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Founding Fathers: 

"Let the American youth never forget, that they possess a noble inheritance, bought by the toils, and sufferings, and blood of 

their ancestors; and capacity, if wisely improved, and faithfully guarded, of transmitting to their latest posterity all the substantial 

blessings of life, the peaceful enjoyment of liberty, property, religion, and independence." -- Joseph Story, Commentaries on the 

Constitution, 1833 
 

 

City Council opposes federal bill on 

concealed handguns 
Tuesday, October 04, 2011 

By Joe Smydo, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

Pittsburgh City Council today passed a resolution 

opposing a federal bill that would require states to 

honor each others' concealed handgun laws. 

Pennsylvania already has reciprocity agreements 

with 25 states that have concealed-handgun laws 

comparable to its own. 

However, Congress is considering legislation that 

would require all states to recognize each others laws, 

regardless of how standards differ across the country. 

Council's resolution opposes the bill and calls on 

Pennsylvania's congressional delegation to vote 

against it. 

Council members said laws in some other states are 

weaker than those in Pennsylvania, meaning the state 

would be forced to recognize permit-holders who 

wouldn't qualify for a permit here. They also are 

concerned the federal bill would undercut states' rights 

and put police officers at risk. 

"It's absolutely absurd that this could become 

federal law," Councilman Bruce Kraus said. 
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/11277/1179679-

100.stm?cmpid=latest.xml 

 

Documents Suggest Holder Knew About 'Fast and 

Furious' Earlier Than He Claimed 

For the first time, documents appear to show 

Attorney General Eric Holder was made aware of the 

Operation Fast and Furious earlier than he claimed -- 

up to nine months earlier. 

The documents seem to contradict what Holder 

told a House Judiciary Committee on May 3, when he 

said he could not recall the exact date, but he'd 

"probably heard about Fast and Furious for the first 

time over the last few weeks." 

However, in a July 2010 memo, Michael Walther, 

director of the National Drug Intelligence Center, told 

Holder straw buyers in the Operation Fast and Furious 

case "are responsible for the purchase of 1,500 

firearms that were then supplied to the Mexican drug 

trafficking cartels." 

Also, on Oct.18, 2010, one of Holder's chief 

deputies, Lanny Breuer, chief of the department's 

Criminal Division, told Holder in a memo that 

prosecutors were ready to issue indictments in 

Operation Fast and Furious. 

Documents also show, contrary to earlier reports, 

the Justice Department was aware that ATF agents 

under the department's direction were involved in the 

controversial practice known as "gun walking" -- 

allowing illicit gun sales to proceed to track the 

traffickers to higher-ups. The department has said it 

did not allow guns to "walk." 

When agents "let guns walk," they stop 

surveillance and allow criminals to transfer weapons 

to others. In this case, that meant allowing the guns to 

cross the border into Mexico. It is a highly 

controversial practice agents typically are taught not 

to do. 

However, in an Oct. 17, 2010 memo, Deputy 

Attorney General Jason Weinstein asks another 

attorney in the Criminal Division if Breuer should do 

a press conference when Fast and Furious is 

http://www.nauticom.net/www/acsl/
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announced, but says, "It's a tricky case, given the 

number of guns that have walked." 

His associate, James Trusty writes back, "It's not 

going to be any big surprise that a bunch of US guns 

are being used in MX (Mexico), so I‘m not sure how 

much grief we'll get for 'gun walking.'" 

Until now, there's been an attempt to portray 

Operation Fast and Furious as a rogue operation by 

ATF agents in Phoenix and the Arizona U.S. 

Attorney's Office. But insiders claim these documents 

show the Department of Justice in Washington was 

intimately aware of the case almost from the 

beginning. 

In response to the documents released Monday, the 

Justice Department said Holder's response referred to 

when he first learned of the "troubling tactics" of the 

program, not the name of it. A department spokesman 

also says that the "gun walking" referred to in the 

October 2010 email exchange is about another case 

initiated before Operation Fast and Furious. 
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2011/10/03/documents-

suggest-holder-knew-about-fast-and-furious-earlier-than-

claimed/ 

 

Alabama Company turns gun lovers' ashes into 

ammunition 

MOBILE, Ala (Reuters) - There's something to be 

said for going out with a bang. 

Two Alabama game wardens have devised a 

smoking send-off for avid hunters and gun 

enthusiasts: For a small fee, the pair will turn 

cremated ashes into ammunition that the deceased's 

loved ones can fire at will. 

Holy Smoke LLC has serviced only two clients 

since launching in July, but founders Thad Holmes 

and Clem Parnell said they have seen an uptick in 

prearrangements thanks to word-of-mouth and a 

recent flurry of international press. 

"It's about celebrating life," Holmes, a 16-year state 

conservation officer, said on Friday. "We know how 

strange it sounds to people who aren't comfortable 

around guns, but for those who are, it's not weird at 

all." 

Four years in the making, Holy Smoke was born 

during a late-night stakeout to thwart illegal hunting. 

Parnell had recently lost a family member, and the 

conversation shifted to their own reservations about 

traditional methods for disposing of the departed. 

Parnell and Holmes dreamed up a company that 

would fill shotgun shells and rifle or pistol cartridges 

with ashes, allowing gun enthusiasts to spend eternity 

the way they lived their lives. 

"People take ashes and spread them across lakes or 

forests or throw them in rivers, and nobody thinks 

twice about that. This is no different," said Holmes, 

who noted that a pound of ash fills about 250 shotgun 

shells. 

Costs start at $850. In addition to handling the 

ashes of one client each from Kentucky and Florida so 

far, the Stockton, Alabama, company has received 

inquiries from members of law enforcement, fire 

departments and the military who wish to have their 

service honored in that way when the time comes. 

Other clients have requested the service be carried 

out for their pets, particularly bird dogs who have 

remained faithful companions throughout the years, 

Holmes said. 

Joyce Harrison of Spanish Fort, Alabama, said she 

understood why some people might recoil at the 

concept. But she wishes the option had been available 

seven years ago when her husband of 42 years died of 

cancer. 

"Toward the end he wasn't able to spend as much 

time hunting as he liked, but he took off any time he 

felt strong enough to get through, and he always came 

home so relaxed and at peace with everything," 

Harrison said. "This would have been perfect for 

him." 
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/09/30/us-alabama-ashes-

idUSTRE78T56C20110930 

 

ATF; DOJ now under fire for `Grenade-Walker' 

case 

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

A new twist in the investigation of the Bureau of 

Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives' (ATF) 

"Operation Fast and Furious" has produced another 

case that has moved the discussion from the sinister to 

the surreal. 

Mexican authorities arrested a man identified as 

Jean Baptiste Kingery, who was allowed to walk away 

from prosecution last year despite his alleged 

involvement in trafficking hand grenades to the 

cartels. Now in custody, his case has been transferred 

from the US Attorney's office in Phoenix to Los 

Angeles, according to CBS News. 

In the middle of this story is Emory Hurley, until 

August the assistant US Attorney in Phoenix, and the 

man who allegedly allowed Kingery to walk. Hurley 

was transferred out of the criminal division to the civil 

division by Attorney General Eric Holder on the same 

day that Dennis Burke resigned as US Attorney in 

Phoenix. Burke and Hurley were on the job during the 

http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2011/10/03/documents-suggest-holder-knew-about-fast-and-furious-earlier-than-claimed/
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Fast and Furious operation that allowed an estimated 

2,000 guns to be illegally transported to Mexican drug 

cartel gunmen, although some of those guns have 

reportedly been recovered by authorities in this 

country. 

But Kingery's case has been raising eyebrows since 

it was first revealed by CBS and the Wall Street 

Journal. ATF whistle blower Peter Forcelli reportedly 

was "horrified" when Hurley turned down his request 

to arrest Kingery on federal charges relating to the 

acquisition and transport of hand grenade 

components. Hurley oversaw both Fast and Furious 

and the grenade investigation, according to the Wall 

Street Journal. 

When he was arrested Aug. 31 by Mexican police 

at his home in Mazatlan, Kingery reportedly had the 

components to build approximately 500 hand gre-

nades. At one time, he reportedly had the makings for 

2,000 grenades. Federal authorities in Arizona were 

apparently tipped off about Kingery by a confidential 

informant who reportedly told them he had sold 

Kingery the materials for the 2,000 grenades. 

According to the Wall Street Journal, federal pros-

ecutors allegedly allowed Kingery to walk away with 

the intention of possibly filing charges at a later date. 

However, while he was apparently under surveillance 

driving south to Mexico, Kingery eluded federal 

agents and made it across the border. 

In a related development, the Los Angeles Times 

reported that another crime linked to Fast and Furious 

has been uncovered, this one involving an alleged 

assault on two undercover Arizona police officers in 

2010. Nobody was killed in the incident, but a man 

identified as Angel Hernandez-Diaz, 48, goes on trial 

this month for aggravated assault on a police officer, 

driving a stolen vehicle and illegal possession of 

firearms. The guns—a Beretta semi-automatic pistol 

and a semi-automatic AK-type rifle—are reportedly 

linked to Operation Fast and Furious. 

Hernandez-Diaz allegedly rammed the car driven 

by the undercover officers when the cops tried to stop 

them. Hernandez-Diaz and another man were in the 

stolen car south of Phoenix. The other man was 

identified as Rosario Zavala of Mexico. Hernandez-

Diaz is also believed to be a Mexican national. 

After ramming the police car, both suspects bailed 

out of the stolen Ford pickup and ran into the desert, 

the newspaper reported. Police found the guns in the 

truck. 

Zavala was charged with possession of the stolen 

truck and narcotics possession. The New GUN WEEK, 

October 1, 2011 

 

Fox News reports-FBI covered up 3rd crime gun 

While the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 

and Explosives (ATF) and the Justice Department 

(DOJ) have been reporting that two rifles linked to 

Operation Fast and Furious were recovered at the 

crime scene where Border Patrol agent Brian Terry 

was killed, Fox News discovered that there may have 

been a third gun that the FBI was deliberately hiding 

from the investigation. 

According to Fox News, the FBI concealed the 

existence of this third gun because it could provide a 

link to an informant inside the Mexican drug cartels. 

This revelation came at the same time that 

Congressman Darrell Issa and Sen. Charles Grassley 

officially requested records involving three White 

House staffers. Named in the request were Kevin 

O'Reilly, former director of North American Affairs 

for the National Security Council; Dan Restrepo, 

special assistant to the President on the National 

Security Council, and Greg Gatjanis, director for 

Terrorist Finance and Counternarcotics, 

Counterterrorism Policy, National Security Council, 

according to CBS News. 

Neither the FBI nor the ATF would comment on 

the third gun report, with spokesman saying only that 

the investigation into the slaying of Agent Terry is on-

going. 

Issa and Grassley sent their letter to Thomas 

Donilon, assistant to the President and National 

Security Advisor. Gun Week obtained a copy of the 

letter, in which the two lawmakers, who have been 

investigating Operation Fast and Furious since earlier 

this year, told Donilon that e-mails between O'Reilly 

and former Phoenix ATF Special Agent in Charge 

William Newell suggested that O'Reilly knew about 

Fast and Furious months before the administration ac-

knowledged any knowledge of the botched operation. 

However, throughout the months that this story has 

been getting so much media attention, the White 

House has repeatedly denied knowing about 

Operation Fast and Furious while it was still active. 

Fast and Furious was shut down after guns that were 

allowed to "walk" were linked to the Terry shooting. 

The New GUN WEEK, October 1, 2011 

 

ID man who shot grizzly pays fine, charges 

dropped 

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

In a surprising move that many believe was 

http://www.gunweek.com/
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politically motivated, federal charges were dropped 

against an Idaho man who fatally shot one of three 

grizzly bears that entered his property in May, and 

allegedly posed a threat to his children. 

The story of Jeremy Hill's ordeal made headlines 

across the nation. Hill, a resident of Porthill in 

northern Idaho, not far from the Canadian border, did 

pay a $1,000 fine and was given a federal citation. 

However, he expressed gratitude at the public support 

he received, and was glad to put the incident behind 

him. 

When he was arraigned in August, the hearing 

drew dozens of supporters from Idaho and 

neighboring Washington. Neighbors and supporters 

contributed $19,500 to his defense fund, most of it by 

repeatedly bidding and auctioning a pig that Hill's 

children had raised. 

Hill also got support from Idaho Gov. Butch Otter, 

who personally wrote Interior Secretary Ken Salazar 

about the case. Otter made it clear that prosecution of 

Hill would cause considerable negative public 

reaction to his agency and the federal government. 

Various news reports suggested that the case had 

caused a public backlash against federal officials. The 

story was covered not only by local newspapers in 

Coeur d'Alene and Spokane, but also by the 

Associated Press and other news agencies. 

US Attorney Wendy Olson, an Idaho native'who 

was appointed to the post by President Obama, issued 

a statement when the agreement was announced and 

charges were dropped. 

"The United States Attorney's Office well 

understands Mr. Hill is a concerned husband and 

father who wants to protect his family," she said. 

"Anyone who observes or hears of a grizzly bear near 

campsites or residences must immediately contact fish 

and wildlife officials. Federal, State and Tribal 

officials are mandated to act immediately and 

effectively to remove grizzly bears from populated 

areas. These regulations are designed to ensure citizen 

safety and protect the grizzly bear, which has been 

designated a Threatened Species under the 

Endangered Species Act." 

The May 8 incident unfolded when the bears 

reportedly showed up on Hill's property and moved 

toward a pen where the family's pigs were kept. At the 

time, at least five of Hill's children were believed to 

be outside, playing basketball. When he spotted the 

bears—two cubs and a sow—Hill grabbed a .270 

Winchester rifle belonging to one of his children and 

fired. The bears were about 40 yards from his house at 

the time. 

Hill hit one of the male cubs and subsequently 

finished it. He immediately called Idaho Department 

of Fish & Game agents to report the incident. It was 

allegedly that action that contributed to Olson's 

decision to drop the charges. 

Observers have suggested that a frontal attack on 

the ESA may have also influenced the decision to 

drop charges. The New GUN WEEK, October 1, 2011 

 
Holder's Fast, Furious shuffle in ATF staff won't 

stop probe 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

A change at the top of the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF), coupled 
with the sudden resignation of the US Attorney in 
Phoenix, AZ, will not stop the congressional 
investigation of Operation Fast and Furious. 

Sen. Charles Grassley (R-IA) and Rep. Darrell 
Issa (R-CA) almost immediately vowed to continue 
their probe into the botched gun trafficking sting that 
was launched by the Obama administration in autumn 
2009. 

-
Indeed, both suggested that the shuffle, 

announced by Attorney 
General Eric Holder while Congress was in 

summer recess, is not going to deflect their attempts 
to get at the truth. 

Grassley, who first began looking into Fast and 
Furious in January of this year, said the removal of 
Acting ATF Director Kenneth Melson and the 
simultaneous resignation of Phoenix US Attorney 
Dennis Burke on Aug. 30 "is an admission by the 
Obama administration that serious mistakes were 
made in Operation Fast and Furious, and is a step in 
the right direction that they are continuing to limit 
any further damage that people involved in this 
disastrous strategy can do." 

However, Grassley, who is ranking Republican on 
the Senate Judiciary Committee, also noted that 
Holder and the Justice Department still have some 
explaining to do. 

"The Justice Department and the ATF have yet to 

answer a majority of the questions and still must 

produce many of the documents Congressman Issa 

and I have asked for," Grassley said. "We're looking 

for a full accounting from the Justice Department as to 

who knew what and when, so we can be sure that this 

ill-advised strategy never happens again." 

Issa, chairman of the House Committee on 

Oversight and Government Reform, came out 

swinging. 
"While the reckless disregard for safety that took 

place in Operation Fast and Furious certainly merits 

http://www.gunweek.com/
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changes within the Department of Justice," Issa said 
in a prepared statement, "the Oversight and 
Government Reform Committee will continue its 
investigation to ensure that blame isn't offloaded on 
just a few individuals for a matter that involved much 
higher levels of the Justice Department. 

"There are still many questions to be answered 

about what happened in Operation Fast and Furious 

and who else bears responsibility," Issa continued, 

"but these changes are warranted and offer an 

opportunity for the Justice Department to explain the 

role other officials and offices played in the infamous 

efforts to allow weapons to flow to Mexican drug 

cartels. I also remain very concerned by Acting 

Director Melson's statement that the Department of 

Justice is managing its response in a manner intended 

to protect its political appointees. 

Senator Grassley and I will continue to press the 

Department of Justice for answers in order to ensure 

that a reckless effort like Fast and Furious does not 

take place again." 
In addition to Burke's resignation as US Attorney, 

his assistant, Emory Hurley, who oversaw Fast and 
Furious, was shifted to a different job, out of the 
criminal division to the civil division. 

All of this came about a week after Burke 
reportedly testified in secret to congressional 
investigators. According to Fox News, the session 
became so intense that Burke became "physically 
sick during questioning." 

The announced shuffle also did not convince gun 
rights activists that anyone was being seriously held 
accountable. Alan Gottlieb, chairman of the Citizens 
Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms, 
quickly called for Holder's resignation. 

"Holder is just moving deck chairs on the Titanic," 
Gottlieb stated. "The announcement will do nothing 
to restore America's confidence in the ATF or the 
Justice Department so long as Eric Holder remains 
the Attorney General." 

Gottlieb said the "ultimate responsibility" for the 
scandal rests on Holder's shoulders. He said the 
personnel shuffle was "self-serving," and asserted 
that the attorney general was "looking out for his own 
interests." 

"That's the only thing that is really transparent 
about this entire administration," Gottlieb observed. 
"They are looking out for themselves, and playing 
administrative games when they should step up to the 
plate and accept responsibility for this scandal. 
Several people have been moved from the ATF office 
in Phoenix to other jobs, especially in Washington, 
DC, because of Fast and Furious." 

Melson was replaced on Aug. 31 by B. Todd 

Jones, US Attorney for the District of Minnesota. 
According to the Justice Department, Jones will 
retain his post as a US Attorney, while also serving as 
acting head of the ATF. He served in the US Marines 
and during his enlistment served as both a prosecutor 
and defense counsel during courts martial 
proceedings. 

Three ATF whistleblowers in Phoenix were also 
transferred, according to Fox News. Two were 
shifted to positions in Florida, and the third was 
reassigned to South Carolina. 

Meanwhile, Melson will become senior advisor on 
policy development and forensic science in the Office 
of Legal Policy (OLP). 

Melson was appointed acting director of ATF in 
2009. Prior to that, he was director of the Executive 
Office for US Attorneys and served several years in 
the US Attorney's Office for the Eastern District of 
Virginia. The New GUN WEEK, October 1, 2011 
 

Chicago council `re-tools' range provision in 

handgun ordinance 

The Chicago City Council has once again fiddled 

with the handgun ordinance it hastily adopted more 

than a year ago after the Second Amendment 

Foundation's (SAF) landmark lawsuit in McDonald v. 

City of Chicago essentially rendered the city's long-

running handgun ban moot. 

According to the Chicago Tribune, the city was 

looking at reducing the cost of a bi-annual license fee 

to operate a shooting range to $2,000, amounting to 

$1,000 per year. The city also was preparing to reduce 

the distance a gun range could be from a residence to 

500 feet. The original distance was set at 1,000 feet. 

Mayor Rahm Emanuel had proposed that the city 

allow gun ranges, primarily in an attempt to thwart a 

federal appeals court ruling that strikes down a city 

ban on gun ranges that was part of the original 

handgun ordinance adopted under former anti-gun 

Mayor Richard Daley. Under Emanuel's proposals, 

gun ranges could be allowed to operate, but only in 

manufacturing areas. 

When the original ordinance was adopted allowing 

city residents to apply for licenses to keep handguns 

in their homes, among other restrictive measures it 

mandated firearms training for city residents seeking 

to obtain a handgun for personal protection in the 

home. However, the original ordinance enacted after 

MacDonald, also prohibited the establishment of 

training ranges within the city. 

That ban on gun ranges inside the city was 

immediately challenged by SAF and Action Target 

Inc. along with city resident Rhonda Ezell. 

http://www.gunweek.com/
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A federal district court judge ruled first in favor of 

the city in the Ezell case, but on appeal to the federal 

7th Circuit Court of Appeals, Second Amendment 

Foundation attorneys Alan Gura and David Sigale 

won on a motion for an injunctive relief, forcing 

Chicago back to the drawing board. The New GUN 

WEEK, October 1, 2011 
 
Child's bird care costs mom 

Here's what happens when the letter of a law sends 

the wrong message. 

Eleven-year-old aspiring Virginia veterinarian, 

Skylar Capo, sprang into action the second she 

learned that a baby woodpecker in her dad's backyard 

was about to be eaten by the family cat, WUSA 

News9 reported. 

Skylar couldn't find the woodpecker's mother, so 

she brought it to her own mother, Alison, who agreed 

to take it home. But on the drive home, the Capo 

family stopped at a Lowes and brought the bird inside 

because of the heat. That's when they were 

confronted by a fellow shopper who said she worked 

for the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). 

The problem was that the woodpecker is a 

protected species under the Federal Migratory Bird 

Act. Therefore, it is illegal to take or transport a baby 

woodpecker. The Capo family says they had no idea. 

So as soon as they returned home, they opened the 

cage and the bird flew away, which they reported to 

USFWS. 

But roughly two weeks later, that same woman 

from the Fish and Wildlife Service showed up at 

Capo's front door, this time accompanied by a state 

trooper. Capo refused to accept a citation, but was 

later mailed a notice to appear in federal district court 

for unlawfully taking a migratory bird. She's also 

been slapped with a $535 fine, and, if convicted, 

Capo could face up to a year behind bars. The New GUN 

WEEK, October 1, 2011 
 
Don't take hammer to gun fight 

A man tried to hold up a gas station in San 
Antonio the night of Aug. 28 with a hammer 
disguised as a gun, but he didn't count on a customer 
having a real gun and shooting him in the buttocks. 

According to a report from My San Antonio, 

police say 35-yearold Dustin Darsp walked into the 

gas station with the hammer wrapped in a black 

cloth. 

"He carried it as if it was a gun and pointed it at 

the clerk and the customer," San Antonio police Det. 

Roberto Bernal said. Police say he grabbed a box of 

the synthetic marijuana K2 and walked out, but the 

customer with the gun followed him outside. 

"The robber still wanted the guy to believe he had 

a gun but ended up dropping it," he said. "And as he 

was going to reach for it, the (customer) shot him in 

his left upper buttock." 

Darsp is expected to recover from his wound. It's 

unclear what charges he will face, but the customer, 

whose name was not released, is not facing any 

charges. The New GUN WEEK, October 1, 2011 
 
Louisiana robber learns hard 

A would-be robber in Louisiana should have 
plenty of time after recovering from bullet wounds he 
received in his attempted robbery in September to 
learn that you never take a BB pistol to a gunfight. 

Meet 33-year-old Melvin Phillips, who made it so 

easy for the cops to track him down that getting shot 

was adding injury to insult. 

According to the New Orleans Times-Picayune, 

Phillips strolled into a convenience store on Sept. 6 

asking for a pack of cigarettes. However, he wanted 

more, and that's when things started going south. 

The newspaper said Phillips allegedly put his 

wallet and a cell phone on the counter, and 

"demanded" all of the money in the cash register. At 

the time, he showed the clerk what appeared to be the 

butt of a pistol tucked into his trousers. In fact, as the 

Jefferson Parish Sheriff's Office would later discover, 

it was a BB gun. When the clerk gave him the 

money, he asked for more. 

To Phillips' utter surprise, the clerk didn't come up 

with anymore cash, but instead came up blasting with 

a pistol he pulled out of his pocket, the newspaper 

said. When Phillips made what appeared to be a grab 

for his own weapon, the clerk opened fire and put 

two rounds into his chest. 

Phillips ran out of the store, leaving the wallet and 

the cell phone on the counter. The armed clerk ran 

outside to see the would-be robber at his car. When 

he thought Phillips was trying to get out of the car, 

the clerk fired again. 
Phillips reportedly sped away but crashed the car a 

short time later. Sheriff's deputies arrested him and he 
was taken to a local hospital. The New GUN WEEK, 
October 1, 2011 

 
IL congressmen want concealed carry in Illinois 

Republican members of Illinois congressional 

delegation and one Democrat are urging Gov. Pat 

Quinn and legislative leaders to allow Illinoisans to 

carry concealed weapons in public, the 

http://www.gunweek.com/
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pantograph.com reported. 

In a letter sent to top state officials in early 

August, the 11-member group said Illinois should not 

be the lone state where it is illegal to carry firearms in 

public. 

The one-page note was sent about two weeks after 

Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker put his signature on a 

law making his state the 49th to have a concealed 

weapons law. 

"Exceptionalism can often be a positive thing, but 

in this case it is a mark of shame," the letter notes. 
Among those signing the letter were Republican 

US Reps. Bobby Schilling, Tim Johnson, Adam 
Kinzinger, Aaron Schock and John Shimkus. Rep. 
Jerry Costello was the only Democrat to sign the 
letter. 

"It is time for the Illinois legislature to act and 

permit Illinoisans to join the rest of the nation in their 

ability to carry concealed weapons for self defense," 

the letter notes. 

This spring, legislation legalizing concealed carry 

fell six votes short of the 71 needed for passage in the 

Illinois House. The New GUN WEEK, October 1, 2011 

 
ID lawmaker wants gun safety class on campus 

Following a shooting that left two people dead in 

Moscow, ID, state Rep. Mary Hagedorn, who grew 

up near that northern Idaho community, has called for 

firearms safety education on the University of Idaho 

campus. 

The slaying of graduate student Katy Benoit and 

the subsequent suicide of Professor Ernesto 

Bustamante, who police believe killed the 22-year-

old, reportedly upset Hagedorn, a Meridian 

Republican. According to the Lewiston Tribune, 

Hagedorn told the newspaper that he thinks if Benoid 

had received some kind of firearms training that the 

professor had been aware of, he might have been 

deterred from killing her. If not, the lawmaker 

continued, at least she might have been able to 

defend herself. 

The newspaper also quoted Douglas Orr, an 

adjunct professor at Washington State University 

(WSU) in Pullman, which is just across the border 

from Moscow. Orr, who is with the university's 

criminal justice program in Spokane, told the 

newspaper that expanded concealed carry laws across 

the country over the past several years have not 

resulted in Wild West shootouts as gun 

prohibitionists had predicted. 

He also found, though, that there is apparently no 

connection between the number of people who 

legally carry concealed firearms, and the crime rates. 

He said the numbers are not statistically relevant. 

However, Assistant Professor Melanie-Angela 

Neuilly with WSU's criminal justice program told the 

newspaper that "the presence of guns generally 

doesn't prevent violence. To the contrary, it facilitates 

it." 

Hagedorn told the newspaper about his frustration 

with the firearms issue. 

"We don't hesitate to teach our kids about the 

privilege of driving," he observed, "but when it 

comes to the right of gun ownership, we put our 

heads in the sand." The New GUN WEEK, October 1, 

2011 

 

 
 
More questions need asking about flawed Fast 

and Furious 
by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor 

On Sept. 2, The Detroit News published an 

editorial that urged Congress to continue its probe of 

the failed Fast and Furious operation that let guns 

reach the hands of criminals and narcotics traffickers 

in Mexico and the United States. They are not the 

first or the only newspaper to call for a thorough 

investigation. 
However, based on almost daily new information 

revealed by various print, TV and Internet reporters, 
it doesn't seem likely that the investigation will be 
abandoned or shut down any time soon. Even while 
congressional staff probers uncover or confirm new 
facets of the fiasco, as witness the story on Page 1 of 
this issue about "grenade walking," more and more 
media news outlets seek even more information. 

"Continued probing by Congress is needed into 
the botched federal gunrunning sting known as 
Operation Fast and Furious," The Detroit News 
editorial said. "This week, the acting head of the 
primary agency that ran the failed sting, the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, was removed and 
reassigned. But the real question is how much about 
the operation was known by senior members of the 
US Department of Justice, including Atty. Gen. Eric 
Holder." 

Well, the Michigan newspaper is correct in its 

desire to know more about what top officials at the 

Justice Department knew and when they knew it (but 

obviously didn't make that knowledge public). Others 

are also correct in wanting to know how much the 

White House knew, and when they knew it. 
But there is still more to be known. 

http://pantograph.com/
http://www.gunweek.com/
http://www.gunweek.com/
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For example, was the operating mounted in order 

to provide some sort of Machiavellian support for an 

unpopular administration policy regarding firearms 

sales and ownership in the United States? 

Or, was the objective to placate Mexican 

government officials who had blamed the US and its 

laws for the criminal actions of the drug gangs they 

couldn't control? 

Even more sinister, is the question of whether 

American officialdom colluded with their Mexican 

counterparts in order to bring down only selected 

narcotrafficking enterprises? 

Those are far-reaching questions with serious 

political consequences. There are other questions 

about the botched ATF and DoJ operation that need 

to be asked and answered. Fast and Furious was 

launched in 2009, obviously with some sort of tacit 

approval at the highest levels of the 
US government, and was an extension of 

Operation Gunrunner which was begun by the Bush 
Administration in 2007. 

But until Fast and Furious started to unravel, no 
one had paid much attention to Operation Gunrunner, 
apparently because it followed different and less 
volatile rules. 

Both operations may have shared some 

similarities. For instance, both used informants, who 

may have been guilty of violating one or more US 

laws. It is unlikely that the informants themselves 

were public spirited citizens. Most were people who 

had come to the attention of federal law enforcement 

agencies for one reason or another. In most cases, the 

charges against them had to be set aside or kept under 

wraps in order to assure their cooperation to continue 

to violate gun laws so that government agents could 

gain evidence against bigger and more dangerous 

criminal fish 

In Operation Fast and Furious, run out of the 

Phoenix office of the ATF with the cooperation of the 

local US attorney and other federal investigative 

agencies, the goal was to monitor the sale of weapons 

to purchasers who may have been acting as 

middlemen or "straw buyers" for Mexican drug 

gangs. 

"The problem is that the agents lost track of nearly 

2,000 of the weapons, some of which have turned up 

at crime scenes in the United States and Mexico," 

The Detroit News summarized. "The issue has 

resonance in Michigan because two automatic 

weapons that federal agents let out of their sight were 

recovered at the Arizona murder scene of a US 

Border Patrol officer, Brian Terry. Terry attended 

high school in Flat Rock and was a former Metro 

Detroit police officer," the newspaper continued. 
But the guns recovered in connection with the 

Terry murder are not the only ones the ATF and the 
Justice Department failed to keep track of. Others 
that were allegedly being tracked by federal agents 
were lost, most estimates range between 1,400 to 
over 2,000. 

And that is what prompts another series of 

questions. 

Why didn't ATF start rounding up the guns they 

could still track when they first discovered that some 

of the others had slipped through their fingers? 

Why did it take so long for ATF or the Justice 

Department to begin rounding up suspects when they 

were first alerted to them by firearms retailers not just 

in the southwestern states, but elsewhere, as in 

Minnesota as has been previously reported? In some 

cases, months and even years passed before the 

agents took serious steps to apprehend the people 

they suspected of violating federal gun laws. 

Now comes news that apparently they were also 

supposedly "investigating" and tracking an individual 

or group that was not just illegally transporting 

components for hand grenades, but possible hundreds 

of semi-auto firearms illegally converted to full auto 

subguns. 

That story raises other questions, including why it 

took so long to move in on this suspect? 

For instance, where were the grenade components 

coming from, since there is apparently no legal 

commercial market for such items? 
And where was the guy that did the gun 

conversions trained? And by whom? 

Finally, who was financing all of these 

transactions? 

Some believe it was government money that was 

being used to not only compensate the informants but 

to pay for the guns and ammunition that were being 

allowed to "walk." 

Sen. Charles Grassley (R-IA) and Rep. Darryl Issa 

(R-CA), with their staffs, have been the driving 

forces behind the congressional investigation of 

Operation Fast and Furious. But now another 

question arises. 

Why aren't other members of the House and 

Senate taking a more serious interest in this case, 

especially committee chairs, like Sen. Patrick Leahy 

of Vermont, the Democrat leading the Judiciary 

Committee? 

Of course, there are peripheral questions. 

For example, at least one reporter has alleged that 
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the State Department approved a shipment of 

military-grade arms to a private company owed by 

one of the Mexican drug cartels. If this is so, it 

smacks of an international conspiracy more serious 

than are used as plots for TV and movie thrillers. 

There is no doubt that some high officials in the 

Obama Administration must know more about these 

puzzlingly flawed operations than they have said so 

far. 
Attorney General Eric Holder, a Cabinet member 

appointed by President Obama, with the consent of 
the US Senate, has denied that he had knowledge of 
the Fast and Furious Operation until early this year, 
when it first started to unravel. Holder and other 
political appointees have been entrusted with not just 
the judicious conduct of the nation's business, but 
with the nation's safety as well. As high ranking 
Cabinet officials, they should demonstrate 
competence in administering their duties as well as 
trust, and forthrightness. 

If they don't know what's going in the government 
departments they are responsible for, they should 
resign, as many have suggested and even urged 
Holder to do. Doing anything less puts the lives of 
more federal law enforcement agents, as well as the 
public at large, at greater risk. 

As the evidence of more and more flawed policy 

and management mounts further, it is time that the 

truths about Operation Fast and Furious are exposed 

to full public scrutiny. The New GUN WEEK, October 1, 

2011 
 
Granny who wants to carry gun in park sues city 

over ban 
The Northwest Indiana Times is reporting that a 

woman who wants to carry a gun when taking her 

grandchildren to the park is suing the city of 

Hammond for refusing to repeal a ban on weapons in 

city buildings and parks. 

The Indiana General Assembly passed a law in the 

spring allowing registered firearm owners to carry 

guns inside most public buildings. 

But Hammond has so far refused to repeal its gun 

ban, passed after a woman was shot and killed in City 

Hall by her estranged husband in 1991. 

The Times reports that one of the plaintiffs in the 

lawsuit is Michelle Bahus, who lives within half a 

block of a Hammond park and wants to bring her gun 

with her when she takes her grandchildren out. 
Bahus has a state license to carry a gun, but is 

prohibited by city code from taking a gun to the park, 
her attorney Guy Relford told the newspaper. 

The Indiana General Assembly passed a law in the 

spring allowing registered firearm owners to carry 

guns inside public buildings that do not hold a court. 

But the Hammond City Council turned down a 

proposal earlier this month that would have allowed 

firearms in city buildings other than City Hall. The New 

GUN WEEK, October 1, 2011 
 
RI man pleads guilty to gun trafficking 

A Rhode Island man is facing up to 25 years in 

federal prison after pleading guilty in US District 

Court in Providence to firearms trafficking. 
Sentencing is scheduled Dec. 2 before US District 

Judge John J. McConnell, Jr. 
Heading to prison is 32-year-old Stanley Bates, 

who admitted selling a pair of firearms and 

ammunition to a known convicted felon. He also 

pleaded guilty to having sold a firearm to a person he 

believed was a resident of Massachusetts, and who 

asserted that he was prohibited from possessing a 

firearm, according to the US Attorney's office. 

Court records and information presented to the 

federal district court said that Bates sold a 9min 

Beretta pistol in August 2009 and a .38-caliber 

revolver the following month to a known convicted 

felon. The transactions, for $500 and $350, 

respectively, were covertly recorded as part of a joint 

investigation by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 

Firearms and Explosives and the South Kingstown 

Police Department. 

The other transaction that landed Bates in hot 

water was the sale of a .380-caliber Hi Point handgun 

for $320 and two cartons of cigarettes to an 

undercover ATF agent who had allegedly told Bates 

he was a Massachusetts resident. 

Bates was indicted by a federal grand jury in 

March of this year. The New GUN WEEK, October 1, 

2011 
 
New York wins first round in `proper cause' 

licensing case 
by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor 

The first round in a federal suit challenging the 
arbitrary concealed carry licensing system as 
practiced in Westchester County, and elsewhere in 
New York State, went to the state in early September. 

This lawsuit filed in federal district court for the 

South District of New York in 2010 challenged the 

county's and state's requirement that an applicant for 

a concealed pistol license must demonstrate "good 

cause" for its issuance. In many counties of the state, 

"proper cause," sometimes referred to as "good 

cause," is often interpreted to be "unique cause." 

http://www.gunweek.com/
http://www.gunweek.com/
http://www.gunweek.com/
http://www.gunweek.com/
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Merely giving "self-defense" as a reason for applying 

is not deemed acceptable. 

The challenge to New York State's arbitrary 

licensing system was filed by several individual 

plaintiffs with the support of the Second Amendment 

Foundation (SAF) and several state firearms civil 

rights groups. Similar suits are currently in federal 

district courts in California, Maryland and New 

Jersey, all states with arbitrary licensing systems that 

require a showing of "good cause" for the issuance of 

a license. 

The Westchester County case is captioned 

Kachalsky et al v. Cacace et al. Attorneys Alan Gura 

and Vincent Gelardi with Gelardi & Randazzo are 

representing the plaintiffs. 

As soon as Judge Kathy Seibel issued her decision 

dismissing the Kachalsky suit after both sides had 

sought summary judgment, state Attorney General 

Eric T. Schneiderman's office issued a celebratory 

statement, and won applause from national and state 

anti-gun organizations. Schneiderman, it must be 

remembered, was the author of anti-gun legislation, 

including a microstamping bill, while still a member 

of the State Senate. 
"Every day, my office fights to ensure all New 

Yorkers are safe and secure in their communities," 
Schneiderman said. "This means ensuring that our 
state's gun laws are protected and vigorously 
enforced. 

This federal court decision is a victory for New 

York State law, the United States Constitution, and 

families across New York who are rightfully 

concerned about the scourge of gun violence that all 

too often plagues our communities." 

"This is a major victory for the public safety of all 

New Yorkers," said Jackie Hilly, executive director 

of New Yorkers Against Gun Violence. "We applaud 

Attorney General Schneiderman for vigorously 

defending the state's gun laws that clearly indicate 

that individuals have no constitutional right to carry 

dangerous, concealed weapons in public. For law 

enforcement officers and communities across this 

state, this decision means fewer deaths and injuries—

it's that simple." 

"This critical decision protects New York's right to 

decide the conditions under which a concealed 

weapon may be carried," said Ri bard M. Aborn, 

president of Citizens Crime Commission of New 

York City, and a former president of the Brady 

Campaign. "As a result of Attorney General 

Schneiderman's aggressive defense of our state's gun 

laws, our communities will be safer and more 

secure." 

However, the celebration in the antigun camp, 

which has been panting for a victory after the 

Supreme Court's Heller and McDonald decisions, 

may be premature. Seibel's decision is expected to be 

appealed. 
In the recent history of firearms rights litigation, 

the lower district courts have been reluctant to plow 
new legal ground, and have essentially punted to the 
hot balls to higher courts. 

That was the case in both the Heller and 

McDonald cases, which has originally been lost in 

the district courts. That was the case in the recent 

Ezell suit, also sponsored by the Second Amendment 

Foundation, challenging Chicago's ban on shooting 

ranges for training handgun license applicants. In 

Ezell, the appellate court ruled that the district court 

had been wrong in dismissing the suit. The New GUN 

WEEK, October 1, 2011 
 
House panel okays veterans gun rights 

protection measure 
On Sept. 9, the US House Veterans Affairs 

Committee passed an amendment by Rep. Denny 

Rehberg's (R-MT) Veterans Second Amendment 

Protection Act, HR-2349 as an amendment to a larger 

piece of veterans' legislation. 
The Rehberg legislation provides that individuals 

receiving veterans' benefits will have added 
protection against loss of the right to possess firearms 
due to mental health decisions. 

The National Rifle Association (NRA), which 

supports the measure, explained that currently, when 

a person has a fiduciary appointed to handle his or 

her veterans' benefits, the federal government 

considers that person to have been "adjudicated as a 

mental defective" and therefore prohibited from 

possessing firearms. 

The injustice of this process has long been 

criticized both by NRA and by veterans' groups, such 

as the American Legion and Veterans of Foreign 

Wars, that have supported HR-2349. The current 

system disarms veterans and others receiving benefits 

based on a totally administrative process and without 

requiring any finding that the person poses a danger 

to himself or herself or to anyone else. 

Earlier steps to fix this situation were made in the 

NICS Improvement Amendments Act of 2007, which 

required federal agencies that make mental 

"adjudications" to provide processes under which 

those affected can apply for "relief from disabilities." 

The amendment would provide that for purposes 

http://www.gunweek.com/
http://www.gunweek.com/


 

 
Page 11 

of the firearm prohibition, a person subject to a 

mental health decision by the VA would not be 

considered "adjudicated as a mental defective" 

without a court finding that the person is dangerous. 

The New GUN WEEK, October 1, 2011 
 
Gun rights activist furious over Calderon blame 

game 
Gun rights activists across the United States were 

infuriated when Mexican President Felipe Calderon 

blamed this country's gun laws for the late August 

casino massacre in Monterrey, and called on Congress 

to renew the ban on so-called assault weapons. 

The story was picked up by Reuters and other news 

agencies, and noted that Calderon, in a speech aimed 

at the US, stated, "We are neighbors, allies and 

friends. But you, too, are responsible. This is my 

message." 

Calderon said lax gun laws here helped make the 

slaughter possible. He also criticized this country's 

demand for illegal drugs. 

The attack in Monterrey's Casino Royale cost the 

lives of 52 people and left the building ablaze after 

what was described as a terrorist attack. It was linked 

to the drug cartel wars now raging in Mexico, but 

Calderon made no mention of Operation Fast and 

Furious, the botched gun trafficking sting that allowed 

some 2,000 guns to be purchased in this country and 

transferred to cartel gunmen and criminals on this side 

of the border. 

The operation was run by the Bureau of Alcohol, 

Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives. However, 

testimony and information revealed by a 

Congressional investigation puts the ultimate 

responsibility for the operation in the hands of the US 

Justice Department. 

Despite concerns expressed by gun dealers in 

Arizona, ATF and Justice Department officials 

insisted that the operation was under control. The 

facts suggest otherwise, with a flow of guns heading 

south across the border, possibly with the help of a 

paid FBI informant. 

The operation has been the subject of hearings 

before Congressman Darrell Issa's House Committee 

on Oversight and Government Reform since early 

summer. Among the startling revelations during those 

hearings was the acknowledgement by William 

Newell, former special agent in charge of the ATF's 

Phoenix field office, and who was in command during 

Fast and Furious, that he had advised a National 

Security Council member in the White House about 

the operation. 

Guns traced directly to the operation were 

recovered at the scene of Border Patrol agent Brian 

Terry's murder in December. 

Calderon called on this country to "once and for all 

stop the criminal sale of high-powered weapons and 

assault rifles to criminals that operate in Mexico." 

He added, "Part of the tragedy that we Mexicans 

are living through has to do with the fact that we are 

next to the world's greatest drug consumer and also 

the greatest global arms vendor that pays billions of 

dollars each year to criminals." The New GUN WEEK, 

October 1, 2011 
 
Battle for Weiner's House seat seen as 

referendum on Obama 
A special election to fill a vacant House New 

York House seat may prove an early weathervane of 

the direction of the 2012 federal elections. 
The special election to replace resigned Rep. 

Anthony Weiner in New York's 9th Congressional 
District has turned downright nasty. 

It's as much a referendum on President Barack 

Obama's policies as on the candidates' credentials, 

reports CBS 2's Marcia Kramer. 
Running in a Brooklyn/Queens district that is 

heavily Democratic and heavily Jewish, Republican 
congressional candidate Bob Turner got a two-for on 
on Sept. 7—the cross-party lines endorsement of 
Democratic Assemblyman Dov Hikind. 

"Bob Turner, getting to know him over the 
months, is just what we call a real `mensch,"" Hikind 
said, referring to a Yiddish term that loosely 
translated means "a person of integrity and honor." 

Democrat David Weprin responded with the 
endorsement of Jon Bauman, "Bowzer" of the singing 
group "Sha Na Na." 

Polls show the race to replace the disgraced 

Weiner is neck and neck and a referendum on the 

policies of President Obama and Washington, where 

proposals to cuts in Social Security and Medicaid 

weigh heavily on the voters. So do the president's 

policies on Israel. 

"With regard to the well being of the state of Israel 

there is no question that Barack Obama is someone 

that we in the Jewish community don't trust," Hikind 

said. 

"The Obama administration has pursued a course 

that is apathetical to Israel. Here is an opportunity to 

send a message," Turner said. 

As a Democrat, Weprin has had a difficult time 

distancing himself from President Obama and so he 

http://www.gunweek.com/
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attacked his opponent by trying to wrap him in the 

Republican congressional positions of the last few 

months—the need to shrink the size of government. 
The special election was scheduled for Sept. 13, 

the day after this issue of Gun Week went to press. 
In the war over newspaper endorsements, Turner 

is backed by the Daily News and the Post. Weprin 

has the endorsement of the Times. The New GUN WEEK, 

October 1, 2011 
[Editors Note: Republican Bob Turner beat the heavily favored 

Democrat in this race!] 
 

Federal appeals court rules it is not illegal to film 
police 

Despite the mass hoax still being promulgated by 

both the mainstream media and local authorities 

across America, the 1st Circuit Court of Appeals has 

ruled that it is not illegal for citizens to videotape 

police officers when they are on public duty. 
"The filming of government officials while on 

duty is protected by the First Amendment, said the 
court," reported the Daily Tech. 

"The filming of government officials engaged in 

their duties in a public place, including police officers 

performing their responsibilities, fits comfortably 

within these principles (of protected First 

Amendment activity)," said the court. "Gathering 

information about government officials in a form that 

can readily be disseminated to others serves a 

cardinal First Amendment interest in protecting and 

promoting the free discussion of governmental 

affairs," stated the ruling, adding that this has been 

the case all along, and that the right to film police 

officers is not just restricted to the press. 

The case cited several examples where citizens 

were arrested for documenting acts of police brutality 

on recording devices, including that of Simon Glik, 

who was arrested after he filmed Boston, MA, police 

punching a man on the Boston Common. 

Another case involved Khaliah Fitchette, a 

teenager who filmed police aggressively removing a 

man from a bus in Newark, NJ. Fitchette was arrested 

and detained for two hours before police deleted the 

video from her cellphone. 

The court ruling also made it clear that bloggers 

who report news based on their recordings of police 

have equal protection under the law as journalists. 

"The proliferation of electronic devices with 

video-recording capability means that many of our 

images of current events come from bystanders with 

a ready cell phone or digital camera rather than a 

traditional film crew, and news stories are now just as 

likely to be broken by a blogger at her computer as a 

reporter at a major newspaper. Such developments 

make clear why the news-gathering protections of the 

First Amendment cannot turn on professional 

credentials or status," stated the court. 

Despite the ruling, state authorities in Illinois are 

still trying to prosecute 41-year old mechanic 

Michael Allison for recording police officers in 

public. Allison faces a life sentence on five separate 

counts of "eavesdropping" that add up to 75 years. 

Some observers contend that "the Attorney 

General's Office is determined to make an example 

out of Allison in a bid to intimidate the public against 

filming the actions of police." In disregarding the law 

as well as legal precedent (every single charge 

against people for filming police, including a recent 

case in Illinois, has been thrown out of court), 

authorities are clearly using official oppression "in 

their vendetta against Allison." The New GUN WEEK, 

October 1, 2011 
 
FBI names new deputy director 

FBI Director Robert S. Mueller III announced on 

Aug. 31 that after 23 years of service, Deputy 

Director Timothy P. Murphy will retire from the FBI 

to take a position in the private sector. Mueller then 

announced that he has appointed Executive Assistant 

Director Sean M. Joyce to serve as the FBI's next 

deputy director. 
Murphy entered on duty as a special agent in 

September 1988. Since joining the FBI, his 
assignments included work in the Newark, Tampa, 
and Washington, DC, Field Offices, and as special 
agent in charge of the Cincinnati Field Office. The New 

GUN WEEK, October 1, 2011 
 

Support builds for man charged in grizzly killing 

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

An Idaho man facing federal charges for having 

killed one of three grizzly bears that entered his rural 

property near the Canadian border, because he was 

afraid for the safety of his children, is getting a tidal 

wave of support, including a letter from Gov. Butch 

Otter. 

Jeremy Hill, who lives on 20 acres in northern 

Boundary County near Porthill, fatally shot the bear in 

May, but when charges were filed and he appeared in 

court in August, the political fur began to fly. The 

story of Hill's bear encounter spread across the 

country, with coverage in newspapers all the way to 

Florida, and all over the Internet. 

The incident occurred on Mother's Day, as five of 

http://www.gunweek.com/
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Hill's six children were reportedly playing out in the 

yard. When a sow grizzly and two cubs appeared, Hill 

quickly concluded that they were a threat to his 

children. The bears moved in on some pigs that the 

children had raised. Apparently not knowing where 

every one of the children were, Hill fired and killed 

one of the cubs, a male. The other two bruins escaped. 

Hill immediately notified the Department of Fish & 

Game. The evidence apparently squared with Hill's 

account of the incident. 

But then several weeks later, Hill was charged by 

US Attorney Wendy Olson, an Idaho native who was 

appointed to the position by President Barack Obama. 

Enraged activists across the Pacific Northwest 

were quick to condemn the charge, and started 

contributing to a defense fund. Hill's daughter tried to 

auction one of the pigs, only to have it re-auctioned 

several times, raising a total of more than $19,000 for 

the defense fund. In the end, the final bidder actually 

returned the pig to her. 

The controversy, also brought out the animal rights 

extremists, several who left stunning comments on a 

reader response page at the Coeur d'Alene Press. 

"Guy was obviously living in some sort of bear 

habitat and should get the full sentence and jail time 

for destroying endangered wildlife. Also place his 

children in foster care since he shouldn't have them in 

a bear-living area and around guns in the first place 

Animals were there first and have just as much human 

rights," wrote one reader who identified himself as 

"Obama2012." 

Another wrote, "Grizzly bears are endangered. 

Humans are not. There are close to 7 billion people on 

this planet. This story would have been better off it is/ 

was about this hunter being mauled by the grizzly 

bear and eaten. Bears gotta eat too." 

And there was a third remark which noted, "...the 

bear is rarer and as such it is more valuable (it's (sic) 

genes are in short supply) than a human which is 

disgustingly common " 

Days after Hill was arraigned in federal court, Gov. 

Otter fired off a letter to Interior Secretary Ken 

Salazar. In it, Otter wrote, "I recognize the federal 

jurisdiction under the Endangered Species Act, but I 

strongly support the right of individuals to defend 

themselves and others in such situations. Many, 

including me, feel Mr. Hill did what a concerned 

parent would do..." 

The governor also told Salazar that the US Fish & 

Wildlife Service "needs to consider the impacts to 

grizzly recovery efforts because of Jeremy's case." 

"There is a great public outcry," the governor 

wrote, "about this issue, and prosecution may further 

damage community support for recovery efforts. 

There must be flexibility for citizens to protect their 

loved ones and property, and a sense of regulatory 

perspective about the larger impact of such 

enforcement actions." 

Otter asserted that "One of the flaws of the ESA is 

the premium it places on protecting species at the 

expense of everything else." 

"Although an individual can protect human safety 

under the law—as Jeremy felt he was doing—it's a 

shame that the Endangered Species Act still does not 

enable citizens to protect their private property and 

pets in the same manner," Otter said. 

If convicted, Hill faces prison and a $50,000 fine. 

The New GUN WEEK, September 15, 2011 

 

Cornyn demands ATF explain its promotion of trio 

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

Days after Texas Sen. John Cornyn demanded 

answers about the reported promotions of three key 

participants in the controversial Operation Fast and 

Furious scandal, undercover federal agents arrested 

three Fort Worth men who were attempting to 

purchase machineguns they planned to smuggle into 

Mexico. 

Agents with the embattled Bureau of Alcohol, 

Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) posed as 

arms dealers, according to KXAS news in Dallas, to 

accomplish the sting. But this time, instead of 

allowing guns to "walk" into the hands of Mexican 

drug cartels, agents scooped up the three suspects in 

the parking lot of a Walmart, where the transaction 

was supposed to have been completed (See story 

elsewhere in this issue). 

ATF sources have repeatedly told Gun Week that 

this is the way a gun trafficking sting is supposed to 

work; nobody walks away with guns that will fall 

into criminal hands. 

While that may be good news, it apparently will 

not prevent Cornyn from pursuing his inquiry into the 

reported promotions of William McMahon, 

William Newell and David Voth, all of whom 

were key players in the Fast and Furious operation. 

Newell was the Phoenix special agent in charge 

during the botched operation and Voth was a group 

supervisor who infamously told his subordinates in 

an e-mail that if they did not like the way the 

operation was being run, they could always get jobs 

at much lower pay with another agency. 
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When the announcement was made, however, 

congressional sources told Gun Week that the moves 

were not promotions at all, but lateral transfers. 

McMahon was transferred to the ATF's internal 

affairs division, while Newell and Voth were moved 

to other jobs in the agency. While the move was 

portrayed as a promotion, it actually got Newell and 

Voth out of Phoenix, where an entirely new 

management team was installed after the Fast and 

Furious scandal erupted into a full-blown 

congressional investigation by Sen. Charles Grassley 

and Rep. Darrell Issa. 

Cornyn ripped the "promotions" noting to the 

Washington Times that, "It is inconceivable to 

reward those who spearheaded this disastrous 

operation with cushy desks in Washington." 

Meanwhile, Assistant AG Ronald Weich advised 

Grassley and Judiciary Committee Chair Patrick 

Leahy that several guns linked to Fast and Furious 

had been recovered in connection with 11 violent 

crimes on this side of the border. 

And on Fox News, Senior Judicial Analyst 

Andrew Napolitano stated during an interview that he 

believes knowledge of Fast and Furious reaches all 

the way 

to the Oval Office, despite the president's 

insistence to a Univision reporter months ago that 

neither he, nor AG Eric Holder, had "approved" the 

operation. 

"I suspect," Napolitano stated, "the knowledge of 

this goes to the highest levels of the Justice 

Department and perhaps beyond that." The New GUN 

WEEK, September 15, 2011 

 

Michigan AG's opinion allows state's shooters to 

go quietly 

by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor 

Shooting is getting quieter in different parts of the 

United States. 

On Sept. 2 (after this issue went to press), 

Michigan Attorney General Bill Schuette was 

scheduled to issue an Opinion that will now allow 

citizens of the State of Michigan to join those of 38 

other states in the legal possession and use of sound 

suppression devices. 

The change in Michigan follows by just weeks, the 

signing of legislation in Washington State that 

legalized the use of firearm suppressors, often referred 

to as silencers. Previously in the Evergreen State, 

citizens were able to legally possess suppressors but 

not actually use them. 

According to Joel E. Fulton, president of the 

grassroots pro-gun organization Freedom Firearms, 

Schuette used the same logic in drafting his 

suppressor opinion as was used by former state 

Attorney General Michael Cox to allow Michigan 

residents to possess fully automatic machineguns 

manufactured before 1986. 

Schuette, a Republican, has been supported in his 

decision by Sheriffs Michael Raines of Eaton County 

and Dar Leaf of Barry County. His interpretation of 

current Michigan law is consistent with all of the 

federal laws regulating the transfer of devices 

controlled by the National Firearms Act of 1934. 

Every person wishing to purchase a sound suppression 

device for their firearm must first obtain permission 

from their chief local law enforcement official, be 

fingerprinted, submit photos, submit to a federal 

criminal background check, and pay a $200 federal 

transfer tax in addition to the cost of the suppressor, 

which can run $500 or more. 

The benefit to citizens will be the ability to defend 

one's home or vehicle without having to destroy one's 

hearing with the discharge of a firearm in a confined 

space. In addition, as in Europe, sound suppression 

devices will go a long way toward noise abatement. It 

is now possible to shoot in one's backyard, where 

otherwise legal, without disturbing your neighbor's 

sleep who works third shift, upset their livestock, or 

sight in your firearms without upsetting the woods 

right before hunting season. 

The benefits of these devices are numerous and 

with the legal hurdles and regulations in place for 

them, they are very unlikely to find their way into the 

hands of criminals Schuette's opinion allowing sound 

suppression devices on firearms is about the equiva-

lent of installing an effective muffler on a 

lawnmower. 

Suppressed firearms are both quiet and courteous 

and make the shooting sports more social and 

enjoyable by making it safe to shoot without having to 

wear cumbersome ear protection, Fulton said. More 

information about suppressors can be found online at: 

silencerco.com. 

Only 11 states still ban possession of suppressors 

even though they are legal under federal law when 

properly transferred under related state laws. The 

states still barring possession of suppressors are: 

California, Delaware, Hawaii, Illinois, Iowa, 

Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York, Rhode Island, 

Vermont and Wisconsin. 

While Schuette's opinion opens the door to legal 
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suppressors in Michigan, Fulton told Gun Week his 

group is hoping to get related legislation through the 

state legislature in order to cement it in statutory 

language. 

For more information about Freedom Firearms, 

headquartered in Battle Creek, MI, phone Joel Fulton 

at: 269-968-4229, or email Fulton at: 

freedomfirearms2@comcast.net. The New GUN WEEK, 

September 15, 2011 

 

Extra handy contractor 

A burglary suspect in Tacoma, WA, may need to 

re-think his escape strategy, that is, if he plans to 

pursue his career after a possible stretch in jail, and 

after he recovers from a bullet wound. 

According to Tacoma police and the Tacoma 

News Tribune, the 32-year-old suspect was bringing 

booty out of a home in the city's quiet north end 

neighborhood when a private contractor hired by 

the homeowner showed up. The contractor quickly 

called the homeowner to ask whether someone was 

at the home. Definitely not, the homeowner said, 

and she quickly called Tacoma police. 

Meanwhile, the burglar came out of the house and 

spotted the contractor's truck in the driveway. The bad 

guy jumped into his own car to escape and that's when 

things went due south by the shortcut. He rammed the 

contractor's truck twice, and then got out of the car, 

yelling and raving. 

Bad luck for the burglar because the contractor 

just happened to be legally armed, and he pulled his 

9mm pistol and shot the guy once, at close range. 

According to Tacoma police spokesman Mark 

Fulghum, the bullet passed through the bad guy's 

arm and into his torso. He ran, but was quickly 

apprehended by a police cruiser about a block away; 

after all, he wasn't hard to spot. There can't be too 

many guys walking around North Tacoma in broad 

daylight bleeding from bullet wounds. 

He was taken to Tacoma General Hospital for 

treatment, and then transferred to the county jail. The 

New GUN WEEK, September 15, 2011 

 

Emanuel joins MAIG, surprise! 

Perhaps the biggest non-surprise of the decade 

came recently when Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel 

joined the anti-gun Mayors Against Illegal Guns 

(MAIG). 

Emanuel was involved in gun control activities 

when he worked for the Clinton administration. He 

was also considered one of the leading anti-gunners 

in Congress. 

Mayors Against Illegal Guns is described as "a 

bipartisan coalition made up of hundreds of mayors 

nationwide" by the Associated Press. 

Emanuel justified his membership by noting that 

nearly half of the guns recovered in Chicago come 

from outside the state of Illinois. He said the city must 

work with other communities to curb illegal gun 

trafficking. The New GUN WEEK, September 15, 2011 

 

Flash mob robs 7-Eleven 

Apparently, thieves have discovered anonymity in 

numbers. 

Police in Maryland are now investigating a so-

called "flash mob robbery" of a 7-Eleven in 

Germantown, a city 20 miles outside of Washington, 

DC, according to CBS and the Associated Press. 

Montgomery County police say it happened around 

1:45 a.m. Aug. 14. That's when more than two dozen 

teenagers entered the store and stole snacks, drinks 

and other items. They immediately left the store a 

minute later without paying. 

Police have now identified several of the suspects 

through surveillance video. However, a police 

spokeswoman says she doesn't know how the robbery 

was organized. 

Anyone with information on the robberies is urged 

to call the Montgomery County Police Department, 

asked the public for information about the robbery. 

The New GUN WEEK, September 15, 2011 

 

Mexican villagers fight crime 

Shades of the movie "The Magnificent Seven," and 

perhaps a suggestion that some of the guns trafficked 

from the US might be going to otherwise unarmed 

Mexican good guys. 

Dozens of armed villagers surrounded the home of 

a suspected crime gang in southern Mexico, setting 

off a gun battle that killed a child, a woman and four 

men, authorities said on Aug.6, according to an 

Associated Press report. 

The confrontation took place after a town assembly 

in Santa Cruz Tepenixtlahuaca decided to arm 90 

villagers and send them to threaten the group 

allegedly behind cattle thefts, rapes and murders, 

Oaxaca state's public security chief said in a state-

ment. The community is about an eight-hour drive 

from the state capital, also called Oaxaca. 

The people in the house responded by opening fire 

first, security chief Marco Tulio Lopez said. 
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"When the suspected thieves saw the (villagers), 

the criminals shot at them, and the people responded 

because they were armed," he added. 

Two villagers were detained and police seized an 

arsenal of rifles and shotguns from those who engaged 

in the firelight, Lopez said. 

Remote Mexican villages without much police 

presence sometimes engage in mob justice. But it is 

unusual for them to do so with weapons that are 

highly restricted in Mexico, Associated Press noted. 
The New GUN WEEK, September 15, 2011 
 

ISRA would continue FOID card lawsuit despite 

new state law 

The Illinois State Rifle Association (ISRA) is 

pushing ahead with a lawsuit over firearm owner 

identification (FOID) cards in Illinois even though a 

favorable new state law appeared to give them just 

what they sought: a prohibition on the public release 

of legal gunowners' names. 

The ISRA wants to continue the lawsuit in the hope 

that a judge will eventually establish an unassailable 

constitutional right to keep the FOID data closed to 

anyone except law enforcement the group's attorney, 

Stanley Tucker, told Associated Press on Aug. 24. 

"Theoretically, a future legislature could reverse 

(the new law)," said Tucker, speaking after a Circuit 

Court hearing in Peoria, where the ISRA and four 

individual plaintiffs had won a temporary restraining 

order in March. "We will be pushing for a ruling on 

constitutional grounds for that reason." 

In response to an earlier request from The 

Associated Press (AP), Attorney General Lisa 

Madigan's office ruled early this year that the 1.3 

million names of FOID card holders are public under 

the state's open records law and should be released. 

That set off a storm of protests from gunowners, who 

said they feared criminals would use the information 

to steal guns or target those who weren't armed. That's 

when the ISRA went to court block release of the 

FOID card data. 

At the latest hearing, Circuit Judge Michael Brandt 

dismissed the Associated Press from the lawsuit, 

which left the Illinois State Police as the lone 

defendant. The State Police had largely agreed with 

the ISRA all along. 

The news service had withdrawn its public records 

request several months ago. The news organization's 

attorney, Donald Craven, said the issue was moot and 

there was no reason for the case to go further. 

"Litigation is an adversarial process, and there are 

no adversaries here," AP attorney Donald Craven said. 

"They are on the same team and have been from the 

beginning." 

The attorney representing the state police in the 

case, former Illinois Gov. Jim Thompson, conceded 

the point, saying that, with the AP off the case, "you 

now have a plaintiff and a defendant who substantially 

agree." 

"They want us to pay (court) costs and we don't 

want to pay costs," he added. "That's the only 

disagreement." 

Thompson said he would not oppose the state 

judge offering a more sweeping ruling on 

constitutional grounds, saying it would offer "more 

clarity." But judges, he continued, are often reluctant 

to ground their opinions in the constitution when a 

relevant law is in place. The New GUN WEEK, September 

15, 2011 

 

More Tennessee women getting carry licenses 

An increase in the number of Tennessee women 

applying for and receiving concealed carry permits 

has gotten the attention of authorities in that state, 

along with reporters for WKRN in Nashville. 

The station reported that the Academy of Personal 

Protection and Security, operated by retired Nashville 

police officer Buford Tune, has seen a rise in the 

number of women in the classroom. Tune suggested 

that the increased interest in concealed carry could be 

due to rising crime rates and concerns about the 

economy. He said people are "concerned and want to 

be able to protect themselves." 

According to WKRN, many women gunowners 

live alone or work late at night. Others have husbands 

who travel and they do not want to be left home alone, 

defenseless. 

"You've got to be able to protect yourself and your 

family while you are waiting for the police to get 

there," Tune told the station. 

Nashville-area gun dealers are selling more 

handguns and fewer long guns these days, the station 

reported. It follows a national trend of increased gun 

sales. The New GUN WEEK, September 15, 2011 

 
Ohio group sues Cleveland Heights over ordinances 

Ohioans for Concealed Carry (OFCC) has filed a 

lawsuit against the City of Cleveland Heights over 

restrictive firearms ordinances that the activist 

group contends are illegal and unconstitutional. 

According to the Cleveland Plain Dealer, the 

OFCC lawsuit challenges ordinances adopted in 
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1985 that may be in conflict with Ohio's uniform 

firearms statute passed in 2006. Otherwise known 

as a "state preemption law," the statute prohibits 

cities and counties from adopting their own firearms 

laws. Several states have adopted such laws 

following passage of such a measure in Washington 

State in 1983. 

Joining OFCC in the lawsuit is a private citizen, 

Philip Mulivor, a resident of Cleveland Heights, the 

newspaper said. 

This is not the first time OFCC has challenged a 

municipal gun law. The organization has already 

successfully sued the Village of Clyde and the City 

of Campbell. The Clyde case was ultimately 

decided by the Ohio State Supreme Court, which 

should have settled the issue with all cities, but 'the 

Cleveland Heights ordinances remain on the books. 

Cleveland Heights Law Director John Gibbon 

acknowledged that the city no longer enforces a 

parks gun ban. The New GUN WEEK, September 15, 

2011 

 
MT man dies after two jolts from stun gun 

A Helena, MT, man died in a Great Falls 

hospital Aug. 17 after police twice used a stun gun 

on him during an arrest. 

According to the Missoulian newspaper, the 

dead man was identified as Roger Chandler. He was 

41. 

The newspaper said Chandler tangled with police 

after they responded to a complaint about a problem 

inside a Helena residence on Aug. 15. When the 

responding officers reached the scene, Chandler 

reportedly rushed out of a trailer at them. One of the 

officers used a Taser on him, and when he kept 

fighting, a second jolt was administered. 

Afterward, the newspaper said, Chandler became 

unresponsive and was taken to a Helena hospital 

and placed in intensive care. He was subsequently 

transferred to a hospital in Great Falls. 

This is only the latest death related to Tasers or 

so-called "stun guns" which are being used by an 

increasing number of law enforcement agencies as a 

"nonlethal" weapon against combative people. 

However, there have been occasional deaths in 

the wake of the powerful electric jolts. The New GUN 

WEEK, September 15, 2011 

 

Sen. Coburn's gun comment irks McCarthy 

Plain-talking Oklahoma Sen. Tom Coburn raised 

some eyebrows, and the ire of one anti-gun 

congresswoman, when he reportedly commented 

during a stop in Langley, OK, that, 'It's just a good 

thing I can't pack a gun on the Senate floor." 

According to Fox News and the Tulsa World, 

Coburn, a Republican, made the remark after 

describing many of his congressional colleagues as "a 

class of career elitists" and "cowards" for being 

unwilling or unable to solve the nation's financial 

crisis. He also described President Barack Obama as 

"very bright, but said the president's political views 

were "goofy and wrong." 

It did not take long for anti-gun New York Rep. 

Carolyn McCarthy (D) to pounce on Coburn's 

comments. She condemned Coburn, according to New 

York Newsday. McCarthy's congressional career is 

centered on gun control. 

Coburn was speaking at a town hall meeting in 

Langley when he made the remarks, the Tulsa 

newspaper reported. He reportedly expressed 

frustration at the inability of his colleagues to bring 

the nation's finances under control. According to Fox 

News, Coburn also said the president's "intent is not to 

destroy, his intent is to create dependency because it 

worked so well for him." The New GUN WEEK, 

September 15, 2011 

 

London mayor bars kids from Olympic shooting 

events 

The mayor of London, England, has announced 

that he will not allow young recipients of Olympics 

tickets he is giving away to attend any of the games' 

shooting events because he fears "a backlash from the 

anti-gun lobby." 

According to the London Evening Standard, Mayor 

Boris Johnson made the announcement in connection 

with his "Ticketshare scheme." London school 

children are eligible for 125,000 Olympic tickets, the 

newspaper reported. However, a source at city hall 

reportedly told the newspaper that "We decided it 

would not be appropriate" to allow those children to 

see any competitions involving firearms. 

The 2012 Olympics will conduct shooting 

competitions at the Royal Artillery Barracks in 

Woolwich. British shooters must practice abroad, 

however, because of the country's handgun ban 

following the Dunblane massacre. The newspaper said 

many shooters wanted the competitions held at the 

national center in Bisley, Surrey, site of the legendary 

competitions of a century ago. 

The announcement has not been well received by 

Olympics shooters, including 
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Georgina Geikie, who took a bronze medal in the 

Commonwealth Games and is trying out for a spot on 

the Olympics pistol team. She told the newspaper she 

was "horrified" at the mayor's decision. 

"This is a chance for children to look at guns in a 

different way," she said. "They are taking away the 

opportunity for the sport to blossom. How do we 

educate people that it is a sport if they cannot watch 

it?" 

Likewise, the newspaper quoted David Penn, 

secretary of the British Shooting Sports Council, who 

was outraged. 

"There is no link between Olympic-level shooting 

and crime," he stated. "It's like saying that a thief 

would use a Formula One car as a getaway car." 

On the other side of the argument, Danny Bryan, 

founder of Communities Against Gun and Knife 

Crime, told the newspaper, "I agree with Boris. It is 

good kids should enjoy the Games but there's no way 

we should glorify guns." 

However, Christopher Graffius with the British 

Association for Shooting and Conservation, put it 

bluntly. 

"The Olympics," he said, "represent the 

international peak of safe and responsible shooting. 

Children can see far worse on their TV screens and 

interact with far worse on their computers." The New 

GUN WEEK, September 15, 2011 

 

ATF bags three trying to smuggle 20 machineguns 

Agents with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 

Firearms and Explosives (ATF) arrested three men in 

an undercover sting operation in Fort Worth, TX, for 

allegedly hoping to smuggle fully-automatic 

machineguns into Mexico. 

According to KXAS News in Dallas, the suspects 

are identified as Gabriel "Cholo" Barbosa, Arnulfo 

"Arturo" Sanchez Castillo and Juan Pedro Garza Jr., 

who also has the nickname "El Comanche." They 

allegedly agreed to purchase 20 machineguns for a 

reported $24,000 from undercover federal agents. 

The meeting occurred in the parking lot of a Fort 

Worth Walmart in mid-August. 

Agents moved on the trio after Sanchez Castillo 

allegedly told them that the guns would be heading 

across the border to Mexico and would not be staying 

in this country. 

In addition to the machineguns, the three would-be 

smugglers also wanted 300 rounds of ammunition for 

each firearm. The New GUN WEEK, September 15, 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

Major media now focused on resuscitating anti-

gun cause 

by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor 

Never underestimate the power of major city 

newspapers like the New York Times, Washington 

Post and Boston Globe to drive the public debate 

over public policy issues, and to drive it in a 

common direction. Even as the American public 

shifts to other sources of information in cyberspace, 

these bell-cow newspaper still have the power to 

influence public opinion and policy makers in 

Washington, DC, or state capitals. Usually in lock 

step on a topic—all three newspapers cited above 

proudly maintain sterling anti-gun credentials—they 

can influence newspaper editors in smaller markets 

as well as TV and radio media to sway millions. 

Frustrated by a lack of movement in the gun 

debate during the first three years of the Obama 

White House, they apparently have figured its time 

to apply CPR to the gun issue, and they have taken 

slightly different approaches to bring the gun debate 

back to life. 

The Boston Globe, for instance, recently ran a 

lengthy commentary by gun-debate guru James 

Alan Fox, on guns and gun laws, which focus on a 

recent upswing in criminal use of firearms. 

"As a criminologist," Prof. Fox wrote, I was 

drawn to the interactive map of this year's Boston 

homicides that was featured in boston.com earlier 

this month (August). The concentration of murders 

in the city's poorest neighborhoods of Roxbury, 

Dorchester and Mattapan is obvious yet hardly 

surprising. These areas of the city have long been 

'hot spots' for violence. 

"To me," Fox said, "the far more intriguing 

pattern to this year's homicides lies in weapon use, 

identified in the list of cases just below the 

boston.com map. The overwhelming majority of 

murders—just over 85%—was by firearm. And, 

unlike the stable geographic pattern, the weapon 

distribution in Boston homicides has shifted over 

the past few decades. ... the percentage of Boston 

homicides that involves a gun is now at a record 

high. And the costs to families and society, in 

general, are staggering. 

"Before jumping on the Chicken Little 

bandwagon, it is important to note that the recent 
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surge in the share of shooting deaths has occurred at 

a time when the overall homicide rate is low 

relative to the bad old days of the early 1990s when 

Boston's gang problem was at its worst. Even so ... 

the raw number of gun-related murders has doubled 

since 2000. Meanwhile, the number of non-gun 

homicides has exhibited a gradual decline." 

One can only speculate, of course, as to the reasons 

for the divergent trend in gun and non-gun homicides, 

Fox continued, before blaming Gerge W. Bush, 

congressional action, and the anti-gun movement's 

favorite current whipping boy, Rep. Todd Tiahrt (R-

KS). Tiahrt's amendment limiting non-police use of 

ATF gun-trace data. In addition, Fox attacks the 

Protection of Lawful Commerce in Arms Act as 

preventing the kind of liability law witch-hunting that 

he supports. 

Taking a direction pointed by Boston Mayor 

Tom Menino and his New York City counterpart, 

Michael Bloomberg, in 2003, former Rep. Todd 

Tiahrt (R-Kan.), sets out to tar and feather Tiahrt 

editorially, by linking him to "significant NRA 

support," Tiahrt, he says, quietly slipped an 

amendment into an appropriations bill that 

"suddenly limited public access to ATF crime-gun 

trace data." 

Fox claims those ATF tracing records tended to 

implicate certain licensed firearms dealers as 

common source points in supply chains for illegal 

gun trafficking. Several analyses of trace data, 

including his own, had shown that 1% of licensed 

gun dealers were linked to a majority of firearms 

recovered from criminal enterprises. While most of 

these traces may have involved legitimate 

transactions, many unscrupulous merchants were 

easily flagged. 

Then he turns on the Protection of Lawful 

Commerce in Arms Act, which he noted proudly 

was opposed by the entire Massachusetts 

Congressional delegation, saying it "thwarted 

attempts by cities and other entities around the 

country to litigate as a strategy for compelling the 

gun industry to act more responsibly in their 

marketing and distribution practices." 

Then Fox gets to his policy recommendations. 

"It is indeed time to remove the Tiahrt provisions 

that shield corrupt or careless gun dealers whose 

substandard practices fuel the illegal gun trade," 

Fox says, and continues, "It is also time to permit 

and enforce an ATF requirement that licensed 

firearms dealers maintain accurate accounts of 

inventory. And such steps will in no way infringe 

on the rights of legitimate gun owners." 

Fox closes his recent policy statement by saying 

that "Unfortunately, the pro-gun posture in 

Washington has carried over into the Obama 

Administration. Despite his campaign pledge to 

repeal Tiahrt and focus on the illegal gun problem, 

President Obama has failed to follow through and 

take on the powerful gun lobby. 

"Obviously, Obama has much bigger problems on 

his hands, national priorities far greater than gun 

violence. 

However, the lack of political will in Congress and 

the White House to confront the illegal gun problem 

hardly helps the growing list of Bostonians who are 

confronted by an assailant and the wrong end of a 

loaded gun," Fox concludes. 

Timed almost to the day of the Fox article's 

publication in the Boston Globe, came a story from 

CBS New York, that claimed "New York City's 

overall crime rate could increase for the first time in 

decades, driven by alarming spikes in murder, rapes 

and robberies in many neighborhoods." 

The CBS report claimed that "A 400% increase 

in murders in tony Williamsburg; a 400% increase 

in rapes in Sheepshead Bay and a 250% increase in 

killings in Washington Heights are all troublesome 

statistics that have Mayor Michael Bloomberg and 

police officials concerned," and Bloomberg 

promptly was quoted expressing that concern. So 

Boston and New York are suddenly claiming an 

increase in violent crime, which the FBI has 

reported is down in most of the country, and are 

using it to renew their traditionally broad attack on 

private gun ownership. 

"Although crime has fallen an enviable 35% 

since Bloomberg took office, in the past year it has 

risen in 34 of the city's 76 precincts, and alarming 

spikes in some neighborhoods could lead to the first 

city-wide increase in decades, CBS noted before 

city official city data. 

"According to the NYPD: 

— "The 100th Precinct in Rockaway, Queens has 

seen a 37% increase in crime; 

— "In the 34th in Washington Heights it's up 24%, 

— "In the 77th in Crown Heights it's up 21%; 

— "In the 113th in St. Albans, Queens it has spiked 

17%, and 

— "In the 76th in Carroll Gardens, Brooklyn it's up 

11%." 

Just one day before the CBS report, the 
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Washington Post ran an article that suggested that 

while the pro-gun movement won in the Heller and 

MacDonald Supreme Court has been losing ground 

in the lower federal courts every since. 

"A funny thing has happened in the three years 

since gun rights activists won their biggest victory 

at the Supreme Court, The Post began. "They have 

been on a losing streak in the lower courts." 

"The decisions (in Heller and MacDonald) were 

seen as a green light to challenge gun restrictions 

across the country, and the lawsuits have come 

raining down—more than two a week, according to 

the anti-gun Brady Center to Prevent Gun Violence. 

"But it is the Brady Center that is crowing about 

the results," The Post claimed, without a careful 

analysis of what is really happening in the federal 

district courts and courts of appeal. 

Whether the media can reshape public opinions 

remains to be seen, but they certainly are trying to 

stir the pot as Congress returns to Capitol Hill. The 

New GUN WEEK, September 15, 2011 

 

Perry's GOP candidacy raises questions, riles anti-

gunners 

by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor 

Several Republican candidates for their party's 

presidential nomination in 2012 really bother devout 

Democrats and professional anti-gunners. However, 

the possibility of Texas Gov. Rick Perry winning the 

nomination has really stirred up the folks at the Brady 

Center and given journalists an opportunity to raise 

entirely new questions. 

Perry has made many headlines during his term as 

the Lone Star State's chief executive, but perhaps the 

most memorable was his shooting of a coyote while 

on a regular exercising run. That episode brought to 

light the fact that Perry regularly carries a concealed 

Ruger pistol. 

More recently, a strong showing in the Iowa 

Republican presidential straw poll has made him a 

front-running prospect for the GOP nomination. 

The Brady Bunch immediately emailed its few but 

faithful supporters of Perry, "Stop this extremism 

before it reaches the White House." 

"Only an egotistical extremist would carry a loaded 

weapon into a crowd—encouraging others to do so," 

the Brady Campaign bulletin warned. 

Then, Dennis A. Henigan, acting president of the 

Brady Campaign, penned an op-ed column, saying 

"Perry has taken the incendiary mixture of guns and 

politics to a new level. When it comes to carrying 

concealed weapons, Perry certainly walks the walk. 

He has a concealed carry permit and proudly says that 

he carries a gun when he is out jogging. 

"Perry recently was asked if he is armed while 

campaigning. He didn't respond by saying the 

question is ridiculous. ... Instead, he smiled and 

refused to say whether or not he carried while 

campaigning. He added, 'That's why it's called 

concealed.'" 

In his op-ed, Hennigan also took time out to 

castigate Sen. Tom Coburn (R-OK), but that's a 

different subject. Suffice it to say, that Henigan linked 

Perry and Coburn into "an American nightmare" 

The Brady Campaign fulminations were preceded 

by an Associated Press column by Chris Moody, who 

wondered if elected president, could Perry still jog 

with his gun. 

After reviewing Perry's coyote-slaying past and his 

custom of carry concealed, Moody wrote, "But if he 

were elected president, could Perry hypothetically 

continue to pack heat on his morning run? You're 

damn right he could." 

"The Ticket asked several constitutional scholars 

and presidential experts if a sitting president would be 

allowed to carry a gun if he wanted to, even if it 

meant breaking local law. Since the White House is 

located in Washington, DC—a city that bans carrying 

firearms—the answer isn't perfectly simple. As 

presidential scholar Kenneth R. Mayer of the 

University of Wisconsin put it, the legal questions 

would get 'big, fat, and hairy in a hurry.' 

"The short answer," Moody wrote, "is that if the 

president really wanted to run around Lafayette Park 

with a revolver strapped to his leg, the legal barriers 

would be easily surmountable. 

"Like it or not, the president would be breaking 

local law by carrying his gun in the city, but there are 

several ways he could get around it if he wanted to," 

Moody wrote. 

He then listed some of them. 

One, the president could easily sign an executive 

order that makes it legal for him to carry a weapon. 

Two, the president could also take the argument to 

the federal courts. 

Three, the president could carry concealed during 

his exercise by doing his running in nearby Virginia. 

Moody went on to note that the Secret Service 

might want to make a very serious argument that the 

president shouldn't be carrying a weapon for his own 

protection. 

"Of course, we won't really know how this would 
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all come out until a president actually tries to pack 

heat on Washington's mean streets," Moody 

concluded. "Then again, we might not even get that 

far. When asked this week on the campaign trail if he 

was packing, Perry told Politico's Ben Smith, 'I never 

comment on whether I'm carrying a handgun or not. 

That's why it's called concealed.' 

And really, who would ever check? The New GUN 

WEEK, September 15, 2011 

 

NY's Sen. Ritchie questions Walmart pistol permit 

policy 

New York State Sen. Patty Ritchie (R-48th Dist.) is 

asking Walmart why the company is requiring 

customers to present a permit for a pistol when they 

want to buy ammunition for it. 

"We in the State Senate have rejected efforts to 

restrict the sale of ammunition to law-abiding gun 

owners," Ritchie said, according to her website. 

"I am concerned that Walmart's policy in New 

York State creates more than an inconvenience for 

sportsmen, but may also unfairly and needlessly 

infringe upon their legal gun ownership rights." 

While New York State and the federal government 

impose age requirements, neither requires customers 

to show their pistol permit. 

Ritchie asked the company if it is collecting 

personal information from gunowners that could 

jeopardize their privacy and safety if it were to fall 

into the hands of unscrupulous individuals. 

Ritchie asked the company to explain their decision 

to require customers to present a pistol permit to 

purchase ammunition, the basis for the policy, and any 

information that the company used to establish it. The 

New GUN WEEK, September 15, 2011 

 

WA man slays attacking pit bull in his front yard 

An Everett, WA, man fatally shot an aggressive pit 

bull after it chased his daughter into their house, and 

then backed him up against the wall of his house. 

According to the Everett Herald and Seattle 

1Tmes, the Aug. 17 incident began at about 10 a.m. 

when the homeowner's daughter was stopped by the 

advancing dog as she walked outside to her car. She 

went back inside the house, told her father about the 

situation and several minutes later, he went outside, 

armed with a handgun, to escort his daughter to her 

car. 

As they walked out to the driveway, the dog 

charged a second time. The daughter ran back inside 

and the father retreated until he backed up against the 

wall of his house. That's when he fired and fatally 

wounded the dog. 

An Everett Police sergeant told reporters that the 

homeowner was "definitely afraid for his safety." 

Police advised the dog's owner about the shooting, 

and animal control officers reportedly confirmed they 

had been in the neighborhood on previous complaints 

about the dog. The New GUN WEEK, September 15, 2011 

 

Virginia ‘guns in bars’ law 

The report cards for "guns in bars" laws keeping 

coming in and the results seem to be uniform, whether 

from Ohio or Tennessee, as previously report, and 

now Virginia. 

When the Commonwealth of Virginia passed a 

law allowing concealed carry in bars and alcohol-

serving restaurants beginning July 1 of 2010, 

opponents of the change decried the dangers of 

mixing guns and alcohol, for fear violent crimes 

would escalate, Drew Zahn of WorldNet Daily 

reported. 

His report was based on a Richmond Times-

Dispatch one year after the new law took effect, when 

the newspaper did a study to see if the gloomy 

prognostications came true. 

According to state police records, not only did gun 

violence in bars and restaurants not increase under 

the new law, it decreased by 5.2%. 

In fact, of the 145 reported crimes with guns that 

occurred in Virginia bars and restaurants in fiscal 

2010-11 (compared to 153 incidents in the year 

before the new law took effect), only two of the 

aggravated assault cases were related to concealed-

carry permit holders. In one incident, the crime took 

place at a restaurant that didn't serve alcohol—thus 

unrelated to the new law—and in the other, the 

weapon was neither discharged nor withdrawn from 

its holster. 

"The numbers basically just confirm what we've 

said would happen if the General Assembly changed 

the law," Philip Van Cleave, president of the pro-gun 

Virginia Citizens Defense League, told the Times-

Dispatch. "Keep in mind what the other side was 

saying—that this was going to be a blood bath, that 

restaurants will be dangerous and people will stop 

going. But there was nothing to base the fear-

mongering on." 

State Sen. A. Donald McEachin, DHenrico, 

remains opposed to the law, arguing one year's 

statistics don't prove anything. 

"Most folks obey the law, and that's a good thing," 
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said McEachin. "But I don't think it takes a rocket 

scientist to figure out that just like drinking and 

driving doesn't mix, guns and drinking don't mix." 

But the Cato Institute's David Rittgers told the 

Times-Dispatch that years of data from the other 42 

states that allow concealed carry in bars demonstrate 

loosening gun laws like Virginia has done not only 

fails to generate violence, it often decreases it. 

"The worst that you can say about these laws is that 

they are statistically value neutral" in terms of 

impacting the crime rate, Rittgers said. 

Rittgers added that other states with concealed-

carry restrictions in alcohol-serving establishments 

have—like Virginia—relaxed those over time "be-

cause of the lack of violent incidents that might be 

connected with persons carrying concealed [weapons] 

with a permit." 

Further analysis of police data reveals the details 

of those few crimes in Virginia last year that were 

related to concealed-carry permit holders and 

alcohol-serving establishments: 

In one incident, the Times-Dispatch reports, a 

drunken customer at a deli in York County allegedly 

sexually harassed a female waitress and, at one point, 

placed his hand over his legally concealed gun so the 

waitress could see its outline. After he left the deli, 

police charged him with driving under the influence, 

brandishing a firearm and carrying a concealed 

weapon while drinking, still a crime in Virginia 

despite the new law. 

In another incident, a concealed-permit holder at a 

Lynchburg restaurant reached into his pocket to pay 

for his beer tab and accidentally discharged the gun 

there, shooting himself in the thigh. He was convicted, 

the paper reports, of recklessly handling a firearm and 

lost his concealed-carry permit for a year. His gun was 

confiscated. 

Tom Lisk, a lobbyist who represents the Virginia 

Hospitality and Travel Association and who opposes 

Virginia's lifting of the restriction on firearms in bars, 

told the Times-Dispatch that while the new law has 

not led to "random bloodshed in restaurants," he 

believes his concerns have been validated by the "few 

incidences of permit holders using bad judgment—

drinking and then, in unfortunate circumstances ... 

shooting themselves or accosting a waitress." 

"I promise you that the waitress that had the gun 

brandished at her by someone who was drunk and 

sexually aggressive—to her that was a serious 

offense," McEachin added. "And when someone gives 

themselves a self-inflicted wound, that just 

underscores the fact that guns and drinking don't mix. 

I don't know if there's anything disproven by those 

numbers." 

But Van Cleave believes he and other supporters 

of the law deserve an apology—especially those who 

"screamed the end of the world was coming with 

this." 

"At some point," Van Cleave told the Times-

Dispatch, "it would be nice to have some of them 

admit that they were wrong, that they didn't see any of 

the horrible things that they thought were going to 

happen." The New GUN WEEK, September 15, 2011 
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SAF --NEWS RELEASES 
   

SAF SUES CITY OF OMAHA OVER GUN 

REGISTRATION ORDINANCE 

 

[09/28/2011] BELLEVUE, WA The Second Amendment 

Foundation today filed suit in federal district court in Nebraska 

against the City of Omaha, challenging the city's prohibition 

against anyone who is not a United States citizen from 

registering a handgun. 

SAF's lawsuit, on behalf of Armando Pliego Gonzalez, a 

resident alien living in the city, is joined by the Nebraska 

Firearms Owners Association. They are represented by attorneys 

Bernie Glaser of Lincoln, and David Sigale of Glen Ellyn, IL. 

Defendants are the City of Omaha, Mayor Jim Suttle and Police 

Chief Alex Hayes. 

Pliego, a member of both SAF and NFOA, has been admitted 

legally to this country as a resident alien for permanent 

residence. He was approved as a permanent resident in October 

2008. His wife is also a lawful permanent resident, and the 

couple has four children. 

"There are no federal laws requiring U.S. citizenship as a 

prerequisite for the issuance of a license to purchase, register, 

carry, transport or even legally conceal a firearm," noted SAF 

Executive Vice President and founder Alan M. Gottlieb. "Yet the 

City of Omaha makes a distinction by prohibiting legal resident 

aliens from completing the legal requirements to purchase and 

own a handgun. This prohibition appears to be in conflict with 

the Second and Fourteenth Amendments, and with the Nebraska 

State Constitution." 

After his home was invaded and robbed in 2010, Pliego 

sought to arm himself to defend himself and his family. 

However, Omaha's prohibition stands in the way. When he tried 

to register a handgun that he had legally purchased, the Omaha 

police denied the application. 

"Mr. Pliego jumped through all the hoops, and yet was denied 

his right of personal protection because of a city municipal 

code," Gottlieb stated. "The citizenship requirement in Omaha's 

code is an unconstitutional denial of equal protection under the 

Fourteenth Amendment, and the Second Amendment right to 

keep and bear arms. 
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"We're asking the court for a declaration that the citizenship 

requirements contained in the Omaha code is unconstitutional," 

he concluded. 

 
***The Second Amendment Foundation (www.saf.org) is the nation's 

oldest and largest tax-exempt education, research, publishing and legal 

action group focusing on the Constitutional right and heritage to 

privately own and possess firearms. Founded in 1974, The Foundation 

has grown to more than 650,000 members and supporters and conducts 

many programs designed to better inform the public about the 

consequences of gun control. SAF has previously funded successful 

firearms-related suits against the cities of Los Angeles; New Haven, CT; 

and San Francisco on behalf of American gun owners, a lawsuit against 

the cities suing gun makers and an amicus brief and fund for the 

Emerson case holding the Second Amendment as an individual right. 
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CCRKBA --NEWS RELEASES 
 

CCRKBA BLASTS CUOMO FOR PUSHING GUN 

CONTROL AND PRISON CLOSURES 

[09/20/2011] BELLEVUE, WA – New York Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo‘s call for more gun control laws while advocating the 

closure of prisons in a Sunday speech proves he is ―drinking too 

much of Michael Bloomberg‘s Kool-Aid,‖ the Citizens 

Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms said today. 

Gov. Cuomo made his comments during a Harlem breakfast 

prior to the African-American Day parade, according to the New 

York Daily News. He reportedly said closing some prisons would 

release more funding for local programs. 

―If Andrew Cuomo thinks keeping thugs out of prison, so he 

can pump the money into some community program while 

pushing for further disarmament of potential crime victims 

makes sense,‖ said CCRKBA Chairman Alan Gottlieb, ―he‘s 

been breathing too much of the same air as the mayor of New 

York City. The other day, Bloomberg was babbling about riots in 

the streets if the government doesn't ‗do something‘ about 

creating jobs. It now appears Andrew Cuomo wants to keep 

hoodlums working, in the neighborhoods, in the convenience 

stores, on the streets; anywhere they can rob and steal from 

honest citizens.‖ 

Gov. Cuomo also complained that we could send a person to 

Harvard University for the same amount it costs to incarcerate 

them. 

―Well,‖ Gottlieb said, ―that certainly makes sense. Let‘s just 

move thugs to college campuses. Maybe the governor thinks 

criminals will climb the ladder of success by robbing a more 

affluent class of victims. 

―Andrew Cuomo and Michael Bloomberg apparently live in 

the same fantasy world,‖ Gottlieb said. ―They want to throw 

government money around, either to invent make-work jobs that 

accomplish nothing, or to pad some social program at the 

expense of much-needed jail space, while working overtime to 

disarm law-abiding citizens. They‘re not in the State of New 

York; they‘re in a state of confusion.‖ 

 

BLOOMBERG PREDICTS NYC RIOTS; HOW DO 

PEOPLE DEFEND THEMSELVES, CCRKBA ASKS 

[09/16/2011] BELLEVUE, WA – New York Mayor Michael 

Bloomberg‘s Friday warning that there could be riots in the 

streets if something isn't done quickly to produce jobs and get the 

economy moving leaves an important question: How do people 

defend themselves under the city‘s current restrictive gun laws? 

The Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms 

today called on Bloomberg to answer that question. CCRKBA 

Chairman Alan Gottlieb noted that the mayor‘s alarmist rhetoric 

spotlight‘s the need for gun law reform in New York so that law-

abiding citizens can better defend themselves in the event of 

anarchy. 

―Mayor Bloomberg is long on warnings,‖ Gottlieb observed, 

―whether it‘s about violence in the streets due to expanded 

concealed carry laws, increase gun ownership by law-abiding 

citizens, or a bleak economy for which he has offered no 

solutions, but expects big government to solve. 

―Unfortunately,‖ he continued, ―Mayor Bloomberg‘s 

solutions to violent crime are typically counter to common sense, 

so we shouldn't expect too much in the way of economic 

wisdom, either. He would keep law-abiding citizens disarmed to 

prevent crime, so his response to rioting would probably be to 

arrest people who defend their homes and businesses. 

―Bloomberg‘s policies,‖ Gottlieb said, ―penalize the wrong 

people and he knows it. He founded ‗Mayors Against Illegal 

Guns‘ but has pushed policies that make it harder, if not 

impossible, for citizens to legally obtain firearms. He would 

drown people in paperwork for simply seeking the means to 

defend themselves against this predicted chaos. 

―Michael Bloomberg cannot have it both ways,‖ Gottlieb 

concluded. ―If urban riots do erupt and innocent people are 

harmed, or lose their businesses and homes to rioters, he must 

accept part of the blame. His policies do not prevent 

victimization, they perpetuate it, and formenting hysteria over the 

economy doesn't help.‖ 

 

CCRKBA THANKS N.H. LAWMAKERS FOR 

EXPANDING SELF-DEFENSE RIGHTS 

[09/15/2011] BELLEVUE, WA – The Citizens Committee 

for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms today congratulated 

members of the New Hampshire House of Representatives for 

voting to expand the state‘s self-defense statute by over-riding 

Gov. John Lynch‘s veto. 

The 251-111 House vote Wednesday afternoon follows a 17-

7 vote by the State Senate last week, enabling SB 88 to become 

law. The legislation was opposed by gun prohibition and anti-

self-defense groups that insisted it would close the door for 

recourse by innocent bystanders who might be accidentally shot 

in a self-defense situation. Law enforcement officials also 

reportedly opposed the measure. 

―The right of a citizen to defend himself or herself, or their 

families from violent attack is sacrosanct in this country,‖ said 

CCRKBA Chairman Alan Gottlieb. ―That right does not, and 

should not, end abruptly on the front porch of someone‘s home, 

but cover situations that could erupt in any public place where a 

citizen has a right to be. 

―Law-abiding citizens in other states,‖ he continued, ―enjoy 

full self-defense rights, and there is no reason why the good 

people of New Hampshire should be treated any differently. The 

expansion of self-defense rights has not – as anti-gunners have 

consistently predicted – led to widespread incidents of vigilante 

justice or careless use of deadly force. Responsible armed 

citizens do not live down to such hysterical misrepresentations, 

and the anti-self-defense lobby knows it.‖ 
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Gottlieb particularly thanked House Speaker William O'Brien 

for what appears to have been a change of heart, allowing the 

override vote after earlier suggestions that no such vote would be 

entertained. 

―We are confident that New Hampshire citizens will 

demonstrate the same due care and caution that citizens of other 

states have shown,‖ Gottlieb observed. ―It is utter nonsense to 

believe that any citizen should leave his personal safety, and the 

safety of his loved ones, parked at home.‖ 

 

 **With more than 650,000 members and supporters 

nationwide, the Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep 

and Bear Arms is one of the nation’s premier gun rights 

organizations. As a non-profit organization, the Citizens 

Committee is dedicated to preserving firearms freedoms 

through active lobbying of elected officials and facilitating 

grass-roots organization of gun rights activists in local 

communities throughout the United States. The Citizens 

Committee can be reached by phone at (425) 454-4911, on 

the Internet at www.ccrkba.org or by email to 

InformationRequest@ccrkba.org. 

 http://www.ccrkba.org/ 
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Herman Cain Soars to the Top of the Republican Field  
But where does he stand on the Second Amendment? 

   

[09/30/2011] According to a new Zogby poll this week, Herman 

Cain has soared into the lead and now sits atop the Republican 

field. Here are the latest results:  

 Herman Cain (28%) 

 Rick Perry (18%) 

 Mitt Romney (17%) 

 Ron Paul (11%)\ 

 Newt Gingrich (6%) 

 Jon Huntsman, Jr. (5%) 

 Michele Bachmann (4%) 

 Rick Santorum (2%) 

 Gary Johnson (1%) 

Cain is one of a few Republican hopefuls who have taken a 

strong stand on issues that are important to political 

conservatives. But where does he stand on the Second 

Amendment? 

Some of the top contenders (such as Rick Perry and Ron 

Paul) have pro-gun records to run on. Others (such as Mitt 

Romney and Newt Gingrich) have very mixed or anti-gun 

records in their haunted past. But Cain has no legislative record.   

We have no history in public office by which to judge him -- 

which is why it‘s so important that GOA gets an answer back 

from him on GOA‘s Presidential Survey. 

Otherwise, we only have bits and pieces of speeches and 

interviews that Cain has engaged in.   And while those statements 

help somewhat, they also raise more questions than they answer. 

For example, in an interview with CNN‘s Wolf Blitzer earlier 

this year, Cain expressed strong support for gun rights: ―I 

support, strongly support, the Second Amendment. I don‘t 

support onerous legislation that‘s going to restrict people‘s rights 

in order to be able to protect themselves as guaranteed by the 

Second Amendment.‖ 

But in answer to a follow-up question asking whether states 

or local governments should be allowed to impose gun control 

restrictions, Cain said, ―Yes. The answer is yes, that should be a 

state‘s decision.‖ 

That‘s an answer that needs further explanation, especially 

given the fact that almost one year earlier to the day, the 

Supreme Court ruled in McDonald v. Chicago that states and 

localities were limited with respect to interfering with a citizen‘s 

right to keep and bear arms. 

Now, to be fair, it could be that Cain is thinking: As 

President, it‘s none of my business what the states do on guns or 

any other issue. A true constitutionalist (unlike the current 

President) would understand that the federal government has 

limited powers and is restricted to exercising the 17 or 18 powers 

that are spelled out in Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution. 

Moreover, a true constitutionalist would understand that the 

states -- as James Madison said -- have ―plenary powers‖ to try 

different approaches. As goes the cliché: the states are separate 

―laboratories‖ for public policy experiments. 

Cain‘s statement about state gun control does raise some 

important questions though: 

 Is he aware that the authors of the Fourteenth 

Amendment wanted to impose the Bill of Rights -- and 

specifically the Second Amendment -- upon the states? 

 What does he think about the Supreme Court‘s decision 

in McDonald? Does he agree that states and localities -- 

subsequent to the Fourteenth Amendment -- are constitutionally 

barred from banning guns? 

 And what about concealed carry outside of one‘s home 

state? As President, would Herman Cain sign or veto a bill like 

H.R. 2900, which provides for concealed carry recognition 

amongst the states?  

We don‘t have answers to these questions, and that‘s why 

GOA‘s Presidential Survey is so important. It asks about 

concealed carry recognition, the renewal of the semi-auto ban 

and repealing gun restrictions (like the Brady law and various 

import bans). Plus it gets the candidates‘ views on issues such as 

UN gun control, undoing existing anti-gun Executive Orders and 

reining in the BATFE. 

GOA has sent a survey to Herman Cain, but so far, he has not 

returned a completed questionnaire. And here‘s where you can 

help. 

ACTION: Please contact the Cain campaign and urge him to 

return GOA‘s Presidential Survey. You can contact Herman Cain 

by cutting-and-pasting the message below after going to his 

contact page here: http://www.hermancain.com/contact-us 

----- Pre-written letter to Herman Cain ----- 
Dear Mr. Cain: 

Congratulations on your rise to the top of the Republican 

field. According to Zogby, you now lead in the polls. 

I know that you have taken some strong constitutional stands 

in general. However, I would like to know where you stand on 

http://www.ccrkba.org/
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=Wmhu1QkRbqY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=Wmhu1QkRbqY
http://www.hermancain.com/contact-us
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the Second Amendment in particular. I know that you have made 

some positive statements on firearms, but there have been other 

comments which have caused concern. 

Gun Owners of America tells me they have sent you a 

Presidential Survey, but that you have not yet returned it. Their 

survey asks about issues that are very important to me including 

concealed carry recognition, the renewal of the semi-auto ban 

and repealing gun restrictions (like the Brady law and various 

import bans). 

Would you please return GOA‘s Presidential Survey? I look 

forward to hearing from them that they have your questionnaire 

in hand. 

Sincerely, 

 

Mitt Romney and Gun Control 

 [09/30/2011] In the recent Presidential debate, 

Congresswoman Michelle Bachmann said America‘s voters did 

not need to ―settle‖ for the moderate candidate. Amen to that.  

And gun owners do NOT want candidates who talk out of 

both sides of their mouths. 

As the Gun Owners of America‘s Board of Directors looks at 

the Republican candidates running to unseat radical anti-gun 

President Obama, we see several who have strong pro-gun 

backgrounds. Ron Paul, Rick Perry, Michelle Bachman all have 

solid pro-gun records and deserve a hard look from pro-gunners. 

At least one frontrunner candidate stands in contrast with a 

decidedly mixed record on the gun issue. While Mitt Romney 

likes to ―talk the pro-gun talk,‖ he has not always walked the 

walk. 

 ―The Second Amendment protects the individual right of 

lawful citizens to keep and bear arms. I strongly support this 

essential freedom,‖ Romney assures gun owners these days. 

But this is the same Mitt Romney who, as governor, promised 

not to do anything to ―chip away‖ at Massachusetts‘ extremely 

restrictive gun laws. 

 ―We do have tough gun laws in Massachusetts; I support 

them,‖ he said during a gubernatorial debate. ―I won‘t chip away 

at them; I believe they protect us and provide for our safety.‖ 

Even worse, Romney signed a law to permanently ban many 

semi-automatic firearms. ―These guns are not made for 

recreation or self-defense,‖ Romney said in 2004. ―They are 

instruments of destruction with the sole purpose of hunting down 

and killing people.‖ 

Romney also spoke in favor of the Brady law‘s five day 

waiting period on handguns. The Boston Globe quotes Romney 

saying, ―I don‘t think (the waiting period) will have a massive 

effect on crime but I think it will have a positive effect.‖ 

Mitt Romney doesn‘t seem to understand the meaning of 

―SHALL NOT BE INFRINGED.‖ 

And that makes it all the more troubling that Romney refuses 

to answer GOA‘s simple candidate questionnaire. In our more 

than 36 years of experience, a candidate is usually hiding anti-

gun views if he or she refuses to come clean in writing with 

specific commitments to the Second Amendment. 

Today, Romney may be a favorite ―Republican 

Establishment‖ candidate of the national press corps. But that is 

exactly what gun owners DON‘T need in a new President. We 

need someone who will stand by true constitutional principles 

and protect the Second Amendment. 

 

Rep. Paul Broun Introduces Concealed Carry Recognition 

Bill  

[09/22/2011] The Second Amendment truly is the ―black sheep‖ 

of the Bill of Rights. 

Imagine traveling from your home to Massachusetts, and not 

being able to buy a newspaper or stay at a motel because you‘re 

from out of state. 

The ACLU would be up in…well, maybe not ―arms‖…but 

they would sure take issue with the violation of your First 

Amendment rights. 

When it comes to the Second Amendment, though, your right 

to keep and bear arms is often checked at the state line. And it 

hardly raises an eyebrow among civil libertarians. 

Criminals obviously don‘t care if they cross state lines to 

commit a crime, but honest citizens are often required by law to 

leave behind their self-defense firearm when traveling. 

Pro-gun champion Rep. Paul Broun (R-GA) recently 

introduced a concealed carry recognition bill to address this 

situation.  H.R. 2900 allows law-abiding citizens who can legally 

carry concealed in their home state to carry all across the 

country, as well. 

Titled ―The Secure Access to Firearms Enhancement (SAFE) 

Act,‖ this legislation recognizes that constitutional rights do not 

become null and void at the state line. 

And, most importantly, Rep. Broun‘s bill is ―constitutional 

carry‖ friendly.  The SAFE Act recognizes that while CCW 

permits are the ―norm‖ in most states, constitutional carry is the 

ideal.  

For more than twenty years, Gun Owners of America has 

pushed constitutional carry (also known as Vermont-style carry) 

at the state level.  Such legislation recognizes the right to carry 

without having to first get the government's permission.   

After all, how much of a right is protected by the Second 

Amendment if citizens must first pass tests, fill out applications, 

take classes and, in many cases, be fingerprinted and 

photographed to obtain a license—in essence, to prove to the 

authorities that they're not criminals before being allowed to 

carry?  

Vermont had it right for over a century.  Any person can 

carry a concealed firearm—whether they are a resident of the 

state or not—except for use in the commission of a crime. That‘s 

it. No registration, no paperwork, no arbitrary denials by anti-gun 

bureaucrats.  

And the result?  Vermont consistently ranks among the 

safest states in the country.  

And other states are finally starting to follow suit.  Three 

states (Alaska, Arizona, and Wyoming) have passed 

constitutional carry laws for their own citizens.  Texas passed a 

modified version, allowing for a concealed firearm anywhere 

inside one‘s vehicle, including motor homes.  And since 1991, 

constitutional carry has been allowed in more than 99% of the 

state of Montana. 

Even with these improvements, however, reciprocal 

agreements between states are written in such a way that an 
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actual permit is still required in order to carry concealed from 

state to state.   

And in many instances, there is NO way to legally carry 

concealed in another state.   

Rep. Broun‘s bill addresses this issue in a way that respects 

the Constitution and in a way that recognizes the unalienable 

right to defend one‘s life—without needing a permit from the 

government.  

Just as GOA works to eliminate government restrictions on 

carry at the state level, GOA has never supported a bill at the 

national level that stops short of recognizing constitutional 

carry.   

After all, a bill that requires states to implement a permitting 

system risks setting back the efforts of the many states seeking to 

pass real concealed carry reform.   

The SAFE Act also respects the Constitution and states‘ 

powers in that it does NOT establish national standards for 

concealed carry, nor does it provide for a national carry permit or 

require a state like Vermont to move to a permit system (in order 

for its citizens to carry out-of-state).   

In fact, the Broun bill will do nothing to change what the 

states already do in terms of allowing or denying their citizens 

their right to carry firearms.  This bill simply allows citizens who 

are able to carry in their home state, to also carry in every other 

state that allows concealed carry.  

Another important distinction is that Rep. Broun‘s bill, unlike 

other legislation being debated in Congress, does not rely on an 

expansive, erroneous interpretation of the Commerce Clause.  

The SAFE Act instead recognizes the ―full faith and credit‖ 

protection that is guaranteed in Article IV of the Constitution.  

Constitutionally-protected rights, including the right to self-

defense, do not disappear at the state line.  Rep. Broun‘s SAFE 

Act will simply allow lawful gun owners who have the right 

carry concealed firearms in their home state to also carry in other 

states.  

ACTION: Please contact your Representative and urge him 

or her to cosponsor Rep. Broun‘s SAFE Act. 

 

The Second Amendment is Coming Under Fire! 

Vote could occur as early as Wednesday 
[09/20/2011] Earlier this month, we alerted you to the fact 

that Congress will have an opportunity to defund some of the 

anti-gun programs that the Obama Administration has foisted 

upon the American people. 

Well, we are sorry to report that the congressional leadership 

is not yet listening to you. The House will soon be taking up 

H.J.Res. 79, which bundles all 12 appropriation bills to fund the 

federal government for the next month and a half. 

According to GOA‘s sources on Capitol Hill, this bill 

contains: 

 NO DEFUNDING of ObamaCare; 

 NO DEFUNDING of Operation Fast & Furious which 

was used to demonize American gun owners, while helping send 

arms to Mexican drug cartels; 

 NO DEFUNDING of requirements that will register 

American gun owners in the Southwest -- regulations that were 

instituted by the Obama Administration as a way of deflecting 

attention from their involvement in Fast & Furious; 

 NO DEFUNDING of the shotgun and rifle import bans; 

and, 

 NO DEFUNDING of the Administration‘s ability to 

engage in negotiations on an anti-gun small arms treaty. 

ACTION: We need to redouble our efforts. Please use the 

pre-written letter to contact your congressman, and urge 

your friends and family to do the same. Time is of the essence! 

Tell your Representative to stake out a position early and 

publicly that they will oppose any continuing resolution which 

does not defund ObamaCare, Fast & Furious, the illegal long gun 

multiple sales regs, the illegal shotgun and rifle bans, and the UN 

negotiations to produce a treaty which will register American 

gun owners. 
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Microstamping Threat in Massachusetts 

 ANTI-GUN BILL TO BE HEARD IN 

COMMITTEE . . . Once again politicians in 

Boston are more concerned about burdening 

law-abiding gun owners and retailers and 

forcing the closure of major Massachusetts 

manufacturers rather than focusing on 

economic problems facing the state. State Sen. 

Anthony Petruccelli's microstamping 

legislation (S.835) will be heard in the Joint 

Judiciary Committee this Wednesday at 1 p.m. 

in Room A-1. Microstamping is a patented, 

sole-sourced concept that independent studies 

have proven to be flawed and easily defeated 

by criminals. Smith and Wesson, Kahr Arms 

and Savage Arms and their nearly 2,000 jobs 

would be impacted by this legislation. The 

companies would most likely have to abandon 

the state. The firearms industry in 

Massachusetts contributes more than $1.1 

billion dollars in economic activity yearly. 

NSSF encourages everyone in Massachusetts 

to contact members of the Joint Judiciary 

Committee to express opposition to this 

legislation. 

Industry News 

 ATK AMMO CONTRACTS . . . ATK 

announced last week that it has been awarded 

file:///C:/GunOrgs/Pro-Gun/FOAC/FOAC/FOAC/Publications/Articles/New/Gun%20Owners%20of%20America
http://gunowners.org/
http://www.nssf.org/
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=qbu9jncab&v=001Udjluc4seek4n96mN-nNh_O2-vxIl_s_8uIrI0RmeOCtKcTYjAqYmJrzIvwDaoYEL6A0KpLhvkmwvglWIGdCS2c3988e5cK_yW6NZBlqRr73VR1tWvQKGjDUQpZnqbA5Qu_x5FTt-UhDaqdZeyW922oAHBaKPUfQSunNQ9B2fFdWUAU_7sAZ_mD6HzqmsqVWd-tls186toQLV7dVNdyRVxcSdhUK_pE_iF08KzlIC5M9qH0hfVgLQ7ckx18ZFqOFvCKtK-KeWCG6VlFLLUzPg3o3CjH_lDgoDh5UfkA_T7oBMmYUTW-VZIBsVfl0Rmg_mzW9bWa6HU_mOTe-1_ZqAI8DgdZ2BnMBNB_gukyweptZeZsdyBjKEOXHna0kiw31Or0CaJIuB01-jDi2dypHXg%3D%3D
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107957902631&s=115&e=001xNGX9AJ-0I6WsUCHPwq2PxqG7NxYP7uRVfT7oKuvE2i_bHfYrc-rpgqMMjds8OH-Im9jASJ8svwHYH15ak25Xk8gT_hais4GdZ0l_rkfEx1vZVhJIChZKtPT5IRhpAebQwIBpoXesHGOdFPbk3r_Wo7uf2BSjQUe
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107957902631&s=115&e=001xNGX9AJ-0I7UlQ18psNHqLCdb1ZlOrbClic-UF_OlvxmTVapbDAovIJYIeG-FG9g6zLtyTjtfFzztAtftXBV6I4ZssNBVInfVPqfN1VOxF6vQGGTJamgq-1IJj1SPhTcCv8fhiXjNCsxV5H09_4uPw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107957902631&s=115&e=001xNGX9AJ-0I7UlQ18psNHqLCdb1ZlOrbClic-UF_OlvxmTVapbDAovIJYIeG-FG9g6zLtyTjtfFzztAtftXBV6I4ZssNBVInfVPqfN1VOxF6vQGGTJamgq-1IJj1SPhTcCv8fhiXjNCsxV5H09_4uPw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107957902631&s=115&e=001xNGX9AJ-0I7UlQ18psNHqLCdb1ZlOrbClic-UF_OlvxmTVapbDAovIJYIeG-FG9g6zLtyTjtfFzztAtftXBV6I4ZssNBVInfVPqfN1VOxF6vQGGTJamgq-1IJj1SPhTcCv8fhiXjNCsxV5H09_4uPw==
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two U.S. military ammunition contracts. The 

first is an order valued at more than $58.7 

million from the U.S. Army Contracting 

Command, Direct Fire Munitions Branch, 

Rock Island Contracting Center (RICC), Rock 

Island, Ill., to produce multiple variants of 

20mm PGU-series ammunition. ATK has also 

been awarded a $46.5 million firm-fixed-price, 

indefinite-delivery/indefinite-quantity contract 

for AA40 5.56mm frangible ammunition by 

the Naval Surface Warfare Center, Crane 

Division in Crane, Ind. 

Government Relations 

 VICTORY IN FIGHT TO PRESERVE 

TRADITIONAL AMMUNITION . . . 

Efforts to protect the rights of sportsmen and 

gun owners to use the ammunition of their 

choice received a significant boost last week 

when a federal judge dismissed part of a 

Center for Biological Diversity (CBD) lawsuit. 

The CBD suit challenged the Environmental 

Protection Agency's (EPA) denial of a petition 

to ban traditional ammunition and lead fishing 

tackle under the Toxic Substances Control Act 

of 1976 (TSCA). The court ruled it does not 

have jurisdiction over EPA's refusal to regulate 

traditional ammunition because the complaint 

was not filed within the statute of limitations 

to challenge the EPA decision. The ruling does 

not apply to the lead fishing gear portion of the 

petition. Full Story 

 RULING DENIES 18-YEAR-OLDS 

SECOND AMENDMENT RIGHTS . . . Last 

week a federal judge in the Northern District 

of Texas ruled that adults aged 18 to 20 do not 

have an individual constitutional right under 

the Second Amendment to purchase, after a 

background check, a handgun or handgun 

ammunition from a federally licensed firearms 

retailer. This despite the fact that 18-year-olds 

can exercise every other individual right 

guaranteed in the Constitution. Adults aged 18 

and over can speak and worship freely, vote, 

marry and start a family, enter into contracts 

and serve in the military where they are trusted 

to use fully automatic firearms. This case will 

now be appealed to the Fifth Circuit U.S. 

Court of Appeals, where NSSF will seek to 

file an amicus brief.  

 U.S. SUPREME COURT STAYS OUT OF 

GUN-RIGHTS DEBATE . . . The U.S. 

Supreme Court has refused to consider 

whether an individual's Second Amendment 

rights extend to carrying a firearm outside the 

home. The justices let stand a ruling by 

Maryland's highest court (Charles Williams v. 

Maryland, No. 10-1207) that upheld a state 

law prohibiting the carrying of a handgun 

without a permit. Read more.  

 FINAL COMMITTEE HEARING ON PA. 

SUNDAY HUNTING SET FOR OCT. 27 . . 

. The Pennsylvania House of Representatives 

Game and Fisheries Committee will hold its 

third and final public hearing on Thursday, 

Oct. 27, beginning at 9 a.m. in Room 140 of 

the Main Capitol Building in Harrisburg, Pa. 

NSSF along with the Sunday Hunting 

Coalition is urging all sportsmen to come out 

and show their support for the removal of this 

antiquated blue law. Expanding Sunday 

hunting could have a tremendous economic 

impact on Pennsylvania to the tune of more 

than $764 million annually. 

 ANTI-GUN GROUP FILES MOTION TO 

DISMISS IN NSSF LAWSUIT . . . The 

Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence has 

filed an amicus brief and the Department of 

Justice has filed a motion to dismiss in the 

case of NSSF v Jones (ATF). That lawsuit 

challenges the legal authority of ATF under 

the Gun Control Act to compel 8,500 federally 

licensed firearms retailers in Arizona, 

California, New Mexico and Texas to report 

the sale of two or more rifles. More 

information on the NSSF lawsuit. 

Research 

 SEPTEMBER NSSF-ADJUSTED NICS 

BACKGROUND CHECKS UP 14% . . . 
The September 2011 NSSF-adjusted National 

Instant Criminal Background Check System 

(NICS) figure of 878,345 is an increase of 14 

percent over the NSSF-adjusted NICS figure 

of 770,310 in September 2010. For 

comparison, the unadjusted September 2011 

NICS figure of 1,244,604 is an increase of 9.2 

percent over the unadjusted NICS figure of 

1,139,980 in September 2010. This marks the 

16th straight month over month increase in 

NSSF-adjusted NICS figures. Full Story 

 HANDBOOK AIMS TO GROW 

OUTDOOR-SKILLS EDUCATION IN 

SCHOOLS . . . The Association of Fish and 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107957902631&s=115&e=001xNGX9AJ-0I5oUQ2Z-I3_7djeAOh4V1AHsUK5TW3BtJEd13cLD6Q-9TgpcwWj5a932NwOG5zsYdbuw30AoFa-d5WcRda1MmPjC8_aumvGLB2eJ5atApz2PRh-iqyEUG_IbHnTW0PenTN4etm5a3jOnRjiLuBvhZ1Q
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107957902631&s=115&e=001xNGX9AJ-0I5oUQ2Z-I3_7djeAOh4V1AHsUK5TW3BtJEd13cLD6Q-9TgpcwWj5a932NwOG5zsYdbuw30AoFa-d5WcRda1MmPjC8_aumvGLB2eJ5atApz2PRh-iqyEUG_IbHnTW0PenTN4etm5a3jOnRjiLuBvhZ1Q
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107957902631&s=115&e=001xNGX9AJ-0I5oUQ2Z-I3_7djeAOh4V1AHsUK5TW3BtJEd13cLD6Q-9TgpcwWj5a932NwOG5zsYdbuw30AoFa-d5WcRda1MmPjC8_aumvGLB2eJ5atApz2PRh-iqyEUG_IbHnTW0PenTN4etm5a3jOnRjiLuBvhZ1Q
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107957902631&s=115&e=001xNGX9AJ-0I5oUQ2Z-I3_7djeAOh4V1AHsUK5TW3BtJEd13cLD6Q-9TgpcwWj5a932NwOG5zsYdbuw30AoFa-d5WcRda1MmPjC8_aumvGLB2eJ5atApz2PRh-iqyEUG_IbHnTW0PenTN4etm5a3jOnRjiLuBvhZ1Q
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107957902631&s=115&e=001xNGX9AJ-0I5u4qVt3JdEGj3AJeUbEM2p3gWgCGQ-Os_7kEyxD8_5ikO3kcgzATLfs-yVyhizPKNcJyP1rIXIfIrDp4WaTWxfIwyhqMW4GmLDuKPiP-rEdWcebiyW58ov84OkLfX_Llk-sXIl0Fjp0w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107957902631&s=115&e=001xNGX9AJ-0I7JoYDinlomc8-JvhZivaoAeHfHQvJihWPZBudnlZJFz9svlSeXpH64rmOIUV9y659EKyEAUbSS202N4uf-wYynKsVnbxYX-nQJrU8UPN-3uEmbMNEcjWg1c2LHhQDqVe9qNFN4F3Vlbvc9YGwNh1lJ8DeK3JhXRNBsBxQWgb0t6CDhS59tyxcfly9EDkZOlobvV_8SRl-0eg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107957902631&s=115&e=001xNGX9AJ-0I7yoi0Ao-50OI87slXCy4IOTEkNdj1D2Bbz2GZWn8NPTfMjDEuGg9c3h-Oa2nIC6O9HY5j0Dvc-jCAVk4JG_G-fHluwZGUQH8epwNtGnsfyBPYbAq8kz3wmTNaeADtUvZxfpRAbWYdBSoF8aYucAcswkfOKjWI7O-30LlbI6DJ7LYvZxDt8oH60GPclLOj14gaZ2escy-scow==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107957902631&s=115&e=001xNGX9AJ-0I4yjjsoF59yYJ68iH6e3Z8CsrVynYBO4nk9V7YW0XOyH6o7CMZR2rOqnn54_JjZe7H9yYLwXvmzYTwenBn_KppXV4sfVnikB0_Tmpyqp0KFCNlsrgCwFaClNgnOO82V8st8sL9Lw6LtSIfihbSrnrvsIi2HX06dA3AVaIYqajq2o2IVBVwiO-Ny
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107957902631&s=115&e=001xNGX9AJ-0I6Du1MBMehB6xc2PDFCTTrMCTmugWB3j99jSvAAPvpRwHWl6V6-hh7eINBnB8DmI03hNXDDYK9V8dvMiLeh3BHoq_ZEFPI1ZS6jNb1mnUBaxw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107957902631&s=115&e=001xNGX9AJ-0I6Du1MBMehB6xc2PDFCTTrMCTmugWB3j99jSvAAPvpRwHWl6V6-hh7eINBnB8DmI03hNXDDYK9V8dvMiLeh3BHoq_ZEFPI1ZS6jNb1mnUBaxw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107957902631&s=115&e=001xNGX9AJ-0I7H7bp_GhT2vnlc-ZmBDFldZTxTVk7aHSx3HzB4btoogEBxdd9ANRfLlLnUPF0-Xg-Ahtzj9hixclHNRPS6sFLCh1GekH41Q-8zvNBNvhRe4o-JS8DD_5QGtqy0HZKrJNolw1m6AcgOVeW_9864sMaILpiQ94WETrE3w94L0Jys4w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107957902631&s=115&e=001xNGX9AJ-0I7H7bp_GhT2vnlc-ZmBDFldZTxTVk7aHSx3HzB4btoogEBxdd9ANRfLlLnUPF0-Xg-Ahtzj9hixclHNRPS6sFLCh1GekH41Q-8zvNBNvhRe4o-JS8DD_5QGtqy0HZKrJNolw1m6AcgOVeW_9864sMaILpiQ94WETrE3w94L0Jys4w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107957902631&s=115&e=001xNGX9AJ-0I6FRXLAOQuiPUBQLz6RddgA6i4W5Rh-_NMsRCvsEnFJ_nBV_UvIJjHGCEg6_cGYQSY0GqFXIILYHYJYc8hiAJtB45iYfQVvjAulAJfn3mKwbWqzuUqcWMMlim9M7jGbjIkWr8yLB9SJ7g==
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Wildlife Agencies has released its "Outdoor 

Skills Education Handbook: A Guide for 

Developing and Implementing School-based 

Outdoor Skills Education." The handbook is 

designed to help fish and wildlife agencies and 

non-governmental organizations (NGOs) 

interested in working with their state 

departments of education, school districts, 

school administrators and teachers to include 

wildlife-related outdoor skills as part of the 

physical education curriculum. One of the 

successful case studies in the report was the 

result of an NSSF Hunting Heritage 

Partnership grant that Oklahoma received in 

2010. The project led to 100 school teachers 

becoming certified hunter education 

instructors, resulting in nearly 3,100 students 

receiving hunter education from this new 

source. Learn more and read the report.  

News of Note 

 PROJECT CHILDSAFE IN ACTION . . . 

After a non-fatal shooting accident involving a 

toddler, a North Carolina television station 

checked with law enforcement departments 

throughout its viewing area and found that the 

agencies had Project ChildSafe firearm safety 

kits on hand to distribute to gun owners in 

their communities. Police said they would 

distribute the kits, which contain a gun lock 

and a brochure that discusses safe storage 

options, to gun owners free of charge, no 

questions asked. See the WCNC story and 

video. Law enforcement departments 

interested in the NSSF-developed program can 

learn more at projectchildsafe.org. 

 
09-26-2011 

Government Relations 

 NSSF ENCOURAGES SUPPORT OF 

PRO-SHOOTING LEGISLATION . . . This 

summer Sen. Mark Udall (D-Colo.) introduced 

S. 1249, the Target Practice and 

Marksmanship Training Support Act. This bi-

partisan legislation will give states greater 

flexibility in using their Pittman-Robertson 

funds to establish safe recreational shooting 

areas. More specifically, the legislation will 

help facilitate the construction and expansion 

of public target ranges, including ranges on 

federal land managed by the U.S. Forest 

Service and the Bureau of Land Management. 

A companion bill, H.R. 3065, was introduced 

in the House last week and may soon be heard 

in the Environment and Public Works 

Committee. NSSF supports this legislation and 

encourages all sportsmen to contact their 

legislators and urge them to back this pro-

shooting measure. 

 BILL WOULD PROTECT GUN 

OWNERS' RIGHTS ON 

RECREATIONAL LAND . . . NSSF 

applauds the introduction of S. 1588, "The 

Recreational Land Self-Defense Act." This 

legislation, introduced by Sens. Jim Webb (D-

Va.) and John Boozman (R-Ark.), is the 

Senate companion bill to H.R. 1865 and is 

designed to protect the rights of gun owners to 

legally possess firearms for self-defense on 

lands owned or managed by the Army Corps 

of Engineers. The Corps owns or manages 

more than 11.7 million acres, including 400 

lakes and river projects, 90,000 campsites and 

4,000 miles of trails. 

 PENNSYLVANIA HUNTERS: CONTACT 

YOUR LAWMAKERS . . . Sportsmen in 

Pennsylvania who would like to see the state's 

ban on Sunday hunting lifted need to make 

their voices heard in the state House Game and 

Fisheries Committee. Those opposed to 

Sunday hunting are not staying quiet. They've 

been out on the front lines, making calls and 

lobbying legislators. If you live in the 

Keystone State and care about protecting and 

preserving the future of our hunting traditions, 

then it's important that you contact your state 

officials and urge them to support HB 1760, 

which would repeal the old blue law still on 

the books that bans Sunday hunting. 

 ATF BUYOUTS COULD SLOW LICENSE 

PROCESSING . . . The Bureau of Alcohol, 

Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives has 

announced that its impending staffing cuts will 

likely slow down its processing of firearm and 

explosive license applications. Any potential 

slowdown in the license application process 

could disrupt the lawful commerce of firearms 

-- a major concern for industry. NSSF is taking 

this threat seriously and is in regular 

communication with ATF on this issue. 

 ATF OPEN LETTER ON MEDICAL 

MARIJUANA . . . ATF has issued an open 

letter to all federal firearms licensees in 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107957902631&s=115&e=001xNGX9AJ-0I4sfram_1KFgOWCsuNrFnBDelYCTQSPX-sWj-Ww-0nKRO3yEzjIokXxjc7XWDwqj6Ja0OpqFiUnz8y19qdrF8UIhhqwc4Mo_NIgjUCtFlucvv5WGTkSZ5U9NmJoDFrKRE5TpqKbHn5HPPmao9v8Nqomq-gTB7Q7xlFi4ARNej4uRA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107957902631&s=115&e=001xNGX9AJ-0I4bez3SE_LYbswFd6WnDTRP6RAV5OjXdyFCT2xR6epRwVFuz0PKIBFsWBf90mtY9n9H1Xx7Wnrwnncpei6kmhNVJDhYlq_cFn157CvYoshjjPt5Aaj3GLFx2Oy_6HoY5JPCrGbH5YaPW6VCKEm_qFpuegWNtnY7tH8=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107957902631&s=115&e=001xNGX9AJ-0I6xgy6pIIdT9RCId6sXY_3EH_tezKJJXJoMB5ksTJU0vxLqNlqtmlSZn3vUGVuaVER4G4G25WWHYaS3DSZoai1PMtV8UJYlW-j8i7t9JgAzK1qz55cf5i02y4lW26A7Cv76J58k0VBnd1-7Cyj6aKUOAVPyGxAhPh7XH_DxItWpaXtXRpQAiU4ynaRwQujDXvLNXNkkYeNq0g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107957902631&s=115&e=001xNGX9AJ-0I6xgy6pIIdT9RCId6sXY_3EH_tezKJJXJoMB5ksTJU0vxLqNlqtmlSZn3vUGVuaVER4G4G25WWHYaS3DSZoai1PMtV8UJYlW-j8i7t9JgAzK1qz55cf5i02y4lW26A7Cv76J58k0VBnd1-7Cyj6aKUOAVPyGxAhPh7XH_DxItWpaXtXRpQAiU4ynaRwQujDXvLNXNkkYeNq0g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107957902631&s=115&e=001xNGX9AJ-0I56lOlJ2IH53vXM_Jeu0xS-1De3FgHx0L5YE2oolkTpdizlRnmJ2HB4uZiIjNbbhPPIcQbG9SvV9O1b9R1KnJrvzcCd-hHPDoTOkCrUK9F-Lg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107843242699&s=115&e=0013Q0zdN0N8csC_wcmjL9oNOvy5mViAM5H0emtd6NM0idGclV2xK93Gvl2gJ7GmJgJ-RCGr_J2qkxXvvmG_t3HPMWIsh6SrJTIiVz2yBxG2QXKx8oVdPlY0zrLCOt3Tg2Qr8bS2utAAvHJyGr2JjyLaFj0QRaVkI6oDA22IedVC2M=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107843242699&s=115&e=0013Q0zdN0N8csC_wcmjL9oNOvy5mViAM5H0emtd6NM0idGclV2xK93Gvl2gJ7GmJgJ-RCGr_J2qkxXvvmG_t3HPMWIsh6SrJTIiVz2yBxG2QXKx8oVdPlY0zrLCOt3Tg2Qr8bS2utAAvHJyGr2JjyLaFj0QRaVkI6oDA22IedVC2M=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107843242699&s=115&e=0013Q0zdN0N8cuhwNSaH8m9KEnwEbsqAnovklBj8YQDyvE4xks2uoH6aOXwnqG56ZWUCWBmukxiaEnJZGVvl9RDDTC2EuNL6sb8P8PXWIh0q_SwaJi2l9IcZGjCjSXMir2UAfmPisOLjcOf_b9qW9cPccZ3sAfUpEnx
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107843242699&s=115&e=0013Q0zdN0N8ctXTunkny2VtYN57AoSeLagPhX5iEQK8C3K-47FFBCeZca1m-Megu6oaSLUlLB6Z0QOr1Ud1Fy3WVRCSkGCezTe2khrfuFGqn3ujm4Z227f3EdyOW6BvUMmWWoiIckwtcOTdqfcdD7T0daZUvmCmHJ9fmRojKejKvQ_cR7Dc2I74o2O_46pY4vE
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107843242699&s=115&e=0013Q0zdN0N8ctXTunkny2VtYN57AoSeLagPhX5iEQK8C3K-47FFBCeZca1m-Megu6oaSLUlLB6Z0QOr1Ud1Fy3WVRCSkGCezTe2khrfuFGqn3ujm4Z227f3EdyOW6BvUMmWWoiIckwtcOTdqfcdD7T0daZUvmCmHJ9fmRojKejKvQ_cR7Dc2I74o2O_46pY4vE
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107843242699&s=115&e=0013Q0zdN0N8ctVYLwnE_1au20MuDD0ZPEZ1v9dYdLtyyB8pN_xDNH_on_ktcxSrAOeP6SeCJ9XakARQfTkLjhOkxTymC4gnePukwdx2vKGbKHykh9CH-XFMAUr3Tc3of312-TzCNuIznlkRtV0t1W89g1HeINrWt56l-Yq4RXRRCLxDConKlXjDWOGrpGLaLHv97zWiUsUZUM=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107843242699&s=115&e=0013Q0zdN0N8ctVYLwnE_1au20MuDD0ZPEZ1v9dYdLtyyB8pN_xDNH_on_ktcxSrAOeP6SeCJ9XakARQfTkLjhOkxTymC4gnePukwdx2vKGbKHykh9CH-XFMAUr3Tc3of312-TzCNuIznlkRtV0t1W89g1HeINrWt56l-Yq4RXRRCLxDConKlXjDWOGrpGLaLHv97zWiUsUZUM=
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response to inquiries regarding the use of 

marijuana for medical purposes and its 

applicability to federal firearms laws. Read the 

letter. 

 
09-19-2011 

Government Relations 

 ECONOMIC IMPACT OF 

TRADITIONAL AMMUNITION BAN . . . 
NSSF has released an economic impact study 

measuring the negative impact a ban on 

traditional ammunition would have on the 

economy. Limiting the choice of ammunition 

to alternatives (non-lead) could increase costs, 

on average, up to 190 percent more than the 

equivalent traditional ammunition while 

decreasing the ability for citizens to participate 

in recreational activities. 

 FBI RELEASES 2010 CRIME REPORT . . 

. As firearms and ammunition maintained 

high-volume sales in 2010, the nation's crime 

rates continued to fall, a new report from the 

FBI shows. During 2010, violent crime 

declined for the fourth straight year, with an 

estimated 6 percent drop from 2009 figures. 

The FBI statistics undermine a favorite 

argument of anti-gun groups and some 

mainstream media that "more guns equal more 

crime," especially when you consider that the 

decrease in violent crime over the past four 

years occurred at the same time that firearm 

sales were surging. 

News of Note 

 NSSF RESPONDS ABOUT MODERN 

SPORTING RIFLE TERM . . . When a pro-

gun blogger wrote that he did not care for the 

term "modern sporting rifle," which NSSF has 

been promoting to describe AR-platform rifles 

for the last two years, well, he's entitled to his 

opinion. However, when he wrote "perhaps we 

should just embrace the term 'assault rifle,'" 

then he becomes an accessory to those who 

want to ban these sporting firearms. Read the 

NSSF Blog. 

 
09-12-2011 

California Legislature Continues Attack on Second 

Amendment  

 THREE ANTI-GUN BILLS AWAIT 

GOVERNOR'S SIGNATURE . . . Despite 

much greater problems in the state, the 

California legislature passed three anti-gun 

laws in the final days of session that now await 

Gov. Jerry Brown's signature. The bills on the 

governor's desk are SB 427, which would 

implement a handgun ammunition registration 

law (AB 962) and add new provisions 

impacting retailers; AB 809, which would 

require firearms retailers to report the same 

sale records for long guns that they currently 

collect for handguns; and SB 819, which 

would allow the Department of Justice to use 

Dealer Record of Sales (DROS) funds to help 

pay for enforcement of California firearm 

laws. The governor has until Oct. 8 to decide 

on the fate of these bills. Please contact him 

over the next three weeks via phone calls and 

emails and urge him to veto SB 427, AB 809 

and SB 819. 

Industry News 

 SMITH & WESSON FIREARM SALES 

UP 18 PERCENT . . . Smith & Wesson 

Holding Corp. (NASDAQ:SWHC) reported 

first-quarter firearm sales of $91.7 million, up 

18 percent compared to the same period last 

year. "Orders for our firearms remained strong 

in the quarter, evidenced by increased sales of 

our Smith & Wesson brand pistols and modern 

sporting rifles," said CEO Michael Golden. 

The company expects its firearm division to 

grow between 11 and 13 percent in fiscal 

2012.  

 ATK TO RELOCATE CORPORATE 

HEADQUARTERS TO VIRGINIA . . . 

ATK (NYSE: ATK) announced that it will 

relocate its corporate headquarters as of Oct. 1 

to Arlington, Va., where the company will 

expand its existing office space. The company 

said it will continue to maintain a strong 

presence in Minnesota, including 

approximately 210 Minnesota-based corporate 

employees. In total, ATK employs 

approximately 2,700 people in Minnesota. 

ATK currently employs approximately 3,500 

people in the Mid-Atlantic region, where it 

operates facilities in Maryland, Virginia and 

West Virginia. Read ATK's press release. 

Government Relations 

 PENNSYLVANIA HUNTERS URGED TO 

ATTEND THURSDAY'S SUNDAY 

HUNTING HEARING . . . Sportsmen in 

Pennsylvania who would like to see the state's 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107843242699&s=115&e=0013Q0zdN0N8ctrLgF_QY8HJaLljmGOCMrzWzKq3vFl4v2_msLIwgJGbgxjUs-za7xaZMjA1PQbIhLik6VCdpC6JvUIeDUPI4bD0vglRn_2PM_887OGoSfT6kuKAIGBu0dt7TgQAHWljmLF9Z3Rn6CLPshm2NygJP7O
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107843242699&s=115&e=0013Q0zdN0N8ctrLgF_QY8HJaLljmGOCMrzWzKq3vFl4v2_msLIwgJGbgxjUs-za7xaZMjA1PQbIhLik6VCdpC6JvUIeDUPI4bD0vglRn_2PM_887OGoSfT6kuKAIGBu0dt7TgQAHWljmLF9Z3Rn6CLPshm2NygJP7O
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107718278377&s=115&e=001UlYq8WQuKienFC294XcejLKi1FodMNRLvHWRukkxeGGRPVNdNbD2wMXm6GOGwoMvJ8YIwC6pF6VdfHHOViA7VHPCUIBIZHdytDpHgy12nRDfkQJDg2I6hvCV0n2_Yvf6G1Q4--CyfSQGCjSw4GvxHSdapy3dfTHcXiVIuTQCsfIFnzD8pmJXZw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107718278377&s=115&e=001UlYq8WQuKidwmI3Okt5ef0YzWvSGrIEQwRk6GiiTCHAtiQA3X2hcUgG_WDLlYkblYrhiGw-_M4vArfrhlbma5NelaFuftn-stQKxkhBSJYFJEJz0oIAhVqsJ7s3DNarb4zrjYZEhmXGBJEAWA2lHxsID47NLlASt6iFJFVrKfTjJIkUCUzy5Ek27EnQbGoHp-3-E6J4V4NY=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107718278377&s=115&e=001UlYq8WQuKidAszVNuO1NGCrUBtMUJWCxyt0fG4jJska-uAQpKhlLaHXWYENLkcWtJPEvY0y8VRt7leEuWaoPeN3C3fT9wsn1-HIbIZpLSftUBSpgc0QeBk9FOiVtLC956TZQeD6FxzTsWCAGmVE7Gg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107718278377&s=115&e=001UlYq8WQuKidAszVNuO1NGCrUBtMUJWCxyt0fG4jJska-uAQpKhlLaHXWYENLkcWtJPEvY0y8VRt7leEuWaoPeN3C3fT9wsn1-HIbIZpLSftUBSpgc0QeBk9FOiVtLC956TZQeD6FxzTsWCAGmVE7Gg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107599543263&s=115&e=001DqA57Sf6nSOHrd8WFOBJG46UHdQTF2QkD76S48WKRBMgG9xaFcfcfOpchW_HxNrt3R7Nt7rgIdSPYFSjzoZnvHmHcQ9HwYFnM3ZSJwCWOzxtkJ8E55M3S9mcMlsb6bdGWwLnWFF89f_UdzRlOiv01RSmkWOSbNqEDoj5LCZs564durzdQW4qlC2c3CFtGlEFxgm8UqVmN36M-4UoLxEPrGiuNyagt6U7
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107599543263&s=115&e=001DqA57Sf6nSP_tUIixDc1jtgvwpPoK8f8-6bjsutwkMdqSTjd6MSHUAT0ROQouegCAFJHH-A4ZAjriJUZYJ7kRHvoDrKlFCz-r8Btcn8gvapQywTHUx-IzQX5tbxm7hv521hDC34V948f4XQX2EOQp0lj6jUu-vPZ7SxdgFzV5aERNd3nNgSMQdc-XszY1htPYCFeU3Nux0eDnfoccfbeu9o_WzzSqZ4m
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107599543263&s=115&e=001DqA57Sf6nSPsfisBMCkYqCAa3OAntnbM28IzE-YIcjEcMo0lksZTg04AGythAX6JpVVF5MWtiYPgHFEarICQTyZTSqqlFsbkweeFMEL0asi_8D3T2pC-RyBUw9AODHsU-f7hLxcWCtHT87hStq3Kbgf9shesVbxn-22uyJZVhhtzGP8WF4IUNnWl-7NhSpw5QSr6w2FjWfaOU1v_W6pNS_Rk4fiJFHNQ
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107599543263&s=115&e=001DqA57Sf6nSO0ArQ-eeLpQt9JJiVbz8BTm4sJ_yRVtbZNcDGlo8Z0iWwHHKRNCsIiQuSPyVsBfXTFyzU8IA8YtFQVxSu4PshO-gQxg5f1TsFP6BFPJj2ktT1jcRtPoQRuYtaQoMV6AF4=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107599543263&s=115&e=001DqA57Sf6nSMP0RR783TvzNelKBDppDw6R0UCeQp_XeUr5m54v6hr80XQBuJPvE5vJwVsMY0tWOqxW3_ycmfMbgNGvrLF3hQUifI1-qJ3qzTHQPRFFcoEY3aWMMZtBE35c7D2MdZQ9LDbJ0hw_nmQrAemspkELJD0jn5Gpqn-vjyERh_sUSeZ9xSiR8EccWPEvn-UAyEIe_ein906sG-SNcwJIDyNWc6w
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107599543263&s=115&e=001DqA57Sf6nSMP0RR783TvzNelKBDppDw6R0UCeQp_XeUr5m54v6hr80XQBuJPvE5vJwVsMY0tWOqxW3_ycmfMbgNGvrLF3hQUifI1-qJ3qzTHQPRFFcoEY3aWMMZtBE35c7D2MdZQ9LDbJ0hw_nmQrAemspkELJD0jn5Gpqn-vjyERh_sUSeZ9xSiR8EccWPEvn-UAyEIe_ein906sG-SNcwJIDyNWc6w
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107599543263&s=115&e=001DqA57Sf6nSPoLk_DHn2eFbZUXAMxJOPU2C3AGFviby3jTEzQRp-S4t-jSKeiFh0JpDmB2v-z0nnhtoV91DQq7rwGm8ukms8zSpvLxEn8XTJQEa5aeK-9W1AM6ylGx35J3R4LDAnzPVWu4eaEgrR32Fcd0pP0tNRU
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ban on Sunday hunting come to an end are 

urged to attend a Sept. 15 public hearing at 

6:30 p.m. at the East Allen Township 

Municipal Building in Northampton, Pa. Also, 

please continue to contact members of the 

House Game and Fisheries Committee and 

urge them to support HB 1760, which would 

permit hunting on Sunday. 

 COURT TOSSES ENVIRONMENTAL 

LAWSUIT AGAINST GUN CLUB . . . An 

environmental lawsuit brought against a 

California shooting range by its former 

landlord was recently dismissed by a federal 

court for lack of ripeness. Read more.  

 ATF SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER . . . In 

an effort to keep federal firearms licensees 

(FFLs) updated on changing firearms laws and 

regulations, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 

Firearms and Explosives (ATF) provides 

semiannual FFL newsletters. Read ATF's 

September 2011 newsletter. 

 NSSF MATCHES ATF REWARD IN 

TULSA FIREARMS THEFT . . . NSSF 

announced a $5,000 reward for information 

leading to the arrest and conviction of the 

person(s) responsible for a burglary and theft 

at Tulsa Firearms located at 5949 S. Garnett 

Road, Tulsa, Okla. This reward offer matches 

a $5,000 reward offer by ATF. Read more.  
 
NSSF Bullet Points (above): 

 

*************************************************

** 

USSA News Alerts (below): 

U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance Foundation 
801 Kingsmill Parkway, Columbus, OH  43229 

Ph. 614/888-4868 • Fax 614/888-0326 

Website: www.ussportsmen.org • E-mail: 

info@ussportsmen.org 
U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance 

  

[09/30/2011] Top News: 

The Economics and Common Sense of Sunday 

Hunting 

Great interest has been taken in the debate over 

Sunday hunting in Pennsylvania this year.  When you 

drill down into the facts of the debate, however, I find 

the reasoning behind the uproar utterly perplexing.  

USSAF Submits More Comments to FWS for 

Western Great Lakes Wolf Delisting 

This week, the U.S. Sportsmen‘s Alliance Foundation 

(USSAF) filed a second set of comments urging the 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) to remove 

wolves in the Western Great Lakes Region from the 

Endangered Species Act.  

PETA Wants HUGE Tax Increases 

In a time of high unemployment and struggling 

national debt, PETA is asking the Obama 

administration to drastically increase our nation‘s 

debt. The group is proposing a mandatory spay-and-

neuter law for all animals adopted from shelters or for 

those bought from pet stores, licensed breeders or 

possibly even your neighbor. 

 
[09/23/2011] Top News: 

Bowhunting by the Numbers 

Courtesy of the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 

If you have held a bow these late summer days or will 

be holding one in the weeks ahead as bowhunting 

seasons open across America, you are not alone. 

Bowhunting is a popular American pastime with 

millions taking to the woods each fall. Hunters can 

pursue deer—the most hunted species with a bow—or 

bear, elk, pronghorns and many species of small 

game. Those up for a challenge also hunt pheasants 

and other upland game with bow and arrow. Before 

you grab your bow and head afield, however, know 

the requirements—and be prepared. 

Suing for BIG Bucks 

In case you have not heard, the U.S. economy is 

slow and federal dollars are scare. Tax dollars are 

being very closely watched under public scrutiny. 

Now, there are less of those tax dollars to watch 

thanks to the former Fund for Animals, alias 

Humane Society of the United States. 
 

[09/14/2011] Top News: 

USSA Director Sets Record Straight on Federal 

Public Lands Bill 

Newly introduced H.R. 2834 (the Recreational 

Fishing and Hunting Heritage and Opportunities Act) 

is being supported by a ―who‘s who‖ of hunting 

groups for good reason: it is a necessary piece of 

legislation with a great upside for conservation.  

Unfortunately, the Obama administration is opposing 

the bill and is joined by several groups with a history 

of opposing sound wildlife management and other 

conservation principles. 

Special Benefits for Sentries 

In an effort to help U. S. Sportsmen‘s Alliance 

members live healthier and enjoy more of life, the 

USSA is kicking off a new member benefits package. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107599543263&s=115&e=001DqA57Sf6nSMa6Vk_QtcCNxaXtphUxBNYdftHdrjLMuE-1woNMlnflKYJFRBmPQNgSa6ZS2sboKN5m0wrSYcAwqNV-MgLzqr8H2lIjeFPPVCkf-lOclk0TFPZUTYvxjNQvmCT8nrB-rWzmuxPNahy-wnE6bhFssXXI1OiB5ZBNhynge0Ug2IUXmx1q326XFYw
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107599543263&s=115&e=001DqA57Sf6nSNkac73_KacoQtynDJwEE9oNrhD7BSHkf7tQlgMaX2JB45_BHyx1H9sMDHhpnhO1vMNpTeJD-ANAuSezFkDGdNPXnvshDhyT6f9P6hlif4qjQW9TvnR4YahUbBv0OPAJERQhJJitTVbYyLEHKGngvOA8HrAs5MOijgkScuJ1a5IGhvM0vF6sOLo
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107599543263&s=115&e=001DqA57Sf6nSNgY3kXYF9jXOMHQzkJEXk1KfN2SyCbBBcFbWMeuiITgNJguzs7hVojKvyuslfAMacAqOL9uKS8uAeUzacMCa95Caqtoj9kbp-lY-vqnO_QO3ipJZmXyt-gD6cCLQmd7vuX9PPPrLp_tTROY0BERieBlUFPlk1X1S6vP6dbK3ILySRUrUnD0nvylQzBb6fJ5x1zyD43LvLOUkb0EzL6wrnynFri3HooSgWlNdJoEFme5Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107599543263&s=115&e=001DqA57Sf6nSMpnw_bAZf7WaFnj_02meF5e1ml5IHlleuh-Lk_u7YE-RlYBQyClAUcidsNdDeAy_beHyFM_k4AmtjSIx4H0bGntKr0BJez4f1YcUc22wLiX8Bh1hEdEprWl_rrPOU0P0r9hVw9AM4OKg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107599543263&s=115&e=001DqA57Sf6nSP13El4zl5vMmjvNjuaDFjLthEpKwS9a3LqjgeJ3eTjtDWea-TK7y4WL3oE3cu4KRM_Y7ckDXXUA6P5A5W5SHmRggLRV_ibAWB9nvrJdpXamVwlGdjPPyoxBV7nMji65ZZXYsd-nEoUpQuRK5n4ZHj_LeXTc0B-f1e_crT3SFDegR_OFjlR6QgQ
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107599543263&s=115&e=001DqA57Sf6nSP13El4zl5vMmjvNjuaDFjLthEpKwS9a3LqjgeJ3eTjtDWea-TK7y4WL3oE3cu4KRM_Y7ckDXXUA6P5A5W5SHmRggLRV_ibAWB9nvrJdpXamVwlGdjPPyoxBV7nMji65ZZXYsd-nEoUpQuRK5n4ZHj_LeXTc0B-f1e_crT3SFDegR_OFjlR6QgQ
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107599543263&s=115&e=001DqA57Sf6nSMpmdTOuVvb38OX5FSbotwpxvFc-KdGsHz0xaXFvX-vsvnT6F8w4jJDwvER0MkPjCoslnlkJsaoAb-GUWXG9K__pp4ouTySDpQyHy2CnlsgPcyudJ86hG8y-nmCWI_X5Qj3uoIcJn8kU81q_Ma7KGr8W99vNxhfij7ljH_tYn776y9gmYKGCj7i
http://www.nssf.org/
http://www.ussportsmen.org/Page.aspx?pid=240
http://www.ussportsmen.org/
mailto:info@ussportsmen.org
http://www.ussportsmen.org/Page.aspx?pid=240
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwp.me%2fp1IEhF-Y&srcid=7610&srctid=1&erid=10059441
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwp.me%2fp1IEhF-Y&srcid=7610&srctid=1&erid=10059441
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2864&srcid=7610&srctid=1&erid=10059441
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2864&srcid=7610&srctid=1&erid=10059441
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2863&srcid=7610&srctid=1&erid=10059441
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2859&srcid=7539&srctid=1&erid=10005751
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2858&srcid=7539&srctid=1&erid=10005751
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2856&srcid=7405&srctid=1&erid=9956178
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2856&srcid=7405&srctid=1&erid=9956178
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2855&srcid=7405&srctid=1&erid=9956178
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All Sentries and other members are eligible to receive 

these benefits. 

HSUS Turns Fear Factors into Funds 

While most rational folks realize that most of what 

you see in Hollywood movies is make believe or far 

from normal, the Humane Society of the United States 

sees things a little differently. In fact, the animal 

rights group recently generated a news release based 

on the movie ―Contagion.‖ Not so harmful, it seems, 

until you read the twisted HSUS ―facts.‖ 

 
USSA News Alerts (above): 

U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance 

 

================================ 

JEWS FOR THE PRESERVATION OF 

FIREARMS OWNERSHIP  
America's Aggressive Civil Rights Organization 

  
JPFO ALERT 

August 11th, 2011 

Rabbi Bendory has some heartfelt advice regarding 

"flash mobs". 

 

My response to 'flash mobs'? 

GET A GUN. 

Get a gun, and learn how to shoot it accurately, under 

pressure. If you find yourself in a "flash mob," the police will 

NOT show up in time to do you a bit of good. These mobs gather 

in minutes and disperse just as quickly when the first police car 

arrives. Or worse, they attack the first police officers until 

backup arrives. ... Read more here - http://jpfo.org/rabbi/rabbi-

flash-mobs.htm 

  

Yours in Freedom, The Liberty Crew at JPFO Protecting you 

by creating solutions to destroy "gun control" 

 

Freedom is not a spectator sport. 

  

Use our latest handbills - http://jpfo.org/filegen-a-m/freebies.htm 

this includes our latest additions. 

 Remember to check out all JPFO's movies - 

http://jpfo.org/filegen-a-m/movies.htm 

 Please support JPFO with donations, memberships and purchase 

of our materials ( http://shop.jpfo.org/ ) - so we can continue to 

provide you with these alerts and defend your rights. 

JPFO Membership form - http://jpfo.org/pdf02/memb-form.pdf 

JPFO On line secure membership sign up - 

http://shop.jpfo.org/cart.php?m=product_list&amp;c=4 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 PS - Visit our alert archive / sign up to receive email alerts - 

http://jpfo.org/alerts.htm 

================================ 

***News Links 
 

11-10-03 Police: Lower Burrell man shot at boss' pickup in 

hotel lot 

Police were searching on Sunday night for a Lower Burrell 

man who fired a dozen shots at a friend earlier in the day. 

The incident took place about 3:24 p.m. in the parking lot of 

the Clarion hotel off Tarentum Bridge Road. There were no 

injuries. 

City Detective Sgt. Dino DiGiacobbe identified the suspect as 

Charlie Post, 33, of Lower Burrell. A warrant has been issued for 

Post on charges of attempted homicide, recklessly endangering 

and aggravated assault. 

Several witnesses told DiGiacobbe that they saw Post fire a 

handgun at a pickup truck driven by Terry Janosky, 44, of New 

Kensington. 

"Witnesses said after he fired, he ran back into the hotel into 

a room that he was occupying, grabbed some things and fled the 

scene in a Toyota Tacoma," DiGiacobbe said. 

The truck in which Post fled was later recovered along Hartge 

Road in Lower Burrell near the Upper Burrell line. 

According to DiGiacobbe, a witness saw a white man leave 

the truck and walk into the woods wearing a backpack. 

"He is armed and dangerous," the sergeant said. "The police 

are still actively looking for him. If he is seen, do not make any 

contact. Call the police immediately." 

Post is described as white, 5 feet 11 inches and 180 pounds, 

with dark hair coming below the ears and a beard. He may have 

been wearing a gray sweatsuit when last seen, DiGiacobbe said. 

Interviewed at the scene, Janosky said Post has worked for 

him in his remodeling business. 

Janosky, 44, said that after talking with Post by phone, he 

pulled into the large parking lot at the Clarion and saw him 

standing at a door about 75 yards from the hotel's main entrance. 

He said he pulled his pickup truck up to where Post was 

standing and was looking down when he felt the truck shake. 

"I thought he threw a rock at me," Janosky said. "I look up 

and he's shooting his gun at me. I threw it in reverse and got the 

hell out of there." 

There were at least three bullet holes visible on the driver's 

side of Janosky's truck, including one right above the driver's 

side window. He said he felt another one pass by his leg. 

The part of the parking lot where the shooting took place was 

littered with at least eight shell casings. 

"I look at those bullet holes. ... I almost died right there," a 

shaken Janosky said. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/pittsburgh/s

_759902.html#ixzz1ZijuWFDW 

 

11-10-02 Armed in Phila., licensed in Florida 

Inquirer Exclusive: A reciprocal deal lets Pennsylvanians 

get mail- order gun permits from Fla., where the rules differ. 

Earl Page and his friend Rashad were hanging on a North 

Philadelphia corner on a summer night when a man began firing 

a gun, spraying bullets wildly.  

Page caught a .45-caliber slug in the back and collapsed; his 

friend died of a bullet in his brain. At first, Page, who was just 

14, told detectives from his hospital bed that he didn‘t see his 

assailant — ―I‘m worried about my family,‖ he later admitted.  

But at an August 1999 preliminary hearing in the case, Page 

testified that as he was ―laying on the sidewalk,‖ he saw his 

assailant — Rafiq Williams, a gun in each hand, ―still shooting.‖ 

At the trial, Page reverted to his original account, the jury hung, 

and at a retrial, Williams was acquitted.  

http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2854&srcid=7405&srctid=1&erid=9956178
http://www.ussportsmen.org/Page.aspx?pid=240
http://www.ussportsmen.org/Page.aspx?pid=240
http://www.jpfo.org/
http://www.jpfo.org/
http://jpfo.org/rabbi/rabbi-flash-mobs.htm
http://jpfo.org/rabbi/rabbi-flash-mobs.htm
http://jpfo.org/rabbi/rabbi-flash-mobs.htm
http://jpfo.org/filegen-a-m/freebies.htm
http://jpfo.org/filegen-a-m/movies.htm
http://shop.jpfo.org/
http://jpfo.org/pdf02/memb-form.pdf
http://shop.jpfo.org/cart.php?m=product_list&amp;c=4
http://jpfo.org/alerts.htm
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/pittsburgh/s_759902.html#ixzz1ZijuWFDW
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/pittsburgh/s_759902.html#ixzz1ZijuWFDW
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Fast-forward to 2011. Rafiq Williams operates a North 

Philadelphia security firm and has a permit to carry a concealed 

handgun — issued by the State of Florida.  

He obtained it even though Philadelphia police rejected his 

application on ―good character‖ grounds. He was also rejected on 

appeal by a city licensing panel after members heard about 

another case in which Williams fled police and was captured in a 

fortified ―drug compound.‖ A further appeal is still pending in 

the Philadelphia courts.  

Like 900 other Philadelphians — a number that has 

skyrocketed in recent years — Williams easily circumvented the 

local licensing process by obtaining a mail-order gun permit 

from Florida, where the rules are less stringent.  

And because Pennsylvania and Florida have a reciprocal 

agreement to respect each other‘s gun licenses, local police are 

compelled to honor his permit, despite their opposition. Legis 

lation pending in Congress — and endorsed by a majority of 

House members — would extend the reciprocity nationwide.  

Philadelphia Police Commissioner Charles H. Ramsey said 

such broad reciprocity ―undermines the traditional authority of 

state and local governments to protect their citizens.‖  

The city argues that it needs latitude in determining who is a 

threat, because of long-standing problems in the court system. 

An Inquirer report last year noted that while prosecutors in other 

big cities win felony convictions in half of violentcrime cases, in 

Philadelphia, prosecutors had been winning only 20 percent.  

One oft-cited reason is witnesses‘ changing their stories or 

failing to appear in court, leading to acquittals for lack of 

evidence or reasonable doubt.  

Increasingly, Philadelphia police are discovering suspects 

arrested here have Florida concealed-weapons permits.  

That‘s because most of the gun permits are going to the city‘s 

higher-crime areas, with concentrations in Olney and West 

Philadelphia.  

Seventy Florida permit-holders list addresses in West 

Philadelphia‘s zip code 19143, which includes the Cobbs Creek 

and Kingsessing neighborhoods. In 2005, there were three 

Florida permits in that zip code.  

No other area of the state has that concentration of Florida 

permits, according to an Inquirer analysis of Florida permit data. 

Among America‘s 10 largest cities, only New York has more, 

with 1,400, and its population is five times larger. Philadelphia 

has more Florida permits per capita than any other big city.  

As Florida permits have grown in popularity here — even 

former State Sen. Vincent J. Fumo, now imprisoned on 

corruption charges, had one — a cottage industry has sprung up 

to ease the application and approval process.  

A local psychologist offers a firearms-training program 

tailored to the Florida law, and a local lawyer has been suing 

police who detain Florida permit-holders and seize their guns.  

Minor brushes with the law or character issues are not 

considerations for granting or rejecting a permit in Florida. The 

key is that the applicant has not been convicted of a felony.  

―I‘ve never been convicted of anything,‖ said Williams, who 

is incensed because he has been denied a local permit.  

Bruce Eimer, a psychologist and gun instructor who has 

trained dozens of Philadelphians seeking Florida permits, said 

Florida‘s reciprocal agreement with Pennsylvania and 31 other 

states was a key reason people want that state‘s license. He 

stressed that people with permits typically are law-abiding 

citizens.  

―The people who don‘t have permits, those are the people 

who commit crimes,‖ said Eimer, who also attests to the mental 

fitness of applicants for state security-guard licenses.  

But Ramsey points to the case of Marqus Hill, a Florida gun-

permitholder awaiting trial on a murder charge. Police know him 

well. Hill, who had a previous attempted-murder charge 

dismissed, was denied a permit in Philadelphia in 2008.  

When Hill lost his appeal after a hearing in the Criminal 

Justice Center, he became agitated, witnesses said.  

They said he immediately began cursing in the hearing room 

and was ordered to leave. In the hallway outside, he struggled 

with police and was charged with felony assault for allegedly 

hitting an officer. He pleaded guilty to disorderly conduct, and 

other charges were dropped.  

Still, he had no felony convictions, and in 2009 he got the 

permit from Florida.  

Nine months later, he was charged with the murder of 18-

yearold Irving Santana, one of three teenagers who tried to break 

into Hill‘s car when it was parked in Olney.  

Fortunato N. Perri Jr., Hill‘s attorney, has said his client shot 

Santana because he feared one of the three teens had a gun.  

Williams got his mail-order permit from Florida even before 

the city‘s gun-licensing panel rejected his appeal of the original 

police turn-down.  

At that hearing in 2009, Sgt. William Rodgers testified about 

what happened when police arrested Williams in the drug-

compound case.  

Rodgers said there was an outstanding warrant for Williams 

when he spotted him on Nov. 14, 1996, near 32d and 

Cumberland Streets, and gave chase.  

He said Williams ran into a nearby house, where police found 

six guns, including a sawed-off shotgun, and three bulletproof 

vests that had been stolen from the Police Department. Rodgers 

said there also was a photograph of Williams holding some of the 

guns.  

Police also found more than twothirds of a pound of 

powdered cocaine and another container of crack cocaine, 

Rodgers aid.  

Williams was arrested on drug charges and gun charges, but 

the charges were later dismissed.  

At the gun hearing, his lawyer — Bernard L. Siegel, who was 

also Williams‘ attorney in the 1998 murder trial — 

acknowledged that it was ―wrong‖ for his client to be in such a 

house, but pointed out ―that was 13 years ago.‖ He also noted 

that Williams had obtained a Florida permit.  

Bradford Richman, an attorney for the city, countered that the 

house where Williams was arrested was a ―drug compound that 

was reinforced and armed for confrontation.‖ That was enough to 

show there were serious character issues that argued for denying 

Williams a permit, he told the four-member licensing board.  

It agreed with Richman and rejected Williams‘ appeal.  

Florida permits are attractive because the chances of being 

approved there are far higher than in Philadelphia.  

Last year, for example, 15 percent of Philadelphia‘s permit 

applications were denied. (Nearly 4,400 permits were approved 

in the city during the same period.) Florida denied 1 percent. 

Philadelphia police said that when they cannot quickly verify an 

out-of-state license, their commanders have told them to take the 

permits and guns from the suspects.  

That has spurred lawsuits, some of which have been settled 

for cash awards, and problems of community relations.  
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Montrell Bolden said he was suing. He said he got his Florida 

permit after being acquitted of drug charges in 2007.  

He says police subsequently detained him in 2009 and 

confiscated his .40-caliber Smith & Wesson, which he said was 

worth $800, and never returned it. He said the Florida permit was 

valid at the time.  

Bolden currently is facing new drug-dealing charges but said 

that should have had no bearing on his suit.  

The person who got the biggest settlement is also in part 

responsible for Philadelphia‘s dramatic increase in Florida 

permits.  

Richard Oliver, who runs the Parapet Group security firm, 

received a $20,000 arbitration award after his 2009 arrest on 

charges that he was carrying a concealed firearm without a 

license — a felony. The case was quickly dismissed, but the 

record of the arrest still has not been expunged.  

A memo on the arbitration award, written by the city 

attorney, said police refused Oliver‘s ―request for medical 

treatment and for physician-prescribed medication which he 

takes for high blood pressure, diabetes, high cholesterol and 

edema.‖  

Oliver said in an interview that he showed police not just his 

Florida gun permit but also valid permits from New Hampshire 

and Utah. Police also rejected them, he said.  

He had the permits because part of his business has been 

training people to get out-of-state permits.  

Oliver estimated that he had helped 100 to 200 people get 

Florida licenses during the last five years.  

―In Philadelphia, you can‘t get a permit to carry if you owe 

parking tickets,‖ he said. ―You owe the city, you cannot get a 

permit to carry.‖  

Ronald Robinson agrees. He also was arrested by 

Philadelphia police for carrying a concealed weapon without a 

permit, a case that was subsequently dismissed.  

―It‘s protection. It‘s a right,‖ Robinson said of his license to 

carry. ―I didn‘t go though loopholes.‖  

He said Philadelphia police denied his application for a 

concealed-weapons permit because of his past conviction for 

resisting arrest.  

Robinson had pleaded guilty to the charge in 1999 in 

Delaware County and was put on probation for two years.  

Police had contended that he was ―the type of person who 

would hurt someone‖ when they denied his permit, he said.  

So, Robinson said, he simply sent an application to Florida, 

and had no trouble getting his permit there.  

Another Florida permit-holder in Philadelphia, Shykeem 

Leslie, was viewed by police as a midlevel drug dealer, 

constantly hustling dope and involved in violent crimes.  

Before Leslie got his Florida license in January 2009, he had 

been arrested in three separate felony cases, involving charges of 

robbery, drug dealing, and aggravated assault. All those cases 

were dismissed.  

In December 2009, Leslie was arrested twice on drug charges 

in North Philadelphia.  

During one of the arrests, police discovered a secret 

compartment in the console of his car, between the front seats. 

Hidden there was $3,650 in cash and 100 packets of drugs.  

Police also seized his Florida gun permit, for the second time. 

Leslie, 24, never had to go to trial. In the predawn hours of Aug. 

18, 2010, he was felled by a hail of gunfire, shot in the chest, 

shoulder, and arm in the 3200 block of North 27th Street. 

He was pronounced dead at Temple University Hospital.  

http://philly.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/showarticle.aspx?articl

e=5bbd5def-8ae6-4f8c-bc9c-

4543a944745b&key=P08toA68bnaOuy%2fWmhvl8A%3d%3d

&issue=10142011100200000000001001 

 

11-10-02 Gun control hysteria is unfounded 

Something akin to hysteria has gripped some gun control 

advocates because of a fearsome combination of factors. 

According to CeaseFirePA and newspapers in three 

Pennsylvania cities, the related events are cause for abject 

despair: 

• A horrible "loophole" exists in the reciprocal agreements 

between most states, including Pennsylvania, allowing for gun 

permits issued in one state to be honored by other states, even 

after a gun owner is denied a permit in his home state. 

• A Philadelphia man took advantage of the "loophole" to 

obtain a gun permit from Florida, resulting in the shooting death 

of an unarmed teenager last year. 

A bill in Congress, co-sponsored by most of the Pennsylvania 

delegation, including U.S. Rep. Charles Dent, R-Lehigh Valley, 

would require every state to honor the gun permits issued by 

every other state. That, CeaseFirePa yelped on Thursday, "would 

expand the Florida loophole to every state," allowing pistol-

packing yahoos to run amok. 

The problem with those claims is that they are bogus. The 

entire premise is false. Let's start with what happened in Philly. 

Marqus Hill, it was reported, had his gun permit revoked by 

city police. That, said The Philadelphia Inquirer, happened "after 

a 2005 confrontation with officers." He then got a permit by 

using "the Florida loophole," as CeaseFirePA put it. 

That "frightening loophole," wailed the Philadelphia Daily 

News, resulted in 18-year-old Irving Santana getting shot full of 

holes by Hill. "Outrageous," the paper said. "How many more 

people have to be killed before lawmakers buck the NRA and 

move to keep guns out of the hands of people who shouldn't have 

them?" 

The Lancaster Intelligencer Journal/New Era, blaming the 

reciprocity "loophole" for taking Santana's life, thundered that 

the new measure in Congress "threatens to force Pennsylvania to 

accept reciprocity with every other state." 

On Wednesday, a Pittsburgh Post-Gazette editorial cited the 

Santana case as proof of a "lunatic loophole" and said the 

proposal in Congress, if enacted, will cause untold "mischief and 

misery" everywhere. 

Before you join the stampede to repeal the second item in the 

Bill of Rights, consider a few other facts. 

First, a gun permit had nothing to do with the Santana 

shooting, one way or the other. Police said Hill was in an 

apartment when Santana and two other thugs tried to break into 

his car. He "bolted" out of the apartment with a gun to confront 

them. Hill said one of the thugs also had a gun. 

There is no legal requirement for a permit to carry a gun that 

is not concealed. Permits are only for concealed handguns. 

Second, Hill was denied a concealed gun permit by police on 

the flimsiest of grounds. He was not convicted of any crime and 

was employed as a security guard. That's why he had to resort to 

the Florida "loophole." 

Third, a judge threw out the weapons charges against Hill, 

but kept the homicide charges, apparently because of excessive 

force. (Santana had 13 holes in him.) 

http://philly.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/showarticle.aspx?article=5bbd5def-8ae6-4f8c-bc9c-4543a944745b&key=P08toA68bnaOuy%2fWmhvl8A%3d%3d&issue=10142011100200000000001001
http://philly.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/showarticle.aspx?article=5bbd5def-8ae6-4f8c-bc9c-4543a944745b&key=P08toA68bnaOuy%2fWmhvl8A%3d%3d&issue=10142011100200000000001001
http://philly.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/showarticle.aspx?article=5bbd5def-8ae6-4f8c-bc9c-4543a944745b&key=P08toA68bnaOuy%2fWmhvl8A%3d%3d&issue=10142011100200000000001001
http://philly.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/showarticle.aspx?article=5bbd5def-8ae6-4f8c-bc9c-4543a944745b&key=P08toA68bnaOuy%2fWmhvl8A%3d%3d&issue=10142011100200000000001001
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The Florida gun permit and any other reciprocal agreement 

between states had absolutely nothing to do with the Hill-Santana 

situation. Legally, the situation would be exactly the same if 

there were no reciprocal agreements, no "loopholes," or no gun 

permits whatsoever. 

The gun control frenzy in this situation is based entirely on 

fraudulent arguments. 

A few other points need to be raised. 

Those who justify gun control by saying the Second 

Amendment applies only to a "militia" (which they say now 

refers to the National Guard) apparently cannot read. 

The people who drafted that amendment — notably James 

Madison and George Mason — explicitly and clearly defined 

"militia" as those armed citizens who are not under government 

control. Does that sound like the National Guard to you? 

In Switzerland, virtually every law-abiding citizen is armed. 

Mexico has rigid gun control and only government authorities 

can legally be armed. In terms of crime problems, which of those 

two societies do you think has a better approach? 

Gun permits are licenses that apply only to the privilege of 

concealed guns. Rights and privileges are not the same. Self-

defense is a right; driving a car is a privilege. Free societies can 

never let government restrict rights for the sake of expediency. 

I'd like to see what certain newspapers would say if someone 

suggested that free press rights should be exercised only with 

licenses issued by government. 

http://www.mcall.com/news/local/carpenter/mc-paul-carpenter-

guns-20111002,0,5040659.column 

 

11-09-30 Armed guards on Danish tanker deter attack 

COPENHAGEN, Denmark (AP) — Danish shipping group 

Torm says armed guards on one of its ships have deterred an 

attack by suspected pirates in the southern Arabian Sea. 

Torm spokesman Jakob Risom says a skiff with six men 

approached the Torm Republic Thursday and opened fire the 

Denmark-registered product tanker halfway between Somalia 

and India. 

Risom says four British armed guards shot warning shots into 

the water after which the alleged pirates abandoned their attack. 

In Friday's statement, Risom said no one in the ship was 

injured, and they continued their planned journey to Taiwan. 

http://news.yahoo.com/armed-guards-danish-tanker-deter-

attack-091514215.html 

 

11-09-30 ATF warns gun shops against selling firearms, 

bullets to medical marijuana users 

Lori Duckworth had set her sights on a Walther P22 handgun, 

but barely flinched when the owner of the Jackson County 

Armory in Central Point declined to sell it to her because she has 

a medical marijuana card. 

"It looks like I cannot transfer it to you," said Harry 

Ferguson. "Sorry, I'm regulated by the federal government." 

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms warned 

federally regulated gun dealers in a Sept. 21 letter against selling 

guns or ammunition to medical marijuana patients, or to anyone 

else they believed to be using a controlled substance. 

Duckworth, executive director of the Southern Oregon 

chapter of the National Organization for Reform of Marijuana 

Laws, or SONORML, fully expected Ferguson's rejection 

because she made a point of explaining to him she is a medical 

marijuana patient and also made him aware of the ATF letter. 

"If you knowingly sell firearms or ammunition to a known 

medical marijuana patient, even in a state where medical 

marijuana is legal, you are violating the federal law," she said. 

The letter from Arthur Herbert, assistant director of 

enforcement programs and services, came under the heading of 

"Open Letter to All Federal Firearms Licensees," and said it was 

being sent out after the agency "received a number of inquiries 

regarding the use of marijuana for medicinal purposes and its 

applicability to Federal firearms laws." 

Ferguson said any of his gun store customers who used 

marijuana or other controlled substances likely would not admit 

it when they filled out the paperwork to buy a gun. 

"As long as they fill it out truthfully, it's out of our hands," he 

said. 

Ferguson said it was ridiculous to think his store could police 

all of its customers, and noted there are so many laws on the 

books that are already difficult to enforce. 

"I don't know if you know it, but kids under 21 drink 

alcohol," he said. 

Despite the ATF's warning, Ferguson said, he finds it difficult 

to believe the federal government, which has its hands filled with 

other issues, would pay much attention to his store if he failed to 

comply. 

"I guarantee that if I sold her a gun, there would be no 

penalty for it," he said. 

An ATF spokeswoman in Washington, D.C., confirmed that 

her agency has the authority to revoke a federal firearms license, 

but will also meet with a store owner to try to resolve the issue. 

The Gun Control Act of 1968 says a store owner or 

individual needs to have only a "reasonable cause to believe" that 

someone is using a controlled substance to deny the sale of a 

weapon or ammunition. 

The Sept. 21 ATF letter also makes it clear that even private 

individuals who knowingly transfer a gun to another person who 

uses a controlled substance would be in violation of the federal 

law. 

The state of Oregon takes a different position about medical 

marijuana and guns. 

Tony Green, a spokesman for the Oregon Department of 

Justice, said there's no state law prohibiting medical marijuana 

cardholders from possessing a gun. But he noted the federal 

government operates under different rules. 

"We're not in any position to prevent the federal government 

from prosecuting federal criminal laws," he said. 

The state Department of Justice agreed with a local medical 

marijuana patient who was seeking a concealed handgun license 

in a case that went before the Oregon Supreme Court. 

"We argued that a medical marijuana card did not prohibit 

someone from obtaining a concealed firearm license," Green 

said. 

The case involves Jackson County Sheriff Mike Winters and 

Gold Hill resident Cynthia Townslee. Winters argued that the 

federal Gun Control Act prohibits him from issuing a concealed 

handgun license to someone using a controlled substance, even 

one that is allowed under state laws. Winters lost the case in the 

Oregon Supreme Court, but has appealed to the U.S. Supreme 

Court. 

While the ATF letter explains there are no exceptions in 

federal law for medical marijuana use, an earlier letter from 

Dwight Holton, U.S. attorney for Oregon, indicated that federal 

http://www.mcall.com/news/local/carpenter/mc-paul-carpenter-guns-20111002,0,5040659.column
http://www.mcall.com/news/local/carpenter/mc-paul-carpenter-guns-20111002,0,5040659.column
http://news.yahoo.com/armed-guards-danish-tanker-deter-attack-091514215.html
http://news.yahoo.com/armed-guards-danish-tanker-deter-attack-091514215.html
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agents would not direct enforcement efforts toward people who 

were following state law in using medical marijuana. 

In his June 3 letter to Southern Oregon NORML, Holton 

wrote, "While the (U.S. Department of Justice) does not focus its 

limited resources on seriously ill individuals who use marijuana 

as part of a medically recommended treatment regimen in 

compliance with state law, we will enforce federal law 

vigorously against individuals and organizations that participate 

in unlawful manufacture and distribution of marijuana." 

Holton warned Duckworth's organization, which is next door 

to the federal courthouse in Medford, that any property engaged 

in activities deemed in violation of federal crimes could be 

subject to federal charges and penalties, including property 

seizure. 

After receiving the letter, Duckworth said, her organization 

stopped giving marijuana samples to patients for free. 

She said it appears the federal government is ramping up 

pressure against medical marijuana, citing a raid Wednesday 

night by the federal government on a Gold Hill medical 

marijuana garden. 

"We're at a turning point with cannabis prohibition," she said. 

But she added it will be difficult to end a decades-long 

government war against marijuana. 

"Our government has too much money invested in cannabis 

prohibition," she said, citing the dollars spent on prisons and 

police who enforce marijuana laws. 

She said while local gun dealers can't sell to medical 

marijuana patients, that wouldn't stop them from acquiring 

firearms. She noted much of the firearm trade locally is 

conducted through private sellers and said other medical 

marijuana patients could have friends obtain guns for them at a 

local store. While those transactions would also be illegal in the 

federal government's eyes, it's unlikely they would lead to 

prosecutions. 

Duckworth said her father, who was a Marine, got her 

interested in guns at a very early age. 

"Some people collect teapots," she said. "I collect guns." 

http://www.mailtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/2011093

0/NEWS/109300344 

 

11-09-30 Woman Shot in Holmesburg Attempted Carjacking 

Philadelphia police are searching for a man they say tried to 

carjack a woman in the Holmesburg section of the city on Friday 

morning. 

The victim tells police that she was getting into her car near 

her home on the 7400 block of Jackson St. just before 7 a.m. 

when she was approached by a man wanting to take her car. 

In an attempt to get away from the suspect, the woman began 

driving, according to the police. The man then fired a shot, 

hitting the victim in the hip. 

The woman was rushed to a local hospital where she is in 

stable condition. 

Police say the suspect is a black male wearing a black hooded 

sweatshirt and black pants with a white stripe. 

Anyone with information is urged to call police. 

http://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/local/Attempted-

Carjacking-Leaves-Woman-Injured-130842603.html?rr=td 

 

11-09-29 West Palm mayor revises executive order on guns in 

City Hall … again 

It's take three for West Palm Beach Mayor Jeri Muoio as she 

tries to come up with an executive order on guns that meets her 

City Hall safety concerns but goes no further than new state gun 

rights provisions allow. 

On Thursday, Muoio announced the latest plan, to take effect on 

Saturday: 

Citizens with a concealed weapons permit will be allowed to 

enter City Hall with a gun. However, the gun owner will only be 

allowed to remain on the first floor, and a police officer will be 

stationed by the elevators for enforcement. 

Muoio holstered her initial executive order, which banned 

guns in City Hall, after it was deemed incompatible with state 

law. Under state law, guns have been allowed in city halls since 

1987, but West Palm Beach and many other municipalities 

enacted more-restrictive rules. 

But a new state law that takes effect on Saturday solidifies the 

state's right to supersede any local laws on weapons and calls for 

a $5,000 fine, and possible removal from office, for public 

officials who don't abide by it. 

Last week, Muoio said she would revise her first executive order 

so that citizens with a concealed weapons permit could enter City 

Hall with a gun, but would have to be escorted by a police officer 

while conducting business in the building. 

The city received numerous complaints from gun rights activists, 

who argued that a police escort is unlawful detention. 

The latest revision has all people visiting City Hall, including 

employees and commissioners, entering through the front doors 

and walking through a metal detector. Police officers will have 

the option to check for permits of anyone who wants to carry a 

gun in the building, and that person will not be allowed to leave 

the first floor. 

"The first floor is the public area. Everything else is non-public," 

City Attorney Claudia McKenna said at Thursday's agenda 

review meeting. 

Floors 2 through 5, including the commissioners' and mayor's 

offices, are "business offices," not public spaces required to be 

open to gun-holders, she said. 

State law doesn't allow guns in meetings with a governing body, 

so guns will be banned from the commission auditorium during 

city meetings. A city spokesman would not say whether officers 

will be stationed outside the auditorium or by the staircase that 

leads to the second floor, to keep anyone from violating the rule. 

At the city library, also part of the City Center complex that 

houses City Hall, guns will be allowed, but "we are taking 

additional security measures in the library which will not be 

disclosed," city spokesman Chase Scott said. 

Commissioner Kimberly Mitchell expressed concern that some 

public meetings, such as agenda review, are held on the 2nd 

floor, which McKenna now says it not a public floor. McKenna 

said moving all public meetings to the first floor is a possible 

solution. 

"The whole area leading into the mayor's conference room [on 

the second floor] is open to the public," Mitchell said. 

"I believe that administration is trying to get to the right answer. 

This will have to be a work in progress to figure out. I'm not a 

gun fan but I'm a really big fan of the constitution." 

Muoio said she expects people to test the new laws for the first 

couple of days, "but after that it will not be a big deal." 

"We're not going to hassle anyone," Muoio said. "Anyone is 

welcomed into City Hall, and we will comply with state law."  

http://www.mailtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20110930/NEWS/109300344
http://www.mailtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20110930/NEWS/109300344
http://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/local/Attempted-Carjacking-Leaves-Woman-Injured-130842603.html?rr=td
http://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/local/Attempted-Carjacking-Leaves-Woman-Injured-130842603.html?rr=td
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http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/palm-beach/pb-west-palm-

gun-policy-20110929,0,3571227.story 

 

11-09-29 UK Gun law guidance updated after Derrick Bird 

shootings 

People given suspended sentences might be refused a 

firearms licence following a report in the wake of the Derrick 

Bird shootings, the Home Office said. 

Bird, 52, shot dead 12 people in Cumbria in June 2010 before 

turning the gun on himself. 

In December, the Home Affairs Select Committee made a 

series of recommendations, saying current gun law was "a mess". 

The Home Office said it would update guidance rather than 

make any new laws. 

It said it had not taken on all the recommendations but would 

take some forward and put them under review. 

It indicated that in future it may be that someone who had 

been given a suspended sentence would be refused a firearms 

licence. 

Bird used legally-held firearms. But 20 years before the 

shootings he had been given a suspended sentence for theft. 

'Crucial changes'  

A Home Office spokesperson said: "As the committee has 

recognised, the UK has strict gun laws and comparatively low 

levels of gun crime. 

"We will continue to keep the legislation under review." 

Home Affairs Select Committee Chairman Keith Vaz said: "I 

am glad the government has taken seriously our 

recommendations to minimise further risks posed by legally-held 

firearms." 

But he said he was disappointed that the minimum age limits 

on the use of firearms had not been clarified and that there were 

still 34 Acts of Parliament governing the area. 

Her said: "Without these crucial changes to our gun laws, 

there will be a lack of clarity and consistency with the potential 

that those who should not have firearms will have access to 

them." 

The Countryside Alliance said it "broadly welcomed" the 

proposals but urged the government to engage fully with the 

shooting community in taking the proposals forward 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-cumbria-15118002 

 

11-09-29 Pot, cash found at site of California borough 

shooting, police say 

Police investigating a home invasion Tuesday in California 

Borough that left a man hospitalized with multiple gunshot 

wounds discovered 2 pounds of marijuana and a large amount of 

cash inside the house. 

Police Chief Jeffrey Gillen said Wednesday that authorities in 

Washington County are continuing to search for the two men 

responsible for wounding Carey Joseph "C.J." Davis, 22. 

He was shot several times at his residence in the 100 block of 

California Road, about a half-mile south of Vulcan Village, a 

California University of Pennsylvania student housing complex. 

A state police forensic unit that went to the scene to collect 

evidence after the 8:16 a.m. shooting found a bag of suspected 

marijuana in the home, Gillen said in a news release. 

He said police subsequently obtained a search warrant and 

confiscated 2 pounds of marijuana, drug paraphernalia and a 

large amount of cash from the home. 

Davis was taken to UPMC Presbyterian in Pittsburgh by 

ambulance. His condition could not be determined yesterday. 

"Davis reportedly was awakened by his dog barking and 

observed two black males in the residence. Davis grabbed a 

firearm and chased the individuals out of the residence and was 

chasing them on foot up California Road when one of the 

subjects turned and fired at him," Gillen said. 

Davis suffered gunshot wounds to his upper left arm and 

buttocks, Gillen said. 

Gillen said Davis, who is not a student at the university, has 

told police he did not recognize the intruders and could not 

provide any further description of them. 

Davis' father, Bruce Ferea, said someone had stolen items 

from the home last week. 

Police have not charged anyone in that break-in and did not 

disclose whether they believe the incidents are related. 

Davis has not been charged with marijuana possession, but 

Gillen said the investigation is continuing. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/regional/s_

759207.html 

 

11-09-29 Killer escapes prison, captured minutes later in 

downtown Scranton 

Dave Hughes turned to find a shirtless, tattooed man 

knocking on the window of his Pennsylvania American Water 

van at Penn Avenue and Larch Street on Wednesday afternoon. 

Mr. Hughes didn't know that Michael Simonson was an 

admitted murderer, just reported as an escapee from the 

Lackawanna County Prison, where he was awaiting trial for his 

alleged attempted murder of a fellow inmate at the facility last 

year. 

So he rolled down the window. 

"He told me that he broke out of prison and that he needed 

my van," Mr. Hughes said. "When I told him 'no,' he punched me 

in my face." 

Only after Mr. Simonson brandished what Mr. Hughes 

described as a penknife did the water company employee from 

Shavertown surrender the van and watch as the murderer 

"hopped in" and sped off "like a bat out of hell." 

Officials are still looking for answers about how such a high-

profile, dangerous inmate allegedly managed to slip the bonds of 

captivity and make his way from the North Washington Avenue 

lockup into Central City, where he was captured soon afterward 

by a swarm of city police. 

A phone call to the office of Lackawanna County Prison 

Warden Robert McMillan was directed to Lackawanna County 

Spokeswoman Lynne Shedlock, who said the request for 

comment would be passed along. Mr. McMillan did not return 

the request Wednesday. 

"I am dying to learn the answer to how this happened," said 

Lackawanna County Majority Commissioner Corey O'Brien, 

chairman of the county prison board. "This is outrageous and I'm 

looking forward to hearing what transpired here. This is 

absolutely outrageous." 

Anatomy of a crisis 

A neighbor near the prison had just called in to the 

Lackawanna County Communications Center at 1:25 p.m. to 

report that she saw a man climbing over a wall at the prison 

before running over to Mr. Hughes' vehicle, Lackawanna County 

District Attorney Andy Jarbola said. 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/palm-beach/pb-west-palm-gun-policy-20110929,0,3571227.story
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/palm-beach/pb-west-palm-gun-policy-20110929,0,3571227.story
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-cumbria-15118002
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/regional/s_759207.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/regional/s_759207.html
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Within minutes, Mr. Simonson's jailbreak led to Lackawanna 

County Courthouse Square where he jumped from the moving 

vehicle in the 200 block of North Washington Avenue and took 

off on foot down Spruce Street. 

As the van rolled into his Ford Edge parked outside of Edible 

Arrangements, Don Jordan watched as a swarm of city police 

officers converged on Courthouse Square and quickly took Mr. 

Simonson into custody in a parking area behind the Brooks 

Building off of Spruce Street, across from the Lackawanna 

County District Attorney's office - just seven minutes after the 

initial escape report. 

"All of a sudden there were police all over the place," Mr. 

Jordan said. "He jumped out and let it roll." 

Mr. Simonson did have a makeshift knife on him at the time 

of his arrest, which was executed without incident, Mr. Jarbola 

said. 

The Times-Tribune was unable to confirm where Mr. 

Simonson was being held Wednesday night. 

Bernie Brown, who is representing Mr. Simonson in the 

ongoing case in which he is accused of nearly stomping to death 

Nicholas Pinto, a fellow inmate at the prison, on Aug. 8, 2010, 

said he was on his way to visit his client at the facility when he 

left his office and saw the commotion downtown. 

"This is your guy," Mr. Brown said Deputy District Attorney 

Paul Ware, who is prosecuting Mr. Simonson, told him when he 

left his office. 

"For him to be back at the county prison then escape ... it 

obviously is bizarre," Mr. Brown said. 

A violent history 

Mr. Jarbola said Mr. Simonson was being housed in the 

Lackawanna County Prison because his co-defendant in a 

Luzerne County murder case he pleaded guilty to last year is 

being held in the Luzerne County Prison and they had to be 

separated. 

Mr. Simonson head-butted his co-defendant, Elvis Aaron 

Riccardi, during a court appearance days before the beating of 

Mr. Pinto. 

"He had to be placed somewhere else which just happened to 

be the Lackawanna County jail," said Mr. Jarbola, a member of 

the prison board. 

How long and under what level of security Mr. Simonson 

was being held in the Lackawanna County Prison as of 

Wednesday was not clear, though it is less than 14 months since 

the attempted murder on Mr. Pinto, an admitted child 

pornographer who was sentenced to 15 years in federal prison on 

Aug. 25. 

During a stay in the prison in August 2010, Mr. Simonson 

allegedly stomped Mr. Pinto in the head 15 times, putting him 

into a coma and causing permanent neurological damage, during 

a lapse in security coverage of the then-accused murderer. 

Mr. Simonson has a hearing in that case on Oct. 12, Mr. 

Brown said. 

Mr. Simonson's attack on Mr. Pinto, which, according to 

sources, occurred while a guard assigned to the area of the attack 

was out of the building at his car and another was taking a phone 

call, prompted the county prison board to request an investigation 

into the facility by the state Department of Corrections. The 

ensuing report did not mention the assault. 

Mr. McMillan was appointed to the warden position in June, 

following a six-month search in the wake of former Warden 

Janine Donate's resignation amid fallout from Mr. Simonson's 

alleged attack on Mr. Pinto. 

Mr. Jarbola said detectives from his office are investigating 

Wednesday's escape and will be filing charges of, at least, escape 

and weapons possession, against Mr. Simonson, who recently 

withdrew his guilty plea in the prison beating case and is already 

serving a mandatory life sentence for the Luzerne County 

murder. 

"Needless to say he's going to be spending the rest of his life 

in prison," he said. 

Following the investigation, Mr. O'Brien said the incident 

must be "thoroughly reviewed." 

"I'm confident that the prison board will take swift action," 

Mr. O'Brien said. "The prison board and or the warden will take 

the appropriate action to hold those who are responsible for this 

breach in security accountable." 

Whether Mr. Simonson had the help of others or some type of 

tools to get himself over the wall at the prison, said Mr. Jarbola, 

is "something that we're going to have to discuss with the 

warden." 

"I'm interested to find out exactly how it happened," he said. 

"You can't just climb over those walls." 

Contact the writer: domalley@timesshamrock.com 

 

Michael Simonson has been no stranger to violent crimes that 

have made headlines in recent years. 

- �‚April 27, 2009: Donald Skiff, 34, of Plymouth, fails to 

return from fishing with friends. Investigators later accuse Mr. 

Simonson and Elvis Riccardi of kidnapping, robbing, beating and 

killing Mr. Skiff. 

- �‚Aug. 4, 2010: Headbutts Mr. Riccardi during court 

recess. 

- �‚Aug. 8, 2010: Allegedly stomps on inmate Nicholas 

Pinto at the Lackawanna County prison and, days later, is 

charged with attempted homicide. 

- �‚Aug. 25, 2010: Pleads guilty to second-degree murder in 

the death of Mr. Skiff and is immediately sentenced to a 

mandatory term of life in prison. Mr. Riccardi is convicted of 

first-degree murder in 2011. 

- �‚December 2010: Pleads guilty to an attempted-murder 

charge in the Pinto beating. Allegedly headbutts another inmate, 

Michael Strackbein, while shackled in a Lackawanna County 

sheriff van. 

- �‚July 26: Withdraws guilty plea in Pinto case and guilty 

plea to simple assault in Strackbein incident. 

- �‚Wednesday: Captured in downtown Scranton minutes 

after he reportedly escapes from county prison 

http://thetimes-tribune.com/killer-escapes-prison-captured-

minutes-later-in-downtown-scranton-

1.1210341?cache=03D163D03D163Dp%3A%2Fhe3D03Dn63Fr

eporti3D19%3Fcache%3D03D163D03D163Dp%3A%2Fhe3D03

Dn63Freporti3D19#axzz1ZLbCUJHH 

 

11-09-28 School fight ends with 4 shot, including 2 children 

POINT BREEZE - September 28, 2011 (WPVI) -- Police are 

trying to identify two men who fired into a crowd last night. 

This all started as an ongoing dispute between four high 

school girls and ended with four people shot including a toddler.  

"It's just reprehensible that a 2-year-old right now is in 

critical condition at CHOP," Philadelphia Police Captain 

Laurence Nodiff said Wednesday.  

http://thetimes-tribune.com/killer-escapes-prison-captured-minutes-later-in-downtown-scranton-1.1210341?cache=03D163D03D163Dp%3A%2Fhe3D03Dn63Freporti3D19%3Fcache%3D03D163D03D163Dp%3A%2Fhe3D03Dn63Freporti3D19#axzz1ZLbCUJHH
http://thetimes-tribune.com/killer-escapes-prison-captured-minutes-later-in-downtown-scranton-1.1210341?cache=03D163D03D163Dp%3A%2Fhe3D03Dn63Freporti3D19%3Fcache%3D03D163D03D163Dp%3A%2Fhe3D03Dn63Freporti3D19#axzz1ZLbCUJHH
http://thetimes-tribune.com/killer-escapes-prison-captured-minutes-later-in-downtown-scranton-1.1210341?cache=03D163D03D163Dp%3A%2Fhe3D03Dn63Freporti3D19%3Fcache%3D03D163D03D163Dp%3A%2Fhe3D03Dn63Freporti3D19#axzz1ZLbCUJHH
http://thetimes-tribune.com/killer-escapes-prison-captured-minutes-later-in-downtown-scranton-1.1210341?cache=03D163D03D163Dp%3A%2Fhe3D03Dn63Freporti3D19%3Fcache%3D03D163D03D163Dp%3A%2Fhe3D03Dn63Freporti3D19#axzz1ZLbCUJHH
http://thetimes-tribune.com/killer-escapes-prison-captured-minutes-later-in-downtown-scranton-1.1210341?cache=03D163D03D163Dp%3A%2Fhe3D03Dn63Freporti3D19%3Fcache%3D03D163D03D163Dp%3A%2Fhe3D03Dn63Freporti3D19#axzz1ZLbCUJHH
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The 2-year-old girl was one of four people shot when a melee 

broke out in the 1200 block of South Bucknell in South 

Philadelphia around 7:30 p.m. last night.  

Earlier in the afternoon, four girls, three of whom attend 

South Philadelphia High School, got into a fistfight.  

Later, some of those girls accompanied by a parent showed 

up at the house on South Bucknell looking for a 14-year-old girl 

at her grandparents' home.  

"They knock on the door. There's an exchange of words. 

People from the group attempt to enter the house. There's a fight 

as they attempt to enter the house. People from inside come out 

of the house and then there's one large brawl outside," Nodiff 

said.  

That crowd fought with sticks and golf clubs.  

Then, police say, two young men pulled guns and fired.  

One resident, who did not want to be named, says, "I heard 

the gunshot and that's when I hit the ground." 

When the smoke had cleared, 58-year-old Andrea Pointer 

was hit in the leg. She was recovering at home on Wednesday. 

Her 2-year-old granddaughter was shot in the hip, hand, and 

stomach. She was again listed in critical condition on Wednesday 

afternoon.  

Her 10-year-old grandson was shot in the right leg. He is also 

recovering at home. 

A fourth shooting victim, a 25-year-old man, later showed up 

at Methodist Hospital with a gunshot wound to the hand.  

Police say the fight stemmed from inflammatory Facebook 

posts back in July.  

On Wednesday, police stepped up patrols at South 

Philadelphia High. Police and school officials addressed the 

entire student population.  

Police fear there may be attempts to retaliate.  

"The climate at Southern High was excellent today. It has 

been throughout this school year. It's unfortunate that this 

happened. We are addressing this to assure that no future 

problems occur," Philadelphia Police Chief Inspector Myron 

Patterson said.  

Police are still searching for the two men who fired into the 

crowd. They still do not know what their connection is to the 

incident.  

http://abclocal.go.com/wpvi/story?section=news/crime&id=8370

424 

 

11-09-28 Griffith seeks gun-permit applications from 

Luzerne sheriff 

WILKES-BARRE - Luzerne County Controller Walter L. 

Griffith Jr. has filed a court request to force Sheriff John Gilligan 

to turn over records on gun-permit applications. 

Griffith said he needs the records to audit finances in the 

sheriff's office. Gilligan has said he is prohibited by state law 

from disclosing confidential information about gun ownership. 

Joseph F. Sklarosky Sr., solicitor for the sheriff's office, did 

not return a call seeking comment Tuesday. Thomas J. Mosca, 

solicitor for the controller's office, wrote Sklarosky a letter dated 

Sept. 1. 

"We recognize that the sheriff has a legitimate interest in 

protecting the confidentiality of certain information in his 

possession," Mosca wrote. "â€ ¦ If it would be helpful, we could 

perform the audit at the Sheriff's Office to review redacted 

documents there in lieu of receiving copies of those redacted 

documents." 

The sheriff's office issues about 240 permits to carry 

concealed guns a month. Records show more than 26,000 people 

in Luzerne County have permits, which officials say allow them 

to carry their firearms concealed at most places open to the 

public, with some exceptions, such as court buildings, schools, 

prisons, casinos and airports. 

Last May, Gilligan reduced the cost of a permit from $31 to 

$20. He said he made that decision after finding out the office 

was overcharging by $6 and can no longer impose a $5 surcharge 

that funded a statewide initiative on gun license technology. 

http://citizensvoice.com/news/griffith-seeks-gun-permit-

applications-from-sheriff-1.1209810#ixzz1ZM6egcEC 

 

11-09-28 Florida blasts away at local gun rules 

State's cities scramble to eliminate regulation of firearms 

Kate Latorre‘s law firm, which represents a dozen Central 

Florida cities and towns, has been scrambling in recent weeks. 

She and other lawyers at the firm have been working with city 

officials to hunt down and wipe out references to guns in 

municipal codes. 

Such changes are popping up this month on government 

meeting agendas throughout the county and state. That‘s because, 

starting Saturday, county, city and town officials will be 

personally liable for knowingly enacting or enforcing gun-

control rules in their ordinances, under a bill approved by the 

Florida Legislature. 

The law places new penalties in Florida law that says the 

state — and not counties, cities and towns — is solely 

responsible for regulating guns. That includes, for example, fines 

of up to $5,000 for each appointed or elected local government 

official who violates the law. 

For the public, that means a city no longer can restrict 

someone with a concealed weapons permit from taking a 

handgun into a park or public building, except in specific cases. 

Restrictions, however, still apply at courthouses and schools. 

The National Rifle Association said fining public officials 

was necessary because local governments had ―thumbed their 

noses‖ at earlier laws aimed at limiting gun-control ordinances. 

Eliminating local gun-control rules was ―intended to stop 

local governments from making criminals out of law-abiding 

citizens, just because they simply crossed a city limit or county 

line,‖ the NRA said. ―It was intended to provide uniform gun 

laws, so that no matter where in the state you live and no matter 

where in the state you travel, the same gun laws apply.‖ 

Counties and cities should have the power to protect their 

citizens through local laws that regulate guns, argues the Brady 

Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence. 

Brian Malte, the organization‘s director of state legislation, 

said NRA officials ―activated their base to get this bill passed‖ in 

the Florida Legislature, and now are seeking to push similar 

legislation in other states 

http://www.floridatoday.com/article/20110928/NEWS01/309280

006/Florida-blasts-away-local-gun-rules 

 

11-09-28 OK Fugitive nabbed in area 

A fugitive from Oklahoma was arrested Monday following a 

traffic stop in Bentleyville. 

Corey McKinney, 34, of 10809 N. 172 Second Ave., East, 

Owasso, was arrested after Southwest Regional police learned 

there are warrants for his arrest from the Rogers County Sheriffs 

Department. 

http://abclocal.go.com/wpvi/story?section=news/crime&id=8370424
http://abclocal.go.com/wpvi/story?section=news/crime&id=8370424
http://citizensvoice.com/news/griffith-seeks-gun-permit-applications-from-sheriff-1.1209810#ixzz1ZM6egcEC
http://citizensvoice.com/news/griffith-seeks-gun-permit-applications-from-sheriff-1.1209810#ixzz1ZM6egcEC
http://www.floridatoday.com/article/20110928/NEWS01/309280006/Florida-blasts-away-local-gun-rules
http://www.floridatoday.com/article/20110928/NEWS01/309280006/Florida-blasts-away-local-gun-rules
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Police stopped McKinney's vehicle due to a burned out 

headlight at 10:52 p.m. in the 100 block of Route 917. 

Police learned he is a fugitive wanted on charges of 

possession of a firearm after former felony conviction, domestic 

in presence of a minor and interference with an emergency 

telephone call. 

McKinney is currently in the Washington County 

Correctional Facility waiting to be extradited back to Oklahoma, 

police said. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/valleyindependent/news/s_7

59075.html 

 

11-09-28 Cal. U. on alert after off-campus shooting 

For the second time in less than a week, California University 

of Pennsylvania officials issued a crime alert in the aftermath of 

a shooting in the Washington County town. 

On Tuesday, an alert was posted to the school's website soon 

after shots were fired at 8:18 a.m. in the 100 block of California 

Road, about half a mile south of the Vulcan Village student 

apartment complex. 

Carey Davis, 21, who was shot in the apparent home 

invasion, is not a university student, spokeswoman Christine 

Kindl said. 

The university posted crime alerts on its website and 

Facebook page. It noted police were seeking two black men 

believed to have been involved in the incident. 

Along with borough police, university police were 

investigating the incident and providing extra security at Vulcan 

Village, the alert stated. 

Students were advised to lock their doors, to travel with 

friends and to use caution while moving about on campus and in 

the borough. 

Julie Davis of Daisytown posted on the school's Facebook 

site that her nephew was shot twice, in the hip and shoulder. 

Davis reportedly was taken to UPMC Presbyterian hospital in 

Pittsburgh. A spokeswoman there could not confirm he had been 

admitted. 

"What is happening to our town! No, he's not a student. He's 

lived in this town all his life! The shooting occurred at my 

parents' house during a robbery," Julie Davis wrote on Facebook. 

She did not return calls seeking comment. 

Late yesterday afternoon, the university issued an update that 

noted no arrests had been made and that borough police had 

canvassed the area and believed the suspects had fled. 

Kindl said campus police increased their patrols at Vulcan 

Village, the Adamson Stadium complex and parking areas at 

Roadman Park, and the park-n-ride opposite Vulcan Village. 

"As an added precaution, an extra layer of security has been 

added at our residence halls," Kindl said. In addition to their key 

cards, students needed to produce an additional identification for 

entry, she said. 

The daily schedule of classes went on uninterrupted, Kindl 

said. 

The victim told police that two men broke into his home, 

Tribune-Review news partner WPXI reported. Police said the 

victim chased the men out of the house and was shot four times 

in the front yard. 

Davis' father told WPXI that someone had stolen things from 

the house about a week ago. Police haven't said whether they 

think the two incidents are connected. 

On Thursday morning, shots were fired into a student-

occupied residence in the 100 block of Liberty Street. No injuries 

were reported. 

Borough police described that suspect as a bald, white male, 

about 5 feet 8 inches tall, who was wearing a white T-shirt. 

Any witnesses to yesterday's incident are asked to call 

university police at 724-938-4299 or borough police at 724-938-

3233. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/regional/s_

758926.html 

 

11-09-28 Cal U students worry more about violence than 

alcohol 

If California borough officials want to take back the college 

town, they can start by removing violence from the streets, Cal U 

students said Tuesday. 

Borough and campus police were out in force over the 

weekend, responding to a purported problem with out-of-control 

student parties, especially off campus. 

Scores were arrested for alcohol-related charges with dozens 

more expected to be charged. 

On Monday, California Mayor Casey Durdines said, "The 

message was we're taking the community back. We're not taking 

the nonsense. There are problems all of the time. It never lets 

up." 

Durdines, a Cal U graduate, said the police presence was 

done for the safety of the students. 

But students told The Valley Independent that police would 

be better served tackling a series of gun-related incidents near the 

campus. 

The latest such incident occurred early Tuesday morning 

when borough resident Carey Davis, 21, was shot several times 

at a home in the 100 block of California Road, about a half-mile 

south of Vulcan Village, a California University of Pennsylvania 

student housing complex. 

Davis' injuries were not thought to be life-threatening. 

The shooting occurred in a home invasion. As of Monday 

night, no arrests had been made. 

"With all of the shootings, they should worry less about the 

kids having a little fun and more about hard crime," senior Myke 

Haney said. 

"If they're taking back the town, I'd like to know what they're 

taking back. We shouldn't have to hear about shootings so close 

to college, where thousands of people are every day." 

On Friday, Cal U students were placed on alert after shots 

were fired into a house at 135 Liberty St. No one was wounded, 

and no arrests have been made in the case. 

Last October, a Cal U fraternity was placed on temporary 

suspension following an accidental shooting at the Tau Kappa 

Epsilon fraternity house, in which Raylynn Porco, of Pittsburgh, 

suffered minor injuries. 

Several criminal counts eventually were dropped against 

Dustin Ryan Fuller, of Waynesboro, who mistakenly fired the 

shotgun. 

Earlier this month, Edward Jones, 20, of 417 Second St., 

Monessen, pleaded guilty to third-degree murder in an unrelated 

October shooting that claimed the life of Jeron X. Grayson, 18, 

of Pittsburgh. 

Jones, who is awaiting sentencing, fired into an off-campus 

apartment at the intersection of Mechanic and Second streets 

during a homecoming party. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/valleyindependent/news/s_759075.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/valleyindependent/news/s_759075.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/regional/s_758926.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/regional/s_758926.html
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These incidents are weighing on students' minds. 

"I don't like waking up to an e-mail saying there's been 

another shooting," freshman Chelsea Eckles, of Scenery Hill, 

said. 

Eckels said police should respond if neighbors complain 

about parties, but otherwise should be cracking down on 

violence. 

Freshman James Cochran, of Donora, agreed, adding, "We 

haven't heard of any cases where people are close to death from 

drinking." 

Katie Schumacher, a freshman from Scenery Hill, said the 

Theta Xi fraternity, which was the focus of one of the raids, is 

one of the more responsible fraternities on campus. 

Devin Phillis, of Beaver Falls, called the borough's actions 

warranted. 

"I'm not saying it's out of hand, but it started to get there," 

said Phillis, a sophomore. 

Many students view drinking as a part of college life. But 

they say responsibility goes with it. 

"The general consensus of the students is because it's a 

college, it's a party climate," Phillis said. 

Senior Dave McVicker lives off campus, but the 

Monongahela resident usually stays after school at least once a 

week to socialize. 

"Everyone wants to blow off steam, but you just have to be 

smart about it," McVicker said. 

"And at least 75 to 100 people were not being smart about it," 

junior Colin Knox said of those arrested over the weekend. 

Eckels said adults set an example for youths that drinking in 

social circles is OK. 

"I don't think partying is out of hand," Haney said. "It's a 

normal college town. You can't go into a college town and think 

people are not drinking, but to make 100 arrestsÉ ." 

Sophomore Mollie Brown added, "Maybe taking back the 

town was good, but I'm not sure it was directed properly." 

McVicker said he considers himself to be a nontraditional 

student because at 27, he is a few years older than his peers. 

"I think if a campus has a policy of no alcohol, then there 

should be no alcohol," McVicker said. "But maybe if the students 

are being responsible, I could understand maybe why they are 

drinking." 

Phillis suggested the students' attitude toward drinking 

depends on college location more than student population. 

Phillis said the shooting incidents are a sign of the times. 

"I'm not really worried about it," Phillis said. "Unfortunately, 

that's today's world, and that stuff happened off campus." 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/valleyindependent/news/s_7590

70.html 

 

11-09-27 Philly ‘Gun Court’ to be silenced 

A seven-year experiment with a specialized court for illegal 

gun possession in Philadelphia is going to end, a victim of 

shrinking resources. 

Whether "Gun Court" successfully prevented more serious 

crimes is unknown. 

Established in 2005 in reaction to the high number of 

firearms violations and the 2004 death of 10-year-old Faheem 

Thomas-Childs in a cross fire outside his school in North 

Philadelphia, no comprehensive study has been done to measure 

the court's long-term effectiveness. 

An estimated 800 defendants were handled annually. 

The court was assigned 20 probation officers who provided 

intensive supervision of offenders, typically facing a charge of 

illegal possession of a gun, often in connection with a secondary, 

nonviolent offense. 

"The decision was made that those funds were needed 

elsewhere, so I could no longer afford to have those 20 probation 

officers solely supervising that small population" in Gun Court, 

said Common Pleas Court Judge D. Webster Keogh, 

administrative judge of the trial division. 

The 20 Gun Court probation officers will be reassigned to 

regular duties in the severely depleted probation ranks, helping to 

fill 56 vacancies, Keogh said. The court's closing, at the end of 

this year, was first reported by the Legal Intelligencer. 

Keogh said the decision was forced by the elimination of a 

$1.3 million state grant used to pay the cost of the probation 

officers. While some money was returned in general court funds, 

the net reduction was about $930,000, according to the state. 

The enhanced probationary conditions included weekly 

contact with a probation officer, home visits, increased random 

drug tests, community service, and counseling. 

"It can't be a negative thing to have extra restrictions and 

supervision, and that's going to be lost," said First Assistant 

District Attorney Ed McCann, "but we are all doing the same or 

greater work with less resources." 

There are no available data on whether the court was 

successful in preventing future gun crimes by the defendants, 

officials said. 

The one study of Gun Court, an analysis by court-system 

researcher Ellen Kurtz, looked at its first year of operation and 

found that convictions modestly increased, driven by more guilty 

pleas. 

An Inquirer analysis of all gun-possession cases brought in 

2006 and 2007 found that 56 percent ended in conviction. More 

recent data are not available. 

James Koval, a spokesman for the state court system, said the 

Supreme Court and Gov. Corbett agreed this year to take about 

$3.1 million in special grants to Philadelphia and Pittsburgh and 

add it to the statewide judicial budget. 

That increased the amount of money to other counties, but 

meant a cut in Philadelphia. 

Also eliminated in the budget that took effect in July was a 

$218,000 grant for a domestic-violence program. 

Community Court, which handled minor nonviolent and 

quality-of-life cases in Center City, was closed this week. Such 

cases are now being handled by a special program in Municipal 

Court for misdemeanors. It is in place citywide. 

http://articles.philly.com/2011-09-

27/news/30208655_1_probation-officers-specialized-court-keogh 

 

11-09-25 No room for even the smallest lie when purchasing a 

firearm 

Read with interest a recently published article relating to the 

completion of a 4473 paper when purchasing a firearm. 

I am very familiar with this process, having performed the 

necessary paperwork on both sides of the counter. This is one 

place where a person had better not lie. 

That was stressed in the article, but in all walks of life, there 

are those who are reluctant to tell the truth. 

I am sure there are job applications everywhere that contain a 

few white lies. But, unlike a job application, lying on a 4473 

form when purchasing a firearm is a federal crime. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/valleyindependent/news/s_759070.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/valleyindependent/news/s_759070.html
http://articles.philly.com/2011-09-27/news/30208655_1_probation-officers-specialized-court-keogh
http://articles.philly.com/2011-09-27/news/30208655_1_probation-officers-specialized-court-keogh
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Salesmen are surprised sometimes when the application goes 

through without a hitch, and they are equally surprised when 

others are turned down. 

I once sold a firearm to a gentleman only to have the sale 

denied by the State Police. I knew this individual and was 

surprised. When he asked me why it was denied, I told him I 

didn't know, and it was none of my business. 

I also told him that if he had never committed a felony or 

other such act, he should not ignore his denied application. Too 

often, an innocent person is afraid to appeal. 

Later, the same man showed up at the store to thank me. It 

seems he had followed my advice and found that someone in 

Philadelphia was using his social security number and had 

committed more than one felony. If he had not appealed, he 

would not have found out about the situation. 

Another time, an innocent-looking young lady came to the 

store to buy her husband a Christmas present. I knew her 

husband quite well, and she held an important position where she 

worked. 

She was turned down, and I must add emphatically denied, a 

firearm purchase. She became angry with me when I told her, but 

I could see in her eyes that she knew the reason she was not 

permitted to purchase a firearm. 

What are the primary reasons for a denial? 

As I said before, it's none of the salesman's business, but 

sometimes a customer will relate his mistake or illegal deed. 

When I worked in the business, we seldom ran into murderers 

or thieves. Many times, the mistake was something the would-be 

buyer did long ago when they were younger. Those early 

mistakes stay with you a long time. 

Perhaps the most common thing is a DUI offense. If you have 

three convictions, you can't purchase a firearm. 

Another common cause is someone who had a PFA issued 

against them. 

This is one area where a person is guilty until proven 

innocent. I don't mean to trivialize the importance of protecting 

people in abusive relationships, but common sense tells me that 

there are instances when a person who has a PFA issued against 

them is found to be innocent when finally brought before a judge. 

Another cause for rejection is fighting. Many people have 

been denied the purchase of a firearm because of an arrest for 

assault in their background. It doesn't matter if you were a young 

college student and someone insulted your school and all heck 

broke out. You were the one caught by the police. No guns for 

you. 

One doesn't have to be brilliant to realize that guns and 

fighting don't mix. I used to tell students in firearms safety 

classes that if they are carrying a gun, don't fight any more. Too 

many bad things can happen. 

You can shoot someone or can have your weapon taken off 

you and used against you. If you feel like you have to protect 

your honor, leave your gun at home. 

Filling out a 4473 form used to be simple. Now, you had 

better read it carefully. If you have a middle name, you had better 

write it out in its entirety. Initials won't work. 

It also is easy to forget the place on the back where you must 

sign your name twice within inches of each signature. They want 

to be double sure you can write. 

One thing that has always bothered me about the form, 

regardless of whether I've been a buyer or seller, is that I thought 

it was illegal to inquire about mental history. 

Yet there is a question on the form about the buyer's mental 

background. Everyone is a bit out of plumb, and only the sanest 

among us will admit it. 

It all comes back to one thing, who can create more 

paperwork than a government agency? 

George H. Block writes a Sunday Outdoors column for the 

Observer-Reporter. 

http://www.observer-reporter.com/or/story11/09-24-2011-Block-

column 

 

11-09-24 Canada Ponoka cattle auctioneer relieved after 

charges laid in abduction 

A cattle auctioneer abducted at gunpoint from his rural 

property last week says he doesn't know his alleged assailant, the 

Ponoka man who turned himself over to RCMP on Thursday.  

"I don't know him or know of him," said 55-year-old Blair 

Vold. "But I believe he did know me."  

Vold, owner of Vold, Jones and Vold Auction Co. in Ponoka, 

was abducted from his home near Ponoka the morning of Sept. 

15.  

He had stopped his truck to move a tree and some barbed 

wire that were strewn across his driveway.  

Vold told The Journal last week that a masked man came out 

of the woods with a handgun drawn. He bound Vold's hands, put 

a black hood over his head and demanded $300,000 in cash. 

Vold escaped when his abductor went into a bank in Lacombe to 

attempt to get money using Vold's credit card.  

RCMP Staff Sgt. Cameron Chisholm says investigators 

received information about the suspect after releasing clear 

security photos showing a man using a CIBC bank machine. 

Investigators then contacted the suspect by phone, and were able 

to convince him to drive to the detachment and turn himself over 

to police.  

"He drove several hours under the instruction of our 

members," Chisholm said, adding that an officer continued 

speaking to the suspect on the phone as he drove to the 

community.  

Once at the detachment, he surrendered without incident. 

Given that a firearm was alleged to have been involved in the 

alleged incident, the surrender at the detachment seemed like the 

safest plan, Chisholm said.  

Vold praised the RCMP for their efforts in the case, and said 

the arrest has provided himself and his family with some 

comfort.  

"It's a relief. One part of the puzzle solved," he said. "We 

know he's caught and he's behind bars."  

Vold said he will be waiting to learn more about his alleged 

abductor.  

Larry Hugh McClelland, 49, faces a number of charges, 

including abduction, forcible confinement, threatening and 

extortion, and firearms offences. He is in custody and will appear 

in court Sept. 30 

http://www.edmontonjournal.com/news/Ponoka+cattle+auctione

er+relieved+after+charges+laid+abduction/5453812/story.html 

 

11-09-24 Braidwood's downfall surprises Eskimos 

Former Green and Gold lineman runs into trouble with law 

again 

The Edmonton Eskimos were surprised and saddened on 

Tuesday, having heard about the latest legal troubles of former 

teammate Adam Braidwood. 

http://www.observer-reporter.com/or/story11/09-24-2011-Block-column
http://www.observer-reporter.com/or/story11/09-24-2011-Block-column
http://www.edmontonjournal.com/news/Ponoka+cattle+auctioneer+relieved+after+charges+laid+abduction/5453812/story.html
http://www.edmontonjournal.com/news/Ponoka+cattle+auctioneer+relieved+after+charges+laid+abduction/5453812/story.html
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The five-year veteran defensive lineman with the Canadian 

Football League club was arrested on Sunday in connection with 

an apparent break-and-enter at a Port Coquitlam, B.C., home. A 

traffic officer working the Terry Fox Hometown Run had an 

allegedly gun-toting Braidwood confront him. 

Braidwood, 27, was arrested without incident and the gun 

was seized. He suffered an injury from a firearm being 

discharged inside the home in question, and was taken to hospital 

by ambulance. 

He is scheduled to appear in Port Coquitlam provincial court 

on Wednesday, where he'll face charges of possession and 

discharge of a firearm, as well as breach of recognizance. 

"It's tough to see a guy that you played with get into trouble 

like that," said Eskimos quarterback Ricky Ray. "I just hope the 

best for him. There's just not much to say about it. It's 

unfortunate and, hopefully, everything works out for him." 

Sunday's incident marked the third time in 10 months that 

Braidwood has been in trouble with the law. In November 2010, 

he was one of three people charged in the assault and kidnapping 

of a 20-year-old Stony Plain man. He was charged with 

aggravated assault and forcible confinement and faces a 

maximum of 10 years in prison. 

In December, an incident in a home near 118th Avenue and 

87th Street led to a string of new charges for Braidwood. Those 

included assault, threats to cause death or bodily harm, two 

charges of unauthorized possession of a prohibited weapon, 

possession of a loaded or prohibited firearm, two charges of 

careless storage of a firearm, careless use of a firearm and two 

breaches of recognizance. 

After the case was turned over to the domestic offender crime 

section, which investigates violence between people in a current 

or former intimate relationship, Braidwood had two charges of 

sexual assault and a count of possession of a handgun with a 

defaced serial number added on. 

Eskimos running back Calvin McCarty grew up living 12 

blocks away from Braidwood in Delta, B.C., and said he's known 

Braidwood for more than 10 years. 

"We worked out together, even back in high school," he said. 

"I've known him, obviously followed him, and watched him 

(play college football) in the States. He's a pretty good buddy of 

mine." 

Ever y misguided step that Braidwood has taken in the last 

year has been a surprise to McCarty. 

"I mean it's surprising, you know. Even the first incident, it's 

tough to hear that. He had the potential to be a great player and 

do great things. It's sad to see it go to the wayside like it has and 

to know he had that potential, being a former No. 1 pick and 

even playing as a true freshman at Washington State, that's big-

time stuff. 

"It's unfortunate for him that all that stuff has happened, but I 

wish him the best and I hope he works it out and gets it together." 

For all of the bad that's been tied to Braidwood's name in the 

last year, his former teammates only seemed to have good 

memories. Eskimos linebacker Greg Peach roomed with 

Braidwood at training camp last year. 

"He sat right here," Peach said, motioning toward 

Braidwood's locker stall. "I played with him for two years, I hung 

out with him and he's a good guy. A few bad things have 

happened to him and I don't want to get too far into what he does 

off the field. It's just unfortunate. I feel bad for him, really. It 

sucks." 

Braidwood was the first overall selection in the 2006 

Canadian college draft and was the Eskimos' nominee for 

outstanding rookie that season. 

"He was a good teammate," Ray said. "I got along with him 

very well and I think pretty much everyone in this locker-room 

did as well. 

"He had one of those personalities in the locker-room that 

everyone liked. He always joked around, he was in a good mood. 

That's just unfortunate that things went down the way they did 

for him." 

http://www.edmontonjournal.com/sports/Braidwood+downfall+s

urprises+Esks/5434051/story.html 

 

11-09-21 Mexican Officials Furious Over ATF Gunrunning 

High-ranking officials across Mexico including the Attorney 

General are reportedly demanding answers from the U.S. 

government about its secret program that sent high-powered 

weaponry across the border to drug cartels, saying the Obama 

administration‘s explanations so far are inadequate. The Mexican 

public is outraged as well. 

Hundreds of Mexicans including law-enforcement officers 

have been murdered with guns traced back to the operation, 

which was handled by the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 

Firearms and Explosives (still known as ATF). ―Project 

Gunrunner‖ weapons were also involved in the deaths of at least 

a few American agents including Border Patrol officer Brian 

Terry. 

Under ―Operation Fast and Furious,‖ the Obama 

administration was deliberately providing sophisticated and 

powerful weapons to violent Mexican drug cartels — often using 

taxpayer money. He was simultaneously campaigning for stricter 

U.S. gun control by citing violence in Mexico. 

The U.S. Congress was kept largely in the dark about the scheme 

until whistleblowers within the ATF started coming forward. 

And according to officials south of the border, the Mexican 

government was not informed of the scheme either. 

"At no time did we know or were we made aware that there 

might have been arms trafficking permitted,‖ Mexican Attorney 

General Marisela Morales told the Los Angeles Times in a recent 

interview. "In no way would we have allowed it, because it is an 

attack on the safety of Mexicans." 

Morales apparently found out about the deadly U.S. program 

by reading news reports. And she says Mexico still has not 

received an explanation from American officials — let alone an 

apology. 

While reluctant to speak out before the results of pending 

American investigations, the chief Mexican law enforcement 

officer told the Times that purposefully allowing guns into the 

hands of Mexican cartels would be a ―betrayal‖ of her country. 

And according to Congressmen probing the gunrunning scheme 

such as Sen. Charles Grassley (R-Iowa) and Rep. Darrell Issa (R-

Calif.), that is exactly what happened.  

―The ATF is supposed to stop criminals from trafficking guns 

to Mexican drug cartels, [but] was actually making that 

trafficking of arms easier for them,‖ said Sen. Grassley on the 

Senate floor earlier this year. ―The government actually 

encouraged gun dealers to sell multiple firearms to known and 

suspected traffickers.‖ 

It later emerged that taxpayers were even financing at least 

some of the weapons, and that U.S. Attorney General Eric 

Holder was lying when he claimed not to know about the 

http://www.edmontonjournal.com/sports/Braidwood+downfall+surprises+Esks/5434051/story.html
http://www.edmontonjournal.com/sports/Braidwood+downfall+surprises+Esks/5434051/story.html
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program. In fact, he had boasted about it by name before the 

scandal exploded. 

This month it was also revealed that the White House had 

also been briefed about the program on multiple occasions. 

Several high-ranking officials have already resigned, but activists 

are still hoping that a special prosecutor will hold senior officials 

accountable in a court of law. 

In addition to Mexico‘s Attorney General and numerous 

federal representatives, another outraged Mexican prosecutor 

who spoke to the Times takes the issue personally. Patricia 

Gonzalez, the former chief prosecutor for the Mexican state of 

Chihuahua, blames the Obama administration‘s weapons 

trafficking for the brutal slaying of her brother. 

In 2010, Mario Gonzalez was tortured and executed by a 

cartel hit man who forced him to ―confess‖ on video that his 

sister was being paid off by criminals. The killer‘s arsenal 

included AK-47s provided by the U.S. government. 

The officials who approved Fast and Furious ―caused the 

death of my brother and surely thousands more victims," said 

Gonzalez, the ex-prosecutor for Chihuahua. Despite her close ties 

to U.S. officials, she also found out about the link between her 

brother‘s murder and the ATF scheme from media reports. 

Widespread corruption is the official reason cited for keeping 

the Mexican government out of the loop about Fast and Furious. 

The administration‘s justification for supplying the cartels with 

high-powered weapons was — supposedly — to trace them to 

drug kingpins later. 

But analysts said the excuse was absurd for several reasons. 

More likely, according to critics, is that the Obama 

administration was using the gun trafficking program as part of 

its anti-Second Amendment campaign to further restrict the 

rights of law abiding Americans. 

And if that was indeed the goal, the program can be called a 

success. In July, for example, Obama used an executive order to 

unconstitutionally sidestep Congress and impose more gun 

control — also in violation of the Constitution. 

Recent reports have also suggested an even more sinister 

scenario: The Central Intelligence Agency played a key role in 

arming the cartels for geopolitical purposes. Other evidence, 

according to analysts, indicates that the CIA might have even 

allowed drug shipments into the country in collaboration with 

other federal agencies. 

Several drug kingpins also alleged in recent months that the 

U.S. government was supplying the cartels‘ guns while allowing 

narcotics to be shipped across the border. So far the Justice 

Department has denied some of those claims, but not all. 

More than 40,000 Mexicans have died in the last few years as 

a result of the war on drugs. But as fury over the Obama 

administration‘s gunrunning scandal continues to grow on both 

sides of the border, critics say it is time to get to the bottom of 

the U.S. government‘s role in the bloodshed. 

http://thenewamerican.com/world-mainmenu-26/north-america-

mainmenu-36/9064-mexican-officials-furious-over-atf-

gunrunning 

 

11-09-21 'Fast and Furious' investigated for violating 

international law 

'This administration seems to obviously encourage trafficking 

of weapons' 

Rep. Darrell Issa, R-Calif., says the Obama administration's 

Fast and Furious gun trafficking operation could have violated 

international arms trafficking agreements and that criminal 

charges are a possibility.  

Answering a question from firearms and Second Amendment 

analyst David Codrea during a conference call, Issa said his 

House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is 

investigating both issues.  

"Understand, it's hard to get the Justice Department to 

prosecute the Justice Department, so we're not at the point where 

we get that kind of enforcement," Issa said.  

"This is part of where I think this administration has the most 

to learn. The Bush administration supported the Second 

Amendment strongly and supported strong prosecution of those 

who trafficked in weapons," Issa said.  

"But this administration seems to obviously encourage 

trafficking of weapons in the case of Fast and Furious and then 

it's been very reluctant to have any prosecution as we already 

have sworn testimony that this was a problem with the U. S. 

attorney. [He] never seemed to see a case that had enough 

evidence to prosecute," he said.  

Issa believes that on the issue of the weapon that is reported 

to have disappeared from the U.S. Border Agent Brian Terry 

murder scene, there could be a point when FBI Director Robert 

Mueller is forced to testify. 

―The weapon that disappeared from the scene says that 

people were panicking and that somebody probably did 

something wrong at the scene. But let's understand that there 

were a number of events like that and we do want to have the 

director and others answer it," Issa said. 

Certainly when Gabby Giffords was shot and a federal judge was 

assassinated, this is a time in which everybody down there on the 

inside was panicking that these could be Fast and Furious 

weapons," Issa said.  

"They should have asked ... why wasn't this program reversed 

sooner? We don't have answers for that," he added..  

"You're a little incredulous to believe that so many people at 

the top didn't, shouldn't have known, that they didn't know, was it 

more than an accident," Issa said. "Had they said, 'Please don't 

read me into the program'? To get that you have to go up through 

everybody who was read into the program to find out at what 

point it stopped and why." 

With reports of guns being smuggled to Central America and 

the DEA admitting a role in the operation, there are concerns that 

Fast and Furious is merely a fragment of a wider operation.  

That's a question Issa is taking seriously.  

"We‘re following every lead. … Just as Solyndra isn't about 

one loan, this is not about one sale or one group of sales," Issa 

explained.  

"It's about a pattern of indifference towards the rules that 

have been established on how you view operations that include 

deadly weapons," he said..  

"Every single agent we've ever talked to has said you don't let 

guns walk. In this case, that administration took an active hand in 

deliberately letting guns walk, so you're (to Firearms and 

National Security writer Mike Vanderboegh) absolutely right. 

We're looking and saying, 'Who are the management?' Who are 

the higher ups that did this?'" Issa added.  

Issa turned his attention to former Acting ATF Director Ken 

Melson.  

"Ken Melson has certainly been complicit, but complicit 

without a lot of knowledge... When he knew it all he said it made 

him sick to his stomach," Issa said.  

http://thenewamerican.com/world-mainmenu-26/north-america-mainmenu-36/9064-mexican-officials-furious-over-atf-gunrunning
http://thenewamerican.com/world-mainmenu-26/north-america-mainmenu-36/9064-mexican-officials-furious-over-atf-gunrunning
http://thenewamerican.com/world-mainmenu-26/north-america-mainmenu-36/9064-mexican-officials-furious-over-atf-gunrunning
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"Having him under oath, we're now going through and 

finding equivalent people to say, 'You started this, how is it that 

you didn't know enough to stop it. And if you did know enough, 

why didn't you stop it?'" he said.  

Issa admits that neither he nor his committee has authority 

beyond issuing subpoenas. However, he says that a special 

prosecutor has broader authority to act, a development he 

supports.  

"I would like to see that. We were very happy to see the U. S. 

attorney's office in Phoenix relieved of these prosecutions so that 

we can have somebody not tarnished by actually creating the 

problem they're charged with prosecuting," Issa explained.  

"Yes, we would like to have a true special prosecutor on this, 

particularly when it's obvious that if [Attorney General] Eric 

Holder didn't know, it's obvious that he didn't want to know or 

because he wasn't doing his job. That creates a clear pattern of 

we'd like to know who did know and why they didn't brief the 

attorney general," Issa stated.  

Issa said he would like to wrap up the investigation by the 

end of the year, but if legislation is required, the process may 

take longer.  

He added that cooperation from the White House would help.  

Issa and Senate Judiciary Committee Ranking Member 

Charles Grassley asked the White House to formally turn over 

"all records" relating to three White House officials.  

Issa said the cooperation isn't there.  

"We're still anticipating that, but because we know that there 

was correspondence that led to additional talk, we want to have a 

full understanding of what was told and what wasn't told," Issa 

explained.  

"We're much more interested in just getting an honest answer 

than trying to make a point that there was some kind of 

communication that should have caused this plan to be shortcut 

by the White House," he said.  

"To a certain extent we want to be reasonable as long as we 

get answers. If we don't get them (answers), then we have to go 

through each individual under oath, and I think the White House 

understands that. So, we're expecting this week to be the week 

we get answers or go to the next level," Issa added.  

Issa said that at present, there is no evidence that former U. S. 

Attorney for Arizona Dennis Burke ever briefed Homeland 

Security Secretary Janet Napolitano.  

"Janet Napolitano admits that once Brian Terry was killed, 

she was read in. Now we're trying to figure out who before that 

in her department knew," Issa said.  

Issa said Napolitano has some issues of her own.  

"It's one of the interesting things about the secretary is that 

she seems to know everything and be running everything unless 

something goes wrong. It's been one of our problems as you 

know that she's been investigated for her key political 

appointees," Issa stated.  

"This is an organization where 'Freedom of Information' is an 

oxymoron," Issa observed.  

Issa also agreed with one of the questioners that Fast and 

Furious made no sense as a law enforcement operation. 

However, he's hesitant to say that there were other motives 

behind the operation.  

"The conspiracy floated out there constantly is that this was a 

back door way to get an assault weapons ban back in place. 

Here's what seems to be easy to understand," Issa explained.  

"That administration wanted to show that guns in Mexico 

predominantly came from the U.S. My problem is that whether 

under the conspiracy or simply wanting to show that they 

couldn't get the same information by simply cooperating with the 

Mexican government," Issa added. "Show us the serial numbers, 

we'll count off how many came from the U. S. versus how many 

didn't."  

Issa has not set a date for the next set of Fast and Furious 

hearings 

http://www.wnd.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=34714
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11-09-20 Whistleblower reveal tight-knit relationship 

between U.S. official and drug cartels 

The relationship between the global drug trade and the 

government of the United States of America is a long, 

complicated and irrefutable one. Some of the most infamous 

dealings that have come to light have involved the Central 

Intelligence Agency (CIA) and various drug trafficking rings 

throughout the world. 

However, it now appears that the CIA involvement in drug 

trafficking is just one aspect of an incredibly close relationship 

between so-called authorities in America and the drug cartels 

they pretend to fight. 

Two former law enforcement officials and confidential 

informants for the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) have 

now revealed that drug cartels have ties to elected officials, high-

level police and even judges. 

Even more disturbing, these men said that drugs are dropped 

by small planes on properties along the border between the 

United States and Mexico which are then escorted to their next 

stop by U.S law enforcement 

One of the whistleblowers has said that he was asked by the 

FBI to accept drug shipments coming from Mexico through his 

ranching company. 

What do these two brave whistleblowers get in return? 

Termination of their position as informants, death threats and 

FBI-issued memos designed to keep other agencies from 

investigating their allegations. 

One of these men is a retired sheriff‘s deputy, Greg Gonzales, 

and the other is a former livestock investigator for New Mexico, 

Wesley Dutton. 

During their 18-months as confidential informants for the 

FBI, they assisted in several investigations which included an 

inquiry that led to the arrest of FBI Special Agent John Shipley 

for selling guns to drug cartels. 

This arrest resulted in a mere two year sentence to be served 

in federal prison, even though he helped narcotraffickers acquire 

arms that included a .50 caliber sniper rifle, an incredibly 

devastating weapon. 

The short sentence looks even more ridiculous when one 

considers that federal agents recovered 17 firearms including two 

.50 caliber Barrett rifles; various ammunition including over 

2,800 .50 caliber rounds; one silencer; and $7,340 in cash when 

they executed a search warrant at Shipley‘s home in 2008. 

Shipley actually had posted advertisements for firearms 

online over 200 times, and purchased no less than 54 and sold no 

less than 51 weapons for over $100,000. 

Unfortunately, John Shipley, who I believe should have been 

treated more harshly by federal authorities, was not just one bad 

egg among a totally upright law enforcement community. In fact, 

http://www.wnd.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=347141
http://www.wnd.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=347141
http://www.fbi.gov/elpaso/press-releases/2010/ep082410.htm
http://www.fbi.gov/elpaso/press-releases/2010/ep082410.htm
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Dutton and Gonzales have alleged that with their help the FBI 

dredged up some ―big names‖ during one investigation which 

was then mysteriously dropped without any follow-up. 

Even more mysterious (and what I consider a strong 

indication of guilt or at least willful ignorance on the part of the 

El Paso FBI) is that both men were dropped from their positions 

as confidential informants after the drug investigations they 

participated in turned up the ―big names‖ of Americans. 

Furthermore, they allege that these vicious drug cartels hold 

fundraisers and parties which are attended by ―bankers, judges, 

and law enforcement officers‖ who very likely knew who they 

were involved with. 

Gonzales and Dutton said that these cartels have gained large 

amounts of influence over these officials and even go as far to 

make large campaign contributions in order to keep their cronies 

in power. 

Both of the men say that they have not been able to get 

anyone to actually follow through and investigate their 

allegations, which is a strong indication that there are some 

questionable dealings going on behind the scenes. 

These individuals have absolutely nothing to gain by coming 

out with these accusations; in fact, Gonzales lost his job for a 

security firm at a federal courthouse and even had someone 

threaten him ―by holding a knife to [his] throat‖. 

Dutton told the El Paso Times that an elected official paid 

him a visit during which he inquired as to what it would take for 

Dutton to retract his allegations. 

Dutton also relayed that an FBI official issued a memo to 

other law enforcement agencies instructing them to stay away 

from both Gonzales and Dutton. 

If the allegations made by these two men were hollow, why 

would they not only drop them as informants but then instruct 

other law enforcement agencies to steer clear of them? 

Why would they not investigate Dutton‘s allegations of 

―campaign fundraisers and parties in La Union that the [Juarez] 

cartel held for officials from New Mexico and El Paso‖? 

Why would they not look in to Gonzales‘ claim that an 

American law enforcement officer sold a list of U.S. Marshals 

and their telephone numbers to a street gang tied to the same 

Juarez drug cartel? 

If this allegation is true, ―the gang was able to ‗clone‘ the 

agents‘ cell phones and intercept their calls. That way, they 

would know when one of the agents was trying to serve an arrest 

warrant against one of their members‖ according to Gonzales. 

This is not the only high-tech trick of the sleeves of these 

drug cartels, according to Dutton and Gonzales. 

They said that cartels have also been able to get a hold of 

access codes to computers running American surveillance 

systems of the border. This allows the cartels to see where and 

when the Border Patrol agents are monitoring the border in order 

to safely move guns, drugs, people, and money across the border. 

Dutton issued many of these allegations in a letter directly to 

current Texas Governor and Presidential hopeful Rick Perry. 

A spokesman for Perry‘s office said that they ―received the 

letter and referred it to the appropriate agency, which was the 

Department of Public Safety‖. 

The director of the Texas Department of Public Safety, 

Steven McCraw (who also just happens to be a former FBI agent 

from the El Paso office) at first said that he was interested in 

speaking with Dutton. 

Only one half-hour later, McCraw suddenly changed his 

mind completely and said that Dutton had no credibility. 

McCraw likely had missed the memo telling law enforcement 

to ignore their allegations when he made the first statement last 

Friday. 

McCraw said that the Department of Public Safety ―looked 

into and there was nothing there,‖ which is pretty incredible 

given they had a half an hour to conduct a full-scale investigation 

into a plethora of allegations. 

Dutton revealed that the Department of Public Safety‘s 

version of investigation includes ignoring 18 months‘ worth of 

telephone records, documents, and videos that substantiate his 

allegations. 

Dutton has revealed that the FBI participated directly in drug 

trafficking much like the CIA has for decades. 

Dutton reports that, ―The drugs were concealed in horse 

saddles, and we started getting a lot of them. But the FBI kept 

putting me off when I asked for the money to pay the cartels for 

the drugs. I had to use my own funds. The FBI still owes me 

thousands of dollars for these out-of-pocket expenses.‖ 

He further reveals that he ―asked the FBI for help when I 

started getting threats, but the only thing that happened is that 

everyone starting running for cover to protect their careers. One 

of the FBI agents said politics got in the way, and that they had 

to close out the investigation and end their relationship with me.‖ 

I find it pretty disturbing that politics could get in the way of 

uncovering strong ties between our government and some of the 

most violent criminal organizations on Earth. 

Then again, as Dutton and Gonzales have revealed, it is a lot 

more than just politics that is stopping the investigations, it is the 

fact that the cartels are now so interwoven with the authorities 

that they are nearly one and the same. 

On top of using horse saddles to move drugs at the behest of 

the FBI, Dutton alleges that cattle shipments across the U.S.-

Mexico border are utilized for drug trafficking purposes. 

Unfortunately, it now appears that the Juarez drug cartel is 

not the only one that enjoys a special status within the United 

States thanks to their relationship with so-called law 

enforcement. 

Dutton also alleges that informants made him aware of the 

wife of a high-level Zetas cartel member who holds a position in 

the Doña Ana County District Attorney‘s Office. 

The web of collusion with drug cartels does not stop there; 

indeed it spreads to such behemoth proportions that it is almost 

like something out of an over-the-top Hollywood film. 

This web includes an El Paso doctor who issues drug 

prescriptions to help guilty individuals game lie detector tests. It 

is worthwhile to note that lie detector tests are usually 

inadmissible in a court of law, so one could draw the conclusion 

that these individuals receiving prescription drugs were likely 

law enforcement officers who receive in-house lie detector tests. 

Due to the blatantly deliberate move to avoid investigating 

any of Dutton and Gonzales‘ many allegations and the death 

threats they have received, the two whistleblowers have turned to 

Judicial Watch and U.S. lawmakers for assistance. 

The research director for Judicial Watch, Chris Farrell 

commented that, ―These are very serious allegations that should 

be investigated by law enforcement. There are too many details 

and specifics to just ignore them. The threats against them 

(Dutton and Gonzales) also should be investigated.‖ 

Unfortunately Judicial Watch is simply a ―nonpartisan 
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educational foundation in Washington, D.C‖ and not law 

enforcement. 

A few pressing questions remain: will these allegations be 

investigated properly or will they be swept under the rug like the 

FBI and Department of Public Services have both attempted to 

do? 

How high do the links go in government and law enforcement? 

Will an appeal to U.S. lawmakers make a bit of difference? 

How long will we continue to pretend that there is not a 

serious problem of corruption in our law enforcement? 

How long can all of America sit by while the so-called ―war 

on drugs‖ is used to rake in billions of dollars for bloodthirsty 

cartels and their allies in government and law enforcement? 

I, for one, refuse to go on pretending that the war on drugs is 

legitimate and furthermore I wholeheartedly reject the notion that 

it is working to do anything other than get a ton of innocent 

people killed while making truly objectionable elements of our 

society filthy rich. 

As Americans who are aware of what is going on, we have to 

do everything in our power to bring publicity to whistleblowers 

like these in order to uncover the truth and undermine the power 

enjoyed by these groups by tearing away the veil of secrecy they 

have enjoyed for far too long. 

http://www.activistpost.com/2011/09/whistleblowers-reveal-

tight-knit.html 

 

11-09-19 Secret recordings raise new questions in ATF 

'Gunwalker' operation 

WASHINGTON - CBS News has obtained secretly recorded 

conversations that raise questions as to whether some evidence is 

being withheld in the murder of a Border Patrol agent. 

The tapes were recorded approximately mid-March 2011 by 

the primary gun dealer cooperating with ATF in its "Fast and 

Furious" operation: Andre Howard, owner of Lone Wolf Trading 

Company in Glendale, Arizona. He's talking with the lead case 

ATF case agent Hope MacAllister.  

The tapes have been turned over to Congressional 

investigators and the Inspector General. 

As CBS News first reported last February, the Bureau of 

Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives allegedly allowed 

thousands of weapons to "walk" onto the streets without 

interdiction into the hands of suspected traffickers for Mexican 

drug cartels in its operation "Fast and Furious."  

The conversations refer to a third weapon recovered at the 

murder scene of Border Patrol Agent Brian Terry.  

Agent: I was ordered to let guns into Mexico  

Court records have previously only mentioned two weapons: 

Romanian WASR "AK-47 type" assault rifles. Both were 

allegedly sold to suspects who were under ATF's watch as part of 

Fast and Furious.  

Also, a ballistics report turned over to Congressional 

investigators only mentions the two WASR rifles. The ballistics 

report says it's inconclusive as to whether either of the WASR 

rifles fired the bullet that killed Terry. 

Law enforcement sources and others close to the 

Congressional investigation say the Justice Department's 

Inspector General obtained the audio tapes several months ago as 

part of its investigation into Fast and Furious.  

Then, the sources say for some reason the Inspector General 

passed the tapes along to the U.S. Attorney's Office in Arizona: a 

subject in the investigation. It's unclear why the Inspector 

General, who is supposed to investigate independently, would 

turn over evidence to an entity that is itself under investigation.  

A spokesman from the Office of the Inspector General today 

said, "The OIG officially provided the United States Attorney's 

Office with a copy of the recordings in question so that the 

USAO could consider them in connection with the government's 

disclosure obligations in the pending criminal prosecutions of the 

gun traffickers. Prior to receiving the tapes, the OIG made clear 

that we would have to provide a copy of the recordings to the 

United States Attorney's Office because they would need to 

review them to satisfy any legal disclosure obligations." 

In the audiotapes, ATF Agent MacAllister tells Howard that a 

third weapon recovered at the Brian Terry murder scene last 

December is an SKS assault rifle. Agent MacAllister claims to 

know that the SKS "had nothing to do with" the Brian Terry 

murder and, unlike the WASR's, did not trace back to the Lone 

Wolf gun store.  

It's unclear why a weapon would be, in essence, missing from 

the evidence disclosed at the crime scene under FBI jurisdiction.  

Agent MacAllister and Howard (the gun dealer) also discuss 

various Republicans and Democrats in Congress who are 

investigating Fast and Furious. They express concern that 

whistleblower ATF special agent John Dodson has further 

evidence that could be damaging to the government. 

Transcript of the audio below:  

Agent: Well there was two.  

Dealer: There's three weapons. 

Agent: There's three weapons. 

Dealer: I know that. 

Agent: And yes, there's serial numbers for all three. 

Dealer: That's correct. 

Agent: Two of them came from this store. 

Dealer: I understand that. 

Agent: There's an SKS that I don't think came from.... Dallas 

or Texas or something like that. 

Dealer: I know. talking about the AK's 

Agent: The two AK's came from this store. 

Dealer: I know that. 

Agent: Ok. 

Dealer: I did the Goddamned trace 

Agent: Third weapon is the SKS has nothing to do with it. 

Dealer: That didn't come from me. 

Agent: No and there is that's my knowledge. and I spoke to 

someone who would know those are the only ones they have. So 

this is the agent who's working the case, all I can go by is what 

she told me 

http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-31727_162-20108240-

10391695.html 

 

11-09-18 Canada Long-gun registry on the block 

OTTAWA - The government has long set its sights on 

scrapping the long-gun registry - a political hot potato that has 

pitted cities concerned about gun violence against rural areas 

dependent on hunting and farming. 

Attempts to kill the registry have failed because of successive 

minority governments, but now that the Conservatives have a 

majority the life expectancy of the registry will be short. 

The government wants to exempt hunting rifles and shotguns 

from the registry. Restricted weapons such as handguns would 

remain while sniper rifles, submachine-guns and military assault 

rifles would continue to be prohibited. 

http://www.activistpost.com/2011/09/whistleblowers-reveal-tight-knit.html
http://www.activistpost.com/2011/09/whistleblowers-reveal-tight-knit.html
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-31727_162-20108240-10391695.html
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-31727_162-20108240-10391695.html


 

 
Page 47 

Costs to implement the registry have surpassed $2 billion 

since it was introduced by the Liberals in 1995 at a projected cost 

of $120 million. 

Provincial support for gun control is strongest in Quebec - a 

province that has mused in recent days about setting up its own 

registry if the federal one is scrapped. 

http://www.winnipegsun.com/2011/09/18/long-gun-registry-on-

the-block 

 

11-09-18 Pennsylvania's Department of State denies inmate's 

request for a copy of the state constitution 

The state constitution. 

There‘s nothing secret about it. 

It lives and breathes through our state laws. Elected state 

officials swear to uphold it. And schoolchildren learn that it 

provides the framework of their state government. 

It should be readily available to anyone who wants it, right? 

That‘s probably what Michael Baynard thought when he 

requested a copy of it from the Pennsylvania Department of State 

through the state‘s Right to Know Law.  

Instead, the 37-year-old prison inmate was told he couldn‘t 

have it. 

Baynard, who is serving time at the State Correctional 

Institution at Coal Township for sex offenses, appealed to the 

state‘s Office of Open Records. On Sept. 7, the Open Records 

Office ordered the State Department to send him a copy of the 

constitution. 

When that appeal arrived at the Open Records Office, its 

executive director, Terry Mutchler, said she thought it was some 

kind of high jinks. Then she realized it was for real. 

―It almost leaves me speechless,‖ Mutchler said. ―It 

encapsulates some of the derision that folks have for us in 

government because a copy of the constitution is clearly a public 

record.‖ 

The Department of State argued that the constitution doesn‘t 

qualify as a record that falls under its purview since it is not a 

record that the department made as a result of an action it took, 

spokesman Ron Ruman said. 

In defending its decision to the Open Records Office, the 

department also claimed it assigns act numbers to records and the 

request for the constitution failed to cite an act number and year.  

But there is only one state constitution. 

Mutchler said she couldn‘t imagine a state agency not 

providing it. 

―Unfortunately, when you get a request like this, it gets right 

to the gut of what open government is about, and it doesn‘t bode 

well for any of us in government when we see a situation like 

this when there‘s a denial of a copy of the constitution,‖ 

Mutchler said. 

The State Department has decided not to appeal the Open 

Records Office decision, although the department‘s staff counsel 

stands by the initial denial as correct and appropriate, Ruman 

said.  

―We don‘t feel it‘s appropriate to expend the resources and such 

to appeal it, so we will provide Mr. Baynard a copy of the 

constitution,‖ Ruman said Sen. Mike Folmer, R-Lebanon 

County, was dumbfounded upon learning of the matter. 

Folmer carries around a pocket-sized version of the 

constitution wherever he goes. The more he thought about the 

situation, he grew increasingly angry that a state agency would 

deny the request, even if it came from a prisoner. 

―He should still be able to get a copy of constitution 

regardless of what he‘s in for,‖ Folmer said. ―It never ceases to 

amaze me the asinine things we do in government. ... It‘s the 

most open record there is.‖ 

Barry Kauffman, executive director of Common Cause 

Pennsylvania, called the State Department‘s denial ―just plain 

silly.‖ 

―The amount of time they spent reviewing the request, 

making a decision about it, denying it and then having to deal 

with the Office of Open Records probably cost a couple hundred 

dollars in staff time. Where they could have just gone to the 

photocopier, copied the constitution and mailed it to the guy for 

10 bucks,‖ he said.  

Or he suggested they could have advised him that the state 

constitution can be found in the Pennsylvania Manual, which a 

Department of Corrections spokeswoman said is in state prison 

library collections. 

Kauffman said, ―I would hope people, in implementing the 

open-records law, would use some common sense.‖ 

Ruman said any future Right to Know requests to the 

department for the state constitution will be handled on a case-

by-case basis. 

http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2011/09/pennsylvan

ias_office_of_open_r.html 

 

11-09-18 Canada Right to self-defence under assault 

Citizens treated like felons for taking up weapons against 

criminals 

Over the past half century, the right of citizens in Western 

countries to defend themselves has eroded. 

This is partly due to neglect. As our societies have urbanized, 

we have shown greater willingness to let professional police 

officers defend our loved ones, our property and ourselves. After 

all, more of us now live closer to police stations than our parents, 

or certainly our grandparents. 

But the erosion of our right to selfdefence has also been a 

deliberate initiative by governments. Increasingly, politicians, 

policy-makers, academics and police have come to think that 

citizens who take up weapons - firearms or otherwise - to defend 

themselves are as dangerous to social peace as criminals. 

Nowhere has this latter attack on self-defence been more 

obvious than in the case of British farmer Tony Martin. 

In 1999, Martin shot two burglars who had broken into his 

remote Norfolk farm in the middle of the night. He killed one 

and injured the other. 

Despite the fact Martin was afraid for his life and police were 

more than half an hour way, he was the one officers charged 

when they finally arrived at his home. 

In the end, Martin spent more time in prison than his 

surviving attacker. 

Not only that, the British government paid the cost of his 

attacker's lawyer so the attacker could sue Martin for the long-

term disabilities he claimed he suffered as a result of being shot. 

In Canada, we have several similar cases in which who is the 

victim and who the criminal has been turned upside down by 

police and Crown prosecutors. 

Last August, Ian Thomson of Port Colborne, Ont., awoke 

early one morning to find three men lobbing firebombs at his 

rural home while also shouting death threats at him. A trained 

firearms instructor, Thomson took a handgun he legally owned 

http://www.winnipegsun.com/2011/09/18/long-gun-registry-on-the-block
http://www.winnipegsun.com/2011/09/18/long-gun-registry-on-the-block
http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2011/09/pennsylvanias_office_of_open_r.html
http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2011/09/pennsylvanias_office_of_open_r.html
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from the storage safe where he kept it in his home and fired 

warning shots over the attackers' heads. 

When he reported the incident to police, they charged him 

with careless storage of a firearm and dangerous use. 

Eventually, charges against Thomson were dropped, but not 

until after much public pressure had been brought on prosecutors. 

Without public outrage, it is unlikely the Crown would have 

decided on its own to leave Thomson alone. 

In Alberta, we have the case of Joe Singleton, a Taber oilfield 

consultant who last May returned home with his wife to find a 

burglar had broken into their acreage. Singleton blocked the 

man's getaway car with his pickup. Then, as the thief repeated 

smashed his car into the homeowner's truck, Singleton took the 

nearest weapon he could find - a hatchet - and struck the man on 

the face with the flat side. 

Months later, without ever having interviewed him about the 

incident, police called Singleton down to their detachment to, he 

presumed, return objects taken from his home. 

Instead, based solely on the word of the burglar, police 

charged Singleton. 

This past June, prosecutors finally dropped the charges 

against Singleton, but not before they had pressured him into 

doing hours of community service to avoid going to trial. 

In effect, the Crown pressured Singleton into accepting a 

sentence similar to what he might have faced if found guilty. 

Lawrence Manzer, a formed soldier living in New Brunswick 

recently had charges against him dismissed. He had been facing 

charges for confronting intruders on his neighbour's property and 

scaring them off with an unloaded shotgun. 

Police and the Crown were unmoved by the fact the gun was 

unloaded. 

They were angered that Manzer had dared defend his 

neighbour himself rather than waiting for police. It took a judge 

to sort out correctly who was the criminal. 

Indeed, in Canada, judges are the best guardians of self-

defending citizens. 

Thursday, a three-judge panel of the Ontario Court of Appeal 

acquitted Steven Forde of a 2007 manslaughter conviction. In 

2006, Forde was confronted in his apartment by Clive McNabb. 

Both were drug dealers and Forde was living in a common-law 

relationship with McNabb's ex-wife. 

The two men had had violent encounters before. On June 13, 

2006, McNabb burst into Forde's Toronto apartment to collect a 

drug debt. He struck his ex-wife (Forde's commonlaw partner), 

then pulled a knife on Forde. Forde also drew a knife and stabbed 

McNabb, killing him. 

Granted, neither of these men is a sympathetic character. But 

the Ontario Court of Appeal found that whether or not you are a 

nice person, you have a right to defend yourself in your own 

home from someone you reasonably presume is out to harm you. 

At Forde's 2007 trial, the Crown had successfully argued that 

because there was a route out of his apartment that would have 

allowed Forde to escape without passing by McNabb directly, his 

use of deadly force was unwarranted. 

The appeal court judges said that nowhere in Canadian law is 

this requirement recognized. 

We may not like the fact that the right to self-defence has 

been upheld in the case of a drug dealer, but at least it has been 

upheld. 

http://www.edmontonjournal.com/opinion/Right+self+defence+u

nder+assault/5420519/story.html 

 

11-09-18 Legalizing Sunday hunting continues to be uphill 

battle 

It's a question of fairness. 

That's what supporters of a move to legalize Sunday hunting 

in Pennsylvania -- banned since 1873 -- said at a gathering of the 

state House of Representatives' game and fisheries committee 

near Allentown on Thursday night. 

Representatives of five organizations testified at the hearing. 

Of those, three supported Sunday hunting, including Janet Nyce, 

a member of former Gov. Ed Rendell's advisory council for 

hunting, fishing and conservation. Nyce said people can golf, go 

to the mall, fish or even buy liquor on Sundays. That they can't 

hunt is wrong, she said. 

"It's discrimination at its finest and I am truly tired of it," she 

said. "This is about an antiquated law that's robbing us of 

privileges other people have." 

Jennifer Saeger, president of the United Bowhunters of 

Pennsylvania, agreed. 

"Really, this boils down to one thing: choice. It's about what 

people want to do. For some on Sundays, that's soccer. For some, 

it's hunting," Saeger said. 

Not everyone agreed. 

Robert Krause of the Northampton County branch of the 

Pennsylvania State Grange said members oppose Sunday hunting 

for a number of reasons. 

"Our main objection is the disturbance, even the danger, it 

would pose to hikers, backpackers, birdwatchers and others who 

use the woods on a Sunday," Krause said. 

When asked by Crawford County Republican and committee 

chairman John Evans, though, he could offer no evidence of a 

hiker being hurt by a hunter's bullet. 

Ray Mack of the Pennsylvania Farm Bureau's Northampton-

Monroe county chapter likewise said that organization opposes 

expanded Sunday hunting under all circumstances. He 

maintained that stance, even when Evans asked how farmers - 

who could post their land against Sunday hunting -- could justify 

keeping other landowners from hunting on their properties on 

Sundays. 

"What we have essentially is one group telling another that, 

no, you can't hunt on your land. Is that fair?" Evans asked. 

A visibly frustrated Rep. Ed Staback, a Lackawanna County 

Democrat, added that he and Evans have asked opponents several 

times to meet and discuss possible compromises, to no avail. 

"What is wrong with trying to work this out? Why does it 

have to be with the Farm Bureau and Grange that everything is 

so black and white?" Staback asked. 

In the meantime, lobbying continues. Fayette County 

Democratic Rep. Deberah Kula said the comments so far have 

been "a mixed bag." 

Evans said hunters need to be more vocal in supporting 

Sunday hunting if they want it because its chances of getting past 

the committee are too close to call. 

"That's going to be problematic if the members don't hear 

from sportsmen," Evans aid. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/sports/s_757321.

html 

 

11-09-17 Drug deaths now outnumber traffic fatalities in 

U.S., data show 

http://www.edmontonjournal.com/opinion/Right+self+defence+under+assault/5420519/story.html
http://www.edmontonjournal.com/opinion/Right+self+defence+under+assault/5420519/story.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/sports/s_757321.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/sports/s_757321.html
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Fueling the surge are prescription pain and anxiety drugs that 

are potent, highly addictive and especially dangerous when 

combined with one another or with other drugs or alcohol. 

September 17, 2011|By Lisa Girion, Scott Glover and Doug 

Smith, Los Angeles Times 

Propelled by an increase in prescription narcotic overdoses, 

drug deaths now outnumber traffic fatalities in the United States, 

a Times analysis of government data has found. 

Drugs exceeded motor vehicle accidents as a cause of death 

in 2009, killing at least 37,485 people nationwide, according to 

preliminary data from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention. 

While most major causes of preventable death are declining, 

drugs are an exception. The death toll has doubled in the last 

decade, now claiming a life every 14 minutes. By contrast, traffic 

accidents have been dropping for decades because of huge 

investments in auto safety. 

Public health experts have used the comparison to draw 

attention to the nation's growing prescription drug problem, 

which they characterize as an epidemic. This is the first time that 

drugs have accounted for more fatalities than traffic accidents 

since the government started tracking drug-induced deaths in 

1979. 

Fueling the surge in deaths are prescription pain and anxiety 

drugs that are potent, highly addictive and especially dangerous 

when combined with one another or with other drugs or alcohol. 

Among the most commonly abused are OxyContin, Vicodin, 

Xanax and Soma. One relative newcomer to the scene is 

Fentanyl, a painkiller that comes in the form of patches and 

lollipops and is 100 times more powerful than morphine. 

Such drugs now cause more deaths than heroin and cocaine 

combined. 

"The problem is right here under our noses in our medicine 

cabinets," said Laz Salinas, a sheriff's commander in Santa 

Barbara, which has seen a dramatic rise in prescription drug 

deaths in recent years. 

Overdose victims range in age and circumstance from 

teenagers who pop pills to get a heroin-like high to middle-aged 

working men and women who take medications prescribed for 

strained backs and bum knees and become addicted. 

A review of hundreds of autopsy reports in Southern 

California reveals one tragic demise after another: A 19-year-old 

Army recruit, who had just passed his military physical, took a 

handful of Xanax and painkillers while partying with friends. A 

groom, anxious over his upcoming wedding, overdosed on a 

cocktail of prescription drugs. A teenage honors student 

overdosed on painkillers her father left in his medicine cabinet 

from a surgery years earlier. A toddler was orphaned after both 

parents overdosed on prescription drugs months apart. A 

grandmother suffering from chronic back pain apparently forgot 

she'd already taken her daily regimen of pills and ended up 

double dosing. 

Many died after failed attempts at rehab — or after using one 

too many times while contemplating quitting. That's apparently 

what happened to a San Diego woman found dead with a 

Fentanyl patch on her body, one of five she'd applied in the 24 

hours before her death. Next to her on the couch was a notebook 

with information about rehab. 

The seeds of the problem were planted more than a decade 

ago by well-meaning efforts by doctors to mitigate suffering, as 

well as aggressive sales campaigns by pharmaceutical 

manufacturers. In hindsight, the liberalized prescription of pain 

drugs "may in fact be the cause of the epidemic we're now 

facing," said Linda Rosenstock, dean of the UCLA School of 

Public Health. 

In some ways, prescription drugs are more dangerous than 

illicit ones because users don't have their guard up, said Los 

Angeles County Sheriff's Sgt. Steve Opferman, head of a county 

task force on prescription drug-related crimes. "People feel they 

are safer with prescription drugs because you get them from a 

pharmacy and they are prescribed by a doctor," Opferman said. 

"Younger people believe they are safer because they see their 

parents taking them. It doesn't have the same stigma as using 

street narcotics." 

Lori Smith said she believes that's what her son might have 

been thinking the night he died six months shy of his 16th 

birthday. Nolan Smith, of Aliso Viejo, loved to surf, sail and fish 

with his brother and father. He suffered from migraines and 

anxiety but showed no signs of drug abuse, his mother said. 

The night before he died in January 2009, Nolan called his 

mother at work, asking for a ride to the girls basketball game at 

Aliso Niguel High School. Lori told him she couldn't get away. 

When Nolan didn't come home that evening, his parents 

called police and his friends. His body was found the next 

morning on a stranger's front porch. 

A toxicology test turned up Zoloft, which had been 

prescribed for anxiety, and a host of other drugs that had not 

been prescribed, including two additional anti-anxiety drugs, as 

well as morphine and marijuana. 

All investigators could give the family were theories. 

"They said they will have parties where the kids will throw a 

bunch of pills in a bowl and the kids take them without knowing 

what they are," Lori said. "We called all of his friends, but no 

one would say they were with him. But he must have been with 

someone. You just don't do that by yourself." 

The triumph of public health policies that have improved 

traffic safety over the years through the use of seat belts, air bags 

and other measures stands in stark contrast to the nation's record 

on prescription drugs. Even though more people are driving more 

miles, traffic fatalities have dropped by more than a third since 

the early 1970s to 36,284 in 2009. Drug-induced deaths had 

equaled or surpassed traffic fatalities in California, 22 other 

states and the District of Columbia even before the 2009 figures 

revealed the shift at the national level, according to the Times 

analysis. 

The Centers for Disease Control collects data on all causes of 

death each year and analyzes them to identify health problems. 

Drug-induced deaths are mostly accidental overdoses but also 

include suicides and fatal diseases caused by drugs. 

The CDC's 2009 statistics are the agency's most current. They 

are considered preliminary because they reflect 96% of death 

certificates filed. The remaining are deaths for which the causes 

were not immediately clear. 

Drug fatalities more than doubled among teens and young 

adults between 2000 and 2008, years for which more detailed 

data are available. Deaths more than tripled among people aged 

50 to 69, the Times analysis found. In terms of sheer numbers, 

the death toll is highest among people in their 40s. 

Overdose deaths involving prescription painkillers, including 

OxyContin and Vicodin, and anti-anxiety drugs such as Valium 

and Xanax more than tripled between 2000 and 2008. 
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The rise in deaths corresponds with doctors prescribing more 

painkillers and anti-anxiety medications. The number of 

prescriptions for the strongest pain pills filled at California 

pharmacies, for instance, increased more than 43% since 2007 — 

and the doses grew by even more, nearly 50%, according to a 

review of prescribing data collected by the state. 

Those prescriptions provide relief to pain sufferers but also 

fuel a thriving black market. Prescription drugs are traded on 

Internet chat rooms that buzz with offers of "vikes," "percs" and 

"oxys" for $10 to $80 a pill. They are sold on street corners along 

with heroin, marijuana and crack. An addiction to prescription 

drugs can be costly; a heavy OxyContin habit can run twice as 

much as a heroin addiction, authorities say. 

On a recent weekday morning, Los Angeles County 

undercover sheriff's deputies posing as drug buyers easily 

purchased enough pills to fill a medicine cabinet on a sidewalk a 

few blocks south of Los Angeles City Hall. 

The most commonly abused prescription drug, hydrocodone, 

also is the most widely prescribed drug in America, according to 

the U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency. Better known as Vicodin, 

the pain reliever is prescribed more often than the top cholesterol 

drug and the top antibiotic. 

"We have an insatiable appetite for this drug — insatiable," 

Joseph T. Rannazzisi, a top DEA administrator, told a group of 

pharmacists at a regulatory meeting in Sacramento. 

In April, the White House Office of National Drug Control 

Policy announced initiatives aimed at stanching prescription drug 

abuse. The plans include a series of drug take-back days, 

modeled after similar programs involving weapons, in which 

consumers are encouraged to turn leftover prescription drugs in 

to authorities. Another initiative would develop voluntary 

courses to train physicians on how to safely prescribe pain drugs, 

a curriculum that is not widely taught in medical schools. 

Initial attempts to reverse the trend in drug deaths — such as 

state-run prescription drug-monitoring programs aimed at 

thwarting "doctor-shopping" addicts — don't appear to be having 

much effect, experts say. 

"What's really scary is we don't know a lot about how to 

reduce prescription deaths," said Amy S.B. Bohnert, a researcher 

at the University of Michigan Medical School who is studying 

ways to lower the risk of prescription drugs. 

"It's a wonderful medical advancement that we can treat 

pain," Bohnert said. "But we haven't figured out the safety belt 

yet." http://articles.latimes.com/print/2011/sep/17/local/la-me-

drugs-epidemic-20110918 

 

11-09-16 Justice Department survey confirms downward 

trend in violent crime 

Violent crime in the United States continues to drop 

significantly despite the difficult economic environment, 

according to new statistics released Friday by the Justice 

Department. 

According to the Crime Victimization Survey released 

annually by the Bureau of Justice Statistics, in 2010 violent 

crimes dropped about 13% among U.S. residents ages 12 or 

older. 

Crime has been declining for several years, but the decline 

reported by the survey for past year was about three times as 

great as annual declines recorded by the same survey during the 

previous nine years. 

The Justice Department attributed much of the decline to a 

sharp drop in the number of simple assaults. 

Criminologists have repeatedly told CNN in recent years the 

declining figures are surprising inasmuch as crime has 

historically increased in times of economic stress. 

A clearer picture of crime in the United States is likely to 

emerge from a major FBI report scheduled for release Monday 

morning. The closely watched FBI Uniform Crime Report also is 

expected to show a continuing drop in violent crime throughout 

2010. That report, based on detailed reporting by all of the 

nation's police agencies, provides breakdowns in all 

subcategories of crime. 

A preliminary FBI report for the first half of 2010 showed a 

decline in violent crime of 5.5 percent. That is expected to hold 

up for the entire calendar year. 

The Justice Department Victimization Survey, which 

provides numbers of victims based on an extensive telephone 

survey, does not include statistics for murder. It cites figures for 

rape, robbery, aggravated assault and simple assault. Almost 

two-thirds of violent crime "victimizations" occurring during 

2010 were simple assaults in which the victim did not suffer an 

injury, the Justice Department survey found. 

http://articles.cnn.com/2011-09-16/us/us_violent-crime-

decline_1_violent-crime-simple-assaults-

criminologists?_s=PM:US 

 

11-09-16 CA Local state legislators oppose gun regulation 

Governor to consider AB 144, which would make carrying 

unloaded handguns a crime 

The Central Coast‘s representatives in the state Legislature 

both oppose a bill that would make it a misdemeanor to openly 

carry an unloaded handgun in public. 

The bill, AB 144, passed both houses of the Legislature and 

is headed for the desk of Gov. Jerry Brown for his signature or 

veto.  

But Assemblyman Katcho Achadjian and state Sen. Sam 

Blakeslee, both San Luis Obispo Republicans, say the bill 

infringes on gun owners‘ rights established under the Second 

Amendment to the United States Constitution. 

That amendment reads: ―A well-regulated militia, being 

necessary to the security of a free state, the right of the people to 

keep and bear arms, shall not be infringed.‖ 

In an email to The Tribune, Achadjian wrote ―As a strong 

supporter of our Second Amendment Rights, I believe that AB 

144 unnecessarily restricts the ability of law-abiding Californians 

to carry an unloaded, unconcealed firearm. 

―Additionally, existing law already prohibits those without a 

concealed weapons permit from carrying a loaded firearm and 

also prohibits the brandishing of a firearm, whether loaded or 

unloaded,‖ Achadjian wrote. 

Blakeslee took a similar tack. 

―We need a rational and coherent approach,‖ he wrote, ―that 

defends both public safety and the Second Amendment. 

Unfortunately, by now restricting both concealed and open carry, 

California is moving toward a de facto ban on gun possession.‖ 

According to a legislative analysis published on the state‘s 

website, the bill‘s supporters believe the absence of such a law 

has led to an increase in ―problematic instances of guns carried in 

public, alarming unsuspecting individuals (and) causing issues 

for law enforcement.‖ 

http://articles.latimes.com/print/2011/sep/17/local/la-me-drugs-epidemic-20110918
http://articles.latimes.com/print/2011/sep/17/local/la-me-drugs-epidemic-20110918
http://articles.cnn.com/2011-09-16/us/us_violent-crime-decline_1_violent-crime-simple-assaults-criminologists?_s=PM:US
http://articles.cnn.com/2011-09-16/us/us_violent-crime-decline_1_violent-crime-simple-assaults-criminologists?_s=PM:US
http://articles.cnn.com/2011-09-16/us/us_violent-crime-decline_1_violent-crime-simple-assaults-criminologists?_s=PM:US
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―Open carry creates a potentially dangerous situation,‖ 

according to the analyst‘s summation of the bill‘s supporters. 

―In most cases when a person is openly carrying a firearm, 

law enforcement is called to the scene with few details other than 

one or more people are present at a location and are armed,‖ the 

analysis continues. ―In these tense situations, the slightest wrong 

move by the gun carrier could be construed as threatening by the 

responding officer, who may feel compelled to respond in a 

manner that could be lethal. In this situation, the practice of 

‗open carry‘ creates an unsafe environment for all parties 

involved.‖ 

http://www.sanluisobispo.com/2011/09/15/1759022/local-state-

legislators-oppose.html#ixzz1ZGbsVPsY 

 

11-09-16 Teen held in gunpoint rape in Phila. 

Police have arrested an 18-year-old and charged him with 

robbing a couple and then raping the woman at gunpoint Tuesday 

in front of her boyfriend in Southwest Philadelphia. 

Police did not release the name of the alleged offender 

because they are investigating him for other crimes and searching 

for the accomplice in the attack, said Capt. John Darby of the 

Special Victims Unit. 

Darby said the victim, a teacher, and her boyfriend were 

returning from dinner about 9:30 p.m., walking along Springfield 

Avenue near 48th Street, when they were approached by the 18-

year-old and a younger-looking accomplice. 

The 18-year-old pointed a gun at the man and woman and 

forced them into an alley, where the teens robbed the couple. 

Then the 18-year-old raped the woman while pointing the gun at 

both, Darby said. 

The boyfriend talked with television reporters Wednesday 

night, saying the accomplice tried to persuade the teen not to rape 

the woman, saying, "We got everything we wanted." The 

accomplice is believed to be female, investigators said. 

The suspect was arrested late Wednesday, Darby said. The 

gun, a replica .44-caliber Magnum pellet gun, has been 

recovered, police said. 

"The gun is a very realistic weapon," said Lt. Ray Evers, a 

police spokesman. "Even to the trained eye, it looks like a 

weapon." 

The boyfriend said he prayed for the crime to be over 

quickly. 

"I kept looking at his gun because I was trying to make a 

decision if I was going to go after the gun," said the man, who 

told the TV reporters he was 40. "But she was pleading with me 

not to, that she needed me here." 

Police are investigating whether the 18-year-old and his 

accomplice were involved in other recent neighborhood 

robberies, including one last Thursday about 12:30 a.m., when a 

27-year-old woman was attacked by two teens on the 4800 block 

of Chester Avenue. 

In that attack, the woman described how a short teenager, 

wearing a military-style sweater with shoulder pads and carrying 

an old black revolver, ordered her into a nearby driveway while 

another teen, tall and thin, stood behind her. 

After the woman refused to go into the driveway, the teens 

stole her pocketbook and fled. 

The District Attorney's Office has charged the suspect in 

Tuesday's attack with 19 crimes, including rape, kidnapping, and 

aggravated assault. 

http://articles.philly.com/2011-09-

16/news/30183308_1_boyfriend-gun-accomplice 

 

11-09-16 Tucson's Davis-Monthan Air Force Base secured 

TUCSON, Ariz. -- Davis-Monthan Air Force Base in Arizona 

was placed under lockdown because of a "potential security 

situation" around 10:30 a.m. Friday, and lockdown was lifted 

shortly before 5 p.m.  

In a statement shortly before 6 p.m. Base Commander Col. 

John Cherrey said, "Local and federal law enforcement personnel 

in concert with the base security force personnel conducted the 

sweep and secured the building where the alleged gunman was 

reported. No gunman or weapon was found and the building was 

declared secure." 

He praised the response of those who responded and 

emphasized all threats at the base are taken seriously. 

Earlier in the day T/Sgt. James Russell Martin of the base 

media relations office said, "There was an unconfirmed spotting 

of a man with a weapon" and the base went into "crisis action 

mode, locking down the base for the safety and security of the 

people on Davis-Monthan." 

Martin said, "No shots have been fired and no one has been 

hurt." 

He said the suspicious man reportedly had run into an 

engineering building on the base. 

According to base officials information of the ongoing 

operations was restricted to prevent the suspect from knowing 

what measures were being taken. 

Just after 2 p.m. The Tucson Police Bomb Squad and Pima 

County Regional SWAT Team made their way on to the base.  

A military official said an armed civilian had barricaded 

himself in a room. Authorities and a SWAT team are negotiating 

with the man. 

No one was being allowed in or out of the sprawling base on 

the southeast corner of Tucson.  

"Security is going to be in place until base leadership feels 

the situation is under control," Martin said. "We're just going to 

make sure we maintain heightened security until we feel 

everything is safe and secure."  

Davis-Monthan is one of Tucson's largest employer and up to 

8,500 people are on the base at any one time. 

Several news media outlets quoted people on the base as 

saying a "shooter" had been found and contained. Those reports 

could not be confirmed. 

Tucson Fire spokeswoman Trish Tracy said the agency sent 

two ambulances and two fire trucks to the base. 

An ambulance was seen leaving the base about 12:35 p.m., 

but officials said that had "nothing to do with the security 

situation." 

"A member of our community is pregnant and she is being 

taken to the hospital," the base said. 

Ron Barber, a member of Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords 

Rep. Gabrielle Giffords' staff, told KPNX Channel 12 in Phoenix 

that he became aware of the lockdown as he left the base about 

10 a.m. after a function for Giffords, who is recovering from an 

assassination attempt in January. 

Barber said, "We were all lined up to get out of the base. I 

just got there as they were closing the gates. Everything was 

really calm. Air Force personnel were going about their business 

in a very professional manner." 

http://www.sanluisobispo.com/2011/09/15/1759022/local-state-legislators-oppose.html#ixzz1ZGbsVPsY
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/2011/09/15/1759022/local-state-legislators-oppose.html#ixzz1ZGbsVPsY
http://articles.philly.com/2011-09-16/news/30183308_1_boyfriend-gun-accomplice
http://articles.philly.com/2011-09-16/news/30183308_1_boyfriend-gun-accomplice
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Barber said he was not told what was going on, but was 

allowed to leave. 

Davis-Monthan is adjacent to the Pima Air and Space 

Museum and the "boneyard" for old military and government 

airplanes that is a popular destination for aviation enthusiasts. 

http://ktar.com/6/1452937/DavisMonthan-AF-Base-on-lockdown 

 

11-09-15 Note Claims Pipe Bombs Planted At Lackland Air 

Force Base 

SAN ANTONIO -- Joint Base San Antonio officials are 

investigating a pipe bomb threat made Thursday morning at 

Lackland Air Force Base. 

According to a statement from the air base, a security guard 

found a note attached to a lock box at a construction site for the 

base's new airman training complex, stating that several pipe 

bombs had been planted at Lackland in the construction area. 

A base spokesman said that site is accessed only by contract 

construction workers and that Lackland security personnel have 

been checking the site since early in the morning. 

Although the initial sweep turned up nothing, staff at the base 

will remain on guard for the rest of the day. 

The spokesman said the construction site is accessed only by 

contract construction workers. 

"We take all threats seriously and we investigate them 

thoroughly," said Oscar Balladares, with Lackland. "The well-

being of all our personnel, civilian, contract, military, is at the 

utmost for us." 

He said security staff at the base have no clear idea about 

who could have made the threat or why. 

http://www.ksat.com/news/29193213/detail.html 

 

11-09-15 Pittsburgh Academy lifts veil on police workings 

Rolando Stewart is working on his retirement plan, but it 

doesn't involve fishing or traveling. 

Now that he has more time on his hands, Stewart's goal is to 

make his community safer. 

That's why he signed up for the Pittsburgh Citizen's Police 

Academy. The academy was established in the mid-1990s as a 

bridge between the police department and city residents. 

Lt. Jennifer Ford, who runs the program, describes it as a 

watered-down version of the classes offered to police department 

recruits. Topics in the 15-week course include criminal law, the 

department's K-9 unit and firearm safety. 

Classes used to take place in the department's training center 

in Highland Park. Ford took over the program in 2006 and moves 

the class to different neighborhoods each term. 

"Participation has gone up since," Ford said. The academy 

usually draws 15 to 25 students. 

Those who complete the class can volunteer with the police 

when there are special events, such as the G-20 conference in 

2009. 

The academy gets interest from all types of residents, she 

said, from those considering law enforcement as a career to those 

looking to get class credits. She's had students as young as 18 

and as old as 80. 

"It's a good way for us to find out what the community is 

thinking," Ford said. 

Stewart, 63, lives in Swissvale but spends time with family in 

the Central North Side. He signed up, keeping in mind the divide 

that often exists between communities and the police. 

"It's human nature to distrust something you don't know 

about," Stewart said. "With information, understanding and trust 

become better (and) cooperation will become more natural." 

The first class, held on Monday, tackled the issue of force -- 

the city laws and procedures that govern when police can use it. 

"I learned a lot in just one three-hour class," Stewart said. 

He's particularly looking forward to the session about the 

inner workings of the Citizen-Police Review Board, mostly 

because many people are not aware it exists, he said. 

If residents believe an officer is acting improperly, "people 

feel there's no recourse other than to act out illegally," he added. 

Knowing there is a system can help, Stewart said. 

He shared a classroom on Monday in the Allegheny Center 

Alliance Church in the North Side with Diedra Arthur. 

She heard about the program on the city's website and 

decided to take advantage. The paralegal always has had an 

interest in law enforcement. 

"It's a great opportunity to learn what police officers do," she 

said. The 34-year-old lives in the Allegheny West neighborhood. 

"Everybody should be taking this," Arthur said. 

Then there's Colette Garmer. Although the Brackenridge 

resident wanted to better appreciate the job of a police officer, 

she has an ulterior motive. She's working on a crime novel about 

a woman looking to avenge the death of her father. To fill in the 

blanks, especially where police procedural details are concerned, 

she signed up for the academy. 

"It's time to be a sponge and learn about what I write," she 

said. "This is a good way not to get in the way and get shot." 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/columns/va

naski/s_756846.html 

 

11-09-15 KY Salisbury man banned from hunting worldwide 

A Salisbury resident has been banned from hunting anywhere 

in the world for two years as part of an agreement with federal 

authorities in Kentucky on charges that he illegally hunted in and 

took wildlife from that state. 

Rodney L. Poteat agreed to the ban in U.S. District Court in 

Kentucky last week, according to a Department of Justice press 

release. Reached at his Perryman Drive home Wednesday 

evening, Poteat declined to comment. 

He also agreed to pay the Kentucky Department of Fish and 

Wildlife Resources $5,300 in restitution, and $50 in special 

penalty assessments. The restitution is to compensate the 

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources for the 

fees Poteat would have paid for hunting in Kentucky between 

2002 and 2011, the press release said. 

Poteat was charged July 27 and sentenced Sept. 7. He 

received unsupervised probation. The hunting ban was a 

condition of that sentence, Justice Department statement said. 

According to federal authorities, on Nov. 27, 2010, Poteat 

transported a 14-point white-tailed deer from Hart County, Ky. to 

his home in Salisbury. Poteat was required to purchase a non-

resident hunting license and deer permit prior to hunting in 

Kentucky. He also was required to report the harvest of any deer 

taken in Kentucky, and to make a report before transporting the 

deer outside of Kentucky. 

Poteat also pleaded guilty to knowingly transporting a bobcat 

from Hart County, Ky. to Salisbury in November 2010 without 

purchasing a non-resident hunting license. Poteat also failed to 

report the harvest of a bobcat taken within Kentucky, authorities 

said. 

http://ktar.com/6/1452937/DavisMonthan-AF-Base-on-lockdown
http://www.ksat.com/news/29193213/detail.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/columns/vanaski/s_756846.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/columns/vanaski/s_756846.html
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According to the press release, Poteat used to live in Hart 

County, Ky 

http://www.salisburypost.com/News/091411-web-salisbury-man-

banned-from-hunting-qcd 

 

11-09-15 Ill Man wounds self teaching girlfriend how to shoot 

A southwestern Illinois man's attempts to teach his girlfriend 

how to safely shoot a handgun went awry when he accidentally 

shot himself. 

St. Clair County authorities tell the Belleville News-

Democrat (http://bit.ly/mYAPHp) that the injuries the Millstadt 

man suffered Sunday aren't considered life-threatening. He isn't 

being publicly identified. 

Investigators say the 39-year-old man and his girlfriend had 

been shooting into the woods near his house before he got back 

into his truck to reload the gun. That's when the weapon fired, 

wounding the man's left hand. 

The girlfriend drove him to a Belleville hospital, where 

authorities were notified. 

Authorities say the man had an expired federal firearm 

owner's identification card and can get his gun back when he 

renews that. 

http://northernstar.info/from_ap/illinois/article_cabb5fd9-b83f-

5db6-8b69-85ad3bf7c114.html 

 

11-09-15 Milwaukee Common Council Considers Gun Ban 

In less than two months – on November 1, Wisconsin‘s new 

concealed carry law will take effect. People will be able to carry 

hidden guns, as long as the person has completed a training 

course and purchased a state license. Businesses can prohibit 

weapons on their premises however, by posting a sign, and 

governments can approve certain restrictions. As WUWM‘s 

LaToya Dennis reports, the Milwaukee Common Council‘s 

Public Safety Committee advanced a plan Wednesday that would 

prohibit guns in city-owned buildings.  

Councilwoman Milele Coggs introduced the proposal. It calls 

for Milwaukee to post signs notifying visitors they cannot bring 

guns inside city-owned buildings. Coggs says tragic shootings 

elsewhere prompted her action.  

―There are countless cases that I‘m sure we‘ve all seen in the 

headlines. Whether it is Councilman James Davis from New 

York or whether it is the Kirkwood, Missouri situation where 

several people were shot and killed at a council meeting. 

Whatever we can do to help prohibit the carrying of dangerous 

weapons into our council meetings our council rooms and into 

our offices, is an action that I would hope we all could agree we 

don‘t want to occur,‖ Coggs says. 

All five members of the committee did agree, but not before 

fellow Alderman Joe Dudzik stopped by to testify that he 

believes guns should be allowed on city property. Dudzik 

recounted a story from years ago, in which a city employee was 

shot to death by a former partner, inside Milwaukee‘s Zeidler 

Building. 

―Had one or two of her fellow employees had a firearm, 

would that woman be dead today? Can‘t prove negative, but I 

can say for certain that I think that individual that brought that 

sawed off shot gun, I believe into the 809 building, or into the 

Zeidler building I should say. I believe that individual would 

have thought twice,‖ Dudzik says. 

Despite the alderman‘s argument, the committee 

unanimously advanced on the proposed ban to the full Common 

Council. 

http://www.wuwm.com/programs/news/view_news.php?articleid

=9167 

 

11-09-14 House Considers Whether Gun Permits Can Cross 

State Lines 

Congressional lawmakers yesterday heard testimony on a 

federal bill that would give Americans who hold permits to carry 

firearms in their home states the right to carry their weapons 

across state lines. 

The sponsors of the legislation, dubbed the National Right-to-

Carry Reciprocity Act, maintain that people‘s Second 

Amendment rights should encompass the right to carry their 

firearms outside their home states. 

The House Judiciary Committee‘s Subcommittee on Crime, 

Terrorism, and Homeland Security held a hearing yesterday on 

the legislation, which is sponsored by Florida Republican Cliff 

Stearns and North Carolina Democrat Heath Shuler. Here‘s a 

report from Fox News on the hearing and click here to read the 

statements provided by witnesses. 

Many states have voluntarily agreed to honor gun permits 

granted by other states, but there is no nationwide framework for 

honoring other states‘ firearm permits, Fox News reports. 

Opponents of the legislation claim that it tramples on each 

state‘s autonomy to set the standards its lawmakers believe are 

necessary to confront local problems, according to Fox News. 

Philadelphia Police Commissioner Charles Ramsey testified 

yesterday that Congress should not allow people to carry 

firearms nationwide ―without consideration for the minimum 

standards‖ created by each state. He added: ―What works where I 

currently serve as Commissioner in Philadelphia, and the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, does not work for our neighbor 

across the river in New Jersey.‖ 

But George Mason University law school professor Joyce 

Lee Malcom countered that the legislation would make the 

country safer. ―If self-defense is to be effective people must be 

able to be armed,‖ she told lawmakers. ―The American system of 

trusting ordinary people to protect themselves and carry firearms 

responsibly has enhanced public safety.‖ 

http://blogs.wsj.com/law/2011/09/14/house-considers-whether-

gun-permits-should-cross-state-lines/ 

 

11-09-14 Ill. legislators remain split on concealed carry 

The May defeat of concealed carry legislation left some 

Illinois residents upset. 

U.S. Rep. Randy Hultgren released a press statement 

addressing a letter he recently sent to Illinois lawmakers 

regarding concealed carry legislation. 

In the letter, Hultgren pointed out that the Supreme Court has 

made it clear that the Constitution guarantees Americans' 

individual rights to protect themselves in the Second 

Amendment, ruling in 2008 and 2010 that Americans have the 

right to possess firearms. 

The letter goes on to urge lawmakers to join the rest of the 

states in passing this legislation and to stop denying the citizens 

of Illinois the legal right to protect themselves. 

Not all state leaders are against such legislation. The bill 

actually came close to passing, receiving 65 votes but needing 71 

to pass. 

http://www.salisburypost.com/News/091411-web-salisbury-man-banned-from-hunting-qcd
http://www.salisburypost.com/News/091411-web-salisbury-man-banned-from-hunting-qcd
http://bit.ly/mYAPHp
http://northernstar.info/from_ap/illinois/article_cabb5fd9-b83f-5db6-8b69-85ad3bf7c114.html
http://northernstar.info/from_ap/illinois/article_cabb5fd9-b83f-5db6-8b69-85ad3bf7c114.html
http://www.wuwm.com/programs/news/view_news.php?articleid=9167
http://www.wuwm.com/programs/news/view_news.php?articleid=9167
http://blogs.wsj.com/law/2011/09/14/house-considers-whether-gun-permits-should-cross-state-lines/
http://blogs.wsj.com/law/2011/09/14/house-considers-whether-gun-permits-should-cross-state-lines/
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"I am in favor of concealed carry," said Sen. Christine 

Johnson. "I have been all along, so I certainly agree with 

Congressman Hultgren." 

While some local politicians are in favor of concealed carry, 

not everyone is onboard with the idea. University Police are leery 

of the legislation and the effect it could have on campus. 

"Allowing conceal carry presents a whole lot of challenges, 

especially when drugs or alcohol are involved and emotions are 

running high," said Sgt. Alan Smith, public information officer 

for the NIU Police Department. "A lot of our fights involve 

alcohol, so this could be a recipe for disaster. If the law were 

passed, we would have to look at our tactics and compare them 

to other universities in other states." 

Dekalb Police Chief Bill Feithen said the last piece of 

legislation he saw allowed citizens to carry a firearm with less 

training than law enforcement officers. 

"It only takes an individual using a weapon the wrong way or 

making a mistake once to destroy their life," Feithen said. 

Some students expressed concern as well. 

"I think people should be allowed to own guns and have them 

in their home, but I don't think that they should be allowed to 

have them on their person," said NIU English major Alex 

Sanders. "It could lead to more gun violence. If you start 

introducing more guns into the populous its just going to incite 

more gun violence." 

Despite being voted down, the legislation is not necessarily 

dead and will likely be voted on again in the future, Johnson said. 

"I don't think anything will happen in the veto session," 

Johnson said. "It could be after the primary [elections] in 2012 

that it is more likely to come up for some kind of vote." 

http://northernstar.info/city/dekalb/article_fa5b9b64-df4c-11e0-

b756-0019bb30f31a.html 

 

11-09-14 Hell Came to Port Richmond: Mark Lavelle 

attacked in home invasion 

It was late Friday Night when young parents Kim and Mark 

Lavelle put their twin baby boys down for the night. In his free 

time, Mark started to work on the schedules for the upcoming 

season for the youth athletics leagues he coaches and organizes. 

Your kid might play soccer in one of Mark‘s Leagues or for the 

Frankford Chargers, the Port Richmond Tigers, or in the Peg 

McCook Sports Tournament, named after his grandmother. 

Suddenly, Mark heard yells and hollers outside and the 

sounds of dozens of footsteps pounding the pavement. 

He put his head out the door of his Port Richmond home to 

see about two dozen local teens running from Stokley 

playground, being chased by several cars of teenagers holding 

pipes, bats and one was brandishing a gun.  

―I thought these kids were gonna get killed,‖ so Lavelle 

grabbed two of the neighborhood kids who he didn‘t even know 

and threw them into his house and quickly safeguarded the door, 

snapping shut the deadbolt lock and screaming to his wife to get 

in the bedroom with the babies and lock the door. 

But the deadbolt was no match for the mob who stomped through 

his front door, screaming that they were going to kill him. 

About 60 of them were out on his pavement and the front line 

stormed into Lavelle‘s house creating a flash mob situation in his 

living room. Lavelle stood his ground as three or four of them 

started to attack and beat him, yelling racial slurs. One teen 

swung a pipe at his shoulder; another round-housed his eye. 

Lavelle saw one teen, dressed in a red Phillies shirt and cap, 

reach for a gun in his waistband.  

He hears his wife and babies screaming upstairs, the mob of 

teens are threatening to ―bust up his white ass‖ and somewhere, 

Lavelle finds the adrenaline, the strength, the sheer will to 

overpower them-just like we hear the myths about a mother who 

lifts a car up to save her baby trapped underneath it because her 

adrenaline and stress level goes through the roof. The only thing 

Lavelle could think about was protecting his family. 

―All I could see was my body being laid out at St. Anne‘s 

Church and my family closing my casket,‖ said Lavelle. ―I 

couldn‘t let that happen.‖ 

He runs and tackles them, pushing three of them out his front 

door just as the police arrive on the scene. The kid with the gun 

runs off but the police find him hiding in the park behind the 

Richmond Library. 

The two guys who hit Lavelle are also caught and identified; 

the rest of the mob is pulled over at Belgrade and Allegheny 

Streets before they could make their getaway out of the 

neighborhood. 

And so it continues… 

Later that night, well into the early morning, the mother of 

one of the assailants who was arrested shows up at Lavelle‘s 

house. She brings people with her. She brings with her threats 

that she delivers to Lavelle. She was outraged that Lavelle‘s 

identification and testimony of her son‘s actions could put him 

behind bars. 

According to Lavelle and his neighbors she screamed and 

threatened, ―We know where you live. I‘ll see you in court….if 

you make it there.‖ Threats of ―we‘ll be back‖ echo through the 

night. Lavelle calls 9-1-1 and more arrests were made. 

Not again 

Complete utter hell. The worst of the worst. Mark and Kim 

Lavelle and their babies were innocent bystanders one moment 

and then, in their efforts to try and save two local teens from 

being violently beaten or maybe even killed, they are thrown into 

the ultimate nightmare. 

When Lavelle saw two local teenagers running for their lives, 

being chased by the mob, he said to himself, ―It‘s Sean Daily all 

over again.‖ 

In 1988, Sean Daily was a Port Richmond teenager who was 

the all American kid. He played baseball for the Port Richmond 

Tigers; he stocked milk and eggs at the corner store and he was 

going to a carnival on that night in May of 1988 when a carload 

of Hispanic teens went looking to even a score from a fight with 

a white guy the night before. 

They pounced on the first white boy they could find in Port 

Richmond, beating him to almost death with bats. Daily tried to 

climb under a parked car to stop the beating but the monsters 

grabbed him by the ankles, dragged him into the street and shot 

him in the back. 

And that‘s exactly what ran through Lavelle‘s mind when he 

saw those kids running for their lives. ―We‘re gonna have 

another Sean Daily on our hands.‖ 

Guard and Protect 

In reflecting on his actions to protect those two teenagers last 

Friday night, Lavelle says with certainty, ―If it happened 

tomorrow, I would do the same thing. And it wouldn‘t matter one 

bit whether they were black, white or Hispanic, I would have 

pulled those kids into my home to avoid being killed.‖ 

http://northernstar.info/city/dekalb/article_fa5b9b64-df4c-11e0-b756-0019bb30f31a.html
http://northernstar.info/city/dekalb/article_fa5b9b64-df4c-11e0-b756-0019bb30f31a.html
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Now you and I know the teenagers from Richmond aren‘t 

always simply standing on the corner selling Girl Scout cookies 

and collecting canned goods for the hungry. But you and I also 

know the days of the good old fashioned fist fight are up in 

heaven with the pay phone, VHS tape and New Coke. 

And no matter what color you are, when you read the story of 

Mark Lavelle and picture his wife hearing through the locked 

bedroom door her husband being attacked as her baby boys 

screamed for their daddy-the only color you should be seeing is 

red. 

Red because Kim and the kids packed up and left their home, 

in fear of their lives. Talks and plans are to move out of the 

neighborhood; Mark is guarding his house from further 

destruction. 

And the ironic part about this whole horrific event is that if 

you know Lavelle, you know just how much he gives back to 

youth in the community-no matter what color they are. ―I have 

black cousins; Hispanic nephews,‖ said Lavelle. The 

tournaments he runs in the community are colorblind, in some 

years 12 of the 14 scholarships given out at the McCook 

tournament were to minority students. He buys and donates cases 

of water and Gatorade to teams; the players see him coming and 

call him ―Mr. Mark‖. He coaches the Tigers, helps kids learn the 

basics of football, soccer-the list goes on and on. 

Protecting the People 

Lavelle is asking all the youth in the community to keep the 

peace. He wants no retaliation. Lavelle believes that this needs to 

be handled by the authorities. ―I trust the authorities, but they 

need to provide protection to the community. I am relying on the 

authorities.‖ Lavelle believes strongly, now and even before this 

incident, that there needs to be a police presence at Stokley. He 

and many other members of the community are looking for that 

presence.  

In speaking with The Spirit, Captain Thomas Davidson of the 

24th Police District says that security measures are being taken. 

―We already have increased police presence in the Stokley 

Playground area as well as at Campbell Square.‖ Regarding the 

incident on Friday and Saturday, the Captain said that they ―are 

working to make sure that justice is served.‖ 

Where does he turn? 

Lavelle wants to know what services are available to him as a 

victim of a hate crime. What protection will he receive? Who 

will replace his door and windows? 

His message to all those kids who are outraged at this 

incident and want to protect him: ―Please do not become 

vigilantes and think that you should go out and take matters in 

your own hands. Do not retaliate. That will not solve a thing. It 

will only cause you to be arrested and that is senseless. You will 

be hurting someone‘s son, brother. There is no good that will 

ever come out of retaliation,‖ expressed a very passionate 

Lavelle. ―The community needs to work together with the 

authorities to be sure that we get the protection we need.‖ 

Peace is what Lavelle wants – for his family and his 

community. 

A very good man, husband and father, Mark Lavelle was 

attacked in his own home in Port Richmond this past weekend. If 

the Lavelles move out of the neighborhood, not only will a light 

go out but the kids who play ball at all the local rec centers and 

fields will surely lose a friend, a mentor and a really good man. 

Lavelle has no regrets that he rescued the two local kids from 

a violent beating or possibly death. Everything came into 

perspective when the father of one of the teens he saved and 

protected came to Lavelle and said, ―Thank-you, if you didn‘t 

help my son that night, we‘d be planning his funeral.‖ 

So how can we help? 

The community can come together and help the Lavelle 

family. Their door is busted; windows have been broken. We 

need a contractor to step up and offer services to assist with 

replacing the door; perhaps a donation of the door itself from one 

of our businesses in the area; a security system installed at his 

home so that he and his family can feel the safety and security 

which they deserve to feel in their own home. If you would like 

to help or know of someone that can help, please call The Spirit 

at 215-423-6246. Together, we can help the Lavelle family and 

show them that the community does stick together and take care 

of each other. After all, Mark Lavelle, has been taken care of the 

community for a long time.  

http://spiritnewspapers.com/hell-came-to-port-richmond-mark-

lavelle-attacked-in-home-invasion-p1626-113.htm 

 

11-09-14 Chief: Gunshot reports lead police to scene of 

Meadville murder-suicide (Updated: 9:45 a.m.) 

MEADVILLE -- Neighbors who reported hearing gunshots at 

a city residence alerted police to a Baldwin Street apartment 

early this morning. 

There, they found a woman shot dead and a man still alive 

with a gunshot wound to his head, Meadville Police Chief David 

Stefanucci said. 

When Meadville police officers arrived at 650 1/2 Baldwin 

St. at about 3:20 a.m., they found the glass broken on the 

apartment's entry door, Stefanucci said. Nobilee R. Forro, 30, 

was found dead inside the apartment. She had been shot point-

blank, Stefanucci said. 

Michael D. Trout, 26, who police said shot Forro, was found 

about eight feet from her body. He was rushed by Meadville 

Area Ambulance Service to the Meadville Medical Center, where 

he died, Stefanucci said. 

Police said that there had been a "domestic" incident between 

Forro and Trout, who was a police officer with the Conneaut 

Lake Regional Police Department, earlier this morning. There 

was no other history of domestic incidents involving the couple 

before this morning, Stefanucci said. 

Police have completed their investigation at the apartment 

and released it to its owner, he said 

http://www.goerie.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20110914/NE

WS02/309149894 

 

11-09-14 3 more murders linked to Gunwalker 
Weapons linked to ATF's controversial "Fast and Furious" 

operation have been tied to at least eight violent crimes in 

Mexico including three murders, four kidnappings and an 

attempted homicide.  

According to a letter from U.S. Assistant Attorney General 

Ronald Weich to Rep. Darrell Issa (R-CA) and Sen. Charles 

Grassley (R-Iowa), the disclosed incidents may be only a partial 

list of violent crimes linked to Fast and Furious weapons because 

"ATF has not conducted a comprehensive independent 

investigation." 

When added to the guns found at the murder scene of Border 

Patrol Agent Brian Terry in the U.S., the newly-revealed murders 

in Mexico bring the total number of deaths linked to Fast and 

Furious to four.  

http://spiritnewspapers.com/hell-came-to-port-richmond-mark-lavelle-attacked-in-home-invasion-p1626-113.htm
http://spiritnewspapers.com/hell-came-to-port-richmond-mark-lavelle-attacked-in-home-invasion-p1626-113.htm
http://www.goerie.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20110914/NEWS02/309149894
http://www.goerie.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20110914/NEWS02/309149894
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According to the Justice Department letter: 

One AK-47 type assault rifle purchased by a Fast and Furious 

suspect was recovered Nov. 14, 2009 in Atoyac de Alvarez, 

Mexico after the Mexican military rescued a kidnap victim. 

On July 1, 2010, two AK-47 type assault rifles purchased by 

Fast and Furious suspects were recovered in Sonora, Mexico 

after a shootout between cartels. Two murders were reported in 

the incident using the weapons. 

On July 26, 2010, a giant .50 caliber Barrett rifle purchased 

by a Fast and Furious suspect was recovered in Durango, Mexico 

after apparently having been fired. No further details of the 

incident were given.  

On Aug. 13, 2010, two AK-47 type assault rifles purchased 

by a Fast and Furious target were recovered in Durango, Mexico 

after a confrontation between the Mexican military and an 

"armed group." 

On Nov. 14, 2010, two AK-47 type assault rifles purchased 

by Fast and Furious targets were recovered in Chihuahua, 

Mexico after "the kidnapping of two individuals and the murder 

of a family member of a Mexican public official." Sources tell 

CBS News they believe this is a reference to a case we 

previously reported on: the terrorist kidnapping, torture and 

murder of Mario Gonzalez Rodriguez. Rodriguez was the brother 

of then-attorney general Patricia Gonzalez Rodriguez. The 

terrorists released video of Rodriguez before his death, in 

handcuffs surrounded by hooded gunmen. 

On May 27, 2011, three AK-47 type assault rifles purchased 

by Fast and Furious targets were recovered in Jalisco, Mexico 

after having been fired. No other details of the incident were 

provided, but the date and location match with another incident 

previously reported by CBS News. On May 27 near Jalisto, cartel 

members fired upon a Mexican government helicopter, forcing it 

to make an emergency landing. According to one law 

enforcement source, 29 suspected cartel members were killed in 

the attack. 

http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-31727_162-20106253-

10391695.html 

 

11-09-13 FL Lee County bows to state on gun issue 

Lee County gave up its ability to dictate where weapons with 

legal permits are allowed Tuesday, but the ordinance didn‘t pass 

without some harsh words. 

County commissioners Brian Bigelow and Ray Judah 

dissented in the 3-2 vote. 

Bigelow said he was stunned by a new state law, which takes 

effect Oct. 1. 

―As a citizen, I can post a sign on my front door that says ‗no 

guns allowed.‘ I can use my First Amendment rights. And yet 

this ordinance says that, as a county, we cannot even cut and 

paste legislative law — their words — on a sign,‖ Bigelow said. 

The mandate is trying to use the Second Amendment to 

trump the First Amendment, he said. 

State law has barred local authorities from adopting their own 

gun restrictions since 1987, but it lacked an enforcement 

component.  

The Legislature in May passed a tougher law that penalizes 

local governments that enforce their own gun regulations. 

The law says any local official flouting the Legislature‘s 

authority on this issue may be fined $5,000 and removed from 

office. Cities and counties that enforce their own ordinances can 

be fined $100,000.  

Last year, a Fort Myers attorney sued Lee County, arguing 

that no-firearms signs at local parks violated state law. 

Bigelow went back and forth with staff on repercussions of a 

no vote. 

Because the majority of commissioners passed the new rule, 

the dissenting commissioners will not be subject to state 

disciplinary action, said County Attorney Michael Hunt. 

The Rev. Wayne Robinson of All Faiths Unitarian 

Congregation in Fort Myers was the only public speaker at the 

meeting. 

―This is a wrong being done miles away in Tallahassee,‖ 

Robinson told commissioners. 

Acknowledging that he supports the National Rifle 

Association and Second Amendment rights, Chairman Frank 

Mann said he couldn‘t fathom the Legislature‘s justification for 

exerting its authority in such a fashion, calling it ―zeal and 

paranoia in Tallahassee.‖ 

But he said he had no choice in the matter.  

―I am going to succumb to the gun to my head,‖ Mann said. 

http://www.news-

press.com/article/20110914/NEWS01/110913062/Lee-County-

bows-state-gun-issue 

 

11-09-13 Grizzly shooting pits Idahoans against Uncle Sam 

U.S. prosecutors charge a man who said he was protecting his 

family. State residents and officials are outraged. 

Reporting from Bonners Ferry, Idaho—  

To understand the deep rift over federal regulation of 

endangered species, one only had to sit in the stands of the 

annual 4-H auction at the Boundary County Fairgrounds here last 

month, when 14-year-old Jasmine Hill's handsome pig, Regina, 

went up for sale. 

First, it's important to know the back story: Jasmine's father, 

Jeremy, had been charged by the U.S. Justice Department a few 

weeks earlier with shooting a grizzly bear — a federally 

designated threatened species — 40 yards from the back door of 

the family home at the base of the Selkirk Mountains. 

Plenty of people have been charged with illegally killing 

endangered wolves, bears, caribou and other animals with 

tenuous footholds in the rugged country in places like northern 

Idaho. 

But this was different. Hill, his neighbors said, was protecting 

his home and his family. He was doing what any of them might 

have done. And now a man trying to raise six children out in the 

woods on a backhoe operator's earnings was facing up to a year 

in prison and a $50,000 fine. 

So when Jasmine started shyly prodding her prized pig 

around the arena, Sam Fodge, the owner of a wood-chip mill, 

quickly bought it at $4.50 a pound, or $1,143. Then Fodge said: 

"Give it back. Sell it again." 

The pig sold next to North Idaho Energy Logs. Then Pluid 

Logging. Then Three Mile Cafe. In all, Regina was sold 15 

times, raising a total of $19,588 for Hill's legal defense fund. 

Jasmine hung her head, dumbfounded, in the arena. Jeremy and 

his wife, Rachel, were in tears. 

"Some pig. Some community," Bonners Ferry News 

Publisher Mike Weland wrote the next day, evoking the day in 

the book "Charlotte's Web" when a loyal spider turned a pig into 

the star of the county fair. 

After that, Jeremy Hill won support from Republican Gov. 

C.L. "Butch" Otter, the state's congressional delegation, the 

http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-31727_162-20106253-10391695.html
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-31727_162-20106253-10391695.html
http://www.news-press.com/article/20110914/NEWS01/110913062/Lee-County-bows-state-gun-issue
http://www.news-press.com/article/20110914/NEWS01/110913062/Lee-County-bows-state-gun-issue
http://www.news-press.com/article/20110914/NEWS01/110913062/Lee-County-bows-state-gun-issue
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Boundary County Board of Commissioners and even county 

prosecutor Jack Douglas, who in an extraordinary public 

statement said that seasoned state wildlife investigators looked 

into the case and did not ask him to file charges. 

"Grizzly bears are unpredictable, dangerous predators," 

Douglas said. "In my mind, there's no question that the Hill 

family was likely in danger or that Jeremy, by his actions, did 

what he did in defense of his family and his property." 

Federal officials, however, said Hill violated the Endangered 

Species Act, which allows landowners to shoot one of the 

region's struggling population of grizzlies only if it's directly 

threatening a human life. 

"I well understand that there's a lot of information that's 

already out there.... There are public figures in this state who 

have indicated, based on what they know, they would have made 

a different decision," U.S. Atty. Wendy Olson said in explaining 

the filing of federal criminal charges. But "we have an obligation 

in all cases to make decisions based on the evidence that is 

presented to us in the course of the investigation and based on the 

law as it stands." 

**** 

The conflict between state and federal views of wildlife 

management has played out like a stage drama across Western 

states over the past few decades, with constant disputes over 

logging, mining and grazing. Such battles have a uniquely 

emotional pitch when it comes to efforts to boost populations of 

violent predators such as wolves and grizzlies. 

More than 100,000 grizzlies once roamed the lower 48, but 

there are now fewer than 1,000 in the northern Rockies, on 

barely 1% of their historic range. Wildlife advocates want to 

know: If not the mountains around the Kootenai Valley here, 

where else are the bears of northern Idaho going to go? 

Local residents insist the issue is not the bears, but the law. 

"One of the flaws of the ESA is the premium it places on 

protecting species at the expense of everything else," Otter wrote 

in protesting the charges against Hill. 

To Hill's neighbors at the auction that day, shouting out a bid 

on a pig was a way of drawing a line in the sand. "I told Jeremy 

from the very beginning, this could happen to any one of us. We 

are in this together. We do have your back. And we will support 

you any way we can," said logger Robert Pluid. 

Perhaps nowhere has the reach of the federal law been more 

acutely felt than in Boundary County, which over the years has 

seen its big timber mills close because of a poor timber market 

and tightening federal forest restrictions. In Bonners Ferry, a 

town with 2,540 people and an unemployment rate of 14.5%, 

many residents say economic recovery is impossible in an area 

where the federal government owns 75% of the land. 

Two enormous grizzly recovery areas, made up largely of 

federally owned land, surround Bonners Ferry, and townspeople 

say the protected bears increasingly are wandering out of the 

mountains, killing elk and causing fear. 

The grizzlies are cut off from bigger, healthier populations in 

Glacier and Yellowstone national parks, and state wildlife 

officials estimate there are only 35 to 40 roaming the U.S. side of 

the border in the Selkirk Mountains. An equal number, they say, 

live north of the border and also in the Cabinet Mountains, on the 

east side of the Kootenai Valley. 

Their hold is precarious. Though some bears are making it up 

into Canada, traversing between the Cabinet and Selkirk 

mountains — important for genetic diversity between the two 

bear populations — means crossing a river, perhaps an 

Anheuser-Busch hop farm and U.S. 95. 

"These are what some biologists call the walking dead," 

Louisa Willcox, a senior wildlife advocate for the Natural 

Resources Defense Council, who has long studied the plight of 

America's biggest predator, said of the Selkirk grizzlies. 

"Meaning, if bears stay at these levels and continue to be isolated 

from each other, they're never going to get to recovery." 

***** 

Hill has said he was getting out of the shower on Mother's 

Day in May when his wife spotted a female grizzly and a pair of 

2-year-old juveniles nosing around the pigpen 40 yards outside. 

The two began shouting for their children, who had last been 

seen playing basketball on the opposite side of the house, but got 

no answer. 

While Rachel went to look for the children, Hill picked up his 

gun and went onto the back deck. He leveled the weapon at one 

of the young bears, which was climbing into the pigpen, and 

fired. The other juvenile bear and the sow rushed into the woods 

in fright, while the young bear Hill had shot limped off, and then 

turned and moved back toward the house. 

Hill fired two more shots, deciding it was better to finish the 

bear off than have a wounded animal around the property. He 

immediately notified state fish and game officials. 

The state investigated and turned its findings over to the 

federal Fish and Wildlife Service, which conducted its own 

inquiry. In August, Olson announced the criminal charges. 

Not all of Hill's neighbors rose to his defense. Jerry Pavia, 

who ran for the county commission in 2008 on a conservation 

platform, said many valley residents think people need to work 

harder to accommodate the bears. "I'm proud to live in a place 

where they have endangered species. That's one of the reasons I 

live here, is we have an opportunity to actually see one of these 

animals," he said. 

But others say Hill never should have been threatened with the 

law for defending his family. 

Last week, the U.S. attorney's office in Boise, faced with 

outrage bordering on insurrection in northern Idaho, dropped the 

criminal charges in favor of a citation that will require Hill to pay 

a $1,000 civil fine. 

"The United States attorney's office well understands Mr. Hill 

is a concerned husband and father who wants to protect his 

family," Olson said in a statement. 

The apparent compromise may do little to quiet the wider 

controversy over the Endangered Species Act. 

"People think they have to come in here and save us from 

ourselves. That we're not smart enough to manage this kind of 

area. For crying out loud, we've lived here all of our lives; we 

know what's best for our land," resident Guy Patchen said in an 

interview before the dismissal of the criminal charges. He grew 

up on a ranch at the base of the Selkirks and is now an activist 

with Idaho for Wildlife, which advocates controlling predators to 

preserve other wildlife such as elk and deer. 

Patchen and others say they are no longer willing to allow 

their hometowns to be a recovery zone for predators dear to 

environmentalists who don't have to live with them. 

"Jeremy was protecting his family, his food source and his 

house," Patchen declared. "And I guarantee you, if I kill a grizzly 

bear for the same reason now, I'm not going to tell anybody 

about it." 
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http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/la-na-grizzly-

shot-20110913,0,4880811.story 

 

11-09-13 House Weighs Bill to Make Gun Permits Valid 

Across State Lines 

Lawmakers are considering a House bill that would give 

Americans who hold permits to carry firearms in their home 

states the right to carry their weapons across state lines.  

Although many states have entered into voluntary 

agreements, there is no nationwide framework for honoring 

permits and licenses uniformly. A bipartisan bill, co-authored by 

Reps. Cliff Stearns, R-Fla., and Heath Shuler, D-N.C., aims to 

change that.  

Supporters say the measure would not create a federal 

licensing system, but would require that all states recognize 

lawfully issued permits -- regardless of where they were issued. 

Gun rights advocacy groups say it's the only way to make sure 

that lawful gun owners' Second Amendment rights are 

guaranteed when they travel away from their home states.  

But opponents say the bill tramples on each state's autonomy 

to set the standards legislators believe are necessary to confront 

local problems. Foes also said that the law could allow violent 

offenders to hold on to their weapons.  

Testifying before Congress on Tuesday, Philadelphia Police 

Commissioner Charles Ramsey told the story of Marqus Hill, a 

man whose Pennsylvania gun permit was revoked after he was 

charged with attempted murder.  

"Despite his record, he then used his Florida permit to carry a 

loaded gun in Philadelphia," Ramsey said. "He eventually shot a 

teenager thirteen times in the chest killing him on the street."  

Gun rights advocates say the dire warnings about expanding 

the rights of law-abiding citizens are overblown. Wayne 

LaPierre, executive director of the National Rifle Association, 

said the American public is more interested in self-defense than 

scare tactics. He's also predicting a win for what has been dubbed 

the National Right-to-Carry Reciprocity Act of 2011.  

"It cuts across Democrats, Republicans, liberals, 

conservatives -- even President Obama's base is strongly in favor 

of this legislation," LaPierre said..  

Gun control groups like the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun 

Violence have successfully defeated similar legislation in the 

past, and vow to stop this bill as well. They're aligning with a 

number of elected officials and law enforcement organizations, 

who say this measure would make it even tougher for officers to 

determine which guns are on the streets legally or illegally. 

http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2011/09/13/house-weighs-bill-

to-make-gun-permits-valid-across-state-lines/#ixzz1YQ0r3HhS 

 

11-09-13 ATF Death Watch 81: The Huffington Post Fights 

Back 

Politics is a cesspool. Anyone who thinks elected officials 

and high-level government bureaucrats are interested in anything 

more than their own career protection and advancement just isn‘t 

paying attention. If their lips are moving they‘re paying lip 

service to the beliefs and ideals that [let's face it supposedly] 

underpin America. The legacy media is no better. They really are 

as profoundly biased as the profoundly biased right wing 

commentators say they are. The legacy media, I mean. I guess a 

liberal arts education is a terrible thing to waste. But it‘s their 

reliance on moral relativism that really sticks in my craw. In 

other words, they believe two wrongs makes them right. To wit, 

the Executive Director of the Coalition to Stop Gun Violence and 

Huffington Post columnist Josh Horwitz on the ATF‘s extra-legal 

(i.e. criminal) Operation Fast and Furious . . . 

The National Rifle Association (NRA) remains absolutely 

giddy over U.S. Rep. Darrell Issa‘s (R-CA) aggressive 

investigation of the Department of Justice (DOJ) through the 

House Government Oversight and Reform Committee . . . 

Although we don‘t know all the facts yet, it‘s clear that ―Fast 

and Furious‖ was an ill-conceived and reckless operation — and 

it may have cost lives. It also cost two high-level officials their 

jobs — on August 30, ATF acting director Kenneth Melson and 

U.S. Attorney for Arizona Dennis Burke announced their 

resignations. New leadership can help refocus the agency on its 

mission–preventing all illegal firearms diversion from U.S. gun 

stores and gun shows with zero tolerance. Because this is also 

clear–the 2,000 guns that were allowed to walk in ―Fast and 

Furious‖ represent just a tiny percentage of the high-powered 

firearms that are trafficked from the United States to Mexico in 

the course of a given year. 

I‘d like to see Mr. Horwitz look into the faces of Mr. and 

Mrs. Terry—the parents of the U.S. Border Patrol Agent 

murdered by drug thugs wielding weapons enabled by Operation 

Fast and Furious—and say that he‘s not sure how their son died. 

That despite the hard physical evidence linking the Gunwalker-

linked murder weapons to the crime, he reckons the ATF ―may‖ 

have contributed to their son‘s death. 

I‘d like Horwitz to sit here, at this desk, with me, and click 

through the gruesome gallery of murdered Mexicans who spent 

their last moments on planet earth in abject terror, as Mexican 

cartel members equipped with ATF-enabled weapons mutilated 

their victims‘ bodies. And then tell me the ATF‘s two thousand 

firearms were OK because they were just a ―tiny percentage‖ of 

the U.S. firearms bought by the bad guys. 

I‘d like Horwitz to pause for a moment and consider the fact 

that the Mexican cartels use tens of thousands of firearms, and 

grenades, and machine guns, that somehow ―seeped‖ from 

official U.S. sales to the Calderon government, and the corrupt 

governments throughout Latin America. And then tell me that 

gun control within the United States is a better way to stop the 

killing south of our border than reigning-in the Obama 

administration‘s military exports. 

The truth is the first casualty of war. The only ―truth‖ that 

Horwitz‘ knows is that the gun-grabbing ATF is good and the 

gun rights-protecting NRA is bad. Any facts that don‘t fit this 

template must be spun into oblivion, lest they ruin the narrative. 

The NRA was not satisfied with the resignations of Melson 

and Burke, however, and have their sights set on a bigger target 

— Attorney General Eric Holder. Despite the fact that there is no 

evidence indicating that Holder even knew about ―Fast and 

Furious,‖ the NRA has called on him to resign immediately. 

As pithier pundits than I have pointed out, if Eric Holder 

didn‘t know about Operation Fast and Furious—a government-

sponsored gun smuggling program that violated Mexican 

national sovereignty and contributed to the death of at least two 

U.S. law enforcement officers (not forgetting ICE Agent Jaime 

Zapata)—he should have. 

Reason enough to remove Holder from a postion of power. 

But when you‘re intentionally ignorant, ignorance is a bliss to be 

shared. Promoted in fact. And nothing is more ignorant, more 

morally repulsive and yet more effective at countering the truth 

than moral relativism. 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/la-na-grizzly-shot-20110913,0,4880811.story
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/la-na-grizzly-shot-20110913,0,4880811.story
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2011/09/13/house-weighs-bill-to-make-gun-permits-valid-across-state-lines/#ixzz1YQ0r3HhS
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2011/09/13/house-weighs-bill-to-make-gun-permits-valid-across-state-lines/#ixzz1YQ0r3HhS
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NRA CEO Wayne LaPierre has done an impressive job of 

feigning outrage in his condemnation of the operation, saying, 

―These guns are now, as a result of what [ATF] did, in the hands 

of evil people, and evil people are committing murders and 

crimes with these guns against innocent citizens.‖ In the 

September issue of America‘s 1st Freedom, he referred to ―at 

least 150 Mexican families grieving for loved ones lost because 

of the perfidy of agency ‗leaders‘ wedded to a wacked-out-

scheme.‖ 

The NRA‘s sudden concern about the illegal trafficking of 

guns to dangerous people couldn‘t be more hypocritical. It turns 

out the NRA knows quite a bit about ―wacked-out-schemes‖ that 

allow ―evil people‖ to hurt ―innocent citizens‖ in foreign 

countries. 

Time, space and legal restrictions prevent me from repeating 

Horwitz‘s accusations concerning NRA Board Members Bob 

Brown, Grover Norquist, Oliver North and Roy Innis. Click here 

to peruse the charges on Horwitz‘s new website meetthenra.org. 

For the sake of argument, let‘s simply assume that all of the 

NRA‘s board members are baby killers. Who cares? What 

possible difference does THAT make when it comes to the 

federal government‘s involvement in arming stone cold killers 

south of the border? If there‘s a worse way to pretend to take the 

moral high ground, I can‘t think of one. Not right now. Not after 

this . . . 

Does Wayne LaPierre have pity for the innocent lives lost to 

these evil people in Africa and South America? Or is LaPierre‘s 

outrage reserved only for political and fundraising campaigns 

designed to discredit the agency that enforces America‘s gun 

laws? If LaPierre is serious about stemming the flow of weapons 

to criminals around the world, he had better clean his own house 

first — as opposed to worrying about Eric Holder or anyone else 

at the Justice Department, whose misdeeds pale in comparison to 

those of his own board members. 

Don‘t get me wrong: I‘m a cynical bastard. I understand that 

the NRA is just as agenda-driven as Horwitz and the jack-booted 

thugs the columnist defends with his reprehensible rhetoric. I 

know that all powerful men have skeletons in their closet. 

But I believe that ours is a nation founded on the rule of law, 

with a simple operational principle: no man is above the law. I 

hope and pray that Congress and the court system uncovers and 

punishes the transgressions committed by our government in our 

name. Without fear or favor. 

http://thetruthaboutguns.com/2011/09/robert-farago/atf-death-

watch-81-the-huffington-post-fights-back/ 

 

11-09-12 Miami police chief fired over disobeying orders 

The Miami police chief who in two stormy years on the job 

clashed with the mayor, prosecutors and city manager was fired 

Monday after officials determined he disobeyed orders about 

personnel moves within the department. 

The city commission voted 3-2 to oust Miguel Exposito, who 

had been with the department since 1974 and chief since 

November 2009. A majority agreed that Exposito ignored direct 

orders from the city manager, Johnny Martinez, not to demote or 

take other personnel actions against three top executives at the 

1,100-officer force. 

"I have nothing against the chief," said Commissioner Francis 

Suarez, who voted for the ouster. "This is simply, for me, a 

decision about upholding the character of the city of Miami." 

Exposito's tenure has been marked by criticism over the fatal 

police shootings of seven African-American suspects, which he 

defended as part of a crackdown on high-crime neighborhoods. 

But Exposito could not overcome political spats with Mayor 

Tomas Regalado over raids on video gaming parlors and clashes 

with top Miami prosecutors over questionable cases. 

Ultimately, he was suspended last week for disobeying 

Martinez's orders not to take the personnel actions and for failing 

to do enough to reduce overtime. The suspension led to 

Monday's dismissal vote, which followed a 17-hour hearing 

Friday. 

"The chief has to lead by example. This may have been the 

last straw," said Al Millian, attorney for the city manager. "He's 

willing to circumvent authority to get his way." 

After the vote, Exposito expressed no bitterness and would 

not speculate on his future. 

"I'm going to move forward with my life and my family, and 

that comes first," he told reporters. 

His attorney, Ruben Chavez, noted that crime is down during 

Exposito's tenure and argued that the chief should not simply be 

a puppet of city officials. 

"You might as well put strings on this gentleman and make 

him do what you want," Chavez said. 

The city of Miami is the largest of numerous municipalities 

within Miami-Dade County, most of which have their own 

separate police forces and jurisdiction. The county itself has the 

largest police department and sometimes overlaps with the other 

agencies. 

Although Monday's hearing concerned other matters, hanging 

over the proceeding were the shootings by police of six men and 

one 16-year-old boy between July 2010 and February of this 

year. They occurred after with Exposito doubled the number of 

officers, now over 100, in specialized tactical units targeting 

violent crime in poorer neighborhoods long plagued by drugs and 

gangs. He previously said the units have made hundreds of 

arrests and taken some 1,000 firearms off the streets. 

Commissioner Michelle Spence-Jones, who represents the 

impoverished area known as Liberty City, said many people in 

her district supported removing Exposito by whatever means 

necessary. But she said she voted for his firing only because of 

his refusal to follow orders. 

"It's about doing whatever is right no matter what," she said. 

Most of the commissioners said they did not find that 

Exposito had ignored orders regarding reductions in officer 

overtime but a majority concluded he was insubordinate in taking 

the personnel actions. At one point, Millian even compared the 

situation to President Harry S. Truman's decision to relieve Gen. 

Douglas MacArthur of command during the Korean War. 

"The city manager is the superior officer to the chief," Millian 

said. "He had two choices: obey, or resign. That is professional 

integrity." 

Regalado, who backed Exposito as chief after his 2009 

election as mayor, said the lengthy dispute has been painful for 

Miami but agreed that the firing was necessary. 

"The authority of the city manager over the heads of 

departments should be clear and unquestionable," Regalado said 

in a statement, adding that he plans to introduce a new process 

for dismissing top department heads. 

"Today, we turn the page and leave this ordeal behind us," the 

mayor added. 

http://thetruthaboutguns.com/2011/09/robert-farago/atf-death-watch-81-the-huffington-post-fights-back/
http://thetruthaboutguns.com/2011/09/robert-farago/atf-death-watch-81-the-huffington-post-fights-back/


 

 
Page 60 

The search for a new Miami police chief will begin 

immediately. Exposito took over for John Timoney, a high-

profile police executive who had previously served as chief in 

Philadelphia and the No. 2 slot in the New York Police 

Department. But he resigned shortly after Regalado's election. 

http://northernstar.info/from_ap/nation_world/article_1e8ae812-

3cd4-5ff3-925c-76aa020a8944.html 

 

11-09-11 Retired policeman barred from bringing gun to 

WTC 

NEW YORK — A retired police captain who lost his nephew 

at the World Trade Center says he's "angry" because he wasn't 

allowed to bring a registered firearm to the ceremony. 

Anthony Ottomano says he thought authorities would be 

"grateful for extra help" with security. But his gun was barred. 

So a friend took it somewhere else. 

Ottomano says he volunteered at ground zero after the attack. 

He says he comes back every year, and thinks the site is now 

"beautiful." 

He says he was moved to tears when he found the name of 

his nephew, Michael Stabile. 

Says Ottomano: "I felt like I had a real connection." 

http://online.wsj.com/article/APfff8c41329e2470caef3cbb74146

6102.html?KEYWORDS=firearm 

 

11-09-11 Gun store owner had misgivings about ATF sting 

When federal agents with Operation Fast and Furious told 

Andre Howard to sell weapons to illegal purchasers, he 

complied, but he feared someone would get hurt. Then a border 

agent was shot. 

Reporting from Glendale and Rio Rico, Ariz.—  

In the fall of 2009, ATF agents installed a secret phone line 

and hidden cameras in a ceiling panel and wall at Andre 

Howard's Lone Wolf gun store. They gave him one basic 

instruction: Sell guns to every illegal purchaser who walks 

through the door. 

For 15 months, Howard did as he was told. To customers 

with phony IDs or wads of cash he normally would have turned 

away, he sold pistols, rifles and semiautomatics. He was assured 

by the ATF that they would follow the guns, and that the 

surveillance would lead the agents to the violent Mexican drug 

cartels on the Southwest border. 

When Howard heard nothing about any arrests, he questioned 

the agents. Keep selling, they told him. So hundreds of thousands 

of dollars more in weapons, including .50-caliber sniper rifles, 

walked out of the front door of his store in a Glendale, Ariz., 

strip mall. 

He was making a lot of money. But he also feared somebody 

was going to get hurt. 

"Every passing week, I worried about something like that," he 

said. "I felt horrible and sick." 

Late in the night on Dec. 14, in a canyon west of Rio Rico, Ariz., 

Border Patrol agents came across Mexican bandits preying on 

illegal immigrants. 

According to a Border Patrol "Shooting Incident" report, the 

agents fired two rounds of bean bags from a shotgun. The 

Mexicans returned fire. One agent fired from his sidearm, 

another with his M-4 rifle. 

One of the alleged bandits, Manuel Osorio-Arellanes, a 33-

year-old Mexican from Sinaloa, was wounded in the abdomen 

and legs. Agent Brian Terry — 40, single, a former Marine — 

also went down. "I'm hit!" he cried. 

A fellow agent cradled his friend. "I can't feel my legs," Terry 

said. "I think I'm paralyzed." A bullet had pierced his aorta. Tall 

and nearly 240 pounds, Terry was too heavy to carry. They 

radioed for a helicopter. But Terry was bleeding badly, and he 

died in his colleague's arms. 

The bandits left Osorio-Arellanes behind and escaped across 

the desert, tossing away two AK-47 semiautomatics from 

Howard's store. 

Some 2,000 firearms from the Lone Wolf Trading Company 

store and others in southern Arizona were illegally sold under an 

ATF program called Fast and Furious that allowed "straw 

purchasers" to walk away with the weapons and turn them over 

to criminal traffickers. But the agency's plan to trace the guns to 

the cartels never worked. As the case of the two Lone Wolf AK-

47s tragically illustrates, the ATF, with a limited force of agents, 

did not keep track of them. 

The Department of Justice in Washington said last week that 

one other Fast and Furious firearm turned up at a violent crime 

scene in this country. They have yet to provide any more details. 

They said another 28 Fast and Furious weapons were recovered 

at violent crimes in Mexico. They have not identified those cases 

either. The Mexican government maintains that an undisclosed 

number of Fast and Furious weapons have been found at some 

170 crime scenes in their country. 

*** 

Howard said he does not own a gun, does not hunt, and does 

not belong to the National Rifle Assn. His love is helicopters — 

a former Army pilot, he gives flying lessons. He said he fell into 

the gun-dealing business 21 years ago only to help support his 

career as a flight instructor. Howard spoke to a reporter for the 

first time in depth about why he cooperated with the federal 

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives. 

He said he supported law enforcement, and never imagined a 

thousand weapons, or half of the entire Fast and Furious 

inventory, would "walk" out of his store. And when arrests were 

not forthcoming, "every passing week I was more stunned," he 

said. 

According to a confidential memo written by assistant federal 

prosecutor Emory Hurley, "Mr. Howard had expressed concerns 

about the cooperation he was providing and whether he was 

endangering himself or implicating himself in a criminal 

investigation." 

Other firearms dealers shared his concerns. At the nearby 

Scottsdale Gun Club, the proprietor sent an email to Agent David 

Voth. "I want to help ATF," he said, "but not at the risk of agents' 

safety because I have some very close friends that are U.S. 

Border Patrol agents in southern AZ." 

Howard recalled that a chubby, bald and "very confident" man 

named Jaime Avila walked into the store on Jan. 16, 2010, and 

bought the AK-47s. Under the Fast and Furious protocol, agents 

were supposed to use the video cameras, surveillance, informants 

and law enforcement intelligence to follow the weapons and 

hope they led them to the drug cartels. 

But no agents were watching on the hidden cameras or 

waiting outside to track the firearms when Avila showed up. 

Howard faxed a copy of the sale paperwork to the ATF "after the 

firearms were gone," assuming they would catch up later. They 

never did. 

http://northernstar.info/from_ap/nation_world/article_1e8ae812-3cd4-5ff3-925c-76aa020a8944.html
http://northernstar.info/from_ap/nation_world/article_1e8ae812-3cd4-5ff3-925c-76aa020a8944.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/APfff8c41329e2470caef3cbb741466102.html?KEYWORDS=firearm
http://online.wsj.com/article/APfff8c41329e2470caef3cbb741466102.html?KEYWORDS=firearm
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Between November 2009 and June 2010, according to an 

ATF agent's email to William Newell, then the special agent-in-

charge in Phoenix, Avila walked away with 52 firearms after he 

"paid approximately $48,000 cash. The firearms consisted of FN 

5.7 pistols, 1 Barrett 50 BMG rifle, AK-47 variant rifles, Ruger 

9mm handguns, Colt 38 supers, etc.…" 

Sometime in spring or early summer 2010 — the exact date is 

unknown — U.S. immigration officers reportedly stopped Avila 

at the Arizona border with the two semiautomatics and 30 other 

weapons. According to two sources close to a congressional 

investigation into Fast and Furious, the authorities checked with 

the ATF and were told to release him with the weapons because 

the ATF was still hoping to track the guns to cartel members. 

In Washington, ATF officials declined to comment. In 

Congress, Rep. Darrell Issa (R-Vista), chairman of the House 

investigating committee, and Sen. Charles E. Grassley, the top 

Republican on the Senate Judiciary Committee, asked the Justice 

Department why Avila was not jailed and the guns seized. They 

have yet to receive an answer. 

The two semi-automatics would turn up again, this time at the 

scene of the Terry shooting. According to sources, they were 

hidden in backpacks and stashed in the desert, ready for Mexican 

bandits. 

*** 

When weapons were recovered at the scene of the agent's 

slaying, ATF officials in Phoenix scrambled. "All these ATF 

guys were showing up," one law enforcement official recalled. 

"We were trying to catch suspects and rope up the crime scene, 

and all the ATF guys were saying they needed the serial 

numbers! They needed the serial numbers!" 

Newell wanted an immediate trace on the semiautomatics, 

and that afternoon ATF agents showed up at the Lone Wolf store. 

Howard had heard of Terry's death. "I was scared to death," he 

said. They asked for his paperwork and matched the serial 

numbers. "Both of them were in shock, too," he said. "You could 

tell they were sick." 

A little before 8 that night, the Phoenix ATF field office sent 

out an agency-wide bulletin: The suspect guns were Fast and 

Furious weapons. In Washington the next morning, then-ATF 

Acting Director Kenneth E. Melson prepared to notify the Border 

Patrol. 

Avila was arrested, and initially held just for using a bad 

address on the purchase form. "This way," Voth emailed the ATF 

field office, "we do not divulge our current case [Fast and 

Furious] or the Border Patrol shooting case." 

In a subsequent report for Fast and Furious classified "Law 

Enforcement Sensitive," agents said Avila was buying for a 

Phoenix-based gun trafficking group that hid the weapons in 

vehicle compartments and drove them over the border from 

Arizona and Texas. The trafficking group used cash from drug 

sales to buy the weapons. The AK-47 was their weapon of 

choice, bought after cocaine and methamphetamines warehoused 

in Baja California were shipped north and sold in this country. 

Other Avila weapons from Howard's store wound up at a 

Glendale home and a Phoenix automotive business, both "firearm 

drop locations," according to the ATF report. Still more were 

recovered in Sonora, Mexico, not far from Rio Rico. 

In January, Avila and 19 others were charged in the straw 

purchasing. It was the one and only indictment to come out of 15 

months of Fast and Furious. Asked at the press conference 

touting the charges whether the ATF allowed guns to "walk," 

Newell, the ATF field supervisor, responded, "Hell no!" 

His denial and the agent's death provoked a small group of 

ATF whistle-blowers. They contacted Congress, and 

investigators asked the agency whether Terry was shot by Fast 

and Furious weapons. 

The ATF replied that neither semiautomatic fired the fatal bullet. 

In truth, an FBI ballistics report could not determine whether one 

of the semiautomatics or a third weapon killed Terry. 

Avila pleaded not guilty to the firearms charges, was released 

on bail and has yet to stand trial. Osorio-Arellanes was charged 

in the Terry slaying in May. No other suspects in the slaying 

have been arrested. 

In Glendale, after two decades in business, Howard is 

thinking about closing his Lone Wolf gun store. He also has 

second thoughts about helping law enforcement. 

"Was I betrayed?" he said. "Absolutely yes." 

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-atf-guns-

20110912,0,7611438.story?page=2&track=rss%2F 

 

11-09-09 EXCLUSIVE: Third Gun Linked to 'Fast and 

Furious' Identified at Border Agent's Murder Scene 

A third gun linked to "Operation Fast and Furious" was found 

at the murder scene of Border Patrol Agent Brian Terry, new 

documents obtained exclusively by Fox News suggest, 

contradicting earlier assertions by federal agencies that police 

found only two weapons tied to the federal government's now 

infamous gun interdiction scandal. 

Sources say emails support their contention that the FBI 

concealed evidence to protect a confidential informant. Sources 

close to the Terry case say the FBI informant works inside a 

major Mexican cartel and provided the money to obtain the 

weapons used to kill Terry.  

Unlike the two AK-style assault weapons found at the scene, 

the third weapon could more easily be linked to the informant. 

To prevent that from happening, sources say, the third gun 

"disappeared." 

In addition to the emails obtained by Fox News, an audio 

recording from a Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 

Explosives agent investigating the Terry case seems to confirm 

the existence of a third weapon. In that conversation, the agent 

refers to an "SKS assault rifle out of Texas" found at the Terry 

murder scene south of Tucson. 

The FBI refused to answer a detailed set of questions 

submitted to officials by Fox News. Instead, agency spokesman 

Paul Bresson said, "The Brian Terry investigation is still ongoing 

so I cannot comment." Bresson referred Fox News to court 

records that only identify the two possible murder weapons. 

However, in the hours after Terry was killed on Dec. 14, 

2010, several emails written to top ATF officials suggest 

otherwise. 

In one, an intelligence analyst writes that by 7:45 p.m. -- 

about 21 hours after the shooting -- she had successfully traced 

two weapons at the scene, and is now "researching the trace 

status of firearms recovered earlier today by the FBI." 

In another email, deputy ATF-Phoenix director George 

Gillett asks: "Are those two (AK-47s) in addition to the gun 

already recovered this morning?" 

The two AK-type assault rifles were purchased by Jaime 

Avila from the Lone Wolf Trading Co. outside of Phoenix on 

Jan. 16, 2010. Avila was recruited by his roommate Uriel Patino. 

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-atf-guns-20110912,0,7611438.story?page=2&track=rss%2F
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-atf-guns-20110912,0,7611438.story?page=2&track=rss%2F
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Patino, according to sources, received $70,000 in "seed money" 

from the FBI informant late in 2009 to buy guns for the cartel. 

According to a memo from Assistant U.S. Attorney Emory 

Hurley, who oversaw the operation, Avila began purchasing 

firearms in November 2009, shortly after Patino, who ultimately 

purchased more than 600 guns and became the largest buyer of 

guns in Operation Fast and Furious. 

Months ago, congressional investigators developed 

information that both the FBI and DEA not only knew about the 

failed gun operation, but that they may be complicit in it. House 

Government Reform and Oversight Committee Chairman Darrell 

Issa, R-Calif., and Sen. Charles Grassley, R-Iowa, fired off 

letters in July requesting specific details from FBI director 

Robert Mueller and Drug Enforcement Administration chief 

Michele Leonhart. 

"In recent weeks, we have learned of the possible 

involvement of paid FBI informants in Operation Fast and 

Furious," Issa and Grassley wrote to Mueller. "Specifically, at 

least one individual who is allegedly an FBI informant might 

have been in communication with, and was perhaps even 

conspiring with, at least one suspect whom ATF was 

monitoring." 

Sources say the FBI is using the informants in a national 

security investigation. The men were allegedly debriefed by the 

FBI at a safe house in New Mexico last year.  

Sources say the informants previously worked for the DEA 

and U.S. Marshall's Office but their contracts were terminated 

because the men were "stone-cold killers." The FBI however 

stopped their scheduled deportation because their high ranks 

within the cartel were useful. 

In their July letter, Issa and Grassley asked Mueller if any of 

those informants were ever deported by the DEA or any other 

law enforcement entity and how they were repatriated. 

Asked about the content of the emails, a former federal 

prosecutor who viewed them expressed shock.  

"I have never seen anything like this. I can see the FBI may 

have an informant involved but I can't see them tampering with 

evidence. If this is all accurate, I'm stunned," the former 

prosecutor said. 

―This information confirms what our sources were saying all 

along -- that the FBI was covering up the true circumstances of 

the murder of Brian Terry," added Mike Vanderboegh, an 

authority on the Fast and Furious investigation who runs a 

whistleblower website called Sipsey Street.  

"It also confirms that the FBI was at least as culpable, and 

perhaps more culpable, than the ATF in the (Fast and Furious) 

scandal, and that there was some guiding hand above both these 

agencies (and the other agencies involved) coordinating the 

larger operation," Vanderboegh said. 

Asked about the new evidence, Terry family attorney Pat 

McGroder said, "The family wants answers. They'd like to put 

this to rest and put closure to exactly what happened to Brian." 

http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2011/09/09/exclusive-third-

gun-linked-to-fast-and-furious-identified-at-border-

agents/#ixzz1XrvDhF7D 

 

11-09-08  The Subtle Politics of Suicide Rates 

Elected coroners identify fewer suicides in their counties than 

their appointed counterparts, a new study finds—possible 

evidence of the stigma attached to self-killing, according to the 

authors. For example, relatives can lose insurance money if an 

ambiguous death is ruled a suicide; coroners who aren‘t insulated 

from public opinion may shape their findings accordingly, 

whether consciously or not. 

The researchers looked at death statistics in 2,788 counties, 

nationwide, from 1999 to 2002, as well as Census data from 

2000. (Texas and Minnesota were excluded because their 

methods of determining cause of death are idiosyncratic.) The 

authors also controlled for such factors as unemployment, region, 

gun ownership, religion, and race. 

Elected non-physician coroners reported 11% fewer suicides, 

among women, than medical examiners (who are always 

appointed and who tend to be MDs), and they reported 6% fewer 

suicides among men than medical examiners. Medical examiners 

tend to have more medical training than coroners, but the 

relevant distinction appeared not to be training but the status of 

the office (elected or appointed), the authors said. (Elected 

physician coroners, for example, reported even fewer suicides 

than elected non-physician coroners.) 

Looking at the death statistics overall, the researchers suspect 

that, for men, some suicides are getting classified as car accidents 

or firearm accidents. For women, they suspect the suicides are 

lurking in the categories of car accidents and illness. 

The national trend is toward appointing death investigators, 

which should lead to more accurate statistics in the long run, the 

authors said. 

While the findings were statistically significant, they weren‘t 

large enough to swamp, and therefore invalidate, other statistical 

observations about suicide, the authors said: Gun ownership, 

living in the Mountain states, lacking a job, being unmarried, and 

being white all are factors that carry a higher suicide risk. 

Source: ―The Role of Medico-Legal Systems in Producing 

Geographic Variation in Suicide Rates,‖ Joshua Klugman, 

Gretchen A. Condran, and Matt Wray, presented at the American 

Sociological Association conference (August 

http://blogs.wsj.com/ideas-market/2011/09/08/the-subtle-politics-

of-suicide-rates/?KEYWORDS=firearm 

 

Elderly Mass Korean Vet shoots pair in Revere 

REVERE - A prosecutor and police said an 82-year-old 

Korean War veteran shot and wounded two people who tried to 

break into his home early Wednesday morning and threw a rock 

through one of his front windows. 

Judge James Wexler released Charles Dicino of 8 Calumet St. 

on personal recognizance after Dicino pleaded innocent in 

Chelsea District Court to two counts of armed assault with intent 

to murder, two counts of assault and battery with a dangerous 

weapon and discharging a firearm within 500 feet of a building. 

But Dicino‘s attorney, John Haggerty, said the Revere 

resident was only defending himself. 

―This is the victim here, an 82-year-old man with no criminal 

record. He defended life and property,‖ Dicino‘s attorney, John 

Haggerty, told Wexler. 

But the mother of one of the two people shot by Dicino said 

her son, Joseph Ross, knew Dicino. 

―He watches ball games with him. I‘m sure Charlie didn‘t know 

it was Joey,‖ said Janice Ross. 

In a report filed in court by Revere Police Officer Leo 

MacAskill, Dicino said Evelyn O‘Neil and Ross tried to break in 

to his home but ran away from the house after he called police. 

At 1:35 a.m., the pair returned and Dicino said O‘Neil threw 

a rock through the bay window next to his front door. 

http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2011/09/09/exclusive-third-gun-linked-to-fast-and-furious-identified-at-border-agents/#ixzz1XrvDhF7D
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2011/09/09/exclusive-third-gun-linked-to-fast-and-furious-identified-at-border-agents/#ixzz1XrvDhF7D
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2011/09/09/exclusive-third-gun-linked-to-fast-and-furious-identified-at-border-agents/#ixzz1XrvDhF7D
http://blogs.wsj.com/ideas-market/2011/09/08/the-subtle-politics-of-suicide-rates/?KEYWORDS=firearm
http://blogs.wsj.com/ideas-market/2011/09/08/the-subtle-politics-of-suicide-rates/?KEYWORDS=firearm
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Suffolk Assistant District Attorney Nicholas Brandt stated in 

court that Dicino told police, ―‗I screwed up and shot them.‘ 

Ross said her son is in stable condition at Massachusetts 

General Hospital. Brandt, referring in court to police reports, said 

Ross ran into the 7-11 store two blocks from Calumet with a 

gunshot wound to the chest. 

Brandt described Ross‘ bullet wound and a gunshot to the leg 

sustained by O‘Neil as non life-threatening. Police confiscated a 

.22-caliber bolt-action rifle from Dicino‘s home. 

Dicino, in a police report filed in District Court, told 

detectives he fired the rifle twice. According to the report, he 

fired at the pair from a second-floor window. 

―He explained that he was in fear,‖ the report stated. 

MacAskill‘s report describes O‘Neil, 45, and Ross, 46, as 

homeless. 

Dicino‘s small yellow home is bordered by a while picket 

fence and is located at the end of Calumet, a dead end street of 

North Shore Road, next to a thickly-grown section of marsh 

grass. 

Calumet resident Luis Torres said people hang out in the marsh 

area and drink there. 

MacAskill‘s report states that O‘Neil and Ross ―frequent‖ the 

marshy area but, as of Wednesday, no charges had been filed 

against the pair. 

Dicino appeared in court in a green-and-yellow pullover and 

had difficulty hearing court proceedings several times. He is due 

back in court on Oct. 20 and Brandt said prosecutors are treating 

the charges filed against Dicino seriously. 

―We don‘t live in a place where you can just fire from a 

window. It is fortunate no one died,‖ Brandt said. 

Dicino declined to comment on his way out of court. 

http://itemlive.com/articles/2011/09/08/news/news01.txt 

 

11-09-07 Tests: NY shootout suspect didn't kill bystander 

There also was a .380-caliber bullet found in the door frame 

where Gay was shot. It hasn't been matched with any gun, 

Browne said. 

The shooting capped a recent spike in gun violence, which 

has alarmed Mayor Michael Bloomberg even though shootings in 

the city are down overall this year compared with last year. There 

were 52 shootings for a four-day period starting Friday, including 

three along the parade route Monday afternoon, police said. 

Bloomberg has blamed illegal handguns for the violence and 

has said Washington, D.C., officials must do more to stop the 

sale of them. 

Webster was hospitalized in critical condition Wednesday 

and couldn't be reached for comment. There was no phone 

number associated with his address. 

http://online.wsj.com/article/AP19957789be7e41629de28f27ea0

c6b79.html?KEYWORDS=firearm 

 

11-09-07 Holder Denies Prior Knowledge of 'Fast and 

Furious' 

The head of the U.S. Justice Department launched his 

strongest personal defense yet in the growing furor over 

Operation Fast and Furious, the controversial sting targeting 

Mexican drug cartels and American gunrunners. 

On Wednesday, Attorney General Eric Holder said for the 

first time that not only he but also other higher-ups at the Justice 

Department were not aware of the operation as it was being 

carried out. Holder also suggested politics could be a driving 

force behind Republican lawmakers' forceful inquiries into the 

matter. 

California congressman reacts to new developments in ATF 

scandal 

"The notion that somehow or other this thing reaches into the 

upper levels of the Justice Department is something that. ... I 

don't think is supported by the facts," Holder told reporters at an 

unrelated press conference in Washington. "It's kind of 

something I think certain members of Congress would like to 

see, the notion that somehow or other high-level people in the 

department were involved. As I said, I don't think that is going to 

be shown to be the case -- which doesn't mean that the mistakes 

were not serious." 

A spokeswoman for the Republican leading a congressional 

investigation described Holder's comments as baseless 

"whining," and earlier Wednesday the House Republican himself 

said the issue is about more than who knew what, when. 

"Whenever you talk about human mistakes, you have to say, 

'What was in the system that allowed that human mistake to go 

on and perpetuate itself?'" Rep. Darrell Issa, R-Calif., chairman 

of the House Oversight Committee, said on Fox News Channel. 

At issue is an Arizona operation launched in late 2009 by the 

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, which 

planned to follow gun purchasers in hopes that suspects would 

lead investigators to the heads of Mexican cartels. But hundreds 

of high-powered rifles and other guns ended up in Mexico, and 

many now accuse ATF and the Justice Department of letting the 

guns "walk" even after safety concerns were raised. 

Weapons linked to the program were used in a December 

attack along the Southwest Border that killed U.S. Border Patrol 

Agent Brian Terry. Months later, Issa launched his committee's 

investigation, as the Justice Department's inspector general also 

opened an inquiry, at Holder's direction. 

"Our committee is the Government [Oversight and] Reform 

Committee," Issa said Wednesday. "We are about making sure 

that there is a system to prevent this in the future. When we have 

assurances that system is in place then our job is done." 

But Holder seemed to question whether that is all Issa and 

other Republican critics are after. 

"My hope would be that Congress will conduct an 

investigation that is factually based and not marred with 

politics," Holder said. 

Holder has said repeatedly he was not aware of the operation 

as it was unfolding, and others have said no one at the Justice 

Department in Washington was informed of it, but Issa insists 

Holder at least "should have known." 

"I believe it was his obligation to know, " Issa told Fox News 

in June. "The fact that there was a 'Don't Ask, Don't Tell' policy 

in Eric Holder's office is to say really he wasn't doing his job." 

Holder, however, noted he leads a massive department with 

all sorts of functions and obligations 

"There are an awful lot of things that go on in the Justice 

Department," he said. "There's Operation Fast and Furious, [and] 

I'm sure there's Operation 'Fill In The Blank' going on right now 

that the people here in the department are not aware of." 

Holder said he, as head of the department, has tried to "place 

in the field the responsibility and the discretion for enforcement 

activities," while setting "broad parameters here in the 

department" that he expects to be followed outside of 

Washington. 

http://itemlive.com/articles/2011/09/08/news/news01.txt
http://online.wsj.com/article/AP19957789be7e41629de28f27ea0c6b79.html?KEYWORDS=firearm
http://online.wsj.com/article/AP19957789be7e41629de28f27ea0c6b79.html?KEYWORDS=firearm
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Holder has repeatedly denounced the tactics used in 

Operation Fast and Furious, calling the operation Wednesday a 

"flawed enforcement effort." 

Recently, the man who headed ATF in the midst of it, Ken 

Melson, was reassigned, and U.S. attorney Dennis Burke, who 

oversaw the prosecution of cases coming out of the operation, 

abruptly resigned. 

Nevertheless, at least three men have been charged in 

connection with the murder of agent Terry, though only one is in 

U.S. custody. And the Justice Department recently informed 

lawmakers that cases coming out of Operation Fast and Furious 

will now be led by prosecutors from outside Arizona. 

http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2011/09/07/holder-denies-

prior-knowledge-fast-and-furious/#ixzz1XqoWIGd7 

 

11-09-07  ATF Death Watch 75: ATF-Enabled Indiana 

Guns Went to Chicago Gangs 

I just got off the blower with Brent R. Weil [above] 0f 

Kightlinger and Gray, LLP. The Evansville, Indiana lawyer 

represents the [as yet unnamed] gun store that sold firearms to 

ATF-enabled straw purchasers. ―The ATF told my client to let 

the sales go through,‖ Mr. Weil told TTAG. ―He later told me 

that the guns went to Chicago gangs.‖ In one case, a straw 

purchaser failed to pass the FBI‘s NICS [National Instant Check 

System] background check . . . 

The dealer called an ATF agent in the parking lot; the agent 

told the dealer to let the sale go through. The ATF arrested the 

so-called straw purchaser after he walked out the door. In every 

other instance, however, the ATF did not apprehend the buyers 

immediately after purchase. 

In one case, a buyer and his associate left the store and 

smashed their vehicle into a police car on their way out. 

(Seriously.) The driver was charged with the traffic incident, but 

allowed to keep the guns and proceed. Whether or not the ATF 

kept tabs on the guns after that, or if guns were used in 

subsequent crimes, is unknown. 

Mr. Weil also threw some cold water on the theory that 

Mexican cartel members in Indiana purchased the guns with the 

ATF‘s blessing as part of an anti-Los Zetas quid pro quo. ―The 

buyers were black and caucasian,‖ Weil said. Also, the gun store 

in question initiated the contact with the ATF. 

The new information doesn‘t rule out the possibility that the 

Indiana gun store ―sting‖ involved criminals affiliated with the 

Sinaloa or La Familia cartels (whom the ATF armed during 

Operation Fast and Furious). But that possibility seems a whole 

lot less likely 

Nonetheless, the Indiana intel reveals that the ATF was 

allowing known criminals to purchase firearms. The crucial 

question: did they lose track of the guns accidentally on purpose, 

as they did during Operation Fast and Furious? 

And if the guns purchased in Evansville ended up in The 

Windy City, the ATF‘s heir apparent—Chi-town Bureau Chief 

Andrew Traver—must have known about the policy. What did 

Andy know and when did he know it? 

As Ralph points out below, we‘re still left wondering about 

the scope, scale and final destination of all ATF-enabled 

firearms. How many vicious thugs bought firearms with the 

ATF‘s help? How many of those were recovered and/or 

recovered from crime scenes? 

Meanwhile, rumors are swirling that the Carson City killer 

used an ATF-enabled AK-47 during his murderous rampage. The 

attacker, Eduardo Sencion, was Mexican-born (with an American 

passport) with no criminal record. 

There‘s no firm evidence establishing linking Sencion with 

the ATF. The fact that anyone would even think of that 

possibility reveals the corrosive effect of the ATF on the public‘s 

respect for the federal government and the primacy of the rule of 

law. It‘s yet another reason to deep-six the ATF—after we find 

out what they‘ve been doing with our tax money 

http://thetruthaboutguns.com/2011/09/robert-farago/atf-death-

watch-75-atf-enabled-indiana-guns-went-to-chicago-gangs/ 

 

11-09-06 Bloomberg blames guns for violence after parade 

NEW YORK (AP) — Mayor Michael Bloomberg on 

Tuesday blamed illegal handguns for a shooting that killed three 

people and wounded two police officers a few blocks from the 

route of the annual West Indian Day Parade in Brooklyn, saying 

federal officials have not had the "courage" to take steps to 

control gun use. 

Bullet fragments hit one police officer in the left arm and 

chest Monday night. He was hospitalized but was expected to 

survive. Another officer was grazed by a bullet. Two shooters 

were killed along with a bystander, 56-year-old Denise Gay, who 

was shot while sitting on a stoop with her daughter nearby just 

two doors down from the exchange of gunfire. 

Bloomberg said Gay's death was "a senseless murder, and 

another painful reminder I think of what happens when elected 

officials in Washington fail to take the problem of illegal guns 

seriously." 

Police Commissioner Raymond Kelly said the gunman who 

killed Gay had an extensive criminal history, including criminal 

possession of a firearm and assault and drug charges. 

"This is a national problem requiring national leadership," 

Bloomberg said, "but at the moment neither end of Pennsylvania 

Avenue has had the courage to take basic steps that would save 

lives." 

The gunshots rang out just after 9 p.m. Monday in Brooklyn's 

Crown Heights neighborhood after the hours-long parade, which 

also was marred by fatal shootings in 2003 and 2005. Post-

parade parties are common, but police wouldn't say if Monday's 

fatal shooting was related to the parade. 

The shootings started as an exchange between two armed 

men, and when officers who had been assigned to parade duties 

arrived at the scene, they were fired upon and returned fire, 

police said. 

Witnesses said the shooting went on for at least 30 seconds. 

Thomas Kaminsky, who lives near where the shootings occurred, 

said it sounded like machine-gun fire outside his building. 

Earlier Monday, as revelers filled the streets in colorful 

costumes during the parade, gun violence brought the festivities 

to a stop in spots, scattering the panicked crowd. Police said four 

people were shot and wounded along the parade route and a 15-

year-old boy was grazed by a bullet nearby. 

A City Council member was briefly detained after getting 

into a confrontation with police after the parade. 

On Tuesday, residents said the area of Crown Heights where 

the woman was fatally shot on her stoop is normally safe. 

"This is a good neighborhood; this is not normal here," said 

Dennis McGreevy, 44, who said he heard about the violence 

while he was at a nearby bar Monday. 

The neighborhood of mostly three- or four-story brick and 

limestone buildings is a few blocks from the parade route in a 

http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2011/09/07/holder-denies-prior-knowledge-fast-and-furious/#ixzz1XqoWIGd7
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2011/09/07/holder-denies-prior-knowledge-fast-and-furious/#ixzz1XqoWIGd7
http://thetruthaboutguns.com/2011/09/robert-farago/atf-death-watch-75-atf-enabled-indiana-guns-went-to-chicago-gangs/
http://thetruthaboutguns.com/2011/09/robert-farago/atf-death-watch-75-atf-enabled-indiana-guns-went-to-chicago-gangs/
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rapidly changing area of Crown Heights that boasts organic 

grocery stores and hip coffee shops along with West Indian 

businesses. 

The holiday weekend was particularly violent and included a 

Sunday shooting in the Bronx in which eight people, including 

children, were wounded. Four other people were shot, one 

fatally, in the East Flatbush section of Brooklyn early Monday. 

The upcoming 10th anniversary of the Sept. 11 terror attacks 

and holiday weekend violence had put the city "on heightened 

alert," Kelly said before the parade stepped off. 

Police helicopters hovered overhead during the parade, and 

officers on scooters and on foot patrolled the surrounding blocks. 

Bloomberg held a news conference early Tuesday morning at 

Brooklyn's Brookdale University Hospital where Officer Omar 

Medina, 36, was in stable condition and being treated for 

shrapnel wounds to his left arm, chest and calf, according to an 

NYPD spokeswoman. 

Officer Avichaim Dicken, whose arm was grazed, was at 

New York Methodist Hospital, also in stable condition, 

according to the department. 

Bloomberg said he and Kelly had been discussing the 

problem of illegal guns on Monday morning and how there is an 

urgent need for federal action. 

He said New York City has had four of its safest years 

"because we have taken unprecedented steps to stem the flow of 

illegal guns onto our streets. But we cannot do it alone." 

Before the violence Monday, the parade thundered down a 

Brooklyn thoroughfare with its usual colorful, musical energy. 

The annual Labor Day parade celebrates the culture of the 

Caribbean islands and is one of the city's largest outdoors events. 

Modeled on traditional Carnival festivities, it features dancers 

wearing enormous feathered costumes, music and plenty of food. 

http://www.myconsolidated.net/news/read.php?id=18619805&ps

=1011&cat=&cps=0&lang=en&src=email 

 

11-09-06 Mexico says US man smuggled grenade parts 

Police have arrested a U.S. man for smuggling American 

grenade parts into Mexico for use by the Sinaloa cartel, and a 

U.S. official said the case has now been included in 

investigations into flawed law enforcement operations aimed at 

gun-trafficking networks on the Mexican border. 

The arrest of a man who Mexican police identified as Jean 

Baptiste Kingery has provided details on a network that allegedly 

supplied hundreds of hand grenades to Mexico's powerful 

Sinaloa cartel. Such grenades have been blamed in the injuries or 

deaths of dozens of civilians in Mexico, where grenades have 

been tossed into public squares, streets, bars and nightclubs. 

A U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 

operation, known as Fast and Furious, was designed to track 

small-time gun buyers at several Phoenix-area gun shops up the 

chain to make cases against major weapons traffickers. But a 

congressional investigation says ATF agents of lost track of 

about 1,400 of the more than 2,000 guns whose purchase they 

had watched. 

In Washington D.C., Justice Department spokeswoman Tracy 

Schmaler said the department's inspector general has expanded 

that investigation to include the Kingery case. 

"The department is aware of concerns raised" about the 

Kingery case "and has been looking into it," said Schmaler. "We 

have notified Congress about this operation and offered to brief 

them on it." 

Schmaler did not say specifically why the greande-smuggling 

case was being investigated, but the Wall Street Journal reported 

that Kingery had been detained in Arizona in June 2010 and then 

released, purportedly because officials wanted to use him as an 

informant or in a sting operation. 

The ATF refused to confirm that report. ATF spokesman 

Drew Wade said "we can't confirm or deny the existence of an 

ongoing criminal investigation." 

Mexico's Attorney General's Office said Kingery had been 

the subject of "a bilateral investigation" between Mexico, the 

U.S. government and the ATF. 

The office said Kingery, 40, allegedly bought weapons parts 

and grenade casings in U.S. stores and even over the Internet, 

and smuggled them into Mexico through the border city of 

Mexicali. 

The office said Kingery was arrested late last week in the 

Pacific Coast city of Mazatlan, in Sinaloa state, in a raid on a 

house where five guns were found. He is being held under a form 

of house arrest. 

Police also raided five other homes, and found what appeared 

to have been facilities for assembling grenades, including 

gunpowder and grenade triggers, pins and caps. 

In April, two men were arrested with 192 grenade casings in 

Baja California, the state where Mexicali is located. They told 

police they were part of the grenade smuggling ring, and that led 

to the detention of another American man, who led police to 

Kingery, prosecutors said. 

The U.S. Embassy in Mexico City would not confirm the 

man's name, hometown or nationality, citing privacy concerns. 

Mexican drug cartels have frequently used hand grenades in 

battles with police and soldiers, and occasionally against 

civilians. 

A cartel-related grenade attack in the western city of Morelia 

killed eight people during the 2008 independence celebrations, 

when suspects tossed grenades into the city's crowded main 

square. 

On Aug. 14, gunmen tossed a grenade onto a busy tourist 

boulevard in the Gulf Coast city of Veracruz, killing a man and 

seriously wounding his wife and their two young children. 

http://northernstar.info/from_ap/nation_world/article_ac2d90bc-

cc20-5f4b-8b55-d3472f265879.html 

 

11-09-06 Pennsylvania College Student With License to 

Carry Firearm Exchanges Gunfire With Alleged Robber 

A Philadelphia college student with a permit to carry a 

firearm off-campus exchanged gunfire Monday with a teen 

accused of trying to rob him.  

Authorities say 21-year-old Temple University student 

Robert Eells had a license to carry the weapon and will not face 

any charges in the incident, MyFoxPhilly.com reports.  

Police have charged the 15-year-old suspect, but say they are 

still determining just what happened in the double-shooting north 

of the city campus.  

The suspect allegedly tried to rob Eels in front of his off-

campus house in an early-morning encounter Monday. When 

Eels refused to give the teen money, the suspect started shooting, 

authorities said. Eels, who was shot in the stomach, fired back, 

hitting the teen in the chest and leg, the Philadelphia Daily News 

reports.  

School officials say Eells, of Doylestown, Pa., is recovering 

at Temple University Hospital. 

http://www.myconsolidated.net/news/read.php?id=18619805&ps=1011&cat=&cps=0&lang=en&src=email
http://www.myconsolidated.net/news/read.php?id=18619805&ps=1011&cat=&cps=0&lang=en&src=email
http://northernstar.info/from_ap/nation_world/article_ac2d90bc-cc20-5f4b-8b55-d3472f265879.html
http://northernstar.info/from_ap/nation_world/article_ac2d90bc-cc20-5f4b-8b55-d3472f265879.html
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Authorities say the teen is in custody at the hospital. 

Officers, meanwhile, are looking for two alleged accomplices 

to the botched robbery.  

Students are not allowed to carry firearms on the campus of 

Temple University, a school spokesman told the newspaper.  

http://www.foxnews.com/us/2011/09/06/pa-college-student-with-

gun-permit-exchanges-fire-with-alleged-robber/#ixzz1XryiOdh4 
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