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Founding Fathers: 

“If Congress can do whatever in their discretion can be done by money, and will promote the General Welfare, the Government is no 

longer a limited one, possessing enumerated powers, but an indefinite one, subject to particular exceptions.” --James Madison, letter to 

Edmund Pendleton, 1792 
 

 

Tucson Shooting Aftermath 

Gun Owners Targeted ‘Again’ by Media 

and Anti-Gun Groups! 
 Most of us have heard of the tragic shooting in 

Arizona of Congresswoman Giffords.  Our hearts and 
condolences go out to the families who have lost loved 
ones and those injured in this terrible crime.  As you 
can imagine, news reports are all over the map 
regarding why this happened but, as I am sure you can 
imagine, access to guns and more gun control is the 
order of the day for the media and the anti-gun 
politicians and groups.  No matter that the miscreant 
should ‘never’ have had a firearm by law-it is ‘all’ our 
fault for demanding our freedoms be respected. 

Anti-gun Congresswoman Carolyn McCarthy 
jumped at the chance to further her misguided agenda 
to ban firearms or add even more restrictions, without 
proving that they would’ve made the slightest 
difference, to the legitimate ownership of firearms.  

Gun Control groups made statements that “it was time 

to reform weapons laws in the United States”, almost 
immediately trying to claim the moral high ground 
without any thought to the consequences to ‘their’ 
actions. 

This crime comes just days after the U.S. House of 
Representatives read aloud the U.S. Constitution on 
the House of Representatives floor.  Some 
Congressmen called the landmark event propaganda.  
The statement from Rep. Nadler explains the position 

of some best, “They are reading it like a sacred text, 

complained anti-Second Amendment Rep. Jerrold 

Nadler (D-NY), who told The Washington Post that 

the “ritualistic reading” on the floor was “total 

nonsense” and “propaganda.” 
It seems that far too many elected representatives 

have not heard the message of the American people 
this past November.  As you will see in the attached 
newsletter, the determination to advance governmental 
restrictions on your freedoms continues in many 
quarters.  Certain politicians believe that the American 
people will return to their complacent lifestyles 

thinking that their job is done.  This could NOT be 

further from the truth! 
 

Stronger outlook for gun rights in 2011 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

 Following an election that divided Congress with pro-

gun Republicans running the House of Representatives, and 

state-level elections that tilted more legislatures and 

governorships to the GOP, the outlook for gun rights across 

much of America is considerably improved for 2011. 

 Add to that the weight of last June's Supreme Court 

ruling in the Second Amendment Foundation's (SAF) 

McDonald v. City of Chicago case, and there is a new 

political landscape as state legislatures and a new Congress 

open for business this month. 

 Joe Waldron, legislative director for the Citizens 

Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms 

(CCRKBA), told Gun Week that the shift of state 

legislatures to Republican control "will have a major impact 

on redistricting, which occurs in 2011." 

 "Somewhere down the road," he emphasized, "that will 

have an impact on the gun rights issue." 

 Waldron, who spent years as CCRKBA's executive 

director and as a lobbyist for the Gun Owners' Action 

League in Washington state, said Republicans picked up 
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"about 600 seats nationwide" in state legislatures. That was 

a significant gain along with the takeover of the US House 

and the end of liberal House Speaker 

Nancy Pelosi's reign 

 Waldron is paying particular attention to Wisconsin, 

where Republican Scott Walker has replaced anti-gun 

Democrat Jim Doyle, who twice vetoed concealed carry 

legislation and barely survived override. With a Republican-

controlled legislature and anew governor, the state may 

become No. 49 with a concealed carry law this year. 

 There may be more pro-gun legislation in Florida, 

where conservative Marco Rubio moves into the governor's 

office. Waldron will be in Tallahassee sometime during the 

upcoming session. Pennsylvania also has a new Republican 

governor which will be important to redistricting. 

 Republicans now control legislatures in Alabama, New 

Hampshire and North Carolina, as well, and they picked up 

the House in Ohio and Iowa, and the Senate in Minnesota 

and New York. 

 This may bode well for Republicans in the 2012 

elections, but time will tell if it spells trouble for Barack 

Obama's re-election hopes, and whether the US Senate may 

tilt to Republicans as well. Many pundits suggest that the 

November mid-term elections, and the gains made by 

Republicans, reflect a national referendum on Obama's 

policies. On the other hand, the results of that election saw 

the Democrat caucus go farther left as many moderates 

were sent home by voters. 

 While there is no denying that many of the Democrats 

who were displaced Nov. 2 were moderates who support 

gun rights, the key is that with Republicans now in control, 

they will hold committee chairmanships, and they will 

determine what legislation moves. 

 With the McDonald victory fresh on the minds of state 

lawmakers, gun rights activists will also see whether 

legislators take a more critical look at any gun legislation in 

terms of how it might measure up under the Second 

Amendment. The past six months have shown that SAF and 

the National Rifle Association are not timid about filing 

lawsuits against state laws that fail under a Second 

Amendment challenge. SAF, for example, is involved in a 

half-dozen lawsuits, all filed since the June 28 McDonald 

ruling 

 With a majority of Republican governors-29 in all—

political observers will be keeping an eye on how the 

National Governor's Conference approaches issues. 

 Political challenges to gun rights are hardly finished, but 

the outlook for holding the line and even regaining lost 

ground is better, at least in some states. 

 One thing appears certain. Voters sent a message to the 

president and Capitol Hill that Democrats under Obama and 

Pelosi could "keep the change." The New GUN WEEK, 

January 1, 2011 
 

Cop targeted in ATF probe of WA gun 

trafficking 
 Federal agents have seized hundreds of guns in a series 

of raids against suspected gun dealers, including a retired 

cop and another man thought to have sold the gun used to 

kill a Seattle police officer, according to a reported on by 

the Seattle Post Intelligencer's website. 

 According to recently unsealed court documents cited, 

federal agents in November conducted a series of stings 

against four men thought to be illegally dealing firearms at 

Western Washington gun shows. Court documents suggest 

that several of the men were sold hundreds of firearms 

without reporting the sales to authorities or conducting 

background checks. 

 Among those whose homes were searched was Roy S. 

Alloway, identified as a police officer living in Port Orchard 

who retired in May, according to a Bureau of Alcohol, 

Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) search warrant 

affidavit. Alloway has not been charged. 

 Also targeted was David Devenny, an Olympia man 

currently charged with selling guns to a convicted felon and 

ATF informant. Devenny, who has since been released on 

bond, is the only suspect charged from the raids. 

 He is alleged to have sold the gun used to kill Seattle 

Police Officer Timothy Brenton and wound Officer Britt 

Sweeney in October of 2009. Authorities have stopped short 

of claiming he sold the rifle directly to the man accused in 

Brenton's death, Christopher Monfort. 

 As part of the operation launched in May 2009, 

undercover agents attended various gun shows around 

Western Washington posing as customers or would-be 

unlicensed gun dealers, an ATF special agent based in 

Seattle told the court in the unsealed search warrant 

documents. 

 "It became obvious that many of these private sellers 

were in the business of selling firearms and not simply 

selling guns from their private collection," the ATF special 

agent told the court. 

 Some individuals, she continued, were dealing almost 

exclusively in inexpensive handguns and weren't producing 

any paperwork beyond a written receipt. 

 In a statement filed with the US District Court, the 

special agent said the investigation was launched after 

agents came to believe several gun dealers were operating 

without federal firearms dealer's licenses—required for 

anyone "engaging in the business" of firearms dealing—and 

selling large quantities of guns as "private sellers." The New 

GUN WEEK, January 1, 2011 
 

Buy a truck get a free AK 
 A Sanford, FL, truck dealership is running a special 

promotion, offering a free AK-47 with the purchase of a 
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used truck, and you can bet the Brady Campaign won't be 

shopping there. 

 Florida Internet Broadcasting Systems and 

ClickOrlando.com Reported that Nations Trucks, located in 

the Orlando suburb, kicked off the promotion on Veterans 

Day.. 

 General sales manager Nick Ginetta said the promotion 

would run until the end of November. He said anyone who 

purchases a truck will receive a $400 voucher to a local gun 

store. He said customers will have to go through the 

application process and qualify under state and federal laws. 

Ginetta said any buyers who don't want a gun will be given 

cash. 

 Ginetta said he knows the promotion is controversial, 

but he believes it will bring in business—and he said it's 

already working. At the close of business on the first day, he 

said the dealership had 47 appointments scheduled for the 

next day. Normally, he said there are only three. 

 Ginetta said he also believes it's a perfect Veterans Day 

promotion. 

 "We started on Veterans Day, saying, 'Hey, so many 

have given so much for this right,' " Ginetta said. 

 While there has been some adverse comment on the 

promotion, Ginetta said the dealership was thinking about 

extending the promotion to the end of the year. The New 

GUN WEEK, January 1, 2011 
 

14-year-old cartel hitman 
 From the "How Jaded Can a Killer Be?" file comes a 

frightening report from Mexico. 

 Authorities south of the US border have arrested a 14-

year old boy accused of serving as a drug cartel hitman and 

beheading the victims, according to an Agence France Press 

(AFP) report, which quoted army sources. 

 The youth, identified as Edgar Jimenez and nicknamed 

"El Ponchis," had been wanted since October, and was 

arrested at an airport in central Morelos state as he 

attempted to board a plane to Tijuana, a city at Mexico's 

border with the United States. 

 He had earlier been arrested along with six suspected 

hitmen for the South Pacific Cartel. 

 The suspects, including Jimenez, allegedly confessed in 

videos posted on the Internet that they had killed several 

men found hanging from bridges in Cuernavaca, less than 

60 miles south of Mexico City. They said the boy was in 

charge of cutting the victims' heads and genitalia, local 

media said. 

 According to the videos broadcast on Mexican media, 

the boy acted in complicity with his sisters, who sometimes 

served as decoys to lure victims. The New GUN WEEK, 

January 1, 2011 
 

Big Sis, Walmart's watching 

 Drudgereport.com reported on Dec. 6 that "Big Sis," 

aka Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Secretary 

Janet Napolitano had announced the expansion of the 

Department's national "If You See Something, Say 

Something" campaign to hundreds of Walmart stores across 

the country. 

 Ostensibly, this "new partnership between DHS and 

Walmart" is designed to help the American public play an 

active role in ensuring the safety and security of our nation. 

 "Homeland security starts with hometown security, and 

each of us plays a critical role in keeping our country and 

communities safe," said Secretary Napolitano. "I applaud 

Walmart for joining the 'If You See Something, Say 

Something' campaign. This partnership will help millions of 

shoppers across the nation identify and report indicators of 

terrorism, crime and other threats to law enforcement 

authorities." 

 Gun Week wonders how many false arrest lawsuits are 

likely to be filed if this "turn in a 'suspicious' neighbor to the 

fuzz" program generates too enthusiastic a response. The 

New GUN WEEK, January 1, 2011 
 

Schumer opposes abuse 
 Many Americans expressed outrage about the new body 

scanners used at airports to screen passengers, though 

interestingly enough, the outcry was louder from non-flyers 

than those actually subject to the searches, according to 

Newsmax.com. 

 However, to safeguard flyers from abuse of the process, 

a noted anti-gunner, Sen. Charles Schumer (D_NY), has 

introduced a bill that would punish anyone who misuses 

full-body scan images with up to a year in prison, the 

Associated Press reported. 

 Violators also could incur fines of up to $100,000. 

Privacy advocates worry that safeguards are inadequate to 

ensure that the revealing images produced by the machines 

remain private. 

 The X-ray scans from the machines can see through 

people's clothing, and the worry is that rogue security 

personnel might email images to friends or web sites. The 

New GUN WEEK, January 1, 2011 
 

Departing PA governor admits failure' of 

anti-gun agenda 
 Pennsylvania Gov. Ed Rendell, an anti-gun Democrat 

who is leaving office Jan. 18 when Republican Tom Corbett 

takes office, acknowledged to the Philadelphia Inquirer 

recently that his efforts to "reduce gun violence through 

legislation" had been "an abject failure." 

 Rendell, term-limited out of office after eight years, had 

pushed a smorgasbord of anti-gun initiatives during his 

tenure. They included one gun-per-month, penalties against 

gunowners who did not report lost or stolen firearms, and a 
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measure to close the so-called "Florida loophole" that allows 

Pennsylvanians to obtain a Florida carry permit even if they 

cannot get a Pennsylvania license. 

 Rendell recently vetoed "Stand Your-Ground" 

legislation that would remove a requirement to retreat if 

attacked in a public place before defending yourself. Corbett 

has indicated he would sign such a measure. 

 A stalwart defender of gun control, Rendell asserted that 

the General Assembly had acquiesced to the National Rifle 

Association. Quoted by the newspaper, Rendell complained, 

"The legislature proved consistently in my eight years that 

they are scared to death to buck the NRA. It's incredibly 

frustrating, the hold the NRA has over the legislature. It's 

embarrassing." 

 However, an aide to Republican Senate Majority Leader 

Dominic Pileggi dismissed Rendell’s rhetoric. 

 "I don't agree with the governor's conclusion," said 

Pileggi spokesman Erik Arneson. 

 Rendell vetoed the self-defense legislation claiming that 

it would have increased public peril by allowing armed 

citizens to "shoot first." The measure was erroneously 

dubbed a "Castle Doctrine" bill, but had little to do with 

self-defense in one's own home or business. It would have 

removed the duty to retreat that exists in the current statute. 

The reform measure had been passed overwhelmingly in 

both house of the legislature this year. 

 Rendell, a former major of Philadelphia who had once 

filled a role of antigun leadership similar to that of New 

York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg, said gun control is "a 

lost cause in Pennsylvania." Supporters of the measure plan 

to bring it up soon when the legislature reconvenes, so 

Rendell's veto only delayed what is probably inevitable. The 

New GUN WEEK, January 1, 2011 
 

Georgia gun rights organization pushing for 

constitutional carry 
 A Georgia gun rights organization is pushing for a 

change in state statute that would allow open or concealed 

carry without a permit or license, thus removing the 

necessity to pay a fee for such a permit. 

 Georgia Gun Owners (GGO), based in Kennesaw, is 

currently running an on-line petition that calls for an end to 

carry licenses, background checks and fingerprinting of 

gunowners who wish to pack a pistol for personal safety. 

According to WSB Channel 2 News in Atlanta, the group 

issued a statement that argues "Criminals and thugs will 

always have access to guns, knives, poles, hammers, sticks, 

or any other weapon they wish to use to commit their 

crime." 

 On their website, GGO makes it clear they want their 

state law to change the same way that statutes have been 

amended in Arizona and Alaska so that no license is 

required and both open or concealed carry are legal without 

a license. This state’s existing licensing system would 

remain in place for the purpose of reciprocity with other 

states. 

 Claiming they are the "only no-compromise, no-sell out 

grassroots gun organization in Georgia, GGO is openly 

critical of what it calls "establishment, statist, access-based 

gun lobbying organizations here in Georgia and across the 

country." GGO asserts that these unidentified organizations 

"have sold out gunowners and liberty lovers for political 

expediency and personal gain." 

 Organized as a non-profit, GGO says it is a non-

partisan grassroots citizen group. They do not endorse or 

support candidates for public office, nor do they work 

against candidates. 

 The news station heard from some critics of the plan 

who suggested that under the type of proposal GGO is 

offering, the state might return to the "Wild West." 

The group said it would push a bill when the legislature 

convenes this month. The New GUN WEEK, January 1, 2011 
 

TSU students back campus carry bill in TX 

legislature 
 Texas State University's (TSU) student government has 

become the first in the state to endorse carrying concealed 

handguns on campus, according to the San Antonio 

Express-News. 

 The group voted 24-10 on Nov. 29 to pass a resolution 

backing a proposed bill that would allow anyone to carry a 

concealed handgun around campus if they are 21 or older, 

have a concealed carry license, and have undergone training 

and background checks. 

 Previous concealed carry bills have had little success in 

the legislature. However, newly elected state Rep. David 

Simpson (R-Longview) has pre-filed a new bill for the 2011 

session. 

 Advocates say the bill would allow students to protect 

themselves in the event of a Virginia Tech-like massacre. 

Foes say the introduction of guns on campus could result in 

more gun-related injuries and deaths. 

 Two weeks ago, Texas State's newspaper, the 

University Star, became the first student newspaper in 

Texas to publicly endorse the bill.. 

 Licensed concealed carry is allowed on 71 US college 

campuses outside Texas, according Students for Concealed 

Carry on Campus (SCCC), an advocacy group, which has 

campaigned on the issue in several states. 

 SCCC, which was first launched by, students at 

Virginia Tech, has sponsored the empty holster protests on 

campuses across the nation in an effort to allow students, 

faculty and college and university administrative staffs that 

have concealed carry licenses to be allowed to carry on 

campus for defense just as they are in other public areas. 
The New GUN WEEK, January 1, 2011 



 

 
Page 5

 

USFWS officers slay wolf pack in Wisconsin 
 While federal and state officials are still at loggerheads 

over wolf management policy in the northwest states, the 

US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) has killed a pack of 

wolves in western Wisconsin because the animals were 

becoming too accustomed to humans, the Associated Press 

reported in mid-November. 

 The state Department of Natural Resources (DNR) says 

the agency killed six wolves that had staked out a territory 

in Jackson, Monroe and Juneau counties. 

 DNR biologist Adrian Wydeven says the agency is 

looking for one or two more wolves from the pack, known 

as Bear Bluff. Wydeven says the wolves were showing a 

lack of fear toward people. He says no human has been 

attacked, but wolves from the pack have killed three dogs 

and injured four others this year. 

 Wydeven told the La Crosse Tribune that once wolves 

lose their fear of humans, it's very difficult to change that 

behavior. The New GUN WEEK, January 1, 2011 
 

Daley frustrated by slow-moving gun 

registry 
 According to the Chicago Tribune, Mayor Richard 

Daley has expressed frustration that the Chicago Police 

Department has not set up a database to let police officers 

and firefighters know how many firearms are registered in 

each home in the city. 

 The registry was a key piece of Daley's new gun control 

platform this summer after the US Supreme Court 

overturned the city's handgun ban in June. The mayor said it 

would help protect first responders by letting them know 

what kind of situation they might encounter when they went 

to calls in Chicago residences. 

 "It is annoying" that the registry isn't yet in place, Daley 

said when asked about the topic after a City Council 

meeting. 

 The mayor told the newspaper he doesn't know why the 

database isn't available to police and firefighters yet, but 

said it shouldn't have taken this long. 

 The city's police department, which is run by Supt. Jody 

Weis, issued a statement after Daley's comments that said 

gun permit records are being entered and "will be complete 

in the coming weeks.” The New GUN WEEK, January 1, 2011 
 

Rhode Island gun rights leader Donn C. 

DiBiasio passes at 81 
One of Rhode Island's leading gun rights activists, Donn 

C. DiBiasio, passed away in late November. He was 81. 

A gun rights activist for more than a half-century, 

DiBiasio served twice on the National Rifle Association 

board of directors, his latest stint ending in 2010. 

DiBiasio had owned and operated D&B Guns in 

Providence until his retirement in 1981. He served as 

secretary and legislative director of the Rhode Island State 

Rifle & Revolver Association for many years, and he was a 

member of the Rhode Island Firearms Dealers Association, 

Continental Sloop Providence, Wallum Lake Rod and Gun 

Club, the Review Board of the Rhode Island pre-Purchase 

Firearms Safety Training Review, Gun Owners Political 

Action Committee, Federal Blues Rhode Island Militia, 

Providence Maritime Heritage Committee, Le Regiment 

Bourbonnois, United Train of Artillery and the State of 

Rhode Island Trail Advisory Committee. He was also an 

honorary member of the Artillery Company of Newport and 

Providence County Sheriffs. 

Born in Westville, NY, DiBiasio moved with his parents 

to Rhode Island when he was 7 years old. He graduated 

from Hope High School and the Rhode Island Radio & TV 

Electronic Technicians school, and he taught electronics at 

the Davies Vocational School and Woonsocket Voc-Tech 

school. 

An NRA benefactor member, DiBiasio was an avid 

outdoorsman who enjoyed hunting, angling and competitive 

shooting. He was also a recognized court expert on 

firearms. 

Many Rhode Island gunowners considered him an 

"unsung hero" in the firearms rights movement who fought 

successfully for "Castle Doctrine" legislation in the state. 

He leaves behind his wife, D. Cynthia "Cindy" Julien, 

his sons, Michael of North Providence, Steven of Cranston, 

Kenneth of Woonsocket, and Roger of Manchester, NH, 

plus his brother, James of Florida, and sisters Jean Fleury of 

Westville, NY and Ann Fricker of Nevada. 

The family asked that remembrances be made to the 

NRA Institute for Legislative Action. The New GUN WEEK, 

January 1, 2011 
 

Scot grandma's gun sentence quashed 
 A grandmother in Scotland has been spared a five-year 

jail sentence for keeping a World War II heirloom gun in 

her home, according to a BBC report. The woman, Gail 

Cochrane, 53, from Dundee, had kept the pistol for 29 years 

following the death of her father, who had been in the Royal 

Navy. 

 She was jailed for five years in June, but appealed 

against her sentence. 

 Judges at the Court of Criminal Appeal in Edinburgh 

were split over Cochrane's case, but on a majority decision 

ruled that her prison term should be quashed. 

 They ordered her to carry out 240 hours community 

service. The grandmother-of six, had spent six weeks in 

prison before being freed pending her appeal. 

 Cochrane was originally jailed for the minimum term 

for illegal possession of a firearm after police found the 
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unlicensed military pistol during a search at her home in 

Dundee. The report did not say why the search was 

conducted. But defense lawyers challenged the decision, 

arguing that the sentencing judge had erred in ruling that 

exceptional circumstances did not exist. The New GUN 

WEEK, January 1, 2011 
 
 
 
 

You can't afford to sleep with an elephant in 

the House 
by Joseph R Tartaro, Executive Editor 

Many American gunowners may be sitting back 

comfortably as 2011 arrives, considering their gun rights 

secure for the next two years as a Republican majority takes 

over the House of Representatives. 

 However that can be a risky position to assume. 

 No matter which party controls the House—elephants 

or donkeys—all of your rights are at risk on the bargaining 

table as new legislation works its way through the 

legislative sausage machine And history has shown that 

Republican administrations and Congresses have been 

responsible for some anti-gun rights proposals. 

 Take the Firearms Owner Protection Act (FOPA) which 

passed during the Reagan years. The final bill that was 

enacted and signed in 1986 was not the reform bill that was 

originally proposed. And the bill that did pass included the 

last minute amendment that banned the sale of newly 

manufactured machineguns to qualified, law-abiding 

citizens. 

 As I recall, that amendment came out of the blue and 

was enacted by a voice vote; there was no roll call vote in 

the House—just a quick hustle as the railroad train raced 

over the rights of Americans who owned, or wished to own, 

arms already covered by the 1934 National Firearms Act. 

 What's more, while the FOPA was supposed to take the 

legal risk out of transporting lawful arms while you travel, 

that issue has never been completely settled. Just read the 

story in this issue about the man who was arrested, 

convicted and sentenced in New Jersey for transporting his 

own legally owned, unloaded and cased firearms. He's not 

the only example. Lots of American travelers have been 

arrested and lost their firearms property, if not their liberty, 

for transporting their firearms into or through the airports of 

cities where the Second Amendment is routinely trampled, 

like New York City and Albany, or Chicago or Newark. 

 I'm not just blaming Republicans for these problems but 

lawmakers of both parties, even when they profess support 

for the right to keep and bear arms, and even with pro-gun 

voting records. In the lawmaking process, some things are 

done in haste without full knowledge of the consequences or 

without reading and studying the measure, and at other 

times, because of bargaining. When Bill Clinton was trying 

to ram his "assault weapons" ban through and needed just 

two votes in the House, he got them by bargain ing with a 

couple of pro-gun members of the House. That doesn't mean 

deals are cut for personal reasons. Often, the sugar coats a 

pet project for the congressman's district that will help him 

or her get reelected. 

 Concentrating too much on the fact that Republicans 

will be in charge in the House starting in early January 

obscures the fact that Democrats still control the Senate, the 

White House and the Cabinet, where many changes can be 

made administratively unless Congress acts to block the 

bureaucrats. 

 Another reason not to sleep too soundly in an 

environment where your rights are always at risk is that 

public moods can be changed quickly. Unforeseen events 

can cause a change in public mood. Official statistics that 

show that violent crime has been falling nationwide, belie 

the fact that the rate of violent crime in some cities is rising 

according to more recent reports—not because of increased 

lawful gun ownership and use, but for extraneous reasons, 

and the establishment media is always ready to fan the 

flames of anti-gun activism. 

 Heck, the media can't even report the facts properly. 

 Take, for example, the reportage on the fact that 

passengers traveling on some trains will now be allowed to 

transport the unloaded guns in locked cases in those trains 

which accept checked luggage, and only if the railroad is 

informed 24 hours prior to departure. There are a lot of 

conditions connected with transporting guns in your 

luggage. 

 But that's not how the media reported the change just 

before it came into effect. 

 Almost universally, the headline read: "Passengers 

soon,Illowed guns on most Amtrak trains." 

 Such headlines misstated the facts and probably 

frightened some of the general public. The stories were more 

accurate, but people tend to remember the headlines. 

 Then there are stories like the one The Buffalo News 

headlined "The return of the assault rifle" on Nov. 21. 

 The subhead read: "High-powered weapons seem to be 

regaining their deadly role in WNY crime and violence." 

 The News reported that AK-47 rifles and other high-

powered semi-automatic assault weapons were the guns of 

choice for street gangs back in the 1990s,during the crack 

cocaine epidemic. 

 "Drive-by shootings and AK-47s were synonymous in 

some Buffalo neighborhoods as city homicide levels reached 

an all-time high. 

 "But now, more than six years after a federal ban on 

assault rifle sales ended, the feared weapon and similar ones 

appear to be regaining a foothold in local crime." 

 Some of the figures quoted may or may not be accurate, 

but certainly the headline is not. 
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 What the newspaper refers to as "assault weapons" 

never went away. The 1994 Clinton ban did not remove any 

guns from the street, nor did it remove them from the 

primary and secondary marketplaces. 

 Some were cosmetically changed to conform to the 

federal law, but the guns that were in lawful or criminal 

hands in 1993 were still in their hands after the gun ban 

sunset and in 2004. 

 The movies and media made these guns popular with 

criminals in the 1980s and '90s and there was no reduction 

in media, movie or television images showing those kinds of 

guns in the hands of criminals 

 The News claimed that during a 22-month period prior 

to the expiration of the federal ban on assault rifle sales in 

September 2004, authorities confiscated 40 such guns in 

Buffalo. The newspaper continued, "By comparison, over 

the past 22, months, 84 of these types of firearms have been 

seized. That's a 110% (sic) increase in confiscations, based 

on figures provided by the federal Bureau of Alcohol, 

Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives." 

 What this lengthy report did mention was that prior to 

the Clinton ban, the fight for the crack cocaine market by 

several gangs fueled the mayhem. However, what it did not 

mention is that the homicide rates, as well as the collateral 

damage, are once again linked to a new spiral in the wars 

over the drug market. They also did not mention that in 

Buffalo, the police department has been allowed to shrink in 

size—something that is happening elsewhere, perhaps for 

economic reasons, which has reduced the police presence on 

urban streets all across the country. 

 With slanted stories such as those quoted, one can 

always expect new assaults on gun rights. 

 We couldn't close out 2010 as we print the first issue 

dated in 2011 without thanking all of those people who have 

helped Gun Week enter its 45 years of publication. First, of 

course, are our loyal readers and advertising, both of whom 

help make this biweekly newspaper possible. Second, we'd 

like to thank all those who alert us to news stories by 

forwarding clippings or emailing links to the original stories 

from newspapers, television stations and websites. 

While Gun Week is edited primarily for American 

gunowners and activists, it is surprising, how many stories 

also come from foreign lands, especially since the issue of 

the right to arms for defense and recreation is becoming a 

hotter issue all around the globe. 

 On behalf of the Second Amendment Foundation and its 

headquarters staff in Bellevue, WA, as well as the staffs of 

its publications, The New Gun Week, Women & Guns 

magazine and the Gottlieb-Tartaro Report newsletter, we 

wish you happy holidays and a healthy and safe New Year. 
The New GUN WEEK, January 1, 2011 
 

‘Stupid' gun laws can catch owners unaware 

by Jeff Knox 

 There are some in the rights community who have 

picked up a mantra of "enforce the laws already on the 

books." That would be fine if the laws on the books made 

sense, but unfortunately many of those laws are simply 

stupid, and enforcement of these laws has proven too often 

to be arbitrary, capricious and even vindictive. 

 The latest stupidity being exposed is the fact that under 

federal law, as interpreted by the Bureau of Alcohol, 

Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF), millions of law-

abiding shotgun owners are committing a serious felony by 

simply possessing their guns. 

 So far ATF has wisely refrained from pursuing 

prosecutions of these millions of illegal gun possessors, but 

just pretending that a law doesn't exist is not a reasonable 

solution to the problem—especially when ATF has a history 

of pulling such forgotten laws out of the closet when they 

need something to pin on someone they've targeted. 

 For instance, the tragedy at Ruby Ridge (in 1992) 

stemmed from an ATF charge that Randy Weaver cut two 

shotgun barrels a half inch shorter than the 18 inches the 

law allows. When Weaver refused to act as an informant 

against a racist group, ATF vigorously prosecuted him on 

the shotguns—even though in certain configurations the 

agency has declared that shotguns with barrels 17 inches or 

less were completely legal and not subject to any special 

controls. 

 The disastrous raid on the Branch Davidian church 

group outside Waco, Texas, also instigated by ATF, started 

with a botched attempt to serve a search warrant specifying 

illegal machineguns—or parts with which to convert guns 

into machineguns. After the raid was over, ATF produced 

the charred and warped remains of a number of guns that 

they claimed were indeed machineguns, but when one of the 

companies hired to investigate the causes of the Challenger 

space shuttle disaster asked to X-ray these guns, ATF 

refused. The guns have never been subjected to any outside 

inspection. 

 While ATF receives a lot of well-deserved criticism, the 

root of the problem is much deeper than ATF. It is the laws 

themselves. 

 Federal gun laws fall into two broad categories: the 

1968 Gun Control Act and the 1934 National Firearms Act. 

GCA deals with "regular" guns that any noncriminal can 

buy at the local gun shop. NFA covers "special" guns and 

weapons such as machineguns, sawed-off shotguns, 

silencers and other, less politically correct guns. 

 If you're old enough you might remember Steve 

McQueen's TV show from the late '50s, "Wanted Dead or 

Alive." In that show McQueen's character carried a chopped 

down Winchester Model 92 lever-action rifle. That gun 

almost landed the show's producer in jail and cost the studio 

over $1,100 in special taxes because cutting a rifle's barrel 
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down to less than 16 inches or reducing the gun's overall 

length to less than 26 inches turns that gun into a "Short 

Barreled Rifle," or SBR, subject to the taxes and rules of 

NFA. 

 If you or I were to take a Model 92 today and cut it 

down to 19 inches like McQueen's gun, we would be subject 

to up to 10 years in jail and a $10,000 fine. If you really 

wanted a gun like that, however, you can buy one for about 

$600 with no special restrictions. It is a very close replica to 

McQueen's gun, it measures to 19 inches and is fully 

functional. If you put the original and the replica through 

side-by-side comparisons and testing you would be hard 

pressed to find any differences at all besides some 

government-required import markings and a different 

manufacturer's name. 

The difference is that4he replica was manufactured 

short, not cut down from a 

longer gun. Officially it is a pistol, and so it does not fall 

under the rules of the NFA. If you were to replace the stock 

on the replica with a full-length shoulder stock though, you 

would have a problem, because that would move the gun's 

official classification into what the NFA calls "Any Other 

Weapon," making it subject to NFA taxes and regulations. 

Adding a longer stock to McQueen's SBR and extending the 

barrel a few inches would qualify it as a rifle again, though, 

and you could de-list it from NFA and sell it like any other 

regular gun. 

That all makes sense, right? 

 How's this for a fair and reasonable standard? lbday's 

most popular rifle is the AR platform, the civilian version of 

the M16. Many returning soldiers want a gun like they 

carried in combat, and some are willing to pay the extra 

$200 taxes and jump through the extra hoops to have one 

with a barrel less than 16 inches long. But the ATF has 

decreed that since the barrels of AR-pattern rifles are easily 

interchangeable, if a collector with a legal SBR possesses 

any other receiver on which that barrel can be installed, he 

is in possession of multiple SBRs and is in violation of the 

law if he doesn't pay the extra taxes and register each one—

even if he never mounts the short barrel on any other 

receiver. 

 Enforcing the laws already on the books is a bad idea 

when the laws are this stupid. 

 The purpose of many of these laws died with Bonnie 

and Clyde. Today they simply serve as traps for 

unsuspecting shooters and gun collectors. ATF is pretty 

universally despised in the firearms industry because they 

are abusive in their enforcement of these bad laws, but the 

problems of ATF enforcement can never be adequately 

addressed as long as the bad laws remain on the books—

and I've just barely scratched the surface here. Federal gun 

laws have not had major reform since 1986, and many of 

the problem laws have been festering on the books since 

1968 or 1934. 

 It's time for a change. It's time for Congress to step up 

and reform both the Gun Control Act and the National 

Firearms Act. Bad laws don't get better by themselves. 

Congress created this mess, Congress needs to get down to 

business and fix it. 

 This Knox Report was first published by 

WorldNetDaily.com, Dec. 3, 2010 and also will be 

appearing in Shotgun News. The New GUN WEEK, January 

1, 2011 
 

Baltimore’s top cop may alter rules for off-

duty police carry 
 The police commissioner in Baltimore; MD, is 

reportedly considering changes in policy for officers in 
that city in the wake of June 5, 2010 shooting that 
involved an off-duty cop who put 12 out of 13 rounds 
fired into a man outside of a nightclub during an 
argument. 

 According to the Associated Press, Officer Gahiji 
A. Tshamba was armed with his department-issue 
Glock pistol when he intervened in a situation in which 
he observed a man "groping a woman." That man was 
identified as Tyrone Brown, an Iraq war veteran who 
was not armed. Brown was the man Tshamba fatally 
shot that day at about 1:30 a.m. 

 Now the police commissioner is rethinking the age-
old mandate that officers always be armed. It is 
something of a tradition in law enforcement in many 
regions, that an officer be armed in case he or she 
encounters a crime. 

 However, according to the Associated Press story, 
Commissioner Frederick H. Bealefield III is taking a 
hard look at that tradition, and is considering changes 
that would include a prohibition on drinking while 
armed. 

 State laws vary on the ability of private, legally-
armed citizens to drink while armed. In some states, it 
is even against the law to carry a firearm into a 
restaurant where alcohol is served. In other states, 
such as Washington, the law allows armed citizens to 
visit such restaurants, but they may not enter the 
cocktail lounge portion of the establishment, and they 
may also not go into a tavern. However, nothing in the 
statute actually forbids an armed citizen seated in the 
restaurant portion of the establishment from having a 
drink served at his table. 

 The Associated Press reviewed records of 
Baltimore police-involved shootings since 2005 and 
discovered that off-duty officers had been involved in 
15 shootings. In 12 of those incidents, the officer was 
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intervening in a crime, or fired in self-defense. But 
three of the cases involved cops and alcohol. 

 The report said Tshamba's attorneys argue that he 
was not drinking that night and that he was acting in 
his official capacity, but he did refuse a breath test. He 
was being held without bail on the murder charge. The 

New GUN WEEK, January 1, 2011 
 

VPC links guns, domestic violence 
 Josh Sugarmann with the anti-gun Violence Policy 

Center (VPC) recently published a commentary on the 
Huffington Post that linked gun ownership with 
domestic violence, in which he asserted, "Guns can 
easily turn domestic violence into domestic homicide." 

 According to Sugarmann, the most dangerous 
states for women are Nevada, Vermont, Alabama, 
North Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Arkansas, 
Missouri, South Carolina and Georgia. 

 Using data from 2008, Sugarmann said 92% of the 
female murder victims were killed by someone they 
knew, and that 12 times as many women were killed 
by men they knew than by men who were strangers. Of 
those, 278 were killed during the course of an 
argument. The New GUN WEEK, January 1, 2011 
 

Maine cop denied right to vote for refusing 

to surrender pistol 
 The election warden in Maine who turned away the 

vote of a police officer has been dismissed, and the 
Bangor police chief has stated at a press conference 
that officers are not required to surrender their weapon 
at the polls, according to the Bangor Daily News. 

In the 18 years that he has been a police officer in 
Bangor, James Dearing couldn't think of a single other 
time when someone has asked him to turn over his 
firearm. 

 Dearing, who was patrolling his assigned beat near 
the Bangor Civic Center, decided to stop in and cast 
an early vote. He walked into the polling place in full 
uniform and stood in a short line with other voters. 

 One of the election officials told Dearing he 
couldn't bring his gun inside. The officer said he 
thought it was a joke. 

 Election warden Wayne Mallar then approached 
Dearing and reiterated the request: Turn over your 
weapon to another officer or we can't let you vote. 
Dearing refused. 

 The officer said he left the civic center feeling 
embarrassed and insulted, later posting details of the 
incident on his Facebook page. 

 The incident bothered the officer enough to draft a 
letter to Maine Secretary of State Matthew Dunlap, 
which the officer also provided to the Bangor Daily 
News. In it, Dearing writes that Mallar claimed he 
would be violating state law by allowing the officer to 
vote with his weapon holstered. 

 Reached by phone, Dunlap said he had not yet seen 
Dealing's letter but said there is no state law that says 
officers are prohibited from carrying firearms 
anywhere. The secretary of state could not remember a 
similar complaint in recent years. 

 The officer said he didn't want Mallar fired, just to 
admit he made a mistake. The New GUN WEEK, January 1, 

2011 
 

Portland, OR Council passes five new gun 

laws 
 Portland's City Council in early December 

unanimously approved five new local gun control 
measures crafted by Mayor Sam Adams, according to 
The Portland Oregonian. 

 "Will this end up in court? Most certainly so. Will 
we fight it? Absolutely. What's at stake? The safety of 
our youth," Adams said, according to the newspaper, 
which suggested the move was part of a nationwide 
anti-gun push lead by big-city mayors. 

 Supporters of Portland's proposed gun control 
laws have called them a needed tool for law 
enforcement to crack down on gang-related shootings, 
while critics have voiced concerns about their 
constitutionality, and potential for unfairly targeting 
young blacks. 

 Three ordinances would hold adults responsible if 
their guns get into a child's hands, penalize gun owners 
who don't report the theft or loss of a firearm, and 
designate shooting hot spots and allow the city to 
exclude certain gun offenders from them. 

 While the theft reporting and child protection laws 
have been passed in other major, cities, criminal justice 
experts say the exclusion zones that would restrict gun 
offenders from areas designated as high in gun 
violence would be unique to Portland. 

 Two other code changes would set a 7 p.m. curfew 
for juveniles who have been convicted of a gun offense 
such as possessing or illegally using a firearm, and 
would enact a mandatory minimum sentence of 30 



 

 
Page 10

days in jail for a gun offender found carrying a loaded 
gun in a public place, including a vehicle or on transit. 

 Adams noted that 4 out of 10 homicides in the city 
are committed with guns. 

 "While the state's preemption laws prevent us from 
doing all that we can to promote responsible gun 
ownership, we're doing what we can," Adams said, 
according to The Oregonian. The New GUN WEEK, 

January 1, 2011 
 

Federal judge drops gun charge against 

Pennsylvania woman 
 A federal judge in Pittsburgh has dismissed a 

charge against a Clarion County woman who was 
indicted in 2008 in connection with a much publicized 
undercover investigation into so-called militia groups 
in two Pennsylvania counties. 

 According to the Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, US 
Judge Arthur Schwab of the US District Court for the 
Western District of Pennsylvania, dismissed a count of 
aiding a felon in possession of a weapon against 
Melissa Huet, 35, of Rimersburg, the girlfriend of one 
of four men charged after the raid. 

 The judge ruled that Huet's Second Amendment 
rights were violated because the SKS rifle she 
possessed at the time of the raid was not an assault 
rifle in the true meaning of the word. He said that 
federal prosecutors had no evidence to prove that Huet 
aided her boyfriend, Marvin Hall, 51, who was a 
former felon who is not allowed to possess guns. 

 The judge said the gun belonged to Huet and was 
stored in her home. 

 Further, Schwab said, the indictment never 
explained what acts Huet did in order to be charged. 

He said the rifle that Huet owned is a "curio," or 
collector's rifle, that is used for hunting. 

 Hall, Huet and Morgan Jones, 61, of Lucinda in 
Clearfield County and Bradley Kahle, 60, of Troutville, 
were charged in 2008 with explosives and weapons 
violations. Hall and Jones, represented by public 
defenders, pleaded guilty in a plea deal earlier this year 
and were sentenced to time served. Kahle was 
acquitted. 

 Jones served as a Eucharistic minister and was the 
emergency management coordinator for Knox 
Township in Clarion County. 

 Federal agents claimed the men were members of 
the Brookville Tigers and 91st Warriors Militia. At the 
time of the raid in early 2008, the Brady Campaign had 
focused on the case claiming it illustrated that the 

"law-abiding can become law breakers," linking the so-
called militias to American gunowners in general. The 

New GUN WEEK, January 1, 2011 
 

Canada gun shop owner loses appeal 
 The former owner of Guns 'n Gear in 

Charlottetown, PEI, Canada, will spend six months 
under house arrest following a failed appeal of his 
sentence for having unregistered and prohibited 
firearms, according to the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp. 

 PEI Supreme Court upheld the sentence of 
Christopher Levesque in mid-November. Levesque 
had argued the sentence was too harsh. The court did 
reduce a firearms ban from 10 years to three. 

 The charges were laid after the seizure of 
merchandise from his Guns `n Gear store five years 
ago. The New GUN WEEK, January 1, 2011 
 

Young gun-running lovebirds snared selling 

guns, drugs in NYPD sting 
 A pair of gun-running lovebirds sold 25 illegal 

weapons as well as drugs to an undercover NYPD 
detective during a six-month probe, cops and 
prosecutors said on Dec. 7, according to The New 
York Daily News. 

 The Yonkers-based pair, Juan Rivas, 20, and 
Monica Amador, 21, sold the detective automatic 
handguns, revolvers, and a 20-gauge shotgun from 
June to November in Washington Heights, the Bronx, 
and Yonkers, authorities said. 

 They were arrested Nov. 9 on gun sale and 
possession charges. Rivas' half-brother, Emmanuel 
Agesta, 30, was busted the same day on charges of 
selling 115 grams of cocaine to the undercover cop in 
a van in Washington Heights. Rivas and Agesta were 
also charged with selling drugs. 

 All three pleaded not guilty at their arraignments in 
Manhattan Criminal Court. They were held without 
bail and are expected to return to court on March 2, 
the newspaper reported. 

 "Half of these guns were delivered loaded," Police 
Commissioner Raymond Kelly said at a press 
conference with Manhattan District Attorney Cy 
Vance Jr. 

 "We know where they were headed, they were 
headed for the hands of criminals," Kelly said. 

 Rivas was the ringleader, organizing the deals held 
on 16 different dates, officials said. His gal pal is 
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accused of helping the scheme by hiding three guns in 
her purse and toting the bag to a bar for Rivas to 
sell—along with 23 grams of cocaine—to the cop. 
 Fourteen of the guns were loaded and the serial 
numbers had been rubbed out on two, making it harder 
to trace where the weapons had originally came from. 
 "Rivas bought these guns on the streets of New York 
and were (sic) selling it on the streets of New York," 
said Vance, according to The Daily News report. 
 Since the beginning of the year, investigators have 
indicted 240 people for selling loaded guns, Vance 
said. Fifty-eight of those, or 24%, are 18 or younger. 

 "These are young adults who should be in school," 
Vance said. "Not with their guns in their hands, headed 
to either prison or to an early grave." The New GUN 

WEEK, January 1, 2011 
 

ATF's long gun reporting reg raises furor 
by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor 

 By the time you read this, federal firearms licensees 
(FFLs) may or may not be required to file Form 
3310.4, multiple sale reports, on the sale or other 
disposition of two or more semi-automatic rifles of .22 
or larger caliber, that accept detachable magazines, to 
the same purchaser within a five-business-day period. 

 Why is the issue pending? Because the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) has 
filed for approval of a new regulation, published in the 
Federal Register in December, on an "emergency" 
basis in order to implement a new regulation effective 
Jan. 5, 2011. As this issue goes to press on Jan. 3, that 
approval is still pending, and it is unclear who or when 
FFLs will be required to comply. 

 The proposed regulation has caused a furor, not 
only within the firearms industry and among 
gunowners, but among members of the House and 
Senate. Almost immediately after the ATF proposal 
became public, it was denounced by the National Rifle 
Association, the National Shooting Sports Foundation 
(NSSF), the industry trade association, in both houses 
of Congress, and on the Internet. 

On Dec. 23, Montana's Congressman Denny 
Rehberg along with 33 co-signers sent a bipartisan 
letter to ATF's acting director questioning the 
"emergency" information request. The same day, Sens. 
Max Baucus and Jon Tester (both D-MT) also wrote a 
letter of opposition. 

 "It's not just the new rule gun advocates object to, 
it's the presumption that buying multiple guns is a 
questionable activity that ought to be monitored," said 

Rehberg, a member of the Second Amendment Task 
Force. 

 "We cross a line when the federal government 
starts keeping tabs on citizens who are exercising their 
Constitutional rights in a completely legal manner. This 
isn't about partisanship or politics—this is about 
standing up for liberty." 

 Baucus and Tester concluded their letter by saying 
"Again, we urge the BATFE to refrain from 
implementing these unnecessary one-size-fits-all 
regulations and bypassing the transparent legislative 
process. The border situation requires serious 
deliberative review but using the regulatory rule-
making process at the expense of law-abiding 
American citizens is not the right way forward." 

 The idea of multiple sales reporting for long gims 
was first advanced by New York City Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg's Mayors Against Illegal Guns and was 
immediately embraced by the Brady Campaign to 

Prevent Gun Violence. 
 Then in September, an unflattering Justice 

Department draft report of ATF's progress in 
stemming the illegal export of guns to Mexico dubbed 
"Project Gunrunner" questioned the agency's ability to 
implement such a proposal without congressional 
authority. 

 Further complicating the issue was a report by the 
Washington Post that claimed the new multiple sale 
recording regulation would affect only about 8,000 
licensees in four states along the border with 
Mexico— California, Arizona, New Mexico and 
Texas. However, the ATF's notice of ruling making 
does not specify only those states, but is worded to 
make it applicable to all licensees nationwide. 

The Post reported that the Department of Justice 
had "languished" over the proposal for several months. 

 However, NSSF's Vice President and General 
Counsel Lawrence Keane noted that "Given this 
timetable, it's hard to see exactly where the 
'emergency' is." 

 He noted that NSSF opposes the new reporting 
requirement because it further burdens America's law-
abiding firearms retailers with yet another onerous 
regulation that will do nothing to curb crime, and will 
actually make it more difficult for licensed retailers to 
help law enforcement. The New GUN WEEK, January 15, 

2011 
 

OH Supremes nix local gun laws, overturn 

AW ban 
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by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

 State legislative control over firearms 
regulations—generically termed "state preemption"—
has been upheld by the Ohio Supreme Court in a 5-2 
ruling that struck down a ban on so-called assault 
weapons in the city of Cleveland. 

 The state high court's two most liberal justices, 
Chief Justice Eric Brown and Justice Paul Pfeifer, were 
the two dissenters. The case was known as City of 
Cleveland v. State of Ohio. 

 The majority opinion, written by Justice Evelyn 
Lundberg Stratton, noted that "absent a uniform law 
throughout the state, law abiding gun owners would 
face a confusing patchwork of licensing requirements, 
possession restrictions, and criminal penalties as they 
travel from one jurisdiction to another." 

 This language sums up the general philosophy 
behind state preemption statutes across the country. 

 The city had challenged the 2006 state preemption 
statute barely three months after its adoption. The 
March 2007 complaint argued that the statute was an 
unconstitutional infringement on the city's home rule 
authority because the state preemption law was not a 
"general law." The city, prior to adoption of the 
preemption law, had adopted several gun control 
ordinances including a prohibition on the sale and 
possession of "assault weapons." Under the state 
constitution, local municipalities in Ohio have the 
"authority to exercise all powers of local self-
government and to adopt and enforce within their 
limits such local police, sanitary and other similar 
regulations, as are not in conflict with general laws." 

The trial court upheld the state's authority, but the 
city appealed and the Cuyahoga County Court of 
Appeals reversed the trial court. The state then 
appealed to the state Supreme Court. 

 In her ruling, Justice Stratton cited the language of 
the state statute, which recognized that, "Except as 
specifically provided by the United States Constitution, 
Ohio Constitution, state, law, or federal law, a person, 
without further license, permission, restriction, delay, 
or process, may own, possess, purchase, sell, transfer, 
transport, store, or keep any firearm, part of a firearm, 
its components, and its ammunition." 

 Stratton also said the appeals court erred when it 
ruled the state statute to be "not part of a statewide 
comprehensive legislative enactment regulating 
firearms." She referred to an earlier ruling in a case 
involving a parks gun ban in the city of Clyde, in which 
the court then held that "The General Assembly could 

not have been more direct in expressing its intent for 
statewide comprehensive handgun-possession laws." 

 That said, the state high court ruling holds the state 
preemption statute to be a general law. 

 The ruling was hailed by outgoing Attorney 
General Richard Cordray. 

"This is an important victory for every gun owner in 
Ohio," he said in a prepared statement. "Before 2006, 
Ohioans faced a confusing patchwork of local 
ordinances with different restrictions on gun ownership 
and possession. The General Assembly stepped in, 
enacting a comprehensive set of rights and 
responsibilities for every citizen seeking to exercise his 
or her Second Amendment liberties. We vigorously 
defended that law, and...the Court upheld it." 

 Chris Cox, executive director of the NRA Institute 
for Legislative Action, called the ruling "a victory for 
law-abiding Ohioans." 

 "This ruling makes clear that preemption is the law 
in the Buckeye State and a patchwork of gun laws is 
not acceptable," he said. 

 Alan Gottlieb, founder and executive vice president 
of the Second Amendment Foundation (SAF) 
suggested that the Ohio ruling reinforces the principle 
that state legislatures can legally adopt statutes that 
place sole authority for firearms regulation at the state 
level. 

 SAF, NRA, the Citizens Committee for the Right 
to Keep and Bear Arms, the Washington Arms 
Collectors and five individual plaintiffs won a lawsuit 
against the city of Seattle, WA, last February, over a 
city parks gun ban that challenged Washington's 1983 
preemption law. Seattle is currently appealing that 
ruling to the State Court of Appeals. 

 The Columbus Dispatch called the ruling "a fatal 
blow to local efforts to regulate firearms." 

 Justice Stratton's majority opinion also held that 
attorneys' fees could be awarded, and remanded the 
case back to the appeals court for that issue to be 
addressed. The New GUN WEEK, January 15, 2011 
 

Appeal filed in in San Diego over CCW 

policies 
by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor 

 Acting quickly, on Dec. 14, attorneys for the 
National Rifle Association (NRA), California Rifle and 
Pistol Association Foundation (CRPAF), and a number 
of San Diego residents filed a notice of appeal to the 
9th Circuit Court of Appeals seeking to overturn a 
Southern District Court ruling four days earlier that 
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upheld San Diego Sheriff William Gore's restrictive 
policies on issuing licenses to carry concealed firearms. 

 California law allows a permit to carry a concealed 
firearm (CCW) to be issued if an applicant has "good 
cause." The 

lawsuit asserts that under the Second Amendment, 
self-defense must constitute "good cause" for the 
issuance of a CCW, and that Gore's requirement that 
an applicant demonstrate some special need or a 
specific threat in order to get a CCW is an 
unconstitutional restriction on the right to keep and 
bear arms; specifically, the right to carry a loaded 
firearm in public for self-defense. 

 In a nutshell, the District Court held that since 
California law allows unloaded open carry of 
handguns, rather than needing a CCW to defend 
yourself you can carry unloaded and, openly, then act 
pursuant to 'a California law that requires you to wait 
until you are about to be attacked, then load your 
firearm. Obviously, that is not an effective way to 
exercise your fundamental, individual constitutional 
right to defend yourself, nor to bear a firearm under 
the Second Amendment. In fact, as a self-defense 
strategy, it's a risky tactic that might get you hurt or 
killed. 

 The plaintiff/appellants include several individuals 
who were either denied CCW's or do not qualify under 
the sheriff's strict issuance standards. 

 The "good cause" issue in the San Diego case is 
similar to that being pursued by the suits filed by the 
Second Amendment Foundation (SAF) and individual 
plaintiffs in Westchester County, NY, and in New 
Jersey and Maryland. In the Garden State suit, the 
New Jersey Association of Rifle and Pistol Clubs is 
also plaintiff. 

 All four suits in the different states target what are 
claimed to be arbitrarily administered "good cause" 
standards. The New GUN WEEK, January 15, 2011 
 

Montana `zero tolerance" school flap may 

propel legislation 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

 A high-profile flap involving a western Montana 
school district's zero tolerance policy and how it 
affected a 16-year-old girl who unwittingly left her 
hunting rifle in the trunk of her car may bring 
legislation to "clarify" the statute. 

 At least, according to the Daily Interlake 
newspaper in Kalispell, that was what Republican state 
Rep. Jerry O'Neil of Columbia Falls indicated at a 

crowded school board hearing into the suspension of 
student Demari DeReu. The honor student and junior 
varsity cheerleader had never been in trouble until the 
week following a Thanksgiving weekend hunting trip 
with her family. 

 Advised that the school grounds were being 
patrolled by a contraband-sniffing dog, she voluntarily 
told school administrators that the unloaded, cased 
rifle 

was locked in the trunk of her car. Instead of being 
allowed to move the car off-campus—the school is 
locked down during the dog search—she was 
suspended and faced expulsion. 

 That was when her mother contacted Gary Marbut, 
president of the Montana Shooting Sports Association 
(MSSA), and he sent out an alert about the girl's 
plight. The incident exploded into controversy across 
the Internet. Marbut had included the e-mail addresses 
of school board members, the principal and vice 
principal at Columbia Falls High School, and School 
Superintendent Michael Nicosia. Marbut did not attend 
the meeting, but MSSA was represented by MSSA 
board member Tom Opre, the newspaper noted. 

 Within days, Nicosia told Gun Week, he had 
received hundreds of angry emails from all over the 
map. He predicted in a telephone interview that cooler 
heads would prevail, and they did. At a mid-December 
hearing before the Columbia Falls School Board, Miss 
DeReu acknowledged her error, and the board used its 
flexible authority under Montana law to return her 
immediately to class the following day with the 
promise that she would be able to make up school 
work. 

 The case set off a chain reaction of anger and 
frustration over the zero tolerance philosophy that has 
been a federal mandate since the mid-1990s. 

 O'Neil's proposal, according to the newspaper 
account, would exempt a firearm locked in a car on 
school property. 

 Attorney Sean Frampton, representing DeReu, told 
the board that the school district's policy went beyond 
state law, which followed the federal statute that 
apparently exempts firearms used specifically for 
"sporting, recreational or cultural purposes." 

The Missoulian newspaper in Missoula also covered 
the controversy and reported that DeReu 
acknowledged her mistake and quickly advised school 
authorities when she learned that the dog would be 
sniffing around the school parking lot. 
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 Discussions on internet chat forums were largely 
supportive of the teen, but some gunowners 
questioned how anyone could "forget" they had a rifle 
in their car. 

 The controversy reignited a debate about the 
reasonableness of a national "gun free school zone" 
policy ironically days before a Florida man fired shots 
at a school board meeting in Panama City. The 
gunman, Clay Duke, had spray-painted a "V" inside of 
a circle before speaking. He was apparently angry that 
his wife had been fired by the Bay School District. 

 Duke's outburst was caught on video, including an 
attempt by board member Ginger Littleton to disarm 
him by hitting Duke with her purse. Duke is shown on 
the video firing a shot at one board member and then 
being shot by an off-camera security guard. Duke then 
reportedly killed himself.  The New GUN WEEK, January 

15, 2011 
 

Law enforcement fatalities up 37% over 

national toll in 2010 
 The 160 law enforcement fatalities for 2010 were 

up 37% over the number of police officers killed in the 
line of duty in 2009, with the majority of those deaths 
attributed to traffic accidents, according to the 
National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund. 

 The number of police deaths by gunfire was also 
up 20% with at least 61 fatalities, including a rookie 
officer gunned down Dec. 29 in Arlington, TX, while 
responding to a domestic assault complaint involving a 
registered sex offender. The suspect in that killing also 
murdered his ex-girlfriend and then took his own life, 
according to the Seattle Times and Associated Press. 

 The law enforcement slayings included two police 
gunned down in a remote Alaska village, a California 
police officer and sheriff's deputy as they tried to serve 
a warrant on an arson suspect, and two Arkansas 
police officers who were doing drug enforcement, 
according to the Associated Press. 

 Last year's statistics surpassed the 117 law 
enforcement deaths reported for 2009. Last year, 73 
officers were killed in traffic mishaps, up considerably 
from the 51 officers who died in crashes in 2009. 

 Craig Floyd, director of the LEO Memorial Fund, 
blames budget cuts and cuts in resources due to the 
economy. 

 "We're asking our officers to do more with less," 
he told the Associated Press. "We're asking them to 
fight conventional crime, and we're asking them to 
serve on the front lines in the war against terror." 

 Most police deaths were in California, Florida, 
Georgia, Illinois and Texas. The two agencies 
reporting the most fatalities were the California 
Highway Patrol and Chicago Police Department. The 

New GUN WEEK, January 15, 2011 
 

Charles Manson calling? 
 California prison officials want to stop prison 

inmates like convicted murderer Charles Manson from 
reaching out and touching people with smuggled cell 
phones, which is why prison guards confiscated the flip 
phone for the man behind one of the most infamous 
killing sprees in US history after he placed calls and 
sent text messages to people in California, Florida, 
New Jersey and British Columbia, Canada, the Los 
Angeles Times reported. 

 "It's troubling that he had a cell phone since he's a 
person who got other people to murder on his behalf," 
a spokeswoman for the state Department of 
Corrections told The Los Angeles Times. 

 The spokeswoman, ferry Thornton, also told The 
Times she didn't know if Manson ordered anyone 
during a call to commit a crime. 

 Authorities have urged the Federal 
Communications Commission to grant them authority 
to jam cell phone signals at prisons, but 
telecommunications lobbyists have told the agency that 
jamming would also block non-inmates near prisons 
from making calls. 

 Officials told the Times that prison inmates use the 
phones to run drug rings, intimidate witnesses and plan 
escapes yet being in possession of a cell phone isn't a 
crime in the Golden State. 

 President Obama signed into law during the 
summer a bill making smuggling cell phones into 
federal prisons a crime, but that law doesn't apply to 
state prisons, The Times reported. The New GUN WEEK, 

January 15, 2011 
 

Shoplifter picks wrong exit 
 From the "Semper Fi" files comes a report of a 

criminal suspect's poor choice of resistance. 
 A US Marine reservist collecting toys for children 

was stabbed when he helped stop a suspected 
shoplifter in eastern Georgia in late November, 
according to The Associated Press. 

 Best Buy sales manager Orvin Smith told The 
Augusta Chronicle that a man was seen on surveillance 
cameras on Nov. 26 putting a laptop under his jacket 
at the Augusta store. 
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 When confronted, the man became irate, knocked 
down an employee, pulled a knife and ran toward the 
door. Outside were four Marines collecting toys for 
the service branch's "Toys for Tots" program. 

 Smith said the Marines stopped the man, but he 
stabbed one of them, Cpl. Phillip Duggan, in the back. 
The cut to the Marine reservist did not appear to be 
severe, according to the report, but the suspect's 
condition seemed much worse. 

 He was transported to the local hospital with two 
broken arms, a broken leg, possible broken ribs, 
assorted lacerations and bruises he obtained when he 
fell trying to run after stabbing the Marine. 

 The suspect, whose name was not released, was 
held until police arrived and the Richmond County 
Sheriff's office was reportedly investigating. The New 

GUN WEEK, January 15, 2011 
 

Obama's note at auction 
 Paul Bedard of US News & World Report thought 

gunowners had reason to rejoice that President Obama 
had backed the Second Amendment in writing right 
after taking office. 

 A very rare Obama note, handwritten on White 
House stationary, has surfaced on the auction market 
in which the new president pledges his support for 
gunowners. 

 "I believe in the Second Amendment, and the rights 
of sportsmen like you. Period. Sincerely, Barack 
Obama," is clearly and firmly written on the note that 
was up for auction in mid-December 16 by Alexander 
Autographs. 

 Obama's words never mention gun rights 
specifically, or self-defense, and they certainly didn't 
satisfied everyone. The Feb. 18, 2009 note that was 
auctioned was a direct answer to a hunter concerned 
about rumors that the administration was planning to 
impose policies that would boost the price of 
ammunition and guns, and possibly ban firearms 
altogether. 

 Obama still concerns gun rights activists because of 
some of his policies. For example his pick of avowedly 
anti-gun Andrew Traver as director of the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, or his 
nomination of Seattle's former Mayor 

Greg Nichols, another anti-gunner, to be an 
alternate US representative to the United Nations. 
Nevertheless, his autographed noted fetched $9,000 at 
the auction. The New GUN WEEK, January 15, 2011 
 

UN again eyes global regulation of Internet 

policy 
 The United Nations (UN) is eying control of the 

Internet once again. At this point, the UN, which has 
several panels related to the worldwide web, is 
considering whether to set up an intergovernmental 
working group to "harmonize" global efforts by policy 
makers to regulate the Internet. 

 Establishment of such a group has the backing of 
several countries, spearheaded by Brazil. 

 At a meeting in New York on Dec. 15, 
representatives from Brazil called for an international 
body made up of government representatives that 
would to attempt to create global standards for 
policing the Internet—specifically in reaction to 
challenges such as WikiLeaks. 

 The Brazilian delegate stressed, however, that this 
should not be seen as a call for a "takeover" of the 
Internet, according to iTnews.com. However, most 
UN initiatives have begun with similar denials of a 
grasp for worldwide control, as with the global gun 
control program. Whoever controls policy controls 
content. 

 India, South Africa, China and Saudi Arabia 
appeared to favor a new possible over-arching inter-
government body. However, Australia, the US, UK, 
Belgium and Canada and attending non-governmental 
business and community representatives argued there 
were risks in forming yet another working group that 
might isolate itself from the industry, community users 
and the general public. 

 Debate on the creation of a new intergovernmental 
body stemmed from a UN Economic and Social 
Council resolution adopted on July 19. 

 The resolution invited the UN Secretary-General 
"to convene open and inclusive consultations involving 
all Member States and all other stakeholders with a 
view to assisting the process towards enhanced 
cooperation in order to enable Governments on an 
equal footing to carry out their roles and 
responsibilities in respect of international public policy 
issues pertaining to the Internet but not of the day-to-
day technical and operational matters that do not 
impact upon those issues." 

 Much debate concerned the meaning of "enhanced 
cooperation" and whether a new inter-governmental 
body was required. Participants also debated the roles 
of existing organizations with Internet credentials. The 

New GUN WEEK, January 15, 2011 
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Gingrich serious about 2012 race 
  Most everyone in Washington assumes ex-GOP 

House Speaker Newt Gingrich will run for president in 
2012. And comments from his daughter confirm that 
sentiment, Politico reports. The New GUN WEEK, January 

15, 2011 
 

 

The world comes to celebrate personal 

freedom, gun culture 
by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor 

 The US Constitution and American history and 
traditions have created the largest and most 
widespread gun culture in the world—with more 
individual citizen gunowners and greater individual 
firearms ownership than any other nation. 

 This level of personal freedom is admired by many 
people around the world, even some with historic gun 
traditions of their own, such as Switzerland, Finland, 
Norway and South Africa. Significant segments of the 
populations of several European, Asian and South 
American countries are at present actively trying to 

expand their personal freedoms at home with 
respect to guns and their legal use for sport and, 
especially, for personal and family protection. There 
are current active grassroots movements for expansion 
of gun rights in India, Italy and even Russia. In 
Switzerland, Finland, South Africa and elsewhere, 
there are struggles to protect or regain the gun rights 
citizens once enjoyed. 

 So when the commodities being made and sold 
around the world have to do with guns, target 
shooting, sport hunting and self-defense, the United 
States represents the biggest single market on the 
globe. 

 While the American right to keep and bear arms 
makes us a model nation for others, it also defines the 
US manufacturers and entrepreneurs around the world 
as the largest market for guns and related products. 
That is one reason why manufacturers, representatives 
and exporters from around the world will be coming 
again and again to the annual Shooting, Hunting and 
Outdoor. Trade (SHOT) Show. In fact some nations 
organize pavilions in which several of their native 
industries can exhibit their latest offerings, in the hope 
of capturing a portion of the American market. 

 But sellers are not the only foreigners who come to 
the SHOT Show. Buyers come, too. American 
outdoor brands have a great reputation around the 
world, and they seek imports. 

 While buyers and sellers will gather in about 
700,000 square feet of global marketplace in Las 
Vegas this January, there are other forces at work 
around the globe that threaten to extinguish firearms 
freedoms everywhere—and in the US especially—and 
to extinguish the marketplace as well. 

 The most active of these are centered at the United 
Nations, which ironically is headquarters in the US. 
Slowly over the past several years, diplomats at the 
UN, with the help of non-government organizations, 
has been trying to impose a new order They have been 
doing it very subtly and sinuously, using a language 
they created painstakingly over the years. 

 One would hope as the global gun community and 
market gathers in Las Vegas that people from all 
nations will pay attention to and act upon the words of 
a remarkable commentary entitled "Norming Guns 
Away: Why We Need to be Concerned About the 
UN," written recently by Paul Gallant, Alan Chwick 
and Joanne Eisen, research fellows of The 
Independence Institute in Golden, CO. Here is their 
warning: 

 We American gunowners need to become more 
familiar with the process of "norming." The "norm" of 
civilian disarmament already surrounds our country 
and has the potential to nullify our Second Amendment 
right. 

 When global firearm-prohibitionists speak about 
"norming," they are actually discussing the process 
wherein society becomes increasingly hostile to the 
possession of arms in the hands of civilians. 

 This standard, or norm, was deliberately created 
during several decades of lies about the safety and use 
of firearms, their benefits to society, and the kind of 
people who possess them. And yet, we gun-owners 
remain unaware of its ramifications and its dangers. 

 During the creation of this norm, we have seen the 
prohibitionists lie time and time again, magnifying the 
costs to society of private firearm ownership, 
minimizing their benefits, and creating widespread fear 
in the process. We know we're on the side of truth 
because we don't need to manipulate the facts to fit 
our philosophy, as do the prohibitionists. In two 
decades of firearms research and experience, we have 
never seen a deliberate attempt, by unbiased firearm 
researchers to obfuscate data, 
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 The more people who accept the norm, the 
stronger the norm becomes. Owen Greene of 
Saferworld an anti-gun nongovernmental organization 
(NGO), elaborated: "It is generally agreed that 
controls on possession by civilians of Small Arms and 
Light Weapons (SALW—an ambiguous group of 
weapons that includes ordinary firearms) are a critical 
element of national controls to prevent, combat, and 
reduce SALW trafficking, proliferation and misuse." 

 Greene is secure in the knowledge that this norm 
already has extremely vigorous and widespread global 
support. 

 The new norm does not allow for self-defense, as 
government intends to provide that service for us. 
Even if one might actually comply with strict 
regulations and even if one might actually be permitted 
to keep his/her sporting gun at home, instead of being 
locked up at the local range, these guns will never be 
available for emergency use. 

One of the most damning ramifications of the new 
norm is that those few remaining gunowners will be 
looked upon with disdain. 

This is the norm that is presently being codified into 
a global legally-binding Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) that 
will encompass all conventional weapons. 

It might be possible for our laws to be changed 
because of this treaty, even without a Presidential 
signature, or Senate ratification. The ATT is set to 
become the global norm, and the global firearm-
prohibitionists would only need to wait for an 
opportune time to act. We expect that 175 of the 
approximately 200 nations in today's world would sign 
onto the ATT. Although many of these nations will 
sign with no expectation of complying with its 
provisions, this will not affect the strength of the norm. 

 According to attorney Joseph Bruce Alonzo, "gun 
control laws could affect United States parties in the 
event that gun control becomes a customary 
international law (i.e. becomes a norm).... Non-
consensual customary international law may arise as a 
result of international practice. This international 
practice may be evidenced by events not approved by 
the United States but eventually held binding on the 
United States." 

 That's how this norm, or soft law, has the potential 
to trump, the Second Amendment. 

 John Bolton, former US Ambassador to the United 
Nations, recognized the norming process, and rejected 
it as being destructive to our Constitution. Expressing 
his displeasure, he wrote: "Much of the development 

of norming comes as a result of people who are 
dissatisfied with political outcomes they have achieved 
at the state and federal level and who are determined 
to take their argument into the broader international 
context, who see the norming process as the way to 
constrain the United States." 

 There is another norm—our norm—which was 
bequeathed to us by our Founding Fathers. Ed 
Laurence of the Monterey Institute of International 
Studies complained : "An opposing norm that favors 
continued high levels of arms sales—based on the 
belief that citizens have the 'right' to buy guns for self-
defense, self-determination, entertainment, or to 
provide for their families--is preventing the 
development of a global consensus on small arms 
policy." 

 We are the last remaining hope for the sovereignty 
of individuals and the civilian possession of firearms. 
US civilians own about 270 million firearms, about 
30% of the total global stockpile of 875 million' 
firearms. But we estimate that only about 5 million 
people, out of approximately 70-80 million American 
gunowners, have joined in one or more activist groups 
that have been formed to 'protect our right to private 
firearm ownership. 

 This simply is not enough. We must get gunowners 
out of the closet and actively working, hard with 

 How undamaged we and our rights emerge from 
this United Nations firestorm, that will engulf us for 
the next 5-10 years depends upon how willing we all 
are to accept our, responsibilities today. The New GUN 

WEEK, January 15, 2011 
 

Gun fight over legal carry on college 

campuses erupts anew 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

Lawmakers in several states are reportedly planning 
to file measures in their respective legislatures that 
would allow guns to be carried by students and faculty 
on college campuses, while in Texas, a fight is flaring 
over a lawsuit filed by a teen there to strike down a 
prohibition on sales of handguns to people under age 
21. 

Author John Lott, writing on Newsmax.com, said 
state solons in "Texas, Florida, and possibly Idaho 
have good chances of passing concealed carry on 
campus (in 2011). There is apparently also some 
support in Arizona." 

Arizona Republican state Sen. Jack Harper is 
backing legislation that would allow students with 
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proper training to carry guns on campus if they have a 
state-issued permit, even though the state last year 
okayed concealed and open carry without a permit. He 
told the East Valley Tribune that this year's legislation 
could see a more favorable reception due to the 
outcome of last November's elections. 

"A couple of 'country club Republicans' who were 
opposed...will not return," he told the newspaper. 

The controversy over campus carry has been 
lukewarm to hot since the Virginia Tech massacre 
almost three years ago. The day after that mass 
shooting, college student activists founded Students 
for Concealed Carry on Campus (SCCC). Colleges in 
Utah and Colorado are now allowing concealed carry 
because of state laws and court rulings. 

In other states, lawmakers and college 
administrators are not simply resistant to change, they 
energetically oppose such laws. So does the Brady 
Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence. 

Harper said the NRA will be supporting his bill this 
year. He told the newspaper that allowing concealed 
carry on campus—considering what happened at 
Virginia Tech—is a good idea. 

"Forty, 50 people could be dead by the time that 
police officer gets there 20, 30 minutes later," Harper 
was quoted as stating. "If an assailant comes into a 
classroom with intent to do harm, it's minimized by a 
law-abiding citizen that's allowed to carry (a weapon) 
concealed." 

Another second bill in the Arizona House of 
Representatives, HB-2014, would place restrictions on 
college and university governing boards so that 
students or teachers with valid concealed carry permits 
could not be barred from campuses. 

While this battle is going to be waged in state 
legislative chambers, the Texas lawsuit is heating up in 
federal court in northern Texas. The Brady Campaign 
has been joined by other groups in asking the court to 
dismiss the lawsuit, which is supported by the NRA. 

The lead plaintiff in that case is James D'Cruz, 18, 
who has come under criticism from the Brady 
Campaign and other anti-gun groups over postings on 
his Facebook page. 

According to the Lubbock, TX, Avalanche-Journal, 
D'Cruz filed his lawsuit after visiting a Lubbock gun 
shop and learning that he was not able to purchase a 
handgun because of his age. In his lawsuit, he contends 
that current federal gun law violates the rights of 
millions of citizens in the 18-20-year age bracket. 

While those same citizens are old enough to vote 
and serve in the armed forces, where they are exposed 
to all kinds of sophisticated weaponry, the federal 
statute prohibits them from exercising their Second 
Amendment rights as civilians. D'Cruz' lawsuit asks the 
court to strike down as unconstitutional that section of 
the 1968 Gun Control Act that bars handgun sales to 
citizens aged 18 to 20. 

The Brady Campaign contends that teenagers in 
D'Cruz' age group should not be able to purchase 
handguns because crime data suggests that people of 
that age are more likely to be associated with violent 
acts. 

"Arrests for murder, non-negligent homicides and 
other violent crimes peak from ages 18 to 20," 
according to a Brady Campaign press release. "Even 
though 18-20 year-olds make up only 5 percent of the 
population they account for about 20 percent of 
homicide and manslaughter arrests." 

The Brady Campaign brief cites studies showing 
that young persons under 21 often lack the same ability 
as adults to govern impulsivity, judgment, planning for 
the future, and foresight of consequences. 

The Brady Campaign was joined in its brief by the 
Student Government and Graduate Student Assembly 
of the University of Texas at Austin, the Mothers 
Against Teen Violence, and Students for Gun-Free 
Schools in Texas. The New GUN WEEK, January 15, 2011 

 

School lunchbox mix-up leads to charges for 

Tarheel teen 
 An athletic and academic standout in Lee County, 

NC, said a lunchbox mix-up has cut short her senior 
year of high school and might hurt her college 
opportunities, according to WRAL.com. 

 Ashley Smithwick, 17, of Sanford, was suspended 
from Southern Lee High School in October after 
school personnel found a small paring knife in her 
lunchbox. 

 Smithwick said personnel found the knife while 
searching the belongings of several students, possibly 
looking for drugs. 

 The lunchbox really belonged to her father, Joe 
Smithwick, who packs a paring knife to slice his apple. 
He and his daughter have matching lunchboxes. 

 Ashley Smithwick said she had never gotten in 
trouble before and was surprised when the principal 
opened her lunchbox and found the knife. 
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The teen was initially given a 10-day suspension, 
then received notice that she was suspended the rest of 
the school year. 

 This month, Ashley Smithwick, a soccer player 
who takes college-level courses, was charged with 
misdemeanor possession of a weapon on school 
grounds. She is no longer allowed to set foot on 
campus. 

 Lee County Superintendent Jeff Moss told the 
Sanford Herald that he can't discuss the specifics of the 
case, but school policy allows principals to consider 
the context of each case and determine discipline. 

 "When the principals conduct their investigations, 
what typically is fleshed out is the true intent," he told 
the newspaper. "Bottom line is we want to ensure 
every child feels safe on our campus." 

 Ashley Smithwick is completing her coursework 
online through Central Carolina Community College. 
She said she worries the case will affect her college 
prospects. The New GUN WEEK, January 15, 2011 
 

Nashville store loses FFL, will stay open 
 A lawyer for a Nashville, TN, gun store said his 

client intends to keep the business open, despite no 
longer being allowed to sell guns, The Nashville 
Tennessean reported. 

 Gun City lost its license to sell firearms at the end 
of November, reported The Tennessean. 

 Attorney Richard Gardiner of Fairfax, VA, who 
represented owner Cindy Arp as she pursued an appeal 
in federal court, said the store can still sell ammunition 
and accessories and can continue to operate a shooting 
range. 

 The revocation of the store's license followed 
regulatory problems that date to 1999. A federal judge 
called the store's efforts to improve over the decade 
"woefully and recklessly inadequate." The New GUN 

WEEK, January 15, 2011 
 

GOP seeks to expand NH deadly force law 
 Four years ago, New Hampshire Gov. John Lynch 

blocked efforts by gun rights advocates to expand a 
person's right to use deadly force in self-defense 
without first attempting to retreat. 

 When the legislation comes back next year, Lynch 
may not be able to stop its passage, according to 
Associated Press and the state's Globe Newspaper 
Company. 

 In his veto message blocking the 2006 gun bill, 
Lynch, a Democrat, said he wanted to avoid a law that 

"would authorize any shopper to instantly shoot and 
kill a thief who had grabbed or tugged at the shopper's 
purse or briefcase, regardless of how many shoppers 
might be placed in harm's way by such actions." 

 His opposition led to a compromise in 2010 that 
softened the prohibition against drawing a gun on 
someone. The new law took effect Jan. 1 and allows 
citizens to show a weapon to warn away a potential 
attacker. 

 That law may not stand long, however, before 
being replaced by the Republican-led House and 
Senate. 

 Bills have been filed built on the Castle Doctrine, 
which says a person has no duty to retreat from 
intruders before using deadly force. The legislation 
also would expand citizens' rights to use deadly force 
in public or anywhere they have a right to be—known 
as the Stand Your Ground principle. 

 New Hampshire law allows the use of deadly force 
inside the home in defense against certain crimes, such 
as rape. Deadly force also can be used in public places 
to defend someone else or to stop a serious crime such 
as rape. The New GUN WEEK, January 15, 2011 

 

SC lawmakers again to consider 'Firearms 

Freedom' legislation 
 South Carolina lawmakers will once again consider 

passage of a measure giving the state authority over 
firearms manufactured in the state, sold in the state and 
kept there. 

 It is the second time that such a bill has been filed. 
The last time, in 2009, the bill died in committee. 

 This time around, the legislation is sponsored by 
state Sen. Lee Bright, a Spartanburg County 
Republican. He was one of seven senators sponsoring 
the 2009 legislation, which closely follows a measure 
first adopted in Montana that is now at the center of a 
federal lawsuit. Several other states have also enacted 
what are termed Firearms Freedom Acts. 

 The South Carolina Firearms Freedom Act would 
not affect firearms manufactured in the state but 
shipped elsewhere, according to WHNS in Greenville. 

 Bright told a reporter that this legislation and 
similar bills in other states amount to a statement 
against federal government intrusion in what should be 
a state issue. 

 "I feel like the states are the last line of defense 
when it comes to this federal intrusion," he said. 

 The bill says that firearms, accessories or 
ammunition manufactured and retained in the state 
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would be exempt from regulation under the Commerce 
Clause of the constitution. The New GUN WEEK, January 

15, 2011 
 

Aaron Zelman, JFPO founder, giant among 

activists, passes 
Gun rights activists across the map are mourning 

the death of Aaron Zelman, founder and driving force 
behind one of the country's most ardent—and 
occasionally controversial—gun rights organizations, 
Jews For the Preservation of Firearms Ownership 
(JFPO). 

Zelman passed away Dec. 21 and funeral services 
were held on Christmas Eve. 

The 64-year-old Zelman founded the organization 
in 1989 in an effort to educate the Jewish community 
about "the historical evils that Jews have suffered 
when they have been disarmed," according to the 
JFPO website. Over the years, Zelman had been 
outspoken and critical of American Jews who 
supported widespread gun control efforts. 

JFPO was responsible for publishing a series of 
essays and books about the importance of gun 
ownership. 

As news of Zelman's death spread throughout the 
firearms community, he was remembered as a giant in 
the gun rights movement. 

Claire Wolfe, writing online for Backwoods Home 
Magazine in the Living Freedom column, noted, "he 
had one of the most creative minds I've ever 
encountered and he was unfailingly a gentleman and a 
gentle-spoken man. He created a unique niche in the 
gun-rights movement." 

Zelman was the originator of a comic book 
approach to teaching young Americans of all religions 
and ethnicities about the moral importance of the 
Second Amendment to the US Constitution. Under his 
direction, JPFO created a number of videos related to 
the controversial administration of gun laws under the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms. 

National Gun Rights Examiner David Codrea, 
writing in his daily online column, added, "I had the 
great privilege of working with Aaron over the past 
several years, including corresponding and speaking on 
the telephone, and was pleased to do what I could to 
help promote the great and innovative work of Jews 
for the Preservation of Firearms Ownership. We have 
lost a giant." 

Zelman is survived by his wife, Nancy, sons Erik 
and Jeremy, and several other relatives. The family 

suggested memorials to JFPO, PO Box 270143, 
Hartford, WI 53027. The New GUN WEEK, January 
15, 2011 
 

Terror threat loosens India's gun licensing 
 The threat from terrorists has made the 

government of India do a rethink on gun ownership 
rules, according to media in that nation. 

 Civilians facing a "grave threat" to their lives can 
now apply for a license to own "prohibited bore 
weapons"—hitherto usually granted to defense 
personnel and as family heirlooms, according to the 
Times of India. 

 In a circular recently submitted in the Bombay high 
court, the Union ministry of home affairs said 
applications for grant of prohibited bore weapons 
would be considered for specific categories of 
weapons. 

 Those who can be granted the license include 
people who live in areas where terrorists are active and 
face a "grave and imminent threat to their lives: 
government officials who, due to the nature of their 
job, have made themselves targets in the eyes of 
terrorists; MPs/MLAs; private citizens and family 
members of people who have been associated with 
anti-terrorist programs. 

 The circular states that such individuals can apply 
for prohibited bore weapon licenses to the MHA, 
along with police verification and recommendations of 
the district magistrate concerned and the state 
government. 

 Under the arms rules, prohibited bore weapons 
include 9mm pistols and handguns of .38, .455 caliber, 
as well as .303 rifles. All semi-automatic and fully-
automatic guns also fall in this category. 

 Non-prohibited bore weapons, which civilians can 
apply for include handguns of .35, .32, .22 and .380 
caliber. The Union government had tightened 
guidelines for issue of such weapons as well. ballot, 
she said. The New GUN WEEK, January 15, 2011 
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SAF, ANJRPC ASK FOR SUMMARY   JUDGMENT IN 

NEW JERSEY LAWSUIT 
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BELLEVUE, WA - The Second Amendment Foundation and 

the Association of New Jersey Rifle and Pistol Clubs have filed a 

motion for summary judgment in their federal lawsuit that 

challenges New Jersey handgun carry laws. 

  

SAF and ANJRPC filed the lawsuit last month in federal district 

court in New Jersey. If this motion is granted, there could be 

action on the case early in 2011. 

  

"We're challenging New Jersey's unconscionable law that forces 

citizens to demonstrate some absurd justifiable need' in order to 

exercise a constitutional right to keep and bear arms," said SAF 

Executive Vice President Alan Gottlieb. "The way Garden State 

officials consistently abuse their authority to deny handgun 

licenses under existing statute is simply unconstitutional, and 

our case will prove that." 

  

"Our papers represent a superb piece of legal work and establish 

a rock solid foundation for restoring sanity to the way New 

Jersey treats the fundamental right of self defense," added 

ANJRPC President Scott Bach. "The 

right to defend yourself with a firearm outside the home has 

long been denied in the Garden State, and we intend to change 

that." 

  

The legal brief filed as part of Monday's summary judgment 

motion details the legal reasons for overturning New Jersey's 

carry laws. 

  

"Our partners in New Jersey anticipate opposition from the state 

Attorney General," Gottlieb said. "We expect a motion for 

dismissal to be filed by the Attorney General sometime next 

month." 

  

Since its historic Second Amendment victory in McDonald v. 

City of Chicago, SAF is also pursuing challenges to similar gun 

permit law abuses in New York, California, Maryland and 

Washington, D.C., and has also filed a 

federal lawsuit challenging North Carolina's Emergency Powers 

statute, along with several other important Second Amendment 

cases. 

============================= 

Tuesday, December 21, 2010 2:04 PM 

December's news from SAF and the Personal Defense Network! 

  

SAF Sues NJ Officials for 'Deprivation of Civil Rights' On 

Permit Denials   

SAF is joined in the lawsuit by the Association of New Jersey 

Rifle & Pistol Clubs, Inc. and six private citizens whose 

applications for permits to carry have been denied generally on 

the grounds that they have not shown a 

"justifiable need." Read more  <http://saf.org/viewpr-

new.asp?id=346> >>SEE BELOW: 

  

SAF SUES N.J. OFFICIALS FOR 'DEPRIVATION OF 

CIVIL RIGHTS' ON PERMIT DENIALS 

For Immediate Release:   11/22/2010 

BELLEVUE, WA – The Second Amendment Foundation today 

filed suit in U.S. District Court for the District of New Jersey 

against several New Jersey officials for deprivation of civil 

rights under color of law. 

SAF is joined in the lawsuit by the Association of New Jersey 

Rifle & Pistol Clubs, Inc. and six private citizens whose 

applications for permits to carry have been denied generally on 

the grounds that they have not shown a “justifiable need.” One 

of the plaintiffs is a kidnap victim, another is a part-time 

sheriff’s deputy, a third carries large amounts of cash in his 

private business and another is a civilian employee of the FBI in 

New Jersey who is fearful of attack from a radical Islamic 

fundamentalist group. Plaintiffs are represented by attorneys 

David D. Jensen and Robert P. Firriolo with the firm of Duane 

Morris, LLP in Newark. 

Named as defendants in the case are three Superior Court 

judges, Philip J. Maenza, Morris County; Rudolph A. Filko, 

Passaic County and Edward A. Jerejian of Bergen County, plus 

Col. Rick Fuentes, superintendent of the State Police, 

Hammonton Police Chief Frank Ingemi and New Jersey 

Attorney General Paula T. Dow. 

“Law-abiding New Jersey citizens have been arbitrarily deprived 

of their ability to defend themselves and their families for years 

under the state’s horribly-crafted laws,” said SAF Executive 

Vice President Alan M. Gottlieb. “The law grants uncontrolled 

discretion to police chiefs and other public officials to deny 

license applications even in cases where the applicant has shown 

a clear and present danger exists.  

“If being a kidnap victim, or part-time law enforcement officer, 

or the potential target of a known radical group does not clearly 

demonstrate a justifiable need,” he continued, “the defendants 

need to explain what would. Do citizens need guns to their 

heads or knives to their throats before the state considers their 

need to be justified? 

“Supreme Court rulings have made it clear that the Second 

Amendment prohibits states from completely banning the 

carrying of handguns for self-defense,” Gottlieb said. “Nor may 

states deny citizens the right to carry handguns in non-sensitive 

places or deprive them of the right to carry in an arbitrary and 

capricious manner. That’s what is happening today in New 

Jersey, and we intend to stop it.” 

The Second Amendment Foundation (www.saf.org) is the 

nation's oldest and largest tax-exempt education, research, 

publishing and legal action group focusing on the Constitutional 

right and heritage to privately own and possess firearms. 

Founded in 1974, The Foundation has grown to more than 

650,000 members and supporters and conducts many programs 

designed to better inform the public about the consequences of 

gun control. SAF has previously funded successful firearms-

related suits against the cities of Los Angeles; New Haven, CT; 

and San Francisco on behalf of American gun owners, a lawsuit 

against the cities suing gun makers and an amicus brief and 

fund for the Emerson case holding the Second Amendment as 

an individual right. 

-END-  

 

Join Us 

 Sign up for the Personal Defense Network's free newsletter. 

<http://www.personaldefensenetwork.com/system/members/regi

ster/?utm_source=s 
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af&utm_medium=email&utm_term=register&utm_content=sign

-up&utm_campaign=SAFDe 

c2010>    

   

GunVault 

 IT COULD HAPPEN TO YOU 

 Man Arrested for Packing Gun 

 A customer expecting to see great shopping deals waved down 

authorities after she saw something else: a man packing a gun 

while waiting in line at a Black Friday sale. Read more 

<http://www.palmbeachpost.com/news/crime/man-arrested-for-

packing-gun-at-boy 

nton-beach-1074340.html> >> 

  

NEWS FROM THE PERSONAL DEFENSE NETWORK 

10 Commandments of Street Survival: Part 1 

When you begin to approach training as a professional, you need 

to have some guidelines. Tony Blauer shows you how to learn 

and develop skills for street survival.  Read more 

<http://www.personaldefensenetwork.com/articles/tactics-

defensive-issues/10-commandments-of-street-urvival-part-

1/?utm_source=saf&utm_medium=email&utm_term=read-

more&utm_content=10-command-st-survival-pt-

1&utm_campaign=SAFDec2010> >> 

   

VIDEOS FROM THE PERSONAL DEFENSE NETWORK 

Anticipation of the Need to Shoot 

Rob Pincus explains how to effectively anticipate the need to 

shoot in any threatening situation. Watch the video 

<http://video.personaldefensenetwork.com/video/Anticipation-

of-the-Need-to-

Sho?utm_source=saf&utm_medium=email&utm_term=watch-

video&utm_content=anticipa 

tion-need-to-shoot&utm_campaign=SAFDec2010> >> 

 

<http://video.personaldefensenetwork.com/video/Quick-Release-

Gun-Safe?utm_so 

urce=cc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=quick-release-gun-

safe&utm_campaign=SAF> 

============================ 

GOTTLIEB TO SPEAK AT 'FREE BRIAN AITKEN' 

RALLY DEC. 12 IN NEW JERSEY 

  

BELLEVUE, WA - Alan Gottlieb, founder and executive vice 

president of the Second Amendment Foundation will travel to 

New Jersey Dec. 12 to join speakers at a rally in Toms River in 

support of Brian Aitken. 

  

The New Jersey man has been imprisoned for essentially having 

two legally-owned handguns in his car, parked at his parents' 

home, along with other belongings he was moving to a new 

residence in another city. 

  

Gottlieb will join Scott Bach, president of the Association of 

New Jersey Association Rifle & Pistol Clubs (ANJRPC) at the 

microphone, along with radio personality Dennis Malloy, 

attorney and author Evan Nappen, and members of the New 

Jersey Legislature, Assemblyman Michael Patrick Carroll and 

Assemblywoman Allison Little McHose. Also scheduled to 

speak are firearms training expert Anthony Colandro and Gene 

Hoyas of ConservativeNewJersey.com. 

  

"Brian Aitken's case is a clear demonstration of how easily New 

Jersey's restrictive gun laws can be abused," Gottlieb stated. 

"SAF and ANJRPC recently filed a federal lawsuit aimed at how 

the state's Draconian gun law 

is administered. How could I not be there on Dec. 12 to support 

a man whose case amounts to a civil rights outrage?" 

  

The rally is sponsored by the New Jersey Second Amendment 

Society, which is raising public awareness about Aitken's plight. 

Their goal is to petition Gov. Chris Christie to grant clemency 

and release Aitken from prison before Christmas. 

  

The rally begins at 2 p.m. at the American Legion Post 129 at 

2025 Church Road in Tom's River. 

 
***The Second Amendment Foundation (www.saf.org) is the nation's 

oldest and largest tax-exempt education, research, publishing and 

legal action group focusing on the Constitutional right and heritage to 

privately own and possess firearms. Founded in 1974, The Foundation 

has grown to more than 650,000 members and supporters and 

conducts many programs designed to better inform the public about the 

consequences of gun control. SAF has previously funded successful 

firearms-related suits against the cities of Los Angeles; New Haven, 

CT; and San Francisco on behalf of American gun owners, a lawsuit 

against the cities suing gun makers and an amicus brief and fund for 

the Emerson case holding the Second Amendment as an individual 

right. 

 
SAF --NEWS RELEASES (above): 
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** 

CCRKBA --NEWS RELEASES 

November 19, 2010 

CITIZENS COMMITTEE OPPOSES 

TRAVER NOMINATION TO HEAD 

BATFE 
   

BELLEVUE, WA  The Citizens Committee for the Right to 

Keep and Bear Arms today is announcing its opposition to the 

nomination, by President Obama, of Andrew Traver as director 

of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 

Traver is currently special agent in charge of Chicago’s 

ATFE field division, where he has a history of working with gun 

prohibitionists. He served as an advisor to the International 

Association for Chiefs of Police on that group’s 2007 Gun 

Violence Reduction Project, in cooperation with the anti-gun-

rights Joyce Foundation. This project involved several high 

profile anti-gun-rights advocates, but there was not a single 

representative from the firearms community on the advisory 

panel. 

The nomination of Andrew Traver is more proof that Barack 

Obama has complete disregard for the Second Amendment and 

the rights of firearms owners, said CCRKBA Chairman Alan 

Gottlieb. We have serious concerns that the agency, under his 
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leadership, will maintain any semblance of cooperation with the 

firearms industry, over which BATFE exercises considerable 

control. 

Traver helped develop the IACP/Joyce Foundation report, 

which recommended banning an array of modern sport-utility 

rifles and .50-caliber rifles used in long-range competition. The 

report also encouraged Congress to repeal the Tiahrt 

Amendment that protects sensitive trace data used by law 

enforcement in criminal investigations from being misued in 

frivolous municipal lawsuits that have consistently lost in court, 

and urged the adoption of restrictive gun show regulations that 

would effectively force them to close. 

Mr. Traver appears to be joined at the hip to various gun 

control and gun ban efforts, Gottlieb observed. The Citizens 

Committee, its members and supporters across the country 

oppose this nomination because Travers history clear shows that 

he is not the right man for such an important job. 

 

 **With more than 650,000 members and supporters 

nationwide, the Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep 

and Bear Arms is one of the nation’s premier gun rights 

organizations. As a non-profit organization, the Citizens 

Committee is dedicated to preserving firearms freedoms 

through active lobbying of elected officials and facilitating 

grass-roots organization of gun rights activists in local 

communities throughout the United States. The Citizens 

Committee can be reached by phone at (425) 454-4911, on 

the Internet at www.ccrkba.org or by email to 

InformationRequest@ccrkba.org. 

 http://www.ccrkba.org/ 
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Gun Owners of America  NEWS RELEASES: 

Gun Owners of America E-Mail Alerts 

8001 Forbes Place, Suite 102, Springfield, VA 22151 

Phone: 703-321-8585 / FAX: 703-321-8408 

http://www.gunowners.org/ordergoamem.htm 

 

Anti-gun Advocates In Senate Seek Rules Changes 

-- Action would clear the way for semi-auto bans, guns show 

bans, gun licensing, and ammunition bans 

Monday, January 3, 2011 

 

Make no mistake about it:  Procedure is power.  

 

The reason we are not stuck with bans on semi-autos, gun shows 

and ammunition is because the U.S. Senate is structured so that 

whatever party is in the minority still retains procedural power 

to protect the rights of the citizenry against the "tyranny of the 

majority."  

 

But on January 5, 2011, at the beginning of the new Congress, 

Senate Democrats are hatching a plan to decimate long-standing 

Senate rules in order to remove those protections.  

 

The linchpin of the plan would be a ruling by Senate President 

Joe Biden that the Senate is not a "continuing body" and 

therefore has NO rules -- other than whatever 53 Democrats and 

Independents might unilaterally adopt. 

 

At the core of their efforts will be an attempt to abolish the "hold 

letter" -- at least as it currently exists.  Pro-gun senators have 

used "hold letters" in the past to kill proposed gun show bans, 

semi-auto bans, ammunition bans, gun licensing requirements, 

registration lists -- any number of anti-freedom initiatives.  

 

Basically, a hold letter allows a single Senator to slow down 

movement on unconstitutional legislation, so that it can't be 

rammed through before the American people can voice their 

concerns. 

 

Gun banners may also try to reduce the number of senators 

required to shut off filibusters of anti-gun measures.  And they 

will do this in the expectation that the Second Amendment 

community has been preoccupied during the holidays and, thus, 

won't mobilize in time to stop the plan. 

 

Again, procedure is power.  The rules that currently exist in the 

Senate have been designed to slow down unconstitutional 

legislation -- and this is in keeping with our concept of checks 

and balances.  Thus, not all rules changes are automatically bad, 

since anything that slows down the galloping herd of gun 

control is a good thing and should be supported.  

 

To this end, Senator Jim DeMint may offer an amendment to the 

rules that would prohibit anti-gun legislation from being passed 

in the Senate, unless two-thirds of all senators vote to consider 

it.  Now that's the kind of rules change that we can support! 

 

ACTION: Contact your two senators, and tell them the 

following: 

 

First, resist efforts by the anti-gun Left to abolish or amend the 

Senate rules on January 5 in order to make it more difficult to 

filibuster anti-gun measures. 

 

Second, oppose any attempt to abolish "hold letters," which have 

been used by pro-gun senators to kill a number of anti-freedom 

initiatives. 

 

Third, support the amendment to the Senate rules by Senator 

Jim DeMint that would prohibit anti-gun legislation from being 

passed in the Senate, unless two-thirds of all senators vote to 

consider it. 

 

There are two different pre-written letters for this alert -- one for 

Republicans and one for Democrats. 

 

If you go to GOA's Legislative Action Center to contact your 

Senators, the correct pre-written letter will AUTOMATICALLY 

be chosen.  If you choose to contact your Senators without going 

through the GOA website, then please make sure you choose the 

correct letter below for the correct Senator.  
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----- Pre-written letter to Republican Senators ----- 

 

Dear Senator: 

 

The reason we are not stuck with bans on semi-autos, gun shows 

and ammunition is because the U.S. Senate is structured so that 

whatever party is in the minority still retains procedural power 

to protect the rights of the citizenry against the "tyranny of the 

majority."  

 

But on January 5, 2011, at the beginning of the new Congress, 

the Senate Democratic leadership is hatching a plan to decimate 

the Senate rules.  

 

The linchpin of the plan would be a ruling by Senate President 

Joe Biden that the Senate is not a "continuing body" and 

therefore has NO rules -- other than whatever 53 Democrats and 

Independents might unilaterally adopt. 

 

At the core of these efforts will be an attempt to abolish the 

"hold letter" -- at least as it currently exists.  Pro-gun senators 

have used hold letters in the past to kill proposed gun show 

bans, semi-auto bans, ammunition bans, gun licensing 

requirements, registration lists -- any number of anti-freedom 

initiatives.  

 

Gun banners may also try to reduce the number of senators 

required to shut off filibusters of anti-gun measures.  And they 

will do this in the expectation that the Second Amendment 

community has been preoccupied during the holidays and, thus, 

won't mobilize in time to stop the plan. 

 

I would ask you for the following: 

 

First, resist efforts by the anti-gun Left to abolish or amend the 

Senate rules on January 5 in order to make it more difficult to 

filibuster anti-gun measures. 

 

Second, oppose any attempt to abolish "hold letters," which have 

been used by pro-gun senators to kill a number of anti-freedom 

initiatives. 

 

Third, support the amendment to the Senate rules by Senator 

Jim DeMint that would prohibit anti-gun legislation from being 

passed in the Senate, unless two-thirds of all senators vote to 

consider it. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

----- Pre-written letter to Democrat Senators ----- 

 

Dear Senator: 

 

On January 5, 2011, at the beginning of the new Congress, there 

are some in the Senate leadership who are hatching a plan to 

decimate the Senate rules.  

 

The linchpin of the plan would be a ruling by Senate President 

Joe Biden that the Senate is not a "continuing body" and 

therefore has NO rules -- other than whatever 53 Democrats and 

Independents might unilaterally adopt. 

 

At the core of these efforts will be an attempt to abolish the 

"hold letter" -- at least as it currently exists.  And, they may also 

try to reduce the number of senators required to shut off 

filibusters. 

 

Ironically, these are the same senators who were, a half-decade 

ago, screaming at the prospects of Republicans and Vice 

President Dick Cheney changing the rules in order to expedite 

judicial nominations.  

 

Also ironic is the fact that the same Democrats who are so 

enthusiastic about squashing the rights of the minority might 

well be in the minority in the Senate after the next election.  

 

I would ask you to resist efforts to abolish or amend any Senate 

rules that would make it more difficult to filibuster or place 

holds on legislation.  These valuable tools have a history of 

protecting the rights of all Americans. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

=============================== 

12/20/2010 1:25:10 PM 

Feds Seek to Implement Unconstitutional Power Grab 

  

The Obama administration just can’t stop blaming the Second 

Amendment for violence perpetrated by Mexican drug cartels. 

  

In the latest brazen attempt to circumvent the Constitution, 

Obama and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 

Explosives (BATFE) are seeking to implement rules that will 

subject American gun dealers to even more onerous paperwork 

requirements.  

  

A new proposed rule will, for the first time, establish the 

precedent that licensed firearms dealers will be required (by 

administrative fiat) to report to the government the sale of two 

or more semi-automatic rifles that are .22 caliber or greater, can 

accept a detachable magazine, and are purchased by the same 

person within five business days. 

  

In a move that bypasses the elected representatives of the people 

(the Congress), the new rules could be instituted by regulatory 

fiat as quickly as January 5, 2011. 

  

This idea was concocted more than a year ago by New City 

Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s group Mayors Against Illegal 

Guns, a group that only seems to focus on punishing legal gun 

owners. 

  

Even worse, the final decision on implementing this plan will be 

up to the White House Office of Information and Regulatory 

Affairs (OIRA), headed by Cass Sunstein.  In 2009, GOA 
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opposed the confirmation of Sunstein, who would like to ban 

hunting and allow animals to have legal representation in court. 

  

This mandate will not only violate federal statutory law 

prohibiting a federal gun registry, it will also give the BATFE 

another excuse to harass American gun dealers, while doing 

nothing to address the problem of border violence.  

Drug cartels are financed to the tune of the billions of dollars.  

They finance disposable submarines, tunnels between the two 

countries, and large shipments of weapons from rogue nations.  

Cartels have bribed Mexican officials at the highest levels to the 

tune of millions of dollars, and have taken effective control of 

entire cities in Mexico.  To suggest that adding yet another layer 

of paperwork requirements to U.S. gun dealers will help to stem 

the violence is ludicrous.  This is simply another attempt to 

ratchet down on the right to keep and bear arms. 

  

The Second Amendment is not the cause of border, drug-related 

violence.  And as violence increasingly occurs on our side of the 

border, Second Amendment rights become even more important 

for self-protection. 

  

Gun Owners of America is submitting comments opposing these 

new rules and is urging members of Congress to slam the brakes 

on this proposal. 

  

ACTION:  Please urge your Representative and Senators to 

oppose this abuse of federal power.  Click here to send a  pre-

written letter that includes two specific steps that members of 

Congress can take immediately, and it also urges them to 

prepare, if necessary, to push legislation to overturn this 

unlawful act. 

  

It is especially important for licensed gun dealers to take these 

actions, so please pass this alert on to your local gun store. 

  

Click here to take action now! 

 

===================================== 

You Did It! Congress To Read The Constitution 

Victory In The House - Congress to read the 

Constitution! 

Thursday, December 23, 2010 

 

You did it! 

 

Gun Owners of America asked you to get behind our effort to 

push Congress to read the Constitution on the floor of the House 

and Senate. 

 

House Speaker Designate John Boehner announced that the 

clerk of the House of Representatives will read the Constitution 

aloud at the start of the new Congress. 

 

"This is a great victory for all Americans who care about limited 

government, individual liberty and the Constitution," said John 

Velleco, GOA's Director of Federal Affairs. "Maybe Congress is 

finally getting the message that the oath they take to support and 

defend our most important founding document is still relevant in 

the 21st century. Reading it is a good first step, but now we must 

get Congress to abide by the real contract with America."  

 

At about 4,400 words, it is one of the shortest written 

Constitutions in the world and will only take about an hour to 

read. In contrast, the ObamaCare bill weighs in at around 

180,000 words and was never read at all by those voting for its 

passage.  

 

The overwhelming reponse to GOA's petition, found at 

www.readtheusconstitution.org, shows that Americans want 

Congress to follow the Constitution. 

 

"We will enjoy watching Nancy Pelosi's face when the clerk 

reads the Constitution, since it may be the first time she's ever 

heard it read. And hopefully the clerk will read it nice and 

slowly to let the words sink in," said Velleco. 

 

There is no word yet from Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid if 

the Senate will follow the House's lead, so GOA is still urging 

people to visit the website and sign the petition. 

 

The current oath that all members of Congress take reads:  

 

"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend 

the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign 

and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the 

same; that I take this obligation freely, without any mental 

reservation or purpose of evasion; and that I will well and 

faithfully discharge the duties of the office on which I am about 

to enter: So help me God." 

 

Please help keep the pressure on Congress to read -- and abide 

by -- the Constitution. If you've already signed the petition, 

thank you, and please urge all of your pro-gun family and 

friends to visit www.readtheusconstitution.org. 

=============================== 

 

 

Show that Gun Owners support of Ken Cuccinelli by signing 

his petition to Stop the Mandate! 

Dear Friend of Liberty, 

 Date: 12/17/2010 1:29:06 PM 

By now, you’ve heard about the victory of Gun Owners of 

America's good friend, Virginia Attorney General Ken 

Cuccinelli. 

  

It was the 21st Century version of the “shot heard ‘round the 

world.” 

Fifteen minutes after the anti-gun ObamaCare was signed into 

law in March, Ken filed suit on behalf of Virginia. Earlier this 

week in Virginia, a federal judge ruled that the healthcare bill’s 

provision forcing citizens to purchase health insurance is 

unconstitutional.  

  

Of course, that doesn’t mean we’ve won the war in repealing 

ObamaCare and reining in the federal government. 

Like those shots in Lexington and Concord that kicked off the 

American Revolution, the opening skirmishes over ObamaCare 
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have just begun. We’re in for a long fight against those who 

want to suppress freedom and liberty today. 

The federal government will inevitably appeal the Virginia 

decision – and the case will ultimately be decided by the 

Supreme Court. 

  

Ken Cuccinelli is a true fighter in the cause of liberty, and when 

he served in the state senate he led the charge in defense of the 

Second Amendment. And now he’s reminding the federal 

government that it was created by the people and the states, not 

the other way around. 

  

I hope you will take the time to lend your name in support of 

Ken’s effort. 

As we continue fighting for liberty, our opponents in the liberal 

media are determined to marginalize Cuccinelli and halt his 

success. They have already begun to attack him – and we can’t 

let their misrepresentations go unchallenged. 

  

We need to continue to show that Virginia’s case has the 

support of the people. GOA stands with Attorney General 

Cuccinelli as he takes this case to the Supreme Court. 

  

Virginia has a winning case to protect individuals from an 

unconstitutional mandate. And an ultimate victory over 

ObamaCare will keep federal bureaucrats from using a medical 

records database to disarm law-abiding gun owners. 

  

Please show your support of Ken Cuccinelli by signing his 

petition to Stop the Mandate! Visit 

http://www.cuccinelli.com/index.php/stop-the-mandate to sign 

the petition today. 

  

Thank you for your help and support. 

Sincerely, 

Tim Macy 

Vice Chairman 

Gun Owners of America 

www.gunowners.org 

 

==================================== 

Federal Judge Rules Against Anti-gun ObamaCare 

Virginia AG Wins Court Challenge To ObamaCare 

Ken Cuccinelli also Supports GOA's "Read the Constitution" 

Petition 

December 13, 2010 

 

Virginia Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli won a major victory 

today when a federal judge in Richmond ruled ObamaCare's 

individual mandate unconstitutional. 

 

Of course, this battle over the anti-gun national heath care law -- 

which could allow the government to disarm many gun owners 

based on medical records -- is not over.  Twenty other states, led 

by Florida, also have legal challenges to ObamaCare, and this 

issue is guaranteed to go to the U.S. Supreme Court. 

 

Certainly, the decision in Richmond is good news for the 

Constitution and good news for all Americans.  

 

Attorney General Cuccinelli also recently backed GOA's effort 

to get the Congress to read the U.S. Constitution at the start of 

the new session in January.  We could hope that had the 111th 

Congress read the Constitution, there would have been no 

ObamaCare.   

 

If you have not already signed the petition, please do so at 

http://readtheusconstitution.org (and encourage others to so as 

well).  Below is the text of a letter that Ken Cuccinelli released 

last week: 

----------------------- 

 

Dear Friend of Liberty, 

 

My friends at Gun Owners of America (GOA) have a great idea 

to begin the 112th Congress: Read the Constitution! 

 

Not just read it privately, but have it read out loud on the floor of 

the U.S. House and Senate. 

 

In January, all Members of Congress will swear an oath to 

uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States.  Yet 

every day in Washington, that document is ignored by those 

same people. 

 

Ours was intended to be a government of limited, enumerated 

powers.  But by disregarding the law of this land, Congress is 

reaching into the every aspect of American life.  This must stop, 

and the first step is to remind the politicians about that 

document that they swore to defend. 

 

It is time to restore constitutional fidelity, and to put the federal 

government back under the restraints laid out for it by the 

Founding Fathers. 

 

I hope you will join with GOA and hundreds of thousands of 

like-minded Americans and sign the petition urging the 

Congress to read the Constitution in January, before it takes up 

even one piece of legislation. 

 

You can read and sign the petition at 

www.readtheusconstitution.org.  

 

Sincerely, 

Ken Cuccinelli, II 

Attorney General of Virginia 

 

===================================== 

Tuesday, December 7, 2010 

Has the Republican Leadership Given Up on Repealing Anti-

gun ObamaCare? 

 

Remember ObamaCare? 

 

GOA had managed to win some minor victories in the fight over 

this legislation last year.  At that time, the very-liberal Slate 

magazine lamented that GOA had won a skirmish over 

ObamaCare:  
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Score one for the Gun Owners of America, a lobby group 

positioned well to the right of the National Rifle Association…. 

To pacify GOA, Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid has inserted 

into the health care bill a section titled "Protecting 2nd 

Amendment Gun Rights" which prevents the disclosure or 

collection of any information relating to gun ownership.  (Slate, 

December 20, 2009.) 

But even after being "cleaned up" for some of its anti-gun 

problems, the ATF can still use ObamaCare to troll a federal 

database for your medical information.  It can identify people 

with common ailments such as Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 

(PTSD) -- and take away their guns by sending their names to 

the FBI as "prohibited persons." 

 

For these and other reasons, GOA is still committed to repealing 

the anti-gun ObamaCare law. 

 

So GOA was not particularly thrilled when Republican leaders 

went on the Sunday talk shows right before the election to 

explain why they could not repeal ObamaCare because of the 

threat of a presidential veto.   

 

In fact, some have speculated that these cowardly 

pronouncements could have cost Republicans control of the 

Senate. 

 

But, never mind, say the Republicans.  If they can't repeal it, 

they can just "defund" ObamaCare. 

 

So it came as a bit of a shock to us that Senate Republican Whip 

Jon Kyl appeared on the Greta Van Susteren program December 

2 to announce that he would prefer to pass a stripped-down 

funding bill (a so-called Continuing Resolution) to fund the 

government until October 1, 2011. 

 

In other words, money would flow for the next ten months -- 

without ANY EFFORT WHATSOEVER TO DEFUND 

OBAMACARE.  This would take the pressure off Congress to 

act on ObamaCare for almost a year. 

 

Do you want proof that Congress doesn't like to act unless they 

have a "gun" put to their collective heads?  Consider a hot topic 

that's been in the news lately:  tax cuts.  Congress has had 

almost 10 years to deal with this issue, but they're only dealing 

with it now -- as the time limit on the Bush tax cuts are about to 

expire on December 31. 

 

We don't want this to happen in our efforts to repeal the anti-

gun health care law.  Putting off this issue would undermine the 

efforts of incoming congressmen who campaigned on getting rid 

of ObamaCare!  The will of the American people was made 

clear in the November elections.  If Congress extends the 

funding of the government beyond the first few weeks of 2011, it 

will pull the rug out from under the newly elected members and 

be a slap in the face to millions of voters.  

 

Moreover, if Congress puts off dealing with ObamaCare until 

next fall, momentum for repeal will wane and the President will 

have won a significant public relations battle.  This may all 

sound a little like "inside baseball," but if Congress passes 

another Continuing Resolution next October 1 -- as they 

probably will -- then it's very possible that there will be no 

impetus to deal with repealing or defunding ObamaCare until 

after the 2012 elections. 

 

This would allow Obama to run for reelection without the stain 

of public repudiation for his socialist policies. 

 

The time to act is sooner, rather than later.  If Senate 

Republicans are serious about defunding ObamaCare, they need 

to fight to prevent a bill that funds the government beyond 

January or February.  If the funding measure is only for the 

short-term, then the new Congress can come to town and deal 

with nixing ObamaCare right away. 

 

ACTION:  Please urge your Senators to take action on repealing 

ObamaCare sooner, rather than later!  There are two different 

pre-written letters for this alert -- one for Republicans and one 

for Democrats. 

 

If you go to GOA's Legislative Action Center to contact your 

Senators, the correct pre-written letter will AUTOMATICALLY 

be chosen.  If you choose to contact your Senators without going 

through the GOA website, then please make sure you choose the 

correct letter below for the correct Senator.  

 

----- Pre-written letter to Republican Senators ----- 

 

Dear Senator: 
 

Without question, repealing the anti-gun and anti-freedom 

ObamaCare legislation should be one of Congress' top priorities 

next year. 

 

Polls continue to show that an overwhelming percentage of the 

American people want to see this law repealed. 

 

And this is why I was shocked to learn that Senate Republican 

Whip Jon Kyl appeared on the Greta Van Susteren program 

December 2 to announce that he would prefer to pass a stripped-

down Continuing Resolution to fund the government until 

October 1, 2011. 

 

Even worse, it would undermine the efforts of incoming 

congressmen who campaigned on getting rid of ObamaCare!  

The will of the American people was made clear in the 

November elections.  If Congress extends the funding of the 

government beyond the first few weeks of 2011, it will pull the 

rug out from under the newly elected members and be a slap in 

the face to millions of voters.  

 

Furthermore, if Congress puts off dealing with ObamaCare until 

next fall, momentum for repeal will wane and the President will 

have won a significant public relations battle.  And, if Congress 

passes another Continuing Resolution next October 1 -- as they 

probably will -- then it's very possible that there will be no 

impetus to deal with repealing or defunding ObamaCare until 

after the 2012 elections. 
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This would allow Obama to run for reelection without the stain 

of public repudiation for his socialist policies. 

 

The time to act is sooner, rather than later.  If Senate 

Republicans are serious about defunding ObamaCare, they need 

to fight to prevent a bill that funds the government beyond 

January or February.  If the funding measure is only for the 

short-term, then the new Congress can come to town and deal 

with nixing ObamaCare right away. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

----- Pre-written letter to Democrat and Independent Senators ---

-- 

 

Dear Senator: 

 

Without question, repealing the anti-gun and anti-freedom 

ObamaCare legislation should be one of Congress' top priorities 

next year. 

 

Polls continue to show that an overwhelming percentage of the 

American people want to see this law repealed. 

 

Please do everything in your power to defund or repeal this law. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Sign the Petition! 

Please remember to stop by http://readtheusconstitution.org to 

encourage Congress to read the U.S. Constitution, out loud, 

upon convening in January.  Way too often our elected officials 

act without even considering the source of their authority. 
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Budweiser to Sponsor SHOT Show Press 

Room 
TWO-YEAR AGREEMENT WITH NSSF . . . 

Budweiser and the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation have announced a new two-year 
agreement that will make Budweiser the official 

sponsor of the SHOT Show press room. The 
agreement provides Budweiser with space in the press 
room to demonstrate its support for hunting and 
shooting and its Conservationist of the Year Award. 
The press room serves as the communications hub for 
the SHOT Show, which attracts more than 1,700 
members of the media -- the largest gathering of 
outdoor press in the world. "Budweiser has long been 
a good friend to hunters and shooters across America 
and a champion of wildlife conservation. Budweiser 
belongs at the SHOT Show," said Chris Dolnack, 
NSSF's senior vice president and chief marketing 
officer. "We're thrilled that Budweiser will again be 

sponsoring the show's press room." Full Story 
News of Note 

• NSSF'S DOUG PAINTER TO RETIRE . . . 
Doug Painter, former president and CEO and 
NSSF's longest-serving employee, will retire on 
March 31. Currently senior advisor and trade 
liaison, Painter has enjoyed a distinguished 
career at NSSF covering 37 of the 
organization's 50 years. Appropriately, one of 
his most recent tasks was to author "The 
National Shooting Sports Foundation: A 
History 1961-2011," a publication marking 
NSSF's golden anniversary and a chronicle of 
the organization's achievements, many of which 
Painter witnessed first-hand. "It's been a great 
privilege," said Painter, "to play a role in 
helping to sustain and strengthen America's 
sporting traditions over the past four decades. 
Much has changed over the years, but the 
importance of investing in the future of our 
outdoor heritage has not. I look forward to 
continuing to remain active in such efforts." 
NSSF will recognize Painter for his many 
contributions to NSSF and industry at the State 
of the Industry Dinner at the SHOT Show in 

Las Vegas this month. Full Story 

• SMITH & WESSON NAMES NEW CFO . . 

. Smith & Wesson Holding Corp. 
(NASDAQ:SWHC) has announced that Jeffrey 
D. Buchanan has been named executive vice 
president, chief financial officer and treasurer. 
Buchanan, 55, has been a member of the 
company's board of directors and chairman of 
the audit committee since 2004. Buchanan has 
resigned from the board to serve as CFO. 

• GUNS & AMMO LAUNCHES MOBILE 

GAMING APP, PRESENTED BY NSSF . . 
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. Guns & Ammo has launched Point of Impact, 
a mobile gaming application developed for 
iPhone, iPod and the Web. Point of Impact is 
among one of the first games to utilize a 
sponsored-model platform. In addition to 
branding elements, the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation, the "presenting sponsor," 
blends its core mission of promoting, 
protecting and preserving hunting and the 
shooting sports throughout the game by 
providing informational and educational 
content. Additionally, all the gaming elements -
- firearms, ammunition, gear and ranges -- are 
modeled from real-life products and places. 

• GREAT RESPONSE TO NSSF FIRST 

SHOTS PROMOTION . . . NSSF's First 
Shots Keystone Sporting Arms Initiative is a 
hit among range operators. So far, 18 new 
locations will be offering the First Shots 
program in 2011, and each of them will be able 
to help youths learn firearm safety thanks to 
Keystone Sporting Arms' rifle donation. Any 
range hosting two or more First Shots seminars 
during 2011 can register for the promotion and 
become eligible to receive a set of five Crickett 
rifles to assist their efforts in promoting firearm 
safety and shooting at their facility. To date, 40 
ranges have qualified for the promotion, 
resulting in more than 100 First Shots seminars 
scheduled and 200 rifles to be distributed. 
Ranges: Learn more and register here. 

SHOT Show 

• COUNTDOWN: TWO WEEKS TO GO . . . 

Believe it or not, NSSF's 2011 SHOT Show is 
only two weeks away. The industry's annual 
main event returns to Las Vegas Jan. 18-21 at 
the Sands Expo & Convention Center. If you 
haven't already done so, get registered and sign 
up for all of the show's offerings at 
shotshow.org. Be sure to follow along on 
Facebook, Twitter and YouTube and 
www.shotshow.org for updates now and 
through the show. 

• BEST-SELLING AUTHOR AT THE 

SHOW . . . On Friday, Jan. 21, from 10 to 11 
a.m., SHOT Show attendees can meet best-
selling author Marsha Petrie Sue. She is a 
much-in-demand public speaker, traveling 
thousands of miles each year to address 
corporate meetings. She also serves as a board 

member on the NRA Women's Leadership and 
the Women's Outdoor Media Association 
(WOMA). Before her appearance at the 
WOMA booth, she will speak about her book, 
Decontaminate Toxic People Without Using 
Weapons or Duct Tape, in the press conference 
room from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. Her tips are 
offered to help improve your communications 
and deflect conflict at your gun club, range or 
outdoor industry business. 

Government Relations 

• OHIO SUPREME COURT RULES FOR 

INDUSTRY . . . In a court ruling Wednesday, 
the Ohio Supreme Court upheld the state's 
preemption law (which prohibits municipal gun 
ordinances) by ruling against the City of 
Cleveland, which had attempted to establish its 
own restrictive gun-control laws. NSSF filed a 
legal brief in support of the 2006 state statute 
that provides that only federal or state law may 
regulate firearms. NSSF joined the Ohio 
Attorney General in arguing that the statute 
clearly expressed the General Assembly's intent 
to provide uniform statewide firearms laws and 
prevent municipalities from creating a 
patchwork of different firearms-related 
ordinances across Ohio. 

• MICROSTAMPING LEGISLATION 

INTRODUCED IN NEW YORK STATE . . 

. Once again, politicians in Albany are more 
concerned about legislating law-abiding gun 
owners and impacting federally licensed 
firearms retailers than focusing on the budget 
problems facing the state. State Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D) has pre-filed legislation (SB 675) 
that would require all new semiautomatic 
pistols sold after Jan. 1, 2013, to be 
microstamp-ready. Microstamping is a 
patented, sole-sourced concept that 
independent studies have found to be flawed 
and easily defeated by criminals. NSSF will 
continue to monitor the situation in New York 
and will provide updates. 

• MORE ON ATF MULTIPLE SALES 

REPORTING . . . An editorial in The 
Washington Post last week discussed the 
recent decision by ATF to require federally 
licensed firearms retailers along the Southwest 
border to report multiple sales, or other 
dispositions, of most semi-automatic rifles. 
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Though the Post supports this ill-advised 
proposal, it did acknowledge the legitimacy 
surrounding one of industry's objections. Read 
more from the NSSF Blog. 

• ATF ISSUES RULINGS AFFECTING 

MANUFACTURERS . . . ATF has issued a 
ruling (ATF Rul. 2010-10) to end the need of 
interim processors (a/k/a "secondary 
manufacturers") to obtain a manufacturing 
license and/or marking variances. Under this 
new ruling, dealers (Type 1 FFLs) will be able 
to blue, heat treat, polish, etc., firearms in the 
process of being manufactured as long as they 
have a contract with the primary manufacturer, 
receive the firearms (receivers/frames) properly 
marked from the manufacturer and return them 
directly to the manufacturer. ATF has also 
issued Ruling 2010-8, which will allow 
manufacturers to consolidate their records. 
Previously, ATF required both a record of 
manufacturing and of disposition (27 CFR 
478.123). Complying with these redundant 
measures placed an unnecessary burden on 
manufacturers. Now, a single record can be 
maintained as long as the conditions set forth 
are met. The agency also recently issued 
another ruling, ATF Ruling 2010-9. These 
rulings are welcomed by industry and represent 
a clear outgrowth of NSSF's ongoing dialogue 
with ATF.  

Jobs 

• INDUSTRY CAREER CONNECTION . . . 
Visit www.nssf.org/jobs for current 
employment opportunities in the shooting, 
hunting and outdoor industry. Employers: Log 
in to post a job opening. 

 

 

  ============================== 

ATF to Require Multiple Sales Reports for 

Long Guns 
December 17, 2010 By Larry Keane View Comments 

http://www.nssfblog.com/atf-to-require-multiple-sales-

reports-for-long-guns/ 

 

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 

(ATF) is moving to require federally licensed firearms retailers 

to report multiple sales of modern sporting rifles beginning 

January 5, 2011. Specifically, the ATF requirement calls for 

firearms retailers to report multiple sales, or other dispositions, 

of two or more .22 caliber or larger semi-automatic rifles that 

are capable of accepting a detachable magazine and are 

purchased by the same individual within five consecutive 

business days. 

Today’s Washington Post suggests that the reporting mandate 

would be limited to retailers along the Southwest border; 

however, the Federal Register Notice does not limit the 

geographic scope of the reporting requirement. 

This ATF “emergency” mandate was originally pushed by the 

anti-gun Mayors Against Illegal Guns (MAIG) coalition, headed 

by New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg, more than a year 

and a half ago. And the Post reports that the Department of 

Justice has “languished” over this plan for several months.  

Given this timetable, it’s hard to see exactly where the 

“emergency” is. 

The National Shooting Sports Foundation opposes this reporting 

requirement because it further burdens America’s law-abiding 

firearms retailers with yet another onerous regulation that will 

do nothing to curb crime.  Multiple sales reporting of long guns 

will actually make it more difficult for licensed retailers to help 

law enforcement as traffickers modify their illegal schemes to 

circumvent the reporting requirement, thereby driving 

traffickers further underground. This is not unlike how 

criminals maneuvered around one-gun-a-month laws in states 

like Virginia – which is still considered an “exporting source 

state” by anti-gun organizations like the MAIG despite its 

restrictions on the number of firearms law-abiding residents may 

purchase. 

Multiple sales reporting for long guns is an ill-considered 

mandate and one that ATF does not have the legal authority to 

unilaterally impose. In fact, ATF has not specified under what 

legal authority it presumes to act. The decision as to whether 

ATF can move forward with this agenda-driven mandate will be 

left to Cass Sunstein who heads the White House Office of 

Information and Regulatory Affairs (OIRA).  This is the same 

Cass Sunstein who in a 2007 speech at Harvard University said, 

“We ought to ban hunting, if there isn’t a purpose other than 

sport and fun. That should be against the law. It’s time now.” 

NSSF will be submitting comments in opposition to this 

registration scheme and is encouraging all firearms retailers, 

sportsmen and enthusiasts to do the same. 

Please voice your concern by doing the following: 

1. Call the Office of Management and Budget, Office of 

Information and Regulation Affairs, Department of Justice, 

Desk Officer at (202) 395-6466. 

2. E-mail Barbara A. Terrell, ATF, Firearms Industry Programs 

Branch at Barbara.Terrell@atf.gov 

3. Call your Senators and Representative: United States Capitol 

Switchboard: 202-224-3121 

Points to make: 
1. Multiple sales reporting of long guns will actually 

make it more difficult for licensed retailers to help law 

enforcement as traffickers modify their illegal schemes to 

circumvent the reporting requirement. Traffickers will go 

further underground, hiring more people to buy their firearms. 

This will make it much harder for retailers to identify and report 

suspicious behavior to law enforcement. 

2.  Long guns are rarely used in crime (Bureau of 

Justice Statistics). 

3.  Imposing multiple sales-reporting requirements for 

long guns would further add to the already extensive paperwork 
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and record-keeping requirements burdening America’s retailers 

– where a single mistake could cost them their license and even 

land them in jail. 

4.  Last year, ATF inspected 2,000 retailers in border 

states and only two licenses were revoked (0.1%). These 

revocations were for reasons unknown and could have had 

nothing to do with illicit trafficking of guns; furthermore, no 

dealers were charged with any criminal wrongdoing. 

5.  According to ATF, the average age of a firearm 

recovered in the United States is 11 years old. In Mexico it’s 

more than 14 years old.  This demonstrates that criminals are 

not using new guns bought from retailers in the states. 

6.  Congress, when it enacted multiple sales reporting 

for handguns, could have required multiple sales of long guns – 

it specifically chose not to.  

 

============================== 
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Host a First Shots Seminar,  

Get Five Free Crickett Rifles 

KEYSTONE SPORTING ARMS TO GIVE 

AWAY 1,000 YOUTH RIFLES TO 

PARTICIPATING RANGES . . . Shooting range 
managers, think of it as a holiday gift from your friends 
at Keystone Sporting Arms. The Milton, Pa.-based 
manufacturer of youth-model firearms has provided 
1,000 youth rifles to be distributed to participating 
First Shots shooting ranges. "Keystone Sporting Arms 
believes in firearms safety and getting youth started 
with the right equipment to ensure the best 
experience," said Bill McNeal, Keystone's owner, so a 
set of five Crickett and Chipmunk rifles will be 
distributed to the first 200 ranges that commit to 
presenting two First Shots seminars in 2011, of which 
at least one must be specifically for parents and youths. 
So, if you are a shooting facility that has been 
presenting First Shots seminars, schedule your 2011 
events now. If you are a range that hasn't come on 
board, now's the time to become a First Shots host. In 
addition to the generous cooperative advertising 
reimbursement to which First Shots hosts are always 
entitled, an additional co-op ad program has been built 

into this special Keystone promotion. Learn more 

and sign up at the First Shots website.  
 

=============================================

===============================  

Industry News 

SMITH & WESSON SALES DOWN IN SECOND 

QUARTER . . . Sales in Smith & Wesson Corp.'s firearm 

division were down 10.5 percent in the second quarter. In its 

earnings release statement, the company said, "Indications are 

that the consumer firearm market has moderated further 

following the significant increase that started in the company's 

third quarter of fiscal 2009. In the second fiscal quarter of this 

year, sales in all handgun and tactical rifle product lines, except 

premium products, were flat or lower than in the prior year 

quarter due to a more competitive environment and a trend 

towards more value-oriented products. Hunting products were 

the exception and increased 26.3 percent over the prior year 

comparable quarter on improved sales of black powder products 

and the company's new bolt-action rifles." 

 

THOMPSON/CENTER ARMS RELOCATING TO 

SPRINGFIELD . . . Smith & Wesson will close the 

Thompson/Center Arms plant in Rochester, N.H., and bring the 

company's hunting rifle manufacturing to its Springfield facility. 

Some 350 employees will be affected, with many workers 

offered an opportunity to relocate, according to stories in Fosters 

Daily Democrat and the Springfield (Mass.) Republican. Smith 

& Wesson announced the consolidation last week in its second-

quarter earnings report, noting the move will provide the 

company with increased operational efficiencies. The 

consolidation is scheduled to commence in January and 

conclude by November 2011. Smith & Wesson purchased 

Thompson/Center in 2007.  

  

BUSHMASTER'S MAINE FACTORY TO CLOSE . . . 
Freedom Group Inc. announced Friday that it will close its 

Bushmaster Firearms International manufacturing facility in 

Windham, Maine, effective March 31. The factory employs 73 

people, according to a Morning Sentinel news story. In a press 

release, Freedom Group stated the Bushmaster brand and 

products remain key strategic assets within its portfolio. The 

manufacturing of all Bushmaster products currently produced at 

Windham will be relocated to other Freedom Group facilities. 

The move will have no impact on customers or the existing 

supply base, said Freedom Group, and all affected employees 

will be offered a comprehensive severance package and 

outplacement services. 

=============================================

================================ 

Government Relations 

  

• 2011 EXCISE TAX DUE DATES NOW 

AVAILABLE . . . The Alcohol and Tobacco 
Tax and Trade Bureau has released its schedule 
of quarterly due dates for filing calendar year 
2011 returns for the federal Firearms and 
Ammunition Excise Tax (FAET). 

• UTAH LEGISLATOR WANTS 'STATE 

GUN' . . . State flowers, state birds, and now, 
if Utah State Rep. Carl Wimmer has his way, 
Utah will have a state gun. Wimmer has 
announced intentions to propose a bill when 
the legislature convenes next month that would 
create a state firearm, specifically the Browning 
Model 1911 .45-caliber handgun, designed by 
John Browning 100 years ago.  
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• MICHIGAN HUNTING MENTOR 

PROGRAM . . . Glen Wunderlich of The 
Argus-Press writes about Michigan's Hunter 
Heritage Bill (Senate Bill 1589) that would 
allow youth to hunt with an adult mentor prior 
to taking taking a hunter education course. 
This effort, modeled on Pennsylvania's current 
law and on the Families Afield program, the 
latter a partnership effort of NSSF, U.S. 
Sportmen's Alliance and National Wild Turkey 
Federation, will introduce more youth to 
hunting and lead to more youth enrolling in 
hunter education classes when they reach the 
required age. 

====================================
====================================
== 

Hunting / Shooting 

• HUNTING TRADITIONS SAGGING? . . . 

As Mark Twain once said, "The reports of my 
death are greatly exaggerated.“ So is the 
demise of hunting, which was discussed in 
today's Associated Press story. Yes, hunting 
license sales have declined over the past 30 
years and reduced access to hunting land is a 
serious issue, but state wildlife agencies, 
conservation groups and NSSF have countered 
with programs that are beginning to have a 
positive effect. Among those are Families 
Afield, which helps youth understand that 
hunting can be more exciting than a computer 
game, and the Hunting Heritage Partnership, 
which has provided millions in funding to state 
agencies to create more hunting opportunities. 
Hunting licenses sales have ended their steep 
decline, and approximately 27 states have seen 
increases in recent years. With nearly 20 
million active hunters going afield each year, 
the real news is that hunting remains a vital 
part of American culture. 

• RHODE, RICHMOND NAMED USA 

SHOOTING'S ATHLETES OF THE 

YEAR . . . Kim Rhode of El Monte, Calif., and 
Staff Sgt. Joshua Richmond of Hillsgrove, Pa., 
have been named the 2010 Female and Male 
Athletes of the Year by USA Shooting, the 
governing body of Olympic shooting in the 
United States. Read about the 
accomplishments of these two shooters during 
this past year. 

• 86-YEAR-OLD CANCER VICTIM BAGS 

DEER OF A LIFETIME . . . An account that 
captures the spirit of family, hunting and the 
holiday season comes out of Pennsylvania. It's 
a story of 86-year-old Lester Warner, whose 
frail body is wracked by late-stage cancer and 
who has decided to stop treatment -- but not 
stop hunting. His 51-year-old son lugged a 
recliner up Broadtop Mountain to the small hut 
his family had built for his dad years ago. On 
opening day, in 19-degree weather, the biggest 
deer either father or son had ever had a chance 
to take, appeared. The son insisted that his dad 
take the shot, and the one he took was perfect. 
Lowering the gun, the elderly man turned to his 
son and said, "Never give up." Read the 
complete article. 

• PHILADELPHIA EAGLES STAR 

DEFENSIVE END AN AVID HUNTER . . . 
When he's not hunting quarterbacks on NFL 
Sundays, Philadelphia Eagles defensive end and 
sacks leader Trent Cole is hunting deer, quail, 
pheasant and waterfowl on his four farms in 
southern Ohio. The Los Angeles Times 
recently featured a story on Cole's passion for 
the outdoors. 

 =============================================

================================= 

12-06-10 

READ THE INDUSTRY'S LEADING TRADE MAGAZINE 

ONLINE . . . Readers of SHOT Business, the firearms 

industry's leading trade magazine and the official publication of 

NSSF, will have 24-7 access to the magazine's many articles, 

features and columns on the newly redesigned and upgraded 

website shotbusiness.com. NSSF has revised the site to provide 

more timely updates and a full e-version of the current edition. 

SHOT Business is published seven times a year through a 

publishing agreement with Bonnier Corp., publishers of Field & 

Stream and Outdoor Life. All content from the most recent issue 

of the magazine can be found on the website, including the 

regular ATF questions-and-answers section, the "From NSSF" 

section, the popular "What's Selling" and "Undercover Shopper" 

features and "New Products," among other news. The contents 

of SHOT Daily, the affiliated news publication of the SHOT 

Show, will be available on the site. Visitors to the site are 

reminded that they can subscribe to SHOT Business content 

through Facebook and Twitter. 

News of Note 

GIVING A FIREARM AS A GIFT? SOME 

REMINDERS FROM NSSF . . . The holidays are just around 

the  

corner. As hunters, shooters, collectors or just plain plinkers, it's 

a natural instinct to want to share our enjoyment of firearms 

with others. What better way to do that than to make a gift of a 
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firearm to a family member, close friend or relative? In a news 

release today, NSSF answers some questions consumers may 

have about giving a firearm as a gift. 

OUTDOOR SKILLS LINKED TO HEALTH, LEARNING 

AND LIFESTYLE BENEFITS . . . The Association of Fish 

and Wildlife Agencies has released a white paper, Benefits of 

Outdoor Skills to Health, Learning and Lifestyle, which 

documents the contributions of outdoor skills and wildlife-

related outdoor education to health, learning and lifestyle in 

general and hunting and fishing participation in particular. 

Learn more about this white paper, which demonstrates the 

importance of outdoor activity on youth's physical development 

and reduction in both Attention Deficit Disorder and crime. 

NSSF ON YOUTUBE . . . Have you tuned into the NSSF 

Channel on YouTube lately? With more than 650,000 views and 

counting, NSSF-produced video content continues to surge in 

popularity with shooting sports enthusiasts across the Web. Find 

tips, news and analysis on a variety of topics at 

youtube.com/theNSSF.  

Government Relations 

NICS BLACK FRIDAY OUTAGE . . . An outage of the 

National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS) 

adversely affected many retailers and consumers on Black 

Friday. NSSF has been in contact with FBI-NICS staff, who 

explained that the outage was attributable to a computer glitch 

that overloaded the system. A short-term fix has been applied to 

the system and once the holiday season is over, a long-term fix 

will be completed. Black Friday was the second highest day for 

NICS activity for non-point-of-contact states and partial-point-

of-contact states. It was the third busiest day overall for NICS 

with more than 87,000 checks being conducted. Though NICS 

was down for approximately 3.5 hours, eCheck and point-of-

contact states were only down for one hour -- perhaps another 

reason for dealers to consider using eCheck. NICS officials were 

exceedingly apologetic for the unscheduled outage. 

NOVEMBER NSSF-ADJUSTED NICS FIGURES . . . The 

FBI has released its National Instant Criminal Background 

Check System (NICS) figures for November 2010. NSSF-

adjusted figures (945,463) 

show a 9.7 percent increase 

over NSSF-adjusted figures 

from November 2009 

(861,575). The adjusted 

NICS data were derived by 

NSSF by subtracting out 

NICS purpose-code permit 

checks used by several 

states such as Kentucky and 

Utah for CCW permit application checks as well as checks on 

active CCW permit databases. Though not a direct correlation to 

firearms sales, the NSSF-adjusted NICS data provide a more 

accurate picture of current market conditions. Questions 

concerning NSSF-adjusted NICS data should be directed to 

NSSF research at 203-426-1320 or research@nssf.org. In 

addition to other purposes, NICS is used to check transactions of 

firearms sales and transfers on new and used handguns and long 

guns. Click here to find additional information on NICS and to 

view complete monthly NICS reports. NSSF members may 

access historical monthly NICS reports by logging into the 

members-only section of www.nssf.org. 

KNIFE RIGHTS LOBBY MAKING STRIDES . . . Knife 

advocates are hoping that a recent move by Arizona legislators 

to end knife restrictions will lead more states to take up the 

cause. "Arizona is now the model when it comes to knives," said 

Arizona lobbyist Todd Rathner. "We're now going to be moving 

to other states, probably in the Rocky Mountains and the 

Southeast. There's probably half a dozen or more places that are 

ripe for this." Last year, the federal Customs and Border 

Protection agency issued a proposal that would have reclassified 

many pocketknives and pocket tools as switchblades and thus 

made them illegal for import or sale across state lines. Congress, 

following a strong grassroots campaign by the American Knife 

and Tool Institute -- an effort supported by NSSF -- intervened 

and blocked the change. Read more. 

N.J. COURTS UPHOLD BEAR SEASON, WHICH 

BEGINS TODAY . . . A New Jersey Supreme Court Justice 

refused Saturday to block the state's first bear hunt in five years, 

which was slated to begin today. Justice Edwin Stern turned 

down the request in an emergency order a day after an appeals 

court refused to block the hunt. 

 
NSSF Bullet Points (above): 
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December 23, 2010 
Top News: 

  

HSUS:  President Gets Heat For Vick Comments 

<http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2

fwww.ussportsmen.o 

rg%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2608&srcid=4893&srctid=1&erid=7

724463>  

Wayne Pacelle, the president and CEO of the Humane Society of 

the United States (HSUS), is under fire over a recent newspaper 

comment he made concerning Michael Vick.  This time though, 

the "heat" is not from sportsmen but from HSUS supporters. 

  

Park    Service Cuts Public Access to Cape Hatteras National 

Seashore 

<http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2

fwww.ussportsmen.o 

rg%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2607&srcid=4893&srctid=1&erid=7

724463>  

The National Park Service has approved a new Off-Road 

Vehicle Management Plan for the Cape Hatteras National 
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Seashore in North Carolina that severely restricts public access 

and off-road vehicle use. 

  

Blog:  HSUS Continues to "Mainstream" Image 

<http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2

fwww.ussportsmen.o 

rg%2fPage.aspx%3fpid%3d1490%26storyid2905%3d102%26nc

s2905%3d3&srcid=4893&src 

tid=1&erid=7724463>  

By Greg R. Lawson, Director of Communications Even while 

the controversy over the Humane Society of the United States 

(HSUS) president's recent comments about Michael Vick are 

raising eyebrows, the animal right's group is on the verge of 

getting a quarter of a million dollars from Pepsi! 

  

The U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance 

On Target Live- A video version of our weekly On Target 

<http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2

fwww.ussportsmen.o 

rg%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2592&srcid=4893&srctid=1&erid=7

724463>  

 

Interact With Us On: 

 <http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%

2ftwitter.com%2fUSS 

portsmensAll&srcid=4893&srctid=1&erid=7724463> 

=============================================

================================= 

 

For Immediate Release: Federal Court of Appeals Ruling 

Deals Blow to Wildlife Conservation 

Website: www.ussafoundation.org 

<http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2

fwww.ussportsmen.o 

rg%2f&srcid=4888&srctid=1&erid=7697502>  

  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                  Contact:     

Greg R. 

Lawson (614) 888-4868 x 214 

December 21, 2010 

Sharon Hayden (614) 888-4868 x 226 

  

Federal Court Of Appeals Ruling Deals Blow To Wildlife 

Conservation 

 

(Columbus, OH) -The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals has 

overturned a lower court ruling which protected active wildlife 

conservation efforts on National Wildlife Refuge lands. 

In 2007, environmental groups filed a lawsuit against the 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) after the FWS had 

restored wildlife watering devices within the Kofa National 

Wildlife Refuge in Arizona on lands designated as "wilderness 

areas."  The watering devices are critical to the survival of 

bighorn sheep and other desert species. 

The groups' lawsuit claimed that the Wilderness Act 

prohibited the FWS from constructing the watering devices 

because the Act required that wilderness areas be left totally 

unaffected by human activities. 

  

The Service, U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance Foundation 

(USSAF), and a host of  other conservation groups argued that 

the wilderness designation within the Refuge did not prohibit 

the FWS from engaging in active wildlife conservation 

efforts.  Overall, the USSAF argued that the Refuge was 

required to be managed to conserve wildlife pursuant to the 

National Wildlife Refuge System Improvement Act, even on 

lands designated as wilderness areas. 

In 2008, Judge Mary H. Murguia of the U.S. District Court 

for Arizona sided with the FWS and USSAF and found that the 

Wilderness Act did not prohibit active wildlife management in 

the Kofa areas. 

By a 2 to 1 vote, the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals 

overturned that decision.  The Court found that the FWS could 

not construct or maintain watering devices unless it found that 

devices were "necessary" for bighorn sheep conservation.  It also 

found that the FWS could not show that the devices were 

"necessary" for sheep conservation until the FWS showed first 

that banning hunting, banning sheep translocations, controlling 

mountain lions, and restricting other forms of human visitation 

would not sufficiently conserve the sheep. 

"This is truly a misguided and unfortunate ruling by the 

Ninth Circuit," said Bud Pidgeon, USSAF president and 

CEO.  "Precedent from this lawsuit could severely handicap the 

FWS's wildlife conservation efforts in the future." 

In light of the recent decision, the USSAF will be examining 

all remaining options to minimize the effects of the Ninth 

Circuit's ruling. 

Joining the USSAF in the lawsuit were several other 

conservation groups including: Arizona Desert Bighorn Sheep 

Society, Arizona Deer Association, Arizona Antelope 

Foundation, Wild Sheep Foundaton, Yuma Valley Rod & Gun 

Club, Safari Club International and the National Rifle 

Association. 

=============================== 

 <http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%

2fwww.ussportsmen.o 

rg%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d308&srcid=4864&srctid=1&erid=76

61363>  

Issue Watch and Alert Center 

 Rights at Risk 

The Situation Room 

The U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance (USSA) Situation 
Room is an up-to-date watch and alert center. It 
provides a quick review of some key issues on which 
USSA is working. 

19-December-2010 
National 

  

Fighting to Protect Hunting and Fishing on 

Federal Land 
The USSA helped draft legislation now pending in the 
U.S. House of Representatives and Senate called the 
“Recreational Fishing and Hunting Heritage and 
Opportunities Act.” 
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The bill includes numerous provisions that will protect 
recreational hunting, fishing and shooting on land 
administered by the Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) and the U.S. Forest Service. 

Status- Legislation was introduced in both the U.S. 
House and Senate in October and is pending.  Click 
here for more information. 

Delisting the Great Lakes Wolf from the 

Endangered Species List 
The USSA, along with other national and state based 
groups, filed a formal petition with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (FWS) to remove the Western Great 
Lakes wolves from the Endangered Species List.  
  
Wolves throughout the Great Lakes region have 
surpassed the population goals set by the FWS and are 
no longer endangered or threatened. Despite this fact, 
previous attempts at delisting the wolves have been 
stopped by lawsuits filed by the anti’s.  

Status- On May 18th, USSA filed a petition with the 
Department of the Interior to delist the Great Lakes 
wolf. Additionally, state agencies in Minnesota and 
Wisconsin have filed similar petitions. Click here for 
more information. 

Urging Effective Predator Control in Wildlife 

Refuges 
The USSAF has petitioned the FWS to begin 
effectively managing mountain lions within the Kofa 
National Wildlife Refuge. 
  
Unchecked mountain lion populations are beginning to 
decimate the local Bighorn sheep population, which 
the FWS has a statutory responsibility to conserve. 
  

Status- The FWS has announced that is has completed 
an environmental assessment and will implement a 
management plan aimed at dealing with the mountain 
lion population. Click here for more information.  

In the States 

Dog Legislation 
2010 continues the nationwide trend where legislation 
claiming to be aimed at abusive commercial breeders, 
commonly referred to as “puppy mills,” threatens the 
existence of many sporting dog kennels and hobby 
breeders. Often, these bills lump private sporting dog 
kennels and breeders in with large scale commercial 
breeders. This subjects them to a level of regulation 
that would make it nearly impossible to continue 
operating.  

  
In addition to “puppy mill” bills, dog legislation as a 
whole appears to be the anti’s latest tactic to threaten 
hunting.  Legislation mandating the spaying/neutering 
of dogs and bills aimed at prohibiting tethering dogs or 
keeping dogs outdoors are also showing up regularly 
across the country.  

Status- This year, the USSA is already monitoring 
more than 88 dog related bills, covering 28 states, and 
is working to defeat or fix bills that are a threat to 
sporting dog owners. Read about our work at Outdoor 
Life here. 

Families Afield Legislation 
Project in partnership with the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation and National Wild Turkey 
Federation to reduce and remove arbitrary barriers to 
youth participation in hunting. Last year, Nevada and 
Wisconsin passed Families Afield legislation.  

Status- In 2010, Vermont became the 30th state since 
2004 to have lowered barriers to hunting. Click here 
for the Vermont story. Bills lowering barriers in Illinois 
and Louisiana were recently signed into 
law. Minnesota, Nevada, Oklahoma, and Pennsylvania 
have bills pending. 

License Fee Diversions 
With many states facing unprecedented financial 
hardships legislators are looking for creative ways to 
balance their state budgets. Many times this means 
raiding the wildlife agency coffers and diverting 
sportsmen’s dollars to pay for unrelated items. This 
can cost state agencies millions in federal funding. In 
2009, California, Ohio, and South Dakota all had 
license fee diversion proposals that were defeated. 

Status- California is again proposing to divert $5 
million dollars to help fill its large budget gap in 
2010. Click here for the full story. Arizona has also 
proposed diverting funds that were typically earmarked 
for wildlife. 

Montana Trapping Threatened by Anti-Trapping 

Group  
An anti-trapping group in Montana sought a 2010 
ballot initiative that would have banned trapping on all 
public land in the state. 

Status- The anti-trapping group did not get enough 
valid signatures to qualify for the ballot in 
2010. However, it is likely that the group will continue 
its efforts to ban trapping in the state.  The USSA 
worked with the Fur Takers of America, the National 
Trappers Association, and the Montana Trappers 
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Association to defeat the issue. Click here for the 
story. 

Legal  

Anti-Trapping Lawsuit in Maine 

Yet another lawsuit in Maine over Canada Lynx. The 
case mirrors a similar lawsuit settled last October 
which allowed trapping to continue in the state with 
minimal restrictions. This case is based upon the same 
premise that the state is “causing” the take of federally 
protect lynx by allowing trapping, but seeks additional 
restrictions on trapping. The bigger precedent is 
preventing the antis from using the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA) to block other kinds of hunting.  

Status- In a major victory for Maine trappers and 
sportsmen across the nation, the Judge ruled in our 
favor that Maine’s trapping practices do not 
irreparably harm the Canada lynx. The win establishes 
an excellent precedent that will make it harder for the 
antis to use the ESA in their attempts to ban hunting 
and trapping through the Courts.  The antis have 
appealed the decision. Click here for the full story. 
  The U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance 

============================== 

News   

FWS Announces Intention to Delist Western Great Lakes 

Wolves 

 12/17/10 

Last week, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 

announced that, subject to receipt of further public comment, it 

intends to remove wolves in the Western Great Lakes region as 

a listed species under the Endangered Species Act (ESA).  

Earlier this year, the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance Foundation 

(USSAF) and several others began the delisting process by filing 

formal petitions seeking to delist wolves in the Western Great 

Lakes region.  After the FWS failed to respond to the petitions, 

the USSAF and its supporters then sent a letter threatening legal 

action against the FWS if it did not start the delisting process.  

In September, the FWS started the delisting process citing the 

USSAF petition as well as other petitions. 

The latest announcement came after U.S. Senator Amy 

Klobuchar (D-MN) called upon Secretary of the Interior Ken 

Salazar to expedite the delisting process for the Western Great 

Lakes wolves.  Senator Klobuchar also indicated that she plans 

to introduce legislation as a backup option to ensure that 

delisting occurs.     

In response, the FWS indicated that it will publish a new 

delisting proposal for the wolves by April 2011 and will wrap up 

the process by the end of 2011.  In its press release, the FWS 

noted that “wolves continue to exceed recovery goals and are no 

longer threatened with extinction.” 

Removing wolves in the Western Great Lakes region from 

the Endangered Species List would allow wolves in Wisconsin, 

Minnesota, and Michigan to be managed by the states.  

“We are encouraged by this recent announcement by the 

FWS,” said Rob Sexton, U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance Foundation 

vice president of government affairs.  “However, we must 

remain cautious as animal rights groups will surely try to derail 

the process.” 

Two previous efforts by FWS to delist the wolves were 

reversed as a result of lawsuits filed by animal rights groups.  In 

both cases, the reversals dealt with technical legal issues.  They 

did not overturn the findings by the FWS that wolves have met 

recovery plan objectives. 

=============================================

=========================== 

<http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2

fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2604&srcid=48

64&srctid=1&erid=7661363>  

Council Eases Southeast Snapper Fishing Ban 

12/17/10 

 The South Atlantic Fishery Management Council has 

recommended the elimination of a snapper-grouper fishing ban 

off the coasts of southern Georgia and Florida.  The area ban, 

which covered 4,800 square miles, had been intended to prevent 

the accidental catch of red snapper.  

Last week, the Council approved a regulatory amendment 

which would remove the area ban on all snapper and grouper 

fishing.  A new red snapper stock assessment, public comments, 

and the negative economic impacts resulting from the closure 

were all factored into the Council’s decision to lift the ban. 

What is known as Amendment 17A to the Snapper Grouper 

Fishery Management Plan was previously approved by the 

Council and the U.S. Secretary of Commerce and implemented 

on December 3, 2010.  Amendment 17A continued an already 

existing ban on the commercial and recreational fishing of red 

snapper throughout the South Atlantic region.  It also included 

the snapper-grouper fishing ban off the coasts of southern 

Georgia and Florida. 

However, the implementation of the ban on all snapper and 

grouper fishing was delayed.  This gave the Council more time 

to consider the results of a more recent red snapper stock 

assessment.  In turn, this prompted the passage of the additional 

regulatory amendment which will remove the broader ban if 

approved by the U.S. Secretary of Commerce. 

Fishing for red snapper will continue to be prohibited under 

Amendment 17A with the next stock assessment scheduled for 

2013. 

“Sportsmen and sport anglers support science based wildlife 

conservation,” said Rob Sexton, U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance vice 

president of government affairs.  “It is encouraging that the 

Council moved to lift the snapper-grouper ban after reviewing 

the new stock assessment.” 

 =============================================

================================= 

<http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2

fwww.ussportsmen.o 

rg%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2603&srcid=4864&srctid=1&erid=7

661363>  

  

Become a Local Field Director in 2011 and Defend Your 

Heritage 

12/17/10 

Are you willing to help pass on your passion for the outdoors 

to the next generation?  Then consider volunteering as a Local 
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Field Director (LFD) with the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 

(USSA) and U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance Foundation (USSAF)! 

The USSA is gearing up for another year of grassroots 

battles against the anti-hunting movement and the USSAF is 

working to continue bringing the joys of the outdoors to 

hundreds of thousands of youth through our Trailblazer 

Adventure Program.  By becoming an LFD, you will be on the 

front lines, defending our outdoor heritage. In fact, Local Field 

Directors are a critical component in protecting our outdoor 

right from coast to coast.  

LFDs play an indispensable role in helping the USSAF 

organize our nationally recognized Trailblazer Adventure 

Program.  They are “on the ground” at locations around the 

country facilitating Trailblazer events.  The goal is to guarantee 

that youth and their families have the type of experience that 

will keep them interested in the outdoors.  Thanks to the efforts 

of dozens of LFDs, the Trailblazer Program has had one million 

participants go through since its beginning in 2001.  

LFDs also visit local sportsmen's clubs to promote the 

missions of the USSA and USSAF.  They help organize political 

and fundraising rallies and a variety of other vital activities. 

Members of this elite group have received special attention 

across the nation. Howard Robinson, an LFD from Arkansas, 

was awarded the “People’s Choice Unsung Hero" award for 

2010 from Outdoor Life magazine.  He was recognized at a 

special event at the 2010 SHOT Show.    Mike Kapp, another 

LFD from Wisconsin, made it onto the “Outdoor Life 25” 2010 

list honoring the efforts of top sportsmen from across the 

country. 

Although this is a volunteer position, the USSA and USSAF 

cover work-related expenses and, depending on the activity, 

provide compensation for time invested. 

If you want to help protect outdoor traditions for future 

generations, we need your help. 

 

Please contact Frank Price, Field Services Director at 

fprice@ussportsmen.org or call (614) 888-4868, ext. 202 for 

information about how you can protect our heritage for future 

generations by becoming a Local Field Director. 

 =============================================

====================  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                  Contact:     

Greg R.Lawson (614) 888-4868 x 214 

December 10, 2010 

Sharon Hayden (614) 888-4868 x 226 

   

Forest Service to Consider Banning Gun Hunting in Parts of 

Huron-Manistee National Forest 

   

(Columbus, OH) - As a result of a recent anti-hunting court 

ruling, the U.S. Forest Service is starting a formal review of its 

Management Plan for the Huron-Manistee National Forest to 

consider banning hunting with firearms in some areas. 

In September, the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals ruled that 

the Forest Service's regulations required that it consider banning 

hunting with guns on lands designated as "semi-primitive."  The 

Court found that the noise associated with gun hunting could 

harm the quality of the recreational experience of hikers, 

backpackers, and cross county skiers. 

Just as troublesome, the Court ruled that the Forest Service 

was required to consider closing these areas to gun hunting in 

places where there is other public, non-Forest land nearby that is 

open to gun hunting.  This could require the Forest Service to 

close lands currently open for gun hunting when other state or 

federal hunting lands are opened. 

The court ruling has prompted the Forest Service to start a 

formal review of the Huron-Manistee Management 

Plan.  Primarily, the review will focus on whether or not hunting 

with guns should be banned on the "semi-primitive" areas. 

Sportsmen will be given opportunities to submit comments 

to the Forest Service throughout the review process. 

"This court ruling is a major threat to hunting on these lands 

and across the country," said Rob Sexton, USSA vice president 

for government affairs. "Anti-hunters will likely use this ruling 

to try and force the Forest Service to ban gun hunting on other 

Forest lands." 

On October 26th, the U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance and a 

coalition of nineteen other leading conservation groups sent a 

letter 

<http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2

fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fdocument.doc%3fid%3d179&srcid=4

726&srctid=1&erid=7580531>  to the Forest Service requesting 

that it rewrite the regulations the Court used to render the anti-

hunting decision. 

  

The USSA will keep sportsmen apprised of when and where 

they can submit comments on this issue. 

  

About the U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance 

The U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance is a national association of 

sportsmen and sportsmen's organizations that protects the rights 

of hunters, anglers and trappers in the courts, legislatures, at the 

ballot, in Congress and through public education programs. 

Follow us on Facebook: 

http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2f

www.facebook.com%2fussportsmen&srcid=4382&srctid=1&eri

d=7077954  

Twitter: 

http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2ft

witter.com%2fUSSportsmensAll&srcid=4382&srctid=1&erid=7

077954 

 
USSA News Alerts (above): 

U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance 
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ALERT FROM JEWS FOR THE PRESERVATION 

OF FIREARMS OWNERSHIP  

America's Aggressive Civil Rights Organization 

  
JPFO ALERT: MORE BATFE TRICKS. 

 December 18th 2010 

More BATFE Tricks 
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 We hear of (yet) more impending proposed gun legislation, 

with BATFE planning extra regulations for gun dealers when 

selling semi auto rifles. The news of this has probably gone 

round the web quite widely already but to make sure no one has 

missed it we are putting it out for better coverage. 

J&G Sales has sent out one of the news items on this and it is 

that we reproduce for your information.  Note the contact details 

included for more action. 

  

This is a special notice to warn you of impending new gun 

regulation. The ATF has proposed to require gun dealers to 

provide directly to the ATF the names, addresses, and serial 

numbers for every purchase of two or more semi auto, mag fed 

rifles within a five day period!! They are trying to force this in 

by January 5th, without any approval from Congress, calling it a 

needed "emergency" regulation. This is backdoor registration of 

guns and gunowners.   

Here is a quote from the notice by the NSSF (National Shooting 

Sports Foundation) regarding this burdensome and illegal move:  

 

"The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 

(ATF) is moving to require federally licensed firearms retailers 

to report multiple sales of modern sporting rifles beginning 

January 5, 2011. Specifically, the ATF requirement calls for 

firearms retailers to report multiple sales, or other dispositions, 

of two or more .22 caliber or larger semi-automatic rifles that 

are capable of accepting a detachable magazine and are 

purchased by the same individual within five consecutive 

business days." 

We are encouraging everyone to contact the relevant officials to 

protest this move. The office that approves regulation changes 

like this that bypass Congress is the Office of Information and 

Regulation affairs of the DOJ and they can be reached at 202-

395-6466. You can call your Senator and Representative at the 

US Capitol switchboard at 202-224-3121. 

 

The NSSF offers the following points to make when calling: 

�"Multiple sales reporting of long guns will actually 

make it more difficult for licensed retailers to help law 

enforcement as traffickers modify their illegal schemes to 

circumvent the reporting requirement. Traffickers will go 

further underground, hiring more people to buy their firearms. 

This will make it much harder for retailers to identify and report 

suspicious behavior to law enforcement." 

�"Long guns are rarely used in crime (Bureau of Justice 

Statistics)." 

�"Imposing multiple sales-reporting requirements for 

long guns would further add to the already extensive paperwork 

and record-keeping requirements burdening America’s retailers 

– where a single mistake could cost them their license and even 

land them in jail." 

�"Last year, ATF inspected 2,000 retailers in border 

states and only two licenses were revoked (0.1%). These 

revocations were for reasons unknown and could have had 

nothing to do with illicit trafficking of guns; furthermore, no 

dealers were charged with any criminal wrongdoing." 

�"According to ATF, the average age of a firearm 

recovered in the United States is 11 years old. In Mexico it’s 

more than 14 years old.  This demonstrates that criminals are 

not using new guns bought from retailers in the states." 

�"Congress, when it enacted multiple sales reporting 

for handguns, could have required multiple sales of long guns – 

it specifically chose not to." 

 

Read the full notice by the NSSF here: 

http://www.nssfblog.com/atf-to-require-multiple-sales-reports-

for-long-guns/ 

 

Read the full ATF document proposing this illegal move 

here: (PDF) 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-

srv/politics/documents/atf.pdf 

 

The JPFO Liberty Crew Protecting you by creating solutions to 

destroy "gun control" 

==================================== 

 

December 9th 2010 

JPFO ALERT: ONLY IN AMERICA. 

   

Bill of Rights Day is December 15th. 

  

This nation seems to be experiencing a change in direction for 

the better.  Promises to reduce the size and power of government 

over the American citizenry floated easily and conveniently 

from the lips of politicians all through the last election 

campaign. 

  

But now let's see if these politicians truly keep their word.  Some 

won't. They will be bought off, blackmailed, or seduced by the 

glittering trappings of power. 

  

How can we tell if politicians and judges are supporting or 

denigrating our freedoms? 

  

It's not rocket science. Simply understand what the American 

Bill of Rights, the supreme law of our land, says about what can 

and cannot be done by our government. Any law, regulation, 

policy, court decision, or "executive order" that violates the 

simple intent of the Bill of Rights is illegal. Period.  It is just 

that simple. 

  

America must return to a Bill of Rights Culture.  Re-introduce 

yourself to your Bill of Rights at this very moment. Go here - 

http://jpfo.org/filegen-a-m/billrights.htm - read them all. It will 

only take a few minutes. 

  

How important is your liberty?  Take a moment to think about 

this question. 

   

Make sure to forward this email to at least two other 

people.  And on December 15th, Bill of Rights Day, consider 

printing out the referenced JPFO presentation of the Bill of 

Rights and handing it out to complete strangers. 

   

Freedom is not a spectator sport. 
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Use our latest handbills - http://jpfo.org/filegen-a-

m/freebies.htm this includes our latest additions. 

 Remember to check out all JPFO's movies - 

http://jpfo.org/filegen-a-m/movies.htm 

 Please support JPFO with donations, memberships and 

purchase of our materials ( http://shop.jpfo.org/ ) - so we can 

continue to provide you with these alerts and defend your rights. 

JPFO Membership form - http://jpfo.org/pdf02/memb-form.pdf 

JPFO On line secure membership sign up - 

http://shop.jpfo.org/cart.php?m=product_list&amp;c=4 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~ 

 PS - Visit our alert archive / sign up to receive email alerts - 

http://jpfo.org/alerts.htm 

=======================

========= 
***News Links 

10-12-30 GA Trooper shooting suspect released 3 

times this year over objections 

Before he was charged Tuesday with killing a state 

trooper, Gregory Favors had been arrested three times this 

year after trying to flee police, court records show. 

Each time, Favors obtained bond in Fulton County. Each 

time a pretrial services officer had recommended against it, 

court records show. 

The three arrests this year are among 18 times Favors 

has been arrested dating back to the 1990s. His 19th arrest 

this week was for the murder of Trooper First Class 

Chadwick LeCroy, who was shot after police say he had 

pursued Favors on Bolton Road. 

Favors’ prior convictions include cocaine possession and 

distribution, possession of a firearm by a convicted felon, 

fleeing and attempting to elude police, making false 

statements, forgery, obstruction of justice and tampering 

with evidence, court records show. 

In a statement issued Wednesday, Fulton Chief Judge 

Cynthia Wright noted that the Superior Court Pretrial 

Services had recommended Favors not be released. She said 

the judges were “saddened” by the shooting, but they 

declined to comment further on the case since it will likely 

be coming before them. Wright said the court is currently 

reviewing information related to Favors and his history in 

the Atlanta Judicial Circuit. 

Favors’ first arrest this year occurred in February after 

police observed him driving at a slow speed in a 

neighborhood where residents had reported a large number 

of burglaries. When police tried to stop him, Favors sped 

off and later crashed his 1991 Honda Accord into a utility 

pole, court records show. 

Police found a laptop, a printer and a cell phone inside 

the car. They also ran a check and traced the car back to 

Favors. On March 17, a Fulton County pretrial services 

officer recommended that Favors not be released on bond. 

But a judge allowed it and, two days later, Favors was 

released on $10,000 bond, court records show. 

When he failed to appear for his April 29 court date, a 

bench warrant was issued for his arrest. 

Police ran across Favors again on June 25 in northwest 

Atlanta, observing him making a hand-to-hand drug 

transaction next to a silver automobile, according to court 

records. 

Police ordered the two men to the ground and they both 

dropped, although police say Favors began to slowly back 

away. They also saw him put a small baggie in his mouth 

and swallow it, police said. 

Favors then took off running but was caught after a brief 

chase. When he refused to place his hands behind his back, 

an officer subdued him with pepper spray, according to 

court records. 

The keys found on Favors were the keys to the silver car. 

Inside, police found a small baggie of crack cocaine, court 

records say. 

The next day, a pretrial services officer recommended 

Favors be detained, noting he was already on probation for 

drug and gun possession charges and had pending charges 

for the incident in Februrary. 

But on July 9 a Fulton judge allowed Favors to be 

released on $3,000 bond, court records show. 

On July 23, he pleaded guilty to the charges stemming 

from his arrests in February and June. He received 30 years, 

with only 60 days of that to be served in confinement. He 

also was ordered to pay a $500 fine and $2,000 in 

restitution to Georgia Power for the damaged utility pole. 

It was not long after Favors’ release from that sentence 

when he was arrested again. This time, on Dec. 10, Atlanta 

police said they saw Favors and another man using a broken 

antenna to break into a 2004 Ford Mustang. 

Police ordered both men to drop. Favors’ co-defendant, 

Larry Browning, did as he was told. Favors ran off. 

When he was finally caught, Favors resisted arrest and 

scuffled with the officer, scratching him from his cheek to 

his neck and drawing blood, court records say. 

Police found a bag of powder cocaine and a screwdriver 

on Favors and charged him with entering an auto, 

possessing tools to commit a crime, possessing cocaine and 

two counts of obstructing a police officer. 

The next day, a Fulton pretrial services officer 

recommended against Favors being released on bond. At 

that point, Favors had told authorities his name was Manuel 

Frazier and that he lived at Maynard Place, not on 

Hightower Court where he has lived for 17 years, according 

to court records. 

The pretrial services officer noted that because “Frazier” 

had refused to be interviewed, the information he was giving 

could not be verified. “He does appear to be a flight risk,” 

the pretrial officer’s report said. 
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But a Fulton judge granted Favors a $19,000 bond on 

Dec. 13, according to court records. He was soon released 

on a signature bond, meaning he put up no bail money. 

Favors was to appear in court at 9 a.m. Dec. 27, but he 

failed to show. Later that day, he was arrested for shooting 

LeCroy, the state trooper who was a member of a special 

street crime suppression. 

The names of the judges who signed the orders granting 

Favors' bond were not legible on documents reviewed by the 

AJC, which is attempting to identify them through other 

means 

http://www.ajc.com/news/atlanta/trooper-shooting-

suspect-released-791184.html 

 

10-12-28 Marine, wife attacked by unruly teens at 

theater  

MANATEE — A group of unruly teenagers attacked a 

27-year-old Marine and his wife who had asked them to be 

quiet during a Christmas night showing of “Little Fockers.” 

The attack happened as the couple left the theater near 

Bradenton on Saturday night. Authorities say the fight 

attracted about 300 bystanders. 

Federico Freire, home on leave from Afghanistan, says 

they left the theater shortly after the teens were asked to 

leave. 

The couple was kicked and punched in the parking lot 

before a gun-brandishing witness told the crowd to step 

back just before deputies arrived. 

Five teens were arrested, including a 17-year-old who 

struck a deputy and was stunned by a Taser. 

The fracas caused the theater manager to close early. 

Freire, who is based at Camp Pendleton, Calif., leaves 

this week. 

http://www.naplesnews.com/news/2010/dec/28/marine-

wife-attacked-unruly-teens-theater/ 

 

10-12-27 Should have been searched, claims gunman 

hurt in bar shootout 

A federal judge in Pittsburgh has dismissed a lawsuit 

filed by a bar patron who claims he and another customer 

should have been searched for weapons before they shot one 

another in February. 

Forty-two-year-old Thomas Galloway, of Arnold, filed 

the lawsuit last month seeking $20,000 for medical bills, 

"mental anxiety" and other alleged damages stemming from 

the Feb. 5 shooting at Envy bar in New Kensington.  

Mr. Galloway sued, claiming the bar and its owner were 

negligent for not searching patrons for weapons. Mr. 

Galloway claims he and the other man were both carrying 

guns. Mr. Galloway says he spent five days recovering in a 

hospital.  

Mr. Galloway was convicted for illegally possessing a 

weapon because of a prior criminal record for assault and 

drug charges. http://www.post-

gazette.com/pg/10361/1113802-100.stm 

 

10-12-27 Ford City siblings bag bucks with help 

Thanks to the Mentored Youth Hunting Program and a 

county law enforcement official who has a keen interest in 

introducing kids to the great outdoors, there is plenty of 

venison in the Kunst household in Ford City. 

Danielle Kunst, 9, harvested her first buck, a 6-point, on 

Oct. 16, and her brother Michael, 11, got his first buck, an 

8-point, on Oct. 29. Both deer were taken with a Barnett 

Jackal, 150-pound draw weight crossbow topped off with a 

three-dot Red Dot scope. 

Although the siblings are too young to buy a regular 

hunting license, they qualify for a special mentored youth 

permit. Under the program, youth younger than 12 may 

obtain a permit for $2.70 and must be accompanied by a 

properly licensed person older than 21 who serves as a 

guide on a one-to-one basis. 

The guide must stay within an arm's length of the young 

person at all times and may not carry a firearm or bow 

themselves. Youth in the mentor program may harvest only 

an antlered deer with antlers of three inches or more or one 

antler with at least two points. Deer must be properly 

tagged and reported to the Game Commission. 

The Kunsts' guide was chief county detective Paul 

Rearick. An avid archer, Rearick of Manor Township has 

been involved in mentoring youth archery activities for more 

than a decade. He provided the crossbow the Kunsts used to 

bag their bucks. 

The deer were taken on a farm in South Bend Township. 

Rearick said both kids made accurate, humane heart shots 

at less than 20 yards. Both deer went down within easy sight 

of the blind from which the siblings hunted, making for 

quick recovery. 

"The old adage 'practice make perfect' fits here," Rearick 

said. "The kids practiced all summer with the crossbow. 

They both participate in the youth archery program at Burnt 

Ridge Bow and Gun Club in Cowansville." 

Rearick said that youth participating in the program do 

not need to have completed the Hunter/Trapper Safety 

Course. However, they must be properly instructed by the 

mentor in hunting safety, mental and physical preparedness 

and firearm or archery proficiency. He added that a new 

season of youth archery will begin at Burnt Ridge in 

January. Dates and times will be announced. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/leadertimes/news/s_71

5489.html 

 

10-12-26 Poor adult supervision hurts benefits of 

mentoring program 

Some adults don't make very good teachers. 

This past deer season was a good in many ways, 

according to reports, with some nice bucks taken and — at 
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least in the 10-county southwest region — no hunting 

accidents. 

If there was one blemish, it was the behavior of some 

adults. 

A few years ago, the Pennsylvania Game Commission 

approved a mentored youth-hunting program. Under its 

guidelines, adults 21 and older can take a hunter younger 

than 12 into the field to pursue certain species, including 

antlered deer. 

The intent is to get youths interested in the outdoors at a 

younger age, before other sports, school activities and the 

like pull them away. 

There are few simple rules participants must follow. 

They must get a mentored youth permit, can only have one 

firearm between them and the mentor must carry that gun 

while moving. 

Unfortunately, that's too much for some adults. 

"There were a lot of violations associated with the 

mentored youth program this year," said Tom Fazi, a 

supervisor in the Game Commission's southwest region 

office in Bolivar. 

In cases, adults — not willing to miss out on a chance to 

take a deer themselves — carried one gun and left the 

youngster free to carry another, he said. In others, adults 

took a child afield, then did the shooting themselves, 

sometimes using the youth as an excuse to shoot an 

otherwise illegal deer. 

That's a shame, but it's not something unique to the 

mentoring program, or even to hunting. 

Consider the recent case handled by Douglas Deppen, a 

waterways conservation officer for the Pennsylvania Fish 

and Boat Commission in Dauphin County. 

He came across a father and daughter fishing. They were 

doing well catching trout in a stocked lake. Deppen asked to 

see their fishing licenses. The girl didn't have one, but said 

she was 15, one year younger than the age at which one is 

required. 

On a hunch, Deppen, who had never seen the pair 

before, told the girl he'd talked to her last year and she'd 

said she was 15 then, too. 

That's when she confessed to being 17 and fishing — 

side by side with her dad — without a license. 

They were cited. But whether the lesson was more 

valuable than the fine, we can only hope 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/sports/ou

tdoors/s_715124.html 

 

10-12-25 Trooper fatally shoots Hempfield man 

A state police trooper fatally shot a Hempfield man who 

aggressively pointed a handgun at officers Friday evening 

after he allegedly assaulted another trooper responding to a 

domestic call at his home, a police spokesman said. 

The resident, Jeffrey Yohman, 51, of 1351 Swede Hill 

Road, in the Fort Allen neighborhood of the township, was 

pronounced dead at Excela Health Westmoreland Hospital, 

Greensburg, said Trooper Stephen Limani, public 

information officer for the Greensburg barracks. 

The trooper who intially responded to the call, whom 

Limani declined to identify, was treated for a laceration to 

his head after falling several feet because Yohman allegedly 

forced him over a front porch railing, Limani said. 

State police remained on the scene late into the evening 

Friday as they continued to investigate the incident and 

reconstruct the shooting. 

Police were summoned around 4:15 p.m. to the home, a 

few houses from an intersection with Bonita Drive. The 

responding trooper called for backup, Limani said. 

"He had engaged in some sort of alarming acts with his 

family," Limani said, declining to elaborate. 

Westmoreland County District Attorney John Peck said 

"the holidays were stressful to the people in the house." 

After the physical confrontation with the injured trooper, 

Yohman went into his home and retrieved a handgun and 

refused to comply with any commands by police, Limani 

said 

Police did not identify the trooper who shot Yohman. 

Limani said authorities still are reviewing whether Yohman 

fired a shot. 

An unmarked police car parked along Swede Hill Road 

had two apparent bullet holes in its back window. 

A nearby homeowner, Frank Golden, said he heard three 

shots fired sometime around 4:30 or 4:45 p.m. as he 

prepared to leave his home for Christmas Eve Mass. 

He saw five or six troopers run down Swede Hill Road 

toward Yohman's home with drawn weapons, including one 

officer who jumped a fence at Golden's house and ran 

through his snow-covered yard. 

"I told my wife to get down because you never know 

what might happen," Golden said. 

Peck said his office is investigating in conjunction with 

the state police. He noted that Coroner Ken Bacha normally 

conducts inquests into fatal shootings involving police 

officers in the county. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/we

stmoreland/s_715367.html 

 

10-12-24 Attorney's mother posts bail in shooting  

David Manilla is facing a manslaughter charge for 

allegedly shooting and killing a Quakertown man while 

hunting in Richland on Nov. 29.  

David Manilla will be home for Christmas.  

The 49-year-old Worcester attorney, who is facing a 

manslaughter charge for allegedly shooting and killing a 

Quakertown man while hunting in Richland on Nov. 29, 

was released from Bucks County Prison after his mother 

posted his $200,000 bail, authorities said Thursday.  
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While the money to secure Manilla's release was in place 

earlier this week, authorities held him until he arranged to 

have his arsenal of shotguns and rifles surrendered.  

Officials released Manilla after more than 20 weapons 

were turned in. Investigators believe that is all the firearms 

he owned, but are checking to ensure Manilla has no more 

stashed away.  

"Given the screwy nature of his behavior in the past, we 

intend to continue to follow up," said Bucks County District 

Attorney David Heckler.  

As a condition of bail, Manilla was ordered to have no 

contact with the family of Barry Groh, the 52-year-old 

father of two who Manilla is accused of killing.  

Manilla is free as he awaits a scheduled Jan. 31 

preliminary hearing. He spent six days in jail, having been 

incarcerated Dec. 17 following an arraignment in 

Quakertown district court in which District Judge C. Robert 

Roth set bail at 10 percent of $2,000,000 - $200,000.  

Manilla's lawyers had argued for a bail of 10 percent of 

$100,000, or $10,000. Prosecutor Robert James called for a 

straight $2 million bail, characterizing Manilla, a convicted 

felon, as reckless and contemptuous of the law.  

Authorities have pointed out that Manilla, an attorney of 

nearly 20 years who specializes in DUI cases, was also 

cited for careless hunting following a 1993 incident in 

Schuylkill County in which another hunter was shot in the 

neck. The injured man, Ronald Rautzahn, then 59, survived.  

Manilla was hunting with his uncle, former Montgomery 

County District Attorney Michael D. Marino, the day Groh 

was killed.  

Manilla, Marino and a third hunter, Robert Monestero, 

were riding on an all-terrain vehicle on an 88-acre rural 

property Manilla then owned at 1155 California Road.  

Later saying that he thought he had seen a deer, Manilla, 

who was driving, stopped abruptly, jumped off the vehicle 

and quickly fired his .30-06 rifle into the woods, authorities 

allege.  

http://www.phillyburbs.com/news/local/the_intelligencer

/the_intelligencer_news_details/article/27/2010/december/2

4/attorneys-mother-posts-bail-in-shooting.html 

 

10-12-24  2 held in thefts of arms from kin 

Two Hempfield residents are accused of stealing guns 

and ammunition from the father of one of the suspects and 

selling one of the guns for heroin. 

Danielle Nicolette Lenz, 26, and Billy Joe Hill, 26, both 

of 3236 Route 136, was charged Dec. 1 with burglary, theft 

by unlawful taking, criminal conspiracy, criminal trespass 

and receiving stolen property. 

Lenz and Hill were arraigned Wednesday before 

Jeannette District Judge Joseph DeMarchis and held in 

Westmoreland County Prison. Bond was set at $25,000 for 

Hill and $5,000 for Lenz. 

According to the criminal complaint filed by Jeannette 

police, the pair took a semi-automatic Tek 9-mm handgun, 

four 40-round magazines and a 45-caliber Derringer pistol 

from Donald Lenz, father of Danielle. 

Hill allegedly stole the handgun July 22 and contacted a 

man identified only as "Q" to line up 80 bags of heroin. Hill 

and Danielle Lenz then took the firearm to Whitaker in 

Allegheny County and traded it for the heroin, according to 

police. 

Police said they returned to her father's Jeannette 

residence on July 29 and took about $5 to $10 worth of 

pennies and went back Aug. 2 to take the pistol. 

Danielle Lenz allegedly told police she knew they were 

going to her father's house each time to take items without 

his permission. 

The pair is scheduled to go before DeMarchis for a 

preliminary hearing Jan. 13 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/we

stmoreland/s_715220.html 

 

10-12-24 "We're Fighting A War": Civilian 

Disarmament and the Martial Law Mindset  

Denver resident Shawn Miller is accused of several acts 

of criminal violence. On one occasion, he and an associate 

beat a pedestrian, leaving the man with a broken knee and a 

permanent physical disability. In a second assault, Miller 

and another buddy beat a disabled Iraq war veteran so 

severely --using both fists and clubs -- that he briefly "flat-

lined" as EMTs treated him. 

The facts in those cases are not disputed, yet Miller has 

not been charged with a crime. However, he is being sued 

by Jason Anthony Graber, one of his victims. In light of 

Miller's documented history of criminal violence, the 

plaintiff's attorney has demanded that the assailant not be 

permitted to bring a firearm while being deposed. 

Miller protests that this is an unconscionable act of 

"oppression." With the aid of the Denver City Attorney, 

Miller -- an Officer with the Denver Police Department -- 

has filed a petition with the U.S. District Court seeking a 

"protective order" allowing him to be armed during the 

depositions. 

The Department's Operation Manual requires that 

officers be "armed at all times" -- a provision that poses 

some interesting challenges for officers who choose to 

bathe, assuming that there are any who do. "Requiring a 

uniformed or non-uniformed police officer to disarm when 

he is compelled to give a deposition at an attorney's office, 

or at any other unsecured location, presents a significant 

officer safety issue," whines an affidavit provided by Lt. 

Dikran Kushdilian of the Denver PD. 

Attorney David Lane, who is representing Graber, quite 

sensibly insists that some precautions must be taken in 

deposing people who are "defendants because they have 

acted illegally and violently toward others in the past." 
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The Denver Police Department has a well-earned 

reputation for brutality and corruption, and Lane has 

deposed more than a few abusive cops, and those 

proceedings "can get very contentious. When I'm cross-

examining cops about their misconduct, past and present, 

they get angry, and I don't wish to depose angry people who 

have a long history of violent behavior while they're wearing 

a gun strapped to their waist." 

Lane demands that the deposition take place in a setting 

in which neither side is armed. Denver's municipal 

government demands that the examination should take place 

at the federal Courthouse, where Miller and other officers in 

similar cases "would surrender their weapons to the custody 

of the U.S. Marshall [sic], and would be unarmed during the 

deposition."  

In other words, it's not quite the case that Denver 

officers have to be "armed at all times"; the critical issue is 

the preservation of the government's monopoly on the 

"legitimate" use of force in all circumstances. Lane should 

counter Denver's demand by offering to permit Miller to 

carry his firearm to the deposition, while specifying that he 

and his associates would also be armed. The official 

response to that counter-proposal would be instructive. 

While Lane most likely wouldn't choose that approach, 

he is sensible enough to recognize that the State's agents of 

armed coercion are the most dangerous element in society, 

and prudent enough to act on that understanding. 

Owing to the tireless efforts of the organs of official 

indoctrination, a large portion of the public assumes that the 

opposite is true, and as a result can be easily convinced that 

only those commissioned to commit violence on behalf of 

government can be entrusted with the means to do so. 

A splendid example of this deadly agitprop is offered by 

the "Toy Gun Bash," which was first inflicted on 

Providence, Rhode Island seven years ago by the criminal 

clique running the municipal government. 

Each year around Christmastime, children living in 

Providence are compelled to line up and feed their toy guns 

into the maw of the “Bash-O-Matic,” a device described by 

the Boston Globe as “a large, black, foam creature with 

churning metal teeth and the shape of a cockroach spliced 

with a frog.” In exchange for feeding their toy guns into this 

recombinant monstrosity, each child is given a substitute toy 

that is deemed to be suitably "non-violent." They are also 

forced to endure a harangue regarding "the dangers of 

playing with guns, real or fake." 

The Providence event, continues the Globe, is "a version 

of the gun buyback program in which adults trade firearms 

for gift certificates.” 

In fact, gun “buyback” programs are a form of what Dr. 

Edward J. Laurance of the UN’s Register of Conventional 

Arms calls “micro-disarmament” — or, more to the point, 

civilian disarmament. 

The expression “buyback” assumes that government has 

a monopoly on the use of force, and that only duly 

authorized agents of officially sanctioned violence should be 

permitted to own guns and other weapons — and thus the 

State is taking back from Mundanes a privilege to which 

they’re not entitled. 

Gun “buyback” and turn-in programs are a common 

feature of military occupations, both here and abroad. U.S. 

military personnel in Haiti, Somalia, the Balkans, Iraq, and 

Afghanistan have employed that tactic (as David Kramer 

notes, this helps the occupiers to acquire a useful hoard of 

“drop guns” that can be used to frame innocent people  as 

“terrorists” or “insurgents"). The same approach was used 

to disarm American Indians as they were cattle-penned on 

reservations. 

Over the past decade, UN-aligned activists in several 

countries have staged events in which guns confiscated from 

civilians have been destroyed, a ritual sometimes called the 

“Bonfire of the Liberties.” This is in keeping with UN-

promoted dogma (expressed most forcefully in its 2000 

agitprop film Armed to the Teeth) that the only “legal” 

weapons are those “used by armies and police forces to 

protect us,” and that civilian ownership of firearms is 

“illegitimate.”  

The UN’s campaign for civilian disarmament -- which, 

just like matters of national disarmament, is assigned to the 

world body's Office for Disarmament Affairs -- was 

inaugurated in 2000 as part of the “human security” agenda 

promoted by then-UN Secretary General Kofi Annan. In 

late 1993 and early 1994, Annan -- who at the time was 

head of the world body’s “peacekeeping” operations -- 

presided over the disarmament, and subsequent annihilation, 

of roughly 1.1 million Rwandans. 

Annan was actually an accessory before the fact to that 

genocide: Informed in early 1994 of the impending slaughter 

by Romeo Dallaire, the Canadian officer commanding UN 

peacekeeping troops, Annan ordered Dallaire to pass along 

his intelligence to the same government that was planning 

the massacre. 

Dallaire, who had been ordered to disarm the future 

victims, was ordered not to raid the government arms caches 

that were later used to carry out the murder rampage. 

Most of the killing was carried out by machete-wielding 

mobs acting as government subcontractors. But it would 

have been impossible to butcher hundreds of thousands of 

armed people, nor would the mobs have been able to round 

up and annihilate the targeted population without the active 

support provided by the regime’s armies and police forces 

— you know, the armed agents of state violence who were 

there to “protect” those who were hacked to pieces. 

Children should learn what happened in places like 

Germany, Cambodia, and Rwanda (as well as places like 

Sand Creek and Wounded Knee) when people willingly 
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surrendered their guns to their rulers — but a government 

school classroom is no place for lessons of that kind. 

One of the cases used to promote the Toy Gun Bash in 

Providence actually underscores the reliably fatal 

consequences of a government monopoly on force. The 

Globe points out that as children were herded toward the 

Bash-O-Matic, they were told the cautionary tale “of a 14-

year-old boy who police nearly shot after they confused his 

air pistol with a real gun.” For rational people, this incident 

illustrates the compelling need to disarm the police, rather 

than swipe toys from innocent children. 

The same schools that use DARE programs to recruit 

children into the Pavlik Morozov Brigade consistently force 

psychotropic drugs on children who display unfortunate 

symptoms of non-conformity. This principle applies to the 

issue of firearms: In the name of “Zero Tolerance,” children 

are routinely punished for such supposed offenses as 

bringing toy “weapons” to school (including -- I am not 

making this up -- candy canes), improvising them from 

school supplies, or even drawing pictures of guns, yet they 

are routinely encouraged to write letters to members of the 

imperial military who are “serving our country”  by killing 

people who have done us no harm. 

Those who insist that religion has no place in the 

government-run school system aren’t paying attention: The 

entire purpose of “public” education is to catechize 

youngsters in the worship of the Divine State. Rituals like 

Providence’s Toy Gun Bash serve a sacramental function; 

they are the equivalent of a child’s first communion in the 

government-sponsored church of collectivist self-

destruction. 

While the little lambs are taught to be docile, submissive 

sheeple, the Regime is honing the lupine instincts of those 

supposedly tasked to protect them. 

The Las Vegas Review-Journal recently described how 

recruits at the Metropolitan Police Department Academy are 

indoctrinated into perceiving the world as a 360 degree 

battlefield, where they are perpetually under siege and 

should be prepared to employ lethal force without 

hesitation. 

"When you put that badge on, there are people who want 

to kill you," intoned Officer Wil Germonsen, who -- like a 

large and growing number of local police officers, has a 

military background. 

The Review-Journal plays an extended riff on the 

familiar, fatuous, and entirely false assumption that law 

enforcement is a spectacularly dangerous occupation: 

"After some time on the street, the recruits will never see 

the world the same way. They'll always be on guard -- 

carrying a gun on duty and off, checking out fellow 

shoppers at the grocery store, thinking about those worst-

case scenarios while having dinner with the family. It's like 

a switch that flips on and never turns off...." 

"I believe every single recruit here, when they put that 

badge on, they are warriors," insists Germonsen. "We're 

fighting a war." 

What this means, of course, is that the state-created 

armed tribe to which Germonsen belongs is an army of 

occupation -- primed to kill, given broad discretion in the 

use of lethal force, and trained to consider all of us who 

don't belong to their tribe as potentially lethal enemies. 

Some way had better be found -- and pretty damned soon -- 

to de-fang those wolves in sheepdog disguise.  Meanwhile, it 

would be wise to do what we can to avoid placing ourselves 

at a potentially fatal disadvantage when dealing with those 

who belong to the Brotherhood of Sanctified Violence. 

                                                     UPDATE: Bringing 

the War Home  

"Many law enforcement officers called up to fight in Iraq 

and Afghanistan are finding it difficult to readjust to their 

jobs once home, bringing back heightened survival instincts 

that may make them quicker to use force and showing less 

patience toward the people they serve," reports the AP.  

A report compiled last year by the International 

Association of Chiefs of Police and the Justice Department's 

Bureau of Justice Assistance "warns that the blurring of the 

line between combat and confrontations with criminal 

suspects at home may result in `inappropriate decisions and 

actions — particularly in the use of ... force. This similarity 

... could result in injury or death to an innocent civilian.'" 

The Imperial Military makes increasing use of 

Guardsmen and Reservists whose "civilian" job is domestic 

law enforcement, and domestic police agencies increasingly 

recruit from the ranks of combat veterans. As noted above, 

police recruits are being trained to consider themselves 

"warriors" on a battlefield, rather than peace officers. We 

really should dispense with the illusion that contemporary 

law enforcement is anything other than the domestic branch 

of a seamlessly integrated military apparatus. (h/t The 

Agitator.) 

                                   Second Update: Seattle as a 

Battlefront 

Courtesy of commenter QB we see the following video 

of 27-year-old Seattle Police Officer Ian Birk gunning down 

John T. Williams, an artisan who was carrying a carving 

knife and a block of wood. No more than four seconds pass 

between Birk's demand (it wasn't a lawful order, because 

Williams was threatening no one) that he drop the knife, and 

the first of several gunshots fired by the officer. The entire 

encounter lasted roughly eight seconds. 

Williams had a troubled past, but was not known to be 

violent. He had some emotional problems and, most 

importantly, was functionally deaf -- which meant that he 

couldn't hear the demand that he drop his knife -- which was 

closed when photographed by crime scene investigators, 

despite Birk's claim that it was open at the time of the 

shooting. 



 

 
Page 45

A peace officer in this situation would have taken at 

least a little more time to resolve the situation without 

drawing his gun, let alone discharging it. But, as we've seen 

on numerous occasions, contemporary law enforcement 

officers are on a war footing, which means that their default 

setting is "overkill." 

It's worth noting that one of the officers who responded 

to Birk's "shots fired" report tells him that he did the "right 

thing" -- even though the official review subsequently ruled 

that the shooting wasn't justified. 

http://freedominourtime.blogspot.com/2010/12/were-

fighting-war-civilian-disarmament.html 

 

10-12-24 Redbank man charged for shooting at cop 

A Redbank Township man was charged Thursday with 

shooting at a Kittanning police officer following a chase 

Sunday along Tarrtown Road in East Franklin. 

Tobias Wade Allen, 37, of Hillcrest Drive, faces 

numerous charges, including unlawfully possessing a 

firearm and driving under the influence. He was arraigned 

yesterday morning and committed to the Armstrong County 

Jail. A preliminary hearing is scheduled for Jan. 5. 

According to an affidavit of probable cause filed by state 

police, Allen and Jacqueline Rearick went out together in 

Rearick's 1999 Mercury Cougar on Saturday. Later, they 

drove to a residence in Mahoning Township where Allen 

had been staying and Rearick went to sleep. 

Police said Allen called his mother and said he was going 

to visit an estranged girlfriend in Cambria County. Between 

midnight and 1 a.m. Sunday, Allen allegedly emptied 

Rearick's purse and took at least $10, two cell phones and 

the keys to the Cougar, leaving the woman a note, according 

to court documents. 

Allen allegedly left the residence in the car with a 

Winchester 12-gauge shotgun loaded with three rounds, 

police said. 

At about 1:30 a.m. the Cougar was seen by Kittanning 

Borough police officer Greg Koprivnak running a red light 

at the intersection of Market and Water streets, the affidavit 

says. The officer followed the vehicle across the Kittanning 

Citizens Bridge and onto Tarrtown Road where a chase 

ensued. 

"(Tarrtown Road) is dark and the defendant began to 

travel at speeds of 80 to 90 miles per hour," police wrote in 

court documents. 

The borough officer distanced himself from the Cougar 

when he saw the driver was having trouble maintaining 

control, police said. 

Allen crashed the vehicle into a tree in Tarrtown at 

Adrian Road and sustained facial lacerations. He fled into 

nearby woods and as the Kittanning officer approached the 

Cougar on foot believing the driver was still inside, Allen 

allegedly shot the gun in the vicinity of the officer. 

After leaving the scene on foot, Allen fell through ice on 

the Allegheny River and allegedly entered an office trailer 

belonging to Hanson Aggregates Inc. about a mile from the 

accident scene. 

Police recovered the shotgun and blood from ice on the 

Allegheny River. Allen was found in the trailer at 4:12 a.m. 

and was taken into custody on a probation violation for 

failure to abstain from alcohol while police continued their 

investigation into who was driving the vehicle. 

"At that time, his pants and boots were wet from the 

knee down," police wrote. 

A breath test indicated that Allen's blood-alcohol content 

three hours after the crash was .134. The legal limit to drive 

is .08. 

Allen is charged with unlawful possession of a firearm, 

criminal trespass, fleeing or attempting to elude a police 

officer, reckless endangerment, unauthorized us of a vehicle, 

theft, receiving stolen property, driving while operating 

privilege is suspended or revoked, running a red light, 

speeding, careless driving and two counts of driving under 

the influence. 

According to court documents, Allen pleaded guilty in 

2008 to unlawful restraint in Clarion County, making it 

illegal for him to possess a firearm. He had been named a 

"person of interest" in the investigation following his 

commitment to the jail on the probation violation. 

Harassment charges are pending against Wade in 

Cambria County Court of Common Pleas. During the past 

several years, Allen has faced charges in Armstrong, 

Clarion and Cambria counties including burglary, driving 

without a license, terroristic threats and assault, according 

to court documents 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/leadertimes/news/s_71

5233.html 

 

10-12-23 ATF Agent Admits Stealing Money Seized 

During Search 

CLEVELAND — A former special agent with the 

Cleveland Office of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 

Firearms and Explosives pleaded guilty to stealing money 

that had been seized during the execution of a federal search 

warrant. 

Steven Campbell, 32, entered the guilty plea on 

Wednesday before United States Magistrate Judge Gregory 

White. 

"Just as we hold public officials accountable for 

wrongdoing, we hold federal agents accountable as well," 

United States Attorney Barbara L. McQuade said. 

The search warrant in question was executed on Oct. 18 

at a suspected drug house. 

Campbell stole and then concealed in his clothing 

approximately $46,785 recovered during the search. He was 

busted when another federal agent observed the theft in 

progress 



 

 
Page 46

http://www.fox8.com/news/wjw-news-cleveland-atf-

agent-steals-search-warrant-money,0,6096440.story 

 

10-12-22 Switzerland - Emotions and tradition clash 

over anti-gun move 

Supporters and opponents of a proposal aimed at 

limiting access to guns have launched their campaigns 

ahead of a nationwide vote in February. 

Switzerland has the highest number of arms per capita, 

with estimates varying between 1.2 million and 2.3 million. 

But exact data are not available as there is no central arms 

register.  

Shaken by a number of high-profile killings over the past 

decade a broad alliance of human rights groups, churches, 

women’s organisations, trade unions and centre-left political 

parties has succeeded in forcing a nationwide ballot on an 

anti-gun initiative. 

 As in other countries many arms are in the hands of 

hunters, collectors and marksmen in Switzerland. Yet one of 

the peculiarities of the country is that members of the militia 

army keep their personal army-issue guns at home - in many 

cases even following completion of mandatory service. 

 It is a long tradition that carbines, pistols and even 

assault rifles - a standard infantry weapon - are kept in 

Swiss households. 

 For decades the high number of firearms in the public 

sphere appeared to give little cause for concern. The 

problems only came to the fore in the context of a series of 

attacks and family killings, including the attack by a lone 

gunman on a cantonal parliament in 2001 and the murder of 

a former Swiss ski star by her husband four years ago. 

 A recent survey by criminologist Martin Killias 

estimates that up to 300 people are killed by army-issue 

firearms annually in Switzerland. 

Broad coalition 

A 70-strong coalition from civil society - backed by the 

centre-left Social Democrats and the Greens - last year 

handed in the necessary number of signatures for an 

initiative which seeks to set up a national arms register and 

ban army-issue firearms from private households. 

 It also aims to tighten regulations for licensed gun 

holders in an effort to fight possible abuse. 

 “It’s hard to understand why it should not be possible to 

set up a national database for a tool that can be used to kill - 

and that in a country where every cow, dog and parrot is 

registered,” said Jean-Pierre Monti of the union representing 

employees of the federal police force. 

 Jacques de Haller of the Swiss Medical Association 

adds that the initiative is not a pacifist smokescreen to 

weaken the army. 

 “We want to save lives, not do away with the army,” he 

said. 

 Storing army firearms in private homes is a serious 

security risk as the suicide rate among young men is 

particularly high, prevention specialists warn. 

 The slogan of the campaigners is, aptly, “Protect your 

family – vote yes to preventing gun violence”. Posters 

picture a teddy bear with blood dripping from a hole in its 

chest. 

Enough 

However, most parties in parliament, notably from the 

centre-right and rightwing, as well as the government have 

come out against the initiative. 

 Opening the campaign at the beginning of December, 

Justice Minister Simonetta Sommaruga said the current gun 

law was sufficient to protect the population against misuse  

and that the initiative would be difficult to put into practice. 

 Yvan Perrin, a parliamentarian for the rightwing Swiss 

People’s Party argues that a central database is a first step 

towards banning firearms altogether. 

 Perrin adds that a ban to keep army-issue guns in 

households is tantamount to disarming soldiers and would 

seriously undermine mandatory shooting practice and 

traditional shooting competitions. 

 “Allowing members of the armed forces to keep their 

guns at home is a sign of respect by the state for its 

citizens,” Perrin said. 

 The initiative wants army-issue firearms to be stored in 

arsenals and discharged soldiers - except for licensed 

marksmen - would no longer be able to keep their guns. 

 But the exemptions leave Perrin unconvinced. 

 “If they insist on a strict application of the initiative 

hardly anybody will be able to prove that they do need the 

weapon,” he argued. 

Emotions, tradition 

Less than eight weeks before the vote on February 13, 

the campaign still has to pick up but it has already become 

clear how emotional and controversial the issue is perceived 

to be by the public. 

 An interview with a former senior defence ministry 

official who came out in favour of the initiative prompted a 

wave of readers’ feedback – from both supporters and 

opponents. 

 Defence Minister Ueli Maurer felt it was necessary to 

respond publicly, alleging the retired official was out of 

touch with reality and lacked credibility. 

 Opponents of the initiative have dismissed a call by a 

United Nations committee to restrict access to firearms in 

Switzerland as an interference in internal affairs. 

 “The Swiss are responsible citizens and they decide 

themselves about Swiss laws,” a curt statement put it. 

http://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/politics/internal_affairs/Emoti

ons_and_tradition_clash_over_anti-

gun_move.html?cid=29083616 

 



 

 
Page 47

10-12-22 Washington Co DA won't seek death 

penalty in homicide cases 

Washington County District Attorney Steven Toprani 

won't seek the death penalty against two 19-year-old men 

who are accused of killing two other men in separate 

incidents.  

Ian Angus McClain of Follansbee, W.Va., and Keith 

Edward Jones of Monessen were formally arraigned 

Tuesday on criminal homicide charges by Washington 

County Judge Paul Pozonsky.  

McClain is accused of striking Saverio Veltri, 44, of 

Weirton, W.Va., in the head with a club following a road 

rage incident on Route 22 in Smith Township Sept. 20. 

Veltri remained in a coma in a Pittsburgh hospital until his 

death Oct. 10. The Allegheny County medical examiner 

ruled the death a homicide, caused by trauma to the head.  

McClain denied striking Veltri when first interviewed by 

state police. He later told police that both men were 

traveling west when Veltri's vehicle passed his and the two 

men exchanged gestures. Veltri then "spiked his brakes," 

causing McClain's vehicle to strike the rear of Veltri's car 

twice.  

Both men got out of their vehicles and exchanged words. 

McClain told police he became frightened for his safety and 

that of his 16-year-old girlfriend, who was a passenger, 

because of Veltri's gestures and verbal threats.  

He went to his car, got the baton from the trunk and hit 

Veltri once in the head, McClain said.  

McClain said Veltri fell to the ground, got up and went 

back to his vehicle. McClain then struck Veltri's vehicle 

about 10 times with the baton.  

When police arrived, Veltri was conscious and had a 

mark above his left ear. He complained of dizziness and was 

taken to Weirton Medical Center, and then was transferred 

to a Pittsburgh hospital.  

Jones is accused of killing Jeron X. Grayson, 18, of 

Monessen, at an off-campus California University of 

Pennsylvania homecoming party on Oct. 17.  

Grayson, a Hampton (Va.) University freshman, had 

returned home for the weekend. He allegedly was shot by 

Jones, who police say pulled out a handgun at the party 

after his friend was struck over the head. A round was fired 

into the ceiling while Jones struggled over the weapon with 

an unknown man inside Apartment F in a building at 

Mechanic and Second streets.  

Grayson was standing inside the front door when a spray 

of bullets was unleashed into the apartment. One bullet 

penetrated the door about chest high, according to police.  

Grayson died at 2:42 a.m. of a single gunshot to his left 

side after the bullet traveled through both lungs and his 

heart.  

Jones is charged with criminal homicide, aggravated 

assault, reckless endangerment, firearms not to be carried 

and discharge of a firearm into an occupied structure.  

Assistant District Attorney Chad Schneider said the 

death penalty will not be sought against either man because 

"we don't have the information to support aggravating 

circumstances." 

 

10-12-22 Bullet fired into toddler's room; father 

charged 

An 18-year-old Reading man was arrested after he fired 

a gun into the bedroom where his 18-month-old daughter 

was sleeping, city police said Tuesday. 

Luis V. Sanabria was arguing with the child's 

grandmother on the porch of her residence in the 500 block 

of Spring Street on Monday about 9:30 p.m., police said. 

Sanabria of the 500 block of North Eighth Street stepped 

off the porch, pointed the handgun at a second-floor window 

and fired one shot, investigators said. 

The bullet went through the window and hit the ceiling 

above the baby's crib, investigators said. 

No one was injured. 

Police gave this further account: 

Sanabria initially argued over the telephone with the 

child's 16-year-old mother about her new boyfriend. She 

told him to leave her alone and hung up. 

Sanabria went to her home, where the child's 

grandmother stopped him on the porch. 

Police withheld the names of the grandmother and her 

daughter. 

Sanabria was arrested in the 600 block of Spring Street 

shortly after the shooting. 

He was charged with aggravated and simple assault, 

recklessly endangering another person, discharging a 

firearm into an occupied structure and firearms offenses. 

Sanabria was committed to Berks County Prison in lieu 

of $75,000 bail after arraignment before Senior District 

Judge Gloria W. Stitzel in Reading Central Court. 

http://readingeagle.com/article.aspx?id=273208 

 

10-12-22 Inquirer Editorial: Slain hunter deserves 

justice 

Bucks County hunter Barry Groh had the grim 

misfortune to come within range of another hunter who was 

a felon and a lawyer, no less, who had been given too many 

second chances and shouldn't have had a weapon in his 

hands.  

The senseless slaying of Groh, 52, of Quakertown - 

which resulted in manslaughter, weapons, and other charges 

Friday against David Manilla, 49, of Worcester - is deeply 

troubling on many fronts.  

Manilla belatedly admitted that he shot the fellow deer 

hunter in the Bucks countryside late last month. Manilla, the 

nephew of a once-prominent county politician, was jailed on 

$2 million bail after Bucks County District Attorney David 

W. Heckler and county detectives solved what had been a 

mystery for weeks.  
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While riding an ATV with two other hunters, Manilla 

said he accidentally fired off the lethal round from a high-

powered rifle at what he thought was a deer. Instead, 

Manilla killed Groh, a husband and father of two, who was 

in the process of hauling away a deer he had shot.  

Those details would be damning enough, but it gets 

worse. Manilla was convicted of bludgeoning a man 25 

years ago. As a felon, he was barred from hunting with a 

firearm, much less one that is banned in this region.  

Manilla had also previously shot another hunter in 

Schuylkill County in 1994. With a history of shooting a gun 

despite being a felon, Manilla deserves no lenience if 

convicted.  

He appears to think and act as if he is above the law.  

Even worse, after shooting the fatal round, Manilla and 

two hunting buddies waited a half-hour to summon help as 

Groh lay in a creek Nov. 29. They said nothing to a 

paramedic about Groh's having been shot, leaving the 

paramedic to speculate he suffered a heart attack. Then they 

left the area without waiting for police to question them, 

authorities say.  

More troubling, Manilla's hunting party included his 

uncle, former Montgomery County District Attorney 

Michael D. Marino.  

That's two men with legal degrees who behaved in ways 

that deserve scrutiny, and perhaps action, by the state 

lawyers' disciplinary panel. At the very least, they behaved 

despicably in failing to alert authorities to the shooting 

sooner and in not providing a full account of the incident.  

Authorities said Marino - who admitted he knew it was 

illegal for Manilla, as a felon, to carry a rifle - took nine 

days to come forward with information that helped solve the 

case. Marino's political friend, Bruce Castor, a Montgomery 

County Commissioner, issued a statement praising him for 

providing "a complete account of what happened." Please.  

Any justice for the Groh family that comes from this is 

due to Heckler and his aides. They pursued the truth despite 

clear attempts to evade responsibility for a deadly act that 

prosecutors described as reckless and cowardly. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/opinion/112299874.html 

 

10-12-22 'Cold-blooded murder': GA Police officer 

investigating disturbance shoots and kills family's pet 

dog 

A teenager has been left devastated after a police officer 

arriving at his home to investigate a disturbance shot and 

killed his pet dog. 

Jonathan King, 19, claimed the policeman simply drew 

his gun and fired at Boomer, his seven-year-old Golden 

Retriever. 

Mr King said today: 'Boomer was doing what he was 

supposed to do, barking at someone who isn't supposed to 

be on my land 

'I feel like my best friend is gone,' he added. 'I feel like 

cold-blooded murder happened on my front lawn. 

'Just because he's a police officer doesn't mean he can 

walk into someone's yard and shoot their dog.' 

The officer who has not been named, was on foot patrol 

in Jonesboro, Georgia, U.S., on Saturday when the incident 

took place. 

Mr King said he did not witness the shooting, but that a 

neighbour told him he saw Boomer approach the policeman 

before instantly falling to the ground after being shot. 

Speaking to ABC News, Mr King said: 'My neighbour 

told me it happened so quick that he was speechless. 

'He said that he didn't think you could even pull your 

firearm out and discharge it that fast.' 

A spokeswoman for the Clayton County Police 

Department today said the dog had jumped off its porch and 

'began barking and running' towards the officer. 

Captain Tina Daniel said the officer ordered the dog to 

stop and when it didn't, he shot and killed the animal. 

The King family's property had an electric fence to keep 

Boomer from roaming free, but there was no sign alerting 

the officer that it was there, Capt Daniel said. 

Mr King's mother, Lawrene King, told reporters that 

Boomer always barked when he saw someone but had never 

bitten anyone. 

Her tearful son said the dog had given the his mother and 

five siblings a 'sense of security' since his father died of 

cancer eight years earlier. 

He said: 'It's killing them just as much as me, they loved 

the dog too. http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-

1340577/Cold-blooded-murder-Police-officer-investigating-

disturbance-shoots-kills-familys-pet-

dog.html#ixzz1942yu3GQ  

 

10-12-21 Man Accidentally Carries Loaded Gun 

Onto Plane; TSA Failure Rate May Approach 70% 

It seems like terrorists don’t even need to think of crazy 

new shoe, underwear, or pancake bombs to get around the 

TSA, since airport security seems to have forgotten what 

normal weapons look like. Though they still won’t let me 

bring four ounces of conditioner onto the plane. 

About a year ago, Houston businessman Farid Sief 

accidentally brought his loaded Glock on a flight from 

Houston’s Bush Intercontinental Airport. The loaded gun, 

which Seif carries for protection, was tucked away in his 

laptop case, and should have been clearly visible since he 

had to take his laptop out of the bag, which was practically 

empty. 

“I mean, this is not a small gun,” Seif said. “It’s a .40 

caliber gun.” … “There’s nothing else in there. How can 

you miss it? You cannot miss it,” Seif said. [ABC News] 

Seif was shocked when he realized halfway through his 

flight that the gun was still in his bag. He reported it as soon 

as he landed. Not that we haven’t seen this before with 
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things like six-inch hunting knives or 12-inch razor blades, 

but aren’t x-ray machines put in place specifically to detect 

bulky chunks of metal like guns? The scary part is that a 

TSA spokesperson told ABC news that this isn’t an 

uncommon lapse of security: 

Authorities tell ABC News the incident is not 

uncommon, but how often it occurs is a closely guarded 

government secret. Experts say every year since the 

September 11 attacks, federal agencies have conducted 

random, covert tests of airport security. A person briefed on 

the latest tests tells ABC News the failure rate approaches 

70 percent at some major airports. Two weeks ago, TSA’s 

new director said every test gun, bomb part or knife got past 

screeners at some airports. [ABC News] 

The authorities told ABC that “remedial training” was 

provided to the screeners at Bush. AKA they said, “hey 

guys, this is what a gun looks like.” As if this is somehow 

supposed to make us feel better, the ABC News story notes 

that the incident occurred before the controversial advanced 

screening “pornoscanners” and pat down measures were put 

into place. 

Good to know that you just need carry your gun or bomb 

in your bag instead of on your body to get around them. It’s 

official: I’m never flying again. 

http://blogs.discovermagazine.com/80beats/2010/12/21/

man-accidentally-carries-loaded-gun-onto-plane-tsa-failure-

rate-may-approach-70/ 

 

10-12-21 New MI law would teach children gun 

safety 

GENESEE COUNTY, Michigan — Nothing but the 

threat of death to him or others will get Swartz Creek police 

Officer Ken Szmansky to pull his gun from its holster. 

Not even show and tell for the young students he teaches 

gun safety to each year. 

“Here I am in uniform, I have a gun on my hip. I would 

never pull it out and show you because it’s a dangerous 

weapon. I’m not gonna pull it out unless I need to use it.” 

That hands-off-guns message is the crux of a new law 

aimed at getting more firearm safety lessons to elementary-

aged students. 

The law, which passed both houses and made its way to 

the governor’s desk this week, requires the state’s education 

department to craft a model gun safety program for 

elementary schools and encourages all public schools to 

participate. 

The measure has nothing to do with teaching youngsters 

to use a gun, said state Sen. John Gleason, D-Flushing, who 

sponsored the bill. Instead, he added, it’s designed to teach 

kids what guns are, how serious they are and what they 

should do if they see one: stay away and tell an adult. 

The lessons can be taught by the teachers and can take 

as little as ten minutes per year, Gleason said. 

It’s a message that unearths grim memories for a county 

that saw the youngest school shooting in U.S. history. 

In Feb. 2000, 6-year-old Dedrick Owens shot and killed 

his first grade classmate Kayla Rolland in Beecher’s Buell 

Elementary School in Mt. Morris Twp. with a handgun he 

found in his uncle’s house. 

“I can promise you that when that young lad shot Kayla 

Rolland, when he pulled that trigger he had no idea that 

little girl couldn’t get up off the ground,” Gleason said. “He 

didn’t understand when he pulled that trigger she was dead.” 

The Senator added he thinks today’s children don’t know 

the legitimate uses of a gun, like hunting or target shooting. 

“I don’t think a gun, for a youngster, is considered 

anything more than something to blow away another human 

being,” Gleason said. 

Szmansky, who works as the liaison officer at the 

Swartz Creek School District, has been teaching gun safety 

to elementary students for about five years. 

Szmansky teaches kids “don’t touch and notify” and 

encourages parents to keep weapons locked up. 

“Don’t think just because you hide it someplace doesn’t 

mean that your kids don’t know where it’s at,” Szmansky 

said. 

http://www.mlive.com/news/flint/index.ssf/2010/12/new_la

w_would_teach_children_g.html 

 

10-12-19 Buyback program takes guns off Pittsburgh 

streets 

Mike Hartle decided it was time to get rid of the two 

handguns he acquired several years ago to protect himself. 

"I have two small kids, ages 4 and 6. I'm just worried 

about them. They are at the age where they are curious 

about everything," said Hartle, 39, of Ohio Township. 

Hartle was one of dozens of people who showed up 

Saturday at Pittsburgh's old No. 1 Firehouse on the 

Boulevard of the Allies to exchange their guns for Giant 

Eagle gift cards. 

By the end of the day, Goods for Guns of Allegheny 

County had collected 75 guns — an odd assortment of 

Saturday Night Specials, imposing rifles, even antique black 

powder and breaktop revolvers. 

"You see some of these guns for sale for $1 in Sears 

catalogs from 1901," said Pittsburgh police Sgt. Tony 

Viscomi, a Zone 3 officer who has volunteered at the event 

for years. Yesterday's was the 16th annual. 

Under the program, each handgun netted $50 in grocery 

gift certificates. Long guns brought a $25 gift certificate. 

Free gun locks and handouts on gun safety were available. 

Tim Kanouff of Baden heard about the gun turn-in on 

television early yesterday. 

"It's a great program," said Kanouff, a target-shooting 

enthusiast and gun collector who turned in a .380 automatic. 

"This weapon is just no longer safe, and this is a great way 

to get rid of it and get a little bit back for it." 
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Under the program, those turning in guns are not asked 

to identify themselves and are not asked any questions, said 

Philip Dacey, president of Goods for Guns, which is funded 

by donations from foundations and individuals. 

Dacey does not view the event as anti-gun. "I am a gun 

guy. I used to go hunting and liked shooting targets," he 

said. 

One gun turned in yesterday was found in the snow, 

Dacey said. In the past, girlfriends of convicted felons have 

turned in guns. 

"We had one woman who brought in her boyfriend's 

backpack — with a gun, crack cocaine and $3,800 in cash," 

Viscomi said. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/pitt

sburgh/s_714467.html 

 

10-12-19 Gun cases tossed out, suspects walk out 

A Gun Court judge's rulings have forced dismissal of 

dozens of cases 

To police and prosecutors, they were all good gun 

pinches. 

In one case, police spotted two men in a car prowling a 

West Philadelphia neighborhood - both wearing bandannas 

masking their faces up to their noses. After officers got the 

men out of their Pontiac, they found two handguns under the 

front seat. 

In another, officers in Kensington tackled a man who 

pulled a handgun after they moved in to break up a 

suspected drug-sales operation. Police recovered a .45-

caliber handgun. 

In a third, a North Philadelphia man dumped two guns 

as he ran from police. He gave a mighty heave to a Tec-9 

handgun, putting it up on a roof. The other tossed gun, also 

a 9mm, shattered the windshield of a parked truck. 

Slam-dunk arrests? 

Not according to Common Pleas Court Judge Paula A. 

Patrick. 

In all three cases, Patrick ruled the police conduct 

unlawful and said prosecutors could not use the seized guns 

as evidence. That effectively doomed any chance at 

conviction. 

The District Attorney's Office is appealing those 

decisions and two dozen more like them by the judge. 

What prosecutors find worrisome is that this pattern has 

emerged over the last year as Patrick has presided over 

Philadelphia Gun Court, a special tribunal founded in 2005 

to combat the city's unusually virulent gun culture. 

The main charge against Gun Court defendants is illegal 

firearms possession. The idea is to crack down early before 

criminals escalate to even more serious gun crimes. 

Among America's largest cities, Philadelphia has the 

highest rates for gunpoint homicides, robberies, and 

assaults, FBI figures show. In the last comparative count, 

84 percent of Philadelphia homicide victims were killed with 

firearms; that was the highest use of guns as the weapon of 

choice for homicide in the nation's top 10 cities. 

Since taking charge of Gun Court almost a year ago, 

prosecutors now contend in appeals, Patrick has repeatedly 

misapplied the law on firearms possession, prompting a 

record number of appeals of her decisions by the D.A.'s 

Office. 

The 27 cases prosecutors are appealing represent a sharp 

spike compared with earlier years. They appealed only 

about five such rulings by the previous two Common Pleas 

Court judges assigned to annual rotations through Gun 

Court, according to an Inquirer analysis of court appellate 

records. 

Patrick, 42, a former civil and criminal defense lawyer 

elected to the bench in 2003, declined a request for an 

interview. 

Samuel Stretton, a veteran defense lawyer who serves as 

Patrick's personal attorney, spoke on her behalf. He noted 

that she had adjudicated about 1,050 gun cases so far. 

Against such a caseload, he said, 27 appeals by 

prosecutors was "totally insignificant." 

"She is really knowledgeable on criminal law. She knows 

what she can and can't do," Stretton said. "And she calls 

them as she sees it. It may be that she suppresses more than 

another judge who doesn't know the law as well as she does, 

and the nuances." 

D. Webster Keogh, Patrick's boss as the administrative 

judge of Common Pleas Court, said, "I think she's done an 

excellent job." 

Overall figures on conviction rates under Patrick were 

not available. 

Keogh said the increase in suppressions might merely be 

a logical outcome in the surge of police searches on the 

street. Philadelphia police have more than doubled their 

annual count of "stop-and-frisks" in recent years - a trend 

challenged by civil-liberties lawyers in a lawsuit last month. 

Patrick, in opinions and remarks from the bench, has 

faulted police for making arrests based on mere hunches or 

weakly founded suspicions. 

"While certain activity may seen generally suspicious or 

'fishy,' it does not necessarily equate to 'reasonable 

suspicion' for purposes of search-and-seizure law," the 

judge said in two opinions, quoting a 2001 state appellate 

court ruling. 

And if the police lack good cause to approach a suspect, 

she concluded, any guns suspects dump while fleeing cannot 

be used as evidence against them. "Abandonment is coerced 

by unlawful police action," she wrote. 

Historically liberal rulings 

Though prosecutors contend that Patrick has been 

unusually pro-defense in suppressing evidence in these 

cases, they also acknowledge that police and prosecutors 

toil in a hostile Pennsylvania legal environment in which key 

appellate rulings restrict searches on the street. 
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"Historically, the Pennsylvania Supreme Court has been 

one of the most liberal courts on search-and-seizure law 

among the states," said Duquesne University law professor 

Bruce Ledewitz, an expert on the state's appellate courts. 

In one of several key opinions on the matter written by 

the late Justice Ralph Cappy, the top public defender in the 

Pittsburgh area before he became a justice, the state 

Supreme Court ruled that prosecutors cannot use discarded 

guns or drugs if the original approach of police lacked legal 

justification. 

In contrast, the U.S. Supreme Court has ruled that it was 

fair game for prosecutors to use tossed-away items as 

evidence. The high court said suspects fleeing police had 

never been legally "seized" in the first place and thus had no 

legal "search-and-seizure" protections regarding anything 

they dumped. 

Pennsylvania's current chief justice, Ronald D. Castille, 

a former Philadelphia district attorney, wrote a blistering 

dissent to Cappy's 1996 decision. 

"Our citizens have an absolute interest in preserving 

their right to be free from unwarranted intrusion by police 

officers," Castille wrote. 

"But our citizens also have the competing right to be free 

from those who roam the streets, destroy the neighborhood, 

and threaten the fabric of our lives and the public safety 

with contraband and weapons on public streets and 

byways." 

Last year, Philadelphia prosecutor Hugh J. Burns Jr., 

chief of the appeals unit for the D.A.'s Office, asked the 

state Supreme Court to rethink the issue and permit the use 

of discarded weapons or drugs as evidence. 

State precedent, Burns wrote, "rewards flight [by 

suspects] and puts the public and the police at risk." 

The high court has not yet decided whether it will 

consider the motion. 

Defense lawyers say the Pennsylvania precedent protects 

not just defendants, but also those who are stopped and 

questioned by police for no good reason and who may never 

be charged. 

In the new federal lawsuit challenging Mayor Nutter's 

"stop-and-frisk" program, attorney David Rudovsky noted 

that Philadelphia police stopped 250,000 pedestrians last 

year, but that only 8 percent of the frisks led to arrests. 

"I have represented hundreds of persons who have been 

stopped, frisked, and humiliated by officers who had no 

cause to do so," Rudovsky has written. 

'Recommended' rating 

When Judge Patrick launched an unsuccessful bid for 

state Superior Court last year, the Pennsylvania Bar 

Association gave her a "recommended" rating, one step 

below its "highly recommended" label. 

The association said lawyers found her to be fair, 

hardworking, and well-organized. Other judges deemed her 

"extremely knowledgeable about the law," the group said. 

After her election to Philadelphia Common Pleas Court 

in 2003 as a Democrat, Patrick heard juvenile crime and 

custody cases until she was assigned the Gun Court position 

for 2010. 

In that role, she has been a productive judge in 

Courtroom 604 of the Criminal Justice Center across from 

City Hall, resolving about 100 more cases so far than the 

number disposed of annually by predecessors. 

Stretton, her spokesman, said Patrick expected to serve 

another year on Gun Court. That would make her the first 

judge to serve for more than a year in the position among 

the six so far assigned to it. 

In their 27 appeals to state Superior Court - none of 

which has been ruled on - prosecutors seek to uphold gun 

arrests clustered mainly between March 2009 and last May. 

In about a third of the arrests, the suspects dumped guns 

as they ran. In about another third, police found the firearms 

in suspects' cars. In the rest, police retrieved them in body 

searches or the guns simply fell out of suspects' clothes. 

The seized guns included several with obliterated serial 

numbers, and ran the gamut from old-fashioned revolvers to 

a Glock with a 29-round magazine. One was loaded with 

explosive hollow-point bullets. 

Here is a look at some of the cases, based on court 

documents, police records and testimony: 

Bandannas and guns 

In the "bandanna case," police seized a loaded Manurhin 

.380 and a loaded Smith & Wesson 9mm from under the 

seats of the Pontiac. 

According to court transcripts and arrest records, the 

arrest unfolded about 10 p.m. Aug. 25, 2009. Police 

initially got onto the suspects after an anonymous caller 

reported that a black Pontiac with heavily tinted windows 

had been circling the area around 54th and Catharine 

Streets in West Philadelphia for more than an hour. 

Officers spotted a Pontiac matching the description 

parked in the 5400 block of Catharine and pulled up to face 

it, shining a light on the front seat. 

Peering through the windshield - the only one without a 

dark tint - they saw something both humorous and 

harrowing: two men trying to pull bandannas off their faces 

but having trouble because the cloths were apparently too 

tightly knotted. 

They were fidgeting, too, in a way that police later 

testified suggested they might have been kicking guns under 

the front seat. 

Police locked the two men, Norman Mapp and Joseph 

Sadar, in the back of their cruiser and searched the Pontiac. 

The 9mm was found under Sadar's seat - the driver's - and 

the .380 under Mapp's. 

Mapp, then 22, was charged with prohibited possession 

of a gun by someone with a criminal record. His record 

includes convictions for drug dealing and assault, as well as 



 

 
Page 52

acquittals or withdrawals on charges of narcotics sales, 

gunpoint robbery, and resisting arrest. 

Sadar, then 23, whose record consisted of one previous 

gun arrest, was charged with carrying a gun without a 

license and illegally carrying a gun in public. 

After a hearing in April, Patrick suppressed the use of 

the guns as evidence against both men, who are on bail 

while that ruling is on appeal. 

Prosecutors maintain that the anonymous report, the 

matching description of the car, and the bandannas gave 

police ample legal reason to stop the car and search it, even 

without a warrant. Patrick did not state her reasoning in 

open court, and she has yet to file a written opinion in the 

case. 

In an interview last week, defense lawyer Scott 

DiClaudio, who represented Sadar, said the judge made the 

right decision. 

For one thing, DiClaudio said, the bandannas were not 

necessarily menacing. 

"They could be doing a lot of things. They could be 

joking around. They could have the things on their heads 

joking around. I do that with my daughter all the time," he 

said. "Just because they were wearing a bandanna in and of 

itself doesn't mean they were going to commit a crime." 

Moreover, DiClaudio said, police had no right to stop 

the car to peer into it. He said the 911 call was too thin a 

justification for stopping the Pontiac. 

Though acknowledging that in some cases police may 

search cars without a warrant, he said that in this case the 

police should have sought a warrant first from a judge. 

"They skipped a step," he said. "They made themselves 

the judge." 

DiClaudio added: 

"That was a close case. I'll be honest with you, that was 

a case that could go either way. But it wasn't a case where 

she abused her discretion." 

But Stretton said there was nothing close about it. He 

said police should have first obtained a search warrant. 

"That one was a no-brainer," he said. "She had to 

suppress." 

Two men on a corner 

It started as surveillance, but escalated into something 

far scarier. 

Veteran narcotics Officer Steven Wheeler and other 

officers set up on Front and Clearfield Streets in 

Kensington, a known hot spot for sales of PCP and 

marijuana. It was quarter to midnight on March 17, 2009. 

Wheeler had his eye on a couple of men. Three times 

Wheeler watched one give something small in exchange for 

cash to people who approached him. 

The other, skinnier, man kept gazing up and down the 

street. When a marked police car passed near, the man 

shouted, "Yo! Yo!" 

Drug seller and lookout, Wheeler concluded. 

When police moved to make arrests, the men bolted. The 

supposed seller got away, but Officer Jonathan Czapore 

closed in on the alleged lookout, later identified as Todd 

Astillero, then 27. 

Shouting, "Police!," Czapore saw Astillero suddenly pull 

a gun from his right jacket pocket. 

The officer tackled him. Astillero crashed to the ground, 

with the hand holding the gun landing under a parked car. 

After Czapore Tasered Astillero, his partner reached to 

retrieve a 9mm gun from under the car. Its serial number 

had been obliterated. 

No drug buyers were arrested, and the alleged seller was 

never identified or caught. 

Prosecutors charged Astillero with firearms violations 

and resisting arrest, but not with drug dealing. It was his 

10th arrest, with most of his past charges involving guns, 

drugs, or both. 

At the suppression hearing in February, Astillero took 

the stand and testified that he had not been selling drugs and 

had not been carrying a gun. 

"That's not my firearm," he said he told the police at the 

scene. 

As for the other man that night, Astillero said he was an 

acquaintance of his sister's whose full name he did not 

know. He said they had just been out walking to a corner 

store. 

In her opinion suppressing the gun, Patrick wrote that 

police had concluded they were watching drug sales, but 

that "this belief was never substantiated." 

Moreover, she wrote, there was "a complete lack of 

observations of defendant Astillero engaging in illegal 

activity." 

As for the gun, it could not be used as evidence. His 

dropping of the weapon was a case of "forced 

abandonment," the judge found. 

Stretton, Patrick's spokesman, said the case made for a 

difficult call. 

"That's a close one. That could go either way," he said. 

"A lot of judges would not have suppressed that. But 

remember, the most important thing a judge can do is 

protect our civil liberties." 

'Good police work' 

When Edwardo Pedraza ran from police in June 2009, 

he tossed away not one but two guns. 

Once again, Patrick said police lacked enough reason to 

target Pedraza that day, and so she suppressed use of the 

firearms as evidence. 

Of Pedraza, she said from the bench, "I think that he was 

forced to abandon [the guns], being pursued by the police 

officers." 

In that arrest, from June 23, 2009, police received a 

report that a group of men with guns was clustered on a 

North Philadelphia street. 
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When Officer Brian Mort, on the force for two years, 

pulled up to the scene, he later testified, he saw Pedraza, 

then 27, reach to the bottom of a big T-shirt, "grab his 

waistband area, and adjust an object which was consistent 

with a gun." 

As Mort got out of his car, Pedraza took off, dumping 

the two handguns as he ran, pulling one right from the 

waistband area, Mort said. 

Police finally collared Pedraza and three other men and 

charged them all with carrying illegal guns. The youngest of 

those picked up, an 18-year-old arrested for the first time, 

was shot to death two months later a few blocks away. 

Pedraza was charged with several firearms offenses, 

including illegal possession of a gun by a person with a 

criminal record. He had previously been sentenced to serve 

time for drug dealing. 

At the suppression hearing, veteran defense lawyer 

Joseph Santaguida said that the original radio alert to police 

was too vague and that Mort had been unclear about what 

he had seen. 

"It's good police work. Nobody is disputing that . . . 

they're taking a gun off the street," Santaguida said. "Is it 

legal? No." 

In the appeal brief, Assistant District Attorney Regina 

M. Oberholzer said it was unreasonable to require that 

police must see the gun or the explicit outline of a firearm 

before conducting a search. 

That, she wrote, "would mean that police would have to 

be absolutely certain that a person was armed before they 

could perform a protective frisk, something that the law 

does not require." 

In her opinion, Patrick noted that the arrest was only 

Mort's third gun bust, and she suggested he lacked enough 

experience for his judgment to be indisputably sound. 

In her view, Mort's testimony was unclear about what he 

saw. 

"The officer would not see what if anything the 

defendant was grabbing due to the fact that at the time he 

was clad in a white T-shirt," she wrote. 

As for the two tossed guns, she said that Pennsylvania 

law was clear: Without a reasonable suspicion to chase, 

"any contraband discarded by the person as he is being 

pursued must be suppressed due to the illegality of the 

pursuit." 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/20101219_Gun_case

s_tossed_out__suspects_walk_out.html 

 

10-12-18 Kenyan who threatened to kill girlfriend 

gets prison sentence 

A Kenyan nuclear engineer who stormed into a 

girlfriend's apartment brandishing a gun and threatening to 

kill her if he found another man there was sentenced in 

Pittsburgh federal court Friday to three years and one month 

in prison on four gun charges. 

Leo Nyangoko Chacha, 37, entered the country legally in 

1988 on a student visa but stayed after his visa expired in 

2001. At the time of his arrest, he was a fugitive from a 

2000 Arizona drug case. 

When Chacha was arrested, he was in possession of a 

stolen 9 mm pistol. He pleaded guilty in June to four 

charges connected to the pistol: possession of a firearm by a 

fugitive, possession of a firearm by a drug user, possession 

of a firearm by an illegal alien and possession of a firearm 

by a foreign national who entered the country on a non-

immigrant visa. 

U.S. District Judge Gary Lancaster also sentenced 

Chacha to three years of probation but noted that he would 

be deported as soon as he finished his prison sentence. 

Chacha said he was sorry for the grief he caused family 

and friends. 

"It was stupid. I was silly to have that gun in my 

possession," he said. 

The former girlfriend told the judge that she has had 

trouble sleeping since the incident and changes her route if 

she sees a vehicle like the one Chacha drove. The Tribune-

Review doesn't identify victims of domestic violence. 

Chacha earned a bachelor's degree in nuclear engineering 

from Penn State and was working for NuVision Engineering 

Inc. when he was arrested in 2009. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/pitt

sburgh/s_714250.html 

 

10-12-18 Pennsylvania attorney charged in shooting 

death of deer hunter  

PHILADELPHIA - A lawyer once cited for shooting a 

pheasant hunter reported finding a man's body near his 

property but never told police he had fired a high-powered 

rifle nearby, prosecutors said Friday in filing involuntary 

manslaughter charges.  

Lawyer David Manilla was hunting in Bucks County 

last month with his uncle - a former district attorney - and a 

friend when he mistakenly shot the hunter with the banned 

rifle, a police affidavit states.  

All three men approached the downed victim, who had 

fallen into a creek, but none used their cell phones to call 

911 until they returned to Manilla's residence, officials said. 

When police arrived, the trio stood silent when an officer 

wondered if the hunter had had a heart attack, officials said.  

Manilla was detained Friday on $2 million bail and did 

not enter a plea in the killing of hunter Barry Groh of 

Quakertown. Manilla had previously been cited for the 1994 

shooting of the pheasant hunter and was barred from 

possessing a weapon because of a 1985 felony assault 

conviction.  

Groh, 52, was waiting for help transporting an eight-

point buck he had killed the morning of Nov. 29, the first 

day of hunting season, when the rifle shot tore through his 

aorta.  
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A coroner said he would have died within a minute.  

The investigation, though, has taken weeks to piece 

together, as Manilla gave conflicting information over four 

interviews. His uncle, former Montgomery District Attorney 

Michael D. Marino, eventually stepped forward to admit he 

had not disclosed everything he knew, according to the 

affidavit.  

Authorities do not believe Marino or the friend, Robert 

Monestero, broke any laws through their alleged omissions.  

"Does it paint a tawdry picture? Yeah," Bucks County 

District Attorney David Heckler told the Associated Press 

on Friday. "But it's not a crime that I can see."  

Neither Manilla nor his lawyer, Richard Winters, 

returned messages Friday. Marino did not return a message 

left at an apparent home number, and a number for 

Monestero could not be found.  

Manilla, 49, obtained a law license despite his prior 

aggravated assault conviction and went on to build a career 

defending drunken drivers.  

His girlfriend showed police a stash of nearly 70 rifles 

and shotguns at her home, including 18 believed to his, 

authorities said.  

Manilla lives in Worcester, Montgomery County, and 

also owns the hunting property in Richland Township, 

adjacent to the public area where Groh was hunting. Police 

said they found three mounds of corn on his property, 

suggesting someone was illegally trying to bait deer.  

Manilla lost his hunting license for two years after the 

pheasant hunt shooting, which injured Ronald Rautzahn. 

According to Rautzahn, the shotgun pellets missing an 

artery by an eighth of an inch.  

"I could have been done. I was that close," Rautzahn, 75, 

of Williamstown, said this week. "And now to hear he's 

involved in another one?"  

Manilla told police he had seen a deer before jumping off 

the ATV and firing the rifle, striking Groh about 88 yards 

away. However, investigators do not think he could have 

seen Groh's buck from his vantage point.  

Groh had taken off his blaze orange vest, but not his 

orange hat, after dragging the deer to the stream, Heckler 

said.  

"The vest, and maybe a couple layers of clothing under 

the vest, were hung on a tree, so they should have been able 

to have been seen from some distance," Heckler said. "We 

believe ... that this was at least a reckless act."  

In addition to the involuntary manslaughter charge, 

Manilla was also charged with being a felon in possession 

of a firearm, reckless endangerment, failure to render aid 

and other charges.  

Groh's son arrived on the scene behind police, expecting 

to help his father move the deer. Police diverted him before 

he came across the body. 

http://www.observer-reporter.com/OR/Story/12-18-

2010-HUNTER-SUSPICIOUS-3 

 

10-12-18 Man who rammed cars into gun shops 

sentenced 

A Hyattsville, Md., man who helped use stolen vehicles 

to steal guns locally for sale in Washington, D.C., will 

spend four years in federal prison, U.S. District Judge Gary 

L. Lancaster decided Friday. 

Jason Keller was involved in the 2007 theft of about 

three dozen guns from Fazi Firearms in Plum, the group's 

third attempt -- and first success -- at using stolen cars to 

smash storefronts and snatch weapons. 

After hearing an apology from Mr. Keller and a plea 

from his mother, the judge opted for a sentence in the lower 

end of the federally recommended sentence of 46 to 57 

months. 

After serving his time, Mr. Keller will be under federal 

supervision for three years and will not be allowed to 

possess a firearm 

http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/10352/1111741-56.stm 

 

10-12-18 Would-be robber picked the wrong guy 

On the ground and dazed from the jolt of a stun gun, Bill 

Miller peered over his shoulder and saw his assailant slip 

out the door. 

The man had just taken Mr. Miller's cash and his driver's 

license at gunpoint. He had a hunch the gunman would be 

back for more. 

Mr. Miller scrambled to his feet and grabbed the pistol 

he keeps in a cabinet above his desk, tucked in the corner of 

his small auto shop in Dormont. 

"I took a step and looked right at the door and all I saw 

was a chrome gun coming back in," Mr. Miller said. "When 

he came back, I knew it wasn't to say Merry Christmas." 

Wordlessly, the man pointed his gun at Mr. Miller, the 

men separated by just a couple of feet. In an instant, his 

instincts took over. 

"I shot him," he said. "I had no other choice." 

The man, whom the medical examiner's office on Friday 

identified as Lonzy Westbrook, 39, of the North Side, fell to 

the ground, his body splayed just past the doors of Bill's 

Auto Service and into the snow-covered alley. 

Mr. Miller, 63, of Bethel Park, and a man who moments 

earlier had delivered a shipment of auto parts called 911 and 

waited as scores of police flooded Limha Alley. 

"I'd like to think that I saved my life and his," Mr. Miller 

said Friday, the day after the shooting at the business he has 

quietly operated for 30 years. 

Mr. Miller works six days a week as a mechanic. He's 

also a Vietnam veteran and a licensed NRA firearms 

instructor who specializes in personal protection. He served 

with the Army's 1st Air Cavalry Division and holds a permit 

to carry a concealed weapon -- not the type of man an 

armed robber would want to come up against. 
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Nor is his garage the type of place one would expect an 

armed robber to strike. It's all but hidden on an alley behind 

more conceivable targets -- a coin, store and a bank -- on 

West Liberty Avenue, and a peek inside doesn't immediately 

reveal much beyond a car hoist, a tool chest and some 

posters of motorcycles and muscle cars. 

As Mr. Miller's attorney and friend John Thompson put 

it, "it's a humble place to rob." 

Neither Mr. Miller nor Mr. Westbrook's sister could say 

what motivated him to rob the garage Thursday morning. 

"It just doesn't sound like him," said Rhonda Cobb, who 

lives in California and was at an airport awaiting a flight to 

Pittsburgh Friday evening. "I'm wondering what happened." 

County homicides detectives, who investigated the 

shooting, also were at a loss. 

"We're not sure what brought him there," Lt. Andrew 

Schurman said. "I think he's the only one who could tell us 

that, unfortunately." 

Mr. Miller said he was sitting at his desk, writing a 

check for the delivery driver about 11 a.m. when the door 

opened and an armed man entered. 

"He pointed the gun at me and said, 'This is a robbery. 

Give me your wallets,' " Mr. Miller said. The delivery 

driver, a man in his 30s, relinquished his immediately, while 

Mr. Miller said he crept toward a tool case where he keeps 

his wallet and removed all the cash he had -- $74. 

"He said, 'I want your ID, I want to be able to come and 

get you,'" Mr. Miller said. "He yelled, 'Don't look at me,'" 

but Mr. Miller caught a glimpse of his face through his 

mask. He had freckles. They were familiar. 

"I recognized him," he said. "I fixed his car about a year 

and a half ago." 

The intruder's voice was steady as he issued threats. 

"He was calm and collected and sure of himself from the 

moment he entered," Mr. Miller said. He ordered the men to 

drop to their knees. 

"I said, 'You don't have to shoot us,' and he said 'I'm not 

going to shoot you,' " before he shocked the pair instead 

with a stun gun. The delivery man collapsed onto a small 

table. Mr. Miller, stunned in the back of the head, rolled on 

the ground. Drawing on combat experience and firearms 

training, he said, he never took his eyes off the gunman. 

"When I saw him walk out the door, I was on a mission -

- I'm not going to die," he said. Still dizzy, he got up, opened 

the cabinet and retrieved his gun, firing, he said, after Mr. 

Westbrook took aim at him. 

Mr. Miller said he struck the man once; the medical 

examiner's office said he was shot in the head. 

The district attorney's office has yet to determine 

whether Mr. Miller was justified in killing Mr. Westbrook, 

spokesman Mike Manko said on Friday. 

Fighting tears, Mr. Miller said, "It's not an experience I'd 

wish on anyone." 

Ms. Cobb, one of Mr. Westbrook's two sisters, said his 

family was tormented by questions about his death. He lived 

on the North Side and was married, she said, and had two 

daughters in elementary school and a third in high school. 

He grew up in New Jersey and later moved to Pittsburgh. 

He always told his sister he had a job, but she wasn't sure 

what it was most recently. 

If he had fallen on hard times, he would have likely 

turned to family, Ms. Cobb said. The two had exchanged e-

mails just days before about his upcoming visit with her in 

California. She said she never known him to take someone's 

belongings. 

Allegheny County court records show Pittsburgh police 

obtained a warrant for Mr. Westbrook on simple assault 

charges in October. He was also charged with a string of 

recent traffic offenses. 

Ms. Cobb said her brother at times ran with a bad 

crowd, but had recently told her, "that was the old me." 

"Everyone just can't believe this," she said. "It's a huge 

loss for our family." 

http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/10352/1111739-55.stm 

 

10-12-17 Lawyer charged with manslaughter in 

hunter’s death 

Montgomery County attorney David M. Manilla faces 

involuntary manslaughter and firearms charges in 

connection with the Nov. 29 shooting death of a Bucks 

County deer hunter. 

In court records, investigators portray the fatal shooting 

of Barry Groh as a mixture of reckless hunting, disregard 

for firearms laws by a convicted felon, and after-the-fact 

deception by Manilla, 49, of Worcester, an attorney since 

1992. 

The records also paint an unflattering picture of the 

three-man hunting party that included Manilla and his uncle, 

former Montgomery County District Attorney Michael D. 

Marino. 

A court affidavit said Manilla failed to render immediate 

aid to Groh after shooting him, that the men stood by and 

said nothing when paramedics initially misread Groh's death 

as being caused by a heart attack, and that they left the 

scene before authorities had a chance to interview them in 

detail. 

Groh, 52, of Quakertown, died almost instantly after a 

high-powered rifle bullet fired by Manilla tore into his heart 

as he stood in a creekbed along property Manilla owns in 

Richland Township, Bucks County. He had earlier shot a 

buck and had dragged it to the creek, where he awaited his 

son to arrive and help him remove the animal. 

Groh's body was found in the creek, not far from the 

buck. He had removed his bright-orange hunting vest, but 

investigators believe he still was wearing his orange hunting 

cap at the time he was shot, the affidavit indicates. 
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The charges were filed after Manilla admitted to 

investigators on Thursday -- his fourth interview with police 

-- that he had shot and killed Groh with his high-powered 

Remington pump-action rifle. 

"Manilla stated that he is responsible for the death of 

Barry Groh," a probable cause affidavit states. "Manilla 

stated that he mistakenly believed he was shooting at a 

deer." 

Manilla also admitted that he knew it was illegal to hunt 

with a rifle in Bucks County, where only bows, shotguns 

and muzzleloaders are allowed because of the population 

density and the longer range of the rifles. And he 

acknowledged that as a convicted felon -- he pleaded guilty 

to aggravated assault in 1985 -- it was illegal for him to 

have possessed any firearm in the first place, the affidavit 

said. 

In interviews with detectives, Marino, who served as 

Montgomery County's top law enforcement official from 

1988 through 1999, admitted that he knew it was illegal for 

Manilla to have a gun or to be hunting with a rifle that day. 

He had served as Manilla's defense attorney in Manilla's 

1985 assault case. 

"Marino stated that he neglected to inform investigators 

about certain things that occurred after they discovered the 

body in the creek, and that he had not been fully 

forthcoming with investigators about what happened after 

they found the body, out of concern for his nephew, David 

Manilla," the affidavit says. 

Manilla had called 911 to report a "hunting accident," 

the affidavit says, but did not disclose that he had shot Groh 

when offficers arrived. 

Neither did Marino or the third hunter in the party, 

identified as Robert Monastero, a friend of Marino's. 

When either a police sergeant or a paramedic commented 

that "it appeared that Groh may have died as a result of a 

heart attack after dragging the deer from the woods," none 

of the three spoke up to correct him, the affidavit said. 

The three gave officers their names and contact 

information, then left the scene without providing any other 

information about the shooting. In subsequent interviews, 

Marino and Manilla "advised investigators that the believed 

they were free to leave after giving them their names and 

contact information." 

Manilla was scheduled for a 2 p.m. arraignment in 

Richland Township. The charges indicate that prosecutors 

believe that while the shooting was reckless, it was not 

intentional. 

Marino and Monastero were not charged. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/breaking/20101217_

Attorney_faces_manslaughter_counts_in_hunters_death.ht
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10-12-17 MD Good Samaritans Face Fine After 

Rescuing Deer From Icy Water 

BALTIMORE COUNTY, Md. (WJZ) – They fought to 

save a life, and now they say they’ll fight the fine. 

It all revolves around the rescue of a deer trapped in icy 

water Thursday night. 

Alex DeMetrick reports that good deed was rewarded 

with tickets. 

Strangers banded together to pull a deer out of the 

freezing water of the Patapsco River on Thursday night. 

“We seen the deer going under,” said Khalil Abusakran. 

“It couldn’t maintain.  It was starting to freeze, and it was 

really getting bad.” 

Abusakran brought a raft, and Jim Hart joined him. 

“We had oars and shovels to break the ice, for the 

deer to get out,” Abusakran said. 

But in the excited aftermath of the rescue, a Natural 

Resources Police officer on the scene wrote both men a 

ticket. 

“And he didn’t say anything,” Jim Hart said. “We went 

in and out of the water numerous times.  He didn’t stop us 

at all.” 

They say they were ticketed for not wearing life vests, 

although both are over the age for mandatory use of 

flotation devices. 

“No, we didn’t have life vests on, but we’re not 16-

years-old,” Abusakran said. “There were personal floating 

devices in the boat.” 

Natural Resources Police would not go on camera, but 

told WJZ the rescuers were warned they would be violating 

Maryland law.  

The ticket itself doesn’t check off any specific violation, 

just a $90 fine. 

They’ll fight it in court, as they fought for the deer. 

The two men ticketed say they will fight the citations at a 

court hearing in Annapolis set for Feb. 18. 

http://baltimore.cbslocal.com/2010/12/17/good-

samaritans-face-fine-after-rescuing-deer-from-icy-water/ 

 

MD NRP Sgt. Says Deer Rescuers Didn’t 

Follow Directions 

GLEN BURNIE, Md. (AP/WJZ) –Natural Resources 

Police fined two men who helped rescue a deer trapped in a 

frozen river because they didn’t have life jackets or any 

floatation devices aboard their inflatable boat. 

Baltimore County fire and Natural Resources Police 

officers were called to the Patapsco River Bridge last week 

after a deer fell through the ice. 

NRP Sgt. Brian Albert says James Hart of Jessup and 

Khalilalim Abusakran Jr. were on the scene, but officers 

told them to get off the waterway because they weren’t 

wearing life jackets. Instead, Albert says the men continued 

to advance, and broke the ice so the deer could make it to 

the shoreline. 
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But Albert says because the men didn’t follow 

instructions, each was fined $90. The men told WJZ-TV 

that they plan to fight the citations. 

http://baltimore.cbslocal.com/2010/12/19/update-deer-

rescuers-without-life-jackets-fined/ 

 

10-12-17 No Other Choice, Says Combat Vet Who 

Killed Dormont Garage Robber 

DORMONT, Pa. -- The owner of a small Dormont 

garage said he used his pistol training and his military 

experience as a combat veteran when he shot and killed a 

former customer who robbed him at gunpoint.  

Allegheny County police are investigating but don't 

expect to file charges in the death of 39-year-old Lonzy 

Westbrook, who was shot Thursday morning at Bill's Auto 

Service behind a strip of stores in the 2900 block of West 

Liberty Avenue.  

Bill Miller told Team 4 investigative reporter Paul Van 

Osdol that Westbrook came into his business with a .380 

semiautomatic pistol while a delivery driver was there 

shortly before 10 a.m.  

"He opens the door and says, 'This is a robbery.' He 

says, 'I want both your wallets,'" Miller said.  

Miller said he gave Westbrook $74 and his 

identification, and then he and the delivery worker were told 

to get on their knees.  

"I see the gun right here, and the next thing I see, I feel, I 

hear something going 'click, click, click. It's a Taser, "Miller 

said. "He hit me on the back of the neck, and down on the 

floor I went."  

Miller said Westbrook then left, and he got up and went 

to a closet where he keeps a .44 Special, and then he saw 

Westbrook coming back.  

"This guy had sole intent to kill me -- sole intent," Miller 

said. "Why else would he have come back into this 

building?"  

It was then that Miller, a former Huey crew chief in 

Vietnam, called upon his experience as an NRA-certified 

pistol instructor.  

"As he turned and pointed his weapon at me, I waited 

until it was pointed right at me and I squeezed the trigger 

and he went down," Miller said.  

County police will consult with the Allegheny County 

District Attorney's Office to decide if any charges will be 

filed, but assistant county police superintendent Jim Morton 

said, "It doesn't seem like a problem at this time."  

Miller's wallet was found on the intruder when police 

arrived, said Morton.  

"The gun was against the delivery man's head," said 

Miller's lawyer, John Thompson.  

Police also said they found a Jeep Grand Cherokee 

Laredo parked at Tennessee and Belplain avenues that may 

have been involved in the robbery.  

Miller said he recognized Westbrook, of the North Side, 

as someone for whom he had done brake work about a year 

ago. He said he didn't have any bad experience with 

Westbrook before, but he did what he had to do on 

Thursday.  

"It could have only ended one of two ways -- with him 

on top or me on top," Miller said. "Somebody -- God -- was 

on my side." 

http://www.thepittsburghchannel.com/news/26159569/detail

.html 

 

10-12-17 State Rep. Metcalfe Sponsors 

Castle Doctrine 

PITTSBURGH (KDKA) – A shooting in Dormont 

Thursday that left a robbery suspect dead was the third 

incident in Allegheny County in the past seven days in 

which an intended victim shot and killed their alleged 

attacker. 

The number of people who have applied to carry a 

concealed weapon has skyrocketed in recent years. An 

average of 12,000 permits have been issued in Allegheny 

County in the past three years. 

Stacey Lang is a health care consultant in the North 

Hills. She says she has become so concerned about crime in 

the region that she got a license to carry and bought a gun 

for protection. 

“I feel like I have a responsibility to protect my family; 

and frankly, I feel like it’s my right to do that,” said Lang. 

She’s not alone. On Thursday, the owner of a Dormont 

repair garage took matters into his own hands when officials 

say a gunman entered his business. 

Earlier in the week, authorities say a Sharpsburg man 

tussled with an assailant, and shot and killed the man with 

his own gun. 

Last Friday, a Munhall woman did the same to a 

teenager who she says held her up at gunpoint. 

Police say she was “able to disarm the robber and 

ultimately fired the gun at him and struck him in the chest.” 

Allegheny County District Attorney Stephen Zappala is 

reviewing all three cases, but hasn’t charged anyone with 

homicide. 

In a statement, Zappala said: “It’s difficult to speak in 

general terms about cases involving self-defense because 

each case has different facts and circumstances. All three of 

the recent cases are under review by this office to determine 

what, if any, action is appropriate.” 

State Rep. Daryl Metcalfe believes all those people were 

within their rights to use lethal force. He is sponsoring the 

so-called Castle Doctrine, which would expand a citizen’s 

right to shoot a suspected robber or burglar in their home, 

car, business or even on the street. 

“When people are out and about in a legal, law abiding 

manner, and somebody comes upon to do them physical 

harm, they should have the right to not have to try and 
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retreat, but to stand their ground as the Castle Doctrine 

would provide for and not put their lives at risk,” said Rep. 

Metcalfe. 

The Castle Doctrine passed both the Pennsylvania House 

and Senate, but Gov. Ed Rendell vetoed it. 

It’s expected to pass again early next year, and 

Governor-elect Tom Corbett says he will sign it into law. 

http://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2010/12/17/state-rep-

metcalfe-sponsors-castle-doctrine/ 

 

10-12-16 MI Guns gone bad - Six-month investigation 

traces how legal firearms end up in the hands of 

criminals 

The Grand Rapids Press did a six-month investigation 

into how legal guns end up in the hands of criminals. It also 

marks the beginning of a partnership with Silent Observer 

to get illegal guns off the street. Here's the kick-off to the 

series: 

Propped up on the ground by his elbows, dying of three 

bullets to his chest, Gabriel Hood looked at the gun he had 

just dropped. 

The black 9mm Smith & Wesson lay in the dirt a few 

feet away. 

Hood shifted his gaze to the police officer who had just 

shot him in self-defense, then back at the handgun he had 

pointed at the officer. 

Hood would never spend the $1,258 in his left pants 

pocket. 

And the gun? 

The path to this violent showdown in March on the city’s 

Northeast Side is typical of the way many weapons get out 

onto the streets: They are stolen and fall into the wrong 

hands, in this case a paroled fugitive with a violent past. 

Over a six-month period, The Press conducted an in-

depth investigation into the weapons being used on our 

streets, in crimes both high-profile and unpublicized. 

The research found a sort of criminal time warp, where 

legitimate guns disappear for years, only to reappear in a 

more sinister context. Police call it the “time to crime.” 

Among the findings: 

• Most guns linked to local crimes originated here, often 

taken in burglaries or stolen by family or friends desperate 

for cash. 

• Some weapons circulate for decades. In two cases, 

handguns stolen 34 years ago reappeared this year in West 

Michigan, one in a high school locker, the other in a traffic 

stop that was the first incident in a deadly chain of events in 

October. 

• In rare instances, the time to crime is violently quick. 

The 9mm that Gabriel Hood pointed at a cop on March 18 

disappeared from a Lowell Township home less than three 

months earlier. 

• Some guns are used more than once. One has been tied 

to at least five shootings, including the killing of a Grand 

Rapids college student robbed for $10. That firearm 

remains unrecovered. 

• And some guns travel. One, stolen from a Rockford 

business nearly a decade ago, turned up two years later in 

an Iowa school locker. Another, taken from the same 

business, was used just last month by a teen who fired the 

.44 Magnum at detectives in southeast Michigan. 

The findings are derived from scores of interviews and 

thousands of pages of documents — some public, many not. 

In a number of cases, authorities suspect gun owners 

report the firearms stolen and sell them on the street. They 

have high value there and, as durable objects, no 

depreciation, said Sgt. Terry McGee, a Grand Rapids police 

detective. 

“Even when they’re used in a crime, a lot of (criminals) 

hang onto them,” McGee said. 

“Guns are very valued with today’s way of doing 

things.” 

Police concern 

In the spring, Grand Rapids police responded to a rash 

of shootings, but bad marksmanship kept casualties limited. 

Those incidents and questions about Hood’s gun sparked 

The Press’ review, but authorities already were concerned. 

Grand Rapids police and federal agents launched an internal 

investigation two years ago. 

“The question was, ‘How do we know we don’t have 

people buying large numbers of guns out of state (where 

laws are less stringent) and bringing them to Michigan?’” 

Grand Rapids Police Capt. Jeff Hertel said. 

While the federal-local study was not exhaustive, 

investigators looked at the source of 110 guns seized from 

Jan. 1, 2007, to April 7, 2008. 

Of the 64 that could be traced, 38 originated in Michigan 

— most of those from West Michigan.  

KEEPING YOUR GUNS SAFE 

Want to keep your guns safe? Lock them up.  

Here are some tips from police on how to keep legal 

guns out of lawbreakers’ hands. 

• Avoid obvious hiding places: “In a lot of cases, the 

guns are in the bedroom, in the dresser drawer, or they’re 

under the mattress,” Kent County sheriff’s detective Sgt. 

Marc Burns said. 

• Lock weapons in a strong safe: “And don’t tell 

anybody you’ve got them,” said Grand Rapids Police Capt. 

Jeffrey Hertel. Many thefts follow parties or other 

gatherings. 

• Some safes are not safe: “If it’s small enough, they’ll 

take the safe away and bust it later,” Burns said. 

THE FULL SERIES: Check out all the stories in our 

series on illegal guns. 

More importantly, there was no single person making 

multiple purchases — what police call a “straw buyer” — 

for convicts needing guns. Suspects  
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18 to 21 years old constituted the largest age group 

possessing illegal guns. 

And most guns were stolen from homes — often many 

years earlier. 

Just last week, Detroit homicide detectives recovered a 

.50-caliber Desert Eagle — a $1,500 handgun popular on 

movie sets for its intimidating look —that was reported 

stolen nearly seven years ago from a home on Grand 

Rapids’ Southeast Side. 

The owner told police his stepdaughter, who was 

struggling with alcohol and drugs, had moved out three 

weeks before the gun went missing. The stepdaughter, then 

an 11th-grader, reportedly sold the gun to a friend, 

according to a police report.  

It’s unclear yet if it has been used in a crime. 

Eighty percent of the thousands of guns recovered 

annually in Michigan have been on the street at least three 

years, according to a 2009 study by the federal Bureau of 

Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives. 

The average is nearly 13 years. 

Cooperating with ATF 

Grand Rapids police recovered 382 illegal weapons in 2009, 

most of them pistols and revolvers. 

This spring Grand Rapids police approached the ATF 

for help responding to a “rash of gun violence,” bureau 

spokesman Donald Dawkins said. 

View full size 
That led to pairing police and federal agents on patrol, to 

bring federal cases, which carry more severe penalties.  

The guns they find range in all shapes and size. 

McGee, the Grand Rapids detective, showed a .357 

revolver with a laser sight: “A shots-fired call. Officers got 

there and found the gun on the scene.” 

It is among a number of handguns taken recently from 

suspects: a pink .22-caliber semiautomatic, a .44-caliber 

revolver, a beat-up .22, its handle gone. 

Officers found the last one when they stopped a couple 

of teens who were looking in cars. The small gun, easy to 

conceal, resembled a broken toy. 

“It would still fire, though,” McGee said. “Big, small, 

they all get your attention.” 

While recoveries in the city average more than one per 

day, it’s the weekends when the guns really come out.  

Cases in point this year:  

• Saturday, July 24, just before midnight: Police respond 

to a disturbance on Caulfield Avenue SW and watch Randy 

Thomas, 23, throw something over a fence as he runs. 

Officer Timothy Hoornstra finds a loaded .357-caliber 

Magnum. It was reported stolen in Wyoming in 2006. 

• Friday, Feb. 5, about 7:20 p.m.: Farm worker Socorro 

Hurtado-Garcia, upset at being laid off, allegedly shoots 

Alpine Township farmer Ed Rasch to death. The .38-caliber 

Smith & Wesson was stolen in Jackson, Fla., in 2008.  

• Saturday, April 17, 3:18 a.m. Police receive a report of 

a passenger waving a handgun out a car window on Eastern 

Avenue SE. The driver tells officers there is no gun. He 

says he and a friend went to a couple of fast-food 

restaurants. Police find the revolver with four live rounds 

and a spent cartridge in the cylinder. Pieces of a 

McDonald’s cheeseburger are on the gun.  

Some suspects go to disturbing lengths to obtain their 

weapons. 

Two years ago, sheriff’s detectives investigated a suicide 

on public land in northern Kent County. A man was found 

dead in the woods, but there was no gun. A suicide note was 

found at the man’s house, however, and determined to be 

valid. 

Someone had found the body and taken the weapon. It 

has not been recovered. 

Going unreported 

Michigan law requires that lost or stolen guns be reported. 

That doesn’t always happen. If the owner suspects a family 

member took it, it won’t always be reported. In some cases, 

the previous owners are unaware the gun was missing. Or 

so they may say. 

“There’s no doubt in our minds that some guns have 

been traded by people and exchanged for narcotics,” said 

McGee, the Grand Rapids detective. “You get a hold of 

people, ‘Oh geez, we weren’t aware it was missing.’” 

He said it is difficult to prove a homeowner intentionally 

failed to report a weapon missing. He could not recall 

charges being filed in such cases. 

More often, legal owners are legitimate victims. 

When crack cocaine took over their lives, Cedar Springs 

residents Simon and Gennie Beatty burglarized more homes 

than they could recall, a prosecutor wrote. Their favorite 

target was firearms. 

From March 12 to April 6, 2009, the pair stole 17 

handguns and long guns across West Michigan. 
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Afterward, they sold the firearms in Indiana, according 

to an indictment. The pair pleaded guilty to burglaries in 

five counties. His earliest release is 2023, hers is 2021. The 

federal government also tacked on concurrent firearms 

sentences. 

Guns trending younger  

Grand Rapids police Officer Gene Tobin spent seven years 

on the night shift. His late-night investigation of a prostitute 

beating, followed by a chase of armed suspect Troy Brake 

helped link Brake to a 2008 quadruple slaying in Ottawa 

County’s Wright Township. 

“I can’t remember in my amount of time here ever 

having this amount of guns, handguns,” he said. 

In the early morning, once the bar crowds disperse, those 

with guns are often the only ones on the street, Tobin said. 

“Most of the people out at that time don’t have to get up 

for work. When you contact them, you’re looking for it.” 

He has seen 14-year-olds packing. That’s his other 

concern, one widely shared in law enforcement — young 

guns. 

A deadly scenario played out in late October, when 

friends gathered for a 16-year-old’s birthday party on Grand 

Rapids’ Southeast Side. After an argument in the driveway, 

Sanqua Cummings, 16, allegedly shot and killed Bobby 

Hughes, 17. 

The .22-caliber handgun has not been recovered. 

“These are kids shooting kids,” Wyoming Police Chief 

James Carmody said.  

“A 16-year-old shooting a 17-year-old at a birthday 

party? It’s a 16-year-old. Are we too conditioned to be 

shocked by it?” 

Retired Detective Phil Betz offers a perspective from 

someone who spent nearly 32 of his 34 years in law 

enforcement in Grand Rapids. 

“When I first started working narcotics 25 years ago, we 

did a search warrant and recovered a handgun. That was 

something. We talked about that for a while. 

“Now, if you do a search warrant and don’t find 

weapons, that’s unusual.” 

http://www.mlive.com/news/grand-

rapids/index.ssf/2010/12/guns_gone_bad_how_legal_firear.

html 

 

10-12-16 Local-federal effort targets 'worst of the 

worst' illegal firearm offenders in Grand Rapids MI 

GRAND RAPIDS — His hand on his firearm, Grand 

Rapids Police Officer Chad McKersie talks to the young 

driver he has just pulled over for speeding. Nearby, a 

federal agent scans the car’s passengers, his hand near his 

own gun. 

McKersie just tells the driver to slow down. 

In this Southeast Side neighborhood troubled by drugs 

and violence, McKersie keeps watch — and some keep 

watch on him. 

He drives past gang graffiti on buildings and slips 

through alleys looking for suspicious behavior. 

He knows a lot of people. 

“That kid will run if we stop him,” he says. 

On this day, he has an agent for the federal Bureau of 

Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives as a partner. 

The bold, yellow ATF on the back of the agent’s jacket 

draws attention, McKersie said. 

“Why is the ATF with you?” people sometimes ask. 

The agent, who requested anonymity, said the bad guys 

know why he is here, and he knows what they are thinking: 

“They don’t want to see the feds prosecute for a gun.” 

This local-federal partnership, begun last spring, is 

working to get illegal guns off the streets across West 

Michigan. 

“The community officers have expertise in working in 

the neighborhoods and what’s going on there,” police Capt. 

Eric Payne said. “The ATF has the expertise in guns.” 

Grand Rapids is one of numerous cities — including 

Kalamazoo, Muskegon, Battle Creek and Lansing — taking 

part in Project Safe Neighborhoods, a nationwide effort to 

cut gun violence. 

Critical to the project is federal prosecution of felons 

with guns. The effort targets “the worst of the worst,” ATF 

spokesman Donald Dawkins said, especially offenders he 

says have become “desperate, more brazen” in recent years. 

Penalties are typically far more severe than in state court. 

“We have been fortunate to get some of our more violent 

offenders sent to federal prison,” said Grand Rapids Police 

Capt. Jeff Hertel, in charge of the Major Case Team. 

Adds Lt. Scott Merlo of the Kalamazoo Department of 

Public Safety, “We charge everybody we can through PSN. 

All the gun cases, they look at federal to see if it meets 

criteria. They get a pretty big bang.” 

The average gun-crime sentence in the U.S. District 

Court’s Western District is 6 1/2 years since the project 

began in 2000. Nationwide, gun crimes prosecuted at the 

federal level has increased 73 percent in that time. 

One of those is Keith Ira Cunningham, alias “Pumpkin 

Man,” a 1999 Creston High School football star turned 

leader of the Wealthy Street gang. Cunningham is two years 

into a seven-year federal sentence for being a felon in 

possession of a firearm. 

Police say the gang terrorized Southeast Side 

neighborhoods as part of a “violent criminal enterprise.” 

While suspected in serious crimes, he is locked up for a 

loaded .357-caliber Smith & Wesson he tossed while 

running from police. 

Federal prosecutors have an advantage over state 

prosecutors. The federal system has grand juries, which can 

compel witnesses to testify in secret — under threat of jail if 

they refuse. 

But both prosecutors and defense lawyers acknowledge 

it’s the threat of long sentences — served in out-of-state 
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federal prisons where family visits are few and far between 

— that causes concern on the street. 

“Basically, primarily, it’s the penalty,” Assistant U.S. 

Attorney John Bruha said. “If you have three prior felonies, 

and get caught with a firearm, you’re looking at a 

mandatory 15 years in prison.” 

His office screens gun cases and targets the “more 

dangerous felons,” maybe 100 a year, he said. 

Raymond Kent, the federal public defender, said 

sentencing guidelines between state and federal courts can 

vary significantly, with state guidelines calling for probation 

or jail and federal guidelines calling for long prison 

stretches. 

If a defendant has a couple of prior drug felonies and 

then gets busted for a gun, federal guidelines start at 57 to 

71 months — before other variables are considered. 

“The federal system treats the possession and use of 

firearms in commission of crimes very harshly,” Kent said. 

Rarely, he added, does the federal government have a weak 

case. 

Mark Worch, a Grand Rapids police detective, has been 

assigned to work with the ATF the past four years. He 

reviews gun cases and enters all recovered firearms into a 

federal gun-tracking database as part of the joint effort. 

“I think there has been a big impact,” he said. “I would 

say that if I was gone tomorrow.”  

He said those convicted of federal gun laws know they’re 

looking at least five years in prison, and worry they’ll serve 

time somewhere else, such as West Virginia. 

“It’s a deterrence, but it’s also a wake-up notice,” he 

said. 

The recent afternoon that McKersie, the community officer, 

was patrolling with an ATF agent, he stopped a man 

walking in the street. It’s a potential violation. 

With the man’s consent, he patted him down for 

weapons or drugs. The man had neither, and walked away. 

No guns would be found this day, but he’s always on the 

alert. 

“When you pull over a car, you’re looking for anything, 

gestures and movement, what the other people are doing. If 

things don’t add up, it’s usually for a reason.” 

Not long ago, he pulled over a car, and smelled 

marijuana smoke. While dealing with the driver, his partner 

saw a gun on the floorboard. 

“It was the middle of the day,” McKersie says. “We deal 

with people who don’t believe they have to play by the 

rules.” 

http://www.mlive.com/news/grand-

rapids/index.ssf/2010/12/local-

federal_effort_targets_w.html 

 

10-12-15 Gun stolen in Rockford turns up in Pontiac 

MI shootout 10 years later 

KENT COUNTY — Nearly 10 years ago, burglars 

smashed a window at Johnnie Jones’ Rockford-area 

business. As burglaries go, they hit the jackpot. 

Sixteen guns were taken, including a couple of .357-

caliber Rugers, a .44-caliber Magnum Smith & Wesson, 

and a 12-shot .380-caliber Grendel semi-automatic. 

One turned up in 2005, when a Mason County man who 

bought the firearm at a gun show near Saginaw tried to 

register the weapon. Two years ago, another of the guns 

was found in a school locker in Iowa. 

Last month police found a third, the .44-caliber 

Magnum. The gun was in the hands of a 16-year-old, 

shooting it out with Oakland County cops.  

Its “time to crime,” or how long it takes a disappeared 

weapon to turn up in an illegal context: Nine years, nine 

month and 28 days. 

The clock is still ticking on the other 13 stolen firearms. 

“They change hands so many times from the moment 

they’re stolen to the moment they’re recovered,” said Sgt. 

Marc Burns, a detective with the Kent County Sheriff’s 

Department. “They’re traded for drugs, used in the 

commission of crime. They steal them from each other.” 

It was a commission of a crime when one of Jones’ guns 

turned up last month in Pontiac. 

Undercover officers had been buying illegal drugs and 

planned a “buy/bust” on Nov. 2 with teenagers selling 

OxyContin, a prescription painkiller. 

When the teens sold vitamin pills instead, an undercover 

officer challenged them. 

The teens ran. A 16-year-old turned, firing the .44-

caliber Magnum once. An undercover sheriff’s deputy fired 

four shots in return. The teen dropped the gun and gave up, 

Undersheriff Michael McCabe said. 

McCabe said guns found in Oakland County often come 

from Detroit, Flint and Saginaw, but also from Kent 

County. 

“They come from all over,” he said. 

Like many other legal gun owners, Jones, 67, was a 

victim. A big-game hunter, he had another 25 or 30 guns he 

had never fired, including antiques, that thieves missed in 

the Jan. 5, 2001, burglary.  

Police suspect the burglars were startled and left quickly. 

Electronics, including a big-screen TV and VCR, were 

untouched. 

”Someone knew exactly where to go,” said Jones, who is 

certain someone, maybe a former worker, knew about his 

guns, hidden in his office cabinet.  

He never imagined anyone would break the double-pane 

glass in a tall, narrow window to slip inside. Blood and hair 

was found on the window, He had door alarms but not for 

broken windows or motion. 

Jones, who has since sold most of his guns, now has 

alarms throughout his business and home. 
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His advice: “All guns should be under lock and key. And 

have motion sensors. I didn’t think they’d get through the 

window.” 

http://www.mlive.com/news/grand-

rapids/index.ssf/2010/12/gun_stolen_in_rockford_turns_u.h

tml 

 

10-12-15 Woman's body found in Philly area where 2 

killed  

PHILADELPHIA (AP) -- Philadelphia police say the 

body of a young woman was found Wednesday evening in 

the same general area where two other women have been 

strangled recently, but it is much too early to say whether 

the cases might be connected. 

Authorities said the partially naked body of a woman 

who appeared to be in her 20s was found shortly after 5 

p.m. Wednesday in a vacant lot in the Kensington section of 

the city. The cause of death and other details were not 

immediately known. 

Police Commissioner Charles Ramsey called the 

circumstances "very, very suspicious." He said he did not 

know how long the victim had been there. Ramsey said the 

scene and adjacent wooded areas are places people go to do 

drugs. 

Ramsey said investigators would look for clues on 

Thursday, and an autopsy would be done to determine the 

cause of death. 

Police said it was far too early to say whether the death 

was related to other recent murders and assaults nearby. 

Authorities have said DNA tests show that one person 

attacked two women found beaten, sexually assaulted and 

strangled since early November. Investigators are also 

trying to determine if the same person committed several 

other sexual assaults nearby 

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/P/PA_KENSINGT

ON_BODY_PAOL-

?SITE=PAPOE&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEF

AULT 

 

10-12-14 GA -Potential crime victims turning the 

tables, with sometimes fatal consequences 

Yuhanna Williams was still clutching his knife when a 

Rockdale County sheriff's deputy, reporting for work as a 

security guard at Ingles, came upon the Covington man's 

body Saturday night in the grocery store's parking lot. 

Williams' shooter hovered nearby. 

"This guy tried to rob me and I shot him," Ryan Moore, 

identified by several media outlets as a 23-year-old Georgia 

Tech student, told Deputy Dexter Harris, as reported in the 

investigator's incident report. 

Emergency crews were dispatched but arrived too late to 

save Williams, 30, who was shot in the head. His 

accomplice escaped on foot and remains at large. 

Williams had been jailed in Rockdale for numerous 

offenses, including simple battery and selling marijuana 

near a public school. 

Moore, who faces no charges, has emerged as a hero to 

many. Commenters on the Rockdale News website were 

largely supportive 

"Another 2nd amendment save," wrote one. Opined 

another, "The enemy hath no mercy on its opponent. So take 

no mercy on him. The victim is brave and did exactly as he 

should. We are now one less criminal/enemy combatant in 

this world thanks to him." 

And those sentiments aren't isolated to rural gun owners. 

When a Virginia-Highland man was shot dead outside his 

apartment complex in late November, his neighbor, Derek 

Baugh, said residents were prepared to defend themselves. 

"Within 30 seconds there was a guy on the curb with a 

shotgun on his hip, but it was too late," said Baugh, 

recalling the night Charles Boyer was killed. Baugh, who 

owns a 12-gauge shotgun, told the AJC he was considering 

buying another for his wife. 

At least six other similar incidents have been reported 

around the metro area this year, and in each case, the gun 

owner was not charged. 

One week before the Ingles shooting, a clerk at a Cobb 

County liquor store exchanged gunfire with two would-be 

robbers, killing one. 

A Stone Mountain barber victimized by a string of 

burglaries shot one of two would-be thieves, holding the 

robber at gunpoint until police arrived. 

The owner of West End Tattoo parlor in Atlanta faced 

off against three armed intruders, killing one and causing 

the others to flee. 

A DeKalb homeowner shot two burglars, killing one. 

Three intruders were confronted by a Decatur 

homeowner who heard them kicking in his back door. All 

three young men, one of whom had been shot in the thigh, 

were captured by police. 

With his two children asleep in their rooms, an 

Ellenwood father confronted three armed men, killing one 

and causing the others to flee on foot. 

"More and more people are exercising their right to 

defend their property," said National Rifle Association 

president Carolyn Meadows, who lives in East Cobb. "I 

don't think any civilized person is going to jump up and 

down because someone is killed, but if there's a choice 

between the law-abiding and the criminal, I'm glad the law-

abiding are the ones left standing." 

"It's certainly appropriate to defend yourself if your life 

is in danger," said Alice Johnson, executive director of 

Georgians for Gun Safety. "I really have to wonder why 

anyone would want to kill another human being over the 

money in the cash register." 

And these face-offs don't always end with the would-be 

victim standing, she said. 
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"We do not reduce gun violence by increasing the 

number of guns," Johnson told the AJC. 

Not everyone is so certain. Atlantans Together Against 

Crime founder Kyle Keyser, robbed at gunpoint two 

Decembers ago outside a North Avenue pizzeria, said his 

immediate reaction was, "I want to get a gun." He 

eventually decided against it but said ATAC has no official 

position. "We're not here to say it's right or wrong," Keyser 

said. 

Cops are likewise torn. While they support the right of 

legal gun owners to protect their lives and property, too 

many civilians don't know how to use firearms properly, 

Sandy Springs police spokesman Steve Rose said. 

"A lot of people who own guns are afraid of them," he 

told the AJC. 

When confronted, as Moore was Saturday night, Rose 

advises would-be victims to "shoot until the threat is down." 

But be aware of the consequences. 

"It's a sad situation when someone's life is taken away," 

Rose said. "For the shooter, even if they're justified, it's not 

something they're going to celebrate. It's something most 

would consider very tragic." 

http://www.ajc.com/news/potential-crime-victims-

turning-775054.html 

 

10-12-14 Civilians get a shot at owning prohibited 

guns in India 

MUMBAI: The threat from terrorists has made the 

government do a rethink on gun ownership rules. Civilians 

facing a "grave threat" to their lives can now apply for a 

licence to own prohibited bore weapons — hitherto usually 

granted to defence personnel and for family heirlooms.  

In a circular recently submitted in the Bombay high 

court, the Union ministry of home affairs said applications 

for grant of prohibited bore weapons would be considered 

for specific categories of weapons.  

Those who can be granted the licence include people 

who live in areas where terrorists are active and face a 

"grave and imminent threat to their lives", government 

officials who, due to the nature of their job, have made 

themselves targets in the eyes of terrorists, MPs/MLAs, 

private citizens and family members of people who have 

been associated with anti-terrorist programmes.  

The circular states that such individuals can apply for 

prohibited bore weapon licences to the MHA, along with 

police verification and recommendations of the district 

magistrate concerned and the state government.  

Under the arms rules, prohibited bore weapons include 

9mm pistols and handguns of .38, .455 caliber and .303 

rifles. All semi-automatic and fully-automatic guns also fall 

in this category.  

Non-prohibited bore weapons, which civilians can apply 

for include handguns of .35, .32, .22 and .380 caliber. The 

Union government had tightened guidelines for issue of such 

weapons as well. "At present, there are no norms for grant 

of NPB weapons and some state governments may be 

issuing arms licences liberally," the MHA circular says. 

NPB gun licences will be granted only after a threat 

assessment by the police and after verification of the 

antecedents of the person applying for the same.  

The government has, however, extended the ambit of 

persons who can seek transfer of gun licences. Normally, 

legal heirs who could seek transfer of gun licences meant 

spouse, son or daughter. This has now been extended to 

son-in-law, daughter-in-law, brother and sister of the 

existing licensee.  

The government has also decided to maintain a database 

of people who have been granted gun licences.  

The guidelines were submitted to the high court, which 

was hearing a PIL on a gun licence issued to former Bihar 

revenue minister Jamshed Ashraf. According to the PIL, 

Ashraf was granted the licence from the Nhava Sheva police 

station on the basis of a forged ration card.  

In a circular recently submitted to the HC, the Union 

ministry of home affairs said applications for grant of 

prohibited bore weapons would be considered for specific 

categories of weapons. Applicants include civilians who 

face a grave threat to their lives.  

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/Civilians

-get-a-shot-at-owning-prohibited-

guns/articleshow/7096407.cms 

 

10-12-14 Shooting of man holding water nozzle angers 

family 

LONG BEACH, Calif. (AP) — Angry relatives of a 

man shot to death by police who apparently mistook a 

pistol-grip water nozzle he held for a gun are lashing out at 

officers, saying they made no effort to contact him before 

opening fire. 

However, police officials say Douglas Zerby's behavior 

prompted the officers' response. 

"As the subject was in a seated position, he used a two-

handed pistol-grip hold on an object with his arms fully 

extended," Long Beach Police Chief Jim McDonnell said. 

"Somebody that is impaired and waving what appears to 

witnesses and police to be a handgun. That's what the 

officers were faced with." 

Zerby pointed it at one of the officers and two officers 

fired their weapons, a handgun and a shotgun. A total of 

eight shots were fired — two from shot guns and six from a 

handgun, McDonnell said. 

Zerby's sister, Eden Marie Biele, said officers made no 

attempt to talk to her 35-year-old brother or get his attention 

before shooting him to death. 

"They didn't say 'Put your hands up' or 'Freeze' or 

anything," Biele told The Associated Press Monday. "He 

was killed in cold blood." 
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Biele was among the family members whose sobs were 

heard among McDonnell's explanations of the events 

leading to Zerby's death on Sunday. 

"This is a very unfortunate set of circumstances and 

leaves the family to deal with it here," McDonnell said, 

offering his condolences to the Zerby family. 

The Long Beach officers were dispatched to an 

apartment building after two people reported a man with a 

gun sitting on a backyard porch landing, McDonnell said. In 

an excerpt of a 911 call played for reporters, a male caller 

said the man appeared to have a "tiny six-shooter." 

McDonnell said the officers took positions to observe 

Zerby, who appeared intoxicated, and believed he had a gun 

as described by the callers, but focused on setting up 

containment of the area rather than contacting him. 

As officers awaited requested backup units, the man 

pointed the object at apartments and played with it, causing 

it to make sounds similar to those of a gun being handled, he 

said. 

Both officers were placed on administrative leave, a 

standard move after a police shooting. 

Biele said the family is considering legal action over the 

shooting. 

She said Zerby, who had an 8-year-old son, had been 

drinking and rather than drive home, went to his friend's 

place and was waiting on the stairs for him to come home. 

"He never knew there was a problem. Police snuck down 

the corridor and shot him," Biele said. "He was a drunk 

sitting on a stoop fumbling with a hose nozzle." 

http://atlanticbb.net/news/read.php?ps=1011&rip_id=%

3CD9K3I9S00%40news.ap.org%3E&news_id=18332999

&src=most_popular_viewed 

 

10-12-13 MI Suspended Byron High School students 

reinstated 

BYRON, Michigan -- Four Byron students suspended 

following the discovery of weapons inside five vehicles Nov. 

16 during a preplanned lockdown at the high school last 

month can return to school Tuesday morning. 

School board members unanimously voted to reinstate 

the students after they met requirement from the board 

inclduing completing 10 hours of community service, 

completing a threat assessment by the Shiawassee Regional 

Education Service District, forfeiting driving and parking 

privileges on school property for the rest of the 2010-2011 

school year, and finishing all school work they missed 

during the suspension. 

The four students have been suspended since Nov. 16, 

when a lockdown drill took place at the school. High School 

Principal Steven Vowles noticed a weapon inside a vehicle 

in the student parking lot and searches of student vehicles 

were conducted. 

Shotguns, ammunitions, bows, and a paintball gun were 

found inside the vehicles during the search. Two students 

received lesser suspensions, but the other four were 

suspended originally until the end of the semester during a 

Nov. 22 school board meeting.  

Lynette Scaffede, parent of 16-year-old junior Curtis 

Scaffede, was glad her student would be back in school, but 

said all the time off will make the students' grades suffer the 

rest of the year.  

"It's been a lot of stress for the family," she said. "I'm 

just glad it's over and they're reinstated. Scaffede felt the 

original penalty was "a little harsh." 

Scaffede felt other students also had weapons in their 

vehicles, but they were not punished like her son.  

Curtis Scaffede and 16-year-old junior Kyle Domanski, 

who was also suspended, said they feel behind on their 

schoolwork already. 

"It would have been nice to have come up here (to the 

school) and worked with the teachers at some point," 

Scaffede said. "Actually being in class you learn a lot with 

the lectures." 

Domanski said he has not received all the work he 

missed during the suspension and done only "one or two 

tests" for all his classes.  

The pair said they will be more cautious in the future 

and would not bring their hunting weapons to school during 

the season or otherwise. The search came one day after the 

start of hunting season, causing some in the community to 

question the time of the search. 

Board President Randy Markley said the students have 

done everything required of them and deserve to come back 

to school. 

"I don't want to see any of you again until you walk 

across the stage at graduation," he told the students 

following their reinstatement. "I didn't have any grey hair up 

until a month ago." 

Superintendent Daniel Scow said the school would 

"consider" sending out a letter before firearms season 

reminding them of the no weapons policy. He said the date 

of the lockdown not coinciding with hunting season in the 

future "may be a consideration" but reiterated it was the 

only time law enforcement was available this fall.  

Lynette Scaffede is just glad to have the incident 

done and her family can move forward as normal.  

 "I'm gald it's over and we can enjoy Christmas," she 

said.  

http://www.mlive.com/news/flint/index.ssf/2010/12/susp

ended_byron_high_school_st.html 

 

10-12-12 Chicago's Permit process not exactly as fast 

as a speeding bullet 

The delight that North Sider Ray Diaz felt in early 

September driving home with his newly purchased Heckler 

& Koch .45-caliber handgun, the first of his life, was 

tempered by frustration with the hoops he felt he had to 

jump through to get his city-issued firearms permit. 
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Diaz, who wanted a gun for home protection and target 

shooting, said he spent months trudging through the process 

to get his permit. 

After applying for a state firearm owner's identification 

card in June, he waited a month to receive it. He next spent 

several weeks looking for a certified instructor and a range 

where he could take the mandated firearms training course. 

He settled on a Dundee range about 35 miles from his home, 

but he waited several more weeks for an open class. Finally, 

after shelling out $100, he received his gun permit in 

September 

The 53-year-old retired Horner Park man is one of more 

than 1,500 city residents to receive the permit since the City 

Council passed an ordinance this summer allowing handgun 

ownership in Chicago for the first time in decades. 

Six months ago, the U.S. Supreme Court struck down 

the city's 28-year-old handgun ban, compelling city leaders 

to quickly craft a new set of control measures they said 

would keep the guns out of criminals' hands while holding 

lawful owners accountable. 

Diaz said the application process was more like an 

expensive, tedious odyssey he believes is meant to 

discourage would-be gun owners from applying. 

"I can see (the need for) the classes. But it doesn't make 

sense for me to pay $100 for every three years to bring a 

gun into the city," Diaz said. 

The city appears to be making good on its promise to 

quickly process incoming applications for firearms permits. 

But it still lags in creating an accessible database intended 

to let police know where the firearms are being kept. 

Since the ordinance became law, the Police Department 

handed out 1,565 Chicago firearms permits and have 

registered 2,759 firearms, according to police spokeswoman 

Lt. Maureen Biggane. 

Police officials acknowledge they were behind in 

bringing online an automated system that would tell 

responding officers where in the city guns had been legally 

registered, a measure officials said would help protect first-

responders going into homes in emergencies. 

Mayor Richard Daley last week expressed frustration 

that the system hadn't been implemented. On Saturday, 

Biggane said the system was available for officers to use on 

their portable computer terminals as of Friday. 

Critics continue to hit the city over its training 

requirements, as well as the costs associated with getting 

and keeping a handgun. Before a gun-seeker can purchase a 

handgun, he or she may have to spend well over $200 for 

training, application and registration fees. 

By law, the training course must give instruction on the 

legal use of firearms and the "ethical and moral 

considerations" involved, as well as require the applicant to 

practice firing, cleaning and storage 

In July, Mayor Richard Daley said the city's regulations 

are reasonable because they allow law-abiding people to 

own handguns, while keeping the weapons from 

"gangbangers and drug dealers who only want to terrorize 

our communities." 

At Illinois Gun Works in Elmwood Park, a gun shop and 

shooting range, about 400 city residents have signed up for 

its firearms-permit class since the ordinance became law. 

During the final hour of a training class in November, 

the ears of the 16 permit-seekers perked up when an 

instructor started his lesson with the course's most eagerly 

anticipated lecture: the use of deadly force. But many 

weren't happy to learn they can't use their weapons to stop a 

garage burglary, to scare off car thieves or even to frighten 

a trespasser. 

"This don't sit well with me," said a retiree and military 

veteran after being told it isn't legal to shoot through a 

closed door, even if he believes he's defending himself. 

"You don't have to agree with it, (but) my job is to tell 

you the law," the instructor said. "I'm not asking you to 

accept the law, I'm asking you to understand it." 

In interviews with more than a dozen applicants, the 

reasons for why they sought gun permits varied, from 

wanting to protect themselves to wanting to make guns they 

already owned legal in the city. 

Hunter and longtime gun owner Joseph Lavecchia said 

he aggressively pursued a city gun permit to gauge the 

process as much as to legally register his hunting rifles, 

which now also require registration in the city. The 

Northwest Side man concluded that the price of owning a 

gun in the city was more like a penalty. 

"It seems like a tax," said Lavecchia, 43, of Jefferson 

Park. "An FOID card is $10; why is a (city permit) $100? 

The Supreme Court says owning a firearm is a right, and 

$100 to practice a right is kind of silly." 

Lavecchia added that several friends who hunt were also 

unhappy with the new city requirements and have refused to 

apply for a city permit, but kept their guns in violation of 

city law. 

The cost of registration also bugs Otis McDonald, the 

lead plaintiff in the federal lawsuit that overturned the city's 

gun ban. A longtime resident of Morgan Park, McDonald 

said several friends told him they were interested in 

purchasing guns, but likely wouldn't be able to because of 

the cumulative costs. 

Look at how much money you have to pay to get a gun," 

he said. "Most of the poor people that need it don't have the 

money to get it … only because of the (ordinance)." 

Detractors say the permit process is not only costly, but 

inconvenient. The ordinance requires training from a state-

certified instructor, but it doesn't provide a list of such 

instructors. Also, because gun ranges are outlawed within 

city limits — an ordinance being challenged in court — 

gun-seekers must venture to the suburbs to meet the 

requirement. In addition, the application must be submitted 

in person to a single police records office in Brighton Park 
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during weekday business hours, a tall order for working 

adults. 

A West Side woman taking the course in Elmwood Park 

said she's been a crime victim several times. The final straw 

came when three men rang her doorbell at 3 a.m. over the 

summer. 

"I have been burglarized, I've been carjacked, I've been 

robbed," said the woman, a city employee who asked not to 

be identified. 

In addition to a $125 training course, she also took a $60 

gun-familiarization class to learn how to operate and care 

for a shotgun she already kept in her home. The cost was 

worth it, she said. 

During a question-and-answer session at the training 

course, the woman recalled an incident in which she said 

police took 45 minutes to come to her home after she called 

them, concerned about men walking around her home. 

She then wondered aloud whether now that she's trained, 

she could have legally protected herself. 

http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2010-12-12/news/ct-

met-chicago-gun-registry-20101212_1_gun-owners-

handgun-ban-firearms-training 

 

10-12-12 Supreme Court Justice Stephen Breyer: 

Founding Fathers Would Have Allowed Restrictions on 

Guns 

If you look at the values and the historical record, you 

will see that the Founding Fathers never intended guns to go 

unregulated, Supreme Court Justice Stephen Breyer 

contended Sunday. 

Appearing on "Fox News Sunday," Breyer said history 

stands with the dissenters in the court's decision to overturn 

a Washington, D.C., handgun ban in the 2008 case "D.C. v. 

Heller."  

Breyer wrote the dissent and was joined by Justices John 

Paul Stevens, David H. Souter and Ruth Bader Ginsburg. 

He said historians would side with him in the case because 

they have concluded that Founding Father James Madison 

was more worried that the Constitution may not be ratified 

than he was about granting individuals the right to bear 

arms.  

Madison "was worried about opponents who would think 

Congress would call up state militias and nationalize them. 

'That can't happen,' said Madison," said Breyer, adding that 

historians characterize Madison's priority as, "I've got to get 

this document ratified." 

Therefore, Madison included the Second Amendment to 

appease the states, Breyer said 

"If you're interested in history, and in this one history 

was important, then I think you do have to pay attention to 

the story," Breyer said. "If that was his motive historically, 

the dissenters were right. And I think more of the historians 

were with us." 

That being the case, and particularly since the Founding 

Fathers did not foresee how modern day would change 

individual behavior, government bodies can impose 

regulations on guns, Breyer concluded. 

In July 2008, the concurring opinion in "D.C. v. Heller" 

written by Justice Antonin Scalia and shared by Chief 

Justice John G. Roberts Jr. and Justices Anthony M. 

Kennedy, Clarence Thomas and Samuel A. Alito Jr. found 

that the district's ban on handgun possession at home 

"violates the Second Amendment, as does its prohibition 

against rendering any lawful firearm in the home operable 

for the purpose of immediate self-defense." 

The ruling raised concerns by dissenters like Breyer that 

gun laws nationwide would be thrown out. That has not 

happened yet. 

Breyer, who just published "Making Our Democracy 

Work," a book about the role of the court in American life, 

outlined his judicial philosophy as one in which the court 

must take a pragmatic approach in which it "should regard 

the Constitution as containing unwavering values that must 

be applied flexibly to ever-changing circumstances."  

Since the Founding Fathers could not foresee the impact 

of modern day communications and technology, the only 

option is to take the values of the Founding Fathers and 

apply them to today's challenges. 

"The difficult job in open cases where there is no clear 

answer is to take those values in this document, which all 

Americans hold, which do not change, and to apply them to 

a world that is ever changing," Breyer said. "It's not a 

matter of policy. It is a matter of what those framers 

intended." 

He suggested that those values and intentions mean that 

the Second Amendment allows for restrictions on the 

individual, including an all-out ban on handguns in the 

nation's capital. 

"We're acting as judges. If we're going to decide 

everything on the basis of history -- by the way, what is the 

scope of the right to keep and bear arms? Machine guns? 

Torpedoes? Handguns?" he asked. "Are you a sportsman? 

Do you like to shoot pistols at targets? Well, get on the 

subway and go to Maryland. There is no problem, I don't 

think, for anyone who really wants to have a gun." 

http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2010/12/12/breyer-

founding-fathers-allowed-restrictions-guns/ 

 

10-12-10 Community outraged at school's suspension 

threat 

Hunting rifle in trunk brings comment: 'This is Montana, 

not Chicago!'  

A community has surged forward to stand with a high 

school cheerleader who faces possible expulsion after she 

forgot to remove a hunting rifle from the trunk of her car 

and drove it to school.  
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"Good heavens educators. This is Montana, not 

Chicago! … To even consider punishment of any degree is 

outrageous. Remember, educators can be replaced," wrote 

one person in the Kalispell Daily Inter Lake.  

WND had reported days ago when Gary Marbut of the 

Montana Shooting Sports Association told WND he was 

contacted by the student's mother.  

Demarie DeReu is facing hearing Monday night with 

school district officials in the Columbia Falls school district 

to determine her future. Possible penalties include 

expulsion.  

District officials have not returned several messages left 

by WND.  

"She will possibly have her life derailed because a bunch 

of school idiots insist that she must be subject to an 

irrational, 'zero tolerance' policy about guns in schools that 

does not countenance lack of bad intent. The theory that 

people with malice will be intimidated into good conduct if 

people without malice are punished in lieu of them is idiocy 

at its finest," Marbut has written.  

He said DeReu, 16, is an honor roll student, a member 

of the Columbia Falls High School student council and a 

varsity cheerleader.  

She's also a hunter.  

"Although she had no intent to break any rules or laws, 

or harm anyone, Demarie is at risk of having her college 

education derailed and maybe even being identified forever 

as a domestic terrorist," Marbut reported.  

It was over Thanksgiving that she went hunting with 

family and friends, but when she returned home forgot her 

unloaded hunting rifle was cased and locked in the trunk of 

her car.  

When she returned to school, and heard an 

announcement that a "contraband" dog would be making the 

rounds of the parking lot, she remembered the gun locked in 

her trunk.  

In an interview today with WND, she reported what had 

happened.  

She said she told officials right away about her 

forgetfulness, and asked whether she could move the car or 

take it home.  

Instead, she was escorted from her class by Assistant 

Principal Scott Gaiser who told her she would be expelled 

from school.  

She hasn't been back at class since.  

The expulsion threat, in fact, also was included in a 

letter the superintendent sent the family, her attorney, Sean 

Frampton, told WND.  

The Daily Inter Lake reported today that expulsion was 

an unlikely result, and, in fact, the superintendent, Michael 

Nicosia, told a WND reader in an e-mail that was 

forwarded to WND, "I could not and will not recommend 

expulsion in this matter."  

Backtracking on the message in the earlier letter to the 

family, he wrote, "If you knew our school district and how 

our board works with our kids, you would understand that 

this whole thing is greatly blown out of proportion. We live 

in a hunting and shooting sport culture. That is understood 

and respected. If those that have flooded the internet took 

the time to talk to me and/or a single board member, they 

would know that common sense and understanding will be 

use in the matter as in all such matters."  

The community sentiments were evident in the Inter 

Lake comment pages: 

"I think she did everything right." 

"So the school superintendent is upset that people have 

been creating 'a lot of hullaballoo" for nothing. I wonder 

where people got the idea that this kid was going to be 

expelled. On yeah, her principal said this." 

"Nicosia's current comments certainly do contradict what 

he said earlier. He is the one that blew this out of proportion 

and it was the comments and pressure from the public that 

restored some sanity." 

"'There's been a lot of hullaballoo for nothing.' 

NOTHING?? The sacred, God-given, constitutionally 

protected right to keep and bear arms is NOTHING?" 

"Only in Montana, a cheerleader and honor student who 

hunts!!" 

"Let's see if I can break this down. Basically, these 

educators would have tossed this girl on the trash heap 

without a second thought, in blind obedience to their zero 

tolerance policy. But now, with all the public outrage, they 

are concerned about their image and will feign common 

sense." 

The teen told WND she took hunter's education when 

she was in 8th grade and got a buck her first hunting 

season. Ever since, she has a process to make sure her gun 

is unloaded and secured in its case.  

"We are a hunting community," she said. "It's very 

common."  

Frampton said he expects numerous members of the 

community to be at the Monday night hearing for the 

cheerleader.  

Marbut researched state law.  

"The controlling Montana law about this is 20-5-202, 

M.C.A., which says about expulsion for bringing guns 'to 

school,' '... the trustees may authorize the school 

administration to modify the requirement for expulsion of a 

student on a case-by-case basis.' Further, 'to school' is not 

defined in 20-5-2-202, but is at 45-8-361, M.C.A. as '... in 

a school building.' Demarie's hunting rifle was cased and 

locked in the trunk of her car in the parking lot, but not 'in a 

school building,'" Marbut wrote.  

In fact, Montana law specifies that "a student who is 

determined to have brought a firearm to school under this 

subsection must be expelled from school for a period of not 

less than 1 year, except that the trustees may authorize the 
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school administration to modify the requirement for 

expulsion of a student on a case-by-case basis."  

State law also makes multiple references to banning any 

"weapon" from being "in a school building."  

WND reported earlier when a professor at a Connecticut 

school sparked controversy by calling police when a student 

talked about the Second Amendment during a class speech.  

The report came from the Recorder, a newspaper at 

Central Connecticut State University, which cited the case 

of student John Wahlberg.  

The student was fulfilling an assignment for his 

Communications 140 class that required him to discuss a 

"relevant issue in the media" when he and two other students 

on a team chose to talk about school violence, including 

recent events such as the 2007 shootings that left nearly 

three dozen people dead at Virginia Tech University.  

Wahlberg made the point during his Oct. 3, 2008, class 

presentation that if students were allowed to carry concealed 

weapons on campus, the violence could have been stopped 

earlier. He discussed the concept of college campus gun-free 

zones.  

That evening, the Recorder said, Wahlberg got a call 

from campus police officers who "requested" his presence at 

their station. When he arrived, officers listed firearms that 

were registered to him and asked him where they were.  

Apparently his professor, Paula Anderson, had filed a 

campus police department complaint about his speech. 

Police officers reported she said students were "scared and 

uncomfortable" during his presentation.  

WND has reported on a number of similar situations, 

including when a Colorado high-school student was 

informed of a 10-day suspension for having non-functioning 

drill team rifle replicas in her car in a parking lot at school. 

A Texas school also threatened its students for even 

talking about guns, and a shirt was banished from a school 

campus because it had the image of a gun.  

In another case, a student was suspended simply for 

advocating for the Second Amendment. 

Marbut has also been active of late in the campaign for 

the Montana Firearms Freedom Act, a law that simply 

states guns made, sold and kept in the state are exempt from 

federal regulations. That idea already has been copied by 

seven other states, and dozens of others are considering it. 

The court fight over whether it can be enforced is 

pending before the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. 

http://www.wnd.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=2

38509 

 

10-12-10 OHIO House vote on gun bills unlikely until 

2011 

COLUMBUS — Two gun bills, including one to allow 

concealed guns in bars and restaurants, are not likely to be 

voted on in the Ohio House this session, but may be 

reintroduced next year. 

House Speaker Armond Budish, D-Beachwood, who is 

against the bills, generally controls which bills get to the 

floor and does not expect any more House sessions before a 

two-year term expires at the end of the month. 

Senate Bill 239 would loosen rules on how concealed-

weapon permit holders carry guns in their cars. The bill 

would remove requirements that the guns be holstered or in 

purses or bags. It also would allow permit holders to carry 

concealed weapons in bars and restaurants that serve 

alcohol. 

Senate Bill 247 would make people with misdemeanor 

drug convictions eligible to buy and carry concealed 

weapons. 

Rep. Danny Bubp, R-West Union, has said he will 

reintroduce the bills early next year when Republicans 

control the chamber. 

The bills have been opposed by a number of major state 

law-enforcement associations. 

“Alcohol and weapons don’t mix,” said Butler County 

Sheriff Richard K. Jones. “I support the conceal carry law, 

always have. But weapons in a restaurant where alcohol is 

consumed is just not a good idea.” 

Hamilton police Chief Neil Ferdelman said having 

multiple people armed in a restaurant or bar where a 

shooting has occurred would be “a nightmare” for the 

responding officer, who “would have to determine who are 

the good guys and who are the bad guys,” Ferdelman said. 

“The law works just fine as it is.” 

Sean Maloney, a CCW trainer and member of both the 

NRA and Buckeye Firearms Association, said the bill 

requires a bit of trust that the person will not consume, but 

added it’s no different than trusting law abiding citizens to 

carry a gun into a bank and not rob it. 

http://www.journal-news.com/news/hamilton-

news/house-vote-on-gun-bills-unlikely-until-2011-

1025792.html 

 

10-12-10 Navy Sets New World Record with 

Electromagnetic Railgun Demonstration 

NAVAL SURFACE WARFARE CENTER 

DAHLGREN, Va (NNS) -- The Office of Naval Research 

(ONR) achieved a milestone Dec. 10 when it successfully 

conducted a world-record 33-megajoule shot of the 

Electromagnetic Railgun aboard Naval Surface Warfare 

Center Dahlgren Division. 

"Today's railgun test demonstrates the tactical relevance 

of this technology, which could one day complement 

traditional surface ship combat systems," said Rear Adm. 

Nevin Carr, chief of naval research. 

"The 33-megajoule shot means the Navy can fire 

projectiles at least 110 nautical miles, placing Sailors and 

Marines at a safe standoff distance and out of harm's way, 

and the high velocities achievable are tactically relevant for 
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air and missile defense," he said. "This demonstration moves 

us one day closer to getting this advanced capability to sea." 

Besides the extended ranges, the railgun also improves 

safety for Sailors and Marines because it will eliminate the 

need for a high-energy explosive warhead and traditional 

gun propellants. Removing explosives and chemicals will 

reduce the munitions logistic chain. 

A megajoule is a measurement of energy associated with 

a mass traveling at a certain velocity. In simple terms, a 

one-ton vehicle moving at 100 mph equals a megajoule of 

energy. 

In 2008, ONR conducted a 10-megajoule shot for media 

and visitors at Dahlgren. Today's demonstration showed 

researchers are steadily progressing toward developing a 

gun that could hit targets almost 20 times farther than 

conventional ship combat systems. A 33-megajoule shot, for 

example, could potentially reach extended ranges with Mach 

5 velocity, five times the speed of sound. 

The Department of the Navy's Office of Naval Research 

provides the science and technology necessary to maintain 

the Navy and Marine Corps' technological advantage. 

Through its affiliates, ONR is a leader in science and 

technology with engagement in 50 states, 70 countries, 

1,035 institutions of higher learning, and 914 industry 

partners. ONR employs approximately 1,400 people, 

comprising uniformed, civilian and contract personnel. 

http://www.navy.mil/search/display.asp?story_id=57690 

 

10-12-09 Big Changes Coming To Iowa's Gun Law 

DES MOINES, Iowa -- Iowa's new gun law looks to 

broaden rights for those who carry weapons with fewer 

restrictions and fewer people turned away by county 

sheriffs.  

At the Polk County Sheriff's Office, applications for a 

permit to carry weapons continue to pile up. On Jan. 1, 

changes to Iowa's gun law will take affect.  

Sean McClanahan is president of the Iowa Firearms 

Coalition, the group that lobbied for the changes.  

"There are 99 counties in Iowa. We essentially had 99 

different sets of rules on how to get a permit: what type of 

training is required, what type of justifications or 

restrictions were on that permit," said McClanahan.  

Beginning Jan. 1, sheriffs in all 99 counties must follow 

the same rules when issuing gun permits.  

Permits will be issued to Iowans who are not disqualified 

by state or federal restrictions after they complete firearm 

safety training. Proficiency training will no longer be 

required, which means applicants can receive a permit 

without ever firing a weapon.  

"The training does bother us, you've got somebody out 

there that's got a gun and they haven't shot it or don't know 

how to handle it. I guess that would be one of my concerns," 

said Capt. David Knight of the Polk County Sheriff's 

Department.  

Sheriffs will no longer have a say about where one must 

receive firearms training.  

"Now you can get training from any NRA certified 

trainer. You can use prior law enforcement training, prior 

military training," said McClanahan.  

Most sheriffs currently require gun owners to keep their 

firearms concealed in public, but Knight said sheriffs can't 

add that restriction under the new law, which could be the 

biggest change.  

"I'm hoping that these folks that have had the permits for 

a long time have always carried concealed and continue to 

do so, but I guess we don't want the public to get alarmed 

when they see it because there could be some folk that will 

be doing that," said Knight.  

The new law also allows Iowans to carry a gun in public 

while they are drinking alcohol, but the permit to carry 

becomes invalid if the person becomes intoxicated, which 

the state defines as someone with a blood-alcohol 

concentration of 0.08 or higher.  

Permits will also be valid for five years instead of just 

one year under the new law. 

http://www.kcci.com/r/26082619/detail.html 

 

10-12-09 Utah State Gun 

Utah lawmakers continue to struggle to find just the right 

way to honor the late firearms inventor John Moses 

Browning. Unfortunately, their latest idea, naming the 

Browning model 1911 pistol the state gun, is another miss. 

Earlier this year, one senator wanted to attach 

Browning’s name to an existing holiday, perhaps Memorial 

Day, Veterans Day or Pioneer Day. That plan didn’t gain 

much support, thank goodness, so, now, a different 

lawmaker is back with a different idea. Rep. Carl Wimmer, 

R-Herriman, wants to declare the Browning model 1911 

.45-caliber pistol the state gun. 

As far as we can tell, no other state has a state gun, so 

that would make Utah the first. But that isn’t the kind of 

notoriety the state needs. Like all places, Utah has its 

peculiarities. This surely would be another. 

Naming a state gun is problematic because a gun is, 

after all, a killing tool. It’s not like honoring the state 

flower, state bird, or even the state dinosaur, which happens 

to be a rather nasty carnivore. A gun necessarily carries the 

connotation of violent death, not the sort of thing Utah 

would want to appear to celebrate. 

While the naming of the state gun would eventually lapse 

into obscurity, as most official state symbols do, it would 

give Utah an awkward 15 minutes of, “Say, what?” “A state 

gun?” 

We don’t question that Browning is worthy of 

commemoration. He was undoubtedly one of the greatest 

firearms inventors in U.S. history, perhaps the greatest in 

history, period. That he contributed significantly to the U.S. 
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victories in World War I and World War II is settled 

history. 

The model 1911 .45 semiautomatic pistol was the 

standard U.S. sidearm for decades. His Browning 

Automatic Rifle and machine guns were critical to 

American fighting efforts. 

Browning was a native Utahn, born in Ogden in 1855 of 

pioneer stock. At his death in 1926, his accomplishments 

were widely recognized. One reason to name the model 

1911 pistol the state gun now is that it would coincide with 

the centennial of its invention (hence its name). 

But instead of naming a state gun, why not honor 

Browning with a statue at the State Capitol? 

Utah already has an outstanding, though modest, state 

museum devoted to Browning and his firearms at Union 

Station in Ogden. If you’re interested in firearms and 

haven’t seen it, you should check it out. It’s wonderful. 

Still, naming a state gun would be a public relations 

misfire. 

http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/opinion/50827724-82/state-

gun-browning-utah.html.csp 

 

10-12-08 Chicago Daley annoyed that gun registry 

not up and running  

Mayor Richard Daley expressed frustration today that 

the Chicago Police Department has not set up a database to 

let police officers and firefighters know how many firearms 

are registered in each home in the city. 

The registry was a key piece of Daley's new gun control 

platform this summer after the U.S. Supreme Court 

overturned the city's handgun ban in June. The mayor said it 

would help protect first responders by letting them know 

what kind of situation they might encounter when they went 

to calls in Chicago residences. 

"It is annoying" that the registry isn't yet in place, Daley 

said when asked about the topic after the City Council 

meeting. 

"They should have it by now," he said. "I'll find out why 

they didn't do that." 

The mayor said he doesn't know why the database isn't 

available to police and firefighters yet, but said it shouldn't 

have taken this long. 

"Maybe it's bureaucracy. I would ask the 

superintendent," he said. 

The police department, which is run by Supt. Jody Weis, 

issued a statement this afternoon that said gun permit 

records are being entered and "will be complete in the 

coming weeks." Officers will then be able to access the 

information on their in-car computers, the department said.  

http://newsblogs.chicagotribune.com/clout_st/2010/12/d

aley-annoyed-that-gun-registry-not-up-and-running.html 

 

10-12-07 Utah State bird, state flower, now a state 

firearm 

Virtually all states have a state bird, a state flower and a 

state motto. But Utah soon could be among the first to have 

an official state firearm — the Browning model 1911 .45-

caliber handgun, designed by Utah gunmaker John Moses 

Browning. 

Rep. Carl Wimmer, R-Herriman — a former police 

officer, a life member of the National Rifle Association and 

an instructor for concealed weapons classes — wants to 

take a shot at creating that designation when the Legislature 

convenes next month. At least one anti-gun-violence group 

bemoans the move but sees no real harm. 

“It would be very appropriate going into 2011 because it 

is the 100-year anniversary of the Browning model 1911,” 

Wimmer said. “It has a rich history. It was in every war 

from World War I to World War II, Korea, Vietnam and all 

the recent wars. It is still used by some military units and 

many police agencies.” 

Wimmer said he believes some other states also have 

state firearms but could not name any specifically. 

Comprehensive websites about state symbols do not list 

any. 

And when a Pennsylvania lawmaker proposed 

designating a state firearm there this year (to honor the 

Pennsylvania long rifle), news stories said that would create 

the first official state firearm in the country. That effort 

appears to have failed while creating some controversy with 

anti-violence groups, so Utah now could be the first. 

“As to how the outside world views Utah, it again shows 

how Utah worships guns at all turns of the road,” said Gary 

Sackett, spokesman for the Utah Center for the Prevention 

of Gun Violence. 

“But it is probably true that this particular firearm has 

an historical place, so I don’t think the bill goes to the core 

of what concerns us about firearm safety,” he said. “It is 

troubling that it places firearms on such a pedestal, but 

otherwise it is probably harmless.” 

Wimmer says he owns a version of the gun himself, “and 

Browning was far ahead of his time with this model. Its 

style, functionality and endurability made it the most 

efficient and effective handgun for the last 100 years.” 

It is a single-action, semiautomatic, magazine-fed and 

recoil-operated handgun. It became the standard-issue side 

arm for U.S. armed forces from 1911 to 1985 and is still 

carried by some U.S. forces. It had few changes since it was 

originally issued. 

“Browning played a role in developing almost every 

military small arms weapons that we have,” Wimmer said, 

from various machine guns to automatic rifles and 

semiautomatic shotguns.  

So Wimmer said it would be nice to honor Browning and 

his 1911 model handgun “and honor how it helped to 

protect our nation.” 
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Browning was born in Ogden in 1855 and died in 1926. 

He is credited with 128 gun patents and made his first 

firearm at age 13 in his father’s gun shop. 

“This is not something that we are going to spend a lot 

of time doing, and it won’t take time away from more 

pressing issues,” Wimmer said of his proposal. “I think it is 

something that we can get done very, very quickly early in 

the session. I don’t think it will be controversial.” 

http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/home/50819798-76/state-

utah-firearm-browning.html.csp 

 

10-12-07 New Zealand Bligh considers firearm law 

revamp 

THE shootings on the Gold Coast could spark another 

round of bitter public debate over gun control with Premier 

Anna Bligh vowing to tighten firearm laws if necessary. 

Ms Bligh yesterday said she had been shocked by the 

shootings because they were so unusual. 

She said police were throwing everything at the 

investigation and if they found laws needed to be changed, 

they would be. 

"Here in Queensland we have some of the toughest gun 

laws in Australia but if in this investigation we find 

anything that suggests we should be revisiting them then we 

won't hesitate," she said. 

"This sort of lawlessness has no place in a civilised 

society. 

"These events at the Gold Coast are frankly just 

shocking. There is no place for them in Australia and they 

are shocking precisely because they are extreme and 

unusual." 

The Opposition seized on the shootings to launch an 

attack on the Bligh Government over police numbers, 

claiming Gold Coasters were right to be concerned about 

going out at night and the tourism industry would suffer. 

LNP police spokesman and Noosa MP Glen Elmes said 

there had been increasingly violent incidents on the Gold 

Coast's tourist strip. 

"The shootings over the past few days are very 

disturbing, and come on top of the string of violent crime 

fuelled by alcohol and drugs that occurs in party precincts," 

he said. 

"The Gold Coast community is rightly extremely 

concerned about leaving their homes at night at the moment 

and the shootings could have a detrimental effect on the 

tourism industry which is already struggling." 

But Police Minister Neil Roberts said crime rates across 

a range of categories had decreased over the past 12 months 

and police numbers had increased. 

"Obviously these three incidents are of grave concern 

and police are throwing tremendous resources into resolving 

these as quickly as possible," he said. 

"In terms of the Gold Coast generally, the recent 

statistical review showed there was reductions in crime rates 

across a range of categories, from break and enters to 

assaults. 

"Police are obviously very concerned about these 

incidents and we are really calling for people with any 

information, no matter how small, to provide that 

information to police either directly or through 

Crimestoppers on 1300 333 000." 

http://www.goldcoast.com.au/article/2010/12/07/275261

_gold-coast-news.html 

 

10-12-07 Japan Osaka cop busted for cache of illegal 

weapons, ammo at home 

OSAKA -- An officer with the Osaka Prefectural Police, 

who is suspected of keeping an illegal stash of firearms and 

ammunition at his home, has been arrested, investigators 

said. 

Investigators arrested 48-year-old Chikashi Ikeda, a 

sergeant at the community affairs division of the Osaka 

Prefectural Police's Minoo Police Station on Dec. 6 on 

suspicion of possessing a .32 caliber pistol and ammunition 

at his home in Ibaraki, Osaka Prefecture, in violation of the 

Firearms and Swords Control Law. 

Police seized four firearms from Ikeda's home. The 

suspect has apparently told investigators the weapons 

recovered were .22, .32, and .38 caliber pistols and one 

antique gun, accompanied by about 200 rounds of 

ammunition. Ikeda has claimed the items were left to him by 

his father, who passed away last January. Police are 

currently examining the confiscated materials. 

In addition to the seized weapons and bullets, Ikeda has 

also reportedly admitted to owning six modified model guns 

and dozens of rounds of homemade ammunition. 

According to the prefectural police's inspection 

department, the case emerged after Ikeda's wife talked about 

his violent behavior at home to a police officer of her 

acquaintance in late November. Ikeda was called in for an 

interview with his superior earlier this month, in which he 

admitted to owning firearms. 

Furthermore, the suspect also revealed that he actually 

fired one of the pistols at home on the afternoon of Oct. 30. 

"My wife did not answer me, so I loaded my handmade 

bullets into the pistol and fired two shots at the TV cabinet 

at my home," an investigator quoted Ikeda as saying. Police 

have confirmed there are bullet holes at his residence and 

have recovered one of the rounds. 

Ikeda's wife and two other family members were present 

at the scene. However, they did not report the incident to 

police as they believed the weapon was a model gun, police 

said. 

The suspect, who was assigned to the Minoo Police 

Station's community affairs department in October 2008, 

had been engaged in community-related matters throughout 

his career and had never been involved in gun control 

campaigns. 
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"It is extremely regrettable that a police officer was 

involved in an abominable act like this. We will investigate 

the facts and punish the suspect severely," said the head of 

the inspection department. 

http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20101207p2a00m

0na017000c.html 

 

10-12-06 Wyoming - Many want guns in rec center  

Most of the community seems to agree with some 

loosening of the no-weapons policy at the rec center. 

That longtime policy was challenged recently by local 

people as violating state law. The Wyoming attorney 

general stated in a letter to city officials that while only the 

state may regulate "concealed carry" firearms, 

municipalities can regulate "open carry" under an 

exemption. 

The council heard more discussion from the public 

Thursday after discussing the matter at a previous council 

work session. More than 50 people were in attendance. 

"This has been the most highly inputted topic since I've 

been mayor," Mayor Nancy Tia Brown said. 

The council had the policy rewritten with ideas from the 

first meeting to include allowing all firearms into the rec 

center as long as they stay on the person. 

Council members will vote on the final policy at 

Tuesday night's council meeting. 

Brown explained the pro and con arguments the council 

has already received through letters, phone calls and the 

first meeting. 

"There are basically three points of view," she said. 

The first is for allowing all firearms, she said. 

Arguments include that it's a fundamental right to bear 

arms, the exception that allows municipalities to regulate is 

too broad, it's safer when there are guns present, just 

because some people are uncomfortable around firearms 

doesn't make them illegal, it should be the individual's 

choice where to take a firearm, this ban would lead to 

others, Wyoming is known for its respect of Second 

Amendment rights, and it could lead to withdrawal of 

memberships and possible lawsuits, she said. 

The second point of view, Brown said, is for retaining 

the policy the forbids firearms in the rec center. Arguments 

for this stance include that it's been in place for 10 years, 

the rec center is an inappropriate place for firearms, 

firearms intimidate some people, there's a safety issue with 

children at the rec center, the rec center and city could be 

liable for an accident, some gun advocates lack respect for 

the other point of view, there could be a vocal minority and 

a silent majority with opinions on the issue, criminals should 

be left to law enforcement, and there could be a loss of 

membership, Brown said. 

The third point of view is to allow only concealed carry 

firearms, Brown said. Arguments for this view include a 

concealed carry permit requires more training and is worthy 

of respect and consideration, it would have the benefit of 

safety without drawing attention, it's a compromise position, 

it "narrowly tailors" the law, it's less likely to cause 

incidents when a firearm isn't seen, and with people 

watching what Cody will do with this "charged issue" it 

would be handled in a reasonable and respectful way, she 

said. 

Many on Thursday wanted the ban lifted completely. 

Both council member-elect Donny Anderson and 

unsuccessful hospital board candidate Don Bentzen said 

they favor completely lifting the ban. 

Steve Lassiter said he's concerned about the idea of 

keeping firearms on the person and that the rec center might 

need better lockers. 

Malcolm Murphy, who works at the rec center, pointed 

out the lockers are not secure and requested to keep firearms 

on the person. 

Dave Ball said he wouldn't be bringing in a gun if he 

was working out, but would want to be able to carry if he 

was picking up his children. 

Lou Cicco brought up the case in which a family was 

killed in a fast food restaurant after someone came in with a 

gun. 

"The young woman might have been able to save her 

mother and father and many other people if she'd had it (her 

pistol that day)," he said. "Police officers can't (always)help 

you." 

Although previously dismissed by the council, many 

liked the idea of providing a gun locker at the center. 

Dick Conger, a retired law enforcement official, said the 

biggest problem with guns being stolen in similar situations 

occurs when thieves watch agents take off their weapons in 

their car outside a gym and then break into that vehicle. 

"It would have been prevented if there had been a place 

to lock it up," he said. 

Stu Alan said providing a gun locker is an "easy 

solution. 

"It's not a good idea to leave them in your car," and a 

gun locker would mean weapons would not be carried 

around the center. 

Ball offered to buy a gun locker for the rec center. 

The few people who spoke against firearms said they 

wouldn't oppose the compromise of only allowing concealed 

carry weapons. 

Sharon Miller said she is concerned with having 

unsupervised children in the rec center around firearms, but 

added she would support concealed carrying. 

Hilary Eisen did not understand the point of locking up 

guns if one of the reasons advocates want guns is so they 

are safer. 

She said she doesn't like the idea of having firearms 

around children, but at least with concealed carry, other 

people would not see them. 
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http://www.codyenterprise.com/news/local/article_90ab3

9e0-018a-11e0-86e9-001cc4c002e0.html 

 

10-12-06 Police cope with keeping guns secured safely 

at home 

When her service weapon is not on her, city homicide 

detective Peg Sherwood keeps it in a safe, stored in a closet 

and locked with a key. Her husband, Teddy Anderson, a 

sniper on the SWAT team, also keeps his guns locked and 

out of the reach of their 7-year-old son. 

"We made him aware of our guns, and let him touch 

them," Ms. Sherwood said. "We figured that would take the 

curiosity away." 

Keeping guns safely secured while off duty is a concern 

for police officers, especially those with children. Still, 

many local police agencies have only vague policies on 

weapon storage at home, leaving it up to officers to store 

their guns for easy access yet out of the reach of children. 

Though accidental shootings involving the children of 

police are rare in Western Pennsylvania, a pair of dismaying 

cases in as many months shows that even among 

professionals, keeping weapons safe but accessible isn't 

always simple. 

Port Vue police Officer John Thompson's 4-year-old 

son, Gavin, was able to retrieve his father's .45-caliber 

service weapon from the top shelf of a bedroom closet on 

Nov. 26 at their home in Liberty. It discharged, killing the 

boy, in a case still being probed by Allegheny County 

homicide detectives. 

In October, state Trooper Nicholas Petrosky's son, also 

4, accidentally wounded himself with his father's personal 

gun at their home in Donora. Washington County District 

Attorney Steven Toprani wouldn't say how the boy got hold 

of the gun or where it was kept, only that his review of the 

case remains open. 

Though every officer's living situation is different, "as a 

general rule, if it's not on the officer's person where he can 

control what is done with it, it needs to be under lock and 

key of some sort," said Michael Lesnick, a former federal 

police officer whose 3-year-old son, Joshua, accidentally 

killed himself three years ago with a pistol he found in his 

father's nightstand. He pleaded no contest to charges of 

keeping a loaded firearm near a child and served a year of 

probation before he started sharing his story with other gun 

owners, namely police. Officers are familiar and 

comfortable with guns, he said, and can become complacent 

with safety precautions. 

"To some degree, I've lost my livelihood," said Mr. 

Lesnick who lives in Wisconsin and is no longer in law 

enforcement. "My wife, who was home at the time and saw 

our son die, she suffers greatly from post-traumatic stress 

and nightmares. I carry a lot of guilt because, the bottom 

line, is this is my fault because if anyone knew better, it was 

me. Not only was I a cop, I was a firearms instructor. I used 

to stand up in front of people and say, 'don't do this.' To add 

insult to injury, I went through the criminal justice system 

on the wrong side. The only way you can describe it in one 

word is devastating." 

Mr. Lesnick, who worked as a federal officer in northern 

Illinois for almost six years, also spends his days tracking 

news stories of other accidental shootings, which he prints 

and catalogs. To his knowledge, Mr. Thompson's case was 

the fourth or fifth fatal incident involving a police officer 

this year, though statistics on accidental shootings by the 

children of police officers are hard to come by. 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention found 

that 138 children and teens were killed accidently by guns in 

2007, and 3,588 were shot accidentally but survived in 

2009. But the data isn't broken down to show cases 

involving law enforcement. 

Many local police agencies suggest ways, but do not 

expressly mandate, how an officer should secure a service 

weapon while off-duty or at home. The state police doesn't 

have a specific regulation regarding the issue, though "the 

use or handling of firearms by members in a careless or 

imprudent manner or unjustified endangering of human lives 

by firearms in violation of the rules and regulations relating 

thereto, is strictly forbidden." 

"Troopers generally are urged to use common sense in 

dealing with their weapons," state police spokesman Jack 

Lewis added. 

For Pittsburgh police, "firearms should be stored in such 

a manner as to prevent access to untrained or unauthorized 

persons." The bureau's police policies and procedures states 

that "officers shall secure their firearms at all times in such 

a manner as to restrict irresponsible use," but does not 

elaborate. 

The issue has been a topic of discussion during police 

recruit training for the past 10 years, Deputy Chief Paul 

Donaldson said. 

"We cover different methods of storage, types of locks 

and the pros and cons of each system or method," he said. 

"Handouts are included as a reference where these things 

can be purchased." 

The International Chiefs of Police Association, too, 

advises officers use trigger locks, safes or gun lock boxes 

when they can't keep duty weapons on their person. It makes 

no mention of whether guns should be stored loaded or 

whether ammunition should be stashed separately. 

Best practices are hard to establish because living 

situations differ from officer to officer and weapons storage 

is a "very individual thing," said Betsy Branter Smith, a 

recently retired Naperville, Ill., police sergeant who 

manages a law enforcement training company and has 

written about the issue of gun safety for police publications. 

"It's a fine line officers walk between keeping themselves 

safe, keeping their families safe, and we have a moral 

obligation, even when we're off-duty, to keep the community 
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safe," she said. "What we don't want police officers to do is 

not to bring that gun home or not have a firearm available 

because they're too afraid of having guns in their house." 

She said officers and civilian gun owners alike should 

familiarize their families and children with guns so they 

understand their dangers whether they're at home or 

elsewhere. 

"Guns are like Christmas presents, you can't hide them 

from kids," Ms. Smith said. "Familiarity is what makes a 

kid safe." http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/10340/1108554-

455.stm 

 

10-12-06 Armed mother holds cops at bay for 6-1/2 

hours 

A 35-year-old Chester County mother with a pistol, a 

rifle and a shotgun held authorities at bay for 6-1/2 hours at 

her home on Saturday, refusing to release two of her 

children until police ended the standoff early Sunday, police 

say. 

West Caln Township Police Chief Curt A. Martinez said 

police had removed a gun from the same home during a 

search warrant stemming from a domestic disturbance call 

earlier this year, but Brazzilia V. Rutherford successfully 

petitioned the court to get it back. 

"We had argued that the instability in that household 

made the gun especially dangerous," Martinez said. 

He said police were called to the residence in the 200 

block of Sandy Way at 7 p.m. Saturday for a domestic 

dispute and "possible barricaded subject." When officers 

arrived, they found Rutherford's husband, Rodney L. 

Rutherford, lying in the front yard with head injuries, 

Martinez said. 

The husband told police his wife had pistol-whipped him 

and remained inside with two of the couple's three children, 

who range in age from 8 to 15, Martinez said. The third 

child, who returned home during the standoff, was 

intercepted by police. 

After officers made several unsuccessful attempts to 

make contact with the occupants of the home, nearby 

residences were evacuated and others were requested to 

remain in their basements for their safety, Martinez said. 

He said multiple police departments, including the 

Western Chester County Emergency Response Team and 

several ambulance and fire companies, assisted. 

Negotiating officers eventually spoke with Brazzilia 

Rutherford, who repeatedly refused to let the children leave 

the residence, Martinez said. She was taken into custody 

without incident at 1:26 a.m. after officers forced open the 

door; Martinez said police recovered three weapons: a 

pistol, a rifle and a shotgun. 

Rutherford was taken to Chester County Prison after 

failing to post $100,000 bail to await a preliminary hearing 

on Friday. She faces charges that include aggravated 

assault, possessing an instrument of crime, and endangering 

the welfare of children. 

Her husband was released from Brandywine Hospital 

after being treated for his injuries, police said. 

Chester County Assistant District Attorney Norm Pine 

said he was contacted by West Caln Police in April after 

officers learned that the .380 caliber Bersa pistol seized by 

police was going to be returned to Brazzilia Rutherford. 

"After police gave me information that suggested this 

woman was a danger to herself and others, I filed a motion 

to vacate the order," Pine said. "I think the West Caln police 

should be lauded for calling me; they acted professionally 

and were concerned about public safety." 

Pine said Rutherford was "pretty convincing" in assuring 

Chester County Court Senior Judge Charles B. Smith that 

"this won't happen again." 

In May, Smith signed an order that the gun, which was 

legally owned by Rutherford, be returned to her. 

In January 2009, Rutherford was found not guilty of a 

disorderly conduct charge stemming from a December 2008 

incident in Caln Township, court records said. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/breaking/20101206_

Armed_mother_holds_cops_at_bay_for_6-1_2_hours.html 

 

10-12-05 Shotgun-toting homeowner gets donations  

HALIFAX A New Brunswick man charged with 

bringing his shotgun outside to investigate late-night 

prowlers said his case is drawing support and donations 

from across Canada. 

Laurie Manzer, 45, of Burton, N.S., won’t be in 

attendance when the case returns to court Monday but will 

be represented by his lawyer. 

Manzer has been charged with possessing a weapon for 

a purpose dangerous to the public peace over an incident 

nine months ago. 

He went outside in the middle of the night last March 

after a neighbour called to say there were three prowlers 

outside. 

Manzer said he grabbed an unloaded shotgun and some 

shells on his way out the door. 

The three prowlers were later found to be underage and 

were ticketed by a Mountie for a liquor offence. 

Manzer said supporters who heard about the case in 

Western Canada have started raising money on his behalf 

and have been soliciting their contacts to show their support 

for him. 

“I’ve got so many people calling — you don’t know how 

big and important this is to people,” he said. 

The Crown is pursuing the case as a summary offence, 

not an indictable one. 

Summary offences are usually reserved for the least 

severe cases and tend to carry lighter sentences. 
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Chris di Armani, a British Columbia-based supporter, is 

encouraging others to send donations on Manzer’s behalf to 

the Burton man’s lawyer’s office. 

“You’ve got a military veteran who stepped out of his 

house to check his neighbour and instead of being thanked 

by the police, he’s being threatened with jail time and fines,” 

he said. 

“To me, it’s a pretty clear-cut case.” 

http://www.thespec.com/news/canada/article/281653--

shotgun-toting-homeowner-gets-donations 

 

10-12-04 Illinois State Rifle Association  (ISRA) 

Supported Suit Against Cook County Succeeds in State 

Supreme Court. 

A case brought against Cook County, challenging its 

"Assault Weapon" ban passed in 2006, has finally been 

decided favorably for the ISRA backed Plaintiffs. The case 

of Wilson, et al. vs Cook County et al., was returned to the 

State Appellate Court pursuant to the Supreme Court's 

exercise of its judicial authority, and the First District 

Appellate Court has been ordered to vacate its decision and 

reconsider the case based on the recent decision in 

McDonald vs. City of Chicago. McDonald was a landmark 

decision by the United States Supreme Court in which ISRA 

was one of the Plaintiffs. 

In a move that surprised all parties to the litigation, the 

First District Appellate Court ordered both plaintiffs and 

defendants to file simultaneous briefs in 15 days, with no 

Reply briefing allowed. The Appellate court's Order came 

within days of the Supreme Court's issued mandate, which 

directs the Appellate Court to vacate and reconsider. 

The purported "assault weapons," as defined under the 

very broad and vague terms of the subject County 

Ordinance, include numerous semi-automatic handguns and 

rifles, including the Ar-15, M-1 Carbine, Smith & Wesson 

P99 pistol, Smith & Wesson 22A, Browning BAR 

Longtrack, Winchester Super X Rifle, and the Mini-30 

Ranch Rifle just to name a few Since the lawsuit was filed 

in early 2007, the enforcement of the Ordinance has been at 

a virtual stand-still, and the objective of the ISRA is to see 

that this unwarranted ban is overturned with finality. A 

supplementary brief is being filed and the decision of the 

Appellate Court is expected soon. If required, ISRA is 

prepared to back this case to the U.S. Supreme Court.  

The ISRA is the state's leading advocate of safe, lawful 

and responsible firearms ownership. Since 1903, the ISRA 

has represented the interests of over 1.5 million law-abiding 

Illinois firearm owners. 

http://www.sacbee.com/2010/12/04/3233473/isra-

supported-suit-against-cook.html 

 

10-12-04 Tokyo gun stores go on strike to protest 

stricter possession laws 

An organization of gun stores in Tokyo went on a two-

day strike on Dec. 4 at all of its 18 member stores to protest 

stricter controls on owning hunting guns that it says have 

devastated sales. 

On the morning of Dec. 4, the 18 stores posted notices at 

their storefronts reading "On Strike!" The organization says 

that sales are over 50 percent down at all stores. 

"We apologize to our customers, but we judged that this 

was something we had to do," said a director of the 

organization. 

The strike is the first for any gun store organization in 

the country. 

The stricter controls were put into place when revisions 

to the Firearms and Swords Control Law came into effect 

on Dec. 4 last year. 

Those revisions were spurred by a shotgun shooting 

spree at a sports club in Sasebo, Nagasaki Prefecture, in 

Dec. 2007 that killed one and injured six. 

Under the revised law, people must present the results of 

a diagnosis by a psychiatrist or other qualified doctor and 

are also required to take a training course at a shooting 

range whenever they renew their license, which must be 

done every three years. 

"Many people have abandoned the idea of owning a gun 

because the requirements are too much trouble," says the 

organization, which also worries that hunting associations, 

which protect rural communities by exterminating or driving 

off dangerous wildlife, will lose membership. 

However, according to metropolitan police, even before 

the revised law the gun owning population was on the 

decline because of a lack of young gun owners. In 2009, 

there were 140,000 registered gun owners, only about a 

fourth of the peak in the 80s. 

But a spokesperson for the Dainihon Ryoyukai national 

hunting organization predicts that the revised law will cause 

the decline to increase, saying, "Because of the new law, we 

are expecting a 10 percent drop in (hunting) members 

compared to last year." 

Meanwhile, Masahide Maeda of Tokyo Metropolitan 

University, a professor specializing in the Penal Code who 

supports the revised law, sounds a different note. 

"It's hard to justify putting the profits of the gun business 

ahead of the welfare of our citizens," he says. "I think it's a 

good thing if the gun industry shrinks." 

http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20101204p2a00m

0na003000c.html 

 

10-12-04 State turns up heat in power clash with feds 

Congress must find authority in Constitution 'for every 

action it takes' 

Supporters of Montana's Firearms Freedom Act are 

turning up the heat on the federal government in their fight 

to push Congress back into the box set up by the 
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"enumerated powers" the U.S. Constitution allocates to 

Washington.  

The Montana Shooting Sports Association, the Second 

Amendment Foundation and MSSA President Gary Marbut 

of Missoula have filed a notice of appeal with the 9th U.S. 

Circuit Court of Appeals of their lawsuit that seeks 

affirmation of the state law.  

The MFFA "is designed to test the power of Congress to 

regulate everything without limits under the narrow power 

given to Congress in the Constitution to 'regulate commerce 

… among the states,'" according to a report today from the 

plaintiffs.  

The dispute isn't complicated: the state law "declares 

that any firearms, ammunition and firearm accessories made 

and retained in Montana are not subject to any federal 

authority under the Commerce Clause," because those items 

are not in "interstate commerce."  

It's been so popular that besides the original law in 

Montana, seven other states also have adopted their own 

versions of the same plan over the course of one legislation 

session for the states.  

"Congress must find some authority among the 

Constitution's 'enumerated powers' for every action it 

takes," the plaintiffs explain.  

The case was brought on behalf of the state law the day 

the Montana Firearms Freedom Act became effective in 

Montana on Oct. 1, 2009. Besides the seven other states 

where the concept has been made into state law, similar bills 

have been proposed in another 20 states.  

In October, the trial court in Montana granted the federal 

government's motion to dismiss, but that now is heading to 

the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals.  

"We've known all along that the district court will not 

provide what we seek, the reversal of a half-century of bad 

Commerce Clause precedent," said Marbut. "We need to get 

to the U.S. Supreme Court for that.  

"This notice of appeal puts us at the 50-yard line in our 

quest to get to the Supreme Court – it is a big step in the 

direction we want to go."  

Briefs in support of the state law have been filed by the 

state of Utah and other states, the Goldwater Institute, the 

Paragon Foundation of New Mexico, several groups of state 

lawmakers, the Weapons Collectors Society of Montana, 

the state of Montana itself, and others.  

"It is totally obvious from the positions of federal 

participants, both lawyers and judges for the U.S.," Marbut 

said, "that the federal establishment definitely, almost 

desperately, wishes to prevent this issue from having a trial 

on merit."  

He said the 9th Circuit could order a trial, among its 

other options. But whatever results come about there is 

likely to be appealed to the Supreme Court, Marbut said.  

 
How Montana's gun-law plans spread during the last 

session for state legislatures 

The ultimate results of the case could undercut the 

authority of the federal government on issues not only 

including guns, but marijuana, REAL ID, health care, the 

national guard, taxes and other issues.  

It was U.S. District Judge Donald Molloy who affirmed 

the "findings" of Magistrate Jeremiah Lynch in dismissing 

the case.  

The Montana Firearms Freedom Act has been described 

as part of a growing national effort by states to reject 

federal authority and control when that authority is not 

included in the Constitution.  

Officials at the Tenth Amendment Center, in fact, have a 

long list of issues over which there currently are campaigns 

to "nullify" or void Washington interference.  

Those include firearms regulations, medical marijuana 

laws, REAL ID, health care, the use of the National Guard, 

taxes, the authority of sheriffs and others. Other states that 

have jumped on the Montana case bandwagon include 

Tennessee, Utah, Wyoming, South Dakota, Alaska, Idaho 

and Arizona. 

Marbut noted that the federal government's "vehemence" 

has indicated it perceives the case as being trouble.  

The magistrate in the case, in fact, stooped to name-

calling, describing the plaintiffs as "myopic."  

Montana's law provides guns and ammo made, sold and 

used in Montana would not require any federal forms; 

silencers made and sold in Montana would be fully legal and 

not registered; and there would be no firearm registration, 

serial numbers, criminal records check, waiting periods or 

paperwork required.  

The federal government had written gun dealers in 

Montana, as well as in Tennessee, which also adopted its 

own version of the same law, that warned against following 

the state laws.  

Alaska was the eighth state to declare that firearms 

made, sold and owned in the state are beyond the reach of 

the federal bureaucrats along the Potomac. When South 

Dakota's law was signed by Gov. Mike Rounds, a 

commentator said it addresses the "rights of states which 
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have been carelessly trampled by the federal government for 

decades."  

Michael Boldin of the Tenth Amendment Center said 

Washington likely is looking for a way out of the dispute.  

"I think they're going to let it ride, hoping some judge 

throws out the case," he told WND earlier. "When they 

really start paying attention is when people actually start 

following the [state] firearms laws."  

WND reported when Wyoming joined the states with 

self-declared exemptions from federal gun regulation. 

Officials there took the unusual step of including penalties 

for any agent of the U.S. who "enforces or attempts to 

enforce" federal gun rules on a "personal firearm."  

The costs could be up to two years in prison and $2,000 

in fines for an offender 

http://www.wnd.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId

=235709 

 

10-12-03 Ask the Rabbi: The right to self-defense  

The right to self-defense is well established within 

Jewish law as manifested by the law of 'rodef' (the pursuer) 

The right to self-defense made headlines here in 2007 

after Shai Dromi, a Negev farmer, fatally wounded a 

burglar. In his case, he shot the intruders after attempting to 

verbally scare them and aimed to only wound them. The 

location of the hit, however, led to massive bleeding. The 

case led to a rethinking of Israeli law on the matter which, 

to a large extent, drew upon Jewish legal sources. This 

essay will theoretically explore the discussion within Jewish 

legal theory, with the caveat that readers should clarify the 

relevant laws for their own locales. 

The right to self-defense is well established within 

Jewish law as manifested by the law of rodef (the pursuer). 

The sages contended that the verse “You shall not stand idly 

by the blood of your neighbor” (Leviticus 19:16) not only 

demands saving a friend from drowning or other dangerous 

situations but further dictates that one stop an assailant 

from committing murder (Sanhedrin 73a). This right was 

extended to both onlookers and threatened victims alike and 

was also applied in cases of sexual assault. The status of 

rodef was further applied to a fetus whose mother is 

endangered by the pregnancy, thereby mandating an 

abortion, even as the fetus certainly has no malicious intent 

(CM 425:2-3). 

A more controversial extension of the rodef principle 

was applied in medieval times to informants to governments 

(moser) that would unjustly penalize a convicted Jew to the 

point of endangerment (CM 388:10). Rabbi Moshe Isserles 

even applied the rodef status to money forgers if the local 

rulers would extend the wrath of their punishment upon the 

entire community (CM 425:1). Many decisors, however, 

believe that such calculations are no longer applicable in 

Western democracies that treat Jews fairly (Tzitz Eliezer 

19:52). Equally significantly, Rabbi Yehuda Henkin (Bnei 

Banim 3:33) and Prof. Eliav Schochetman (Techumin 19) 

have compellingly argued (after the Yitzhak Rabin 

assassination) that rodef cannot be applied to democratically 

elected government officials, even if one deems their policies 

to be misguided and dangerous. 

The license to kill an attempted intruder (haba 

bamahteret), however, stems from a different biblical 

passage. “If the thief is seized while tunneling and he is 

beaten to death, there is no bloodguilt in his case. If the sun 

has risen on him, there is bloodguilt in his case” (Exodus 

22:1-2). Some biblical commentators understood the 

difference in the two cases to be a matter of timing. If the 

thief is killed during the act of the robbery, the killer is not 

liable to punishment; but once he has emerged from the 

house and the intensity of the moment has dissipated, one 

may no longer kill him (Hizkuni). 

The sages, however, understood the verse allegorically, 

contending that if it is clear (as the sun) that he has 

nonviolent intentions, one may not kill the intruder. (The 

paradigmatic example of such a nonbelligerent intruder is a 

father intending to steal from his son’s home; while horrible, 

the assumption is that he would never physically harm his 

child.) Otherwise, the intruder may be killed with impunity, 

following the legal principle “If one comes to slay you, kill 

him first” (Sanhedrin 72a). The sages stipulated that people 

do not remain passive when their property is attacked. As 

such, a robber expects a confrontation and comes prepared 

to kill the owner, thereby giving him the status of a rodef 

(Geneiva 9:8). 

This rationale led some to contend that a daytime 

intruder (when the sun literally shines on him) would not 

garner this status, since he hopes to avoid confrontation by 

entering when the owner is not home (Rabad) or because it 

will lead to his identification (Ramban). While Maimonides 

disagreed with this assertion, some have accepted it as 

normative law (Bach CM 425). 

One major distinction to the intruder case is that unlike a 

classic rodef scenario, in which the law requires a person to 

attempt to save the threatened life (Rotzeah 1:6), the 

homeowner is not obligated to kill the intruder (Geneiva 

9:9). He has permission to do so, and is not held liable for 

this death, but he may refrain from taking such action 

(Afikei Yam 2:40). Indeed, some have contended that many 

intruders would choose to flee if confronted, and that the 

Torah only allowed for their killing as a punishment for 

their creating a potentially violent situation (Ran Sanhedrin 

72a). 

Following public outrage over the arrest of Dromi (who 

was ultimately acquitted), the Knesset in 2008 adopted a 

law which removed the requirement for homeowners to 

prove they were under direct threat, even as it continued to 

forbid killing when such a response is entirely excessive to 

deter the robber. The case thus became an example of the 

potential impact of Jewish norms on Israeli law. 
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http://www.jpost.com/JewishWorld/Judaism/Article.asp

x?ID=197688 

 
 

 

 

 


