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Founding Fathers: 

"[N]either the wisest constitution nor the wisest laws will secure the liberty and happiness of a people whose manners are universally 

corrupt." -- Samuel Adams, essay in The Public Advertiser, 1749 
 

 

New fury surrounds `Fast and 

Furious' 
by Gun Week staff 

The US Attorney's office in Phoenix, AZ, that was 

deeply involved in launching and maintaining 

Operation Fast and Furious has opposed a move by 

the family of a slain Border Patrol agent to be 

considered "crime victims," a move that has created 

new outrage in the gun rights community. 

US Attorney Dennis Burke, according to a legal 

expert interviewed by Fox News, might have a 

conflict because his office was heavily involved in the 

botched gun trafficking sting operation mounted by 

the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 

Explosives (ATF). That now-defunct operation is 

under investigation by Congress and also by the 

Department of Justice Inspector General. 

The motion was filed on behalf of agent Brian 

Terry's parents, Kent and Josephine Terry. Such 

motions are reportedly "routinely approved" by 

prosecutors. The Terrys sought the court's approval to 

intervene in the federal prosecution of Jaime Avila, 

who purchased the two rifles recovered at the scene of 

Terry's murder last December. Avila is among 20 

suspects indicted earlier this year by Burke's office in 

the Operation Fast and Furious investigation. 

Burke opposes their entry as victims in the case, 

arguing that they are not victims as defined under the 

federal Crime Victim Rights Act (CVRA). Instead, he 

contends, the victim in the Terry case is "society in 

general." Burke also said that Brian Terry was 

"undeniably a murder victim," but that he is "not a 

victim of Defendant Avila's firearm offenses as the 

CVRA defines `victim'." 

National Gun Rights Examiner David Codrea 

broke the story about Burke's opposition, recalling 

that the US Attorney was formerly chief of staff for 

Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano. 

The Terry family testified before Congressman 

Darrell Issa's House Committee on Oversight and 

Government Reform in early June. They revealed 

what appeared like complete indifference by the 

Justice Department to their requests for information 

about how Brian Terry died and the circumstances 

surrounding his murder. 

Fox News interviewed Kendall Coffey, former US 

Attorney in Florida and now a "prominent litigator," 

about Burke's controversial move. Coffey was quoted 

stating that "government leaders responsible for the 

tragic mistakes of Operation Fast and Furious have a 

lot of explaining to do before Congress. But at the 

same time, they still have a duty under federal law to 

give answers, to consult and extend respect to the 

family." He further suggested that Burke is in a tough 

legal position. 

"The government's already been put on notice that 

they might be facing a wrongful death action by the 

family," Coffey told Fox News. "And you have to 

wonder if the government's efforts to deny the family 

the status of 'crime victims' is part of a strategy to 

avoid legal responsibility for some of the tragic 

mistakes of Operation Fast and Furious." 

Independent blogger Mike Vanderboegh, who, 

along with Codrea, originally uncovered the Fast and 

Furious scandal, called Burke's opposition to the Terry 

family's motion "the banality of evil." 

According to Fox News, Burke and Assistant US 

Attorney Emory Hurley will be called to testify this 

month before Issa's committee as the congressman 
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renews his investigation of the Fast and Furious 

debacle. Hurley reportedly managed the Fast and 

Furious operation for the US Attorney's office, 

although it was conducted by the ATF. 

The Justice Department may now become the focus 

of Issa's investigation. The Los Angeles Times 

reported that e-mails, memos and other documents, 

including sworn depositions, point to that agency as 

having "provided the initial impetus for what became 

Fast and Furious." 

Yet Attorney General Eric Holder has repeatedly 

insisted that he did not approve the operation and that 

he only became aware of it in early spring 2011 after 

media reports revealed the trouble. This is a position 

that has been disputed by Iowa Sen. Charles Grassley, 

who said in an interview that he personally handed 

Holder copies of two letters he sent to Acting ATF 

Director Kenneth Melson in late January that inquired 

about Fast and Furious, and its umbrella operation, 

Project Gunrunner. 

Meanwhile, the Los Angeles Times reported in 

early August that just a few months into Operation 

Fast and Furious, an agency official called for a 

strategy to shut down the program aimed at following 

guns into the hands of Mexican drug cartels. 

In March 2010, the No. 2 man at the ATF was 

deeply worried. His agents had lost track of hundreds 

of firearms. Some of the guns, supposed to have been 

tracked to Mexican drug cartels, were lost right after 

they cleared the gun stores. 

Five months into Fast and Furious, no indictments 

had been announced and no charges were immediately 

expected. Worse, the weapons had turned up at crime 

scenes in Mexico and the ATF official was worried 

that someone in the United States could be hurt next. 

Acting Deputy Director William Hoover called an 

emergency meeting and said he wanted an "exit 

strategy" to shut down the program. ATF for decades 

had dedicated itself to stopping illegal gun-trafficking 

of any kind, the newspaper reported, but said it now 

was allowing illegal gun purchases on the Southwest 

border and letting weapons "walk" unchecked into 

Mexico. 

But those at the meeting, which included a Justice 

Department official, did not want to stop the illegal 

gun sales "until they had something to show for their 

efforts." 

By January 2010, agents with the Organized Crime 

Drug Enforcement Task Force run by the Justice 

Department were brought in to help. The manpower 

included investigators from the Homeland Security 

Department, the Internal Revenue Service and the 

Drug Enforcement Administration. 

But the ATF, which apparently didn't have the 

resources to follow so many guns, soon lost track of 

many of them. And when they did follow them to the 

next level, the buyers of the guns often turned out to 

be Mexicans living legally in the US and not cartel 

honchos. 

It would seem that after Terry was killed on Dec. 

14, 2010, and two of the three evidence guns were 

found to be from the Fast and Furious operation, the 

operation continued for several weeks into 2011. 

That's apparently when some unhappy ATF staffers 

first started talking to Congress. The New GUN WEEK, 

September 1, 2011 

 

Lawsuits filed against ATF long gun reporting 

demands 

Miffed by the Obama administration's new 

requirement that federally-licensed firearms dealers in 

four southwest states report multiple purchases of 

semiautomatic rifles with detachable magazines, two 

lawsuits have been filed in federal court against the 

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 

(ATF). 

One lawsuit has been filed by the National 

Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF), based in 

Newtown, CT, and the other by J&G Sales in Prescott, 

AZ. The J&G lawsuit was joined by the National Rifle 

Association (NRA). Both legal actions were filed in 

the District of Columbia. 

NSSF Senior Vice President and General Counsel 

Lawrence G. Keane said the ATF demand letter to 

some 8,500 federally-licensed firearms dealers in 

Texas, New Mexico, Arizona and California 

constitutes a "slippery slope" scenario. He contends 

that if ATF can alter the reporting requirements 

simply by sending a demand letter, then there is "no 

record or report ATF cannot require" anywhere in the 

country, according to an NSSF press release. 

"At the time Congress authorized the reporting of 

multiple sales of handguns," Keane stated, "it could 

have required it for the sale of long guns, but it did 

not. Acting ATF Director Ken Melson himself has 

questioned ATF's legal authority to impose this new 

requirement." 

Meanwhile, according to the J&G Sales website, 

"The BATF and Department of Justice has made this 

demand with no Congressional authorization." 

The new regulation, scheduled to take effect Aug. 

14, only applies to firearms dealers in the four 

http://www.gunweek.com/
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Southwest states. It requires retailers to record the 

names and addresses of all multiple gun purchasers 

who buy more than one semiautomatic rifle over .22 

caliber with a detachable magazine during any five-

day business period. There is a new ATF form that 

must be completed and returned to the ATF. 

In an interview with NRA News, attorney Stephen 

Halbrook questioned what would be done with the 

information that ATF is gathering with this new 

requirement. He also contended that this new 

regulation is an invasion of gunowner privacy. 

"This is like a tendency of law enforcement to 

make everybody a suspect instead of zeroing in," 

Halbrook said. 

The ATF issued a new Form 3310.12 that dealers 

must use in order to make the multiple sales reports. 

Keane suggested via e-mail to Gun Week that the 

two lawsuits will probably end up before the same 

judge. The New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2011 

 

NV sheriffs, chiefs delay decision on key CCW 

reform 

During its annual meeting last month, the Nevada 

Sheriffs and Chiefs Association tabled a motion that 

would have authorized the group's representatives to 

send a letter to the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 

Firearms and Explosives (ATF) asking them to re-

instate the instant background check exemption for 

Nevada concealed carry weapons permit holders. 

During the 2011 legislative session, the Nevada 

legislature passed a measure that requires a 

background check on CCW permit renewals in order 

to satisfy ATF requirements for new handgun 

purchases. Gov. Brian Sandoval signed the measure in 

June. 

However, if the formal letter from the Nevada 

Sheriffs and Chiefs Association to ATF requesting the 

re-instatement of the NICS exemption is not sent 

soon, Nevada's CCW permit holders are subject to 

months of additional background check fees on 

firearm purchases. The New GUN WEEK, September 1, 

2011 

 

Key Bay State lawmaker filing pro-gun measure 

Assistant Minority Leader George N. Peterson Jr 

was expected to file legislation in Massachusetts on 

Aug. 12 designed to repeal the state's ban on so-called 

assault weapons. 

While not yet numbered in the Bay State 

legislature, the measure would be titled "An Act to 

Repeal the Ban on Modern Sporting Arms," and 

would clarify state law with respect to the firearms 

and magazines that have been legally possessed in 

other states for almost seven years. The New GUN WEEK, 

September 1, 2011 

 

Gun Owners Action League 

(GOAL) of Massachusetts and the National Rifle 

Association (NRA) are urging members to contact and 

educate their state representatives to garner co-

sponsors for the measure. 

In May of 2011 an unsigned and undated 

"Advisory Letter" was sent out by the Executive 

Office of Public Safety and Security (EOPS) 

regarding certain arms and feeding devices. Virtually 

everything in the letter was factually incorrect and has 

caused very serious legal concerns among firearm 

retailers and licensed citizens and even law 

enforcement officers. 

GOAL says it is not aware of any regulations or 

court rulings restricting those arms, but because of the 

advisory EOPS letter, law enforcement officers are 

concerned they may face up to ten years in prison for 

potential violation of the law. The New GUN WEEK, 

September 1, 2011 

 

Activists raise alarms over FBI `profiling' alert 

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

They began showing up from Buffalo, NY, to 

Bellevue, WA, and the reaction from gun rights 

activists across the landscape has been almost entirely 

negative; copies of a memo from the Federal Bureau 

of Investigation asking surplus and firearms retailers 

to observe, identify and keep a record of people 

purchasing certain items that include firearms 

accessories. 

Retailers got them in Colorado, and postings on 

several Internet forums indicate that distribution was 

widespread, and not limited to firearms dealers or the 

operators of surplus stores. Also targeted were feed 

and fertilizer stores, hotels and motels. According to 

World Net Daily (WND), the one-page flyers started 

appearing days after the Obama administration 

announced a new "community-based" approach to 

fighting terrorism. 

But what kind of terrorism? According to WND, 

included in the mix are "neoNazis and other anti-

Semitic hate groups, racial supremacists, and 

international and domestic terrorist groups." 

However, many gun rights advocates did not see it 

quite that way. 

http://www.gunweek.com/
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The flyer asks retailers to keep a log when people 

make bulk purchases of the following: weatherproofed 

ammunition or match containers; meals ready to eat; 

night vision devices; night flashlights; gas masks; 

high capacity magazines, and bi-pods or tri-pods for 

rifles 

A red flag was raised over "high capacity 

magazines," which are commonly used with modern 

sport-utility rifles that are typically look-alikes for 

military firearms. Likewise, varmint and predator 

hunters, and long-range big game hunters commonly 

have bipods mounted on their rifles. 

Sentiments were perhaps best represented by 

firearms dealer John Krull, proprietor at JC Guns in 

Tonawanda, NY, who told Gun Week, "I personally 

know most of my customers. It seems that the 

government has their own system of profiling of 

gunowners and their 'terrorist activities'." 

Krull also noted that, like himself, his customers do 

not believe the government has any business snooping 

into their recreational pursuits, or their preparedness. 

"Many of my customers, as well as myself," he 

explained, "perform the behavioral activities just 

because we like to maintain some privacy in our lives, 

or not let the wife know that we just bought another 

gun. We dealers abide by the laws, rules and 

regulations that we are presented, but we don't have to 

like it." 

The flyer also asks retailers to do the following, 

which many in the gun rights community thought to 

be "over the top:" require valid ID from all new 

customers; keep records of purchases; talk to 

customers, ask questions, and listen to and observe 

their responses; watch for people and actions that are 

out of place; make note of suspicious statements, 

people, and /or vehicles, and if something seems 

wrong, notify authorities. The New GUN WEEK, 

September 1, 2011 

 

Relationship probably finished 

There will definitely be no "shotgun wedding" for 

a 29-year-old Hobart, IN, man, because when he 

proposed marriage to his girlfriend, and she turned 

down his proposal, he cut loose at her with a shotgun. 

According to NWI.com, Robert Allen Kleman III 

has been charged with three counts of criminal 

recklessness in Lake Superior Court. The news service 

report of the July 17 incident contained some 

interesting facts. 

When police first arrived at Kleman's place to 

check out reports of shots fired, our hero claimed that 

the shooting was an accident caused by a pal, who 

was a member of a local biker gang. That story lost 

traction fast when the girlfriend told her side of the 

story. 

Seems he just got mad when she rejected his 

marriage proposal. He pulled out the shotgun and 

fired over her head a few times. The New GUN WEEK, 

September 1, 2011 

 

Takes more than a bandage 

From the "This'll hurt you more than it does us" 

file comes the story out of Chandler, AZ, about 27-

year-old Joshua Seto, who learned in the hardest way 

possible to pack a pistol in a holster, not in the 

waistband of your trousers. 

According to AZ Central, Seto was with his fiancée 

as the two were heading for a store to get some 

refreshments, and he jammed her pink pistol into the 

front of his pants. The gun went off, and you don't 

need much imagination to figure out where the bullet 

went. 

Not only did the projectile puncture his plumbing, 

it continued into his thigh. There was a considerable 

loss of blood. 

When Seto's fiancee, identified as Cara 

Christopher, called 911 for help, according to the 

newspaper, the dispatchers offered this sage advice: 

Apply direct pressure to the wound with a T-shirt or 

dry towel and try not to look at the wound. But she 

did look at it, and told them that it was "pretty bad." 

Oh, you think? 

Adding insult to injury, a local police detective told 

the newspaper that Seto may face charges. Gun Week 

is at a loss trying to figure out what punishment could 

be worse than he already suffered. The New GUN WEEK, 

September 1, 2011 

 

Armed citizen nabs suspect 

From the "That's why they call it dope" file comes 

the story out of Skyway, an unincorporated 

community in King County, WA, involving two guys 

immersed in what appears to be a drug deal gone very 

bad, and a courageous armed citizen who intervened 

and held one man at gunpoint after he shot the other 

man. 

Hailed for his quick action was Jeffrey Fletcher, 

who just happened to be getting money out of an 

ATM machine when shooting broke out between 

Jarvais Steven Warren and Richard Breazeale in a 

parking lot behind the bank. The Aug. 6 incident 

made headlines because Fletcher, the son of a retired 

http://www.gunweek.com/
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Seattle police officer, happened to have his dad's old 

handcuffs, and he used them to detain Warren after 

stopping him at gunpoint as he ran from the scene. 

Warren, now facing charges of first-degree assault, 

told investigators from the King County Sheriff's 

Office that he had purchased some heroin earlier in 

the day from Breazeale. When he used the drug, he 

became nauseated, so he tracked down Breazeale. 

When the two men began arguing, Warren pulled a 

.22-caliber Browning semi-auto pistol and emptied the 

magazine, hitting Breazeale at least four times. None 

of the wounds were life-threatening, however. 

When Warren's pistol was empty, he started to run, 

and that's when he came face-to-face with Fletcher, 

who was armed with a .40-caliber Glock pistol. 

Fletcher fired one round at Warren but missed, and 

then ordered him to the ground. At that point, 

remembering he had his father's handcuffs, he locked 

them around the gunman's wrists and waited for 

deputies to arrive. At some point during the 

confrontation, sources say Warren soiled his trousers. 

Fletcher downplayed the incident when he was 

interviewed by a local television station. A former 

security guard, he had experience with handcuffs. The 

New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2011 

 

 
 

Right to bear arms lessons available on TV, news 

media 

by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor 

Just before the tsunami of rioting, violence and 

arson hit London, and as the struggle for freedom 

continued to escalate in Syria and Libya, I happened 

to watch a television rerun of a 1930s movie version 

of Charles Dickens' 19th century classic novel about 

the French Revolution titled "The Tale of Two Cities." 

I was struck by the lesson the book, which might 

still be read in some schools or colleges, and the 

movie, available at least on cable TV, should have 

provided us about the importance of the right of 

average citizens to keep and bear arms. 

History is supposed to teach us something, but 

there are many people who never really learn. 

Just a few years after the American people, with 

the help of some foreign volunteers, had taken up 

arms against the most powerful government and army 

of that period, average French citizens were inspired 

and driven to overthrow an oppressive{ system of 

government. The problem was the people of France 

had few arms, most of which were primitive farm 

implements. When they finally stormed the Bastille 

they were about to fail, until some of the trained 

French soldiers joined their fight, equipped with 

"modern" military arms. 

In Dickens' version of history, it is noteworthy that 

the monarchists, to preserve their regime, had brought 

in borrowed German mercenary troops who would 

have no political, cultural or familial connection that 

would prevent them from confronting and killing the 

French people. 

I was further reminded of the 21st century parallel 

when I saw news reports from Libya indicating that 

the Qaddafi regime was using mercenary troops from 

neighboring Chad to fight and kill the Libyan people 

who have been fighting to overthrow his dictatorship. 

Other news stories reported that while the Libyan 

people struggled to take control of their own country 

with common military and sporting small arms, the 

most important assistance and support they received 

from other countries came in the form of modern 

artillery, machineguns, rockets and communications 

equipment—not to mention some aerial support. 

Needless to say, a single-shot, double barrel or 

even modern semi-auto or pump shotgun might be 

useful against rioters but modern, high capacity semi-

autos are more useful against a mob, or an oppressive 

government. 

In my column in the last issue, I likened unarmed 

people to sheep who are easily sheared or butchered 

by tyrannical governments. 

Just a few days later I read a foreign news report 

from Syria, where another dictatorship that has ruled 

that Middle Eastern country for over 40 years, is now 

systematically killing dissident citizens with the latest 

military weaponry. Ironically, one of the survivors of 

that government's oppression and political cleansing 

was reported as saying "the government is killing us 

like sheep." 

That's a stunning way to have your thesis 

confirmed! 

Now, widespread recent rioting, arson and looting 

across London provides another lesson on why 

civilized societies should guarantee their citizens the 

right to personal self-protection and the tools to make 

it possible. 

Rioting that reportedly began over the recent police 

shooting of a man exploded into anarchy, leaving 

British citizens stunned and fearful. People have been 

forced to flee from their homes and scatter like sheep. 

http://www.gunweek.com/
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In Great Britain, firearms are so strictly regulated 

that relatively few people own them legally, and self-

defense is treated like a criminal offense. That nation's 

citizens are literally at the mercy of the predatory 

mobs that roam at will. 

The proscription on possession of small arms and 

on the moral and historic concept of self-defense from 

predatory attacks has not only damaged British 

citizens and small business owners physically and 

financially but psychologically as well. 

History is being made daily and perhaps many in 

the general public, in the USA and abroad, may take 

knowledge and principle from what they learn is 

happening around the world. But some politicians, 

academics and media executives either can't or won't 

learn. The concept of a right to the means of life, 

liberty and the pursuit of happiness is still opposed by 

many from some sense of distorted logic. They still 

resist the right to keep and bear arms. 

In the US, 48 states provide some means to legally 

possess and carry concealed firearms. In Wisconsin, 

where citizens have already possessed a right to carry 

firearms openly, residents who begin to apply under 

new state right-to-carry laws, will be able to do so 

after Nov. 1. 

However, in Illinois, the struggle to restore the 

moral right to the means to self-defense continues, 

especially in the courts. The Illinois Legislature may 

still be divided on allowing residents to carry 

concealed weapons, but Fox Valley police chiefs and 

sheriffs are much less split. 

Of the dozen area law enforcement leaders 

contacted by The Courier-News, none said they 

opposed concealed carry. 

For Sleepy Hollow Police Chief Jim Montalbano, 

carrying guns and defending oneself strike very close 

to home, the newspaper reported. 

Last fall, Montalbano was attacked by a man trying 

to break into his home and ended up grappling with 

the would-be intruder. 

"Actually, I was carrying a gun at the time, but I 

didn't need to use it and he had no idea I was armed," 

Montalbano told the newspaper. "The guy was high 

on drugs and had no idea I was a policeman. But if he 

had gotten inside the house and was threatening my 

wife, maybe I would have used the gun." 

Montalbano said he sees a gun as a "precision 

instrument," a tool that can be used for good or bad, 

and would support allowing concealed-carry so long 

as anyone licensed to carry a gun were required to go 

through proper training." 

"We don't have problems with legal guns owned by 

responsible, trained people. We have a problem with 

irresponsible and criminal people who have guns," 

Montalbano said. 

Montalbano is in the majority locally. While some 

department leader's felt more strongly than others, all 

who were contacted would at least consider 

supporting concealed carry legislation. 

And that response probably is not surprising. The 

Illinois Sheriffs' Association long has been in favor of 

concealed carry. Last year, the Illinois Association of 

Chiefs of Police went from "against" concealed carry 

to "neutral"—a significant change after years of 

opposition. And other police chiefs and sheriffs 

contacted by the Courier Journal concurred with 

Montalbano's viewpoint. 

Law enforcement's opinion on any potential 

legislation likely will weigh heavily as the debate 

continues in Illinois, because people who do not have 

a clear grounding in the moral and legal concepts 

involved in possession of firearms for self-defense, 

rely on the "law enforcement experts." 

Since Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker signed that 

state's concealed carry bill into law in July, Illinois is 

the last state with a complete ban on carrying 

concealed firearms, or even openly carried firearms. 

Even in Wisconsin, there is still a residue of 

opposition, probably engendered of equal parts lack of 

education and fear of the unknown. In Wisconsin, 

some localities and universities are still struggling 

with how to deal with the new state gun law.- 

But law enforcement, particularly in central 

Wisconsin, where the Stevens Point Journal recently 

polled some law enforcement officers, the police 

aren't too worried about people starting to carry 

concealed weapons under the state's new law. They 

expect the majority of people carrying concealed will 

be law-abiding people who have proper permits and 

pose no threat. 

So, while we can't do anything for the people of 

Great Britain, Libya or Syria, we can learn and 

educate others about the fact that good and bad will 

always co-exist, and the good must have the means to 

defend themselves against common criminals and 

oppressive governments. The New GUN WEEK, 

September 1, 2011 

 

Detroit Free Press articles unmask anti-gun 

`research' 

A two-part series in the Detroit Free Press on the 

ten-year history of reformed concealed carry in 

http://www.gunweek.com/
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Michigan contained a surprisingly blunt blast at "what 

passes for research and analysis" from gun control 

groups. 

In the second part of the series, written by reporter 

Dawson Bell in Lansing, the newspaper focused on 

the Violence Policy Center's web page that lists 

victims of citizens who have concealed carry permits. 

The page is called "Concealed Carry Killers." 

However, according to Bell, "A closer look at 

VPC's data doesn't necessarily confirm a CCW crime 

nightmare scenario." 

"The overwhelming majority of Michigan victims 

the center cites (62)," the newspaper said, "were 

licensees who committed suicide. Michigan's 

concealed weapons law requires the State Police to 

report annually on deaths by suicide of license 

holders. 

"But the reports contain no information about how 

the licensee died or whether a firearm was involved," 

the newspaper said. 

"Several other 'victims' in the VPC report appear to 

have been criminals themselves," the Free Press said, 

"shot attempting to rob legally armed citizens. But 

with 276,000 concealed pistol license holders, even 

the unscrubbed VPC numbers hardly establish 

evidence of a crime wave." 

More than 6 million Americans are licensed to 

carry concealed in 49 states, according to various 

sources including researcher John Lott, who used that 

estimate during last year's Gun Rights Policy 

Conference in San Francisco. The New GUN WEEK, 

September 1, 2011 

 

NY Assembly Minority Leader answers 

microstamping backers 

The debate over passage of a firearms 

microstamping bill in New York State continues as 

proponents and opponents take to newspaper editorial 

pages. 

On Aug. 3, New York Assembly Minority Leader 

Brian M. Kolb (R-129th Dist.), a pro-gun leader in the 

state legislature, responded to legislative and civic 

leaders who continue to beat the drums for the 

microstamping mandate with a commentary in the 

Syracuse Post Standard, the major newspaper in his 

district which covers all or part of several counties. 

Kolb's commentary is completely republished 

below. 

State Sen. Jose Peralta and Syracuse Mayor 

Stephanie Miner recently coauthored a commentary 

titled "Microstamping will solve crimes." Their piece 

made numerous claims, many of them unfounded, 

regarding an unproven, costly technology. I would 

like to take this opportunity to set the record straight. 

I voted against a bill on microstamping that passed 

the Assembly in May by a vote of 84-55. The bill died 

in the Senate Codes Committee. 

Microstamping will not keep New Yorkers safe 

from criminals. What it will do is waste more taxpayer 

dollars and pass considerable costs onto law-abiding 

gun owners. Microstamping involves etching a 

distinctive marking on a firearm's firing pin that 

leaves an imprint upon a cartridge after firing. The 

unique markings—eventually compiled in a massive 

government-run database that taxpayers will have to 

pay for—could be referenced by law enforcement 

against a cartridge casing found at a crime scene. 

Some have touted microstamping as a "solution" to 

crime, a false promise if ever there was one. In reality, 

microstamping is more fiction than science. 

Microstamping has continually failed when put to 

the test during objective forensics research largely 

because the "microstamp" on spent cartridge casings 

could not be read. Second, microstamping on the 

firing pins can be easily removed with simple, 

everyday household items. Third, many gun crimes do 

not involve shots actually being fired, and 

microstamping will only apply to semi-automatic 

pistols, not revolvers or long guns. Therefore, 

microstamping theoretically is only going to solve a 

subset of gun-related crime. Fourth, many criminals 

obtain their guns through illegal, unregulated and 

unlicensed sources such as the black market where 

microstamping will not apply. Fifth, and most 

important, every taxpayer dollar spent creating the 

massive, government-controlled gun database to 

implement microstamping means another taxpayer 

dollar wasted. It also means one less dollar to spend 

on hiring more police and implementing time-tested 

law enforcement techniques that have proven effective 

in deterring crime and prosecuting criminals. 

We already know the way to fight crime: keep 

dangerous criminals behind bars and off the streets, 

send a clear message to would-be criminals that if 

they commit a crime with a firearm they will go to jail 

for a very long time. Unlike microstamping, this 

common sense, get-tough approach has actually 

proven effective in decreasing crime. 

At a time when government is expected to do more 

with less, and families struggle in a terrible economy, 

it does not make sense to ask taxpayers to bear the 

considerable costs associated with microstamping. 
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Should state government spend more taxpayer money 

creating a massive new government database to move 

forward with an unproven technology that will do 

nothing to keep communities safe? What about all the 

law-abiding gun owners who will have to pay more 

when the cost of microstamping is ultimately passed 

onto them? Microstamping advocates have not 

provided the answers. 

Unproven, costly technologies such as 

microstamping will not make New Yorkers safer or 

more secure. All microstamp mandates will 

accomplish is to undermine America's first freedom, 

waste more taxpayer dollars and increase costs for 

law-abiding sportsmen, hunters and gun owners. The 

New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2011 

 

SAF; SCCC campus carry forum reveals 

philosophical differences 

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

A four-hour forum on concealed carry on campus 

last month at the National Press Club in Washington, 

DC, revealed the differences in philosophy between 

gun rights activists and opponents. 

Sponsored by Students for Concealed Carry on 

Campus (SCCC) with support from the Second 

Amendment Foundation (SAF), the forum featured 

academics, including researcher and author John Lott, 

and professors Robert Cottrol, James Purtilo and 

Nelson Lund. Also on hand were attorney Alan Gura 

and SAF Executive Vice President Alan Gottlieb. 

However, the program started off with perhaps its 

most riveting presentation by Amanda Collins, a 25-

year-old rape victim on the campus of the University 

of Nevada at Reno in 2007. The assault occurred even 

after she took several precautions, including looking 

around and even under her car as she left a late-

evening class. Her attacker raped her at gunpoint. 

"As I lay there on that cold cement," she said, 

"while this man brutally raped me, I wondered if I was 

going to die." 

She noted that the gun he used was banned on that 

campus. It took authorities 13 months to finally 

apprehend her attacker. 

"On Oct. 22, 2007, my right to say 'no' was taken 

away by both (her attacker) and the Nevada 

legislature," she said. "Had I been carrying that night, 

I know at some point I would have been able to stop 

my rape." 

She said security measures taken by the university 

since her attack are still inadequate. 

From crime to the courts, attorney Gura, who 

successfully argued both the Heller and McDonald 

cases before the Supreme Court, told the audience that 

the concept of concealed carry must win more broad 

appeal across the country before the practice will ever 

gain acceptance on college and university campuses. 

He said college campuses are still considered 

"sensitive places" by the courts and by local and state 

authorities, though it remains a mystery why. 

Right now, the battle over concealed carry still is 

being fought on the larger scale of defining that the 

right to "bear arms" covers carrying firearms outside 

of the home, he explained. 

While nearly all the speakers came from the pro-

gun community, one highlight of the forum featured a 

debate between Lott, an economist, and Colin 

Goddard, a survivor of the Virginia Tech massacre 

who now works with the Brady Campaign to Prevent 

Gun Violence as the director of legislative affairs. 

Goddard insisted that armed students or teachers 

would not have time to react to a shooting. Instead, he 

advocated tougher gun laws, including more stringent 

background checks, stricter requirements for licensing 

and improved security measures on campus. Goddard 

suffered multiple gunshot wounds during the 

massacre. 

Lott countered that crime rate statistics suggest that 

laws allowing the ownership and carrying of firearms 

do have a deterrent effect. Citing data from Chicago 

and Washington, DC, showing how much crime 

spiked after the handgun bans became effective in 

those cities and the decline in crime in the District of 

Columbia following the Heller ruling in mid-2008, he 

said that such bans "actually make it more attractive 

for criminals to commit" mass shootings. 

Goddard said he was offended by arguments that 

allowing students and staff to carry firearms on 

campus would deter such attacks. 

So far, there have been 15 failed attempts in as 

many states to pass laws allowing campus carry, but 

that does not appear to have deterred proponents. 

Rather, it appears to have strengthened their resolve to 

keep trying. 

SCCC President Daniel Crocker moderated the 

event. He told the audience that "We believe those 

individuals who carry a handgun daily for personal 

protection should not be denied that option for self-

defense only because they seek an education or work 

at a collegiate institution." 

He said the number of campuses around the 

country that now allow concealed carry has doubled 

over the past three years. He pointed to Colorado and 
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Utah, where legislation and court victories have 

overcome campus prohibitions. 

Also appearing with an energetic presentation was 

National Rifle Association Legislative Director Glen 

Caroline. He said the campaign to pass improved laws 

allowing campus carry is going to involve many pro-

gun organizations at the grass roots level. 

"Crime isn't limited by school boundaries," 

Caroline said, "and neither should our right to self-

defense." The New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2011 

 

WY gunowners could unwittingly break federal 

law 

A traveler driving along Interstate 25 at Cheyenne 

will come within 1,000 feet of Jessup Elementary 

School. 

If that Wyoming driver is carrying a weapon in the 

vehicle without a concealed weapon perinit, he or she 

is in violation of the federal Gun Free School Zone 

Act, which makes it a crime to possess a functional 

firearm on public property, such as sidewalks, roads, 

highways, parks or fairgrounds within 1,000 feet of 

the property line of any elementary, middle or high 

school. 

The penalty for violations is up to five years in 

federal prison and the permanent loss of the offender's 

right to own a firearm. 

The Casper Star-Thibune recently reported that the 

National Coalition for Amending the Federal Gun 

Free School Zone Act of 1995 is alerting Wyoming 

residents to the existence of the federal ban, given that 

the state's new law allowing residents to carry 

handguns without permits is in effect. 

"Anyone who carries in a populated area without a 

Wyoming permit is unavoidably committing multiple 

federal felonies," said Grant Chapman of Oklahoma. 

Chapman is working with the coalition and other 

gun rights organizations, including the Western 

Wyoming Riflemen's Association based in Afton, to 

get the federal law changed. 

An exemption in the law applies to gun permit 

holders, but only in the states where they obtained the 

permits. 

Although Wyoming concealed-carry permits are 

recognized in 34 other states, the owners risk federal 

prosecution of the gun-free school zone law in all of 

them, Chapman said. 

The federal law apparently never has been enforced 

in Wyoming, the newspaper reported. 

The US attorney's office has not filed charges 

under the law for at least 15 years, spokesman John 

Powell said last month. 

Powell said the scenario of the I-25 driver who has 

a weapon in his vehicle and inadvertently breaks the 

law boils down to a matter of "common sense." 

"Why would we charge anyone with that?" Powell 

said. 

Cheyenne Police Chief Brian Kozak said the 

department has never been in a position where it had 

to enforce the federal law. The New GUN WEEK, 

September 1, 2011 

 

Survivor of police shooting sues NY Police 

Department 

A man who was shot many times by New York 

City police officers last year during a fight over a gun 

at a Harlem block party has filed a federal civil rights 

lawsuit against the police department, according to the 

Wall Street Journal. 

Angel Alvarez, who was hit by at least 15 bullets 

and spent six months in jail as a grand jury 

investigated the mayhem, was cleared of all criminal 

charges. The grand jury also declined to indict the 

officers involved in the August 2010 shooting that left 

one person dead and six wounded. 

Police are still reviewing the shooting and didn't 

immediately respond to The Journal's request for 

comment about Alvarez's lawsuit. Alvarez's attorney, 

Matthew Galluzzo, said the lawsuit spoke for itself. 

The lawsuit, filed Aug. 5 in federal court in the US 

Southern District of New York, alleges that police 

"unjustly riddled (Alvarez) with bullets as he was 

attending a block party"; and that his rights were 

"further violated when he was arrested and held for a 

total of 200 days in jail on account of a police version 

of the shooting." 

Police said officers opened fire after the 24-year-

old Alvarez shot at them during the Aug. 8 violence as 

hundreds of people left a block party in Harlem. But 

Alvarez has denied firing at anyone, claiming instead 

that he had wrestled a gun away from a man named 

Luis Soto, who pulled the weapon during what 

Alvarez thought was a fistfight. 

Responding police officers discharged 46 rounds, 

killing Soto and wounding a fellow officer and others. 

In his complaint, Alvarez said police continued 

firing at him even after he had collapsed to the ground 

and that one of the officers "kicked him in the head 

with a boot" and taunted him 
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Alvarez suffered bullet wounds across his body, 

including in his lower back, chest, side, left forearm, 

neck and jaw, the lawsuit said. Bullets and bullet 

fragments are still lodged in his body. The lawsuit 

said he has "as many as" 27 bullet wounds. The New 

GUN WEEK, September 1, 2011 

 

Shotgun armed teen defends mom, home from 

burglars 

A 16-year-old boy used a shotgun to defend his 

mother from three would-be burglars in Monte Alto, 

TX, early the morning of Aug. 6, the Hidalgo County 

Sheriff's Office confirmed for local media. 

After a string of burglaries in their neighborhood, 

the boy and his mother were checking to make sure 

everything was intact on their property when they saw 

a vehicle approach, a Sheriff's Office official told The 

Monitor. 

About 1:45 a.m., with the shotgun in hand, the boy 

confronted the three strangers who approached and 

told them to leave. Instead, they shot at him, and he 

fired back, hitting one in the leg. 

Authorities nabbed two of the suspects, both 

teenagers, as well. The Sheriff's Office confirmed that 

the teen who was shot, a 17-year-old, was treated at 

the hospital, released and taken into custody. A 16-

year-old also was arrested after the incident. 

Sheriff's investigators were still searching for the 

third man involved in the attempted burglary, believed 

to be 20 or 21 who reportedly fled the scene. The New 

GUN WEEK, September 1, 2011 
 

Fast & Furious called 'perfect storm of idiocy' 

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

A controversial gun trafficking sting operation that 

flooded Mexico with an estimated 2,000-2,500 guns 

was called a "perfect storm of idiocy" by Carlos 

Canino, acting attaché to Mexico for the Bureau of 

Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) 

who testified before Congress that the agency threw 

its own guidelines "out the window." 

The report was issued just hours before a third 

hearing before the House Committee on Oversight 

and Government Reform, chaired by Congressman 

Darrell Issa, explored Operation Fast and Furious and 

its impact in Mexico. Canino was one of several 

witnesses to testify at that hearing, along with his 

former boss, now-retired ATF Special Agent Darren 

Gil, one of the original whistleblowers who exposed 

this case. 

Among the startling revelations in the report, 

prepared for Issa and Sen. Charles Grassley, was that 

ATF and Justice Department officials "kept their own 

personnel in Mexico and Mexican government 

officials totally in the dark about all aspects of Fast 

and Furious. Meanwhile, ATF officials in Mexico 

grew increasingly worried about the number of 

weapons recovered in Mexico that traced back to an 

ongoing investigation out of ATF's Phoenix Field 

Division." 

The report also revealed that ATF officials in 

Mexico—Gil and Canino—"raised their concerns 

about the number of weapons recovered up the chain 

of command to ATF leadership in Washington, DC." 

"Instead of acting decisively to end Fast and 

Furious," the report stated, "the senior leadership at 

both ATF and DOJ praised the investigation and the 

positive results it had produced. Frustrations reached a 

boiling point, leading former ATF Attaché Darren Gil 

to engage in screaming matches with his supervisor, 

International Affairs Chief Daniel Kumor, about the 

need to shut down the Phoenix-based investigation." 

One of the more blistering revelations is that within 

24 hours of the murder of Border Patrol Agent Brian 

Terry, former Phoenix Special Agent in Charge 

William Newell asked for a count on the number of 

Fast and Furious guns that had been recovered in 

Mexico at that date—Dec. 16, 2010—and when he got 

the data, he forwarded it to ATF Deputy Assistant 

Director William McMahon with a note that stated, "I 

don't like the perception that we allowed guns to 

'walk'.‖ 

However, according to the report, by that time, 

approximately 241 firearms had been recovered in 

Mexico, and 350 more had been recovered on this side 

of the border. 

McMahon and Newell both testified before Issa's 

committee, and it was Newell who came under the 

heaviest criticism for repeatedly dodging questions 

and evading answers. At one point, Issa called 

Newell, who is now assigned to ATF's Washington, 

DC headquarters, "a paid non-answerer." 

Even Rep. Elijah E. Cummings (D-MD) expressed 

dissatisfaction with Newell, telling him bluntly, "your 

testimony has been very frustrating to both sides." 

Arizona Congressman Paul Gosar told Newell that 

the committee "could not get an answer from you" and 

said "This is absurd." 

The 60-page Joint Report offered details of two 

briefings in early 2010, one on Jan. 5 and the other on 

March 5. At the January briefing, according to the 
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report, participants "expressed concerns about 

Operation Fast and Furious." 

What this indicates is that as early as January 2010, 

ATF officials knew that guns from the operation were 

showing up in Mexico, yet they did nothing to shut 

down the operation for months. It was only after the 

death of Brian Terry that the operation was shut down. 

At the March 5 meeting, a Justice Department 

attorney, Joe Cooley, who had been assigned by 

Assistant Attorney General Lanny Breuer as the 

Justice Department representative on the Fast and 

Furious matter, allegedly made the observation that 

"the movement of so many guns to Mexico was 'an 

acceptable practice'." 

While the Issa/Grassley report is revealing, the 

hearing was even moreso, with Newell and Canino 

leaving starkly different impressions with the 

committee. 

When quizzed by Rep. Trey Gowdy (R-SC) about 

whether he had advised Canino of the operation and 

the fact that guns had moved into Mexico, Newell 

insisted that Canino knew, and that he assumed that 

Mexican authorities also knew. 

However, moments later, under questioning from 

Rep. Raul Labrador (RID), Canino forcefully 

responded, "I want to make it perfectly clear to you, 

the American people, the Mexican government, my 

family, my friends—at no time ever did I know that 

ATF agents were following known, suspected gun 

traffickers—one of which bought 700 guns and we 

knew about his guns showing up in Mexico six weeks 

after we opened up that investigation. 

"I had no clue that we were allowing these guys to 

operate like this," he added. "There was no 

interdiction." 

But the most startling revelation was yet to come. 

Labrador turned his attention to Newell and asked 

whether he knew Kevin O'Reilly, and Newell 

confirmed he did. O'Reilly is a member of the Obama 

administration's National Security Council. It was 

during this segment that Newell acknowledged having 

communicated with O'Reilly about the gunrunning 

operation, late in the summer or early fall of 2010. 

And to underscore that, a slide was displayed that 

carried the image of an e-mail Newell sent to O'Reilly. 

"You didn't get these from me," Newell wrote, as 

though to keep the message confidential. 

"The first attachment is what we were going to 

hand out to the media prior to our planned August 

26th press conference," the message stated. "We will 

still use this IF we ever do a press conf. It had been 

vetted through ATF HQ. The second Word doc is 

what we were going to give to ATF DD Melson as 

notes in case he got asked specific questions about our 

Industry Operations efforts during GRIT." 

Suddenly, there was a White House connection. 

Gun Week learned from sources close to the Fast and 

Furious investigation that word of the e-mail had 

leaked over the weekend prior to the hearing. 

Upon further questioning by Gowdy, Newell 

acknowledged that it appeared his e-mail to O'Reilly 

seemed inappropriate. 

"I shouldn't have been sending him that, 

obviously," Newell testified, "I recognize that, it being 

a friend." 

Moments later, though, Newell insisted that it was 

not an improper communication. 

"He's been a friend of mine for a long time," 

Newell said, "and he asked me for information, so I 

gave him information that...it's probably an improper 

use of the term or phrase." 

Democrats on the committee, primarily Carolyn 

Maloney and Eleanor Holmes Norton, used their time 

largely to make statements about the need for stronger 

gun controls and the appointment of a permanent ATF 

director. 

More hearings are likely. The committee still has to 

hear from former Phoenix Assistant Special Agent in 

Charge George Gillett and Acting ATF Director 

Kenneth Melson. And there may be other witnesses 

and whistleblowers whose identities are not yet 

known. The New GUN WEEK, August 15, 2011 

 

Norway's tough gun laws didn't stop slaughter 

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

Tough Norwegian firearms laws did not prevent 

the late July massacre committed by self-confessed 

mass killer Anders 

Behring Breivik, and in the aftermath a story in the 

New York limes tried to shift blame to anti-Muslim 

American conservatives. 

Quick to react, however, was veteran gun rights 

activist John Snyder, public affairs director for the 

Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear 

Arms. 

"What all this tells us is that the strict Norwegian 

gun control laws did not prevent the mass murder," 

Snyder said in a public statement. "They did make it 

virtually impossible for a prospective armed 

Norwegian legally to have the gun which he or she 

could have used to take down the violent criminal 

perpetrator anytime during the 90-minute horror." 
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Breivik is the suspect in a bombing and mass 

shooting on the small island of Utoya that took more 

than 70 lives late last month. 

According to The Guardian newspaper in the 

United Kingdom, Norway has enacted tough gun laws 

that include licensing and a requirement to submit a 

written reason for wanting a firearm. Norway also 

bans several types of firearms, and hunting rifles and 

shotguns are also strictly regulated, the newspaper 

said. 

Long guns and ammunition must be stored 

securely, and police have the authority to visit the 

home of a gunowner to confirm that the laws and 

regulations are being followed. 

It is even difficult to transport a firearm. 

According to the newspaper, Norway's Firearm 

Weapons Act, "only sober and responsible" persons 

over age 18 may obtain a Norwegian gun license, and 

for handguns, the minimum age is 21. Snyder points 

to such tight regulations as the reason that nobody was 

able to fight back during a 90-minute killing spree on 

the island when police were not able to respond. 

"The recent mass murder... demonstrates that 

decent citizens need to be able to acquire and use 

firearms for the defense of their lives and the lives of 

their loved ones," Snyder stated. 

Meanwhile, the anti-gun New York Times reported 

that Breivik was allegedly "deeply influenced by a 

small group of American bloggers and writers who 

have warned for years about the threat from Islam." 

The New GUN WEEK, August 15, 2011 

 

Alert gun dealer may have foiled new Ft. Hood plot 

by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor 

An AWOL soldier accused of plotting an attack on 

Fort Hood, TX, with a bomb in a backpack was 

defiant during his first court appearance on July 29, 

yelling out the name of the Army psychiatrist blamed 

in the 2009 deadly shooting rampage at the same 

Texas base, according to The Associated Press and 

other media reports. 

Federal prosecutors charged 21-year-old PFC 

Naser Abdo with possessing an illegal firearm, two 

days after he was arrested. Authorities say they found 

weapons stashed in a motel room where he was 

staying at the Best Value Inn in Killeen, about three 

miles from Fort Hood. 

Abdo, who grew up in Garland near Dallas, had 

requested conscientious objector status because his 

Muslim beliefs prevented him from fighting in Iraq 

and Afghanistan. He refused to stand up when asked 

to in court. As he left the room, he yelled: "Nidal 

Hasan Fort Hood 2009." 

Hasan, an Army major, is charged with killing 13 

people at Fort Hood in the worst mass shooting ever 

on a US military installation, and is being court-

martialed. 

Abdo's words in court were a sharp contrast to an 

essay he wrote last year as the first anniversary of the 

Fort Hood shootings approached. In the essay, 

obtained by The Associated Press, Abdo said the 

attacks ran against his beliefs and were "an act of 

aggression by a man and not by Islam." 

Abdo was approved as a conscientious objector this 

year, but that status was put on hold after he was 

charged with possessing child pornography. An 

infantryman who had been assigned to the 101st 

Airborne Division, Abdo went absent without leave 

from Fort Campbell, KY, during the July 4 weekend. 

A clerk at Guns Galore, a shop in Killeen, near 

Fort Hood, may have been the alert citizen who 

contacted police about the soldier after his purchases 

raised a red flag. 

According to the Fort Worth Star-Telegram, Guns 

Galore is the same store in which Hasan had legally 

purchased the handgun he used in his 2009 Fort Hood 

rampage. An earlier report had indicated that it was a 

dealer in Kentucky who sounded an alarm about 

Abdo. 

Greg Ebert, the Guns Galore clerk, told The 

Associated Press the man bought smokeless 

gunpowder, shotgun ammunition and a semi-

automatic pistol magazine Galore on July 26. 

Ebert says he became concerned when the man 

asked questions indicating he didn't know much about 

the items, and discussed it with his boss before 

contacting police. 

"That's a red flag. You don't buy six pounds of this 

stuff and not know what it is or how it performs," said 

Ebert. 

Authorities didn't immediately confirm the buyer 

was Abdo, who the FBI says had bomb-making 

materials in his motel room. 

But a US official in Washington, speaking on 

condition of anonymity because he wasn't authorized 

to talk publicly about the case, confirms Abdo bought 

weapons at a Killeen gun shop. 

Ebert and the manager were also puzzled by the 

fact that the man arrived to shop in a taxi, something 

unusual. The New GUN WEEK, August 15, 2011 
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SAF, NRA draw lines in sand over UN gun control 

treaty 

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

The global gun control effort was pushed back a 

step by two national gun rights organizations, and 

they have found an ally north of the border, as the 

Canadian delegation to the Arms Trade Treaty 

conference wanted to exempt hunting rifles, throwing 

negotiations off track 

A treaty is supposed to be finalized in mid-2012, 

but now that deadline appears unclear. 

Appearing for the National Rifle Association was 

Executive Vice President Wayne LaPierre, throwing 

down a gauntlet to global gun control advocates in the 

audience. He delivered a short but pointed speech 

during which he told the audience that the UN has 

"asked us to trust them" repeatedly, and at every turn, 

has betrayed that trust by taking actions and adopting 

positions counter to American firearms civil rights. 

"We are told Trust us; an ATT will not ban 

possession of any civilian firearms'," LaPierre stated. 

"Yet, the proposals and statements presented to date 

have argued exactly the opposite, and—perhaps most 

importantly—proposals to ban civilian firearms 

ownership have not been rejected. 

"We are told 'Trust us; an ATT will not interfere 

with state domestic regulation of firearms'," he 

continued. "Yet, there are constant calls for exactly 

such measures. We are told `Trust us; an ATT will 

only affect the illegal trade in firearms.' But then we're 

told that in order to control the illegal trade, all states 

must control the legal firearms trade." 

After LaPierre went through a litany of 

admonitions, he ended his remarks by telling the 

audience, "For the United States to be a party to an 

ATT, it must be ratified by a two-thirds vote of the US 

Senate. Some do not realize that under the US 

Constitution, the ultimate treaty power is not the 

President's power to negotiate and sign treaties; it is 

the Senate's power to approve them." 

That could be a major barrier to final adoption of 

the treaty, he said, because it is "already strongly 

opposed in the Senate, the very body that must 

approve it by a two-thirds majority." 

"There is a letter addressed to President Obama and 

Secretary of State Clinton that is currently being 

circulated for the signatures of Senators who oppose 

the ATT," LaPierre revealed. "Once complete, this 

letter will demonstrate that the proposed ATT will not 

pass the US Senate." 

The letter LaPierre referred to was drafted by Sen. 

Jerry Moran (R-KS) and has been gaining more and 

more signatures. In it, Moran and his co signers tell 

Obama and Clinton that American firearms rights are 

"not negotiable." As this issue of Gun Week goes to 

press, over 50 senators have signed the letter, clearly 

indicating that proponents of an Arms Trade Treaty 

that regulates civilian arms would not be able to 

garner the two-thirds majority in the Senate needed 

for ratification. 
When Canada's delegates made it clear they 

wanted to exempt hunting rifles from any treaty 
language, Canadian anti-gunners were angered. 

Kenneth Epps, with Canada's Project Ploughshare, 

a non-governmental organization (NGO) recognized 

by the UN as a "Canadian arms control group," was 

outspoken. 

Quoted by the British Columbia's Vancouver Sun, 

Epps "said there is very little difference between a 

sniper rifle and a hunting rifle, and that both are 

dangerous in the wrong hands." 

"If the weapons are being used to kill civilians, or 

for criminal activity," he said, "it doesn't matter 

whether it's a sports rifle or a military rifle. From a 

humanitarian perspective, all firearms need to be 

controlled, and that's the bottom line." 

According to Julianne Versnel, who attended the 

treaty conference for the Second Amendment 

Foundation, the final preparatory conference is 

scheduled in February 2012. 
"While this has been described as a technical 

conference," she said, "there is little likelihood that 
there will actually be further discussion for 
expanding the scope and reach of the ATT to be pre-
sented the following July." 

She did say that "There was no presentation that 

discussed any part of the scope of the treaty beyond 

firearms and ammunition, although there were more 

non-government organizations attending the Prep 

Conference that ended July 15 than at any previous 

meeting. The New GUN WEEK, August 15, 2011 

 

Cops leave rifle on trunk lid 

From the 'Only Cops Should Have Guns" file 

comes this story out of Seattle, WA, where a ranking 

Seattle Police officer drove out of the police parking 

garage and down the street a couple of blocks with a 

loaded AR-15 rifle on the trunk lid. 

Seattle police told Gun Week that the rifle 

belonged to another officer, who had put it on the 

closed trunk lid of a patrol car while he was cleaning 

his gear out of his own car. The second officer 

arrived, reportedly a female police lieutenant, climbed 
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in her own unit and drove out of the parking area. 

Apparently, she did not check around the vehicle, as is 

normal procedure before getting behind the wheel. 

A photograph of the loaded rifle appeared on the 

Internet, posted by a private citizen who called police 

when he saw the unattended gun on the car, parked 

several blocks from the police station. The New GUN 

WEEK, August 15, 2011 

 

Scout leader jailed for 1 round 

From the "Travelers beware" file comes the story 

of a Missouri man was back home in Liberty after 

spending four days in a jail in the Bahamas because 

airport security found a bullet (sic) in his fanny pack, 

according to CBS St. Louis and Associated Press. 

Darrell Lapp, 48, had been on a scuba diving trip 

with a Boy Scout troop, that went sour after airport 

security in Freeport, Bahamas, found a .32-caliber 

(cartridge) inside his fanny pack. He was charged with 

possessing ammunition and sent to a jail in Nassau. 

Lapp said he thinks he left the round in his pack after 

a hunting trip, the media reports said. 

His wife found a lawyer, who was able to get the 

criminal charge dismissed. However, it's still unclear 

how the bullet was not detected by security at Kansas 

City International Airport and in Nassau, but Lapp is 

not the first person to run afoul of gun laws while 

traveling. The New GUN WEEK, August 15, 2011 

 

SWAT training mishap 

From the "Only Cops Should Have Guns" file 

comes a report out of Auburn, WA, where a SWAT 

officer on a training exercise accidentally shot and 

wounded a Renton police officer in the leg during a 

training exercise. 

The unidentified cops were at the Auburn Police 

firing range on July 14 when the incident occurred, 

according to KOMO news. A second officer, from the 

Tukwila Police Department, also sustained shrapnel 

injuries as a result of the shooting incident, according 

to an Auburn police spokesman. The New GUN WEEK, 

August 15, 2011 

 

No way to cover gaming loss 

A woman in Lewiston, ID, could be in big trouble 

with the local police and her husband after she faked 

being robbed to cover her gambling losses at a local 

casino, according to the Associated Press. 

The unidentified woman told Idaho cops that she 

had been robbed and carjacked. In an attempt to make 

this story seem real, she reportedly slugged herself in 

the face several times, giving herself a bloody nose in 

the process. It is not clear how much loot the 62-year-

old woman dropped at the gambling tables or slot 

machines, but it must have been enough to make it 

seem that a self-inflicted beating was worthwhile. 

According to the newspaper, the truth emerged at 

the hospital emergency room, when the woman was 

confronted by her hubby, who apparently wasn't 

buying the beating and robbery tale. 

The Lewiston Tribune said she should face 

misdemeanor charges for lying to the cops. The New 

GUN WEEK, August 15, 2011 

 

Ex-NM sheriff facing prison 

From the "Only cops should have guns" file comes 

the report from Reuters about former Santa Fe, NM, 

County Sheriff Greg Solano, who could be rubbing 

elbows with some of the people he put behind bars 

after pleading guilty to five counts of embezzling 

county property, including the sale of soft body armor 

on eBay. 

The news agency said Solano, 47, entered the plea 

in an agreement months after resigning as sheriff. 

When he quit, he acknowledged that he had been 

selling county property because of personal financial 

difficulties. The special prosecutor in the case, Matt 

Chandler, noted that "Solano was elected to protect 

and serve, not steal and profit." 

Solano reportedly stole and sold everything from 

printer ink cartridges to cell phone chargers, 

flashlights and other police equipment, including 

bullet-resistant vests. Solano could be sent to prison 

for up to eight years, and face fines and restitution that 

could amount to $137,000. That could include the 

$64,000 that the county paid to have his office 

audited, which led to revelations that he had sold the 

items on eBay. 

The fraud apparently dates back to 2007. Solano 

originally faced 251 separate counts of embezzlement, 

which—had he been convicted—could have put him 

behind bars for 100 years, Reuters said. The New GUN 

WEEK, August 15, 2011 

 

 
 

The sheep in gun-free zones are sheared or 

slaughtered 

by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor 

The horrible recent events in Norway and the 
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punditry they have provoked reminded me of a query 

I received some 20 or more years ago. 
This was back when the Irish Republican Army 

(IRA) was regularly blowing things up in Northern 
Ireland, justified by their continuing struggle against 
400 years of British rule. The Gun Week reader sent 
me a challenging letter. 

He objected to a Gun Week's reference to IRA 
"terrorists" in one of our reports of a particularly 
grizzly bombing in Northern Ireland and wanted to 
know why the IRA "freedom fighters" were termed 
"terrorists" while Colonial Americans who fought the 
British were considered "patriots." 

Aside from the fact that history is always written 
by the victors, I responded that there was a 
difference, since the IRA were putting nail-bombs in 
shopping malls and mail collection boxes to kill 
innocent, non-partisan civilians of all ages, while the 
American revolutionaries were mostly fighting 
regular British troops. 

Freedom fighters have been battling against 

colonialism for centuries, but most try not to kill or 

injure the people they claim to be fighting for. 
I suppose that lesson should be read to people like 

32-year-old Anders Behring Breivik, who is more 
than a "suspect" in last month's Oslo bombing that 
killed at least six and his gunning down of some 70 
young people at a youth camp on the nearby island of 
Utoeya. Breivik has admitted to the crimes, but 
pleaded "not guilty" at his arraignment. 

He claimed that his acts were part of an undeclared 

"war" against Marxism, Islamification of Europe and 

any other cultural or political problem he deemed 

contrary to his own visions of Norway and the rest of 

the European community 
The fact that he made such claims and had written 

what was described as a "1,500-word manifesto" of 
his political beliefs, prompted many in the media to 
devote secondary attention to the actual crime and 
place primary emphasis on his so-called right-wing or 
conservative beliefs. 

Juan Cole on AlterNet.com immediately suggested 
that American conservatives were responsible for 
Breivik's heinous crime. His commentary was 
headlined "What Norway's terrorist has in common 
with the American Tea Party and right wing." Cole 
cautioned that "The movement to ban the shariah, the 
castigation of a progressive income tax as "Marxist," 
the condemnation of multiculturalism as a threat to 
Western values, are all themes commonly heard in 
the US Tea Party and in the right wing of the Israel 
lobbies." 

Curiously, Cole plays games with words when he 
says "It would be wrong, of course, to suggest that 

anyone who hits these themes is a terrorist in waiting 
or supports violence." But then he proceeds to do just 
that. 

Cole was far from alone in his linkage of Breivik's 
atrocity with conservative philosophies. 

Robin Wigglesworth in Oslo and Quentin Peel in 
Berlin writing for the The Financial Times, in a piece 
claimed that the "killer personifies the rise of new 
far-right." 

"Experts and Norwegian politicians say Anders 
Behring Breivik in many respects typifies a new 
breed of conservative extremists who have risen in 
prominence in recent years, in Norway and across 
Europe, supplanting longer-established but often 
withering groups of mostly white supremacists," they 
wrote. 

"He's representative of a new type of rightwing 

extremism.. Rather than the old neo-Nazis they are 

pro-Israel and driven by radical anti-Islam," a senior 

Norwegian Conservative politician told the two 

writers. 

Spending so much time talking about Breivik's 

politics rather than his crime, does a disservice to his 

innocent victims, and certainly won't help future 

generations. 
Breivik is not a political philosopher; he's a nut 

case, pure and simple. 
He was able to do what he did because people and 

governments want to forget that evil exists, and that 
people like Breivik will always commit heinous acts. 

What is worse, they think that disarming everyone 
is the answer, when the opposite is the more rational 
solution as John Snyder suggests in the news item on 
Page 1 of this issue. 

Consider some of the known facts in this case. 
1. Norway has some of the strictest gun laws in the 

world, laws that disarm the innocent good guys, but 

don't prevent the lunatics from obtaining not only 

guns and ammunition but far more dangerous bomb-

making materials. 

2. Few of the police are armed in Norway, 

supposedly to send a symbolic but useless message 

about peace, tranquility and social order. 

3. Breivik set off a bomb near the Norwegian 

capital, presumably to kill the former prime minister. 

4. After the bomb detonated and claimed about a 

half-dozen lives, Breivik had time to don a "police 

uniform" and illegally transport at least two firearms, 

described as a pistol and a shotgun, together with their 

ammunition, to a youth camp-school located on a 

nearby island. 

5. At which point, Breivik has about 90 minutes of 

uninterrupted time to concentrate on murdering some 
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70 youngsters. More than a minute a victim! 
Uninterrupted because no one is able to prevent 

Breivik from his murderous intent, or put him down. 
No police appear on the scene, a matter which is 
largely swept under the, rug in most news reports. 

And; even if the police had appeared and done 

more than watch his killing spree because they didn't 

have a boat or helicopter to get to the island, they 

were not armed anyway. 

The foregoing is not just my assessment of the 

situation. Here's what the New York Times reported. 
"When a man dressed in a police uniform began 

slaughtering young people at a Norwegian summer 
camp last week, one of the first to be killed was a real 
police officer named Trond Berntsen, who for years 
had worked in security at the camp. Whether Officer 
Berntsen tried to stop the gunman is still being 
debated. But facing a man carrying multiple guns and 
ample ammunition, there was little he could do. Like 
most other police officers here, he had no weapon," 
The Times said. 

"By law, Norwegian police officers must have 
authorization from their chief to gain access to a 
firearm, but they have rarely needed to ask, until 
recently. Violent crime has been steadily increasing, 
jolting a society used to leaving doors unlocked and 
children to play without fear. Coupled with growing 
criticism over the police's slow response time to the 
attacks and confusion about the death toll, which was 
lowered to 76 from 93, there are growing questions 
about whether the police are equipped to deal with 
the challenges." 

Of course, politicians and bureaucrats will discuss 
any number of afterthe-fact solutions to the 
vulnerability of Norway and its citizens. Politicians 
and media in other countries will also discuss such 
pointless things as further disarming decent citizens 
to prevent them from fighting back against the 
predatory villains the police cannot deal with. 

Bombings, the current preferred methodology for 
mass murder, will be ignored. Guns will be targeted. 
Average citizens will continue to be docile sheep 
waiting to be sheared or turned into mutton. 

And anti-gun American politicians, who still don't 
understand what the gun debate is all about, will try 
to score points. 

The reigning House queen of the anti-gun 
movement, Rep. Carolyn McCarthy (D-NY) has 
already claimed that Breivik exploited weak 
American weapons laws to arm himself for the 
attack, noting he claimed mail-order purchase of 30-
round magazines from an unnamed US supplier. 

What's the final word? Simply this: The Norway 
rampage culprit is reported "calm." He won't go to 
trial for several weeks, or even months. If anything, 

he expects to spend no more than 21 years in jail, 
because he knows that is the maximum sentence for 
even multiple murders in Norway, a gun-free killing 
zone. The New GUN WEEK, August 15, 2011 

 

Australian newspaper concerned about regional 

gun license surge 

The number of new gun licenses issued in the Gold 

Coast region of Australia has risen 36% in the past 

two years, nearly double the increase across 

Queensland, with one criminologist attributing the rise 

to fears over home invasions, The Brisbane Times 

reported last month. 

There are currently more than 155,000 firearm 

license-holders in Queensland, 14,622 of whom are in 

the Gold Coast region. 

The Queensland Weapons Licensing Branch issued 

1,294 new firearms licenses for the Gold Coast, 

Coomera and Logan in the 2009/2010 financial year, 

an increase of 36% on the 948 licenses issued in the 

previous reporting period of 2007/2008. 

Meanwhile, the number of new gun licenses issued 

across Queensland increased 19%, from 12,818 to 

15,260. 

However, the number of charges laid for the 

possession of illegal firearms in the Gold Coast region 

decreased 20% over the same time, from 138 to 110. 

The latter figure includes charges laid in the newly 

formed Coomera Police District, as well as the Gold 

Coast and Logan. 

The population on the Gold Coast increased 8%, 

from 484,000 to 527,000, between 2007 and 2010. 

The figures were obtained by 

brisbanetimes.com.au, the newspaper's online news 

gathering arm, after at least five shootings were 

carried out on the Gold Coast from May this year, 

including the fatal shooting of Senior Constable 

Damian Leeding during an armed robbery at a hotel. 

Bond University criminologist Paul Wilson said 

the increase in gun licenses on the Coast was 

"disturbing." 

While "self protection" is not a valid reason to 

obtain a firearm license in Queensland, Wilson 

suggested residents concerned about the rate of home 

invasions on the Coast may feel the need to arm 

themselves. 

"I suspect that once you get a feeling that a place is 

dangerous, then people are more likely to arm 

themselves," Wilson said, according to The Brisbane 

Times. 

"And the analogy would be young people with 

knives ... the major reason (young people) say they 
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carry knives is for self defense. And I believe the 

same might well go for guns." 

Professor Wilson said the increase in gun 

ownership was worrying. 

"The evidence is fairly clear; the more guns a 

community has, the more chances there are of 

crimes," he said. 

He said "loose drug dealers"—those who drop in 

and out of drug dealing from time to time—could 

have registered weapons. 

"Not all drug groups would have unregistered 

weapons. Some [criminals] would have weapons for 

all sorts of legal reasons. I think some [drug groups] 

would have perfectly registered weapons." 

Under the Queensland Weapons Act 1990, 

potential license holders must be a current and active 

member of a shooting club, or live on a rural or 

farming property. 

Dick Haines, owner of Gold Coast Shooters 

Supplies in Ashmore, said he was at a loss to explain 

the increase in gun licenses. 

Haines said it was futile for residents to depend on 

a gun for self-defence in their home,• as firearms have 

to be dismantled and stored in a secure safe, separate 

from ammunition. 

"Even (if) you were a victim of home invasion it 

would take you five minutes to put the gun together. 

You'd be better off using a baseball or cricket bat," he 

said. 

Haines dismissed suggestions law-. abiding 

gunowners were contributing to gun crime on the 

Coast. 

"Guns (used in crimes) are not coming out of the 

licensed fraternity," he said. The New GUN WEEK, 

August 15, 2011 

 

Canton, OH, traffic stop video outrages gun 

activists 

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

A profanity-laced video from the dash-cam of a 

Canton, OH, police car showing an encounter between 

a police officer and an armed motorist has created a 

public relations nightmare for the Canton Police 

Department, resulting in an internal investigation and 

possible litigation. 

Video of the June 8 encounter was posted on 

YouTube by Ohioans for Concealed Carry (OFCC), 

one of the state's most active gun rights organizations. 

Within hours, the video had streaked across the 

Internet, showing up on gun rights forums and chat 

groups as far away as the Pacific Northwest. Reaction 

from firearms owners has been uniformly negative. 

So bad was the public reaction that Police Chief 

Dean Kimm issued the following statement: 

"I want to assure our citizens that the behavior, as 

demonstrated in this video, is wholly unacceptable 

and in a complete contradiction to the professional 

standards we demand of our officers. As such, 

appropriate steps were placed in motion as dictated by 

our standards, policies and contractual obligations. 

Those steps included: The officer immediately being 

relieved of all duty. The incident has been referred to 

the Internal Affairs Bureau for what will be a 

complete and thorough investigation. As bad as the 

video indicates our officer's actions were, there is a 

due process procedure to follow. That process is 

designed in the best interest of both our employees 

and the citizens at large. That process will be followed 

in this case as in all others. Anyone shown to be in 

violation of our rules and regulations will be help 

appropriately responsible as dictated by all the facts." 

A department spokesman did not return a call to 

Gun Week. 

So far as gun rights activists are concerned, the 

facts of the video speak for themselves. 

At one point in the approximately 17-minute video, 

the officer, identified as Daniel Harless, can be heard 

telling armed citizen William Bartlett, "I tell you what 

I shoulda done. As soon as I saw your gun, I shoulda 

taken two steps back, pulled my Glock 40 and just put 

ten bullets in your ass and let you drop. 

And I wouldn't have lost any sleep, do you 

understand me?" 

Throughout the confrontation, Bartlett, who had 

been part trat curbside late at night, apparently 

chatting with two other people, was cooperative. He 

can be seen visibly trying to show Harless his 

recently-issued concealed carry permit, but the officer 

repeatedly ignored him until ordering Bartlett out of 

the car about six minutes into the confrontation. It was 

only then that Harless seems to notice the permit in 

the motorist's hand, and asks why he is showing the 

document. 

In Ohio, citizens are required by law to 

immediately notify a police officer if they are legally 

carrying if they are approached by an officer. 

Harless can be repeatedly heard using profanity 

toward the armed motorist, and threatening him with a 

felony arrest. 

So outraged was retired Cincinnati Police Lt. Harry 

Thomas, who now lives in neighboring Indiana, that 
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he contacted the motorist's defense attorney and 

volunteered to be an expert witness for the defense. 

Other law enforcement professionals contacted by 

Gun Week and shown the video have been uniformly 

stunned by what they saw. 

One sheriff's sergeant in Washington State simply 

remarked, "What an idiot." 

A veteran officer in Illinois told Gun Week, "Put 

this video in front of a jury and the cops look like 

Gestapo. I would just say 'Imagine yourself in a car 

with two friends and you break down in the city at 

night. Is this the way you would want to be treated by 

the police'?" 

And an attorney in Minnesota said via email, "This 

is a classic civil rights violation in which not only 

should the cop be sued...but he should be fired on the 

spot." 

Another officer with Harless is not identified. The 

two other people in the car, one man and one woman, 

were verbally abused. The woman was accused of 

being a prostitute and the man was handcuffed during 

the incident. 

The video has also provided a visual argument to 

amend Ohio's statute that requires armed citizens to 

immediately notify police officers they are carrying. 

Ohio is one of only a few states that require such 

notification. Firearms rights activists in the Buckeye 

State may approach the state legislature to change the 

law. The New GUN WEEK, August 15, 2011 

 

Man linked to Seattle killing dies in San Francisco 

shootout 

A bizarre case spanning two states left more 

questions than answers, and two people dead, with 

police in Seattle and San Francisco trying to connect 

the dots. 

Three days after a 19-year-old Seattle teen, Tanaya 

Gilbert, was shot dead by a gunman while sitting in a 

car with two other teens in the city's Central District, a 

man sought as a "person of interest" in that case was 

killed in a shootout with San Francisco police. An 

autopsy revealed that 19-year-old Kenneth Harding 

died from a self-inflicted gunshot wound to the head. 

However, the gun Harding, a recently-paroled 

convicted felon, used was not recovered by police at 

the scene. Someone apparently grabbed it, and a 

different pistol that was recovered by police later 

thanks to an informant, was of a different caliber. 

Harding traded shots with San Francisco police 

after he was approached on the platform of a rapid 

transit station as police were doing a routine fare 

check. He allegedly ran and began firing at police 

over his shoulder, and the cops—armed with .40-

caliber pistols—returned fire. Harding collapsed and 

died at the scene, and people in the neighborhood 

started demonstrating and protesting that the police 

had gunned down an unarmed man because he was 

black. 

But Harding's fatal head wound was caused by a 

.380-caliber bullet. The gun police later recovered 

from the informant's tip was reportedly a .45- caliber 

pistol. 

Meanwhile, Seattle police were reportedly working 

with San Francisco detectives, trying to establish a 

link between Harding and Gilbert's slaying in mid-

July. 

A video taken by a bystander at the San Francisco 

incident shows a man in a striped, hooded sweatshirt 

apparently grabbing a shiny pistol from beside 

Harding's body, according to the San Francisco 

Chronicle. 

Harding also suffered a gunshot wound to the left 

leg, the newspaper reported, but he either deliberately 

or accidentally shot himself in the head. 

Harding had been paroled in Washington State in 

April from the Clallam Bay Corrections Center on 

Washington's Olympic Peninsula. He had served one 

year after being convicted of attempted promotion of 

commercial sexual abuse of a 14-yearold Seattle girl. 

Gilbert was murdered on the night of July 13, three 

days before Harding was killed in San Francisco. 

Because he was on parole and under Department of 

Corrections supervision, Harding was not supposed to 

have left the state. What he was doing hundreds of 

miles to the south is one of the things police were 

trying to determine. The New GUN WEEK, August 15, 

2011 

 

Anti-gunners strive to regain relevancy in policy 

debates 

by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor 

Just a little over 10 years into the 21st century, the 

anti-gun crowd, including their think tanks and 

foundation supporters, are struggling to regain some 

relevancy in the public policy debate over firearms. 

But they are having a tough time gaining traction, 

aside from some of the media outlets and a few public 

officials who are still committed to the cause of a 

better society through civilian disarmament. 

The trouble is a majority of the public seems to 

have shifted attitudes away from gun control to self-

defense; and some politicians have discovered that 
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gun bans are a losing cause. Even the courts—and not 

just the Supreme Court—have been crafting some 

unwelcome decisions for the anti-gun crowd. 

So the anti-gunners have gone back to the 

playbooks they used 25 to 50 years ago. They 

manufacture studies, research and polls that either 

support their cause or denigrate gunowners and gun 

manufacturers. 

One of these recently used a questionable survey to 

claim that the number of gunowners in America had 

dropped dramatically in recent years. If I recall 

correctly, the claim was that the pro-gun ownership 

crowd was now even more of a minority than it ever 

was, and that the pro-gun minority was more 

"extreme" than ever. 

Several pro-gun commentators noted that the 

survey data was useless and that the reasoning leading 

to the conclusions was severely flawed by many 

factors. Still, the anti-gun press releases garnered 

some headlines in the press. 

Now, the Violence Policy Center (VPC) has come 

up with another "study" claiming that the 

"militarization" of the gun industry has been driving 

the gun trafficking to the Mexican drug cartels. 

"Most Americans—the majority of whom don't 

own guns—would be shocked at what the gun 

industry has become," claimed the VPC, combining 

several bogus studies to support one bogus claim 

This "militarization" claim is an extension of a 

previous "study" claiming that the gun industry was in 

such dire straights because of sagging sales that it had 

turned all its attention to manufacturing and selling 

military look-alike guns. 

I was contacted by a business news reporter who 

was following up on the flagging gun industry claim 

and had to inform him that the gun industry, like most 

businesses, manufactured and sold what their potential 

customers wanted to buy. 

Many major manufacturers of automobiles—

among other products—have abandoned designs, 

labels, slogans and models simply because the public 

didn't want to buy what they were selling. Thus, if the 

gun industry makes more AR platform rifles and 

compact, easily concealed handguns, it is because 

those are the products the public wants to buy. No 

industry can be sustained by manufacturing what it 

wants to make if the customers don't exist. 

Now, besides claiming that the number of 

gunowners is shrinking and that the gun industry has 

been "militarized" and is responsible for the guns 

"walking" to Mexico instead of the ATF and DOJ, the 

anti-gunners have come up with a new way to 

marginalize gunowners. 

Now, an article in the British Medical Journal 

claims that gunowners drink more alcohol and take 

more risks based on a recent "study." 

You might like to know that as a gunowner you're 

twice as likely as people who do not have a gun at 

home to down five or more drinks in a single sitting, 

the Journal claimed. "You're almost two-and-a-half 

times more likely than people who do not have a gun 

at home to get behind the wheel of a car when you 

have, by your own admission, drunk "perhaps too 

much." And you were just a little less likely than that 

(2.39 times as likely to be exact) to consume 60 or 

more drinks per month." 

"And compared with gun owners who kept their 

firearms at home unloaded and under lock and key," 

the report continued, "those who said they sometimes 

carry a loaded weapon for personal protection or who 

keep a weapon loaded and unlocked around the house 

were more likely to do things like drink and drive, and 

to engage in what substance abuse researchers call 

"binge drinking." 

You might wonder where the data used to reach 

such conclusions came from, and the answer is 

simple. 

These insights were gleaned from a survey of risk 

behaviors conducted under the auspices of the Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention in 1996 and 1997 

(always a hotbed of anti-gun activism) and culled by 

Dr. Garen J. Wintemute of University of California-

Davis, a longtime anti-gun activist and author. 

What all of these so-called studies have in common 

is that they are generally funded by grants to the same 

people from the same foundations which have been 

financing the anti-gun movement for years. While the 

pro-gun movement in this country is funded primarily 

by small individual grassroots supporters, the anti-gun 

movement is funded almost entirely from not-for-

profit foundations. 

And the anti-gun movement has to have relevance, 

if those big checks are going to keep coming through 

their doors. The New GUN WEEK, August 15, 2011 

 

PA Supreme Court rules inoperable gun still a gun 

A gun does not have to be in working, firing 

condition to trigger provisions of Pennsylvania's 

mandatory sentencing laws, the state Supreme Court 

said in a unanimous decision made public in July, 

according to the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette and 

Associated Press. 
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The court ruled in the case of Sue Zortman, 43, 

who pleaded guilty in Clearfield County nearly four 

years ago to possession of marijuana and drug 

paraphernalia, possession with intent to deliver and 

conspiracy. 

The county judge imposed a five-year minimum 

mandatory sentence because a .357 magnum under a 

bed was recovered along with drugs during a search of 

Zortman's home. 

She testified at the trial of her boy friend that the 

drugs were hers for personal use, according to the 

court ruling, and that she had the gun after having 

talked a co-defendant of her boyfriend's out of using it 

to kill his ex-wife's boyfriend in Florida. 

The judge later granted a defense motion and 

lowered Zortman's sentence to nine months in county 

jail plus nine years of probation because the gun 

lacked a firing pin and so did not fit the legal 

definition of a firearm. 

But the attorney general's office appealed to 

Superior Court, which said in 2009 that the mandatory 

minimum sentence enhancement should apply. 

The Supreme Court agreed, citing a legal definition 

that a firearm is something "designed to or may 

readily be converted to expel a projectile" by an 

explosion or gas expansion. 

"We have no doubt that the handgun was 'designed 

to' fire a bullet," wrote Chief Justice Ronald Castille. 

"Arguably, firing a bullet is the only true 'designed' 

function—in fact, the essence—of a handgun, pistol 

or firearm." 

Justice Castille said that fact remains even if the 

weapon is defective or temporarily inoperable. The New 

GUN WEEK, August 15, 2011 
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SAF --NEWS RELEASES 
   

 
***The Second Amendment Foundation (www.saf.org) is the nation's 

oldest and largest tax-exempt education, research, publishing and legal 

action group focusing on the Constitutional right and heritage to 

privately own and possess firearms. Founded in 1974, The Foundation 

has grown to more than 650,000 members and supporters and conducts 

many programs designed to better inform the public about the 

consequences of gun control. SAF has previously funded successful 

firearms-related suits against the cities of Los Angeles; New Haven, CT; 

and San Francisco on behalf of American gun owners, a lawsuit against 

the cities suing gun makers and an amicus brief and fund for the 

Emerson case holding the Second Amendment as an individual right. 
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CCRKBA --NEWS RELEASES 
 

WEEKEND SHOOTINGS IN NY CITY PROVE 

BLOOMBERG‟S GUN CONTROL FAILURE 

[09/06/2011] BELLEVUE, WA – At least 46 people were 

shot in New York City over the Labor Day weekend, prompting 

the Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms to 

ask Mayor Michael Bloomberg how this could happen in a city 

with some of the toughest gun laws in the nation; laws that he 

would spread across the county. 

―Mayor Bloomberg has advocated New York-style gun 

control for everyone, everywhere,‖ said CCRKBA Chairman 

Alan Gottlieb. ―This included a 24-hour period from Saturday 

morning to Sunday morning during which 24 people were shot. 

That‘s a pitiful demonstration of the abject failure of 

Bloomberg‘s anti-gun policies. 

―We will probably see Mayor Bloomberg adopt the ‗Obama 

protocol,‘ blaming someone else, or the gun laws in other states, 

when the sad truth is that New York gun control laws have failed 

consistently,‖ he continued. ―After this weekend, Bloomberg is 

going to have a hard time pandering his gun control agenda.‖ 

According to the New York Post, the Labor Day weekend saw 

an ―epidemic of shootings‖ including one that occurred not far 

from where he was marching in the West Indian Day Parade in 

Brooklyn. 

―Michael Bloomberg‘s blood-spattered anti-gun agenda is not 

simply wrong for New York,‖ Gottlieb observed, ―it is wrong for 

the country. No better evidence of that can be found in the Big 

Apple‘s Labor Day weekend shooting statistics. Maybe it‘s time 

for members of Bloomberg‘s ‗Mayors Against Illegal Guns‘ to 

wonder just where his philosophy might take their cities, if they 

continue listening to his siren‘s song of restrictive gun control. 

―New York‘s mayor is the Pied Piper of Prohibition,‖ 

Gottlieb stated. ―Nearly four dozen shootings over a three-day 

weekend is proof positive that Bloomberg‘s tune is seriously off-

key. It is time for Mayor Bloomberg and other gun control 

extremists to admit that their strategies have failed. He has been 

running around the country blaming gun laws in other states for 

his city‘s crime problems, but it is the laws of his own 

jurisdiction that have failed miserably, and he knows it.‖ 

 

HOLDER PLAYS „SHELL GAME‟ AT JUSTICE, 

SHOULD RESIGN INSTEAD, SAYS CCRKBA 

[08/30/2011] BELLEVUE, WA – Today‘s  replacement of 

Kenneth Melson as acting head of the Bureau of Alcohol, 

Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives is a political charade by the 

man who really ought to tender his resignation, the Citizens 

Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms said today. That 

man is Attorney General Eric Holder. 

CCRKBA Chairman Alan Gottlieb called for Holder‘s 

resignation after this morning‘s announcements that Melson was 

being ―reassigned‖ and replaced. This action appears to be an 

attempt by Holder to convince people he is taking action in 

response to the Fast and Furious scandal, now being investigated 

by Congress. 

―Holder is just moving deck chairs on the Titanic,‖ Gottlieb 

stated. ―Today‘s announcements will do nothing to restore 

America‘s confidence in the BATF or the Justice Department so 

long as Eric Holder remains the Attorney General. 

http://www.gunweek.com/
http://www.gunweek.com/
http://www.gunweek.com/
http://www.saf.org/
http://www.saf.org/
http://www.saf.org/
http://www.ccrkba.org/
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―The ultimate responsibility for Fast and Furious lies with 

Holder,‖ he continued. ―Melson is just the latest player to be 

shifted around, rather than lose his job. Everyone directly 

involved in the Fast and Furious scandal has simply been moved 

to another position. There has been no discipline and no 

accountability, because the man who should be ultimately 

accountable is still running the Justice Department.‖ 

Gottlieb called today‘s announcement ―self-serving‖ for 

Holder, who is ―looking out for his own interests.‖ 

―That‘s the only thing that is really transparent about this 

entire administration,‖ Gottlieb observed. ―They are looking out 

for themselves, and playing administrative games when they 

should step up to the plate and accept responsibility for this 

scandal. Several people have been moved from the ATF office in 

Phoenix to other jobs, especially in Washington, D.C. because of 

Fast and Furious. 

―If there had not been significant wrong-doing,‖ he said, 

―none of these moves would have been made. This is an 

admission of guilt by the Obama administration without saying 

so. And where is the president in all of this? Maybe he‘s hiding 

out on the ninth hole of a golf course.‖ 

 

 **With more than 650,000 members and supporters 

nationwide, the Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep 

and Bear Arms is one of the nation’s premier gun rights 

organizations. As a non-profit organization, the Citizens 

Committee is dedicated to preserving firearms freedoms 

through active lobbying of elected officials and facilitating 

grass-roots organization of gun rights activists in local 

communities throughout the United States. The Citizens 

Committee can be reached by phone at (425) 454-4911, on 

the Internet at www.ccrkba.org or by email to 

InformationRequest@ccrkba.org. 

 http://www.ccrkba.org/ 

 
CCRKBA --NEWS RELEASES (above): 

 

========================================= 

Gun Owners of America  NEWS RELEASES: 
Gun Owners of America E-Mail Alerts 

8001 Forbes Place, Suite 102, Springfield, VA 22151 

Phone: 703-321-8585 / FAX: 703-321-8408 

http://www.gunowners.org/ordergoamem.htm 

 

Will the Second Amendment Come Under Fire this Month?  

[09/09/2011] Within the next month, Congress will be taking 

actions that will impact our Second Amendment rights. 

Here‘s what we‘re facing.  On or about September 30, 

Congress will consider a ―continuing resolution‖ (CR) to fund 

the government from October 1, 2011 to September 30, 2012. 

Well, you can be sure about this -- when it comes to 

funding the government, any bill passed by Congress will 

NOT be neutral on the Second Amendment: 

* Either the CR will fund the anti-gun ObamaCare program 

… or it will explicitly prohibit ObamaCare from being funded. 

* Either it will fund ATF‘s illegal efforts to register multiple 

sales of long guns in the southwest … or it will explicitly 

prohibit those activities from being funded. 

* Either it will fund the Obama administration‘s illegal 

efforts to block the importation of shotguns and rifles … or it 

will explicitly prohibit these bans from being funded. 

* Either it will fund negotiations at the United Nations to 

produce a small arms treaty that will license firearms, ban semi-

autos, and ban tiny modifications of firearms … or it will 

explicitly prohibit those negotiations. 

Barack Obama can veto the CR.  If he does so, his wretched 

administration will be shut down. 

But the House of Representatives also has a veto, as it can 

refuse to send an anti-gun CR to the Senate.  So the message is 

that Congress needs to reject any CR which:  

* Does not defund ObamaCare; 

* Does not defund the illegal multiples sales regs; 

* Does not defund the illegal shotgun and rifle import bans; 

* Does not defund the UN negotiations to license American 

gun owners. 

We can tell you right now that there will be some 

congressmen who will say:  ―Sure, I voted to fund ObamaCare.  

But that doesn't mean I support ObamaCare.‖ 

That is a lie. 

There are congressmen who will say:  ―Sure, I voted to fund 

the registration of long guns. But that doesn‘t mean I support the 

registration of long guns.‖ 

That is a lie. 

There are some who will say:  ―Sure, I voted to fund the bans 

on importing shotguns and rifles. But that doesn't mean I support 

those import bans.‖ 

That is a lie. 

And there are some who will say:  ―Sure, I voted to fund UN 

negotiations to register gun owners.  But that doesn‘t mean I 

support gun registration.‖ 

That is a lie. 

ACTION:  Contact your congressman.  Tell him to stake out 

a position early and publicly that he will oppose any CR which 

does not defund ObamaCare, the illegal long gun multiple sales 

regs, the illegal shotgun and rifle bans, and the UN negotiations 

to produce a treaty which will register American gun owners. 

 

Legislation Will Protect Gun Rights on Army Corps of 

Engineers Land  

[08/24/2011] Gun Owners of America is working with 

several members of Congress to repeal a gun ban on land 

controlled by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

Currently, guns are prohibited on Corps land, even when 

firearms possession is otherwise allowed by state law.  Rep. Bob 

Gibbs (R-OH) introduced legislation—the Recreational Lands 

Self-Defense Act (H.R. 1865)—to allow state law to govern 

firearms possession.  

You may recall that in July, Rep. Paul Gosar (R-AZ) offered 

similar language as an amendment to an appropriations bill.  

Gosar‘s amendment passed the House on a voice vote, but its fate 

is uncertain as it heads to the Senate. 

The Gibbs bill, as well as the Gosar amendment, is modeled 

after a similar measure that became law in 2009 affecting 

National Park Service land.  Army Corps of Engineers land was 

not part of that bill, something the Corps was quick to point out 

after that law took affect.  

The Corps said, in a statement: ―Public Law 111-024 does 

not apply to Corps projects of facilities . . . [and the Army Corps] 

will continue to prohibit loaded concealed weapons on Corps 

http://www.ccrkba.org/
mailto:InformationRequest@ccrkba.org
http://www.ccrkba.org/
http://www.ccrkba.org/
file:///C:/GunOrgs/Pro-Gun/FOAC/FOAC/Publications/Articles/New/Gun%20Owners%20of%20America
http://www.gunowners.org/ordergoamem.htm
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properties regardless of the new law and notwithstanding any 

contrary provisions of state law.‖  

Rep. Gibbs‘ bill will reverse the Corps‘ decision. 

―The Recreational Lands Self-Defense Act is a bipartisan 

effort to restore Second Amendment rights to law-abiding 

citizens while they are legally camping, hunting, and fishing on 

the 11.7 million acres of Army Corps recreational property,‖ 

Gibbs said. ―Families and sportsmen taking advantage of this 

federal land should not have to worry that their legally obtained 

concealed weapon permit is invalid.‖ 

Gun Owners of America applauds the efforts of Reps. Gibbs 

and Gosar, and will continue to push for repeal of the gun ban 

affecting over 400 lake and river projects, 90,000 campsites and 

4,000 miles of trails controlled by the Army Corps of Engineers. 

ACTION: Please contact your Representative and urge him 

or her to cosponsor H.R. 1865, the Recreational Lands Self-

Defense Act. 

 

Presidential Race Heats Up! 

[08/16/2011] Where Do They Stand on the Second 

Amendment? 
With the Iowa straw poll concluding over the weekend, the 

2012 presidential race is in full swing. The Republican field is 

taking shape, with one governor dropping out (Tim Pawlenty) 

and another jumping in (Rick Perry). 

But one question that remains for gun owners is where do the 

candidates stand on gun control issues? 

Even after the debate on Friday, and throughout all the 

speeches over the past week, most candidates have not even 

mentioned the Second Amendment. 

Whoever is elected president will have a tremendous impact 

on your right to keep and bear arms, perhaps even more than 

usual.  What‘s at stake in 2012? 

The next president will be faced with a UN Arms Trade 

Treaty that could impact the rights of every American gun 

owner. Will he or she urge the Senate to ratify such a treaty, or 

toss it into the Oval Office wastebasket?   

What if the Congress passes a new ban on semi-automatic 

firearms, or so-called large capacity magazines, or legislation to 

put gun shows out of business? Will the new president break out 

the veto pen, or sign such bills into law? 

Will the next president sign or veto legislation to repeal the 

anti-gun ObamaCare—which could lead to the disarming of 

hundreds of thousands of gun owners based on the opinions of 

doctors? 

And what about the burgeoning scandal known as Project 

Gunrunner? Can gun owners be assured that the person elected 

president in 2012 will hold the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 

Firearms and Explosives (BATFE) accountable for any 

wrongdoing? 

All of these questions and more are asked by Gun Owners of 

America in our 2012 Presidential Candidate Questionnaire. 

The questionnaire was sent to the candidates, but you know 

that many politicians would prefer not to put their Second 

Amendment views on record. So we are asking our members to 

contact any (or all) of the candidates listed below and urge them 

to complete the GOA questionnaire. 

We have compiled a list of Republican candidates without 

regard to where they finished in recent polls. Included are links 

to their webforms, phone numbers (if available) and also a 

sample letter you can cut-and-paste or use as talking points. 

And after you‟ve contacted the candidates, please 

consider helping GOA to reach out to as many gun rights 

supporters as possible. The 2012 elections promise to be the 

most expensive in history, and GOA will be making sure the 

voices of gun owners are heard above the din. 
Please click here to join in this effort. Your contribution of $25, 

$35, $100, or any amount will go directly toward engaging more 

gun owners in the next election battle. 

  

Republican candidate list, in alphabetical order: 

Michele Bachmann 

http://www.michelebachmann.com/contact/ 

Herman Cain 

http://www.hermancain.com/contact-us 

Newt Gingrich 

http://www.newt.org/contact 

(678) 973-2409 

Jon Huntsman 

http://www.jon2012.com/contact 

(407) 674-2727 

Gary Johnson 

http://www.garyjohnson2012.com/contact 

801-303-7922 

Thaddeus McCotter 

Email: campaign@mccotter2012.com 

Ron Paul 

http://www.ronpaul2012.com/contact-us/ 

1-855-886-9779 

Rick Perry 

http://www.rickperry.org/contact-us/ 

Rick Santorum 

http://www.facebook.com/RickSantorum (No web form; you can 

leave a comment FB) 

412-965-4601 

  

Pre-written letter: 

Dear Candidate, 

Gun Owners of America has announced its survey of 

presidential candidates. 

I am extremely interested in your views on issues such as: 

 The UN Arms Trade Treaty 

 A ban on semi-automatic firearms 

 A so-called large capacity magazine ban 

 Closing down gun shows 

 Project Gunrunner 

I encourage you to complete and return to GOA the candidate 

survey as soon as possible. I will be looking forward to the 

results. 

  

Sincerely, 

 

Gun Owners of America  NEWS RELEASES (above): 

Gun Owners of America E-Mail Alert  

8001 Forbes Place, Suite 102, Springfield, VA 

22151  

Phone: 703-321-8585 / FAX: 703-321-8408  

http://gunowners.org 

 

*************************************************** 

http://gunowners.org/store/contribute
http://gunowners.org/store/contribute
http://gunowners.org/store/contribute
http://www.michelebachmann.com/contact/
http://www.hermancain.com/contact-us
http://www.newt.org/contact
http://www.jon2012.com/contact
http://www.garyjohnson2012.com/contact
mailto:campaign@mccotter2012.com
http://www.ronpaul2012.com/contact-us/
http://www.rickperry.org/contact-us/
http://www.facebook.com/RickSantorum
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NSSF Bullet Points (below): 

**Bullet Points 
(Read More Here) 

 

09-06-2011 

Government Relations 

 NSSF WELCOMES BACK CONGRESS 

WITH D.C. ADS . . . With Congress heading 

back to work from its August recess, NSSF is 

reminding legislators, via D.C.-based print and 

digital ads, of the industry's economic impact 

on the nation's economy and the pivotal role 

that excise taxes, paid by manufacturers, play 

in funding wildlife conservation throughout 

the United States. Key statistics that are 

highlighted in the NSSF ads include the more 

than 183,500 jobs created by members of the 

firearms and ammunition industry, paying 

more than $8.2 billion in wages annually and 

having an overall economic impact of $27.8 

billion.  

 PA. HUNTERS URGED TO ATTEND 

SEPT. 15 SUNDAY HUNTING HEARING 

. . . Sportsmen in Pennsylvania who would like 

to see the state's ban on Sunday hunting come 

to an end should "speak now or forever hold 

their peace," state Rep. Ed Staback tells the 

Pennsylvania Outdoor News. Sportsmen are 

urged to learn more and attend a Sept. 15 

public hearing at 6:30 p.m. at the East Allen 

Township Municipal Building in 

Northampton, Pa. Also, please continue to 

contact members of the House Game and 

Fisheries Committee and urge them to support 

HB 1760, which would permit hunting on 

Sunday.  

 FINAL WEEK OF CALIFORNIA 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION . . . Adjournment 

of the California legislative session is 

scheduled for Friday, and NSSF is urging all 

firearm owners and retailers to contact their 

appropriate legislators to voice their 

opposition to two bills. SB 427, which would 

implement a handgun ammunition registration 

law (AB 962) and add new provisions 

impacting retailers, is currently awaiting a vote 

on the assembly floor. Please contact your 

assembly member. AB 809, which would 

require firearms retailers to report the same 

sale records for long guns that they currently 

collect for handguns, is awaiting a vote on the 

senate floor. Please contact your senator. Don't 

let these bills pass in the final days of session. 

 COURT SAYS GUN MAKER HAS NO 

DUTY TO RECALL . . . Last week a federal 

appeals court affirmed the dismissal of a 

products liability lawsuit brought against 

Smith & Wesson in Alaska by the parents of a 

child accidentally shot and injured by a 

revolver manufactured by the company in 

1972. Among the claims against Smith & 

Wesson were negligence for failing to include 

a safety lock at the time the revolver was 

made, failure to warn and failure to retrofit the 

gun with a safety lock years later. Under 

applicable Alaska law, Smith & Wesson had 

no duty to include a safety lock on the gun 

when it was produced in 1972, and nothing in 

the record supported imposing a duty on the 

company to retrofit or recall the gun after it 

was sold. Furthermore, the appeals court found 

that the firearm functioned as intended, so it 

was neither necessary for Smith & Wesson to 

include a warning with the gun nor would a 

reasonable firearm consumer expect to see 

such a warning in 1972. 

 

FBI NICS 

 NICS RESOLUTION CARD . . . The FBI's 

National Instant Criminal Background Check 

System (NICS) section has announced a newly 

developed tool for firearm retailers and their 

customers. NICS has noticed an increased 

propensity for a denied or delayed customer to 

be unsure about the best avenue to pursue 

when receiving a delayed or deny response 

from their NICS background check. So, in 

reply, this NICS Resolution Card has been 

created. Read 

more about it. 

 AUGUST 

NSSF-

ADJUSTED 

NICS 

BACKGROU

ND CHECKS 

UP 13.5% . . . 
The August 

2011 NSSF-

adjusted National Instant Criminal 

Background Check System (NICS) figure of 

815,858 is an increase of 13.5 percent over the 

   

http://www.nssf.org/
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=qbu9jncab&v=001Udjluc4seek4n96mN-nNh_O2-vxIl_s_8uIrI0RmeOCtKcTYjAqYmJrzIvwDaoYEL6A0KpLhvkmwvglWIGdCS2c3988e5cK_yW6NZBlqRr73VR1tWvQKGjDUQpZnqbA5Qu_x5FTt-UhDaqdZeyW922oAHBaKPUfQSunNQ9B2fFdWUAU_7sAZ_mD6HzqmsqVWd-tls186toQLV7dVNdyRVxcSdhUK_pE_iF08KzlIC5M9qH0hfVgLQ7ckx18ZFqOFvCKtK-KeWCG6VlFLLUzPg3o3CjH_lDgoDh5UfkA_T7oBMmYUTW-VZIBsVfl0Rmg_mzW9bWa6HU_mOTe-1_ZqAI8DgdZ2BnMBNB_gukyweptZeZsdyBjKEOXHna0kiw31Or0CaJIuB01-jDi2dypHXg%3D%3D
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107500292887&s=115&e=001b8gLU-m263QHzXJmYhA9UPJEAyVoYNAQbK5UjKGRxgc0flZ81stEGaAGPX4wv6q4gqa-911i2tdmKKqxgrm0Y-UrEHehxAwrng8LXpXD-8NIrrqlCds5jAN1FZuz8gtx__ioi4Rf7QMs3Ezvcz6K3xOtXcmLOLmgeNsD0lXNtyqpo015I3UrORcjIWJz1xhOF4zczKolKFo=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107500292887&s=115&e=001b8gLU-m263QHzXJmYhA9UPJEAyVoYNAQbK5UjKGRxgc0flZ81stEGaAGPX4wv6q4gqa-911i2tdmKKqxgrm0Y-UrEHehxAwrng8LXpXD-8NIrrqlCds5jAN1FZuz8gtx__ioi4Rf7QMs3Ezvcz6K3xOtXcmLOLmgeNsD0lXNtyqpo015I3UrORcjIWJz1xhOF4zczKolKFo=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107500292887&s=115&e=001b8gLU-m263RkFSk7UyH6hrnHNLelPynYPU64mDOsu_PtWxhMUfUeod_kOvum9zpeoiuHZdTTZunW8S0cuaMv2EFZzLBY5-ohFxCkkIQXgWcZewSFmPe7rXhJrlbRzG_WTlSr-VzzigZ3MGMug8F53w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107500292887&s=115&e=001b8gLU-m263Rwmhg4l4Es-ynF6J6q7F8PdpWblKR_W1It3pMpq7GEr5ovDclsVll1H59e4O4DqfgfkR47C2wev1709PgG16PeuD_LnVgWZ07dmnX3_4gVczwGL-yEHo37Rpl4m1L4QcXEE-oFBaPAQd9AfbsFiAoHh3otdEVxSW8qUWIiFzivZ254K4pVWxUg
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107500292887&s=115&e=001b8gLU-m263Rwmhg4l4Es-ynF6J6q7F8PdpWblKR_W1It3pMpq7GEr5ovDclsVll1H59e4O4DqfgfkR47C2wev1709PgG16PeuD_LnVgWZ07dmnX3_4gVczwGL-yEHo37Rpl4m1L4QcXEE-oFBaPAQd9AfbsFiAoHh3otdEVxSW8qUWIiFzivZ254K4pVWxUg
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107500292887&s=115&e=001b8gLU-m263RkFSk7UyH6hnzxUhawnWlM5h0dIChu_ht5vyBLua6S6FaR9ezm1A5hZItwHcKV3qu7UeENzS9r9wHLIyftHgd-lLiKviVOKeFw7_iLyQcvTMfXlZ7Og2nj4pLsBCqXRwsoFfLEZpkMJ7W4PzrQzJg7_BytfH5oLtyJWlfkB851nU-0ByRXKloN
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107500292887&s=115&e=001b8gLU-m263Q5rugvHjUO2KMVOTNtqCGy8OmLG6L2Wjy8oz7uVE-MLnYRQZjE7Fx3nXwlddkpvxpgUglsXhblFCDGV4VjMQ1xTfKzReWgcxWCVYaTD3PtqLvWoCIYhaxaP09JvaHPs4rhwx8GyVH-Eau0nUUIFiufdbw4n8D8S5V64j6QNDW80obVp2drjdotjDmz08GcXROQxc0u3WeWmftp-HoPAXS0BVIz25C1V_N9iiw2tzwzwg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107500292887&s=115&e=001b8gLU-m263Qd0hy8TumQPDIiTU-dbmK3I476LeN9hM-_mL1rDYQni7ibaueLvK9sy6uHASLKrqe86Zqv8_4A72quQT4PO29Vk1ZcR5ilbr7pyrcxrJtiLLAIlCHPclcKCh-woIc9zofVdhA7z7pbhSlwQpJlfVrlzXvRDkYkDudTn9kOYI0l6RV3nppgIcvjFLzGyF_wS3YJVHobVy1mvrBzaNLjeyCA
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107500292887&s=115&e=001b8gLU-m263STCwI1lL8jZ7CNfm9810CvVj-B_FjggUVq3bsX9cveXc0K9kXmZb0ch-W934obg8uOBC2q1O1_lc475CV5ZWwyQfStKFFHYMkj-DGQNlbNkMiEeciOmaDxdV9xKFFRLunSVGaIbbk4_w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107500292887&s=115&e=001b8gLU-m263Tbab1GiahczUTXyZPsi8f1QIHSlxC7Pdi3UuSwwtNKRocgzx31a-VMGtdz2FPWrgWUc7RkHLF7l2M72EDhji9Acbwv0VyFOu3TwR7xUXRr5VQm7-cmZmMoslnyaOtc3z_ToyMQl9m_8cEsExSFhd1JFPfibSpKyzGkaGc4lBo4SA2di8v53S6P78uKaYaNzcsRYCEdbPd8uIGQXtRG-wMG
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107500292887&s=115&e=001b8gLU-m263STCwI1lL8jZ7CNfm9810CvVj-B_FjggUVq3bsX9cveXc0K9kXmZb0ch-W934obg8uOBC2q1O1_lc475CV5ZWwyQfStKFFHYMkj-DGQNlbNkMiEeciOmaDxdV9xKFFRLunSVGaIbbk4_w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107500292887&s=115&e=001b8gLU-m263Qb2OO_B5uJzzLCPkBxffaA1OunCrps8RbDhhpfxuYhsCDqD8oegNFGJ0jpUU35VCwAlZx8nVKYCUh9i-wAMCS11TJK2YNJfXLwVnUeTGFkNaEQ_iT_2wWqaU4LfKax8ZyeGM5o5Tdl6AYlr2JszQ1S
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107500292887&s=115&e=001b8gLU-m263THtTEdM8FEUoyQhNDEPgsJEZmFZRQxc4S1NDv0odSCsAsphOhsdBt4wAwuI2vbPqxb36gUVZ_rKzLgkvc0MVKMWX1oDDQZ2Jh_T0EnX7HZfI056W6TZ6EecZhps8Z58ADQ5KaS_xQBTY2zpWMYR1GSkkyZDZO2Kf8eJFV8ZXB1qCbzplRIHdNo
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107500292887&s=115&e=001b8gLU-m263THtTEdM8FEUoyQhNDEPgsJEZmFZRQxc4S1NDv0odSCsAsphOhsdBt4wAwuI2vbPqxb36gUVZ_rKzLgkvc0MVKMWX1oDDQZ2Jh_T0EnX7HZfI056W6TZ6EecZhps8Z58ADQ5KaS_xQBTY2zpWMYR1GSkkyZDZO2Kf8eJFV8ZXB1qCbzplRIHdNo
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107500292887&s=115&e=001b8gLU-m263Rh18DzZXcVGyhcu4KgxrVORpEzKwjYXsMpO46TGF7ABe-nWwKqACr_XyOZwagwbzS8UZgoWefUYZfhfQvIKD0i5u2oBnxfdgYvc_eS5pJ-zBmF69MSxzv4mt2LrbL3ZzH5RZjqk9lEbw==
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NSSF-adjusted NICS figure of 718,971 in 

August 2010. For comparison, the unadjusted 

August 2011 NICS figure of 1,300,433 is an 

increase of 20.2 percent over the unadjusted 

NICS figure of 1,082,360 in August 2010. 

This marks the fifteenth straight month over 

month increase in NSSF-adjusted NICS 

figures. Full Story 
 

08-30-2011 

 ATF OPEN LETTER 

ON SEPT. 11 ANNIVERSARY . . . ATF has 

posted an open letter to all federal firearms 

licensees on its website in regard to the 10th 

anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist 

attacks. Read the letter.  

 NSSF CORRECTS BOSTON GLOBE 

COLUMNIST . . . In his Boston Globe 

column ("Boston's illegal gun problem," Aug. 

23, 2011), criminologist James Alan Fox takes 

on the Tiahrt Amendment and the Protection 

of Lawful Commerce in Arms Act. NSSF sets 

the record straight.  

 LOUISIANA 2ND AMENDMENT SALES 

TAX HOLIDAY SEPT. 2-4 . . . Hunters and 

shooters can take advantage of the 2011 

Louisiana Second Amendment Weekend Sales 

Tax Holiday on Friday, Sept. 2, through 

Sunday, Sept. 4. During the weekend, there 

will be an exemption on purchases of firearms, 

ammunition and hunting supplies. Complete 

details can be found at the Louisiana 

Department of Revenue's website.  
 

08-22-2011 

NSSF Files Motion in Suit Against ATF 

COURT ASKED TO HALT MULTIPLE-SALES 

REPORTING REQUIREMENT . . . Today, in its 

federal lawsuit against the Bureau of Alcohol, 

Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF), the 

National Shooting Sports Foundation filed a motion 

asking the court to issue a preliminary injunction 

blocking ATF from requiring 8,500 federally licensed 

firearms retailers along the Southwest border (Texas, 

New Mexico, Arizona and California) to report 

multiple sales of certain long guns. Full story on the 

NSSF Blog. 

Government Relations 

 NSSF EDUCATES COURT ON MODERN 

SPORTING RIFLES . . . NSSF has filed a 

friend-of-the-court brief in a case challenging 

Cook County's broad and sweeping assault-

weapons ordinance banning the manufacture, 

sale and possession of several popular classes 

of semi-automatic firearms, including 

commonly owned and used modern sporting 

rifles, simply because of their cosmetic 

features. In its brief, NSSF provides 

information from its Modern Sporting Rifle 

Comprehensive Consumer Report to educate 

the Illinois Supreme Court about MSRs and 

their owners and the lawful purposes for which 

MSRs are commonly and widely used -- 

hunting, target shooting, collecting and self-

defense. 

 CHICAGO MAYOR JOINS ANTI-GUN 

GROUP . . . The Associated Press reports that 

Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel has become 

the latest member of the anti-gun Mayors 

Against Illegal Guns coalition. The coalition, 

led and founded by New York City Mayor 

Michael Bloomberg, continues to push for 

gun-control measures at the state and federal 

level -- measures that stand in opposition to 

the will of the people. Though Emanuel and 

his colleagues in MAIG may wish their rule 

extended beyond their cities' municipal 

boarders, it does not. And regardless, NSSF 

reminds Mayor Emanuel that the Second 

Amendment applies to Chicago as much as it 

does to Cheyenne. 

 IOWA COMMITTEE VOTES TO DELAY 

BAN ON TRADITIONAL SHOT . . . The 

Iowa Administrative Rules Review Committee 

has voted (9-1) to delay the rule that would 

prevent the use of traditional (lead) shot for 

dove hunting. The issue will now be delayed 

until the 2012 session. If the committee fails to 

revisit the use of traditional shot for dove 

hunting by the end of the 2012 session, the ban 

will stand with no further discussion. Read 

more on the NSSF Blog.  

 NEWSPAPER SUPPORTS HUNTING 

BAN; NSSF RESPONDS . . . Another 

Pennsylvania newspaper -- the Lehigh Valley 

Express-Times -- ran an anti-Sunday hunting 

editorial this past weekend. NSSF responded 

with this letter to the editor. 
 

08-15-2011 

Government Relations 

 MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR 

PENNSYLVANIA SUNDAY HUNTING 

Government Relations 
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HEARING . . . The Pennsylvania House 

Game and Fisheries Committee will hold its 

second public hearing on Sunday hunting on 

Sept. 15, beginning at 6:30 p.m. at the East 

Allen Township Municipal Building, 5344 

Nor-Bath Boulevard in Northampton, Pa. 

NSSF and the Sunday Hunting Coalition are 

urging all sportsmen to come out and show 

their support for the removal of this antiquated 

blue law that will help impact Pennsylvania's 

economy to the tune of more than $764 million 

annually. In the meantime, please continue to 

contact members of the Committee and urge 

them to support expanding Sunday hunting. In 

response to an anti-Sunday hunting op-ed by 

the Humane Society of the United States that 

appeared Saturday in The Patriot-News 

(Harrisburg, Pa.), NSSF submitted this letter to 

the editor. 

 PROPOSED TRADITIONAL AMMO BAN 

IN IOWA DRAWS OPPOSITION . . . A 

proposed rule outlawing the use of traditional 

ammunition in Iowa's first dove season since 

1918 has drawn opposition from hunters, state 

lawmakers and Gov. Terry Branstad, the 

Associated Press reports. A legislative panel 

will consider the proposed rule approved by 

the Natural Resources Commission on 

Tuesday. NSSF and other sportsmen's groups 

together have urged the governor and Iowa's 

lawmakers to stop the proposed ban.  

 NSSF REPRESENTS AT NCSL . . . The 

National Conference of State Legislatures, a 

bipartisan organization that serves the 

legislators and staffs of the nation's 50 states, 

held its annual meeting last week in San 

Antonio, Texas. NSSF attended the 

conference, where it discussed with legislators 

many of the key issues affecting our industry, 

including traditional ammunition, modern 

sporting rifles, industry's economic impact and 

the Don't Lie for the Other Guy program. 
 
NSSF Bullet Points (above): 
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[09/09/2011] Top News: 

USSA Director Testifies Before Congress 
on Federal Lands Bill 

(Columbus, OH) Protection of fishing, hunting, and 

shooting on our National Forests and public lands is 

assured by H.R. 2834 (the Recreational Fishing and 

Hunting Heritage and Opportunities Act), the U.S. 

Sportsmen‘s Alliance Director of Federal Affairs Bill 

Horn told Congress today.   

Horn, who testified before the House Natural 

Resources Committee, spoke in support of the bill 

while explaining the details. He revealed how H.R. 

2834 would solve several public land access problems 

for anglers, hunters, trappers, and shooters. 

―Continued silence in the law regarding the 

legitimacy and contributory role of fishing and 

hunting on Forest and Bureau of Land Management 

lands will ultimately cause the loss of these activities 

on over 400 million acres of our public lands,‖ stated 

Horn. ―This silence must be corrected, and H.R. 2834 

does precisely that. It plainly recognizes fishing, 

hunting and shooting as legitimate and important 

activities on Forest and BLM lands.  It directs the 

agencies to exercise their discretion, consistent with 

the other applicable law, to facilitate fishing, hunting 

and shooting.‖ 

Horn, who is a former assistant secretary of the 

U.S. Department of Interior, also noted that frivolous 

lawsuits, various court rulings, and even agency 

actions have resulted in hunting and fishing being 

restricted or closed on public lands. H.R. 2834 would 

make those activities essential uses of those public 

lands and guide managers to exercise an ―open until 

closed‖ philosophy. This would save millions of 

dollars of administrative expense and insulate fishing 

and hunting from unwarranted indirect attacks. 

H.R. 2834 is modeled after the 1997 Refuge 

System Improvement Act that was championed by the 

U. S. Sportsmen‘s Alliance. That legislation 

ultimately helped keep open fishing and hunting on 

the National Wildlife Refuge System and was an 

important part of the winning argument that protected 

hunting on more than 60 Refuge units that anti-

hunting groups had tried to close. 

USSA has been urging Congress to pass legislation 

comparable to H.R. 2834 since 1998.  Critics 

dismissed earlier bills as ―solutions in search of a 

problem,‖ but during the past decade the sporting 
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107139071543&s=115&e=001uHe-t-ALImqQ2d08QE0TuKKg8S_03A8KIUd8q1OhY4CFxWL7sRLEOwY31eJXhZHIObyGSD655IVV6geGPiDHbU0EAaPTMA3V6wbUM54xYqynKo4F205L1w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107139071543&s=115&e=001uHe-t-ALImqQ2d08QE0TuKKg8S_03A8KIUd8q1OhY4CFxWL7sRLEOwY31eJXhZHIObyGSD655IVV6geGPiDHbU0EAaPTMA3V6wbUM54xYqynKo4F205L1w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1107139071543&s=115&e=001uHe-t-ALImpBp38J20VsiXqBa7qGK-yJXt0oI-0wJ5JPQv8KMeL4Is6flf2mX1D8XctUrXpR1lgIW-G93em5zU1Qgtl_NyiuhLX1lauGSOvmubfEHjCsinCQQuW6z7Sn
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community has recognized that there is a problem.  

Legal challenges, requests for environmental impact 

studies, and other tactics by anti-hunting and animal 

rights groups have threatened fishing and hunting on 

federal lands.  H.R. 2834 will block these threats.  

Groups joining the U.S. Sportsmen‘s Alliance in 

this public lands bill effort include: the American 

Fisheries Society, American Sportfishing Association, 

B.A.S.S. LLC, Congressional Sportsmen Foundation, 

National Rifle Association, and Safari Club 

International. 
About the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance: The USSA is a national 

watchdog organization that protects the rights of hunters, anglers 

and trappers in the courts, legislatures, at the ballot and in 

Congress.  Last year, the USSA served more than 3.1 million 

sportsmen in 44 states through their work on bills and other 

issues, educational programs, and legal defense.  Currently, the 

USSA has more than 150,000 members who act as a powerful 

grassroots network for sportsmen and sportswomen from coast to 

coast.  For more information about the U.S. Sportsmen‘s 

Alliance, call (614) 888-4868 or visit: www.ussportsmen.org. 

 

[09/08/2011] Top News: 

California Anti-Airgun Bill Defeated  

California‘s Senate Bill 798, sponsored by Sen. Kevin 

De Leon (D- Los Angeles), failed to make it out of the 

Assembly Committee on Public Safety and it has been 

defeated.  The bill, which would have threatened 

many sportsmen who use airguns, was changed a 

number of times throughout California‘s legislative 

session.  

HSUS Wants to Waste $170,000 Tax Dollars  

The Humane Society of the United States is pushing 

yet another deer contraceptive program in a national 

park that will cost U.S. taxpayers more than $170,000. 

The plan is being pushed by three U.S. 

Representatives. 
 

[09/02/2011] Top News: 

Critical Public Lands Bill Comes to Life 
(Washington, DC)– Under newly introduced bill 

HR 2834, hunting and fishing opportunities will 

become a priority on more than 440 million acres of 

federal public lands. The ―Recreational Fishing and 

Hunting Heritage and Opportunities Act‖ was 

introduced at the U.S. Congress by Reps. Dan 

Benishek (R-MI) and Dan Boren (D-OK). Co-

sponsors of the bill include Reps. Don Young (R-AK) 

and Mike Kelly (R-PA). The bill is also supported by 

other key members of the U.S. House Natural 

Resources Committee, members of the Congressional 

Sportsmen‘s Caucus, and the Columbus, Ohio-based 

U.S. Sportsmen‘s Alliance.  

This landmark measure recognizes that recreational 

anglers, hunters (including trapping) and shooters 

have been, and continue to be, the foremost supporters 

and funders of sound fish and wildlife management 

and conservation in the United States. The bill further 

highlights that hunting, fishing and recreational 

shooting occurs on Federal public lands and waters 

without adverse impacts or effects on other uses or 

users.  Bill 2834‘s wording follows the 1997 National 

Wildlife Refuge System Improvement Act, a bill that 

designated fishing and hunting as priority public uses 

on refuge lands in the U.S. The Refuge Act has 

curtailed attempts by anti-hunting groups to stop 

hunting on some public lands where hunting has 

traditionally occurred. 

―The USSA has strongly encouraged such 

legislation for over a decade to spell out in law that 

fishing and hunting on federal public lands must be 

protected from the rising animal rights lobby,‖ said 

Bill Horn, former Assistant Secretary of Interior and 

USSA‘s director of federal affairs.  ―This bill will 

provide needed protection for years to come.‖ 

If enacted, the Recreational Fishing and Hunting 

Heritage and Opportunities Act will specify that 

federal public land management officials shall 

exercise their authority under existing law, including 

provisions regarding land-use planning, to encourage 

the use of and access to federal public lands and 

waters for fishing, hunting, and recreational shooting.  

Going forward, all management plans would include 

provisions for those popular practices. 

The new bill will include lands under the 

jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land Management and 

the U.S. Forest Service, including lands designated 

wilderness or administratively classified as wilderness 

eligible or suitable, and primitive or semi-primitive 

areas. National parks, however, are excluded from the 

Act as are wildlife refuges governed by the 1997 Act. 

Joining USSA in championing HR 2834 are the 

American Sportfishing Association, National Rifle 

Association, Safari Club International, and the 

Congressional Sportsmen Foundation. 

Hunters, anglers, trappers, and shooters across 

America who use public lands should stay abreast of 

the developments of this bill and note its positive 

long-term impact on outdoor heritage recreation on 

public lands in the future. Contact the U.S. 

Sportsmen‘s Alliance at 614-888-4868 for more 

details or visit www.ussportsmen.org. 
 

[09/02/2011] Top News: 
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New Bill Will Improve, Increase Public Land 
Opportunities 

(Columbus, OH)– Hunting and fishing 

opportunities will become a priority on 440 million 

acres of federal public lands under the newly proposed 

―Recreational Fishing and Hunting Heritage and 

Opportunities Act‖ introduced today by Reps. Dan 

Benishek (R-MI) and Dan Boren (D-OK). Cosponsors 

of the bill include Reps. Don Young (R-AK) and 

Mike Kelly (R-PA).  The bill is also supported by 

other key members of the U.S. House Natural 

Resources Committee, members of the Congressional 

Sportsmen‘s Caucus, and the U.S. Sportsmen‘s 

Alliance.  

This vast acreage is managed by the U.S. Forest 

Service (USFS) and the Bureau of Land Management 

(BLM), is found from coast to coast, and is used – and 

relied on – by many public land hunters, trappers, 

shooters and anglers.  This bill, championed by the 

U.S. Sportsmen‘s Alliance (USSA) and other leading 

angling and hunting organizations, establishes in law 

that recreational fishing, hunting (which includes 

trapping) and shooting are important and traditional 

activities to be continued on these public lands and 

that fish and wildlife conservation is improved by 

protecting these activities.  Joining USSA in this 

landmark effort are the American Sportfishing 

Association, National Rifle Association, Safari Club 

International, and the Congressional Sportsmen 

Foundation. 

―The USSA has strongly encouraged such 

legislation for over a decade to spell out in law that 

fishing and hunting on federal public lands must be 

protected from the rising animal rights lobby,‖ said 

Bill Horn, USSA director of federal affairs.  ―This bill 

will provide needed protection for years to come.‖ 

This landmark measure recognizes that recreational 

anglers, hunters and shooters have been, and continue 

to be, the foremost supporters of sound fish and 

wildlife management and conservation in the United 

States.  The bill further highlights that hunting, fishing 

and recreational shooting occurs on Federal public 

lands and waters, without adverse impacts or effects 

on other uses or users.  These features are similar to 

the designation of fishing and hunting as priority 

public uses on refuge lands in the 1997 National 

Wildlife Refuge System Improvement Act. USSA 

played a key role in enacting the 1997 Act and has 

been working since then to expand these concepts to 

USFS and BLM lands. The Refuge Act has curtailed 

attempts by anti-hunting groups to stop hunting on 

some public lands where hunting has traditionally 

occurred. 

Animal rights activists, however, continue to press 

for fishing and hunting closures on public lands. 

These assaults against hunters take several routes. 

Some courts require the land‘s managing agencies to 

actively consider wholesale hunting and shooting 

closures to appease this fringe group. In other cases, 

fishing, and hunting get treated as ―new‖ activities 

which cannot be authorized (and continued) until 

numerous lengthy and costly environmental reviews 

and land plans are completed.  This new bill will 

block these threats. 

―We have been very pleased to work with Reps. 

Benishek and Boren and the House Natural Resources 

Committee to develop this important legislation,‖ 

Horn continued.  ―USSA stands ready to assure 

enactment of the bill into law to ensure that our 

hunting and fishing heritage on federal public lands is 

protected.‖ Today‘s introduction of the bill begins this 

important process. 

When enacted, the Recreational Fishing and 

Hunting Heritage and Opportunities Act would 

specify that federal public land management officials 

shall exercise their authority under existing law, 

including provisions regarding land-use planning, to 

facilitate use of and access to federal public lands and 

waters for fishing, hunting, and recreational shooting.  

Going forward, all management plans would include 

provisions for those popular practices. 

The affected lands that will be open include:  lands 

under the jurisdiction of the BLM and the USFS, 

including lands designated Wilderness or 

administratively classified as Wilderness eligible or 

suitable, and primitive or semi-primitive areas. 

National parks, however, are excluded from the Act as 

are Wildlife Refuges (already governed by the 1997 

Act). 

The Recreational Fishing and Hunting Heritage 

and Opportunities Act will also recognize the work of 

conservation organizations and their assistance to fish 

and wildlife managers, plus enforcement officers, at 

the federal, state and local government levels. Hunters 

and anglers volunteer countless hours to fish and 

wildlife conservation projects across America that 

have also benefitted all public lands and citizens in 

general.  Additionally, associated outdoor industries 

have generated billions of dollars of critical funding 

for fish and wildlife conservation, research, and 

management through revenues from purchases of fish 

and hunting licenses and permits.  Many other 
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projects undertaken on BLM and USFS lands are 

funded by excise taxes on fishing, hunting, and 

shooting equipment.  Those billions of dollars are 

critical funding for fish and wildlife conservation, 

research, and management and are unequalled by any 

group or program in our nation. 

It‘s important to note that the new bill recognizes 

that recreational shooting is also an important and 

traditional activity in which millions of Americans 

participate, and establishes that safe recreational 

shooting is a valid use of federal public lands.  

Participation in recreational shooting helps recruit and 

retain hunters and contributes to wildlife conservation 

through taxes and assorted programs. 

Opportunities to recreationally fish, hunt, trap, and 

shoot are declining, which depresses participation in 

these traditional activities.  As a result, less 

participation adversely impacts fish and wildlife 

conservation and funding for important projects by 

reducing or limiting monies available.  The term 

―recreational shooting‖ means any form of sport, 

training, competition or pastime, whether formal or 

informal, that involves the discharge of a rifle, 

handgun, or shotgun, or the use of a bow and arrow.  

The public interest would be better served, and our 

citizens‘ fish and wildlife resources benefitted, by 

action to ensure that opportunities are facilitated to 

engage in fishing and hunting on Federal public lands. 

Another key provision finds that fishing and 

hunting are ―necessary‖ to fulfill wilderness purposes 

on lands designated or managed as Wilderness. This 

ensures that recent anti-hunting, anti-wildlife 

management decisions by the Ninth Circuit U.S. 

Court of Appeals in San Francisco cannot be used to 

bar fishing, hunting or wildlife conservation efforts in 

Wilderness areas. 
 ―When passed, this legislation will have a profound beneficial 

impact on anglers, hunters and shooters far into the future,‖ said 

Horn. 

 

[09/01/2011] Top News: 

Hearing Set on Pennsylvania Sunday Hunting Bill 

Pennsylvania Sportsmen Should Attend And Show 

Their Support  

The Pennsylvania House Game and Fisheries 

Committee has scheduled a hearing on legislation that 

would remove the state‘s Sunday hunting prohibition.  

The hearing will take place on Thursday, September 

15th at 6:30 p.m. and will be held in the East Allen 

Township Municipal Building located at 5344 Nor-

Bath Boulevard in Northampton. Sportsmen are 

encouraged to attend to show their support for the bill. 

New Jersey Apprentice Hunting Bill Clears 

Committee 

Sportsmen Calls Needed in Support of Bill 

In New Jersey, Senate Bill 2913, sponsored by 

Senator Bob Smith (D- Piscataway) and Senate 

President Stephen Sweeney (D- Gloucester County), 

would establish an apprentice hunting license.  The 

license would allow new hunters, age 10 and older, to 

try hunting under the mentorship of an experienced 

adult before being required to complete a hunter 

education course. 
Sierra Club, Audubon and Humane Society in a Cat Fight 

The fur is flying and sharp claws are swiping as the Sierra Club, 

Audubon Society and Humane Society of the United States 

(HSUS) are in a cat fight over the trapping of free-roaming cats 

in a national wildlife refuge. 

 

[08/25/2011] Top News: 

Fish and Wildlife Service to Reopen Comment 

Period on Wolf Delisting Proposal 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has announced 

that it will be reopening the public comment period 

for its proposal to remove recovered wolf populations 

in the Western Great Lakes region as a listed species 

under Endangered Species Act. 

Bowhunting: Up Close and Personal 

Courtesy of the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 

With fall days sweeping across much of North 

America, it‘s the time when hunters everywhere think 

of two related topics: archery and white-tailed deer. 

Generally, archery seasons are a relatively new 

concept with many being created by state game 

departments during the 1950s and 60s. Today, an 

estimated 9 million Americans participate in archery, 

and many of those are bowhunters. 

Vegans Love Their Veggies…and Their Steak 

While PETA, the Humane Society of the United 

States, and other animal rights groups and anti-

hunting zealots aggressively promote veganism 

through numerous programs—including free courses 

supplied to schools and forced on kids and young 

minds across the US—seems their efforts are not 

lasting. 
 

[08/19/2011] Top News: 

Doubling up on Wolves 

HSUS Sets Sights on Religions 

It seems that the most dangerous and well-funded 

group within the animal rights lobby, the Humane 

Society of the United States (HSUS) is again trying to 

reposition itself to seem mainstream. That 

transformation is a new ―Faith Outreach‖ effort. Yes, 

HSUS is attempting to align itself with religions. This 

http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2843&srcid=7109&srctid=1&erid=9741146
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2844&srcid=7109&srctid=1&erid=9741146
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2844&srcid=7109&srctid=1&erid=9741146
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2845&srcid=7109&srctid=1&erid=9741146
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2841&srcid=6550&srctid=1&erid=9707029
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2841&srcid=6550&srctid=1&erid=9707029
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2840&srcid=6550&srctid=1&erid=9707029
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2839&srcid=6550&srctid=1&erid=9707029
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2827&srcid=6140&srctid=1&erid=9561488
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2837&srcid=6433&srctid=1&erid=9661890
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path closely follows the animal rights group‘s 

programs that have thrust its tentacles into school 

systems and young student minds around the nation. 

Churches should definitely beware. 

Surf, Save and Support 

Now, when you use the internet or e-mail a friend, 

you can also support hunting, fishing and trapping, 

thanks to an opportunity provided by www.Outdrs.net 

(Outdoors Unlimited). This service provider can 

deliver full Internet Service Provider options from 

Dial up to DSL or for just e-mail addresses. Outdoors 

Unlimited is the ONLY ISP geared towards the great 

outdoors, hunting, and the related fields. Outdoors 

Unlimited's internet service will entertain and inform, 

while also donating money to qualified national 

associations—like the U.S. Sportsmen‘s Alliance—

that are working diligently to preserve our hunting, 

fishing, and trapping heritage. 
PETA Ruffles Feathers  

People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals is ruffling the 

feathers of one Colorado company that sells feather hair 

extensions across the nation and around the globe. The 

fashionable feathers have been woven into hair and worn on 

garments by many during recent months. PETA, however, says 

the producer should stop saying its feathers come from ethically 

treated roosters. 

 
USSA News Alerts (above): 

U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance 

 

================================ 

JEWS FOR THE PRESERVATION OF 

FIREARMS OWNERSHIP  
America's Aggressive Civil Rights Organization 

  
JPFO ALERT 

August 11th, 2011 

Rabbi Bendory has some heartfelt advice regarding 

"flash mobs". 

 

My response to 'flash mobs'? 

GET A GUN. 

Get a gun, and learn how to shoot it accurately, under 

pressure. If you find yourself in a "flash mob," the police will 

NOT show up in time to do you a bit of good. These mobs gather 

in minutes and disperse just as quickly when the first police car 

arrives. Or worse, they attack the first police officers until 

backup arrives. ... Read more here - http://jpfo.org/rabbi/rabbi-

flash-mobs.htm 

  

Yours in Freedom, The Liberty Crew at JPFO Protecting you 

by creating solutions to destroy "gun control" 

 

Freedom is not a spectator sport. 

  

Use our latest handbills - http://jpfo.org/filegen-a-m/freebies.htm 

this includes our latest additions. 

 Remember to check out all JPFO's movies - 

http://jpfo.org/filegen-a-m/movies.htm 

 Please support JPFO with donations, memberships and purchase 

of our materials ( http://shop.jpfo.org/ ) - so we can continue to 

provide you with these alerts and defend your rights. 

JPFO Membership form - http://jpfo.org/pdf02/memb-form.pdf 

JPFO On line secure membership sign up - 

http://shop.jpfo.org/cart.php?m=product_list&amp;c=4 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~ 

 PS - Visit our alert archive / sign up to receive email alerts - 

http://jpfo.org/alerts.htm 

================================ 

***News Links 
 
11-09-02 Evidence Suggests Cover-Up in ATF Scandal, as 

More Guns Appear at Crime Scenes 

Just hours after the death of Border Patrol agent Brian Terry, 

federal officials tried to cover up evidence that the gun that killed 

Terry was one the government intentionally helped sell to the 

Mexican cartels in a weapons trafficking program known as 

Operation Fast and Furious. 

The revelation comes just days after a huge shake-up of 

government officials who oversaw the failed anti-gun trafficking 

program and Congress renewed its demand for more answers. 

This picture shows part of a cache of seized weapons 

displayed at a news conference in Phoenix. 

Also late Thursday, Sen. Charles Grassley's office revealed 

that 21 more Fast and Furious guns have been found at violent 

crime scenes in Mexico. That is up from 11 the agency admitted 

just last month. 

Grassley, R-Iowa, and Rep. Darrell Issa, R-Calif., said 

Thursday they are expanding their investigation into the scandal. 

In a strongly worded letter to Anne Scheel, the new U.S. attorney 

for Arizona, the chairman of the House Oversight and 

Government Reform Committee requested interviews, emails, 

memos and even hand-written notes from members of the U.S. 

attorney's office that played key roles in the Bureau of Alcohol, 

Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) program. 

Issa and Grassley said they want to speak with Assistant U.S. 

Attorneys Emory Hurley and Michael Morrissey, along with 

Patrick Cunningham, chief of the office‘s Criminal Division. 

Not only do congressional investigators want to "make sense" 

of details of the operation that allowed more than 2,000 guns to 

"walk" and later turn up at crime scenes on both sides of the 

U.S.-Mexico border, but they want to known why Hurley -- who 

knew almost immediately the guns found at Terry's crime scene 

belonged to Fast and Furious -- tried to "prevent the connection 

from being disclosed." 

In an internal email the day after the murder, Hurley, and 

then-U.S. Attorney Dennis Burke, decided not to disclose the 

connection, saying " ... this way we do not divulge our current 

case (Fast and Furious) or the Border Patrol shooting case." 

―The level of involvement of the United States Attorney‘s 

Office … in the genesis and implementation of this case is 

striking,‖ wrote Issa and Grassley. 

The two claim witnesses have told them that recently 

reassigned Hurley may have also prevented ATF agents from 

doing their jobs. 

―Many ATF agents working on Operation Fast and Furious 

were under the impression that even some of the most basic law 

http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2836&srcid=6433&srctid=1&erid=9661890
http://www.outdrs.net/
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2835&srcid=6433&srctid=1&erid=9661890
http://www.ussportsmen.org/Page.aspx?pid=240
http://www.ussportsmen.org/Page.aspx?pid=240
http://www.jpfo.org/
http://www.jpfo.org/
http://jpfo.org/rabbi/rabbi-flash-mobs.htm
http://jpfo.org/rabbi/rabbi-flash-mobs.htm
http://jpfo.org/rabbi/rabbi-flash-mobs.htm
http://jpfo.org/filegen-a-m/freebies.htm
http://jpfo.org/filegen-a-m/movies.htm
http://shop.jpfo.org/
http://jpfo.org/pdf02/memb-form.pdf
http://shop.jpfo.org/cart.php?m=product_list&amp;c=4
http://jpfo.org/alerts.htm
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enforcement techniques typically used to interdict weapons 

required the explicit approval of your office, specifically that 

from Hurley,‖ the letter states. 

Grassley also raised concerns about the latest data on Fast 

and Furious guns found at crime scenes in Mexico. 

―The Justice Department has been less than forthcoming 

since day one, so the revisions here are hardly surprising, and the 

numbers will likely rise until the more than 1,000 guns that were 

allowed to fall into the hands of bad guys are recovered -- most 

likely years down the road," Grassley said in a statement released 

Thursday.  

"What we‘re still waiting for are the answers to the other 

questions the Attorney General failed to answer per our 

agreement. The cooperation of the Attorney General and his staff 

is needed if we‘re ever going to get to the bottom of this 

disastrous policy and help the ATF and the department move 

forward.‖ 

http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2011/09/02/demand-for-more-

answers-in-fast-and-furious-scandal/#ixzz1WomZhJOi 

 

11-08-31 Inside A California Independent Handgun Test 

Laboratory 

A decade ago the State of California enacted a law mandating 

virtually any handgun model sold in the state must undergo 

testing by an Independent Handgun Test Laboratory before it 

would be allowed on the market. This is the story of one of those 

laboratories. 

The Justification 

The 1990s saw a rise of gun-related legislation at the 

municipal and county level throughout California. ―Enlightened‖ 

politicians passed ordinances banning the sale of ―Saturday Night 

Specials‖ within their jurisdictions. While varied and confusing 

to the extreme, these laws all had something in common: they 

tried banning something that couldn‘t be adequately described. 

Analogous to the 1964 pornography opinion issued by Justice 

Stewart (―I don‘t know how to define it, but I know it when I see 

it.‖), even the most gun-savvy were unable to come up with a 

workable definition of ―Saturday Night Special.‖ 

The problem grew to a point where the state legislature 

stepped in and enacted SB15, calling for mandatory testing of 

almost every handgun model sold in California. With a rigorous 

procedure including massive firing and drop testing, lawmakers 

figured that those guns they ―knew‖ would ultimately qualify as 

―SNS‖ would fail the tests and ultimately be banned from sale in 

the state. Sounded good to the politicians and liberals. 

In a tribute to legalese, those guns successfully tested would 

be reported to DOJ as being ―Not Unsafe.‖ My guess is that no 

politicians anywhere would ever want their names associated 

with anything that would claim a firearm was ―Safe.‖ The 

semantics of politics never fail to boggle the mind. 

The Licensing 

SB15 was passed in the late 90s, with an implementation date 

of January 1, 2000. The California DOJ, Bureau of Firearms, was 

tasked with establishing criteria for the licensing of Independent 

Handgun Test Laboratories. My business partner, Doug 

McDougall, and I studied the laboratory rules and decided we 

actually fit this criteria: we had a shooting facility at our disposal, 

a better than working knowledge of firearms and a secure and 

alarmed building. 

We bought a gunsafe with the requisite rating for secure 

firearms storage. Ammo storage only required a locked 

container, so we bought a Rubbermaid cabinet and put a padlock 

on its door. One importer sent us a trio of 1911 clones for testing, 

just in case we became licensed. We put these three pistols in the 

safe, the accompanying 2,000 rounds of ammo in the locked 

plastic cabinet and advised DOJ we were ready for inspection. 

Shortly a small army of suits invaded and checked out our 

facility. (All DOJ people I dealt with were, in truth, very pleasant 

and professional.) They observed us shoot and drop the one 

model we had on hand, apparently decided we weren‘t a hazard 

to ourselves or others, and issued us Handgun Test Laboratory 

License #3. I, as the contact guy, began soliciting manufacturers 

for their handgun testing business. 

I‘m not sure if we were naïve, short-sighted or just plain 

stupid. Both the state inspectors and us thought we had all our 

bases covered for receiving test guns into our shop, doing our 

thing with them and shipping completed guns back to the 

manufacturer and DOJ. All would fit into our little safe and 

cabinet, right? Wrong! 

The Logistics 

Soon a huge truck pulled up in front of our gunshop. The 

operators got out, removed a forklift and offloaded pallet after 

pallet of boxed guns and ammunition to the sidewalk. Something 

like 300 new in the box handguns, and over 100,000 rounds of 

ammunition, and this just for Ruger. We later received test guns 

from, among others, Heckler & Koch, Beretta, Taurus, Charles 

Daly, Wilson Combat, Kahr Arms, North American Arms and 

Kimber. So much for the capacities of our safe and ammo locker. 

Initially overwhelmed, we soon got to work converting two 

unused areas in our office space to ―safe‖ rooms, with solid doors 

and alarm systems. As guns and ammo continued to flow our 

way, these rooms began to fill rapidly, but they ultimately held 

all the to-be and have-been tested stuff. And, of course, the 

ammo depleted itself rapidly. 

The Testing 

The State mandated that three samples of each tested model 

receive 600 rounds of full-power ammo, a total of 1,800 rounds 

per model. No malfunctions (other than provable ammo failure) 

were allowed in the first 20 rounds per sample; no more than 6 

gun-caused malfunctions total were allowed per sample (18 

malfunctions per model). Each handgun had to be allowed to 

cool after 50 rounds, then inspected for loose screws, etc., every 

hundred rounds. Guns were to be periodically cleaned and lubed 

according to manufacturer recommendations. 

Assuming all three samples passed the firing test, the guns 

were then dropped onto a concrete pad from a height of 39.4″. A 

primed case was placed in the chamber and the gun was made 

ready in its easiest-to-fire state (eg: hammer at full-cock on D/A 

revolvers and 1911-types, safeties off, etc.). Each sample was 

dropped six times from six different positions, to land on muzzle, 

top, bottom, butt, one side and hammer (if present). No incidents 

of drop-induced discharge were allowed. If one pistol went ―pop‖ 

the whole test was out the window; the manufacturer would have 

to submit three new handguns and more ammo for a complete 

new test. 

So there we were, multiple guns and ammo on rollaway carts, 

spending endless hours on the range blasting away. At first we 

took it as an opportunity to hone skills, performing speed and 

accuracy drills. It didn‘t take long, however, to figure out that 

was not particularly time-effective. With ultimately well over a 

thousand handgun samples to test, each requiring 600 rounds, it 

http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2011/09/02/demand-for-more-answers-in-fast-and-furious-scandal/#ixzz1WomZhJOi
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2011/09/02/demand-for-more-answers-in-fast-and-furious-scandal/#ixzz1WomZhJOi
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became a matter of getting as many rounds through the guns in as 

expeditious a manner possible. 

The State allowed us to use outside ―testers‖ to fire these 

guns under our direction. Each tester was vetted, their names 

submitted to the State for their records. We put the word out to 

our local IPSC club, to our better customers, and local law 

enforcement. At first we had no end of people who thought it 

was ―just too cool‖ to be able to shoot all these new guns with all 

that free ammo. It didn‘t take long, however, for the coolness 

factor to wear off. Guys would wheel out three guns and two full 

cases of ammo with big smiles on their faces; they‘d return 

several hours later holding their wrists, putting bandages on 

trigger fingers, coughing like chain smokers and shaking their 

heads like wet dogs. While a handful of our volunteers kept 

coming back for more, very few lasted more than one model. 

Some didn‘t even make it that far. Doug and I ended up testing 

about 90 percent of the guns ourselves. 

Personal Toll 

Putting about 2,000 rounds of ammo through three handguns 

in a short period of time takes a lot of effort and exacts a personal 

toll. Semi-autos were the simplest: emptying the mags was no 

huge problem. It was getting them loaded, over and over again, 

that caused pain, abraded skin and raised blisters. The real time-

consumers were the revolvers. We tried speedloaders, but they 

actually slowed down the process, essentially requiring the 

ammo be handled twice. Ultimately the old tried and true method 

of revolver loading worked out the best. With all that practice, of 

course, some of us started approaching almost Miculek-like 

speed, but pretty soon the carpal tunnel gods got the best of us. 

At the end of some revolver sessions we actually had to manually 

straighten our curled, gnarled fingers. 

What guns were the easiest and hardest to test? Being a 1911-

kinda guy, that type was always my first choice. I could complete 

a shooting test on a 1911, including loading all mags myself, in 

about 1 ½ hours. That was made possible by having one of our 

gunsmiths dedicated to checking and cleaning each gun, as 

necessary, during its cool-down period. Drop-testing added 

another half-hour or more and wasn‘t done in conjunction with 

the live-fire testing, for obvious safety reasons. 

The most punishing guns, surprisingly, weren‘t the various 

.44 Magnums, .454 Casulls and .480 Rugers, although running a 

couple thousand rounds through any of those at a sitting was no 

simple pleasure. Nope, the hardest-kicking guns by far were the 

little Ruger SP-101 .357 Magnum 5-shots. Ruger furnished us 

with scads of .357 158 grain JSP Winchester ammo and they just 

plain hurt. Small DAO pistols also took their toll on trigger 

fingers with their tough pulls and sharp edges. 

I admit that drop-testing was the toughest on me emotionally. 

Intentionally destroying fine handguns went against the grain. It 

was interesting, however, to see how different guns physically 

fared in the tests. Smaller, lighter guns came away with little to 

no damage save for some scuffing. Larger, heavier guns, 

particularly the big revolvers, were often rendered useless by 

test‘s end. Sights would be missing, grips cracked, cranes bent, 

hammers broken, but they still wouldn‘t drop-fire. One 

manufacturer‘s guns proved so tough it was hard to discern any 

drop-testing had even taken place on them. 

The (now defunct) range we used was next to our shop, but 

not owned or operated by us. A decent facility initially, it 

ultimately succumbed to shoddy or no maintenance. Its bullet 

traps became occluded and dangerous; its exhaust systems were a 

joke. Ducking pieces of rebounding lead and hacking like Welsh 

coal miners became the norm. We tried paper masks, then 

switched to canister filtration systems, the latter working fairly 

well. Best was a fireman‘s SCBA bottle unit, but its bulk 

ultimately excluded its use, as did the dirty looks from the range 

owner when we wore it. Probably thought it implied something 

about the inadequacies of his range. It did. 

We tried many different methods of controlling felt recoil and 

reducing personal damage. Dual hearing protection was a must, 

as was adequate eye gear, often full face shields, and shooting 

gloves. As the problems with the range became more 

pronounced, Kevlar vests became daily wear. 

The Outcome 

So what did this all accomplish? Well, aside from creating 

yet another bloated government bureaucracy and costing 

manufacturers a huge bundle of loot which they, of necessity, 

passed on to the ultimate consumer, not much of anything was 

accomplished. Those handguns sought to be banned by local 

governments somehow passed the testing procedures and were 

certified for sale in California. A huge percentage of the guns 

tested were of high quality and from known, big-name 

manufacturers and importers. That they passed was not 

surprising in the least. 

We were lucky in that those guns we tested, for the most part, 

fell within the ―major manufacturer‖ parameter; we received 

nothing but quality guns to test. In all the hundreds of models we 

tested, none failed the firing portion and only one failed the drop 

test. That model was subsequently redesigned with a different set 

of springs and resubmitted by the manufacturer, at which time it 

passed. 

That fact, however, could never be gleaned from any 

information available from DOJ, for they kept no record of failed 

handguns. Laboratories were, in fact, forbidden from reporting 

test failures to the State: only ―Not Unsafe‖ guns, duly tested, 

were required to be reported. 

The Cost 

In addition to the fees of Handgun Test Laboratories, which 

ranged from $1,000 to $1,800 per test, the manufacturer had to 

spring for three samples and two full cases of ammo per model, 

plus freight to and from our shop. In addition to this cost is the 

fee charged by the State for the privilege of having a model listed 

on their ―Not Unsafe‖ gun list. That fee is $200 per model — 

renewable annually! 

Although it‘s difficult to accurately figure an average ammo 

cost (.22 LR being much cheaper than, say, .480 Ruger), and 

equally difficult to know what any particular firearm costs to 

manufacture, the following is probably a fair guess as to what 

initial testing cost the manufacturer. 

Test Lab Fee: $1,500 

Ammunition: $600 

Cost of 3 guns: $1,000 

Freight (2 ways): $100 

1 Year DOJ License: $200 

Approximate Total: $3,400 

At this writing there are 1,343 handguns on California‘s ―Not 

Unsafe‖ list. There have been 361 models recently removed from 

that list (manufacturers regularly purge listed guns that aren‘t 

selling well), giving an immediate total of 1,704 tested handguns. 

More have been submitted during the past ten or so years, but 

DOJ has remained close-mouthed as to the actual total. 
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So, if we take my average test price of $3,400 and multiply it 

by 1,704 models tested, we get a total of $5,793,600. Let‘s say 

six million bucks — and I have a feeling this number is on the 

low side. It also doesn‘t reflect annual renewal of handguns on 

the DOJ list by the manufacturer, which currently would be 

about $280,000 per year. Any guesses as to what this has added 

to the cost of that new handgun you‘re about to buy? 

The question always arises as to ―why we did it?‖ Why did 

we become a test lab? The simple answer is that we could, and 

that we figured it‘d be better if actual ―gun people‖ were 

involved in the testing. As it turned out we made a myriad of 

friends in the industry, gained national recognition and 

accomplished a purpose, albeit a questionable one. 

In 2004 Doug McDougall died of lymphoma, all too young at 

age 40. I transferred the test lab license to Oregon, continued 

testing through 2006, then resigned the license and ended one of 

the more interesting eras of my life. As I‘m fond of saying, ―It 

was quite a ride.‖ 

And ask me if I‘m glad to have escaped California. 

http://www.americanhandgunner.com/exclusive-web-extra-not-

safe/ 

 

11-08-30 New warning bells in Operation Fast and Furious 

probe 

A bruised and battered veteran of the U.S. Civil Service 

explained how the government silences whistleblowers and other 

uncooperative employees: "They give you a big promotion, a 

fancy title and a new office, but no staff and nothing to do. Then 

they tell you to watch the flagpole in front of headquarters and, if 

that flag moves, you come tell us immediately. After that, you're 

never heard from again." Whistleblowers in the Washington 

bureaucracy come in all ideological stripes, but the one thing 

they almost invariably have in common is being subjected to this 

treatment. Some stick to their guns and alert the public to a 

problem in government, but most are bored into submission. 

Kenneth Melson, the now former acting director of the 

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives at the 

center of the Operation Fast and Furious scandal, appears to be 

getting the treatment now. Attorney General Eric Holder 

announced Tuesday that Melson has a new job as a "senior 

adviser" in the Justice Department's Office of Legal Policy. 

According to Holder, "Ken brings decades of experience at the 

department and extensive knowledge in forensic science to his 

new role, and I know he will be a valuable contributor on these 

issues. As he moves into this new role, I want to thank Ken for 

his dedication to the department over the last three decades." 

Sounds just hunky-dory, doesn't it? Don't be surprised if in a few 

weeks a lonely Melson is gazing out of an obscure Justice 

Department office, staring at a flagpole, waiting for something to 

do. 

Or maybe not. There is an alternative explanation for 

Melson's promotion. His testimony before the House Oversight 

and Government Reform Committee led by Rep. Darrell Issa, R-

Calif., was crucial in shining light on a misguided ATF program 

that allowed thousands of firearms to be sold to suppliers for 

Mexican drug cartels. The idea was the weapons would show up 

in Mexican crime scenes and thereby link high-ranking cartel 

figures to the ghastly murders that have become such a familiar 

part of the story south of the border. 

Instead, some of the weapons -- most cannot be accounted for 

by ATF -- have shown up at crime scenes here in the U.S., 

including a desolate spot in the Arizona desert where a U.S. 

Border Patrol agent was gunned down in December. Officials 

from the top to the bottom of the Justice Department ran for the 

exits at that point, but Issa still managed to expose the basic facts 

about Operation Fast and Furious. Much of what Issa learned, 

however, came from sources other than Melson. And while 

Melson insisted that senior Justice Department officials knew 

and approved of the operation, nobody above him has been fired 

or otherwise disciplined as a result. Perhaps the new job -- which 

pays well and is out of the spotlight -- is intended simply to give 

Melson something else to talk about. 

http://washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/2011/08/new-warning-

bells-operation-fast-and-furious-probe#ixzz1WnXa312i 

 

11-08-30 Cops Confiscate Lakewood Lady‟s Arsenal; Motive 

Pending 

Francesca Rice no longer serves in her country‘s armed 

forces, but she brought a piece of the action back home with her. 

It seems the Lakewood vet had stockpiled her Edgewater 

Towers condo with a home arsenal including handguns, 

shotguns, a sniper rifle — plus a Thompson sub-machine gun, 

just in case the pizza guy got fresh. 

Her cache somehow caught the attention of Lakewood Police, 

who paid a visit last September. When they found Rice wasn‘t 

home, they asked an obliging employee of the complex to open 

up the apartment without her consent. Once inside, they raided 

the gun rack, making off with 13 firearms worth around $15,000. 

The only problem: They had no apparent reason to. 

When Rice kindly asked to have her toys returned, the cops 

acknowledged that the weapons were legally owned. But they 

refused to return them without a court order. And so Rice has 

filed suit in Lakewood Municipal Court. 

So far, nobody‘s doing much talking. Lakewood Police Chief 

Timothy Malley declined to speak specifically about the seizure, 

citing the ongoing lawsuit. He also declined to speak generally 

about situations in which Lakewood cops would be likely to 

seize property on a whim. Rice‘s attorney did not return Scene‘s 

calls for comment, and Rice didn‘t respond to repeated buzzes on 

her apartment intercom. 

Amid all the zipped lips, there‘s a moral here for everybody: 

Gun owners, beware of law enforcement looking to trod upon 

your rights. And non-gun owners, beware of neighbors who are 

particularly well prepared for the zombie apocalypse. 

http://www.clevescene.com/scene-and-

heard/archives/2011/08/30/cops-confiscate-lakewood-ladys-

arsenal-motive-pending 

 

11-08-30 A singular Solution to Many Problems – Chuck 

Norris 

Loyal readers know that I have been calling attention to a 

range of Second Amendment issues in the past week. In last 

week's column here, I wrote about the scandals and illegitimate 

regulations emanating from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 

Firearms and Explosives. In another outlet, I documented the 

threat to our rights that is posed by the United Nations' proposed 

arms trade treaty.  

In response, I have heard from many readers who are 

understandably outraged. They want our federal law enforcement 

agencies to respect the law, not break it. They want our 

negotiators at the U.N. to protect our unique constitutional rights, 

not surrender them to some Utopian vision of global harmony. 

http://www.americanhandgunner.com/exclusive-web-extra-not-safe/
http://www.americanhandgunner.com/exclusive-web-extra-not-safe/
http://washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/2011/08/new-warning-bells-operation-fast-and-furious-probe#ixzz1WnXa312i
http://washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/2011/08/new-warning-bells-operation-fast-and-furious-probe#ixzz1WnXa312i
http://www.clevescene.com/scene-and-heard/archives/2011/08/30/cops-confiscate-lakewood-ladys-arsenal-motive-pending
http://www.clevescene.com/scene-and-heard/archives/2011/08/30/cops-confiscate-lakewood-ladys-arsenal-motive-pending
http://www.clevescene.com/scene-and-heard/archives/2011/08/30/cops-confiscate-lakewood-ladys-arsenal-motive-pending
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With apologies to the late Bill Buckley, my readers feel 

powerless to climb athwart the federal leviathan and yell "stop."  

Those two issues are just the tip of the iceberg. Two 

landmark Second Amendment cases recently were decided by the 

U.S. Supreme Court. The first established that the Second 

Amendment indeed does provide an individual right to keep and 

bear arms and a restraint against the federal government. The 

second case applied that finding to state and local governments, 

as well. Both cases invalidated Draconian handgun bans. Both 

were decided by the razor-thin majority of 5-4. But neither case 

established a precise boundary of regulation that the court might 

find acceptable.  

Now lawsuits have been filed across the country seeking to 

invalidate long-standing state and local restrictions. The National 

Rifle Association is coordinating a nationwide legal strategy to 

fulfill the promise of the recent Supreme Court decisions. These 

cases are bubbling up in different federal circuits, testing 

different limitations. Some of the cases are filed by choice; some 

are by necessity. They are all expensive, and they are all 

important. The court inevitably will accept one or more of these 

cases once a split between circuits becomes established. That 

much is virtually certain.  

But it's unknown what that court will look like. Will it be the 

same 5-4 majority that finally has recognized our fundamental 

Second Amendment rights, or will it be a new majority, perhaps 

5-4 the other way, seeking to not only uphold state and local gun 

restrictions but also effectively reverse the two recent decisions 

with death by a thousand cuts? 

That question will be answered by President Barack Obama, 

with the advice and consent of the Senate. We are one heartbeat 

away from giving that decision to this president. We are one 

election away from virtually guaranteeing that the next president 

will answer that question, whoever that may be. And we are one 

election away from making sure that there are enough pro-gun 

senators to give him the right advice, if not consent.  

So, what do we do? As I tell my readers, we all have the 

power to remedy these issues and more through a singular action. 

But we do not hold it as individuals; it only will work if we use it 

collectively. That simple action is to register to vote and then cast 

an informed ballot.  

Too many gun owners and hunters aren't registered to vote. I 

know you're out there, and I've heard all the excuses. That's all 

they are, and they're not worth the paper to print them. We stand 

one short year away from the high campaign season in which 

voters will select our next president, 33 senators and all 435 

members of the House. The Senate could change leadership with 

a swing of just four seats. And this could be another presidential 

election decided by a scant few hundred votes in a single key 

state. I've identified nine key states that will be important in both 

the presidential and senatorial elections. As honorary chairman 

of the NRA's "Trigger The Vote" voter registration campaign, I 

will be doing everything in my power to identify, locate and 

register gun owners and hunters in these states. No, I won't tell 

you which states they are, because I don't want you to think your 

state isn't important. It is; they all are. And every election 

matters, for all the reasons laid out above.  

If you're not registered to vote, then just do it. Visit our 

website, at http://www.TriggerTheVote.org, for all the 

information you need to fill out the form, print it and put it in the 

mail. It's just that simple. And if you are registered to vote 

already, then find someone who isn't. Show him this article. Tell 

him that I know he's not registered to vote -- and I'm not happy 

about it.  

http://townhall.com/columnists/chucknorris/2011/08/30/a_singul

ar_solution_to_many_problems 

 

11-08-30 FL Orange County Sheriff's Office used secret files 

to lobby against gun bill 

Records show Sheriff Jerry Demings' lobbyist handed out 

restricted photos of bikers with concealed weapon permits 

Florida law-enforcement officials dipped into secret 

intelligence files to lobby against legislation that would have 

allowed holders of concealed-weapons permits to carry their 

guns openly, newly released documents show. 

Leading the effort last spring was one of Orange County 

Sheriff Jerry Demings' staff lobbyists, who gave lawmakers 

surveillance and state drivers license photos of eight concealed-

weapons permit holders, despite a state law that makes the 

identities of the 800,000 permit holders confidential. 

The idea was to distribute photographs of motorcycle gang 

members with valid gun permits to show legislators the sort of 

people who might scare away tourists if they displayed their 

pistols, according to an investigation by the Orange-Osceola 

State Attorney's Office 

The information given to lawmakers came from the secret 

files of the Orange sheriff's Intelligence Squad, an undercover 

unit that investigates "motorcycle gangs, white supremacy 

groups … organized crime and other non-traditional cases," the 

state attorney found. 

"I actually stopped by everyone of you guy's office this 

morning and dropped off … photographs of some biker outlaw 

gang guys that have concealed firearm permits. Those are the 

ones we're worried about carrying," sheriff's Capt. Mike Fewless 

told the state Senate Judiciary Committee on April 12. "Please 

defeat this terrible bill." 

In an email to the Orlando Sentinel, Demings wrote that he 

did not know beforehand about Fewless' plans to release 

photographs of motorcyclists with concealed-weapon permits. 

The captain remains the subject of a sheriff's investigation to 

determine if he violated agency policy.  

After the legislature removed the provision allowing open 

carry of firearms, the bill was passed stating that a concealed 

weapon permit holder who accidentally shows a gun would no 

longer be violating the law. 

The state Senate voted against the bill, prompting accusations 

of fear-mongering by law-enforcement officials and raising 

concerns about police misuse of confidential files for political 

goals. 

The State Attorney's Office and Florida Department of Law 

Enforcement cleared Fewless of violating state law, but the 

lawyer for the gang members and others say there's no question 

that something improper occurred. 

Seven of the eight photos of members of the Mongols, 

Outcasts, Outlaws, Pagans and Warlocks motorcycle clubs came 

originally from the state Driver and Vehicle Identification 

(DAVID) system, state attorney's records show. Federal law 

classifies drivers' photographs as "highly restricted personal 

information." 

"It's certainly clear that highly confidential personal 

information was distributed and that is exactly what the DPPA 

[federal Drivers Privacy Protection Act] was intended to stop," 

said Derek Newton, a spokesman for the American Civil 

http://townhall.com/columnists/chucknorris/2011/08/30/a_singular_solution_to_many_problems
http://townhall.com/columnists/chucknorris/2011/08/30/a_singular_solution_to_many_problems
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/topic/social-issues/american-civil-liberties-union-ORCIG0000034.topic
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Liberties Union of Florida. "We are always concerned when the 

government is collecting information and keeping information on 

people who have not been convicted." 

Spokeswoman Ann Howard of the Florida Department of 

Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles said law-enforcement 

officials are never allowed to publicly release drivers license 

photographs — "not even if someone is missing and it could save 

their life." 

When Fewless'actions were described, Howard responded, 

"That is incredibly illegal. That's not allowed to be done." 

Marion Hammer, former national president of the NRA, 

executive director of the Unified Sportsmen of Florida and 

longtime influential lobbyist, said the investigation revealed 

misuse of both the drivers license and weapons-permit records. 

"The concealed weapon holder database is restricted for 

legitimate purposes that does not include lobbying to achieve a 

political purpose," she said Friday. "Using that information to 

besmirch the reputations of citizens who have no felony records 

and imply they are bad people is wrong." 

Among those portrayed in the photos was Tracy Gil Osteen, a 

49-year-old Orlando construction worker with one misdemeanor 

battery conviction. Sheriff's records identified him as president of 

the Florida chapter of the Outlaws Motorcycle Club. 

Neither he nor the other seven motorcyclists had felony 

records and were eligible for concealed-weapon permits 

recognized by Florida and 34 other states. 

The motorcyclists are now represented by Tarpon Springs 

lawyer Jerry Theophilopoulos of Bikerlaw.com. 

"The only way to police the police when they break the law is 

to file a lawsuit, and we are prepared to get justice for all 

concealed weapon permit holders in this state," Theophilopoulos 

wrote in an email.  

All together, Fewless obtained photographs and other 

information for 17 "outlaw bikers" from the Intelligence Squad. 

He specifically asked for pictures of "One Percenters," a term for 

bikers linked to organized crime, to try to sway senators, state 

attorney's records show. 

A member of the squad, Agent John McMahon, told he 

provided the information without asking about the photos 

intended use. 

"Mike is above me in the food chain," McMahon explained. 

"Never said what he was going to do with the information." 

In an email sent the night before the gun hearing to Fewless 

and another sheriff's lobbyists, McMahon wrote, "While I am a 

complete supporter of gun rights for competent and law abiding 

citizens, I would be aghast at the thought of people like these, 

even though they are not (all) convicted felons, openly carrying a 

handgun on their belts … Good luck and keep up the good fight." 

During the state attorney's investigation, which ended in 

May, Fewless said he didn't know state law protected concealed-

weapon permit holders' identities or that most of the photos came 

from the state drivers-license database. 

Investigators cleared Fewless of breaking the law, reasoning 

that state law does not define "personal identifying information" 

and he didn't release the motorcyclists' names when he handed 

out their photographs. 

Asked about the federal restriction on publicly releasing 

drivers license photographs, Chief Investigator Randy Means 

said "that's not an issue" and that the investigation was closed. 

The report concluded it was "a reasonable belief that Captain 

Fewless used confidential criminal justice information to 

persuade the Judicial Committee, comprised of elected officials, 

to strike [State Bill] 234 which allows individuals to carry 

firearms openly." 

http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/orange/os-sheriff-

political-lobbying-secret-files-20110829-1,0,5263196.story 

 

11-08-30 NV Concealed weapon rule streamlines background 

check 

LAS VEGAS  (AP) - A new rule taking effect this week 

will streamline the background check process for Nevadans 

buying guns. 

Sheriffs said Tuesday that people who were issued a 

concealed carry weapon permit July 1 or later won't have to do 

additional background checks each time they buy a new firearm. 

The changes stem from a bill passed this spring in the Nevada 

Legislature that requires a full background check to get a 

concealed weapon, or to renew it after five years. A previous law 

only required a full background check for the initial permit. 

Federal officials reviewed the new law and said it was strong 

enough that permit holders didn't need extra checks. 

The new law was supported by the Nevada Sheriffs' and 

Chiefs Association. 

http://www.fox5vegas.com/story/15362548/concealed-weapon-

rule-streamlines-background-check 

 

11-08-30 Grassley, Issa: Shakeup Won‟t Stop Probe of ATF 

There might be more to come in the investigation of the anti-

gun-trafficking program that sparked the shakeup at the Bureau 

of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, according to two 

lawmakers who have spearheaded the congressional probe. 

―There‘s a lot of blame to go around. As our investigation 

moves forward, and we get to the bottom of this policy, I 

wouldn‘t be surprised to see more fall out beyond the 

resignations and new assignments announced today,‖ said Sen. 

Chuck Grassley (R., Iowa). Mr. Grassley, along with Rep. 

Darrell Issa (R., Calif.), have been investigating ATF‘s 

―Operation Fast and Furious.‖ Some of the guns that ATF sold to 

suspected smugglers with the intention of tracking them have 

been linked to crimes in both Mexico and the U.S. 

On Tuesday, U.S. Attorney Dennis Burke in Arizona, whose 

office oversaw the program, resigned and Acting ATF Director 

Kenneth Melson was reassigned. 

Mr. Grassley called the shakeup ―an admission by the Obama 

administration that serious mistakes were made in Operation Fast 

and Furious, and is a step in the right direction that they are 

continuing to limit any further damage that people involved in 

this disastrous strategy can do.‖ 

Mr. Issa, who chairs the House Oversight and Government 

Reform Committee, said the panel‘s investigation will continue 

―to ensure that blame isn‘t offloaded on just a few individuals for 

a matter that involved much higher levels of the Justice 

Department.‖ 

http://blogs.wsj.com/washwire/2011/08/30/grassley-issa-

shakeup-wont-stop-probe-of-atf/ 

 

11-08-30 Under Scrutiny For 'Fast And Furious,' ATF 

Names New Leader 

Two Justice Department officials who have been closely 

linked to a failed gun-trafficking operation known as "Fast and 

Furious" along the Southwest border announced their 

http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/orange/os-sheriff-political-lobbying-secret-files-20110829-1,0,5263196.story
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/orange/os-sheriff-political-lobbying-secret-files-20110829-1,0,5263196.story
http://www.fox5vegas.com/story/15362548/concealed-weapon-rule-streamlines-background-check
http://www.fox5vegas.com/story/15362548/concealed-weapon-rule-streamlines-background-check
http://blogs.wsj.com/washwire/2011/08/30/grassley-issa-shakeup-wont-stop-probe-of-atf/
http://blogs.wsj.com/washwire/2011/08/30/grassley-issa-shakeup-wont-stop-probe-of-atf/
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resignations Tuesday, as Republicans in Congress promised to 

continue their aggressive oversight. 

Kenneth E. Melson, the acting leader of the Bureau of 

Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, left that post for an 

advisory job at the Justice Department. And Arizona U.S. 

Attorney Dennis Burke said he would resign. Those two officials 

had oversight responsibility for Fast and Furious, and they've 

been the target of ire for months from House Government 

Oversight and Reform Chairman Rep. Darrell Issa (R-CA) and 

Senate Judiciary Committee ranking member Sen. Charles 

Grassley (R-IA). 

The operation was designed to build big criminal cases 

against violent Mexican drug cartels and the people who 

provided them with Ak 47s and other high powered weapons. 

But instead, ATF agents in some cases lost track of the weapons 

under surveillance and they later turned up at crime scenes on 

both sides of the Southwest border, including the December 2010 

death of U.S. Border Patrol Agent Brian Terry. 

In a statement, Issa vowed to continue the scrutiny despite the 

personnel shakeup. 

"While the reckless disregard for safety that took place in 

Operation Fast and Furious certainly merits changes within the 

Department of Justice, the...Committee will continue its 

investigation to ensure that blame isn't offloaded on just a few 

individuals for a matter that involved much higher levels of the 

Justice Department," Issa said. 

Officials handpicked Minnesota's top federal prosecutor, B. 

Todd Jones, to serve as the bureau's acting director. 

Jones is a former military judge advocate with broad 

experience in sensitive cases. Jones will serve as acting director 

of the ATF, and he won't give up his Senate confirmed job as the 

U.S. attorney in Minnesota. The ATF position requires Senate 

confirmation, too, but no nominee has gotten a successful vote in 

years because of fights in Congress about gun policy. Kenneth E. 

Melson, who had been leading the ATF on an interim basis since 

2009, has been named a senior advisor on forensic science issues 

in the Justice Department's Office of Legal Policy. 

Attorney General Eric Holder said he has "great confidence 

that (Jones) will be a strong and steady influence guiding ATF." 

Holder also thanked Melson for his service and said he would be 

a "valuable contributor" on forensic issues. Melson is a past 

president of the American Academy of Forensic Sciences. 

Sen. John Cornyn (R-Tex.) signaled in a written statement 

that a change at the top of ATF won't make the climate any 

easier. "Instead of reassigning those responsible for Fast and 

Furious within the Department of Justice, Attorney General 

Holder should ask for their resignations and come clean on all 

alleged gun walking operations...," Cornyn said. 

Update at 2:22 p.m. ET. Dennis Burke's Resignation Letter 

In his resignation e-mail sent to colleagues and obtained by 

NPR, Dennis Burke did not specifically mention "Fast and 

Furious." 

"My long tenure in public service has been intensely 

gratifying," he wrote. "It has also been intensely demanding. For 

me, it is the right time to move on to pursue other aspects of my 

career and my life and allow the office to move ahead." 

In a statement, Attorney General Eric Holder praised Burke 

and his office's "quick response" in the investigation of the 

shooting of Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords. 

"I am grateful to Dennis for his dedication and service to the 

Department of Justice over these many years and commend his 

decision to place the interests of the U.S. Attorney's office above 

all else," Holder said in a statement. 

http://www.npr.org/blogs/thetwo-

way/2011/08/30/140059798/under-scrutiny-for-fast-and-furious-

atf-announces-new-leader?ft=1&f=1001 

 

11-08-30 Gun Inquiry Costs Officials Their Jobs 

WASHINGTON — The Obama administration on Tuesday 

replaced two top Justice Department officials associated with an 

ill-fated investigation into a gun-trafficking network in Arizona 

that has been at the center of a political conflagration. 

Attorney General Eric H. Holder Jr. announced the 

resignation of the United States attorney in Phoenix, Dennis K. 

Burke, and the reassignment of the acting director of the Bureau 

of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, Kenneth E. 

Melson.  

The two officials became the highest-profile political 

casualties yet in the fallout from a disputed effort to take down a 

weapons-smuggling ring based in Arizona and linked to Mexican 

drug cartels.  

Run by the bureau‘s Phoenix division, the operation, called 

Operation Fast and Furious, ran from late 2009 to early 2011. Its 

strategy was to watch suspected ―straw‖ gun buyers, rather than 

moving as quickly as possible to arrest them and seize the 

weapons, in the hope of identifying higher-level conspirators — 

as drug investigations are often conducted.  

The operation was internally controversial because the 

firearms bureau traditionally puts a priority on getting guns off 

the street. It also lacked adequate controls — one straw purchaser 

bought more than 600 weapons, and agents lost track of 

hundreds. Many later turned up at crime scenes in Mexico, and 

two were recovered at a site in Arizona where a United States 

Border Patrol agent was killed.  

After that killing, bureau agents opposed to the operation 

reached out to Congress, and two Republican lawmakers — 

Representative Darrell Issa of California, chairman of the House 

Oversight Committee, and Senator Charles E. Grassley of Iowa 

— began an investigation. On Tuesday, they vowed to press on.  

―Today‘s announcement is an admission by the Obama 

administration that serious mistakes were made in Operation Fast 

and Furious,‖ Mr. Grassley said, ―and is a step in the right 

direction that they are continuing to limit any further damage that 

people involved in this disastrous strategy can do. We‘re looking 

for a full accounting from the Justice Department as to who knew 

what and when, so we can be sure that this ill-advised strategy 

never happens again.‖  

Democrats have been largely muted in response to the 

investigation. Mr. Holder also asked the Justice Department‘s 

inspector general to examine the operation. And Democratic 

lawmakers have joined in criticizing its tactics, while objecting 

only to Republicans‘ efforts to blame senior Obama 

administration officials for them.  

Such accusations have been repeatedly contradicted by 

testimony from Justice Department and A.T.F. supervisors — 

including Mr. Melson and Mr. Burke — that there was no policy 

directive from Washington or the administration to adopt such an 

investigative strategy. The two men have also said that they had 

not known the details of the operation‘s tactics, let alone briefed 

their own superiors about them.  

Mr. Issa repeated his claims on Tuesday, saying that his 

committee ―will continue its investigation to ensure that blame 

http://www.npr.org/blogs/thetwo-way/2011/08/30/140059798/under-scrutiny-for-fast-and-furious-atf-announces-new-leader?ft=1&f=1001
http://www.npr.org/blogs/thetwo-way/2011/08/30/140059798/under-scrutiny-for-fast-and-furious-atf-announces-new-leader?ft=1&f=1001
http://www.npr.org/blogs/thetwo-way/2011/08/30/140059798/under-scrutiny-for-fast-and-furious-atf-announces-new-leader?ft=1&f=1001
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isn‘t offloaded on just a few individuals for a matter that 

involved much higher levels of the Justice Department.‖  

Mr. Holder did not directly address the operation on Tuesday. 

But in his statement thanking Mr. Burke, he referred indirectly to 

the management distractions, commending ―his decision to place 

the interests of the U.S. Attorney‘s Office above all else.‖  

Mr. Holder also named B. Todd Jones, the United States 

attorney for Minnesota, as the new acting director for the 

firearms bureau, a beleaguered agency that has long been 

hobbled by gun-rights politics. Five years ago Congress required 

that the agency‘s director be approved by the Senate, but no 

nominee has since been confirmed.  

Mr. Jones, who also is the chairman of Mr. Holder‘s advisory 

committee of prosecutors, will remain a United States attorney.  

―I know it‘s been a challenging time for this agency, and for 

many of you,‖ Mr. Jones wrote in an e-mail to the firearms 

bureau Tuesday. ―As we move forward, we face a more 

important challenge than what‘s been going on outside of A.T.F. 

these last several months — what‘s going on inside A.T.F.‖  

Other officials associated with the star-crossed operation 

have also been swept away in recent weeks. Two A.T.F. Phoenix 

division supervisors, William Newell and William McMahon, 

received lateral transfers to positions in Washington. Emory 

Hurley, an assistant United States attorney in Phoenix who 

worked on the operation, was transferred to the office‘s civil 

division from its criminal division.  

Mr. Melson is taking a low-profile position as a ―senior 

advise‖ for forensic science issues at the Office of Legal Policy 

in the Justice Department. By contrast, Mr. Burke — who was 

considered a rising Democratic star in a state run by Republicans 

— is returning to private life.  

Mr. Burke did not return calls on Tuesday. But in newly 

released excerpts of his private testimony to Congressional 

investigators this month, he took responsibility for the operation 

even as he said he had not known about its tactics.  

―I get to stand up when we have a great case to announce and 

take all the credit for it regardless of how much work I did on it,‖ 

he said. ―So when our office makes mistakes, I need to take 

responsibility, and this is a case, as reflected by the work of this 

investigation, it should not have been done the way it was done, 

and I want to take responsibility for that, and I‘m not falling on a 

sword or trying to cover for anyone else.‖  

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/31/us/31guns.html?_r=3 

 

11-08-30 Gunwalker scandal: ATF director out of top job 

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives Acting 

Director Kenneth Melson is being moved out of the top job at the 

bureau, ATF special agents in charge announced during an 

internal conference call today. He will transfer to the Justice 

Department and assume the position of senior advisor on forensic 

science, Office of Legal Programs. 

The DOJ announced Melson will be replaced by the U.S. 

Attorney for Minnesota, Todd Jones.  

"As a seasoned prosecutor and former military judge 

advocate, U.S. Attorney Jones is a demonstrated leader who 

brings a wealth of experience to this position," said Attorney 

General Eric Holder. 

Also, U.S. Attorney for Arizona Dennis Burke has submitted 

his resignation to President Obama, effective immediately. In an 

email sent to his staff Tuesday, Burke says his long tenure in 

public office has been intensely gratifying and intensely 

demanding. 

Read Burke's resignation letter  

Burke was interviewed by Congressional investigators behind 

closed doors on Aug. 18.  

Sources tell CBS News that the Assistant U.S. Attorney in 

Phoenix, Emory Hurley, who worked under Burke and helped 

oversee the controversial case is also expected to be transferred 

out of the Criminal Division into the Civil Division. Justice 

Department officials provided no immediate comment or 

confirmation of that move.  

The flurry of personnel shifts come as the Inspector General 

continues investigating the so-called gunwalker scandal at the 

Justice Department and theATF.  

ATF promotes "Fast and Furious" supervisors 

ATF denies promotions of controversial figures 

The gunwalking scandal centered on an ATF program that 

allowed thousands of high-caliber weapons to knowingly be sold 

to so-called "straw buyers" who are suspected as middlemen for 

criminals. Those weapons, according to the Justice Dept., have 

been tied to at least 12 violent crimes in the United States, and an 

unknown number of violent crimes in Mexico. 

Dubbed operation "Fast and Furious," the plan was designed 

to gather intelligence on gun sales, but ATF agents have told 

CBS News and members of Congress that they were routinely 

ordered to back off and allow weapons to "walk" when sold. 

Previously, ATF Phoenix Special Agent in Charge Bill 

Newell was reassigned to headquarters, and two Assistant 

Special Agents in Charge under Fast and Furious, George Gillett 

and Jim Needles, were also moved to other positions. 

Read Melson's memo below:  

At noon today, I announced that I was leaving ATF for a 

position in the Office of Legal Policy at the Department of 

Justice. That position focuses on the development of forensic 

science policy and allows me to continue decades of work in that 

area. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank you for allowing me 

the honor of serving as your Acting Director for the past 28 

months. I take with me many fond memories of my time here at 

ATF and will remain forever humbled to have worked with such 

a group of dedicated professionals. 

I am confident that the men and women who serve the 

Bureau are, individually, and more importantly, collectively very 

capable of overcoming the many challenges that are frequently 

placed in your way. 

My one wish would be that the American people truly 

understood how dedicated and committed you are to the 

important mission of ATF and to the protection of the American 

people. 

The list of those whose assistance was critical during my 

tenure is lengthy. I would simply like to thank each of you for 

your good counsel and support, your leadership, and, most 

importantly, your friendship --from all those I met in the field to 

the leadership team here in Headquarters. 

My last request of you is to give your fullest support to the 

new Acting Director.  

I look forward to hearing nothing but good news and great 

accomplishments from ATF. God Speed. 

Ken Melson  

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/31/us/31guns.html?_r=3 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/31/us/31guns.html?_r=3
http://www.cbsnews.com/htdocs/pdf/0830burke-resignation-letter.pdf
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-31727_162-20093191-10391695.html
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-31727_162-20094200-10391695.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/31/us/31guns.html?_r=3


 

 
Page 37 

11-08-30 Man gets state prison for robbery of pizza 

deliveryman 

A Bethlehem man who pleaded guilty to luring a pizza 

deliveryman to an abandoned area and robbing him was 

sentenced Friday to state prison. 

Luis C. Vega, 18, who pleaded guilty in July to robbery and 

terroristic threats, was ordered to serve 21 months to seven years 

in state prison, Northampton County Assistant District Attorney 

Robert Eyer said. 

Vega was 17 when he committed the Oct. 20 robbery, 

authorities said. 

According to court records 

Before the robbery, a woman who identified herself as 

Dabrea called Domino's Pizza and ordered a delivery for 1335-D 

Eastwood Road. 

But when deliveryman Andrew Uhler arrived, he found the 

house and neighboring units were abandoned. 

As Uhler was walking back to his car, he heard someone run 

up behind him. He turned to see Vega holding what appeared to 

be a pistol and wearing a metallic Halloween mask. 

Vega ordered Uhler to lie on the ground and robbed him of 

$15 and $98 in merchandise. Investigators linked Vega to the 

holdup through phone records for the number that called 

Domino's. 

Authorities said Vega was armed with an air gun. 

http://www.mcall.com/news/local/police/mc-bethlehem-robbery-

pizza-20110829,0,1622452.story?obref=obnetwork 

 

11-08-30 Hawaii Gun Laws In Question Following 

Lawsuit 

A lawsuit was filed in Hawaii on behalf of the Hawaii 

Defense Foundation, as the members of the organization are 

seeking to reform the State‘s harsh gun laws, specifically the 

restrictions concerning the lack of a right to carry a firearm in 

public, KITV Hawaii reported. 

The members of the organization are contesting the State‘s 

gun laws, which are some of the strictest in the country. 

Christopher Baker, founder of the club, filed the lawsuit in an 

effort to protect the 2nd Amendment rights of the people of 

Hawaii and to ensure that residents will be able to protect 

themselves, reported the news outlet. 

―It was decided a long time ago that everyone, every person 

has that ability,‖ the attorney for the organization told KITV. ―So 

it isn‘t really up for discussion any more than any of the other 

amendments are.‖ 

The current law in Hawaii dictates that firearms can only be 

carried by those who have received licenses that are issued in 

exceptional circumstances or where there is a need or urgency 

that has been sufficiently indicated. These restrictions may act as 

a direct violation of the laws that this country was founded on, 

according to Hawaii Reporter. 

http://www.personalliberty.com/news/hawaii-gun-laws-in-

question-following-lawsuit-2-800585048/ 

 

11-08-29 Mistakes can't be rewarded 

The federal government "is broken," it has been said. Why? 

Because incompetence is rewarded too often while misconduct 

goes unpunished. 

It has happened again, this time regarding mistakes that may 

well have cost lives. 

For many months the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 

and Explosives operated a program code-named "Fast and 

Furious." Its intent was to learn more about how U.S. firearms 

are sent to Mexico, where drug cartels put them to murderous 

use. 

But "Fast and Furious" fought fire by pouring gasoline on it, 

in effect. ATF agents knowingly allowed hundreds of firearms to 

be purchased in the United States, then sent to the cartels. Instead 

of intercepting the guns, the ATF in some ways sped them on 

their way to Mexico. 

While the initiative was in progress, other law enforcement 

agencies, including those working in Mexico against the cartels 

were kept ignorant of it. 

No one can say how many of the weapons were used in drug 

cartel killings. It is suspected at least one of them was used to 

murder a U.S. Border Patrol agent. 

U.S. Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas, has demanded more 

information about why three ATF officials involved in "Fast and 

Furious" received job promotions. 

Yes, promotions. Far from being disciplined for their errors 

in judgment or, at the very least, disqualified from advancement, 

the three were rewarded. 

Cornyn is right to demand more information from Attorney 

General Eric Holder. 

But one question already has been answered: Why is the 

government broken? Because many bureaucrats can get away 

with critical mistakes and, instead of being penalized, reap 

rewards. 

http://www.minotdailynews.com/page/content.detail/id/558006/

Mistakes-can-t-be-rewarded.html 

 

11-08-29 Pocono Pines man accused of pointing pistol at 

neighbor 

A Pocono Pines man with a .380-caliber handgun on 

Saturday threatened a neighbor who stopped to check on the 

man's strange behavior, police said. 

John Fischer, 57, had been acting oddly in the road near his 

home in the 200 block of Third Street, Tobyhanna Township, 

before the neighbor asked about him at 10:55 a.m., Pocono 

Mountain Regional police said. 

The neighbor's inquiry angered Fischer, police said. Fischer 

allegedly berated the man and pointed the pistol at him. The 

neighbor ran home and called 911 

Fischer continued yelling at the neighbor and slipped into the 

nearby woods, but when police arrived, he came out from the 

trees and was taken into custody, police said. Police said they 

also found a handgun in Fischer's house. 

Fischer was arraigned by District Judge Richard Claypool on 

charges of aggravated assault, terroristic threats and related 

offenses, and sent to Monroe County Prison under $100,000 bail. 

http://www.mcall.com/news/breaking/mc-pocono-pines-gun-

threat-20110829,0,7013617.story 

 

11-08-28 Hypocrisy of the day 

The editorial board of the Boston Globe cried hurricane-sized 

crocodile tears over the promise by Colt to leave New England if 

Connecticut, Massachusetts or Rhode Island pass unnecessary 

mandates on gun-making. This would involve micro-stamping 

bullets with a code as they leave the gun. In an editorial today, 

the Boston Globe admitted this requirement is foolish — ―It‘s 

http://www.mcall.com/news/local/police/mc-bethlehem-robbery-pizza-20110829,0,1622452.story?obref=obnetwork
http://www.mcall.com/news/local/police/mc-bethlehem-robbery-pizza-20110829,0,1622452.story?obref=obnetwork
http://www.personalliberty.com/news/hawaii-gun-laws-in-question-following-lawsuit-2-800585048/
http://www.personalliberty.com/news/hawaii-gun-laws-in-question-following-lawsuit-2-800585048/
http://www.minotdailynews.com/page/content.detail/id/558006/Mistakes-can-t-be-rewarded.html
http://www.minotdailynews.com/page/content.detail/id/558006/Mistakes-can-t-be-rewarded.html
http://www.mcall.com/news/breaking/mc-pocono-pines-gun-threat-20110829,0,7013617.story
http://www.mcall.com/news/breaking/mc-pocono-pines-gun-threat-20110829,0,7013617.story
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questionable how effective micro-stamping would be‖ — but 

slammed gun makers for threatening to leave New England. 

From the editorial: 

While firearms manufacturers have a right to lobby against 

this legislation and explain their objections to it, it is 

inappropriate to wield the jobs of hundreds of workers as a 

weapon. Micro-stamping does not place any significant burden 

on the sale or manufacture of guns. It is not a ban or an arduous 

tax. It merely requires the engraving of a serial number in one 

more place on the weapon. If a state legislature decides micro-

stamping is appropriate, it should not be forced to choose 

between citizens‘ lives and citizens‘ livelihood. 

How do newspaper publishers know what ―does not place 

any significant burden on the sale or manufacture of guns‖? 

Might gun owners, given the choice between a weapon that 

micro-stamps and one that does not be more inclined to chose the 

latter? After all, if a criminal steals the weapon and uses it in 

another crime, there is far less a chance of the gun being traced 

back and its original owner held liable for that crime. 

The Boston Globe has been a proponent of more stringent 

gun laws. But my, how its editorial board loves those gun 

manufacturing jobs. 

But then again, despite condemning smoking, the government 

makes 8 times as much on taxes as tobacco companies make as 

profit on a pack of smokes. It is all about the Benjamins. 

UPDATE: Republican Governor Susana Martinez of New 

Mexico posted perfect scores on the range for her .38 and her .45 

to renew her concealed-carry permit for another two years. Not 

every state hates guns. 

http://blogs.dailymail.com/donsurber/archives/41155 

 

11-08-28 ATF source: a blatant partisan act that circumvents 

the law and Congress 

A long time street agent with the Bureau of Alcohol, 

Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (the ATF), who serves as 

anonymous source in the ongoing investigation into the Project 

Gunwalker scandal, reported to blogger/citizen journalist Mike 

Vanderboegh yesterday that the agency's response by doubling 

down on the illegal activity is a blatant partisan act that 

circumvents the law and the will of Congress. 

In the aftermath of numerous news reports both in the 

mainstream and alternative media concerning the illegal scheme 

to place guns in the hands of Mexican drug cartels--all in an 

attempt to produce phony statistics that would prove American 

guns arm the cartels and justify draconian new gun firearms 

legislation in the U.S.--the ATF and its oversight agency, the 

Department of Justice, stonewalled Congressional investigations, 

refusing to provide subpoenaed documents. 

Additionally, the ATF issued new reporting regulatons 

concerning the sale of 'long guns.' The law does not mandate any 

such reporting requirements, and Congress did not authorize the 

agency to make the new rules. 

Instead, the agency is throwing a party to celebrate their new 

illegal 'rules.' 

In a communique received by Vanderboegh, the office of an 

ATF official sent the following memo to agency employees:  

From: (REDACTED)  

Sent: Thursday, August 25, 2011 9:36 AM  

Subject: Rifle Multiple Sale Reporting Program Celebration  

Please join us on Wednesday, August 31, at 9:30 a.m., in 

Conference Room B to celebrate the successful completion of the 

rifle multiple sale reporting program. Collaboration among many 

directorates made this program possible, and REDACTED and I 

want to recognize and thank all the employees who contributed 

to our success.  

This celebration will be held in connection with our EPS 

supervisors meeting to be held in the same room beginning at 

10am. Please forward this invitation to all the remaining EPS 

supervisors in Martinsburg. I initially tried to list all their names, 

but I know I will leave some of the section supervisors out, and 

our celebration would not be complete without them. 

(REDACTED) and I look forward to seeing you all in 

Martinsburg. 

Names have been redacted out of the text to protect the 

identities of sources. 

And this prompted the ATF street agent to make his stinging 

indictment of the agency: 

"(This is a) planned celebration on gov't time and in gov't 

building. I have NEVER seen such a blatant partisan action as 

this in my entire time in the government."  

..."Celebrating blatantly circumventing congressional intent 

and law and then rather than just enforcing it, we are actually 

celebrating pro or anti guns policies? I AM PISSED."  

According to Vanderboeh the staffs of both U.S. 

Representative Darrell Issa, R-California, and U.S. Senator 

Charles Grassley, R-Iowa, have been informed of the 'party.' Issa 

and Grassley are heading Congressional investigations into the 

scandal involving 'Operation Fast and Furious,' also known as 

'Project Gunwalker.' 

National Gun Rights Examiner David Codrea describes in 

detail the nature of the new rules requiring gun stores located in 

states that border Mexico to report all sales of 'long guns' or 

'semi-automatic rifles with detachable magazines.' 

And, as Codrea notes in his article from December of 2010 

when the 'long gun reporting' rules were first proposed, this 

action is a blatant power-grab by the Department of Justice that 

has no basis in the Constitution and no authorization from 

Congress.  

Sources indicate that it is a safe bet to expect the mess to hit 

the fan when Issa reconvenes his oversight committee in the 

House following the Labor Day break. Many who have closely 

followed the developments in this continually-breaking story 

believe that the appointment of a special prosecutor is long 

overdue. 

http://www.examiner.com/conservative-in-national/atf-source-a-

blatant-partisan-act-that-circumvents-the-law-and-congress 

 

11-08-28 Alleged armed robber killed by WI Okauchee 

homeowner 

OKAUCHEE - Police say an Okauchee homeowner shot and 

killed a man he claims broke into his house. 

It happened around 2:00 a.m. Saturday on Wisconsin Ave. 

The crime scene tape around his Okauchee home is gone but 

the memories of early Saturday morning are fresh and hard for 

Mike Fitzsimmons. 

"I‘m happy that I'm alive today,‖ Fitzsimmons told TMJ4 

reporter Keller Russell. 

He says he was asleep inside his home when he heard 

someone breaking in. He grabbed his flashlight and a gun. 

"I confronted the guy and he told me he had a gun. He came 

at me with a gun,‖ said Fitzsimmons. 

http://www.boston.com/bostonglobe/editorial_opinion/editorials/articles/2011/08/28/a_false_choice_gun_making_vs_gun_control/
http://blogs.dailymail.com/donsurber/archives/41308
http://blogs.dailymail.com/donsurber/archives/41308
http://blogs.dailymail.com/donsurber/archives/41308
http://blogs.dailymail.com/donsurber/archives/41155
http://www.examiner.com/conservative-in-national/atf-source-a-blatant-partisan-act-that-circumvents-the-law-and-congress
http://www.examiner.com/conservative-in-national/atf-source-a-blatant-partisan-act-that-circumvents-the-law-and-congress
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The homeowner told police he confronted the man in the 

garage and it moved to the back of the house. He says the man 

cornered him, threatening his life with a gun. Within minutes, 

Fitzsimmons says it was all over. 

"I told him to drop it, backed up shot him, killed him." 

The Town of Oconomowoc police say the man Fitzsimmons 

killed is James Babe IV, 39, of Waukesha. According to state 

court records, Babe is a life registered sex offender with a 

lengthy criminal history, including burglary. 

Police are still trying to figure out why Babe was in 

Okauchee. 

"It‘s not normal out here -- people breaking into houses and 

somebody getting shot. It‘s never happened in my career here,‖ 

said Lt. Russel Paar. 

Neighbors said officers roped off the house in crime scene 

tape and worked through the early morning hours Saturday, into 

the evening. Police won‘t say whether they found a gun near the 

alleged intruder, as Fitzsimmons described. 

Mike Fitzsimmons says he acted in self defense, actions he‘s 

still coming to grips with. 

"I did not want this to happen. The last thing I want to do is 

something like that." 

Police didn‘t arrest Fitzsimmons. The department plans to 

hand the case over to the District Attorney‘s office. 

Babe's fiance tells TMJ4 he was in the area for a night out 

with friends at the bar. He also had family that lives in 

Oconomowoc. She said James Babe would never break into 

someones house or hurt anyone. She also claims he doesn't own a 

gun. She acknowledges Babe had a past but said he had 

committed himself to staying out of trouble and that would never 

do anything to take himself away from her and her two children. 

http://www.todaystmj4.com/news/local/128571648.html 

 

11-08-27 Background Check Exemption Status for CCW 

Holders Under Review by ATF 

Thanks to a letter written by a concerned citizen, Nevada 

owners of a concealed weapons (CCW) permit may soon be able 

to purchase more firearms without further background checks 

and the associated $25 fee. 

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 

(BATFE, also commonly referred to as ATF) is reviewing 

legislation passed this last session to determine if Nevada again 

qualifies for an exemption from the National Instant Criminal 

Background Check System (NICS) check. If the legislation 

meets BATFE requirements, the federal agency will issue an 

open letter to Nevada federal firearms licensees, or dealers, 

informing them a CCW permit will now suffice for firearm 

purchases. 

For Nevada gun owners, that means they will forego 

additional background checks and the associated $25 fee charged 

by the state, as long as they can produce a valid CCW permit 

when purchasing a firearm. 

A BATFE spokeswoman confirmed that the agency is 

reviewing the Nevada law, but could not say if or when the 

exemption would be granted. 

―All we're trying to do is talk to the ATF and make sure they 

have everything they need,‖ said Frank Adams, executive 

director of the Nevada Sheriffs and Chiefs Association (NSCA) 

in Mesquite. ―We're expecting an answer shortly. I don't have a 

crystal ball.‖ 

The NSCA initially said it would contact BATFE via a 

formal letter, but at its July meeting the group opted to delay 

action until its September meeting at the request of the sheriffs of 

Clark and Washoe counties, said Adams. 

―They wanted to study the impact because they anticipate a 

huge influx of new applications,‖ he said. 

Adams said both counties have suffered tremendous budget 

cuts. 

―We may have to go back to the counties and ask for more 

money,‖ he said, to cover the costs of new permit applications. 

―The fees we collect don't cover the whole cost. They have to be 

fiscally concerned. It's a privileged license being supplemented 

by taxpayer dollars.‖ 

In the meantime, a private citizen associated with the 

Stillwater Firearms Association, a Fallon-based advocacy group, 

sent a letter to the ATF, which contacted him to say it was 

reviewing the new law passed by the state, according to J.L. 

Rhodes, legislative action committee chairman for the 

association. 

―They called to say thank you,‖ said Rhodes. 

Rhodes said he called the Nevada Department of Public 

Safety to see what the holdup was on contacting the ATF to 

trigger a review and was told that the ATF was already taking 

action based on the private citizen's letter. 

―It was left up to an individual to send the letter,‖ said Carrie 

Herbertson, state liaison for the National Rifle Association, who 

said the NSCA dragged its feet on the matter. ―That's one 

powerful letter.‖ 

Nevada lost its exemption from the NICS checks in 2008 

when it failed to pass legislation that would have brought the 

state into compliance. An earlier audit by the BATFE showed 

that not all of the state's sheriff offices were conducting proper 

background checks and that state law did not require the checks 

on permit renewals. 

In 2005, the state's 17 sheriffs' offices signed a Memorandum 

of Understanding saying they would comply with BATFE 

requirements until legislation could be enacted in the 2007 

legislative session, allowing the state to hang onto its exemption 

until then. 

The Nevada legislature, though, failed to pass the needed 

legislation in 2007 so, in 2008, the BATFE said the state no 

longer qualified for the exemption. 

Since then, CCW permit holders have had to go through a 

background check for each firearm purchase and, because 

Nevada acted as a point of contact (POC) and used the state's 

criminal records database, had to pay a $25 fee. Background 

checks conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation for 

states that opt not to be POCs are free. 

No action was taken during the 2009 legislative, but this past 

session Assembly Bill 282 passed. The bill includes the language 

making the process for initial applications and renewals the same 

and is expected to satisfy the BATFE's rules for exemption from 

the NICS checks. The only thing left is for the BATFE to review 

the bill, give its stamp of approval and inform dealers that they 

can now accept CCW permits as an alternative to NICS checks. 

But the granting of the NICS exemption may not be the end 

of the issue. According to the NRA's Herbertson, at least one 

Nevada state legislator is looking into why the state charges a 

$25 fee for the check it will be required to do on initial 

applications and 5-year renewals even with the exemption. 

http://www.todaystmj4.com/news/local/128571648.html
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―The $25 fee is absurd,‖ said Herbertson, who says that many 

other so-called POC states charge less. She said she believed the 

charges for the NICS checks were $2 in Virginia, $7.50 in Utah 

and $10.50 in Oregon, for example. 

Nevada is one of 21 states that act as a POC, according to the 

BATFE web site. In the rest of the states, dealers go through the 

FBI for free checks. Herbertson said several states are now trying 

to back out of their POC status, but this year only Delaware was 

successful in dropping it. 

http://www.lahontanvalleynews.com/article/20110827/NEWS/11

0829923/1001&parentprofile=1008 

 

11-08-26 Cheney tells inside story of how he bucked 

administration on 2nd Amendment 

Former Vice President Dick Cheney‘s autobiographical book 

offers new information about a rare instance of Cheney breaking 

with his own administration‘s official policy on a Second 

Amendment appeals court ruling, angering a top aide to then-

President George W. Bush. 

A source provided The Daily Caller with the passage in 

Cheney‘s soon-to-be released book, ―In My Time,‖ where the 

former vice president reveals that he and Bush never spoke about 

his bucking of the administration over the issue — an appeals 

court ruling that the District of Columbia‘s handgun ban is 

unconstitutional. 

―The president never said a word to me about it,‖ Cheney 

wrote. 

Cheney describes in his book that he staunchly disagreed 

with the administration‘s Justice Department‘s amicus brief not 

fully supporting the appeals court ruling on the issue. The 

administration argued that the ruling was too broad and asked the 

Supreme Court to send the case back to the lower courts. 

―This stance seemed inconsistent with the president‘s 

previous position on the second amendment and it was certainly 

inconsistent with my view,‖ Cheney wrote. 

Therefore, Cheney, in 2008, in his capacity as president of 

the Senate and not vice president of the United States, signed an 

amicus brief with other members of Congress — after an aide for 

Republican Texas Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison approached 

Cheney‘s office — expressing support for the appeals court 

decision. 

Not everyone in the West Wing was thrilled, Cheney 

recounts. 

Bush‘s chief of staff, Josh Bolten made it clear to Cheney‘s 

chief of staff, David Addington, that he ―was not happy‖ about it. 

But Addington, Cheney wrote, responded that he works for the 

vice president and not the president‘s chief of staff. 

Cheney also wrote that others ―around the West Wing 

seemed pleased. Barry Jackson, who had replaced Karl Rove as 

the president‘s political adviser, said he was delighted to see that 

I had taken a firm position in support of the second amendment.‖ 

Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia, according to Cheney, 

also later joked that the court was unsure how to rule until ―the 

vice president‘s brief showed up.‖ 

http://dailycaller.com/2011/08/26/cheney-tells-inside-story-of-

how-he-bucked-administration-on-2nd-

amendment/#ixzz1WWB4vmuX 

 

11-08-25 Bronx, N.Y., felons had assault rifle, semi-

automatic pistol in SUV on Interstate 80 in Monroe County, 

police report 

Two Bronx, N.Y., men face weapons charges after a traffic 

stop Wednesday afternoon on Interstate 80 East in Pocono 

Township, Monroe County, led to a search that turned up an 

assault weapon, a semi-automatic pistol and ammunition, 

according to Pennsylvania State Police at Swiftwater. 

Kareem Barnes, 37, and his passenger Curtiz Anthony 

Jenkins, 34, were stopped in a 1999 Lexus SUV at 3:20 p.m. 

when police determined there were "several criminal indicators" 

and a search warrant was obtained, police said. 

Police said they found an AK-47 with a 30-round magazine, 

78 rounds, including 38 hollow-points, and a Bersa 380 caliber 

semi-automatic pistol with a magazine and rounds. The weapons 

were bought in the Wilkes-Barre area and were being taken to 

New York City, police said. 

The weapons were not registered to Barnes and Jenkins and both 

are felons prohibited from possessing firearms, police said. 

Barnes and Jenkins were arraigned on firearms charges and 

sent to Monroe County Prison.  

http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/breaking-

news/index.ssf/2011/08/bronx_ny_felons_had_assault_ri.html 

 

11-08-25 Man Faces 2 Years in Prison for Shooting Grizzly 

While Defending Family 

This is quite a story. A man charged with unlawfully shooting 

and killing a grizzly bear in defense of his family, garnered so 

many supporters at his arraignment in U.S. District Court 

Tuesday that the judge had to move the hearing to a larger 

courtroom. 

Even in the larger space, however, every seat was reportedly 

occupied as the man‘s family, friends and neighbors vied for a 

place to show their support. 

Jeremy M. Hill, 33, pleaded not guilty to killing the grizzly 

with a rifle on his 20-acre property near Porthill, Idaho, at the 

Canadian border. 

Because the Endangered Species Act classifies the grizzly as 

a threatened species, Hill was charged with a misdemeanor. 

The trial has been set for October 4 and Hill‘s lawyer, Marc 

Lyons, said he plans to defend Hill on the basis of self-defense 

and protection of family. 

Jeremy Hill‘s father, Mike Hill, said his son was concerned 

for the safety of his children who were playing outside when the 

mother grizzly and her two cubs happened onto his property in 

May. 

Hill has six children ranging in age from 14 years old to 10 

months old and at least five were reportedly home when the 

grizzly appeared and was later killed. 

CDAPress adds: 

The bears had gone after some pigs in a pen that the kids had 

been raising, Mike Hill said. 

He said his son shot one of the bears, then called authorities 

to notify them of the kill. The other two bears ran off. 

He said his son could have just buried the animal and not said 

anything to law enforcement. He said his son is being penalized 

for coming forward. 

―The charges are simply unjust,‖ State Sen. Shawn Keough 

(R-Sandpoint), who attended the heargin, told the CDAPress. 

―Hopefully common sense will prevail. It‘s clearly an issue of 

protecting the family.‖ 

According to her, the community has raised nearly $20,000 

for Hill‘s defense. 

http://www.lahontanvalleynews.com/article/20110827/NEWS/110829923/1001&parentprofile=1008
http://www.lahontanvalleynews.com/article/20110827/NEWS/110829923/1001&parentprofile=1008
http://dailycaller.com/2011/08/26/cheney-tells-inside-story-of-how-he-bucked-administration-on-2nd-amendment/#ixzz1WWB4vmuX
http://dailycaller.com/2011/08/26/cheney-tells-inside-story-of-how-he-bucked-administration-on-2nd-amendment/#ixzz1WWB4vmuX
http://dailycaller.com/2011/08/26/cheney-tells-inside-story-of-how-he-bucked-administration-on-2nd-amendment/#ixzz1WWB4vmuX
http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/breaking-news/index.ssf/2011/08/bronx_ny_felons_had_assault_ri.html
http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/breaking-news/index.ssf/2011/08/bronx_ny_felons_had_assault_ri.html
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―Clearly, we have a problem with the ESA [Endangered 

Species Act] when situations like this happen.‖ Rep. Raul 

Labrador (R-Idaho) added. ―We‘re doing everything we can to 

make sure this man is treated fairly.‖ 

According to CDA, the charge of killing a threatened species 

can carry a two-year prison sentence, a maximum fine of 

$50,000, and up to one year of probation. 

http://www.theblaze.com/stories/man-faces-2-years-in-prison-

for-shooting-grizzly-while-defending-family/ 

 

11-08-25 Pizza man says he was robbed while making 

delivery 

An Indianapolis pizza delivery driver said he was robbed at 

gunpoint while making a delivery on the southwest side, 

Wednesday night. 

An Indianapolis pizza delivery driver said he was robbed at 

gunpoint while making a delivery on the southwest side, 

Wednesday night. 

Police said they got the call around 11:50 p.m. When the officer 

arrived to 11th Street and Jefferson Avenue, he found a pizza 

delivery man who told the officer he had been called to the 1100 

block of Jefferson Avenue to deliver a pizza. 

When the driver arrived at the front gate of the address, he 

said he was approached by the suspect. He said the suspect 

pointed a gun at him and ordered him to give him money. 

"I didn't wanna die," the driver told Fox59. "I was thinking this 

guy was really about to shoot me." 

The suspect took off on foot with the money. As he was 

running, the driver turned the tables and took out his own 

handgun. He fired shots at suspect but doesn't believe he struck 

the suspect. 

The driver said he's been carrying a gun since he began 

delivering. In fact, almost all of the drivers at Just Pizza carry a 

weapon in self defense. Management not only allows it, but 

supports it. 

"We've had one driver stuffed in the trunk before," said Just 

Pizza manager Tina Thompson. "We've had one driver that got 

robbed and they tried to rob him with a screw driver." 

"They'll shoot us over $20. They don't know how much money 

we got in our pocket," said the driver, adding that the drivers will 

no longer carry large amounts of money with them. 

The staff at Just Pizza said times have changed and drivers have 

to pack more than just pizza when making deliveries. 

"I know it's rough out there for everybody, but there's a right way 

and wrong way to get money," he said. "I'm out there trying to 

get it the right way." 

The driver described the suspect as a man wearing all black with 

possible red writing on the black sweatshirt. He told police the 

suspect had half of his face covered with an article of clothing, 

and he was armed with a black semi-automatic handgun. He also 

told police he believed the suspect was 5'9" tall and around 160 

to 170 pounds. 

IMPD detectives are also investigating an attempted armed 

robbery of a different pizza delivery driver at the same address 

on Tuesday night. They are looking into the possibility the two 

incidents might be related. 

http://www.fox59.com/news/wxin-pizza-man-robbed-delivery-

pizza-man-says-he-was-robbed-while-making-delivery-

20110825,0,1918543.column 

 

11-08-25 Gadhafi‟s Loose Weapons Could Number a 

„Thousand Times‟ Saddam‟s 

Libya‘s Moammar Gadhafi spent decade piling up a huge 

stash of weapons like a crazy old lady hoarding cats. Ironically, 

rebel forces looted his arms depots to turn Gadhafi‘s missiles and 

guns on their old master. But the ease with which the rebels were 

able to arm themselves points to their next massive problem: 

securing those weapons before they fuel a lethal insurgency or 

flood the global arms bazaar. 

It‘s a concern familiar to those who watched Iraq‘s 

insurgency evolve. Saddam Hussein, like Gadhafi, amassed a 

vast array of conventional weaponry for defense against enemies 

both foreign and domestic. In the aftermath of the U.S. invasion 

in 2003, looters made off with tons of explosives from 

unprotected military arsenals, making arms available to a 

brewing insurgency. With the end of Gadhafi‘s rule seeming 

nigh, arms control and human rights experts are paying close 

attention to the security of the country‘s weapons stockpiles, 

fearing they could end up in the hands of a pro-regime 

insurgency or other militants outside the country. 

Peter Bouckaert, emergencies director at Human Rights 

Watch, has spent time on the ground in Libya during the 

uprising. He tells Danger Room that ―weapon proliferation out of 

Libya is potentially one of the largest we have ever documented 

— 2003 Iraq pales in comparison — and so the risks are equally 

much more significant.‖ 

Many in the West worry about the remnants of Gadhafi‘s 

chemical-weapons program and shoulder-launched anti-aircraft 

missiles. However, Bouckaert says it‘s Libya‘s vast arsenals of 

low-tech gear like artillery shells and Grad missiles that are most 

likely to be fashioned into insurgent weapons, such as 

improvised explosive devices. The Libyan military certainly has 

plenty of them. Only a few months into the war, thousands of 

122-mm Grad rockets were found stashed in abandoned bunkers 

in eastern Libya. ―If Gadhafi loyalists decide to mount an Iraqi-

style insurgency, they have access to a thousand times the 

explosives that the insurgents in Iraq had,‖ says Bouckaert. 

Libya‘s mines are also useful as weapons in a possible post-

Gadhafi insurgency. Precise estimates of just how many mines 

Gadhafi‘s forces have accumulated over the years are hard to 

come by. For their part, rebels estimate that pro-Gadhafi forces 

have already laid tens of thousands of the device to halt rebel 

movement. 

Human Rights Watch has documented a number of different 

types of mines in Gadhafi‘s stash. Libyan military forces have 

scattered Type 84 Model A anti-tank mines near Misurata. A 

particularly nasty weapon, the Type 84 can be loaded into 122-

mm rockets, which scatter them across a wide area. On the 

ground, its magnetic fuse detects vehicles overhead and when 

detonated, fires a shaped metal charge upward. Amnesty 

International has also found T-AB-1 (AP) mines used in the area. 

The anti-personnel mines are mostly made out of plastic — 

meaning they‘ll be hard to find with metal detectors. 

In April, the representatives of Libya‘s rebel movement, the 

Transitional National Council, pledged not to use land mines and 

to destroy any that came into its possession. But enforcing that 

pledge in a post-Gadhafi Libya will require coherence and 

discipline across the coalition of rebels — something that has at 

times proven difficult for the fractious grouping. 

Then there‘s Gadhafi‘s higher-end weapons — including 

some that keep U.S. homeland-security experts awake at night. 

http://www.theblaze.com/stories/man-faces-2-years-in-prison-for-shooting-grizzly-while-defending-family/
http://www.theblaze.com/stories/man-faces-2-years-in-prison-for-shooting-grizzly-while-defending-family/
http://www.fox59.com/news/wxin-pizza-man-robbed-delivery-pizza-man-says-he-was-robbed-while-making-delivery-20110825,0,1918543.column
http://www.fox59.com/news/wxin-pizza-man-robbed-delivery-pizza-man-says-he-was-robbed-while-making-delivery-20110825,0,1918543.column
http://www.fox59.com/news/wxin-pizza-man-robbed-delivery-pizza-man-says-he-was-robbed-while-making-delivery-20110825,0,1918543.column
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Libya is home to plenty of man-portable air-defense systems, or 

ManPads, which terrorists tried to use in 2002 to shoot down an 

Israeli passenger plane. Some newer, higher-flying missiles like 

the SA-24/Igla-S have also been spotted in Libyan military 

hands. But as Danger Room pal Eli Lake reports, the bulk of 

Libya‘s arsenal is comprised of older, first-generation systems 

like the SA-7. They may not be the most-frequently used system 

in the event of an insurgency, but they are particularly worrisome 

in the wrong hands. 

Fortunately, possession of a ManPads missile, alone, isn‘t 

necessarily enough to take down an airliner. ‖While the basic 

operation of a ManPads is fairly simple, using them effectively is 

not. It requires some training and knowledge of the system‘s 

capabilities,‖ says Matt Schroeder, director of the Arms Sales 

Monitoring Project at the Federation of American Scientists. 

That applies especially to older missiles like Libya‘s SA-7s. 

Moreover, Schroeder adds, the missile systems have a shelf life, 

after which they begin to degrade. They could also malfunction if 

Libya‘s military (or subsequent owners) haven‘t stored or 

handled them properly. 

Unfortunately, the scale of Libya‘s man-portable missile 

arsenal could offer illicit users a number opportunities to 

successfully hit an aircraft if no one secures the weapons. Africa 

Command chief Gen. Carter Ham (.pdf) told the Senate in April 

that Libya held ―perhaps as many as 20,000″ ManPads missiles 

at the outset of the war. 

Libya is still home to the remnants of its weapons-of-mass-

destruction programs, though Gadhafi officially abandoned his 

efforts along those lines in 2003. Western officials are now 

worried about the security of a remaining 11 metric tons [12 U.S. 

tons] of mustard agent and 500 to 900 metric tons [550 to 990 

U.S. tons] of uranium yellowcake still located in the country near 

Tripoli, according to the Associated Press‘ Kimberly Dozier and 

Douglas Birch. 

For the moment, though, talk of post-Gadhafi violence is 

slightly premature, insofar as Moammar is still around, and rebel 

control of Tripoli remains contested. Moreover, Bouckaert says 

that some of Gadhafi‘s larger conventional-weapons stockpiles 

are still in control of regime forces in Sirt and Sabha. 

Nonetheless, experts advise that common sense steps like a 

weapons-buyback program that exchanges cash for loose arms 

could help mitigate the proliferation threat. Even in the event a 

pro-Gadhafi insurgency doesn‘t develop, Libya‘s arsenals could 

still cause trouble by making their way to terrorists and 

insurgents in the region. Some reports already claim Libyan 

rockets have already been smuggled to terrorist groups in Egypt 

and Gaza. 

http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2011/08/gadhafis-loose-

weapons-could-be-1000-times-worse-than-saddams/ 

 

11-08-24 Gun sales in Arizona on record pace 

According to a recent article in the Arizona Republic nearly 

125,000 people went through federal background checks in the 

first six months of 2011 in order to obtain a concealed weapon. 

That puts the state on track to exceed the record of more than 

215,000 background checks in 2009. 

The article states some of the reasons for the increased 

demand are the ability to carry a concealed weapon without a 

permit in Arizona, general apprehension and lingering concerns 

that the Obama administration could crack down on gun 

ownership. 

It appears likely that more than 200,000 new weapons will be 

put in buyers‘ hands after background checks this year. 

That figure doesn‘t include firearms bought at gun shows or 

through private deals. 

Those sales are thought to make up about 40 percent of all sales. 

That could put total sales in Arizona this year at about 350,000. 

Locally, Lynn Kartchner, General Manager of Allsafe 

Security, Kartchner Engineering, LLC, Allsafe, said that in 10 

years of operation, around 2,300 background checks have been 

requested by him before selling firearms or accessories, which 

translates into approximately 230 or 250 background checks 

every year. 

―The average would be about 1.3 guns per background 

check,‖ said Kartchner. ―Last year was the most horrible year,‖ 

he said. "Last year was off over 50 percent from what our nine 

year average was before that, but since then it started picking up 

about 40 percent. This year we will probably sell under 250 

guns." 

According to Kartchner, Allsafe Security sale rates went 

down 50 percent in 2010 but 2011 numbers are going up again. 

Kartchner said older people are buying most of the guns. 

―For most people it is the first time they have bought a gun.‖ 

Kartchner said. ―They buy the gun for self-defense.‖ 

He also said that he advises them before buying anything to 

think about future responsibilities that carrying a concealed 

weapon implies. 

According to Kartchner, the most common reason for people 

to have a gun is to protect themselves against the Rob Krentz 

types of situation. 

―He was a man with no intention of shooting anybody, but 

consequently he got murdered,‖ Kartchner said. ―When I sell a 

gun to somebody I try to be as educational as possible. I try to 

make them aware about the legal, and the physiological, and the 

mental and emotional issues that come into play when they carry 

a gun. I go out of my way to make them as safe with their firearm 

for themselves and everyone else as possible. I don‘t sell 

anything that is not a good safe, reliable firearm.‖ 

Kartchner said his weapons start around $300 and go up from 

there. 

―I have people coming in here trying to buy something, but 

with a little discussion I tell these guys they are over the edge 

and they probably won‘t pass the background check anyway,‖ he 

said. 

―I tell them there is no way I am going to sell a firearm to 

you.‖ 

For those that are not comfortable with a gun Kartchner 

recommends purchasing a taser gun. 

―People need to educate themselves before buying a gun and 

make responsible choices when at risk,‖ he said 

http://www.douglasdispatch.com/articles/2011/08/24/news/doc4e

5529438d7f6703901865.txt 

 

11-08-24 Gun-advocacy group continues fight for Illinois 

FOID card secrecy 

CHICAGO — A gun-advocacy group is pushing ahead with 

a lawsuit over firearm owner identification cards in Illinois even 

though a favorable new state law appeared to give them just what 

they sought: a prohibition on the public release of gun-holder 

names.  

The Illinois State Rifle Association wants to continue the 

lawsuit in hopes a judge will eventually establish an unassailable 

http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2011/08/gadhafis-loose-weapons-could-be-1000-times-worse-than-saddams/
http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2011/08/gadhafis-loose-weapons-could-be-1000-times-worse-than-saddams/
http://www.douglasdispatch.com/articles/2011/08/24/news/doc4e5529438d7f6703901865.txt
http://www.douglasdispatch.com/articles/2011/08/24/news/doc4e5529438d7f6703901865.txt
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constitutional right to keep the ID-card data secret, the group‘s 

attorney, Stanley Tucker, said Wednesday. 

―Theoretically, a future legislature could reverse (the new 

law)‖ said Tucker, speaking after a Circuit Court hearing in 

Peoria on the matter. ―We will be pushing for a ruling on 

constitutional grounds for that reason.‖ 

In response to a request from The Associated Press, Attorney 

General Lisa Madigan‘s office ruled earlier this year the 1.3 

million names of FOID card holders are public under the state‘s 

open records law and should be released. That set off a storm of 

protests from gun owners, who said they feared criminals would 

use the information to steal guns or target those who weren‘t 

armed.  

At Wednesday‘s hearing, Circuit Judge Michael Brandt 

dismissed the AP from the lawsuit. 

That leaves as the lone defendant the Illinois State Police, and 

it has largely agreed with the rifle association‘s staunch 

opposition to releasing the names. 

The AP had withdrawn its public records request for the 

information several months ago. The news organization‘s 

attorney, Donald Craven, said the issue was moot and there was 

no reason for the case to go further. 

―Litigation is an adversarial process, and there are no 

adversaries here,‖ AP attorney Donald Craven said. ―They are on 

the same team and have been from the beginning.‖ 

The attorney representing the state police in the case, former 

Illinois Gov. Jim Thompson, conceded the point, saying that, 

with the AP off the case, ―you now have a plaintiff and a 

defendant who substantially agree.‖  

―They want us to pay (court) costs and we don‘t want to pay 

costs,‖ he added. ―That‘s the only disagreement.‖ 

Advocates of tighter restrictions on guns have said releasing 

cardholders‘ names would allow better public scrutiny of state 

safeguards designed to prevent certain groups, including 

convicted felons, from obtaining weapons. 

Thompson said he would not oppose the state judge offering 

a more sweeping ruling on constitutional grounds, saying it 

would offer ―more clarity.‖ But judges, he continued, are often 

reluctant to ground their opinions in the constitution when a 

relevant law is in place. 

Madigan‘s office issued a decree early this year on the issue 

after the state police refused to release to the names to the AP. 

That‘s when the rifle association file its lawsuit naming the AP 

and the state police, and the circuit court in Peoria entered a 

temporary restraining order stopping the release of the cardholder 

names. 

Illinois lawmakers voted in May to pass the measure 

overturning the ruling by Madigan‘s office. With the new law in 

place, the AP withdrew its request for the names, leading to its 

dismissal from the case on Wednesday. 

Messages seeking comment from Madigan‘s office on 

Wednesday evening weren‘t immediately returned. 

http://www.sj-r.com/top-stories/x1153513945/Gun-advocacy-

group-continues-Illinois-litigation 

 

11-08-24 UK Getting gun safety completely backwards 

This is ridiculous, but oh so typical of gun banners — indeed 

of those who would ban most pleasures or recreations in the 

name of public safety or the ―public good,‖ whatever that is. In 

the name of bettering us despite ourselves, they take leave of 

common sense and typically end up making the situation worse. 

The City of London is giving 125,000 free tickets to school 

children for next summer‘s Olympics. But it is not giving any 

free passes to shooting events, the rationale being that Mayor 

Boris Johnson — usually a sensible man — has a push on to curb 

gun and knife violence and handing out free passes to see target 

and skeet shooting would send the wrong message. 

Of course, letting school children see the world‘s most 

disciplined and skilled shooters would have the opposite effect. It 

would demonstrate how responsible people use guns. It would 

show kids thats guns aren‘t just used casually or even wantonly 

for street crimes — to rob a senior in an alley or enforce a drug 

territory. 

Does visiting an art gallery encourage students to go out and 

commit graffiti vandalism? Does watching surgery on TV 

provoke them to slash passersby in a mall? And even if it did, 

would their criminal acts be the fault of the artist or surgeon? 

Would we ban painting and operations? 

This is how out-of-touch those with banning instincts have 

become. They believe if kids are never exposed to potentially 

dangerous items or practices, they will never be prompted to 

behave dangerously. What rot. 

There will always be bad people doing bad things with 

otherwise perfectly legitimate items — like people who drive 

cars drunk. So if kids are prevented from seeing cars driven 

skillfully, the only role models they will have are DUI drivers. 

The same holds true with firearms. There is no way 

governments can successfully ban all guns, so one of the ways to 

impress upon young people the need to handle firearms safely 

and responsibly is to let them see the effort, skill and training 

needed to become a top sport shooter. 

Of course, such logic escapes most public-safety fanatics, just 

as the need to teach kids to consume alcohol in reasonable ways 

and quantities once escaped the temperance prudes who banned 

all alcohol (unsuccessfully) because a few were incapable of 

handling it responsibly. 

http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2011/08/24/lorne-gunter-

getting-gun-safety-completely-backwards/ 

 

11-08-24 Murrysville felon hands in gun, gets charged 

Terry P. Fairbanks believed he was doing the right thing 

when he turned over to South Greensburg police a .22-caliber 

handgun he found along a road. 

But Fairbanks, 49, who resides in Murrysville, now faces a 

potential three-year prison term because police opted to charge 

him with receiving stolen property and unlawful possession of a 

firearm by a felon after he turned in the weapon in May. 

On Tuesday, Fairbanks rejected a proposed plea bargain of 11 

1/2 to 23 months in jail to close the case, insisting he did nothing 

wrong. He waived his right to a preliminary hearing before 

Hempfield District Judge James Falcon, opting to take the matter 

to Westmoreland County Common Pleas Court for trial. 

"I'll tell you, this stinks. You try to do the right thing, and 

police turn around, do something like this just to try to build their 

reputations. ... It's not right," Fairbanks said. 

Fairbanks, who formerly lived in an apartment in South 

Greensburg, said he discovered the old handgun as he walked 

along Oak Hollow Park Road, near Irwin, collecting aluminum 

cans. 

Fairbanks, who works for a Hempfield T-shirt company, said 

he supplements his income by regularly collecting aluminum 

cans on roadsides and exchanging them for cash. 

http://www.sj-r.com/top-stories/x1153513945/Gun-advocacy-group-continues-Illinois-litigation
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"I've found all kinds of things along the roads ... tools, an 

entire toolbox, one time a purse and wallet two years ago, which 

I called to return to its owner. It turns out she was a mugging 

victim and Wilkins Township police (Allegheny County) had me 

scheduled to come in to Pittsburgh to testify where I found that," 

Fairbanks said. 

"This was the first time I ever found a gun," he said. 

But Fairbanks said he believes he was treated unfairly on 

May 9 when he turned over the handgun to South Greensburg 

police Officer Henry Fontana. 

"I'm not going to lie to you ... I am a convicted felon. Served 

two years of a three-year sentence in 2006 for burglaries in the 

Murrysville area, but I've been trying to keep clean since 2008 

when I got out," he said. 

According to the affidavit of probable cause filed before 

Falcon in support of the charges, Fairbanks told police he 

discovered the handgun in late April and thought about selling it 

before deciding against it. He telephoned police about 8 p.m. 

May 9. 

"I thought about selling it, but I didn't want to go back to 

prison for selling the gun," Fairbanks said. 

Fairbanks told the same thing to Fontana and added that he 

had a "few guys lined up" to make the purchase before he 

abandoned that plan. The affidavit noted "he was afraid to go 

back to jail if he followed through with selling the gun," Fontana 

wrote. 

Fairbanks said he eventually returned to the spot where he hid 

the gun, put it inside two plastic bags and placed it in a cooler in 

his truck. He told Fontana he drove home and telephoned police. 

Fontana said his fingerprints might be on the gun because he 

couldn't remember whether he was wearing gloves when he 

picked it up. 

Fontana wrote in the report that the gun was not loaded. 

Fairbanks said a day after he turned over the gun, Fontana 

returned to tell him he learned the handgun had been reported 

stolen in a burglary in Lawrence County. 

"(Fontana) said he was going to charge me because I had a 

record for burglary. I couldn't believe it," Fairbanks said. 

Fairbanks has no criminal history in Lawrence County, 

according to court documents. He was sentenced to prison for a 

series of burglaries in the Murrysville area in the mid-2000s. 

"Fairbanks has an extensive history of burglaries. Upon 

leaving the (Fairbanks) residence, later information showed that 

Fairbanks was a convicted felon and should not have had in his 

possession a firearm," Fontana wrote in his report. 

The criminal complaint filed against Fairbanks alleges that he 

had "no intent to restore (the handgun) to the owner, knowing 

such property was stolen or believing that it had been stolen." 

Fairbanks, who had not hired an attorney as of yesterday, said 

he plans to plead his case to a jury. 

"I did not do anything wrong. They offered me 11 1/2 to 23 

months for doing the right thing, and that is just not right," 

Fairbanks said. 

Fontana declined comment on the matter as he departed 

Falcon's office. Assistant District Attorney Karen G. Patterson 

also declined comment after meeting with Fairbanks, saying the 

case is being litigated. 

Fairbanks remains free on recognizance bond. His next 

appearance is scheduled for Oct. 3 in county court. Murrysville 

felon hands in gun, gets charged - Pittsburgh Tribune-Review 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/westmorela

nd/s_753076.html#ixzz1VxzG2Z2m 

 

11-08-24 Hawaii Government Sued Over Restrictive 

Firearms Laws 

The non-profit Hawaii Defense Foundation president 

Christopher Baker has filed a lawsuit against the Honolulu Chief 

of Police Louis Kealoha, the Honolulu Police Department and 

the City & County of Honolulu as well as the State of Hawaii 

and Gov. Neil Abercrombie for violating the Second and 

Fourteenth Amendments of the United States Constitution. 

The complaint, which was filed in Hawaii's U.S. District 

Court by attorneys Richard Holcomb, Alan Beck and Kevin 

O‘Grady, argues that Hawaii‘s license to carry firearms statute as 

well as Hawaii's other firearm regulations, are unconstitutional. 

Michelle Yu, spokesperson for the Honolulu Police 

Department, said the chief has no comment on the lawsuit. 

Hawaii has some of the most restrictive gun policies in the 

country. 

Hawaii is a "may issue" rather than "shall issue" state, which 

means that police chiefs that provide concealed and open carry 

firearms permits may issue them at will. This is different that 

shall issue states, where the government must provide concealed 

carry permits so long as the applicant passes all background 

checks and has no history of mental illness. 

A total of 49 states have a concealed carry law with Illinois 

being the exception. Illinois has banned carrying of all concealed 

weapons including guns and knives. Wisconsin changed its law 

in July 2011 to allow concealed carry. 

Baker said licenses to carry in Hawaii are only issued in 

―exceptional circumstance‖ or ―where a need or urgency has 

been sufficiently indicated." 

This language violates the Second Amendment, which 

secures the right of all responsible, law-abiding citizens to bear 

arms for the purpose of self-defense, he said. 

The lawsuit also claims that the state's bad on non-lethal tools 

for self-defense such as electric guns is a violation of civil rights. 

―The Second Amendment protects the right to self-defense. 

Everyday around the islands good people are robbed, assaulted, 

raped, or in the worst cases murdered. It‘s simply a matter of 

physics, the Police can‘t be everywhere to stop criminals from 

committing violent acts. We must be allowed to carry the tools 

that give us a chance to protect ourselves from harm,‖ Baker 

said. ―We want criminals to have to think about the 

consequences of attacking someone,‖ he continued, ―but right 

now, nothing serves as a deterrent to them - the odds are in their 

favor.‖ 

The foundation, which was established as a mechanism to 

defend civil rights and offer educational courses on firearm 

safety, self-defense training, and life saving techniques, has 

launched a fundraising effort to support the litigation. 

http://www.hawaiireporter.com/hawaii-government-sued-over-

restrictive-firearms-laws/123/comment-page-2 

 

11-08-23 LA Gov. Jindal urges hunters, campers to take 

advantage of Tax Holiday 

Baton Rouge, La. —  

On Tuesday, Gov. Bobby Jindal urged hunters and campers 

to take advantage of the 2011 Louisiana Second Amendment 

Weekend Sales Tax Holiday that runs Friday, September 2 

through Sunday, September 4. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/westmoreland/s_753076.html#ixzz1VxzG2Z2m
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/westmoreland/s_753076.html#ixzz1VxzG2Z2m
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/westmoreland/s_753076.html#ixzz1VxzG2Z2m
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/westmoreland/s_753076.html#ixzz1VxzG2Z2m
http://www.hawaiireporter.com/hawaii-government-sued-over-restrictive-firearms-laws/123/comment-page-2
http://www.hawaiireporter.com/hawaii-government-sued-over-restrictive-firearms-laws/123/comment-page-2
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―This is a great opportunity for all hunters and campers to 

save money on the equipment they need to enjoy Sportsman‘s 

Paradise. The weekend-long event will also bring more 

customers to our local hunting and sporting stores which will 

further benefit our businesses and Louisiana‘s economy,‖ 

stated Governor Jindal. 

A wide range of supplies is eligible for exemption from all 

state and local sales taxes. Eligible items include: 

• Shotguns, rifles, pistols, revolvers or other handguns 

• Ammunition intended to be fired from a gun or 

firearm 

• Accessories designed to be used for hunting 

• Apparel such as safety gear, camouflage clothing, 

jackets, hats, gloves, mittens, face masks and thermal 

underwear for use while hunting 

• Off-road vehicles such as all-terrain vehicles 

designed for hunting. The exemption does not apply 

to golf carts, bikes, motorcycles, tractors, or motor 

vehicles which may be legally driven on highways 

In 2009, Governor Jindal signed a bill into law 

authorizing an annual ―sales tax holiday‖ for the purchase of 

firearms, ammunition and hunting supplies. 

Visit revenue.louisiana.gov/second amendment for more 

information including the full list of eligible items and special 

provisions of this sales tax holiday 

http://www.sulphurdailynews.com/newsnow/x1153509991/Gov-

Jindal-urges-hunters-campers-to-take-advantage-of-Tax-Holiday 

 

11-08-23 Schools offering shooting lessons 

Colleges and universities have long taught future wildlife 

biologists about population dynamics, anatomy, habitat needs 

and the like. 

But to shoot? 

That was not a part of any curriculum even a half dozen years 

ago. But that's changing now. 

Schools -- in partnership with the Pennsylvania Game 

Commission, National Rifle Association and local sportsmen's 

groups, among others -- are making a point of getting tomorrow's 

wildlife managers onto the range. 

Penn State has run shooting events and even pheasant hunts 

for some of its fisheries and wildlife students for the last several 

years. Garrett County Community College in Maryland has done 

the same. 

Last year, California (Pa.) for the first time offered a day-long 

shooting program at Roscoe Sportsmen's Association in Coal 

Center. The day gave 50 students 18 and older -- some of whom 

had never fired a gun before -- the chance to shoot rifles, 

shotguns, muzzleloaders and bows. Representatives of various 

sportsmen conservation groups, including the Rocky Mountain 

Elk Foundation and Ruffed Grouse Society, talked to the students 

about things like how they raise money and what it's spent on, 

while Game and Fish and Boat Commission representatives 

discussed their goals, programs and challenges. 

Volunteers from the Roscoe club served as instructors and 

safety officers at each of the shooting stations. 

The program -- which will be offered again at Roscoe on 

Sept. 17 -- is not meant to turn students into hunters, said Dave 

Argent, chairman of the department of biological and 

environmental sciences at California. Rather, it's to introduce 

them to a sport that's linked to their profession. 

"We thought that if a student is going to get into a career in 

wildlife, whether as a conservation officer or a biologist, they 

should have that as a part of their education: the opportunity to 

shoot and learn the safe operations of a firearm," Argent said. 

It was well received, at least according to a follow-up 

questionnaire indicating all of the students would take the class 

again if given the opportunity. 

The day bought students some future credibility, too, said Joe 

Stefko, wildlife education supervisor in the Game Commission's 

southwest region office. 

"I would think that most hunters would have more faith in a 

biologist who's managing wildlife populations through hunting if 

they knew that person had hunted themselves, or at least knew 

what it was about," Stefko said. 

"With this class, if one of these students becomes a pheasant 

biologist, for example, they know what the hunting end is all 

about. If someone asks them, 'Have you even fired a shotgun 

before?' they can actually say yes 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/sports/outdoors/s

_752819.html 

 

11-08-23 Lead shot skirmish in Iowa is part of national battle 

A decision by a panel of Iowa lawmakers last week allowing 

lead ammunition for the upcoming dove hunting season is the 

latest salvo in a national battle over whether hunters should be 

permitted to use traditional lead shot and bullets. 

Iowa is bucking the trend in not stiffening regulations on lead 

shot, at least for this season. Almost two-thirds of states, 

including Iowa, ban lead ammo in some situations. 

Gov. Terry Branstad waded into the controversy Monday, not 

commenting on the use of lead shot directly, but portraying the 

legislators' vote as a necessary step to rein in the state‘s 

Department of Natural Resources and the Natural Resources 

Commission, which he said had overstepped their bounds. 

Legislators had made the same argument. 

On one side of the national debate are environmentalists and 

wildlife experts, who say lead-based shot, bullets and fishing 

tackle can harm birds and animals. One fear is that eagles and 

other animals that feed on gut piles left by hunters will ingest 

fragments of the lead and be poisoned. 

On the other side are hunting and gun groups who see the 

push for nontraditional ammunition made from steel, copper and 

other materials as an attempt to curtail hunting and gun 

ownership. 

Thirty-one states have regulations requiring the use of 

nontoxic ammunition for some game and on some lands. 

Twenty-seven of Iowa‘s 99 counties already forbid hunters from 

firing lead shot at migratory game birds and at game except deer 

and turkeys in many state and federal wildlife areas. 

The Iowa Legislature last year defeated an amendment that 

would have blocked lead ammunition. But the Iowa Natural 

Resources Commission voted to include the ban in the rules for 

the upcoming dove hunting season anyway, saying lead shot 

poisons eagles and other wildlife. On Aug. 16, an Iowa 

legislative committee essentially knocked out the ban for this 

year by letting lawmakers decide the issue next session. 

Last week‘s decision means Iowa‘s first dove season since 

1918 will go on as planned, with lead shot allowed. If lawmakers 

don‘t act on the lead shot issue in the 2012 legislative session, 

the ban becomes law when the Legislature adjourns for the year. 

http://www.sulphurdailynews.com/newsnow/x1153509991/Gov-Jindal-urges-hunters-campers-to-take-advantage-of-Tax-Holiday
http://www.sulphurdailynews.com/newsnow/x1153509991/Gov-Jindal-urges-hunters-campers-to-take-advantage-of-Tax-Holiday
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/sports/outdoors/s_752819.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/sports/outdoors/s_752819.html
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Both federal and state authorities elsewhere have adopted 

restrictions on lead ammunition. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service banned lead shot for 

hunting waterfowl nationally in 1991 because of the danger to 

migratory birds and wildlife. 

Bans on the use of lead sinkers for fishing and angling are 

common in the Northeast and Northwest, because it‘s believed 

they can harm loon populations, said Ron Regan, executive 

director of the Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies. Fish 

eat the lead sinkers, and then the loons eat the fish. 

But in other states, hunters have pushed back. 

A 2008 attempt to introduce nontoxic shot regulations in 

Minnesota failed after objections from some hunting and gun 

groups and opposition from ammunition companies based in the 

state, said Molly Tranel with the Minnesota Department of 

Natural Resources. 

In Montana, a nontoxic shot regulation on certain state 

Wildlife Management Areas for upland bird hunting was 

proposed in winter 2009. But based on public reaction and 

opposition from hunting and gun groups, the proposal was not 

endorsed by the state Fish, Wildlife and Parks Commission and 

did not move forward, said Jeff Herbert, assistant chief for the 

wildlife bureau of the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and 

Parks. In May, Montana‘s Legislature passed a bill restricting the 

authority of the Fish, Wildlife and Parks Commission to regulate 

types of ammunition and weapons used for hunting purposes. 

Debate is called attack on hunting 

Alternative ammunition includes shot and bullets made from 

copper, steel, bismuth and tungsten. The most common 

alternative for hunting game birds is steel shot, according to the 

Iowa DNR. 

Michael Faw of the U.S. Sportsmen‘s Alliance said the move 

toward nontoxic shot is a bid by animal activists to curtail 

hunting itself. 

―Generally steel shot costs a lot more than lead, so they use it 

to discourage hunting,‖ he said. 

Steel shot also isn‘t as effective as lead shot, hunters say. It 

doesn‘t travel as far or spread as wide as lead when it leaves a 

shotgun, according to the Iowa DNR. In addition to generally 

being more expensive, it‘s often not available in stores in rural 

areas, said Iowa state Sen. Dick Dearden, a Democrat and hunter 

who argued for legislators to delay the ban. 

The National Rifle Association does not believe there is 

enough science to justify the bans, says Darren LaSorte, NRA‘s 

hunting policy manager. ―We have to see population level impact 

in order to have something like this enacted.‖ 

LaSorte thinks that while some wildlife groups honestly 

believe the bans are necessary from a conservation standpoint, 

some are using it as a decoy to fight against gun rights and 

ownership. 

Conservation groups disagree. ―The NRA continues to 

deliberately miscast the lead-versus-nonlead ammunition issue as 

an attack on hunting, which is absurd,‖ says Robert Johns of the 

American Bird Conservancy. 

―They said the same thing in 1991 when the feds banned lead 

from waterfowl hunting after studies showed waterfowl 

populations were being decimated from poisonous lead shot left 

in their habitat — the birds were consuming it and dying in huge 

numbers,‖ Johns said. ―So the ban was implemented and guess 

what? The sky did not fall on hunting of waterfowl. In fact, sales 

of duck hunting stamps in the last 20 years have actually gone 

up, almost 30 percent.‖ 

Safety studies not conclusive 

Paul Krausman, Boone and Crockett professor of Wildlife 

Conservation at the University of Montana in Missoula and 

president elect of the Wildlife Society, says there‘s ―divergent 

opinion‖ among scientists, and that the research just isn‘t 

definitive yet. 

It‘s unclear whether lead ammunition is dangerous to 

humans. Lead ammunition fragments can contaminate carcasses 

and even end up far from the entry wound. However, there‘s 

been no strong evidence that eating the meat is dangerous to 

humans. 

There has been some documented mortality of water fowl 

ingesting lead from shot left in the water or on the ground. A 

study published in 2000 in the Journal of Wildlife Management 

by the Illinois Department of Natural Resources examined the 

gizzards of 16,651 ducks five and six years after the ban was 

instituted. The study found that 8.9 percent of mallards had eaten 

shot, and estimated that the ban prevented the lead poisoning 

deaths of approximately 1.4 million ducks in the 1997 fall flight 

of 90 million ducks over the Mississippi flyway. 

There‘s also been documented mortality of California 

condors from lead presumably consumed while eating gut piles 

left after hunters butchered deer and elk, Krausman said. 

More research about the effects of lead on wildlife 

populations and the animals that are consuming the lead that‘s 

left in the field is needed before ―absolute answers‖ are possible, 

Krausman said. 

A keen hunter, he also notes that many hunters don‘t like 

alternatives to lead ammunition. 

―Lead, when it hits, expands very nicely and creates a more 

effective killing tool than some of the other alloys do because it‘s 

a softer metal,‖ Krausman said. 

Liz Garst, an ardent hunter from western Iowa who 

previously served on the Iowa Natural Resources Commission, 

argued for legislators to uphold the ban on lead shot. She said 

despite the disagreement on the science, there is no evidence that 

lead is safe. She also said the alternatives work just fine . 

―The public understands that lead is dangerous,‖ Garst said. 

―If we hunters persist in saying that we are exempt from the 

environmental problems of lead, we hunters are going to get a 

black mark in the public‘s eye.‖ 

Branstad said Monday he hasn‘t taken a position on whether 

dove hunters should be required to use nontoxic shot, but he 

believes the Natural Resources Commission went beyond its 

authority in trying to make such a major policy change. 

―We need to respect the intent of the Legislature, and an issue 

of this magnitude of public policy should be decided by the 

Legislature, not by an unelected commission that‘s appointed,‖ 

Branstad told reporters at his weekly news conference 

http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/20110823/NEWS10/3

08230007/-1/GALLERY_ARRAY/Lead-shot-skirmish-Iowa-

part-national-battle 

 

11-08-22 Misfires & Light Strikes  

"Among the factors determining murder rates, levels of gun 

ownership is among the most overstated and least reliable... 

'There is no empirical support for the claim that gun ownership is 

related to violence rates'.‖  

Sounds like a typical NRA quote, right?  

http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/20110823/NEWS10/308230007/-1/GALLERY_ARRAY/Lead-shot-skirmish-Iowa-part-national-battle
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/20110823/NEWS10/308230007/-1/GALLERY_ARRAY/Lead-shot-skirmish-Iowa-part-national-battle
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/20110823/NEWS10/308230007/-1/GALLERY_ARRAY/Lead-shot-skirmish-Iowa-part-national-battle
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Wrong. 

Not is the source of this quote a Canadian academic, it's a 

Canadian academic being quoted in Maclean's, the mainstream 

media newsmagazine of choice for the Canadian political elite.  

More juicy quotes:  

"In fact, neither assumption is on the mark. A look at Canada, 

in the context of international crime statistics and the factors 

behind them, yields some myth-busting results. More guns, for 

instance, don‘t always equate to higher murder rates. Nor are the 

streets necessarily safer with more police on the street and more 

bad guys in jail." 

"We (Canadians) have fewer police per capita than about 80 

per cent of the world, yet a murder rate lower than Scotland." 

"Canadians have more firepower—31 guns for every 100 

civilians—than South Africa (13 per 100) Jamaica (8 per 100) or 

Columbia (six per 100), where murder rates surpass Canada by 

as much as 20-times or more. Americans are among the best-

armed civilians on earth with some 89 firearms per 100 people. 

Their availability makes them the weapon of choice in 68 per 

cent of American homicides, and yet even in the U.S. murder 

rates have been falling."  

The next time somebody tells you we should have more 

"common sense" gun laws like other countries have, point them 

to this article and watch their heads explode.  

http://www.exurbanleague.com/misfires/Home/tabid/59/EntryId/

1260/Numbers-Game.aspx 

 

11-08-22 FL Palm Beach Resists State Gun Laws and the 

Second Amendment 

Every city and county government in Florida is being 

encouraged to review its firearms ordinances after the state 

Legislature adopted a law that makes it illegal for local officials 

to impose tougher gun regulations than the state does. 

But Palm Beach County is among a handful of Sunshine State 

local governments that are resisting the new law. Apparently, 

county commissioners there believe they -- and they, alone -- 

have the responsibility to cherry pick through the U.S. 

Constitution and Bill of Rights to determine what liberties they 

can bestow on their subjects. 

Under the new state law, Palm Beach County must repeal 

several county gun ordinances, including bringing guns to a park 

or child-care facilitiy and shooting a gun east of the 20-mile 

bend. 

"The fact is," Palm Beach County Commissioner Burt 

Aaronson said, "guns kill people." 

Really? Logic, and well-worn cliché, state otherwise: "Guns 

don't kill people. People kill people." 

"What we're doing now is ... having our attorneys look into 

lawsuits that we may bring against the state and challenge it, and 

if we have to we'll go to the Supreme Court," Aaronson added. 

Good luck with that.  

http://www.outdoorlife.com/blogs/gun-shots/2011/08/florida-

fiefdoms-resist-state-gun-law-and-second-amendment 

 

11-08-22 Homeowner held burglary suspect at gunpoint for 8 

hours 

An elderly Reno homeowner on Friday shot and wounded 

two of three burglars in an incident where he held one injured 

suspect captive during an eight-hour stand-off. 

Police said the 72-year-old resident held Robert Marin, 26, — 

who was armed with a knife — for an additional four hours after 

he accidentally shot Marin in the wrist.  

The homeowner did not have a telephone to report the 

incident and had to gather his strength to force Marin outside and 

have a neighbor call police about noon on Friday, detectives said. 

The resident told police that Marin hit his gun hand with his 

walking cane, which caused the gun to go off and strike Marin in 

the wrist. He then held the man for an additional four hours until 

he had enough strength to confront him further, according to a 

police report. 

Eight hours earlier, police said the homeowner shot Jonathan 

Rogers twice in the abdomen, who was found walking near the 

University of Nevada, Reno. He told police someone randomly 

shot him as he was walking and police did not learn until later of 

his alleged involvement in the burglary. 

The homeowner had awakened about 3 a.m., Friday after 

hearing people in his home in the 200 block of Bartlett St., 

according to a police report. Authorities said the man had 

possessed a gun as protection from an earlier recent burglary, and 

confronted the suspects in the hallway with his gun. He fired 

shots at Rogers, who police said fled the residence with a third 

suspect, Guy Ruiz, 44. 

While detectives said Marin grabbed a knife, the homeowner 

held him captive with his firearm. 

Detectives said the three suspects had planned to burglarize 

the man and were investigating further. 

Police said they found items stolen from the elderly man‘s 

home along the path Rogers walked until a taxi driver found him 

wounded and bleeding, and called police. Monday, Rogers 

remained hospitalized. Police said he will be arrested upon his 

release. 

Marin and Ruiz were booked into the Washoe County Jail on 

suspicion of burglary and robbery with a deadly weapon, which 

carries a sentencing enhancement because the victim was over 

60. 

http://www.rgj.com/article/20110822/NEWS01/110822038/Hom

eowner-held-burglary-suspect-gunpoint-8-hours 

 

11-08-22 WV Man faces murder charges after killing alleged 

robber 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. -- A Logan County man was killed 

outside a Walmart store after he allegedly attempted to rob 

another man with a knife. The would-be victim now faces 

murder charges after he shot the alleged robber dead.  

Shortly before 5 p.m. Monday, David Abbott, 37, of 

Chapmanville approached a man outside the Walmart store in the 

Fountain Place shopping center on Corridor G, according to 

Police Chief E.K. Harper of the Logan City Police Department. 

Abbott threatened Jesus Canul, 26, of Logan, with a knife and 

attempted to rob him, according to Harper.  

Sometime during the confrontation, Canul pulled out a 

firearm and shot Abbott in the head, Harper said.  

The confrontation took place right outside the front door of 

the store, the chief said. Abbott ran into the store after he was 

shot, and collapsed inside the store, he said.  

Emergency personnel were called, but Abbott died on the 

way to the hospital, Harper said. 

"Don't bring a knife to a gun fight," the chief said.  

Canul now faces murder charges, he said. He said Canul did 

have a legal permit to carry the firearm.  

http://www2.macleans.ca/2009/07/01/the-lowdown-on-crime-in-canada—compared-to-other-countries/
http://www.exurbanleague.com/misfires/Home/tabid/59/EntryId/1260/Numbers-Game.aspx
http://www.exurbanleague.com/misfires/Home/tabid/59/EntryId/1260/Numbers-Game.aspx
http://www.outdoorlife.com/blogs/gun-shots/2011/08/florida-fiefdoms-resist-state-gun-law-and-second-amendment
http://www.outdoorlife.com/blogs/gun-shots/2011/08/florida-fiefdoms-resist-state-gun-law-and-second-amendment
http://www.rgj.com/article/20110822/NEWS01/110822038/Homeowner-held-burglary-suspect-gunpoint-8-hours
http://www.rgj.com/article/20110822/NEWS01/110822038/Homeowner-held-burglary-suspect-gunpoint-8-hours
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Abbott had been held at South Central Regional Jail in 2009 

on misdemeanor charges, but it was not immediately clear 

Monday night what those charges were. 

Canul had been dropped off near the Walmart's front door by 

someone else, and was headed inside the store to cash a check, 

the city officer said. 

The Logan Police Department is continuing to investigate the 

incident, Harper said.  

http://www.wvgazette.com/News/201108221723 

 

11-08-22 More women receiving gun permits in Tenn 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. – More women are going through the 

proper training to obtain their gun carry permits in the state of 

Tennessee. 

Retired Metro police officer Buford Tune runs the Academy 

of Personal Protection and Security and teaches a training course 

that allows gun owners to obtain a carry permit. 

According to Tune in recent months he has seen an increase 

in the number of women going through the training to receive 

their permits. 

"We've had a big increase in classes for the Tennessee gun 

permit as far as women go. We get calls daily from women and 

men as well, but we've seen the classes go up big time," he said. 

Tune told Nashville's News 2 he believes more people, 

particularly females, are turning to guns for personal protection 

largely due to crime and economic fears. 

"People see this on the news, in the paper, on the web and 

they're concerned and want to be able to protect themselves," he 

said. 

Women give reasons such as living alone, working late at 

night or having husbands who travel as some of the main reasons 

why they want to take the class. 

Local gun dealers also said they've noticed a change too in 

what customers are buying.  

Instead of hunting guns, they're selling more handguns for 

home protection and many of their customers are women. 

Tune tells Nashville's News 2, "It's kind of like the old 

saying, 'Seconds count when help is minutes away, so what are 

you doing in the meantime?' You've got to be able to protect 

yourself and your family while you are waiting for the police to 

get there." 

Nationally, FBI background checks for gun sales are up.  

Statewide, the TBI reports the total number of background 

checks for individuals trying to buy guns has increased every 

year since 2002. 

So far in 2011, gun sales have also increased over last year. 

http://www.wkrn.com/story/15311273/more-people-taking-gun-

permit-classes 

 

11-08-22 EDITORIAL: No gunfights at the saloon 

Whether it‘s the economy or gun control, liberals rarely 

consider the consequences of their misguided schemes. President 

Obama wants more ―investment‖ spending to help the economy 

even though his nearly $1 trillion in supposed stimulus did 

nothing to reduce unemployment. Keynesian economics didn‘t 

work under Franklin D. Roosevelt or Jimmy Carter, either, but 

the left refuses to learn the lesson. Now we know that gun-

grabber complaints about concealed-carry in bars and restaurants 

are nonsense too. 

Earlier this month, the Richmond Times-Dispatch reviewed 

Virginia State Police records and found the number of firearms-

related crimes committed in establishments that serve alcohol 

dropped 5 percent a year after concealed-carry permit holders 

could legally pack heat while out on the town. There were 145 

gun crimes reported in taverns and eateries a year after the law 

took effect, compared with 153 before. The Times-Dispatch 

could only identify a single permit holder who had misbehaved, 

though gun charges later were dropped against that person. 

This shouldn‘t be a surprise to anyone. Gun owners tend to be 

law-abiding members of their communities. Allowing concealed-

carry at the local watering hole did nothing to change that. The 

Virginia Association of Chiefs of Police worked overtime to 

defeat restaurant carry, urging Republican Gov. Bob McDonnell 

to veto the bill in March of last year. ―Allowing guns in bars is a 

recipe for disaster,‖ Virginia Beach Police Chief Jake Jacocks Jr. 

wrote. ―We can fully expect that at some point in the future, a 

disagreement that today would likely end up in a verbal 

confrontation, or a bar fight, will inevitably end with gunfire if 

you sign this legislation into law.‖ The shootouts never 

happened. 

Chief Jacocks said in his letter that he didn‘t presume to 

interpret the Second Amendment but that he knew it would be 

irresponsible to allow ―anyone other than a law enforcement 

officer‖ to carry a handgun in a bar. Allowing people other than 

police to protect themselves with firearms is exactly what the 

right to keep and bear arms is all about. When Mr. Obama took 

office, the public flocked to gun stores, fearing the imposition of 

new gun-control measures. Despite the unprecedented number of 

new gun owners, FBI crime statistics showed violent crime 

decreased 5.5 percent nationwide between 2010 and 2009. In 

Virginia‘s major cities, the drop was 9 percent. 

The arguments of the gun-control crowd are like an annoying 

barfly that needs to be sent home. Expanding the rights of lawful 

gun owners makes everyone safer. 

http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2011/aug/22/no-

gunfights-at-the-saloon/ 

 

11-08-21 Londoners die for want of a gun 

Defenders of the Second Amendment couldn't have asked for 

a greater gift than the spectacle of unarmed policemen and 

defenseless citizens standing by helplessly while rampaging 

hordes of youths burned London and beat up and murdered 

innocent residents.  

Europhiles endlessly remind us of the superiority, 

compassion and refinement of the European social democracies.  

But the anarchy that raged in England couldn't happen in 

America. At least not in my neighborhood, where every third 

house contains a hunter with a gun safe full of pistols, shotguns 

and rifles.  

We've ceded many or our liberties to the government, but so 

far we've hung on to the right to defend ourselves and protect our 

families and homes. We pay our cops to do the same.  

Not so in England.  

Police there are armed with little more than a smile. As 

demonstrated by the recent riots, they are virtually powerless to 

counter violence.  

Even such nonlethal responses as water cannons and rubber 

bullets are debated in Parliament.  

A shocking column last week in the Wall Street Journal by 

law professor Joyce Lee Malcolm detailed the ridiculous lengths 

to which the Brits have gone to level the playing field between 

criminals and law-abiding citizens.  

http://www.wvgazette.com/News/201108221723
http://www.wkrn.com/story/15311273/more-people-taking-gun-permit-classes
http://www.wkrn.com/story/15311273/more-people-taking-gun-permit-classes
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2011/aug/22/no-gunfights-at-the-saloon/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2011/aug/22/no-gunfights-at-the-saloon/
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It's part of the American DNA that if hit, you have the right 

to hit back.  

But in England, crime targets risk prison for killing or 

injuring an attacker. Homeowners have been charged with 

murder for killing an intruder.  

Burglars who hurt themselves breaking into a house can sue 

the owner.  

Police called to crimes in progress can do little but shrug and 

wait until the carnage is complete to dust off the victim.  

We have our flaws in America. But we have the common 

sense to recognize the difference between those who obey the 

law and those who break it.  

Although a few places, most notably Washington D.C., have 

stripped their citizens of the best means of self defense, for the 

most part responsible gun ownership is still an acknowledged 

right.  

Londoners had little more than cricket bats and frying pans to 

fend off the marauders. Private gun ownership is limited. It's 

even illegal to have a knife with a blade longer than three inches.  

The gun-phobic in this country blame widespread legal gun 

ownership for violent crime.  

But in England, where only the bad guys have guns, crimes 

committed with handguns have increased 40 percent since they 

were banned in 1997.  

In the 10 years since Michigan liberalized its concealed carry 

law, more than a quarter million residents have received weapons 

permits, without the predicted rise in gun violence.  

But there has been an increase in the number of citizens 

trained and prepared to protect their communities from falling 

into anarchy.  

http://detnews.com/article/20110821/OPINION03/108210306/Lo

ndoners-die-for-want-of-a-gun#ixzz1Vt9LDDoq 

 

11-08-21 Gunfire sends Mexican soccer fans scrambling in 

battle between police, drug gang 

A Mexican first division soccer game ground to a frightening 

halt Saturday night after gunfire sent players and fans alike 

running for their lives. 

Santos Laguna and Morelia were forty minutes into their 

match when shots broke out at the Estadio Corona in Torreon, 

causing both teams to bolt off the field in a panic. Many terrified 

spectators did the opposite and ran onto the pitch, while others 

sought protection under seats, in stadium tunnels or wherever 

they could hide. 

Cameras were running as the commotion of cheering gave 

way to the eerie sound of bullets flying through the air. What 

nobody realized at the time was that the shootout was taking 

place outside the stadium, where cops exchanged gunfire with a 

group of assailants who attacked a police patrol unit, according 

to Reforma of Mexico. 

"Officers spotted three trucks travelling on the [Torreon-San 

Pedro] highway and ordered them to stop. The trucks ignored the 

command and shot at the officers, which led to a car chase and a 

shootout in the vicinity of the stadium", Jesus Torres Charles, 

chief prosecutor of the Mexican state of Coahuila, said in an 

interview with Milenio TV channel. 

Charles also said a police officer was injured during the 

chase, but didn't specify what type of injury he suffered or 

whether it was the result of gunfire. No information was given on 

the status of the assailants, either. 

Once calm was restored at the Estadio Corona, players tried 

to project a sense of calm. 

"Tomorrow we will train, like we always do. Right now we're 

continuing with our normal activities," Santos Laguna 

goalkeeper Oswaldo Sanchez said in an interview with ESPN. 

"Don't be afraid." 

Fear was apparently a motive for Sanchez's former teammate, 

Christian Benitez, to leave the team last season. 

"Mi family didn't feel safe in Torreon", Benitez, who now 

plays in Mexico City with Club America, told Reforma. "My 

wife wasn't happy because she couldn't go out." 

Torreon is one of the most violent cities in Mexico, where 

over 40,000 drug-related killings have been reported since 

President Felipe Calderon declared war on cartels in 2006. 

Although authorities have yet to confirm whether Saturday's 

incident falls into this category, Mexican soccer has been linked 

to some of the country's bloodiest drug gangs, including the 

Sinaloa, Juarez, Tijuana and the Beltran-Leyva cartels. 

http://www.nydailynews.com/news/world/2011/08/21/2011-08-

21_gunfire_sends_mexican_soccer_fans_scrambling_in_battle_b

etween_police_drug_gang_.html?r=sports 

 

2011-08-21 Chicago mayor joins anti-gun group 

CHICAGO (AP) - Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel has 

become a member of the group Mayors Against Illegal Guns. 

It's a bipartisan coalition made up of hundreds of mayors 

nationwide. The group's website says other Illinois mayors are a 

part of the group too. They include Elizabeth Tisdahl in 

Evanston, Christopher Koos in Normal and Lawrence Morrissey 

in Rockford. 

In a statement, Emanuel says almost half of the guns 

recovered in Chicago come from outside Illinois. He says 

Chicago has to work with other cities to fight gun trafficking and 

pass federal legislation. 

The group was founded in 2006 and is co-chaired by New 

York City Michal Michael Bloomberg. 

Chicago officials say more than 80% of murder victims last 

year were killed with a gun. 

http://www.whbf.com/story/15304860/chicago-mayor-joins-anti-

gun-group 

 

2011-08-21 Prosecutors won't charge garage owner in 

robber's death 

PITTSBURGH -- Allegheny County prosecutors have 

decided that the owner of a garage will not face any charges in 

the shooting death of an armed robber. 

The District Attorney's Office said 63-year-old Bill Miller 

acted in self-defense when he shot 39-year-old Lonzy Westbrook 

in December. 

Officials said the owner of Bill's Auto Service in Dormont 

was talking with a deliveryman when Westbrook entered wearing 

a black mask and armed with a pistol and stun gun. 

They said Miller, a Vietnam War veteran, told them that he 

was hit by the stun gun but was able to pull a gun from a nearby 

cabinet and fire. 

http://www.goerie.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20110821/NE

WS06/308219903/-1/news 

 

11-08-20 Rape, Crying Wolf, and the Criminal Justice 

System 

http://detnews.com/article/20110821/OPINION03/108210306/Londoners-die-for-want-of-a-gun#ixzz1Vt9LDDoq
http://detnews.com/article/20110821/OPINION03/108210306/Londoners-die-for-want-of-a-gun#ixzz1Vt9LDDoq
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/world/2011/08/21/2011-08-21_gunfire_sends_mexican_soccer_fans_scrambling_in_battle_between_police_drug_gang_.html?r=sports
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/world/2011/08/21/2011-08-21_gunfire_sends_mexican_soccer_fans_scrambling_in_battle_between_police_drug_gang_.html?r=sports
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/world/2011/08/21/2011-08-21_gunfire_sends_mexican_soccer_fans_scrambling_in_battle_between_police_drug_gang_.html?r=sports
http://www.whbf.com/story/15304860/chicago-mayor-joins-anti-gun-group
http://www.whbf.com/story/15304860/chicago-mayor-joins-anti-gun-group
http://www.goerie.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20110821/NEWS06/308219903/-1/news
http://www.goerie.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20110821/NEWS06/308219903/-1/news
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One of Helen Smith‘s readers started a fur ball over the issue 

of rape accusations in colleges, claiming that male students are 

fleeing colleges is ―because they are less likely to get away with 

rape‖ there. 

That‘s uncorroborated rhetoric. The reader supports a legal 

standard of preponderance of the evidence. In criminal court, the 

standard is much higher: innocent until proven guilty beyond a 

reasonable doubt. The Duke lacrosse case is an example, where 

the accuser got sympathetic press early on, Duke condemned the 

students, and then the case fell apart. 

There‘s also a teachable moment here. 

According to the Bureau of Justice Statistics research, 

between 1994 and 2008 about 37% of all rapes were reported to 

police. When a crime‘s reported, the police must clear it by 

arresting a suspect. Then the prosecutor decides if there‘s enough 

evidence to proceed. Then they must prove beyond a reasonable 

doubt the crime was committed. Then the judge decides if 

they‘re going to incarcerate. 

Bottom line: For every 1,000 rapes committed, 63 prison 

sentences are handed out for all cases prosecuted in federal 

district courts, though the incarceration rate trended up during 

this time period. (State court systems averaged about 43 

incarcerations per 1,000 rapes.) 

For criminals, this means they have about a 6% chance of 

spending time in prison per incident, where they‘ll spend about 4 

years inside. 

For women, this means train yourself in self-defense and 

firearms. The government doesn‘t exist to protect you 

http://pajamasmedia.com/tatler/2011/08/20/rape-crying-wolf-

and-the-criminal-justice-system/ 

 

11-08-20 VA Bars & guns: Gun haters lose again 

Once again, hysterical predictions of death and mayhem have 

bitten the dust after the expansion of concealed carry legislation. 

When are the anti-gun nuts going to stop trying to curtail 

Americans‘ freedoms through fearmongering? 

The Richmond Times-Dispatch of Richmond, Va., reported 

on Sunday a finding that should surprise no one. But it stunned 

the gun haters. 

People carrying concealed weapons into bars and restaurants 

don‘t suddenly transform into bloodthirsty killers, it turns out. 

Virginia legislators last year voted to expand the state‘s 

concealed carry law. Permit holders would be allowed to carry 

their concealed weapons into restaurants and bars. It passed over 

the objections of those who claimed it would cause shootings to 

increase. The opposite happened. 

―The number of major crimes involving firearms at bars and 

restaurants statewide declined 5.2 percent from July 1, 2010, to 

June 30, 2011, compared with the fiscal year before the law went 

into effect, according to crime data compiled by Virginia State 

Police at the newspaper‘s request,‖ the Times-Dispatch reported. 

You mean that the presence of armed, law-abiding citizens 

reduces crime? Who would‘ve guessed?!  

Anybody who has studied gun laws would have, actually. 

Forty-three states, including New Hampshire, allow concealed 

carry inside establishments that serve alcohol. When was the last 

time you heard of a drunk permit holder shooting someone at a 

bar? It‘s not a common problem. 

But the gun haters don‘t care about facts. They will ignore 

this study just as they ignore all the others. Thankfully, their long 

record of failed predictions has made them a weakened political 

force in places where common sense is widespread. 

http://www.unionleader.com/article/20110820/OPINION01/7081

99979 

 

11-08-20 Police call for community's help to reduce violence 

Five lives spent on the wrong side of the law ended in gunfire 

in August, Pittsburgh police Chief Nate Harper said Friday. 

"Innocent people aren't being killed in the street," Harper 

said. "There was criminal history there." 

Police are investigating seven homicides this month. Of 

those, police believe two victims did not have criminal 

backgrounds that might have played a role in their deaths. 

Three-year-old Zy'Miere Sewell died of a gunshot wound in 

his head in his mother's apartment on Tioga Street in Homewood 

on Aug. 9. Darius Grimsley, 29, of the North Side was fatally 

shot when an argument escalated on Alpine Avenue and Garfield 

Street in the North Side on Sunday. 

The seven people killed in August all were young black 

males, as were the majority of the city's 28 homicide victims so 

far this year, according to data from the Allegheny County 

Medical Examiner's Office. 

"The issue here is because they have guns; every time they 

fire, they're putting innocents in jeopardy," Harper said. "We 

have too many guns in the wrong hands." 

Harper spoke at a news conference alongside community 

activists to discuss the recent spate of shootings. 

"We all realize it's not just a police issue," Harper said. "It's 

all of us working together." 

The city tallied 58 homicides in 2010, according to the 

medical examiner's office. City police said 42 of those victims 

had prior involvement in crime. 

Chris Michaux, 19, of the North Side, who was recently 

released from prison, was fatally shot on Leland Street on Aug. 

5. Police officers spoke with Michaux about an hour before he 

was killed while investigating a call of shots fired in the area, 

Harper said. 

Stephanie Eberhardt, 51, lives on Leland Street and said that, 

except for the occasional flier placed in her door, she doesn't 

know much about the community groups trying to quell the 

violence. She wonders what, if anything, they can accomplish. 

"The key to this problem is the lack of parental involvement," 

she said. "You have to start with the parents, that's what this all 

boils down to. If you know your kids are out there selling drugs 

or doing something wrong, you have to intervene. Can a 

community organization intervene and do that? I'm not sure, but 

it's good that they are trying to do something." 

Stephon Smith, 14, of Larimer was fatally shot on Thursday 

in the back of an apartment building on Meadow Street where 

Harper said "criminal activity was afoot." 

"He had criminal problems in the past, even at the age of 14," 

Harper said, adding that Smith was suspected of robberies and 

drug offenses. 

Smith was the fifth homicide this week in the city. Antwan 

Leake, 19, of Hazelwood was shot on Sunday in a home on 

Rochelle Street in Knoxville known for drug activity. Police 

found a stolen handgun in his waistband, Harper said. 

"It all could've been avoided if he would've chosen to live a 

different lifestyle," Harper said. 

Jason Daniel Jr., 18, of Knoxville was fatally shot on Monday 

on Mathews Avenue in Knoxville while he was in a car police 

http://pajamasmedia.com/tatler/2011/08/20/rape-crying-wolf-and-the-criminal-justice-system/
http://pajamasmedia.com/tatler/2011/08/20/rape-crying-wolf-and-the-criminal-justice-system/
http://www.unionleader.com/article/20110820/OPINION01/708199979
http://www.unionleader.com/article/20110820/OPINION01/708199979


 

 
Page 51 

believe was obtained in exchange for drugs. Dante Beasley, 22, 

of the North Side was gunned down in Spring Hill on Tuesday; 

he was arrested a few months ago in connection with a 

carjacking police said was drug-related. 

Police have not charged anyone with any of the deaths but 

have arrested an adult and three juveniles for guns and drugs in 

the North Side this week as part of a targeted response to the 

killings through the Pittsburgh Initiative to Reduce Crime, or 

PIRC. 

Harper said there have been ongoing changes in the program, 

which involves mapping relationships among gang members in 

the city and letting them know that authorities won't tolerate 

violence or killing. A response in the Knoxville area was 

thwarted because the police presence was posted online through 

social media, Harper said. 

"The streets not only dried up, but the individuals in the 

house checks weren't around," he said. 

A recent drug seizure might play a role in the shootings, 

Harper said. Drug Enforcement Administration agents seized 20 

kilos of relatively pure powdered cocaine out of a tractor-trailer 

on the Parkway West last week. 

"These drugs never hit the streets," Harper said. "Now you 

have the criminal element looking for their supply." 

He called on the community, including churches, to "step up" 

to stop the violence and get through to young men before it's too 

late. 

Thomas D. Westfall, 53, said Grimsley's death just yards 

from his front door was a shock, but he believes intervention by 

concerned residents and community groups can address the 

problem. 

"A lot of these organizations are underfunded, so it makes 

their efforts to deal with these issues difficult," he said. "They 

need resources to address the drug and alcohol problems that lead 

to the violence. People need alternatives to this kind of 

activities." 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/pittsburgh/s

_752504.html 

 

2011-08-20 3 tied to deputy killer's guns 

Dead gunman's father, 2 others are charged in illegal weapons 

deals 

Three people - including the father of the man who killed 

Berks County Deputy Sheriff Kyle D. Pagerly - were arrested 

Friday on charges they supplied guns to the killer. 

Matthew M. Connor, 25, used an AK-47 rifle to mortally 

wound Pagerly on June 29 behind the Connor home in the first 

block of Pine Swamp Road, Albany Township, and was then shot 

dead by police. 

Following a several-week investigation, state police arrested 

two people on charges involving that weapon: Connor's father, 

Maurice L. Connor, 70, a retired Cherry Hill, N.J., parking 

enforcement officer; and Jared D. Engelman, 26, of the 15600 

block of Main Street, Shoemakersville. 

State police also arrested Sandra L. Keim, 49, of the 100 

block of Pine Swamp Road, Albany Township, on charges she 

helped Matthew Connor obtain three other firearms. 

Matthew Connor was not allowed to have firearms because 

he had been convicted of burglary, but state police said he owned 

and used several. 

State police said Maurice Connor allowed his son to have the 

AK-47, which originally was purchased by Engelman at an 

Army-Navy store in Lehigh County. 

But there were conflicting statements about how Matthew 

Connor got the gun: Engelman said he sold it to the father; 

Maurice Connor said Engelman sold it to his son. 

Police also said Maurice Connor gave his son a .32-caliber 

pistol that had belonged to Matthew Connor's great-grandfather. 

That pistol was found on Matthew Connor's body. 

Keim is accused of acting as a straw buyer to purchase three 

pistols for Matthew Connor when he was under the legal age of 

21. 

"During the investigation it was discovered that Connor came 

into possession of additional firearms other than the ones he used 

in the homicide," troopers said in a statement. "This investigation 

led to the arrest of the above individuals and the seizure of four 

additional firearms." 

The defendants were arraigned before District Judge Kim 

Bagenstose in Hamburg on a variety of weapons charges. 

Maurice Connor and Engelman were committed to Berks 

County Prison in lieu of bail, $100,000 for Connor and $35,000 

for Engelman. Keim is free on bail. 

Troopers were assisted by the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol 

Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, and the Berks County district 

attorney's office. 

District Attorney John T. Adams said the defendants showed 

a disregard for the law, especially since they knew that Matthew 

Connor had serious mental problems. 

Engelman had told troopers after the shooting that Matthew 

Connor was "off his rocker," according to troopers. 

A contingent of deputies had gone to Connor's home June 29 

to arrest him on a burglary charge. He slipped out the back of the 

home. When police followed him, he rose from a hiding place 

and shot Pagerly, before being killed. 

http://readingeagle.com/article.aspx?id=327005 

 

2011-08-20 Sheriff's brother owned now-closed store that 

sold guns linked to case 

Some of the weapons illegally owned by the man who killed 

Deputy Sheriff Kyle D. Pagerly originally were bought at the 

now-closed Weaknecht Sporting Goods store in Hamburg, 

authorities said Friday. 

The store had been owned by James Weaknecht, brother of 

Pagerly's boss, Berks County Sheriff Eric J. Weaknecht. 

The sheriff said Friday that the sales were legal, and he's glad 

the family had the records available for the state police 

investigation. 

"We hope the arrests will bring closure to the Pagerly 

family," Weaknecht said. "I am happy about the arrests." 

Matthew M. Connor, 25, of Albany Township, killed Pagerly 

with an AK-47 rifle June 29 while law enforcement officers were 

trying to arrest Connor, according to authorities. Police returned 

fire, killing Connor. 

Although Connor was not allowed to possess firearms 

because of a burglary conviction, troopers learned that he had 

owned numerous weapons, authorities said. 

Among them were two pistols - a .357-caliber Smith & 

Wesson and a 9 mm Cobray Mac 11 - and an old, bolt-action 

Russian rifle found in Connor's van. 

Authorities said the three weapons were bought at the 

Hamburg sporting goods store owned by James Weaknecht. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/pittsburgh/s_752504.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/pittsburgh/s_752504.html
http://readingeagle.com/article.aspx?id=327005
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Investigators gave this account: 

Sandra L. Keim, 49, of Kempton, told police that in 2004, 

Connor, then 18, persuaded her to buy the guns for him and gave 

her the money. 

She also bought another pistol for Connor at the Gun 

Exchange in Lenhartsville. 

Buying weapons for someone forbidden to have them is 

illegal, and Keim is facing weapons charges. 

The murder weapon, an AK-47 rifle, was bought in 2004 by 

Jared D. Engelman at the Army-Navy Store in Whitehall, Lehigh 

County for $319.95. 

Engelman told police he later sold it to Matthew Connor's 

father, Maurice L. Connor. Maurice Connor told police 

Engelman sold it to his son. 

Engelman and Maurice Connor also were arrested Friday on 

weapons charges. 

http://readingeagle.com/article.aspx?id=327082 

 

2011-08-20 Air Force recovers stolen materials from Friday's 

raid 

Las Vegas, NV (KTNV) -- We're learning more on why the 

U.S. Air Force raided a local gun store Friday. They say it wasn't 

guns they were looking for. 

An official from the Air Force is speaking to Action News 

about that raid. New information clarifies that this may have 

been an inside job, and the penalties could turn out to be very 

severe. 

It was an afternoon that rocked businesses near Dean Martin 

and Flamingo. Local and federal law enforcement agencies 

swarmed in and served search warrants on Citadel Gun and Safe. 

New information gives us an insight on the massive raid that 

up until now, authorities were tight-lipped about. Turns out it 

was the Air Force Office of Special Investigations that led the 

raid. 

"They went in there and did in fact find stolen air force 

military property that was stolen from Nellis Air Force Base," 

said Linda Card with the Air Force OSI. 

Metro lent a hand, as well as the FBI, ATF, and ICE. The 

recovered material would not have posed a danger to citizens, a 

spokesperson from the Air Force said. 

"It did not include weapons, guns, explosives of any kind, 

bombs, nothing like that. It was basic stolen military property," 

Card said. 

It's unclear what "basic military property" really is. We went to 

the Citadel Gun and Safe store Saturday it was open for business, 

but they promptly told us they would not comment. After 

questioning the store owner and raiding his home, authorites 

have turned their investigation to Nellis Air Force Base. 

"If someone is in fact guilty at Nellis and they did steal 

military equipment and they tried to sell it outside, yes they will 

be charged for whatever it is that they did," Card said. 

So far, no one has been charged, but as the questioning 

continues. Formal charges could come as early as next week. 

We're told the gun store's owner did cooperate with authorities, 

and the investigation is still open. 

http://www.ktnv.com/news/local/128140053.html 

 

11-08-20 Local gun rules coming off the books 

The worry is that someone upset about not getting a building 

permit could walk into a municipal building and whip out a gun 

to show their displeasure. Or at a park, parents get into a heated 

confrontation at a Little League game, and a gun comes out. 

Currently, local governments have stringent ordinances that 

forbid guns from being brought to city parks and municipal 

buildings. But on Oct. 1, that will change. Last spring, the 

Florida Legislature passed HB 45, a law that prohibits local 

governments from regulating firearms and ammunition in their 

communities. And if they attempt to do so, they'll face severe 

penalties. 

To avoid conflict with the pending law, municipal attorneys 

and law enforcement agencies are quickly removing any 

language from their local ordinances that attempts to regulate 

guns. Such changes are currently under way in Tarpon Springs, 

Clearwater and Pinellas County. 

"The penalties are draconian," said Tarpon Springs city 

attorney Jim Yacavone, who presented the issue to Tarpon's City 

Commission on Tuesday night. "There's a fine, you could lose 

your job, and the government attorney can't defend you. It's a 

clear message from the Legislature that they do not want local 

governments regulating firearms or ammunition in any capacity." 

But Marion Hammer, who lobbied for the new state law on 

behalf of the National Rifle Association, said local governments 

need to simply follow the laws that are already on the books. 

"Local officials are not above the law and they have been 

willfully and knowingly violating and thumbing their nose at 

state law," said Hammer, a former NRA president. "In the past, 

there were not penalties in the law, but this law has been on the 

books since 1987 that prohibited the adoption of ordinances 

regulating firearms or ammunition in any manner. The 

Legislature finally said enough is enough." 

In 1987, lawmakers passed Florida Statute 790.33, in which 

the state preempted "the whole field of regulation of firearms and 

ammunition." But local governments continued to enforce stiffer 

gun and ammunition laws in an attempt to further regulate 

gunplay in their cities. 

With HB 45, city officials who willfully and knowingly 

violate the preemption will be personally liable with a fine up to 

$5,000. A violation also would be grounds for termination or 

removal from office by the governor. No public funds could be 

used to defend or reimburse the person for violating the 

preemption. 

A local regulation that violates the state's preemption will be 

ruled invalid, and a government could be liable for actual 

damages up to $100,000 and for a plaintiff's attorney fees. 

"An example is, an elected official can be personally held 

liable if they pass an ordinance prohibiting guns in parks or the 

discharge of guns within city limits," said Kraig Conn, legislative 

counsel for the Florida League of Cities. "We are very concerned 

with the implications of the bill, and it puts cities and counties in 

the crosshairs, especially when a city or county attempts to pass a 

local law that is designed to protect citizens. 

"Do we really want agitated parents at Little League sports 

games with firearms with them? Is that sound policy for public 

safety?" 

The NRA's Hammer said violators of the new state law will 

pay. "There are attorneys all over this state getting ready to file 

lawsuits," she said. 

In Tarpon Springs, the City Commission passed its changed 

ordinance on first reading Tuesday night. The new ordinance 

takes out language about it being unlawful to fire a gun within 

http://readingeagle.com/article.aspx?id=327082
http://www.ktnv.com/news/local/128140053.html
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the city limits. Similar language is being removed from 

Clearwater's ordinances, said assistant city attorney Rob Surette. 

"If a person has a concealed weapons license, there is nothing 

that precludes him from carrying in the park or on the beach," 

Surette said. "But where it becomes problematic is if he is 

shooting a gun in his back yard." 

During the Fourth of July and News Year's celebrations, 

Clearwater's ordinance currently prohibits such activity, Surette 

said. However, after the changes, Clearwater's ordinance will no 

longer address the issue. 

Next Tuesday, assistant county attorney Carl Brody will 

present an ordinance change to the Pinellas County Commission. 

The main change will be the removal of language that prohibits 

discharging a firearm in the county and prohibiting a person from 

carrying a concealed weapon on county-owned or county-

managed land such as Brooker Creek. 

Concealed weapons will still not be allowed in courthouses, 

police stations, schools, polling places or buildings such as City 

Halls where legislative bodies meet. 

Tarpon Springs police Chief Bob Kochen said Tarpon's 

officers are being trained to ensure they know the law concerning 

guns. While Kochen believes that state law covers 90 to 95 

percent of the situations that might arise with the unlawful use of 

guns, he's still a bit concerned. 

"You cannot discharge a firearm in the city limits, but we 

can't enforce that anymore," Kochen said. "That's why I think 

they are going a little too far." 

But Hammer said local government rules concerning guns 

and ammunition have simply been getting in the way. 

"They have not been doing anything but inconveniencing 

law-abiding people," Hammer said 

http://www.tampabay.com/news/localgovernment/local-gun-

rules-coming-off-the-books/1186714 

 

11-08-19 Senator MORAN: Our firearm freedoms are not 

negotiable 

Senate would shoot down U.N. treaty abridging U.S. gun 

rights 

More than two centuries ago, our Founding Fathers wisely 

amended the U.S. Constitution to guarantee a Bill of Rights for 

its citizens. Rooted in freedom, our democracy has stood strong 

as Americans have enjoyed liberties unparalleled in the world - 

including the fundamental right to keep and bear arms. Today, 

our freedoms and our country‘s sovereignty are in danger of 

being undermined by the United Nations. 

In October 2009 at the U.N. General Assembly, the Obama 

administration voted for the United States to participate in 

negotiating an Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) - a reversal of the 

previous administration‘s position. This treaty purportedly is 

intended to establish ―common international standards for the 

import, export and transfer of conventional arms.‖ However, by 

threatening to include civilian firearms within its scope, the ATT 

would restrict the lawful private ownership of firearms in our 

country. 

Last month, the ATT Preparatory Committee met in New 

York as part of a series of meetings prior to finalizing the treaty 

next year for adoption. Based on the process to date, I am gravely 

concerned this treaty will infringe upon the Second Amendment 

rights of American gun owners and will be used by other 

countries that do not share our freedoms to wrongly place the 

burden of controlling international crime and terrorism on law-

abiding American citizens. 

Proposals being considered by the committee would 

adversely impact U.S. gun owners. There have been regular calls 

for bans on the civilian ownership of guns Americans use to 

hunt, target-shoot and defend themselves. By requiring firearms 

to be accounted for throughout their life span, the ATT could 

lead to mandatory nationwide gun registration. Still other 

proposals could require the marking and tracking of all 

ammunition. 

Forty-four U.S. senators recently joined me in sending a 

powerful message to the Obama administration: A U.N. Arms 

Trade Treaty that does not protect ownership of civilian firearms 

will fail in the Senate. On July 22, we notified President Obama 

and Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton of our intent to 

oppose ratification of a treaty that in any way restricts Second 

Amendment rights. In fact, our opposition is strong enough to 

block the treaty from passage, as treaties submitted to the U.S. 

Senate require two-thirds approval to be ratified. In notifying the 

Obama administration, we outlined several concerns. 

First, civilian firearms and ammunition should not be 

included in the scope of the ATT. Preparatory meetings have 

made it clear that many U.N. member states aim to craft an 

extremely broad treaty. For example, Mexico and several 

countries in Central and South America have called for the treaty 

to cover ―all types of conventional weapons (regardless of their 

purpose), including small arms and light weapons, ammunition, 

components, parts, technology and related materials.‖ Such a 

treaty would be incredibly difficult to enforce and would pose 

dangers to all U.S. businesses and individuals involved in any 

aspect of the firearms industry, from manufacturers to dealers to 

consumers. 

Second, any regulation of the domestic manufacturing, 

possession or purchase of firearms and ammunition is completely 

unacceptable. U.N. member states regularly argue that no treaty 

controlling the transfer of arms internationally can be effective 

without controls on transfers inside a country‘s own borders. At 

stake is our country‘s autonomy and the rights of American 

citizens protected under the Constitution. 

Finally, America leads the world in export standards to 

ensure arms are transferred for legitimate purposes, and its 

citizens should not be punished by the ATT. There is no 

disagreement that sales and transfers to criminals and terrorists 

are unacceptable, but law-abiding Americans should not be held 

responsible for international crime and acts of terrorism. Instead, 

the responsibility should be on U.N. member states that have not 

enforced existing laws and have failed to block illegal trafficking 

of arms. 

Our country‘s sovereignty and Second Amendment rights 

must not be infringed upon by an international organization made 

up of many countries with little respect for gun rights. As the 

treaty process continues, I will continue to work with my 

colleagues in the U.S. Senate to ensure that any Arms Trade 

Treaty that undermines the constitutional rights of American gun 

owners is dead on arrival because our firearm freedoms are not 

negotiable. 

Sen. Jerry Moran is a Republican from Kansas. 

http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2011/aug/19/our-

firearm-freedoms-are-not-negotiable/ 
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11-08-19 Details only get worse from ATF‟s Fast and Furious 

fiasco 

Finding someone to stand up and take responsibility for the 

feds‘ ill-advised gun-walk-to-Mexico program has been anything 

but fast. Only the denying, obfuscating and bus-throwing-under 

has been furious. 

Months into a congressional investigation into Project 

Gunrunner and its Arizona-led wing, Operation Fast and Furious, 

we know only a little more. In large part, this is because Attorney 

General Eric Holder and his Department of Justice have 

expended far more energy covering up than coming clean. 

Gunrunner, conceived and approved somewhere by someone 

around October 2009, was tasked to the federal Bureau of 

Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives. The goal was to 

allow ―straw man‖ gun purchases in the U.S. and track the high-

powered weapons to their expected destination, Mexico‘s violent 

drug cartels. 

In practice, this proved a logistical and public relations 

disaster. This became clear in North Texas earlier this year, when 

a gun used to kill a U.S. Immigrations and Customs Enforcement 

agent in Mexico traced back to two brothers from a Dallas 

suburb under Gunrunner surveillance. ICE Agent Jamie Zapata‘s 

slaying followed by two months the death of U.S. Border Patrol 

Agent Brian Terry near Nogales, Ariz. The gun that killed him 

also was to have been under ATF monitoring. 

Even as Justice Department officials have stalled and 

stonewalled, what new details have emerged are alarming. 

Assistant Attorney General Ronald Welch‘s letter to the 

Senate Judiciary Committee concedes that Fast and Furious guns 

have turned up at 11 other violent crime scenes in the U.S. The 

Welch letter also says 1,418 firearms were circulated under the 

program — and it‘s not clear how many remain missing. 

Almost improbably, three key Fast and Furious supervisors 

have been given new management positions at ATF‘s 

Washington headquarters. William G. McMahon had been 

deputy director of operations in the West; William D. Newell and 

David Voth were field supervisors who oversaw Fast and Furious 

out of the Phoenix office. 

After the Los Angeles Times broke this news, ATF officials 

insisted the moves were not promotions but ―lateral‖ transfers. 

This view would not be shared by many field agents, including 

those charged with executing Fast and Furious over their own 

misgivings. In testimony, they also describe McMahon, Newell 

and Voth as enthusiastic supporters of the disastrous program. 

So to translate ATF higher-ups, these three mid-level bosses 

were not kicked upstairs, just shoved out of view. 

Meanwhile, Kenneth E. Melson, the ATF‘s acting director, 

says he learned of the program‘s details in January 2011 and only 

after it had been shut down. He apparently doesn‘t recall a 

December 2009 briefing and other ―periodic updates‖ that Welch 

notes in his letter to Congress. 

Republican Sen. John Cornyn of Texas has been a leader in 

demanding information on this fiasco, as he should on behalf of 

his border-state constituents. Yes, it‘s possible he sees partisan 

advantage in going after a Democratic administration, but it 

doesn‘t make him wrong. 

------------------------------------ 

Texas ties to ATF gun-walking program 

-- In October 2010, Otilio Osorio of Lancaster purchases a 

Romarm-Cugir model Draco 7.62 pistol from a gun shop south 

of Fort Worth . Soon after, the DEA and ATF coordinate an 

undercover weapons purchase by an informant in North Texas. 

-- On Feb. 15, 2011, Jaime Zapata, a U.S. Immigration and 

Customs Enforcement agent, is shot to death in Mexico. A 

Romarm-Cugir model Draco 7.62 pistol used in the killing is 

traced to Otilio Osorio. Two weeks later, he and his brother are 

arrested on gun-smuggling charges. 

-- A July 22, 2011, letter from Assistant Attorney General 

Ronald Welch to congressional investigators reveals that guns 

supposedly under surveillance in the ATF‘s Fast and Furious 

program have turned up at 11 violent crime scenes in the U.S. 

Included are 42 weapons seized at two scenes in El Paso. 

-- Sen. John Cornyn writes to Attorney General Eric Holder 

demanding information on any programs similar to Fast and 

Furious operating in Texas, past or present. 

http://www.dallasnews.com/opinion/editorials/20110819-

editorial-details-only-get-worse-from-atfs-fast-and-furious-

fiasco.ece 

 

11-08-19 Local FL gun rules coming off the books 

The worry is that someone upset about not getting a building 

permit could walk into a municipal building and whip out a gun 

to show their displeasure. Or at a park, parents get into a heated 

confrontation at a Little League game, and a gun comes out. 

Currently, local governments have stringent ordinances that 

forbid guns from being brought to city parks and municipal 

buildings. But on Oct. 1, that will change. Last spring, the 

Florida Legislature passed HB 45, a law that prohibits local 

governments from regulating firearms and ammunition in their 

communities. And if they attempt to do so, they'll face severe 

penalties. 

To avoid conflict with the pending law, municipal attorneys 

and law enforcement agencies are quickly removing any 

language from their local ordinances that attempts to regulate 

guns. Such changes are currently under way in Tarpon Springs, 

Clearwater and Pinellas County. 

"The penalties are draconian," said Tarpon Springs city 

attorney Jim Yacavone, who presented the issue to Tarpon's City 

Commission on Tuesday night. "There's a fine, you could lose 

your job, and the government attorney can't defend you. It's a 

clear message from the Legislature that they do not want local 

governments regulating firearms or ammunition in any capacity." 

But Marion Hammer, who lobbied for the new state law on 

behalf of the National Rifle Association, said local governments 

need to simply follow the laws that are already on the books. 

"Local officials are not above the law and they have been 

willfully and knowingly violating and thumbing their nose at 

state law," said Hammer, a former NRA president. "In the past, 

there were not penalties in the law, but this law has been on the 

books since 1987 that prohibited the adoption of ordinances 

regulating firearms or ammunition in any manner. The 

Legislature finally said enough is enough." 

In 1987, lawmakers passed Florida Statute 790.33, in which 

the state preempted "the whole field of regulation of firearms and 

ammunition." But local governments continued to enforce stiffer 

gun and ammunition laws in an attempt to further regulate 

gunplay in their cities. 

With HB 45, city officials who willfully and knowingly 

violate the preemption will be personally liable with a fine up to 

$5,000. A violation also would be grounds for termination or 

removal from office by the governor. No public funds could be 

http://www.dallasnews.com/opinion/editorials/20110819-editorial-details-only-get-worse-from-atfs-fast-and-furious-fiasco.ece
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used to defend or reimburse the person for violating the 

preemption. 

A local regulation that violates the state's preemption will be 

ruled invalid, and a government could be liable for actual 

damages up to $100,000 and for a plaintiff's attorney fees. 

"An example is, an elected official can be personally held 

liable if they pass an ordinance prohibiting guns in parks or the 

discharge of guns within city limits," said Kraig Conn, legislative 

counsel for the Florida League of Cities. "We are very concerned 

with the implications of the bill, and it puts cities and counties in 

the crosshairs, especially when a city or county attempts to pass a 

local law that is designed to protect citizens. 

"Do we really want agitated parents at Little League sports 

games with firearms with them? Is that sound policy for public 

safety?" 

The NRA's Hammer said violators of the new state law will 

pay. "There are attorneys all over this state getting ready to file 

lawsuits," she said. 

In Tarpon Springs, the City Commission passed its changed 

ordinance on first reading Tuesday night. The new ordinance 

takes out language about it being unlawful to fire a gun within 

the city limits. Similar language is being removed from 

Clearwater's ordinances, said assistant city attorney Rob Surette. 

"If a person has a concealed weapons license, there is nothing 

that precludes him from carrying in the park or on the beach," 

Surette said. "But where it becomes problematic is if he is 

shooting a gun in his back yard." 

During the Fourth of July and News Year's celebrations, 

Clearwater's ordinance currently prohibits such activity, Surette 

said. However, after the changes, Clearwater's ordinance will no 

longer address the issue. 

Next Tuesday, assistant county attorney Carl Brody will 

present an ordinance change to the Pinellas County Commission. 

The main change will be the removal of language that prohibits 

discharging a firearm in the county and prohibiting a person from 

carrying a concealed weapon on county-owned or county-

managed land such as Brooker Creek. 

Concealed weapons will still not be allowed in courthouses, 

police stations, schools, polling places or buildings such as City 

Halls where legislative bodies meet. 

Tarpon Springs police Chief Bob Kochen said Tarpon's 

officers are being trained to ensure they know the law concerning 

guns. While Kochen believes that state law covers 90 to 95 

percent of the situations that might arise with the unlawful use of 

guns, he's still a bit concerned. 

"You cannot discharge a firearm in the city limits, but we 

can't enforce that anymore," Kochen said. "That's why I think 

they are going a little too far." 

But Hammer said local government rules concerning guns 

and ammunition have simply been getting in the way. 

"They have not been doing anything but inconveniencing 

law-abiding people," Hammer said. 

http://www.tampabay.com/news/localgovernment/local-gun-

rules-coming-off-the-books/1186714 

 

11-08-18 Bad year for burglars in Tacoma continues with 

Wednesday shooting 

   Wednesday‘s shooting of a suspected burglar by a 

contractor working at a home in North Tacoma was the latest in a 

series of incidents that did not end too well for the bad guys, and 

nobody – with the possible exception of burglars – seems to be 

squawking too loudly. 

   The 32-year-old suspect in yesterday‘s shooting was hit 

once and taken to a Tacoma hospital, but he will go directly from 

there to jail. 

   UPDATE: According to Tacoma Police spokesman Mark 

Fulghum, the suspect was booked into jail at 2 p.m. Thursday. A 

Friday court appearance is probably in the works. 

In this latest incident, according to the typically spot-on 

reporting by the Tacoma News Tribune‘s Stacey Mulick, the 

contractor showed up at mid-morning to find this guy packing 

stuff out of the house. The contractor called the homeowner to 

ask about this, and the homeowner quickly said nobody was 

supposed to be there. While the contractor stayed on the scene, 

the homeowner called the cops. 

The contractor arrived at the home shortly after 11 a.m. and 

noticed a suspicious vehicle in the driveway, police spokesman 

Mark Fulghum said. The contractor also spotted some items from 

the house, including a television and weapons, in the driveway.  

He called the homeowner to see whether someone was 

supposed to be at the home. The homeowner told the contractor 

that no one should be there, Fulghum said. The homeowner then 

called police. 

Meanwhile, the suspected burglar walked out of the home 

and spotted the contractor‘s pickup blocking the driveway. The 

suspect got into his minivan and rammed the contractor‘s truck, 

Fulghum said.—Tacoma News Tribune 

How stupid is this: the suspect saw the contractor‘s truck in 

the driveway, so he tried to get away by ramming the vehicle. A 

confrontation followed during which the suspect got a rather 

nasty surprise: This guy he was trying to buffalo had a legally-

carried handgun, and obviously knew how to use it. One bullet 

later, the bad guy is running down the street with a hole in him, 

only to be bagged in short order by an observant Tacoma police 

officer.  

According to Mulick, there have been three other burglaries 

lately that ended in gunfire: 

• On April 4, Jamarr Johnson, 19, died after he and two others 

broke into a home in the 3800 block of East J Street. An 

occupant of the home heard the burglars and fired through a 

door, killing Johnson. 

• On May 23, Anthony Len McDougald, 36, was killed when 

he and another man broke into a home in the 3800 block of South 

D Street. The homeowner heard noises, confronted the two 

intruders inside his detached garage and told police he shot them 

when they charged him. The other burglar was injured but 

survived.  

• On May 24, a Tacoma police officer shot and injured a 

suspected burglar after a confrontation outside a South Tacoma 

home where the man had crashed his car. 

Burglary may be a low level crime to some people, while to 

others it is a traumatic life-altering experience because their 

personal space, their castle, their refuge has been violated and 

their belongings stolen. Some might argue that burglars should 

not be shot for stealing property. Others will reply that burglars 

wouldn‘t get shot if they didn‘t get caught stealing other people‘s 

belongings.  

Lately in Tacoma, burglary doesn‘t seem to be a smart career 

choice.  

http://www.examiner.com/gun-rights-in-seattle/bad-year-for-

burglars-tacoma-continues-with-wednesday-shooting 
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2011-08-18 Supreme Court faces new gun control cases 

Washington, D.C., United States (AHN) – The Supreme 

Court is being asked again to redefine rights to gun ownership in 

a new petition. 

The court is expected to decide whether to hear the case 

within weeks. 

The petition was filed by a Maryland man who was arrested 

for carrying a handgun in his backpack. He did not have a license 

for it. 

He argues that he should not need a license after the Supreme 

Court‘s ruling three years ago in District of Columbia v. Heller. 

The court‘s decision said the Second Amendment gives all 

law-abiding adult citizens a right to keep guns in their homes. 

The ruling upheld a lawsuit by six residents of Washington, 

D.C., who challenged a local law that allowed only law 

enforcement officers to own guns. 

In the pending case of Williams v. Maryland, Charles F. 

Williams is trying to overturn his 2008 conviction in Prince 

George‘s County, Md., for carrying a firearm in public without a 

permit. 

Williams purchased the gun legally. He was arrested as he 

returned home from visiting his girlfriend after a police officer 

saw Williams rummaging in his backpack, then hiding the gun in 

nearby bushes after being spotted with it. 

His attorney argues in the Supreme Court brief that Maryland 

law is so restrictive on gun ownership that it violates the Second 

Amendment‘s ―right of the people to keep and bear arms.‖ 

The Supreme Court‘s ―analyses and plain statements‖ in the 

Heller decision show ―the right to bear arms exists outside the 

home,‖ Williams says in his brief. 

He also cited a Supreme Court ruling last year in McDonald 

v. Chicago that says state and local governments have no right to 

be more restrictive of gun ownership beyond the limits set by 

Congress. 

The Supreme Court rulings set off a wave of lawsuits to 

challenge state and local gun laws. 

So far, the lower courts have interpreted the laws to be as 

restrictive as possible. 

The anti-gun Brady Center to Prevent Gun Violence said in a 

recent report that ―Three years and more than 400 legal 

challenges later, courts – so far – have held that the Supreme 

Court‘s ruling in Heller was narrow and limited, and that the 

Second Amendment does not interfere with the people‘s right to 

enact legislation protecting families and communities from gun 

violence.‖ 

Williams and others say the lower courts have overstepped 

their authority. 

The Williams case eventually made its way to Maryland‘s 

highest court, the Court of Appeals, which upheld his conviction. 

―If the Supreme Court .&thinsp;.&thinsp;.meant its holding 

to extend beyond home possession, it will need to say so more 

plainly,‖ the Maryland Court of Appeals ruling says. 

Instead, ―the Supreme Court considered a narrow question, 

namely whether ‗the District [of Columbia's] ban on handgun 

possession in the home violate[d] the Second Amendment,‘‖ the 

Court of Appeals said. ―The [Supreme] Court concluded that, 

‗[u]nlike possession of a gun for protection within a residence, 

carrying a concealed firearm presents a recognized threat to 

public order, and is prohibited as a means of preventing physical 

harm to persons other than the offender.‘‖ 

Similar issues of carrying guns outside the home arose in the 

case of Sean Masciandaro, a businessman who puts on 

educational demonstrations with reptiles he owns. 

As he drove to his home in Woodbridge, Va., he pulled off 

the road after a tiring day of work to take a nap in a park. 

A police officer stopped to check him out, which included 

looking in his trunk. He found a handgun that Masciandaro 

acknowledged was his own. 

He was convicted of violating a ban on having a loaded 

firearm in a vehicle on national parkland. 

Masciandaro also filed a recent petition asking the Supreme 

Court to review his case. 

―If there is a Second Amendment right outside the home, it 

surely applies to law-abiding citizens carrying handguns for self-

defense while traveling on public highways,‖ his petition says. 

http://gantdaily.com/2011/08/18/supreme-court-faces-new-gun-

control-cases/ 

 

2011-08-18 Germany is close to deploying 'mercenaries' to 

protect ships from pirates 

The German government is considering a change to gun laws 

so that private security companies can protect German ships from 

pirates. So far this year 21 vessels have been hijacked near the 

Horn of Africa. 

Germany may soon authorize shipping companies to hire 

private armed guards to defend vessels from Somali pirates. 

Ships sailing near the Horn of Africa are at high risk of attack 

from pirates, who often hijack ships for ransom. 

Currently one third of German ships are estimated to be 

sailing in the western Indian Ocean with guards on board, but the 

practice is only semi-legal. If a pirate were to be killed in self-

defense, the guard can be punished under German laws.  

The idea of deploying naval escorts for ships has been 

sidelined by the government, as it would be unaffordable. Failing 

to gain naval support, shipping companies have been angry at a 

policy stalemate lasting years. The pirates are frequently armed 

with a automatic weapons and bazookas, and often target 

German ships carrying chemicals and oil. 

World consensus 

Bildunterschrift: Großansicht des Bildes mit der 

Bildunterschrift: The government says naval escorts are too 

expensiveBerlin officials said Wednesday that there was a shift 

in opinion in favor of allowing armed guards to defend ships. 

On Wednesday, Hans-Joachim Otto, the government's 

coordinator of maritime industry policy, confirmed that officials 

favored changes to the law that would allow guards to use lethal 

force, but said no decision had yet been taken. 

"The traffic lights for deployment of security forces have 

gone from red to amber, but are not yet at green," Otto said. He 

said world opinion was "moving towards private security 

guards." 

He said Germany should wait for an International Maritime 

Organisation (IMO) vote next month. "It's a world problem and 

we should get a world solution," he said. 

Hans-Peter Uhl, a legislator with Chancellor Angela Merkel's 

government coalition told the Neue Osnabrücker Zeitung that 

government parties had "basically agreed." 

Human rights objections 

Otto is a member of the Free Democrats (FDP), who earlier 

raised objections to using guards on human rights grounds. They 

said the guards would be in a sense mercenaries. 

http://gantdaily.com/2011/08/18/supreme-court-faces-new-gun-control-cases/
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Bildunterschrift: Großansicht des Bildes mit der 

Bildunterschrift: Some politicians say rounding up pirates is a 

job for the state, not private individuals 

Police trade unions are also hostile to what they consider a 

"privatizing" of lethal force. 

"It's a function of the state alone," said Bernhard Witthaut, 

chairman of the Police Union. He called for Germany to set up a 

marine police unit manned by 500 former German soldiers. "That 

would be the first step," he said. 

Witthaut is supported by the interior minister of Lower 

Saxony, who also says it is an issue for the state. Uwe 

Scünemann told Financial Times Deutschland that federal police 

and the army should act "within their means" and they can then 

be "flanked" by private security forces. 

Pirate attacks on ships near the Horn of Africa rose by nearly 

two thirds to 163 in the first half of 2011, with 21 vessels 

hijacked. According to Financial Times Deutschland, the price 

for a team of five armed guards is 100,000 euros ($144,000) per 

trip. According to the newspaper, these 'mercenaries' mostly 

come from the UK or Israel. 

http://www.dw-world.de/dw/article/0,,15325923,00.html 

 

2011-08-18 Gun Makers Set Sights On Female Buyers 

For years, gun stores were predominantly patronized by men. 

But these days, shooting ranges and shops selling firearms are 

seeing more female customers than ever before, and that has 

them changing the way they do business. 

In one brand-new shooting range at Eagle Gun in Concord, 

N.C., shots from Sharon Skoff's handgun boom behind glass that 

separates the range from the rest of the shop. 

"I just refuse to be a victim if I possibly can in life," Skoff 

says. "I actually went and got my concealed permit a couple 

months ago so I can carry." 

Skoff, a 47-year-old flight attendant, says she shoots because 

she's scared. 

"If you listen to the news at night, all you hear are women in 

parking lots — someone coming up, or threatening them for their 

purse or threatening their life, or raping [them]," she says. 

A Huge Emerging Market 

Store owner Mike Threadgill says there was a time when 

women like Skoff would have been out of place. Not anymore. 

"The ladies are bringing in a lot of the money for the 

business," Threadgill says. "And if they do that, then I want to 

cater to them." 

Rachel Parsons, a spokeswoman for the National Rifle 

Association, says women are a huge emerging market. What's 

happening at Eagle Gun is happening at shops all over, she says. 

The ladies are bringing in a lot of the money for the business. 

And if they do that, then I want to cater to them. 

- Mike Threadgill, owner of a gun store and shooting range in 

Concord, N.C. 

The latest data from the National Shooting Sports Foundation 

shows gun store owners reported a 73 percent increase in female 

customers in 2009 from the year before. Parsons says the trend is 

even being reflected by the number of guns made just for 

women. 

"You see firearms being developed that have smaller grips to 

fit a woman's hand," Parson says. "Maybe they're pink, or maybe 

they have pearl grips. And they're a little bit less intimidating." 

The NRA says it's also organizing more hunting excursions 

for women than ever before. And the spike in sales is not just a 

North Carolina phenomenon. In Texas last year, almost 30,000 

women obtained a concealed carry permit. Georgia has also seen 

an increase. 

Changing Business Priorities 

Instructor Dan Starks teaches gun safety courses in North 

Carolina. In a class of about 20 students, one-third are women. 

One of them is 54-year-old retired nurse Nancy Clontz. She's 

already been to a shooting range — with her book club — and 

soon she'll buy her first gun. 

"Right now, I'm looking at a Kel-Tec P-3AT semi-

automatic," she says. "And also a Lady Wesson revolver, a .380." 

Clontz sometimes travels alone and wants to be able to 

defend herself. The National Shooting Sports Foundation says 

self-defense is the main reason women are getting into guns. 

Threadgill says he added to his selection of female guns and 

accessories as part of his recent expansion. But how serious 

Threadgill is about female customers may be best illustrated by 

something his new store has that his old one didn't: a women's 

bathroom. 

"Just the way that it's built, and the way it's laid out with the 

mirrors on the door, mirrors at the wall — I mean, they want to 

make sure their nose is powdered good when they come out and 

all that good stuff," Threadgill says. "So we want to cater to that. 

You won't find that in the men's restrooms." 

To help finance his $2 million expansion, Threadgill sold 

range memberships. Of the nearly 700 purchased so far, women 

have bought about one-third. Threadgill says that means the 

changes he and other shop owners are making these days are 

right on target. 

http://www.npr.org/2011/08/18/139757899/gun-makers-set-

sights-on-female-buyers?ft=1&f=1001 

 

2011-08-18 Two Targets, One Bullet: How the Ultimate 

Sniper Rifle Was Made 

In 2007, when the Navy SEALs went looking for an 

alternative to the Barrett weapons system it already used — an 

ultra-high-caliber rifle capable of firing .5-inch cartridges at 

distances beyond 1,200 meters — it talked to the best weapons 

manufacturers across the globe. Eventually it contacted a small 

company with 50 employees, who, it had heard, could make a 

weapon suitable for its tactical and operational demands. 

It didn‘t buy American; it skirted around the excellence of 

German and Scandinavian weapons design; and, unsurprisingly, 

it didn‘t call the Russians. It went British. It approached an 

enterprise that embodies a high-tech, design-focused approach, 

blending traditional British engineering with the latest 

technological innovation. 

The Portsmouth company, Accuracy International (AI), 

equips the British Special Boat Service and Special Air Service 

with sniper rifles. In 2008, it signed a 3.7 million-pound contract 

to supply almost 600 sniper weapons to the UK Ministry of 

Defence. What came out of the SEALs‘ approach to AI was a 

new gun. 

―The fact that such a small company can be a world-beater in 

the manufacture of quality weapon systems in a market 

dominated by huge American and European companies is a huge 

achievement,‖ says Color Sergeant Lee Chevenix, a British 

Army sniping-team instructor. ―I know from first-hand 

experience how revered the AI product is, even in the States, 

where traditionally U.S. producers are favored.‖ 

http://www.dw-world.de/dw/article/0,,15325923,00.html
http://www.npr.org/2011/08/18/139757899/gun-makers-set-sights-on-female-buyers?ft=1&f=1001
http://www.npr.org/2011/08/18/139757899/gun-makers-set-sights-on-female-buyers?ft=1&f=1001
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AI‘s weapons are now part of long-range sniping lore. Craig 

Harrison, a British Army sniper from the Household Cavalry, hit 

two Taliban machine-gunners with two consecutive shots at a 

range of 2,475 meters in Helmand province, Afghanistan, in 

2009. Inadvertently he had taken the world sniping record using 

an L115A3, the 0.338-inch caliber military sniper-rifle system 

made by AI that is now standard issue for the British Army. 

―We saw two insurgents running through a courtyard,‖ 

Harrison said in interviews. ―They came forward carrying a PKM 

[a general purpose Russian machine gun], set it up and opened 

fire…. Conditions were perfect, no wind, clear visibility. I rested 

the bipod of my weapon on a compound wall and aimed for the 

gunner firing the machine gun. The driver of my Jackal [patrol 

vehicle] spotted for me, providing all the information needed for 

the shot, which was at the extreme range of the weapon.‖ 

Harrison killed one machine gunner with his first attempt and 

hit the other with the next. He then let off a final round to knock 

the enemy weapon out of action. His gun was the same as the one 

used by Black Watch corporal Christopher Reynolds, who killed 

a Taliban commander at a range of 1,853 meters. In 2009 another 

AI rifle, the L96A1, was used by two snipers from 4th Battalion, 

The Rifles (formerly the Greenjackets), part of the Welsh Guards 

battle group, to make 75 confirmed Taliban kills in 40 days. In 

one instance, two human targets were killed with a single bullet. 

There is no sign for AI at its headquarters and manufacturing 

base on an industrial estate in Hampshire. But pass through a 

plain steel door and it‘s clear where you are: There‘s a meter-

square photograph of two British Army snipers in action in 

Afghanistan on the wall. A sign reads: ―Welcome to the home of 

the world‘s finest sniper rifle.‖ 

It is a bullish claim to make in such a competitive market, but 

it is one that is supported by many who have used the company‘s 

weapons on the front line. 

Writing about AI‘s Arctic Warfare version of its AW sniper 

weapon‘s system, American Rifleman magazine, the publication 

of the National Rifle Association, had the following to say: ―The 

AWP is one of the very few rifles designed from the get-go to be 

a sniper‘s rifle…. Every component of the AWP was designed 

from the outset for one purpose only, to culminate in a 

production rifle that would raise the standard of long-range 

performance to a new and higher level.‖ 

Although the British Army — which, along with the Israelis, 

Canadians and the Americans, is considered to have among the 

best-trained and most operationally effective snipers in the world 

— buys weaponry from AI, the Ministry of Defence isn‘t shy of 

shopping outside Britain: along with AI sniper rifles, the Special 

Air Service uses Swiss Sig-Sauer handguns, Canadian Diemaco 

assault rifles, German Heckler & Koch submachine guns and 

Minimi 5.56mm squad assault weapons. A MOD purchase order 

tends to mean that a product has proved its value. 

―It all started life out of a garage in 1978,‖ says one of the 

company‘s founders, Dave Walls, a burly and genial 65-year-old. 

―We wanted to make a weapon that had all the features of a good 

and accurate target rifle with the rugged applicability of a 

military weapons system. We listen to the soldier on the front 

line, we are flexible, we would work on something written on the 

back of a fag packet.‖ 

He and a colleague, Dave Caig, along with two-time Olympic 

shooting gold medallist Malcolm Cooper, started out working on 

other people‘s weapons in Caig‘s garage in Worthing. Their first 

deal was to supply the Special Boat Squadron, or SBS, with a 

7.62mm weapons system. The gun was deemed so successful 

that they won a tender to re-equip the British Armed Forces with 

1,200 rifles in 1982. In this way, the L96A1, which would 

eventually segue into the L115A3, was born. Almost 30 years 

later, AI was supplying weapons to 60 countries. 

Sniping, and the design, engineering and manufacture of 

sniper rifles, revolves around one characteristic: precision. There 

are no grey areas with sniping — a bullet fired at long range 

either hits its target, or it doesn‘t, depending on how good the 

rifle and its human operator are. 

―The underlying issue regarding the physics, design and 

manufacturability of our weapons is the fact that somebody‘s life 

is relying on it,‖ explains Ian Scrace, who runs AI‘s engineering 

department. 

The task facing sniper-rifle designers is to make sure that, up 

to the point where the bullet leaves the barrel, its journey is as 

exact as possible. To do this, manufacturers must design and 

engineer a rifle barrel that sits in a completely stable chassis 

assembly that doesn‘t move when fired.  

Scrace attempts to perfect the physics of this process in AI‘s 

engineering department. There, the former design technologist at 

Rolls-Royce sits in front of his computer screen, using 3D 

modelling software called SolidWorks. In front of him — laid 

out in blue, red and green on the screen — is a 3-D 

representation of the trigger assembly, bolt and magazine 

housing of a rifle.  

Other weapons manufacturers use software, of course, but AI 

combines it primarily with solid input from combat snipers on 

the front line. AI has a website and e-mail address where snipers 

serving in the field in, say, Helmand province, will send in 

comments, photographs and descriptions of their use of the 

weapon, commenting on such minutiae of design as the degree of 

reverse incline on the bolt handle. 

―A lot of our training had been focused on what [British 

paratroopers] had learned in battle in 2006, and as snipers we 

knew that the new A3 rifle had been greatly enhanced due to 

their combat experiences,‖ says Cornwall. ―Not only did we have 

a great weapons system that could outshoot our opponents by at 

least twice the distance, we also had an improved sight and 

tactical suppressor [devised by AI through crowdsourcing] that 

could keep the sniper hidden when firing in the dust and 

darkness.‖ 

―SolidWorks allows us to get away from guesswork in 

drafting, and draft in a virtual world,‖ says Scrace. ―The program 

allows us to appreciate appearance and ergonomics. And it 

means we can easily accommodate user requirements because we 

have a virtually configurable system.‖ 

In 2006, British paratroopers, commandos and infantrymen, 

faced with counter-insurgency operations in Afghanistan, 

realized they needed a sniper weapon with a larger caliber (and 

hence more powerfully charged cartridge) and longer range than 

the AI 7.62mm L96 they had been using. British troops in Iraq 

were predominantly based in urban areas, but Afghanistan 

changed that. They needed something that could hit targets 

beyond the 900 to 1,000 meters at which the L96 operated. 

―The British Army was forced by the insurgent-sniper threats 

in Basra and Helmand to rediscover the art of sniping,‖ says Tim 

Ripley with Jane‘s Defence Weekly. ―Every British Army rifle 

company, and in some cases infantry platoon, now has its own 

snipers. Few British troops in Afghanistan will now leave their 

bases without a sniper on post — they are mission-essential kit.‖ 
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AI modified the L96 sniper-rifle system, producing the 

AX338 munition, which fires a larger cartridge — or round — 

than the L96. 

The company uses a totally modular manufacturing system, 

and all components apart from the rifle barrels are created in-

house, in two plants five minutes‘ drive apart. 

Scrace continues to revolve the section of the rifle on his 

screen, moving the cursor so that he can change the size of the 

magazine housing. ―Essentially, I‘m manufacturing virtually,‖ he 

says while working onscreen. The software allows him to see 

how individual parts of a bolt assembly fit together and interact 

in considerable detail before physical prototypes are made. 

Mechanical analysis is accomplished using finite-element 

analysis or FEA software, which offers a precise analysis of how 

a component or assembly will behave when forces are applied 

during use. This does not replace the need for physical testing, 

but can significantly reduce the number of prototypes required 

before AI commits to manufacture. 

Scrace and his colleagues work to monitor, observe and 

control the effects of the ―harmonics of vibration‖ of a weapon 

when it is fired. This means studying — to the millisecond — the 

moment when the weapon is fired, and when its component parts 

move most, invisibly to the human eye, and thus affect what is 

known as ―fall of shot.‖  

The moment the percussion cap of the bullet is hit by the 

firing pin and the propellant ignites is when the working parts of 

the weapon — the steel of the barrel, the way the barrel lies in 

the chassis assembly — are under the maximum physical stress. 

It is at this split second that the weapon vibrates, parts move, the 

barrel moves microscopically off the sight-line, and the bullet 

can itself change track almost imperceptibly. 

Downstairs from the engineering department is one of the 

machine rooms where the three main parts of the rifle are cut 

from aluminum. The parts are the front frame, which holds the 

barrel; the center section, which houses the bolt, chamber, trigger 

assembly and working parts; and the rear frame, which 

accommodates the pistol grip and the butt.  

The basic action — the main working and firing parts — is 

made out of steel and housed on top of the center section. Parts 

such as the chassis, the stock and the magazine are made in an 

assembly area containing a welding room and presses. Once the 

three main sections and the basic action have been assembled and 

embedded into the AI customized chassis assembly, the butt plate 

and bolt are added. 

The company then carries out extensive quality checks: at 

least one in five weapons will have its barrel given a 100 per cent 

check before it leaves the factory. 

In the early ‘90s, when developing its Arctic Warfare variant 

of the AW rifle, engineers would test them by hosing them down 

with water, leaving them in a freezer over the weekend, then 

loading a round into the weapons on the Monday morning to see 

if they functioned. 

―Once, with the Welsh Guards in contact with the Taliban, all 

their SA80 assault rifles jammed,‖ says Frank Fletcher, AI‘s 

senior firearms instructor. ―Only the GPMGs [general purpose 

machine guns] and their sniper rifles still worked.‖ 

The AX338 sniper rifle, which was modified to become the 

Army‘s L115A3, currently in use, is a direct descendant of the 

various models of the AW variant of rifle AI started making in 

1991. Some models are for police use and sold to law-

enforcement agencies in the U.S. and elsewhere; others are 

primarily military. 

The .338 Lapua Magnum round was adopted by AI in 1998. 

The ammunition has good ballistic design, says Scrace, and 

consistently high-quality production methods. The projectiles 

most often consist of a lead and antimony core with a copper 

jacket. A tungsten carbide core can be used to provide an armor-

piercing capability.  

Prior to this, the caliber of bullet used in the British Army‘s 

sniper rifles had been the NATO standard round of 7.62mm 

caliber, the same size as the old .303 round used in the second-

world-war Lee-Enfield.  

Nowadays, the standard infantry weapons used by the 

American and British armies, indeed by most of the world‘s 

armies, is the lighter 5.56mm, which the Americans use in their 

Colt M4 carbines, and the British in their SA80 assault rifles. 

Both calibers have varying benefits: The 5.56mm is lighter, 

so a soldier can carry more ammunition, and the lighter charge 

gives a sufficient killing range up to a maximum of about 450 

meters. The downside is that the rounds are light and fast so they 

tend to pass through the human body, thus having little ―stopping 

power.‖ Advocates of the 7.62mm say that the heavier round 

tends to stop a human being even if a hit is made off the ―CBM‖, 

or central body mass. 

The British Army has realized that 5.56mm alone is not 

sufficient, so a typical 10-man infantry section would now carry 

a variety of weapons in both calibers. These include a 7.62mm 

GP belt-fed machine gun, an 8.59mm sniper rifle, a 7.62mm 

sharpshooters assault rifle, a 5.56mm Minimi squad assault 

weapon and the 5.56mm SA80 assault rifles carried by the 

individual soldiers. 

Improved sniper-rifle technology has also led to improved 

antisniper technology. An exchange of information between 

designers and users had led the US military to fund a project 

known as RedOwl, or robot-enhanced detection outpost with 

lasers, which uses laser and acoustic sensors to determine the 

exact direction from which a sniper round has been fired. 

The basement below the assembly area is the domain of AI‘s 

firearms instructor, Frank Fletcher, the former color sergeant and 

sniping instructor who served with the British Parachute 

Regiment in Northern Ireland, Afghanistan, Macedonia and Iraq. 

A Para tattoo graces his right bicep and a Parachute regiment 

ring is attached to the strap of his watch. 

―I deal with the clients,‖ he smiles, exuding calmness and 

confidence. ―The SAS [Special Air Service], the SBS, the 

Parachute Regiment, the Special Forces Support Group.‖ He 

holds up an AX338 which is sitting at rest on an ergonomically 

designed firing table, pointing down the 100 meter-long shooting 

range. 

Fletcher opens a box of .338 ammunition and takes out five 

shining brass rounds. He beckons me over and hands me the 

weapon. The design of the weapon, Walls said upstairs, forces 

the shooter into the optimal shooting position. And so it proves. 

The ergonomics of its design mean that the weight of the weapon 

is distributed through its bipod and resting butt.  

I‘m no stranger to weaponry, having fired the .303 Lee-

Enfield and Bren Gun as a cadet, the 7.62mm FN self-loading 

rifle and GP machine gun in the TA Parachute Regiment, the 

5.56mm FAMAS assault rifle in the French Foreign Legion and, 

as a journalist for 15 years across Africa and the Balkans, 10 

variants of Kalashnikov.  
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But the AX338 is a completely new experience. It seems 

almost weightless. A suede bag containing sand supports the 

bottom of the butt, a bipod props the front stock of the weapon. I 

place a hand into the ergonomically perfect pistol grip; the other 

arm wraps around the butt. 

Shooting can require enormous effort: in order to keep the 

sight from dancing in front of the marksman‘s eyes, the weapon 

must be kept still using force by supporting all the rifle‘s weight 

with one arm. But the AX338 seems to configure itself to 

individual idiosyncracies. Looking through the telescopic sight, I 

acquire the target 100m downrange. 

―Aim just above the center of the target, keep the weapon 

still, squeeze the trigger gently,‖ Fletcher says. ―Exhale gently, 

then hold your breath, and squeeze to fire.‖ 

The AX338 delivers a loud percussive crack. The recoil 

seems controlled, as if it is spread through the entire weapon; the 

bolt-action for the ejection of the spent cartridge case is light, 

fluid and smooth. The bolt glides. I fire another four shots, the 

click-clash of the bolt-action flicking the bronze cartridge case 

high and right from the weapon. Fletcher retrieves the target and 

grins. 

―You see,‖ he says, ―that weapon will do anything for you. 

Your first two shots are straight through the same hole.‖ 

http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2011/08/ultimate-sniper-

rifle/ 

 

2011-08-18 Gun-running sting gone wildly wrong 

Operation Fast and Furious was so badly conceived, so 

incompetently executed and so disastrous in its result that 

nobody in the federal government wants to take responsibility. 

So, in the way of all scandals, the trouble is in the continuing 

coverup. 

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 

program began in Nov. 2009. It was designed to track the flow of 

illegal weapons by selling them to straw purchasers at Arizona 

gun shops. It was a horrible idea that got much worse in its 

execution. 

The intention of the program was to follow the 1,400 

weapons back to Mexican drug cartels, but the government lost 

track of them as they were moved back across the border. The 

result was that hundreds of high-powered guns ended up in the 

hands of the cartels' soldiers. 

Eventually, the American government rediscovered the guns 

when they turned up as weapons used in the commission of 

violent crimes in the United States. 

The Los Angeles Times reported that the weapons were used 

in at least 11 incidents, "in several Arizona cities, including 

Phoenix, where Fast and Furious was managed, as well as in El 

Paso, where a total of 42 weapons from the operation were seized 

at two crime scenes." 

Two Fast and Furious assault rifles were recovered at the 

scene after a U.S. border patrol agent was murdered last 

December. The program ended a month later. 

Kenneth E. Melson, the ATF's acting director, has said he 

became aware of how the operation was being run in January of 

this year. A Justice Department letter to Congress, obtained by 

The Times, disputes that, saying Melson was aware of Fast and 

Furious 13 months before. 

The Justice Department - of which the ATF is a part - has 

been strangely silent on the matter, as has the rest of the 

administration. That silence fixes nothing and encourages no 

confidence. 

At the risk of cliche, who knew about Fast and Furious, and 

when did they know it? Does knowledge go beyond the ATF to 

its bosses at the Justice Department? Did officials in the White 

House know? 

Congress has held hearings. An inspector general is 

investigating. The time has come for the appointment of an 

independent counsel to get to the bottom of this. 

Hundreds of high-powered weapons, including giant .50-

caliber rifles, remain in circulation among Mexico's drug cartels, 

thanks to federal officials. Someone must be held responsible. 

http://hamptonroads.com/2011/08/gunrunning-sting-gone-wildly-

wrong 

 

2011-08-17 BREAKING: Issa, Grassley tell Holder „word 

games‟ won‟t do 

Congressman Darrell Issa and Senator Charles Grassley told 

Attorney General Eric Holder in a new letter that the Justice 

Department, rather than live up to an agreement to provide full 

responses to questions about Operation Fast and Furious, is 

playing disappointing ―word games.‖ 

That certainly is not going to surprise Northwest activists 

who are watching this controversy and discussing it on three 

different forums, here, here and here. 

The joint letter is the latest development in the on-going 

Congressional probe into the botched gun trafficking sting 

mounted by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 

Explosives. It comes on the heels of Sen. John Cornyn‘s 

blistering criticism of the ATF for announcing ―promotions‖ of 

three key figures in the operation, discussed by this column here 

and here, though sources familiar with the ATF announcement 

say the trio actually got ―lateral transfers‖ and no additional 

authorities. 

We are disappointed that the Department has chosen to play 

word games rather than simply responding with as much detail as 

possible….—Darrell Issa and Charles Grassley 

Congressional sources told this column that the Justice 

Department has not lived up to its end of an agreement made 

weeks ago with Grassley that promised detailed answers to the 

senator‘s questions in exchange for the nomination of James 

Cole as deputy attorney general to move forward. This column 

discussed that agreement. Cole was confirmed by the Senate, but 

the Justice Department, according to today‘s Issa/Grassley letter, 

did not adequately keep its part of the bargain. 

In their letter, Issa and Grassley note that the DOJ has asked 

for transcripts of the private interview between Congressional 

investigators and Acting ATF Director Kenneth Melson, despite 

an earlier promise that those transcripts would not be 

immediately sought. However, in a July 21 letter, Holder asked 

that transcripts be provided to the Justice Department and the 

Inspector General.  

As you know, your agreement with Senator Grassley on 

proceeding with voluntary interviews of Department personnel 

stipulated you would not seek ―immediate possession of 

interview transcripts.‖ One of the many goals served by this 

provision of our agreement was to accommodate the 

Department‘s concerns about our inquiry providing defense 

counsel with specious arguments regarding discovery 

obligations... Additionally, given that Mr. Melson chose to 

appear outside the presence of Department lawyers, we intend to 

http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2011/08/ultimate-sniper-rifle/
http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2011/08/ultimate-sniper-rifle/
http://hamptonroads.com/2011/08/gunrunning-sting-gone-wildly-wrong
http://hamptonroads.com/2011/08/gunrunning-sting-gone-wildly-wrong
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respect his decision and would hope that you would as well.—

Darrell Issa and Charles Grassley 

The Justice Department has apparently agreed to provide 

further information about a specific question related to the 

recovery of 11 specific instances where a Fast and Furious-

related firearm was recovered in connection with a violent crime 

in this country, but Congressional sources told this column that 

so far, the information has not been provided. 

http://www.examiner.com/gun-rights-in-seattle/breaking-issa-

grassley-tell-holder-word-games-won-t-do 

 

2011-08-17 Gun control: Misfire 

"I don't know if there's anything disproven by those 

numbers," says state Sen. Donald McEachin, a gun-control 

advocate who is evidently hoping to become the poster child for 

confirmation bias. McEachin was referring to Sunday's Times-

Dispatch story about Virginia's law allowing concealed-carry 

permit holders to bring their firearms into bars and restaurants. 

Contrary to widespread predictions, the measure has not turned 

the streets into rivers of blood. 

In fact, since the measure passed, the number of gun-related 

crimes in bars and restaurants has fallen. The drop may be mere 

coincidence. But contrary to McEachin's doubts, it does indeed 

disprove something: It disproves the dire pronouncements of 

those who opposed the measure during the years it was being 

debated. 

For instance, chiefs of police from around the state joined 

Virginia Beach Police Chief Jake Jacocks in calling the bill "a 

recipe for disaster." Virginia Beach Mayor Will Sessoms agreed, 

terming it "stupid" and "a fatal mistake." The Virginia Center for 

Public Safety, a gun-control advocacy group, accused state 

lawmakers of putting narrow special interests "above the safety 

of Virginia's families." Salon magazine said Virginia "is 

permitting residents to carry concealed weapons at pizza joints 

full of little-league teams where people drink pitchers of beer and 

get in fights over Redskins games." 

If the critics had been right, then gun crimes in bars and 

restaurants should have skyrocketed. Instead, they fell. 

This is not surprising. Time and again, the public has been 

warned that broadening the scope of gun rights will lead — 

automatically, as it were — to an increasing incidence of 

bloodshed. It happened when Florida passed its concealed-carry 

law, and when other states followed suit. It happened when the 

Supreme Court upheld an individual right to carry firearms, and 

again when the high court applied that ruling to cities beyond the 

District of Columbia. Time and time again, the prediction has 

been proven wrong. 

More guns might not lead to less crime; deterrence is a very 

hard thing to prove. But this much is clear: More guns do not 

lead to more crime. Virginia's experience with its concealed-

carry law fits a long-running pattern. Unfortunately, most gun-

control advocates probably will wave away any data that do not 

support their dubious hypothesis, just as McEachin has. That is a 

long-running pattern, too. 

http://www2.timesdispatch.com/news/rtd-

opinion/2011/aug/17/tdopin01-misfire-ar-1242686/ 

 

11-08-17 Firearms from ATF sting linked to 11 more violent 

crimes 

Guns from Operation Fast and Furious were found at scenes 

in Arizona and Texas, the Justice Department acknowledges, 

widening the scope of the danger posed by the program. 

Firearms from the ATF's Operation Fast and Furious 

weapons trafficking investigation turned up at the scenes of at 

least 11 violent crimes in the U.S., as well as at a Border Patrol 

agent's slaying in southern Arizona last year, the Justice 

Department has acknowledged to Congress. 

The department did not provide details about the crimes. But 

The Times has learned that they occurred in several Arizona 

cities, including Phoenix, where Fast and Furious was managed, 

as well as in El Paso, where a total of 42 weapons from the 

operation were seized at two crime scenes. 

The new numbers, which expand the scope of the danger the 

program posed to U.S. citizens over a 14-month period, are 

contained in a letter that Justice Department officials turned over 

to the Senate Judiciary Committee last month. 

In the letter, obtained by The Times on Tuesday, Justice 

Department officials also reported that Bureau of Alcohol, 

Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives officials advised them that the 

agency's acting director, Kenneth E. Melson, "likely became 

aware" of the operation as early as December 2009, a month after 

it began. 

Melson has said he did not learn about how the operation was 

run until January of this year, when it was canceled. 

The July 22 letter, signed by Assistant Atty. Gen. Ronald 

Weich, was sent to Sens. Patrick J. Leahy (D-Vt.) and Charles E. 

Grassley (R-Iowa), the top members of the Senate Judiciary 

Committee. It was in response to questions posed to the Justice 

Department about Atty. Gen. Eric H. Holder Jr. and the weapons 

operation. 

The program was intended to identify Mexican drug cartel 

leaders and smuggling routes across the border by allowing 

illegal purchases of firearms and tracking the weapons. Instead, 

many of the guns vanished. 

Weich said that although the "ATF does not have complete 

information" on all of the lost guns, "it is our understanding that 

ATF is aware of 11 instances" beyond the Border Patrol agent's 

killing where a Fast and Furious firearm "was recovered in 

connection with a crime of violence in the United States." 

Justice Department officials did not provide any more details 

about the crimes or how many guns were found. 

But a source close to the controversy, who spoke on 

condition of anonymity because of the continuing investigation, 

said that as early as January 2010, just after the operation began, 

weapons had turned up at crime scenes in Phoenix, Nogales, 

Douglas and Glendale in Arizona, and in El Paso. The largest 

haul was 40 weapons at one crime scene in El Paso. 

In all, 57 of the operation's weapons were recovered at those 

six crime scenes, in addition to the two seized where Border 

Patrol Agent Brian Terry was killed. 

Weich's letter also said a total of 1,418 firearms were 

circulated under the program. How many remain missing in the 

U.S. and Mexico is unclear. The total is considerably lower than 

earlier estimates, when authorities said that at least 2,000 guns 

had vanished. 

Melson has told congressional investigators that he learned 

how the program operated in the field only after it was shut down 

in January. 

But Weich wrote that the ATF had advised Justice 

Department officials that Melson "likely became aware on or 

http://www.examiner.com/gun-rights-in-seattle/breaking-issa-grassley-tell-holder-word-games-won-t-do
http://www.examiner.com/gun-rights-in-seattle/breaking-issa-grassley-tell-holder-word-games-won-t-do
http://www2.timesdispatch.com/news/rtd-opinion/2011/aug/17/tdopin01-misfire-ar-1242686/
http://www2.timesdispatch.com/news/rtd-opinion/2011/aug/17/tdopin01-misfire-ar-1242686/
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about Dec. 9, 2009, as part of a briefing following a seizure of 

weapons in Douglas, Ariz." 

Weich added that the ATF told the Justice Department that 

although Melson was not given "regular" briefings on the 

program, "periodic updates were provided to the acting director 

as determined to be necessary by the [ATF] Office of Field 

Operations. These briefings typically coincided with planned 

field visits or in preparation for meetings." 

Weich added that Holder first spoke to Melson about the 

operation "in or about late April" of this year, after the attorney 

general learned of the program and during a regular briefing. 

Senior Justice Department officials have insisted they did not 

know about the "operational tactics" of the program, and the 

Weich letter reemphasized that point. Weich noted that the 

officials were cooperating with investigations by Congress and 

the Justice Department inspector general's office, which reflects 

"our commitment to learning the facts underlying this matter." 

http://articles.latimes.com/2011/aug/17/nation/la-na-atf-guns-

20110817 

 

2011-08-17 Meet Verizon's Newest Security Force: 

Blackwater 

Wait. What? Blackwater? That private, for-profit, trigger-

happy army that killed 17 civilians in Nisour Square in Baghdad 

in 2007? Yeah. THAT BLACKWATER.  

I have just confirmed with Communications Workers of 

America (CWA) Local 1104 that Blackwater is indeed being 

contracted by Verizon for security purposes. At this moment, 

CWA Local 1104 was not able to say how many security 

contractors have been hired or where they will be working. I'm 

sure more information will follow.  

Blackwater, now called Xe, is considered to be the world's 

largest and most powerful mercenary army. In 2004, they had 

2,300 men actively deployed around the world and another 

20,000 contractors ready to go. They claim that they have trained 

tens of thousands of security personnel since 1998.  

In the aftermath of hurricane Katrina in New Orleans, The 

Nation's Jeremy Scahill reported that , ―I saw Blackwater 

mercenaries speeding up and down the streets in unmarked cars, 

heavily armed with M4 machine guns, flak jackets, other 

weapons strapped to their legs.‖  

The New York Times reports :  

The company and its executives and personnel have faced 

civil lawsuits, criminal charges and Congressional investigations 

surrounding accusations of murder and bribery. In April 2010, 

federal prosecutors announced weapons charges against five 

former senior Blackwater executives, including its former 

president, Erik D. Prince.  

Nearly four years after the federal government began a string 

of investigations and criminal prosecutions against company 

personnel, some of the cases have fallen apart, burdened by legal 

obstacles including the difficulties of obtaining evidence in war 

zones, of gaining proper jurisdiction for prosecutions in 

American civilian courts, and of overcoming immunity deals 

given to defendants by American officials on the scene.  

But in April 25, 2011, a federal appeals court reopened the 

criminal case against four former American military contractors 

accused of manslaughter in connection with the Nisour Square 

shooting in 2007.  

At the onset of the strike, Verizon employed the services of 

the NJ State Police to escort trucks and non-union workers 

through picket lines. Now, Verizon's hiring of a for-profit army 

during the strike proves two things. First that this is indeed a war 

on the middle class, and second, that Verizon will bear any 

expense to win this war.  

I already wrote about how the un-trained, non-union 

replacement workers are violating Verizon safety rules and 

costing the company thousands by making mistakes on the job, 

most notably by destroying a Verizon bucket truck. In addition to 

that, Verizon spent $20,000 in postage to mail letters to striking 

union workers stating that they are terminating their health care 

on August 31. A union delegate for the IBEW also said that 

Verizon is offering contractors in Florida $75 an hour, plus hotel 

rooms, to come up north to work as non-union replacements, but 

they refuse to keep the terms of the previous union contract.  

Verizon said that the concessions they are seeking on the 

striking union workers from the IBEW and CWA will save their 

company $1 billion a year. So far, Verizon has refused to budge 

on these demands. I wonder how much longer Verizon can refuse 

to sit down at the bargaining table before their union busting 

activities exceeds that $1 billion mark. For a company sitting on 

$100 billion in revenue with net profits of $6 billion last year, $1 

billion seems like chump change.  

Are you affected by this strike in anyway? Are you walking 

the picket lines or trying to get Verizon to fix your telephone? 

Please share your stories in the comments section below. If you 

like what you are reading, please hit the ―subscribe‖ button on 

the top of the page to receive e-mails of my latest stories. Please 

check out my other articles HERE . Have pictures, videos, or a 

story you would like to share, e-mail me at 

MrTSantone@yahoo.com .  

http://m.examiner.com/exAtlanticCity/db_/contentdetail.htm?con

tentguid=xQTQ1Vdd&full=true 

 

2011-08-17 Weapons sent 'walking' by feds linked to more 

violence 

Firearms from ATF's 'Fast and Furious' found at crime scenes 

inside U.S.  

The Los Angeles Times is reporting today that guns 

purchased as part of the federal government's "Operation Fast 

and Furious" have been found at the scene of 11 more violent 

crimes. 

The ATF didn't provide specific details on the crimes, but 

revealed that Phoenix, Ariz., was one of the crime scenes where 

the guns turned up. Other Fast and Furious guns were recovered 

from a crime scene in El Paso, Texas. 

The Times report said 42 weapons have been recovered at the 

crime scenes in Phoenix and El Paso. 

The federal program reportedly was set up to allow guns to 

be purchased by unapproved buyers in the United States who 

were suspected of having plans to move the weapons into 

Mexico to be used in the drug lords war. Authorities allege they 

planned to follow the movement of the weapons as part of their 

investigation. However, there was no effective method of 

tracking the weapons outside the United States, and the program 

collapsed when one of the weapons sold under the program was 

found at the scene of the shooting death of Border Patrol agent 

Brian Terry. 

Gun Owners of America President Larry Pratt says the 

related crimes are only going to grow. 

"We know that probably 2,000 guns were left to walk, many 

of them were taken to Mexico," he said. "Many others are 

http://articles.latimes.com/2011/aug/17/nation/la-na-atf-guns-20110817
http://articles.latimes.com/2011/aug/17/nation/la-na-atf-guns-20110817
mailto:MrTSantone@yahoo.com
http://m.examiner.com/exAtlanticCity/db_/contentdetail.htm?contentguid=xQTQ1Vdd&full=true
http://m.examiner.com/exAtlanticCity/db_/contentdetail.htm?contentguid=xQTQ1Vdd&full=true
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turning up at crimes in Arizona as well. I think we're going to see 

these numbers rise." 

The report comes only days after the announcement that three 

ATF field agents who have been involved in Fast and Furious 

were promoted. 

William G. McMahon, the ATF's deputy director of 

operations in the region; William D. Newell, a field supervisor 

who coordinated the program; and David Voth, another field 

supervisor, were given promotions to high ranking positions in 

the ATF's Washington, D.C., offices. 

McMahon was named on Sunday as deputy assistant director 

in the agency's office of professional responsibility; Newell was 

named special assistant to the assistant director in the agency's 

office of management; and Voth became branch chief for the 

ATF's tobacco division in Washington. 

Pratt said that the men have already demonstrated their 

disregard for the law. 

"All of them are perjurers. That will probably be dealt with 

over the course of time. [U.S. Rep. Darrell] Issa is still gathering 

information," he said.. 

Pratt said it's confirmation of the military phrase that, "If you 

mess up, you move up." 

"The guys that blew the whistle, two of them have been 

forced out, so this agency is completely perverse," Pratt added. 

One of the whistleblowers who has been forced to resign was 

Darren Gil, who also testified at the House Committee on 

Oversight and Government Reform hearing on July 26. 

It's the promotions and the cover-up that lead Pratt to say that 

Issa, the committee chairman, should turn his sights a little 

higher. 

"I'm hoping he will still seek a bill of impeachment for a 

certain assistant attorney general in the Justice Department," 

Pratt said.  

"There should shortly be enough evidence to appoint a 

special prosecutor," he added. 

Weapons sent 'walking' by feds linked to more violence 

http://www.wnd.com/?pageId=334709#ixzz1VUdwvPKb 

 

2011-08-17 Firearm sales up in 2011 

Record number of background checks tied to politics, 

economy. 

The record number of firearm background checks performed 

by the FBI this year signals that gun sales are on the rise in Ohio, 

an increase that gun-rights advocates and local store owners 

attribute largely to political and economic fears. 

Meanwhile, even though the number of concealed handgun 

licenses issued to Miami Valley residents fell in 2010, firearm 

groups said 2009 was a record year and the popularity of 

carrying continues to trend upward. 

During the first seven months of this year, the FBI conducted 

247,847 background checks for firearm purchases at gun sellers 

in the state, up 17.7 percent from the same period in 2010, 9.2 

percent from 2009 and 42.4 percent from 2008, according to the 

National Instant Criminal Background Check System. 

Background checks are one of the best measures of gun sales 

because federally licensed gun-sellers are required to perform 

them during a sale. Not all checks lead to purchases, but most do. 

Andrew M. Molchan, director of the Professional Gun 

Retailers Association, said gun sales have steadily increased 

nationwide in the last six years following the U.S. Supreme 

Court overturning gun bans in major cities, such as Chicago and 

Washington, D.C., on the grounds they violated the Second 

Amendment. 

Nationally, FBI background checks for gun sales increased to 

14.4 million in 2010 from 8.5 million in 2003, according to the 

FBI reporting system. 

But Molchan said gun sales have also significantly increased 

in recent years because of widespread apprehension about issues 

including the country‘s financial and political turmoil. 

―Since late 2007, there has been growing apprehension that‘s 

still there,‖ he said. ―If it‘s there, firearm sales go up.‖ 

Gun-rights advocates said the election of President Barack 

Obama alarmed a lot of people because they believe the 

Democratic party is committed to restricting the rights of gun 

owners. 

―If you look at the statistics on background checks, most of 

the increase started right around the 2008 election,‖ said Ray, the 

co-owner of Gunsport in Centerville who declined to provide his 

last name. ―It‘s due to the political environment and what the 

government might try to do to take their guns away.‖ 

In November 2008, the month Obama won the presidential 

election, the FBI performed 53,256 background checks for Ohio 

gun sellers, almost double the number from November 2007. 

That month set the record for background checks in the state and 

the nation. 

Jim Irvine, chairman of the Buckeye Firearms Association, 

said Obama‘s hostility toward gun rights has helped boost sales, 

but the country‘s economic troubles also have many people 

worried that violence similar to the riots in England could erupt 

stateside. 

―Unemployment is very high, underemployment is very high, 

job stagnation and salaries are issues, and you look around the 

world — Greece, Italy and England for the last couple of weeks 

— there is always turmoil going on, and there is a growing 

feeling that we are going to have civil unrest in this country,‖ 

Irvine said. ―People want to be prepared.‖ 

But Evan English, president of Olde English Outfitters in 

Tipp City, said while he believes that the fear of new gun 

restrictions may have originally led to a surge in sales, purchases 

continue to climb because of interest in shooting sports. 

―With three indoor ranges in the Dayton area, there are just 

more places for people actually to participate in the sport,‖ he 

said. ―We are seeing a growth in the industry that may have been 

spurred by fear, but now it‘s just an enjoyable recreation.‖ 

Some firearm groups said many residents who never before 

owned guns have become interested in ownership because of 

lawmakers relaxing the state‘s concealed handgun regulations, 

including the new law that allows licensed individuals to carry 

firearms into establishments that serve alcohol. 

In 2010, the state issued 5,278 concealed handgun licenses to 

residents in Montgomery, Miami, Greene, Butler and Warren 

counties, according to the Ohio Attorney General‘s office. 

Although the licenses issued last year were down 24 percent 

from 2009, 2010 still had the second highest number of licenses 

issued since the concealed carry law took effect in 2004, 

according to the Ohio Attorney General‘s office. 

The state only issued 4,379 licenses to residents in the five-

county region in 2008 and 3,334 in 2007. 

―If you look at the concealed carry licensure over the seven-

year period since (licenses have) been available in Ohio, it‘s been 

a straight line up,‖ said Philip Mulivor, coordinator for Ohioans 

http://www.wnd.com/?pageId=334709#ixzz1VUdwvPKb
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for Concealed Carry. ―I think the availability of concealed carry 

accounts for a significant number of handgun purchases.‖ 

But gun-control supporters said an increase in gun sales does 

not mean more people are buying guns, but instead, existing gun 

owners are simply buying more guns. 

―After being sold a lot of rhetoric and fear from the gun lobby 

about government taking their guns away and the need for 

carrying guns in public places, current gun owners must be 

making the purchases because overall gun purchases are 

declining,‖ said Toby Hoover, executive director of the Ohio 

Coalition Against Gun Violence. 

The percentage of U.S. households that own a gun was 32.3 

percent in 2010, down from 34.3 percent in 2000 and 45.8 

percent in 1990, according to the Violence Policy Center, a gun-

control group based in Washington, D.C. 

http://www.daytondailynews.com/news/dayton-news/firearm-

sales-up-in-2011-1231765.html 

 

2011-08-17 Britain‟s criminal utopia 

If you want to see what a disarmed society looks like, look no 

further than England. 

Thousands of angry, drunk, violent thugs running wild and 

stealing anything they can carry. Shopkeepers and homeowners 

crippled with fear, unable to defend their loved ones or their 

property. Innocent citizens forced to watch helplessly while their 

life‘s dreams — everything they worked so hard to build and 

acquire — are carried out the door, or smashed to pieces, or 

burned to the ground. 

Men, women and children forced to strip naked in the streets, 

while packs of criminals laugh and ridicule them before making 

off with their clothing. 

The fact is, when British politicians stripped their citizens of 

their God-given right to self-defense, they robbed them of their 

freedom and their dignity. 

Sales of baseball bats are up over 5,000% on Amazon.co.uk. 

This isn‘t to mark the beginning of little league season. These are 

desperate homeowners and shopkeepers purchasing the best — 

and in reality, only — self-defense tool that the British 

government will allow them to own…at least for now. 

If past is prologue, this flood of baseball bats into London 

will spark cries from government leaders for mandatory bat 

registration and a wave of new laws on how, when, and under 

what circumstances British citizens may carry or swing a bat. 

After all, this is exactly how British citizens lost their gun rights. 

First came mandatory gun licensing. Next came a wave of 

restrictions on firearms ownership. Then came the outright gun 

bans. 

It has been illegal to own a handgun in Britain for nearly 15 

years. As a result, Britain‘s violent crime rate has soared. In fact, 

Britain consistently clocks-in with the highest violent crime rate 

in all of Europe. Last week‘s riots notwithstanding, you are six 

times more likely to be mugged in London than in New York. 

These are the inconvenient statistics that the gun-ban crowd likes 

to sweep under the rug. 

As if banning handguns didn‘t send a strong enough message 

to criminals that British citizens are ripe for the picking, the 

British government went even further in 1999. 

Recall the tragic story of Tony Martin, the British farmer who 

was awakened one night to the sound of breaking glass and 

found two burglars in his home. Martin had been robbed six 

times before. This time, he went downstairs, retrieved a shotgun, 

and fired at the intruders. 

For this, Martin received life in prison for killing one of the 

burglars, ten years for wounding the other thug, and one 

additional year for possession of an unregistered shotgun. The 

wounded burglar served just 18 months of a three-year sentence 

and was given $5,000 in legal assistance from Britain‘s Legal 

Services Commission so he could sue Martin for violating his 

civil rights. 

The British government goes out of its way to embolden the 

criminal element in society, and now British politicians look at 

last week‘s riots in utter amazement, confused as to how such a 

thing could happen. As Britain‘s Home Secretary recently said in 

an interview, ―The way we police in Britain is through consent of 

communities.‖ 

All Americans should pay close attention to the riots in the 

Great Britain, because this is the criminal utopia that gun-ban 

extremists at the United Nations, and in our own White House, 

want to impose on us. 

Next year, the U.N. will convene leaders from various 

countries around the world to finish writing an international 

Arms Trade Treaty that could severely restrict or even outright 

ban Americans‘ right to sell, purchase, carry or own a firearm. 

Anti-gun extremists have been working on this treaty for well 

over a decade. Now they‘re closer than ever to realizing their 

dream. 

Ironically, the British government is one of the strongest 

proponents of this latest U.N. scheme to destroy our Second 

Amendment rights. Evidently, British politicians think America 

and the rest of the world should enjoy the same the criminal 

utopia that was on full display in London last week. 

The U.N. and its anti-gun allies incessantly campaign for the 

United States to be more like the rest of the world — especially 

disarmed Great Britain. As we watched the horror unfold in the 

UK, it has never been clearer: The rest of the world should be 

more like America when it comes to freedom. 

http://dailycaller.com/2011/08/17/britain%e2%80%99s-criminal-

utopia/#ixzz1VTbOhsnO 

 

2011-08-16 How the Academic Left Engages in Debate 

Inside an ugly attack on a renowned criminologist. 

Academic debates occasionally get pretty ugly, and that is 

just the way it is. Sometimes they get very ugly. There is one 

case that has bothered me for several years. 

James Q. Wilson is now 80 years old, and for decades he has 

been the most prominent criminologist in the country, 

responsible for a number of important ideas, such as the Broken 

Windows theory, which argues that urban disorder and 

vandalism produce additional crime. 

Undoubtedly, Wilson has made a number of enemies, as he 

has taken positions that upset some on the left. One such issue 

was Wilson‘s involvement with the National Academy of 

Sciences panel that wrote the 2004 report ―Firearms and 

Violence: A Critical Review.‖ The panel was set up by the 

Clinton administration and contained many outspoken gun-

control proponents (e.g., Steven Levitt, who with John Donohue 

argued that theoretically, the presence of firearms leads to greater 

levels of violence, and who claimed without any empirical 

evidence that higher homicide rates during the late 1980s and 

early 1990s are ―clearly linked to . . . the easy availability of 

http://www.daytondailynews.com/news/dayton-news/firearm-sales-up-in-2011-1231765.html
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guns‖; and Richard Rosenfeld, who argued that those opposed to 

the Brady Law were ―immune to scientific assessment‖). 

The purpose of the panel was to examine the research on 

whether various gun-control laws reduce or increase crime. In 

particular, the debate over right-to-carry laws — which give 

citizens the ability to carry concealed weapons — was raging in 

academia at the time; a body of research, much of which I 

conducted, indicated that these laws reduce crime by giving the 

innocent a way to deter potential criminals. Nevertheless, the 

final report refused to take a stand on whether right-to-carry laws 

reduce crime. 

Dissents for National Academy of Sciences reports are 

exceedingly rare. Being on a panel is a cushy, prestigious 

position, and there is a lot of pressure to sign on to the panel‘s 

conclusion. Those who don‘t sign on aren‘t invited to be on 

future panels. Over the ten years prior to the ―Firearms and 

Violence‖ report, there were 236 reports, and only two featured 

dissents. Wilson had participated in four of these panels over the 

years, including the highly controversial panel that attacked 

research on the death penalty, and had never written a dissent. 

For Wilson, the firearms panel was different. Wilson‘s 

dissent was not only rare, it was forceful: ―In view of the 

confirmation of the findings that shall-issue laws drive down the 

murder rate, it is hard for me to understand why these claims are 

called ‗fragile.‘‖ 

Wilson said that that panel‘s conclusion raises concerns given 

that ―virtually every reanalysis done by the committee‖ 

confirmed that right-to-carry laws reduced crime. He found the 

committee‘s only evidence that did not confirm the drop in crime 

―quite puzzling.‖ The result that they pointed to was co-produced 

by John Donohue, a law professor at Stanford, and accounted for 

―no control variables‖ — nothing on any of the social, 

demographic, and public-policy factors that might affect crime. 

Furthermore, Wilson found it incomprehensible how evidence 

that was not published in a peer-reviewed journal would be given 

such weight: ―It strikes me that such an argument ought first to 

be tested in a peer-reviewed journal before it is used in this report 

as a sound strategy.‖ 

But Donohue wasn‘t willing to let Wilson‘s dissent go 

unanswered, and the attacks became quite personal. In a debate 

carried nationally on National Public Radio, Donohue claimed 

that Wilson not only was employed by the National Rifle 

Association, but had let his employment bias his academic 

findings: 

The lone dissenter was someone who was not an 

econometrician, who admitted in his dissent that he wished he 

knew more econometrics, and who had previously testified as an 

expert witness on behalf of the execrable NRA. 

When later called on to justify this claim after the debate, Mr. 

Donohue did not offer proof, but instead called on Wilson to 

prove that he had never gotten paid by the NRA. When asked for 

evidence, Donohue e-mailed me: ―Do you have Wilson‘s email 

address or not? I am going to assume you do and that you know 

he worked for the NRA since you could ask him via email to 

confirm or deny and cc me, and you are not doing so.‖ Even later 

in 2009, after Wilson had denied that he had ever worked for the 

NRA, Donohue refused to accept it: ―On the issue of the NRA, 

somehow I suspect that the Ronald Reagan professor of public 

policy doesn‘t think the NRA is a bad organization and therefore 

any affiliation would not be deemed problematic.‖ Even during 

the last couple of weeks, with repeated calls to publicly retract 

his claim, Donohue has yet to correct the record. 

Given Donohue‘s distaste for the ―execrable‖ NRA, linking 

Wilson to the NRA is hardly Donohue‘s way of showing his 

respect. For example, in a debate with me at the Contemporary 

Club in Charlottesville, Va., on Oct. 22, 2008, Donohue claimed: 

―A free market in guns, which of course the NRA likes, and the 

reason why they like it is because when crime rises gun sales go 

up.‖ Donohue has made this claim at other times, including this 

weekend, when he sent out an e-mail to several people claiming 

the following (emphasis in the original): ―In fact, there is only 

one group in America that DOES benefit from high crime — and 

that is the gun lobby. Fear and crime sell guns; crime reduction 

and safety undermine gun sales. The crime drop of the Clinton 

years was enormously costly to the gun industry as sales of guns 

dropped sharply. So who would be more likely to want fear and 

crime in the citizenry — a sitting president who would be blamed 

for not stopping crime, or the gun lobby that gets an extra pay 

day every time crime or fear of crime ticks up?‖ 

As usual, Donohue provided no evidence to back up his 

claims. But it is extreme to publicly argue that the NRA — or by 

implication Wilson, who supposedly does their bidding — wants 

to sell more guns because that will cause more people to die and 

that in turn will increase the demand for guns.  

Unfortunately, the attacks on Wilson are just part of a long 

pattern, both from Donohue himself as well as from the Left in 

general. 

— John R. Lott Jr. is a FoxNews.com contributor. He is an 

economist and author of the revised third edition of More Guns, 

Less Crime (University of Chicago Press, 2010). 

http://www.nationalreview.com/articles/274689/how-academic-

left-engages-debate-john-r-lott-jr?page=1 

 

2011-08-16 Nordics set sights on gun control after Norway 

attacks 

AFP - In the Nordic countries, where hunting is popular and 

firearms are plentiful, the twin July 22 attacks that killed 77 

people in Norway have spurred lawmakers to consider tighter 

gun laws. 

But change will not come without resistance in a region 

where hunting is viewed by many as a cultural heritage passed 

down from Viking ancestors, and sport shooting is a favourite 

pastime. 

Finland, which has one of the world's highest gun ownership 

rates at 1.5 million firearms for 5.3 million people, has reopened 

the debate on arms control just two months after new, stricter 

laws raised the firearm licence age from 15 to 20 for short 

weapons and 18 for hunting guns. 

"No one in a country like Finland needs to have a gun at 

home," Foreign Minister Erkki Tuomioja said days after Anders 

Behring Breivik shot dead 69 people, many of them teenagers, in 

a rampage on the island of Utoeya after killing eight others in a 

bombing of government offices in Oslo. 

Up to June this year, Finns as young as 15 could own guns, 

but the law was changed after the country was rattled to the core 

by two school shootings within the space of a year. 

In November 2007, 18-year-old Pekka Eric Auvinen shot 

dead eight people at a high school in Jokela, north of Helsinki, 

before turning the gun on himself. 

http://www.nationalreview.com/articles/274689/how-academic-left-engages-debate-john-r-lott-jr?page=1
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And in September 2008, 22-year-old culinary arts student 

Matti Saari killed 10 people in a classroom in the small town of 

Kauhajoki before committing suicide. 

Reeling from their own encounters with senseless gun 

violence, many Finns experienced the tragedy in neighbouring 

Norway as another assault on their own security and the 

traditionally peaceful region as a whole. 

Since then, Tuomioja has insisted that access to guns be 

further restricted, suggesting that "gun hobbyists and hunters 

could store their weapons with supervised and registered gun 

clubs" instead of at home. 

Similar calls for stricter legislation have been heard in 

Norway of course, but also in Denmark, Iceland and Sweden. 

But not all are in favour. 

"There is no legislation that could stop a man willing, as the 

case was in Norway, to spend nine years of his life to prepare for 

his attacks," Erik Lakomaa of the Swedish National Shooting 

Association said in a television debate, insisting there was no 

reason to change the law. 

With a population of 9.4 million people, Sweden counts 

about two million guns and 190,000 members of the national 

hunter's federation each permitted to own up to six firearms. 

But according to Lakomaa, "the easiest way to get hold of 

weapons today is on the illegal market," where he suggested 

police should focus their efforts. 

Matti Roponen, who heads the Finnish Game Management 

Association, agreed that tighter legislation was not the answer. 

"The people who do these horrible things are not the ones 

who are active in gun clubs or hunting clubs. That's where 

responsible use is taught," he told AFP. 

A case in point: 32-year-old rightwing extremist Behring 

Breivik obtained the guns he used for his attack through legal 

channels. 

Norway responded to the rampage by saying its regulations 

had been too lax, and police chief Oeystein Maeland called for an 

immediate tightening of access to semi-automatic firearms like 

the ones Behring Breivik used on Utoeya. 

It is legal to hunt with such guns in Norway, which has a 

million guns for a population of nearly five million. 

A committee set up before the attacks to evaluate Norwegian 

gun laws is set to present its findings by December 1. 

There have also been calls for tighter gun laws in Denmark, 

under threat of attack ever since the daily Jyllands-Posten 

published controversial caricatures of the Prophet Mohammed in 

2005. 

Since the Norway attacks, Denmark's centre-left opposition, 

leading in polls ahead of general elections for which a date have 

to be set by November, has said it wants to ban reserve soldiers 

from storing their service weapons at home. 

Denmark's 5.5 million inhabitants own about 750,000 guns. 

Sweden, which has experienced several devastating shootings 

in recent decades, including the 1986 murder of prime minister 

Olof Palme and two separate cases of random immigrant 

shootings, already has strict gun laws. 

The country is studying how better to coordinate the fight 

against illegal arms smuggling, Ann-Sofie Bodin, a justice 

ministry expert, told AFP. 

In Iceland, which has largely been spared the traumatising 

gun violence seen among its Nordic neighbours, the interior 

ministry recently commissioned an evaluation of existing laws to 

determine if they are strict enough. 

Iceland's 320,000 inhabitants own about 60,000 guns, 

But Reykjavik police chief Geir Jon Thorisson has already 

called for tougher regulations for weapons storage at home, and 

has told AFP: "We also need a ceiling on the number of weapons 

each person can own." 

http://www.france24.com/en/20110816-nordics-set-sights-gun-

control-after-norway-attacks 

 

2011-08-16 ATF promotes supervisors in controversial gun 

operation 

The three, who have been criticized for pushing on with the 

border weapons sting even as it came apart, receive new 

management jobs in Washington. 

Reporting from Washington—  

The ATF has promoted three key supervisors of a 

controversial sting operation that allowed firearms to be illegally 

trafficked across the U.S. border into Mexico. 

All three have been heavily criticized for pushing the 

program forward even as it became apparent that it was out of 

control. At least 2,000 guns were lost and many turned up at 

crime scenes in Mexico and two at the killing of a U.S. Border 

Patrol agent in Arizona. 

The three supervisors have been given new management 

positions at the agency's headquarters in Washington. They are 

William G. McMahon, who was the ATF's deputy director of 

operations in the West, where the illegal trafficking program was 

focused, and William D. Newell and David Voth, both field 

supervisors who oversaw the program out of the agency's 

Phoenix office. 

Documents: Fast and Furious paper trail 

McMahon and Newell have acknowledged making serious 

mistakes in the program, which was dubbed Operation Fast and 

Furious. 

"I share responsibility for mistakes that were made," 

McMahon testified to a House committee three weeks ago. "The 

advantage of hindsight, the benefit of a thorough review of the 

case, clearly points me to things that I would have done 

differently." 

Three Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 

spokesmen did not return phone calls Monday asking about the 

promotions. But several agents said they found the timing of the 

promotions surprising, given the turmoil at the agency over the 

failed program. 

McMahon was promoted Sunday to deputy assistant director 

of the ATF's Office of Professional Responsibility and Security 

Operations — the division that investigates misconduct by 

employees and other problems. 

Kenneth E. Melson, the ATF's acting director, said in an 

agency-wide confidential email announcing the promotion that 

McMahon was among ATF employees being rewarded because 

of "the skills and abilities they have demonstrated throughout 

their careers." 

Newell was the special agent in charge of the field office for 

Arizona and New Mexico, where Fast and Furious was 

conducted. On Aug. 1, the ATF announced he would become 

special assistant to the assistant director of the agency's Office of 

Management in Washington. 

Voth was an on-the-ground team supervisor for the operation, 

and last month he was moved to Washington to become branch 

chief for the ATF's tobacco division. 

http://www.france24.com/en/20110816-nordics-set-sights-gun-control-after-norway-attacks
http://www.france24.com/en/20110816-nordics-set-sights-gun-control-after-norway-attacks
http://documents.latimes.com/fast-and-furious/
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The program ran from November 2009 to January 2011, with 

the aim of identifying Mexican drug cartel leaders by allowing 

illegal purchases of firearms and then tracking those weapons. 

Nearly 200 were recovered at crime scenes in Mexico, and in 

December two semiautomatics were found at the scene of Border 

Patrol Agent Brian Terry's slaying in Arizona. 

No cartel leaders were arrested. 

Rep. Darrell Issa (R-Vista), chairman of the House Oversight 

and Government Reform Committee, and Sen. Charles E. 

Grassley of Iowa, the top Republican on the Senate Judiciary 

Committee, are reviewing the operation. 

Steve Martin, an ATF deputy assistant director, said he urged 

McMahon as far back as January 2010 to end the operation, and 

was met with silence. "I asked Mr. McMahon, I said, what's your 

plan?" Martin told the House committee. "Hearing none, I don't 

know if they had one." 

Newell spent a decade on the border. As Operation Fast and 

Furious was unraveling, he insisted that his agents never allowed 

guns to "walk." 

The statement angered many agents. "Literally, my mouth 

fell open," said Agent Larry Alt, who worked under Newell. "I 

am not being figurative about this. I couldn't believe it." 

Newell has since acknowledged that "frequent risk 

assessments would be prudent" for operations like Fast and 

Furious. He also said the slaying of Terry "is one I will mourn 

for the rest of my life." 

Voth supervised the crew of ATF agents under the operation. 

As they questioned the wisdom of allowing illegal purchases, he 

countered that because the weapons were turning up at Mexico 

crime scenes, cartel leaders had to be involved. He told his crew 

members they were "watching the right people." 

His agents did not buy it. 

"Whenever we would get a trace report back," said Agent 

John Dodson, Voth "was jovial, if not giddy, just delighted about 

that: Hey, 20 of our guns were recovered with 350 pounds of 

dope in Mexico last night. … To them it proved the nexus to the 

drug cartels. It validated that were really working a cartel case 

here." 

Documents: Fast and Furious paper trail 

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-atf-guns-

20110816,0,7676977.story 

 

2011-08-15 Gun Rights Win in Florida: State Law Will Soon 

End Local Firearms Restrictions 

Florida has decided to finally protect the 2nd Amendment at 

the state level and eliminate onerous restrictions that many 

municipalities and communities have enacted against gun rights.  

Starting October 1st, any public official who passes or 

enforces gun regulations below the state level faces a $5,000 

personal fine and could even be removed from office by the 

governor for enacting or enforcing local gun laws. 

While Florida has had a law on its books since 1987 that 

makes it illegal to pass gun regulations beyond state statutes, 

there was no enforcement mechanism in place. As a result, towns 

and cities have created ordinances at will. In the process, many 

of them have criminalized otherwise completely law-abiding 

citizens who unintentionally ran afoul of arbitrary, localized gun 

rules. 

But thanks to the law recently signed by Governor Rick 

Scott, that‘s all about to change in the Sunshine State. 

Called the Penalties for Violating Firearms Preemption Law, 

the new state forces the repeal of any and all regulations, 

policies, and ordinances that violate the firearms preemption law 

of 1987. Its passage has already had an impact as assorted town 

and county bureaucrats are scrambling to come into compliance 

by the October 1 deadline. The Orlando Sentinel reported on the 

changes now underway that: 

―Orange County employees have started removing ‗no 

firearms‘ signs at county parks, and soon they‘ll probably black 

out the same words on brochures. In Groveland, leaders recently 

erased from the books an ordinance that banned firing a gun into 

the air….in Boca Raton, the ―no guns allowed‖ sign has come 

down at City Hall. In Lake County, commissioners recently 

deleted a provision in an ordinance that would have banned 

firearms on public lands, including its parks.‖ 

<a href="http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/prnd/prn-

theblaze;prntype=web;prngenre=conservative_talk;prnpage=inter

ior;pos=bottom;sz=300x250;ord=123456789?" target="_blank" 

><img src="http://ad.doubleclick.net/ad/prnd/prn-

theblaze;prntype=web;prngenre=conservative_talk;prnpage=inter

ior;pos=bottom;sz=300x250;ord=123456789?" border="0" alt="" 

/></a> 

The new law will make for consistent, state-wide rules for 

guns, including those with concealed carry permits. It will not 

affect rules already in place at the state level for firearms, the 

Orlando Sentinel points out, which include making it illegal to 

‗fire into buildings, cars, across streets and in public places, 

except for self-defense.‗ The new law won‘t really expand gun 

rights so much as it will greatly clarify legal firearms possession, 

transport, and use- eliminating inevitable confusion for law 

enforcement and citizens alike. 

What is certain is this- Governor Rick Scott has sent a clear 

message that the right to bear arms enshrined in the 2nd 

amendment to the Constitution is not a parking regulation or a 

picnic permit to be issued, denied, or changed at the whim of any 

middling bureaucrat. 

On top of that, the 6000% increase in aluminum baseball bat 

sales in the U.K. this week due to the shocking riots there may 

have refocused Floridians on their right to protect their persons 

and property as enshrined in our Bill of Rights, regardless of 

what any town or country says. 

http://www.theblaze.com/stories/gun-rights-win-in-florida-state-

law-will-soon-end-local-firearms-restrictions/ 

 

2011-08-14 Brits arm themselves in face of PC government's 

failure 

If you manufacture aluminum baseball bats, you probably 

noticed an unusual increase in orders this past week. 

Then you noticed the demand is coming from Britain, where 

one thinks first of cricket, not baseball. You might have 

wondered why, but were only too happy to increase production 

to meet this new demand. Markets work. 

We often hear about ―market failure.‖ What‘s that? Just 

imagine something that is not provided in the marketplace but 

you feel should be. You can call that ―market failure,‖ if you 

wish. The classic example was lighthouses. Surely they couldn‘t 

be profitable, right? This was taught to an entire generation 

before someone decided to check history and discovered that 

lighthouses were, indeed, provided by private companies long 

before governments stepped in. 

http://documents.latimes.com/fast-and-furious/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-atf-guns-20110816,0,7676977.story
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-atf-guns-20110816,0,7676977.story
http://www.flssa.org/la/p110602.html
http://www.tennessean.com/article/20110814/COLUMNIST0110/308140027/Richard-J-Grant-Brits-arm-themselves-face-PC-government-s-failure
http://www.tennessean.com/article/20110814/COLUMNIST0110/308140027/Richard-J-Grant-Brits-arm-themselves-face-PC-government-s-failure
http://www.tennessean.com/article/20110814/COLUMNIST0110/308140027/Richard-J-Grant-Brits-arm-themselves-face-PC-government-s-failure
http://www.theblaze.com/stories/gun-rights-win-in-florida-state-law-will-soon-end-local-firearms-restrictions/
http://www.theblaze.com/stories/gun-rights-win-in-florida-state-law-will-soon-end-local-firearms-restrictions/
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You don‘t need to know what‘s happening in Britain to be 

able to supply them with more bats. But it helps to know more 

about your customers, so you check the news and learn that 

violent riots have been breaking out nightly in cities across 

England. Shops have been trashed, looted and burned. People 

have been robbed, beaten and even killed. 

Where are the police? They are overwhelmed by the volume 

and brazenness of the outbreaks. They are also constrained in 

their response by what appears on the surface to be modern 

Western restraint, but is in fact a symptom of the modern evasion 

of social realities that we lamely call ―political correctness.‖ The 

British welfare system has bred personal responsibility out of the 

class that has become dependent on it; and the shortsighted 

immigration system has failed to integrate the foreign 

communities it has created within. 

With seriously deficient police protection, victims see 

themselves at the mercy of the mobs. The victims are also 

unarmed. The average Brit sees this and exclaims, ―That‘s not 

cricket!‖ 

It‘s not baseball, either. It is government failure. A succession 

of left-drifting governments has failed to focus on a 

government‘s primary duty to maintain law and order. They have 

been too busy protecting their public from all the imaginary 

market failures they can dream up, especially those that serve as 

an excuse to redistribute income to their favorite constituents. 

Governments like to imagine they have a monopoly on the 

use of force. Not true. If the police are not there when you need 

them, it‘s up to you. But Brits do not enjoy Second Amendment-

type protections; and those who have used firearms in self-

defense have sometimes found themselves in jail. 

This explains why sales of baseball bats in the U.K. suddenly 

increased by over 6,000 percent last week. While government 

fails, the market provides. 

Governments also imagine that they have a monopoly in the 

production of money. That is why gold sales are soaring and the 

price is reaching record highs. That is also why we suffer 

repeated booms and busts in all markets. We face 

unemployment, budget deficits, and over-regulated medical care. 

Government has struck out. 

http://www.tennessean.com/article/20110814/COLUMNIST0110

/308140027/Richard-J-Grant-Brits-arm-themselves-face-PC-

government-s-failure 

 

2011-08-14 Hey, Stupid UK: Let Your Cops and Fair Citizens 

Carry Guns! 

Do you know what‘s truly pathetic (other than BHO‘s first 

two and half years in office)? I‘ll tell you what: the British 

police‘s limp wrist, no-gun, nonsensical approach to the looting 

and rioting of Britain‘s ―working class youths.‖ That‘s what! 

In Texas, where I grew up, the bollocks we‘re seeing in the 

UK right now would have lasted maybe five, possibly ten 

minutes max, before a private citizen, business owner, or Sheriff 

Dudley Paunch Gut of the Muleshoe PD woulda put a hollow 

point in some skinny hooligan‘s backside. It would have been the 

shortest-lived revolt in modern history. Next! 

Matter of fact, when I was a ―working class youth‖ back in 

the day I was too damn tired to spark a rebellion after a hard 

day‘s toil in the hot Lone Star sun. 

For instance, back in 1981 when the cops shot one of my 

criminal buddies for being, well, a criminal, I was too exhausted 

after a day‘s labor to torch my innocent neighbor‘s house, bomb 

a school bus, crap on my front porch, make a black dude strip 

naked and give me his clothes, or steal televisions. I was too 

pooped to vandalize—I mean, fight against my oppressors.  

The most I could do after ten hours of busting my butt and 

not relying on the government for jack squat was eat a sausage 

and mushroom pizza, drink a couple of Coors, make out with my 

girlfriend, watch MTV and say, ―Wow … it sure sucks that 

Ronny got shot. I‘d hate to be him right now. Now, where were 

we, honey?‖ Call me lazy. 

Another thing that kept me from acting like a complete and 

utter destructive douche bag in light of my criminal buddy taking 

a bullet for being a violent lawbreaker was the fact that I liked 

my neighbors, my neighborhood, the surrounding retail shops 

and America in general and did not wish for them to be trashed 

like Amy Winehouse‘s liver. 

Britain‘s ―working class youth‖? Don‘t you have to ―work‖ 

to be ―working class‖? It doesn‘t look like socialism panned out 

the way they promised you, eh? Shocker. 

Word to the BBC: How about we call these ―working class 

youths‖ something more like ―non-working, government-

sponging entitlement mooks‖?How‘s that? I think that‘s probably 

a better name for these bellicose nabobs on the government dole. 

Perhaps the nomenclature is too long? Oh well. That‘s not my 

topic anyhoo, so I‘ll go back to the police who can‘t police 

because they have no firepower.  

I remember back in 2001 when I was speaking at Imperial 

College in London, my smarmy host told me one day as we were 

tooling around Trafalgar Square that their police force does not 

carry guns. Being acquainted with human nature and being a 

rube from Texas I said, ―Your cops don‘t carry guns? Are you 

kidding me?‖ 

I went on to tell my genteel, self-congratulatory guide that 

such a plan sounds ―nice and sweet, so very evolved and not like 

us gun-toting American clowns.‖ But I bet him that one day they 

would regret that decision when one or more of their Darwinian 

holdover mooches goes nuts and turns their sweet little city 

centre into a Rob Zombie flick. 

And that day is now. Welcome to hell, England.  

Hey, UK: Would you like to see an end to this mayhem? You 

would? Then do the following: Allow your Bobbies and your 

law-abiding citizens to pack heat. Yep, guns in the hands of law 

enforcement and law-abiding peeps would quell this crap quicker 

than a chimichanga dipped in motor oil would zip through your 

sensitive pâté-addled digestive system. 

http://townhall.com/columnists/douggiles/2011/08/14/hey,_stupi

d_uk_let_your_cops_and_fair_citizens_carry_guns! 

 

2011-08-14 Gun crimes drop at Virginia bars and restaurants 

Virginia's bars and restaurants did not turn into shooting 

galleries as some had feared during the first year of a new state 

law that allows patrons with permits to carry concealed guns into 

alcohol-serving businesses, a Richmond Times-Dispatch analysis 

found. 

The number of major crimes involving firearms at bars and 

restaurants statewide declined 5.2 percent from July 1, 2010, to 

June 30, 2011, compared with the fiscal year before the law went 

into effect, according to crime data compiled by Virginia State 

Police at the newspaper's request. 

And overall, the crimes that occurred during the law's first 

year were relatively minor, and few of the incidents appeared to 

http://www.tennessean.com/article/20110814/COLUMNIST0110/308140027/Richard-J-Grant-Brits-arm-themselves-face-PC-government-s-failure
http://www.tennessean.com/article/20110814/COLUMNIST0110/308140027/Richard-J-Grant-Brits-arm-themselves-face-PC-government-s-failure
http://www.tennessean.com/article/20110814/COLUMNIST0110/308140027/Richard-J-Grant-Brits-arm-themselves-face-PC-government-s-failure
http://townhall.com/columnists/douggiles/2011/08/14/hey,_stupid_uk_let_your_cops_and_fair_citizens_carry_guns
http://townhall.com/columnists/douggiles/2011/08/14/hey,_stupid_uk_let_your_cops_and_fair_citizens_carry_guns
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involve gun owners with concealed-carry permits, the analysis 

found. 

A total of 145 reported crimes with guns occurred in Virginia 

bars and restaurants in fiscal 2010-11, or eight fewer than the 153 

incidents in fiscal 2009-10. State police track all murders, non-

negligent manslaughters, aggravated assaults, forcible sex crimes 

and robberies in more than two dozen categories, including 

"bars/nightclubs" and "restaurants." 

"The numbers basically just confirm what we've said would 

happen if the General Assembly changed the law," said Philip 

Van Cleave, president of the pro-gun Virginia Citizens Defense 

League, which strongly lobbied for the law's change that made 

Virginia one of 43 states to allow concealed guns in restaurants 

that serve alcohol. "It's sort of a big yawn. So from my point of 

view, none of this is surprising." 

"Keep in mind," Van Cleave added, "what the other side was 

saying — that this was going to be a blood bath, that restaurants 

will be dangerous and people will stop going. But there was 

nothing to base the fear-mongering on." 

State Sen. A. Donald McEachin, D-Henrico, who was a 

strong opponent of the law, said it's not clear what conclusions 

can be drawn from just a year's worth of data. 

"Most folks obey the law, and that's a good thing," said 

McEachin, who remains staunchly opposed. "But I don't think it 

takes a rocket scientist to figure out that just like drinking and 

driving doesn't mix, guns and drinking don't mix." 

David Rittgers, an attorney and decorated former Army 

special forces officer who is now a legal policy analyst at the 

libertarian Cato Institute, said the growing number of states that 

are adopting concealed-carry measures like Virginia's have seen 

no appreciable rise — and in some cases a decline — in violent 

crime. 

"The worst that you can say about these laws is that they are 

statistically value neutral" in terms of impacting the crime rate, 

Rittgers said. 

Rittgers said states that have enacted such concealed-carry 

legislation — "even when they've done some relatively 

restrictive provisions upfront" — have relaxed those over time 

"because of the lack of violent incidents that might be connected 

with persons carrying concealed (weapons) with a permit." 

* * * * * 

At The Times-Dispatch's request, state police pulled from 

their computerized database all major crimes at bars and 

restaurants reported by local law-enforcement agencies across 

Virginia for two successive fiscal years. The Times-Dispatch 

then contacted more than a dozen police departments in Virginia 

for more detailed information on all aggravated assaults, 

homicides and sexual assaults involving firearms at those 

businesses. 

Reported robberies were not analyzed because they tend to 

involve premeditated crimes by perpetrators openly displaying 

guns, and many of the affected businesses are chain restaurants 

that don't serve alcohol. 

Only two fatal shootings occurred during the last fiscal year 

— one outside a Petersburg nightclub and the other at a Radford 

restaurant — but neither involved concealed-gun permit holders. 

And only two of the 18 aggravated assaults reported could be 

linked definitively to concealed-carry holders. 

Several other cases appear to have involved hidden guns, but 

the suspects either didn't have a concealed permit, or they fled 

the scene before they could be identified and arrested. 

One of the few unambiguous cases of a concealed-gun permit 

holder breaking the law occurred on July 28, 2010 — 27 days 

after the law became active — at a deli in York County. In that 

case, a patron who had been drinking heavily with a gun 

concealed in his pocket allegedly sexually harassed a female 

waitress and, at one point, placed his hand over his hidden gun so 

the waitress could see its outline. 

After making a comment the waitress construed as a threat, 

the man left but was stopped a short time later by police. They 

recovered a .380-caliber pistol from his pants pocket and charged 

him with driving under the influence, brandishing a firearm and 

carrying a concealed weapon. 

He was charged with the latter offense — even though he had 

a permit to carry the gun — because he had been drinking in the 

deli while in possession of a concealed firearm. The law forbids 

concealed-gun permit holders to drink alcohol while they are 

inside bars and restaurants with guns hidden from view. Patrons 

who legally carry firearms openly into bars and restaurants can 

drink freely. 

Authorities confiscated the man's concealed-gun permit, but 

the brandishing and concealed weapon charges were eventually 

withdrawn by prosecutors. He was convicted of driving while 

drunk. 

In another case closer to home, a Hopewell man with a 

concealed-carry permit was arrested in June after police said he 

brandished a gun in the parking lot of a chain restaurant after a 

verbal dispute escalated into a fight among several patrons. No 

shots were fired, but punches were thrown. 

Although the man pulled a concealed weapon during the 

fight, the new law didn't really apply because the restaurant 

where the incident occurred doesn't serve alcohol. The man was 

convicted last month of brandishing the gun — which he 

appealed — and a malicious-wounding charge was certified to a 

Hopewell grand jury. 

Aside from the two homicides, the only assault that resulted 

in a person being shot occurred in February outside a Virginia 

Beach restaurant and bar. The shooting followed an altercation 

inside the restaurant. Several unknown men were asked to leave, 

and the victim was shot and wounded as he walked toward a 

male in an adjacent parking lot, police said. 

But because the suspect was never identified and arrested, 

police don't know whether the shooter was carrying a concealed 

gun or whether he had a permit to carry it. 

* * * * * 

Tom Lisk, a lobbyist who represents the Virginia Hospitality 

and Travel Association, still believes it's a bad idea to mix 

alcohol and firearms, and he says the crime numbers essentially 

affirm his initial position on the issue. 

"We acknowledged during the legislative debate that the vast 

majority of individuals that hold concealed-weapons permits are 

indeed law-abiding citizens, and most would not cause any 

problem," Lisk said. "But at the same time, we also advocated 

that they in fact were human beings, and some small number 

would probably be the source of some problem because you're 

mixing alcohol and firearms. 

"And I think that's pretty much borne out by what we've 

seen," added Lisk, citing the York case as an example. "This was 

a law-abiding citizen that got a permit, but yet he went in and 

broke the law by drinking while carrying a concealed firearm." 

Lisk also cited another incident publicized last year that 

involved a concealed-permit holder who accidentally shot 
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himself in the thigh at a Lynchburg restaurant. The gun 

discharged after the man apparently reached into his pocket to 

pay the bartender for a beer. He was convicted of recklessly 

handing a firearm, ordered to pay a $500 fine and lost his 

concealed-carry permit for a year. His gun was confiscated. 

While the new law has not led to rampant crime or "random 

bloodshed in restaurants," Lisk said, "certainly we've seen a few 

incidences of permit holders using bad judgment — drinking and 

then, in unfortunate circumstances … shooting themselves or 

accosting a waitress. So I think in that respect our concerns have 

been validated." 

McEachin echoed that view. 

"I promise you that the waitress that had the gun brandished 

at her by someone who was drunk and sexually aggressive — to 

her that was a serious offense," he said. "And when someone 

gives themselves a self-inflicted wound, that just underscores the 

fact that guns and drinking don't mix. I don't know if there's 

anything disproven by those numbers." 

Rittgers said once concealed-carry laws come into effect, the 

fears associated with such measures generally are not realized 

and fade. "None of those predictions, frankly, have come to 

pass," he said. 

A certain amount of unreasonable fear is associated with guns 

generally because they are used by criminals in committing 

crimes, Rittgers said. But concealed-carry holders, who Rittgers 

said tend be more law-abiding that the general citizenry, "are 

willing to go through the background checks and the training that 

is often required" for the permit. 

Van Cleave believes he and other supporters of the law 

deserve an apology — especially those who "screamed the end of 

the world was coming with this." 

"At some point," Van Cleave said, "it would be nice to have 

some of them admit that they were wrong, that they didn't see 

any of the horrible things that they thought were going to 

happen." 

http://www2.timesdispatch.com/news/2011/aug/14/tdmain01-

gun-crime-drops-at-virginia-bars-and-rest-ar-1237278/ 

 

2011-08-14 Casper gun law change may face lawsuit 

Casper‘s proposed ordinance banning the open carry of 

firearms at public meetings is an issue that needs to be addressed, 

according to the city‘s mayor. 

―It‘s truly a discussion that needs to be had,‖ said Mayor Paul 

Bertoglio. ―A firearm, for many, is intimidating. They really 

have no place in a public meeting.‖ 

State law currently prohibits individuals from carrying 

concealed weapons into any meeting of a governmental entity. 

The city‘s proposal, informally approved last week, would make 

it illegal for anyone to openly carry a weapon at any public 

meeting. 

Bertoglio, who described himself as a member of the 

National Rifle Association, said he would prefer the state take 

the lead on the issue, rather than the city. 

Though he said that he himself supported the city proposal, 

Bertoglio did not make a prediction on whether the council 

would end up voting in favor of it. 

But three council members at last week‘s meeting spoke 

about being intimidated by citizens at different times in their 

political careers. If all three of those council members and 

Bertoglio move to support the proposal, only one more council 

vote would be needed to approve the ban. 

Officials for a handful of other cities in Wyoming said no 

such law exists in their towns. 

City officials in Cheyenne, Gillette and Laramie said the 

discussion to enact a similar law has not taken place in their 

cities. 

Calls to city officials in Jackson, Lander and Riverton were 

not returned. 

Casper City Attorney Bill Luben said state law provides an 

exception to the state‘s open carry law for cities, although the 

Wyoming Attorney General‘s Office has held that the extent of 

the exception remains unclear. 

The exception provides that cities may regulate any conduct 

which otherwise would disturb or jeopardize the public health, 

safety, peace or morality in any public or private place. 

A call Friday afternoon to the Wyoming Attorney General‘s 

Office was not returned. 

Anthony Bouchard, executive director of the Wyoming Gun 

Owners Association, has said that the state does not provide for 

such a ban. If the proposal becomes law, the WGOA will sue the 

city, he said. 

―State law pre-empts municipalities from making any law on 

that subject,‖ Bouchard said Saturday. 

Bouchard said his organization fears enactment of a ban on 

weapons in the council chambers could lead to attempts to ban 

weapons in other locations as well. This ―slippery slope‖ could 

lead to widespread efforts to restrict gun possession and make the 

average citizen less safe, he said. 

―Criminals don‘t ask for permission or obey rules or laws 

restricting them,‖ he said. 

Bouchard dismissed the concerns voiced by some council 

members that they have been intimidated by people who may 

have disagreed with a position they have taken on an issue. ―It 

looks like a manufactured ... fear,‖ he said. ―I don‘t think they 

have enough cases of it happening to have a legitimate case.‖ 

The National Rifle Association did not respond to a request 

for comment. 

Luben said he has not heard about any threats of a lawsuit but 

that court may be appropriate to decide the issue. 

―If they [file a lawsuit], I guess they do, and I guess we‘ll 

find out if we have the power to do the regulation or not,‖ Luben 

said. 

Bertoglio said he would prefer the state resolve the issue, 

rather than the cities, but no one knows when or if the legislature 

would consider banning open carry at public meetings. 

―The state has taken the lead on weapons; they need to take 

the lead on this,‖ he said. 

Firearms are banned from the state Capitol building, Sen. Kit 

Jennings (R-Natrona) told council members last week when he 

lobbied against the Casper ban. 

Since the proposal is an ordinance change, it must be 

approved at three formal council sessions, at least one of which 

will have a public hearing. 

The first reading could come as soon as the city‘s Sept. 6 

formal session, according to the city manager‘s office. 

http://trib.com/news/local/casper/article_ac2b0f30-61fe-5816-

8cdd-1cbc2bbed5f0.html#ixzz1VJHijC9V 

 

2011-08-14 End the delays of Fast and Furious inquiry 

White House, Justice should cooperate with congressional 

probe 

http://www2.timesdispatch.com/news/2011/aug/14/tdmain01-gun-crime-drops-at-virginia-bars-and-rest-ar-1237278/
http://www2.timesdispatch.com/news/2011/aug/14/tdmain01-gun-crime-drops-at-virginia-bars-and-rest-ar-1237278/
http://trib.com/news/local/casper/article_ac2b0f30-61fe-5816-8cdd-1cbc2bbed5f0.html#ixzz1VJHijC9V
http://trib.com/news/local/casper/article_ac2b0f30-61fe-5816-8cdd-1cbc2bbed5f0.html#ixzz1VJHijC9V
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The revelations about Operation Fast and Furious keep 

getting worse. The Obama administration needs to start showing 

some accountability and providing answers. 

In the latest round of congressional hearings on the gun sting 

run amok, agents of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 

and Explosives posted to Mexico City testified that they pleaded 

with their superiors in Washington to end the operation. ―Hey, 

when are they going to shut this, to put it bluntly, damn 

investigation down?‖ one ATF agent recalled asking. ―We're 

getting hurt down here.‖ 

ATF agents in the United States lost track of as many as 

1,700 weapons that were intentionally sold to straw buyers under 

Operation Fast and Furious since 2009, many of which ended up 

in the hands of violent drug cartels. According to the Mexican 

government, which was not aware of the program, 150 Mexican 

citizens have been killed or injured by weapons smuggled in 

from the United States with the full knowledge of U.S. officials. 

Which officials knew about the program and its failures is 

still a big question. President Barack Obama and Attorney 

General Eric Holder have denied knowledge of Operation Fast 

and Furious before this spring, and no one at the Justice 

Department — the ATF's parent agency — has acknowledged a 

role in authorizing or running the program. Yet Operation Fast 

and Furious didn't materialize out of nowhere. 

Both the White House and the Justice Department have 

declined to comment on the case because Justice is pursuing an 

internal investigation. Congressional investigators and the acting 

ATF director have accused Holder of using the internal 

investigation as an excuse to obstruct the inquiry on Capitol Hill. 

One of the ATF agents in Mexico City called the bungled 

operation ―a perfect storm of idiocy.‖ The lack of cooperation 

from the White House and Justice Department are making that 

perfect storm even worse. 

http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/article/End-the-delays-of-

Fast-and-Furious-inquiry-1920848.php#ixzz1VTlRcdSG 

 

2011-08-14 Venezuelans Begin Public Debate on Law of 

Firearms Control and Disarmament 

Merida, August 12th 2011 (Venezuelanalysis.com) – On 

Thursday Venezuelans held the first of numerous public debates 

on the proposed Law of Firearms Control and Disarmament 

drafted by the country‘s National Assembly. A legal initiative 

proposed by the Presidential Commission for Disarmament, the 

draft law is to be discussed by organized communities 

nationwide before being modified and passed next year. 

―The idea is that this law be the result of a transparent, ample, 

and profound discussion by Venezuelan society,‖ explained 

United Socialist Party of Venezuela (PSUV) lawmaker Freddy 

Bernal. 

Bernal, who is president of the National Assembly‘s bi-

partisan commission established to draft the Law of Firearms 

Control and Disarmament, affirmed that the pending legislation 

―is to be a fundamental instrument for State policies aimed at 

controlling criminality and violence.‖ 

To be effecting, said Bernal, the Presidential Commission for 

Disarmament is asking ―the entire population to share their 

proposals and express their criticisms, thus strengthening this 

legal instrument.‖ 

―The debate must include governors, mayors, society on the 

whole, as well as the means of communication – since all are co-

responsible in addressing the problem (of gun violence),‖ he 

affirmed. 

Communal councils, individual citizens, academics, 

campesino and cattle rancher associations, sporting clubs, and 

non governmental organizations (NGOs) have also been invited 

to the debates. 

As reported in Venezuela‘s daily Correo del Orinoco, the 

legislation contemplates a revision of arms purchasing laws, an 

overall reduction in the sale of guns to private citizens, the 

opening of a legal window for unlicensed weapons to be handed 

over to the State, and the participation of communal councils in 

the local control of gun ownership. 

The first debate on said law, held yesterday in Maracay, state 

of Aragua, brought together members of the general public, 

human rights activists, local law enforcement, the National 

Bolivarian Armed Forces (FANB), and the country‘s National 

Guard (GN). 

Present at the debate was Alfredo Roberto Missair, United 

Nations representative in Venezuela, who affirmed that the law 

under discussion ―is a fundamental aspect of (guaranteeing) 

Human Rights‖ in Venezuela because a policy of disarmament 

―looks to protect the rights of all citizens, regardless of age, sex, 

or social condition.‖ 

The final edition of the law is not expected to be passed until 

sometime next year, after Venezuelans nationwide have had the 

opportunity to give their feedback on an entire ―packet of laws 

and measures which include the Law of Disarmament, the 

Organic Law of Communal Justice, the reform to the Organic 

Code of Penal Process, and the Organic Penitentiary Code,‖ 

explained Bernal. 

Venezuela‘s Ministry of Defense reports that close to 

200,000 arms have been confiscated and destroyed since 2003, 

65,000 of them removed last year. 

While the removal of arms from society has advanced 

steadily, the International Action Network on Small Arms 

(IANSA) reports that 79.4% of homicides committed in 

Venezuela between June 2008 and June 2009 were the result of 

gun violence. 

Last year, the murder rate in Venezuela reached 48 deaths per 

100,000 inhabitants, the majority of which died from gunshot 

wounds. 

http://venezuelanalysis.com/news/6421 

 

2011-08-13 NY Pistol permits in the hands of judges 

How difficult is it to exercise one's Second Amendment 

rights and obtain a pistol permit in New York State? 

It all depends on one's county of residence and the 

inclinations/predilections of the issuing agent (county judge) 

involved in the permit-granting process, according to Jack 

Taylor, chairman of the Genesee County Chapter of SCOPE 

(Shooters Committee On Political Education). 

This and other hot-potato issues involved with gun-ownership 

and shooting were topics of discussion during the August 

meeting of the Genesee County chapter in Batavia on Tuesday. 

"Area counties vary, but Erie and Genesee counties are the 

most difficult to obtain a conceal-carry permit," Taylor said. 

He has high praise for the way Genesee County officials 

process pistol permit applications. 

"They're done in a timely fashion and the personnel are polite 

and professional when handling applications," Taylor noted. He 

http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/article/End-the-delays-of-Fast-and-Furious-inquiry-1920848.php#ixzz1VTlRcdSG
http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/article/End-the-delays-of-Fast-and-Furious-inquiry-1920848.php#ixzz1VTlRcdSG
http://venezuelanalysis.com/news/6421
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added that it is virtually impossible to obtain anything beyond a 

hunting-target shooting permit in that county. 

Also, larger counties such as Monroe and Erie take longer to 

process applications. Taylor attributes it to the volume of 

applications and systems working with fewer clerks in recent 

years. 

Genesee processes the most pistol permits of all Western 

New York counties. 

Taylor estimates 20-30 permits are issued each time a 

"firearms license" is granted in that county.  

While I spend considerable time afield with a bow and long 

guns during hunting seasons, our recent move to Genesee County 

prompted thoughts of obtaining a pistol permit here. On April 5, 

2010, my application for a conceal-carry permit was issued as a 

Hunting/Target permit. 

That day, 44 others obtained similar permits, a number the 

Honorable Judge Robert C. Noonan noted was a record at one 

permit-issuing session. 

Taylor pointed out that this conceal-carry application would 

probably have resulted in a conceal-carry issuance in nearby 

counties such as Orleans, Livingston and Wyoming but not 

necessarily in Erie County. 

The problem across New York State is that each county judge 

assigned to pistol-permit assessments can exercise his or her 

preferences as to the status of issuance. 

"We (permit applicants and handgun owners) are subjected to 

the scrutiny of a criminal before and while we hold permits," 

Taylor said. "We go through a more thorough check than any 

other permit or license applicant in the state," he added. 

SCOPE Chapters help in getting the word out on these issues. 

"Pressures involving pistol permit issuance in Orleans County 

resulted in the election of another judge years ago," Taylor said. 

Some members of the Genesee County chapter reside in 

Livingston and Wyoming counties, which don't have a county 

SCOPE Chapter. 

Membership has risen to nearly 200, and monthly meetings 

draw more than 30 attendees. "We will draw even more on nights 

when we have a noted speaker," Taylor said. 

The next Genesee County SCOPE meeting, on Sept. 14, will 

feature Jim Carr discussing "Personal Defense Training." 

The Oct. 11 meeting welcomes political candidates willing to 

discuss Second Amendment issues. 

One attendee at the Tuesday SCOPE meeting mentioned that 

New York State has nearly four million gun owners. SCOPE 

officials in each county and statewide would like to see greater 

participation in these efforts to support the Second Amendment. 

The Genesee County meetings, and all area chapters, 

welcome visitors. For information on the Genesee Chapter, call 

Dave Kaufmann at (585) 494-2314. For details on the Erie 

County Chapter of SCOPE, check with chairman Gerry Cumbo 

(cq) at 893-1629. 

Attending the annual statewide SCOPE Banquet is another 

way to connect with active SCOPE members and learn more 

about gun-rights and political issues affecting shooting and 

ownership of firearms. 

This year, the Annual Banquet will be held Oct. 7 at 

Lucarelli's Banquet Center at 1830 Abbott Road in Lackawanna. 

To find out more about the statewide banquet, active chapters 

in counties nearest you, and leading issues receiving current 

consideration, go to the statewide website at scopeny.org. 

http://www.buffalonews.com/sports/other/outdoors/article521855

.ece 

 

11-08-09 Would-Be Robber Fatally Shot By Intended Victim, 

Police Say 

COLUMBUS, Ohio --  

A man who died Monday night was attempting to rob 

someone when he was fatally shot by the intended victim, police 

said Tuesday. 

According to Columbus police, the shooting occurred in the 

700 block of Sullivant Avenue at 8:48 p.m. Monday. 

Officers found Mario Williams, 22, suffering from a gunshot 

wound. He was transported to Mount Carmel Hospital West, 

where he was later pronounced dead. 

Police said the investigation revealed that Williams was 

allegedly attempting to rob another man and during the robbery, 

the intended victim shot Williams. 

The shooter was questioned by police and released. 

Columbus police said the case will be presented to the 

Franklin County Grand Jury at a later date. 

Police said the investigation continues. 

http://www2.nbc4i.com/news/2011/aug/09/would-be-robber-

fatally-shot-intended-victim-polic-ar-675058/ 

 

11-08-09 Virginia Tech, Christiansburg gun scares spotlight 

laws and rights 

"Man with a gun." 

With or without an exclamation point, few other phrases 

spark as much fear, or such large police responses, as 

demonstrated by the Thursday manhunts at Virginia Tech and in 

Christiansburg. 

The Tech gun scare, which led national news reports for 

hours Thursday, have again highlighted the struggle between the 

rights of gun owners and safety at public colleges and 

universities. 

Five police agencies, including state troopers, searched the 

Tech campus for several hours Thursday after three teenage girls 

reported seeing a man carrying a gun near a dining hall. No sign 

of the man was found. 

Similarly, Christiansburg police, assisted by Montgomery 

County sheriff's deputies, searched Thursday for a man reported 

to be carrying a holstered gun near the health department on 

Pepper Street. They found a man carrying a cellphone on his hip. 

In both cases, even if a man had been carrying a gun, he very 

well may have been in compliance with state laws and university 

policies. 

Unless convicted of a felony or otherwise disqualified from 

possessing a firearm, it is legal to "walk down the sidewalk with 

an unconcealed weapon today. A lot of people don't realize that," 

Christiansburg Police Chief Mark Sisson said. 

The same is true at Tech, the grounds of which are analogous 

to a public sidewalk, university spokesman Larry Hincker said, 

where visitors may legally carry most types of firearms in public 

view -- and where those who hold a valid permit may carry a 

concealed handgun. 

So why issue an alert on a 2,600-acre campus or mount a 

search around the county health department when it's unclear 

whether any law has been broken? 

On the campus that in 2007 lost 33 students and faculty in the 

worst school shooting in United States history, "it is impossible 

http://www.buffalonews.com/sports/other/outdoors/article521855.ece
http://www.buffalonews.com/sports/other/outdoors/article521855.ece
http://www2.nbc4i.com/news/2011/aug/09/would-be-robber-fatally-shot-intended-victim-polic-ar-675058/
http://www2.nbc4i.com/news/2011/aug/09/would-be-robber-fatally-shot-intended-victim-polic-ar-675058/
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to ignore when someone might be brandishing a weapon," 

Hincker said. "We have an obligation to investigate and alert." 

Nine miles away in Christiansburg, police feel a similar 

responsibility. 

"We respond and investigate," Sisson said. "In today's world, 

you just don't take a chance. You deploy the amount of resources 

to handle the situation if it goes bad. If it doesn't, that's a good 

day." 

Christiansburg police receive an average of one or two 

"person with a gun" reports a year, Sisson said. 

But some question if taxpayers can afford so much due 

diligence. 

"At some point, we have to stop panicking and bringing the 

world to a halt every time there is a report of someone carrying a 

gun. Guns are legal in Virginia and America," said Philip Van 

Cleave, president of the pro-gun rights Virginia Citizens Defense 

League. 

As an advocate for open carry of firearms, Van Cleave went 

further, arguing that "letting more [people] carry them for self-

defense takes the panic away as people could protect themselves 

if there is something to the person with the gun." 

But public university administrators are taking pains to keep 

guns off their campuses, and are working to comply with an 

advisory opinion issued last month by Virginia Attorney General 

Ken Cuccinelli. 

For at least two decades, Tech's policies have disallowed 

possession of "unauthorized" firearms in university buildings and 

at university events. In January, the Virginia Supreme Court 

upheld a similar gun ban at George Mason University in Fairfax. 

But in an opinion issued July 1, Cuccinelli stated that while 

university policies may ban open carry by visitors in buildings 

and at events, they are not sufficient to preclude lawful concealed 

carry by visitors. To ban permit holders from carrying concealed 

firearms, the institution's board of visitors must pass a regulation 

codifying that rule. 

To pass a regulation, a university or college board must 

follow the Virginia Register Act. It requires publishing notice of 

the new regulation before voting, and soliciting public comment. 

Tech officials are working to upgrade the university's policy 

to a regulation, Hincker said. 

Private universities, meanwhile, may ban all weapons -- 

concealed or not -- on campus by posting notices. Violators can 

be charged with criminal trespass. 

Cuccinelli's opinion, which relates only to public colleges, 

has not been tested in the courts. It also does not apply to 

students or employees governed by administrative policies. 

At Tech, students and employees other than military and law 

enforcement personnel may not bring or keep firearms on 

campus. But under conduct rules, students living on campus who 

are qualified to legally possess a firearm may keep it at the 

campus police department. 

Radford University similarly bars students and employees 

from possessing unauthorized weapons under administrative 

conduct policies. University spokesman and Chief Financial 

Officer Richard Alvarez said Radford officials are working with 

legal counsel to determine if any changes to its rules are 

necessary to keep unauthorized weapons off campus. 

http://www.roanoke.com/news/roanoke/wb/295534 

 

11-08-09 Privacy Groups Protest Massive DHS Database of 

Secret Watchlists 

Homeland Security plans to operate a massive new database 

of names, photos, birthdays and biometrics called Watchlist 

Service, duplicated from the FBI's Terrorist Screening Database 

which has proven not to be accurate many times in the past. DHS 

wants to exempt the Watchlist Service from Privacy Act 

provisions, meaning you will never know if you are wrongfully 

listed. Privacy groups worried about inaccurate info and mission 

creep have filed a protest, arguing the Privacy Act says DHS 

must notify subject of government surveillance. 

Homeland Security has a plan to expand its Watchlist Service 

by duplicating the FBI's existing system of watchlist records and 

then feed that info into a massive database in which more 

government people would have immediate access. According to 

the FBI, the consolidated Terrorist Watchlist is "one of the most 

effective counterterrorism tools for the U.S. government." But 

according to the ACLU, FBI spying on free speech is nearly at 

Cold War levels and that the FBI lied to the Justice Department 

about continuing improper surveillance of peace groups. So it's 

not some kind of conspiracy theory, it's a fact that innocent 

people end up on terrorist watchlists.  

So now Homeland Security has proposed to exempt portions 

of its Use of the Terrorist Screening Database System of Records 

"from Privacy Act provisions because of criminal, civil, and 

administrative enforcement requirements." The system of records 

to be duplicated and expanded into the DHS Watchlist Service 

will include each suspected terrorists' name, place and date of 

birth, driver's license and passport info, photos and biometric 

data, and other personal info. 

This newly proposed DHS Watchlist Service will combine 

four different DHS systems of records including the TSA-

managed Transportation Security Threat Assessment System and 

TSA's Secure Flight Records, Treasury Enforcement 

Communication System (TECS) managed by Custom and Border 

Protection (CBP) Passenger Systems Program Office, and 

IDENT which is managed by the US-VISIT Program. In case 

you were unaware, according to the July 13th testimony before 

the Senate Committee on Homeland Security, the US-VISIT's 

IDENT is "fully interoperable" with the FBI's "10-fingerprint-

based" identity system to run against the watchlist and the "FBI's 

entire criminal master file of over 69 million identities in near 

real time." 

The DHS proposal did not please the Electronic Privacy 

Information Center. EPIC then led a coalition of privacy groups 

and civil rights organizations to file a protest to Homeland 

Security's plan to centralize and expand access to the FBI's 

suspected terrorist database. The privacy groups are challenging 

Homeland Security's plan to change the Watchlist Service, "a 

secretive government database filled with sensitive information. 

The agency has solicited comments on the program, which 

entails developing a real-time duplicate copy of the database and 

expanding the groups and personnel with immediate access to the 

records." 

The statement filed by EPIC and the other privacy and civil 

right groups [PDF], points out that DHS has admitted that it 

"does not control the accuracy of the information in system of 

records" and that "individuals do not have an opportunity to 

decline to provide information." Additionally, the DHS Watchlist 

Service attempts to circumvent privacy protections established 

by the Privacy Act. Congress previously found that "the privacy 

of an individual is directly affected by the collection, 

maintenance, use, and dissemination of personal information by 

http://www.roanoke.com/news/roanoke/wb/295534
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Federal agencies. Congress also emphasized that "the right to 

privacy is a personal and fundamental right protected by the 

Constitution of the United States." 

The joint letter argues that the 1974 Privacy Act requires 

Homeland Security to "notify subjects of government 

surveillance in addition to providing a meaningful opportunity to 

correct information that could negatively affect them." 

Furthermore, "secretive government lists without any meaningful 

safeguards present a very real risk of 'mission creep,' in which a 

system is pressed into unintended or unauthorized uses. Under 

this proposal, the agency would have the right to maintain and 

rely upon information it does not know to be accurate, relevant, 

timely, or complete without recourse—the right to subject 

citizens to arbitrary decisions." 

On OMB Watch, Gavin Baker wrote, "DHS' approach twists 

the purpose of the Privacy Act exemptions almost beyond 

recognition. Exemptions should be limited to the time when 

they're needed, and no longer. But the proposed exemptions 

would never expire, even if the subjects in the database aren't 

under active investigation. This isn't necessary to protect the 

integrity of investigations, and it invites abuses. As our comment 

to DHS notes, 'the notion of an investigation that is ongoing in 

perpetuity and without completion would be absurd.'" 

There were already not enough people in Intelligence to 

properly analyze and verify all the suspicious reports, but 

Homeland Security's push for "See Something Say Something" 

just adds to the data flood and is too easily used in a grudge-

match by neighbors who report neighbors as suspicious. Each 

year, the number of people added to no-fly and terrorist 

watchlists doubles, according to calculations done by SHFTplan. 

"At this rate, there will be about 550,000,000 people on the 

watch list by 2019, which exceeds the population of the United 

States and then some. By 2023, the watch list will actually 

exceed the population of the entire earth - at which point one can 

speculate that the government of the U.S. will restrict all air 

travel." 

While we certainly don't want terrorists running around free 

to commit mayhem, the way Homeland Security is wanting to 

expand and duplicate the watchlist, yet keep it a complete secret 

from We the People is ludicrous. It's also fairly scary stuff, 

America. Not everyone is a terrorist. How many thousands are 

wrongfully on the watchlist right now? Eventually, as SHFTplan 

suggests, will everyone who does not work for the government 

wind up on the watchlist? If DHS gets its way, you can ask if you 

are on it, but it will never tell you. 

https://www.networkworld.com/community/blog/privacy-

groups-protest-massive-dhs-database-s 

 

11-08-08-ATM Robber Shot With His Own Gun  

ST. PETERSBURG – A robber who was shot in the chest 

with his own gun when he held up a woman at a Regions Bank 

ATM Friday was identified as Almedin Muratovic. 

Muratovic, who is hospitalized in serious condition, faces two 

counts of Attempted Armed Robbery and one charge of being a 

Felon in Possession of a Firearm. 
http://oldnortheast.patch.com/articles/atm-robber-shot-with-his-own-gun 

 
11-08-08 Restaurant Owner Shoots Robbery Suspect 

A Bond Hill restaurant owner fights back when a robber tries 

to steal from him. Police say the man held a gun to the head of 

the owner at Hook Fish and Chicken on Reading Road in Bond 

Hill. Local 12's Tiffany Wilson talks to the victim about the 

terrifying encounter. 

The restaurant stays open until five a.m. on the weekends. 

Just an hour before closing Saturday morning, a man walked in 

and ordered a philly cheesesteak and chicken strips. But the 

owner quickly realized he wanted much more than fast food. "He 

put the gun in my head." 

In that moment, Ali Haaj thought his life was over. "I'm 

thinking that's the last day of my life you know. Because he can 

shoot you, he can shoot all of us." 

Haaj quickly opened the cash drawer and allowed the suspect 

to empty his safe. Then, while the suspect loaded dimes, nickles 

and dollar bills into plastic carry out bags... Haaj grabbed his gun 

and snuck out the back door. He crouched behind a delivery van 

waiting for the suspect to walk out.  

When he come outside, I'm trying to stop him, I told him to 

freeze, don't move." 

But the suspect didn't stop - instead he started shooting, 

hitting the van. Haaj didn't back off. "Five feet between me and 

him, I shoot him in the legs." 

Haaj says the suspect tried to take off with $4000 in cash and 

two carry out meals. He didn't make it far. Employees of the 

Hook Fish and Chicken held him until police arrived. Haaj says 

he could have killed the suspect - but instead he wanted to give 

him the opportunity to repent. "I hope he will be a nice guy who 

doesn't do bad stuff no more." 

Haaj has run the Hook Fish and Chicken restaurant for six 

years. This was the first time he's been robbed. 

The suspect was taken to University Hospital for treatment. 

No word yet on his name or charges. 

Haaj did get his money back. He tells us his delivery van will 

need major repairs because one of the bullets went through the 

radiator. 

http://www.local12.com/news/local/story/Restaurant-Owner-

Shoots-Robbery-Suspect/pHXuxGDEBUqJsuP0-qnu7Q.cspx 

 

11-08-08-Applebee's Diner Shoots Mugger 

ST. PETERSBURG – An armed suspect wearing a ski mask 

who tried to rob a woman outside the Applebee's Restaurant 

Sunday was shot by her boyfriend. 

Anthony Hauser, 17, was shot four times by Raven Smith of 

St. Petersburg, and is hospitalized in serious condition at 

Bayfront Medical Center, police said. 

Smith, 35, has a pemit to carry a concelaed weapon, police 

said Monday, and acted in self defense. 

The shooting marks the second time in four days when an 

armed robbery is thwarted by a citizen. In both cases, the suspect 

was shot by the victim's boyfriend who observed the crime. 
http://oldnortheast.patch.com/articles/applebees-diner-shoots-mugger 

 

11-08-08-Bryant PD: Woman Shoots Alleged Abductor 

UPDATE: Authorities tell us that the man shot and killed 

Monday in Bryant was 49-year-old Calvin Keith Brown of 

Conway. The weapon found with Brown was a 30.06 Rifle that 

was fully loaded. 

Because the case is still open, the name of the female 

involved has not yet been released. She is not in custody at this 

time. Once the investigation is complete it will be turned over to 

the Prosecutors Office for review. 

(KATV) Bryant - Shots ring out in Bryant Monday afternoon, 

a woman shoots and kills a man she says it's her ex-boyfriend, 

but claims it was self defense. 

https://www.networkworld.com/community/blog/privacy-groups-protest-massive-dhs-database-s
https://www.networkworld.com/community/blog/privacy-groups-protest-massive-dhs-database-s
http://oldnortheast.patch.com/articles/atm-robber-shot-with-his-own-gun
http://www.local12.com/news/local/story/Restaurant-Owner-Shoots-Robbery-Suspect/pHXuxGDEBUqJsuP0-qnu7Q.cspx
http://www.local12.com/news/local/story/Restaurant-Owner-Shoots-Robbery-Suspect/pHXuxGDEBUqJsuP0-qnu7Q.cspx
http://oldnortheast.patch.com/articles/applebees-diner-shoots-mugger
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It happened at about 4:30 p.m. Bryant police were called to 

the corner of Raymar Road and Meadowlake. 

When police arrived on the scene they found the alleged 

suspect taking his last breath and a woman who was very shaken 

up. She told police the man was her ex-boyfriend and he 

abducted her. 

http://www.katv.com/story/15232028/bryant-woman-shots-

alleged-abductor 

 

11-08-08 EXCLUSIVE: Norway Massacre Justifies 

Disarmament? 

A maniac disguised as a policeman went on a bombing and 

shooting spree in Norway, unopposed by responding law 

enforcement for a full 90 minutes. At this writing, eight people 

were killed by a car bomb explosion in Oslo, and less than two 

hours later, 69 people were shot and killed at a youth camp on 

Utoya Island. Per Radar Online, it was ―the deadliest attack by a 

single gunman in history.‖ 

As expected, the anti-gunners went into full blood-dance 

mode. 

The Brady Campaign used the situation to accuse US-

recognized firearms freedoms of being responsible for more 

carnage—citing several examples of mass shootings, albeit not 

mentioning the ones he cited to make their case—Columbine, 

Virginia Tech, Fort Hood—all took place in ―gun free zones,‖ 

where the edicts they demand were in full force. 

New Brady poster boy Colin Goddard, who was helpless 

during the Virginia Tech murders and now endorses laws to 

impose defenselessness on the rest of us, expressed outrage. ―I 

was soon infuriated,‖ he pouted, ―by the gun fanatics in America 

who immediately used this massacre to assert that strong gun 

laws, like Norway‘s, don‘t work.‖ 

Well, they don‘t. Sorry if reality offends you, pal. 

Not to be outdone, Rep. Carolyn McCarthy issued a 

statement actually blaming the Norway shootings on ―lax US gun 

laws.‖ If only, she asserts, we would pass her standard-capacity 

magazine ban into law (what the antis call ―assault clips‖ as a 

convenient sound bite to elicit a fear response from the ignorant), 

foreign terrorists would no longer be able to acquire them. Yeah, 

that‘s what she‘s selling. 

You have to remember that knowing what she‘s talking about 

is not her strong suit—when pressed by MSNBC host Tucker 

Carlson to explain elements of an ―assault weapons‖ ban she 

introduced that included a barrel shroud among prohibited 

features, McCarthy was unable to explain what that was, finally 

postulating it was ―that shoulder thing that goes up.‖ Not content 

with only one class of firearms (gungrabbers never are), she held 

a press conference to ban .50 caliber rifles, introducing New 

York Assemblywoman Patricia Eddington, who authoritatively 

informed attending journalists ―some of these bullets have an 

incendiary device on the tip of it, which is a heat-seeking device, 

so you don‘t shoot deer with a bullet that size. If you do, you 

cook it at the same time.‖ 

British philosophy professor A.C. Grayling didn‘t mess 

around with mere technical details—he went straight for the end 

game—the one the antis accuse gun owners of being paranoid 

about when we claim they ultimately want to ban private 

ownership of firearms. 

―Guns, he writes,‖ should be the subject of worldwide 

outrage. Their manufacture and sale should be a human-rights 

abuse, on which we pour vilification and horror. They should be 

illegal for all but properly constituted, trained and controlled 

agencies of governments, provided of course that the 

governments in question are themselves properly constituted and 

controlled by democratic means in a society where the rule of 

law obtains.‖ 

There‘s the rub, eh, professor? 

http://www.gunsmagazine.com/exclusive-norway-massacre-

justifies-disarmament/ 

 

11-08-07 South Connellsville man shot in S.D. re-

enactment show 
RAPID CITY, S.D. — A man charged in the shooting of three 

tourists in South Dakota during an Old West gun battle re-

enactment says he's "not an outlaw." 

Paul Doering, 49, of Summerset, is charged with being a 

felon in possession of a firearm because of his previous criminal 

record, which includes prison time in Minnesota for assault, 

burglary and escape. Doering told the Rapid City Journal that he 

long ago left his troubled past behind and has since devoted time 

to helping others. 

"Just because I'm a felon and have made mistakes when I was 

younger doesn't make me a terrible person. I'm not an outlaw," 

said Doering, who now works as a truck driver. 

The tourists were hit during a re-enactment staged by the 

Dakota Wild Bunch in Hill City. They use blanks in their guns, 

but authorities say live ammunition was fired in the June 17 

mock gun battle. 

Doering, who had performed two previous times with the re-

enactors, said he borrowed guns that he thought were loaded with 

blanks and that he was shocked and terrified when he realized 

live rounds had been fired. 

"I heard screaming and looked around and saw blood near 

where my daughter and girlfriend were standing," he said. "I 

went into panic mode." 

The bullets shattered a leg bone of Carrol Knutson, 65, of 

Birchwood, Minn.; hit the forearm and elbow of John Ellis, 48, 

of South Connellsville, Pa.; and caused minor injuries to Jose 

Pruneda, 53, of Alliance, Neb. 

Doering said he turned himself into authorities, and his 

girlfriend provided a video of the shootout. 

"The only way I can deal with it is to think positive. I believe 

everything happens for a reason, but I haven't figured out God's 

reason for this one," said Doering, who faces as much as 10 years 

in federal prison if convicted of the charge. His past felonies 

could increase the term to life. 

Doering is scheduled to enter a plea Thursday in federal court 

in Rapid City 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/regional/s_

750459.html 

 

11-08-08 Activists and Politicians Discuss the Right to Carry 

Concealed Weapons on College Campuses 

On Monday, days after reports of a possible gunman at 

Virginia Tech shook the campus and revived fears of the 2007 

attack, an organization that promotes the right of licensed gun 

owners to carry concealed firearms on college campuses brought 

together a number of speakers for a discussion here on the issues 

of gun control and Second Amendment rights. 

The discussion was part of the second national conference of 

the group Students for Concealed Carry on Campus, which was 

http://www.katv.com/story/15232028/bryant-woman-shots-alleged-abductor
http://www.katv.com/story/15232028/bryant-woman-shots-alleged-abductor
http://www.gunsmagazine.com/exclusive-norway-massacre-justifies-disarmament/
http://www.gunsmagazine.com/exclusive-norway-massacre-justifies-disarmament/
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/regional/s_750459.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/regional/s_750459.html
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held at the National Press Club and supported by the Second 

Amendment Foundation. 

Students for Concealed Carry on Campus was founded 

shortly after the 2007 attack at Virginia Tech, in which a gunman 

killed 32 people before taking his own life, and leaders of the 

organization said they have made progress since then in their 

efforts to change attitudes about guns on campuses. 

According to the president of the organization, Daniel 

Crocker, over the last three years, the number of colleges that 

permit people to carry concealed weapons on their grounds has 

doubled, and victories in legislatures and the courts have chipped 

away at gun bans in states like Colorado and Wisconsin. 

While most speakers at the event were supportive of the right 

to possess firearms on university grounds, the organization 

sought to present a "full picture of the campus-carry debate," 

according to Mr. Crocker. 

The gathering featured a debate between the conservative 

academic John R. Lott and Colin Goddard, a survivor of the 

Virginia Tech slayings who is now assistant director of 

legislative affairs for the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun 

Violence. 

Mr. Lott said it is important to focus on the net effect of 

concealed guns in reducing campus attacks. Citing murder-rate 

statistics from Washington, D.C., and Chicago, two cities where 

Supreme Court decisions have overturned broad restrictions on 

gun ownership, he maintained that gun bans do not correspond to 

a lower incidence of violent crime, and he argued that traditional 

law-enforcement techniques do not deter individuals from 

committing multiple-victim public shootings. 

"Rather than repelling crime by having these bans, you 

actually make it more attractive for criminals to commit these 

crimes because they have less to worry about," he said. 

Mr. Goddard, who was shot four times during the Virginia 

Tech attack when he was a senior at the university, reflected on 

that experience and warned against limiting violence prevention 

to the "last possible second," when an attack is occurring. 

Recounting the events of that day in 2007, Mr. Goddard told 

the audience that when the gunman burst into his classroom, 

shock prevented him from seeing the situation clearly. Not all 

students that day were "sitting ducks," though, he said. 

Hypothetical statements implying that guns might have 

lowered the death toll were "offensive," Mr. Goddard said. 

Instead of pinpointing the moment when violence starts, he said, 

"we need to broaden our perspective, we need to look past that 

last second ... when we could have intervened." He suggested 

that preventive measures, such as stricter licensing requirements, 

mental-health checks, and improved campus security and 

emergency planning, would be a more effective approach. 

"We should be proactive, not reactive," he said. 

While the movement to legalize concealed carry has become 

more organized in recent years and has seen some successes, 15 

states have defeated legislation that would have restricted the 

rights of colleges to ban guns on their campuses, and several 

speakers spoke of the hurdles that advocates of concealed carry 

face going forward. 

James Purtilo, a professor of computer science at the 

University of Maryland, said campus-carry legislation would be 

a "hard sell," but that with appropriate, focused message 

campaigns, gun advocates can win public favor. 

Erik Simpson, a state legislator from Idaho, advised students 

in the audience to "expect that the university administration will 

be your biggest opponents, but encourage your students and 

faculty to support your side." 

Alan Gura, a prominent constitutional lawyer who helped win 

the landmark cases dealing with Second Amendment rights in 

Washington and Chicago, said that pro-gun advocates must 

concentrate on winning a foundation of support for concealed 

carry more broadly before tackling the issue of gun possession on 

college campuses, which have been deemed "sensitive places" 

where gun bans have been upheld. "Before we litigate the issue 

of sensitive places," he said, "we still have to litigate the issue 

whether you have a right to carry a weapon outside the home at 

all." 

"This fight is not going to be easy," said Glen Caroline, the 

legislative director of the National Rifle Association who gave 

the keynote at the conference. It will require, he said, a concerted 

effort between national pro-gun groups like the NRA, and 

continuous engagement on and off college campuses. "We are 

training a new tier of grassroots activists who are willing to 

speak up and get involved." 

http://chronicle.com/article/Advocacy-Group-for-Guns-

on/128561/ 

 
11-08-08 NJ atty. offers $5K for proof of church gun 

„buyback‟ legality 

I‘ve written about so-called ―gun buybacks‖ many times over 

the years. Basically I focus on how stupid, counterproductive and 

enabling of both crime and opportunities for negligence they are.  

Attorney and author Evan Nappen posits they may also be 

illegal—and he‘s offering a $5,000 reward to find out. 

From his website, evannappen.com: 

Evan F. Nappen, Attorney at Law and author of 

the “NEW JERSEY GUN LAW GUIDE” is offering 

a $5000 reward to the first person who can show to 

his satisfaction the specific New Jersey gun law 

statutes that authorize  Plainfield churches to act 

as “collection sites” in which persons are paid up 

to $200 in cash with “no-questions- asked” for any 

type of gun from handguns to “assault firearms” 

and said guns are then destroyed without further 

investigation. ) 

Attorney Nappen knows of no New Jersey gun 

law statute allowing 1) the anonymous surrender 

of firearms; 2) the receipt of surrendered firearms 

by churches; 3) the unlicensed transport of guns to 

churches; and 4) the destruction without 

investigation of guns (which may be potential 

criminal evidence or stolen property that should be 

returned to their rightful owners. He would very 

much like to include such laws his next edition of 

the “NEW JERSEY GUN LAW GUIDE”. 
http://www.examiner.com/gun-rights-in-national/nj-atty-offers-

5k-for-proof-of-church-gun-buyback-legality 
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