking into
an Aliquippa residence early Wednesday morning was shot
by the homeowner, police said.

Police said the incident started as an attempted robbery.
Three men knocked on a door to a Wade Street home at 2
a.m. and when a 24-year-old girl answered, they pushed
their way inside, police said.

“She's like, 'Who is it,'” said the girl’s father, Ossie
Foster. “And then she opened the door. They stuck guns in
her face and bombarded the door.”

The girl’s brother heard the noise, grabbed his gun and
started down the stairs, police said. Police said one of the
suspects fired a shot up the stairs, so the brother returned
fire, hitting Jason Lee Hall three times.

"We said, ‘We don't have nothing, man. Nothing,”
Foster said. “’What do you want?’ And that's when my son
dropped the guys down the steps. My son is a hero. If it
wasn't for him, they could have killed all of us. That's the
way I feel about the situation."

Police said Hall fled in car and drove eight blocks to a
Circle K store, where an employee called for help.

Police said they pulled over another car that was
speeding past, which resulted in the apprehension of a
second suspect, Robert Jefferson, 21, of Penn Hills.

Hall, 20, was taken to Allegheny General Hospital,
where his condition is unknown. Police said he was on
probation for attempted murder and robbery charges.

Police continue to search for a third man. Anyone with
information is asked to contact authorities.

Police said Foster’s son had his gun license. They said
the shooting was in self-defense and the district attorney
will not file charges against him.

http://www.wpxi.com/news/25111772/detail.html

10-09-21 Cranberry lawmaker asks why his rallies
made terror list

HARRISBURG -- A Cranberry lawmaker yesterday
demanded answers from the Rendell administration on
why a taxpayer-financed bulletin intended to identify
terror-related threats included two Capitol rallies he
organized this year.

"This is the type of activity you hear so many people
talk about when they say what they think is wrong with
government," said Republican Rep. Daryl Metcalfe.

Metcalfe's annual Second Amendment rally, which
attracts gun owners from across the state, was mentioned
in an April bulletin to state Homeland Security officials by
the Institute of Terrorism Research and Response, a York-
based nonprofit paid $103,000 by the state.

"Pennsylvania militia groups apparently are planning
on attending" the event, the institute warned, and law
enforcement might have to provide "crowd control." The
protest was peaceful and there was no evidence of militia
groups attending.

State Homeland Security Director James F. Powers Jr.
declined to be interviewed, said spokeswoman Maria Finn.

Gov. Ed Rendell "made his feeling known generally
last Tuesday about the information included in the
bulletins" and had no additional comment, said Gary
Tuma, his press secretary. Rendell criticized the reports --
which were sent to law enforcement and government
agencies -- and said he would not renew the contract.

The bulletins cut across an ideological path in
monitoring liberal and conservative groups. A state senator
has called on Powers to resign or be fired and a Senate
committee plans a hearing next week to investigate.

In June, an anti-tax rally organized by Metcalfe caught
the attention of the institute. It mistakenly said the
Constitutional Organization of Liberty (COOL) was
sponsoring the rally, Metcalfe said.

"That's news to me," Metcalfe said. "COOL did not
help me organize it. I am not sure if anyone from COOL
attended."

Michael Perelman, co-director of the institute, last
week defended the "research and analysis" group's work. It
acts "within the scope of the law" to provide information
to clients, including some Fortune 100 companies, he said.

Metcalfe said he was meeting with House Republican
lawyers to determine his options. He said he likely will ask
state Homeland Security for additional information on why
his rallies were included, who was notified, and what other
actions were taken.

"Did they tap anyone's phone?" Metcalfe asked. "Have
I been investigated since the rally?"

The Rendell administration does not intend to remove
security bulletins from its website, which Perelman
requested over the weekend, Tuma said. Perelman told
state officials the information could be used by terrorists.

Tuma said the bulletins had been "widely
disseminated" throughout the state before they were put
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online.
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pitt.../s_700516.html

10-09-20 ChicagoCops: Off-duty officer at home
kills intruder

An off-duty Chicago police officer shot and killed an
armed intruder who kicked in a basement door at his West
Garfield home on the South Side this morning, officials
said.

The officer was calling 911 sometime after 8:45 a.m. to
report that he thought someone was trying to break into his
house in the 5500 block of South Normandy when he was
confronted by an intruder "with something in his hand,"
said Eddie Welch, Wentworth Area deputy chief of patrol.

The officer, who was not identified, fired his service
weapon several times, killing the intruder, Welch said.

The officer had been at home recuperating from an
injury, Welch said. Earlier, he had twice heard someone
knocking on his door, ringing the bell and later knocking
on a window but didn't think much of it, Welch said.

The officer went back to bed but then heard what
sounded like someone breaking in. The intruder had kicked
in a basement door, Welch said, adding that police
recovered a weapon belonging to him.

"This is really hitting close to home," said a neighbor,
Linda Gonzalez, 46, a social worker. "They invaded his
home, he did what he had to do."

Other neighbors said they were shocked because five or
six police officers live on the block.

"I feel safe because we are surrounded by police," said
Delia Garcia.

She said she normally leaves her front door open with
just the screen door to protect her home. The shooting will
change that, she said.

"From now on l will try to keep it locked," Garcia, 43,
said.

Police could not say how long the officer had been on
the force. Records indicate he bought the home three years
ago. Police said he lived alone, although neighbors said
they believed he lived with his mother.

http://www.chicagobreakingnews.com/2010/08/cops-
off-duty-officer-at-home-shoots-intruder.html

10-09-20 Westmoreland's looking at Scottdale as
satellite site for gun permits

Westmoreland County Acting Sheriff Chuck Moore is
hoping Scottdale officials will agree to allow the borough
to be a satellite site for updating concealed weapons
permits with a photo.

Beginning Oct. 13, Moore said, anyone who applies for
a concealed weapons permit will have to get a photo
identification.

Those who currently hold permits without photos will
have to get the permits updated with a photo when the
original permit expires.

About 40,000 Westmoreland County residents have
been approved for concealed weapons permits. About half
of those have photo identification permits.

The county sheriff's department has several satellite
sites where individuals can apply for gun permits. They
include North Huntingdon, New Kensington, Rostraver
and Latrobe. Moore is hoping Scottdale will be the next
satellite location.

Scottdale Councilman Andy Pinskey, chairman of the
protection committee, will look into the issue and bring a
recommendation to council.

If council agrees, Moore said he hopes to start the
program in January. The satellite site would be open once
a month, and a deputy sheriff would conduct the
application and photo process.

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/dailycourier/news/s_7
00390.html

10-09-20 Onorato Again Slams Corbett On Florida
Gun Permit Loophole

Allegheny County Executive Dan Onorato, the
Democratic nominee for governor, this morning repeated
his demand that state Attorney General Tom Corbett, the
Republican nominee, use the power of his office to close
the "Florida loophole" that allows Pennsylvania residents
to obtain permits to carry concealed weapons from the
Florida Department of Agriculture. Onorato, speaking in
City Hall, made the same argument he made in the same
place three months ago. The difference: Now Onorato can
point to a Sept. 12 city homicide where the accused
shooter was holding a Florida gun permit.

"This is a real problem in Pennsylvania," said Onorato,
who was again joined in his news conference by
Philadelphia District Attorney Seth Williams. "Tom
Corbett is running for governor. If he thinks this was just a
30-second sound-bite in June than he has another think
coming."

Corbett's campaign, which in June derided the issue as
a "solution in search of a problem," today accused Onorato
of not understanding state gun laws while exploiting a
homicide to score political points. Corbett spokesman
Kevin Harley said if the Attorney General ended a gun
permit reciprocity agreement with Florida that state laws
here would still require Pennsylvania to recognize a gun
permit issued by a state with equal or more stringent
requirements as Pennsylvania.

"This is what voters have come to expect from career
politician Dan Onorato," Harley said. "He exploits the
death of young man and uses it as a political prop. The fact
is the Attorney General cannot unilaterally change the laws
of Pennsylvania. Only the legislature can do that."

State Rep. Bryan Lentz, a Delaware County Democrat,
has a bill pending in the state House to change that law.
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Harley said Corbett does not support it and "thinks the
Pennsylvania law the way it is now is appropriate."

http://www.philly.com/philly/blogs/cityhall/Onorato_A
gain_Slams_Corbett_On_Florida_Gun_Permit_Loophole.h
tml

10-09-20 Former NJIT police officer charged with
assault firearm possession

HOBOKEN -- A former New Jersey Institute of
Technology police officer has been charged with
possession of an assault firearm, and possession of a large
capacity ammunition magazine, according to a police
report released on Monday.

Matthew Casazza, 32, of Hoboken, was previously
arrested and charged with possession of a weapon for an
unlawful purpose on Aug. 29, after he allegedly was seen
firing one shot from a handgun out of the sun roof of his
vehicle while driving on the 500 block of Jackson Street.

The round did not injure anyone, according to police
reports, but it is unknown where the round terminated. As
a result of the Aug. 29 arrest, a Hudson County Superior
Court Judge ordered a psychological evaluation, and also
ordered confiscation of all firearms recovered from the
residence of Casazza, according to a police report.

On Sunday, detectives from the Hoboken Police
Department recovered a cache of rifles, shotguns,
ammunition, handguns and an SAR 1/AK 47 assault
firearm, dummy hand grenades and four large capacity
assault firearm magazines, according to police. All of the
weapons, with the exception of the SAR 1/AK 47-assault
firearm and the large capacity assault firearm magazines,
were determined to be purchased and owned legally,
according to police.

Casazza’s permit to carry a handgun for a retired law
enforcement officer was also confiscated, according to a
police report.

According to Detective Lieutenant Mark Competello,
Detective Bureau Commander, “All of Mr. Casazza’s
firearms were legally purchased, however, under N.J. law
it is a second degree crime to either possess or purchase an
assault firearm, in this instance an SAR 1/AK 47 assault
firearm as well as large-capacity magazines, equipped to
hold more than 15 rounds of ammunition.”

“This is yet another example of the dedication and
professionalism that the members of my department
display on a daily basis,” said Police Chief Anthony Falco.
“There is absolutely no purpose either for recreation or
otherwise for any person to own a dangerous assault
weapon anywhere, especially in the city of Hoboken. I am
just elated that this weapon was confiscated, and this most
definitely makes the city a safer place.”

http://www.hudsonreporter.com/view/full_stories_hom
e/9595505/article--Former-NJIT-police-officer-charged-
with-assault-firearm-possession-
?instance=up_to_the_minute_lead_story_left_column

10-09-18 Uniontown teen charged in fatal shooting
A Uniontown teen was charged Friday in the shooting

death of Tiffany Moody, 17, of Uniontown.
Police said Ramal O. Chisler, 16, of 52 Pershing Court

turned himself in to police soon after the 4 p.m. shooting
on Thursday.

He claimed the shooting was accidental, but Fayette
County coroner Phillip Reilly listed the death as a
homicide.

Charges of criminal homicide and carrying a firearm
without a license were filed against Chisler with
Uniontown District Judge Michael Metros.

According to a criminal complaint filed by Detective
Donald M. Gmitter, city police responded to a report of a
shooting at 50 Pershing Court on Thursday afternoon.

Police learned that Chisler had taken Moody to the
apartment, placed her on a couch and then fled. Moody
died at 7:42 p.m. in Uniontown Hospital, Reilly said.

At the scene, police followed a trail of wet, muddy
footprints to another apartment, where several drops of
blood were observed.

As officers obtained a search warrant for that
apartment, Chisler's grandmother, Linda Odum, contacted
police and told them she was bringing Chisler to the police
station to turn himself in.

She told police the weapon used in the shooting was
wrapped in a bloody jacket.

Chisler told police he saw Moody knocking on a nearby
apartment earlier and invited her to "come hang out."

Chisler said he was taking apart a gun he was "holding
for someone," because Moody did not like weapons.

Police said he told them that there must have been one
bullet left in the gun, and as he was working the slide,
Moody stepped in front of him. He claimed the gun went
off, but he did not know why it fired.

Chisler told police that he caught Moody as she fell and
asked her if she was all right.

The girl told him to take her to another apartment and
call for an ambulance, he told police. Chisler said he saw a
small hole in her stomach.

Chisler said he carried Moody to the other apartment
and told the residents the girl had been shot. An
acquaintance told him to run, Chisler said, because there
was a warrant for his arrest.

He told police that he hid the gun in the attic before he
carried Moody from his residence.

An autopsy yesterday determined that Moody's death
was caused by shock and massive internal bleeding as a
result of a gunshot wound in the abdomen, Reilly said.

Chisler is being held without bail in the Fayette County
jail. He faces a preliminary hearing Tuesday before
Metros.
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At the time of the shooting, police said they had been
looking for Chisler for his alleged involvement in a May
gang attack.

Polices said Chisler is among several teenagers who
allegedly belong to a gang called the "Killa Squad."
Member of the group were charged in connection with a
May 10 riot on Murray Avenue in Uniontown that ended
with several teens being injured, police said.

Chisler faces 10 charges in the May incident, including
aggravated assault and rioting.

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/re
gional/fayette/s_700161.html

10-09-18 Gun permit loophole must be closed
If Florida officials hadn’t helped a Philadelphia man

skirt the city’s strict handgun-permit rules, a would-be
thief might have gotten a chance to mend his ways. Now
it’s too late for Irving Santana, 18. He was shot to death
early Sunday morning by a man police say caught Santana
and two friends breaking into cars in the Hunting Park
neighborhood. It’s not too late, though, for Pennsylvania
officials to close the absurd loophole in state gun laws that
helped to arm the alleged shooter — Marqus Hill, now
charged with murder.

Hill, 28, had no business carrying a gun. Philadelphia
police had stripped him of his license after a 2005
confrontation with officers. When Hill lost his 2008 appeal
to regain a gun permit, he assaulted a police officer in a
courtroom. Because Hill wasn’t convicted of a crime, he
was able to pass muster when Florida ran a background
check. Along with providing fingerprints and proof of
firearms training, that’s about all Florida requires of out-
of-state residents who seek a gun permit.

Utah and New Hampshire also issue permits to
nonresidents, even if the applicants’ home states denied or
revoked permits. That ignores the fact that there’s often
good reason Pennsylvania authorities refuse a gun permit.
Yet Florida alone has issued between 3,000 and 4,000
permits to Keystone State gun owners who likely have
been refused permits, often on grounds that police consider
them a risk.

State Rep. Bryan R. Lentz (D., Delaware) has a solution
to what clearly is a threat to public safety: His proposed
legislation would bar state residents ineligible for a permit
here from using permits issued elsewhere. Introduced in
May, the measure awaits action by the legislature.
Unfortunately, Harrisburg lawmakers remain in lockstep
with the National Rifle Association.

So the faster route to closing the out-of-state loophole
would be for state Attorney General Tom Corbett to end or
alter the state’s reciprocity deal with Florida to prevent
gun permits for anyone ineligible for a Pennsylvania
permit, as the antigun-violence group CeaseFirePA urged
Friday. Even though Corbett, the Republican candidate for

governor, is arm in arm with the NRA, he should do the
right thing on out-of-state gun permits.

http://www.philly.com/philly/blogs/inq_ed_board/Gun_
permit_loophole_must_be_closed.html

10-09-17 Child Still Expelled for Toy Gun - a Year
Later

Parents want their child back in school. School board
says no way

Samuel Burgos has fond memories of his friends at
school, but he only gets to see them in pictures now.

The 8-year-old boy hasn't been in school for a year and
will likely miss another year if the Broward County School
Board has its way.

Burgos was suspended from school in November after a
teacher found a toy gun in his backpack. But when the boy
went to register to go back to Pembroke Pines Charter
School, he was told he will be expelled for this school
year, too, as part of the county's zero tolerance weapons
policy.

"He made a mistake, but why the severe punishment? I
don't understand that," said Magdiel Burgos, Sam's dad.

School board officials said the rules are quite clear and
that the toy gun constituted a weapon. A school board
report on the incident mentions that Samuel showed the
toy gun to another student and it was capable of firing
projectiles.

That's all it takes for it to be considered a weapon.
"This is in his backpack and it's a toy. It's not a real

gun. It's a toy," said Magdiel Burgos, twirling a plastic
gun.

The school board said they would admit Samuel into a
correctional school for problem children who have been
expelled located in Hallandale Beach.

The parents refused and believe their son has already
paid for his mistake enough. Samuel has since been home-
schooled, but his parents want him back in public school.

"I can't sit here and allow them to send my kid to a
school where students have committed actual crimes,"
Burgos said. "He hasn't committed a crime."

Next week, the family will attend a school board
meeting to try and get their son back in class as soon as
possible, but that could be after Thanksgiving.

Burgos says his child has been set back emotionally and
will probably have to repeat the second grade. He thinks
there should be some room to determine that his child
didn't bring a real gun to school.

"I understand the board is concerned about schools, and
as parents we are concerned, too, but they need to work
with us," he said.

The school board says it's common sense to know that
this kind of item can't be allowed on school campus and
that responsibility also falls on parents to know what their
children have in their backpacks.
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For more on what your child can and can't bring to
school, go to www.browardschools.com.

http://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local-beat/Child-Gets-
Expelled-For-Toy-Gun---a-Year-Later.html

10-09-17 North Side man arrested in robbery of cab
driver

Pittsburgh police arrested a North Side man accused of
robbing a cab driver after officers traced a phone call to his
home.

Police said Steven Harpool, 18, called for a cab at 1
a.m. today on Pressley Street. The cab picked up Harpool
and got as far as Pressley and Nash streets when Harpool
put a gun to the driver's head and demanded money, police
said.

Harpool took between $150 and $200, a cell phone and
a GPS unit, and fled on foot, police said.

Police traced Harpool's call for a cab to an apartment on
East Ohio Street. When they knocked on the door, they
heard Harpool tell his aunt to tell officers he wasn't home,
police said.

Officers found $178 and a gun inside a pocket of his
hoodie, police said. The cab driver identified Harpool as
the man who robbed him, police said.

Police charged Harpool with robbery, receiving stolen
property and carrying a firearm without a license. He's
being held at Allegheny County Jail, police said

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/pi
ttsburgh/s_700018.html

10-09-17 CCRKBA Rips Obama Appointment to
UN

BELLEVUE, WA - The appointment of anti-gun rights
former Seattle Mayor Greg Nickels as an alternate
representative to the United Nations has removed any
doubt about the Obama administration's intentions
regarding global gun control initiatives, the Citizens
Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms said
today.

Nickels, a founding member of Mayors Against Illegal
Guns and the author of Seattle's failed attempt to override
Washington's state firearms preemption statute, was sworn
in Wednesday to "help represent the United States in the
UN assembly," according to the Seattle Times.

"Putting an extremist gun banner in any position to
represent this country at the United Nations amounts to
renting a billboard for advertising against the Second
Amendment," said CCRKBA Chairman Alan Gottlieb.
"While he was Seattle's mayor, Greg Nickels supported
every anti-gun scheme put forth by Washington CeaseFire,
the Northwest's most active gun prohibition lobby.

"Nickels is a gun ban proponent," he continued, "so his
appointment as an alternate to the UN is a clear signal of
Barack Obama's intention to rubber stamp the UN's global
gun ban agenda. We had to sue Nickels while he was still

Seattle's mayor to overturn his illegal city parks gun ban.
Now he gets to push his anti-gun philosophy on a world
scale. It hardly seems a coincidence that Nickels has been
appointed by the Obama administration at a time when the
UN is considering treaties and initiatives that pose a
serious threat to the Second Amendment."

Nickels was turned out of office in 2009, which was
something of a feat in a liberal enclave like Seattle,
Gottlieb recalled. His defeat in the primary demonstrated
the degree of alienation voters felt from a politician who
once epitomized the Seattle liberal establishment.

"By naming Greg Nickels as an alternate representative
at the UN," Gottlieb stated, "President Obama has
essentially told America's 85 million gun owners that their
firearm civil rights are in jeopardy. Nickels cannot be
counted on to defend the Second Amendment because he
would like to see it erased from the Constitution."

With more than 650,000 members and supporters
nationwide, the Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep
and Bear Arms is one of the nation's premier gun rights
organizations. As a non-profit organization, the Citizens
Committee is dedicated to preserving firearms freedoms
through active lobbying of elected officials and facilitating
grass-roots organization of gun rights activists in local
communities throughout the United States. The Citizens
Committee can be reached by phone at (425) 454-4911, on
the Internet at www.ccrkba.org

10-09-16 Court- State Police Don't Have To Release
Records

HARRISBURG, Pa. -- A Pennsylvania appeals court
said the state police doesn't have to release copies of its
incident reports to the public, reversing the Office of Open
Records.

Commonwealth Court ruled 6-1 on Thursday that the
forms are covered by an exception to the Right-to-Know
Law that allows agencies to withhold criminal
investigative records.

The case involves a February 2009 request by the Potter
Leader-Enterprise for a complete incident report that
pertained to a fight in Potter County.

The court majority said it reviewed the incident report
at issue and determined it's "a description of an
investigation by the PSP into a complaint of criminal
activity," and doesn't qualify as a police blotter that should
be available to the public.

http://www.wjactv.com/news/25039632/detail.html

10-09-15 Phila. teacher arrested in marijuana sale to
undercover officer

A physics teacher at an elite Philadelphia magnet
school has been charged with selling a pound of marijuana
outside a suburban high school - and illegally possessing a
9mm handgun when police arrested him.



Page 48

Paul Stein, 34, resigned Tuesday from his post in the
science department of George Washington Carver High
School of Engineering and Science, where he had taught
for nine years, said Fernando Gallard, a district
spokesman.

Montgomery County First Assistant District Attorney
Kevin R. Steele said Stein, of the 7700 block of
Summerdale Avenue, was arrested a week ago within 100
feet of Cheltenham High School after he sold marijuana to
undercover agents.

Stein taught physics, chemistry, and engineering. His
salary was about $75,000, Steele said.

On Sept. 8, Stein sold a pound of pot for $1,500 to an
undercover member of the Montgomery County Drug Task
Force, Steele said.

The deal took place within 100 feet of the high school
in Wyncote, and Stein had a loaded Smith & Wesson
tucked in the waistband of his pants, Steele said.

On Aug. 10 and Sept. 3, Stein peddled 16 grams of
marijuana to an undercover agent for $100, Steele said.
One of those transactions also occurred within 100 feet of
the high school, he said.

After his Sept. 8 arrest, police, acting on a search
warrant, went to Stein's house and seized another pound of
marijuana, five firearms, a bulletproof vest, and $16,000 in
cash.

Stein was arraigned on drug and weapons charges
before District Judge Christopher Cerski, who set bail at
$150,000 cash. Stein was being held at the Montgomery
County prison.

If convicted, Stein faces a mandatory penalty of five
years in jail for carrying a firearm in the commission of a
drug deal as well as four years in prison for allegedly
conducting two drug deals near a school, Steele said.

Stein's attorney could not be reached for comment.
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/local/20100915_Phi

la__teacher_arrested_in_marijuana_sale_to_undercover_of
ficer_1.html

10-09-15 Loophole allowed accused killer to carry
gun

When police stripped Marqus Hill of his permit to carry
a gun in Philadelphia after a 2005 confrontation with
police, Hill didn't let that stop him: he simply applied for a
firearms license from Florida.

Though police said Hill lost a 2008 appeal to win back
his Philadelphia permit, and reacted by assaulting a police
officer in court, Florida mailed Hill a license to carry a
firearm last year.

Early Sunday morning, police said Hill, 28, used that
weapon to gun down an 18-year-old who allegedly broke
into Hill's car, shooting him 13 times.

Hill, of Hunting Park, was arrested Wednesday and
charged with murder in the death of Irving Santana. Police

said Santana and two friends were breaking into cars on
the 300 block of East Gale Street and that Hill caught them
in the act.

The shooting highlights what police said is a loophole
that allows nonresidents to obtain valid gun permits from
three states - Florida, New Hampshire and Utah - even if
that person's permit was denied or revoked in
Pennsylvania.

In Florida, the application can be filled out online, and
the permit granted through the mail. Officials estimate
between 3,000 and 4,000 people in Pennsylvania have
obtained firearms permits from Florida.

"When we, Philadelphia, deny someone the privilege of
carrying a handgun based on something in their
background, they should not be able to carry a handgun,"
said Philadelphia Deputy Commissioner of Police William
Blackburn, who has testified in favor of a House bill that
would outlaw the practice. "We would like to be able to
reserve the right to make those judgment calls."

The bill, proposed by Rep. Bryan R. Lentz (D.,
Delaware) and in committee, would prevent any
Pennsylvania resident not eligible for a state permit from
using a permit issued by another state.

"This case really illustrates the problem," said Lentz of
Sunday's shooting. "This is the exact kind of person that
the permitting process is supposed to prevent from having
a gun."

Hill lost his Philadelphia-issued permit to carry a
weapon in 2005, after having what Blackburn described as
a "significant contact" with police.

Blackburn would not elaborate on what happened
between Hill and police, saying Hill's record has since
been expunged. Court records show Hill was charged with
attempted murder, assault and carrying a weapon without a
license in 2005, though he was not convicted of any of
those.

In 2008, when Hill appealed the revocation of his gun
permit in a court hearing, the police's decision was upheld.
Hill became so irate that he was asked to leave, Blackburn
said, and then assaulted a police officer. That charge was
later downgraded to a charge of disorderly conduct.

In December 2009, Hill was granted a permit from
Florida that expires in 2016, police said. Police have not
found the handgun they believe was used in Sunday's
shooting, but they recovered an assault rifle and a shotgun
from Hill's home.

Firearms permits in Florida are issued by the state
Department of Agriculture, which runs criminal
background checks on applicants. Applicants must be 21
years old and are required to submit a fingerprint via the
mail. They must also demonstrate that they have some
competency with firearms, said Terence McElroy,
spokesman for the Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Affairs.



Page 49

Joe Grace, executive director of Cease Fire PA, said
Sunday's shooting was the first case he knew of in which a
shooting could be linked directly to a shooter's obtaining a
Florida permit.

"If you're a law-abiding citizen, you should be able to
go back and forth with your weapon between states that
allow that," he said. "It's not that we're trying to make this
a political issue. It's a public-safety issue."
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/20100915_Loophole_a
llowed_accused_killer_to_carry_gun.html

10-09-15 Cops: Murderer had Florida gun permit
A Philadelphia man who murdered an 18-year-old by

shooting him 13 times on Sunday had a Florida license to
carry a concealed weapon, even though his Philadelphia
license to carry had been revoked, police said.

Marqus G. Hill, 28, allegedly shot Irving Santana, 18,
around 6:30 a.m. after finding Santana breaking into his
car on Gale Street near B. Hill has been charged with
murder and related offenses, police said.

Hill was granted a Philadelphia license to carry
a concealed weapon in 2005, but it was revoked in 2008
because of his contact with law enforcement, police said.
Last year, Hill, who has no connection to Florida, was
granted a Florida license to carry a concealed weapon,
which must be honored in Pennsylvania, despite his
Philadelphia revocation.

Because of what police call a "loophole" in
Pennsylvania's concealed carry reciprocity agreements
with other states, most notably, Florida, Pennsylvanians
can get nonresident permits from those states through the
mail to carry concealed weapons, even without a
Pennsylvania permit.

Philly cops say it allows people who have been denied
a gun permit in Philadelphia or who have had theirs
revoked to circumvent local authorities.

State Rep. Bryan Lentz, D-Delaware County, has
sponsored a House bill that would close the "loophole. "

Read previous stories from the Daily News on the
"Florida loophole"

http://www.philly.com/philly/blogs/dncrime/Cops_Mur
derer_had_Florida_gun_permit.html

10-09-13 Grandfather shoots 2 burglary suspects in
self defense in Arizona City

ARIZONA CITY - An Arizona City man will not be
charged after shooting two intruders in his home on
Sunday.

Pinal County Sheriff's Deputies say 58-year old John
Miller was babysitting his two grandchildren, both under
the age of two, at his son's residence in the 9800 block of
West Century Drive, Arizona City. Shortly after 1 a.m. he
was awakened by a noise inside the home.

Miller went to investigate and was confronted by two
unknown individuals inside the garage. The individuals got

into the garage by forcing open a side door. There was a
confrontation between Miller and the two suspects. Miller
told deputies he feared for his safety and shot both
intruders.

One of them, 18-year-old Joseph Jimenez of Arizona
City, ran off and later had family members drive him to
Casa Grande Regional Hospital with a non-life threatening
injury.

The other suspect, 16-year-old Tomas Mejia of Casa
Grande, was treated at the scene by medical personnel and
then taken to Maricopa Medical Center in critical
condition.

At this time, no charges are expected to be filed against
Miller as deputies believe he feared for his safety and that
of his two grandchildren when fired at the intruders.

Both Mejia and Jimenez will be charged with burglary
after their release from medical care.

Detectives believe that both suspects' may be
responsible for other recently reported burglaries in the
Arizona City area.

http://www.kvoa.com/news/grandfather-shoots-2-
burglary-suspects-in-self-defense-in-arizona-city/

10-09-13 Mistaken prison releases are rare
State and county jails across Pa. have few such

incidents, but Delco has had at least 5 since May.
Lancaster County prison officials use an iris scanner to

identify inmates so there is no mistaking who walks out the
door.

In Bucks County, a supervisor triple-checks paperwork
to avoid errors; Montgomery County requires at least two
corrections officers to discharge a prisoner.

In Chester County, inmates wear photo identification
cards.

Even with those measures, wardens say mistaken
releases happen, though rarely - no more than one a year
from each county jail.

Prison officials in Philadelphia and its Pennsylvania
suburbs say they have not had the kinds of problems with
mistaken releases that Delaware County has had; at least
five inmates have been released in error there since May.

Montgomery County has had only one mistaken release
in the last 15 years; Chester County has had one in the last
two years; and Bucks and Philadelphia officials say about
once a year prisoners in those counties are let out of jail
too early.

Delaware County officials would not confirm the exact
number of inmates mistakenly released in 2010.

One of those inmates, David Wilson, who was
convicted of firearms offenses, is still at large, according
to the District Attorney's Office.

Robert DiOrio, solicitor for the Delaware County Board
of Prison Inspectors, declined to discuss how the jail
identifies inmates, citing security reasons.
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Delaware County officials say the mistaken releases
resulted from paperwork errors and confusion over
inmates' identities. They said they were trying to correct
the problem with tighter procedures and more staff.

The Inquirer, which in July requested the number of
mistaken releases under the state's Right to Know Act, is
appealing Delaware County's decision to withhold the
information.

The county prison has been operated by the private
Community Education Centers Inc. of New Jersey since
January 2009.

Across the country, prisons in New Mexico, Maryland,
Rhode Island, Florida, and California all mistakenly
released prisoners over the summer.

The Toronto Star reported that 143 inmates were
incorrectly released from Ontario correctional facilities
over the last eight years.

Though prisons in Pennsylvania report escapes and the
number of inmates who walk off while on work release,
there is no statewide reporting of mistaken releases.

Republican State Rep. Stephen Barrar, whose district
includes prisons in Delaware and Chester Counties, thinks
that may need to change.

"There has to be some type of reporting done," he said.
Just as "county health departments have to report sexually
transmitted diseases, I would think that prison releases and
escapes should be reported on a state level."

The Pennsylvania Department of Corrections tracks
"erroneous releases" at state prisons. The figures include
inmates who are mistakenly kept beyond their release date,
according to spokeswoman Susan McNaughton.

Since January 2009, there have been four incidents, all
related to paperwork errors. The state has 51,000 prisoners
in custody, she said.

Though each county sets and follows its own
procedures, many have similar processes for release.

"Someone is always double-checking and triple-
checking who is walking out the door," Bucks County
warden Harris Gubernick said.

When Bucks County releases an inmate, a document,
usually from the clerk of courts, is sent to the prison
authorizing the discharge. At that point, clerical and
correctional staff check a computer database to ensure that
the inmate is not wanted in any other jurisdiction.

The inmate is then summoned with all of his or her
belongings. Identity is verified through the inmate's photo
identification bracelet and the prison computer. The inmate
is dressed in street clothes, allowed to call for
transportation, and then sent home.

Mistakes can happen when sentences are miscalculated,
warrants or detainers are not found until after release, bail
is misapplied, or handwriting is misinterpreted, according
to officials in various counties.

"Perfection is what we have to strive for," said Vincent
A. Guarini, warden of the Lancaster County Prison, where

the iris-scanning system costs $20,000 a year and is 600
times more accurate than fingerprints.

"Will [another mistaken release] happen? Hopefully it
won't. But it can . . . it will."

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/pennsylvania/20100
913_Mistaken_prison_releases_are_rare.html

10-09-11 How companies deal with workplace
violence

On the third floor of the Kraft Foods baking plant in
Northeast Philadelphia, Yvonne Hiller and her coworkers
used huge mixing machines to combine ingredients for the
Ritz crackers and Lorna Doone cookies manufactured
there.

But a more lethal mixture apparently was created there,
too: a growing hostility between Hiller and her coworkers
that led to the fatal shootings of two employees, allegedly
by Hiller, who minutes earlier had been suspended over an
incident involving their conflict.

According to interviews with employees, family
members, and friends, workers at the plant had become
increasingly worried about Hiller's stability.

That's not unusual in a workplace-violence situation,
experts said.

"Employees are pretty intuitive," said Steven Albrecht,
author of Ticking Bombs: Defusing Violence in the
Workplace. Coworkers in such situations will often tell
him later that they weren't surprised, he said - that among
their fellow employees, they could see that the one
involved in the violence had been the most likely to erupt.

"Part of the problem is rationalizing irrational
behavior," Albrecht said. "You say, 'That's just how crazy
Larry is - that's why they call him Crazy Larry.' "

Albrecht said a workplace environment can contribute
to violence on the job. At Kraft, the environment was
generally good, according to union officials.

"You can't blame the company for things the shooter
did," Albrecht said. "But the more hostility and antagonism
there is between labor and management, or between
coworkers or a supervisor, the more likely these incidents
are to occur.

"Sometimes, these situations just give those
perpetrators an excuse. It's not unusual for these people to
engage in targeted violence, have a specific grievance
against coworkers, a boss."

The most dangerous people in a workplace, Albrecht
said, are known as "grievance collectors." They keep track
of what they see as injustices and may explode at any time.

Sometimes, companies can use what they learn about
these grievances to protect those most at risk, he said.

As animosity builds, Albrecht said, frontline
supervisors need to step in with straightforward talks and
mediations with the workers involved. The supervisors
need to set clear expectations for behavior - expectations
that include disavowals of bullying and violence.
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"Sometimes the boundaries are not well-enforced by the
management," he said.

For its part, Kraft may have been attempting to enforce
those boundaries. Police said Thursday night was the
second time in recent years the company had suspended
Hiller in connection with her behavior.

Workplace psychologist Ross DeSimone, of the
Corporate Psychological Resource Center in Royersford,
said that when he is called by a company to deal with a
"toxic" workplace, he first examines the behavior of
company leaders.

Companies may need to involve an expert in
interpersonal relationships to mediate among workers, he
said.

That approach assumes that employees are
fundamentally capable of a rational resolution to their
difficulties, DeSimone said. But if mental illness or drug
abuse is involved, the situation may be different.

"Someone who is mentally ill can work for years if they
take their medicine," he said. "In something like this, there
is clearly a mental-health component - to come in and
shoot your coworkers."

Sometimes, managers would rather just avoid the
problem, DeSimone said. "Most of the time, supervisors
knew about it and blew it under the rug."

That's what worried Kraft shooting victim LaTonya
Brown, according to her mother, Terral.

"My daughter told me," Brown said, "that she was
scared because of Hiller, and that this girl was crazy."

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/nation_world/20100
911_How_companies_deal_with_workplace_violence.html

10-09-10 New charges against 3 ex-officers accused
in heroin theft scheme

New charges against three former Philadelphia police
officers accused this summer of ripping off a heroin dealer
were unveiled in a federal indictment Thursday.

The indictment also laid out the details of a second
scheme two of the officers are accused of hatching, to steal
money from a man they believed to be a mafioso who
collected gambling proceeds - but who was actually an
undercover FBI agent.

The new charges had been expected since July, when
former Officers Robert Snyder, James Venziale, and Mark
Williams were indicted in the heroin-theft scheme.

The theft from the supposed Mafia member never
happened, but according to the indictment, the plan was
similar to the one used to steal nearly 300 grams of heroin.

In both cases, the officers were accused of conspiring
with Angel Ortiz, described as a drug dealer who has three
children with Snyder's sister-in-law.

Snyder's wife, Christal, has been indicted in both
schemes as having served as a conduit between Ortiz and
her husband.

Williams, a seven-year veteran assigned to the 39th
District, planned to pull over Ortiz while the FBI agent
was in the car. Ortiz planned to have possession of the
agent's money at that time, although the indictment did not
say how he would accomplish that.

Williams would discover drugs and the money taken
from the agent on Ortiz and then pretend to arrest him, the
indictment said. Williams would take both the drugs and
the money. He also would provide Ortiz with a police
property receipt for the money, to make the seizure appear
legitimate in the eyes of undercover agents, the indictment
said.

Williams, however, was placed on restrictive duty after
the mother of one of his children filed a domestic violence
complaint against him. He turned in his firearm and was
not supposed to wear a police uniform or take any police
action.

On July 9 - the day the theft was supposed to take place
- Williams armed himself with his personal firearm, put on
his uniform, and took a police wagon from the 39th
District without permission, the indictment said.

He also recruited another man, Marcus Branker, who
owned a Chevrolet Trailblazer equipped with emergency
lights. Once Williams pulled over Ortiz, Branker was
supposed to arrive with the lights flashing and pretend to
be a police officer assisting Williams with the vehicle stop,
authorities said.

The indictment said Williams and Branker were poised
to set the plan in motion, but did not explain why the
scheme wasn't launched.

Branker, 38, of Philadelphia, was the only new
defendant named in the Thursday's indictment. He pleaded
not guilty at his arraignment and was released on bond.

The indictment did not say how Williams knew
Branker, and Branker's attorney, Michael van der Veen,
said he did not want to comment.

"We're just in the process of reviewing the indictment,"
he said.

The three officers and four others were indicted on July
7 in the alleged heroin theft. The indictments were
unsealed on July 13. The three officers have since been
fired.

In addition to Ortiz and Christal Snyder, federal
authorities charged another reputed dealer, Zachary
Young, with planning the heroin theft.

In that scheme, all three officers were accused of
stealing heroin from Ortiz's supplier, Miguel Santiago,
who was the final person indicted. Santiago was a fugitive
for more than month, before he was arrested Aug. 17 in the
Queens borough of New York City.

All the defendants have pleaded not guilty.
Throughout the planning, Ortiz was doing business

with another supposed drug dealer, who was actually an
undercover DEA agent. The undercover agent was
recruited into the heroin theft.



Page 52

On May 14, Santiago fronted 300 grams to Ortiz, who
gave the heroin to the undercover agent, according to the
indictment.

Williams and his partner, Venziale, then pulled over
Ortiz and the agent. They arrested Ortiz and pretended to
seize the heroin - all of which was witnessed by Santiago's
courier, according to the indictment.

The undercover agent was allowed to drive away with
the heroin, and the officers later released Ortiz at Broad
Street and Lehigh Avenue.

The goal was to avoid paying Santiago and to resell the
heroin. For their efforts, Williams and Venziale were given
$6,000, authorities said.

Venziale was not accused in the scheme to steal money
from the undercover FBI agent, but Thursday's superseding
indictment added a new charge against all seven of the
original defendants - possession with intent to distribute
heroin within 1,000 feet of a school.

http://www.philly.com/inquirer/local/pa/main_line_dela
ware/delaware/20100910_New_charges_against_3_ex-
officers_accused_in_heroin_theft_scheme.html

10-09-09 Probe launched in violent W. Phila. arrest
A video showing baton-wielding police officers

repeatedly striking a man in West Philadelphia has
prompted an Internal Affairs investigation, police said.

The 21/2-minute video, posted on YouTube, captures
the violent arrest of Askia Sabur, 29, outside a takeout
restaurant at Lansdowne Avenue and Allison Streets
around 8:30 p.m. Friday.

Five men, including Sabur and a cousin, were standing
outside the Lucky Garden Chinese restaurant when two
officers asked them to clear the corner. Sabur refused,
telling the officers he was waiting for his food.

In interviews, police, Sabur, his lawyer, and several
witnesses agree on that much. What happened next is in
dispute.

Lt. Frank Vanore, a police spokesman, said Sabur had
knocked one of the officers to the ground before the posted
video begins.

"It started with a police officer lying on the bottom of
the pile," said Vanore. "The video doesn't show
everything. Stuff happens before, and stuff happens after.
Our internal affairs is trying to get the whole picture."

The YouTube video shows Sabur on the ground
surrounded by four officers, with one striking him in the
head and torso with a baton. Onlookers are heard shouting
"Stop" and "You're going to kill him." At one point, the
officer pulls a gun and tells the crowd to "back up."

The video, which can be seen at
www.youtube.com/watch?v=vQXh-v3IZ4c&sns=fb), had
been viewed more than 10,000 times as of Thursday.

Because the video is dark and jumpy, it does not clearly
identify all of the officers or how many were involved.

Sabur was charged with two counts of aggravated
assault, simple assault, reckless endangerment and
resisting arrest. Vanore said he will also be charged with
robbery because he tried to take an officer's gun and baton.

"Not every arrest ends with someone saying, 'Thank
you,' " said Vanore. "It's a shame. This is one case where
the male was not compliant."

In an interview, Sabur said he suffered a broken arm
during the arrest. He also required six staples to close
gashes on the back of his head, which he said had been
caused by the blows.

"It's like they were trying to kill me," Sabur said.
Sabur said that when the officers asked him for

identification, he reached into a pocket to pull it out and
that it was then that "they grabbed my arm and started
choking me."

Sabur's attorney, Evan Hughes, ridiculed the charges,
particularly robbery.

"If he tried to take an officer's gun, if he had actually
done that, they would have shot him," Hughes said.

"It doesn't take a genius to figure out the police are
backtracking, trying to justify what happened, and it's not
going to work," said Hughes. "As this develops, the truth
will come out."

Sabur, who grew up in the neighborhood, is known
there for his drawings and clothes designs.

He pleaded no contest to attempted burglary in
Montgomery County in 2002 and was sentenced to five
years' probation.

Outside the Lucky Garden Thursday afternoon, blood
stained the sidewalk. Neighbors said they were outraged.

"It's a modern-day Rodney King," said Jamil Stroman,
40, referring to the infamous beating in Los Angeles in
1991.

"If that's the protocol for stopping civilians on the
street, I don't understand it," said Stroman, adding that he
was interviewed on Wednesday by internal affairs.

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/homepage/2010090
9_Probe_launched_in_W__Phila__beating_by_cops.html

10-09-08 Gunslinging? It's a gal thing
A Dallas designer and "divas" love to shoot.
DALLAS - When Judy Rhodes founded a group more

than a decade ago to encourage women to shoot and hunt,
her own outsize personal ity guaranteed that members
would be a force to be reckoned with in the outdoors.

The group - DIVA . . . Women Outdoors Worldwide, or
DIVA WOW - now counts more than 1,500 members
around the world. Rhodes, the daughter of a Texas rancher
who learned how to handle a BB gun at age 4, said that
about half of the women who join also have strong
outdoors backgrounds, while the other half haven't picked
up a gun before.

"That was just second nature to me to see a shotgun or
a rifle in the gun rack," said Rhodes, a feisty blonde with a
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Southern accent. "Whenever something slithers, crawls or
hops, you've got to pop it."

The group offers clinics and seminars in fishing,
archery, dog training, and how to handle handguns,
shotguns and even an AR-15. They also organize hunts all
over the world.

Rhodes said the group gives women the chance to find
their niche in the outdoors. For instance, she said, those
who don't want to shoot something "with eyelashes" might
enjoy shooting clay targets. But the 60-year-old Dallas
designer said it doesn't take newcomers long to become
converts.

Statistics from the National Sporting Goods
Association show that the number of women hunting and
shooting has been on the rise. According to the latest
statistics, women hunting with firearms have increased
from about 2.7 million in 2000 to about 3 million last year,
and the number target shooting reached about 4.7 million.

When the "divas" gather, there's lots of encouragement
shouted, and usually a fair amount of accessorizing as
well, said Rhodes, who has decorated promotional
materials and their website with leopard print.

"When they first come to see us they may be in flip-
flops and blue jeans and a nice tailored shirt and the next
thing we know, it's Annie Oakley," she said. "They have
everything but the buckskin and the deer that they killed all
draped around them."

Cheryl Long, 58, of Fairview, located just north of
Dallas, joined the group around the time it was formed, not
long after she started shooting pistols. She's now the
group's communications director.

"I really loved the actual part of the shooting and the
competition," she said. "Then it was the camaraderie of the
women. I loved the independent spirit of the ladies."

http://www.philly.com/philly/entertainment/20100908_
Gunslinging__It_s_a_gal_thing.html

10-09-07 Long Island Man Arrested For Defending
Home With AK-47

UNIONDALE, N.Y. (CBS 2) — He was arrested for
protecting his property and family.

But it’s how the Long Island man did it that police say
crossed the line.

He got an AK-47 assault rifle, pulled the trigger and he
ended up in jail, reports CBS 2’s Pablo Guzman.

George Grier said he had to use his rifle on Sunday
night to stop what he thought was going to be an invasion
of his Uniondale home by a gang he thought might have
been the vicious “MS-13.” He said the whole deal
happened as he was about to drive his cousin home.

“I went around and went into the house, ran upstairs
and told my wife to call the police. I get the gun and I go
outside and I come into the doorway and now, by this time,

they are in the driveway, back here near the house. I tell
them, you know, ‘Can you please leave?’ Grier said.

Grier said the five men dared him to use the gun; and
that their shouts brought another larger group of gang
members in front of his house.

“He starts threatening my family, my life. ‘Oh you’re
dead. I’m gonna kill your family and your babies. You’re
dead.’ So when he says that, 20 others guys come rushing
around the corner. And so I fired four warning shots into
the grass,” Grier said.

Grier was later arrested. John Lewis is Grier’s attorney.
“What he’s initially charged with – A D felony

reckless endangerment — requires a depraved indifference
to human life, creating a risk that someone’s going to die.
Shooting into a lawn doesn’t create a risk of anybody
dying,” Lewis said.

Grier said he knew Nassau County Police employ the
hi-tech “ShotSpotter” technology in his area and that the
shooting would bring police in minutes. Cops told Guzman
he was very cooperative.

Grier also said he was afraid the gang outside his house
was the dreaded MS-13. And Nassau County Police Lt.
Andrew Mulraine, head of the gang unit, said MS-13 has
2,000 members in the county.

“They’re probably the most organized. They almost
have a military hierarchy within the gang, so they are the
most organized gang we encounter on a daily basis,”
Mulraine said.

You may think a person has the right to defend their
home. But the law says you can only use physical force to
deter physical force. Grier said he never saw anyone pull
out a gun, so a court would have to decide on firing the
gun.

Police determined Grier had the gun legally. He has no
criminal record. And so he was not charged for the
weapon.

That ShotSpotter technology pinpoints where a gun has
been fired within 35 feet. Police said it also detected two
other shootings in nearby Roosevelt that night.

http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2010/09/07/long-island-
man-arrested-for-defending-home-with-ak-47/

10-09-06 FBI case shows government double
standard on guns and freedom

"A former special agent in charge of the Dallas FBI
office said he tried to fire Carlos Ortiz 18 years ago after
the troubled agent was involved in a seven-hour armed
standoff with SWAT team members," Jason Trahan of The
Dallas Morning News informs us.

What? Wouldn't you and I be in prison for doing that,
providing we survived the experience? What's this "tried to
fire" business? How could the guy still be walking the
streets, let alone being provided a badge and a gun?



Page 54

"Ortiz, who is currently accused of plotting to kill his
wife and his former boss, was deemed fit for duty by
psychiatrists."

Just a little stress. He'll be fine. Besides, getting rid of
him would be "a discriminatory action."

The eggheads said it, I believe it, that settles it.
And then there's this:
"Ortiz remained an FBI special agent for nearly two

more decades after that, despite initiating a second armed
standoff in 2004 when, authorities say, he took his own
child hostage."

Aha! Got him this time, right? No?
"Again, Ortiz passed a mental evaluation and returned

to duty."
The thing is, the guy who wanted to fire him says

something that's flat-out insane to explain why such
behavior was tolerated for so long:

"The answer is because that's what the law requires,
and the law ought to be changed."

No, assuming the background history given on Mr.
Ortiz is not pure, unmitigated balderdash, it's more like
professional courtesy extended between "Only Ones,"
along with EEO gone wild. They don't seem to have a
problem finding all kinds of laws to use against We the
People when we do something that displeases them, and
responding accordingly with overwhelming force.

New laws are the last thing we need--besides, they
always seem only to apply to those of us targeted for
control, with carve-out exemptions for the you-know-
whos.

They don't seem to have a problem telling someone
who lets his wife do his finances that he can't have a gun.

http://www.examiner.com/gun-rights-in-national/fbi-
case-shows-government-double-standard-on-guns-and-
freedom

10-09-01 CANADA 'No Evidence' Gun Registry
Effective

A new RCMP report on the Canadian Firearms
Program contains no evidence on the effectiveness of the
long-gun registry, Public Safety Minister Vic Toews says.

The report, released this week by Toews to MPs on the
House public safety committee, concludes the firearms
program is cost effective, efficient and an important tool
for law enforcement and public safety, while also calling
the firearms registration component "a critical
component."

But Toews said the report dealt with Canada's overall
gun-control program, including the licensing of firearms.

"What I heard from that report is that there's certainly
no conclusive evidence one way or the other about the
effectiveness of the long-gun registry," Toews told
reporters on Wednesday in Halifax after a speech on
border security.

The Opposition Liberals said they will do a cross-
Canada tour to defend the long-gun registry ahead of MPs
voting on Conservative backbencher Candice Hoeppner's
private member's bill to scrap it.

Toews siding against police: Ignatieff
Liberal Leader Michael Ignatieff said the Mounties

performed a "careful, thoughtful study" on the registry's
effectiveness that shows Canada needs it to maintain
public safety.

Ignatieff also slammed Toews and the Conservatives
for going against the recommendations of the RCMP and
Canada's police chiefs.

"We've got the big law-and-order megaphone Vic
Toews on one side, and we've got the police forces of
Canada on the other," he told reporters at the end of the
Liberal summer caucus retreat in Baddeck, N.S.

"Which do you choose? I go with the police forces
every day, and that's what we hope Canadians will do as
well."

Ignatieff again hit out at NDP Leader Jack Layton for
allowing his MPs a free vote on Hoeppner's bill, saying
that a vote for scrapping the registry was a "betrayal of the
values" of the party.

Toews said the government is still committed to ending
the "wasteful" registry so it can focus resources on
catching criminals, instead of "criminalizing ordinary men
and women in Canada."

The minister cited Auditor General Sheila Fraser's 2006
report, which concluded the registry does not collect data
that shows it is effective in preventing gun violence and
increasing public safety.

"Our government has been very clear, we are
supportive of licensing the registration of prohibited and
restricted firearms. We believe that there is justification
for that, " he said.

"But as the auditor-general said in her own review of
the long-gun registry, there is no evidence to indicate that
it is effective."

The House of Commons is set to vote on Sept. 22 on
the public safety committee's motion to scrap Hoeppner's
bill.

http://news.aol.ca/canada/article/no-evidence-gun-
registry-effective-toews/1248934

10-08-31 Teen sues city, 3 suspended officers
Federal court filing charges excessive force
Jordan Miles says that after he was beaten and

handcuffed, he assumed he was about to be kidnapped or
even killed.

He began to recite the Lord's Prayer.
But one of the three undercover police officers who had

stopped Mr. Miles on Tioga Street in Homewood late Jan.
12 ordered him to "shut up," choked him and then
slammed his face into the snow.
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When Mr. Miles began whispering the prayer again,
another of the officers said, "Didn't he tell you to shut up?"
and once again choked him and slammed his face down.

Those are among the allegations Mr. Miles, 18, raised
in a federal lawsuit filed Monday against the City of
Pittsburgh and the officers, Michael Saldutte, David Sisak
and Richard Ewing, involved in his arrest.

The 14-page complaint includes claims for excessive
force, false arrest and imprisonment, malicious
prosecution, assault and battery.

"His injuries are substantial and couldn't have happened
but for excessive beating by three men of their size and
resources," said attorney J. Kerrington Lewis, who
represents Mr. Miles.

The lawsuit also accuses the city of failing to properly
train its officers, as well as failing to recognize the
complaints of individual citizens regarding improper
actions by the police.

The individual officers remain suspended with pay as a
federal civil rights investigation into their behavior
continues. That investigation, according to a spokeswoman
for the Department of Justice in Washington, D.C.,
remains open.

But Mr. Lewis said he was told by federal prosecutors
about six weeks ago that it would be difficult to press
charges against the officers.

Prosecuting the officers would be "a tough case," Mr.
Lewis said he was told. "[Federal officials] had questions
about credibility -- the victim versus three police officers,"
he said, adding that he was unsure where the federal
investigation stood.

Mr. Miles' mother, Terez Miles, called the wait for
answers "frustrating."

"We were told that, unfortunately, they just didn't see a
way to go forward with [charges against the officers]," she
said of the conversation with prosecutors. "We wanted to
hear an apology or an admission that what the police
officers did to my son was illegal. We didn't get that. What
recourse do we have?"

City Solicitor Dan Regan said his office was still
reviewing the lawsuit.

However, as is standard practice, the city law
department will represent the city in the case, while the
attorney who represents Pittsburgh's Fraternal Order of
Police, Bryan A. Campbell, will represent the individual
officers.

The controversy swirling around the Miles case has not
let up since the event, and ultimately led to protests by his
fellow students from Pittsburgh's Creative and Performing
Arts high school, who marched through Downtown streets
and delivered a petition with as many as 1,000 signatures
to the Allegheny County District Attorney's office earlier
this month.

Mr. Miles, of Homewood, was walking between his
mother's and grandmother's homes the night of Jan. 12,
when he said an unmarked car containing three men
approached him.

The former CAPA student said the officers were in
plainclothes and never identified themselves.

When the men first stopped, Mr. Miles claims, they
asked him "'Where's your money? Where's the drugs?
Where's the gun?' " the lawsuit alleged.

Mr. Miles tried to run, but quickly tripped and fell to
the sidewalk. That's when, he said, an officer approached
and started beating him.

The officers, who charged Mr. Miles with loitering and
prowling, aggravated assault, resisting arrest and escape
said they thought he looked suspicious and had a heavy
object in his coat that they believed was a firearm.

Later, in an affidavit of probable cause, the officers said
the heavy object they found in Mr. Miles' coat was a bottle
of Mountain Dew. In the lawsuit, though, Mr. Lewis
accuses the officers of lying in the affidavit, claiming that
there was no Mountain Dew.

At a preliminary hearing on the charges in March,
District Judge Oscar Petite Jr. dismissed the case against
Mr. Miles.

Mr. Campbell, who is representing the officers in the
lawsuit, could not be reached for comment Monday.

Defense attorney William Difenderfer, who represents
Officer Saldutte in the federal investigation, said he
"strongly disagreed" with the allegations in the suit.

"He is steadfast, he acted totally within the scope of his
duties."

Attorney James Wymard, who represents Officer Sisak,
said his client welcomed the federal suit.

"We've been waiting to go litigate this, wherever we
have to. If we have to litigate it civilly, we will," Mr.
Wymard said.

He conceded that the officers did have to use force to
restrain Mr. Miles, but they didn't use weapons, he said,
and the teenager did not suffer any serious injuries.

"The question is, he's going to have to account for his
conduct. Why did he run?" Mr. Wymard asked. "They'll
account for theirs."

In the meantime, Mr. Miles started college at the
University of Pittsburgh on Monday, where he is finding
comfort in his peers, his mother said. As for serious
injuries, she said her son still suffers from nerve damage in
his face and pain in both knees, which he did not
experience before his arrest.

"The doctor said if he's still being bothered by nerve
damage to his face after a year just to consider it
permanent," Ms. Miles said.
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/10243/1083859-53.stm


