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Founding Fathers: 

"The house of representatives ... can make no law which will not have its full operation on themselves and their friends, as 

well as the great mass of society. This has always been deemed one of the strongest bonds by which human policy can 

connect the rulers and the people together. It creates between them that communion of interest, and sympathy of 

sentiments, of which few governments have furnished examples; but without which every government degenerates into 

tyranny." --James Madison, Federalist No. 57, 1788 
 

 
 
 

CASTLE DOCTRINE VICTORY! 
by Dr. Charles Gallo 

 “We know that the law is good, if a man use it 

lawfully.” I Timothy 1:8. We have a good law, the 

Castle Doctrine. We also know that the spirit and 

letter of this law is not implemented or used rightly by 

local officials who choose to rule by their own agenda 

and self interests rather than by the law. 

 

I want to thank everyone for their support over the 

last several weeks. Thank you for your phone calls, 

texts, e-mails and most of all for your prayers. This 

overwhelming support helped keep me strong in the 

face of this challenge. My thanks and appreciation, in 

addition, goes to those of you who were able to attend 

the preliminary hearing in Ligonier on December 2nd. 

It was an honor for me to be accompanied by our 

modern day minutemen and women who were there to 

stand with me for freedom. I am always encouraged 

when I see my fellow patriots respond to attacks on 

our liberty. God is not a tyrant. He did not create us as 

sheep in the Garden, but instead, in His love, endowed 

us with choice at the core of our creation. The love of 

freedom lives within our hearts. For those of us who 

have refused to muffle or silence it by succumbing to 

lies and deception, the clarion call will always sound 

its alarm in our hearts when freedom is threatened and 

we will respond and stand together, and when 

necessary, individually. This is the invisible bond that 

unites us. And that is what took place on December 

2
nd

 at Magistrate Denise Thiel’s office. 

 

As you probably know, on October 30
th

 at 

10:00PM, my passenger and I were the victims of a 

random, unprovoked attack by a seriously impaired 

drunk driver whose violent relentless pursuit placed us 

in mortal danger. The severe degree of reckless 

aggression and violence displayed by this individual, 

clearly showed him to have no regard for his own life 

or for ours. I made eight attempts to avoid and escape 

this nightmare to reach a secure place, however, this 

individual continually blocked and obstructed our 

efforts to reach safety. We also communicated with 

911 three times, asking for assistance, but there was 

no timely response. As a result, this situation 

progressed to a point in which we were stopped and 

trapped on a dark isolated road, with no means of 

escape and with a large utility truck driven by a 

madman charging us head on. Facing an immediate 

lethal threat, the use of a firearm opened a momentary 

escape route and we were eventually able to reach 

safety. Without a firearm present for defense in this 

situation, the results would have been caskets and/or 

hospital rooms. My actions turned what would have 

been a tragic outcome resulting in death or serious 

injury into a positive outcome. Initially, I was 

correctly viewed as a victim by the Ligonier 

Township Police. Two days later, however, I was 

charged with several felonies included attempted 

homicide—all for ending a violent attack and saving 

three lives: my passenger’s, my own and even that of 

our attacker. Pressured by the Westmoreland County’s 

DA office, the Ligonier Township Police refused to 

stand up for a law abiding citizen who acted within 

the law to defend himself. 
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Through the tenacious efforts of citizen groups 

such as Firearm Owners Against Crime (FOAC), our 

Pennsylvania legislators, after many years of work, 

gave us a good law, the Castle Doctrine, which 

affirms our God-given right of self defense. The 

problem we face now is how this law is being 

implemented by local officials. All too often these 

officials choose to ‘rule’ by their own agenda or 

special interest rather than by respect for the spirit or 

even the letter of the law. There is as yet no case law 

for the newly effective Castle Doctrine. Those who do 

not respect individual rights and are anti-gun and anti-

self defense, seek to establish legal precedents that 

shred the power of this law. These precedents can then 

be used by them to effectively nullify the law. These 

individuals believe the power resides in the state to 

protect us and tell us it’s their job to protect us (the 

latter a blatant lie), and that we as individuals do not 

posses this power nor do we have the right to possess 

firearms. Evidence the lack of response to the three 

911 calls for assistance and the immediate and lethal 

threat to judge the wisdom of this belief and the 

veracity of their pontifications. Police departments, no 

matter how well run, are mop up crews after the fact. 

They physically can not be there when the threat 

suddenly presents itself—we are on our own. 

 

The legal system, personified by the Westmoreland 

County DA and the Ligonier Township Police, chose 

to ‘throw the book” at me rather than recognize my 

right to defend myself. Our attacker actually received 

lesser charges! I was ‘the guy with the gun’ therefore I 

was automatically wrong. The facts of the case really 

didn’t matter. Because I had the gun I was also the 

one headlined and portrayed in the media in a 

derogatory way as the criminal, led out in handcuffs, 

given a $50,000 bail and time in jail. While our 

attacker, who aimed and fired a 6000 pound missile 

straight at us, simply walked away with lesser charges 

and no bail. His picture never even appeared in the 

news. When it comes to the news and anti-gun bias, a 

large utility truck used as a weapon just does not 

excite like a firearm used in self defense does. 

 

It was only through the work of my attorney’s 

Karen Kiefer and Harry Smail, Jr. (May God bless 

them both!) and the strong support of all the 

minutemen and women who stood with me, that all 

the charges were dropped. All those who were there 

may a clear and strong statement. The legal system 

was fully prepared to make an example of me for 

daring to exercise an individual right. Keep in mind 

that on this day it was me and that tomorrow it could 

be you. Most of us own firearms and many of us 

posses a carry permit. At times we can find ourselves 

thrust into a situation, which is not of our own 

choosing, which we have not in any way sought out or 

contributed to and which through our life patterns we 

have even developed the wisdom and behavior to 

avoid. Yet we can find ourselves instantly, without 

warning, facing a lethal threat and a grave choice. We 

were random victims of this man’s rage—simply the 

first vehicle that he met as he pulled out of the bar. 

My choice was for me and my passenger to survive. 

As a result we traumatized twice, first by the attacker 

and then by the actions of the police and the DA! 

 

Any law abiding citizen choosing to exercise a 

God-given right and acting within the law should be 

protected, not prosecuted or persecuted. However, as 

the system currently exists, should you have to defend 

yourself, in addition to the severe emotional and 

psychological stress that follows the aftermath, you 

will also be traumatized by the legal system. You will 

be subjected to defamation of your personal character 

and professional reputation by a news media which 

cares little about the truth, and you will face financial 

devastation. Your world can be turned upside down in 

an instant, all for doing the right thing. 

 

This is wrong and needs to be fixed. Chris Cox, 

Executive Director of the NRA’s Institute for 

Legislative Action stated, ‘Governor Corbett and 

Pennsylvania lawmakers know that law-abiding 

citizens must have the right to protect themselves 

when criminals attack, without fear of being second 

guessed by an overzealous prosecutor. Crime victims 

don’t have the luxury of time when confronted by a 

criminal and must be able to count on the law being 

on their side.’ PA Representative Scott Perry, a 

sponsor of the Castle Doctrine stated, ‘Our citizens 

who work hard and abide by the rules of decent 

society deserve protection of the law.’ We cannot 

allow local tyrants to trample on our rights and 

liberties by ‘ruling’ through their own agenda and 

special interests. Local elected officials are put in 

place to serve us as stewards entrusted with caring for 

and governing our land—they are not despots who 

rule us. Those individuals, who do not understand 



this, need to be voted out of office. We can have a 

tremendous impact on local elections and it absolutely 

does matter who you vote for. In the recent November 

elections, Westmoreland County residents effected an 

historic house cleaning. There is still more cleaning to 

be done—the DA office is up for election in 2013 and 

it needs to be swept clean. 

 

An individual who favors the power of the state 

and denies our individual rights cannot remain in 

office. It affects too many people. Secondly, more 

work needs to be done with our PA legislators and I 

am in the process of setting up meetings with some of 

them.  They need to know how the law they gave us is 

being implemented and distorted and ignored in the 

field. They also need to work toward laws which 

strengthen our individual rights. Representative 

Saccone is introducing the disparity of force clause to 

the Castle Doctrine in order to strengthen it and to 

clarify its legal intent. Finally we need to continue to 

educate individuals to help increase awareness of the 

continual attack on freedom because without 

vigilance, it will be lost. Tyranny must be fought at all 

levels! 

 

I would welcome your thoughts and comments on 

the foregoing. If you are interested on following 

future efforts and progress, feel free to send me your 

e-mail address.” Dr. Gallo can be reached at: 

espadrgallo@comcast.net 

 

(Editor’s note: Please take a moment to look in the 

mirror and consider how ‘you’ would handle this 

situation!  Tomorrow, next week, next month this 

could be YOU.  Working together we can strengthen 

this law even more and insulate citizens from this kind 

of persecution!  Our work is not yet done!) 

 

**Political Election News & Gun Rights 

Update 
The legislative session and political races are up 

and running with each facing a huge number of issues 

and Article 1, Section 21 (gun owner’s rights) are and 

will be an inseparable part of each. 

 

Politically speaking the entire PA State Primary 

election has been thrown into the proverbial abyss 

ever since the PA Supreme Court, which was upheld 

by the Federal Court, rendered their decision to throw 

out the new redistricting plan and keep the old 2001 

districts.  The charges and counter charges could fill 

up a small book with allegations of ‘incumbent 

protection’ and gerrymandering and partisan 

politicking, etc. 

 

There are going to be a significant number of open 

seats in both the State House and Senate districts and 

this too will dictate another level of scrutiny and 

involvement in those races by FOAC. 

 

On the Federal political issues the race with the 

greatest impact on every citizen is for President.  

Unfortunately the tenor of the debate and candidates 

seem to be driving away many voters as the substance 

of issues has taken a back seat, in many cases, to 

personal attacks on each other.  In a staggering display 

of disaffection for the Republican heirs apparent to the 

Presidency is a recent poll that shows up to 20% of 

Republicans are leaning towards voting for President 

Obama.  Absolutely incredible! 

 

This weekend’s meeting will have numerous guest 

speakers and we encourage you to come and interact 

with each of them on our constitutional issues: 

1.1. Shauna D’Alessandro (39th St. House 
Republican candidate) 

1.2. Congressman Tim Murphy (18th 
Congressional Candidate) 

1.3. Rep. Mark Mustio (37th St. Sen. Dist. 
Candidate) 

1.4. Raja (37th St. Sen. Dist. Candidate) 
1.5. Rep. Rick Saccone (39th St. House Dist. 

Candidate) 
 

For those who argue that elections and voting are 

a waste of time, you may want to refer them to Detroit 

and Dearborn Michigan where Christians were 

confronted at an Arab festival and arrested and then 

subsequently found not guilty of any violation of the 

law.  Civil rights lawsuits have been filed in protest of 

the actions of certain elected officials who clearly had 

no problem with eliminating the 1
st
 Amendment rights 

of citizens in favor of sharia law. 

 

Legislative Issues regarding Article 1, Section 21 

(gun owner’s rights) have been on the front burner in 

Harrisburg since the beginning of the year. 

 

At the forefront of the most recent Pro-Gun 

activity is HB 1523 (sponsored by Rep. Metcalfe), 
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which would hold accountable, civilly, any political 

sub-division that enacts gun laws in defiance of Title 

18, §6120 and Dillon’s Rule.  This legislation, with 

over 70 co-sponsors, finally got a vote in the House 

Judiciary Committee and passed 19-4 and now heads 

to the floor for a full vote of the House.  The anti-gun 

groups are apoplectic over this legislation, especially 

in light of the lopsided loss in the Judiciary 

Committee, and local political sub-divisions elected 

officials are frothing at the mouth that they will be 

held accountable, such as Philadelphia, Reading, 

Lancaster and others. 

 

More pro-gun legislation that is simmering just 

below the surface is itemized below: 

HB 1668 – (Sponsor-Rep. Krieger) Fixing 

Firearms Transportation issues 

HB 1860 – (Sponsor-Rep. Saccone) Expands 

Castle Doctrine protections to recognize Disparity of 

Force 

HB 2127 – (Sponsor-Rep. Krieger) Eliminates the 

burdensome and duplicative PA Instant Check system 

HB 2176 – (Sponsor-Rep. Saccone) Two-Tiered 

Constitutional Carry 

 

Also, don’t forget that the anti-gun groups are 

trying to stage a protest on February 14
th

 of 

Starbucks for allowing citizens to carry firearms in 

their franchises in accordance with the law so ‘please’ 

consider stopping at a Starbucks and showing your 

appreciation of their corporate courage. 

 

Anti-gun Business Alert: FOAC has received 

several reports regarding IHOP restaurants 

(especially the Greensburg location) regarding the 

corporate policy of allowing ‘franchisees’ to ban the 

carrying of firearms in these restaurants. 

 

I contacted IHOP regarding this policy and how 

extensive it was and spoke with 'Adam' who said that 

the policy on firearms is up to the franchise holder and 

seemed to stumble when I explained the significance 

of civil liability and the theft of firearms issue and 

even the handling of firearms in the parking lot for 

customers who tried to comply.  He said he would 

send my comments up the chain of command but that 

'no one' would be able to call me back about this. 

 

**Please see the FOAC meeting agenda for this 

coming weekend at the end of this message for a 

more comprehensive overview as to what will be 

discussed! 

 

Please remember that the gun owner’s 2
nd

 

Amendment Press Conference & Pro-Gun 

Lobbying day in Harrisburg is on May 8
th

 and we 

hope you can be there to help promote our right to 

bear arms and interact with legislators!! 

 

Please consider these thoughts along with the 

newsletters as our continuing effort to encourage 

involvement in not only the elections but in actively 

working with federal and state legislators in defense 

of our rights. 

 

As we add a completely new dimension of 

functionality to the FOAC website it will be necessary 

to send out the newsletter separately from the meeting 

notice until the new components of the website are in 

place.  With that in mind, please review the 

February, 2012 FOAC e-newsletter that represents 

the latest information about the variety of issues that 

are pertinent to our Freedoms.  You are also 

encouraged to forward this information to your friends 

and fellow gun owners. 

Kim Stolfer, Chairman 
 

New York lawmakers discover sympathy for 

unwary travelers 

by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor 

The big news out of New York City is not the wave 

of recent well publicized arrests of a Tennessee 

woman nursing student, a Marine from Indiana or a 

Tea Party leader from California. 

The bigger news came on New Year’s Eve when 

The New York Post and the Associated Press reported 

that some prominent New York lawmakers were 

expressing sympathy for the unwitting innocents who 

were recently arrested for illegal handgun possession 

after reporting to police and security agents that they 

were in possession of otherwise legal handguns. 

Law-abiding Americans who travel into or through 

New York State knowingly or unknowingly with 

handguns that are not licensed in the state but legal 

elsewhere have been running afoul of the state’s gun 

law for years. The 1986 Firearm Owners Protection 

Act doesn’t count, even if the handguns are unloaded 

and in locked containers, especially in the New York 

City and the Albany area. 
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The recent victims of New York’s law included 39-

year-old Meredith Graves, who was visiting the 9-11 

memorial at the World Trade Center site on Dec. 22 

and noticed a sign that said “No guns allowed.” The 

Post reported that Graves asked police where she 

could check her loaded pistol, which she is legally 

permitted to carry in Tennessee. She was immediately 

arrested on a gun-possession charge. 

Graves posted bond and is due back in court March 

19. She faces 3½ years in prison if convicted. 

The Post reported that Assembly Speaker Sheldon 

Silver (D-NYC), one of the legislature’s leading anti-

gunners, said he wants to examine whether the law 

should be relaxed. He reportedly said he would hold 

hearings toward revising the law. 

The Assembly Minority Leader, Republican Brian 

Kolb, also said Graves deserves a break. 

Whether this will translate into action in the 

legislature remains to be seen. The specter of anti-gun 

New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg darkens 

the prospects for a more sensible approach. 

Another tourist now facing charges is Ryan 

Jerome, 28, a former Marine Corps gunner, who was 

enjoying his first business trip to New York City until 

he walked up to a security officer at the Empire State 

Building and asked where he should check his gun. 

The security officer called police and Jerome spent the 

next two days in jail. 

Jerome holds a valid concealed carry permit in 

Indiana. 

Earlier in December, CBS News reported that Tea 

Party Patriots co-founder Mark Meckler was taken 

into custody at LaGuardia Airport after he tried to 

check in for a Delta flight to Detroit with a locked gun 

box containing a Glock pistol and 19 rounds of 

ammunition. 

Meckler, 49, declared the handgun, as required, 

and like Graves and Jerome, he is licensed to carry in 

his home state of California. 

Meckler spent the day in jail. He was arraigned and 

faces a pending a Jan. 12 trial. The GunMag Feb. 

/2012 

 

Democrats issue ‘fatally flawed’ report on 

Operation Fast & Furious 

By Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

A “minority report” from Democrats on the House 

Committee on Oversight and Government Reform that 

points the blame for Operation Fast and Furious at 

officials in Arizona is running into heavy criticism as 

a partisan smokescreen that protects Obama 

administration officials from accountability. 

The 95-page report is titled Fatally Flawed – Five 

Years of Gunwalking in Arizona. It was released 

Tuesday by Rep. Elijah E. Cummings, ranking 

Democrat on the House Oversight committee, 48 

hours before embattled Attorney General Eric Holder 

is scheduled to appear before that committee, chaired 

by Republican Darrell Issa. That hearing is scheduled 

Thursday, Feb. 2. 

Cummings’ report not only lays blame at the feet 

of officials in the U.S. Attorney’s Office and Bureau 

of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives field 

office in Phoenix, it also spends considerable effort in 

linking gun walking back to an earlier program during 

the Bush administration. 

An executive in the firearms industry who asked 

for anonymity told TGM, “The ‘but Johnny did it too’ 

excuse I would expect to hear from my 6-year-old is 

hardly a defense of the indefensible.” 

Operation Fast and Furious allowed an estimated 

2,000 guns to be trafficked to Mexican drug cartel 

gunmen between the fall of 2009 and December 2010. 

It came to an immediate halt with the slaying of 

Border Patrol agent Brian Terry, and the discovery of 

two Fast and Furious-linked guns at the crime scene. 

Iowa Sen. Charles Grassley, who launched the first 

official Capitol Hill investigation into the operation, 

issued a blistering statement after getting a copy of the 

Cummings report. 

“The idea that senior political appointees have 

clean hands in these gunwalking scandals doesn’t pass 

the laugh test,” Grassley said, “especially considering 

we’ve seen less than 10 percent of the pages that the 

Justice Department has provided the Inspector 

General. They ignored the warning signs and failed to 

put a stop to it or hold anyone accountable. 

“Lanny Breuer is a senior political appointee, and 

he admits to knowing about gunwalking as early as 

April 2010,” the senator continued. “Documents 

turned over late Friday night indicate he was still 

discussing plans to let guns cross the border with 

Mexican officials on the same day the Department 

denied to me in writing that ATF would ever let guns 

walk. He stood mute as this administration fought 

tooth and nail to keep any of this information from 

coming out for a year. It will take a lot more than a 

knee-jerk defense from their political allies in 

Congress to restore public trust in the leadership of 
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the Justice Department. The American people want to 

see those who failed to act be held accountable.” 

Grassley’s office is also critical of the Justice 

Department’s response to the senator’s repeated 

requests for documents. In a statement, Grassley’s 

spokesperson noted, “The Justice Department and 

Attorney General Eric Holder initially denied 

gunwalking occurred, but have since withdrawn the 

denials and admitted that ATF whistleblowers were 

right to complain about the reckless tactic.” 

“Despite the constitutional responsibility of 

Congress to conduct oversight of the executive 

branch,” Grassley’s office said, “the Justice 

Department has stonewalled every step of (the) 

investigation.  In fact, the Justice Department has 

provided 80,000 pages of documents to the Inspector 

General, but has provided only 6,000 pages of 

documents to Congress.  Yet, the department has 

provided no explanation for withholding each of those 

74,000 pages.” 

There is much information in the report that is 

damaging to some of the key figures involved in the 

operation, most notably former Phoenix BATF 

Special Agent in Charge William Newell. The report 

quotes an October 2007 e-mail exchanges between 

Newell and then-Deputy BATF Director William 

“Billy” Hoover and Carson Carroll, at the time 

BATF’s assistant director for enforcement programs. 

This exchange dealt with Hoover’s concerns about 

gunwalking during the Bush-era operation, called 

“Wide Receiver.” 

In one key message, Hoover specifically told 

Newell to cease operations and not do anything like 

gun walking again. 

“I’m so frustrated with this whole mess,” Hoover 

wrote, “I’m shutting the case down and any further 

attempts to do something similar. We’re done trying 

to pursue new and innovative initiatives—it’s not 

worth the hassle.” 

Hoover also told Carroll in a separate e-mail, “I do 

not want any firearms to go South until further notice. 

I expect a full briefing paper on my desk Tuesday 

morning from SAC Newell with every question 

answered. I will not allow this case to go forward until 

we have written documentation from the U.S. 

Attorney’s Office re full and complete buy in. I do not 

want anyone briefed on this case until I approve the 

information. This includes anyone in Mexico.” 

Hoover’s other messages underscore his insistence 

that any such operation must have the approval of the 

U.S. Attorney’s Office. He asked at one point, “Have 

we discussed the strategy with the US Attorney’s 

Office re letting the guns walk? Do we have this 

approval in writing? Have we discussed this and 

thought thru the consequences of same?” 

Newell is currently assigned to BATF headquarters 

in Washington, D.C. 

In Cummings’ cover letter accompanying the 

report, he acknowledges that it contains some 

disappointments, chief among them being the 

omission of any hearing featuring Bush administration 

Attorney General Michael Mukasey. 

“Although this report provides a great amount of 

detail about what we have learned to date,” Rep. 

Cummings wrote, “it has several shortcomings. 

Despite requests from me and others, the Committee 

never held a hearing or even conducted an interview 

with former Attorney General Michael Mukasey. The 

Committee obtained documents indicating that in 

2007 he was personally informed about the failure of 

previous law enforcement operations involving the 

illegal smuggling of weapons into Mexico, and that he 

received a proposal to expand these operations. Since 

the Committee failed to speak with Mr. Mukasey, we 

do not have the benefit of his input about why these 

operations were allowed to continue after he was 

given this information.” 

Again, critics assert, this amounts to more “Blame 

Bush” rhetoric than getting to the bottom of the Fast 

and Furious scandal. The GunMag Feb. /2012 

 

Cuomo Ruffles NY Anti-gunners Urging Shutdown 

of CoBIS 

by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor 

New York Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo (D) has 

proposed shutting down the state’s 11-year-old 

Combined Ballistic Identification System (CoBIS) as 

part of new budget cuts, saying the program has been 

costly and has helped solve too few crimes. 

Some critics of the CoBIS program have claimed 

that it is a wasteful program that has cost over $44 

million since it went into effect on March 1, 2001, and 

has not been used to solve any crimes. 

Cuomo’s proposal would rely instead on the 

federal NIBIN system, or National Integrated Ballistic 

Information Network. 

But Cuomo, who has been tightening the state’s 

belt since his election in 2010, may have a hard sell on 

CoBIS with his fellow Democrats, particularly in the 

State Assembly, which annually rubber stamps almost 
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any anti-gun measure put before it each year. 

Announced on Jan. 24, Cuomo’s CoBIS shutdown 

proposal has already drawn criticism from some 

lawmakers, as well as support. 

Newsday reported that Cuomo’s proposal got 

cheers from some Republicans who have claimed that 

CoBIS, is a “waste of time, money and manpower,” 

but jeers from Democrats—led by Assemblywoman 

Michelle Schimel (D-Great Neck), a perennial 

sponsor of “microstamping” legislation. Schimel 

claimed Cuomo’s proposal was “a step backwards” in 

fighting crime. 

The CoBIS database was originally designed to 

help identify guns used in crimes by comparing 

markings on expended casings from crime scenes with 

shell markings that manufacturers and dealers must 

send to the State Police for every handgun sold in the 

state. But it hasn’t been utilized, the governor’s office 

said. 

“Against the ballistic information for thousands of 

weapons entered into the system since its inception, 

only a few matches have been made and no associated 

crimes have been solved,” Morris Peters, a spokesman 

for the governor’s budget office, said in an email to 

Newsday. 

“Given the frequency of violent crimes being 

committed with firearms that are either reported stolen 

or were transported into the state illegally, CoBIS 

cannot be called an effective crime-fighting tool.” 

Republicans applauded the idea. Last year, the 

GOP-controlled Senate passed a bill to shut the 

database. Sen. Michael Nozzolio (R-Seneca Falls) 

said in memo that ballistics studies showed the 

tracking program was not worth the money or trouble. 

“It’s a failure and waste of taxpayers’ money,” 

added Sen. Lee Zeldin (R-Shirley), co-sponsor of the 

bill, which died in the Democrat-led Assembly, 

according to Newsday. 

There are admittedly over 300,000 digitized 

records in the CoBIS system, according to 

TheGunMag (TGM) sources, but therealso are reports 

that many of the sample cases submitted to the State 

Police have never even been digitized for lack of 

funds and staff. 

The New York State Police annual reports 

reviewed by TGM showed that only two matches 

were cited as having been made by CoBIS in the 2007 

annual report, with no resolution of a single firearms 

crime, and the same figures were again cited in the 

2009 annual report. (No later reports were available.) 

Despite the evidence that CoBIS has been costly 

and ineffective, Schimel told Newsday that the 

national system is severely limited because it collects 

data only from weapons found at crime scenes. “With 

NIBIN,” she said, “you need to find the gun, not just 

the [spent] cartridge.” 

She wants to use the dispute to push for 

“microstamping” ammunition, which she says is more 

effective and won’t cost the state because it doesn’t 

require a database. However, there is no evidence that 

microstamping, an unproven proprietary technology, 

would be anymore productive. Several years ago, the 

California legislature mandated that microstamping 

begin in January 2010 if the state attorney general 

certified the technology that is supposed to imprint a 

unique code on a cartridge when it is fired. So far, 

microstamping has still not been certified in 

California. 

The New York Assembly has twice passed a 

microstamping bill, but it was pulled in the state 

Senate for lack of sufficient votes in 2010, and never 

left the Senate Codes Committee in 2011. 

According to Newsday, Zeldin called the 

microstamping idea “well-intentioned,” but he 

opposed it 

“Microstamping is an unproven technology that 

can be easily defeated with household tools” to deface 

the mechanisms that stamp a cartridge, he said. 

For several years, gunowners and firearms dealers 

in the New York state have been calling for CoBIS to 

be shut down because of the cost and wastefulness. 

Dealers who acquire a used handgun, or do not 

receive a sample cartridge from the manufacturer for 

both new pistols and revolvers, must travel miles to 

take them to one of a handful of State Police centers 

scattered across the state for test firing and 

certification. 

A similar cartridge case database system in 

Maryland has also received criticism from state police 

officials, because of its cost and ineffectiveness. The 
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Issa rips Holder, Justice Dept. over 5th 

Amendment ‘escalation of culpability’ 

By Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

In a blistering two-page letter, Congressman 

Darrell Issa has advised embattled Attorney General 

Eric Holder that the decision by Patrick J. 

Cunningham to invoke his Fifth Amendment right and 

not testify about Operation Fast and Furious “is a 
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major escalation of the (Justice) Department’s 

culpability” in the year-long gun trafficking scandal. 

Cunningham, chief of the Criminal Division in the 

U.S. Attorney’s office in Phoenix, AZ, exercised his 

privilege against self-incrimination on Jan. 24. Issa 

(R-CA), chairman of the House Committee on 

Oversight and Government Reform, subsequently 

warned Holder that, “the Committee will be making 

further document requests of the Department.” 

Holder is scheduled to testify before the Oversight 

Committee on Thursday, Feb. 2. 

“I expect nothing less than the Department’s full 

and complete compliance with these requests,” Issa 

wrote. 

TGM obtained a copy of the Jan. 24 letter, which 

noted that the Justice Department has “denied any 

wrongdoing in Fast and Furious and its response to 

the congressional investigation.” 

“Yet,” Issa wrote, “a senior Department official 

recently indicated that Mr. Cunningham 

misrepresented the facts of Fast and Furious as the 

Department prepared its initial response to the 

congressional inquiry. Senior Justice Department 

officials point to Cunningham as having significant 

responsibility for providing this false information, in 

addition to approving the reckless tactics used in Fast 

and Furious.” 

Cunningham’s attorney, Tobin J. Romero, disputes 

the allegations against his client. 

The decision by Cunningham to invoke his Fifth 

Amendment privilege marks the first time in the year-

long investigation that anyone has taken this step. It 

drew bitter criticism within the gun rights community, 

and from congressional observers, who reason that a 

Justice Department employee should provide facts, 

rather than avoid them. 

“Without Mr. Cunningham’s testimony,” Issa 

wrote, “it will be difficult to gauge the veracity of 

some of the Department’s claims. Main Justice has 

chosen to blame the U.S. Attorney’s Office in 

Arizona, and senior officials in the U.S. Attorney’s 

Office have rejected this accusation. This tension 

renews doubts about the Department’s management of 

the Fast and Furious scandal.” 

There has long been the feeling among those close 

to the investigation that the Justice Department is 

stonewalling the investigations mounted by Issa and 

by Iowa Sen. Charles Grassley early in 2011. On more 

than one occasion, requested documents delivered by 

the Justice Department to Issa’s committee have been 

so heavily redacted as to be worthless. Some pages 

have been entirely blacked out. 

Even more curious, as Issa observed during a 

December hearing on the case by the House Judiciary 

Committee, is that in all of the e-mail exchanges, 

there was not a single one that had Holder’s e-mail 

address. It was during that hearing that Holder told the 

committee he would not provide any documents dated 

after Feb. 4, 2011. Issa, in his letter, called that “an 

arbitrary deadline you created to minimize the public 

fallout over the Department’s cover-up.” 

“Members of the (Oversight) Committee look 

forward to your…testimony,” Issa’s letter concluded. 

“It is now incumbent on you to finally take 

responsibility for this Justice Department scandal and 

the clear management failure that occurred on your 

watch.” The GunMag Feb. /2012 

 

FBI preliminary report finds rime dip in first half 

of 2011 

by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor 

The FBI's Preliminary Semiannual Uniform Crime 

Report (UCR) issued in December indicates that the 

number of violent crimes reported in the first six 

months of 2011 declined 6.4% when compared with 

figures from the first six months of 2010, continuing a 

multiyear downward trend in major crimes. 

The number of property crimes decreased 3.7% for 

the same time frame in 2010. 

The report is based on information from more than 

12,500 law enforcement agencies that submitted three 

to six comparable months of data to the FBI in the 

first six months of both years. 

The downward spiral in crime has continued even 

though the rate of joblessness has continued and the 

number of firearms in private possession has 

increased, two factors often cited as contributing to 

the US crime rate by some commentators. Clearly, the 

data show that neither the economy nor the number of 

guns is a major cause of crime. 

All four offenses in the violent crime category—

murder and non-negligent homicide, forcible rape, 

robbery, and aggravated assault—decreased when 

data from the first six months of 2011 and the first six 

months of 2010 were compared. The number of 

murders declined 5.7%, and the number of rapes 

decreased 5.1%. Robbery declined 7.7%, and 

aggravated assault decreased 5.9% (See the FBI 

chart on this page). 
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Law enforcement agencies in all six city population 

groups reported decreases in violent crime. Cities with 

populations of 50,000 to 99,999 inhabitants recorded 

the largest decrease in violent crime at 7.2%. Violent 

crime also declined in metropolitan counties (7.6%) 

and in non-metropolitan counties (6.4%). 

Violent crime declined in each of the nation's four 

regions. The largest decrease (9.7%) was in the 

Midwest, followed by 6.6% in the West, 5.8% in the 

South, and 3.6% in the Northeast. 

The FBI's semi-annual reported showed that all 

three categories of property crime—burglary, larceny-

theft, and motor vehicle theft—showed declines in the 

number of offenses from January to June 2011 when 

compared with data for the same months of 2010. The 

number of burglary offenses declined 2.2%, larceny-

theft dropped 4.0%, and motor vehicle theft fell 5.0%. 

Each of the six city population groups had decreases 

in the number of property crimes. Law enforcement 

agencies in cities with populations of 100,000 to 

249,999 inhabitants reported the largest drop, 5.1%. 

Property crime in metropolitan counties declined 

3.2%; property crime in non-metropolitan counties 

decreased 0.5%. 

Each region reported declines in the number of 

property crime: 4.4% in the Midwest, 4.0% in the 

West, 3.8% in the Northeast, and 3.0% in the South. 

In the Uniform Crime Reporting program, arson 

offenses are collected separately from other property 

crimes. The number of arson offenses declined 8.6% 

in the first six months of 2011 when compared with 

figures from the first six months of 2010. All four 

regions reported decreases in the number of arsons-

14.5% in the Northeast, 8.8% in the Midwest, 7.8% in 

the West, and 7.0% in the South. The number of 

arsons also fell in all population groups. The largest 

decrease, 13.5%, was reported in cities with 100,000 

to 249,999 inhabitants. 

The falling crime rates have been continuing for at 

last the last five years and the semi-annual UCR 

report for the first half of 2011 suggests that the trend 

might continue throughout the last year after all data 

is collected and processed. 

On the no-so-bright side of related reports, the 

National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund 

reported that 173 officers died in the line of duty in 

2011, up 13% from 153 the year before. 

The nonprofit group that tracks police deaths also 

reported that 68 federal, state and local officers were 

killed by gunfire in 2011, a 15% jump from last year 

when 59 were killed. The GunMag Feb. /2012 

 

Wisconsin’s Experience Proves Citizens Opt for 

Being Armed 

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor  

During the first six weeks after enactment of 

Wisconsin’s new concealed carry statute, more than 

55,000 Badger State residents applied for carry 

permits, and thousands more purchased handguns, 

apparently in anticipation of getting a permit. 

According to the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, by 

mid-December, nearly 25,000 Wisconsinites had 

obtained their permits, and of the 296 who were 

denied by the State Department of Justice (DOJ), a lot 

of the denials were due to faulty paperwork including 

mismatched addresses. Less than two dozen were 

denied because of a serious disqualifying reason. 

The Green Bay Gazette reported that the DOJ 

shifted people around to handle the rush in 

applications, and that additional staff had been hired. 

Wisconsin’s experience is not unlike that of other 

states where concealed carry laws have been adopted 

or reformed to enable all citizens, rather than a select 

few elites, to obtain concealed carry permits and 

licenses. Gone is the discretion exercised by political 

police chiefs and sheriffs who must now, under what 

is called a “shall-issue” law, grant carry permits to any 

citizen of good standing who applies and qualifies 

under that jurisdiction’s requirements. 

This rush to arm is a repudiation of the policies of 

former anti-gun Democrat Gov. Jim Doyle. He twice 

vetoed legislation over the past decade that would 

have created a concealed carry statute in Wisconsin. It 

took a change in governors and the political party in 

power in Madison, the state’s capitol, to get the job 

done. 

Wisconsin’s state constitutional right to bear arms 

provision is relatively new, having been adopted in 

1998. It is plainly understood: “The people have the 

right to keep and bear arms for security, defense, 

hunting, recreation or any other lawful purpose.” 

Prior to adoption of the concealed carry law, 

Wisconsin residents had only open carry as a means 

of exercising their right to bear arms, but local police 

departments, especially in Milwaukee under anti-gun 

Police Chief Ed Flynn infamously announced in 2009 

that he would ignore a finding by State Attorney 

General J.B. Van Hollen that it was perfectly legal for 

citizens to peaceably carry firearms openly. Instead, 
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Flynn told his troops, “…if you see anybody carrying 

a gun on the streets of Milwaukee, we’ll put them on 

the ground, take the gun away and then decide 

whether you have a right to carry it.” 

Flynn’s attitude infuriated Wisconsin gun rights 

advocates, and they supported the election of 

Republican Scott Walker to the governor’s office. One 

of Walker’s first promised acts was to sign concealed 

carry legislation, which took effect Nov. 1, 2011. 

The Wisconsin scenario is reflective of a national 

trend. By some estimates, more than 6.2 million 

Americans are licensed to carry concealed in 49 

states, and that number is steadily climbing. 

For example, take Washington State, where 

concealed carry has been on the books since 1935. For 

many years, the number of people holding concealed 

pistol licenses (CPL) in the Evergreen State hovered 

around 240,000, but over the past couple of years, that 

number has surged. In mid-2011, that state’s 

Department of Licensing reported 337,000 active 

CPLs in circulation. By August, that number climbed 

to 341,000, and in mid-December, the number was at 

almost 349,000, an increase of about 12,000 in about 

6½ months. 

That translates to a lot of hardware, yet the 

homicide rate in Washington State has not climbed 

sharply with the increased number of CPLs. Seattle’s 

homicide rate is at its lowest point in years. 

There could be any number of contributing factors, 

such as continued fear about the economy, concerns 

over police response time due to highly-publicized 

cutbacks in service in many jurisdictions, and the 

recent Supreme Court rulings that affirmed the 

Second Amendment protects an individual civil right 

to keep and bear arms. Couple those rulings with state 

constitutional provisions, and it is clear to a majority 

of Americans that they have a right to own a gun, and 

increasing numbers of them are choosing to exercise 

that right. 

The majority of states have adopted concealed 

carry laws that allow law-abiding citizens to obtain a 

permit or license without fear of being rejected at the 

last moment by some official after having jumped 

through all the legal hoops and met all the 

requirements. In the handful of states that retain 

arbitrary discretionary provisions, such as New York, 

New Jersey, Maryland and California, the Second 

Amendment Foundation is partnering with local 

groups to file lawsuits challenging the 

constitutionality of such provisions. 

Illinois remains the only state without a provision 

of any kind that allows the carrying of firearms for 

personal protection outside the home. 

Meanwhile, in Wisconsin, state officials told the 

Journal Sentinel newspaper that calls to the state’s 

“Handgun Hotline” had spiked sharply in 2011, up 

53% over the same period in 2010. November was the 

heaviest month on record, with more than 10,600 

inquiries, as the new law took effect. 

Eventually, the rush will slow down in Wisconsin, 

but if the national trend is any indication, there will 

not be an ebb anytime in the foreseeable future. 

Badger State residents waited a long time for their 

concealed carry statute, and they are taking full 

advantage of it. The GunMag Feb. /2012 

 

Pittman-Robertson fund marks 75th anniversary 

of program 

This year marks the 75th anniversary of a federal 

program that truly defines the term “success story,” 

and the main beneficiaries have been wildlife and the 

hunters and shooters who continue to provide millions 

of dollars for habitat and conservation. 

In September 1937, then-President Franklin D. 

Roosevelt signed into law the Pittman-Robertson (P-

R) Act, also known as the Federal Aid to Wildlife 

Restoration program. It took effect the following year, 

and in the decades since, this special federal excise tax 

has provided billions of dollars to state wildlife 

agencies for habitat improvement, game conservation 

and enhancement, range development and hunter 

education programs. More than four million acres of 

habitat have been purchased with P-R funds, and tens 

of millions more acres of private land are managed for 

wildlife through landowner agreements. 

It is an excise tax on firearms and ammunition, and 

hunting-related equipment including bows and arrows. 

The funds are administered by the US Fish & Wildlife 

Service and are annually apportioned to the states, 

with about 2% remaining with FWS for administrative 

costs. 

Various on-line histories of the P-R Act estimate 

that hunters and shooters spend approximately $10 

billion annually on firearms, ammunition and 

equipment. This generates somewhere between $175 

and $325 million in excise tax revenues for the P-R 

program. There have been boom years when the 

revenue has been very high, such as 1994 and 1995, 

when Americans flocked to buy handguns and then 

semi-auto rifles and shotguns due to passage of the 
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Brady Law and the Clinton-era ban on so-called 

“assault weapons.” The same phenomenon has been in 

progress since before the election of Barack Obama, 

allowing the firearms industry to remain healthy 

during a period of financial downturn for other 

industries and the economy in general. 

According to Hannibal Bolton, assistant director 

for the FWS Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration 

Program in Washington, DC, the celebration of this 

Diamond Anniversary kicked off at the annual 

Shooting, Hunting and Outdoor Trade (SHOT) Show 

in Las Vegas, NV in mid-January, and there are 

activities and events scheduled throughout the year. 

Steve Sanetti, president of the National Shooting 

Sports Foundation (NSSF) told TGM that these funds 

are becoming more critical than ever in today’s 

economy of shrinking state budgets, because wildlife 

agencies are depending upon them more to maintain 

programs. 

While it may not be widely known, hunters and 

shooters provide the lion’s share of operating funds 

for those state agencies. At the state level, their 

license, tag and permit fees pump millions of dollars 

into the budget, and at the federal level, their 

continuing purchase of firearms and ammunition, 

including handguns and semiautomatic sport-utility 

rifles—the so-called “assault weapons” that are 

demonized by anti-gunners—feed millions of dollars 

more to the states through the Pittman-Robertson 

program. 

Named for its primary sponsors, the late Nevada 

Sen. Key Pittman and Rep. Absalom Willis Robertson 

of Virginia, the Federal Aid to Wildlife Restoration 

program was so successful that it served as the model 

for a federal sportfishing restoration program created 

in 1950 called the Dingell-Johnson Act. Through the 

end of this fiscal year, according to Bolton, some $12 

billion has gone back to the states thanks to these 

programs. 

In the 1930s, sportsmen quickly got behind the idea 

of taking an existing 10% tax on sporting firearms and 

ammunition, and making that a dedicated fund to go 

directly to the Department of Interior rather than into 

the general fund. Each year, hundreds of millions of 

dollars are divided among the states and those monies 

have been used occasionally with private source 

grants from such organizations as the Rocky 

Mountain Elk Foundation, Mule Deer Foundation, 

Ducks Unlimited and other hunting/conservation 

organizations to acquire critical habitat and do other 

projects. 

Bolton told TGM that the P-R program is a prime 

example of a “user pays” scenario, although non-

consumptive users who do not hunt or contribute to 

the fund also benefit. Wildlife and bird watchers are 

frequent users of public lands secured and maintained 

with the help of P-R funding, and non-game species 

also benefit. 

When game habitat is acquired and preserved, 

other non-game species benefit. Shore birds and song 

birds live in the same habitat as waterfowl and/or 

upland species like wild turkeys, grouse, doves, 

pheasant and chukar or Hungarian partridge, 

depending upon the region. Furbearers, rodents, 

muskrats, squirrels and chipmunks, and predators live 

in the same areas as deer and elk, caribou, moose, 

black and grizzly bears, again depending upon the 

region. No wild habitat is devoid of all other life just 

because it might be maintained as deer winter range, 

for example, by some state agency. 

Indeed, P-R funds have been critical in the 

restoration and enhancement of certain game species, 

including whitetail deer and elk, wild turkeys and 

pronghorns. 

Hunting and sportsman/wildlife organizations are 

zealously protective of P-R funds, and when it was 

revealed that millions of dollars of federal wildlife 

money had been misused during the Clinton 

administration, these organizations raised a ruckus. 

Congressman Don Young (R-AK) spearheaded 

hearings into the controversy after whistleblowers 

came forward. Nowadays, sportsmen organizations 

also fulfill a watchdog role, keeping an eye on how 

these funds are used, and state agencies must meet 

certain requirements in order to utilize P-R funds. 

“Hunters and shooters…are the best 

conservationists,” Sanetti observed. 

And Bolton noted that programs protecting and 

enhancing wildlife have kept many species off of the 

Endangered Species list, which is an accomplishment 

in itself. 

In the final analysis, the Pittman-Robertson Act 

appears to have been a stroke of genius that has been a 

cornerstone for wildlife management across the 

nation. The GunMag Feb. /2012 

 

Media notices firearms sales jump during holiday 

season 

by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor 
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Many in the general media took unusual notice of 

the extra healthy pace of firearms and related 

accessories sales that took place during the recent 

holiday season. While most reporters and editors 

focus on the scale of holiday sales every year, this 

year their horizons broadened beyond toys and 

toasters, Smart phones and HDTVs, or clothing, the 

usual commodities tracked as being at the top of many 

Christmas lists. 

But as 2011 came to an end, newspapers and TV 

outlets across the country took special notice of the 

high rate of sales of rifles, shotguns, pistols and other 

outdoor and self-defense gear that they generally 

ignore. 

A CBS station near Albany, NY, even 

interviewed local gun shops. 

“This year it’s really strange because our Black 

Friday, became our Christmas rush and we were a 

little nervous anticipating what was gonna happen, but 

it hasn’t slowed it’s just increased. It’s been 

incredible,” the station quoted Frank Tybush, general 

manager of American Shooter Supply in Colonie, NY. 

According to FBI statistics, background checks for 

prospective gun buyers have gone up 32% since Black 

Friday of last year. 

The National Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF) 

reported at the beginning of January that National 

Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS), 

inquiries in December 2011 set a new record for the 

most background checks in a single month. 

The December 2011 NSSF-adjusted NICS figure 

of 1,410,937 was an increase of 24.5% over the 

NSSF-adjusted NICS figure of 1,133,371 in 

December 2010. For comparison, the unadjusted 

December 2011 NICS figure of 1,854,400 reflects a 

22.6% increase from the unadjusted NICS figure of 

1,512,265 in December 2010. 

This marks the nineteenth straight month that 

NSSF-adjusted NICS figures have increased when 

compared to the same period the previous year. 

“It’s really not that unusual for us to go out and 

buy a firearm and give it to somebody at Christmas,” 

Tom King, president of the New York State Rifle And 

Pistol Association, told CBS6. 

“It’s been a little bit of everything surprisingly. We 

have customers coming in getting hunting weapons 

for their father, upgrading their collections.” explained 

Tybush. 

It’s not all that uncommon now to even find a pink 

gun in the case. At American Shooter Supply, they 

say over the last 5 years they’ve seen a steady increase 

in the number of women purchasing guns. 

“We have seen a remarkable increase from the 

number of women who come in the store, for not only 

handguns but for shotguns and sporting guns,” said 

Tybush. 

ATF Rulings 

The case-by-case basis in which Bureau of 

Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) 

determines via private “letter ruling” firearms design 

and manufacturing regulatory compliance issues is 

being questioned both by members of industry and 

lawmakers on Capitol Hill, according to NSSF. 

Critics are pointing to inconsistent interpretations 

of ATF regulations and a process that relies on 

firearm manufacturers submitting prototypes for 

examination and evaluation testing to find out whether 

the item complies with the law and regulations. 

Rep. Phil Gingrey (R-GA) said “ATF should not 

expect these business owners to comply with moving 

target regulations.” It would help the industry if the 

letters could be considered collectively as a standard 

in the industry, but that has not been the case and 

letters may often seem contradictory. 

NSSF has urged ATF to promulgate objective 

criteria that would provide industry members clearer 

regulatory guidance. The GunMag Feb. /2012 

 

THE BULLET: Gun Related News and Beyond 

Stupid deer on FBI range 

No one ever said deer were smart, and in Virginia 

they are particularly stupid, noted 

OpposingViews.com. The animals have taken to 

hanging out on the FBI shooting range in Quantico, 

just feet away from paper targets. 

“They’re pretty immune to the sound. They don’t 

know what a gun is,” said Sean Boyle, whose very 

long title is, a supervisory special agent bomb 

technician/firearms instructor for the Critical Incident 

Response Group based at the academy, according to 

Associated Press. 

Boyle said the deer like to graze on top of a berm 

just 15 feet away from where FBI marksmen fire off 

more than a million bullets every month. Amazingly, 

there have been no reports of any deer accidentally 

being shot. The GunMag Feb. /2012 

 

In trouble for ham assault 

You can bet the pig farm that a Tennessee man is 

not going to be enjoying a ham dinner at his mother’s 
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house anytime soon, since he allegedly used the ham 

to clobber momma during what The Smoking Gun 

said was an “argument.” 

The suspect in this caper, charged with a 

misdemeanor, was identified as Emanuel Cordell 

Kennedy, 37. He allegedly threw a ham that struck his 

mother, 55-year-old Brenda King, in the back as she 

walked down a hallway in her home. She 

subsequently called the cops. 

Kennedy reportedly insisted he did not intend to hit 

his mother with the ham. Unless throwing a ham is a 

new way to tenderize meat, however, that’s probably 

not going to pass the smell test. The GunMag Feb. 

/2012 

 

Would-be robber cleans up 

A clerk at the We Buy Gold store in 

Hendersonville, NC, punched a would-be armed 

robber and knocked him out cold just minutes after 

the man barged in with a gun and demanded money, 

according to WYFF News 4. 

“When he came through the door he told me he had 

a gun and he even flashed it,” said Derek 

Mothershead. “I stood up and threw my hands up and 

said, ‘Take the money.’ ” Mothershead said the man 

came behind the counter with a bag. 

“I got the money and he had the bag out and 

instead of putting it in the bag I stuck it out and said, 

‘Just take it.’ So, when he reached out, I took a step 

in, I cocked back and preloaded and I hit him hard,” 

Mothershead told News 4’s Mike McCormick. 

The punch knocked out the would-be thief. 

Mothershead was able to grab the man’s weapon and 

realized it was a pellet gun. 

While they waited for police and paramedics to 

arrive after a call to 911, Mothershead gave the 

recovered man a roll of paper towels, sprayed the 

floor with cleaner and told him to clean up his own 

blood. The GunMag Feb. /2012 

 

Politically correct Pentagon 

Sen. Susan Collins (R-ME) in early December 

blasted the Defense Department for classifying the 

2009 Fort Hood, TX, massacre as “workplace 

violence” and suggested political correctness is being 

placed above the security of the nation’s Armed 

Forces at home. 

According to FoxNews.com, during a joint session 

of the Senate and House Homeland Security 

Committee, Collins referenced a letter from the 

Defense Department depicting the Fort Hood 

shootings as workplace violence. She criticized the 

Obama administration for failing to identify the threat 

as radical Islam. 

Thirteen people were killed and dozens more 

wounded at Fort Hood, and the number of alleged 

plots targeting the military has grown significantly 

since then. Lawmakers said there have been 33 plots 

against the US military since Sept. 11, 2001, and 70% 

percent of those threats have been since mid-2009. 

Major Nidal Hasan, a former Army psychiatrist, who 

is being held for the Fort Hood attack, allegedly was 

inspired by radical US-born cleric Anwar al-Awlaki, 

who was killed in a US drone strike in Yemen in late 

September. The two men exchanged as many as 20 

emails, according to US officials, and Awlaki 

declared Hasan a hero. The GunMag Feb. /2012 

 

Dog shoots man 

It wasn’t his dog’s bark or bite that had a Brigham 

City, UT, man concerned, it was the animal’s aim, 

KSL.com reported. 

A 46-year-old Brigham City man was reported 

recovering after a shooting accident that occurred 

while he and a friend had gone duck hunting in late 

November on the north end of the Great Salt Lake. 

The two had their boat in a shallow marsh area when 

the man got out of the boat to either set up or collect 

decoys. He laid his 12-gauge shotgun across the bow 

of the boat, said Box Elder County Sheriff’s Chief 

Deputy Kevin Potter. 

After the man got out of the boat, a dog inside the 

vessel jumped up on the bow and stepped on the gun. 

The gun fired and shot the man in the buttocks. 

Medical crews later removed 27 pellets of birdshot. 
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New York Times blistered for anti-gun bias in 

reporting 

The New York Times is guilty of “shoddy 

journalism” on a purported “expose” of gun laws in 

other states that the newspaper suggested allow 

criminals to have firearms and carry them concealed. 

The story appeared about the time the House of 

Representatives was debating the National Concealed 

Carry Reciprocity Act, which the newspaper has 

editorialized against. 

Firearms journalist Bob Owens authored a 

blistering critique of The Times story, which 

concentrated on the State of North Carolina, where 
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something of a “big deal” was made about 200 permit 

holders who had felony convictions. However, a much 

smaller deal was made of the fact that there are some 

240,000 active carry permit holders in the state. 

He also did some comparisons on the numbers of 

police officers in major departments who run afoul of 

the law, and suggested that if the newspaper wanted to 

compare percentages of cops who get in trouble to the 

percentage of CCW holders, it would be 

embarrassing. 

The bad guys amount to a fraction of the total 

number of legally armed citizens. Owens isn’t the 

only Times critic. The website SayUncle also weighed 

in, comparing the percentage to the number of mayors 

and former mayors—members of Mayors Against 

Illegal Guns, founded by New York’s Mayor Michael 

Bloomberg—who have been convicted of crimes 

against the percentage of Florida concealed carry 

permit holders. 

“Comparatively speaking,” the website noted, 

quoting some information from another website, 

Walls of the City, “Mayors Against Illegal Guns 

members are almost eight times more likely to be 

convicted of crimes than Florida concealed firearm 

license holders—but that number is based on 23 years 

of licenses versus four years of MAIG. Assuming the 

mayors had as much history as the licenses, and 

assuming the same trend (11 mayors convicted in four 

years—a sizeable assumption, but it is all the data we 

have to operate on), you are looking at MAIG 

members being over 45 times more likely to be 

convicted of crimes than Florida concealed firearm 

license holders. How funny is that?” The GunMag 
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Oak Park weighs revised gun law 

Almost 18 months after the US Supreme Court 

struck down the handgun bans in Chicago and 

neighboring Oak Park, IL, officials in the latter 

community are now reportedly crafting new 

regulations aimed at discouraging gun ownership. 

According to the Oak Park Patch, the idea is to 

“limit potential firearm owners” by writing laws that 

consider gun ownership as a “public health issue.” 

Village officials have apparently subscribed to the 

positions of the American Public Health Association 

and the American Academy of Pediatrics that gun-

related crime is a “public health epidemic.” 

The strategy appears to be the brainchild of Village 

Manager Tom Barwin, a former Detroit police officer, 

the newspaper indicated. He complained about the 

“tremendous costs associated with guns” including 

treatment and incarceration. 

According to The Patch, the village board of health 

volunteer panel has been looking at this strategy since 

September. Officials believe the village is on “sound 

legal ground” to adopt its own gun ordinances. The 
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Casper, WY, City Council adopts meetings gun 

ban  

Everyone will have to hang their guns at the door 

before entering the Casper, WY, City Council 

chambers under a new ordinance passed just before 

Christmas. 

In a five-to-four vote reported by the Casper 

Journal, the council approved a controversial measure 

that prohibits bringing a firearm or other deadly 

weapon into any public city government meeting. 

The law drew the ire of a number of gun rights and 

constitutional groups, and is expected to be challenged 

in the state legislature and also the courts. 

“We’ll bring a suit forth,” said Anthony Bouchard, 

executive director of Wyoming Gun Owners, 

following the meeting. “But we’re going to look at all 

the angles first. If we could do something 

legislatively, we’ll work in that venue first.” 

In an hour-and-a-half hearing prior to the third and 

final vote, several audience members spoke for and 

against the ban. 

“James Madison said there are more instances of 

the abridgment of the freedoms of the people by 

gradual and silent encroachments of those in power 

than by violent and threatening action,” said Casper 

resident Doug Bergeron in opposition to the measure. 

“This would be one of those steps. It’s just an 

encroachment; it’s the failure to obey the supreme law 

of the land, the federal and state Constitution both 

claimed to be that. 

“The second question is, ‘Do gun bans work?’” 

Begeron went on to ask. “The answer is no, and I have 

about six cases of facts and statistics and evidence that 

guns bans not only don’t work, but … many times 

have a negative impact on crime.” 

Bergeron suggested rather than pass what he 

believed was an unconstitutional ordinance, having 

police at every meeting would be a more effective 

deterrent. 

“All you have to do is put a sign in front of every 

door that, for your protection, there will be two police 
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officers in every city council meeting. That’s the only 

thing that will stop this kind of attack.” 

“This is serious business folks, this is about not just 

rights, but responsibilities,” said another Casper 

resident, Alan Crowder, noting some people carry 

weapons because they need protection outside of 

council meetings. “Can you guarantee a businessman 

or doctor or a lawyer who may have either done 

something that somebody doesn’t like or something, 

can you guarantee they’ll be protected between the 

council chambers and their vehicle? This ordinance 

keeps them from being able to protect themselves, yet 

are you guys going to take the responsibility? You 

know you’ve got to ask yourself questions like this.” 

Not everyone who spoke was against the 

ordinance. R.C. Johnson said it sets an example of 

good government, particularly for children. 

Casper resident Susan Graham took another side of 

the issue, however, in opposition to the ban, saying 

children need to learn there’s also a place for self-

defense. 

The council also came under criticism for its 

handling of the issue. Bouchard was particularly 

critical of Vice-Mayor Kenyne Schlager. 

Bouchard also questioned a number of aspects of 

the ordinance, raising constitutional and other issues. 

Mayor Paul Bertoglio voted against the ordinance, 

saying he also felt it was unnecessary, and an issue 

that needed to be resolved at the state level. 

“I don’t see where this is going to do anything 

more than make us feel good for a little while, but the 

reality is, in the long run, it’s going to do nothing,” 

Bertoglio said. “It will potentially open up the city to 

spend significant sums of money on legal fees to 

discuss a constitutional issue which I still believe, as 

Senator Jennings said, it’s in the very initial part of 

the statute that says the state legislature has the pre-

emption to address, and the jurisdiction.” 

In the final vote, council members Bertoglio, 

Goodenough, Maury Daubin and Bill Brauer were 

opposed, while council members Sarosy, Meyer, 

Powell, Kim Holloway and Schalger voted in favor. 

The council made two last-minute amendments. 

One would sunset the bill if the Wyoming legislature 

approves open-carry weapons in its chambers (they’re 

currently banned under a governor’s executive order), 

and the other would exclude pocket knives from the 

definition of prohibited deadly weapons. The GunMag 
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Anti-gunners trying new Starbucks boycott 

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

   Nearly two years after the Brady Campaign 

failed in its attempt to force Starbucks Coffee into 

banning armed citizens from its popular coffee shops 

all over the country, a Chicago-based gun prohibition 

group is trying the same thing. 

Kicking off its campaign on St. Valentine’s Day, 

the National Gun Victim’s Action Council (NGAC), 

which claims to have 14 million “gun victim” 

members in its network, wants the Seattle-based 

coffee giant to keep armed citizens out. That goes for 

both concealed and open carry. 

According to Elliot Fineman, who heads NGAC, 

“Starbucks allowing guns to be carried in thousands of 

their stores significantly increases everyone’s risk of 

being a victim of gun violence.” 

“Open and conceal and carry are among the 

reasons there are 12,000 gun homicides each year in 

the US,” Fineman asserted. “If we had England’s gun 

laws we would expect 375 gun homicides each year—

97% less than we have. England’s gun laws are based 

on protecting public safety, ours on maximizing sales 

for the gun industry.” 

Gun rights advocates were quick to counter that 

gun crime has risen sharply in the United Kingdom in 

the years since handguns were banned, and knife-

related crime has soared. 

Starbucks has consistently maintained a neutral 

position, stating only that it operates in accordance 

with the laws of the states where its coffee shops are 

located. 

The brouhaha began more than two years ago when 

the Brady Campaign went on the warpath against 

restaurants and coffee shops in California, where 

patrons were gathering with holstered handguns, 

carried empty under the law in effect at the time. 

However, since then, the California legislature, 

bowing to pressure from anti-gunners, passed a ban on 

open carry of handguns in the state. Other companies 

serving the public did cave to the Brady Campaign 

demands, but not Starbucks. 

During the year following the Brady Campaign’s 

short-lived effort, which failed miserably, Starbucks 

profits actually shot upwards. Despite lots of 

rhetoric—repeated by the current NGAC campaign—

that these coffee shops would become somehow more 

dangerous with armed patrons, Starbucks has posted 

consistently higher profits every financial quarter. 
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Fineman, in a press release, declared that, 

“Starbucks has the legal right to ban guns” in its 

shops. 

In reaction, Alan Gottlieb, chairman of the Citizens 

Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms, 

noted that Starbucks “also has the legal right to serve 

anyone it pleases.” That includes legally-armed 

citizens, who so far have behaved themselves. 

There have been some violent crimes committed at 

or near a handful of Starbucks locations, but 

investigation of such incidents reveal that none of the 

instigators was legally carrying a firearm. 

The new boycott campaign launched by NGAC 

was dismissed by Citizens Committee for the Right to 

Keep and Bear Arms as an attempt by a gun 

prohibitionist group to use Starbucks as something of 

a surrogate in its “campaign of social bigotry against 

gunowners.” The GunMag Feb. /2012 

 

Obama address disappoints Bloomberg on gun 

control 

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

Anti-gun New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg 

and his colleague, Boston Mayor Tom Menino, have 

urged President Obama to push for more gun control. 

The two are co-founders of Mayors Against Illegal 

Guns (MAIG). 

They were hoping he would use the State of the 

Union speech to advance the anti-gun agenda, and 

capitalize on the fact that retiring Congresswoman 

Gabriele Giffords (D-AZ) left office because of the 

head wound she suffered in January 2011 during a 

public appearance in Tucson. Giffords resigned in 

January just days before the president’s address, 

explaining to her constituents that she needs to focus 

on her recovery, and that it is best for her and the 

people of her district in Arizona for someone else to 

take her place. 

However, the anti-gun mayors were disappointed 

when Obama did not use his speech as a launch 

platform for more anti-gun measures. This was the 

second time Bloomberg’s call on the president to 

capitalize on the Giffords shooting went unanswered. 

In 2011, Bloomberg also urged Obama to take 

advantage of the then-recent Tucson shooting to push 

a tough gun control agenda. 

In a letter to Obama on the eve of his address this 

year, Bloomberg and Menino urged the president to 

exploit the Giffords departure. She had announced just 

days before that she would be voluntarily stepping 

down. 

“We hope her departure from public life will be 

temporary and her return will be swift. And we hope 

that you will take the opportunity to address her 

departure, and the causes of it, in your State of the 

Union Address…” they wrote. 

TGM obtained a copy of the letter, in which the 

two mayors reminded the president that after the 

Tucson, AZ, shooting that left Giffords seriously 

wounded and six others dead, Obama promised to “do 

everything we can to put a stop to the daily death toll 

from gun violence in America.” Among the steps the 

president wanted to take was to tighten up on 

background checks to “keep those irresponsible, law-

breaking few from getting their hands on a gun in the 

first place.” 

But this is an election year, and with the economy 

already turning independent voters away from Obama, 

it is likely that he had no intention of infuriating and 

energizing the firearms community with rhetoric 

aimed at twisting down on their gun rights. 

Bloomberg and Menino maintain that “Criminals 

and other dangerous individuals are still exploiting 

massive gaps in the national do-not-sell database.” 

They offer no evidence that this is accurate, but 

instead alluded to preliminary data that showed 65 

police officers died from gunshot wounds suffered in 

the line of duty in 2011, and they asserted that, “In at 

least 35 of these police killings, the shooter was a 

criminal or other dangerous person who was barred by 

current law from owning a gun, but slipped through 

gaps in the background check system.” 

It is not clear where they got that statistic, since 

background check information is protected by federal 

law, a law that Bloomberg’s MAIG has been battling 

for the past few years. 

Anti-gunners have a new label…again 

There is a new term in the lexicon of gun 

prohibitionists and their press cheerleaders:  “Gun 

Reformer.” 

This has become a substitute for “gun control 

advocate” or “gun prohibitionist,” as indicated by a 

story in The Hill that discussed the anti-gun efforts of 

Mayors Michael Bloomberg of New York and 

Thomas Menino of Boston. 

In describing the attempt by Bloomberg and 

Menino to have President Barack Obama launch an 

anti-gun diatribe during his January State of the Union 

address, The Hill dubbed both mayors as “prominent 
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gun reformers.” The newspaper also identified their 

most recent effort to advance their gun control agenda 

as a “gun-reform push.” 

It wasn’t clear from the article whether The Hill 

invented the term, or picked it up. 

This new term joins a list of other buzz words and 

terms employed by the gun prohibition movement to 

sanitize their campaign to restrict public access to 

firearms. After the 1994 mid-term elections when 

angry gun owners threw out more than 50 Democrat 

members of Congress who voted for the Brady Law 

and the Clinton semi-auto ban, “gun control” became 

“gun safety.” Reporters henceforth began alluding to 

anti-gun legislation as “gun safety measures.” 

Anti-gunners have invariably portrayed their 

agenda items as “sensible” and “responsible,” 

subliminally suggesting that opposing such measures 

would be irresponsible. 

Now the term “gun reformer” suggests that 

proponents of gun control are now trying to reform 

bad laws. The GunMag Feb. /2012 

 

Off-duty ATF agent killed by friendly fire 

An off-duty agent with the Bureau of Alcohol, 

Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives was killed by 

accident when he intervened in an attempted armed 

robbery of his local drug store on Long Island, NY. 

Special Agent John Capano was near his home on 

Long Island when he confronted a career criminal 

identified by WABC as James McGoey, who was 

later found to have been armed only with a realistic-

looking pellet gun. The New Year's Eve shooting 

occurred when McGoey tried to rob the pharmacy of 

prescription medicines, the news agency said. 

A 24-year veteran with BATF, Capano drew his 

own firearm but in the melee that followed, he was 

fatally shot by a retired police officer who had 

responded to the commotion in the pharmacy and 

mistook Capano for one of the robbers, WABC said. 
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Schumer in-law in NJ nominated to be federal 

judge 

Who says the judiciary should be above politics? 

Sen. Charles Schumer's (D-NY) brother-in-law was 

quietly nominated in December to a federal judgeship 

in New Jersey—a move that has some in the Garden 

State crying political foul, The New York Post 

reported. 

Kevin McNulty, who is married to Schumer's 

sister, Fran, was named to the US District Court by 

the White House. According to a boilerplate quote, 

President Obama believes McNulty is a "distinguished 

individual" who "will serve the American people with 

integrity and a steadfast commitment to justice." 

New Jersey's two Democrat US senators, Frank 

Lautenberg and Robert Menendez, followed that up 

with their own news release heaping praise on the 

nominee. 

What no one mentioned is that McNulty, 57, was 

the last-minute choice of Lautenberg, who had been 

leaning toward other candidates until surprisingly 

submitting McNulty's name to the White House. 

Lautenberg and his aides have given no public 

explanation for the decision to go with McNulty even 

though the latter had never been publicly touted as a 

contender for the job, which carries life tenure and a 

$174,000-a-year salary. 

"No one knows why he did it," said one person 

involved in the nomination process. "Everyone thinks 

it's all about 2014 and Frank making sure he has 

Chuck in his corner." 

People involved in the judicial-nomination process 

in New Jersey told The Post they believe the surprise 

nomination was a naked political maneuver by the 87-

yearold Lautenberg to stay in Schumer's good graces. 

Schumer spokesman Mike Morey said Schumer 

played no part in his brother-in-law's nod. He insisted 

Lautenberg could never lose Schumer's backing, The 

Post reported. The GunMag Feb. /2012 
 

 
 

Iowa caucus, early primaries really do matter 

every election 

by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor 

Weeks before the Iowa Republican caucus 

balloting on January 3, many political commentators 

in almost every media format began trying to 

denigrate the importance of that event. “Does the 

Iowa vote actually matter,” they began, even though 

most of them had been earning their keep by writing 

and talking endlessly about the very thing they 

claimed was not important. Those who had actually 

traveled to Iowa to stalk the candidates found 

themselves surrounded by the Americans they know 

least about in a part of the nation they frequently refer 

to as “flyover America.” 
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These political pundits have been playing the same 

tune—more intensified—ever since the Iowa results 

became public. Mitt Romney won by the barest of 

margins over Rick Santorum who, just weeks earlier, 

had been relegated to the political scrapheap. 

However, no candidate gained any overwhelming 

advantage. 

This column goes to the printer the day before the 

New Hampshire primary on Jan. 10, and weeks before 

the Jan. 21 South Carolina primary and Jan. 31 

Florida and Oregon primaries. All of these different 

states, and most of those that will follow in 

February—Colorado, Minnesota, Missouri, Arkansas, 

and Michigan—are also part of what the elitists refer 

to as “flyover America,” but each of them is 

important. Each primary, of course, may cause further 

shifts in the strengths of different GOP candidates. 

Those who finish way back in the pack will find it 

more difficult to raise campaign funds, get serious 

media attention and public exposure, retain campaign 

staff and district grassroots voter support. 

While some of the commentators continue to 

downplay the importance of each small state primary, 

every one of these tests will have a bearing on the 

final outcome: the selection of a Republican candidate 

to oppose Democrat Barack Obama. These experts 

overlook the fact that the early primaries are all about 

“retail” politics, where the candidates are required to 

get out and meet voters, often one voter at a time. 

There are few filters between the voters and the 

candidates. The questions posed are often as direct as 

an American can phrase them. And the answers are 

expected to be as direct. 

So far, it seems no Republican candidate has been 

able to garner the level of support needed to be a 

frontrunner. Each candidate seems to have a minor 

base of support, but none has fired up the kind of 

widespread support they will need in November. 

Still, commentators like Craig Crawford on the 

Huffington Post, a left-leaning online news journal, 

continue to defend their thesis that the Hawkeye 

State’s caucuses don’t matter. 

Taking a page from late night comedian Dave 

Letterman, Crawford comes up with his top ten 

reasons “why Iowa doesn’t matter. 

“1. Caucuses don’t even pick binding convention 

delegates,” he says, but doesn’t explain why then so 

many in the media flocked to the state. 

“2. The winner’s raw vote total would fill one 

fourth of an NFL stadium,” he sneers. 

“3. Only 100,000 of the state’s 3 million residents 

participate,” but that’s probably more than show up 

for lots of binding primaries. 

“4. Presidents Gephardt, Huckabee, Harkin, 

Robertson,” he cites in an effort to show how the 

state’s caucus has never launched a successful 

campaigner. 

“5. Saying its worth is “winnowing” the field is 

like the family dog eating table scraps,” Crawford 

says, ignoring the many dogs who live quite well on 

table scraps. 

“6. The winner gets maybe six unbound delegates 

out of more than 1,100 needed for the nomination, 

“7. Iowa has five times more hogs than people,” as 

an elitist might expect in “flyover” country. 

“8. Iowa ranks 30th in population and 22nd in 

obesity,” see point 5, 6 and 7. 

“9. At 96.14-percent Caucasian, Iowa is whiter 

than a Justin Bieber Christmas-in-Norway Special 

(courtesy of Will Durst),” Crawford says, showing 

again that at least the voters in middle America don’t 

meet his standards for diversity, even though the color 

and native languages of a lot of Iowa voters might 

surprise him. 

And Crawford ends with “10. After all this, 41 

percent still can’t make up their minds?!” 

But Crawford, and others like him have probably 

forgotten how much Iowa mattered to the presidential 

aspirations of the late “liberal lion” Sen. Edward 

Kennedy. 

In 1980, Kennedy and his fellow liberals mounted 

a campaign to knock out sitting President Jimmy 

Carter so that Kennedy could take up the family 

mantel in the White House. Apparently they believed 

that the former governor of Georgia wasn’t delivering 

the kind of leadership some in his party wanted during 

his four years as president. 

While many in the top-ranked elite media circles 

and Democrat politics flocked to Kennedy’s banner as 

he challenged Carter, the Democrat caucus voters 

shunned the candidate from Massachusetts, largely 

because, even as devout Democrats, they couldn’t 

stomach the senator’s position on guns for self-

defense and recreation. They went for Carter, shaky as 

he was on the gun issue, instead of Kennedy, and 

because Iowa does matter after all, Kennedy then 

abandoned his campaign. Furthermore, at least some 

Democrats in Congress began to understand why the 

gun rights issue, like Iowa, really does matter. 



At least one anti-gun Democrat congressman from 

Massachusetts told the Wall Street Journal and us at 

Gun Week, that after the 1980 Iowa experience he 

understood that the gun issue was holding up the 

liberal agenda. He remained anti-gun, but he had 

learned that the gun issue could sink a candidate. It is 

not surprising since then that so many liberal 

Democrats have strutted around Iowa and elsewhere 

wearing hunting clothes and carrying shotguns. 

There’s an old expression about clothes making the 

man, but in the case of anti-gunners like Al Gore and 

John Kerry, hunting clothes don’t make a pro-gun 

politician. The GunMag Feb. /2012 
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SAF --NEWS RELEASES 
   

SAF APPEALS JUDGE'S DISMISSAL OF 

MOORE V. MADIGAN CARRY CASE 

(2/6/2012) BELLEVUE, WA - The Second 

Amendment Foundation immediately filed an appeal 

following dismissal of its challenge to Illinois statutes 

that prohibit the carrying of loaded firearms outside 

the home for personal protection in the case of Moore 

v. Madigan. 

The case is named for individual plaintiff Michael 

Moore, and defendant Lisa Madigan in her capacity as 

Illinois Attorney General. Joining Moore and SAF in 

the case are Illinois Carry, and three other private 

citizens, Charles Hooks, Peggy Fechter and Jon 

Maier. 

The complaint was dismissed by Federal District 

Judge Sue E. Meyerscough, an Obama administration 

appointee who formerly served on the Illinois State 

Appellate Court. 

In her ruling, Judge Meyerscough stated, "This 

Court finds that the Illinois Unlawful Use of Weapons' 

and Aggravated Unlawful Use of a Weapon' statutes 

do not violate Plaintiffs' Second Amendment rights. 

The United States Supreme Court and the Seventh 

Circuit have recognized only a Second Amendment 

core individual right to bear arms inside the home. 

Further, even if this Court recognized a Second 

Amendment right to bear arms outside of the home 

and an interference with that right, the statutes 

nonetheless survive constitutional scrutiny." 

In response, SAF founder and Executive Vice 

President Alan M. Gottlieb suggested the judge's 

ruling defies common sense. 

"We look forward to winning this important case 

on appeal even if it means going back to the United 

States Supreme Court for a third time," Gottlieb 

stated. "The Second Amendment does not say, the 

right to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed 

except outside your home or that it only applies inside 

your house. We don't check our constitutional rights at 

the front door." 

Judge Myerscough denied SAF and its co-plaintiffs 

a preliminary injunction against two laws in Illinois 

that make it a crime to carry loaded firearms outside 

the home for personal protection. Instead, she 

supported the state's motion to dismiss the case. 

 

SAF, ANJRPC WILL APPEAL NEW JERSEY 

RIGHT-TO-CARRY RULING 

(1/13/2012) BELLEVUE, WA - The Second 

Amendment Foundation and Association of New 

Jersey Rifle & Pistol Clubs will appeal a federal 

judge's ruling Friday that "the Second Amendment 

does not include a general right to carry handguns 

outside the home." 

Federal Judge William H. Walls, a Clinton 

appointee, dismissed a case filed by both 

organizations challenging New Jersey's handgun carry 

laws, which have all but eliminated the right to self-

defense with a firearm outside the home. 

"The Second Amendment Foundation and 

ANJRPC are prepared to take this case all the way to 

the U.S. Supreme Court, where SAF has already won 

a landmark case defending the rights of gun owners," 

said SAF founder and Executive Vice President Alan 

Gottlieb. 

In upholding the New Jersey law, which effectively 

denies the right to carry a firearm for self-defense 

outside the home, Judge Walls wrote "the protection 

of citizens from potentially lethal force is 

compelling." 

"The judge has it backwards," said ANJRPC 

President Scott Bach. "If he really cared about 

protecting citizens from lethal force, he wouldn't be 

interfering with their constitutional right to defend 

themselves against violent criminals. Ironically, the 

U.S. Supreme Court has repeatedly held that the 

police owe no duty to protect individual citizens, so 

you're on your own when you step outside your home. 

This decision wrongly demonizes those who want to 
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take responsibility for their own safety and turns all 

but a privileged few into helpless victims." 

Particularly disturbing to Gottlieb was Judge Walls' 

comment, "The Supreme Court has found limitations 

on the scope of a constitutional right outside the home 

in the First Amendment context, recognizing a right to 

privately possess obscene materials in the home but 

allowing the states broad power to regulate obscenity 

outside the home." 

"He appears to suggest the right to keep and bear 

arms is an obscenity," Gottlieb said. "I wonder how 

that view might square with Thomas Jefferson or 

James Madison." 

Judge Walls' decision sets the stage for appeals 

which could bring this case to the U.S. Supreme Court 

as early as next year. The case was filed in late 2010 

by ANJRPC, SAF and six individual plaintiffs, 

challenging New Jersey's "justifiable need" standard 

for issuance of handgun carry permits, which is nearly 

an impossible standard to meet. Plaintiffs believe that 

requiring a showing of "need" to exercise a 

fundamental right is unconstitutional. 

 

BLOOMBERG'S SLANDER OF GUN LAW 

VICTIM 'DESPICABLE' - SAF 

 (1/11/2012) BELLEVUE, WA - When Meredith 

Graves of Tennessee traveled to New York for a job 

interview last month and was ensnared by New York's 

restrictive gun laws, it wasn't enough that she may 

face criminal charges for being honest, Mayor 

Michael Bloomberg had to sully her reputation by 

alleging she possessed cocaine. 

The Second Amendment Foundation, upon 

reviewing a video of the mayor's remarks, called 

Bloomberg's comment "despicable." 

"What is the difference between a New York street 

thug stealing a lady's purse," asked SAF Executive 

Vice President Alan Gottlieb, "and Bloomberg, who 

publicly stole Ms. Graves' reputation?" 

Licensed to carry in her home state, Graves was 

with her husband when they visited the Ground Zero 

memorial. She had a small pistol in her purse, when 

she asked where to check the firearm, she was 

arrested. At a subsequent press conference, 

Bloomberg sarcastically told a reporter, "Let's assume 

that she didn't get arrested for carrying a gun. She 

probably would have gotten arrested for the cocaine 

that was in her pocket." 

But the substance was not cocaine, Gottlieb noted. 

It was powdered aspirin, a common remedy for 

headaches. During a subsequent press conference, 

Bloomberg even admitted authorities were not sure 

what the powder was, stating "We just couldn't 

identify it." 

"I am sick and tired of Bloomberg demonizing gun 

owners," Gottlieb stated. "Any politician that would 

get up in front of a microphone and outright lie to the 

media about an innocent victim of his Draconian 

firearms policies is unworthy of holding public 

office." 

"Every mayor who belongs to Bloomberg's anti-

gun-rights Mayors Against Illegal Guns coalition 

should be embarrassed by his remarks and seriously 

reconsider their membership in his organization," he 

continued. "The only thing worse than Bloomberg's 

New York gun laws is Bloomberg himself. If 

Bloomberg ever had any credibility at all it no longer 

exists. His deliberate slander of Meredith Graves is 

reprehensible, and he should be ashamed." 
 

***The Second Amendment Foundation (www.saf.org) is the nation's 

oldest and largest tax-exempt education, research, publishing and legal 

action group focusing on the Constitutional right and heritage to 

privately own and possess firearms. Founded in 1974, The Foundation 

has grown to more than 650,000 members and supporters and conducts 

many programs designed to better inform the public about the 

consequences of gun control. SAF has previously funded successful 

firearms-related suits against the cities of Los Angeles; New Haven, CT; 

and San Francisco on behalf of American gun owners, a lawsuit against 

the cities suing gun makers and an amicus brief and fund for the 

Emerson case holding the Second Amendment as an individual right. 
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CCRKBA SAYS HYPOCRITICAL, ANTI-GUN 

SAN FRANCISCO SHERIFF SHOULD QUIT 

OVER DV CHARGES 

(1/27/2012) BELLEVUE, WA – The Citizens 

Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms 

today called on newly-sworn-in San Francisco County 

Sheriff Ross Mirkarimi to step down as a result of 

domestic violence charges now filed against him. 

Mirkarimi, who was a staunch anti-gun rights 

advocate while serving on the San Francisco Board of 

Supervisors, also has a major problem with hypocrisy, 

said CCRKBA Chairman Alan Gottlieb. The San 

Francisco Examiner reported that the anti-gun 

Mirkarimi owns three handguns, which he had to 

surrender because of the domestic violence charges. 

http://www.saf.org/
http://www.saf.org/
http://www.ccrkba.org/


“Mirkarimi’s case presents a massive irony,” 

Gottlieb observed. “Here’s a man who has supported 

restrictive gun control measures while on the Board of 

Supervisors, and yet he had three handguns. He just 

was elected sheriff, and now he’s accused of a crime 

that, if he is convicted, could cost him his gun rights 

for the rest of his life under federal law. 

“Perhaps Mirkarimi’s biggest problem is that he is 

now exposed as a double-standard elitist,” he 

continued. “News reports about this case over the past 

few days suggest that he may also have an anger-

management problem.” 

Gottlieb said the case also brings focus on a 

domestic violence law that seems to treat people as 

though they are guilty until proven innocent. What 

other law allows the state to deprive someone of 

constitutional rights – in this case, the right to keep 

and bear arms – before they are convicted of a crime? 

“Hardly would we advocate allowing someone 

who has abused a spouse or domestic partner to be 

armed,” Gottlieb stated, “but our justice system isn’t 

supposed to penalize someone until after they’ve been 

found guilty. 

“Someone who has been legally disarmed over a 

criminal charge,” he concluded, “should not be 

permitted to serve as a chief law enforcement officer. 

Someone like Mirkarimi, who has done whatever he 

could to discourage others from owning firearms, 

should admit his world-class hypocrisy and walk 

away from the public arena.” 

 

HOMICIDE DROP WHILE GUN OWNERSHIP 

RISES SHOWS ANTI-GUNNERS WRONG, 

SAYS CCRKBA 

(1/12/2012) BELLEVUE, WA – This week’s 

revelation by the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention that homicide is no longer among the 

leading causes of death in the United States – at a time 

when gun ownership is at an all-time high – shows 

that the gun ban lobby has been wrong, the Citizens 

Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms said 

today. 

“The CDC’s report for 2010 that removes homicide 

from the top 15 leading causes of death in this country 

coincides with a period of record high gun 

ownership,” said CCRKBA Chairman Alan Gottlieb. 

“At the same time, increasing numbers of citizens 

have obtained concealed carry permits and licenses. 

This is pretty strong evidence that rising gun 

ownership does not translate to more violence and 

murder.” 

Gottlieb, co-author of the newly-released 

SHOOTING BLANKS: Why Facts Don’t Matter to 

the Gun Ban Crowd with Dave Workman, noted that 

the CDC has long been a source of data exploited by 

gun prohibitionists. 

“I wonder how anti-gunners will try to spin this 

report,” he mused. “Gun control extremists will have a 

hard time explaining how, after years of repeated 

predictions and warnings that more guns in private 

hands will result in more mayhem, that homicides are 

no longer among the top causes of death in the United 

States. 

“Gun banners can’t have it both ways,” Gottlieb 

continued. “If the data had shown murders on the 

increase, you can bet your life savings that they would 

be screaming ‘We told you so!’ on every front page in 

America.” 

Gottlieb said the CDC report is just one more 

demonstration of how wrong anti-gunners have been 

in their campaign of fear against private gun 

ownership. 

“This new information correlates with national 

crime trends over the past few years, showing 

declining violent crime while gun ownership has 

increased,” he concluded. “You simply can no longer 

demonize gun ownership or the Second Amendment 

as a leading cause of crime.” 

 
 **With more than 650,000 members and supporters 

nationwide, the Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep 

and Bear Arms is one of the nation’s premier gun rights 

organizations. As a non-profit organization, the Citizens 

Committee is dedicated to preserving firearms freedoms 

through active lobbying of elected officials and facilitating 

grass-roots organization of gun rights activists in local 

communities throughout the United States. The Citizens 

Committee can be reached by phone at (425) 454-4911, on 

the Internet at www.ccrkba.org or by email to 

InformationRequest@ccrkba.org. 

 http://www.ccrkba.org/ 
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**Alerts** 

 
As Attorney General Eric Holder Continues to 

Sizzle on the Hot Seat ... 
GOA is on the ground, advising House committee 

members  

 Attorney General Eric Holder is scheduled to 

appear before the House Oversight and Government 

Reform Committee tomorrow morning to answer for 

his failed leadership in regard to Operation Fast and 

Furious. 

 This operation, which was shepherded by 

Obama’s Justice Department, has led to thousands of 

guns being smuggled into Mexico -- and to the deaths 

of two federal agents. Holder has already been caught 

in several lies and appears to be digging in his feet 

even further. 

 Committee Chairman Darrell Issa will be grilling 

Holder once again and has threatened the Attorney 

General with contempt charges if he continues 

stonewalling. 

 Issa warned that if the Attorney General continues 

to obstruct his investigation, “this committee will have 

no alternative but to move forward with proceedings 

to hold you in contempt of Congress.”  

GOA staff has been working closely with House 

committee members, and we will be attending the 

hearings and reporting to you on developments -- both 

public and behind-the-scenes. 

 

Gun Owners Scores a Victory for Individual 

Privacy in the Supreme Court 

The Supreme Court yesterday unanimously sided 

with Gun Owners of America in finding that the 

placement of a Global Positioning Device on an 

automobile constitutes a “search” for purposes of the 

Fourth Amendment. 

The majority opinion in U.S. v. Jones was written 

by Justice Antonin Scalia and follows GOA’s 

reasoning to throw out the “reasonable expectation of 

privacy” test which has been thought to be the 

dominant Fourth Amendment standard in recent years. 

The Obama Administration argued that because the 

police could theoretically follow Antoine Jones’ car, 

he had no “reasonable expectation of privacy,” and 

thus, placing a GPS device on his car was justified. 

GOA argued, however, that this constituted an 

“unreasonable search and seizure” which violates the 

Fourth Amendment of the Constitution.  

This decision will have dramatic ramifications for 

gun owners. Indeed, the Court looked to the Founders’ 

intentions with respect to the Fourth Amendment, 

which, until the latter part of the 20th Century, was 

understood to restrict the ability of police to “trespass” 

upon the persons or property of Americans. 

“This is no less than a fundamental transformation 

of American jurisprudence concerning searches and 

seizures,” according to GOA’s Executive Director 

Larry Pratt. “And it is a transformation which throws 

out fake modern jurisprudence and restores the 

Founders’ intent.” 

The “reasonable expectation of privacy” test 

flowed from a Justice Harlan concurring opinion in 

Katz v. United States, 389 U.S. 347 (1967). Gun 

Owners of America had argued that the Supreme 

Court should jettison that decision by an activist court, 

and a majority of the justices agreed. 

“The ‘expectation of privacy’ test for searches and 

seizures arose without support in the text or historical 

context of the Fourth Amendment, and has proven 

wholly inadequate to protect the American people 

from their government,” argued GOA.  

Four members of the court -- led by Samuel Alito, 

and joined by Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Stephen Breyer, 

and Elena Kagan -- argued for the continuation of the 

“reasonable expectation of privacy test,” but 

concluded that planting a GPS device on a car for 28 

days constituted a Fourth Amendment “search” under 

that standard as well. 

The Obama administration, which had argued that 

planting a GPS device on a car was not a “search” 

under the Harlan standard, was unanimously 

repudiated by the High Court. And the case is being 

cited by the mainstream media as a defeat for Obama 

and his Justice Department, which is led by Attorney 

General Eric Holder. 

Said Pratt: “This is yet another failure by Eric 

Holder, the most corrupt and incompetent Attorney 

General in the history of the Republic.”  

Gun Owners would like to thank its activists for 

their support. Your contributions helps GOA to assist 

in future cases like this at the Supreme Court. 

 

February 07, 2012 - MSNBC calls Lugar 

“Obama’s favorite Republican.” 

http://www.gunowners.org/ordergoamem.htm
http://gunowners.org/store/contribute


And it’s no wonder; Lugar voted for Obama’s anti-

gun Supreme Court nominees, and both the President 

and the Senator support banning guns. 

But don’t take our word for it – listen to what 

Lugar said when he was running for president in 1996 

about his support for the Clinton gun ban. 

In this YouTube video, Lugar brags about his vote 

and implies that supporters of the Second Amendment 

lack “common sense.” The year the so-call “assault 

weapons” ban passed, Lugar also received a 

contribution from leftist George Soros. 

Even worse, Lugar supports the global, UN small 

arms treaty. And if Republicans take back control of 

the Senate – which is likely in 2012 – Lugar will 

become chairman of the Foreign Relations 

Committee. You can bet Lugar will pull out all the 

stops to cram that treaty through the Senate. 

Thankfully, this year we have a tremendous 

opportunity to defeat Lugar. 

Richard Mourdock, Indiana’s current State 

Treasurer, is battling Obama’s favorite Republican in 

the state’s May 8th Republican primary. 

Mourdock is a genuine gun rights supporter. He 

will oppose the anti-gun agendas of Obama, the UN, 

and the leaders of either political party. Richard 

Mourdock has the pro-gun community and grassroots 

conservatives on his side. 

Where Lugar has an advantage is in money, which 

is pouring in from his liberal allies across the country. 

In fact, he is already up on TV misleading voters 

about his record, and he will stay on the air through 

the primary. 

But if gun owners and sportsmen from across the 

country all chip in a few bucks, while we might not be 

able to out raise Lugar, we can ensure that Mourdock 

will have enough to get his message out to the voters. 

So check out this 31-second commercial, and then 

please visit www.richardmourdock.com and click the 

“Donate Now” button. 

Working together, we can send Lugar packing, 

before he does even more damage to our gun rights. 

Thank you for standing with GOA, and for your 

support of Richard Mourdock. 

  

January 30, 2012 - The race for the Republican 

nomination for President is neck and neck.  

The four remaining candidates are spending 

millions of dollars tearing each other apart for the 

chance to take on President Obama in November. 

 But while all eyes are on the Republican 

presidential primary, GOA also has to prepare for 

something that American gun owners don’t even want 

to think about; the possibility of a second Obama 

term. 

 Think about it. A second term for Obama means 

he will be unencumbered with thoughts about 

reelection. 

 His political appointees are already radical gun 

haters. His future picks will be even worse. 

 Executive actions, such as illegally requiring gun 

dealers along southwest border states to report 

multiple long gun sales, will increase.  

 And Obama, along with Secretary of State Hillary 

Clinton, will ratchet up the pressure on the Senate to 

ratify a massive UN Small Arms Treaty. 

So while a lot of folks just don’t want to think 

about four more years of Obama, we have to think 

about it – and prepare for it. 

 The most important elections will be for the 

Senate. An Obama reelection, coupled with anti-

gunner Harry Reid retaining control of the Senate, 

would be a disaster for the country. Defeating just 

four anti-gun Democrats, however, would take the 

gavel out of Reid’s hands. 

 GOA already has identified opportunities to 

pick up pro-gun seats:  

 In Florida, a couple of solid candidates are 

running in a primary to take on Democrat Sen. 

Bill Nelson. 

 Missouri Sen. Claire McCaskill, F-rated by 

GOA, is one of the most endangered Democrat 

Senators. 

 Montana’s Democrat Sen. Jon Tester is facing 

a tough challenge by GOA A-rated candidate 

Denny Rehberg. 

 Ohio State Treasurer Josh Mandel, a solid 

Second Amendment advocate, is mounting a 

vigorous challenge to Sen. Sherrod Brown. 

 Retirements in the Democrat-held states of 

Nebraska, New Mexico, North Dakota, 

Virginia and Wisconsin all represent 

opportunities to switch seats from anti- to pro-

gun. 

The key to stopping the radical Obama agenda is to 

elect as many Second Amendment supporters as 

possible in the Senate. And this is one of the primary 

tasks GOA is undertaking over the next nine months. 

 GOA already has surveyed all the candidates and 

made several key endorsements. Now’s the time to 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ipDpsPuI77E&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ipDpsPuI77E&feature=youtu.be
http://www.richardmourdock.com/


start contacting gun owners and sportsmen in all the 

strategic states to spread the word about the best 

candidates and to make sure all Second Amendment 

supporters are registered to vote. 

 We will also be reaching out to the gun rights 

community over the internet and through mailings. 

We will spread the word with newspaper, magazine, 

radio and television advertisements.  

 Of course, all of these activities cost money. 

That’s where GOA members come in.  

 With your help, we will make sure that control of 

the U.S. Senate does not stay in the hands of Harry 

Reid – the Senate leader who gave us Attorney 

General Eric Holder, Supreme Court Justices Sonia 

Sotomayor and Elena Kagan, and a host of other anti-

gun Obama nominees. 

 If every GOA member and supporter contributes 

$20, $35, $50 or more, we can help send Harry Reid 

to minority status. 

 And it’s not just the Senate we’re interested in. 

GOA will be involved in dozens of House races, 

gubernatorial elections and state legislative races 

across the country. 

 You’ve probably heard people say this is the most 

important election in our lifetimes. I don’t want to 

sound like an alarmist, but that’s probably true.  

 If ever there was a time for the Second 

Amendment community to join forces against a 

common foe, it is now.  

 Click here to take part in this effort. Your 

contribution of any amount will help GOA contact 

hundreds of thousands of gun owners, and send Harry 

Reid packing. 

 
January 27, 2012 - Rep. Gosar Continues to Push “No 

Confidence” in Holder Resolution 
Attorney General Eric Holder -- recently caught 

lying under oath concerning his knowledge of his 

department’s Fast and Furious program -- may be 

moving a step closer to the inside of a jail cell. 

On Thursday, February 2nd, Chairman Darrell 

Issa’s Committee on Oversight and Government 

Reform will hold another hearing on the disastrous 

Fast and Furious operation. 

Arizona Congressman Paul Gosar, a member of 

that committee, is also pushing a resolution of “no 

confidence” in Holder’s management -- or lack of 

management -- of the Justice Department. 

That resolution, H. Res. 490, provides a course of 

action for the momentum generated by that hearing. 

H. Res. 490 finds that, as a result of “Holder’s 

failure to properly control, monitor, or establish 

Operation Fast and Furious, it is likely Mexican 

nationals were killed or wounded by weapons sold 

through this scheme” -- and that the victims of 

Holder’s incompetence included U.S. Border Patrol 

Agent Brian Terry. 

It goes on to resolve that the House has “lost 

confidence” in Holder, which is, basically, a call for 

him to resign. 

Clearly, the Justice Department believes it can 

stonewall Issa’s inquiry and bull its way through 

questions concerning its criminal malfeasance. 

Adoption of the Gosar resolution would make it 

much, much more difficult to do so. 

ACTION: Contact your Representative and urge 

him or her to cosponsor H.Res. 490.  Click here to 

send a prewritten message to your Rep. 

  

January 20, 2012 - Federal Court Supports Illegal 

Obama Multiple Sales Regs 

First - Fox News is reporting that due to an 

amazing outpouring of opposition, the vote on the so-

called anti-piracy legislation -- which could muzzle 

websites like GOA’s -- has been postponed.  

Second - this past Friday, the U.S. District Court 

for the District of Columbia issued a setback to gun 

owners. The issue involved a lawsuit challenging 

Barack Obama’s illegal multiple sales regulations. 

[NSSF v. Jones, Acting Director, BATFE.] 

Through those regulations, Obama has demanded, 

by regulatory fiat, that firearms licensees in four 

southwestern states report multiple sales of certain 

long guns to the federal government.    

 In upholding this action, Judge Rosemary Collyer 

-– a Bush appointee! –- ignored the Constitution, the 

Supreme Court’s decision in the Heller case, and the 

clear language of federal law. 

 Of course, this once again underscores the danger 

of putting all our eggs in the “court basket.” It’s not a 

bad idea to challenge unconstitutional measures in the 

courts, but it’s problematic if we look to them as 

being the ultimate defenders of our gun rights. 

Clearly, they are not. 

 Among other things, Judge Collyer ignored the 

obvious language of the 1986 McClure-Volkmer Act, 

which prohibits the ATF from demanding any 

information on gun owners other than information 

explicitly allowed by statute.  
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 Specifically, the section states: “Such [licensees] 

shall not be required to submit to the Attorney 

General reports and information with respect to such 

records and the contents thereof, except as expressly 

required by this section.” (18 U.S.C. 923(g)(1)) 

 Paragraph (g)(5) allows the Attorney General to 

demand information by issuing a “demand letter,” but 

participants in the drafting of McClure-Volkmer 

affirm that this was not intended to trump the 

paragraph (1) limitation, in order to statutorily 

mandate reporting requirements.  

 To interpret paragraph (g)(5), as Obama and 

Attorney General Holder have interpreted it, is to say 

that there are NO limits on the information the 

Attorney General can demand -– up to and including 

every 4473 in the country. 

 In opening this door, Collyer cited much narrower 

decisions in the Fourth and the liberal Ninth Circuit, 

but expanded them beyond any judicial precedent. 

Citing a test that looked at whether the ATF’s action 

constituted a “clear error of judgment” or was 

“arbitrary or capricious,” Collyer gave all of the 

benefit of the doubt to Obama -– and none to the 

Second Amendment, which wasn’t even considered in 

her 21-page opinion. 

 The decision will presumably be appealed to the 

D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals -– a supposedly 

“conservative” circuit that nevertheless upheld 

ObamaCare.    

 But the larger issue is this: Congress can block 

these regulations by simply cutting off the money to 

implement them. Last fall, we demanded that the 

House include such a prohibition in its giant money 

bill. But congressional leaders ignored the Second 

Amendment community on this and a variety of other 

pro-gun issues, including defunding ObamaCare. 

 It is late in the game. But there is still an 

opportunity to prohibit funding for the multiple sales 

regulations on the annual Department of Justice 

Appropriations bill and the “continuing resolution” 

which will inevitably follow around September 30. 

 True, a lot of damage will have been done by that 

point. But we cannot allow to stand the precedent that 

the Attorney General can seize any and all gun-related 

information, simply by saying he wants it. 

 ACTION: Click here to ontact your 

representative. Tell him Congress must act to block 

funding for the unlawful, anti-gun Obama multiple 

sales regulations. 

  

January 20, 2012 - Holder Adopts “Sergeant 

Shultze Defense” on Fast & Furious -- Continues to 

claim ignorance that DoJ was helping send guns to 

Mexico  

 Attorney General Eric Holder has just testified that 

he spent another year hiding in a hole, oblivious to 

what was going on in his department or even what 

was in his inbox. 

 In testimony before Darrell Issa’s Committee on 

Oversight and Government Reform, Holder’s defense 

was -- in the words of one DEMOCRAT -- the 

“Sergeant Schultz defense”: “I know nooothing!” 

 This, notwithstanding the fact that there were no 

fewer than seven memoranda sent to Holder (as early 

as July, 2010) briefing him on the Fast and Furious 

Operation, and the fact that his department was 

intentionally allowing guns to go across the border to 

Mexican drug cartels. 

 Those guns have already resulted in the deaths of 

over 300 Mexican nationals, in addition to U.S. 

Border Agent Brian Terry.  

 Yet, Holder smugly asserted that he didn’t have 

time to read memoranda forwarded to him by his 

subordinates detailing criminal conduct by his 

department under his watch. (Never mind Holder’s 

assertion today that his management style was one 

that is “hands on.”) 

 Which leads to this question: Could a hedge fund 

manager escape culpability by arguing that he didn’t 

read letters from his subordinates or attorneys warning 

him of criminal misconduct? 

 And another thing: What was Eric Holder doing 

that was so important that the deaths of 300 people 

didn’t warrant any of his “precious” time?  

 Let Holder explain to the families of the dead that 

their lives were trivial because he was so busy 

promulgating illegal regulations governing multiple 

gun sales reporting, unlawfully banning shotgun 

importation, and unconstitutionally justifying non-

recess recess appointments. 

 Holder protested that questioners were 

“disrespecting” his office. But Holder has dragged his 

office and his department into the cesspool. The 

proper response to him is: “Disrespect? What about 

300 murdered Mexicans?” It is time for him to go. 

 ACTION: Click here to contact your senators and 

representative. Demand that they call for Holder’s 

resignation. 
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January 18, 2012 - Senate Moves on Bill to 

“Muzzle the Web” 

Legislation could potentially shut down gun 

websites 

 By now, you are no doubt aware that several 

websites have either gone totally or partially “dark” 

today in protest of the pernicious internet legislation 

that will be coming to a vote next week. Wikipedia 

and Google are just two of the websites which are 

protesting in this manner. 

 And while you may have not paid much attention 

to this story, you need to know that the “muzzle the 

web” legislation these sites are protesting could also 

affect your ability to get gun-related information on 

websites like GOA’s. 

 The reason is that S. 968 could, in its final form, 

allow the Brady Campaign to partially shut down our 

GOA website and our organization (plus many other 

pro-gun websites) with a series of factually accurate, 

but legally frivolous complaints.  

 The Senate bill and its House counterpart have 

accurately been called “a direct attack on the 

underpinnings of the web.” 

 True, many of the most serious “gun problems” 

are in the House counterpart. But the reality is this: 

We are within a few votes of killing the whole 

concept next week in the Senate with only 41 Senate 

votes.  

 But if we allow the so-called “anti-piracy” bill to 

go forward on the HOPE that the worst provisions 

will not make it into the final version -– and we fail to 

eliminate them -– the bill may be unstoppable.    

Here are the “gun problems,” as we see them: 

 Section 103(b)(1) of H.R. 3261 allows any 

“holder of an intellectual property right” to 

demand that PayPal and other payment and 

advertising services stop providing services to 

organizations like ours, thereby shutting off 

our income. 

 How would they do this? Perhaps by arguing that 

we were stealing their intellectual property by quoting 

their lying misrepresentations in our alerts.  

 Is this legally frivolous? Sure it is. But the Brady 

Campaign is the King of Frivolous Complaints: 

 Remember when the Brady Campaign asked 

the Federal Election Commission in 2007 to 

shut down GOA’s ability to post its candidate 

ratings on the Internet? They claimed that we 

were in violation of the McCain-Feingold 

Campaign Finance Reform Act. Thankfully, 

the FEC ruled in GOA’s favor, thus enabling 

us to continue posting candidate ratings 

without restraint. 

 Remember when the Brady Campaign got 36 

state and local jurisdictions to bring frivolous 

lawsuits against gun manufacturers –- not in 

the expectation of winning, but to drain the 

resources of the manufacturers in order to halt 

the manufacture of guns in America?    

This “muzzle the web” legislation will throw the 

doors open to even more frivolous complaints. Could 

we defend ourselves? Yes, we could. We could file a 

counter notification under section 103(b)(5) and spend 

years defending ourselves. But the one thing we did 

learn during the 36 frivolous lawsuits is that the anti-

gun forces in America have very deep pockets.  

And the other problem is that, under section 104, 

our Internet providers would be insulated from 

liability for shutting us down. But they would receive 

no comparable insulation from legal liability if they 

refused to cut us off. 

The Senate version, S. 968, has been amended, at 

the behest of Iowa Senator Chuck Grassley and 

others, to provide many protections which were not in 

its initial form.  

Under section 3, the Attorney General would go to 

court and would have to claim that, because of a 

hyperlink to an offending site, we were “primarily” 

engaged in the theft of intellectual property.  

We would feel a lot better about these protections 

if the Attorney General were not Eric Holder, a 

ruthless ideologue who has demonstrated that he will 

go to any lengths to destroy the Second Amendment.  

So the bottom line is this: H.R. 3261 and S. 968 

would potentially empower the Brady Campaign and 

Eric Holder to go after our Internet site. To do so, they 

would have to make the same frivolous arguments and 

engage in the same lawless activity that they have 

done so often in the past.  

But -– given that we’re within a few votes of 

snuffing out that risk by killing the bill in the Senate -

– we believe it’s the better course of action to do so. 

ACTION: Click here to contact your Senators. 

Ask them to vote against S. 968, every chance they 

get. 

 

January 13, 2012 - Orrin Hatch Picks Up Two Pro-

gun Challengers; 
Two pro-gun conservatives recently announced 

they were running against Utah Senator Orrin Hatch.  

http://capwiz.com/gunowners/issues/alert/?alertid=60412501
http://capwiz.com/gunowners/issues/alert/?alertid=60412501
http://capwiz.com/gunowners/issues/alert/?alertid=60412501


This is welcome news for gun owners. In a Senate 

career that has lasted more than thirty five years, 

Hatch has not been a particularly good friend of the 

Second Amendment. 

During negotiations over the 1986 McClure-

Volkmer Firearms Owners Protection Act -- designed 

to protect gun owners from abuses of the Bureau of 

Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms –  

Hatch sat at the negotiating table next to officials 

of the ATF and argued against the pro-gun positions 

of Sen. Jim McClure.  

Though a senior member of the Senate, Hatch did 

nothing to block camels-nose legislation slammed 

through by Republican leader Bob Dole in the late 

1980s to regulate armor-piercing bullets and outlaw 

non-existent “plastic guns.” 

As ranking member of the Senate Judiciary 

Committee in 1993-4, Hatch refused to filibuster the 

Brady Law, even though it would have been possible 

to kill it. 

He supported the 1996 Lautenberg amendment to 

impose a lifetime gun ban on people guilty of 

“domestic misdemeanors” – a term so amorphous that 

it could apply to spanking your kid or engaging in a 

verbal argument. 

In the wake of the Columbine shooting, Hatch 

voted for amendments which would have effectively 

banned gun shows, made it more difficult to keep a 

loaded gun in your home for self-defense, and 

codified the Bush-era semi-auto import ban.  

This package of legislation was stopped in a 

conference committee only after Hatch and others 

were pummeled relentlessly by tens of thousands of 

GOA activists. 

In 2007, Hatch supported the Veterans 

Disarmament Act—which could strip the Second 

Amendment rights of honorably discharged veterans 

who seek professional counseling following traumatic 

wartime experiences.  

Over the following two years, while GOA was 

working with pro-gun Senators to repeal the gun ban 

in national parks, Hatch voted against repeal before 

voting for it in 2009. 

Last year, Hatch opposed an amendment offered by 

Sen. Rand Paul (R-KY) to exempt gun buyer 

information from the Obama administration’s 

virtually unlimited ability to seize “business records” 

under the reauthorization of post-9/11 legislation. 

Sen. Hatch hasn’t exactly stood up to the Obama 

administration, either. He voted in favor of regulatory 

“czar” Cass Sunstein, who favors a ban on hunting 

and who would grant animals legal protections in 

court.  

And, despite repeated pleas from GOA members, 

he voted to confirm Eric Holder as Attorney General. 

In addition to being mired in the Fast and Furious 

scandal, Holder was the point man on gun control for 

President Bill Clinton and is a vocal supporter of 

banning many semiautomatic firearms. 

Thankfully, Orrin Hatch is facing a serious 

challenge in this year’s Republican convention. 

Former State Senator Dan Liljenquist is a stalwart 

pro-gun conservative who understands the dangers of 

compromising with the likes of President Obama.  

And State Rep. Chris Herrod also jumped in the 

race because, he said, “we don’t have much time to fix 

our challenges” as a nation. Both Herrod and 

Liljenquist are “A” rated on gun rights issues. 

The candidates will face off in the state Republican 

convention in April. If no candidate receives more 

than 60 percent of the delegate votes, the top two 

vote-getters will run in a June primary. 

Gun Owners of America welcomes the challenge to 

a Senator with a long history of compromising on 

Second Amendment rights. 

  

January 09, 2012 - Romney, Huntsman Stonewall Gun 

Owners 
As New Hampshire voters get set to head to the 

polls, Mitt and Jon Huntsman continue to ignore 

requests from gun owners that he return the GOA 

candidate questionnaire. 

Thank to your efforts, we’ve heard from most of 

the Republican candidates, including Rick Santorum, 

Newt Gingrich and Ron Paul. But Romney and 

Huntsman continue to turn a deaf ear to the Second 

Amendment community. 

Romney’s stonewalling is no surprise. After all, he 

is on record supporting a semi-auto ban and waiting 

periods for gun purchases. Still, he has the audacity to 

travel around the country claiming to be a supporter of 

the Second Amendment. 

If he truly has “changed his spots,” then why not 

commit in writing to support specific Second 

Amendment issues? 

For instance, would he veto a semi-auto ban, 

something he signed into law as Governor of 

Massachusetts? Will he reverse the Obama 

administration’s support of the massive UN small 

arms treaty? And what about executive orders, gun 



owner registration, and a host of other issues 

important to gun owners? 

Jon Huntsman views on gun rights are largely 

unknown, but as the former Utah governor creeps up 

in the polls in New Hampshire, gun owners are 

becoming increasingly interested in his positions. 

Huntsman said over the summer that he would 

“absolutely veto” a semi-auto ban, but he has not 

elaborated further. 

There are some 100 million gun owners in 

America. It is outrageous for ANY candidate for 

elected office to ignore this vast segment of the 

population. 

ACTION: Please contact the Romney and 

Huntsman campaigns and urge them to complete the 

GOA candidate questionnaire. 

  

Romney campaign contact info 

Email: info@mittromney.com 

Phone: (857) 288-3500 

  

Huntsman campaign contact info 

Webform: http://jon2012.com/contact 

Phone: (603) 836-5643 

  

January 06, 2012 - Santorum Surges, but Still No Gun 

Rights Survey 

Rick Santorum emerged as the latest conservative 

alternative to Mitt Romney in Tuesday’s Iowa 

caucuses, placing second to Romney by a mere eight 

votes. 

Santorum, a former U.S. Senator from 

Pennsylvania, currently holds a “B-” rating from Gun 

Owners of America. That indicates he was with us for 

much--but not all--of the time he was in office. 

It is troubling, therefore, that Santorum still hasn’t 

returned the GOA presidential survey. 

Mitt Romney also has not returned a survey, but 

we know why. He’s already come out in support of 

massive gun control initiatives such as a semi-auto 

ban and waiting periods for gun purchases. Romney is 

the real RINO in this race (Republican In Name Only) 

-- as evidenced by the fact that anti-gun Senator John 

McCain just endorsed him. We also know that Rick 

Perry has an excellent record on guns as Texas’ 

governor, and that Representative Ron Paul is A+ 

rated and has a perfect voting record in Congress. 

Even Newt Gingrich, whose record on gun rights is 

far from perfect, returned a survey. 

This makes it all the more important that Santorum 

clarify his positions by completing the Gun Owners of 

America presidential survey. 

The questionnaire asks about banning firearms, 

registering gun owners, and supporting a massive UN 

gun control treaty--as well as the candidates’ views 

repealing existing gun laws and other issues important 

to gun owners. 

There are nearly 100 million gun owners in 

America. If Santorum is positioning himself as the 

alternative to Romney, then he shouldn’t ignore this 

vast constituency as it continues to asses the 

candidates. 

ACTION: Please contact the Santorum campaign 

right away and urge him to complete the GOA survey. 

You can send an email directly to his New 

Hampshire office at TeamNH@ricksantorum.com, or 

you can also call his New Hampshire office at 603-

518-5199. You can also contact Rick through his 

webform at http://www.ricksantorum.com/contact-us. 

Please call or email today and urge Mr. Santorum 

to fill out his GOA survey. The New Hampshire 

primary is right around the corner, so this is the best 

time to get his attention. 
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February 6, 2012 

 ONE-GUN-A-MONTH LAW REPEALED IN 

VIRGINIA . . . Legislation (HB940, SB323) 

overturning Virginia's one-gun-a-month law is 

now on its way to the governor's desk after 

passing the Virginia Senate today (21-19). 

Gov. Bob McDonnell has said he will sign the 

repeal into law. "We are pleased that the 

Virginia Senate and House of Delegates have 

recognized the importance of repealing one 

gun a month, legislation that rationed the 
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http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=qbu9jncab&v=001Udjluc4seek4n96mN-nNh_O2-vxIl_s_8uIrI0RmeOCtKcTYjAqYmJrzIvwDaoYEL6A0KpLhvkmwvglWIGdCS2c3988e5cK_yW6NZBlqRr73VR1tWvQKGjDUQpZnqbA5Qu_x5FTt-UhDaqdZeyW922oAHBaKPUfQSunNQ9B2fFdWUAU_7sAZ_mD6HzqmsqVWd-tls186toQLV7dVNdyRVxcSdhUK_pE_iF08KzlIC5M9qH0hfVgLQ7ckx18ZFqOFvCKtK-KeWCG6VlFLLUzPg3o3CjH_lDgoDh5UfkA_T7oBMmYUTW-VZIBsVfl0Rmg_mzW9bWa6HU_mOTe-1_ZqAI8DgdZ2BnMBNB_gukyweptZeZsdyBjKEOXHna0kiw31Or0CaJIuB01-jDi2dypHXg%3D%3D


Second Amendment rights of law-abiding 

Virginians," said NSSF Senior Vice President 

and General Counsel Lawrence G. Keane. "We 

look forward to Gov. McDonnell's signature 

on this very important bill." 

 GEORGIA SENATE PASSES BILL ALLOWING 

SUPPRESSORS FOR HUNTING . . . With a 48-5 

vote, the Georgia Senate has passed legislation 

(SB 301) that would allow residents to use 

lawfully possessed suppressors on firearms for 

hunting. The bill now heads to the House. 

 JANUARY NSSF-ADJUSTED NICS 

BACKGROUND CHECKS UP 17.3% . . . The 

January 2012 NSSF-adjusted National Instant 

Criminal Background Check System (NICS) 

figure of 920,840 is an increase of 17.3 percent 

over the NSSF-adjusted NICS figure of 

784,856 in January 2011. For comparison, the 

unadjusted January 2012 NICS figure of 

1,368,816 reflects a 4.3 percent increase from 

the unadjusted NICS figure of 1,312,544 in 

January 2011. This marks the 20th straight 

month that NSSF-adjusted NICS figures have 

increased when compared to the same period 

the previous year. Read more. 

 NEW STUDY ON DEFENSIVE FIREARM USE . . . 
Based on gathered news reports, a new study 

released by Cato Institute reveals how 

Americans defend themselves with firearms 

and prevent much criminal mayhem by doing 

so. Key points from "Tough Targets": the 

overwhelming number of self-defense cases 

involve situations where the gun is never fired; 

media prefer to cover crime stories instead of 

"crime-prevented" stories; and when a gun 

owner does shoot or hold at gunpoint a 

criminal, more than one crime has been 

prevented since the culprit, if not stopped, 

would likely have targeted other individuals. A 

new website will serve as an incident 

clearinghouse. Listen to a podcast interview 

with co-author Clayton Cramer. David Burnett 

of Students for Concealed Carry is a co-author 

 BRADY GUN-CONTROL ORGANIZATION GETS 

NEW PRESIDENT . . . The anti-gun Brady 

Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence has 

elected its new president, Daniel Gross. Gross 

is the co-founder and executive director of the 

Center to Prevent Youth Violence. Read more 

here. 

 

January 30, 2012 

 SUNDAY HUNTING IN VIRGINIA HOUSE . . . A 

bill to repeal Virginia's ban on Sunday hunting 

passed the Virginia Senate last week by a vote 

of 29-11. A bill in the Virginia House of 

Delegates will be heard this Wednesday 

evening (Feb. 1) in the Natural Resources 

subcommittee of the House Agriculture 

Committee. It is imperative that members of 

the subcommittee hear from Virginians urging 

them to vote yes on HB 921. 
 

January 23, 2012 

 2012 FIREARMS SALES OUTLOOK PROMISING 

AFTER RECORD-SETTING YEAR . . . Many 

indicators, including a record-setting 2011, 

show the firearms industry continues to thrive 

in a down economy and that the potential 

exists for another strong sales year in 2012, 

NSSF reported at a press conference at the 

SHOT Show. The $4 billion firearms and 

ammunition industry stands apart from other 

industries that are struggling in the slow 

economy. Demand for guns has continued at a 

robust pace since late 2008. NSSF estimates 

the industry is responsible for approximately 

180,000 jobs and has impact on the U.S. 

economy of $28 billion. 

 IOWA: RESOLUTIONS TO PROTECT 

TRADITIONAL AMMO TO BE HEARD . . . Last 

week the Iowa State Senate Natural Resources 

and Environment Subcommittee and the Iowa 

House Natural Resources Subcommittee 

passed resolutions (SJR2001 and HJR 2001) 

that would remove the Iowa Natural Resources 

Commission's scientifically unfounded 

regulation banning the use of traditional 

ammunition for dove hunting. The full 

committees in both the House and Senate are 

slated to vote on the measures this week 

 NSSF FILES APPEAL IN MULTIPLE SALES 

REPORTING CASE . . . NSSF last week filed a 

notice of appeal in response to a federal court's 

denial of its lawsuit challenging ATF's demand 

for firearm retailers to report multiple sales of 

certain semiautomatic rifles. The lawsuit, 

NSSF v. Jones, was filed last August in U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia 

after ATF had sent demand letters to nearly 
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8,700 federal firearms licensees and 

pawnshops, including law-abiding NSSF 

members, located in Arizona, California, New 

Mexico, and Texas requiring them to report 

multiple rifle sales information. Read NSSF's 

press release. 

 IOWA: RESOLUTIONS TO PROTECT 

TRADITIONAL AMMO TO BE HEARD . . . Last 

week the Iowa State Senate Natural Resources 

and Environment Subcommittee and the Iowa 

House Natural Resources Subcommittee 

passed resolutions (SJR2001 and HJR 2001) 

that would remove the Iowa Natural Resources 

Commission's scientifically unfounded 

regulation banning the use of traditional 

ammunition for dove hunting. The full 

committees in both the House and Senate are 

slated to vote on the measures this week. Read 

NSSF's legislative alert. 

 

January 9, 2012  

 ATTORNEY GENERAL HOLDER TO TESTIFY 

BEFORE HOUSE COMMITTEE . . . Rep. Darrell 

Issa (R-Calif.) has announced that U.S. 

Attorney General Eric Holder will testify on 

Feb. 2 before the House Oversight and 

Government Reform Committee about his role 

and that of the Department of Justice (DOJ) in 

the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 

Explosives' "Operation Fast and Furious." 

Soon after Issa's announcement, the DOJ 

supplied congressional investigators with 482 

pages of subpoenaed internal documents 

relevant to the "Fast and Furious" 

investigation. 

 FELON'S ACCIDENTAL-SHOOTING LAWSUIT 

THROWN OUT OF COURT . . The 

Massachusetts Appellate Court has upheld a 

trial court's decision to dismiss a case 

involving an ex-con who stole a homeowner's 

firearm and accidentally shot and killed 

himself with it. The administrator of the ex-

con's estate attempted to sue both the 

homeowner and Glock. The case was 

dismissed under the Protection of Lawful 

Commerce in Arms Act (PLCAA). 
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(2/9/2012) Top News: 

 USSAF Files Comments to Protect Trapping 

in Maine 

This week, the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 

Foundation filed comments to the U.S. Fish 

and Wildlife Service supporting the issuance 

of an incidental take permit that would help 

protect trapping in the state.  Click here to read 

USSAF’s full comments to the Service. 

 

 Virginia Nuisance Animal Bill Amended to 

Protect Wildlife Conservation  

Bill Amended That Would Have Threatened 

State’s Conservation Efforts 

On January 20th, the U.S. Sportsmen’s 

Alliance issued an alert on a bill that could 

have devastated wildlife conservation efforts 

in Virginia.  As originally written, House Bill 

855 would have classified all Virginia game 

animals and furbearers as nuisance animals.  

Doing so would have allowed these animals to 

be killed year round, without limits, and with 

no regard to population levels. 

 

 Ice Fishing: Remember Safety 

When sub-freezing temperatures swept across 

much of North America recently, it seems that 

many die-hard anglers suddenly thought about 

one topic—ice fishing. 

 

 HSUS Serves America Beefy Burgers 

In an odd twist of trying to gain control of 

America’s stomachs, the Humane Society of 

the U.S. has purchased stock in the Hardee’s 

and Carl’s Jr. restaurant chains. It appears the 

country’s leading animal rights organizations 

purchased the shares to leverage and promote 

its animal welfare agenda…and again try to 

force its agenda unto all Americans. 

 

(2/3/2012) Top News: 
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 Anti-Dove Hunting Bill Introduced in Iowa  

Attack on Number One Game Bird Continues 

For more than a decade, sportsmen in Iowa 

fought for the opportunity to pursue North 

America’s number one game bird – the 

mourning dove.  Last year, the hard work and 

dedication finally paid off as the Iowa 

legislature passed Senate File 464 authorizing 

dove hunting in the state.  Now, just months 

after the first successful dove hunt, anti-

hunting activists are pushing to have the 

season banned. 

 

 Calls Needed to Stop Illinois Assault Weapons 

Ban 

House Bill 1294, introduced by Rep. Edward 

Acevedo (D- Chicago), would prohibit 

acquiring new firearms that are classified as 

“assault weapons.”  The new definition for 

“assault weapon” would include many 

commonly used hunting firearms such as semi-

automatic shotguns with a thumbhole stock or 

a pistol grip.  

 

 Humane Society of the United States Howls 

about Wolves 

Courtesy of the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 

Foundation 

The Humane Society of the United States 

(HSUS) is howling about the new wolf 

management initiatives and recent delisting 

action. 

 

 The Hunt Continues… 

While winter, snow and cold grip some of our 

nation and force many sportsmen indoors; 

there are still many opportunities to go 

hunting. 

 

(1/9/2012) Top News: 

 The Dirty Dozen  

Compliments of the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 

As 2012 begins, it’s important to take note of 

groups that are working against your 

opportunities to hunt, trap, fish and enjoy the 

outdoors. To that effect, here is what we call 

The Dirty Dozen. 

 

 The Resolution that Replenishes 

As the New Year and a new calendar are 

zipping past us, now is the time to make your 

hunting, fishing, trapping and shooting 

resolutions—in case you have not already. 

Most hunters, trappers, and anglers will 

resolve to hunt more animals, trap more 

furbearers, and catch more fish—it’s a given. 

 

USSA News Alerts (above): 

U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance 

 

================================ 

***News Links 
 

12-02-01 Former convict charged in West Chester 

killing 

A former convict described as a "walking time bomb" 

was arrested Tuesday and charged with spraying bullets in 

a West Chester neighborhood last week, killing a 23-year-

old Philadelphia man. 

James J.E. Potts Jr., 28, should have been in a 

Philadelphia halfway house when the gunfire erupted at 2 

a.m. Friday, officials said. 

He has been charged with fatally shooting Towayne 

Uqdah at the corner of Chestnut and North Matlack Streets, 

Chester County District Attorney Tom Hogan said in a 

statement.  

Multiple shots were fired, nine of which hit Uqdah, 

officials said. Another bullet went through the window of a 

residence where a couple was sleeping, and another round 

went through the coat of a witness at the scene. 

Potts, who lists residences in West Chester, 

Downingtown, and Philadelphia, has been charged with 

first-degree murder, reckless endangerment of other 

people, firearms offenses, and related crimes. 

Hogan said Potts has prior convictions for drug dealing 

in West Chester, firearms offenses, escape, assault, and 

resisting arrest. He was on parole at the time of the killing 

and was supposed to be at a halfway house in Philadelphia, 

according to the prosecutor. 

"West Chester is a safer place today because James 

Potts has been arrested, locked up, and charged with 

murder," Hogan said. "Potts is a convicted felon and gun-

toting drug dealer, a walking time bomb." 

West Chester Police Chief Scott L. Bohn said Potts was 

located and taken into custody Tuesday morning by tactical 

teams in the borough. 

"The nature and circumstances of this case illustrate the 

brutal nature of this crime and the actor who committed it," 

Bohn said. "This was an ambush on the streets of West 

Chester, in the area of residential dwellings and on the cusp 

of our town center." 

Bohn said the investigation was continuing. 

http://www.ussportsmen.org/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2979&srcid=8342&srctid=1&erid=10853218&trid=3f0490a7-175b-444a-a549-7db077b9aeaf
http://www.ussportsmen.org/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2980&srcid=8342&srctid=1&erid=10853218&trid=3f0490a7-175b-444a-a549-7db077b9aeaf
http://www.ussportsmen.org/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2980&srcid=8342&srctid=1&erid=10853218&trid=3f0490a7-175b-444a-a549-7db077b9aeaf
http://www.ussportsmen.org/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2981&srcid=8342&srctid=1&erid=10853218&trid=3f0490a7-175b-444a-a549-7db077b9aeaf
http://www.ussportsmen.org/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2981&srcid=8342&srctid=1&erid=10853218&trid=3f0490a7-175b-444a-a549-7db077b9aeaf
http://www.ussportsmen.org/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2982&srcid=8342&srctid=1&erid=10853218&trid=3f0490a7-175b-444a-a549-7db077b9aeaf
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2965&srcid=8256&srctid=1&erid=10734240&trid=dbda560b-22d7-43e3-a459-fc60f049358a
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2966&srcid=8256&srctid=1&erid=10734240&trid=dbda560b-22d7-43e3-a459-fc60f049358a
http://www.ussportsmen.org/Page.aspx?pid=240
http://www.ussportsmen.org/Page.aspx?pid=240


http://www.philly.com/philly/news/local/20120201_For

mer_convict_charged_in_West_Chester_killing.html 

 

12-01-31 Dems: Fast & Furious just 1 of 4 misguided 

probes 

 WASHINGTON - Democrats looking into Operation 

Fast and Furious say a yearlong investigation has turned up 

no evidence that the flawed gun smuggling probe was 

conceived or directed by high-level political appointees at 

Justice Department headquarters. 

The probe, the Democrats say, was just one of four such 

operations that were part of a misguided five-year-long 

effort, during both the administrations of George W. Bush 

and Barack Obama, in the Phoenix division of the Bureau 

of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives against 

firearms trafficking along the Southwest border. 

"Operation Fast and Furious was the latest in a series of 

fatally flawed operations run by ATF agents in Phoenix 

and the Arizona U.S. Attorney's Office," the report from 

Democrats on the House Oversight and Government 

Reform Committee says. 

It is expected to differ sharply with the conclusions of 

Republicans, who will question Attorney General Eric 

Holder about Operation Fast and Furious at a hearing 

Thursday before the committee. 

On Tuesday, the committee's chairman, Rep. Darrell 

Issa, R-Calif., threatened to pursue contempt of Congress 

proceedings against the attorney general on grounds the 

Justice Department has not turned over all the records 

subpoenaed by the committee. Issa gave Holder until Feb. 

9 to comply. 

"Your actions lead us to conclude that the department is 

actively engaged in a cover-up," Issa wrote in a letter to 

Holder. Over three months ago, the panel subpoenaed all 

the Justice Department's records about Fast and Furious 

from after Feb. 4, 2011. 

That was the date the Justice Department incorrectly 

told Congress that ATF had not approved allowing the sale 

of assault weapons to a straw purchaser. On that date, 

Justice told Congress it makes every effort to intercept 

illegally purchased weapons. 

Also that day, Assistant Attorney General Lanny 

Breuer, head of the department's criminal division, 

suggested letting some illicit "straw" weapons buyers in the 

U.S. transport their guns across the border into Mexico 

where they could be arrested. According to an email turned 

over Friday night to Issa's committee, Breuer made the 

suggestion to Mexican law enforcement officials because it 

"may send a strong message to arms traffickers." Mexico 

has more stringent gun control laws with longer prison 

terms than those in the U.S., where small-time "straw" 

buyers working for major arms traffickers seldom face any 

significant jail time. 

Responding to the Democrats' report, Sen. Chuck 

Grassley, the ranking Republican on the Senate Judiciary 

Committee, said that the idea that "senior political 

appointees have clean hands in these gun-walking scandals 

doesn't pass the laugh test ... They ignored the warning 

signs and failed to put a stop to it or hold anyone 

accountable. Lanny Breuer is a senior political appointee, 

and he admits to knowing about gun-walking as early as 

April 2010." 

Beginning six years ago, according to the Democrats' 

report, ATF agents in Phoenix devised a strategy to forgo 

arrests against low-level straw purchasers of guns while 

attempting to build bigger cases against higher-level 

traffickers, a risky tactic known as gun-walking. 

"The committee has obtained no evidence indicating 

that the attorney general authorized gun-walking or that he 

was aware of such allegations before they became public," 

said the Democrats' report, "Fatally Flawed: Five Years of 

Gunwalking in Arizona." "None of the 22 witnesses 

interviewed by the committee claims to have spoken with 

the attorney general about the specific tactics employed in 

Operation Fast and Furious prior to the public 

controversy." 

Rather than halting operations after flaws became 

evident, the ATF's Phoenix division "launched several 

similarly reckless operations over the course of several 

years, also with tragic results," the report said. "Each 

investigation involved various incarnations of the same 

activity: Agents were contemporaneously aware of illegal 

firearms purchases, they did not typically interdict weapons 

or arrest straw purchasers, and firearms ended up in the 

hands of criminals on both sides of the border." 

Operation Fast and Furious came to light following the 

December 2010 slaying of U.S. border agent Brian Terry 

near Nogales, Ariz. Two guns connected to suspects in the 

Fast and Furious investigation were found at the Terry 

murder scene. 

Operation Fast and Furious was the fourth such ATF 

gun-walking probe, according to the Democrats' report, 

which was based on documents collected by the 

committee. 

The first gun-walking probe, said the report, was 

Operation Wide Receiver, in which ATF agents, for over a 

year starting in 2006, watched traffickers buying guns from 

a gun dealer and driving them across the border into 

Mexico. According to a memo by William Newell, who 

was in charge of the Phoenix division at the time, one of 

the suspects told the gun dealer that the "firearms are going 

to his boss in Tijuana, Mexico, where some are given out 

as gifts." ATF officials believed they had sufficient 

evidence to arrest and charge the suspects, but as one agent 

said at the time, "we want it all," according to an email 

between two ATF supervisors in Arizona. 

A year after Wide Receiver began, ATF initiated 

attempts to coordinate with Mexican officials. Numerous 

attempts at cross-border interdiction failed, according to 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/local/20120201_Former_convict_charged_in_West_Chester_killing.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/local/20120201_Former_convict_charged_in_West_Chester_killing.html


the Democrats' report, with ATF agents expressing concern 

over the operation. 

In a 2007 case, ATF agents targeted Fidel Hernandez 

and several alleged co-conspirators who purchased more 

than 200 firearms and were believed to be transporting 

them into Mexico. 

William Hoover, then ATF's assistant director of field 

operations, temporarily halted operations after being 

informed of several attempts at coordinating with Mexican 

law enforcement authorities. 

The defendants were brought to trial in 2009, but 

acquitted after prosecutors were unable to obtain the 

cooperation of the Mexican law enforcement officials who 

had recovered firearms purchased by Hernandez. 

In a 2008 case, ATF agents in Phoenix focused for a 

year on a network of illicit gun buyers who were 

purchasing weapons from the same gun dealer who had 

cooperated in Operation Wide Receiver. 

Members of the network, led by Alejandro Medrano, 

were eventually sentenced to multiyear prison terms for 

trafficking more than 100 firearms to a Mexican drug 

cartel. 

In Operation Fast and Furious, ATF agents in Phoenix 

late in 2009 identified a network of more than 20 straw 

purchasers believed to be trafficking military-grade assault 

weapons to Mexican drug cartels. Twenty people were 

charged in the case. 

ATF Deputy Director William Hoover became 

concerned about the number of firearms involved in the 

case and ordered a strategy for the investigation to be 

brought to an end. Newell in Phoenix expressed frustration 

with ATF headquarters in Washington and "the operation 

continued to grow and expand rather than wind down over 

the months to follow," the Democrats' report said. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/politics/20

120131_ap_demsfastfuriousjust1of4misguidedprobes.html 

 

12-01-31 Fitchburg woman and daughter 'terrified' 

as saw rips down door after getting wrong address in 

drug sweep 

FITCHBURG -- It was a horror movie come to life.  

Judy Sanchez woke Thursday to the sound of heavy 

footsteps in her stairwell, followed by a loud motor. She 

got to her kitchen in time to see the blade of a chain saw rip 

through her front door.  

"It was so crazy," Judy Sanchez said. "I was terrified."  

Jan. 26 was the day of Operation Red Wolf, a 

multiagency sweep during which 16 people in Fitchburg 

were arrested on charges related to gang activity, drug 

trafficking and illegal gun sales after a two-year 

investigation by federal, state and local law-enforcement 

officers.  

The people sawing through her door were FBI agents, 

looking for a gang member suspected of trafficking 

cocaine. But they went to the wrong address 

. Sanchez said the ordeal traumatized her and her 3-

year-old daughter, Ji'anni, and she is unsatisfied with the 

agency's response to the error.  

About 10 FBI agents came into her apartment at 391 

Elm St., that morning, guns drawn and pointed at her. 

There was no knock, and they didn't shout that they were 

from the FBI until after the saw was buzzing through her 

six-panel front door, she said.  

She believes it took about three minutes for them to saw 

a big rectangle through the door, then kick in the center. 

She shouted repeatedly that they had the wrong place.  

Once the first agent was inside, she was ordered 

facedown on the floor at gunpoint. Her 3-month-old pit-

bull Lexi wet the floor, and she was instructed to grab the 

dog and hold her. To do so, she said, she had to reach 

through the dog's urine.  

Sanchez doesn't know how long she was held on the 

floor, but estimates it was between 30 and 45 minutes 

while her daughter cried in the other room. It was a cold 

morning, and she was not allowed to put warm clothes on.  

"I was still at gunpoint the whole time. I was freezing," 

Sanchez said.  

The FBI agents kept asking her where Luis Vasquez 

was, and she said she didn't know.  

Sanchez and her daughter live in apartment 2R, which 

is located in the rear of the building. The other apartment 

on the floor, 2F, is at the front and is the home of Luis R. 

"Joker" Vasquez, but Sanchez said she only knew him as 

"Jay."  

Vasquez, 41, is believed to be the leader of the local 

arm of the Sex, Money, Murda gang and was captured in 

his apartment. He faces up to 40 years in prison, a $5 

million fine and lifetime supervision when released.  

Tim Christmas, the former building manager, was 

called in to install a replacement door in Sanchez' 

apartment. He estimated the fiberglass, prehung door unit 

he installed cost about $250.  

The FBI will reimburse Lancaster Oaks Development, 

the company that owns the building, for the door.  

Christmas also said he repaired the frame to Vasquez's 

back door, which was pushed in for entrance.  

"This is a big screw-up," Christmas said.  

He and Sanchez are both in disbelief that Vasquez could 

be involved in a gang, saying they thought he was a 

positive influence in the neighborhood and good with 

children.  

A female FBI agent wrote down a number for Sanchez's 

landlord to call for reimbursement for the door and the 

number for Damon Katz, chief counsel for the Boston 

division of the FBI. Sanchez said she received a quick oral 

apology that was devoid of remorse.  

"Just a little pat on the back and saying 'I'm sorry' is not 

OK," she said.  

http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/politics/20120131_ap_demsfastfuriousjust1of4misguidedprobes.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/politics/20120131_ap_demsfastfuriousjust1of4misguidedprobes.html


She said chain-sawing through a door may be common 

practice for the FBI, but it was a traumatic event for her 

and her daughter.  

Sanchez attends classes at Fitchburg State University 

and didn't go to class Thursday, feeling too disoriented. 

She's having trouble sleeping now, and her daughter didn't 

want to go into their bathroom all weekend because it is 

located next to the door the FBI used.  

An FBI spokesman read a prepared statement about the 

incident.  

"The mistake was quickly apparent to the FBI agents 

who entered the apartment. ... The FBI assistant special 

agent in charge recognized legitimate concerns the resident 

had about the mistake," the statement read.  

The statement maintained that the agent that spoke with 

Sanchez apologized repeatedly and left her phone number 

and another number for any "further concerns."  

The FBI does not reveal specific operational details 

about the tactics of an arrest team, such as how long it 

takes to open a door. The spokesman said the agents 

typically wield M4 assault rifles and that it's possible the 

shock of the event confused Sanchez about the length of 

time everything took.  

The Fitchburg Police Department was not involved in 

the incident. Police spokesman Sgt. Glenn Fossa said he 

does not have direct knowledge of the details of the 

incident. He said the concept of compensation for property 

damage and trauma from a misdirected police raid is too 

broad a concept to identify a policy for what the 

department would do in a similar scenario.  

http://www.sentinelandenterprise.com/local/ci_1985793

9#ixzz1l3c1x8M4 

 

12-01-31 Jimmie Moore, the former Philadelphia 

Municipal Court judge Call out National Guard for 

Philly crime. 

Jimmie Moore, the former Philadelphia Municipal 

Court judge challenging U.S. Rep. Bob Brady for the 1st 

Congressional District in the April 24 Democratic primary 

election, just called on the U.S. Army National Guard to be 

deployed in the streets of the city to combat crime. 

Brady, through a spokesman, declined to comment on 

Moore's call. 

UPDATE, 5:40 pm: Mark McDonald, a spokesman for 

Mayor Nutter, calls Moore's call for the National Guard 

deployment "a misguided proposal by a political candidate 

in search of media attention." 

Here's Moore's statement: 

Enough is Enough: Call in the Guard 

The murder rate in this city has reached epidemic 

proportions. Our local law enforcement agencies are 

stretched to the limit, and that is why I am calling for the 

support of the National Guard to support the brave men and 

women of the Philadelphia Police Department in their 

efforts to not only respond to but also prevent the record 

levels of violent crime spreading across the city and 

leading to a state of emergency. We are only one month 

into 2012 and there are already 32 murders on the books, 

that’s more than a murder a day. 

The National Guard is frequently called on to aide cities 

in crisis, including post-Katrina New Orleans, Camden, 

and Chicago. The presence of this arm of the military can 

have a proactive effect on communities through the 

prevention of violent crime. Philadelphia has seen a rise in 

unprovoked acts of violence that requires the most drastic 

of measures, including the fatal beating of a recent Temple 

graduate in Old City, and the Vietnam veteran assaulted by 

teens in Olney. That is why the presence of the National 

Guard is urgently needed in the city; we must not be a 

silent party to this culture of crime. 

A particularly senseless act of violence this past 

weekend involving a cab driver and passenger brought to 

light the paralysis of a community that sits and watches in 

terror as these brazen assaults were perpetrated before their 

eyes. Our residents are gripped with fear; this is not a time 

to put sunglasses over the black eye that is this violent 

scourge upon our city: it is time to move forward and go to 

the doctor. Yes, we should be ashamed that a small number 

of criminal s have taken over our neighborhoods, but we 

must not be so ashamed and proud that we turn our backs 

on the most vulnerable to save face in front of the nation, 

and if that means drawing national attention to the danger 

in our midst, then so be it. It is time to take the bold action 

of asking for the federal government to step in and help us 

take back the city. 

I applaud the law enforcement officers and public 

officials who work tirelessly to make this city a safer place 

to live. The federal government should be providing all 

available resources to help these public servants protect the 

citizens of Philadelphia, and that includes the deployment 

of the National Guard to patrol and provide surveillance in 

our most at-risk neighborhoods and populations. Just like 

the community leaders in the movie “Jaws” didn’t want to 

close the beach down because it would be bad for tourism 

and a black eye on their town, there will be those that don’t 

want to stigma of having what they might call martial law 

in Killadelphia. Meanwhile, we cannot stand idly by while 

the jaws of violence are terrorizing, maiming, and killing 

our neighbors. In 2011 Philadelphia had the highest murder 

rate of large cities in this country. Building a coalition 

between local and national law enforcement bodies is the 

solution we need to defeat the violence that has swept 

across our city, and overcome the fear that has taken hold 

in our communities. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/blogs/cityhall/Jimmie-

Moore-Call-out-National-Guard-for-Philly-crime.html 

 

12-01-31 Emily Miller: Running D.C.’s gun-owner 

gauntlet 

http://www.sentinelandenterprise.com/local/ci_19857939#ixzz1l3c1x8M4
http://www.sentinelandenterprise.com/local/ci_19857939#ixzz1l3c1x8M4
http://www.philly.com/philly/blogs/cityhall/Jimmie-Moore-Call-out-National-Guard-for-Philly-crime.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/blogs/cityhall/Jimmie-Moore-Call-out-National-Guard-for-Philly-crime.html


Owning a gun in the District of Columbia can be 

dangerous, because the city’s hastily drafted rules are 

putting the innocent in jeopardy. A gun owner who has 

cleared the District’s 17 registration hurdles still isn’t home 

free. 

To continue exercising the Second Amendment right to 

keep arms, individuals have to renew registration 

certificates every three years and show up at the 

Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) every six years to 

be fingerprinted. The citizen is responsible for the fees in 

each case. 

The city council hastily drafted these requirements after 

the Supreme Court smacked down D.C.’s handgun ban in 

the 2008 Heller decision. The laws are proving to be so 

badly written that even the city can’t enforce them. 

Anyone who registered a new pistol or owned a long 

gun prior to March 31, 2009, was supposed to receive an 

expiration notice from the police by the end of 2011 and 

submit a request for renewal by Jan. 31. This apparently 

did not happen. 

The law says gun owners must resubmit their address, 

information on each firearm and confirmation that they are 

complying with all aspects of the regulations. The MPD’s 

registration office lacks a modern database system that can 

stay updated on the status of certification. That means gun 

owners who were never notified may inadvertently be 

breaking the law. 

At a hearing Monday, Councilman Phil Mendelson 

proposed a slight change in the law to make it clear the re-

registration process doesn’t require taking the 20-question 

written test again. The Democrat at-Large would still keep 

the rest of the requirements in place. 

The District’s top cop insisted the burden for these 

checks should not fall on the citizens. Police Chief Cathy 

L. Lanier said MPD would need a new and expensive 

database system similar to that used to track drivers’ 

licenses. “This effort needs to be properly funded, or we 

need to reconsider whether the city can afford this 

requirement,” she explained. 

Furthermore, the police chief said the fingerprinting 

requirement can be eliminated if the department begins 

regularly running background checks for convictions, 

protective orders and other disqualifying factors. 

The head of D.C.’s police union says the city council is 

clearly trying to make life difficult for gun owners. 

“They’ve been clear on the record and they aren’t going to 

comply with Heller and are going to frustrate what is a 

constitutional right,” Kristopher Baumann told The 

Washington Times. “Whether they agree with it or not, 

they have to embrace the court’s decision and act 

accordingly and quit trying to frustrate the issue.” 

Gun owners are already required to tell police if they 

move or sell the gun. The whole issue could be simplified 

by the council eliminating the tracking requirements. Ms. 

Lanier said she has the resources now to do background 

checks without new fingerprints, and that should satisfy the 

city council’s irrational desire to keep a tight leash on 

residents who are trying to follow the law. 

http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2012/jan/31/run

ning-dcs-gun-owner-gauntlet/ 

 

12-01-31 Philly mayor Nutter expresses outrage at 

suspect's bail 

An angry Mayor Nutter questioned Monday how a man 

with a long arrest record for violence and guns was granted 

bail earlier this month, walking free hours before a warrant 

was issued for him in a 2011 murder, and days before a 

witness to that slaying was gunned down, execution style, 

in North Philadelphia. 

Nutter, who has made public safety, especially gun 

violence, one of the centerpieces of his platform for a 

second term, called the case of Jorge Aldea, 23, "exhibit 

number one," in the challenges facing police when they 

arrest violent criminals only to watch them go free. 

At a Jan. 5 hearing, Common Pleas Court Judge 

Nazario Jimenez Jr. reduced Aldea's bail on a gun-

possession charge from $50,000 to $20,000, despite a 

prosecutor's objections over Aldea's dozen previous arrests, 

including ones for attempted murder and assault. 

Six days later, on Jan. 11, Aldea posted 10 percent bail 

and was released. Only hours later that same day, a warrant 

was issued for him in the 2011 murder of Louis Chevere, 

22, shot over a dispute at Westmoreland and Mutter 

Streets. 

Reyna Aguirre Alonso, who witnessed the murder from 

her apartment above the store where she worked, was shot 

dead by a masked man Jan. 23, and police believe Aldea 

was involved in her killing, sources said Monday. 

"This is a person that should not have been out on the 

street in the first place," Nutter said in an interview with 

The Inquirer about Aldea's January bail reduction. "It was a 

gun charge, and when you look at his history, his record, 

his priors, it's clear this is a dangerous person." 

Nutter lashed out at the decision by Judge Jimenez at 

the bail hearing based on Aldea's record alone. 

Police have not named a suspect in Alonso's killing, but 

they said they will be questioning Aldea, who is in New 

York awaiting extradition to Philadelphia after authorities 

tracked him to an apartment in The Bronx on Friday. 

The Police Department and the District Attorney's 

Office on Monday were presenting varying accounts of 

what delayed the murder warrant in Chevere's killing. 

Aldea was arrested Dec. 21 after patrol officers in the 

25th District spotted him carrying a loaded handgun 

outside a North Philadelphia grocery store. 

The arrest report was marked with "a high bail request," 

because of Aldea's long record, court records show. 

By January's bail hearing, Aldea had emerged as the 

main suspect in the Chevere murder investigation, 

according to court documents reviewed by The Inquirer. 

http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2012/jan/31/running-dcs-gun-owner-gauntlet/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2012/jan/31/running-dcs-gun-owner-gauntlet/


Police had been interviewing witnesses, and five days 

before the hearing, a ballistics test matched the gun Aldea 

had been arrested with to a gun used to shoot up a sidewalk 

memorial constructed in Chevere's memory. 

Prosecutors did not mention the open murder 

investigation, or the gun's connection to it, at the bail 

hearing, said Aldea's defense attorney Jason Kadish. 

"It was a pretty dry bail hearing," Kadish said. 

"Certainly, no mention of a murder." 

Kadish said he argued that the $50,000 bail was above 

the guidelines, and stressed Aldea's ties to the community 

as proof he wouldn't flee. 

Judge Jimenez did not return calls seeking comment. 

Tasha Jamerson, a spokeswoman for the District 

Attorney's Office, said homicide investigators did not 

notify prosecutors before the bail hearing that Aldea was 

being investigated for murder. 

Jamerson said homicide detectives first notified the 

District Attorney's Office that they were investigating 

Aldea on Jan. 6 but did not request a warrant until Jan. 11, 

after Aldea had made bail. 

"No one from the Police Department came to this office 

asking for a warrant until Jan. 11, because if they did they 

would have gotten it," Jamerson said. 

Homicide Capt. James Clarke strongly disputed that 

statement, laying down a different time line of the 

investigation. 

According to Clarke, the lead investigator in the 

Chevere murder met with a member of the District 

Attorney's Office homicide unit Jan. 6 and presented 

prosecutors with an investigative packet and affidavit of 

probable cause for Aldea's arrest. 

"The lead investigator makes them aware that Aldea is 

in custody and says he has enough for a murder warrant 

and wants to charge him while he's in custody," Clarke 

said. The District Attorney's Office reviewed the packet, 

Clarke said, and requested that the investigator conduct an 

additional interview with a witness - a normal step in the 

warrant process. 

After conducting the additional interview - which did 

not alter the information in the original affidavit, Clarke 

said - the homicide unit again requested a warrant from the 

District Attorney's Office on Jan. 10, Clarke said. 

The District Attorney's Office wanted to review the file 

further, Clarke said. 

On the morning of Jan. 11, the lead investigator 

checked with the prison system, learning that Aldea had 

posted bail hours earlier, about 5 a.m., Clarke said. 

The homicide unit notified the District Attorney's 

Office of Aldea's status, Clarke said, and eight hours later a 

warrant was issued based on the affidavit presented five 

days earlier. 

All of the evidence in the affidavit - which was 

reviewed by The Inquirer - had been collected by Jan. 6. 

Jamerson contested Clarke's version of events, 

maintaining that no one from the Police Department 

requested an arrest warrant before Jan. 11, and said police 

investigators conducted the additional interviews on their 

own. 

"No one from the district attorney's ever told anyone in 

the Police Department to go and conduct more interviews 

in this case," she said. 

Nutter, who wants harsher penalties and a guaranteed 

prison time for gun offenses, said Aldea's case is a 

reminder for the glaring need for harsher gun penalties. 

Last week, as he rolled out his public safety plan to 

combat an alarming spike in homicides this year, Nutter 

said: "Got a gun? Go to jail. No more slaps on the wrist. 

No more falling through the cracks. No more walk away 

and think that nothing else is going to happen to you." 

And Aldea had fallen through the cracks less than two 

weeks before that - continuing a pattern of eluding prison. 

When he was 16, Aldea was arrested in the shooting of 

a man in the neck. At 17, he allegedly fired a gun outside a 

bar in midafternoon; bullet fragments struck a year-old 

child in the neck and face. In February 2011, Aldea was 

arrested for shooting at a woman in a car. Starting at age 

15, Aldea was arrested four times on charges of selling 

drugs. 

At the time of his December arrest, Aldea had open 

drug and weapons cases. But despite his many arrests, 

Aldea had never been sentenced to prison. Twice, he 

received probation for drug arrests, but most of his other 

cases collapsed when witnesses failed to appear in court. 

According to the Pennsylvania Crime Code, people 

carrying illegal guns can be sentenced up to seven years in 

jail, but that is rarely the case in Philadelphia where 

offenders get off with little jail time or probation, Nutter 

said. 

"Regular citizens take a look at this and are perplexed 

and have to question why someone with all these prior 

arrests, someone arrested for having a gun, why is he out 

on the street," Nutter said. "A person is in custody on a gun 

charge, a bad person with 12 priors - some involving guns - 

and his bail gets reduced? Seems to me the only argument 

should be for more bail." 

Nutter called for "much closer scrutiny of these cases 

related to guns and repeat and longtime offenders." 

"We have to ask our judiciary," he said, "to be that 

much more mindful when reviewing cases that include 

some of these dangerous people who should not be on the 

streets of Philadelphia." 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/20120131_Nutter_e

xpresses_outrage_at_suspect_s_bail.html?cmpid=1252199
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12-01-31 Video: Police ID man accused of stealing 

assault rifle, grenades 

Man accused of stealing assault rifle, grenades arrested 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/20120131_Nutter_expresses_outrage_at_suspect_s_bail.html?cmpid=125219969
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McKEES ROCKS, Pa.  A home invasion suspect who 

was considered armed and dangerous because police said 

he stole a military-style assault rifle and some grenades in 

McKees Rocks, was arrested Tuesday evening. 

Allegheny County police have charged Cameron 

Russell, 22, with robbery, burglary and other crimes in the 

break-in at a home along Gardner Street about 7 p.m. 

Monday. 

Police said Russell stole a Bushmaster M4 assault rifle, 

eight loaded magazines, and a fragmentation grenade and 

several smoke grenades. 

"It's obvious; they're extremely dangerous in anyone's 

hands," said McKees Rocks Police Chief Robert Cifrulak. 

"We don't know what he's capable of. We don't know what 

the intention of stealing this rifle was." 

Channel 11's Brittny McGraw reported that the 

weapons belong to a former Marine. Parker Gresh, a 

former marine, said he had met Russell in the past. 

"That's not the type of people I want around my house. 

That's not the type of person I am, and I hope they go to 

jail for a long time," said Gresh. 

Gresh said he had met Russell through a relative's 

friend and had him over to his house once. 

"I showed him my assault rifle. It's a fun thing to show. 

I'm pretty proud of it. I paid $1,500 for it. It's cool," said 

Gresh. 

Investigators said Russell returned to Gresh's home on 

Monday night while he was gone and threatened his 

girlfriend before stealing the gun and grenades. 

"For him to do that to a 130 pound girl is just 

shameful," Gresh said. 

Police charged Russell late Monday. He was arrested in 

Franklin Park and is expected to be arraigned on several 

charges Tuesday night. 

http://www.wpxi.com/videos/news/video-police-id-

man-accused-of-stealing-assault/vFwdp/ 

 

12-01-30 Gun sales continue to spike into 2012 with 

high number of background checks 

Gun manufacturers are expecting another good year in 

2012. 

According to the National Shooting Sports Foundation, 

one of the best indicators of firearms sales is the FBI's 

national instant background check system, which gun 

sellers use to conduct mandatory background checks on 

people buying new and used firearms. December "marked 

an unprecedented 19th straight month of background check 

increases when compared to the same period in the 

previous year," the group said. 

NSSF-adjusted background checks for December 

totaled more than 1.4 million, the most ever for any month. 

Last year also saw the record for the single-most sales 

on a particular day. "Black Friday," Nov. 25, had 129,166 

background checks. That was a 32 percent increase over 

the previous one-day record. 

Another indicator pointing to robust gun sales is the 

federal excise taxes collected on the sale of new firearms 

and ammunition, which have risen 48.3 percent over the 

past five years, the foundation reported. 

That trend should continue, the group added. Industry 

professionals at the SHOT Show — the hunting and 

shooting industry's annual trade show, which just wrapped 

up in Las Vegas — said this year could feature another 

similar surge in firearm sales. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/sports/o

utdoors/s_779027.html 

 

12-01-30 Victim has no cash, so robber assaults her 

THE WOMAN had no money to give, but that didn't 

stop the robber who held her up at gunpoint in an Upper 

Darby alley about 8:30 p.m. Jan. 17. 

"You are going to give me something," he said, 

according to police reports. 

With that, the robber took something far more precious 

than cash from the 19-year-old woman. He took her body. 

Police said the attack happened in the rear alley of 

Wiltshire Road near Patterson Avenue. The victim was 

walking home from a friend's house when the suspect 

grabbed her from behind and took her behind a bush and 

performed various sex acts on her, and forced her to 

perform them on him, police said. 

She made up lies to try to get him to stop, telling him 

she had a sexually transmitted disease, that she was 16 and 

that she was a student at Upper Darby High School. But 

nothing stopped him, said police Superintendent Michael 

Chitwood. 

"This guy is an animal and we've got to get him off the 

street, plain and simple," Chitwood said. 

The man let the woman walk away but told her not to 

turn around or he'd shoot her, Chitwood said. She ran home 

and called police, who took her to a hospital for evaluation. 

Authorities released a composite sketch of the suspect, 

and police are asking the public to help identify him. He is 

described as black, in his late teens, with eyes that are close 

together and a nose that is unusually long and large. 

Anyone with information is urged to call Upper Darby 

police at 610-734-7684. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/20120130_Victim_

has_no_cash__so_robber_assaults_her.html 

 

12-01-30 With gun in tow, Hazleton man educates 

public on open carry 

George Irizarry gets more than strange looks when 

people see him carrying a gun in a holster on his hip in 

Hazleton. 

Folks think he is breaking the law and telephone police. 

Police have drawn their guns on him and ordered him to 

drop to his knees. 

Irizarry takes their responses calmly, knowing that the 

law permits him to carry a gun openly. 

http://www.wpxi.com/videos/news/video-police-id-man-accused-of-stealing-assault/vFwdp/
http://www.wpxi.com/videos/news/video-police-id-man-accused-of-stealing-assault/vFwdp/
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"I knew by open carrying I was going to get a lot of 

flack from the public and the local police department," 

Irizarry said. "Not only am I an open carrier, I'm a Hispanic 

male." 

He decided to carry his guns - sometimes he totes two at 

once - in plain view to inform other Pennsylvanians that 

they have the same right. 

"I don't do it because I want the attention. I want the 

awareness. I get so many questions. The thing is I'm trying 

to raise awareness. It's OK if you want to open carry," 

Irizarry said. 

"â?¦ People that aren't educated about open carry might 

disagree, but that's what this is for - to open the floor to let 

people talk about it and to make the police aware." 

Like most states, Pennsylvania lets citizens with clean 

criminal records who are 21 and older carry guns openly 

without a license, except in Philadelphia. 

In other public places including schools, colleges, 

courthouses, federal buildings, state parks and airports, 

people cannot carry guns regardless of whether the 

weapons are hidden or displayed openly. 

In October 2008, to protest a rule against guns at Hazle 

Township Community Park, members of Pennsylvania 

Open Carry wore their guns in view while picnicking at the 

park. 

Private property owners generally decide the rules for 

guns on their premises. 

The Laurel Mall, for example, forbids guns. 

The Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence in 

Washington, D.C., encourages businesses to ban guns. A 

poll done for the campaign found that 52 percent of 

Americans oppose allowing people to openly carry loaded 

guns in public. 

Brian Malte, the campaign's legislative director, said 

this about people who carry guns publicly: "They want to 

change behavior to normalize behavior that most 

Americans don't find normal." 

'Very proficient' 

Irizarry, who is 41 and a member of the National Rifle 

Association, said he supports legislation that would allow 

people licensed to carry guns in their states to carry guns in 

other states as well. He has lived in Hazleton for three 

years and researched the state rules and local practices 

before deciding to carry a gun openly. 

Also, Irizarry obtained a permit to carry his weapon 

from the Luzerne County Sheriff's Department. He doesn't 

need a permit to carry a gun openly, but the permit allows 

him to carry a concealed gun or carry the gun inside his 

vehicle. 

As of last year, about one in nine Luzerne County 

residents older than 21 obtained permits to carry guns. 

Irizarry suggests that people who obtain permits to 

carry guns obtain training on how to use them. 

"I shoot my weapon almost daily or every other day so 

I'm very proficient," said Irizarry, a former store security 

officer who installs security cameras and works as a 

bouncer in Hazleton. 

Most people who see him don't know that the law 

allows him to carry a gun openly. 

When they disbelieve him, he pulls a pamphlet out of 

his pocket to reinforce his point. 

"They go 'Whoa.'" 

Irizarry thinks a discussion about carrying weapons 

openly in Hazleton is timely in view of recent robberies, 

highlighted by three holdups in three weeks this month at 

the Turkey Hill Minit Mart on Alter Street. 

"The way Hazleton is going with the Turkey Hills 

getting robbed and the Pantry Quiks, people are terrified. 

It's OK to protect yourself," Irizarry said. 

Irizarry wears a sweatshirt that has a picture of a 

handgun on the back with the words "I carry a Glock cause 

I live in Hazleton." 

Two of Irizarry's friends carry their guns openly in 

Hazleton and explained why. 

"You're allowed. It's your right," Dave Terwilliger said. 

Added Jose Francisco: "We're not going to go crazy 

with it." 

Irizarry said he understands why recent crime upsets 

people who have lived in the city all their lives. He also 

understands why long-time residents might blame crime on 

newcomers like him who are Hispanic, but asks that people 

be more discerning. 

"Someone committing a crime doesn't mean all 

Hispanics are dirty persons," said Irizarry, a natural-born 

citizen who owns a home in Hazleton and said his 

daughters are good students in the city's schools. "There 

are some in the Hispanic community who don't want this 

kind of violence." 

He hopes whites and Hispanics will work together 

through churches and other forums to discourage crime, 

something he believes he does by wearing his gun. 

"With open carry, I believe it is a deterrent," Irizarry 

said. "Some people might completely disagree." 

Hazleton Police Chief Robert Ferdinand differs. 

"My opinion," Ferdinand said in an email, "is that one 

actually makes oneself more vulnerable by carrying a 

firearm openly. A thief now knows ahead of time what 

defenses he has to deal with and can take measures to 

distract and ambush an openly armed citizen, possibly 

disarming him and now having the ability to use his own 

weapon against him." 

By carrying guns openly, people might provoke others 

to summon police, who rush to the scene only to find no 

crime. 

That happened in California when advocates of open 

carrying held meet-ups at Starbucks coffee shops. An 

association of the state's police chiefs took political action. 

"They got tired of wasting resources for responding to 

someone who was â?¦ carrying a gun," said Malte, from the 

Brady Campaign. 



This year, California banned the open carrying of guns, 

making it the fifth state to officially do so, according to the 

Brady Campaign's tally. 

Recognized now 

In Hazleton, Irizarry said police usually recognize him 

as a legal gun owner now. But when he began carrying a 

gun openly they surrounded him on occasions, including 

one time when he was talking to his wife inside a store 

where she worked. 

One of the officers said he could have gotten into a 

motor vehicle accident that day while hurrying to the store 

after receiving a report that Irizarry had a gun. 

Irizarry said that's not his fault. A dispatcher taking a 

911 call should ask the caller if the man is just wearing the 

gun in a holster, which is legal, or pointing the gun at 

someone or brandishing it in some other manner that is 

illegal. 

When police receive a 911 call about him, Irizarry 

understands that they have a right to question him. He lets 

police check the serial number on his gun and shows them 

his permit from the sheriff's office. 

"They don't give these to criminals," he said while 

holding the permit, which has his picture on it. 

People with gun permits have passed criminal 

background checks, as Irizarry points out to business 

owners. 

When he sees a "No Guns" sign, Irizarry hands the 

owner a card saying that gun owners make good customers 

and, statistically, are more law-abiding than the public 

overall. 

Banning guns, the card says, doesn't make a business 

safer. 

"It simply tells criminals you're an easy target," the card 

says. 

If owners disagree, Irizarry moves on. 

"This is why we live in America," he said. "Everybody 

has an opinion." 

http://citizensvoice.com/news/with-gun-in-tow-

hazleton-man-educates-public-on-open-carry-

1.1264439#axzz1kwfeaYrd 

 

12-01-29 Michael Nutter’s crime strategy needs 

Harrisburg’s help 

While Mayor Michael Nutter last week announced 

plans to employ new tactics to deal with the same old 

problem of illegals guns in Philadelphia, gun-reform 

advocates say the program’s success will ultimately be 

minimal without help from Harrisburg. 

Among Nutter’s tools, prosecutors will push for stiffer 

jail sentences for those convicted of carrying illegal guns 

and rewards will be offered to those who help authorities 

recover them. But the city is still plagued by trafficking of 

illegal guns and straw-purchasing, when people purchase 

guns for those who cannot legally buy them. 

“This is another example of cities having to take 

measures on their own because the state has turned their 

back,” said Max Nacheman, executive director of 

CeaseFirePA, a statewide organization that has lobbied for 

responsible gun-reform. 

In 2007, city lawmakers passed five pieces of 

legislation only to have them thrown out in a court 

challenge by the National Rifle Association. Attempts to 

get the laws passed at the state level have failed.  

The overturned laws seriously hinder the city, 

Nacheman insisted, along with a poor system for 

background checks. “I think that cities are really going to 

be approaching this problem from a deficit. If we have 

states working with us, it’s so much easier.” 

State Sen. Larry Farnese, of Philadelphia, agreed. 

Farnese’s proposal to close the “Florida loophole,” which 

allows Pennsylvania residents to receive a permit to carry 

despite being denied in the commonwealth, has stalled. 

“Unless the city is given the opportunity to get its own 

laws, or my gun [legislation] is passed … then we’re not 

going to be able to provide a safe city for people to work in 

and live in.” 

No homicides during the weekend, police say 

Though there were no homicides during the weekend, 

police were investigating the body of a young man found in 

a Northeast Philadelphia creek yesterday afternoon. 

The man, believed to be in his late teens to early 20s, 

was found face down in a creek by a resident behind the 

3500 block of Vinton Road. 

http://www.metro.us/philadelphia/local/article/1083600

--michael-nutter-s-crime-strategy-needs-harrisburg-s-help 

 

12-01-29 Pilots want to carry guns outside cockpits 

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. - They are already allowed 

to carry guns in the cockpit, but many pilots say that's not 

enough to keep aviation as safe as it should be.  

They want police-like authority to holster a weapon all 

day long, whether they are at the controls, riding in back of 

a plane or eating lunch in a terminal.  

"That would put us in line with standard law 

enforcement," said Marcus Flagg, president of the Federal 

Flight Deck Officer Association, which represents 

thousands of armed pilots.  

He declined to say exactly how many pilots now carry 

guns, but said the number was just behind the FBI, which 

has about 13,800 armed agents. Since being given 

permission to pack heat 10 years ago, no U.S. pilot has 

ever had to draw a weapon against a passenger.  

Just the same, Flagg said the goal would be to protect 

the cockpit against a terrorist attack and provide stronger 

protection to U.S. commercial aviation. Armed pilots are 

on five times more flights than federal air marshals, and 

ultimately are the "last line of defense." 

Yet, as it stands, qualified pilots can't even go to the 

restroom holstering a firearm.  

http://citizensvoice.com/news/with-gun-in-tow-hazleton-man-educates-public-on-open-carry-1.1264439#axzz1kwfeaYrd
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The Transportation Security Administration declines to 

say why it won't allow pilots to carry guns outside of the 

cockpit, other than to safeguard the traveling public. 

However, weapons experts say the policy likely is intended 

to eliminate the possibility of a troublemaker wresting a 

gun from pilot or of an accidental discharge while outside 

the cockpit.  

Flagg said the chances of a pilot being stripped of his 

gun were slim. "Yes, there is that possibility," he said, "but 

you're trained to protect against that."  

During six days of intense training in Artesia, N.M., 

pilots not only learn how to handle weapons but also close-

combat techniques. Further, passengers don't know 

whether a pilot is carrying a gun and that many ride in back 

out of uniform, he said.  

In November, Flagg testified before Congress that the 

TSA's tight gun carriage rules are discouraging thousands 

of pilots from joining the Federal Flight Deck Officer 

program.  

If pilots were given more leeway, the number of armed 

pilot applicants would double, said Flagg, 49, a pilot for a 

cargo airline.  

"The more Federal Flight Deck Officers that are out 

there, the more flights that are covered," he said. "They 

should not be restrained by the government from defending 

the cockpit in the event of a terrorist attack regardless of 

the side of the cockpit door they are seated."  

The TSA said armed pilots are just one of multiple 

layers of security intended to protect 700 million travelers 

flying in and out of U.S. airports each year. Other measures 

include intelligence-gathering by U.S. security agencies, 

screening passengers at checkpoints, federal air marshals 

and hardened cockpit doors.  

Although the TSA won't disclose how many pilots carry 

guns, it disputes that the rules are discouraging applicants. 

"Interest in the program and participation both remain 

strong," said Kimberly Thompson, spokeswoman for the 

Federal Air Marshal Service, which trains armed pilots. 

"There are no shortages of applicants."  

Indeed, according to the Federal Flight Deck Officer 

Association, armed pilots now are the fourth-largest U.S. 

law enforcement organization behind the FBI. Five years 

ago, there were about 8,000 armed pilots, or about 8 

percent of the total number of U.S. pilots.  

Passengers differ over allowing pilots to carry guns into 

the main cabin.  

If stripped away, "it potentially puts a gun available to a 

bad guy," said frequent flier Dennis Grady, a hunter and 

CEO of the Chamber of Commerce of the Palm Beaches.  

"Stun guns maybe, but not guns," said Russell 

Ginsberg, of Plantation, Fla. "If a bullet pierces the hull or 

skin of an aircraft it could be catastrophic."  

But Michael Weatherly of Homestead, Fla., said 

qualified pilots should be allowed to take the guns with 

them. "They are trained to use them, so let them," he said.  

Flagg said that to provide real coverage, considering 

there are more than 20,000 airline flights a day, many more 

armed pilots are needed. "This is the most cost-effective 

security measure," said Flagg, who saw both of his parents 

killed on Sept. 11, 2001, when their American Airlines 

jetliner crashed into the Pentagon.  

The cost to put a federal air marshal on a flight is about 

$3,300, compared with about $15 for an armed pilot.  

Pilots were first granted permission to take guns into 

cockpits in 2002, in response to the Sept. 11 terrorist 

attacks. No pilot has used a gun to defend the cockpit since 

then, but in March 2008, a US Airways pilot's gun 

accidentally discharged while the plane was approaching to 

land in Charlotte. The Airbus 319 landed safely and no one 

was hurt.  

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/nation_world/20120

129_Pilots_want_to_carry_guns_outside_cockpits.html 

 

12-01-28 Justice Dept. turns over docs in Fast and 

Furious 

WASHINGTON - Newly released Justice Department 

emails sent to Capitol Hill for a congressional inquiry into 

a gun-smuggling operation indicate that the head of the 

department's criminal division suggested letting some illicit 

"straw" weapons buyers in the U.S. transport their guns 

across the border into Mexico where they could be 

arrested. 

According to the emails turned over to the House 

Oversight and Government Reform Committee on Friday 

night, the Justice official, Lanny Breuer, made the 

suggestion to Mexican officials because it "may send a 

strong message to arms traffickers." 

Mexico has stringent gun control laws with long prison 

terms as opposed to the U.S., where small-time "straw" 

buyers working for major arms traffickers seldom face jail 

time. 

Breuer made the remarks in February 2011, around the 

time that agents from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 

Firearms and Explosives were telling congressional 

investigators that the ATF had allowed hundreds of illicitly 

purchased guns in the operation known as Fast and Furious 

flow into Mexico , a controversial tactic known as "gun-

walking" aimed at following gun buyers to major 

traffickers. 

In Fast and Furious, the ATF lost track of the guns and 

many were eventually recovered from crime scenes in the 

U.S. and Mexico, including one location near Nogales, 

Ariz., where U.S. border patrol agent Brian Terry was slain 

on Dec. 14, 2010. Two guns found at the murder scene 

were connected to Operation Fast and Furious. 

The documents on Breuer were among 486 pages of 

material turned over to the House committee chaired by 

Republican Rep. Darrell Issa of California. 

Also among the documents are Justice Department 

emails involving a former top aide to Attorney General 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/nation_world/20120129_Pilots_want_to_carry_guns_outside_cockpits.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/nation_world/20120129_Pilots_want_to_carry_guns_outside_cockpits.html


Eric Holder. The emails show that then-deputy chief of 

staff Monty Wilkinson was notified by then-U.S. Attorney 

Dennis Burke the day after Terry was slain that guns found 

at the murder scene were connected to an investigation that 

Burke and Wilkinson had planned to discuss. The emails 

did not identify the investigation, but it was Operation Fast 

and Furious. 

In a letter to the committee, the Justice Department said 

that Wilkinson does not recall a follow-up call with Burke 

and that Wilkinson does not recall discussing this aspect of 

the matter with the attorney general. According to the 

letter, the department has been advised that Burke has no 

recollection of discussing this aspect of the matter with 

Wilkinson. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/politics/congression

al/20120127_ap_justicedeptturnsoverdocsinfastandfurious.

html 

 

12-01-27 Former FDC warden pleads in gun cover-

up 

The former warden of the Federal Detention Center in 

Center City pleaded guilty this morning to witness 

tampering, obstruction of justice and related offenses in 

connection with an incident in which a guard accidentally 

brought a gun into the center. 

Troy Levi, 49, of Williamstown, N.J., is to be sentenced 

on May 7. 

According to a plea agreement with the government, 

Levi is to be sentenced to five years probation (with the 

first four months served in home confinement), 400 hours 

of community service and a $15,000 fine. 

The recommended sentence must be approved by a 

federal judge. 

Federal prosecutors said Levi was the first warden of a 

federal prison in the Eastern District of Pennsylvania to be 

convicted in decades. 

The government's plea memo said that Levi, after had 

been informed of the incident on Aug. 30, 2010, had 

created a cover story to justify the guard's action. (Bureau 

of Prisons policy prohibits staff from bringing personal 

firearms on to the grounds of any federal prison.) 

The plea memo said that after an FDC officer, Captain 

D.K., told Levi that any action taken with regard to the 

incident should be investigated by outside authorities, Levi 

told him it "would look bad" for the FDC. 

Levi then told Captain D.K. that the guard had called 

him earlier that day and had asked permission to bring the 

gun into the FDC and that he, Levi, had forgotten to tell 

anyone about it, the plea memo said. (In fact, the guard had 

put the firearm in a bag after finishing his shift earlier in 

the day as an off-duty armed security guard and mistakenly 

left it in the bag when he entered the FDC.) 

Prosecutors said the statements by Levi were false and 

that he subsequently directed Captain D.K. not to notify 

outside authorities. 

At a subsequent meeting involving Captain D.K., a 

second FDC officer and the prison guard, Levi announced 

he had authorized the guard to bring the gun into the FDC 

because he was unable to lock the trunk of his car, the plea 

memo said. 

Levi said he was supposed to inform the lobby officer at 

FDC about the authorization but had forgotten, and also 

that the guard had forgotten the conversation he had with 

Levi about it, the court filing said. 

When the guard raised his hand and asked if he could 

really say what happened, the plea memo said Levi 

responded: "Are you with me on this?" 

Later, Levi called the guard into Captain D.K.'s office 

and told him that both could get into trouble, that the guard 

had to be "strong" and repeat the false story about the trunk 

lock is anyone questioned him. "This is how it has to go," 

Levi told the guard, according to the plea memo. 

Levi subsequently called on Aug. 31, 2010 other key 

FDC personnel and higher-ups in the BOP to let them 

know he had authorized the guard to bring the firearm, the 

plea memo said. 

On the following three days, from Sept. 1-3, the guard 

received numerous calls from Levi who told him that there 

would probably be an investigation into the firearm 

incident and that they could both be fired and prosecuted 

for it. Levi asked if the guard "had his back" and the guard 

replied he did, according to the plea memo. 

On one of the calls, the plea memo said that Levi told 

the guard he might have to create an additional cover story 

for outside investigators that his trunk had been damaged 

in a car accident and that he should get a receipt from a 

mechanic showing the trunk had been fixed. 

The plea memo said the guard obtained the receipt on 

Sept. 3, 2010. 

On the following Tuesday, the plea memo said Levi 

told his superior and said he had come out "to cover for 

[the prison guard] because he was in a serious bind and I 

just wanted to help out." (The guard had a workplace 

violence investigation pending at the time he brought the 

firearm into the FDC.) 

Prosecutors said Levi fessed up to his misdeeds during 

an interview on Dec. 3, 2010 with a special agent in the 

Justice Department's Office of Inspector General. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/breaking/20120127_Fo

rmer_FDC_warden_pleads_in_gun_cover-up.html 

 

12-01-26 Philly mayor Nutter launches new anti-

crime campaign 

PHILADELPHIA - January 26, 2012 (WPVI) -- Mayor 

Michael Nutter has launched a new anti-crime campaign 

and much of it is aimed at curbing the amount of gun 

violence in Philadelphia.  

Mayor Nutter was in crime plagued Strawberry mansion 

late today declaring the escalated war on the gun-toting 

criminals in city neighborhoods.  

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/politics/congressional/20120127_ap_justicedeptturnsoverdocsinfastandfurious.html
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"We've got a message to every punk, every criminal, 

every person carrying an illegal weapon in the city of 

Philadelphia got a gun, go to jail," Nutter said 

In Philadelphia, in this still New Year, there have been 

31 murders in the first 25 days, most, if not all, involved 

handguns as the weapon of choice.  

City Hall says it is now posting serious reward money 

for leading police to illegal weapons and even bigger 

money for help in every murder case.  

"To every criminal out there, I just put a $20,000 

bounty on your head. We are coming for you; we will find 

you and for people who will give up that information, we 

will also offer $500 for information that leads to the 

recovery of an illegal weapon here in Philadelphia," Nutter 

said.  

To help police solve crimes, there will a direct 

anonymous e-mail tip line and a system allowing citizens 

to send video to the cops in event they capture a crime on 

their cell phones. The police command will again be 

saturating the most violent sections of town.  

"We have identified the areas of our city that have 

suffered from the most amount of gun related violence. 

Now, we're not just talking about shootings, we're also 

talking about robbery, point-of-gun, any criminal that 

involves a firearm," Philadelphia Police Commissioner 

Charles Ramsey said.  

Police say there are 120 police cadets in training and are 

ready to take the streets by the summer.  

http://abclocal.go.com/wpvi/story?section=news/crime

&id=8520559 

 

12-01-26 Mayor Nutter announces new crime-

fighting plan 

Thursday, January 26, 2012 FOR IMMEDIATE 

RELEASE  

MAYOR NUTTER, CITY OFFICIALS 

ANNOUNCE NEW CRIME FIGHTING MEASURES 

Philadelphia, January 26, 2012– Mayor Michael A. 

Nutter along with District Attorney Seth Williams and 

Police Commissioner Charles Ramsey unveiled the City’s 

new crime fighting measures focusing on prevention, 

intervention and collaboration at Strawberry Mansion High 

School. This strategy will link police, neighborhoods and 

our public and private law enforcement partners to reduce 

violence.  

“Working with our local, state and federal partners and 

after months of study, we have put together a series of 

tough measures to reduce violent crime in Philadelphia. 

We’re going after the criminals who carry illegal guns and 

we’re empowering citizens to help the police identify these 

domestic terrorists,” said Mayor Nutter. “We’re offering 

large cash rewards, using technology in new ways in the 

fight against crime and immediately putting more police on 

the streets using overtime funds.” 

At the announcement, Mayor Nutter and city officials 

outlined a series of new, specific crime fighting measures:  

1. Enforcement of Sections 6106 and 6108 of Title 18. 

Pennsylvania’s Crime Code has strict illegal gun 

regulations (6106, 6108). District Attorney Seth Williams 

will work with the courts to ensure that individuals caught 

possessing illegal guns are prosecuted to the full extent of 

the law, which could mean a jail sentence of up to seven 

years.  

"I have been shocked and saddened by the violent and 

truly senseless crimes that have taken place over the past 

few weeks," said District Attorney Seth Williams. "As a 

proud Philadelphian, I am going to make sure that the 

actions of a few low-lifes don't create a permanent black 

eye for the many hard working law abiding citizens here. 

Know this: The police will find you and when they do I 

will be throwing the book at you. I look forward to 

working with both the Mayor and Commissioner Ramsey 

in trying to make our streets safer, and I urge all 

Philadelphians to step up and be a part of the solution."  

2. Use of incentives to increase arrests and convictions. 

The Police Department will use a new, systematic 

approach to cash rewards as an incentive to build cases.  

The City of Philadelphiawill offer up to $20,000 for 

information leading to the arrest and conviction of anyone 

in a homicide case.  

The City of Philadelphia will offer a $500 reward for 

tips leading to the arrest and conviction of a person 

carrying an illegal gun. 

3. Increase the lines of communication between citizens 

and the Philadelphia Police Department. In order to elicit 

tips from the public to assist the police, new, technology 

based measures will begin to complement existing crime 

reporting methods. However, contacting 9-1-1 is always 

the most effective way to report a crime.  

Modeled after effective programs in Washington, D.C., 

New York City, Boston, Baltimore and Los Angeles, the 

City is launching a program that will allow citizens to 

anonymously send text message tips directly to the police 

department using a vanity code.  

In addition, citizens will be able to e-mail tips, photos 

and videos directly to the police department. This program 

is currently available. E-mails should be sent to 

tips@phillypolice.com.  

Soon, the faces of Philadelphia’s most wanted criminals 

will air on Channel 64,will be tweeted and facebooked to 

increase tips to the police in support of efforts to apprehend 

these criminals.  

“The City is taking very important steps today to bring 

the Philadelphia Police Department closer to the 

community,” said Commissioner Ramsey. “We cannot do 

it alone, however. If we want to interrupt the cycle of 

violence that is plaguing some of our communities, then we 

must all play a part in helping to prevent and solve crime.”  

http://abclocal.go.com/wpvi/story?section=news/crime&id=8520559
http://abclocal.go.com/wpvi/story?section=news/crime&id=8520559


4. Increase funding to the Victim/Witness Assistance 

Program. Effective immediately, the City will double the 

funding for the Witness Assistance Program, which works 

with the District Attorney’s office to protect citizens who 

come forward as witnesses to a crime. Funding will rise 

from $200,000 to $400,000.  

5. Launch of a new video surveillance program. The 

City will launch a new program that will provide citizens 

and businesses with financial support to install exterior 

surveillance video cameras to observe public spaces. 

Specifications on this program will be released soon.  

6. Launch of Gun Stat program. Commissioner Ramsey 

and District Attorney Williams will co-chair the Gun Stat 

program, a collaborative effort to reduce gun violence 

using data-based tracking of gun violence, focusing on 

targeted high violence areas.  

Gun Stat is an enhancement to the crime analysis work 

the Police Department is already using. It is designed after 

the Crime Briefings strategy from 2008. It will focus on 

identifying violent offenders, gun crimes, arrests and 

results through the court system. It will facilitate better 

tracking of persons on probation or parole.  

Criminal justice, law enforcement and community 

partners, including Probation, Parole and Prisons, will 

assist in the Gun Stat program.  

7. Re-launch of Operation Pressure Point initiative as 

Pressure Point 2.0. Pressure Point 2.0 will re-launch in 

April 2012 and run though October 2012 as a multi-agency 

law enforcement and crime reduction initiative lead by the 

Philadelphia Police Department.  

Pressure Point 2.0 leverages the resources of different 

law enforcement and criminal justice organizations at the 

local, state and federal level. Through coordinated 

intelligence efforts and targeted deployment strategies to 

reduce violent crime in high crime areas.  

Participating agencies include: Philadelphia Police 

Department, United States Marshals, Bureau of Alcohol, 

Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, First Judicial District of 

Pennsylvania Warrant Unit, Federal Bureau of 

Investigation, Drug Enforcement Administration, United 

States Attorney’s Office, Eastern District of Pennsylvania, 

High-Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Program, 

Philadelphia Juvenile Probation Department, City of 

Philadelphia District Attorney’s Office, and the 

Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board.  

8. Anti-violence initiatives with community 

organizations through the Mayor’s Engaging Communities 

Dialogue. Community organizations partner and/or fund 

anti-violence initiatives across the City. In order to 

improve coordination between these organizations and the 

City of Philadelphia, a meeting called the Mayor’s 

Engaging Communities Dialogue will be held in March 

2012.  

“Our goal is to create an RFP process that will help us 

to determine which groups to fund. We need more for each 

dollar we spend and this process is going to help us get 

there,” said Mayor Nutter. 

9. Increase police presence. In order to combat rising 

violence, the immediate authorization of additional 

overtime for police officers has been approved by Mayor 

Nutter for use in high-crime areas. In addition, a new cadet 

police class of up to 100 will enter the police academy in 

June 2012. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/blogs/cityhall/Mayor-

Nutter-announces-new-crime-fighting-plan.html 

 

12-01-26 UK Dunmurry man 'found shotgun in bin' 

A man accused of having a sawn-off shotgun in his bin 

claimed he only discovered it when putting rubbish out. 

Anthony McKee said the weapon was found the 

morning after he spotted three men arrive in a suspected 

stolen car at his home near west Belfast. 

The 23-year-old, of Colin Close, Dunmurry, faces a 

charge of possessing a firearm in suspicious circumstances. 

A High Court bail application was adjourned to allow 

more information on the accused's account to be gathered. 

During a bail application prosecutors said police 

searching McKee's property on 18 January located the 

weapon after he told them: "It's in the bin." 

The accused claimed the car parked at his house for a 

period the night before, with its number plate obscured. 

Crown counsel Kate McKay said: "He would then say 

the following morning he went out, the car was gone, he 

went to put rubbish in the bin, opened it and discovered a 

sawn-off shotgun among the rubbish." 

Concerns were raised over claims that McKee went out 

for the day rather than notify police immediately. 

"He has indicated he did not know what to do," Mrs 

McKay added. 

A defence barrister disputed claims that the accused 

gave a "scant" description of the alleged car. 

He said McKee had provided details of the vehicle's 

make, model and colour.  

Lord Chief Justice Sir Declan Morgan said the 

accused's account "seems to be a reasonably important part 

of the case". 

"I would like to be absolutely clear about the 

circumstances," he said. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-

16750033 

 

12-01-26 VA Senate panel backs repeal of one gun a 

month law 

The Senate Courts of Justice Committee on Wednesday 

approved a measure that would eliminate Virginia's one-

gun-a-month restriction on handgun purchases, setting up 

what could be the most significant change to Virginia's gun 

laws in years. 

The committee deferred until next year consideration of 

a bill that would exempt from state background checks 

http://www.philly.com/philly/blogs/cityhall/Mayor-Nutter-announces-new-crime-fighting-plan.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/blogs/cityhall/Mayor-Nutter-announces-new-crime-fighting-plan.html
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long guns and rifles purchased from gun dealers, and a 

senator withdrew from consideration a bill that would have 

restricted public colleges and universities from enacting 

regulations to bar the carrying of firearms on campus. 

Currently, the state's schools can enact their own 

regulations banning guns on campus. 

Gun-rights advocates are pushing a number of bills, 

emboldened by a conservative wave of Republican 

lawmakers who were elected in November and tipped the 

Senate's balance to the GOP. Republicans have an 8-7 

majority on the Courts committee, which Democrats 

controlled last year. 

In 1993, the legislature approved the one-gun-a-month 

restriction, advocated by then-Gov. L. Douglas Wilder, to 

address interstate trafficking of firearms in Virginia. 

Attempts to repeal the law had failed before this session, in 

which Republicans assumed control of the Senate for the 

first time in four years. 

The vote on Senate Bill 323, sponsored by Sen. Charles 

W. Carrico Sr., R-Grayson, was 8-6, with Sen. John S. 

Edwards, D-Roanoke, voting for passage with seven 

Republicans. Sen. Thomas K. Norment, Jr., R-James City, 

who was not present at the time of the vote, was recorded 

as abstaining. The vote came during a marathon five-hour 

meeting in which lawmakers took up a series of gun bills. 

The repeal measure has strong support in the 

Republican-dominated House of Delegates, and Gov. Bob 

McDonnell has indicated he is inclined to sign the bill. 

Opponents of Carrico's bill said repeal of the law would 

hamper efforts to stem the flow of weapons. 

"The only group that this law currently prohibits is gun 

traffickers," said gun-control advocate Andrew Goddard, 

father of Virginia Tech shooting survivor Colin Goddard. 

"Getting rid of the only law we have on the books ... is not 

going to make that problem go away." 

Josh Horwitz of the Coalition to Stop Gun Violence 

said the concern was not the purchaser of a couple of 

handguns during a month, but the "huge, bulk, multiple 

sales" of guns. 

Advocates for the legislation said the current law has so 

many exceptions allowing for the purchase of more than 

one handgun a month — for people like police officers and 

holders of concealed-weapon permits — that everyday 

law-abiding citizens are the only ones who can't exercise a 

constitutionally protected right. 

Carrico said only California, Maryland and New Jersey 

have similar laws, "which I don't want to be characterized 

with." 

The senator was less enthusiastic about presenting 

Senate Bill 324, which would have restricted schools from 

imposing gun bans on campus. The bill had drawn 

opposition from numerous gun-control advocates and had 

received a tepid reception from McDonnell. 

"It's not ready for prime time," he said, telling the 

committee he wants to address problems with the bill and 

bring it back next year. 

The committee also approved a measure that would 

prohibit anyone subject to an emergency protective order 

after an arrest for domestic violence from having a gun in 

the home of their alleged victim. Senate Bill 554, 

sponsored by Sen. Barbara Favola, D-Arlington, was 

approved 9-6. 

The committee also approved, along party lines, a bill 

that would immunize from civil liability a person who uses 

deadly force against an intruder in his home. Senate Bill 4, 

sponsored by Sen. Richard H. Stuart, R-Westmoreland, 

passed 8-7. 

Senators also approved a measure that would prohibit 

localities from requiring fingerprints of first-time 

applicants for concealed-handgun permits. 

"It's an onus on the law-abiding citizen and 

unnecessary," said Sen. Thomas A. Garrett Jr., R-Louisa, a 

co-sponsor of Senate Bill 67, with Sen. William M. Stanley 

Jr., R-Franklin County. 

Opponents, including gun-control advocates and the 

Virginia Municipal League said fingerprint checks are part 

of a system that helps identify people who are not qualified 

to carry concealed weapons. Roughly one-third of 

Virginia's communities require fingerprinting of applicants 

of concealed-weapon permits. The vote was 8-6, with 

Norment again abstaining by proxy. 

http://www2.timesdispatch.com/news/2012/jan/26/tdma

in01-senate-panel-backs-repeal-of-one-gun-a-mo-ar-

1640517/ 

 

12-01-26 Gun owner ID cards soar in Chicago 

Chicago has seen a 16 percent spike in the number of 

people holding state firearm owner’s identification cards in 

the past two years, state officials said Wednesday. 

About 122,000 people possessed FOID cards at the 

beginning of this year compared to 105,000 at the 

beginning of 2010, said Monique Bond, spokeswoman for 

the Illinois State Police. 

Illinois residents must possess a FOID card to buy guns 

in the state. 

Illinois State Police officials check an applicant’s 

identification and background before issuing a card. 

The uptick in FOID cards follows the City Council’s 

approval of a July 2010 ordinance lifting a 28-year-old ban 

on handguns in Chicago. 

The ordinance requires gun owners to obtain a city gun 

permit, register their firearms with the Chicago Police 

Department and keep their guns in their homes. 

The Chicago Police Department said about 15,300 guns 

are registered to about 4,100 Chicagoans, and 60 permit 

applications are pending.  

Todd Vandermyde, a legislative liaison for the National 

Rifle Association, said he believes Chicagoans are getting 

http://www2.timesdispatch.com/news/2012/jan/26/tdmain01-senate-panel-backs-repeal-of-one-gun-a-mo-ar-1640517/
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FOID cards to comply with state law but are snubbing their 

noses at the city ordinance because they believe the 

registration process is too onerous. 

“They’re taking their chances with the city,” he said. 

“It’s just an ordinance violation.” 

Officials said the statewide number of FOID card 

holders and applications for cards has also risen in recent 

years. 

As of Jan. 1, 2011, there were nearly 1.4 million FOID 

card holders statewide, compared to more than 1.3 million 

a year earlier, Bond said. That’s an increase of more than 6 

percent. 

There were 321,000 applications for FOID cards 

statewide in 2011, compared about 287,500 in 2010, she 

added. 

Vandermyde cited several reasons for the statewide rise: 

he thinks more women are getting guns; more people are 

hoping the state will pass a concealed-carry law; and more 

people believe the Obama administration will make it 

harder to get weapons in the future. 

http://www.suntimes.com/news/cityhall/10234844-

418/gun-owner-id-cards-soar-in-chicago.html 

 

12-01-26 Victim kills teen robber on trail, police say 

A 65-year-old man shot two teens, one fatally, as they 

tried to rob him Wednesday morning on a trail near the 

Schuylkill River, police said. 

The Berks County coroner's office did not release the 

name of the boy who was killed, saying only that he was a 

16-year-old from the city. Officials said his mother asked 

them to give her time to notify relatives before releasing 

his name. 

He was pronounced dead at the scene at 12:17 p.m. by 

Deputy Coroner Jonn M. Hollenbach. An autopsy is 

scheduled this afternoon in Reading Hospital. 

The other teen, who was shot once, was taken to 

Reading Hospital. Police did not release his name. 

Information on his condition could not be obtained. 

A third teen, identified only as a 15-year-old boy, was 

stopped at the scene by police and taken in for questioning. 

He was later committed to the county youth center in Bern 

Township on unspecified charges. 

Authorities also did not release the name of the man, 

who was not charged. 

Police said the shooting occurred shortly before 11 on 

the Thun Trail near the Schuylkill River pedestrian bridge 

between Reading and West Reading. 

According to investigators: 

The man was riding his bicycle on the trail near the 

Bertolet Fishing Dock at South First Avenue and Chestnut 

Street in West Reading. 

The teens knocked the man off his bicycle, and two of 

them assaulted him. 

The man pulled out a handgun and shot them both. 

Someone flagged down a passer-by in the 200 block of 

Riverfront Drive near Reading Area Community College. 

Within minutes officers from the city, West Reading, 

Cumru Township, state police and the Berks County 

sheriff's office were at the scene. They found the dead boy 

on a sliver of land that is part of Cumru at the end of the 

pedestrian bridge. 

District Attorney John T. Adams responded with 

detectives from the county's forensic services unit. 

After consulting with Adams, police decided to release 

the man and charge the juvenile. 

Cumru police ask anyone with information to call 610-

777-9595. 

http://readingeagle.com/article.aspx?id=361536 

 

12-01-26 DA: Robbery victim, 65, justified in 

shooting of teens on trail 

65-year-old man was justified in shooting two of three 

teenagers who were attempting to rob him as he rode his 

bicycle along a popular river trail Wednesday morning, 

authorities announced Thursday. 

The ordeal unfolded shortly before 11 a.m. on the Thun 

Trail in Cumru Twp., Berks Co. 

The teens knocked the man off his bicycle and onto the 

ground, said police, who added that two of the teens were 

assaulting the man when he pulled out a gun and shot them. 

The man was licensed to carry a gun, said Berks County 

District Attorney John Adams, who noted that he told 

investigators that he feared for his life. 

One of the alleged assailants, Julius Johnson, 16, of 

Reading, died at the scene of a gunshot wound to the chest, 

the coroner said. 

Another teen, a student in the Gov. Mifflin School 

District, was also shot and taken to a hospital for surgery. 

The third teen was uninjured and committed to the 

county's Youth Detention Center. 

The man who shot them was the teens' third victim of 

the day, said Berks County District Attorney John Adams. 

http://www.wfmz.com/news/news-regional-berks/DA-

Robbery-victim-65-justified-in-shooting-of-teens-on-trail/-

/121418/8505702/-/3s906uz/-/index.html 

 

12-01-26 Emily Miller: I will testify before D.C. city 

council about guns 

Through the course of writing the “Emily Gets Her 

Gun” series on getting a firearm legally, I’ve become all 

too familiar with the ins and outs of the registration process 

in Washington, D.C. Now I will have the opportunity to 

share my experiences, complaints and suggestions with the 

local lawmakers who have the power to change these 

regulations. 

I will be testifying before the D.C. city council’s 

Judiciary Committee on Monday, Jan. 30. As a D.C. 

resident, I will be telling the council members about my 
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personal experience in trying to follow their convoluted 

registration process.  

Committee Chairman Phil Mendelson, Democrat at-

large, is holding the hearing on the Firearms Amendment 

Act, which would ease some requirements for gun 

registration. 

In early November, I started publishing stories in The 

Washington Times about the significant burden in terms of 

cost, time and travel to take the required five-hour gun 

ownership class. Less than a month later, Mr. Mendelson 

introduced this bill which in part would make it possible to 

take the class without leaving the District.  

In addition, I have brought attention to the fact that the 

list of certified instructors for the class had not been 

updated by Metropolitan Police Department in over two 

years. Within a month, a new list showed up online with 15 

new teachers added and 14 obsolete ones removed. That 

was a good step in the right direction. 

At the same time, the city loosened its tight grip on the 

list of guns eligible for registration. The law was that any 

gun on the California, Massachusetts or Maryland lists 

before 2009 was legal in D.C. Now, residents don’t have to 

do as much research, as all the guns on the three states' lists 

are eligible in the District.  

The District’s gun control laws were written after the 

30-year gun ban was overturned by the Supreme Court's 

Heller decision in 2008. 

The Mendelson bill would amend the current firearms 

laws to allow a person to temporarily possess a firearm 

while participating in the gun ownership course; no longer 

require the class for those with military training or a gun 

license in another state; clarify that the written test is a one-

time requirement per applicant; repeal the requirement for 

a vision test; repeal the requirement that each pistol be 

submitted for ballistic testing; require the police to take the 

registration photo instead of the resident providing passport 

photos; and make other corrections and clarifications. 

I’m working on my formal testimony, but, really, I want 

to just tell the council that I intend to own a gun to protect 

myself, and it’s my right to do so. And they are making 

that as difficult as possible. 

Next up in the series: Applying to register a gun in D.C. 

"Emily Gets Her Gun" is a series following senior 

editor Emily Miller as she tries to legally get her hands on 

a gun in the nation's capital. You can also follow her on 

Twitter and Facebook.  

http://www.washingtontimes.com/blog/guns/2012/jan/2

6/miller-i-will-testify-dc-city-council-about-guns/ 

 

12-01-26 State gets a high rank on killing list 

PENNSYLVANIA ranked third among all 50 states in 

the murder rate of black residents, in a study released 

yesterday by the Washington, D.C.-based Violence Policy 

Center.  

Based on the latest FBI data, from 2009, the city's 

"Black Homicide Victimization Rate" was 28.30 per 

100,000 - six times the national rate - and 85 percent were 

gunshot victims. 

"You can't start talking about reducing the rate of 

homicide victimization without talking about the role 

played by firearms," center executive director Josh 

Sugarmann, who co-authored the study, told the Daily 

News yesterday. 

Pennsylvania's rate of black homicides - ranking behind 

only Missouri and Michigan - has been consistently higher 

than that of New Jersey, Delaware and New York. 

Sugarmann attributed that to Pennsylvania's lack of 

controls beyond federal firearm standards and the state's 

refusal to allow communities to enact their own firearms 

laws. 

For J. Whyatt Mondesire, local NAACP president, the 

problem of black homicide victims has posed a significant 

challenge. 

"I'm at my wit's end looking for solutions to this 

problem," said Mondesire, who has tried to reduce gun 

violence by speaking at schools. 

Mondesire said that reaching black parents is an even 

more difficult, although necessary, task. 

"It starts in the home," he said.  

"There's a whole lot of parenting that's not going on."  

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/20120126_State_get

s_a_high_rank_on_killing_list.html 

 

12-01-25 Police hunt US-bought guns smuggled in 

hold luggage 

Weapons smuggled into the UK from the US in hold 

luggage are being hunted by police, it has been revealed. 

American Steven Greenoe, 37, is accused in the US of 

smuggling 62 guns into the UK, including Glock and 

Ruger 9mm pistols. 

Police fear many were sold on to criminal gangs in 

north-west England. 

Documents posted in US courts reveal US officials 

questioned Mr Greenoe about the dismantled guns in his 

luggage, but he talked his way on to a flight. 

One of the weapons allegedly bought by Mr Greenoe 

has been linked to a drive-by shooting in Wythenshawe, 

Manchester, last October, in which a man was hit in the 

leg. 

In addition, Merseyside police in February arrested two 

suspected firearms dealers and recovered three Glock 

pistols Mr Greenoe had purchased in the US state of North 

Carolina the week before, investigators said. 

Court documents obtained by the BBC reveal that in 

May, US transportation security agents at an airport in 

Raleigh, North Carolina, discovered several broken-down 

guns in Mr Greenoe's luggage after he had checked in for a 

flight to Atlanta, in the US. 

http://www.washingtontimes.com/blog/guns/2012/jan/26/miller-i-will-testify-dc-city-council-about-guns/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/blog/guns/2012/jan/26/miller-i-will-testify-dc-city-council-about-guns/
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/20120126_State_gets_a_high_rank_on_killing_list.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/20120126_State_gets_a_high_rank_on_killing_list.html


Mr Greenoe, a US citizen born in Louisiana, told the 

agents he was a firearms salesman and that the guns were 

not in working order, court records indicate.  

Believing Mr Greenoe to be travelling only to Atlanta, 

they allowed him to continue on his way. From Atlanta, he 

travelled to Manchester with the guns in his baggage, 

investigators said. 

US prosecutors say Mr Greenoe purchased in the US 

and illegally transported to the UK an arsenal of weapons: 

dozens of Glock 9mm pistols, dozens of Ruger pistols and 

pistols of other makes. 

Investigators said his cover story in case he was 

challenged by customs agents was to claim that 

disassembled and disguised firearm components in his 

luggage were in fact "inert and non-working" engineering 

samples. 

'Genuinely shocking'  

Det Ch Supt Simon Leach, of Lancashire Police, said 

his force was leading a criminal investigation into the 

activities of Mr Greenoe, in conjunction with the one under 

way in the US. 

"It is essential that as part of this ongoing investigation 

that we continue to trace all the weapons that have not yet 

been recovered and therefore we would appeal to anyone 

who may have any information that could assist the 

investigation to come forward and contact police in 

confidence," he said. 

Former Scotland Yard counter-terrorism chief Andy 

Hayman said details of the case were "genuinely 

shocking". 

Writing in The Times, he said: "This makes a mockery 

of the stringent checks we all endure at US airports, such as 

removing our shoes and belts, having our toothpaste 

confiscated and all the other irritants. 

"Steven Greenoe's guns could just have easily been 

bombs." 

Analysis 

The arrest of Steven Greenoe for allegedly shipping 

handguns into the UK illegally is raising few eyebrows in 

America.  

After all, weapons sold in the US frequently find their 

way on to the black market. 

And the number of weapons - including assault rifles - 

that cross the border into Mexico each year are thought to 

number in the many tens of thousands. A few dozen 

handguns disappearing into the UK's underworld look 

paltry by comparison. 

In any case, Mr Greenoe has been charged only with 

exporting weapons without a licence. 

According to the criminal complaint filed in North 

Carolina, he told American customs inspectors that the 

guns in his luggage were for his employees: security 

contractors working on 'overseas maritime protection'. 

But so hard is it to obtain a handgun in the UK that 

these weapons - Glock 9mm side arms and other similar 

models - could command thousands of pounds on British 

streets. 

And a few dozen handguns suddenly entering 

circulation could have significant effect on a city's crime. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-12279177 

 

12-01-25 What goes on in the mind of a sniper? 

A young cowboy from Texas who joined the elite US 

Navy Seals became the most deadly sniper in American 

history. In a book published this month he provides an 

unusual insight into the psychology of a soldier who waits, 

watches and kills. 

As US forces surged into Iraq in 2003, Chris Kyle was 

handed a sniper rifle and told to watch as a marine 

battalion entered an Iraqi town.  

A crowd had come out to greet them. Through the scope 

he saw a woman, with a child close by, approaching his 

troops. She had a grenade ready to detonate in her hand. 

"This was the first time I was going to have to kill 

someone. I didn't know whether I was going to be able to 

do it, man, woman or whatever," he says.  

"You're running everything through your mind. This is 

a woman, first of all. Second of all, am I clear to do this, is 

this right, is it justified? And after I do this, am I going to 

be fried back home? Are the lawyers going to come after 

me saying, 'You killed a woman, you're going to prison'?" 

But he didn't have much time to debate these questions. 

"She made the decision for me, it was either my fellow 

Americans die or I take her out." 

He pulled the trigger. 

Kyle remained in Iraq until 2009. According to official 

Pentagon figures, he killed 160 people, the most career 

sniper kills in the history of the US military. His own 

estimate is much higher, at 255 kills.  

According to army intelligence, he was christened "The 

Devil" by Iraqi insurgents, who put a $20,000 (£13,000) 

bounty on his head.  

Married with two children, he has now retired from the 

military and has published a book in which he claims to 

have no regrets, referring to the people he killed as 

"savages". 

Job satisfaction  

But a study into snipers in Israel has shown that snipers 

are much less likely than other soldiers to dehumanise their 

enemy in this way.  

Chris Kyle killed an estimated 40 people during the 

second battle of Fallujah in 2004  

Part of the reason for this may be that snipers can see 

their targets with great clarity and sometimes must observe 

them for hours or even days. 

"It's killing that is very distant but also very personal," 

says anthropologist Neta Bar. "I would even say intimate." 

She studied attitudes to killing among 30 Israeli snipers 

who served in the Palestinian territories from 2000 to 2003, 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-12279177


to examine whether killing is unnatural or traumatic for 

human beings.  

She chose snipers in particular because, unlike pilots or 

tank drivers who shoot at big targets like buildings, the 

sniper picks off individual people. 

What she found was that while many Israeli soldiers 

would refer to Palestinian militants as "terrorists", snipers 

generally referred to them as human beings. 

"The Hebrew word for human being is Son of Adam 

and this was the word they used by far more than any other 

when they talked about the people that they killed," she 

says. 

Snipers almost never referred to the men they killed as 

targets, or used animal or machine metaphors. Some 

interviewees even said that their victims were legitimate 

warriors. 

"Here is someone whose friends love him and I am sure 

he is a good person because he does this out of ideology," 

said one sniper who watched through his scope as a family 

mourned the man he had just shot. "But we from our side 

have prevented the killing of innocents, so we are not sorry 

about it." 

This justification - which was supported by friends, 

family and wider Israeli society - could be one reason why 

the snipers didn't report any trauma after killing, she 

suggests. 

"Being prepared for all those things that might crack 

their conviction, actually enabled them to kill without 

suffering too much." 

She also noted that the snipers she studied were rational 

and intelligent young men. 

In most military forces, snipers are subject to rigorous 

testing and training and are chosen for aptitude. In the UK, 

they complete a three-month training course, with a pass 

rate of only one in four. 

Every person I killed I strongly believe that they were 

bad” 

The US marine sniper course is one of the hardest 

training courses in the military, with a failure rate of more 

than 60% and a long list of prerequisites for recruits, 

including "a high degree of maturity, equanimity and 

common sense". 

Research in Canada has also found that snipers tend to 

score lower on tests for post-traumatic stress and higher on 

tests for job satisfaction than the average soldier. 

"By and large, they are very healthy, well-adjusted 

young men," says Peter Bradley at the Royal Military 

College of Canada, who is studying 150 snipers in 

Afghanistan. "When you meet them you're taken by how 

sensible and level-headed they are." 

Don't tell your wife  

But both the Israeli and the Canadian studies only spoke 

to snipers who were still on active duty. Neta Bar suspects 

many of them could experience problems in years to come, 

after they return to normal society. 

What causes trauma? 

The US Department of Veterans defines three sources 

of war-related trauma: being at risk of death or injury, 

seeing others hurt or killed and having to kill or wound 

others. Snipers suffer less of the first but arguably more of 

the latter two. 

"A sniper is exposed to less unknown danger, has better 

reach and sees more," says a former infantryman and 

spokesperson for the UK army. "They won't be exposed to 

as much trauma as a dismounted, normal-operative 

infantryman."  

Tale of a Soviet sniper 

When former Soviet sniper Ilya Abishev fought in 

Afghanistan in 1988 he was immersed in Soviet 

propaganda and was convinced what he was doing was 

right. 

Regret came much later. "We believed we were 

defending the Afghan people," he says. "Now I am not 

proud, I am ashamed of my behaviour." 

There were about 20 gunmen escorting a convoy and 

one of them was unlucky enough to get in the sight of my 

scope. The distance was about 300m, almost nothing for a 

sniper. 

A few seconds later I saw him lying motionless. 

In the heat of the moment my only thought was to shoot 

more and more. I saw the figures rushing in panic and 

trying to hide. 

We killed all of them, except three or four who were 

wounded and captured. Afterwards I blamed myself for not 

being cool-headed enough. I thought that if I had been 

calmer, I would have killed more enemies.  

We were proud of ourselves, but now I am ashamed. 

If I was asked today, I would say it's very hard to kill, 

but more than 20 years ago I was too young.  

Ilya Abishev fought in Afghanistan in 1988 

For police snipers, who operate within normal society 

rather than a war zone, doubts, or even trauma, can arise 

much sooner. 

Brian Sain, a sniper and deputy at the sheriff's 

department in Texas, says many police and army snipers 

struggle with having killed in such an intimate way. 

"It's not something you can tell your wife, it's not 

something you can tell your pastor," says Mr Sain, a 

member of Spotter, an American association that supports 

traumatised snipers. "Only another sniper understands how 

that feels." 

But for the US's deadliest sniper, remorse does not seem 

to be an issue. 

"It is a weird feeling," he admits. "Seeing an actual dead 

body... knowing that you're the one that caused it now to 

no longer move."  

But that is as far as he goes. 

"Every person I killed I strongly believe that they were 

bad," he says. "When I do go face God there is going to be 



lots of things I will have to account for but killing any of 

those people is not one of them."  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-16544490 

 

12-01-25 Pilots push to carry guns all day long 

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. -- They're already allowed 

to carry guns in the cockpit, but many pilots say that's not 

enough to keep aviation as safe as it should be. 

They want police-like authority to holster a weapon 

whether they're at the controls, riding in back of a plane or 

eating lunch in a terminal. 

"That would put us in line with standard law 

enforcement," said Marcus Flagg, president of the Federal 

Flight Deck Officer Association, which represents 

thousands of armed pilots. 

He declined to say exactly how many pilots now carry 

guns, but he said the number is just behind the FBI, which 

has about 13,800 armed agents. Since being given 

permission to pack heat 10 years ago, no U.S. pilot has 

ever had to draw a weapon against a passenger. 

Just the same, Flagg said the goal would be to protect 

the cockpit against a terror attack and provide stronger 

protection to U.S. commercial aviation. Armed pilots are 

on five times more flights than federal air marshals and 

ultimately are the "last line of defense." 

Yet, as it stands, qualified pilots can't even go to the 

restroom holstering a firearm. 

The Transportation Security Administration declines to 

say why it won't allow pilots to carry guns outside of the 

cockpit, other than to safeguard the traveling public. 

However, weapons experts say the policy likely is intended 

to eliminate the possibility of a troublemaker wresting a 

gun from pilot or of an accidental discharge while outside 

the cockpit. 

Flagg said the chances of a pilot being stripped of his 

gun are slim. 

"Yes, there is that possibility," he said, "but you're 

trained to protect against that." 

During six days of intense training in Artesia, N.M., 

pilots not only learn how to handle weapons but also close-

combat techniques. Further, passengers don't know 

whether a pilot is carrying a gun and that many ride in back 

out of uniform, he said. 

In November, Flagg testified before Congress that the 

TSA's tight gun carriage rules are discouraging thousands 

of pilots from joining the Federal Flight Deck Officer 

program. 

If pilots were given more leeway, the number of armed 

pilot applicants would double, said Flagg, 49, a pilot for a 

cargo airline and a Southlake, Texas, resident. 

"The more Federal Flight Deck Officers that are out 

there, the more flights that are covered," he said. "They 

should not be restrained by the government from defending 

the cockpit in the event of a terrorist attack regardless of 

the side of the cockpit door they are seated." 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/s_

778194.html 

 

12-01-25 Gastgeb to run for state Senate seat Pippy 

will leave open 

Allegheny County Councilman Vince Gastgeb made it 

official on Wednesday that he will run for the seat which 

state Sen. John Pippy plans to leave this year. 

Gastgeb, 48, of Bethel Park is one of the original 

members of County Council, which was formed in 1999. 

He serves as the Republican caucus chairman. Pippy, R-

Moon, announced this week he will not seek re-election 

after holding the seat since 2003. 

"County Council has allowed me to experience real 

issues and now take those issues as an outsider and turn 

them into solutions in Harrisburg," Gastgeb said in an e-

mail to reporters. 

Kim Stolfer, 57, of South Fayette, chairman of Firearm 

Owners Against Crime, also said he would run for the 37th 

District seat, which includes western suburbs of Allegheny 

County and some communities in Washington County 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/pit

tsburgh/s_778334.html 

 

12-01-25 14-year-old charged with leading 

Uniontown police on car chase 

A 14-year-old Fayette County boy has been charged as 

a juvenile for leading an officer on a vehicle chase while 

the boy carried a loaded handgun. 

Uniontown Police Detective Lt. Donald Gmitter said 

Officer Michael Bittner tried to stop a van at 3:05 p.m. 

Monday upon noticing a juvenile they knew was driving it. 

The driver refused to stop, leading the officer on a vehicle 

chase on Lincoln Street and Madison Avenue. 

The van continued traveling on other streets, nearly 

striking a vehicle on Bailey Avenue before sliding to a stop 

in a field near Lenox and Millview streets, according to a 

police report. The boy fled on foot but ultimately gave up 

and was taken into custody, police said. 

Bittner found a loaded .380-caliber handgun in the boy's 

right jeans pocket, according to the report. 

At no time did the boy threaten to use the weapon, 

Gmitter said. 

The van's owner, Joseph D. Lewis Jr., 42, of Lemont 

Furnace, told police he "let his little dude drive it to go see 

his girl and he was to bring it right back," according to the 

police report. 

The owner of the handgun, Sherman Core, 23, of 

Hopwood, told police he last saw the handgun in June 2011 

but failed to report it missing, according to police. 

"He stated he forgot the firearm ... and got arrested a 

short time later," said police in the report. "He didn't realize 

the firearm had been stolen until he got out of jail and 

wasn't sure how to report it." 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-16544490
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/s_778194.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/s_778194.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/pittsburgh/s_778334.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/pittsburgh/s_778334.html


Court records indicate Core was charged in June 2011 

with access device issued to another who did not authorize 

use, theft and receiving stolen property, but the charges 

were dismissed the following month. 

The boy is charged as a juvenile with possession of a 

firearm by a minor, firearms not to be carried without a 

license and fleeing or eluding police. 

He was taken to the Westmoreland County Juvenile 

Detention Center. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/re

gional/fayette/s_778267.html 

 

12-01-25 Gun Owner ID Cards Soar In Chicago 

CHICAGO (CBS) – Significantly more Chicagoans are 

arming themselves with guns. 

As WBBM Newsradio’s Regine Schlesinger reports, 

over the past two years, the city has seen a 16 percent spike 

in the number of people holding state Firearm Owner’s 

Identification Cards. 

About 122,000 people possessed FOID cards at the 

beginning of this year compared to 105,000 at the 

beginning of 2010, said Monique Bond, spokeswoman for 

the Illinois State Police. 

Illinois residents must possess a FOID card to buy guns 

in the state. 

Illinois State Police officials check an applicant’s 

identification and background before issuing a card. 

The uptick in FOID cards follows the City Council’s 

approval of a July 2010 ordinance lifting a 28-year-old ban 

on handguns in Chicago. That followed the U.S. Supreme 

Court ruling in the McDonald v. Chicago case, which 

rendered the law unenforceable. 

The city ordinance requires gun owners to obtain a city 

gun permit, register their firearms with the Chicago Police 

Department and keep their guns in their homes. 

The Police Department could not immediately provide 

the number of guns currently registered in the city. At the 

end of 2010, the department had approved about 1,500 

Chicago firearms permits and registered about 2,750 guns. 

Todd Vandermyde, a legislative liaison for the National 

Rifle Association, said he believes Chicagoans are getting 

FOID cards to comply with state law but are snubbing their 

noses at the city ordinance because they believe the 

registration process is too onerous. 

“They’re taking their chances with the city,” he said. 

“It’s just an ordinance violation.” 

Officials said the statewide number of FOID card 

holders and applications for cards has also risen in recent 

years. 

As of Jan. 1, 2011, there were nearly 1.4 million FOID 

card holders statewide, compared to more than 1.3 million 

a year earlier, Bond said. That’s an increase of more than 6 

percent. 

There were 321,000 applications for FOID cards 

statewide in 2011, compared about 287,500 in 2010, she 

added. 

Vandermyde cited several reasons for the statewide rise: 

he thinks more women are getting guns; more people are 

hoping the state will pass a concealed-carry law; and more 

people believe the Obama administration will make it 

harder to get weapons in the future. 

State Rep. Brandon Phelps (D-Harrisburg), an ardent 

gun rights supporter, says politics and the economy likely 

played a role in the rise in FOID registrations. 

“I think you’re seeing a lot of people that are more or 

less breaking into places, and I think people just want to be 

able to protect themselves and their families,” Phelps said. 

“I’m going to talk to the state police to find out where the 

biggest increases were.” 

Meanwhile, some downstate lawmakers continue to 

push for a concealed carry law in Illinois, which is the only 

state that does not have some such kind of law on the 

books. 

Phelps proposed a concealed carry law last year. It fell a 

few votes shy last spring, before it was pulled before the 

vote could be recorded.  

Phelps says he’ll likely call it again in March or April 

http://chicago.cbslocal.com/2012/01/25/gun-owner-id-

cards-soar-in-chicago/ 

 

12-01-25 Pennsylvania Supreme Court tosses revised 

legislative districts 

HARRISBURG -- The state Supreme Court on 

Wednesday overturned the Legislature's new maps for 

2012 House and Senate races, leaving districts in place 

until a five-member commission that designed the plan 

fixes the court's concerns. 

The 4-3 decision gave a glimmer of hope to lawmakers 

opposed to the changes in the Legislative Reapportionment 

Commission's plan. 

That plan, adopted in December, merged the 

McKeesport-based 45th district seat of Sen. Jim Brewster, 

a Democrat, with the 46th Washington County district of 

Sen. Tim Solobay, another Democrat. It also merged the 

House districts of Rep. Nick Kotik, D-Coraopolis, and Rep. 

Jesse White, D-Cecil, and eliminated the 22nd District of 

former Rep. Chelsa Wagner, D-Brookline, who is now 

Allegheny County controller. 

It's apparently the first time in modern history that the 

court has overturned a state legislative redistricting plan. 

Senate Republican and Democratic leaders said they were 

unaware of any such ruling under the modern 

reapportionment system adopted after the 1968 

Constitutional Convention. 

"I'm guardedly optimistic that I might have another 

shot," Kotik said . "It gives you a little optimism. But we'll 

see." 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/regional/fayette/s_778267.html
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White was driving on the turnpike near Somerset when 

he got the news. 

"I thought it was a done deal. I thought by my third 

term I'd seen everything. This shows I hadn't seen 

everything." It's still unclear whether the court will require 

"fixes at the edges or wholesale change," White said. 

Until a new plan is developed and the high court 

approves, the maps developed in the last redistricting in 

2001 will remain in effect. Until the court's majority 

opinion is issued, lawmakers won't know the scope of the 

court's concerns. 

"There's more we don't know than we know," said 

Senate Majority Leader Dominic Pileggi, R-Delaware 

County, a commission member. "The court has remanded 

the plan to the commission. We don't know the reasons for 

the remand. We have no indication when we'll see the 

opinion." 

"I think they need to go back to the drawing board," 

Senate Minority Leader Jay Costa said of the commission, 

which he serves on. 

Costa, D-Forest Hills, declined to say whether he 

thought district lines would remain as they are through this 

year's election, but said that the court's decision to order the 

2001 lines to remain in effect signaled that the court 

expects a drawn-out process. 

"The most important thing is the court preserved the 

2001 districts, and it is the 2001 districts that members will 

now be running in," Costa said. 

Fixing the plan "could take weeks or months," Costa 

said. He believes public hearings on the new plan must be 

held as it is developed. 

Costa said Brewster "was the first person I called. And 

he intends to run for the office -- the 45th district -- which 

we believe stays in Allegheny County." 

Costa had filed a motion with the court stating that the 

plan would have been different if negotiators had known 

Sen. John Pippy, R-Moon, was retiring. Pippy on Tuesday 

announced his plan not to seek re-election in the 37th 

District. 

Stephen Miskin, spokesman for House Majority Leader 

Mike Turzai, R -Bradford Woods, said Turzai believes the 

plan that was submitted "met the standards and conditions 

set forth in the Constitution" and in legal precedent. 

"Until we get an opinion, we can't know what needs to 

be fixed, but will respond accordingly," Miskin said. 

Theoretically, if no plan were agreed upon until July, 

Costa said, he could not imagine new elections being held 

at that time. He speculated that in such an instance, the new 

lines might not be used until 2014. 

"I'm pleased that a plan that was unfair to many 

communities and most especially some of those I 

represented for five years will not take effect," Wagner 

said. "Tactics such as splitting single neighborhoods into 

three districts would disenfranchise these communities." 

The Supreme Court called the redistricting approach 

"contrary to law." The justices' majority opinion was not 

available. 

Until lawmakers see more explanation from the court, it 

is difficult to provide specific comment, said Sen. Jim 

Ferlo, D-Highland Park. 

"Obviously, it (the ruling) is an indication they shared 

some of the concerns, but there were any number of 

appellants," Ferlo said. "It is important we keep the number 

of senators we have as strong voices for the West, whether 

they are D or R." 

The commission consists of the Republican and 

Democratic floor leaders from the House and Senate, along 

with a fifth member, an appointed judge. 

House Minority Leader Frank Dermody of Oakmont 

was unavailable for comment, but his office issued a 

statement: "We respect the court's ruling on the plan, and I 

will work diligently with my colleagues on the commission 

to address the court's specific concerns as soon as those are 

made known." 

Dermody had voted with Republicans for the plan. 

Costa had opposed it. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/valleynewsdispatch/s_

778445.html 

 

12-01-25 Outrage over beatings of Philadelphia 

citizens 

As a police officer and Vietnam veteran, I was 

understandably outraged at the savage attack of fellow 

Vietnam veteran and Purple Heart recipient Ed Schaefer. 

Schaefer was severely wounded in combat and has devoted 

his life to assisting military veterans. Despite lying in a 

hospital bed in critical condition, Schaefer said that he had 

very little animosity toward his attackers. I wish I could 

say the same thing. I wonder what the headlines would 

read if Schaefer was armed and shot one of these 

scumbags? Is it getting to the point where you can't even 

walk the streets of this city without a firearm for self-

protection? I'm waiting for the day when these dirtbags 

attack the wrong person and you see a few body chalk 

outlines on the 6 o'clock news. Perhaps then and only then 

will these misguided scum-of-the-earth predators get the 

message. 

Capt. Joseph DiLacqua  

Philadelphia Police Department  

http://www.philly.com/philly/opinion/20120125_Outra

ge_over_beatings_of_Philadelphia_citizens.html 

 

12-01-25 Former Officer Found Not Guilty In Son’s 

Death 

PITTSBURGH (KDKA) — A judge handed down a 

ruling today in the trial of a former police officer facing 

charges in connection with the death of his 5-year-old son. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/valleynewsdispatch/s_778445.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/valleynewsdispatch/s_778445.html
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John Thompson, 39, was found not guilty on charges of 

involuntary manslaughter, child endangerment and reckless 

endangerment. 

Thompson’s son, Gavin, died in November of 2010. 

According to investigators, the boy used a chair to get 

into his parents’ closet where he found his father’s police-

issued weapon and accidentally shot himself. 

During closing arguments earlier this week, the defense 

attorney said Thompson would gladly give his life for 

Gavin’s and that the incident has ruined him and his 

family. 

Thompson had worked as a police officer in both Port 

Vue and Lincoln Borough before the incident. 

Thompson’s attorney says although his client was found 

not guilty, the healing has really just begun. 

“This isn’t a case where you smile and you celebrate,” 

said Anthony Deluca, the defense attorney. “The end result 

of this is that he lost his son and there is no joy. It’s just 

like I said, all it is is one piece out of the way in this 

process.” 

Before reading the verdict, the judge said it was a 

difficult case, but in the end although Thompson was 

irresponsible he did not commit a crime. 

“We have no apologies for bringing these charges. The 

charges needed to be brought,” Mark Tranquilli, the 

Deputy District Attorney, said. “In light of the judge’s 

decision, which was a thoughtful and well-reasoned one, 

we hope that this stimulates the discourse, the ongoing 

discourse in Allegheny County and throughout the state 

about Second Amendment rights and responsibilities that 

come with those rights.” 

Thompson’s wife collapsed in court on Tuesday during 

the prosecution’s closing arguments. She split her lip on a 

chair but is otherwise fine. 

Thompson chose to have a non-jury trial. 

Thompson’s attorney says his client plans to return to 

work as a police officer 

http://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2012/01/25/ruling-

expected-today-in-death-of-former-officers-son/ 

 

12-01-24 Emily Miller: Transferring a gun into D.C 

bought my new 9mm Sig Sauer from a dealer in 

Virginia and needed to get it to into the District. When it 

comes to firearms, a distance of 70 miles might as well be 

thousands of miles across international borders. 

There is no open-carry right in the nation’s capital. It is 

against the law to posses a firearm in a public space unless 

traveling directly to or from a lawful, firearm-related 

activity, such as registering, hunting, shooting with it at a 

practice range. So a D.C. resident must use the city’s one 

legal gun dealer, Charles Sykes, to physically transfer the 

gun into the city.  

Mr. Sykes works about four hours a day to handle 

transferring the few hundred new guns registered each 

year. He charges the same transfer fee - $125 - whether he 

picks up your gun at a local store or he receives it in the 

mail. Either way, he holds the gun until you can provide 

the certified registration certificate.  

His business is located inside the same building as 

Metropolitan Police Department, which is convenient for 

residents, though inconvenient when it comes time to mail 

the gun. The U.S. postal service does not deliver to the 

police headquarters in D.C. Mr. Sykes, therefore, 

recommends guns be sent to him via UPS or FedEx, so that 

the guns are “passing through as few hands as possible.“ 

I bought my gun from Mark Attanasio of Immortal 

Arms in Culpeper Virginia. When I made the purchase on 

the phone, the dealer offered to deliver the gun to Mr. 

Sykes. I had a feeling that he couldn’t do that, but he 

believed that his Federal Firearms License (FFL) would 

suffice. 

After sorting through the D.C. gun laws, Mr. Attanasio 

called me back. “I’m a FFL licensed dealer and I can’t 

drive it into the city to Sykes, another licensed dealer,” he 

told me, astounded. “But I can send it to him and pass 

through who-knows-how-many unlicensed hands.” I'm 

watching first-hand how gun-control restrictions aren't 

based on common sense.  

Mr. Attanasio was supposed to switch the standard 13-

round magazine in my gun for a D.C.-legal, 10-round one 

and convert to E2 grips. Then he sent the gun to Mr. Sykes 

through UPS. It cost $43 to ship the short distance because 

guns have to be sent overnight delivery and require “adult 

signature.”  

After my gun gets to Mr. Sykes, I still need to pass a 

written test, get paper work filled out and signed, get 

approved for the registration and endure a 10-day waiting 

period. It is illegal for Mr. Sykes to release the gun to me 

before all of these steps have been completed.  

I wondered what would happen if I didn’t pass the 

registration requirements? I paid $781 for a gun and, 

generally, such purchases are non-refundable. Mr. Sykes 

has seen this happen before. 

“Registration is not 100 percent. The FBI may say yes, 

but D.C. says no. Or D.C. says yes, and the FBI says no,” 

the long-time gun dealer explained. “I just send it back to 

where it came from. Then it’s up to you to work it out to 

get your money. But I’ll tell you, the average company is 

not going to want to talk about returning a gun that’s been 

out of their possession for three or four months.”  

When I first went to the gun registry office and was told 

about the written test on the laws, I asked the officer what 

happens to the gun if you don’t pass the test. “That doesn’t 

happen very often,” she said. “And we let you take it over 

once without paying.” This was not very reassuring. So if 

you fail anywhere along the line in the registration process, 

you’re out hundreds of dollars and the right to keep arms. 

I put a lot of thought and effort into making sure my 

purchase was exactly what I wanted for another reason. 

http://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2012/01/25/ruling-expected-today-in-death-of-former-officers-son/
http://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2012/01/25/ruling-expected-today-in-death-of-former-officers-son/


You are stuck with what you picked as long as you live in 

the city. 

The law in D.C. says you can’t pawn a gun or sell to 

anyone who isn't a licensed dealer. That sounds like 

standard practice until you realize that the only licensed 

gun dealer in the city is Charles Sykes, and he doesn’t buy 

and sell. He only transfers. If you buy a gun in this town, 

there’s no returns or exchanges. So you better be sure you 

will like it.  

Next up in the series: I will testify before the D.C. city 

council about guns  

http://www.washingtontimes.com/blog/guns/2012/jan/2

4/miller-transferring-gun-dc/ 

 

12-01-24 Issa cries foul after key player in Fast and 

Furious scandal refuses to testify 

As Arizona state officials open their own probe into 

Operation Fast and Furious, the head of the House panel 

investigating the gunrunning scandal is crying foul over a 

key player's move Tuesday to assert his Fifth Amendment 

right to refuse to answer questions. 

Patrick Cunningham, the chief of the criminal division 

of the U.S. attorney's office in Arizona, was excused from 

a deposition after refusing to give more than his name and 

title, Fox News has learned.  

Cunningham informed the House Oversight and 

Government Reform Committee through his attorney that 

he would use the Fifth Amendment protection after being 

subpoenaed last week to testify in front of congressional 

investigators regarding his role in the operation that sent 

more than 2,000 guns to the Sinaloa drug cartel. Guns from 

the failed operation were found at the murder scene of 

Border Patrol Agent Brian Terry in 2010. 

Committee Chairman Darrell Issa called the decision a 

"startling development" and in a letter to Attorney General 

Eric Holder wrote that the refusal to testify implies that 

"Mr. Cunningham may have engaged in criminal conduct 

with respect to Fast and Furious is a major escalation of the 

department's culpability." 

Issa said Justice Department officials claim 

Cunningham misinformed them about Fast and Furious as 

the department prepared its initial response to Congress' 

inquiry into the failed program. Cunningham's lawyer 

denies those allegations. 

Cunningham was excused from the deposition, but may 

be called again later, according to the letter. The committee 

may also issue additional requests or subpoenas for 

Cunningham's associates in the U.S. Attorney's office. 

The Justice Department declined to comment. The 

committee's ranking Democrat, Rep. Elijah Cummings of 

Maryland, said that while he is "disappointed" 

Cunningham would not testify before the committee, "I 

respect his constitutional rights. It is inappropriate for 

Chairman Issa to engage in wild and unsubstantiated 

speculation about why he did so." 

Holder is expected to be questioned about this when he 

testifies in front of the panel next Thursday. 

On Monday, two men, Jacob Wayne Chambers and 

Jacob Anthony Montelongo, each pleaded guilty in federal 

court to a conspiracy charge tied to the scandal. 

Montelongo also pleaded guilty to dealing guns without a 

license. 

The pair admitted being part of a 20-person smuggling 

ring that is accused of running guns into Mexico for use by 

the Sinaloa cartel. 

Two rifles bought by the ring were found at the scene of 

a December 2010 shoot-out near the Arizona-Mexico 

border that mortally wounded Terry. The two guns weren't 

purchased by Chambers and Montelongo but were bought 

by another alleged ring member. 

Meanwhile, back in Arizona, lawmakers are beginning 

their own probe into Operation Fast and Furious. 

A special committee was formed to find out if state gun 

dealers were coerced by federal officials into selling guns 

to buyers they knew were criminals. 

"I know one thing, some of them will testify they were 

forced to do it under the threat of losing their license to sell 

firearms in this state. That's wrong and we're gonna 

investigate it," said Republic state Rep. David Burnell 

Smith. 

State officials will also look into victims injured by Fast 

and Furious weapons. As of now, only two incidents tied to 

the guns are known about in the United States -- the 

murder of Terry and a non-fatal shooting of a state police 

officer. 

State laws broken by federal officials could include 

misconduct involving weapons, conspiracy or aiding and 

abetting those involved in a crime. 

"We have waited long enough," said Arizona House 

Speaker Andy Tobin. " This thing is over a year old. It is 

time to move forward and see where we are going to be, to 

see what really happened." 

The bipartisan committee's report is due March 1. Use 

of a grand jury, the state attorney general or a special 

prosecutor to issue subpoenas will be decided this week. 

http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2012/01/24/key-

player-in-fast-and-furious-scandal-refuses-to-testify-in-

congressional/ 

 

12-01-24 Virginia man acquitted in Philly self-

defense shooting in 2010 sued by victim; case may test 

Pa. Castle Doctrine law 

One year ago, Gerald Ung was acquitted of attempted 

murder during a jury trial at Philadelphia Common Pleas 

Court. 

The Feb. 15, 2010 verdict pleased many gun rights 

advocates, since it signalized increasing tolerance for those 

who resort to using deadly force with their firearms when 

they fear for their life. 

http://www.washingtontimes.com/blog/guns/2012/jan/24/miller-transferring-gun-dc/
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Ung was then a 29-year-old Virginia transplant living in 

Philadelphia while attending his third year of law school at 

Temple University. 

After a night out on the town in January 2010, he and a 

female companion got into an altercation in Philadelphia’s 

Old City neighborhood with Eddie DiDonato, Jr. and two 

of DiDonato’s buddies. 

The altercation ended with Ung pulling his legal 

handgun and firing a half-dozen times at DiDonato. 

Ung had argued that he feared for his life while being 

pursued by the three larger men; security camera footage 

confirmed Ung was backing away from the group at the 

time he pulled his gun and fired the shots. 

DiDonato, a former lacrosse player, didn’t die; but he 

did sustain numerous injuries, including partial paralysis. 

Ung was subsequently charged with attempted murder, 

aggravated assault and possession of an instrument of 

crime. 

He was also initially charged with carrying a firearm 

without a license, but that charge was rescinded after police 

conceded that Ung’s Virginia-issued concealed carry 

permit is recognized in Pennsylvania. 

The case mainly drew publicity because it involved the 

shooting of an unarmed man in what was deemed a self-

defense situation. 

After a trial in which Ung emotionally testified on his 

own behalf, the jury acquitted the law student on all 

charges. 

The story seemed to be over – until now. 

On Dec. 30, prominent Philadelphia personal injury 

lawyer Robert Mongeluzzi filed a lawsuit on behalf of 

DiDonato. The defendants named in the civil action are 

Ung and a handful of drinking establishments that served 

alcohol to Ung on the night the shooting occurred. 

The suit alleges that the bars should be at least partially 

liable for what occurred to DiDonato given the fact that 

they allegedly acted negligently in over-serving either Ung 

or acquaintances of the plaintiff. 

The lawsuit has caused some Internet chatter, with legal 

news bloggers and Second Amendment advocates alike 

questioning the validity of the complaint, for various 

reasons. 

‘Castle Doctrine’ 

Last June, Gov. Tom Corbett signed so-called “Castle 

Doctrine” legislation into law. The bill, unanimously 

supported by both members of Pennsylvania’s legislative 

chambers, gives people the right to use deadly force 

outside of the home when they feel as though their lives are 

in danger. 

Traditionally, people under threat outside the home 

would have to try and retreat from an attack as a first 

option; the old law only permitted deadly force inside 

one’s residence. 

Gun rights supporters hailed the bill’s passage as a 

victory for self-defense; opponents warned of gunfights 

playing out in the streets over minor disputes. 

The Ung case is interesting in that it may have the 

ability to test the Castle Doctrine’s effectiveness. At the 

same time, it’s unknown how things will play out in civil 

court, particularly because the shooting took place prior to 

the law’s passage. 

The law has a built-in civil immunity provision, which 

is designed to make it extremely difficult for a plaintiff in a 

civil case to collect damages when it was determined that a 

shooting was done in self-defense. 

In other words, if prosecutors rule a shooting justified, a 

plaintiff in a civil case, at least theoretically, will have a 

heavy burden to prove when it comes time for them to try 

and secure a favorable verdict or collect a settlement. 

The thing about the Ung case is that while the shooting 

took place before the law’s passage, the lawsuit, which was 

filed at Philadelphia’s Common Pleas Court Dec. 30, 

comes well after the Castle Doctrine got Gov. Corbett’s 

signature. 

The question now is, will the law be applied 

retroactively, so as to give Ung the civil immunity 

protections built into the self-defense bill? 

Or will the courts rule that civil immunity is null and 

void, since Ung deployed deadly force before Castle 

Doctrine became law? 

It’s anyone’s guess how things will turn out, but at this 

point, it appears the law is on DiDonato’s side. 

No retroactive protection 

A legislative staffer for state Rep. Scott Perry, the York 

County Republican who authored the Castle Doctrine 

legislation, told the Pennsylvania Record that the law is not 

retroactive, meaning that anyone involved in self-defense 

shootings prior to its passage would have had to prove they 

attempted to retreat from a threat first before deploying 

deadly force. 

That also goes for the civil immunity provision, 

meaning Ung could be on the hook for compensatory 

damages should the case end up in a plaintiff’s verdict. 

Some attorneys who specialize in Pennsylvania firearms 

laws are eagerly awaiting the civil case’s outcome. 

“I just don’t think it’s going to be such a big player,” 

Quakertown, Pa. attorney Phil Kline said of the Castle 

Doctrine as it relates to the Ung suit. 

One thing Kline, who is not directly involved in the 

litigation, does find interesting about the case is that 

DiDonato appears to be “throwing his companions under 

the bus.” 

The lawsuit, while blaming the bars for over-serving 

patrons, also concedes that DiDonato’s friends, Thomas 

Kelly and Andrew DiLoretto, were “visibly intoxicated” 

during the night of the shooting. 

Kelly, in particular, was mentioned in prior news 

reports as being the friend who seemed to have instigated, 



or at least escalated, the confrontation between both groups 

of people. 

Kline said he finds it interesting that DiDonato’s two 

friends were not named as co-defendants in the civil suit, 

while the complaint seems to imply that the friends may 

have been a proximate cause of DiDonato’s injuries, 

something Kline said appears to be contrary to the 

allegations in the criminal case. 

Jon Mirowitz, a Philadelphia attorney who specializes 

in firearms cases and helped push for the Castle Doctrine’s 

passage, said while the law appears to not be retroactive, 

attorneys on both sides of the court battle will surely try to 

prove why one side is more culpable than the other. 

“The law isn’t what’s written,” Mirowitz said. “The law 

is what the judge says is written.” 

Allegations 

In total, the lawsuit names as defendants five 

Philadelphia restaurants and bars that the plaintiff claims 

over-served either Ung or the plaintiff’s friends the night of 

the shooting, something DiDonato contends helped lead to 

the incident. 

The establishments named are Eulogy Belgian Tavern, 

Khyber Pass Pub, Lucy’s Hat Shop, Paradigm Restaurant 

& Bar, Field House Sports Bar and EBT Businesses. 

The lawsuit claims that the negligent sale of alcoholic 

beverages to either Ung or DiDonato’s companions by the 

various businesses was a direct and proximate cause of 

DiDonato’s injuries. The suit alleges that the actions 

constitute violations of Pennsylvania’s Dram Shop Act. 

Eulogy and the Khyber Pass Pub are accused of over-

serving Ung while Eulogy and the remaining defendant 

bars are accused of over-serving DiDonato’s friends, Kelly 

and DiLoretto. 

The suit contains an assault and battery claim against 

Ung, claiming that the defendant acted with reckless 

disregard for the welfare and safety of the plaintiff. 

“Defendant, Gerald Ung, intended to cause a harmful 

contact with the body of plaintiff that directly resulted in 

harmful contact with the body of plaintiff,” the lawsuit 

reads. 

The lawsuit also accuses Ung of negligence for 

escalating a dispute to the use of deadly force, failing to 

attempt to retreat from any perceived threat, failing to use 

appropriate, proportionate and/or reasonable force, 

shooting plaintiff when deadly force was neither required 

nor permitted, continuing to shoot plaintiff when [plaintiff] 

could not possibly have been a threat, carrying a firearm 

while intoxicated, shooting the person who was not the 

aggressor, and failing to attempt to flee the scene before 

inflicting deadly force. 

The lawsuit claims that DiDonato sustained serious and 

debilitating injuries to his abdomen, left hand, left clavicle 

and back, back problems and other injuries, causing him 

financial loss for medical expenses. 

DiDonato seeks compensatory damages in excess of 

$50,000 for each count listed in the complaint in addition 

to punitive damages and other related costs. 

DiDonato is reportedly the son of prominent 

Philadelphia attorney Edward DiDonato, Sr., of the firm 

Fox Rothschild. 

The case ID number is 11120385. 

http://pennrecord.com/news/virginia-man-acquitted-in-

philly-self-defense-shooting-in-2010-sued-by-victim-case-

may-test-pa-castle-doctrine-law/ 

 

12-01-24 GA Councilman wants sheriff to stop 

urging people to get concealed weapons permits 

Spartanburg County Councilman wants Sheriff Wright 

to stop recommending concealed weapons permits 

Spartanburg County Council's lone Democrat wants 

Sheriff Chuck Wright to stop encouraging residents to 

obtain concealed weapons permits. Councilman Michael 

Brown says his constituents believe the statements promote 

an environment of lawlessness in the community. 

“I think it's irresponsible, irreprehensible and of course 

incendiary if you keep on making these types of 

comments,” Brown said during a portion of Monday 

evening's council meeting devoted to honoring a local 

group's efforts to mentor at-risk youth. 

Wright, who did not attend the council meeting, said 

Tuesday that he's always insisted the use of weapons 

should be a last resort. 

Brown, with about three dozen young members of the 

group Black Boys of Distinction gathered at the front of 

council chambers on Monday, said community leaders 

should be focused on spending time with at-risk youth in 

the community rather than encouraging residents to obtain 

weapons permits. 

“I would say to continue to advocate for the 

instrumentalities of violence is contrary to a large group of 

people in this community,” Brown said during Monday's 

meeting. “The fact that you see me standing up here, I 

represent that segment of this community, the community 

that often times you will find yourself dealing with in a 

negative manner.” 

In late October, in the wake of an attempted rape at a 

popular park in Spartanburg County, Wright implored 

female residents to obtain concealed weapons permits, 

saying that residents need to fight back. The comments 

made national news and precipitated a spike in interest in 

concealed weapons classes. 

Since Wright's statement on Halloween through 

Monday, 647 Spartanburg County residents have applied 

for concealed weapons permits, a dramatic increase from 

the prior average of just 20 such applications per week. 

Additionally, in the months since Wright's plea, several 

instances of residents shooting or attempting to shoot 

aggressors have occurred, including a homeowner who 

shot a man staying inside a vacant Converse Heights home 

http://pennrecord.com/news/virginia-man-acquitted-in-philly-self-defense-shooting-in-2010-sued-by-victim-case-may-test-pa-castle-doctrine-law/
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and a Waffle House customer who shot and killed a 19-

year-old armed robber on Saturday. 

Wright described the restaurant shooting as “another 

example of how a (concealed weapons permit) may save 

your life.”  

Brown said Tuesday that many of his constituents are 

“very, very angry” with Wright's recent statements. 

“They think it's a call to arms rather than letting cooler 

heads prevail,” he said. 

“People feel that there really is a lack of concern by law 

enforcement in terms of putting in crime prevention. It's 

just getting to the very end of the problem as opposed to 

trying to catch it at the beginning, or even in the middle.” 

Brown said the sheriff's comments will lead people who 

shouldn't have weapons to seek them out. “People say 

Spartanburg is coming to a boiling point and this is just an 

opportunity for people who are not trained law 

enforcement officials, people who do not have extensive 

training and the experience, to handle weapons,” he said. 

“I've heard the term ‘wild wild West' from so many lips.” 

Councilman David Britt said Tuesday that Brown's 

comments represent an attack on Wright and local law 

enforcement. 

“I think Michael missed a great opportunity to 

challenge those young men that were there last night to 

reach beyond certain boundaries that we all face and to 

really embrace accountability,” Britt said. “Instead he 

chose to attack the sheriff, and not only our sheriff, but our 

law enforcement officers and law abiding citizens who 

have chosen to protect themselves and their families ... by 

going out and getting their concealed carry permits.” 

Britt said it seemed as though there was a racial element 

to Brown's comments, which “can contribute to a racial 

divide in the county,” he said. 

“His comments do not build a Spartanburg that's 

positive. The sheriff is colorblind on this stuff.” 

Wright said Tuesday that he agrees with Brown that 

residents should try to resolve matters peacefully, but said 

it's wrong to place blame on a person carrying a concealed 

weapons permit. 

“I encourage people to not use any kind of weapon 

toward anybody except as a last resort,” the sheriff said. 

“For anybody to say that I'm irresponsible for telling 

people they can exercise their constitutional right is 

ridiculous.” 

Wright said he hasn't heard from any of Brown's 

constituents who are upset over his comments, and says he 

has an “open door” policy. The sheriff said he has a heavy 

heart for the family of the deceased 19-year-old teen, Dante 

Lamont Williams, and the community as a whole. 

“That was his choice, and it was a bad choice,” Wright 

said of Williams' attempt to rob the Waffle House 

Saturday. “I'm very sorry he had to pay for that choice with 

his life.” 

http://www.goupstate.com/article/20120124/ARTICLE

S/120129795/1027/OPINION?Title=Councilman-wants-

sheriff-to-stop-urging-people-to-get-concealed-weapons-

permits&tc=ar 

 

12-01-24 New CA gun law shoots down San Juan 

tradition 

Fiesta Association members no longer can carry real 

handguns on Hoos'gow Day, even if they're loaded with 

blanks. Instead, they can use replica handguns 

manufactured with plugged barrels, or long guns such as 

rifles or shotguns firing blanks 

On Hoos'gow Day in San Juan Capistrano, 50 people 

dressed as cowboys brandish guns loaded with blanks and 

roam the city center, throwing anyone who isn't wearing 

Old West attire into a mock jail. 

The annual tradition is supposed to be harmless - and a 

new state law banning the open carry of handguns will 

make it even more so. 

The law, which took effect Jan. 1, means the antique 

pistols that members of the San Juan Capistrano Fiesta 

Association customarily carry on Hoos'gow Day can't be 

used, said Steve Weekes, the association's president. 

Hoos'gow Day, which this year is scheduled for March 

23, is one of the highlights of the city's annual Fiesta de las 

Golondrinas, or Swallows Festival, which celebrates the 

traditional return of migrating swallows from Argentina. 

Hoos'gow Day is a fundraiser that generates $700 to $800 a 

year for the Fiesta Association. Residents who are thrown 

in "jail" can buy their way out by purchasing fiesta 

merchandise for a few dollars. 

SEE A SLIDE SHOW FROM LAST YEAR'S 

HOOS'GOW DAY HERE. 

The state law exempts guns used in historical 

reproductions, such as those carried by participants in the 

annual Swallows Day Parade, scheduled for March 24. But 

the ban does apply to Hoos'gow Day, which is a more of an 

Old West homage than a historical reproduction. 

Orange County sheriff's deputies met with members of 

the Fiesta Association last week to explain the new rule. 

Sheriff's Lt. John Meyer, San Juan's chief of police 

services, said Hoos'gow Day can continue but participants 

must use replica handguns manufactured with plugged 

barrels. They can't convert their real guns by soldering the 

barrels shut. 

Participants also have the option of using long guns 

such as rifles or shotguns loaded with blanks. 

Meyer said deputies will check the guns the day of the 

event and will tag approved replica weapons. 

Meyer said he doesn't know what form the tagging will 

take, but Weekes said weapons could be marked with a 

fluorescent add-on to the trigger guards. 

"We're not surprised," Weekes said. "The way 

government is, they keep clamping down on everything." 
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City Councilman Derek Reeve said the open-carry law 

infringes on individuals' right to defend themselves. He 

said he does not believe events like Hoos'gow Day are 

intentionally targeted. 

"AB144 is an overbroad and poorly written law," Reeve 

said. 

Last year, Reeve proposed a city ordinance that would 

have allowed open carry of unloaded firearms in city parks, 

but it did not gain council approval. 

Weekes said anyone who wants to sport a handgun on 

Hoos'gow Day must buy a replica pistol. Quality replicas 

can cost more than $100, he said. 

Such an expense is significant for the nonprofit Fiesta 

Association, which has an annual budget of about 

$145,000. Much of it goes toward the Swallows Day 

Parade. 

Weekes said he doesn't know how many replica pistols 

fiesta members may need to purchase. 

"We're going to make it work one way or another," 

Weekes said. "It just won't be quite as much fun as it was." 

http://www.ocregister.com/articles/day-336354-weekes-

guns.html 

 

12-01-24 4 suspects in pizza slaying say cheese for 

cops 

THREE PEOPLE from Southwest Philadelphia and a 

woman from Magnolia, N.J., have been arrested in 

connection with the fatal shooting of a pizza deliveryman 

who was ambushed on Jan. 3. 

About 10:10 p.m. that night, Ronald Anderson Jr., 29, 

of Chester, was delivering an order of pizza, wings and 

cheesesteaks to a house on Massey Street near Buist 

Avenue, in Elmwood, when he was approached by two 

men, identified as Rashad Cheeseboro, 23, and Michael 

Covington, 21, who announced a robbery, police said. 

When Anderson turned to get back into his car, he was 

shot once in his back. 

He was taken to the Hospital of the University of 

Pennsylvania in critical condition and was pronounced 

dead about a half-hour later, police said. 

Officer Jillian Russell, a police spokeswoman, said that 

Xylaca Devlin, 18, called the phony order in to the 

restaurant where Anderson worked. When Anderson 

arrived at the house, Keyona Jones, 18, met him at the 

door, and the two men ambushed him, police said. 

Devlin, of 74th Street near Elmwood Avenue, and 

Jones, of Magnolia, N.J., are being held in the Riverside 

Correctional Facility, according to court documents. 

Covington, of Massey Street near Buist Avenue, and 

Cheeseboro, of Lloyd Street near Passyunk Avenue, were 

being held in the Curran-Fromhold Correctional Facility. 

They are all being held without bail on charges of 

murder, criminal conspiracy and robbery, among others. 

Devlin and Cheeseboro were scheduled for a 

preliminary hearing tomorrow. 

Covington and Jones were scheduled for a hearing on 

Feb. 8, according to court documents. 

http://articles.philly.com/2012-01-

24/news/30659647_1_pizza-slaying-pizza-deliveryman-

court-documents 

 

12-01-24 Gun reformers press Obama for action 

Some of the country's most prominent gun reformers 

are urging President Obama to promote stricter firearm 

rules in tonight's national address. 

Mayors Against Illegal Guns — a group headed by New 

York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg and Boston Mayor 

Thomas Menino – called on Obama this week to use the 

State of the Union speech to press Congress for tighter 

background checks on potential weapons buyers. 

"Last year, 12,000 Americans were murdered with 

guns," Bloomberg and Menino wrote Monday in a letter to 

Obama. "But the grim fact that guns are used to murder 34 

people a day is barely discussed in Washington — even 

though the tragic reality is that many of those lives could 

have been saved if the federal government had fixed its 

broken background check system." 

The gun-reform push carries special resonance 

surrounding this year's State of the Union, as Rep. 

Gabrielle Giffords — an Arizona Democrat who survived 

an assassination attempt last year — is expected to attend.  

Giffords was hosting a "Congress on Your Corner" 

event at a Tucson, Ariz., grocery store last January when a 

gunman on a rampage shot her in the head. Six bystanders 

were killed — including a federal judge and a nine-year-

old girl — and 13 others were injured, including Giffords. 

The Arizona Democrat has staged a miraculous 

recovery, even voting in August on the debt-limit 

agreement. But over the weekend she announced that she'll 

step down from Congress this week to focus on her 

rehabilitation. 

Bloomberg and Menino said Obama should "take the 

opportunity to address her departure, and the causes of it." 

At issue is the effectiveness of the National Instant 

Criminal Background Check System (NICS), an FBI-run 

database created by Congress in 1993. 

Under current law, licensed gun dealers are required to 

run potential weapons buyers through NICS to screen out 

felons, illegal immigrants, spousal abusers, the severely 

mentally ill, or another category that would bar them from 

buying or owning weapons. The system, however, is 

largely voluntary: states are encouraged — but not required 

— to report information to NICS. 

The holes in NICS were revealed in 2007, when Seung-

Hui Cho, a 23-year-old Virginia Tech student, killed 32 

students and teachers in one of the deadliest shooting 

rampages in the nation's history. A judge had declared Cho 

mentally ill two years earlier, but the state did not report its 

evaluation to NICS, allowing Cho to pass a background 

check by a licensed gun dealer.  

http://www.ocregister.com/articles/day-336354-weekes-guns.html
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Following the Virginia Tech tragedy, Congress 

unanimously passed legislation providing states with 

financial incentives to report records of mental illness — 

along with other red-flag cases — to the FBI. Former 

President George W. Bush signed the NICS Improvement 

Amendments Act into law in early 2008, but reporting by 

states remains voluntary. 

Gun reformers say a tougher screening system could 

have helped Giffords and the other victims of the Tucson 

shooting, as the suspect, Jared Lee Loughner, had been 

expelled from community college for disturbing behavior 

and denied entrance to the military for a history of drug 

abuse. Still, he was able to buy a firearm and high-capacity 

ammunition magazines from local, licensed gun dealers. 

The Giffords shooting inspired a flurry of Democratic 

gun reform proposals on Capitol Hill. But politically, the 

issue has been a third rail in Washington in recent years, as 

the powerful gun lobby has opposed almost every reform 

proposal to come along — a dynamic that hasn't been lost 

on Washington lawmakers. 

Indeed, in last year's State of the Union address, Obama 

invoked Giffords’s spirit but made no mention of gun 

reform — a silence that irritated gun-control advocates on 

and off Capitol Hill. 

This year, those advocates are hoping the president has 

a change of heart.  

"Our country needs your leadership — and we urge you 

not to let this issue fall victim to election-year politics," 

Bloomberg and Menino wrote. "It is too important." 

http://thehill.com/homenews/news/206201-gun-

reformers-press-obama-ahead-of-sotu 

 

12-01-24 Lawmakers postpone hearing on bill that 

would penalize lost & found gun reporting  

The State House Judiciary Committee today postponed 

hearings on a bill that would effectively impose new 

financial burdens on municipalities and counties that pass 

regulations governing guns.  

The bill (House Bill 1523) say supporters (among them 

the N.R.A.), is meant to prevent municipalities from 

passing laws preempted by state law and to prevent a 

patchwork of gun regulation.  

Its opponents, however, say its purpose is to intimidate 

towns and cities that have passed or are considering "lost 

or stolen" gun ordinances.  

While state law has preempted many attempts by local 

governments to impose added regulations on gun 

ownership or use, laws requiring the reporting of lost or 

stolen weapons have so far stood up to court challenges 

and remain on the books in 30 towns and cities, including 

Philadelphia, which requires that gun owners notify police 

within 24 hours if their weapon has been lost or stolen. The 

law is aimed at cracking down on "straw purchasers" who 

illegally purchase weapons for others.  

But should those laws be overturned — either by a 

court or by the state legislature — HB 1523 could force 

cities to pay enormous legal costs. Hb 1523 would require 

any municipality or country that passes any law governing 

"ownership, possession, transfer, or transportation" of 

firearms," to pay the legal bills of anyone who has 

challenged that law within 30 days of its being repealed or 

rescinded, regardless of who won the case, as well as triple 

damages to the complainant if the suit was successful.  

Max Nacheman, director of CeaseFire PA, says the 

law's intent is to threaten municipalities who have passed 

these laws or are considering it: "The idea is trying to get a 

town to repeal the law before a court decides one way or 

another," he says.  

As for the argument that local laws would create a 

patchwork of regulations, Nacheman says his group would 

be happy to see the local laws trumped — trumped, that is, 

by a statewide lost or stolen gun law. 

http://www.citypaper.net/blogs/nakedcity/Lawmakers-

postpone-hearing-on-bill-that-would-penalize-lost--found-

gun-reporting-.html 

 

12-01-23 Ariz. House to review Fast and Furious 

operation 

Arizona legislators said Monday they’re jumping into 

the review of a flawed federal gun-smuggling sting 

operation because it took place within their state. 

A congressional probe is currently under way into the 

so-called Fast and Furious operation, which resulted in 

federal agents losing track of weapons that later ended up 

at crime scenes in Mexico and the U.S. 

Arizona state House Speaker Andy Tobin said the 

special committee he created to investigate the botched 

gun-running sting is on a “fact-finding mission.” 

“This was done on Arizona soil, with an Arizona scam 

that occurred,” Tobin said. 

The Fast and Furious operation’s goal was to track the 

gun supply chain from small-time buyers at Phoenix-area 

gun shops and make cases against major weapons 

traffickers. In the process, federal agents lost track of many 

of the more than 2,000 guns linked to the operation. 

Two of the guns purchased at a Phoenix gun store were 

recovered from the scene of a December 2010 shooting in 

the Arizona desert that killed border agent Brian Terry. 

The special House committee’s chair, Republican Rep. 

David Burnell Smith of Carefree, announced Monday that 

the committee will determine whether the operation broke 

any state laws or if any new laws are needed. 

Smith said he expects gun dealers to testify at the 

hearings that they were forced to sell guns to keep their 

licenses. 

Arizona Attorney General Tom Horne has agreed to 

review the committee’s findings but said he didn’t know 

what action, if any, his office would take on the report. 

http://thehill.com/homenews/news/206201-gun-reformers-press-obama-ahead-of-sotu
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Tobin, a Republican, was asked at a news conference 

Monday if the committee would look into similar arms 

trafficking investigations that began during the Bush 

administration. 

“There’s no facts that won’t be taken in,” Tobin said. 

“This is not a partisan issue. We have Democrat lawmakers 

who have contacted me and wanted to be a part of this.” 

The federal probe has taken too long, Tobin said, and he 

wants to provide a forum for Arizonans who were affected 

by the operation. 

“This is all about transparency in this process, and I 

think it’s time Arizonans stood on Arizona soil and started 

talk about this issue that affected our state, that affected our 

people, where we had victims,” Tobin said. 

http://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2012/01/23/ariz-house-

to-review-fast-and-furious-operation/ 

 

12-01-22 Cops: Men had 3 illegal guns and 2 babies 

in car 

It wasn't just three men and a baby cops pulled over in 

Tinicum Township Thursday afternoon, it was three men 

with three illegal guns and two babies, police said. 

Around 1:23 p.m. on I-95 in Tinicium, state police 

pulled over a Nissan Maxima for several traffic violations. 

There were three men inside of the vehicle along with a 2-

year-old and a 4-month old, police said. 

Upon further investigation, state police said they found 

each of the men had a gun, although all three were 

prohibited from possessing one. The guns found were a .40 

caliber Smith & Wesson semi-automatic, a .38 Smith and 

Wesson Special revolver with an obliterated serial number 

and a .40 caliber Taurus semi-automatic. 

The men - Allen Carter, 25, of Eddystone; Michael 

Mangold, 22, of Upper Darby; and Michael Vandergrift, 

24, of Woodlyn, were all charged with firearms violations 

and related offenses. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/blogs/delco/Cops-Men-

had-3-illegal-guns-and-2-babies-in-car.html 

 

12-01-22 OK Sarah McKinley received help 14 

minutes after Blanchard home invasion call, 911 

records reveal  

Records from Blanchard police and Grady County show 

law enforcement arrived 14 minutes after Sarah McKinley 

called 911. McKinley, 18, shot and killed an intruder Dec. 

31 to protect herself and her baby, she said. A new 911 

recording sheds light on alleged home invasion accomplice 

Dustin Stewart.  

Records released almost three weeks after Sarah 

McKinley shot and killed an intruder as he broke into her 

Blanchard home support police estimates that it took 

lawmen 14 minutes to reach the 18-year-old mom after she 

called 911.  

McKinley has said it took authorities 21 minutes to 

reach her after Justin Shane Martin began pounding on her 

door on New Year's Eve. 

A 911 call released to The Oklahoman by Grady 

County shows that the alleged accomplice in the home 

invasion, Dustin Louis Stewart, drove panicked through a 

pasture near McKinley's home minutes after the 

confrontation and told the dispatcher he was “scared to 

death” and “I think it was my friend that got shot.” 

McKinley was at home with her 3-month old boy at the 

time Martin forced his way into her home. Two minutes 

before officers arrived, she shot and killed Martin with a 

12-gauge shotgun.  

Timeline 

Blanchard Det. Dan Huff said McKinley's cellphone 

shows she placed the initial call to Grady County at 1:54 

p.m. A Grady County dispatcher received a call from 

McKinley at 1:55 p.m., and the call was transferred to 

Blanchard police at 2 p.m., according to records provided 

by law enforcement. 

Blanchard records show police chief Walt Thompson 

arrived at the home eight minutes after the call was 

transferred. 

Two minutes before he arrived, at 2:06 p.m., McKinley 

shot Martin in the neck. Martin had shoved his way 

through her barricaded front door holding a knife in a 

gloved hand. 

Rural sections of the 1,100-square mile county are 

patrolled by three on-duty sheriff's deputies at a time, 

Grady County Sheriff Art Kell said. Response times to 

calls are typically 15 to 25 minutes, he said. In Blanchard, 

a 33-square mile community, the average response time is 

4.8 minutes, Thompson said. McKinley lives on the edge 

of town. 

The time it took for law enforcement to arrive probably 

felt like an eternity to McKinley, Thompson said. 

Kamby Schmidt lives in a rural area outside of 

Blanchard that is patrolled by the sheriff's department. 

While she doesn't blame law enforcement for the time it 

took them to reach McKinley, she said 14 minutes is still a 

long time to be without help. 

“That's a long time — if you're in there hiding and 

someone's trying to get through your door,” Schmidt said. 

First on scene 

Thompson said the on-duty Blanchard officer Dec. 31 

was helping a sheriff's deputy in the south of the county 

deliver court papers when the department received 

McKinley's 911 call. 

Thompson happened to be at the department feeding a 

cat when the call came in. 

He grabbed a shotgun and headed to McKinley's home 

in a patrol car. 

When he arrived eight minutes later, he entered through 

the back door and saw a stunned McKinley standing in her 

kitchen, still gripping the weapon she used to kill Martin, 
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24. A sheriff's deputy arrived about the same time, 

Thompson said. 

“She seemed very excited, a little confused,” Thompson 

said. “I think it was just a very traumatic moment for her. I 

think she was probably in shock.” 

“The child was in her bedroom on the bed where she 

had placed him with the bottle,” Thompson continued. 

“She told us he had been crying but she gave him the bottle 

to quiet him.” 

McKinley was afraid Martin wasn't dead, Thompson 

said. He confirmed that he was.  

Martin's alleged accomplice, Dustin Louis Stewart, 29, 

later turned himself in to police.  

Blanchard police said they could not comment on 

Stewart's exact location at McKinley's home at the time 

Martin, his friend, was killed. Now Stewart faces a first-

degree murder charge in Martin's death. Stewart told 

investigators Martin thought painkillers were at the home 

and that he and Martin had taken pills before they arrived 

there. McKinley's husband died of cancer on Dec. 25; 

McKinley said she had felt watched in the weeks before 

her husband's death. 

Oklahoma's law permits prosecutors to seek a murder 

conviction if an accomplice dies during the commission of 

a felony crime, including home invasion.  

Grady County next received a call from Stewart at 2:15 

p.m., minutes after McKinley got off the phone, records 

show. 

“Have you had reports of somebody firing shots, or 

getting shot or breaking and entering or anything?” Stewart 

asked the dispatcher. 

“Yes, who is this?” the dispatcher responded. 

“My name is Dusty Stewart and I think it was my friend 

that got shot. I don't know.” 

During the call, a panicked and confused Dustin Stewart 

told a 911 dispatcher he stood at the fence and told Martin, 

“to come back because I wanted to leave” when the two 

arrived at McKinley's Blanchard home.  

“This is pretty devastating,” Stewart's father, Randy 

Stewart, said of the ordeal on Wednesday.  

The Stewarts operate a farm of 12 dairy cows in 

Blanchard. Area churches have been lending prayers and 

support to his family, he said. 

Randy Stewart referred questions about his son to 

attorney Stephen Buzin. Buzin did not return calls to The 

Oklahoman. 

Blanchard Det. Dan Huff said the Stewarts are known 

as a good family and are longtime property owners in the 

city of about 7,600. Dustin Stewart worked on his parents' 

dairy farm, Huff said. 

Roughly an hour after the ordeal at McKinley's home, 

Stewart arrived at the police department, Huff said. Huff 

said he often paused to gain his breath and composure, and 

appeared extremely troubled and worried. 

Stewart was read his Miranda rights, but chose to speak 

and told investigators about his involvement, Huff said. 

In the weeks since the incident, McKinley has been 

inundated with attention, including a recent appearance on 

“Dr. Phil.” 

She could not be reached by phone in the last week. 

She told the talk show in a show that aired Thursday 

that she's still terrified, and haunted by the events on New 

Year's Eve.  

“I don't feel safe anywhere I go. I have a gun on me 

24/7,” McKinley said on the show 

http://newsok.com/sarah-mckinley-received-help-14-

minutes-after-blanchard-home-invasion-call-911-records-

reveal/article/3642339#ixzz1kghMpBpl 

 

12-01-22 Teen, 15, charged in veteran's beating; 

second arrest likely soon 

A 15-year-old neighborhood youth has been charged 

with attempted murder in an attack on a 64-year-old 

Vietnam War veteran last week, and police said Friday 

they expected a second and final arrest would be made 

within days. 

The random assault on Edward Schaefer, who was 

attacked by several teenagers while walking near his Olney 

home Tuesday, has drawn outrage from residents and city 

officials. Schaefer, who was shot in his right eye while 

serving in Vietnam, was hospitalized with a fractured skull 

and jaw and multiple breaks to bones in his face. 

"This was a horrific and senseless crime, and my office 

will not tolerate thugs like this endangering our city," 

District Attorney Seth Williams said in a statement Friday. 

"My office is going to do everything we can to make sure 

everyone involved in this heinous attack is punished." 

The teenager, who is not being identified because he is 

a juvenile, is being held at the Youth Study Center. In 

addition to attempted murder, he was charged with assault, 

recklessly endangering another person, and making 

terroristic threats. 

Police said a second teenager was expected to be in 

custody soon on the same charges. 

Investigators have spoken to the other teenagers who 

witnessed the attack, and said they were not involved and 

would not face charges. One boy apparently tried to stop 

the assault, said Detective Joseph Knoll of Northwest 

Detectives. 

A surveillance camera from the 5000 block of North 

Fifth Street captured images of the six as they walked 

behind Schaefer about 6 p.m. Suddenly two members of 

the group split off and jumped Schaefer from behind, 

police said. 

The group of teenagers was made up of two groups of 

three boys who happened to bump into each other moments 

before the assault, Knoll said. 
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"One of the guys in one group knew someone in the 

other group," he said. "It wasn't that all six of them jumped 

him." 

Schaefer, who is recuperating at Albert Einstein 

Medical Center, has no recollection of the attack, police 

have said. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/local/20120122_Tee

n__15__charged_in_veteran_s_beating__second_arrest_lik

ely_soon.html 

 

12-01-22 Why I eat squirrel, really 

Georgia Pellegrini is a chef, hunter and author. Her 

most recent book is "Girl Hunter." Visit her website at 

GeorgiaPellegrini.com. 

Some consider squirrel to be the best meat in the woods. 

On my journey as a chef, I have come to think that it may 

be the best meat period. The phrase, “You are what you 

eat,” befits a squirrel as it does a Spanish acorn-fed pig that 

are prized so highly by those with means.  

But when you think about it, squirrels are hoarders, and 

after having feasted on a grove of pecans or acorns, their 

meat is nutty and sweet, buttery and tender. And so a fat, 

nut-fed squirrel is not only better tasting than any meat in 

the woods, it can be even better tasting, and much more 

economical than that Spanish pig that sells for one hundred 

seventy dollars per pound. 

If you were to tell that to a group of my stiletto-heeled 

pals on a warm Manhattan evening—which I have done—

you would be met with textbook female gasps and 

sideways glances. Those squirrels linger around the soot-

covered fire escapes of their studio apartments. Aren’t they 

really tree rats? 

But the truth is that squirrel hunting is more American 

than apple pie, than Babe Ruth, than a twenty-dollar 

Manhattan. Whole traditions have formed around these 

squirrels; guns have been crafted in their honor. Few things 

are more intertwined with American history and tradition.  

Squirrel is, in fact, one of the most popular game 

animals in the eastern United States. 

In fact, the most recent report from the National Survey 

of Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated Recreation 

finds that there are 1.8 million hunters of squirrels in our 

country.  

I didn’t grow up hunting. In fact, it didn’t occur to me 

that it was an important part of being human until I became 

a chef and was directed to slaughter turkeys for a well-

known restaurant’s dinner service.  

It was a terrifying notion at first, but in the end, as I did 

it, it made a kind of sense I could feel deep within my 

marrow, the kind that makes me want to be a true 

omnivore.  

In that moment I realized that while it was remarkable 

to meet the food artisans who brought ingredients into 

these high-end restaurants I worked at, it wasn’t enough for 

me. I wanted to take part in every part of the process, I 

wanted to pay the full karmic price of the meal. And so I 

set out to learn how to hunt. 

Even as a city chef turned hunter, the popularity of the 

squirrel surprises me still, perhaps because I had never 

understood squirrel, or had never cared to until now. But as 

I have crossed the bridge from city-chef to hunter-chef I 

have discovered all of those towns, tucked-away, linked by 

the spines of narrow roads, where children skip school on 

the opening day of squirrel season. 

I have learned too that more than any other kind of 

hunting, squirrel hunting says something about a person. It 

may seem from the outside that there isn’t much to a 

squirrel. But in pursuit of a squirrel, you learn things, such 

as how to follow the gentle rhythms of the woods, just as 

you do in pursuit of deer or on a walk in nature. 

America has never been a land of rabbit eaters the way 

that we have been squirrel eaters—or chicken and beef 

eaters. We leave that to China, Italy, Spain, and France, 

and are instead content with our squirrel.  

There is something about the squirrel that resonated 

with us from the beginning, that propelled us to craft 

special guns and seek keen dogs. We go into detail for 

squirrel. 

A squirrel lives for six to seven years, whereas a 

cottontail lives for only one. The texture of squirrel meat is 

denser, the color grayer, and the flavor more complex 

because of this.  

Squirrels are wanderers, sometimes ground dwelling 

and social, living in well-developed colonies; or sometimes 

tree dwelling and solitary. Squirrels persevere, hoard, and 

make dietary sacrifices to survive. Maybe the early 

pioneers saw a bit of themselves in squirrels. Or maybe 

these animals just tasted better.  

Either way, this meat has somehow never reached our 

elite dinner tables. It has never gained favor with the 

palates of kings abroad, the way it has here among certain 

Americans. 

I’m happy to say I have crossed over and become one of 

those Americans. Eating squirrel that I’ve harvested with 

my own hands, in fact, makes me feel distinctly more 

American and undoubtedly more human. 

 http://www.foxnews.com/opinion/2012/01/22/why-eat-

squirrel-really/?intcmp=features#ixzz1kaYvllVt 

 

12-01-21 Inquirer Editorial: Take aim at illegal guns 

in antiviolence agenda 

In his inaugural address earlier this month, Mayor 

Nutter declared that reducing gun violence would be one of 

his top priorities. That task is all the more urgent now that 

the city has seen a spate of senseless killings, including a 

triple shooting in Juniata Park. 

The mayor has done a good job of expressing 

community outrage and empathizing with the survivors, 

but so far his antiviolence agenda is short on new specifics. 
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More cops are coming, the mayor says, and he's 

promised a crackdown on illegal guns. He has also 

repeatedly called for closing the Florida loophole, which 

lets Pennsylvania residents with high-risk backgrounds 

obtain permits to carry a concealed weapon. 

Spokesman Mark McDonald says Mayor Nutter will 

offer "a more expansive description of where we're headed 

regarding violence" early next week. 

One key element should be a strict zero-tolerance policy 

for illegal guns. As law enforcement officials repeatedly 

point out, nearly every gun-related crime in the city is 

committed by someone who is not legally allowed to have 

one. The mayor should work with state and federal 

authorities to conduct stings and undercover operations that 

interrupt the pipeline of illegal guns. 

And when gun offenders are caught, they should face 

tough sentences - no handing out probation as if it were a 

minor offense. The mayor and District Attorney Seth 

Williams are trying to discourage overuse of costly, and 

often counterproductive, incarceration, and that's a worthy 

goal, but those who are caught with illegal weapons are 

high-risk offenders who deserve to be locked up. 

Mayor Nutter may also want to see about strengthening 

the city's law requiring gun owners to report when a 

weapon is lost or stolen. That law is a key tool for deterring 

straw buyers from supplying guns to those who can't 

legally have one. When an illegal gun is traced back to a 

straw buyer, he or she can say, without any proof, "Gee, I 

lost it," and the trail goes cold. 

While trying to choke off the supply of illegal guns, the 

city must also work to cut the demand for them, as Nutter 

noted in his inaugural speech. The city must help steer 

potential offenders away from resorting to violence and try 

to heal the dysfunction afflicting families and 

neighborhoods. No question, that's a tougher job, and those 

efforts won't show immediate results, but no antiviolence 

campaign can succeed without them. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/opinion/inquirer/2012012

1_Inquirer_Editorial__Take_aim_at_illegal_guns_in_antivi

olence_agenda.html 

 

12-01-21 New York gun law triggers confusion, 

arrests for visitors 

An online campaign in support of a former U.S. Marine 

-- arrested for attempting to security-check his pistol while 

visiting the Empire State Building -- is bringing new 

attention and a fair amount of scrutiny to one of the 

nation's toughest gun-control laws. 

Ryan Jerome, 28, was charged with criminal possession 

of his .45-caliber Ruger while visiting the famous New 

York landmark during a September vacation with his 

girlfriend. Jerome has a license to carry the weapon from 

his home state of Indiana, but New Yorks state gun laws do 

not recognize out-of-state permits. 

With his case still pending, Jerome could face up to 

three and a half years in jail. 

Jerome's attorney says its clear his client, who does not 

have a criminal record, wasn't attempting anything 

nefarious because Jerome approached security on his own 

to tell the guards about his weapon. 

But the law prohibits anyone -- with certain exceptions 

such as law enforcement officers -- from carrying a firearm 

in the state unless that person specifically has a New York 

state-issued permit. 

Jerome spent two days in a jail cell before he could 

make bail. 

"I was in utter disbelief, I was in shock," said Jerome. 

His arrest is one amid a series of similar instances that 

have some questioning whether New York state's strict gun 

laws, which aim to protect public safety, are unnecessarily 

targeting law-abiding citizens. 

"We just don't believe, as I believe most don't think, 

that he should be prosecuted under such a stringent statute 

which is clearly designed to get the so-called bad guys," 

said Jerome's attorney, Mark Bederow. 

Fellow Marines, on a website called leatherneck.com 

are rallying to Jerome's side and have begun a letter-

writing campaign. 

David Bruce says he's been sending the letters to New 

York City law enforcement officials. 

"We're asking that Ryan Jerome's case be moved from 

the prosecution file to dismissed file -- it's as simple as 

that," Bruce said. 

Jerome attempted to check New York's gun laws on his 

cell phone, but his lawyer says Jerome "made a mistake," 

when he read the information. 

"Its just been a real nightmare," Jerome told CNN. 

Other gun-toting tourists have also found themselves in 

similar situations 

Tea party activist Mark Meckler, who according to the 

Transportation Security Administration legally checked his 

unloaded California-registered pistol in a locked box 

during a preflight check-in at New York's LaGuardia 

airport, was arrested at the airport in December. 

Authorities say in Meckler's case, the original charge 

was reduced to a violation and a fine. 

Last month, a Tennessee medical student was arrested 

at the 9/11 memorial after trying to check her gun; she will 

go to court in March. 

The head of a prominent New York City gun-control 

group sympathizes with Jerome, but says the gun laws 

should not change. 

"New York needs to send a very powerful message to 

gun owners, which is if you decide to have a gun, there's a 

lot of responsibility that comes with that," the president of 

the Citizens Crime Commission of New York City, 

Richard Aborn, told CNN, "And one of those 

responsibilities is knowing where and when you can carry 

that gun." 
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http://www.philly.com/philly/opinion/inquirer/20120121_Inquirer_Editorial__Take_aim_at_illegal_guns_in_antiviolence_agenda.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/opinion/inquirer/20120121_Inquirer_Editorial__Take_aim_at_illegal_guns_in_antiviolence_agenda.html


As for Jerome, his fate is in the hands of the Manhattan 

district attorney. 

Its unclear what prosecutors will do with this case 

"All of our laws allow prosecutors to carefully evaluate 

the facts and circumstances unique to each case, and 

exercise discretion in cases where justice dictates 

leniency," said Erin M. Duggan, director of 

communications for the district attorney's office. 

She added, "New York state has enacted rational gun 

laws for one very simple reason: to protect everyone 

visiting, living, or working in New York." 

Jerome is expected to be back in court in March. 

http://articles.cnn.com/2012-01-21/us/us_new-york-

gun-laws_1_gun-laws-law-enforcement-tea-party-

activist?_s=PM:US 

 

12-01-21 GA Deputies: Waffle House customer 

shoots and kills armed robber 

A Roebuck man - less than two hours into his 19th 

birthday - entered the Waffle House on Chesnee Highway 

with a gun and attempted to rob the restaurant before a 

customer fired his weapon, killing the teen, authorities said 

Saturday. 

Spartanburg County sheriff's deputies responded to the 

Waffle House at 2230 Chesnee Highway just before 1:15 

a.m. Saturday. Two masked men had entered the restaurant 

with the intention of robbing it, and at least one of them 

was armed, authorities said. 

A customer, who is a concealed weapons permit holder, 

thwarted the robbery by pulling his gun and attempting to 

hold the men until deputies arrived. When one of the men 

pointed his gun at the customer, the patron fired, killing the 

teenager. 

The teenager, later identified as Dante Lamont 

Williams, of 827 S. Edisto River Drive, Roebuck, was 

pronounced dead at the scene, according to a written 

statement from Coroner Rusty Clevenger. Williams had 

been shot in the head and chest. 

Sheriff Chuck Wright said he does not plan to charge 

the customer, who he says is “very upset” about the 

shooting. 

During a news conference Saturday night, Wright said 

even after the masked men entered the restaurant, the 

concealed weapons holder waited until the robbers began 

ordering customers to the floor and employees into the 

back - while waving a gun - to act. After pulling his .45-

caliber Glock, the customer ordered the men to stay put 

until deputies arrived. Only after Williams pointed his Hi-

Point 9mm at the man, did the customer fire, Wright said. 

“The way you get shot by a concealed weapons permit 

holder is you point a gun at him,” the sheriff said. 

After struggling with the customer, the other suspect 

fled the restaurant and has not yet been identified. One shot 

was fired by the customer during that confrontation, but 

only after the masked man tried to grab the gun, the sheriff 

said. The robber never presented a weapon, but Wright said 

deputies are considering him armed and dangerous until he 

is found. Deputies don't think the second robber was 

injured, but aren't sure. 

The sheriff's office is asking anyone with information 

about the identity or location of the second suspect to call 

CrimeStoppers at 1.888.CRIME.SC. 

No customers or employees were injured. A dozen 

people were in the restaurant at the time. 

Wright did not release the name of the customer, saying 

with one suspect still on the loose, he did not want to put 

the man in danger. The sheriff said he would release the 

name of the man, who is local and in his mid 20s, in a 

week. 

Wright said he felt bad for Williams' family, saying that 

the young man does not have a criminal record. 

“This kid wasn't a troublemaker,” the sheriff said. 

The Waffle House where the shooting occurred was 

busy with customers Saturday afternoon. A manager 

referred questions to a corporate spokesman, who couldn't 

immediately be reached for comment. 

Fighting back 

In October, in the wake of an attempted rape at a 

popular park in Spartanburg County, Wright implored 

female residents to obtain concealed weapons permits, 

saying that residents need to fight back. The comments 

made national news and precipitated a spike in concealed 

weapons classes.  

In the months since then, several instances of residents 

shooting or attempting to shoot aggressors have occurred, 

including a homeowner who shot a man staying inside a 

vacant Converse Heights home. 

Wright described Saturday's shooting as “another 

example of how a (concealed weapons permit) may save 

your life.” 

http://www.goupstate.com/article/20120121/ARTICLE

S/120129934?p=1&tc=pg&tc=ar 

 

12-01-20 Coburn supports 'revisiting' gun control, 

but stresses prohibitions need 'cause' 

Sen. Tom Coburn (R-Okla.), one of the fiercest Second 

Amendment defenders on Capitol Hill, supports another 

look at gun laws designed to block firearm sales to the 

mentally ill, his office said Thursday. 

Congress passed such a law in 2007, following the 

shooting deaths of 32 students and teachers at the Virginia 

Polytechnic Institute. Yet the suspect in this month's 

Arizona shooting reportedly had little trouble buying a 

handgun in November, even despite earlier concerns about 

disturbing behavior and habitual drug use. 

The tragic episode — in which a federal judge was 

killed and a congresswoman critically injured — has 

prompted gun reformers on and off Capitol Hill to call for 

additional scrutiny of the effectiveness of the 2007 law. On 
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Thursday, Coburn's office said the Oklahoma Republican 

agrees. 

"He is open to revisiting the law," Coburn spokesman 

John Hart wrote in an e-mail. "His goal is to make sure we 

have a way to ensure that people who are truly mentally ill 

and are a threat to themselves or others are not allowed to 

buy a firearm. 

"However," Hart added, "he won’t support any measure 

that prohibits any American from buying or possessing a 

firearm without cause." 

Asked whether Coburn would spearhead an effort to 

revisit the 2007 law, Hart said it's still "too soon to say."  

In 1968, Congress enacted a law blocking gun sales to 

anyone deemed by a judge to be a "mental defective." 

Licensed gun dealers are currently required to consult the 

National Instant Criminal Background Check System 

(NICS) to see if potential buyers fit that category — or any 

other prohibiting them from buying firearms.  

The 2007 gun-reform law neither altered the "mental 

defective" designation nor expanded the categories of 

barred gun purchasers. Instead, it provided financial 

incentives to states to submit more information to NICS.  

Different state privacy laws, budget restraints and 

political considerations, however, have hampered the 

effectiveness of the enhanced reporting. Indeed, through 

August of last year, 10 states had not reported any cases of 

mental illness to NICS, while 28 states had submitted 

fewer than 100 records, according to Mayors Against 

Illegal Guns, an advocacy group. 

By contrast, Virginia had reported almost 140,000 

records — the highest per capita rate in the country. 

The man arrested in the Arizona shootings, Jared Lee 

Loughner, had been expelled from community college for 

disturbing behavior and denied entrance to the military for 

a history of drug abuse, according to numerous reports. Yet 

he was able to buy a firearm and high-capacity ammunition 

magazines from local licensed dealers. 

The shooting rampage killed six people, including U.S. 

Federal Judge John Roll, and injured 13 others, including 

Rep. Gabrielle Giffords. The Arizona Democrat was 

upgraded this week from critical to serious condition, and 

is expected to enter a Houston-based rehabilitation center 

as early as Friday. 

On Sunday, Coburn told "Meet the Press" that the 

Arizona shooting was a case of a "mentally deranged 

person who had access to a gun who shouldn't have had 

access to a gun." 

Several of Giffords's Arizona colleagues said this week 

that the shooting should invigorate Congress's focus on 

mental health treatments, not necessarily gun reform.  

Rep. Raul Grijalva (D-Ariz.) said the tragedy highlights 

a larger problem of "severe mental health funding cuts" 

that's plagued Arizona as well as the nation at large, 

according to spokesman Adam Sarvana. 

"It's made evaluations more difficult; it's made 

voluntary commitments a lot less frequent; it's cut back on 

the affordability of medication," Sarvana said.  

The office of Rep. Paul Gosar (R-Ariz.) echoed that 

sentiment this week. Gosar, a community dentist, "has seen 

all too often that mental health has taken a backseat in our 

healthcare system," spokeswoman Stefani Zimmerman said 

in an e-mail. "[W]e need to fix this disparity so that those 

with mental illnesses are no longer ignored.”  

The other five members of the Arizona delegation — 

Reps. Trent Franks (R), Ben Quayle (R), Ed Pastor (D), 

David Schweikert (R) and Jeff Flake (R) — have declined 

to comment on the issue of gun reform over the past week. 

Gun-control advocates haven't been so silent. The 

tragedy, said Paul Helmke, president of the Brady 

Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence, "shows how weak the 

laws are in this country, because there was no law broken."  

Peter Read, the father of 19-year-old Mary Read, who 

was killed during the Virginia Tech shooting, agreed. 

"We have a Virginia Tech in this country every day," 

Read said, referring to the dozens of firearm deaths that 

happen each day nationwide. "How long are we going to 

let this go on?" 

http://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-

room/news/139207-coburn-supports-revisiting-gun-

control-laws-but-stresses-prohibitions-would-need-cause 

 

12-01-20 Pipeline workers accused of poaching 

appear in court 

TUNKHANNOCK - Seven former pipeline workers 

from the Deep South returned to Wyoming County on 

Thursday for a preliminary hearing regarding poaching 

charges, but the four lawyers representing five of them and 

the district attorney could only agree to disagree. 

Magisterial District Judge John Hovan had planned for 

a resolution hearing consolidated for all seven in the 

county courthouse, but two of the defendants showed up 

without legal counsel and one of the defendants, the judge 

said, had made a statement against another. 

District Attorney Jeff Mitchell refused to talk about a 

plea arrangement that could have been on the table for all 

seven, and he would not identify the individual who made 

a statement against another. 

"We couldn't reach a resolution today, so all of the 

original charges still stand," Mitchell said, adding that 

individual preliminary hearings before Judge Hovan are 

now planned for March 1. 

Wildlife Conservation Officers Victor Rosa and 

William Pierce were in the courtroom, but offered no 

testimony. 

On Nov. 27, the conservation officers staked out a 

property along Stang Road in Washington Township, 

according to an affidavit of probable cause, and witnessed 

an antlered white-tailed deer being loaded onto a 2008 

Silverado truck. The truck drove off, but was stopped by 
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Rosa and Pierce, and on board were five men who were 

arrested. 

They were identified as Timothy A. Barnett Jr., 26, of 

Imboden, Ark.; Kenneth Preston Aden, 28, and Jonathon 

Ervin Aden, 23, both of Oakdale, La.; James Christopher 

Lowe, 32, of Pitkin, La.; and Weldon James Thibodeaux, 

35, of Pineville, La. 

No firearm was recovered from the vehicle, according 

to the affidavit, with witnesses then leading the officers to 

an Ellsworth Hill Road residence in Auburn Township, 

Susquehanna County, with additional deer carcasses 

revealed. 

There, two more men: Robert Shaun Sauls, 31, and 

Steve Larry Ware, 58, both of Oakdale, La., were 

implicated, arrested and charged. 

At the time of their arrest on Nov. 27, all of the men 

worked for Elite Energy Services LLC, a company that was 

then under contract to lay pipeline for Chief Oil & Gas. 

Chief spokesman Kristi Gittins said that following the 

arrests, Chief's contract with Elite was terminated. 

On Thursday, Sauls and Jonathon Aden showed up 

without legal counsel, and Hovan and Mitchell talked with 

the two defendants about whether they intended to waive 

their rights to legal counsel. 

Both said they did not. 

Mitchell said each man remains charged with multiple 

counts of unlawful taking of big game during a closed 

season. All seven men each remain free on $10,000 bail. 

http://citizensvoice.com/news/pipeline-workers-

accused-of-poaching-appear-in-court-

1.1260110#axzz1kwzgrgim 

 

12-01-20 Young thugs savagely beat vet in Olney 

UPDATED: Youth charged with attempted murder 

EDWARD SCHAEFER was walking along 5th Street 

near Ashdale in Olney to meet his wife Tuesday night and 

woke up Wednesday morning in a hospital bed with a 

fractured face, a bruised knee and cuts on each of his 

hands. 

Family members and cops had to fill him in on what 

happened in between. 

The 64-year-old Army veteran, blinded in one eye by a 

bullet while serving in Vietnam, was attacked on the street 

by six teenagers about 6:15 p.m. Tuesday, and is at Albert 

Einstein Medical Center, possibly facing reconstructive 

facial surgery. 

"I never saw them," Schaefer told the Daily News last 

night in an exclusive interview inside his room on the 

fourth floor at Einstein. "All I can tell you is they did a 

number." Still, he said he holds no anger toward his 

attackers. 

"I have very little animosity," Schaefer said, adding that 

despite the cruelty that fueled the attack, he wants to see 

the teens pay for their actions without serving time in 

prison. 

"While they're in jail, guess who's paying for it? We 

are. Why should we?" Schaefer asked. "I have no 

animosity - now that I know what the hell happened." 

Working on tips from neighbors and help from school 

district cops, police last night arrested a 15-year-old Olney 

boy in connection with the savage beating.  

The District Attorney’s Office said this afternoon that 

they have charged the youth with attempted murder, 

assault, recklessly endangering another person, terroristic 

threats, and conspiracy. 

The juvenile is being held at the Youth Services Center 

and is scheduled to be arraigned later today. 

Police identified five others in the attack, and are 

working with the District Attorney's Office to draft arrest 

warrants, said Lt. George McClay, of the Northwest 

Detective Division. 

Schaefer has two fractured orbitals, (eye sockets) and 

fractures to his jaw and skull, according to McClay. 

From his hospital bed last night, Schaefer adjusted his 

glasses on the bridge of his bruised and badly cut nose, and 

said he was more confused than angry about the attack. 

"I can't understand why it was done," he said, glancing 

down toward his blue gown and blue-plaid pajama pants. "I 

don't know the guys." 

Schaefer's neighbors wondered why the teens jumped 

him, but cops said the motive was robbery. The teens saw 

Schaefer talking on his cellphone while he walked on 5th 

Street, police said. 

"Two of the kids went and beat him up," McClay said. 

"The whole group of six are not all defendants." 

They approached him from behind and punched him in 

his face, police said. The first blow knocked him 

unconscious, and the teens kept beating him. 

Schaefer has an artificial right eye because his was shot 

out in Vietnam in 1968. He said that could pose a challenge 

to doctors working to heal his facial fractures. 

"It's a shame you go to serve your country and you can't 

even walk through your own neighborhood," McClay said. 

"They have no conscience, no love - no heart," Michelle 

Harris, a neighbor of Schaefer's who lives on Sulis Street 

near 2nd, said of his attackers. "Every now and then it just 

shakes me. It don't make no sense." 

Schaefer still had his wallet when he was admitted to 

the hospital, police said. Because of that, his wife of 27 

years, Kathleen, was able to find him when she talked with 

hospital staff after multiple calls to his cellphone went 

unanswered. 

The teens will face charges of attempted murder and 

robbery, among others, police said. 

"They're animals. The poor guy was defenseless," 

McClay said at the Northwest Detective Division, Broad 

and Champlost. "This s--- has to stop." 

The attack also enraged District Attorney Seth 

Williams. 
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“This was an horrific and senseless crime,” Williams 

said in a statement, “and my office will not tolerate thugs 

like this endangering our city. My office is going to do 

everything we can to make sure everyone involved in this 

heinous attack is punished, which is why we have charged 

this defendant with Attempted Murder. 

Williams added that authorities expect at least one more 

suspect will be charged, "very soon.” 

The attack marks the second time since December that 

an older man has been the victim of a random assault in 

Olney. 

In mid-December, a 65-year-old man was beaten by two 

teens on 5th Street near Chelten Avenue. He was treated at 

a hospital and survived. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/20120120_Young_t

hugs_savagely_beat_vet_in_Olney.html 

 

12-01-20 Police: All 3 suspects in Old City slaying 

now in custody 

All three suspects sought in the slaying of Kevin Kless, 

a 23-year-old Temple grad beaten to death while hailing a 

cab near Fourth and Chestnut Streets, are in custody, a top-

ranking police official said Friday night. 

At least one of the three had confessed, police sources 

said. Charges were expected against all three. 

Authorities had been seeking four people, described as 

possibly Hispanic men in their early 20s, in the attack early 

last Saturday. But late Friday, it was uncertain whether a 

fourth man had been involved. 

A little before 2:30 a.m., Kless, his girlfriend, and 

another woman tried to catch a cab near the Second Bank 

of the United States building. Kless flagged a cab whose 

lights were on, signaling that it was free, and began talking 

with the driver, investigators said. The driver did not want 

to travel the short distance Kless requested, investigators 

said. 

Kless cursed at the driver as the cab pulled away. 

At the same time, police said, the men pulled up a few 

cars down and called out to Kless' companions. Two of the 

men in the car apparently thought Kless was yelling at 

them, jumped out, and rushed Kless, investigators said. A 

third man from the car quickly joined the attack. 

One of the assailants smashed Kless' head against a low 

stone wall. 

Kless, who graduated from Temple in 2010, had 

recently returned to Philadelphia after landing a job in the 

Philadelphia office of Marsh, a major insurance-brokering 

and risk-management company. 

A memorial service for Kless was held Friday in his 

hometown of Warwick, N.Y. 

A $20,000 reward has been posted in the case. 

Investigators have been reviewing security-camera 

footage 

http://articles.philly.com/2012-01-

20/news/30647543_1_cab-investigators-custody 

 

12-01-20 Federal official in Arizona to plead the fifth 

and not answer questions on 'furious' 

The chief of the Criminal Division of the U.S. 

Attorney’s Office in Arizona is refusing to testify before 

Congress regarding Operation Fast and Furious, the federal 

gun-running scandal that sent U.S. weapons to Mexico. 

Patrick J. Cunningham informed the House Oversight 

Committee late Thursday through his attorney that he will 

use the Fifth Amendment protection. 

Cunningham was ordered Wednesday to appear before 

Chairman Darrell Issa and the House Oversight Committee 

regarding his role in the operation that sent more than 

2,000 guns to the Sinaloa Cartel. Guns from the failed 

operation were found at the murder scene of Border Agent 

Brian Terry. 

The letter from Cunningham’s Washington DC attorney 

stunned congressional staff. Last week, Cunningham, the 

second highest ranking U.S. Attorney in Arizona, was 

scheduled to appear before Issa‘s committee voluntarily. 

Then, he declined and Issa issued a subpoena.  

Cunningham is represented by Tobin Romero of 

Williams and Connolly who is a specialist in white collar 

crime. In the letter, he suggests witnesses from the 

Department of Justice in Washington, who have spoken in 

support of Attorney General Eric Holder, are wrong or 

lying. 

“Department of Justice officials have reported to the 

Committee that my client relayed inaccurate information to 

the Department upon which it relied in preparing its initial 

response to Congress. If, as you claim, Department 

officials have blamed my client, they have blamed him 

unfairly,” the letter to Issa says. 

Romero claims Cunningham did nothing wrong and 

acted in good faith, but the Department of Justice in 

Washington is making him the fall guy, claiming he failed 

to accurately provide the Oversight Committee with 

information on the execution of Fast and Furious. 

"To avoid needless preparation by the Committee and 

its staff for a deposition next week, I am writing to advise 

you that my client is going to assert his constitutional 

privilege not to be compelled to be a witness against 

himself." Romero told Issa. 

This schism is the first big break in what has been a 

unified front in the government’s defense of itself in the 

gun-running scandal. Cunningham claims he is a victim of 

a conflict between two branches of government and will 

not be compelled to be a witnesses against himself, and 

make a statement that could be later used by a grand jury or 

special prosecutor to indict him on criminal charges. 

http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2012/01/20/federal-

official-in-arizona-to-plead-fifth-and-not-answer-

questions-on-furious/#ixzz1kUT4TwMK 

 

12-01-19 NUGENT: Fast and Furious stinks 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/20120120_Young_thugs_savagely_beat_vet_in_Olney.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/20120120_Young_thugs_savagely_beat_vet_in_Olney.html
http://articles.philly.com/2012-01-20/news/30647543_1_cab-investigators-custody
http://articles.philly.com/2012-01-20/news/30647543_1_cab-investigators-custody
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2012/01/20/federal-official-in-arizona-to-plead-fifth-and-not-answer-questions-on-furious/#ixzz1kUT4TwMK
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2012/01/20/federal-official-in-arizona-to-plead-fifth-and-not-answer-questions-on-furious/#ixzz1kUT4TwMK
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2012/01/20/federal-official-in-arizona-to-plead-fifth-and-not-answer-questions-on-furious/#ixzz1kUT4TwMK


Gun-smuggling scheme another reason to distrust 

government 

The United States of America has turned into bizarro 

land. Think of this: Our very own Bureau of Alcohol, 

Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF), under the direct 

guidance of the attorney general of the United States - 

America’s top cop, mind you - not only allowed, but 

encouraged American gun dealers to sell about 2,000 guns 

to known punks involved in the drug trade in order to trace 

the guns to Mexican drug cartels. If you think that’s 

unbelievably nuts, get a load of this: The suspected goons 

who bought the guns were not even placed under law 

enforcement surveillance. 

This is analogous to the Drug Enforcement 

Administration knowingly allowing international dope 

pushers to sell heroin on American streets without placing 

the dope dealers under surveillance in hopes that somehow, 

some way, the dope pushers would enable the DEA to trace 

the heroin back to some dirty, cave-dwelling Afghan 

opium poppy farmer so we could then poison the farmer’s 

poppy fields. Wait a minute, let’s not give this crackpot 

administration any more loony ideas. 

In all of its bureaucratic buffoonery, the ATF lost 

control of the weapons. Of course it did, as there were no 

electronic tracing components on the guns. Our less-than-

esteemed attorney general, Eric H. Holder Jr., to whom the 

ATF reports, claimed not to know a thing about this brain-

dead operation. 

What kind of inebriated idiot would hatch an evil 

scheme such as this and then believe that, somehow, the 

guns could be traced to Mexican drug cartels without an 

electronic tracing component? This isn’t some low-ranking 

bureaucratic village idiot but a high-ranking government 

bureaucratic idiot who is paid by U.S. taxpayers. 

It’s not as if the drug cartels needed any more guns. An 

estimated 35,000 Mexicans have been slaughtered in recent 

years in drug-related violence. What could an additional 

2,000 guns provide the already heavily armed drug cartels, 

which get all the fully automatic machine guns they could 

possibly want from their own military and Central 

American gunrunners? Are you kidding me? 

We should be given the names of the bureaucratic idiots 

at ATF who hatched this criminal idea and the bureaucratic 

punks who authorized it. They shouldn’t just be fired. They 

should be prosecuted and put in a cage with other 

gunrunning thugs. That’s what this was: a U.S. 

government-sanctioned gun-smuggling scheme. 

Meanwhile, because the bureaucratic punks in 

Washington who hatched and approved this terminally 

brain-dead gunrunning idea have not been charged with a 

crime, all across America, law-abiding citizens must 

comply with onerous gun restrictions that make them 

victims. Great. Punish the good guys. That seems to be 

standard operating procedure in Barack Obama’s and Eric 

Holder’s America. 

More guns in the hands of law-abiding citizens 

ultimately ensures more dead bad guys - not more guns in 

the hands of violent dope dealers. I want an attorney 

general who declares open season on the recidivistic, 

violent punks who victimize law-abiding Americans. 

Americans addicted to common sense have always had 

a healthy disdain for government bureaucrats addicted to 

power. Our instinctual distrust for government is further 

fueled by Mr. Holder’s ATF Operation Fast and Furious. 

At its core it was stupid, sinister, evil and criminal. 

The only thing fast and furious that ought to happen is a 

full-on murder investigation by the FBI of the government 

goons who hatched, authorized and now are covering up 

this brain-dead, criminal scheme, which ended up costing 

the life of Border Patrol Agent Brian Terry. 

Fast and Furious stinks. It smells just like Watergate 

did, only worse. 

Ted Nugent is an American rock ‘n’ roll, sporting and 

political activist icon. He is the author of “Ted, White, and 

Blue: The Nugent Manifesto” and “God, Guns & Rock ‘N’ 

Roll” (Regnery Publishing). 

http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2012/jan/19/fas

t-and-furious-stinks/ 

 

12-01-19 Supporters of VA Sunday hunting take aim 

at ending ban 

Will the Capitol remain a killing field for legislation 

that would allow hunting on Sunday? 

Virginia is one of 11 states to prohibit or restrict 

hunting on Sunday. Lawmakers have resisted efforts to roll 

back a ban that has survived as Sunday "blue laws" were 

swept into the dust bin of history. 

Supporters of Sunday hunting have mounted a 

campaign to break through in this General Assembly. Eight 

bills have been filed, with lawmakers from both parties 

introducing legislation to lift or relax the ban. 

The Board of Game and Inland Fisheries adopted a 

resolution last June in support of Sunday hunting. A 

bipartisangroup of some sportsmen, retailers, 

environmentalists and former legislators has joined forces 

to lobby for it. 

The Virginia Sunday Hunting Coalition argues that 

lifting the ban would give working families more 

opportunities to hunt, provide private property owners 

more freedom to use their land, and pump up the state's 

economy. 

"The planets are aligned to do it this year and we want 

to move forward," said Del. Scott Lingamfelter, R-Prince 

William County, sponsor of one of the bills. 

The supporters have an ally in Gov. Bob McDonnell, 

who said in an interview that he would sign legislation 

allowing Sunday hunting on private lands. 

"We should not be telling property owners what they 

can and can't do on private property one day a week," 

http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2012/jan/19/fast-and-furious-stinks/
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McDonnell said. "For many, many hunters, they can only 

hunt Saturday and Sunday because that's when they're off." 

Some hunters remain in support of the ban, notably 

members of the Virginia Hunting Dog Alliance and the 

Quad County Houndsmen Association. 

"Most landowners aren't going to allow Sunday 

hunting, no matter what the law states," said John Morse of 

Chesapeake, a hunter and houndsman. "As a group greatly 

beholden to rural landowners, the VAHDA strongly 

believes we should respect their wishes, both for our own 

benefit and because it is the right thing.. " 

"If a group of people in church on Sunday hears a shot 

ring off close by, they're going to say, 'That's them 

doggone hunters,' " he said. "It's my firm belief that 

opening up Sundays to hunting is going to have bad 

consequences for all hunters down the line." 

Supporters of Sunday hunting likely will face their first 

test today, when the Senate Agriculture, Conservation and 

Natural Resources Committee is scheduled to hear four of 

the bills. Three would lift the ban statewide and the other 

would allow Sunday hunting on private property. Many 

supporters of the broader bills have said they would be 

happy with legislation that allows Sunday hunting on 

private lands. 

Sunday hunting also can produce an economic boost to 

the state, supporters contend, from spending on everything 

from ammunition to meals and lodging. 

"Someone from, say, Richmond or Northern Virginia 

who's going to come to the Eastern Shore (to hunt) is going 

to be a lot more likely to come if they can spend two days 

instead of one," said Sen. Ralph Northam, D-Norfolk, a 

sponsor of one of the bills. 

But Sunday hunting advocates still face long-standing 

objections from some in the faith community, from some 

farmers and from other outdoors enthusiasts. 

"I'm all for hunting, especially deer," said Nancy 

Young, a birdwatcher who lives in Blue Ridge. "They eat 

the woods up. And I understand the other side. But they 

have six days and we have one." 

http://hamptonroads.com/2012/01/supporters-sunday-

hunting-take-aim-ending-ban 

 

12-01-19 Suspect charged with attacking delivery 

driver 

Wilkes-Barre police have made an arrest in connection 

with the robbery and beating of a Chinese restaurant 

delivery driver at the Sherman Hills Apartments. 

Police apprehended Jafa Leroy McAllister, 24, of 134 

Barney St., Wilkes-Barre, on Wednesday and charged him 

with robbery, assault and theft. The delivery driver was 

robbed and beaten near Building 320 of the complex on 

Jan. 2, police said. 

McAllister was arraigned and jailed in lieu of $25,000 

cash bail. 

McAllister, who is from Newark, N.J., was on bail in 

connection with firearms charges out of Monroe County, 

city police said. Court records show McAllister is awaiting 

trial on charges of illegal possession of a firearm, carrying 

a firearm without a license and possession of a firearm with 

an altered serial number. 

http://citizensvoice.com/news/suspect-charged-with-

attacking-delivery-driver-1.1259663#ixzz1kx1gzdUL 

 

12-01-19 Westmoreland fireworks sales ringleader 

gets four years in prison 

The ringleader of a group of Mt. Pleasant-area men who 

sold illegal fireworks for decades was sentenced by a 

federal judge on Wednesday to serve more than four years 

in prison despite pleas for leniency from family and 

friends. 

James E. McCloy, 61, of Bridgeport, Mt. Pleasant 

Township, was sentenced by U.S. District Judge Arthur 

Schwab to serve four years and three months in prison 

followed by three years of supervised release. McCloy 

pleaded guilty in June to conspiracy, two counts of 

transporting explosives without a license and possession of 

a firearm by a convicted felon in connection with a 2008 

raid at his home. 

Agents from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 

Firearms allege that McCloy led a group that brought in 

truckloads of fireworks to the state and resold them, 

according to federal agents. 

In addition to fireworks, they dealt in flash powder and 

M-80s and M-200s, which are illegal and classified as 

explosives under federal law, agents said. 

The four men operated a fireworks business from 2003 

through 2008, when ATF agents raided McCloy's home 

and confiscated trailers filled with explosives and 

thousands of cases of fireworks, authorities said. They also 

found 10 pistols and rifles at the home, according to 

records. 

James McCloy's brother, Howard F. McCloy, 64, had 

been sentenced to serve 15 months, while his son, Howard 

"Tubs" McCloy Jr., 22, and Fred Collins, 62, were 

sentenced to probation. 

Before Schwab delivered the sentence, he received 

letters asking for leniency from several McCloy relatives 

and area residents, court records show. 

Retired Mt. Pleasant Area School District administrator 

Linda M. Vecchio told the judge she has known McCloy 

for more than 30 years. She described him as "a true friend 

and person who is there to help anyone in any way he can. 

I have had numerous experiences with Jimmy, whether I 

needed a favor or had a problem to be solved, I knew I 

could always count on him," she wrote. 

In court filings, McCloy's attorney, William McCabe, 

contended that fireworks, legal and illegal, are part of 

American culture. 

http://hamptonroads.com/2012/01/supporters-sunday-hunting-take-aim-ending-ban
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"This case involves the seasonal sale of such display 

fireworks by Mr. McCloy, solely in connection with the 

celebration of the Fourth of July holiday, and unfortunately 

without possessing a federal explosive license. Mr. 

McCloy has had a lifelong fascination with fireworks in 

connection with celebrating the Fourth of July holiday," 

McCabe told the court. 

Federal officials described the McCloys' illegal 

fireworks operation as expansive. The men sold shipments 

of up to 100 cases at a time in Ohio, West Virginia and 

Maryland, sometimes earning as much as $3,000 per 

transaction, according to the indictment. 

When agents conducted a raid on June 19, 2008, on 

Howard McCloy's property, also in Bridgeport, they found 

13,000 explosive devices in trailers. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/w

estmoreland/s_777216.html 

 

12-01-19 UK Firearm campaigner's daughter 

robbed at gunpoint 

The daughter of a man who has waged a long-running 

campaign against firearm offences has been threatened at 

gunpoint in the shop where she works. 

Bob Allis's daughter, who asked not to be named, was 

robbed by two armed men at Chaplin's newsagents in 

Chiseldon, Wiltshire, on Monday.  

Mr Allis's brother Tony was shot dead near Stroud in 

1990 following a boundary dispute with a neighbour. 

Since then, he has campaigned for tougher penalties in 

relation to guns. 

Mr Allis said: "This highlights things even further, 

things like this happening twice in the same family.  

"These people need to be apprehended and taken out of 

society as far as I'm concerned. 

"My daughter could very well be lying in a mortuary 

today." 

Wiltshire police are appealing for witnesses to the 

robbery, which took place at about 06:30 GMT on Monday 

morning.  

The two suspects, who were armed with a handgun and 

stole cigarettes and money, are described as white and aged 

in their 20s. One was approximately 5ft 9in (1.7m) tall.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-wiltshire-

16631324 

 

12-01-19 London 2012: Olympics firearms plan 

outlined by Heathrow 

Heathrow Airport has outlined how it will cope with the 

"massive challenge" of the Olympic Games, including 

handling hundreds of competitors' guns. 

It says almost 1,000 firearms will be collected on 

arrival, secured and transported to the shooting venue. 

Some 80% of Olympics and Paralympics visitors are 

due at the host airport. 

With the day after the Olympics closes - 13 August - 

expected to be Heathrow's busiest day ever, a special 

temporary departures terminal is being built. 

The UK Border Agency (UKBA) had set up a special 

customs system to deal with the hundreds of firearms 

expected to be brought in by Games athletes, Heathrow 

said. 

The Olympics will see 780 firearms brought in by 390 

athletes, and the Paralympics will have 140 athletes with 

200 firearms. 

The shooting competition venue is at the Royal 

Artillery Barracks on the edge of Woolwich Common, in 

south-east London. 

A Heathrow preparations document said: "When the 

competitors arrive, firearms will be collected and 

transported by approved handler to airside Locog (the 

London 2012 organisers) vehicles where they will be 

secured and subsequently transported to the Royal Artillery 

Barracks (RAB). 

"On the day of issue of firearms to athletes, UKBA will 

perform necessary checks against required paperwork 

within the armoury at RAB." 

'Warm welcome'  

Airport owner BAA said it was spending more than 

£20m on the Games, none of which was public funds. 

In addition to the temporary terminal, the money will be 

spent on building lifts to handle Paralympians' wheelchairs, 

providing extra media facilities, and recruiting and training 

1,000 volunteers to meet and greet passengers arriving for 

the Games.  

The airport's head of Olympic and Paralympic planning, 

Nick Cole, said the Games were a "unique operational task 

and a massive challenge". 

"Every part of the airport is working together to ensure 

we can give the athletes a warm welcome and ensure all 

passengers enjoy the atmosphere," he said. 

Planning was also going on to ensure a normal good 

service for other passengers during the summer holiday 

period, the preparations document added.  

Heathrow said it did not believe the Games presented a 

higher security risk but it was recruiting 250 security staff 

"in part to give us more resilience during this summer". 

It said UKBA would be able to use dedicated 

immigration lanes for the arrival of accredited Games 

Family members, athletes, coaches, officials, accredited 

media and other individuals. 

The agency is building a "pool of volunteers to work at 

Heathrow to ensure an efficient border control process 

during the peak arrivals period". 

Check-in will be offered at the Olympic and Paralympic 

Village for athletes leaving the Games, with their bags 

collected a day ahead of departure. There will also be 

special areas for coaches carrying Olympic athletes outside 

Heathrow's terminals. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/westmoreland/s_777216.html
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Heathrow says 27 June to 1 October will be its critical 

period - allowing time either side of the start of the 

Olympics and the end of the later Paralympic Games.  

On its busiest expected days - 26 July and 13 August - it 

predicted passenger levels would increase from an 

estimated 95,000 on a usual day by 45% to 138,000. 

To ease pressure on Heathrow, charter flights and 

private jets will use other airports such as Stansted. 

Excess baggage  

The Games Terminal will operate on 13-15 August, and 

is expected to divert up to 10,100 people and 37,900 bags 

from other terminals. 

Construction of the terminal will begin in February in 

an area currently used for staff car parking on the south 

side of the airport. 

Heathrow is expecting a 35% increase in baggage on 26 

July and 13 August, with around 15% of the 200,000 items 

expected on those days likely to be oversized luggage. 

The airport said it would have "insufficient capacity on 

carousels and floors in the baggage reclaim hall for waiting 

passengers". 

Measures to combat this would include standing bags 

up on carousels and removing some luggage from 

carousels to another area before customs control, it said.  

The flow of passengers into the baggage claim area 

could also be controlled.  

Heathrow will test its procedures and the airport has 50 

full-time staff working on its Olympic programme. It said 

that number was likely to "increase significantly" as the 

Games approached.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-16614875 

 

12-01-19 Judge dismisses suit challenging Texas' 

concealed carry law 

A federal judge in Lubbock on Thursday threw out the 

National Rifle Association's move to overturn a Texas law 

prohibiting 18- to 20-year-olds from carrying concealed 

handguns. 

In dismissing the case that had drawn national interest, 

U.S. District Judge Sam Cummings ruled that "Texas has 

identified a legitimate state interest — public safety — and 

passed legislation that is rationally related to addressing 

that issue." 

Under current law, Texans must be 21 or older to get a 

concealed-handgun permit. Members or veterans of the 

armed forces who are younger than 21 can also be licensed. 

The ruling was seen as a win for the state, gun control 

advocates and university groups — including two student-

government groups at the University of Texas at Austin — 

who had argued that Texans younger than 21 should not be 

licensed to carry handguns. 

The case was filed by three Texans between 18 and 21 

— Rebekah Jennings , Brennan Harmon and Andrew 

Payne — and the National Rifle Association, which argued 

that the Texas handgun licensing law was discriminatory 

and unconstitutional. 

In his decision, Cummings ruled that the Second 

Amendment — the right to bear arms — "does not confer a 

right that extends beyond the home." He noted that under 

current law, Texans can possess guns in their homes 

without a state license. 

Cummings noted in his ruling that a 2008 decision by 

the U.S. Supreme Court underscored that the Second 

Amendment right to bear arms "was not a right to keep and 

carry any weapon whatsoever in any manner whatsoever 

and for whatever purpose." 

Texas' licensing law "does not burden the fundamental 

right to keep and bear arms," Cummings wrote. 

The opinion suggests that the age issue raised in the 

case should be settled at the state Capitol — "either to 

petition the Texas Legislature for a change in state law or, 

on a national level, to rally for a constitutional 

amendment." 

Last September, Cummings dismissed a lawsuit filed by 

the NRA challenging the constitutionality of a federal law 

prohibiting the sale of handguns to people younger than 21. 

Representatives for the NRA and several Texas groups 

that had intervened in the case in support of the state law 

— Mothers Against Teen Violence and Students for Gun-

Free Schools in Texas — could not immediately be 

reached for comment. 

Daniel Vice, a senior attorney at the Brady Center To 

Prevent Gun Violence's Legal Action Project in 

Washington, hailed the decision. 

"We are pleased the court rejected the NRA's extreme 

claim that the Second Amendment means that we must 

allow armed teens on our streets," Vice said. The Brady 

Center, an intervenor in the lawsuit, had cited studies 

concluding that 18- to 20-year-olds often lack the same 

ability as adults to "govern impulsivity, judgment, planning 

for the future, and foresight of consequences." They are 

also within the age range of offenders with the highest rates 

of homicide and criminal gun possession, according to 

court filings. 

http://www.statesman.com/news/texas-politics/judge-

dismisses-suit-challenging-texas-concealed-carry-law-

2113082.html 

 

12-01-18 US allows import of 86,000 M1 rifles from 

Korea 

Firearms will be sold to Korean War veterans 

Washington has agreed to allow the importation of M1 

Garand rifles from Seoul, reversing its earlier decision to 

ban the shipping of the weapon used by South Korean and 

U.S. soldiers during the 1950-53 Korean War, a senior 

defense official said Wednesday.  

“The U.S. government approved the imports of some 

86,000 of the rifles,” said Lee Sun-chul, deputy defense 

minister for force and resources management.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-16614875
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“The historic firearms are expected to be sold to 

American Korean War veterans and their families in time 

for the 62nd anniversary of the Korean War, which falls on 

June 25 this year.”  

Kim Mi-sung, an official of the force and resources 

management office, said the defense ministry received an 

approval letter from the United States on Sept. 2 last year 

that stated Washington agreed to allow the importation of 

the M1s. 

She noted that the U.S. government, however, rejected 

Seoul’s proposal to export some 600,000 M1 Carbines, 

which were also used in the Korean War, as they come 

with a magazine that can carry multiple rounds unlike the 

Garands.  

“We plan to announce a bid later this month or in 

February for the selection of agencies to sell the M1 rifles 

to Americans,” Kim said. “The U.S. has been reviewing 

legal procedures for the approval of a third party transfer.”  

The official said Korea plans to purchase locally 

developed K2 rifles with the money raised by selling the 

M1s. 

The Obama administration blocked the purchase of 

87,310 M1 Garands and 770,160 M1 Carbines in 2010, 

saying the American-made antique rifles could “potentially 

be exploited by individuals seeking firearms for illicit 

purposes.” 

The move, however, triggered strong criticism among 

gun collectors, who said the U.S. government was being 

excessively concerned about possible firearm incidents 

involving the aging semiautomatic rifles.  

In February last year, U.S. Sen. Jon Tester and Rep. 

Cynthia Lummis proposed bills for an amendment of the 

Arms Export Control Act to guarantee that U.S.-made 

military firearms classified as “curios and relics” will not 

be blocked from importation. 

The legislations allow firearms more than 50 years old, 

considered antiques or relics and lawfully possessed by a 

foreign government, to be imported into the United States 

through properly licensed groups and sold without written 

permission from the U.S. State or Defense Departments. 

A senior defense ministry official, however, raised the 

possibility that the U.S. government may cancel the plan to 

allow the purchase the M1s, saying Seoul has yet to 

finalize negotiations with Washington.  

``We have yet to receive confirmation from the United 

States over our proposal,” he said. “The U.S. government 

may change its position at the last minute due to political 

considerations.” 

M1s were made first in 1926 and used during World 

War II and the Vietnam War. The carbines were first 

produced in 1941 and used during the 1950-1953 Korean 

War. 

They currently sell for around $220, according to 

another defense ministry official. 

http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/nation/2012/01

/116_103154.html 

 

12-01-18 Why U.S. Gun Sales Are Shooting For The 

Moon 

If James Anthony Bailey and P.T. Barnum had seen the 

Shooting, Hunting, Outdoor Trade Show (SHOT Show) 

they just might have conceded their “Greatest Show on 

Earth” needed more guns, sideshows and characters. 

Because come one, come all, the SHOT Show has no 

comparison on Earth and, in fact, is especially interesting 

this year because gun sales are breaking records. 

I shoulder in with the 60,000 people the show has 

brought to Las Vegas to find out why guns are selling in a 

mostly down economy. The people around me have come 

to buy and sell firearms, ammunition, optics, tree stands 

(devices hunters attach to trees so they can sit and wait for 

deer to show), deer urine (for attracting those deer), as well 

as holsters, knives and enough law-enforcement 

paraphernalia to keep CBS’s show CSI: Crime Scene 

Investigation filled with cool props for another ten years. 

They’ve come from all over America and from more 

than 100 countries. They are gun dealers, wholesalers, 

manufacturers and outdoor personalities. They are perhaps 

our most misunderstood capitalists: the politically incorrect 

people who buy and sell things that go bang. 

They all seem to be having a hell of a time. 

Their very own celebrities are here. Michael Waddell, 

Ted Nugent and other popular outdoor television hosts are 

shaking hands and talking guns. Legendary gun designer 

Dan Coonan, inventor and designer of the Coonan .357 

Magnum Automatic 1911-style pistol, is at the Coonan Inc. 

booth. Richard “Dick” Marcinko, the former Navy SEAL 

who wrote Rogue Warrior is at the DeSantis Gunhide 

booth. The heroes from the History Channel’s “TOP 

SHOT” are mingling with fans. 

There is a line of people waiting for a signed picture of 

R. Lee Ermey (better known as “Gunny”) at the Glock 

booth. Shane Carwin, the UFC champ, is due to make an 

appearance at the GunsAmerican LLC booth. Larry the 

Cable Guy will perform at the NSSF’s State of the Industry 

dinner. 

Years ago I even met Mikhail Kalashnikov at this show, 

the Russian inventor of the famed AK-47. When asked 

what he thought of the show, he said with his laborious 

Russian accent, “It is good to see all the capitalists 

marketing their products.” He was there to merchandise 

with all the capitalists. He had official Kalashnikov coffee 

cups and t-shirts to market. 

I check out guns of every make and model that are 

hanging from displays between carpeted isles—all have 

their firing pins removed, but not their wow factor—and 

decide that the very sight of all this gun-happy private 

enterprise just might just make Sarah Brady—the founder 

http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/nation/2012/01/116_103154.html
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of the anti-gun group the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun 

Violence—give up and move to France. 

But I step away from the bustle of the show to have a 

moment with Steve Sanetti, president of the National 

Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF) to find out why guns 

sales are a bright spot in a mostly depressed economy. 

The NSSF is a trade group that represents about 7,000 

firearms manufacturers and related companies. The NSSF 

puts on this trade show. Sanetti has been president and 

chief executive officer of the NSSF since May 2008. He 

spent 28 years with Sturm, Ruger and Company, a 

publically traded firearms manufacturer that makes fine 

American-made guns. He worked his way up in a company 

that still does CNC machining stateside. His is an 

American success story. 

Sanetti is wearing the dark suit, white shirt and carefree 

warmth of a successful American CEO. He has reason to 

smile. 

According to the FBI, over 1.5 million background 

checks on customers looking to purchase a firearm were 

requested by gun dealers to the National Instant Criminal 

Background Check System (NICS) last December. That’s a 

record. In fact, nearly 500,000 of those background checks 

occurred during the six days before Christmas—people 

were putting more than Red Rider BB guns under their 

trees! 

This $4.1 billion industry “has had nineteen months of 

growth in an otherwise anemic economy,” boasts Sanetti. 

“We’re grateful and proud that our industry has helped 

maintain jobs from the manufacturer through retail levels 

during these difficult economic times.” 

However, this upbeat sector of the economy hasn’t yet 

been praised by a president looking for good economic 

news to tout, which is too bad, as he’s helping these 

manufacturers. 

Back in 2009 gun manufacturers labeled President 

Barack Obama as the “best gun salesman of all time.” They 

weren’t even jesting. The FBI recorded a 49 percent rise in 

gun background checks during the 2008 election week 

compared to the same week a year earlier. Fear of coming 

gun-control legislation certainly helped sell those guns, 

though how much is impossible to say. 

Indeed, this prolonged surge in gun sales has driven 

Sarah Brady’s group to some very creative spin; for 

example, Caroline Brewer, of the Brady Campaign, said, 

“The research we’ve seen indicates fewer and fewer people 

are owning more and more guns.” 

Sanetti doesn’t think the Brady Campaign’s spin has a 

syllable of truth in it; after all, he pointed out that the 

NSSF’s First Shots Program (a program that holds shooting 

lessons for the public) has been growing fast. “Fun, new 

action-shooting sports, such as 3-gun and sporting clays, 

are also bringing in a lot of new shooters, especially 

women,” he says. 

And popular shows, such as The History Channel’s Top 

Shots, have helped to showcase how much fun shooting 

can be; as a result, Sanetti says, “President Barack Obama 

can certainly be credited with some of the increase in gun 

sales. His Supreme Court nominees have been anti-gun and 

his administration has been hostile to the rights of law-

abiding gun owners. And anti-gun activist Sarah Brady did 

stoke this fear when she was quoted in the Washington 

Post saying President Obama told her he’s working on gun 

control “under the radar.” 

“However, there is a lot more to it than a president 

scaring the public,” says Sanetti. 

Sanetti explained that in 1959 some 70 percent of the 

American public favored handgun bans, whereas today that 

number has flipped. “We’ve been able to conclusively 

prove scientifically that, as John Lott wrote, more guns do 

equal less crime. Other factors include the fact that the 

number of hunters has actually risen in a number of states. 

Then you have returning servicemen and women who are 

staying with the shooting sports. Meanwhile, the advocacy 

of the NSSF, the NRA and other groups have shown that 

the Second Amendment is a fundamental part of our 

freedom.” 

As Sanetti strides off to more meetings with busy 

manufacturers, I go back to a burgeoning trade that is 

outgrowing the Sands Expo & Convention Center. This 

year the NSSF asked exhibitors to voluntarily reduce their 

booth space so smaller companies could get into the sold-

out show. Many were happy to do so. Yeah, Kalashnikov 

had it right, “It is good to see all the capitalists marketing 

their products.” 

This show couldn’t happen anywhere else in the world. 

Let’s hope it will keep happening here, no matter what a 

president says. 

http://www.forbes.com/sites/frankminiter/2012/01/18/w

hy-u-s-gun-sales-are-shooting-for-the-moon/ 

 

12-01-17 NY city Store fined $30K for stocking toy 

guns 

NEW YORK, Jan. 17 (UPI) -- A New York discount 

store was ordered to pay a $30,000 fine for stocking toy 

guns that were deemed to be too realistic. 

Andrew Tilem, lawyer for the odds-and-ends store 

called 99¢ Target, said the fine amounts to $5,000 for each 

of the six toy sheriff sets put up for sale at the store in 

Brooklyn's Flatbush neighborhood, the New York Post 

reported Tuesday. 

Tilem said the vendor for the toys, JMD All Star of 

New Jersey, told owner Jamal Ahmed the sets, which 

included orange plastic-tipped toy guns, were legal for sale 

and one of the store's managers failed to inform the owner 

when a city inspector wrote the store up for stocking the 

items. 

City regulations bar the sale of realistic toy weapons. 

http://www.forbes.com/sites/frankminiter/2012/01/18/why-u-s-gun-sales-are-shooting-for-the-moon/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/frankminiter/2012/01/18/why-u-s-gun-sales-are-shooting-for-the-moon/


Tilem said Ahmed missed a hearing due to not being 

informed by the manager and the city imposed the $30,000 

fine, which he described as "a really, really abusive 

penalty." 

A spokeswoman for the city's Consumer Affairs 

department said the fine was appealed, but upheld. 

"Realistic-looking imitation guns are illegal and 

dangerous, and just last week, a 15-year-old in Texas was 

killed while holding one of these guns," she said. 

http://www.upi.com/Odd_News/2012/01/17/Store-

fined-30K-for-stocking-toy-guns/UPI-86241326818126/ 

 

12-01-17 How the "Castle Law" protects you from 

intruders in Georgia and Alabama 

COLUMBUS, GA (WTVM) - If an intruder comes in to 

your house, do you have rights when it comes to protecting 

yourself? 

The "Castle Doctrine" is a law in both Georgia and 

Alabama that gives homeowners the right to defend 

themselves if an intruder enters the property of their home. 

It is called the "Castle Law" because citizens can 

consider their home as a castle, and they have the right to 

protect it. Other laws, such as "Do Not Retreat", help 

blanket potential victims from becoming suspects. 

Major Randy Robertson with the Muscogee County 

Sheriff's Office said, "Citizens who find themselves in 

situations where they find themselves threatened with 

severe injury or death can protect themselves with 

whatever level of force necessary." 

There are some stipulations to this law. If you are both 

outside on your property, you have every right to shoot, but 

if you are inside your home and the intruder is outside, you 

have to wait until the suspect crosses that threshold before 

you can defend yourself. 

"If you are inside your house, secure, and someone 

comes into your front yard, I don't think the law would 

extend outside of your home because you are under no 

imminent threat," Robertson explained. 

You also have to take into consideration just how 

threatening the individual is, meaning if a small female was 

coming towards a large man, he wouldn't necessarily be 

covered by the law. But Robertson says if the roles are 

reversed, "Georgia law interprets the threat and some of 

those situations, especially a small female and the 

aggressor is a male, and he comes to the door armed, the 

citizen has to make an adjustment and an evaluation of the 

situation and handle it to what they think is best to protect 

themselves." 

Of course, depending on the situation, the District 

Attorney will have to determine if any charges will be filed 

against the homeowner 

http://www.wtvm.com/story/16538804/how-the-castle-

law-protects-you-from-intruders 

 

12-01-17 Will Open Carry Finally Pass in OK? 

43 states have some sort of open carry law, but 

Oklahoma isn't one of them; until, perhaps, maybe, later 

this year. 

"I think the state is ready to address this issue," said 

Oklahoma state senator Steve Russell's bill would require 

people to be 21 years of age or older, to properly holster 

and display the weapon, and to abide by restrictions at 

private establishments. 

"A nation that can not trust its law abiding citizens to 

bear fire arms is not a free nation," he said. 

"I wear my empty holster openly on a daily basis," said 

Scott Hannaford, his holster a campaign sign for open 

carry. One of his main arguments for it? 

"If a potential perpetrator sees a target and then catches 

a second glimpse and they have a openly displayed firearm, 

they're gonna think twice," he said. 

Maybe, but at 2A Shooting Center, even though the 

right to bear arms is obviously supported.... 

"I'm very much pro second amendment," said Eric 

Fuson. That doesn't mean he's clamoring to openly carry. 

"Personally I wouldn't choose to carry a firearm in the 

open," he said.  

why? Cause Scott's theoretical perpetrator might think 

twice about Eric. 

"Even though it's unlikely, the possibility if there was a 

crime going to take place while I happen to be there that 

would make me an obvious target," he said. 

But debating do or don't is academic at this point, cause 

as it is now, Scott's holster remains empty, and if you ask 

him, he'll be happy to tell you why. 

"Because the state of Oklahoma doesn't allow it to be 

filled," he said. 

http://www.ktul.com/story/16541214/will-open-carry-

finally-pass-in-ok 

 

12-01-17 Agent loses appeal over accidental shooting 

video 

federal agent who accidentally shot himself while 

lecturing children on gun safety lost his appeal Tuesday in 

a lawsuit over release of the video that subjected him to 

ridicule on the Internet and late-night talk shows. 

Lee Paige sued his employer, the Drug Enforcement 

Administration, after video of the 2004 accident in Florida 

appeared in the news and went viral on the Internet. The 

video shows Paige shooting himself in the leg just as he 

displays his firearm and tells a gathering of about 50 youth 

and their parents, "I'm the only one in this room 

professional enough, that I know of, to carry this Glock 

40." 

Paige claimed in his lawsuit that the DEA's release of 

the video, taken by a parent attending the demonstration, 

invaded his privacy and ended his ability to work 

undercover or give motivational speeches. Paige, a former 

professional football player who worked at the DEA since 

1990, said the release has also resulted in humiliating 

http://www.upi.com/Odd_News/2012/01/17/Store-fined-30K-for-stocking-toy-guns/UPI-86241326818126/
http://www.upi.com/Odd_News/2012/01/17/Store-fined-30K-for-stocking-toy-guns/UPI-86241326818126/
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comments toward him and his family not only on television 

but at grocery stores and restaurants. 

Siding with the DEA in December 2010, a U.S. District 

court judge ruled that Paige had provided no evidence of 

who made the video public. On Tuesday, a three-judge 

appeals court panel upheld that ruling and found that the 

video contained no private facts because the accidental 

discharge occurred in an Orlando community center at an 

event open to the public. 

But the appellate judges found that even though Paige's 

privacy rights weren't violated, the DEA's handling of the 

video as part of its internal investigation into the shooting 

"is far from a model of agency treatment of private data." 

"The widespread circulation of the accidental discharge 

video demonstrates the need for every federal agency to 

safeguard video records with extreme diligence in this 

Internet age of iPhones and YouTube with their 

instantaneous and universal reach," the judges wrote. 

The video shows that after Paige shot himself, he tried 

to continue his presentation to the Orlando Youth Minority 

Golf Association. "See how that accident happened?" he 

told the audience. "It can happen to you, and you can be 

blown away. So guys, never play with guns." 

Limping, he started to bring out another gun to show 

but the audience protested. He tried to assure them the 

second weapon was unloaded — as he had claimed when 

he brought out the Glock — but ended the presentation 

when the crowd continued to object. 

http://www.foxnews.com/us/2012/01/17/agent-loses-

appeal-over-accidental-shooting-video/ 

 

12-01-16 Tips for Firearm Storage at Home 

A few days after Christmas we had some neighbors 

over to catch up a bit. In the beginning of the evening we 

talked about all kinds of things; one of these was my new 

Springfield Champion .45 ACP. When I mentioned my 

newest acquisition, my neighbor Gary said, "Oh, I would 

like to see that." 

After I retrieved it, I gave it a quick safety check then 

dropped the empty magazine and racked the slide open. At 

this point my neighbor quickly commented to his wife, 

"Tammy, see how he did that." This was in response to my 

safe handling of the firearm. As a 1911 style semi-auto, 

this empty and locked open slide quickly transferred the 

message that the firearm was safe to handle, and as an 

experienced gun owner himself he verified my work before 

handling the gun himself. 

I learned to shoot and to handle firearms safely as a 

teenager. My father was a police officer and also competed 

on the police force's pistol team. I can remember always 

having guns around the house. My brothers and I were all 

taught the safety fundamentals at an early age. I still feel 

that education is the best tool for keeping weapons safe.  

Households that have very young children, however, 

need to take additional firearm storage measures, as 

curiosity often trumps learning and common sense. The 

fact that we got to handle and shoot them, removed a lot of 

the mystery that guns hold for those whom are less familiar 

or curious. Like my father before me, I have begun to 

introduce my two daughters to safe handling and shooting 

as well. It is a process and occurs with highly supervised 

and measured steps. 

Cabinets, Safes and Locks 

One way to ensure that firearms are safe is to lock them 

away in safes, or lockable cabinets, or install locking 

devices on the guns themselves. These are the preferred 

methods for those who have small children in the home, or 

the potential to have children visit.  

Another equally effective way to prevent accidental 

discharge is to lock away the all the ammunition. (It is very 

clear that both the gun and ammo are needed to be able to 

fire.)  

One common concern with people who keep guns for 

home security is the availability and speedy access if 

needed. I recently saw an advertisement about firearms and 

home protection that caught my eye. The ad's copy read. 

"When seconds count, help is only minutes away." This 

reality is all too true in many urban areas where police or 

rescue personnel cover dense populations, or in more 

remote locations were considerable distances are involved. 

Your 911 call may not be as fast as you hope, and your 

safety may rely on your own skills and preparations. In 

cases where a home intruder may be present, or a 

marauding wild beast, ready access and usability may 

outweigh more secure firearm storage. There are a number 

of firearm storage configurations that can provide both. 

Some are even designed with "bio-metric" systems that can 

read fingerprints. With these types of firearm storage units, 

the need to remember a locking code in a high stress 

environment is eliminated. 

Burglar-Proof Firearm Storage 

Defending a home is only possible if you are there, 

though it may be a frightening experience. Preventing the 

theft of firearms in an empty home is another reason to 

own a gun safe. Guns can be expensive things and some 

folks' collections can be quite extensive. I'm just getting 

started and my collection pales in comparison to one of my 

neighbors'. They have two gun safes that are each bigger 

than my decent sized refrigerator. Keeping your firearms 

protected in a burglar-proof location, like a large gun safe, 

which can be to big to carry or is firmly bolted in place, 

can offer peace of mind. Many of these firearm storage 

safes also provide some degree of fire protection. 

Unlike a basic cabinet which may have a lock to keep 

children out, a true gun safe offers far more security. When 

I was growing up, my father (a skilled but amateur 

remodeler in Detroit) constructed a secret room in our 

basement to house his collection. Any potential burglar 

would have had a hard time finding it. A 500 pound gun 

safe may yell, "This home has guns," but the chance of a 

http://www.foxnews.com/us/2012/01/17/agent-loses-appeal-over-accidental-shooting-video/
http://www.foxnews.com/us/2012/01/17/agent-loses-appeal-over-accidental-shooting-video/


burglar actually moving it, or getting in, is pretty 

impossible. 

My new Springfield uses the "ILS" Integrated Locking 

System, and a basic cable lock secures my wheel guns. 

Now that my collection is starting to grow, I need to find a 

permanent firearm storage unit for them....though they will 

still come out to play as needed. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/classifieds/real_estate/diy/

HomeTalk_20120116_Tips_for_Firearm_Storage_at_Hom

e.html 

 

12-01-15 How did an effort to end pet gassing turn 

into a gun rights debate ? 

Why is it that legislation aimed at protecting dogs 

seems to always turn into a gun rights debate? 

Like the latest bill before the state Senate to end the use 

of carbon monoxide to kill dogs and cats in shelters, which 

until recently was only about ending gas chambers. 

Because it's Pennsylvania, where the only bills that pass 

relating to firearms are those which expand the rights of 

gun owners. 

But what do dogs have to do with guns? 

Plenty, you city slickers.  

Many hunters use dogs to track game birds. Some use 

dogs to root out ground hogs and opossums. In the far 

flung corners of the state dogs are used to tree raccoons. 

Dog owners also want to preserve the right to shoot 

their dogs. Never mind that the idea of putting a rifle to the 

head of the animal that slept next to you for 14 years is 

abhorrent to the vast majority of pet lovers. 

But that right exists, except in commercial kennels - 

that is, those breeding kennels that sell more than 60 dogs a 

year or a single dog to a pet store. 

Seems the gun lobby wants to reinstate the ability of 

commercial kennels owners to shoot their dogs. That right 

was taken from them in 2008 after the massacre of 80 dogs 

- all of them snuggly lap breeds - in their cages.  

The Berks County kennel owner took that extreme and 

barbaric action after being told by a dog warden to get flea 

treatment for his dogs.  

Now commercial kennel owners - we're talking about a 

whopping 60 people at last count - must bring in a vet to 

euthanize their dog by injection. 

But animal welfare advocates are concerned the gas 

chamber bill - SB 1329 -opens the door for the return of 

routine firearms use in large kennels because it allows 

commercial kennels owners to shoot "dangerous" dogs. 

Sarah Speed, Pennsylvania director for the Humane 

Society of the United States, told the Allentown Morning 

Call it would at the very least create ambiguity in the law. 

Bill sponsor Sen. Andy Dinniman (D., Chester) told the 

Call members of the Senate Agriculture and Rural Affairs 

committee -which passed his bill unanimously last month - 

said it was dead without the shooting exemption. 

Why don't we just give these handful of shelters the 

training and equipment to administer sodium pentobarbital 

- the most widely used method of euthanasia - by injection 

like the hundreds of other shelters in the state? 

Now let's move on to legislation that will improve the 

lives of thousands of dogs in Pennsylvania: banning round-

the-clock dog chaining.  

Oh wait, we see the long arm of the NRA lurking 

around this bill. Ask any rural shelter operator or the folks 

at the national anti-chaining group Dogs Deserve Better, 

the majority of dogs who spend their lives on chains 

are...you guessed it..hunting dogs. 

Take away your right to chain your dog, they'll argue, 

and they'll be coming for your gun next. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/blogs/pets/How-did-a-

bill-to-ban-gassing-turn-into-a-gun-rights-debate.html 

 

12-01-15 Dealers say gun sales are strong; 

background checks hit a record 

Ed Tarpy has watched his sales soar over the last year 

and listened to the stories of customers who have come to 

his Deptford shop to buy a gun for the first time. 

The pattern is familiar. 

"We've been in business here since 1965, and when the 

economy drops, the sales of firearms go up," said Tarpy, 

owner of Ed's Gun Shop. 

The national rate of violent crime has trended down in 

recent years, but "people say they're concerned about home 

break-ins," he said. 

"They know there are fewer police [due to layoffs]. And 

they're worried about being able to buy firearms in the 

future" if gun laws become more restrictive. 

Statistics suggest gun purchases in New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, and the country may have reached an all-

time high last year. 

A record 16.4 million background checks of prospective 

gun buyers were performed by the National Instant 

Criminal Background Check System (NICS) in 2011, two 

million more than in 2010. U.S. firearms dealers submitted 

more than 1.5 million requests for background checks in 

December alone, the most ever in a month, according to 

FBI data. 

In New Jersey, which has some of the strictest gun laws 

in the nation, about 60,000 background checks were 

requested last year, up roughly 20 percent from 2010. The 

state requires a firearms identification card to buy a rifle or 

shotgun and an ID card and permit to buy a handgun. 

In Pennsylvania, where neither a firearms identification 

card nor a purchase permit is required to buy a weapon, 

nearly 719,000 checks were requested, an increase of about 

15 percent from 2010. 

The 2011 NICS figures were the highest ever recorded 

for either state. 

Background checks do not equal gun sales, cautions the 

Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence, the nation's 

http://www.philly.com/philly/classifieds/real_estate/diy/HomeTalk_20120116_Tips_for_Firearm_Storage_at_Home.html
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largest grassroots organization for gun-violence prevention. 

About 1.3 percent of searches typically result in denial for 

the person seeking permission to buy a weapon, according 

to the FBI. And not all who are approved end up buying 

guns. 

Some gun owners undergo multiple checks, which 

could lead to inflated sales estimates, said Caroline Brewer, 

a spokeswoman for the Brady Campaign. Kentucky, she 

said, runs fresh background checks monthly on owners 

with concealed-weapon permits. 

There might not be a growing number of gun owners, 

Brewer said: "Fewer and fewer people have more and more 

guns. Twenty percent of gun owners possess about 65 

percent of the guns. . . . They're stockpiling." 

But dealers say the number of firearms purchased could 

exceed the number of clearances because many people buy 

multiple weapons. 

The FBI, Pennsylvania State Police, and New Jersey 

State Police would not speculate on what has led to the 

increase in background searches or whether the public-

safety concern some customers expressed is warranted. 

"There's certainly a long, heavily charged debate in 

many areas of the country over the lack of security or 

decrease in law enforcement," said Special Agent Bryan 

Travers, an FBI spokesman in Newark, N.J. "The FBI 

won't come down on one side of the issue or the other." 

Elected officials have taken note of the apparent spike 

in gun ownership, legal and illegal. 

In his second inaugural address, Mayor Nutter recently 

spoke of a "proliferation of illegal guns" and an "epidemic" 

of African American men involved in shootings as 

perpetrators and victims. 

He suggested a crackdown on illegal weapons, likely in 

partnership with federal and state agencies, and said 120 

extra police officers would be on the streets by summer. 

The gun issue is a concern for Nutter and new 

Philadelphia City Council President Darrell L. Clarke, who 

cosponsored a package of gun-control bills in 2008 that 

prompted the National Rifle Association to sue. 

Other officials have focused on legislation that gives 

legal gun owners more freedom. 

"People have a responsibility to protect themselves," 

said New Jersey State Sen. Jeff Van Drew (D., Cape May). 

"They're concerned about the loss of police protection. 

There are those who believe [that future gun] laws will be 

more onerous and that it will be more difficult to purchase 

guns. 

"When we increase restrictions on legal gun owners, 

that doesn't stop the bad guys and gangbangers," Van Drew 

said. "It doesn't necessarily enhance our safety." 

In the new legislative session, he said, he plans to 

reintroduce a bill he pushed in 2010 that would allow gun 

owners who take a special course to obtain a permit to 

carry a concealed firearm. 

"The legislation is the thoughtful, logical approach to 

the right to carry," Van Drew said. "When I first introduced 

it, some were saying we'd have the Wild West, with 

shootouts on the streets. 

"But in other states where individuals have their Second 

Amendment rights and it's much easier to get carry 

permits, things are just fine," he said. In the proposed gun 

course, "you will learn how to lawfully use the weapon and 

be proficient, and how to break it down and clean it." 

Twenty-eight states allow the right to carry concealed 

weapons. 

In Congress, the only gun bill considered recently was 

the National Right-to-Carry Reciprocity Act of 2011, 

which would require states to recognize other states' 

concealed-carry permits. The measure passed the House 

but was held up in the Senate. 

The number of annual firearms background checks - the 

NICS has performed nearly 141 million since 1998 - has 

risen steadily for nearly a decade, and it surged in 2006. 

"We're seeing a variety of people coming in," said Bob 

Viden Jr., owner of Bob's Little Sports Shop in Glassboro 

and president of the New Jersey Firearms Dealers 

Association. "More women are shooting than ever before. 

"Our range is filled every day," he said. "We've never 

had it as busy as the past three or four months." 

Many customers have expressed concern about the 

effect the next president will have in filling Supreme Court 

vacancies, Viden said. 

In 2010, the court, by a 5-4 majority, determined the 

Second Amendment applied to states - a landmark decision 

that struck down gun bans in Chicago and Washington. 

"This time of year, business usually slows down, but it 

hasn't," Viden said. "We have a very steady flow of people 

buying handguns and shotguns. It's really strange." 

Thousands of firearms - including machine guns - are 

bought not only at shops but also at gun shows across the 

country, said John Lunsford, a gun dealer and owner of 

Captain John's Gunsmithing in Woodbine, N.J. 

"We're seeing panic buying, and it's by people who do 

not own firearms," Lunsford said. 

An enormous number of automatic-weapons sales are 

transacted at gun shows, Lunsford said. "The desire for 

them is like a bottomless pit." 

Legally purchased guns are not the problem, Van Drew 

said. "New Jersey is a bit gun-phobic," he said. "We just 

need to enforce the laws and enhance penalties for those 

using guns illegally." 

The person who goes through a background check "is 

not going to commit a crime with a gun," said Gary 

Cundiff, a retired Cherry Hill police officer and a low-

volume gun dealer for 30 years. "The criminal doesn't care 

about the law. 

"A spike in crime is usually followed by a spike in gun 

sales, not the other way around," he said. "That's what 

we're seeing now, people feeling secure." 



http://www.philly.com/philly/news/homepage/20120115_

Dealers_say_gun_sales_are_strong__background_checks_

hit_a_record.html 

 

12-01-13 Gang behind Liverpool gun and grenade 

attacks 

Two men being tried in their absence were behind a 

number of gun and grenade attacks in Liverpool over a 

two-year period, a court has heard. 

Tony Downes, 25, of no fixed address, and Kirk 

Bradley, 26, of Stockbridge Village, were said to be part of 

a gang "terrorising the people of Liverpool". 

The two men escaped from a prison van in July 2011. 

They were being transported to a trial over the attacks at 

Liverpool Crown Court when they absconded. 

They are charged with conspiracy to possess firearms 

with an intent to endanger life and conspiracy to damage 

property with intent to endanger life at Woolwich Crown 

Court. 

A third man, Colin Fitzgibbon, 41, of West Oakhill 

Park, Liverpool, who was in court, denies a charge of 

conspiracy to possess firearms with the intent to endanger 

life. 

Mr Downes and Mr Bradley were allegedly linked to an 

attack where a grenade was left outside Liverpool manager 

Kenny Dalglish's home. 

'Wild west scene'  

Mr Dalglish was not the intended target of the attack. 

Prosecutor Nick Johnson QC told the jury the attacks 

took place between January 2009 and January 2011. 

He said: "This is about a gang who terrorised the people 

of Liverpool using hand grenades, industrial fireworks and 

firearms. 

"They agreed to use firearms to endanger people's lives. 

"Kirk Bradley and Tony Downes were good friends, 

blood brothers. 

"We suggest that they are the main organisers and 

directors of a criminal gang in Merseyside." 

In one incident, which he said was more in keeping with 

a scene from the wild west than suburban England, 

gunshots were fired between two men on an off-road 

motorbike and an Audi car, on the road from Stockbridge 

Village to Huyton. 

A grenade was also thrown through the window of a 

home where a grandmother was babysitting for the night, 

the court was told. 

In March 2009, a man was shot in the leg after being 

approached by two men in balaclavas as he used a 

telephone kiosk. 

His injury was so severe that he had to have his leg 

amputated. 

The trial continues. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-merseyside-

16551164 

 

12-01-12 Philly mayor Nutter Fumes After 3 

Philadelphia Teens Killed In Apparent Reprisal 

Shooting 

PHILADELPHIA (CBS) – Following a shooting 

Tuesday night in the Juniata section of the city that left 

three teens dead Mayor Michael Nutter had strong words 

for the shooter, calling him “a dog.”  

The outraged mayor also had strong words for the 

parents of Philadelphia’s youth, telling them “not to act 

like idiots and a–holes.” 

While Nutter says he is gratified about the quick arrest 

in the multiple shooting, he is fuming that the victims were 

out on Tuesday night apparently looking for trouble. And 

he blames their parents. 

“Seven young people, somewhere between 14 and 16 

years old, on a Tuesday night, a school night, are out in a 

car going to somewhere to have a fight with some other 

teenager. That is completely insane, it is irresponsible. 

Parents have to know where their children are and what 

they are doing,” the mayor said. 

“Their little butts should have either been in bed, 

getting ready for bed, or doing some homework,” Nutter 

added. “Not out in a car, not in some other neighborhood, 

and not up to this kind of nonsense. I’m not your mom and 

I’m not your dad. We cannot completely legislate, or by 

policy, make people responsible for their children.” 

 Meanwhile, Eyewitness News has learned the suspect 

in the shooting, Axel Barreto, has a lengthy criminal 

record, including at least seven arrests since 2000, mostly 

for drugs. But on Saint Patrick’s Day 2004, court records 

show Barreto was arrested for illegally possessing a gun, 

but those weapons charges didn’t stick. 

Authorities say police chased Barreto down after he was 

seen acting suspicious on what they considered a known 

drug corner. They found him in possession of marijuana 

but also with a gun, which was illegal because he was 

already a convicted felon according to Tasha Jamerson, a 

spokeswoman for District Attorney Seth Williams. 

Barreto was charged with five gun-related crimes, 

including trying to scrape off the serial number on the gun, 

but the charges were dropped six months later. His defense 

attorney at the time, Anthony Stefanski, says the judge 

ruled that police illegally searched Barreto that day without 

cause, so prosecutors were left with no evidence and little 

choice but to drop the charges. 

Nutter says this is another example of how difficult it 

can be for the city to go after illegal guns with the laws that 

are on the books. 

“I don’t know what happened in his last case, but 

anyone running around with an illegal weapon or certainly 

one where the serial number has been obliterated is not a 

person that should be around. They should be away for a 

long, long period of time,” he said. “This is insane, and we 

must crack down on these individuals.” 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/homepage/20120115_Dealers_say_gun_sales_are_strong__background_checks_hit_a_record.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/homepage/20120115_Dealers_say_gun_sales_are_strong__background_checks_hit_a_record.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/homepage/20120115_Dealers_say_gun_sales_are_strong__background_checks_hit_a_record.html
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And Nutter pleaded with teens who know the victims to 

avoid any retaliatory acts. “It is not going to work out well 

for any of you,” the mayor said. 

“The least you can do is know where the hell your kids 

are, in the daytime, in the nighttime, or at any time during 

the week or on the weekends. That’s the minimum we 

should ask and expect from our parents. You want to have 

kids? Take care of them.” 

http://philadelphia.cbslocal.com/2012/01/12/nutter-

fumes-after-3-philadelphia-teens-killed-in-apparent-

reprisal-shooting/ 

 

12-01-12 States still 'gun' for unsuspecting firearm 

owners 

Jeff Knox explains how easy it is to face jail over 

'stupid' laws 

The closing days of 2011 brought a rash of collisions 

between otherwise upstanding citizens and New York’s 

infamous gun laws. 

On Dec. 16 Mark Meckler, a prominent California Tea 

Party leader, was arrested at LaGuardia Airport as he 

attempted to check luggage containing his unloaded, cased, 

handgun in accordance with TSA, FAA and Delta Airline 

rules. 

Then on Dec. 22, fourth-year medical student Meredith 

Graves was arrested at the 9/11 memorial when she asked a 

security guard where she could check her pistol in an 

attempt to comply with a “No Guns” sign. That case 

echoed a September case in which Indiana jeweler, Ryan 

Jerome, also tried to comply with a “No Guns” sign at the 

Empire State Building by asking a guard to secure his 

weapon. 

These are just the latest examples in a long stream of 

incidents that serve to demonstrate how gun laws snare the 

law-abiding. 

On Jan. 5, Maryland businessman Stephen Grant 

walked out of a Manhattan courthouse after plea bargaining 

a gun charge down to a misdemeanor. Mr. Grant had 

driven to New York City for the weekend and then 

remembered his licensed handgun in the glovebox. Rather 

than leave the gun in the car, he locked it in the room safe 

at the hotel – and then forgot to take it with him when he 

left. Silly, stupid mistakes, but not worth the 3.5 to 15 

years prosecutors originally threatened. 

Almost a year before, Jonathan Ryan, a Florida 

landscaper, faced similar charges when police found a gun 

in his glove box during a routine traffic stop. Ryan made 

the far riskier decision to go to trial and won when a jury 

refused to convict him. 

Each case is unique, but virtually every case of 

otherwise law-abiding citizens running afoul of draconian 

gun laws – in New York or elsewhere – falls into one of 

the following broad categories: ignorance, forgetfulness, 

legally passing through or odds-playing (following the old 

adage that it’s better to be tried by 12 than carried by 6). 

Ignorance 

Both Meredith Graves and Ryan Jerome thought they 

were complying with the law when they attempted to 

surrender their weapons for safekeeping. They saw the 

signs and tried to obey. 

Unfortunately they didn’t see any “No Guns” signs 

when they crossed into New York. Both should have 

educated themselves about the gun laws where they were 

traveling, but they didn’t and that ignorance could cost 

them dearly. 

Had they ignored the signs (as real criminals do), they 

both would likely have completed their visits and returned 

home without incident. Instead, they tried to be law-

abiding and now face mandatory minimum 3.5-year 

sentences on felony charges. I’m certainly not advocating 

ignoring a “No Guns” sign, especially if that sign has the 

force of law behind it, but the fact is, without metal 

detectors, perimeter security and so forth, a sign is just a 

sign. 

Ignorance is a dangerous thing, and it is incumbent 

upon all gun owners to understand the laws that apply 

wherever they might choose to be armed. There are several 

web sites, such as USACarry.com, which feature 

interactive gun law maps. For more detailed information, I 

recommend GunLaws.com, where my friend Alan Korwin 

offers the most comprehensive collection of books about 

owning, carrying and using guns at home or away, 

anywhere in the country. 

Forgetfulness 

For many of us, a gun is like a spare tire or a flashlight 

in the car, or a knife or wallet on our person. It goes with 

us or our vehicle as a matter of routine. We believe it’s 

better to have it and not need it than to need it and not have 

it. 

That well-worn .38 tucked into the map pocket or the 

special purse compartment is fine in Vermont or Arizona, 

but when you cross a state line, it can be a problem if it 

comes to the attention of the local police. 

Maryland businessman Stephen Grant and landscaper 

Jonathan Ryan fall into this category. Mr. Grant took the 

more prudent way out by pleading guilty to a misdemeanor 

charge and paying a fine. It cost him a significant amount 

of money and grief – and it still might cost him his right to 

carry in his home state of Maryland – but it didn’t cost him 

years in prison and permanent loss of his gun rights as it 

could have. 

Mr. Ryan gambled and stared down the potential felony 

conviction with its mandatory minimum sentence of 3.5 

years. The jury that decided his fate apparently knew its 

rights and responsibilities and voted to acquit. The Fully 

Informed Jury Association has publicized the Ryan case, 

because it is a textbook example of what juries should do 

with bad laws. 

Odds-playing 

http://philadelphia.cbslocal.com/2012/01/12/nutter-fumes-after-3-philadelphia-teens-killed-in-apparent-reprisal-shooting/
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http://philadelphia.cbslocal.com/2012/01/12/nutter-fumes-after-3-philadelphia-teens-killed-in-apparent-reprisal-shooting/


I would never advise anyone to break the law, nor will I 

speculate on the mindset of any of the recent victims of the 

New York law. Nonetheless, when my father was directly 

threatened by a member of the Manson family, Lynette 

“Squeaky” Fromme, in the 1970s, he weighed those odds 

and started carrying illegally. Arizona had no permit 

providing for civilian concealed carry, but Dad figured that 

he faced a more significant threat from a proven killer and 

her cohorts than from a misdemeanor charge in a 

comparatively gun-friendly state. The full story appears in 

“Neal Knox – The Gun Rights War,” which is available 

from the WND Superstore. 

When the charge of carrying illegally carries felony 

penalties, it raises the stakes considerably. We rarely hear 

about the odds-players unless an incident arises, as when 

subway “vigilante” Bernard Goetz shot a group of 

“teenagers” who demanded money from him. Of Goetz’s 

four “victims” (that’s what the New York media 

incorrectly called them), only one did not go on to be 

convicted of violent crimes including rape and armed 

robbery. That one “found Jesus,” admitted that the group 

intended to rob and beat Goetz and led a much different 

life after one of Goetz’s bullets severed his spinal cord and 

put him in a wheelchair. 

Passing through 

California Tea Party activist Mark Meckler may fall 

into this category, but only if he meets specific conditions, 

otherwise he may face some serious trouble in a 

superheated political environment. Under the McClure-

Volkmer Firearms Owners Protection Act, or FOPA, a gun 

owner can legally travel through a jurisdiction where the 

gun might be illegal, if the gun is lawfully possessed in the 

origin and in the destination. This provision applies to 

travelers on the highway, and also to air travelers flying 

into or out of airports in restrictive jurisdictions. 

Back when my father was the NRA’s chief lobbyist, he 

insisted on this provision because law enforcement 

agencies in restrictive jurisdictions like New Jersey and 

East St. Louis, Ill., were routinely stopping and searching 

cars from “gun-friendly” states on interstate highways. 

They used things like NRA or pro-gun bumper stickers as 

probable cause for stops and searches, and they would then 

prosecute if they found a gun, even if it was locked in a 

case locked in the trunk and there was no ammo for it in 

the vehicle. 

For Meckler, his local case was resolved with a plea to 

disorderly conduct and the loss of his weapon. But the full 

impact of a similar situation ultimately could be 

determined by where one is coming from and where one 

stops on the way. An overnight stop, or even a brief detour 

on the way to the airport, can be construed to negate the 

FOPA protections. 

A decision to carry a gun for defense brings with it a 

raft of responsibilities. The defensive mindset that should 

accompany carrying – situational awareness and avoidance 

strategies, competence with the firearm and the moral 

implications of using deadly force – needs to extend to the 

legal and political environment as well. It must be 

understood that even a clearly justified defensive use of a 

firearm – which saves your life – can easily cost your home 

and life savings. Deadly force is serious business. No one 

should take the decision lightly, and threat recognition 

needs to include recognizing the threat posed by state 

power – particularly in states like New York. 

http://www.wnd.com/2012/01/states-still-gun-for-

unsuspecting-firearm-owners/ 

 

12-01-11 Ex-marine Steven Greenoe jailed for gun 

smuggling into UK 

A former US marine who once worked as a bodyguard 

for celebrities has been jailed for smuggling guns into 

north west England on commercial flights. 

Steven Greenoe, 37, of Raleigh, North Carolina, bought 

the guns in the US, broke them up and hid them in his 

bags. 

At a federal court in Greenville, North Carolina on 

Tuesday, he was sentenced to 10 years in prison. 

In November, Steven Cardwell, 31, from Liverpool, 

was jailed for selling the guns on to UK criminals. 

US Attorney Thomas G. Walker said: "This was an 

international investigation into illegal firearms trafficking 

and firearms smuggling. 

"Illegal firearms smuggling poses a danger to the 

public, and our office will prosecute such cases 

vigorously." 

'Walter Mitty'  

Brock Nicholson, special agent in charge of US 

Immigration and Customs Enforcement's (ICE) Homeland 

Security Investigations (HSI) in Georgia and the Carolinas, 

said: "By seeking to circumvent both US and UK laws to 

illegally export firearms, Mr Greenoe has potentially put 

the safety of countless law-abiding British citizens at risk. 

"Thanks to investigative assistance from the Bureau of 

Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF), in 

addition to the aggressive prosecution by the U.S. 

Attorney's Office for the Eastern District of North 

Carolina, Mr Greenoe will now be held accountable for his 

crimes." 

Greenoe, described by police as a "Walter Mitty" 

character, was arrested at Raleigh Durham International 

Airport when an arsenal of 16 weapons was found in his 

suitcase. 

Liverpool Crown Court heard that weapons linked to 

the conspiracy were used in at least one fatal shooting in 

the UK. 

Photos with stars  

The court in America was told that Greenoe smuggled 

63 pistols on nine trips to the UK between February and 

July 2010. 

http://www.wnd.com/2012/01/states-still-gun-for-unsuspecting-firearm-owners/
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He bought the guns in North Carolina and then travelled 

to Manchester Airport directly or transferred through New 

York, Atlanta or Los Angeles. 

The broken-down gun components were hidden inside 

his hold luggage. 

Greenoe is a US citizen but he had indefinite leave to 

remain in the UK because his then wife is British. They are 

now divorced. 

His ex-wife told the court he had worked as a 

bodyguard to A-list celebrities.  

She had seen photographs of him in the company of 

stars including George Clooney, Matt Damon and 

Madonna, which had been posted on his Facebook page, 

she added. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-16501682 

 

12-01-10 Steven Cardwell found guilty of gun 

running into UK 

A man from Merseyside has been found guilty of 

selling guns which had been smuggled into the UK on 

commercial flights from the United States. 

Steven Cardwell, from Aintree, sold the weapons to UK 

gangs. They were used in "serious criminal offences", 

Liverpool Crown Court heard. 

He acquired them from a former US marine who broke 

them up and hid the parts in his luggage, the court heard. 

The 31-year-old had denied conspiring to import, sell 

and possess firearms. 

Cardwell, of Old Church Close, was remanded in 

custody. He will be sentenced on Friday. 

The jury was discharged after being unable to reach a 

majority verdict on the same charges against a second man, 

Neil Copplestone, 32, of Ruff Lane in Ormskirk, west 

Lancashire.  

Neil Flewitt QC said the prosecution would seek a 

retrail. 

Mr Copplestone, who denies the charges, was bailed 

until a later date when a timetable for new proceedings will 

be set. 

'Bodyguard to Madonna'  

The guns were smuggled into the UK, at Manchester 

Airport, by American Steven Greenoe, who lived in 

Shropshire. 

He was arrested at Raleigh Durham International 

Airport, in North Carolina, in July last year when an 

arsenal of 16 guns was found in his suitcase. 

British prosecutors said that over the previous six 

months Greenoe had purchased a total of 81 firearms in 

gun shops in the US. 

They believe he smuggled at least 63 of them into the 

UK. Only eight have been recovered. 

Greenoe, who claimed to be a former captain in the US 

Marines and former bodyguard to Madonna, pleaded guilty 

to two counts of transporting guns outside the US without a 

federal export licence.  

He is due to be sentenced in the US next month. 

Louise Ellman MP, who chairs the Commons Transport 

Select Committee, said the case was "deeply disturbing".  

She called on the government to press the US 

authorities for answers. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-merseyside-

15623905 

 

12-01-10 More heads roll in cop-theft probe 

HEADS ARE continuing to roll - of higher-ups, this 

time - over a stalled Internal Affairs investigation into a 

former Philadelphia police officer who allegedly stole 

automatic-weapon parts from the department. 

Police Commissioner Charles Ramsey on Friday 

transferred Inspector Jeanette Dooley out of Internal 

Affairs, and acknowledged yesterday that disciplinary 

actions will soon be taken against Internal Affairs Lt. 

Leonard Logan and his former supervisor, Capt. David 

Harte. 

Logan was assigned to an Internal Affairs investigation 

into Officer Anthony Magsam, who allegedly stole 

automatic-weapon parts in 2009 from the Firearms 

Identification Unit, where he worked.  

Numerous police sources have told the Daily News that 

Magsam - whose mother, Police Sgt. Barbara Feeney, is 

married to retired Chief Inspector Michael Feeney - 

confessed to the theft, and was transferred from the FIU 

without being disciplined. 

The People's Paper first reported in August that the 

Internal Affairs investigation of the incident had apparently 

stalled, more than a year after anonymous tipsters spoke up 

about the incident. 

Magsam resigned last month, a few days before Ramsey 

planned to fire him from the force. 

An FBI investigation was launched - at Ramsey's 

request - to determine if Magsam had violated any federal 

gun laws. The investigation is ongoing.  

Ramsey last month also suspended the FIU's former 

commander, Lt. Vincent Testa, for 30 days, and 

permanently transferred him from the unit.  

Ramsey suspended the unit's other supervisor, Sgt. 

Andrew Little, for five days.  

Testa and Little were both cited for failure to supervise 

and for neglect of duty. Ramsey said both knew about the 

alleged theft and didn't report it.  

Ramsey said yesterday that he was unsure which 

infractions for which Logan, Harte and Dooley would be 

cited.  

A law-enforcement source familiar with the case said 

that Logan might be suspended for failing to investigate 

and that Harte and Dooley could be cited for failing to 

supervise. 

"There's a lot of people who didn't move this [case] 

along. I need to know why," Ramsey said. "This really 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-16501682
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-merseyside-15623905
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-merseyside-15623905


takes away the credibility of our ability to investigate these 

things quickly . . . there has to be some accountability." 

Sources previously told the Daily News that Logan had 

received substantial information from members of the FIU 

about Magsam's alleged theft but that the case stalled when 

Logan encountered resistance in Internal Affairs. 

Ramsey, however, said he's seen no evidence to suggest 

that that is true. 

"There's no real reason for it to have lingered for so 

long down there," he said.  

John McNesby, president of the Fraternal Order of 

Police Lodge 5, said that the union, during arbitration 

hearings down the road, would likely appeal the 

suspensions and other disciplinary actions.  

"The one guy that caused all of this is out [of the 

department]," McNesby said. "Whatever he has coming to 

him, he has coming to him. It just seems like there's a lot of 

people taking a hit over this unnecessarily."  

http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/2012011

0_More_heads_roll_in_cop-theft_probe.html 

 

12-01-09 Why Surrender Is Never an Option  by 

Larry Mudgett  

The first phase of surrender is failing to be armed, 

trained and committed to fight. We are prepared to 

surrender when we are unprepared to resist. The second 

phase of surrender is failing to be alert. You must see 

trouble coming in order to have time to respond. The 

warning may be less than one second but it will be there 

and it must be recognized and acted upon immediately. 

The Third phase of surrender is giving up your 

weapons. 

The last phase of surrender is up to the monsters who 

have taken control of your life and perhaps the lives of 

your loved ones. The last phase of surrender is out of your 

hands. 

Surrender during war 

During the American Revolution 12,000 Colonists 

captured by the British died in captivity on prison ships, 

while only 8,000 died in battle. Had the 12,000 who 

surrendered continued to fight, many would have survived 

and they could have done great damage to the British and 

likely shortened the war. 

Civil War prisoners were treated so badly that some 

50,000 died in captivity. More Americans have been killed 

by Americans than by any foreign army in any war. Six 

hundred and eighteen thousand Americans died in the Civil 

War. 

As many as 18,000 captured American and Pilipino 

prisoners died or were murdered at the hands of the 

Japanese during the six days of the “Bataan Death March.” 

Had most of these soldiers slipped into the jungle and 

fought as guerrillas they could have tied up elements of the 

Japanese Army for months or years and perhaps more of 

them would have survived the war. 

Of the Americans who actually reached Japanese prison 

camps during the war, nearly 50,000 died in captivity. That 

is more than 10 percent of all the American military deaths 

in the entire war in both the Pacific and European theaters 

combined. 

In addition to the 50,000 captured Americans who died 

in Japanese prison camps an additional 20,000 were 

murdered before reaching a prison camp. If those 70,000 

Americans had continued to fight, they could have 

provided time for the United States to build and maneuver 

its forces, perhaps shortening the war and saving even 

more lives. Some of them would have likely survived the 

war. If they had all died in battle their fate would have 

been no worse. 

During the early stages of the “Battle of the Bulge” 

American soldiers were massacred by the German troops 

who captured them. 

During the Vietnam conflict many American Prisoners 

Of War were tortured daily for years by the Communist 

North Vietnamese. Many Americans died during the 

process. Only Officers (Airmen) held in North Vietnam 

were ever repatriated. Enlisted Americans captured in 

South Viet Nam were routinely tortured, mutilated and 

murdered by the Communists. As a combat soldier and 

knowing my fate should I be captured, I was committed to 

fighting to the death. I made specific plans to force the 

enemy to kill me rather than allow myself to be captured. 

In recent years, American troops captured by Islamic 

terrorists groups have virtually all been tortured and 

murdered in gruesome fashion. If I were fighting in the 

Middle East, I would make a similar vow and plan to fight 

to the death. Under no circumstances would I allow myself 

to be captured by our Islamic enemies. 

Death by Government 

RJ Rummel, who wrote the book, “Death by 

Government” states that prior to the 20th Century; 170 

million civilians were murdered by their own governments. 

Historians tell us that during the 20th Century perhaps as 

many as 200 million civilians were murdered by their own 

governments. 

Some of the Nations where the mass murder of civilians 

occurred during the 20th Century include Russia, Ukraine, 

Germany, Poland, Czechoslovakia, The Congo, Uganda, 

Armenia, Vietnam, Cambodia, Nigeria, Laos, China, Cuba, 

Manchuria, Iraq, Iran, Biafra, Rwanda and many others. 

The slaughter of civilians by governments appears to be as 

common as not. 

Most of these slaughters were only made possible by 

disarming the victims before killing them. Had these 

people resisted, their fate would have been no worse and 

perhaps better. Resistance is much more difficult after the 

government has already taken the means of resistance away 

from the people. Planned genocide has been the primary 

reason for weapon confiscation throughout history. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/20120110_More_heads_roll_in_cop-theft_probe.html
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Jews and others who surrendered to the Nazis were 

murdered in slave labor camps by the millions. Had all the 

Jews in Europe resisted when the Nazis started rounding 

them up they could have made the Nazis pay an enormous 

price for the holocaust. The fact that Hitler confiscated 

guns in 1936 made resistance far less feasible. 

Had the Jews in Germany resisted, the outcome may 

have been the same but the world would have learned 

about the holocaust years earlier and may have intervened. 

Most people would prefer to die fighting and trying to kill 

their oppressor, than be taken off to a death camp and 

starved to death or murdered in a gas chamber. 

William Ayers, former leader of the Terrorist 

organization “The Weather Underground,” and close friend 

of Barack Obama, told his followers in the Weather 

Underground, “When we (Communist Revolutionaries) 

take over the United States, we will have to kill 25 million 

Americans.” He was referring to those who would never 

submit to a Communist takeover. Those who would refuse 

to deny and reject the Constitution would have to be 

murdered. If this sounds impossible, remember that 

Genocide by Government was the leading cause of death in 

the last Century. 

Surrendering to Criminals 

The “Onion Field Murder” in California was a wakeup 

call to Law Enforcement Officers everywhere. On March 

9, 1963, two LAPD Officers were taken prisoner by two 

criminals. The Officers submitted to capture and gave up 

their weapons. They were driven to an onion field outside 

of Bakersfield. 

One Officer was murdered while the other Officer 

managed to escape in a hail of gunfire. The surviving 

Officer suffered serious psychological problems, having 

been unable to save his partner. As a result of this incident, 

the LAPD policy became, “You will fight no matter how 

bad things are.” “You will never ever surrender your 

weapons or yourself to a criminal.” 

Consider the Ogden, Utah record store murders. Read 

the book if you do not know the story. The manner in 

which the criminals murdered their young victims cannot 

be described here. Resistance might have been futile. 

Compliance was definitely and absolutely futile. 

The courts in this country have ruled that the police 

have no legal obligation to protect anyone. Why do Law 

Enforcement Officials always tell civilians not to resist a 

criminal, while they tell their Officers to always resist and 

never surrender? Police administrators fear being sued by a 

civilian victim who gets hurt resisting. Furthermore, the 

police, like all government agencies derive their power by 

fostering dependence. 

According to Professor John Lott’s study on the 

relationship between guns and crime, a victim who resists 

with a firearm is less likely to be hurt or killed than a 

victim who cooperates with his attacker. His book is titled 

“More Guns, Less Crime.” 

The Doctor and his family in Connecticut complied and 

cooperated, meeting every demand of the home invasion 

robbers to whom they had surrendered. The Doctors wife 

and daughters were tortured, raped, doused with gasoline 

and burned alive. How did surrender and cooperation work 

out for them? 

In another home invasion robbery, a kindly couple with 

9 “adopted, special needs children,” surrendered to the 

robbers. The victims opened their safe and did not resist in 

any way. When the robbers where finished ransacking the 

home and terrifying the children, they shot both parents in 

the head several times before leaving. How did surrender 

and complete cooperation work out for them? 

Handing over your life by surrendering to someone who 

is in the process of committing a violent crime against you 

is a form of suicide. Some survive but many do not. The 

monster gets to decide for you. 

We have heard brutalized victims say, “The robber said 

that he would not hurt us if we cooperated.” Why would 

you believe anything that someone who is committing a 

crime against you says? He will be lying if he speaks. As 

we say in law enforcement, “If a criminal’s lips are moving 

while he is speaking, he is lying.” Criminals by definition 

are dishonest and should never be trusted or believed. 

You have no doubt heard friends say, I would not resist 

a criminal, after all why would he kill me? This is stupid 

and naive. In law enforcement, we call these people 

“Victims by Choice” (VBC). There could be a long list of 

reasons why a criminal would kill you despite your 

cooperation. 

You may be of a different race, thus a different tribe. 

Only members of his tribe are actually human in his mind. 

He may feel hatred toward you because you have more 

than he does. Gratification from being in a position of total 

power is reason enough for some. 

Criminals are sometimes members of a Satanic Cult 

who worship death such as the “Night Stalker” in 

California. Eliminating a potential witness is often cited as 

a reason to kill a victim. Sometimes criminals simply enjoy 

causing suffering and death. There are people who are in 

fact, pure evil. I have heard criminals say, “I killed her just 

to watch her die.” 

A victim who begs for mercy can give his attacker a 

tremendous feeling of power which many criminals seem 

to enjoy. You cannot expect mercy from someone who 

does not know what mercy is. 

Resist! 

We each have a duty to ourselves, our loved ones, our 

neighbors, our community, our city, our state and our 

country to resist criminals. Reasoning with a thug who 

believes that his failures are because of people just like you 

is not likely to be helpful. Pleading with a terrorist who has 

been taught from birth that his salvation depends on 

murdering people like you is a doomed plan. Resist! 



Resist! His gun may not be real. After you are tied up it 

will not matter. His gun may not be loaded. After you are 

tied up it will not matter. He may not know how to operate 

his gun. After you are tied up it will not matter. Resist! 

Statistically if you run and your assailant shoots at you 

he will miss. Statistically if you run and he shoots and hits 

you, you will not die. Bad guys shooting at the police miss 

90 percent of the time. The odds are on your side. Better to 

die fighting in place than to be tied up, doused with 

gasoline and burned alive. There are things worse than 

death. Surrender to a criminal or a terrorist and you will 

learn what they are. Resist! 

If you resist with a commitment to win you may well 

prevail, especially if you are armed and trained. If you lose 

it is still better to die fighting in place than to be taken 

prisoner and have your head cut off with a dull knife while 

your screams gurgle through your own blood as we have 

witnessed on numerous videos from the “Islamic 

practitioners of peace,” as well as the Mexican drug cartels. 

Some who have refused to surrender. 

History is filled with brave people who refused to 

surrender. Some of these men and woman have won their 

battles despite what seemed to be insurmountable odds. 

Others have gone down fighting and avoided being tortured 

to death. Some fought to the death to help or save others. 

Many have fought to the death for an idea or a belief. 

When General Santa Ana (also the President of Mexico 

at the time) ordered 180 “Texicans” to surrender the 

Alamo, Col. Travis answered with “a cannon shot and a 

rebel yell.” Eventually General Santa Ana was able to build 

his troop strength to ten thousand. The Mexicans then 

swarmed the defenders and killed them all. 

The battle of the Alamo delayed the Mexican Army 

long enough for Sam Huston to build his Texican Army, 

which met and defeated the Mexican Army and captured 

General Santa Ana. General Santa Ana traded Texas for his 

life and the sacrifices of the Alamo defenders changed 

history. 

Frank Luke was a heroic aviator in WWI. Shot down 

and wounded he refused to surrender when confronted by a 

German patrol. He killed 4 German soldiers with his 1911 

Pistol before being killed. Luke was posthumously 

awarded the Medal of Honor. 

When his unit was pinned down by German Machine 

Guns and all of the Officers and non commissioned 

officers in his company were killed or wounded, Alvin 

York never considered surrendering. Instead, he attacked 

hundreds of German soldiers killing about 25 with his rifle 

and pistol and then captured 132 others by himself! 

Most of the Jews in the Warsaw Ghetto (Poland) 

surrendered to the German Army. They were taken off to 

death camps and murdered. Between 400 and 1,000 Jews 

refused to surrender and armed with only a few pistols, 

revolvers and rifles, they held off the German Army for 

three months before dying in battle. 

During the “Battle of the Bulge,” the 101st Airborne 

was surrounded by the German Army and ordered to 

surrender. Faced with overwhelming odds, the 

Commanding Officer of the 101st sent this reply to the 

Germans. “Nuts.” The Americans refused to surrender and 

they stopped the German advance. Most of the Americans 

troops survived. 

On Sept 2, 2010, 40 armed criminals took over and 

robbed a train in India. Some of the robbers had guns, 

others used knives and clubs. When they began to disrobe 

an 18 year old girl for the purpose of gang raping her, one 

of the passengers decided to fight. He was a 35 year old 

retired Gurkha soldier. He drew his Khukasri Knife and 

attacked the 40 robbers. He killed three of the robbers and 

wounded 8 more despite his being wounded in this 20 

minute fight. The remaining criminals fled for their lives 

leaving their stolen loot and eleven comrades dead or 

wounded on the floor of the train. The eight wounded 

robbers were arrested. 

How does one man defeat 40? How does he summon 

the courage to fight such odds? He utilized all of the 

Principles of Personal Defense: Alertness, Decisiveness, 

Aggressiveness, Speed, Coolness, Ruthlessness, and 

Surprise. He was skilled in the use of his weapon. Most 

importantly, He refused to be a victim and allow evil to 

triumph! 

If this one inspirational soldier can defeat 40 opponents 

using his knife, it would seem that we should all be able to 

defeat a group of armed criminals by using our firearms if 

we are professionally trained as was this heroic Gurkha 

soldier. 

Final thoughts 

How will you respond if you are confronted by evil as 

some of us have been in the past and some of us will be in 

the future? If you have not decided ahead of time what you 

will do, you will likely do nothing. Those who fight back 

often win and survive. Those who surrender never win and 

often die a horrible death. Have you made your decision? 

Remember, no decision is a decision to do nothing. 

http://www.downrange.tv/blog/why-surrender-is-never-

an-option/12837/ 

 

12-01-09 THE DISARMAMENT OF AMERICA 

Shortly after U.S. combat soldiers left Iraq, on 

December 22 the Associated Press reported 14 terrorist 

attacks in Baghdad killing 69 people, and an Al-Qaeda 

front group in Iraq claimed responsibility. Then on January 

5, 2012, bombings targeting Shiite killed at least another 

78 people, so there are growing concerns that Iraqi security 

forces are not up to the job. The result is that the nation 

could fall apart in another civil war between Sunnis and 

Shiites. 

On December 25 in Nigeria for the second Christmas in 

a row, Boko Haram (some of whose members have links to 

Al-Qaeda) launched terrorist attacks. This time, two 

http://www.downrange.tv/blog/why-surrender-is-never-an-option/12837/
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churches and the UN headquarters there were attacked, 

killing 39 people. Boko Haram wants to impose Shariah 

law (Islamic religious law) across Nigeria, including in the 

Christian south. The death of Osama bin Laden in 

northwest Pakistan by the U.S. military some months ago 

clearly has not eradicated the terrorist threat posed by Al-

Qaeda. 

On the same day as the 14 attacks in Baghdad occurred, 

the U.S. military admitted partial blame for the NATO 

airstrike that killed 24 Pakistani soldiers about a month 

earlier. The headline in The Guardian (November 27) read: 

“NATO braces for reprisals after deadly airstrike on 

Pakistan border post: Concerns the ISI intelligence agency 

could use its suspected influence over insurgent groups to 

launch reprisal attacks.” The following day, The 

International News (Pakistan) reported that Pakistani Prime 

Minister Syed Yousuf Gilani “warned the United States 

that there would be ‘no more business as usual’ with 

Washington after [this] NATO attack…. Meanwhile, a top 

advisor to Afghan President Harmid Karzai warned that 

Afghanistan and Pakistan could be on a path to conflict.”  

On top of this, on January 5, Karzai suddenly ordered 

the U.S. military to turn over full control of the Bagram 

Prison to Afghanistan within a month, and “an Afghan 

investigative commission accused the American military of 

abuse” at the prison, with the head of the commission 

saying “many of those militant suspects were taken based 

on intelligence that can’t be used in Afghan courts.” This is 

according to a January 8 Associated Press report, which 

also said Karzai declared that anyone in the prison held 

without evidence should freed. This would all be a serious 

blow to U.S. military efforts in the region.  

The day before The Guardian article appeared, 

Newsmax reported that among the concerns of Frank 

Gaffney (President of the Center for Security Policy) are 

“the establishment of Sharia law in Tunisia, Libya, Egypt, 

and Syria; the rise of Hezbollah in Lebanon, and the 

strengthening of Hamas in Gaza.” Gaffney also said: “The 

world will become substantially more dangerous” if the 

evisceration of the U.S. military, the undermining of 

American allies… and the emboldening of its enemies 

continues under the Obama administration (Newsmax, 

November 26).  

The recent debt ceiling deal will cut about $1 trillion 

from the defense budget, and according to retired Navy 

Rear Admiral Greg Slavonic in The Oklahoman 

(December 14), “Defense Secretary Leon Panetta predicts 

the Army would shrink to its lowest level since before 

World War II, the Navy to pre-World War I levels, and the 

Air Force to its smallest size ever.” On January 5, 2012, the 

Pentagon announced that by 2015 the Army will be 

reduced from about 550,000 to 523,000 soldiers and the 

Marines from about 200,000 to 180,000. Gen. Martin 

Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 

acknowledged there “will be some risks” with this new 

strategy. A September 23, 2011 U.S. Congressional Armed 

Services Committee Republican Budget Impact Analysis 

stated, “We believe potential cuts to the military pose a 

serious threat that would break the back of our armed 

forces….” What should be understood is that this 

“evisceration” is part of a plan developed long ago.  

Writing early in this nation’s history, Alexis 

DeToqueville in Democracy in America (1840) warned of 

how despotism may appear in the world, and said: “...every 

man, when he is oppressed and disarmed, may still imagine 

that, while he yields in obedience, it is to himself he yields 

it…. It is in vain to summon a people who have been 

rendered so dependent on the central power to choose from 

time to time the representatives of that power; this rare and 

brief exercise of their free choice, however important it 

may be, will not prevent them from gradually losing their 

faculties of thinking, feeling, and acting for themselves, 

and thus gradually falling below the level of humanity.” 

With more and more American military bases closing, 

analysts are pointing to that as one of the objectives of 

Blueprint for the Peace Race (May 1962) by the U.S. Arms 

Control and Disarmament Agency. At the beginning of this 

document is a quote by President John F. Kennedy 

(September 25, 1961), stating his goal “…to advance 

together step by step, stage by stage, until general and 

complete disarmament has been achieved.” The document 

was the successor to the State Department’s Freedom From 

War (Sept. 1961), and according to William Nary 

(historian of the Arms Control and Disarmament Agency) 

in January 1991, the Blueprint disarmament proposal had 

not been withdrawn. Perhaps relevant to this is the fact that 

in Renewing the United Nations: Programme for Reform 

(July 1997), published by the UN, one finds that “The 

United Nations Centre for Disarmament Affairs is being 

reconstituted as the Department for Disarmament and 

Arms Regulation. A high priority for this Department will 

be to develop strategies and policies to prevent the 

proliferation of all types of weapons and to control the flow 

of conventional weapons to areas of conflict.” [emphasis 

added]  

Perhaps a height of irony was reached on July 3, 1997 

when The Washington Post printed the following notice: 

“Independence Day parade starts at Seventh Street and 

Constitution Ave, NW,…; American Roots concert at 4 

p.m…. with the Staple Singers, Paquito d’Rivera and the 

United Nations Orchestra… on the grounds of the 

Washington Monument.” [emphasis added] 

Some say the plan to disarm America had its origin in 

World Peace Through World Law by Grenville Clark and 

Louis Sohn in 1958. The plan, however, began much 

earlier. In 1939, Clark wrote an initial draft for a global 

government titled A Federation of Free Peoples. The next 

year, through his close friend Supreme Court Justice Felix 

Frankfurter, he was responsible for the appointment of 

another friend, Henry Stimson, as Secretary of War. 



Frankfurter was a leftist who said, “The real rulers in 

Washington are invisible, and exercise power from behind 

the scenes.” And Stimson was a member of the Skull & 

Bones society and initiated George H.W. Bush into the 

same fraternity in the late 1940s (Bush, as U.S. president, 

would promote the New World Order). During World War 

II, Clark became a confidential consultant to Stimson and 

advised the selection of Robert Lovett (Skull & Bones 

member and CFR leader) and John J. McCloy (CFR 

chairman 1953-70) for War Department posts. It would be 

McCloy on June 23, 1961 who, as Special Advisor on 

Disarmament to President Kennedy, would send to the 

White House a draft of a bill to create the U.S. Arms 

Control and Disarmament Agency. 

After World War II, various world federalist 

organizations met in February 1947 and founded the 

United World Federatalists (UWF, later called World 

Federalist Association, WFA). Clark would become the 

organization’s Vice-President, and in his Plan for Peace 

(1950), he wrote in its Foreword: “The thesis of this 

volume is that disarmament is the crux of the problem of 

world order, and that only disarmament in all arms and by 

all nations will suffice… creation of a limited world 

government… including a plan for disarmament by stages 

and for a United Nations Peace Force.” A 3-stage plan with 

an increasingly strong UN Peace Force would be exactly 

what Freedom From War and Blueprint for the Peace Race 

would call for over a decade later. 

Another early Vice-President of the United World 

Federalists was Rhodes scholar Robert Lee Humber who, 

like Clark, in the late 1930s was devising a proposal for 

world federal government. His “Declaration of the 

Federation of the World” (first passed by the North 

Carolina State Legislature on March 13, 1941, and then by 

19 more state legislatures) stated: “…the nations of the 

earth will be united in a commonwealth of free peoples, 

and individuals, wherever found, will be the sovereign 

units of the new world order…. Nationalism [has] reached 

its apogee in this generation and yielded its hegemony in 

the body politic to internationalism…. It is better for the 

world to be ruled by an international sovereignty of reason, 

social justice and peace than by diverse national 

sovereignties…. There is no alternative to the federation of 

all nations except endless war…. No nation should be 

excluded from membership in the Federation of the World 

that is willing to suppress its military, naval and air forces, 

retaining only a constabulatory sufficient to police its 

territory and to maintain order within its jurisdiction.” The 

concept expressed in this last sentence would be 

incorporated almost exactly in Freedom From War and 

Blueprint for the Peace Race two decades later. 

In the Chicago Tribune article, “OWI Propaganda 

Machine Linked to Rhodes Men” (July 31, 1951), one 

reads that after the federal government’s Office of War 

Information broke up following World War II, many of its 

former employees went into other government 

departments, but most went into the radio and publishing 

fields, where “those who absorbed the [Elmer] Davis [head 

of OWI who had been a Rhodes scholar] training have 

pushed the British concept of policing the world with 

American soldiers and economic aid and have fought for a 

world federation under which the United States would 

surrender its sovereignty.” Then, a few weeks later in 

September 1951, the World Association of 

Parliamentarians for World Government (WAPWG) was 

founded (Clark’s 1958 co-author Lewis Sohn would be a 

legal consultant to the organization).  

At WAPWG’s 1952 London meeting, it adopted a map 

showing that one of the places American soldiers would 

police under a world government would be Yugoslavia 

(Rhodes scholar, CFR member and Trilateralist, President 

Clinton, sent U.S. soldiers to Yugoslavia). The map also 

showed U.S. troops would be in Australia, and on 

November 16, 2011 BBC News reported that Australian 

Prime Minister Julia Gillard at a news conference with 

President Obama announced that Australia would host a 

full U.S. Marine task force of about 2500 personnel in the 

coming years. The WAPWG map further showed US 

armed forces would be in Kazak SSR (on September 14, 

1997 U.S. troops began a joint exercise in Kazakhstan), 

among other places.  

This same 1952 map also showed Russian soldiers in 

the world government would be policing in Oklahoma (just 

south of Kansas) southward and eastward in the U.S. And 

coincidentally, Russian soldiers were in Ft. Riley, Kansas 

in October 1995 in an exercise designed “to foster 

interoperability between the U.S. and Russian soldiers.” 

Similarly, former Soviet bloc countries’ soldiers were in 

exercises at Ft. Polk, Louisiana in August 1997. And 

Russian police have been in Southern towns like 

Beaumont, Mississippi (see The Beaumont, November 9, 

1994), with one Russian officer even assisting in the arrest 

of 3 people in western North Carolina (see The Lincoln 

Gazette, March 12, 1995). 

WAPWG’s world government was to be called the 

World Organization (WO) and it would “take over the 

existing facilities of the United Nations Organization.” 

According to its Charter, the WO would be “coordinating, 

and if necessary directing, the production and distribution 

of basic food stuffs, raw and strategic materials.” It would 

have a World Security Force but “personnel will abide for 

purposes of Military Law and discipline under their own 

national, union, or commonwealth codes until such time as 

it appears suitable for a standardization to take place…. All 

trade agreements between Governments and their plans for 

future development of basic needs will be coordinated by 

World Organization. 

All of the information in Part 1 regarding the World 

Association of Parliamentarians for World Government 

(WAPWG), plus much more regarding WAPWG’s 1952 



map showing what nation’s forces would be policing 

where, was included in a pamphlet distributed at the United 

World Federalists’ Annual Assembly, June 6-7, 1959. 

UWF members Mr. and Mrs. Alan Cranston were sponsors 

of the Annual Assembly, and Alan Cranston would later 

become a UWF President, a U.S. Senator, and Chairman of 

the Board of Directors of the Gorbachev Foundation/USA. 

In 1949, Cranston had wanted Congress to call for a 

national convention to amend the U.S. Constitution to 

“expedite and insure the participation of the United States 

in a federal world government.” 

In 1953, S.Con.Res.32 “Favoring universal 

disarmament” was introduced with such sponsors as 

Senators Bricker, Kennedy, Mansfield, Morse and 

Fulbright. And in that same year, Grenville Clark and 

Louis Sohn wrote Detailed Proposals for Revision of the 

United Nations Charter. In 1954, the WAPWG and the 

World Movement for World Federal Government 

(WMWFG) issued Proposals for United Nations Charter 

Revision, which included making the UN into a world 

federal government from which no member could secede, 

totally disarming nations in stages, forming an 

International Police Force and an International Court of 

Justice (with compulsory jurisdiction), and enacting 

legislation for raising revenues from member nations 

proportionately (a UN conference later brought up the 

possibility of a global tax).  

The WAPWG Executive indicated that “it has already 

obtained from the British, Swiss, Italian and Pakistan 

Governments a statement of complete support for the 

Association’s policy.” As an example of that type of 

support, on March 2, 1955, British Defense Minister 

Harold MacMillan stated in the House of Commons: 

“Genuine disarmament… must include all weapons, new 

and old, conventional and unconventional. The control 

must provide effective international, or if we like supra-

national, authority invested with real power. Honorable 

Members may say that this is elevating the United Nations, 

or whatever may be the authority, into something like 

world government, be it so, it is none the worse for that. In 

the long run this is the only way out for mankind.” 

Also, in 1955, WAPWG’s Secretary-General, Gilbert 

McAllister, edited a volume, The Bomb: Challenge and 

Answer, containing articles by Fabian Socialist Bertrand 

Russell, member of the British Parliament Henry Usborne, 

and by Lord Beveridge. The latter indicated that the supra-

national authority’s police should have the right “of 

inspection to ensure that no nation is secretly preparing the 

means of war.” This is the same type of inspection the UN 

would later conduct in Saddam Hussein’s Iraq in the late 

20th and early 21st centuries.  

Bertrand Russell believed that before such a world 

government could be established, there would need to be 

years of political preparation so that the people would 

accept it. To help this process, he advocated the increase of 

“mutual trade and mutual visits (exchanges), especially of 

a cultural and educational sort” (Soviet-American, 

Chinese-American and other international exchanges and 

trade relationships have greatly increased). Russell also 

advised that “schools should fly a flag of a … universalised 

United Nations” (which U.S. schools have done). And he 

proposed that the World Government Authority’s military 

forces be superior to those of any nation, which would 

retain only those forces necessary for internal order 

(exactly what would be proposed in Freedom from War 

and Blueprint for the Peace Race). 

Similarly, Henry Usborne stated that “through the 

monopoly of force which it (World Federal Government) 

holds, no citizen within the Union can hope successfully to 

challenge the federal laws and authority.” Usborne even 

proposed that a “blue-print” for the World Federal 

Government be produced (like the U.S. Arms Control and 

Disarmament Agency’s Blueprint). He advocated that “the 

command of the national armed forces will be solemnly 

transferred to the (World Government) Federation and the 

new oaths of loyalty sworn” (the UN would indeed write in 

its “loyalty oaths,” and some U.S. forces have been 

required to serve under UN command, have been called 

“UN personnel,” and have been required to wear UN 

insignia over their own American uniforms). Usborne 

bluntly stated that “the problem of ‘aggression’ can be 

dissolved if national sovereignty be surrendered.” He 

disagreed, though, with those who advocated that the best 

strategy to obtain world government was for “reductions in 

sovereignty” to occur “inch by inch.” 

http://www.newswithviews.com/Cuddy/dennis224.htm 

 

12-01-09 Vigil held for victims of gun violence 

WEST CHESTER — Victims of American gun 

violence were remembered Sunday night on the steps of 

the Historic Chester County Courthouse during the first 

anniversary of the mass shootings and killings in Tucson, 

Ariz. 

"Our nation is the most violent industrial nation by far," 

said Tom Bugglia of West Chester, the organizer of the 

candlelight vigil attended by more than 60. 

The gathering was part of a nationwide series of events 

to remember the Tucson shootings that left 13 wounded 

and six dead, including 9-year-old Christina-Taylor Green, 

who was born in Chester County. 

Bugglia said he became involved in the movement to 

control guns because of the November 2010 killing of 

Mary Elizabeth Reck, a childhood friend of his son. Reck, 

the mother of a 3-year-old, was shot and killed in 

Downingtown by an abusive boyfriend who then turned the 

gun on himself. 

"She was a genuinely sweet person," Bugglia told the 

gathering Sunday night. 

http://www.newswithviews.com/Cuddy/dennis224.htm


Orla Treacy, operations director of CeaseFirePa, a gun 

control organization, read a statement from Dana Ressler 

of Maryland, the aunt of Christina-Taylor Green: 

"Christina was a bright, cheerful girl, who was full of 

life and had a future brighter than the brightest star." 

Christina, the granddaughter of former Philadelphia 

Phillies manager Dallas Green of West Grove, was among 

a group of people who met with U.S. Rep. Gabrielle 

Giffords outside a Tucson supermarket Jan. 8, 2011. Jared 

Loughner, who has since been determined to be deranged, 

fired a handgun with an extended ammunition clip into the 

gathering. Giffords was severely injured with a bullet to the 

head and is still recovering. 

Several people attending Sunday's ceremony in West 

Chester spoke about family members or others they knew 

who died from gun violence.  

One woman said she wanted to speak for those who 

have taken their own lives with guns. 

Bugglia said it was time for Americans to stand up for 

"common-sense" gun legislation, and he urged people to 

talk to friends and especially gun owners about the need for 

change. 

The West Chester event was among several in 

Pennsylvania and around the United States 

commemorating the Tucson incident. Attention was also 

focused on other mass shootings along with the number of 

firearm assaults in general. 

http://dailylocal.com/articles/2012/01/09/news/srv0000

016651447.txt?viewmode=fullstory 

 

12-01-08 Taking aim at a key gun decision 

Adam Winkler's Gunfight is a potboiler of 

constitutional interpretation and is both a vital history and 

an intellectually satisfying, emotionally rewarding tale of a 

great case. 

The backbone of his book is District of Columbia v. 

Heller, a landmark gun-control case decided by the U.S. 

Supreme Court in 2008. As a contest of constitutional 

principles, Heller tested the question of whether the 

famously ambiguous Second Amendment ("A well 

regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a free 

state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms, shall 

not be infringed") protected militias and reached 

individuals only derivatively or whether it guaranteed 

every American the right to own a firearm. No Supreme 

Court decision had ever reached the latter conclusion, and 

others had tipped the other way, upholding, for instance, 

the right of the government to restrict machine guns. 

But Heller is more than a case. Dick Heller was a 

Washington, D.C., security guard who lived across the 

street from a crime-ridden, abandoned housing project. He 

was allowed to carry a firearm at work, but when he 

applied for a permit to bring one home to defend himself, 

he was barred under D.C. law from getting one. 

Winkler, a law professor at the University of California 

at Los Angeles, could certainly be forgiven if he chose to 

concentrate on Heller the case and ignore Heller the 

person. Constitutional theory is intentionally impersonal, 

but Winkler recognized that cases also are human stories, 

with suffering and conflict, drama and history. 

Winkler plumbs the historical record with curiosity and 

intellectual honesty. Generations of court scholars have 

simply announced that the record is clear on whether the 

Second Amendment guarantees an individual the right to 

bear arms. For decades, the consensus was that it did not; 

more recently, the analysis began to shift in favor of an 

individual rights reading of that same frustrating language. 

Winkler discovers ancient British antecedents that do 

suggest support for an individual rights reading and notes 

that in early America, federal law not only allowed 

possession of weapons by individuals but in some cases 

required it - what Winkler slyly describes as "the founding 

fathers' version of an individual mandate." 

Yet, even as he produces evidence of early recognition 

of gun rights, Winkler uncovers substantial historical 

support for restricting those rights. "The right to bear arms 

in the colonial era was not a libertarian license to do 

whatever a person wanted with a gun," Winkler writes. 

"When public safety demanded that gun owners do 

something, the government was recognized to have the 

authority to make them do it." Thus, gun owners were 

barred from selling guns to Native Americans and blacks - 

and to those who would not swear allegiance to the Crown. 

As American society grew, gun rights and gun control 

continued to coexist and produce some of our history's 

more remarkable bedfellows. Early supporters of gun 

control included the Ku Klux Klan, which saw it as a way 

to disarm blacks, and a later backer was California Gov. 

Ronald Reagan, who admired it as a way to stymie the 

Black Panthers, whose revolutionary identity sprang from 

their enthusiastic display of firearms. Many of the towns of 

the Wild West required residents and visitors to check their 

weapons; gun-control laws in many of those places were 

more restrictive than today's statutes. Even the National 

Rifle Association supported limits on who could own guns 

and waiting periods for buying handguns. 

As Winkler explores this complicated and fascinating 

history, he dips in and out of the Heller case, reminding 

readers of details and history, sometimes repetitively. 

That annoyance is small compared with the reward. His 

book climaxes in the Heller ruling, which he examines with 

the same evenhandedness that characterizes the rest of 

Gunfight. The majority opinion in Heller was written by 

Justice Antonin Scalia and was hailed as a triumph of 

originalism, the shady legal doctrine that has many 

adherents but little to show for itself as a method of 

constitutional interpretation. In this case, Scalia bolstered 

his conclusion that the Second Amendment did protect an 

individual right by scouring history; his more important 

http://dailylocal.com/articles/2012/01/09/news/srv0000016651447.txt?viewmode=fullstory
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triumph may have been that he coaxed the dissenters to do 

the same, seeming to validate the method although the 

sides reached opposite conclusions. 

Once the dust had settled on Heller, it was 

conservatives who lit upon the vacuity of Scalia's method 

and opinion. Judge J. Harvie Wilkinson III, a leading 

conservative, accused Scalia of doing what conservatives 

often accuse liberals of: importing his own values into the 

Constitution. Most damning was the critique of Nelson 

Lund, a conservative law professor with deep knowledge 

of the Second Amendment and admiration for originalism. 

Lund spotted the sleight of hand in Scalia's work: The real 

question for originalists was not whether the Second 

Amendment protected the right to bear arms but whether 

D.C.'s ban on handguns violated that right. In answering 

that question, Scalia had written that handguns today "are 

the most popular weapon chosen by Americans for self-

defense in the home, and a complete prohibition of their 

use is invalid." 

That's not originalism. Scalia's observation about the 

prevalence of handguns today may support striking down 

the D.C. law, but it says nothing about the founders' views. 

The majority went on to allow for a number of exceptions 

to the individual right it was announcing. Governments still 

could ban guns in schools or government buildings - the 

Supreme Court does not allow guns inside - and they could 

bar mentally ill people or former felons from owning guns. 

None of those exceptions existed when the Second 

Amendment was written, so where did Scalia discover the 

originalist support for them? The obvious answer is that he 

didn't. He wrote an opinion that supported his policy 

preference and then draped it in constitutional authority. In 

Heller, Scalia produces an opinion that, as Lund puts it, 

makes "originalism look as lawless and result-oriented" as 

the liberal activism it is intended to counter. 

Winkler's analysis of all this is delivered with panache 

and clarity. His book is an antidote to so much in the gun 

debate that is one-sided and dishonest. Gunfight reminds us 

that guns are part of American culture and will continue to 

be. And that gun control is as well. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/entertainment/136803983.

html 

 

12-01-07 Marshals arrest N.J. shooting suspect in 

Hazleton 

The U.S. Marshals Service were in Hazleton on Friday 

to arrest a man wanted for a shooting in Newark, N.J. 

Anton Frye was being sought by authorities in Newark 

as a suspect in a shooting that occurred Dec. 13, 2011, the 

U.S. Marshals Service said in a news release. 

According to police reports, Frye shot a person in the 

abdomen and leg during an altercation. An off-duty 

Newark police officer shot at Frye and a chase ensued, but 

Frye was able to get away, the marshals service said. 

An arrest warrant was issued in Newark charging Frye 

with aggravated assault with a weapon, possession of a 

handgun without a permit, and possession of a firearm with 

intent to use it unlawfully. 

U.S. Marshals Service's New York/New Jersey 

Regional Fugitive Task Force in Newark, and this week 

passed on a tip to the U.S. Marshals Service's Fugitive 

Task Force in the Middle District of Pennsylvania, 

according to the release. 

Agents conducted an investigation in the Hazleton area 

on Friday, and at about 4 p.m., apprehended Frye without 

incident in the 500 block of North Church Street, the U.S. 

Marshals Service said. 

Frye, 20, will be arraigned before a magisterial district 

judge in Luzerne County and await further court 

proceedings concerning his extradition to Newark, the U.S. 

Marshals Service said. 

Hazleton police assisted the U.S. Marshals Service 

during the investigation, according to the release 

http://citizensvoice.com/news/marshals-arrest-n-j-

shooting-suspect-in-hazleton-1.1254377#ixzz1kx31RF9r 

 

12-01-07 Hazleton, Foster Township convenience 

stores robbed 

A Hazleton convenience store was robbed early Friday 

about 5½ hours after a similar holdup at a Foster Township 

store. 

City police said two men entered the Turkey Hill Minit 

Market at 15th and Alter streets at 2 a.m., brandishing a 

firearm and demanding money. They fled with an 

undetermined amount of cash and some items from the 

store, police said. 

A clerk and a customer in the store at the time were not 

injured, police said. No description of the men was 

available. 

State police on Friday provided descriptions of the two 

men who robbed $20 from the Uni-Mart on Route 940 in 

Foster Township. 

The men entered the store at 8:45 p.m. 

One pointed a handgun at the cashier and told him to 

empty the register.  

The second man then walked behind the counter, took 

the drawer out of the cash register, removed the cash and 

handed it to the other thief. He also noticed a gun, owned 

by the clerk, under the counter and took that as well. 

Both left the store on foot via the rear entrance. 

Troopers said they may have driven off in a gray 

Mitsubishi Eclipse with a missing or damaged muffler. 

The first man was described as 5 feet 10 inches tall and 

weighing about 240 pounds. The second man was 

described as 5 feet 8 inches tall and 180 pounds. 

No one was injured in the incident, troopers said. 

http://citizensvoice.com/news/hazleton-foster-township-

convenience-stores-robbed-1.1254360#ixzz1kx2blfA0 
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12-01-07 Navy Seal Dies after accidently Shooting 

Himself 

Navy officials have confirmed that a Navy SEAL who 

accidentally shot himself in the head has died. 

Navy spokesman Lt. Cmdr. Frank Magallon tells the U-

T San Diego that Petty Officer 3rd Class Gene "Geno" 

Clayont, Jr. was taken off life support on Saturday. He is 

survived by his parents and three sisters. 

San Diego police were called on Thursday after the 

accident. Police say Clayton had gone to a bar and brought 

a woman back to his apartment and was showing her guns 

when he put a pistol to his head, believing it was unloaded, 

and pulled the trigger. 

Paramedics took Clayton to a San Diego hospital where 

he was placed on life support. 

http://www.foxnews.com/us/2012/01/07/navy-seal-dies-

after-accidentally-shooting-himself/?test=latestnews 

 

12-01-07 One police officer fired, one placed on leave 

in New London 

New London - The city fired a police officer Friday for 

his role in the beating of a man outside of a drug and 

alcohol detoxification center and placed another officer on 

administrative leave while allegations that he planted drugs 

during an arrest are investigated. 

Mayor Daryl Justin Finizio said Officer Joshua 

Bergeson was fired following an administrative hearing 

Friday afternoon to review his role in the Dec. 14 beating 

of Reuben Miller outside the Southeastern Council on 

Alcohol and Drug Dependency facility on Coit Street. 

K-9 Officer Roger Newton has been placed on paid 

administrative leave, Finizio said, as federal, state and local 

agencies investigate a city man's allegations that Newton 

planted drugs at the scene during his arrest on drug-dealing 

charges in October 2010. Lance Goode, 43, says a video 

shot from a police cruiser shows Newton planting the 

drugs. 

Newton is the "subject of an ongoing criminal 

investigation in the New London Police Department," 

Finizio said at a press conference Friday at City Hall. 

Goode, who admits he's been arrested "over 30 times" 

by New London police, said Newton planted a bag of 

oxycodone pills near a car after Newton and Officer 

Timothy Henderson followed Goode to a residence on Oct. 

20, 2010. 

Goode said the officers pulled up to 32 Fuller Ave. after 

Goode had parked his car and claimed he hadn't used a turn 

signal. 

In a 50-minute cruiser dashboard video that Goode 

provided to The Day on Thursday, the two officers are seen 

pulling up behind Goode at the residence without their 

police lights illuminated, then confronting Goode, who said 

he had been driving a friend's car. 

Goode said he was not able to find a valid insurance 

card so he went looking for it in the residence while 

Henderson followed. Newton, in the video, circles the car, 

waving a flashlight inside Goode's car before returning to 

his cruiser. 

Goode said the officers told him they would tow the 

vehicle and Goode gave an officer his key. The officers 

allowed Goode to take his possessions out of the car before 

they towed it, Goode said. 

In the video, Goode opens the trunk and removes 

several items that he takes into a house, with Henderson 

following. 

Newton, Goode said, can be seen in the video dropping 

a plastic bag filled with white pills. Newton looks around, 

Goode said, before kicking the bag behind two trash cans. 

A minute or so later, a third cruiser pulls up, at which 

point Goode is arrested and put into the back of a cruiser. 

"I was coming out of the house and one of the officers 

had a Taser and I said, 'You're going to Taser me for not 

having an insurance card?'" Goode said. "Newton said, 'No, 

for narcotics.'" He was not Tasered. 

Goode said Thursday the case was nolled, or not 

prosecuted, and that he and his public defender, Shawn 

Tiernan, had received a copy of the dashboard video as part 

of the discovery process. Goode said he first saw the video 

Dec. 10, and couldn't believe what he saw. He forwarded a 

copy of the tape to the state's attorney's office and said that 

Supervisory Investigator Philip Fazzino was looking into it. 

"When they saw it, they said that's criminal," Goode 

said. 

Goode said that despite his lengthy arrest record, he'd 

never before encountered Newton. 

"I want his ass fired and locked up," Goode said of 

Newton. "The initial trust starts with the police. Who else 

would he do that to, seeing as he has so much power?" 

Tiernan refused comment Friday, as did Michael 

Kennedy, the supervisory assistant state's attorney at the 

GA10 court on Broad Street. 

No report of the arrest exists, a clerk at the police 

department said Friday. 

Finizio said he had not seen the video. 

SCADD incident 

Bergeson, who joined the department in 2007, has a 

lengthy record of disciplinary actions, Finizio said. 

Bergeson was suspended from the force in 2009 after he 

allegedly slapped a woman while off duty in April of that 

year at the Shrine nightclub at Foxwoods Resort Casino. 

The report from those incidents was among the files 

Finizio made public Friday afternoon. 

Finizio said Bergeson was fired for "repeated absences 

from work and his involvement in the incident at the 

SCADD facility." 

Police charged Miller, 31, Dec. 14 with interfering with 

an officer and second-degree breach of peace after 

responding around 7:30 p.m. to the SCADD detoxification 

center on Coit Street. Witnesses, including center 

technician Stanley Jurgielewicz, said police officers who 

http://www.foxnews.com/us/2012/01/07/navy-seal-dies-after-accidentally-shooting-himself/?test=latestnews
http://www.foxnews.com/us/2012/01/07/navy-seal-dies-after-accidentally-shooting-himself/?test=latestnews


responded when called by SCADD to help take Miller to 

the hospital repeatedly punched and pepper-sprayed him 

when they arrived on scene. 

Miller had CAT scans and X-rays done after his arrest, 

his attorney, David Jaffe, said last month, and suffered 

bruises over a large portion of his body. At least one rib 

was broken, Jaffe said, and Miller had a concussion, suffers 

from headaches and has trouble sleeping. Most of the 

physical injuries involved Miller's ribs, neck and back, 

Jaffe said. 

Finizio said the investigation into the incident, 

conducted by Capt. William Dittman, is complete but will 

not yet be released to the public because Miller has filed an 

intent to sue the city. 

Finizio did not disclose Bergeson's precise role in the 

incident, but he said that no other officers will be 

disciplined. He also said he has the utmost confidence in 

the "overwhelming majority" of the city's police officers. 

"The New London Police Department is a good 

department, full of good officers," Finizio said. "And this 

administration will stand behind the police who want to 

come to work, do a good job, and help our city and bring 

honor to their department. 

"And through this transition in management, and 

through these ongoing investigations, we will make sure 

that we have the best department possible, that we become 

a model for efficiency and integrity, and that we make the 

people of New London proud." 

http://www.theday.com/article/20120107/NWS01/3010

79953/-1/NWS 

 

12-01-06 Touring gun factory, Gingrich admits to 

never owning firearm 

Newt Gingrich has been pressing hard to establish 

himself as a conservative alternative to Republican front-

runner Mitt Romney, repeatedly bashing the former 

governor as a "Massachusetts moderate" and highlighting 

Romney's support for Democratic candidates in the 1990s. 

But Gingrich might have stumbled with conservative 

New Hampshire voters himself during a tour of the Sturm, 

Ruger & Co. arms factory, during which the former House 

Speaker was asked if he personally had ever owned a gun. 

Gingrich admitted that he had never owned a firearm, 

though he reiterated his support for Second Amendment 

rights. 

"No, I actually personally have never owned a gun. I 

believe in the right to bear arms, and I strongly defend the 

right to bear arms," Gingrich said, according to Mother 

Jones. 

Gingrich also said that it had been years since he had 

last fired a weapon. 

"It's been a couple years. I can tell you that my 

grandson just got his .410 for Christmas. Very exciting," 

Gingrich said. 

The issue of gun ownership became a hot-button issue 

in the last election, when Mike Huckabee challenged Mitt 

Romney on the issue. 

"He still believes in the Brady bill and in a ban on the 

so-called assault weapons," Huckabee told OneNewsNow 

in 2008. "[He's] calling himself a lifelong hunter when it 

turned out he never had a hunting license nor owned a 

gun." 

Romney told NewsMax that he once owned a pistol and 

hunted small game as a child, but admitted that he did not 

currently own a gun. 

The issue of gun rights also arose in Iowa, where an 

advocacy group sponsored a robocall alleging Gingrich 

supported the Brady bill, which instituted waiting periods 

and background checks for individuals purchasing 

firearms. Gingrich's campaign has denied that charge and 

pointed to a high rating the former Speaker earned from the 

National Rifle Association. 

http://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-

room/news/202825-touring-gun-factory-gingrich-admits-

to-never-owning-firearm 

 

12-01-06 'Button down; keep vigilant': Lancaster 

city merchants react to recent robberies 

Jeweler, said she had a sense something wasn't quite 

right about the customer who asked an employee to see a 

ring Wednesday afternoon. 

So she came out to the register when the employee took 

the ring over for the sale. 

Her hunch was right. 

The man stepped around the counter. "He showed us his 

gun and demanded all the cash," she said. He then fled and 

remained at large. 

Being robbed was unnerving, Weaver said. It was the 

first time the store had been robbed in its more than 10 

years in the 300 block of North Queen Street. 

But there she was, back in the store Friday evening. 

"I have to work," she said. 

Weaver thinks the man was desperate for cash, which 

could explain why he fled without taking any jewelry. 

"We don't have real fencable jewelry," she said. "And if 

you need money for a fix, money is money." 

It was the second armed robbery of the day in Lancaster 

city's northern end. 

Just before 8:30 a.m., a man displaying a silver handgun 

demanded cash from a clerk at Royer's Flowers, 873 N. 

Queen St. A clerk gave him an undisclosed amount of cash 

and he fled. 

And on Thursday morning, barely 25 hours after 

Royer's was robbed, a man robbed Park's grocery, 201 W. 

Vine. St. 

Police said they were investigating whether the same 

person was responsible. 

http://www.theday.com/article/20120107/NWS01/301079953/-1/NWS
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The robberies apparently prompted Art & Glassworks 

to display a sign bearing a vigilante New Year's resolution: 

"This year I will … shoot anyone who tries to rob us." 

Art & Glassworks employees declined comment. 

Other North Queen store owners expressed concern for 

the victims and said they were being more vigilant, but by 

and large, they felt the recent robberies were random and 

not reflective of how safe the city is. 

Brenda Bechtold, who has owned Uptown Antiques at 

352 N. Queen St. with her husband, Lewis, for about 10 

years, said she was more concerned with someone 

dropping an antique than with being robbed. 

A lot of shop owners live near or above their stores, she 

said, and they watch out for one another. 

Not that she isn't careful. 

If she feels uncomfortable with a customer, she'll just 

leave the store and call police or the James Street 

Improvement District "ambassadors." 

"They're fast and close," she said of the bike patrolling 

security officers. 

"You just button down; keep vigilant. It's what being a 

community is about. It's Lancaster," Lewis Bechtold said. 

Weaver said she experienced that sense of community 

after being robbed. 

"The concern and caring that have been shown is just 

wonderful," she said. 

Jim Radel, who co-owns Radel & Stauffer, a fine 

giftware and home accessories store at 332 N. Queen St., 

said the robberies appear to be random. 

"I think it's a city, like any other city. Random things 

can happen," he said, as he smoked a cigarette outside with 

Gary Roche, who owns Architectextural Curiosities. 

"I certainly think it's random, and it's inevitable in a 

business in every city you go to," he said. 

Thuc Nguyen, who manages Uptown Fashion, 245 N. 

Queen St., said businesses must look out for one another. 

"We just have to be more alert, and if we see anything 

suspicious, call the authorities," he said. 

The robberies have prompted Nancy Beth Shenk, who 

owns Flowers By Paulette, 258 N. Queen St., to be more 

vigilant. 

She's double-checking that doors are locked and that the 

security system is on. 

But noting that florists tend to be low-cash businesses, 

she also questioned the thief's wisdom. 

"If they were professionals, they would not have robbed 

a flower shop," she said. 

http://lancasteronline.com/article/local/564054_-Button-

down--keep-vigilant---Lancaster-city-merchants-react-to-

recent-robberies.html?page=all 

 

12-01-04 Philadelphia's murder rate is a deadly, 

costly epidemic 

The new year began with a bang. Actually, several 

bangs, five that proved fatal. Plus, for good measure, a 

stabbing. 

The last killing was unusual in that it didn't involve a 

gun, and that the victim was a 77-year-old man trying to 

break up an argument. Even so, it was typical in that the 

grievance was ancient and petty, beginning a decade ago 

over that most tribal of presumed possessions, South 

Philadelphia parking spaces. 

There were 324 homicides in the city last year (eight 

produced by Kermit Gosnell's House of Horrors), the most 

in three years. Philadelphia also experienced the highest 

murder rate of the nation's 10 largest cities, according to 

the Philadelphia Daily News, 20.7 per 100,000 residents. 

By comparison, New York City's rate was 6.1, less than a 

third. What can we learn from New York? 

Following this dismal year and holiday weekend, 

Mayor Nutter was sworn in Monday to his second term. 

Gone were the audacious, some might argue absurd, 

promises he made four years ago with his "new beginning." 

Back then, he hoped to slash the homicide rate from 30 

percent to 50 percent in five years (no), halve the student 

dropout rate (nope), and double the number of four-year 

college degrees awarded to Philadelphians (uh, no). 

This time, Nutter was wiser, more restrained, almost 

resigned to the city's woes. His address was not so much a 

new beginning as a call to try to right these wrongs. 

"We will not leave anyone behind," Nutter said. His 

speech focused almost exclusively on rising crime and 

failing schools, the millstones around the city's neck in the 

drowning sea of its 25 percent poverty rate. Not that the 25 

percent above that is doing much better. As Nutter said last 

week, "These issues are holding the city back." 

At his inauguration, Nutter addressed the "epidemic not 

sufficiently talked about, much less tackled," of African 

American men killing each other. 

Last year, 85 percent of the city's homicide victims 

were African American, almost all of them male. Four of 

five killers were African American males, demographically 

indistinguishable from their victims. 

Guns were inevitably involved - four out of five times. 

"Here in Pennsylvania, we have no shortage of guns, and 

no shortage of people who are willing to use guns," Police 

Commissioner Charles Ramsey has said. "It's higher here 

than Chicago, Washington." 

Unfortunately, Philadelphia is in Pennsylvania, home to 

an urban-phobic legislature that is consistently intransigent 

on tightening gun laws that might produce safer streets. 

"The No. 1 issue for homicide in Philadelphia is 

generally classified as 'argument,' " Nutter said last week. 

Turf, machismo. "Drugs are not actually really high on this 

list," adding, "It's, 'You bumped into me.' It's anywhere 

from crazy to stupid." 

Mostly crazy and stupid. 

http://lancasteronline.com/article/local/564054_-Button-down--keep-vigilant---Lancaster-city-merchants-react-to-recent-robberies.html?page=all
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Also, deadly and costly. A third of the city's almost $4 

billion budget is spent on "our criminal justice complex," 

the mayor said, "one-third of your tax dollars dealing with 

bad decisions and bad behavior. It's a waste." 

(He didn't mention the quarter of the budget allocated to 

city employees' pensions and health care. That's why 

Occupy never made much of a difference here, except to 

make Dilworth Plaza look even worse. The government 

spends plenty on the poor as well as middle-class city 

workers, while serving up a slew of taxes that are the bane 

of the more comfortable. Just ask companies and taxpayers 

with school-age children that have fled.) 

Nutter's top aides have begun meeting with city, state, 

and federal law enforcement officials to create strategies 

for fighting gun violence. 

Philadelphia has never been in a better position to 

launch a serious dialogue and agenda. We've never had so 

many African American men in powerful leadership roles 

committed to change: Nutter, Ramsey, City Council 

President Darrell Clarke, District Attorney Seth Williams, 

acting School District Superintendent Leroy Nunery, and 

Deputy Mayor for Public Safety Everett Gillison. 

We have an epidemic. Too many African American 

males are leading brief, desperate, bloody lives in which 

illegal guns loom large while school and legitimate work 

play a negligible role. And they're dying at the hands of 

men who might as well be their brothers. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/columnists/20120104_Ka

ren_Heller__Philadelphia_s_murder_rate_is_a_deadly__co

stly_epidemic.html 
 

The right of the citizens to keep and bear arms in defense of themselves and the state shall not be 

questioned. PA Constitution -- Article I, Section 21, Declaration of Rights 

 

A well-regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a free state, the right of the people to keep 

and bear arms, shall not be infringed. U.S. Constitution -- Amendment II 
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