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Founding Fathers: 

"Government is instituted for the common good; for the protection, safety, prosperity, and happiness of the people; and not for profit, 

honor, or private interest of any one man, family, or class of men; therefore, the people alone have an incontestable, unalienable, and 

indefeasible right to institute government; and to reform, alter, or totally change the same, when their protection, safety, prosperity, and 

happiness require it." --John Adams, Thoughts on Government, 1776 
 

 

As we inaugurate the New Year, 2012 it is a 

struggle to find the words to fit the unfolding events 

we, as Americans, are facing.  While there are so 

many good people now involved with trying to ‘put 

the genie (government) back in the bottle’, the depth 

and breadth of the issues and the educational curve for 

those just entering politics as to how government 

really works is staggering. 

 

The political parties want to continue the old status 

quo of ‘one party against the other’ when it is this 

very aspect of government that has led to the 

problems we now face.  Let’s face it; politics is the 

age old contest of who is the most photogenic and 

electable.  IF you have ever been to one of our rallies 

in Harrisburg (this year it is on May 8
th

) you have 

seen this principle at work far too often.  There ARE 

good hard working legislators on both sides of the 

aisles but many times they are silenced by the word-- 

controversy.  The problem here is that we are at a 

crossroads in our nation and the age old saying ‘Nero 

fiddled while Rome burned’ comes to mind. 

 

We have made significant strides in working with 

legislators but so much more remains to be done, and 

could be done with the involvement of more citizens, 

that it is certainly difficult not to lament lost 

opportunities.  Please review the issues below and 

consider just how much pressure is being applied by 

those who would destroy America.  There is no way 

to get around the thought that 2012 WILL BE a 

pivotal moment for us all!! 

 

Incredibly, the following items are just a fraction of 

similar issues occurring throughout our nation: 

 DHS conducts over 9300 unannounced 

security ‘check points’ across America in 2011 

using VIPR teams (Visible Intermodal 

Prevention and Response) and Congress has 

just expanded the funding for these efforts 

even though NOT ONE terrorist plot or major 

threat has been stopped. 

 The FPS (Federal Protective Service) sets up 

unannounced check points to ‘verify citizen’ 

papers are in order amid fears it is a wing of 

DHS efforts to silence political groups who are 

concerned about the impact of these efforts on 

our freedoms. 

 PA Senator Toomey & Casey are both 

downplaying the impact of the NDAA (H.R. 

1540) provisions regarding the 

unconstitutional expansion of government 

power to detain American Citizens and yet 2 

U.S. Marine Corps Generals (Krulak & 

Hoar) took the most unusual step of writing an 

Op-Ed in the New York Times about the 

dangerousness of this legislation. 

o Read Senator Toomey’s statements on 

the concerns over this legislation that 

are downplaying the impact of this 

legislation: 
 I also realize that, at times, there is 

a natural tension between our 

national security needs and our 

civil liberties, which are also 

vitally important. In such 
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instances, Congress has an 

obligation to respect 

constitutional protections and 

appropriately balance these two 

aims. 

 "Nothing in this section [the 

section pertaining to military 

detainees] shall be construed to 

affect existing law and authorities 

relating to the detention of United 

States citizens or lawful resident 

aliens of the United States 
o Now re-read what the USMC 

Generals had to say.  Are you angry 

and concerned yet???  Balance our 

constitutional protections and freedoms 

because of ‘national security’?  Let’s 

remember that ‘government has NO 

responsibility to protect citizens for 

ANY reason.  Their ‘highest’ 

responsibility is to protect and defend 

the constitution. 

 Now contrast what Senator Toomey and Casey 

said, and are saying, with the statements from 

President Obama himself below: 

 my Administration will interpret and 

implement the provisions described 

below in a manner that best preserves 

the flexibility on which our safety 

depends and upholds the values on 

which this country was founded 

 my Administration will not authorize 

the indefinite military detention 

without trial of American citizens. 

Indeed, I believe that doing so would 

break with our most important 

traditions and values as a Nation. My 

Administration will interpret section 

1021 in a manner that ensures that any 

detention it authorizes complies with 

the Constitution, the laws of war, and 

all other applicable law 

 This section breaks no new ground and 

is unnecessary 

 Now ask yourself, IF this section is 

unnecessary and was already law-WHY is it in 

the legislation AND after Fast & Furious and a 

myriad of other lies put out by this 

administration, do YOU really believe this??  

Again, read what the Marine Generals said 

above! 

 As if to add insult to injury, President Obama 

made the statement below about ‘ignoring’ 

Congress in an article in the Washington 

Times on Jan. 4
th

: 

 "I refuse to take 'no' for an answer," 

Mr. Obama said in Shaker Heights, 

drawing applause from his audience. 

"When Congress refuses to act and as a 

result hurts our economy and puts our 

people at risk, then I have an 

obligation as president to do what I 

can without them." 

 Mr. McConnell said. "This was surely 

not what the framers had in mind when 

they required the president to seek the 

advice and consent of the Senate in 

making appointments." 

 (What do you think Thomas Jefferson 

or George Washington would call 

this?) 

 Closer to home let’s examine recent statements 

by the Philadelphia Pennsylvania District 

Attorney (Seth Williams) who posted on his 

PAC Facebook web page the following 

statements regarding gun owners and his views 

on gun ownership: 

 Fewer handguns not more 

would be a start. Now watch 

some gun nuts say the answer 

is more guns. 

 Now go to your NRA handbook 

and respond to that... 

 We just disagree on the need 

for everyone to carry firearms 

and the true meaning of the 

2nd amendment. 

 I have a license to carry a 

firearm and as a member of the 

U.S. Army I qualify annually as 

an expert on the 9mm combat 

pistol range. I can disassemble 

and reassemble M-16s and 

9mm pistols. So, I have an 

appreciation and respect for 

firearms. However, I believe 

our society would be safer if 

only law enforcement and 

military had them. 
Recognizing that will not 

happen, I at a minimum believe 

that local law enforcement like 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/12/31/statement-president-hr-1540
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/12/31/statement-president-hr-1540
http://www.cbsnews.com/1770-5_162-0.html?query=fast+furious&searchtype=cbsSearch&rpp=10&sort=updateDate%20desc&tag=mncol;sort;d
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Philadelphia-District-Attorney-R-Seth-Willliams/253173620878?sk=wall
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Philadelphia-District-Attorney-R-Seth-Willliams/253173620878?sk=wall
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Philadelphia-District-Attorney-R-Seth-Willliams/253173620878?sk=wall
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Our Police Commissioner 

should have the authority to 

conduct thorough background 

checks to determine the mental 

stability, investigate the 

criminal background or 

occurrence of domestic 

violence before issuing a 

license...I prefer this to 

individuals going online and 

getting out of state licenses 

without the same rigor of 

background checks. 

o Everything you have read regarding 

this DA’s (or will read IF you go to his 

Facebook Page) views are either 

outright lies or a cover up for the 

failure to prosecute criminals.  As you 

can see he considers gun owners as 

criminals and is unapologetic regarding 

the crimes committed in Philadelphia 

by police who brutalize citizens who 

carry firearms for self defense. 
 

Please consider these thoughts along with the 

newsletters as our continuing effort to encourage 

involvement in not only the elections but in actively 

working with federal and state legislators in defense 

of our rights. 

Kim Stolfer, Legislative Committee Chairman 
 

BILL DEFUNDS UN IF ATT ADOPTED 
Congressman Joe Walsh (R-IL-8) on Dec. 7 

introduced the Second Amendment 

Protection Act (HR-3594) with 20 co-

sponsors, a measure that would cut off all 

funding to the United Nations if the United 

States agrees to any treaty that infringes on 

the constitutional rights of American 

citizens. 

In a letter to his colleagues seeking additional co-

sponsors in the House, Walsh noted that “The United 

Nations has been trying for almost a decade now to move 

forward with the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT). This treaty 

poses a very real threat to the sovereignty of the United 

States and to our right to keep and bear arms—and this 

treaty is now moving forward with the support of the 

current administration.” 

In late 2009, the US State Department reversed prior 

policy and announced that the US would back launching 

talks on the ATT. That version of the ATT is now expected 

to be finalized in 2012. 

“The United States should never agree to a treaty that 

infringes on our constitutional rights, especially one that 

could implement sweeping gun control measures,” Walsh’s 

letter notes. “This treaty poses many dangers and could put 

serious pressure on the US to compromise on personal gun 

ownership rights. In a 2008 resolution on the treaty–

adopted almost unanimously with only the US and 

Zimbabwe in opposition–the ‘highest possible standards’ 

of control were called for.   “It is time for Congress to act 

to help ensure this treaty never sees the light of day. While 

the Senate is tasked with ratifying treaties, we (the House) 

must send a signal that this treaty is bad for America and 

bad for US gun rights.” 

Almost 40 senators previously had written to the 

President and Secretary of State to express their opposition 

to the ATT. However, Walsh’s bill is the first in Congress 

to put financial brakes on any such treaty. 

The Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear 

Arms (CCRKBA), which had helped develop the measure 

in cooperation with Walsh’s office, immediately applauded 

the Illinois congressman’s leadership in calling attention to 

the threat posed by the proposed binding small arms treaty 

that could affect the arms and ammunition commonly used 

by Americans for recreation and defense. 

“The United Nations’ effort to adopt a global gun 

control initiative needs to be reined in,” said CCRKBA 

Chairman Alan M. Gottlieb. “For too many years, 

bureaucrats in the United Nations have become far too 

cozy with international gun prohibition organizations, and 

Congressman Walsh’s legislation seems the best way to get 

their attention. We’ve been delighted and honored to be 

part of this effort.” 

“It is an insult to United States sovereignty,” he added, 

“that the UN would be entertaining such measures while 

enjoying this country’s hospitality at its headquarters in 

New York City. It is the greatest irony, and perhaps the 

pinnacle of hypocrisy, for the United Nations to be 

discussing any treaty that might threaten our Second 

Amendment, because it has been the United States, with its 

citizen soldiers and our constitutional right to keep and 

bear arms that has come to the world’s rescue not once, but 

twice in global conflicts. 

“When diplomacy fails, it is time to close our 

checkbook,” Gottlieb said. “The Bush administration 

opposed such a treaty, but the Obama administration is 

moving forward with discussions on an international Arms 

Trade Treaty. It is up to Congress to put the brakes on such 

efforts and protect our national sovereignty, which has 

been protected and defended for more than two centuries 

because our citizens have the right, and the resources, to 

defend it.” 

Walsh stated: “The Arms Trade Treaty is bad for 

America and bad for US gun rights. The Bush 

Administration had wisely opposed any effort to advance 

this treaty. Yet quickly into the first year of President 

Obama’s presidency, talks have now resumed and the 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Philadelphia-District-Attorney-R-Seth-Willliams/253173620878?sk=wall
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Philadelphia-District-Attorney-R-Seth-Willliams/253173620878?sk=wall
http://www.thegunmag.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/463px-Emblem_of_the_United_Nations.svg_.png
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treaty will soon be voted on next year.”  The GunMag 

Jan/2012 
 

‘Fast & Furious’ heat continues to build for 

Holder 
by Dave Workman 

Attorney General Eric Holder 

will face more fireworks on 

Capitol Hill Dec. 8 when he is 

scheduled to appear before the 

House Judiciary Committee, 

where it is almost certain he will 

be grilled about Operation Fast 

and Furious. 

His testimony before the 

Senate Judiciary Committee on 

Nov. 8 has drawn searing criticism from Republican Sens. 

Charles Grassley (IA) and John Cornyn (TX). 

But it will be before the House Judiciary Committee 

that Holder faces Congressmen Darrell Issa (R-CA), Trey 

Gowdy (R-SC) and Jason Chaffetz (R-UT)—all members 

of the House Committee on Oversight and Government 

Reform with Issa as chair—that has been investigating Fast 

and Furious for the past 10 months. Congressional sources 

have indicated to Gun Week that the upcoming hearing 

will almost be like Holder appearing before both 

committees at the same time. 

Calls for Holder’s resignation are building, though so 

far they have remained partisan in nature from the 

Republican side of the aisle. 

Issa is certain to challenge Holder about false 

statements previously made regarding Fast and Furious by 

his Justice Department subordinates. 

Both Issa and Grassley have recently seized on 

assertions in a Feb. 4 letter to the senator from Assistant 

Attorney General Ronald Weich, in which he insisted that 

“ATF makes every effort to interdict weapons that have 

been purchased illegally and prevent their transportation to 

Mexico.” Weich further told Grassley that “…the 

allegation described in your January 27 letter—that ATF 

‘sanctioned’ or otherwise knowingly allowed the sale of 

assault weapons to a straw purchaser who then transported 

them into Mexico—is false.” On Nov. 1, Assistant 

Attorney General Lanny Breuer, who heads the Justice 

Department’s Criminal Division, acknowledged during 

testimony before the Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on 

Crime and Terrorism that guns had been walked, and that 

he apparently knew about gun walking—the tactic of 

allowing gun trafficking suspects to walk out of gun stores 

with firearms without interdiction—since 2010. 

Other revelations over the past several months have 

proven Weich’s Feb. 4 claims to have been erroneous, and 

during his Senate Judiciary exchange with Cornyn, Holder 

argued semantics over whether a statement was “false” or 

simply “incorrect.” In a letter to Weich, Issa referred to 

Breuer’s testimony, noting, “…the head of the Criminal 

Division admitted in testimony before the Senate Judiciary 

Committee not only that the statement was false, but that 

he knew it was false, though he could not recall whether he 

had reviewed the letter.” Capitol Hill sources told Gun 

Week that there is no indication whether Weich will be 

called to testify again before either House or Senate 

committees. 

Meanwhile, amidst the political sparring on Capitol 

Hill, further revelations about Fast and Furious and the 

preceding Operation Wide Receiver, CBS News and others 

noted that the man in charge in Phoenix during Fast and 

Furious—former Special Agent in Charge William 

Newell—was also in charge back in 2006-2007 when Wide 

Receiver was launched. 

Gun Week confirmed this independently with sources at 

the ATF. 

Anti-gun Sens. Charles Schumer (DNY) and Dianne 

Feinstein (D-CA) both tried to provide cover for Holder 

during the Judiciary hearing by dredging up the Wide 

Receiver operation. However, that operation was 

conducted somewhat differently, sources told Gun Week, 

because Mexican authorities were alerted to intercept 

suspects on at least one occasion, but apparently could not 

find them once they crossed the border. 

In Fast and Furious, documents show that the Mexican 

government was deliberately kept in the dark. 

Clearly, over the course of the past few months, Issa 

and Grassley, and now other members of Congress, have 

become frustrated with Holder and the Justice Department. 

They are not the only ones. 

Following Holder’s appearance before the Senate 

Judiciary Committee, the parents of slain Border Patrol 

agent Brian Terry released the following statement: 

“At Tuesday’s Senate Judiciary Committee hearing, 

Attorney General Eric Holder said that he “regrets” the 

death of Border Patrol Agent Brian Terry. He has 

previously said that ATF’s Operation Fast and Furious was 

‘flawed in its concept and flawed in its execution.’ Mr. 

Holder also has said that gun walking is ‘inappropriate and 

inconsistent with Department of Justice policy and should 

not occur.’ Yet, when Senator John Cornyn asked him if he 

had spoken to or apologized to the Terry Family, Mr. 

Holder replied that he has not spoken to the family nor has 

he apologized for the actions of ATF and the US 

Attorney’s Office in Phoenix. Instead, he said that ‘it’s 

unfair to assume that mistakes from Fast and Furious 

directly led to the death of Agent Terry.’ “One week ago, 

Assistant Attorney General Lanny Breuer is on record 

saying, ‘the tragic truth is that if those criminals who killed 

Agent Terry had not gotten the guns from this one source, 

they would have gotten the gun from another source.’ The 

fact of the matter is that the men who killed Brian Terry 

were armed with brand new military grade assault weapons 

and ammunition. The weapons were allowed to be 

purchased with the full approval of ATF and the US 

http://www.thegunmag.com/
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Attorney’s Office in Arizona; both agencies falling under 

the control of the Attorney General. 

“Now common sense would dictate that law 

enforcement should never let guns walk; yet, ATF let guns 

walk. 

Common sense would dictate that law enforcement 

should never allow guns to be delivered to dangerous 

criminals; yet, ATF allowed weapons to flow to members 

of certain Mexican drug cartels. Common sense would 

dictate that every effort should be made to interdict guns 

before they can be delivered to the criminal element; yet, 

ATF chose not to interdict those guns. 

Common sense would dictate that only bad things can 

happen when dangerous criminals are allowed to purchase 

military grade assault weapons; yet, ATF ignored that risk. 

This was Operation Fast and Furious and it defied common 

sense. 

“President Obama has spoken often about the need for 

transparency in our government. Furthermore, the 

President, when referring to Operation Fast and Furious, 

has said, ‘People who screwed up will be held 

accountable.’ Well, we know who screwed up: they were 

ATF supervisors in the Phoenix Field Office who thought 

up and initiated this plan, ATF Headquarters executives 

who allowed it to continue, and officials in the Department 

of Justice who didn’t put a stop to it when they had the 

opportunity. Operation Fast and Furious and the way that 

DOJ and ATF have handled both the actual investigation 

and its aftermath are excellent examples of the precise need 

for transparency and accountability. 

“The Attorney General has said that he did not know 

about the flawed tactics being used by ATF in Operation 

Fast and Furious; if this is true and he did not know, then 

he should have known. After all, he is the Attorney General 

of the United States and the head of the Department of 

Justice under which ATF belongs. Mr. Holder needs to 

own Operation Fast and Furious. In the end, Mr. Holder 

may choose not to apologize to the Terry family for the 

role that ATF and DOJ played in the death of Brian Terry, 

but the Attorney General should accept responsibility 

immediately. It is without question, the right thing to do.” 

The GunMag Jan/2012 

 

FBI releases data on police officer deaths on duty  

According to information released by the FBI in late 

October, 56 law enforcement officers were feloniously 

killed in the line of duty last year; 72 officers died in 

accidents while performing their duties, and 53,469 

officers were assaulted in the line of duty. 

The 2010 edition of Law Enforcement Officers Killed 

and Assaulted provides comprehensive tabular data about 

these incidents and brief narratives describing the fatal 

attacks, according to the Tactical Wire. 

The 56 felonious deaths occurred in 22 states and 

Puerto Rico. The number of officers feloniously killed in 

2010 increased by eight compared with the 2009 figure of 

48 officers, but continues the drop from the 2001 number 

2001 involving 70 officers. 

Fifty-four of the victim officers were male, and two 

were female. Forty-eight of the officers were white, seven 

were black, and one was Asian/Pacific Islander. 

Of the 56 officers feloniously killed, 15 were 

ambushed; 14 of the slain officers were involved in arrest 

situations; eight were investigating suspicious 

persons/circumstances; seven were performing traffic 

stops/pursuits; six were answering disturbance calls; three 

were involved in tactical situations (e.g., high-risk entry); 

two were conducting investigative activity such as 

surveillance, searches, or interviews; and one officer was 

killed while transporting or maintaining custody of 

prisoners. 

Offenders used firearms to kill 55 of the 56 victim 

officers. Of these 55 officers, 38 were slain with handguns, 

15 with rifles, and two with shotguns. One officer was 

killed with a vehicle used as a weapon. 

Regions: Twenty-two of the felonious deaths occurred 

in the South, 18 in the West, 10 in the Midwest, and three 

in the Northeast. Three of the deaths took place in Puerto 

Rico. 

Law enforcement agencies identified 69 alleged 

assailants in connection with the 56 felonious line-of-duty 

deaths. Fifty-seven of the assailants had prior criminal 

arrests, and 19 of the offenders were under judicial 

supervision at the time of the felonious incidents. 

Of the 72 law enforcement officers killed in accidents 

while performing their duties in 2010, the majority of them 

(45 officers) were killed in automobile accidents. The 

number of accidental line-of-duty deaths was up 24 from 

the 2009 total (48 officers). The GunMag Jan/2012 

 

Holder tells IACP poor economy threatens cop jobs 

Years of recession and a slow economic recovery could 

lead to a decrease in the number of police officers, the first 

such drop in a quarter of a century, Atty. Gen. Eric H. 

Holder Jr. warned the International Association of Chiefs 

of Police (IACP) conference in Chicago in October, 

according to the Los Angeles Times. 

While praising police chiefs for their efforts in the 

continuing decline in national crime rates, Holder warned 

that the latest report by the Justice Department’s 

Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) office, 

showed that nearly 12,000 police officers and sheriff’s 

deputies will be laid off because of budget cuts this year. In 

addition, police agencies have nearly 30,000 unfilled 

vacancies. 

According to the COPS report, an estimated 28,000 

officers and deputies have been forced off the job in 

weeklong furloughs in 2010 as cash-starved agencies tried 

to make ends meet. More than one-third of the agencies 

applying for federal grants reported a budget drop of 

greater than 5% between 2009 and 2011. Nearly a quarter 

of US cities have made a cut to public safety budgets. 

http://www.thegunmag.com/
http://www.thegunmag.com/
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“Of course—as cities, states and counties confront 

once-in-a-century financial constraints—this has never 

been more difficult,” Holder said of continuing progress 

against crime. 

Holder urged the IACP to support the Obama 

administration’s jobs package with which Congress is 

wrestling. The GunMag Jan/2012 

 

California’s ‘assault weapon’ ban challenged in federal 

court  

by Dave Workman  

Gun rights activists across the country were saying “It’s 

about time,” after the Second Amendment Foundation 

(SAF) filed a lawsuit in California seeking to overturn that 

state’s ban on so-called “assault weapons” because the 

statute is “unconstitutionally vague and ambiguous.” 

Joining SAF in the lawsuit are the Calguns Foundation and 

a private citizen named Brendan John Richards, who has 

been arrested twice—and subsequently cleared of criminal 

charges—because police could not tell the difference 

between what is legal and illegal under the ban statute. It 

took the same state senior criminalist, John Yount, to 

explain both times, that firearms in Richards’ possession 

do not fall under the state’s definition of an assault 

weapon. 

Named as defendants in the case are: California 

Attorney General Kamala Harris; the California 

Department of Justice; the Sonoma County Sheriff’s 

Office, and Deputy Greg Myers. 

To understand how this could happen, one need only 

read the allegations in the lawsuit papers filed in US 

District Court for the Northern District of California. 

According to the document, obtained by TheGunMag.com, 

the California Department of Justice has “engaged in a 

pattern of disinformation and confusion on the issue of 

whether a rifle fitted with a device that makes it incapable 

of accepting a detachable magazine is legal to own in 

California.” “It could be argued that California Department 

of Justice’s firearms division has created such a state of 

confusion that the entire statutory and regulatory scheme 

for defining California Assault Weapons is hopelessly, and 

unconstitutionally vague and ambiguous,” the lawsuit says. 

But there is more. The lawsuit asserts that “The 

Department of Justice made changes to the various 

versions of this memorandum due to Jason Davis, then an 

attorney for the National Rifle Association, pointing out 

legal flaws in the various iterations. 

Further, it is alleged that “In all versions of the 

memorandum, the Department of Justice directly conflicted 

the previously published Assault Weapons Information 

Guide by stating that owners of a firearm with such 

features had to permanently alter the firearm so that it 

cannot accept a detachable magazine.” However, 

permanent alteration is not required under California Penal 

Code, the lawsuit asserts. 

Richards, an honorably-discharged Marine and Iraq war 

veteran, was arrested and jailed in May 2010 and August 

2011 for possessing what officers believed were banned 

“assault weapons.” On both occasions, Richards had to 

post bail fees, which are nonrefundable, and he also missed 

work and had his firearms seized. Only after Yount 

explained, both times, that the firearms in Richards’ 

possession did not fall within the guidelines of the state’s 

assault weapon definition were charges dismissed against 

him. 

“This nonsense has to stop,” said SAF founder and 

Executive Vice President Alan M. Gottlieb, “and the only 

way to insure that is to show California’s assault weapon 

statutes and regulations are unconstitutionally vague and 

ambiguous. Brendan Richards is not the only citizen faced 

with this kind of harassment under color of law.” Gottlieb 

said being wrongly arrested once for violating a law that he 

didn’t actually break should be considered an insult to 

Richards, but getting arrested a second time for the same 

offense is an outrage. 

“Brendan Richards’ dilemma is a textbook example of 

why the California statute should be nullified,” Gottlieb 

observed. 

As it turns out, the Calguns Foundation has a serious 

interest in this case. 

In the past, the foundation has paid for Richards’ legal 

defense, and the organization is both furious and mystified 

at his plight. In filing papers, attorneys representing 

Richards, SAF and Calguns explain that the former Marine 

now is fearful that he could be arrested again for the same 

alleged offense. 

Meanwhile, the California Department of Justice 

response claims it has no duty to issue a clarifying bulletin 

to the state’s district attorneys or its peace officers, the 

lawsuit alleges. 

Reaction to the lawsuit in the gun rights community was 

swift and positive. Even the National Shooting Sports 

Foundation (NSSF) got involved, circulating background 

information on so-called “assault weapons,” and pointing 

to flaws in typical definitions. 

According to the NSSF, “There is a tremendous amount 

of misinformation surrounding the issue of so-called 

assault weapons.” The organization assembled a fact sheet 

that refutes claims by gun prohibitionists. 

For example, the so-called assault weapon that is the 

target of a renewed ban is not a machinegun or automatic 

firearm, NSSF stresses. It is a semiauto look-alike. NSSF 

quotes Josh Sugarmann of the Violence Policy Center, who 

once observed, “The public’s confusion over fully-

automatic machine guns versus semi-automatic assault 

weapons—anything that looks like a machine gun is 

presumed to be a machine gun—can only increase the 

chance of public support for restrictions on these 

weapons.” NSSF also notes that these firearms are not 

“high-powered” guns at all, but are typically less powerful 

than typical centerfire hunting rifles. 

http://www.thegunmag.com/
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They also observe that the ten-year ban on the sale of 

so-called assault weapons initiated by the Clinton 

administration could not be proven to have reduced crime. 

NSSF cites a study by the Centers for Disease Control that 

“looked at the full panoply of gun control measures, 

including the ‘assault weapons ban’ and concluded that 

none could be proven to reduce crime.” Even after the ban 

expired, NSSF noted, the statistical use of these firearms in 

homicides “continued to decrease.” A study commissioned 

by Congress also found that the banned firearms and 

magazines “were never used in more than a modest 

fraction of all gun murders,” NSSF said. The GunMag 

Jan/2012 

 

WI governor signs Castle Doctrine bill 

On Dec. 7, Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker (R) signed 

into law AB-69, important self-defense legislation for the 

citizens of Wisconsin, commonly referred to as the "Castle 

Doctrine" bill. 

Under the new law, courts in most criminal and civil 

matters would presume that people using deadly force had 

acted reasonably against anyone unlawfully inside their 

residence, business or vehicle, whether the trespasser was 

armed or not. 

The measure will provide essential protections for law-

abiding citizens who defend themselves and their families 

from a criminal looking to do them harm. The new law 

took effect immediately. 

The "Castle Doctrine" establishes the presumption that 

an individual who forcibly enters one's home, business or 

occupied motor vehicle is there to cause death or great 

bodily harm, and allows the use of force, including deadly 

force, against that person. This measure also eliminates any 

"duty to retreat," said the National Rifle Association, which 

supported the legislation. 

Finally, AB 69 provides that any person who uses force, 

authorized by law, shall not be prosecuted for using such 

force and also prohibits criminals and their families from 

suing victims for injuring or killing the criminals who have 

attacked them. The GunMag Jan/2012 

 

Court allows CO couples' suit against Post Office gun 

ban 

A federal judge has ruled that a Colorado couple's 

lawsuit against the US Postal Service's (USPS) ban on guns 

in post offices and Post Office property can proceed, 

according to OpposingViews. 

Debbie and Tab Bonidy sued the USPS last year, saying 

the ban violates their Second Amendment rights. Both have 

concealed weapons permits and carry their guns wherever 

they go. 

However, they don't get mail service at their rural 

address, so they have to go to the local post office to get 

their daily mail. Since guns are banned in the post office 

and its parking lot, they say they are unable to get their 

mail. 

In its motion to dismiss the suit, the Postal Service said 

the US Supreme Court has said that while people have the 

right to possess guns, they can also be banned in "sensitive 

places," claiming Post Offices are among such sensitive 

places. 

The USPS further argued that large numbers of people 

from all walks of life gather on postal property every day, 

and the Postal Service is responsible for the protection of 

employees and all the members of the public who enter 

postal property. 

Besides, the motion said, the couple could easily park 

their car on the street, leave their guns inside the car, then 

go to the post office and get their mail. 

The judge, however, rejected the USPS arguments and 

allowed the suit to go forward, much to the delight of their 

lawyer who said this could be a landmark case. 

"This is a situation that hasn't been challenged before, 

where you have members of the general public who want 

to exercise their right to carry," said attorney James 

Manley. The GunMag Jan/2012 

 

Charges filed against activist in Milwaukee gun carry 

case 

Gun-rights activist Krysta Sutterfield was charged on 

Nov. 22 with carrying a concealed weapon for wearing a 

holstered gun under her jacket as she used the wireless 

Internet connection outside the Sherman Perk Coffee Shop 

late at night, according to a criminal complaint, reported by 

the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel. 

If convicted of the misdemeanor charge, Sutterfield, 42, 

faces a maximum penalty of nine months in jail and a fine 

of $10,000. 

A recently passed Wisconsin law allows people to carry 

concealed weapons if they have a permit. Sutterfield is 

among close to 40,000 people who had applied for the 

permits in November, but she had not yet received one at 

the time of her arrest on Nov. 11, her attorney, Rebecca 

Coffee, said. 

Sutterfield also is fighting two municipal tickets 

stemming from the same incident: one for loitering or 

prowling and another for obstructing an officer, according 

to Coffee. 

Under the new law, known as Act 35, it is legal to have 

a loaded gun in a vehicle even without a permit, but the 

weapon "cannot be hidden or concealed and within reach," 

according to Department of Justice guidelines. 

Coffee contended that Sutterfield, who was working on 

a laptop in her car at the time of her arrest, tucked her 

jacket behind her holster to be sure her gun would be 

visible. 

But police contend Sutterfield's gun was covered by her 

jacket when they initially approached her car, the 

complaint says. 

This isn't the first time Sutterfield has been at the center 

of Wisconsin's debate on gun rights. 
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In 2010, she openly wore a holstered gun to a 

Brookfield church service and was later arrested. Her 

lawsuit against the city for false arrest was settled for 

$7,500. 

Earlier this year, Milwaukee police seized a gun from 

Sutterfield after her therapist reported she had talked about 

suicide. Milwaukee County Circuit Judge Rebecca Dallet 

ordered the gun returned to Sutterfield after a national gun 

rights attorney took up the case. The attorney argued that 

the police had violated proper court procedures by 

revealing confidential medical information about her 

without notifying her first. The GunMag Jan/2012 

 

January 31 in History 

General Robert E. Lee becomes general-in-chief over 

the Confederate Army in 1865. 

 

Full 9th Circuit agrees to rehear Nordyke case 

A federal appeals court on Nov. 28 once again decided 

to weigh in on an epic 12- year-old gun rights showdown 

over an Alameda County, CA, ordinance banning guns and 

ammunition on public property, according to The San Jose 

Mercury News and OaldandTribune.com. 

In a brief order, the 9th US Circuit Court of Appeals 

agreed to rehear a legal challenge to the 1999 law, which 

restricts gun shows on county property, including Alameda 

County's fairgrounds. The order, which calls for an 11-

judge 9th Circuit panel to hear the case, wipes out a ruling 

from May by 'a three-judge panel of the same court that 

unanimously agreed to uphold the legality of the ordinance. 

The development marks the latest twist in a long-

running lawsuit pressed by gun show promoters Russell 

and Sallie Nordyke. 

The 9th Circuit has ruled on this suit several times, but 

the US Supreme Court's rulings in the 2008 Heller and 

2010 McDonald cases have strengthened gun rights 

protections and limited local gun control laws at issue in 

the Nordyke case. 

In the May ruling, the 9th Circuit concluded that 

Alameda County's law did not trample on the right to bear 

arms to protect private property, saying it was justified for 

public safety reasons and limited to restricting gun shows 

on government property. 

A majority of the 9th Circuit's full-time judges had to 

approve the decision to rehear the case with an 11-judge 

panel. 

The Nordykes in the late 1990s successfully challenged 

a Santa Clara County restriction on gun shows at the 

county fairgrounds, and county officials abandoned efforts 

to enact an ordi nance to ban them since that time. 

 

Norway massacre shooter insane 

Psychiatrists assessing self-confessed Norwegian mass 

killer Anders Behring Breivik have concluded that he is 

suffering from paranoid schizophrenia, but their report 

must still be reviewed by a panel of forensic psychiatrists. 

They believe he was in a psychotic state both during 

and after the twin attacks on July 22 that led to the deaths 

of 77 people and the injury of 151 more, the BBC reported. 

The GunMag Jan/2012 

 

CLEO approval requirement may be discontinued for 

NFA 

Those interested in suppressors or other NFA-controlled 

arms will be pleased to learn that the requirement to get the 

local chief of police or sheriff's approval on the required 

federal form may be on the way out, according to the 

Dealer Wire. 

The forms have been a problem for many people 

because some chief law enforcement officers (CLEOs) 

have simply refused to process the applications required by 

the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives. 

At the inception of the National Firearms Act, the idea was 

to get the person in front of the chief or sheriff—who was 

expected to know the "problem children" in his or her 

jurisdiction. That was potentially appropriate years ago 

before the advent of the National Instant (Background) 

Check (NICS) System. 

The National Firearms Act Trade & Collectors 

Association (NFATCA) has sought removal of the CLEO 

requirement for the last six years, according to NFATCA 

Executive Director and Board Member Jeff Folloder. 

"There wasn't a lot of high profile aspects of the effort," 

he said in a phone interview. "It was a lot of drudgery and 

detail work trying to get the ATF to go along with 

removing that requirement." 

They eventually did and ran the recommendation up to 

US Department of Justice. The proposal was returned to 

NFA Branch for some clarifications. These were completed 

and the recommendation was sent back up. 

Clearing the CLEO requirement off of Forms 1 and 4 

has been approved by the DOJ. The revised Forms are 

being laid out and sent to Office of Management and 

Budget. They'll examine the proposed regulations and 

forms change and open the proceeding up for public 

comments. When that process is completed, they'll approve 

the printing run and disseminate the forms. 

Unless something derails the process, the road to federal 

registration of NFA arms may be smoothed by the NICS 

process. The GunMag Jan/2012 

 

SCOTUS Declines to Clarify Loading Question 

The US Supreme Court on Nov. 21 declined to take up 

a potentially important gun rights case examining whether 

a federal regulation banning loaded firearms from vehicles 

in a government park violated the constitutional right to 

keep and bear arms, the Christian Science Monitor 

reported. 

Lawyers for a Virginia man had asked the justices to 

examine a question left largely unresolved in the high 

court’s two prior landmark rulings identifying the scope 

and substance of Second Amendment protections. The 
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question is: Does the Second Amendment guarantee a right 

to bear arms in public for personal protection? The court 

dismissed the case in a oneline order without comment. 

The action leaves lower court rulings intact and postpones 

the prospect of high court clarification on a key gun rights 

issue. 

The dismissed appeal, Masciandaro v. US, had asked 

the court to examine whether Americans have a right to 

carry loaded weapons in public places for self-defense. 

The rejected appeal stemmed from the June 2008 arrest 

of Sean Masciandaro for carrying a loaded handgun in his 

car on national park land. Masciandaro and his girlfriend 

were sleeping in his car which was parked improperly in a 

lot on park land along the Potomac River near Alexandria, 

VA. 

A US Park Police officer woke Masciandaro by tapping 

on the window. 

When Masciandaro produced his driver’s license, the 

officer noticed a large knife protruding from under the 

front seat. The officer asked Masciandaro if he had any 

other weapons. When he answered that he also had a 

loaded handgun, the officer placed Masciandaro under 

arrest. 

Masciandaro said he often slept in his car while 

traveling on business and that he kept the gun for self-

defense. The park where he was arrested was only 20 miles 

from his home in Woodbridge, VA. 

Masciandaro was convicted of violating the federal 

regulation, and fined $150. 

While his appeal was pending, the government changed 

its regulation, allowing the carrying of loaded firearms on 

federal land whenever that conduct is permitted under state 

law. 

In addition, three weeks after his arrest, the Supreme 

Court issued its decision in the Heller case. 

A panel of the 4th US Circuit Court of Appeals 

affirmed Masciandaro’s conviction, ruling that he had 

violated the law as it existed at the time of his offense. 

The appeals court also ruled that the federal ban on 

loaded firearms in vehicles on park land was a reasonable 

regulation within the government’s power to enact and 

enforce Two of the three judges declined to address the 

underlying issue of whether the Second Amendment 

protects a right to carry loaded firearms in public for self 

defense. “We think it prudent to await direction from the 

court itself,” Circuit Judge J. Harvie Wilkinson wrote. 

The Second Amendment Foundation (SAF) filed a 

friend of the court brief challenging Judge Wilkinson’s 

perspective on the issue. 

“No court should wish to feel responsible for a violent 

crime that could have been averted or disrupted had the 

court not ‘miscalculated as to Second Amendment rights’ 

and left the victim without arms for defense,” Alan Gura 

wrote in a brief urging the high court to take up the case. 

In urging the Supreme Court not to take up the 

Masciandaro case, US Solicitor General Donald Verrilli 

said the government’s substantial interest in promoting 

public safety justified the federal ban on loaded weapons 

on federal land. The GunMag Jan/2012 

 

THE BULLET 

Jogger’s odd gear causes response 

Long Hoang, 29, of San Jose 

wears a cardio mask and weighted 

vest by CrossFit. (Photo courtesy of 

Long Hoang.) 

We’ve become a very jumpy 

society, sometimes overreacting to 

strange sights and people. 

For instance, when a man 

wearing unusual jogging gear that 

looked like a gas mask and what 

some thought was body armor was seen trying to jam 

something into a Post Office drop box in San Jose, CA, 

another postal customer sounded the alarm and first 

responders turned out in force. 

The call touched off a full scale response, complete 

with the police bomb squad and a robot, the Fire 

Department’s hazmat unit and the postal inspector, 

according to the Mercury News. The bomb squad’s robot 

detonated the package, which turned out, police said, to be 

a bunch of unwanted calendars. 

The post office was shut down for about four hours with 

150 employees and customers tucked away in the back. In 

the end, police said the suspicious-looking jogger was only 

working out in hard-core, albeit odd-looking, exercise gear. 

“The guy said he was wearing a cardio mask,” said Sgt. 

Jason Dwyer. 

“It was his cardio day, and he was trying to lose 

weight.” Long Hoang, the college student jogger, reported 

that about 12 weeks earlier, he became an avid follower of 

the CrossFit exercise regimen, which he said, combines 

“this really creative combination of weight lifting, 

gymnastics and rowing.” He wears the mask to simulate 

high-altitude training. 

Still, Hoang says he won’t be jogging to the post office 

again anytime soon. The GunMag Jan/2012 

 

ATF classifies pot scrubber a silencer 

 Has the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco Firearms and 

Explosives added a “Kitchen Sink” branch? David Codrea 

the National Gun Rights Examiner, was perhaps first to 

report that the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 

Explosives (ATF) Firearms Technology Branch had 

deemed “Chore Boy copper cleaning pads, along with 

fiberglass insulation,” a firearm, subject to registration and 

a $200 transfer tax. 

Codrea cited an official ATF letter obtained by the Gun 

Rights Examiner reveals issued in response to an attorney 

inquiry signed by John R. Spencer, chief, Firearms 

Technology Branch. 
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The letter offered one of the more creatively restrictive 

assessments since ATF declared a shoestring to be a 

machinegun, Codrea observed. 

The rationale Spencer uses: A silencer is a firearm per 

US Code, subject to National Firearms Act registration and 

transfer tax requirements. 

“[S]ound/gas absorbing materials manufactured from 

Chore Boy copper cleaning pads, along with fiberglass 

insulation, constitute a silencer…” “Therefore, it is illegal 

for an individual to replace deteriorated material within an 

already-registered suppressor without an approved ATF 

Form 1, ‘Application to Make and Register a Firearm,’” 

along with a “$200.00 making tax” and “a ‘no-marking’ 

variance…since there is no viable area in which to apply a 

serial number to the sound-absorbing material.” And 

further, Codrea observed, an otherwise-lawful owner of a 

registered silencer probably ought to find something else to 

clean pots and pans with, as possession of an unspecified 

quantity of Chore Boy cleaning pads could be considered a 

“stockpile.” The GunMag Jan/2012 

 

Grocery burglar in CA crashes out 

Maybe he didn’t have one of those discount cards 

grocery chains issue these days, or else he was in private 

enterprise as copper recycler, but he crashed out big time. 

An Albertson’s supermarket in Garden Grove, CA, was 

evacuated in November after a burglary suspect fell 

through the ceiling to the ground near a cash register, CBS 

Los Angeles reported. 

Police say around 9:30 p.m., a female shopper reported 

seeing a man’s leg descend from the ceiling before 

disappearing again. The customer then alerted the store’s 

manager before the suspect suddenly came crashing to the 

ground by the checkout lane. 

At least a dozen police officers along with a fire truck 

responded immediately. 

Police used fire ladders to search the crawlspace above 

the ceiling for more suspects, but none was found. 

Officials believe the man, who remained in custody, 

was attempting to steal copper wiring from the 

supermarket. The GunMag Jan/2012 

 

MD flash mob shoplifts 7-Eleven  

Here’s a story from the “It Takes a Village” file. 

About 50 people simultaneously shoplifted from a 

Silver Spring, MD, 7- Eleven on the night of Nov. 19, 

according to an NBC News Washington report. 

Officers arriving at the store after 11:20 p.m. saw 

several people gathered in surrounding parking lots and on 

side streets, police said. They began to disperse when 

police arrived. The shoplifters—described as teens and 

young adults—took items including snacks and drinks, 

police said Police stopped a group of six people ages 16-18 

in the neighborhood. Each had items from the 7-Eleven but 

no receipts, police said. Detectives were reported 

investigating whether the shoplifters had attended a 

birthday party in the area, police said. 

In August, a flash mob of dozens of young people 

entered a 7-Eleven in Germantown and took items without 

paying, police said. 

Flash mob crime in the county has prompted lawmakers 

to consider teen loitering legislation and a teen curfew. The 

GunMag Jan/2012 

 

 
 

Feds, state officials abuse police powers to push policies   

Federal and state law enforcement officials seem to be 

abusing their police powers and manipulating the media in 

order to revise an old anti-gun legislative agenda. 

I don’t know if Niccolo Machiavelli, the early 16th 

century Italian historian considered the father of modern 

political science, would be impressed. 

But he should be, because officials in the US 

Department of Justice (DOJ) and the New York State 

Attorney General’s office have opened new avenues to 

control gun owners. 

At the federal level, it appears that new evidence may 

confirm what many observers have suspect for a long 

time:  that Obama administration officials were plotting to 

use the consequences of flawed Operation Fast and Furious 

to further a gun-control agenda. 

Sharyl Attkisson of CBS News  reported on Dec. 7 that 

the emails show  agents from the Bureau of Alcohol,  

Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives  (ATF) discussing how 

they would use  Fast and Furious to “argue for 

controversial  new rules about gun sales.”  “ATF officials 

didn’t intend to  publicly disclose their own role in  letting 

Mexican cartels obtain the  weapons, but emails show they 

discussed  using the sales, including sales  encouraged by 

ATF, to justify a new  gun regulation called ‘Demand 

Letter  3,’ ” Attkisson reported. “That would require some 

US gun shops to report the sale of multiple rifles or ‘long 

guns.’  Demand Letter 3 was so named because it would be 

the third ATF program demanding gun dealers report 

tracing information.”  First came the questionable 

government claim to support new gun control laws that 

90% of the guns fueling the drug wars in Mexico came 

from US retail outlets. While this was being disputed, the 

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, 

along with the DOJ, were actually encouraging mass retail 

sales to possible traffickers and paid informers. 

But they lost track of the guns they claimed they were 

tracing, and worse yet, they never informed the Mexican 

authorities so they could try and track the guns on their 

side of the border. 

Meanwhile, the US was selling weapons to Mexico 

under another program called “direct commercial sales” for 

military and law enforcement use. Even though the 
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Mexican military  recently reported nearly 9,000 police  

weapons “missing,” the US has approved  the sale of more 

guns to Mexico  in recent years than ever before,  

according to CBS News. 

It looks more and more that by creating a problem the 

anti-gunners can propose and enact a legislative solution. 

The same stratagem seems to be in vogue in New York 

Attorney General  Eric Schneiderman’s office. 

Schneiderman, a notoriously anti-gun state senator 

before he became AG, in early December issued press 

releases about an undercover “sting” investigation of gun 

shows that had been ongoing since May 2011. 

Schniederman’s probe involved undercover 

investigators making buys without background checks at 

gun shows, as required under New York law. That led first 

to charges against 10 people selling guns at various shows 

around the state. 

The way the press releases were written, the print and 

electronic media reported it as the arrest of 10 New York 

gun dealers for illegal guns sales. 

The only problem is that the 10 who were charged were 

not dealers, but individuals making private sales, even after 

they were advised by the “sting” agents that they probably 

could not pass a background check. 

Schneiderman’s press release made it plain that it was 

not the guns or even the private sales that was his concern 

but the gun show promoters. 

Needless to say, no one waited long before 

Schneiderman got together with the state’s junior senator, 

Kirsten Gillibrand, a Democrat like the AG,  to announce 

that she was filing new  federal legislation “to crack down 

on  corrupt gun dealers and eliminate  the steady flow of 

illegal guns into  New York.”  Of course, New York Mayor 

Michael Bloomberg of earlier “sting” infamy and the 

Brady Campaign were holding the coats of Gillibrand and 

Schneiderman. 

Gillibrand’s forthcoming bill will be captioned the 

“Gun Trafficking Prevention Act of 2011.” It hadn’t been 

filed  yet as this issue of TheGunMag.com  went to press, 

but the DC press  conference made it clear that it is  aimed 

at preventing any private sales  without a background 

check, and  possible closing down most gun shows  under 

an expensive paperwork and  legal burden. 

You’ll soon be reading and hearing more about these 

new efforts to resurrect some old gun show legislation that 

has been kicking around Washington, DC, and Albany for 

years without being passed. Gun shows, and private sales 

of all kinds at flea markets, shooting matches, or anywhere 

else have always been a prime concern of the anti-gun 

community. 

I have always contended that what they are most 

concerned about is the social interaction at guns shows. 

The shows offer an opportunity for the grassroots activists 

to get informed and to mobilize against new gun 

restrictions  just such as those that Gillibrand and 

Scheiderman are now proposing. 

If you need further proof that the New York “sting” at 

least was not intended to prosecute wrongdoing, listen to 

this. 

The 10 individuals recently charged in New York have 

already been released in contemplation of dismissal if they 

stay out of trouble of any kind for the next six months. 

Some consider that no more than a slap on the wrist. 

However, TheGunMag.com has been informed that the 

individual gun show promoters involved have been served 

with papers demanding records of all the background 

checks conducted at their shows for the past three years. 

This story will be continued. The lawyers will be busy 

and the gun show promoters will be wondering if they want 

to continue mounting shows with all the NICS warnings 

and security that they have had for years with the attendant 

higher cost of more legal counsel. 

Whether Gillibrand’s bill can pass in the current 

Congress remains to be seen, but surely it is clear that the 

perseverance of the anti-gunners is unlimited. The GunMag 

Jan/2012 
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================================ 
 

SAF --NEWS RELEASES 
   

An open letter to New York Mayor 

Bloomberg and Mayors Against Illegal 

Guns 
 

Dear Mayor Bloomberg: 

 [1/06/2012] Recent news accounts have once again revealed 

an ugly truth about New York City: Through the adoption and 

enforcement of Draconian firearms regulations, the Big Apple is 

rotten to its core for treating a fundamental, constitutionally-

protected civil right as a felony. 

These laws have recently entrapped a Marine Corps veteran, 

a female medical student, and the co-founder of the Tea Party 

Patriots organization. Their crime - at least in your jurisdiction - 

is that they traveled with firearms that are perfectly legal to 

possess anywhere else in the United States.  

Mayor Bloomberg, when you created Mayors Against Illegal 

Guns, you made it clear that New York style gun laws should 

apply across the nation. You also claimed your intent was not to 

infringe on Second Amendment rights, and that your proposals 

were "moderate."  

Laws that penalize American citizens for exercising a civil 

right are hardly moderate. They reduce your credibility as a 

public servant and reinforce your image as a demagogue reigning 

over a gulag where the Constitution does not apply, and citizens 

who cross the Hudson River become political prisoners for 

exercising their rights. 

Such nonsense provides the foundation for our latest book 

Shooting Blanks - Facts Don't Matter to the Gun Ban Crowd . 

Let's look at the people your city's gun laws have entrapped. 
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 Marine Corps veteran Ryan Jerome is an 

Indiana resident with a permit to carry in that 

state. He had no criminal history until he tried 

to do the right thing by asking a security 

officer at the Empire State Building where he 

could check his firearm. He was arrested, 

jailed for 48 hours, and now faces a possible 

felony charge and up to 15 years in prison if 

convicted.  
 

It may shock you, Mr. Mayor, but millions of average 

citizens regularly carry firearms for their personal protection. 

This includes veterans like Mr. Jerome, whose service in the 

Marine Corps protected your right to rant about private firearms 

ownership as if it were a plague. The only disease we see is 

social prejudice against gun owners, and you have all the 

symptoms. 

 Meredith Graves of Tennessee traveled to New 

York for a job interview. Licensed to carry in 

her home state, she was with her husband 

when they stopped at the 9/11 memorial to pay 

their respects. When she saw a sign that 

indicated firearms were not allowed, she asked 

a security guard where she might check her 

pistol, carried for her personal protection. She 

was arrested, and now faces the same disgrace 

as Mr. Jerome, simply because, like him, she 

attempted to do the right thing as an honest 

citizen. 
 

Outside of New York City, women can legally arm 

themselves against rapists, robbers, stalkers and murderers, 

taking responsibility for their own safety. They know the police 

cannot always protect them. Because of her arrest, Ms. Graves' 

promising career may be ruined.  

 Tea Party Patriots Chairman Mark Meckler of 

California was arrested - as have been 

countless other law-abiding citizens - at the 

airport after declaring, as required by federal 

law, that he had a firearm in his luggage. He 

legally owns that firearm in his home state and 

has it for his personal safety.  
 

Recently, New York Councilman Peter Vallone, Jr. (D-

Queens) was quoted by the New York Post observing, "Clearly, 

the laws are too strict here." He also admitted that by prosecuting 

people such as Meredith Graves, the city is "shooting our own 

efforts in the foot and giving the rest of the country ammunition." 

Mr. Mayor, when your gun laws are so crazy that even a 

member of the city council is compelled to admit it, you're in 

trouble. When you perpetuate such laws and pretend they are 

sensible, you're in denial. When you defend laws that persecute 

honest citizens; laws that epitomize the term "infringement" and 

clearly violate the Constitution, you're in the Twilight Zone.  

New York is not a city-state, but part of the United States. 

The Constitution applies there as it does in the rest of the nation, 

from Fairbanks to Fort Lauderdale. It is time for you to admit 

that. 

Alan Gottlieb and Dave Workman 
Alan Gottlieb is founder of the Second Amendment Foundation. Dave Workman 

is senior editor of TheGunMag.com. They are co-authors of Shooting Blanks - 

Facts Don't Matter to the Gun Ban Crowd. 

 
***The Second Amendment Foundation (www.saf.org) is the nation's 

oldest and largest tax-exempt education, research, publishing and legal 

action group focusing on the Constitutional right and heritage to 

privately own and possess firearms. Founded in 1974, The Foundation 

has grown to more than 650,000 members and supporters and conducts 

many programs designed to better inform the public about the 

consequences of gun control. SAF has previously funded successful 

firearms-related suits against the cities of Los Angeles; New Haven, CT; 

and San Francisco on behalf of American gun owners, a lawsuit against 

the cities suing gun makers and an amicus brief and fund for the 

Emerson case holding the Second Amendment as an individual right. 
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CCRKBA --NEWS RELEASES 
 

1/01/2012-MOBILE MAYOR’S HYPOCRISY SHOWING 

IN BURGLARY CASE, SAYS CCRKBA 

 

BELLEVUE, WA – Mobile, Alabama Mayor Sam Jones has 

some explaining to do in the wake of a highly-publicized incident 

before Christmas during which he held a burglary suspect at 

gunpoint, the Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear 

Arms said today. 

Jones, a Democrat, is a member of Mayors Against Illegal 

Guns, an organization that has campaigned for stricter gun 

control laws that affect average private citizens. 

But Jones is no average private citizen. According to 

published reports, Jones was returning home from an errand, 

driving his private vehicle. “His bodyguard, who drives the 

mayor’s city vehicle, was not on duty,” the Press-Register 

newspaper reported. And now there are questions about whether 

the mayor has an Alabama carry permit. 

“Here is a municipal mayor who has a bodyguard, and 

believes it is okay for him to carry a gun, but he belongs to an 

organization that consistently works to keep everyone else from 

carrying,” said CCRKBA Chairman Alan Gottlieb. “If the mayor 

is legally licensed, why does he belong to a group that has fought 

to prevent law-abiding citizens from exercising their self-defense 

right? 

“If Mayor Jones doesn’t have a permit,” he continued, “then 

he is a poster child for the double standards that elites like Mayor 

Michael Bloomberg believe separates them from the citizens they 

serve. Either way, Mayor Jones owes it to his constituents to 

show them his carry permit, and to oppose any further attempts 

by Mayors Against Illegal Guns to prevent private citizens from 

exercising their constitutionally-protected right to keep and bear 

arms. 

“It is no surprise that average American citizens are fed up 

with government officials at all levels,” Gottlieb observed. 

“We’re glad that Mayor Jones had the means and the willingness 

to protect his property, but we are stunned and disappointed that 

he belongs to an organization whose very essence is to make it 

virtually impossible for average citizens to do likewise.” 

http://www.saf.org/
http://www.saf.org/
http://www.ccrkba.org/
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 **With more than 650,000 members and supporters 

nationwide, the Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep 

and Bear Arms is one of the nation’s premier gun rights 

organizations. As a non-profit organization, the Citizens 

Committee is dedicated to preserving firearms freedoms 

through active lobbying of elected officials and facilitating 

grass-roots organization of gun rights activists in local 

communities throughout the United States. The Citizens 

Committee can be reached by phone at (425) 454-4911, on 

the Internet at www.ccrkba.org or by email to 

InformationRequest@ccrkba.org. 

 http://www.ccrkba.org/ 

 
CCRKBA --NEWS RELEASES (above): 

 

================================ 

Gun Owners of America  NEWS RELEASES: 
Gun Owners of America E-Mail Alerts 

8001 Forbes Place, Suite 102, Springfield, VA 22151 

Phone: 703-321-8585 / FAX: 703-321-8408 

http://www.gunowners.org/ordergoamem.htm 

 

**Alerts** 
 

1/03/2012-Rep. Gosar Increases Pressure on Holder 

“No Confidence” Resolution Introduced in House 

Representative Paul Gosar (R-AZ) recently introduced a 

resolution expressing “no confidence” in the Attorney General of 

the United States for his role in the Fast and Furious scandal. 

Attorney General Eric Holder has been hauled before 

Congress multiple times to explain a government operation that 

led to thousands of firearms going to violent drug cartels in 

Mexico, and which have turned up at crime scenes on both sides 

of the border. 

Holder initially denied knowing about the operation before 

admitting that “mistakes” were made, yet he remains 

uncooperative with Congress’s efforts to get to the bottom of the 

gunrunning scheme. 

The Department of Justice provided some carefully selected 

information to the House Judiciary Committee, but nothing that 

would reveal who authorized the multi-million dollar, multi-

agency, international operation. 

There are “materials we have not and will not produce,” 

Holder said defiantly in testimony before the committee last 

month. 

In fact, no one within the Department of Justice is being held 

accountable for approving the operation. Rep. James 

Sensenbrenner (R-WI) told Holder during the December hearing 

that bureaucrats have put the wagons “in a pretty tight circle.” 

 “The American people need the truth,” added Rep. 

Sensenbrenner. “They haven’t gotten the truth from what has 

been coming out of the Justice Department in the last year.” 

Holder’s refusal to provide any information regarding who is 

responsible for Fast and Furious has led many lawmakers to 

suspect that the Attorney General himself was intimately 

involved in the operation from the start. 

The Gosar resolution sends a strong message to the Justice 

Department that the government’s reckless disregard of the law 

will not be tolerated. It will also help to raise public awareness of 

a misguided government operation that has contributed to the 

deaths of two U.S. law enforcement officers and some 200 

Mexicans. 

 “It is imperative that the citizens of our nation have 

confidence in our Attorney General,” Congressman Gosar said in 

a statement. “After months of evasive answers, silence and 

outright lies it is time that Congress speak up on behalf of the 

many people who have or will fall victims to the firearms in the 

flawed gunrunning operation Fast and Furious.” 

GOA, which is rallying Congress to use every means 

available to hold the government accountable for wrongdoing in 

Fast and Furious, applauds Rep. Gosar for authoring this 

resolution.   

Click here to contact your own Representative today and urge 

him or her to cosponsor House Resolution 490, stating that 

Congress has “lost confidence” in the Attorney General 

 

12/22/2011-Why hasn't Rick Perry filled out his Second 

Amendment Questionnaire 

Gun Owners of America 

has sent a Second Amendment 

Questionnaire to every 

Presidential candidate for this 

election year. We've gotten 

them back from several of the 

candidates -- even Newt 

Gingrich, after I met with him 

earlier this month to ask why 

he hadn't sent his back. But we 

haven't received one from 

either Rick Perry or Mitt Romney. 

The fact that Romney is not getting his questionnaire back is 

understandable, since he has been all over the map on gun 

ownership. Recently he's sounding pro-gun, but his history is 

anything but that. 

Rick Perry, however, has a solid record on the Second 

Amendment as Governor of Texas, so why isn’t he getting his 

questionnaire back to GOA? I have to believe this is a campaign 

staff decision, which is a bad decision at best. Perry already has a 

good record, so why not fill it out so we can know where he 

stands on issues specific to the presidency? 

Newt Gingrich was far from perfect on the Second 

Amendment when he was Speaker of the House, and he still 

falters on background checks, but at least he gave GOA his 

answers and signed our questionnaire. You have to respect him 

for that. 

I have personally had contact four times with Perry staff who 

all said they would get it done and back to GOA right away, but 

so far it's been lip service and no questionnaire. 

Bottom line -- come on Rick, send GOA a completed and 

signed questionnaire so gun owners across the country can get a 

more complete picture of your views. 

Please encourage Rick Perry to return the GOA questionnaire 

by calling 1-855-887-5627. 

Sincerely, 

Tim Macy 

Vice Chairman 

 

12/19/2011-Year in Review for 2011 

http://www.ccrkba.org/
mailto:InformationRequest@ccrkba.org
http://www.ccrkba.org/
http://www.ccrkba.org/
../../FOAC/FOAC/Publications/Articles/New/Gun%20Owners%20of%20America
http://www.gunowners.org/ordergoamem.htm
http://capwiz.com/gunowners/issues/alert/?alertid=59039501
http://capwiz.com/gunowners/issues/alert/?alertid=59039501
http://capwiz.com/gunowners/issues/alert/?alertid=59039501
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“In the 35 years since its foundation, the GOA has 

maintained its staunch opposition to any form of gun control, 

often taking a harder stand than the NRA.” -- Ben Garrett, 

award-winning journalist, newspaper editor and blogger 

With your help, Gun Owners of America was able to 

accomplish quite a bit in 2011. We thank you for your support, 

which makes this e-mail and web service possible. In order to 

continue serving you into the next year, we hope that you will 

please consider either: 

As we approach the Christmas holidays, we certainly have a 

lot to be thankful for. Here's a partial list of what we 

accomplished together this year. 

January 

* One of the first acts of the Congress in 2011 was to read the 

Constitution aloud, for the first time in history, on the floor of the 

United States House of Representatives. Virginia Rep. Bob 

Goodlatte led the effort in the House and credited GOA for 

helping make it happen. 

“I want to thank Gun Owners of America for early support of 

the idea to read the U.S. Constitution on the House floor and for 

taking the lead to rally the grassroots in support of the Read the 

Constitution effort,” Goodlatte said. 

Of course, reading the Constitution is one thing, abiding by it 

is another. And that is a battle GOA brings to Capitol Hill on a 

daily basis. 

*GOA began a year-long effort to call attention to Fast and 

Furious. This operation that was run out of the Justice 

Department helped criminals buy guns “legally” from American 

gun stores - with the hopes that the ensuing violence would drive 

calls for more gun control. 

February - March 

* GOA began warning its activists that anti-gun Democrats 

might try to attach gun control restrictions on a bill to reauthorize 

funding the FAA (Federal Aviation Administration). These 

proposals included a ban on high capacity magazines; restrictions 

that would end gun shows; and, potentially, a provision stripping 

millions of gun owners of their rights by placing them on “watch 

lists” without any due process of law. 

GOA worked on the Hill by putting pro-gun amendments into 

the hands of certain Senators. Our efforts to counter these 

disastrous proposals with pro-gun initiatives backed the gun 

grabbers into a comer and stymied their plans. 

*GOA and its activists won temporary victories when the 

House voted to repeal the anti-gun ObamaCare law and to adopt 

the Boren-Rehberg amendment -- which would defund ATF’s 

latest gun registry. 

Gun Owners of America contacted every member of the 

House of Representatives prior to winning the votes on 

ObamaCare and Boren-Rehberg. Sadly, both of these victories 

were temporary, as the Democrat Senate refused to go along. 

* GOA began a national campaign to defeat restrictive 

legislation introduced by New York Rep. Carolyn McCarthy (D). 

Her bill, HR 308, would resurrect the ban on high capacity 

magazines which passed during the Clinton administration -- but 

later sunset in 2004. (GOA will spend the year mobilizing gun 

owners against this threat, and can thankfully report that, by 

year's end, her bill has remained bottled up in committee.) 

April-May 

* After President Obama nominated Goodwin Liu to the 

Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, GOA worked hard to alert 

Senators to his extreme, anti-gun record. Like many radical 

progressives, Liu believes that while our Second Amendment 

rights might have been necessary in the 1700s, they are no longer 

needed today. Thanks, in large part, to Liu's radical views on the 

Second Amendment, his nomination was narrowly defeated. 

* Sen. Rand Paul (R-KY) tied the Senate in knots for more 

than a week fighting for a GOAbacked amendment which would 

have protected 4473’s and other gun records from blanket 

searches by the ATF under the so-called PATRIOT Act. 

Because many leaders in his own party refused to back him, 

Sen. Paul was not successful this time, but he put a marker down 

that gun rights would not be violated without a fight from the 

pro-gun community. 

Sen. Paul thanked “Gun Owners of America for their strong 

support of my amendment to protect the privacy of gun owners.” 

June - August 

* GOA activated its grassroots members in opposition to S. 

679, the Cover-up Protection Act -- a bill that would exempt 

hundreds of federal appointees from Senate confirmation, thus 

allowing the President to stack his administration with flaming 

anti-gunners. 

This battle underscored the power of the grassroots -- and the 

effect that phone calls and emails can have upon their elected 

officials. After hearing from thousands upon thousands of GOA's 

activists, Capitol Hill staffers confided to GOA that key Senators 

reversed course and decided to add amendments which would 

require the most important Presidential appointments to still be 

approved by the Senate. 

* The crescendo over the Operation Fast and Furious debacle 

continued to build. Dubbed as Obama's Watergate, Fast and 

Furious highlights the extent that his corrupt administration will 

go to demonize gun owners. GOA has spent the first half of the 

year educating the media and the grassroots over Fast and 

Furious -- and for its part, CBS and Fox News lead the media in 

covering this fiasco. 

September 

* GOA began to energize its grassroots in favor of concealed 

carry reciprocity bill introduced by Georgia Rep. Paul Broun. His 

bill (HR 2900) will allow law-abiding gun owners to carry outof-

state without requiring them to possess a concealed carry permit 

in the state they are visiting. 

*Gun Owners of America briefed an important case before 

the U.S. Supreme Court earlier in the year -- and, in September, 

we won! The Court handed down its decision in Bond v. United 

States, where the U.S. government had made a “federal case” out 

of a domestic dispute involving a Pennsylvania woman who 

injured her neighbor. 

There was absolutely no reason why the federal government 

should have been prosecuting Carol Bond, as opposed to the 

local authorities. So GOA got involved with the intent to help 

drive the federal government back into the parameters as outlined 

in the Constitution -- a result which will, most definitely, benefit 

gun owners. 

October- November 

* In late October, GOA began pressing hard for congressmen 

to start petitioning for Eric Holder's resignation. Within a week, 

the number of Representatives calling for Holder’s resignation 

rose to more than two dozen -- and the number has since doubled 

to more than four dozen. 

* The Obama Administration issued regulations earlier this 

year requiring agencies to lie to the public under certain 

circumstances. GOA alerted its grassroots in October to these 
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regs and urged Congress to defund the administration's ability to 

enforce them. The Administration pulled the regulations within 

the week. 

* In November, Gun Owners Foundation won a Supreme 

Court case in defense of a gun owner in Virginia. Russell Ernest 

Smith had been wrongfully convicted of “willfully and 

intentionally” making a false statement on his 4473 form when 

purchasing a firearm. But GOF believed that the government’s 

argument against Smith was specious. 

So Gun Owners Foundation prepared its amicus brief and 

submitted it on behalf of Mr. Smith. GOF was the only group 

making the case that Smith’s conviction should be overturned. 

After waiting several months for the verdict, the Virginia 

Supreme Court announced its verdict ... and Smith emerged 

victorious. 

What's both interesting and exciting in this case is that, in 

overturning Smith’s conviction, the judges used an argument that 

GOF had made -- an argument which his own lawyer did not 

even make. GOF is clearly making an impact upon the courts in 

defense of gun owners' rights! 

* Concealed carry reciprocity legislation passed on the floor 

of the House by a 272-154 vote. Representatives had two bills to 

choose from -- although the weaker bill passed. The battle now 

moves to the Senate, where GOA will work to amend the 

legislation with the provisions of HR 2900, the “constitutional 

carry” friendly bill. 

December 

* GOA worked hard this year to stall (or defeat) the 

nomination of anti-gun judges. One of Obama’s picks who 

stalled out was Caitlin Halligan, a judicial nominee with a history 

of antigun activism. But with most of the nation focusing its 

attention on the upcoming holidays, GOA had to call the troops 

into battle after Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid tried to ram 

through Halligan’s confirmation in early December. 

* The response of Gun Owners of America members to the 

GOA alert was overwhelming and played an important role in 

defeating the confirmation of Halligan. On the Hill, Gun Owners 

of America briefed Senate offices right up to the time of the vote 

about the danger of confirming Halligan. Thankfully, in a 

procedural maneuver known as a "cloture vote," Reid fell six 

votes short of getting the needed votes to move the nomination 

forward for a final vote. 

 

12/9/2011-House Committee Grills Holder Over Fast and 

Furious  
The government’s “gun walking” scandal heated up a Capitol 

Hill hearing this week.  

Attorney General Eric Holder appeared before the House 

Judiciary Committee for an oversight hearing on the Department 

of Justice, but Operation Fast and Furious dominated the 

discussion. 

Holder, as he has already done numerous times in testimony 

before Congress, coninued his practice of stonewalling and 

deflecting blame for the failed scheme that led to thousands of 

firearms “walking” across the border into Mexico and into the 

hands of violent drug cartels. 

Committee members grilled Holder on misleading Congress, 

not dealing appropriately with the individuals who called the 

shots on Fast and Furious and, even worse, for using the guns 

that the government allowed to “walk” to Mexico as an excuse 

for greater gun control in the U.S. 

Fast and Furious Leading to More Gun Control 

From his opening statement, Rep. Daryl Issa (R-CA), a chief 

congressional investigator looking into Fast and Furious, made 

clear that gun control, not crime control, is really the main 

objective of the Obama administration. 

Rep. Issa pointed to recent ATF regulations to register many 

long-gun purchasers in southwest border states: 

The idea that regulations, without any approval of Congress, 

to create databases in the southwestern states…clearly shows 

that, in fact, this administration is more interested in building 

databases, more interested in talking about gun control than 

actually controlling [the Fast and Furious guns]. 

Rep. Trent Franks (R-AZ), a strong ally of gun owners, 

further pressed the point, assuring Holder that: 

If the American people learned that the motivations for [Fast 

and Furious] was somehow to make a case to deprive them of 

their Second Amendment rights or to make a case to further the 

Department’s ability to further regulate gun rights within the 

United States, that would make them very angry. 

Rep. Franks went on to read from an email between Mark 

Chait, ATF Field Operations Assistant Director, and Bill Newell, 

ATF’s Phoenix Special Agent in Charge of Fast and Furious. 

 Chait wrote: 

Bill - can you see if these guns were all purchased from the 

same [licensed gun dealer] and at one time. We are looking at 

anecdotal cases to support a demand letter on long gun multiple 

sales. Thanks. 

The demand letter Chait was referring to is a regulation 

(which is in violation of federal laws protecting gun owners’ 

privacy) requiring more than 8,500 firearms dealers in four states 

to report multiple sales of long guns to the ATF. 

In other words, the Justice Department helped to create a 

huge mess, and is now seeking more authority to regulate 

firearms to clean it up.  At the same time, the Department has 

taken no action to hold anyone accountable within the 

government. 

No Accountability at ATF 

Rep. Ted Poe (R-TX) questioned the Attorney General about 

holding specific people responsible for the government’s actions. 

“Who is the person in the United States government that 

made the decision…to facilitate the guns going to Mexico,” Rep. 

Poe asked Holder, who claimed not to know. 

After the hearing, Fox News’ Greta Van Susteren brought up 

that question to committee member Steve King (R-IA). 

“Whoever was so stupid to authorize this operation…is still 

sitting there with the Justice Department because no one will tell 

us who the one is with such flawed judgment,” Van Susteren 

said. 

King replied that, “If Eric Holder will not identify that person 

or answer that question, you have to wonder if Eric Holder isn’t 

the person.” 

Holder remains defiant, and has rebuffed calls to step down 

or to fire those involved. 

GOA Petitions Congress to Get ATF off the Backs of Gun 

Owners 

President Obama and his Attorney General are clearly going 

after American gun owners, and they will stop at nothing to 

achieve their goal of more gun control. 

Eric Holder should be fired immediately for his mishandling 

of Fast and Furious, and then further investigated for possible 

criminal wrongdoing. 
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But there needs to be more done, which is why GOA is 

urging Congress to take firearms out of the ATF’s jurisdiction. 

The Fast and Furious scandal is not an isolated incident, but 

just the latest in a long string of abuses by the agency.  As far 

back as 1982, a Senate committee noted that ATF “has trampled 

upon the second amendment by chilling the exercise of the right 

to keep and bear arms by law-abiding citizens.” 

But even in light of its many documented abuses, the agency 

has continued to grow in its budget, personnel, and mission. 

This rogue, unconstitutional agency is dedicated to infringing 

on Americans’ fundamental right to keep and bear arms. And left 

unchecked, they will regulate it right out of existence. 

If you haven’t already signed the petition, please do it today.  

Citing a long string of agency abuses, it asks the Congress to 

exercise its constitutional authority to get the ATF out of the 

firearms business.  The petition goes directly to your 

Representative and two Senators. 

The ATF has abused the rights of gun owners for far too 

long.  If enough Americans make their voices heard, we can do 

away with this unconstitutional agency. 

So please, click here to sign the petition today, and then help 

spread the word. 
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1/03/2012-New Single-Month Record for NICS Background 

Checks 

 NSSF-ADJUSTED NICS CHECKS UP 

24.5% IN 

DECEMBER . . . 

According to the 

National Instant 

Criminal 

Background Check 

System (NICS), 

December 2011 set a new record for the most 

background checks in a single month. The 

December 2011 NSSF-adjusted NICS figure 

of 1,410,937 is an increase of 24.5 percent 

over the NSSF-adjusted NICS figure of 

1,133,371 in December 2010. For comparison, 

the unadjusted December 2011 NICS figure of 

1,854,400 reflects a 22.6 percent increase from 

the unadjusted NICS figure of 1,512,265 in 

December 2010. This marks the nineteenth 

straight month that NSSF-adjusted NICS 

figures have increased when compared to the 

same period the previous year. Read more. 

 CNBC: FIREARM SALES RING IN 2012 

WITH A BANG . . . "Uncertainty in a 

presidential election year. Warriors returning 

from the battlefields. The comeback of the 

hunter. These are just some of the reasons that 

gun experts and advocates cite as reasons why 

firearms makers are ringing in 2012 like 

gangbusters," begins an article published today 

by CNBC. Read the article. 
**Government Relations 

 ATF CRITERIA FACES SCRUTINY ON 

LETTER-RULING PROCESS . . . The case-

by-case basis in which ATF determines via 

private "letter ruling" firearms design and 

manufacturing regulatory compliance issues is 

being questioned both by members of industry 

and lawmakers on Capitol Hill. Critics are 

pointing to inconsistent interpretations of ATF 

regulations and a process that relies on firearm 

manufacturers submitting prototypes for 

examination and evaluation testing to find out 

whether the item complies with the law and 

regulations. Rep. Phil Gingrey (R-Ga.) said of 

ATF's firearms compliance criteria, "When the 

rules are subjective and continue to change, we 

cannot expect these business owners to comply 

with moving target regulations." NSSF has 

urged ATF to promulgate objective criteria 

that would provide industry members clearer 

regulatory guidance. 

 VIRGINIA MAY STREAMLINE 

FIREARM BACKGROUND CHECK 

PROCESS . . . Virginia Gov. Bob McDonnell 

is considering ending the state's criminal 

background check program for firearms 

purchases in favor of the National Instant 

Criminal Background Check System (NICS) 

that is used to screen prospective gun buyers 

for eligibility. The Virginia Firearms 

Transaction Program, a 22-year-old state-

police-administered system for checking the 

criminal history of potential purchasers, is 

unnecessary and redundant since the advent of 

NICS in 1998. NSSF supports states moving to 

have background checks performed by NICS. 

Read more. 

 FORMER ATF HEAD BLAMES 

SUBORDINATES FOR 'FAST AND 

  

http://capwiz.com/gunowners/issues/alert/?alertid=32404501
http://capwiz.com/gunowners/issues/alert/?alertid=32404501
file:///C:/GunOrgs/Pro-Gun/FOAC/FOAC/FOAC/Publications/Articles/New/Gun%20Owners%20of%20America
http://gunowners.org/
http://www.nssf.org/
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=qbu9jncab&v=001Udjluc4seek4n96mN-nNh_O2-vxIl_s_8uIrI0RmeOCtKcTYjAqYmJrzIvwDaoYEL6A0KpLhvkmwvglWIGdCS2c3988e5cK_yW6NZBlqRr73VR1tWvQKGjDUQpZnqbA5Qu_x5FTt-UhDaqdZeyW922oAHBaKPUfQSunNQ9B2fFdWUAU_7sAZ_mD6HzqmsqVWd-tls186toQLV7dVNdyRVxcSdhUK_pE_iF08KzlIC5M9qH0hfVgLQ7ckx18ZFqOFvCKtK-KeWCG6VlFLLUzPg3o3CjH_lDgoDh5UfkA_T7oBMmYUTW-VZIBsVfl0Rmg_mzW9bWa6HU_mOTe-1_ZqAI8DgdZ2BnMBNB_gukyweptZeZsdyBjKEOXHna0kiw31Or0CaJIuB01-jDi2dypHXg%3D%3D
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1109038413295&s=115&e=001EfF1PNkxCfXE0nUHAc6e_D6imnjWZqzg_YKgYXTIS4rYHy-vdfaCUMPDOMwY8pi1PEah0NIv82qrzAxqRrqciClsh0JuV-2hQC2h5b4cC9ft94r-MVCHRcXfsWNnL-YmZ8krUIfoB7QUkfJRlG-3Qg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1109038413295&s=115&e=001EfF1PNkxCfUAONybU6Xjh0v10Bm1H4czcz0UTou06I0sRP4Vg-ofDA0-ypkhYQgM5QPl9bpSrA8RYsP5dJMGUS2ioLaDSFj8cV8jnQEuIKQi4tP7A_D-J-nK05M0ou8g
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1109038413295&s=115&e=001EfF1PNkxCfV3xvyJpiSKCFM5d45gk_07UgszprKxsRBji1YNejD_WAwWBnLwCYoWk_tbsi5lBiTlOuN09BC24iNYU4nxD5DCFuNKOkTyF7XccOEk72UVazz0fuD_krWk9umOuoeLltBJCj37nxvfYWwlSE7qro1TZuqZmSmhS6mgUtqk62rqK-_inX934fQqlf5Jki9SmOM=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1109038413295&s=115&e=001EfF1PNkxCfV3xvyJpiSKCFM5d45gk_07UgszprKxsRBji1YNejD_WAwWBnLwCYoWk_tbsi5lBiTlOuN09BC24iNYU4nxD5DCFuNKOkTyF7XccOEk72UVazz0fuD_krWk9umOuoeLltBJCj37nxvfYWwlSE7qro1TZuqZmSmhS6mgUtqk62rqK-_inX934fQqlf5Jki9SmOM=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1109038413295&s=115&e=001EfF1PNkxCfXupuA6RSMEQ-5pnHU7yFLF5vYuNQnZgGznTisnsLVCej8n12bM5LxnNMB-41PfFon67zPZmrP9zfFXmes1SoUBWS11sC3J_iiE93LGz9x0VpMxUzA2QM2cMLBo2ja_Iw5eLGxIEmhSv4WmPVoKrrb04Lx1lkGaOpQDXiz6GR5stHGn0G7q4A3e
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1109038413295&s=115&e=001EfF1PNkxCfX26GKD51m6vLQX7Tab9Hnp25CJXI2u_NizVTOy-BknTYTOK2jXa78YbFwqXbhEppg5VbXTEMsQ0MSRnuXlzNa5S3Sw3F8hgeqGKicWLHiVsNmmIDxTa9sxC7DekXT1vimnCvbgrDX97w==
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FURIOUS' . . . In a confidential deposition 

with congressional investigators, the then-head 

of ATF Kenneth E. Melson blamed agents, 

field supervisors and even his top command 

for never advising him that for more than a 

year his agency allowed illegal gun sales along 

the southwestern U.S. border, The Los 

Angeles Times reports.  

 VISIT NICS AT SHOT SHOW . . . NICS 

Section representatives will be on hand to 

debut new resources and tools developed for 

FFLs and their customers. Many of the tools 

have been developed at the request of the 

firearms retailers to improve their NICS 

experience. Please allow time to stop by and 

visit with the NICS Section representatives at 

booth No. 2809 for live demonstrations of 

these resources and tools. 
 

12/19/2011-Government Relations 

 FIREARMS AND COMMERCE REPORT 
. . . ATF last week released its updated report, 

Firearms Commerce in the United States 2011, 

which contains information about domestic 

firearms manufacturing, as well as the 

importation and exportation of firearms. The 

guide is posted at www.atf.gov. 

 ATF/INDUSTRY VETERANS OPEN 

IMPORT/EXPORT CONSULTING 

BUSINESSES . . . Two ATF/industry 

veterans have each recently moved on to new 

phases in their careers: consulting businesses. 

After retiring from ATF recently, 35-year 

veteran Larry White has established an import 

consulting business, Arms Trade Solutions. 

White started his career with ATF in 1976, 

spending the past 19 years in the imports 

arena, most recently as industry liaison/analyst 

for the Firearms and Explosives Services 

Division. He can be contacted at 703-855-

7330. Another industry veteran, Kim Pritula, 

now serves as president of KMP Global 

Consulting, which provides guidance and 

expertise to firearms industry companies on 

export compliance, export sales and ATF 

compliance. Pritula has more than 25 years of 

experience in the field, most recently serving 

as Sturm, Ruger's director of export/ATF 

compliance and security. She can be contacted 

at 603-382-8974.  

 FOREIGN CORRUPT PRACTICES ACT 

COMPLIANCE TRAINING ONLINE . . . 

Small and midsize companies are just as likely 

to be investigated by the U.S. Department of 

Justice for Foreign Corrupt Practices Act 

(FCPA) violations as large, multinational 

corporations. The penalties for violating the 

FCPA are too great not to take NSSF's free 

Global Anti-Corruption online training course. 

You'll need your member ID and password, so 

if you've forgotten both or either, please email 

Samantha Hughes, NSSF member services 

coordinator, at shughes@nssf.org. 

 'RESTORING THE REPUTATION OF 

ATF' . . . J.J. Green, national security 

correspondent for WTOP in Washington, 

D.C., recently interviewed Interim ATF 

Director B. Todd Jones about his first 90 days 

on the job. Read and listen to the interview 

here 
 

12/12/2011-Documents: ATF Considered Using 'Fast and 

Furious' to Make Case for Regulations 

CBS NEWS REPORT . . . CBS News last week reported that 

emails show an ATF official discussed using rifles sold by 

retailers cooperating with ATF in its flawed "Fast and Furious" 

to justify ATF's multiple-sales reporting requirement for certain 

rifles then being considered by ATF. In July of this year, ATF 

sent demand letters to 8,700 retailers in the four Southwest 

border states. Read the full story at CBSNews.com. 

**Government Relations 

 'DON'T LIE' LAUNCHES IN 

NORTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA . . . In 

a continuing effort to help stop illegal 

purchases of firearms, the Don't Lie for the 

Other Guy campaign was launched in 

northeastern Pennsylvania last week. The 

Don't Lie message, "Buy a gun for someone 

who can't, and buy yourself ten years in jail," 

was delivered at a press conference in 

Scranton featuring NSSF Senior Vice 

President and General Counsel Lawrence G. 

Keane and senior representatives from ATF. 

Residents and visitors to the area will see 

Don't Lie billboards, transit signs and posters 

as well as hear the Don't Lie public service 

announcement over the next month. 

 ATF TO AMEND REGULATIONS 

CONCERNING NON-IMMIGRANT 

ALIENS . . . ATF last week published a letter 

to all FFLs explaining that the Department of 

Justice's Office of Legal Counsel determined 

that ATF's interpretation of which aliens 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1109038413295&s=115&e=001EfF1PNkxCfX_wrvkOZDMneBZPYH0Fn8Kf2uhHA2-QAyGiRkP1N2_kSov1cfQbegqyEQ4sPEKFn3J7ZC3C1LnorkGSAgeObQALIsHVgI5u78OVqBUd3TNHyI24xnjGJqxCLo7ZNdVvsxMzlrZLLfYmp6bMTgopLUVg7w_LQiopvfm-uUF9H6pClM1S4GYAf50TwsJ3HK9IcDMft0gggPhTQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1109038413295&s=115&e=001EfF1PNkxCfX_wrvkOZDMneBZPYH0Fn8Kf2uhHA2-QAyGiRkP1N2_kSov1cfQbegqyEQ4sPEKFn3J7ZC3C1LnorkGSAgeObQALIsHVgI5u78OVqBUd3TNHyI24xnjGJqxCLo7ZNdVvsxMzlrZLLfYmp6bMTgopLUVg7w_LQiopvfm-uUF9H6pClM1S4GYAf50TwsJ3HK9IcDMft0gggPhTQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1109038413295&s=115&e=001EfF1PNkxCfUGvwxPPotePsJZJQuY5_c-bMDzGyXYMPM9SnDmv3Zb_zlig7e2U-nHYb_f9a4TvGLrB2uu1Q5JiiS-gHvJ4DFb15LF8ZYMj8Oc4uYfx088X73RM8I2QHIiMMackHUlVHLnxggCrvSYNyvmYMf6p_JunRAE53wwW3o=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1108982017859&s=115&e=001mdXScXaUS0edt5HgisTi-ulWQFn3EkekuqzbTenb_gr1V4l44gqmTlLjomtTdeJ6SRfO8lp4tdDt06w69bfwlR2Kl6fXa14VZB0bdcPuSf0Li3cMItrHw3FPE9NVu5emw1kHrcYL6rs6PjXubNz2cif33_jF1dSHcoO5dWybvGIKuR--0EtyxQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1108982017859&s=115&e=001mdXScXaUS0eLALpfVHa98PuiPPE40Si6i-M4wFZeZklUXgnhKa5pNOHhpg1uZU1g4zm7xATEq5FhGxrPzCTTVTGqVfandrtMlxzfBnXlGXo=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1108982017859&s=115&e=001mdXScXaUS0d223a01IIIiCFG3xVSdTvrCY69pO7erst0pV6xOCxxYtSxq613JnIjQLTT9QFKo6jZpidzmClJnuzWPD7iH25AbA6SYEXmpVil_OK5yMV8AIU-s-NHt-mR1A_lJxsyRyb8bdxfZYhhgW-7f9ORVJ3C
mailto:shughes@nssf.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1108982017859&s=115&e=001mdXScXaUS0fUfDDKwzrFO1wMWV3xKI47VyIBx523Clps4z1GTNeeQCZ_KpVj_7anwZO3n7GQhJkMfc-sQ6WfupPkmc67E3YCXLP0h3r34JZM4hLcjLirwHcyWLNnWtLA_cC1DaIUSgTaYdEH8QP8Ig==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1108982017859&s=115&e=001mdXScXaUS0fUfDDKwzrFO1wMWV3xKI47VyIBx523Clps4z1GTNeeQCZ_KpVj_7anwZO3n7GQhJkMfc-sQ6WfupPkmc67E3YCXLP0h3r34JZM4hLcjLirwHcyWLNnWtLA_cC1DaIUSgTaYdEH8QP8Ig==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1108953410369&s=115&e=0014efMog_lSGJjvmIF263LJHSWbIyj_qPn8gdU9Qk__1DBuVkJk4vOF2qtbecHphjyyC7oH6VmjQluEfGTngihXfPNWHPA_WmihEKvTjsYKc-m7pMPOSJs4hp3wM8zAPda4CvqtxnFdfPE2gH-FIdCNtms91Tczcf5F1ydRpwlOUq-zcZH9ENP_se4sB3L6R-g799ZRCqDWDLdeuAB6kf6a9PkUQLBvHxA5jPI0y-22UDxlh8ayedFc9xYIIDVmhvA
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1108953410369&s=115&e=0014efMog_lSGLMmoIAj3xeP7ospjYacceShD_MXFGrXULcl-Hck94Ueoi-hAfQ9aZUbsu2ye4ntXRrr7zJmfjd06vEb-bSwgP6Wa3JO12K37_KySZapXtaT7uxN1-qHjk1IbJM3MLu8Cgnrz9MV8MSCt-tiJTrq-SeKPn1FHJL3P7IBWt8hfBpVgksN7lW2Sfxv491-3W4MnMyztsmGIUfMADB4AMSzYY1b2_x_AgvzHU=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1108953410369&s=115&e=0014efMog_lSGLMmoIAj3xeP7ospjYacceShD_MXFGrXULcl-Hck94Ueoi-hAfQ9aZUbsu2ye4ntXRrr7zJmfjd06vEb-bSwgP6Wa3JO12K37_KySZapXtaT7uxN1-qHjk1IbJM3MLu8Cgnrz9MV8MSCt-tiJTrq-SeKPn1FHJL3P7IBWt8hfBpVgksN7lW2Sfxv491-3W4MnMyztsmGIUfMADB4AMSzYY1b2_x_AgvzHU=
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present in the U.S. are prohibited from 

purchasing, receiving or possessing a firearm 

under the Gun Control Act (GCA) is overly 

broad. The GCA's prohibition only applies to 

aliens admitted under a nonimmigrant visa. 

Some nonimmigrant aliens, including most 

Canadian visitors, as well as aliens admitted 

under the Visa Waiver program, are not 

prohibited and may lawfully purchase 

firearms. However, ATF cautions FFLs to 

continue using the current form and abide by 

current regulations, which remain the law, 

while ATF expeditiously works to amend the 

regulations and form. 

 SUPPORT GROWS FOR VETERANS' 

FIREARMS HERITAGE ACT . . . Legislation 

introduced by Rep. Denny Rehberg (R-Mont.), 

the Veterans' Firearms Heritage Act, enjoys 

strong bi-partisan support and has reached 219 

co-sponsors in the House. This NSSF-backed 

legislation corrects a law that treats World 

War II and Korean War-era veterans like 

criminals for not registering war-relic firearms 

with the federal government. Read more. 
 

NSSF Bullet Points (above): 

 

================================ 

USSA News Alerts (below): 

U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance Foundation 
801 Kingsmill Parkway, Columbus, OH  43229 

Ph. 614/888-4868 • Fax 614/888-0326 

Website: www.ussportsmen.org • E-mail: 

info@ussportsmen.org 
U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance 

 

12/22/2011-Top News: 

 Helping Through Giving 

It’s the end of the year, hunting and trapping 

are in full swing and the U.S. Sportsmen’s 

Alliance (USSA) and the U.S. Sportsmen’s 

Alliance Foundation have been working non-

stop protecting and advancing our outdoor 

heritage.  

 Ready, Set, Trap 

Trapping continues to be a hot topic in some 

regions, and a target for anti-trapping 

organizations everywhere. The robust fur 

markets in some regions of the country today 

are proof that trapping is here to stay for a 

long, long time. Trapping is definitely an 

important hobby, outdoors pursuit, and vital 

tool for wildlife managers. 

 Wildlife Land Trust Not to Be Trusted 

If you have never heard of the Wildlife Land 

Trust, now could be a good time to take note. 

This project is a subsidiary of the Humane 

Society of the United States (HSUS), the 

country’s largest animal rights group.   This 

anti-hunting trust reported control or 

ownership of more than 100 “sanctuaries” in 

38 states.  
 

12/19/2011-HSUS Casts Dark Cloud Over American 

Agriculture in 2011 

Courtesy of the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance/ 

www.ussportsmen.org. 

The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS), through 

its quest to become a mainstream organization, has again resorted 

to “backdoor” tactics by partnering with—or possibly forcing its 

agenda on—the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). 

Those HSUS efforts to infiltrate USDA regulations were 

recently exposed on the floor of U.S. Capital with testimony by 

Senator Jerry Moran (R-Kansas). 

Moran noted in his Nov. 2, 2011 comments that he 

discovered U.S. Department of Agriculture memos authorizing 

the USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 

(APHIS) to hold a forum—at taxpayer expense—on animal 

rights and agriculture. In fact, another memorandum noted that a 

prior meeting with HSUS and USDA staffers was held to “set the 

agenda” for the upcoming forum. Moran noted in his Senate 

testimony that USDA met with HSUS despite it being an animal 

rights organization and “no friend to rural America, farmers or 

ranchers.” 

“HSUS spends their dollars lobbying against rural America 

and farmers and ranchers,” stated Sen. Moran. “Tax documents 

show that HSUS spends less than one percent of its budget on 

animal shelters.” 

In a March 2011 HSUS news release, the group applauded 

the U.S. Department of Agriculture for launching a new database 

to increase public access to information regarding research 

facilities and other entities regulated under the Animal Welfare 

Act. The new database came about, however, as a result of a 

lawsuit settlement agreement between USDA and the HSUS 

about access to animal research records under the Freedom of 

Information Act. 

The HSUS had sued the USDA, and many taxpayer dollars 

were spent defending against the HSUS suit that was filed in 

2005. Details are at 

http://www.humanesociety.org/news/press_releases/2011/03/usd

a_animal_care_records_database_032911.html. Was this an 

HSUS effort to gain more control over the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture? 

Many other HSUS actions showcase their efforts to attack 

and infiltrate the agriculture industry. 

Another September 2011 HSUS news release reveals that 

other groups are joining the HSUS in their costly and bitter ballet 

initiatives directed at farms, ranches and agriculture. 

“In Ohio, in 2010, The HSUS—and many of our traditional 

allies such as Farm Sanctuary, Mercy For Animals, the Toledo 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qbu9jncab&et=1108953410369&s=115&e=0014efMog_lSGLncTAlv2hF7LGLQcIgwGIYRmdDdvrUxehnXk7POkkvcglvdqNYAWLc0BcQLsUCDXYuxdjmxYWEZHuaqn-rEdCFcpB9mePkpEWSQGsLUDwSnb04E2_0BA1RttBCVlP5ZP_KdeuJQTln898S9Z0acJ9eTsWYZygT8IasRsMkaX7AVg-27muUIEYTt4HmF2T8MMx1Kxw4ST7GPssVWCWCtg7T
http://www.nssf.org/
http://www.ussportsmen.org/Page.aspx?pid=240
http://www.ussportsmen.org/
mailto:info@ussportsmen.org
http://www.ussportsmen.org/Page.aspx?pid=240
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2959&srcid=8216&srctid=1&erid=10700737&trid=7ae575b6-3236-4138-96b3-c1fc6b809f63
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2958&srcid=8216&srctid=1&erid=10700737&trid=7ae575b6-3236-4138-96b3-c1fc6b809f63
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2957&srcid=8216&srctid=1&erid=10700737&trid=7ae575b6-3236-4138-96b3-c1fc6b809f63
http://www.ussportsmen.org/
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2facissearch.aphis.usda.gov%2fLPASearch%2ffaces%2fWarning.jspx&srcid=8201&srctid=1&erid=10646071&trid=6a36158f-b1fe-4b9a-87dd-dee26ff5fb08
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.humanesociety.org%2fnews%2fpress_releases%2f2011%2f03%2fusda_animal_care_records_database_032911.html&srcid=8201&srctid=1&erid=10646071&trid=6a36158f-b1fe-4b9a-87dd-dee26ff5fb08
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.humanesociety.org%2fnews%2fpress_releases%2f2011%2f03%2fusda_animal_care_records_database_032911.html&srcid=8201&srctid=1&erid=10646071&trid=6a36158f-b1fe-4b9a-87dd-dee26ff5fb08
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Area Humane Society, the Ohio Environmental Stewardship 

Alliance, and others—waged a campaign to place a measure on 

the statewide ballot to phase out a variety of the most inhumane 

factory farming practices,” reports HSUS’s Wayne Pacelle in a 

blog about Ohio and farming. 

The HSUS has also focused their agriculture “sights” on 

Nebraska.  

A Sept. 14, 2011 blog by HSUS’s Wayne Pacelle decried 

Nebraska Governor Dave Heineman as “ill-informed and 

patently dishonest.”  This was because the Governor held a series 

of meetings with ranchers and farm groups across the state to tell 

them that HSUS was attempting to force its way into the state 

and is definitely no friend to farming or the agriculture industry. 

HSUS also boasted it had “…hammered out agreements in 

California, Colorado, Maine, Michigan, and Ohio on farm animal 

welfare….” Of course those agreements were often the results of 

lawsuits or threats of costly ballot initiatives by HSUS. 

 In May 2011, another HSUS release noted the group’s 

pleasure when Florida's “lawmakers chose not to enact 

agribusiness' proposal to criminalize taking photographs or 

videos of farm animals.” Seems HSUS videos being taken by 

“planted” HSUS employees at farms have appeared on television 

shows as documentaries or in national news programs as actual 

news. Yet, according to HSUS in an April 14, 2011 release, 

“undercover investigations of the meat industry have a long and 

important history in the United States.” 

“All sportsmen and American’s should be concerned that the 

nation’s largest animal rights group has become advisors and 

partners to the agriculture industry,” warns Bud Pidgeon, U.S. 

Sportsmen Alliance president and CEO. “This group’s recent 

pushes to pass animal rights legislation that affects farms 

nationwide should be a warning of what to expect in the future—

and that these recent actions by HSUS are very suspect.”  

To view Senator Moran’s exposure of HSUS and its ties to 

the U.S. Department of Agriculture, visit You Tube at 

http://youtu.be/nodVyu0vIRk. Details on an HSUS undercover 

raid can be found at 

http://www.humanesociety.org/news/press_releases/2011/06/tell

y_award_smithfield_video_060911.html. 

 

12/15/2011-Top News: 

 Bullseye Blog: Obama Administration Grabs 

for Broader Powers 

By Bill Horn, USSA Director of Federal 

Affairs  

In a controversial new policy, the Obama 

Administration plans to broaden the reach of 

the already far reaching federal Endangered 

Species Act (ESA).  The new policy will make 

it easier to list more species of fish and 

wildlife as “endangered or threatened” and 

more broadly impose the ESA’s many 

restrictions. Greater limitations on fishing and 

hunting, wildlife management, and public land 

access are a likely result. 

 It’s a Small Game Smorgasbord 

Courtesy of the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 

As deer seasons and other big game hunting 

opportunities come to an end across much of 

America, it’s time to continue the hunt. The 

seasons to hunt squirrels, rabbits, and some 

upland species continue to offer opportunities 

for many hunters. In most cases you already 

have the licenses, the gear, and the knowledge 

on where these species can be found—and 

hunted. 

 Ads Grab HSUS Attention—and Wrath  

A real life David and Goliath story  

A recent USA Today full-page ad went 

straight for the Humane Society of the United 

States (HSUS) jugular vein and decried the 

multimillion dollar fund raising and animal 

rights organization for only giving one percent 

of the millions of dollars it rakes in annually to 

actual animal shelters. The ad, straight from an 

HSUS playbook with a sad looking puppy 

centered on the page, was sponsored by 

HumaneforPets.com. (click here for the ad) 
 

USSA News Alerts (above): 

U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance 

 

================================ 

***News Links 
 

12-01-04 Okla. Woman Shoots, Kills Intruder: 911 

Operators Say It's OK to Shoot 

A young Oklahoma mother shot and killed an intruder 

to protect her 3-month-old baby on New Year's Eve, less 

than a week after the baby's father died of cancer. 

Sarah McKinley says that a week earlier a man named 

Justin Martin dropped by on the day of her husband's 

funeral, claiming that he was a neighbor who wanted to say 

hello. The 18-year-old Oklahoma City area woman did not 

let him into her home that day. 

On New Year's Eve Martin returned with another man, 

Dustin Stewart, and this time was armed with a 12-inch 

hunting knife. The two soon began trying to break into 

McKinley's home. 

As one of the men was going from door to door outside 

her home trying to gain entry, McKinley called 911 and 

grabbed her 12-gauge shotgun. 

McKinley told ABC News Oklahoma City affiliate 

KOCO that she quickly got her 12 gauge, went into her 

bedroom and got a pistol, put the bottle in the baby's mouth 

and called 911. 

"I've got two guns in my hand -- is it okay to shoot him 

if he comes in this door?" the young mother asked the 911 

dispatcher. "I'm here by myself with my infant baby, can I 

please get a dispatcher out here immediately?" 

The 911 dispatcher confirmed with McKinley that the 

doors to her home were locked as she asked again if it was 

http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.humanesociety.org%2fnews%2fnews%2f2010%2f03%2fohio_farm_ballot_032510.html&srcid=8201&srctid=1&erid=10646071&trid=6a36158f-b1fe-4b9a-87dd-dee26ff5fb08
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.humanesociety.org%2fnews%2fpress_releases%2f2008%2f05%2fgov_ritter_signs_farm_animal_measure_051408.html&srcid=8201&srctid=1&erid=10646071&trid=6a36158f-b1fe-4b9a-87dd-dee26ff5fb08
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.humanesociety.org%2fnews%2fpress_releases%2f2009%2f05%2fmaine_crate_bill_05132009.html&srcid=8201&srctid=1&erid=10646071&trid=6a36158f-b1fe-4b9a-87dd-dee26ff5fb08
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.humanesociety.org%2fnews%2fpress_releases%2f2009%2f10%2fmich_gov_granholm_signs.html&srcid=8201&srctid=1&erid=10646071&trid=6a36158f-b1fe-4b9a-87dd-dee26ff5fb08
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fhsus.typepad.com%2fwayne%2f2010%2f06%2fohio-agreement.html&srcid=8201&srctid=1&erid=10646071&trid=6a36158f-b1fe-4b9a-87dd-dee26ff5fb08
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.youtube.com%2fwatch%3fv%3dnodVyu0vIRk%26feature%3dyoutu.be&srcid=8201&srctid=1&erid=10646071&trid=6a36158f-b1fe-4b9a-87dd-dee26ff5fb08
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.humanesociety.org%2fnews%2fpress_releases%2f2011%2f06%2ftelly_award_smithfield_video_060911.html&srcid=8201&srctid=1&erid=10646071&trid=6a36158f-b1fe-4b9a-87dd-dee26ff5fb08
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.humanesociety.org%2fnews%2fpress_releases%2f2011%2f06%2ftelly_award_smithfield_video_060911.html&srcid=8201&srctid=1&erid=10646071&trid=6a36158f-b1fe-4b9a-87dd-dee26ff5fb08
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwp.me%2fp1IEhF-1e&srcid=8179&srctid=1&erid=10606307&trid=fb7ae81d-0a49-4696-b342-5f4f0aa42e11
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwp.me%2fp1IEhF-1e&srcid=8179&srctid=1&erid=10606307&trid=fb7ae81d-0a49-4696-b342-5f4f0aa42e11
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2953&srcid=8179&srctid=1&erid=10606307&trid=fb7ae81d-0a49-4696-b342-5f4f0aa42e11
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2954&srcid=8179&srctid=1&erid=10606307&trid=fb7ae81d-0a49-4696-b342-5f4f0aa42e11
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fdocument.doc%3fid%3d229&srcid=8179&srctid=1&erid=10606307&trid=fb7ae81d-0a49-4696-b342-5f4f0aa42e11
http://www.ussportsmen.org/Page.aspx?pid=240
http://www.ussportsmen.org/Page.aspx?pid=240
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okay to shoot the intruder if he were to come through her 

door. 

"I can't tell you that you can do that but you do what 

you have to do to protect your baby," the dispatcher told 

her. McKinley was on the phone with 911 for a total of 21 

minutes. 

When Martin kicked in the door and came after her with 

the knife, the teen mom shot and killed the 24-year-old. 

Police are calling the shooting justified. 

"You're allowed to shoot an unauthorized person that is 

in your home. The law provides you the remedy, and 

sanctions the use of deadly force," Det. Dan Huff of the 

Blanchard police said. 

Stewart soon turned himself in to police. 

McKinley said that she was at home alone with her 

newborn that night because her husband just died of cancer 

on Christmas Day. 

"I wouldn't have done it, but it was my son," McKinley 

told ABC News Oklahoma City affiliate KOCO. "It's not 

an easy decision to make, but it was either going to be him 

or my son. And it wasn't going to be my son. There's 

nothing more dangerous than a woman with a child." 

http://abcnews.go.com/US/okla-woman-shoots-kills-

intruder911-operators-shoot/story?id=15285605 

 

12-01-04 Philadelphia's murder rate is a deadly, 

costly epidemic 

The new year began with a bang. Actually, several 

bangs, five that proved fatal. Plus, for good measure, a 

stabbing. 

The last killing was unusual in that it didn't involve a 

gun, and that the victim was a 77-year-old man trying to 

break up an argument. Even so, it was typical in that the 

grievance was ancient and petty, beginning a decade ago 

over that most tribal of presumed possessions, South 

Philadelphia parking spaces. 

There were 324 homicides in the city last year (eight 

produced by Kermit Gosnell's House of Horrors), the most 

in three years. Philadelphia also experienced the highest 

murder rate of the nation's 10 largest cities, according to 

the Philadelphia Daily News, 20.7 per 100,000 residents. 

By comparison, New York City's rate was 6.1, less than a 

third. What can we learn from New York? 

Following this dismal year and holiday weekend, 

Mayor Nutter was sworn in Monday to his second term. 

Gone were the audacious, some might argue absurd, 

promises he made four years ago with his "new beginning." 

Back then, he hoped to slash the homicide rate from 30 

percent to 50 percent in five years (no), halve the student 

dropout rate (nope), and double the number of four-year 

college degrees awarded to Philadelphians (uh, no). 

This time, Nutter was wiser, more restrained, almost 

resigned to the city's woes. His address was not so much a 

new beginning as a call to try to right these wrongs. 

"We will not leave anyone behind," Nutter said. His 

speech focused almost exclusively on rising crime and 

failing schools, the millstones around the city's neck in the 

drowning sea of its 25 percent poverty rate. Not that the 25 

percent above that is doing much better. As Nutter said last 

week, "These issues are holding the city back." 

At his inauguration, Nutter addressed the "epidemic not 

sufficiently talked about, much less tackled," of African 

American men killing each other. 

Last year, 85 percent of the city's homicide victims 

were African American, almost all of them male. Four of 

five killers were African American males, demographically 

indistinguishable from their victims. 

Guns were inevitably involved - four out of five times. 

"Here in Pennsylvania, we have no shortage of guns, and 

no shortage of people who are willing to use guns," Police 

Commissioner Charles Ramsey has said. "It's higher here 

than Chicago, Washington." 

Unfortunately, Philadelphia is in Pennsylvania, home to 

an urban-phobic legislature that is consistently intransigent 

on tightening gun laws that might produce safer streets. 

"The No. 1 issue for homicide in Philadelphia is 

generally classified as 'argument,' " Nutter said last week. 

Turf, machismo. "Drugs are not actually really high on this 

list," adding, "It's, 'You bumped into me.' It's anywhere 

from crazy to stupid." 

Mostly crazy and stupid. 

Also, deadly and costly. A third of the city's almost $4 

billion budget is spent on "our criminal justice complex," 

the mayor said, "one-third of your tax dollars dealing with 

bad decisions and bad behavior. It's a waste." 

(He didn't mention the quarter of the budget allocated to 

city employees' pensions and health care. That's why 

Occupy never made much of a difference here, except to 

make Dilworth Plaza look even worse. The government 

spends plenty on the poor as well as middle-class city 

workers, while serving up a slew of taxes that are the bane 

of the more comfortable. Just ask companies and taxpayers 

with school-age children that have fled.) 

Nutter's top aides have begun meeting with city, state, 

and federal law enforcement officials to create strategies 

for fighting gun violence. 

Philadelphia has never been in a better position to 

launch a serious dialogue and agenda. We've never had so 

many African American men in powerful leadership roles 

committed to change: Nutter, Ramsey, City Council 

President Darrell Clarke, District Attorney Seth Williams, 

acting School District Superintendent Leroy Nunery, and 

Deputy Mayor for Public Safety Everett Gillison. 

We have an epidemic. Too many African American 

males are leading brief, desperate, bloody lives in which 

illegal guns loom large while school and legitimate work 

play a negligible role. And they're dying at the hands of 

men who might as well be their brothers. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/columnists/karen_heller/2

0120104_Karen_Heller__Philadelphia_s_murder_rate_is_a

_deadly__costly_epidemic.html 

 

http://abcnews.go.com/US/okla-woman-shoots-kills-intruder911-operators-shoot/story?id=15285605
http://abcnews.go.com/US/okla-woman-shoots-kills-intruder911-operators-shoot/story?id=15285605
http://www.philly.com/philly/columnists/karen_heller/20120104_Karen_Heller__Philadelphia_s_murder_rate_is_a_deadly__costly_epidemic.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/columnists/karen_heller/20120104_Karen_Heller__Philadelphia_s_murder_rate_is_a_deadly__costly_epidemic.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/columnists/karen_heller/20120104_Karen_Heller__Philadelphia_s_murder_rate_is_a_deadly__costly_epidemic.html
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12-01-03 UK Gun clubs defend gun laws 

GUN clubs have defended the keeping of weapons at 

home, saying it is the safest way to store firearms used for 

sport. 

Hartlepool has two gun clubs, one of which is the 

Hartlepool Rifle Club, which has around 100 members and 

the Oak Lodge Shooting Ground, in Brierton Lane, which 

also has around 100 enthusiasts on its books. 

Club leaders today responded to the tragedy, but 

defended the use of firearms. 

Sheila Harrison, Hartlepool Rifle Club secretary, said: 

“It’s shocking and terrible what has happened. Incidents of 

this nature always are, but it would be wrong to jump on 

the bandwagon and call for a change in the law to ban 

firearms. 

“We have campaigned against three calls for bans and 

would continue to do so. There are very tight restrictions in 

this country for people to be granted firearms licences and 

you simply can’t legislate against incidents of this nature. 

“There are some who would suggest storing firearms in 

a club instead of a home, but this would make clubs a 

target for those who wanted firearms and could increase 

the chances of them being circulated in the public. 

“It’s believed it’s better controlled when people have 

weapons at home. 

“We also have to think that shooting is an Olympic 

sport and people compete in this country at the very highest 

level. Clubs like this are to educate people about guns, to 

offer support and control.  

“This is just a terrible, terrible tragedy.” 

Ron Calvert, from Oak Lodge, which is a shotgun clay 

pigeon shooting club, said: “This is a tragic incident but 

you can’t just simply ban firearms and stop incidents like 

this. 

“Anyone can go into a hardware store and buy a kitchen 

knife and if someone has a mind to do so they can cause an 

equal amount of damage and tragedy with a knife, and we 

have seen many incidents like that. 

“There are very tight controls and restrictions for people 

to get firearms and firearms licences and clubs that offer 

members full support and a safe environment. But once 

these people go home we can’t prevent or know what can 

go on in a person’s mind.” 

http://www.peterleemail.co.uk/news/local/gun_clubs_de

fend_gun_laws_1_4108778 

 

12-01-03 After three years with guns, Canada park 

wardens yet to use them 

Canada's national parks wardens - who fought a drawn 

out court battle to be armed with handguns - have not 

discharged a firearm on the job since they began carrying 

the weapons three years ago. 

Parks Canada, the federal agency that runs the warden 

service, said the restructured program implemented in 2009 

is working well. 

The Heckler and Koch 9mm handguns, which parks 

wardens carry along with batons and pepper spray, are 

issued for the safety of public and staff, said Jonah 

Mitchell, acting director of Parks Canada's law 

enforcement branch. Whether they're deployed on the job 

isn't used as a benchmark of whether the program is 

working, he said. 

"There's a tradition with Parks Canada employees with 

having strong skills around interacting with the public, 

strong abilities to manage situations and defuse situations 

without having to resort to those tools," Mitchell said. 

"The fact our staff haven't had to use a sidearm yet is a 

sign of the quality of our staff and our training programs." 

The squad of armed wardens remains small. Eighty-six 

wardens trained in the use of handguns patrol all national 

parks and Parks Canada sites across the country. The 

federal government has authorized Parks Canada to staff up 

to 100 armed wardens, but there are no plans for any 

"significant changes," Mitchell said. 

When Parks Canada was ordered to arm wardens with 

sidearms for their personal safety, the agency set up a force 

of roughly 100 members to deal with poaching, illegal 

hunting and other violations. 

http://www.ottawacitizen.com/travel/After+three+years

+with+guns+park+wardens+them/5937770/story.html 

 

12-01-03 Utah river rescuer: 'I was trying to grab 

arms, but I couldn't feel anything' 

SALT LAKE CITY — Three children trapped in an 

upturned car after it skidded into a river were released 

Monday from a hospital, two days after they were saved by 

several passers-by. 

The children had been treated for hypothermia, said 

Primary Children's Medical Center spokeswoman Bonnie 

Midget. At least nine people helped right the car in the 

river. 

"It's an amazing story, so good," Laurel Anderson 

Gilbert, the driver's sister, said Monday. "We're so grateful. 

It was a miracle." 

The father, Roger Andersen, lost control of the car 

Saturday on a slippery, narrow stretch of road in Logan 

Canyon. Andersen, his two children and his niece were 

going to a ski resort at the head of Logan Canyon. 

One of the first people on the scene was former police 

officer Chris Willden, who shot out a car window when he 

realized children were trapped in the upside-down Honda 

Accord. He pulled his handgun, pushed it against the 

submerged rear window, shot out the glass and reached 

inside. 

"I was trying to grab arms, but I couldn't feel anything," 

Willden said. "I'm thinking ... 'What are we going to do?' " 

He turned to see at least eight other people had 

scrambled down the 10-foot embankment after coming 

upon the accident along U.S. 89. 

Andersen, 46, of Logan, was able to free himself, but 

his 9-year-old daughter Mia and 4-year-old son Baylor 

http://www.peterleemail.co.uk/news/local/gun_clubs_defend_gun_laws_1_4108778
http://www.peterleemail.co.uk/news/local/gun_clubs_defend_gun_laws_1_4108778
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/travel/After+three+years+with+guns+park+wardens+them/5937770/story.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/travel/After+three+years+with+guns+park+wardens+them/5937770/story.html
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were trapped along with their cousin, 9-year-old Kenya 

Wildman. 

"(The driver) was panicked, doing everything he could 

to get in through the doors, but they wouldn't budge," said 

Willden, who had jumped into the waist-deep water with 

his own father. 

"I remember thinking to myself, 'You're going to see 

some dead kids, get ready.' I've got three of my own and it 

was going to be (an awful) start to the New Year." 

Willden said he tried unsuccessfully to open windows 

and doors. He then used his firearm just as he had done in 

training for his job as a bodyguard and Department of 

Defense contractor. 

One of the girls had found an air pocket but was trapped 

by her seat belt. Willden cut it with a pocket knife and 

pulled her from the rear passenger window. 

The other two children were unconscious, the boy 

upside-down in his car seat and the second girl floating in 

the front passenger compartment, Willden said. 

Buzzy Mullahkel, of North Logan, told the Deseret 

News of Salt Lake City that the boy wasn't breathing and 

didn't have a pulse but was revived by CPR. 

"Emotions started taking over when he started to 

breathe. Everybody started to cheer. Lots of tears and 

clapping," said Mullahkel, a father of a 4-year-old. 

Willden, 35 of Ogden, was wrapping up his bleeding 

forearms cut by the broken window when he heard cheers. 

"That was awesome," he said. "I knew that's where the 

little boy was." 

The father of Anderson's niece, Dennis Wildman, said 

he has "absolutely" no hard feelings about the accident. 

http://www.pressherald.com/news/nationworld/i-was-

trying-to-grab-arms-but-i-couldnt-feel-anything_2012-01-

03.html?searchterm=firearm 

 

12-01-03 Marine faces 15 years behind bars for 

unknowingly violating gun law 

Ryan Jerome was enjoying his first trip to New York 

City on business when the former Marine Corps gunner 

walked up to a security officer at the Empire State Building 

and asked where he should check his gun. 

That was when Jerome’s nightmare began. The security 

officer called police and Jerome spent the next two days in 

jail. 

The 28-year-old with no criminal history now faces a 

mandatory minimum sentence of three and a half years in 

prison. If convicted, his sentence could be as high as fifteen 

years. 

Jerome has a valid concealed carry permit in Indiana 

and visited New York believing that it was legal to bring 

his firearm. He was traveling with $15,000 worth of 

jewelry that he planned to sell. 

The online gun-law information Jerome read was 

inaccurate, however, and his late September arrest initiated 

what may become a protracted criminal saga. He hasn’t yet 

been indicted by a grand jury, but there may be little legal 

wiggle-room if he is. 

“If he does get indicted, and they want to give him 

something less, then the legal minimum would be two 

years,” noted Mark Bederow, Jerome’s attorney. “They 

couldn’t even offer less if they wanted to.” (RELATED: 

The Daily Caller’s Guns and Gear section) 

Jerome isn’t the first out-of-state visitor to volunteer 

that they had a gun, only to be put through the wringer. In 

December, Tennessee nurse Meredith Graves noticed a “no 

guns” sign at the World Trade Center site and asked where 

she could leave her weapon, only to face similar charges. 

Also in December, Tea Party Patriots co-founder Mark 

Meckler was arrested after attempting to check a pistol — 

for which he has a California concealed carry permit — at 

a New York airport. 

The law in New York has the potential to wreak havoc 

on the lives of unwitting and otherwise law-abiding 

visitors, Bederow explained to The Daily Caller. 

“The law itself is clear,” he said, “if you knowingly 

possess a loaded firearm in New York, then you are 

technically guilty of a serious crime. The fact that 

somebody in another state has a valid concealed carry 

permit is, legally speaking, irrelevant in New York.” 

But the recent spate of tourist arrests wasn’t what was 

intended when the law was passed, said Bederow. 

“Subjecting the toughest gun laws in the country — here in 

New York — to subject these people to them is just not a 

good use of discretion.” 

“The law is not equipped to deal with these situations, 

and they happen all the time,” he added. “Here are people 

trying to be responsible.” 

There is a significant degree of uncertainty regarding 

how the case will proceed. Right now, Bederow said he’s 

hoping that the district attorney will use discretion and 

recognize that his client “is not a criminal.” 

“I’ve been a law-abiding citizen my entire life, and for 

something like this to come down, it rips me apart,” Jerome 

told the New York Post. “It’s like taking a good dog and 

scolding him for something he didn’t do.” 

http://dailycaller.com/2012/01/03/marine-faces-fifteen-

years-behind-bars-for-unknowingly-violating-gun-law/ 

 

12-01-02 Record gun checks, sales for Christmas 

Along with millions of Kindles, Angry Birds and gift 

cards, Santa left a record number of guns under Americans' 

Christmas trees, especially in Kentucky, according to FBI 

statistics on background checks. 

In the six days before Christmas, gun dealers submitted 

nearly half-a-million names for checks on criminal records 

and mental health issues, with 20% coming Dec. 23, 

according to news reports. That was the second-busiest 

gun-buying day in history, topped only by firearm 

purchases on Black Friday, the day after Thanksgiving, 

The London Telegraph says. 

http://www.pressherald.com/news/nationworld/i-was-trying-to-grab-arms-but-i-couldnt-feel-anything_2012-01-03.html?searchterm=firearm
http://www.pressherald.com/news/nationworld/i-was-trying-to-grab-arms-but-i-couldnt-feel-anything_2012-01-03.html?searchterm=firearm
http://www.pressherald.com/news/nationworld/i-was-trying-to-grab-arms-but-i-couldnt-feel-anything_2012-01-03.html?searchterm=firearm
http://dailycaller.com/2012/01/03/marine-faces-fifteen-years-behind-bars-for-unknowingly-violating-gun-law/
http://dailycaller.com/2012/01/03/marine-faces-fifteen-years-behind-bars-for-unknowingly-violating-gun-law/
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Final tallies for the entire month haven't been released, 

but December gun purchases will eclipse November. As of 

last week, 1,534,414 names had been sent to the National 

Instant Criminal Background Check System, The New 

York Times reported in an editorial. About 1% of buyers 

are typically rejected, the paper said. 

The FBI cautions there is not a one-to-one correlation 

between background checks and the number of guns sold 

because of "varying state laws and purchase scenarios." 

Many customers bought multiple weapons. Exact sales are 

neither reported nor recorded. 

For the first 11 months of 2011, the FBI did a record 

14.6 million checks, an increase of more than 70% from 

the 8.5 million in 2003. Kentucky led the nation, with more 

than 2 million background checks conducted through 

November, double the No. 2 gun-check state, Texas. The 

Bluegrass State, with a population of about 4.3 million, has 

been tops in background checks the past five years and has 

the most checks of any state since 1998 -- more than 12.6 

million (pdf). 

Here's the FBI's state-by-state breakdown through 

November (pdf). 

The background checks were instituted with passage of 

the Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act of 1993. 

Why the growing popularity of guns? 

The National Rifle Association told the Telegraph that 

in the face of police budget cuts and layoffs, Americans 

were concerned about self-defense. The NRA told CBS 

News that sport shooting is more popular. 

Gun dealers cite fear of crime tied to a bad economy, 

expanded concealed-carry laws or the fear that the federal 

government will either restrict ownership or confiscate 

firearms. 

"There are a lot of people concerned about pending gun 

legislation and the sense about the current administration. 

People think future availability will be limited, and there's 

a feeling of get it while you can," Dave LaRue of 

Legendary Guns in Phoenix told the Telegraph, noting that 

sales were up 25% from last Christmas. 

There are similar stories in Ohio and New Mexico, 

according to news reports. 

"The first-time gun buyers are the ones worried about 

someone breaking into their home," dealer Jeff Miller told 

The Dayton Daily News. "People (who already own guns) 

are kind of hoarding a little." 

Jim Irvine, chairman of the Buckeye Firearms 

Association, cited several reasons, including "relaxed 

conceal-and-carry laws in Ohio, more women learning 

about guns and the pro-gun message resonating," the Daily 

News writes. 

"Owning a gun for self-defense is like owning a fire 

extinguisher or smoke detectors for safety," Irvine said. 

"All of the fears about all of the nonsense about guns, 

they're really myths that are falling by the wayside." 

Gun control advocates note that fear about crime 

appears to be greater than actual crime, which FBI statistics 

show has been declining. They accuse the NRA of fear-

mongering. 

"It's a false sense of security, but they might go 

purchase a gun," said Toby Hoover, executive director of 

the Ohio Coalition Against Gun Violence. "I'm bothered 

by, especially at the holiday time, how many people think 

that these things ought to be holiday gifts, Christmas gifts 

for their families and their children. We're seeing more of 

that, which means it's becoming sort of an accepted thing. 

Firearms and weapons don't seem to go with holidays and 

peacefulness to me. I think we have a problem." 

http://content.usatoday.com/communities/ondeadline/po

st/2012/01/record-gun-checks-sales-for-christmas/1 

 

12-01-02 Dirty bomb alert re-opens CBSA dispute 

Leaders of potentially risky joint mission had to appeal 

to 'ministerial level' to get border agents involved 

A dirty bomb alert involving armed Montreal customs 

agents has re-ignited a dispute over whether Canada's 

Border Services personnel should be allowed to take part in 

joint operations with other law enforcement agencies. 

Almost a year after the Ottawa hierarchy at the Canada 

Border Services Agency halted joint operations with police 

forces across the country, the Citizen has learned that 

Montreal agency managers twice refused to join a 

multiforce anti-terrorism search earlier this month after 

intelligence reports indicated cyanide and other dirty bomb 

material was stashed in a trailer at a Montreal storage yard. 

Local CBSA managers declined the request from 

leaders of the joint team of armed forces, RCMP and 

Quebec provincial and Montreal city police emergency 

force for fear of contravening their bosses "no co-

operation" edict laid down last December. 

According to a Customs and Immigration union official, 

leaders of the rare and potentially dangerous operation 

were desperate for the customs officers' high-tech 

equipment and expertise in container searches, so they 

appealed to the "ministerial level in Ottawa"' and got a 

reversal of the decision. 

According to union officials, CBSA eventually gave 

permission, but only on condition its officers went into the 

operation unarmed. 

Significantly, local CBSA managers countermanded 

that condition and allowed the officers to be armed during 

the potential anti-terrorist operation because, according to 

union national vicepresident Ron Moran: "They knew the 

officers would have refused to go in unarmed." 

The customs agents scanned the trailer for radiation and 

photographed through the metal in an effort to capture 

images of the contents. 

It isn't clear what material was eventually found inside 

the trailer, but following the 10-hour involvement of CBSA 

officers, explosives experts were confident enough to open 

the trailer doors and determine it had been a false alarm. 

http://content.usatoday.com/communities/ondeadline/post/2012/01/record-gun-checks-sales-for-christmas/1
http://content.usatoday.com/communities/ondeadline/post/2012/01/record-gun-checks-sales-for-christmas/1
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The initial refusal of agents to joint such a critical 

search goes to the root of the long-running, still unresolved 

squabble between the CBSA and its union. 

CBSA's hierarchy changed its policy two years ago 

when it told its employees they could continue taking part 

in the often dangerous joint operations, but could no longer 

be armed, and that police forces requesting help would be 

responsible for their safety. 

In what developed into an often bitter dispute, the union 

took management to Federal Court a year ago and shortly 

after that, CBSA issued the order barring its officers from 

joint operations altogether. 

Moran said CBSA acted "out of spite" because they 

know its officers enjoy the challenge of joint operations. 

And in a twist to the story this month, the Federal Court 

- apparently accepting that emergency situations such as 

the Montreal dirty bomb alarm would continue to occur - 

handed the union a partial victory, saying CBSA had not 

properly addressed the safety implications of placing its 

unarmed officers in potentially dangerous situations. 

The issue now goes back to the federal Occupational 

Health and Safety Tribunal to make a decision on whether 

CBSA's no-guns will stick. A previous, inconclusive 

decision by the tribunal resulted in the Federal Court 

challenge by the union. 

CBSA has refused to comment while the issue is before 

the courts, but said in a statement last year that it could no 

longer afford to lend out its officers because they were 

needed for border work. 

"It is recognized that co-operation among law 

enforcement agencies is an essential element of positive 

relationships," said the statement. 

"However, in consideration of the gaps in officers' 

authorities and protections coupled with the significant 

challenges that currently exist with respect to operational 

resources, the CBSA is better advised to direct its attention 

to areas of primary responsibility." 

Commonly using sniffer dogs, the CBSA officers are 

often brought into high-risk joint operations to search for 

drugs imported by organized crime - at Hells Angels 

clubhouses, for example. 

Police officers have been undercover in such locales 

and are usually in street clothes, and the border guards are 

the only officers in uniform - making them an automatic 

target, says the union. 

The guards' searching expertise makes them a valuable 

asset and there have been searches where CBSA guards 

and their dogs have uncovered caches of drugs, cash and 

diamonds that accompanying police officers have missed. 

Joint operations are voluntary and popular among 

CBSA guards, said the union's Moran, but to avoid leaks 

ahead of joint operations, CBSA officers are often not 

given details of what situation they might find themselves 

in. 

"The border guard, in uniform, is often the only 

identifiable officer in the room," said Moran. "The uniform 

makes them a target. Our people want to participate. They 

are like trained soldiers who want to be among the action, 

but they also want to be as safe as possible." 

"There is no rationale for sending firearm-trained 

guards into dangerous situations without their weapons," 

said Moran. "These people are well-trained and firearms 

are an integral part of that training." 

Despite CBSA officially pulling out of joint operations, 

it was "only a matter of time" before an operation such as 

the dirty-bomb incident would see the CBSA's policy 

overruled, said Moran. 

The late night Montreal operation in December 

involved about 100 personnel from the various forces, 

including firefighters and explosives experts. 

Intelligence reports apparently suggested that the 53-

foot container parked in the Lachine storage yard contained 

45 gallons of cyanide, barrels of acid and computers. The 

border officers used special equipment to examine and 

analyse trailer from the outside before it was opened. 

Canada first began arming its security guards more than 

three years ago after pressure from the union to be allowed 

to carry sidearms like their U.S. counterparts. The 

Conservative government set aside $101 million for the 

training program. 

http://www.ottawacitizen.com/Dirty+bomb+alert+opens

+CBSA+dispute/5935176/story.html 

 

12-01-02 Federal agent dies in confrontation with 

store robber 

The pharmacy robber is also shot to death as the men 

wrestle on the floor. 

NEW YORK - An off-duty federal law enforcement 

agent who died while confronting a pharmacy robber was 

picking up his elderly father's cancer medication, a New 

York congressman said Sunday. 

Veteran agent John Capano, 51, had chased down the 

suspect inside the store and was trying to subdue him on 

the ground when he died, said Rep. Peter King, R-N.Y. 

The robber, who was also shot to death, was identified 

Sunday by police as James McGoey, 43, of Hampton Bays. 

"John was with him on the ground wrestling," said 

King, who has spoken with local authorities and Capano's 

family. "Next thing you know, shots are fired." 

McGoey went into Charlie's Family Pharmacy in 

Seaford, a small shorefront Long Island town, around 2 

p.m. on New Year's Eve, police said. He announced a 

holdup and was given what he came for: painkillers and 

money. 

Capano, a trained explosives expert who had served in 

Iraq and Afghanistan, confronted McGoey as he tried to 

leave the store. Meanwhile, an off-duty NYPD officer and 

a retired Nassau County police officer who happened to be 

at a deli next door were alerted that someone was trying to 

rob the pharmacy, King said. 

http://www.ottawacitizen.com/Dirty+bomb+alert+opens+CBSA+dispute/5935176/story.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/Dirty+bomb+alert+opens+CBSA+dispute/5935176/story.html
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"This is a horrible confluence of events," King said. 

"They both hear this guy saying there's a robbery going on. 

They get their guns, they go next door." 

It's not clear who shot either man. Capano died of a 

gunshot wound at a hospital. He was a 23-year veteran of 

the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 

who taught U.S. military and local forces in Afghanistan 

and Iraq how to investigate blasts, said Rory O'Connor, 

assistant special agent in charge in the ATF's New York 

office. 

Capano lived in nearby Massapequa and was married 

with two children. His father, Jimmy Capano, was a retired 

NYPD detective and the "unofficial mayor" of Merrick 

Road, the main thoroughfare in town and the street where 

his son was killed, King said. 

"Everybody in Seaford knows the Capanos," said King, 

who has lived in the town for 40 years. "They're good, 

solid people." 

http://www.pressherald.com/news/nationworld/federal-

agent-dies-in-confrontation-with-store-robber_2012-01-

02.html?searchterm=firearm 

 

11-12-30  TN tourist learns N.Y. gun laws the hard 

way 

An East Tennessee woman may have been trying to do 

the right thing when she asked to check her loaded 

handgun outside the Sept. 11 memorial in New York City 

and was arrested for illegal possession of a firearm. 

But New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg and 

some Tennessee gun rights advocates say Meredith Graves, 

39, should have known better than to have a gun in the city 

at all. 

Graves was arrested on a single felony count of carrying 

a loaded firearm in Manhattan and posted a $2,000 bond 

Wednesday. 

Her arrest highlights the confusing patchwork of 

concealed weapons laws across the nation and illustrates 

how gun owners must do their homework before traveling 

to other states and cities. A Tennessee gun permit is not 

recognized as valid in New York City. 

“The problem is, there’s such vast inconsistency about 

what you can and can’t do. Think about what would 

happen if that level of inconsistency existed with the 

operation of motor vehicles,” said John Harris, a Nashville 

attorney who serves as the volunteer director of the 

Tennessee Firearms Association. 

Graves’ listed residence is in Louisville, Tenn., about 

14 miles southwest of Knoxville. She was at the World 

Trade Center site on Dec. 22 carrying a loaded .32-caliber 

Kel-Tec handgun when she realized she couldn’t carry a 

gun to the memorial, according to her arrest report. 

“I have a gun, I’m not a cop,” she told officers there, the 

report said. 

She was arrested and when officers searched her they 

found two envelopes of what they suspected to be cocaine. 

She has not been arrested on any drug charges. 

Though Graves has had a legal permit to carry her gun 

in Tennessee since August of 2008, New York doesn’t 

recognize concealed weapons permits issued outside the 

state. 

Graves’ attorney in New York, Daniel J. Horwitz, gave 

a brief statement but declined to discuss any details. “This 

is an unfortunate situation that we expect to be able to 

resolve,” Horwitz said. 

Mayor Bloomberg sees no excuses 

The mayor of New York said on Thursday that tourists 

should be familiar with the laws — given how vocal his 

administration has been on gun control issues. Bloomberg 

is one of the founders of Mayors Against Illegal Guns, a 

gun control research and advocacy group. 

“Well number one, I don’t know why anybody doesn’t 

know what New York state gun laws are,” he told 

reporters. “We’ve been talking about it, we’ve been 

testifying in Washington, we’ve got a coalition of 650 

mayors trying to tell everybody that guns kill people and 

we should enforce the federal laws.” 

Even some vocal Tennessee gun owners agree with 

him. 

“I feel that is a part of my responsibility as an armed 

citizen to attempt to stay on top of the laws and regulations 

that affect me while carrying my handgun,” said Adam 

Hunter, a gun owner from Cookeville who is active in 

Second Amendment discussions. “She should have taken 

the time to check before making the journey with her 

weapon.” 

Neil Owens, a Knoxville gun owner, agreed. 

“I travel extensively throughout the Southeast for 

work,” he said. “Although most states are reciprocal, I still 

have to keep up with the laws in each state.” 

While most states have gun permit reciprocity laws that 

recognize permits in other states, many municipalities, like 

New York City, have special rules that can lead to trouble 

for unknowing gun owners. 

That was the case in 2007 when Memphis resident 

Stephanie Wilson tried to visit the then-Sears Tower’s 

Skydeck in Chicago with a loaded .38-caliber revolver in 

her purse. Security at the building pulled her aside when 

they saw the gun on a security scanner. She told authorities 

at the time she was unaware that Illinois didn’t allow 

concealed weapons. 

She was charged with a misdemeanor at the time, but 

the outcome of that case is unclear. 

Harris said inconsistencies exist even within Tennessee. 

“Public parks in Clarksville are OK, public parks in 

Davidson County aren’t, unless they’re state parks,” he 

said. 

Legislation pending before the U.S. Senate could bridge 

those gaps by forcing states to recognize each other’s laws. 

The National Right-to-Carry Reciprocity Act of 2011, if 

passed, would mean that a concealed weapons permit in 

one state would be valid in another, regardless if one of the 

http://www.pressherald.com/news/nationworld/federal-agent-dies-in-confrontation-with-store-robber_2012-01-02.html?searchterm=firearm
http://www.pressherald.com/news/nationworld/federal-agent-dies-in-confrontation-with-store-robber_2012-01-02.html?searchterm=firearm
http://www.pressherald.com/news/nationworld/federal-agent-dies-in-confrontation-with-store-robber_2012-01-02.html?searchterm=firearm
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states has stricter or looser gun laws. The U.S. House has 

already passed the bill. 

While gun control advocates have opposed the bill on 

grounds it could lead to people with questionable 

backgrounds simply getting permits from states with lax 

laws, Harris said the firearms association also opposes it 

for different reasons. He said that such a law would not be 

consistent with the 10th Amendment, which gives states 

powers to enact their own laws. He said he’d rather see all 

50 states come up with their own solutions to reciprocity. 

“This is really a state issue and the federal government 

should stay out of it,” he said. 

As for Graves, she is scheduled to appear in a New 

York courtroom March 19, according to the court docket. 

According to New York law, she faces a mandatory 

minimum of 3½ years in prison if convicted. 

http://www.tennessean.com/article/20111230/NEWS03/

312300035/TN-tourist-learns-N.Y.-gun-laws-the-hard-way 

 

11-12-30 Philly Police Firearms Unit bosses are 

disciplined 

Suspensions and transfers were handed down today to 

two supervisors who worked in the Police Department's 

Firearms Identifications Unit. 

Police Commissioner Charles H. Ramsey said Lt. 

Vincent Testa, former commander of the FIU, was 

suspended without pay for 30 days and will be permanently 

transferred to another unit. 

Sgt. Andrew Little was suspended for five days without 

pay, and also will be sent to another unit. 

Both had direct knowledge of an alleged theft of 

automatic weapon parts that was committed in 2009 by 

Officer Anthony Magsam. 

Numerous police sources previously told the Daily 

News that Magsam confessed when he was confronted by 

his colleagues and later returned the parts. 

The theft was never reported, and Magsam - the son of 

longtime police Sgt. Barbara Feeney, who's married to 

retired Chief Inspector Michael Feeney - was quietly 

transferred out of the unit. 

"They knew what was going on, and it was 

inappropriate," Ramsey. "There's no excuse for it." 

Testa and Little were both cited for neglect of duty and 

failure to supervise, he said. 

Magsam, 30, resigned on Wednesday. 

Ramsey said he had intended to fire Magsam, based on 

the findings of an Internal Affairs investigation that took 

more than a year to complete. 

It's up to the FBI to determine whether Magsam should 

face criminal charges, he said. 

Ramsey asked the feds to investigate the alleged theft in 

September, a month after the Daily News began reporting 

on the case. 

The commissioner also asked the U.S. Department of 

Justice to audit the FIU in light of several stories about 

other problems in the unit. 

The audit found that eight firearms - including a Tec-9 

semiautomatic - were missing. 

SWAT cops later seized 51 guns from Magsam's house, 

and several others from a separate location. 

Ramsey said today that some of the seized firearms 

were the same models as the ones that were missing from 

the unit, but their serials numbers had been obliterated - 

making it impossible to tell if Magsam had stolen them 

from the FIU. 

"We were unable to raise the serial numbers," he said. 

"That's one we won't know." 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/breaking/20111230_Fir

earms_Unit_bosses_are_disciplined.html 

 

11-12-30 Philadelphia Closes 2011 With Highest Per-

Capita Murder Rate In U.S. 

PHILADELPHIA (CBS) – Philadelphia is closing out 

another year with homicides up again. On a per-capita 

measurement, the city has the highest murder rate among 

big U.S. cities. 

The homicide tally was 324 heading into the last two 

days of the year, above last year’s 306, and 302 the year 

before. 

Police Commissioner Charles Ramsey says the five-

year high water mark was 2007, “It’s one thing to say in 

’07 we had 392. But, for the 324 we’ve had this year, it 

doesn’t bring any comfort to the family. It certainly doesn’t 

bring any comfort to me.” 

Among the ten largest cities, Philadelphia’s murder rate 

was 20.7 per 100,000. The next closest is Chicago, at 15.7, 

according to Commissioner Ramsey, who was Chicago’s 

top cop, before he came here from Washington DC. 

“We’d have to be at the 230 mark in order to get down 

below where Chicago is right now.” 

That, despite the fact the number of shooting incidents 

is down 3.2%. 

“We’re getting people shot multiple times. We’re 

getting people shot in the head at a higher rate more than 

we had before.” 

Like one job a few nights ago, “How do you shoot 

somebody 13 times? What kind of mentality is that. 

There’s no legislation that can fix that. There’s no 

deployment strategy that can fix that.” 

The District of Columbia is on pace to record the fewest 

number of homicides in 50 years, with 108 murders, so far 

this year. DC officials credit the decline to the quick 

turnaround time in closing cases. 

Commissioner Ramsey says last year, Philadelphia’s 

murder-clearance rate was up, but this year, it’s dropped 

again, to 60%, which is two points below the national 

average. 

“We’ve got a lot of very violent people out there on the 

streets that need to be taken off the streets, or they will kill 

again.” 

http://philadelphia.cbslocal.com/2011/12/30/philadelphi

a-closes-2011-with-highest-per-capita-murder-rate-in-u-s/ 

http://www.tennessean.com/article/20111230/NEWS03/312300035/TN-tourist-learns-N.Y.-gun-laws-the-hard-way
http://www.tennessean.com/article/20111230/NEWS03/312300035/TN-tourist-learns-N.Y.-gun-laws-the-hard-way
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/breaking/20111230_Firearms_Unit_bosses_are_disciplined.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/breaking/20111230_Firearms_Unit_bosses_are_disciplined.html
http://philadelphia.cbslocal.com/2011/12/30/philadelphia-closes-2011-with-highest-per-capita-murder-rate-in-u-s/
http://philadelphia.cbslocal.com/2011/12/30/philadelphia-closes-2011-with-highest-per-capita-murder-rate-in-u-s/
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11-12-30 Kill-adelphia: Yet again, city tops list of 

homicide rates 

ON THE DOOR into the Uceta Mini Market in North 

Philadelphia, a sign warns shoppers, "No Weapons 

Allowed." 

Inside, the message on a sign sandwiched between 

cigarette ads is even more blunt: "Stop. Shooting. People." 

The market sits at Stillman and Somerset streets, just 

steps from the scenes of two recent gun slayings that 

remain unsolved. But in the store, where you can buy 

everything from milk to motor oil, the signs are an ignored, 

endured part of everyday existence - just like the homicides 

themselves. 

This is among the city's most dangerous neighborhoods, 

where violence is as ingrained as the futility many feel that 

it will ever abate. 

"I know a lot of people who got killed, maybe 10, I 

don't know how many," Marcus Henry, 29, said yesterday 

as he got his morning coffee. 

Murders are up again this year in Philadelphia, and the 

city still has the highest homicide rate of the nation's 10 

most populous cities, according to stats provided by each 

city's police department. At the same time, fewer murders 

are getting solved. 

With a few days left in the year, the city's homicide 

tally stood at 324 Wednesday, including the eight victims 

allegedly killed in previous years by West Philly 

abortionist Kermit Gosnell. Last year, 306 people were 

killed, and the year before, 302. 

But despite the jump in homicides this year, city 

officials prefer to focus on the past. When they compare 

numbers, they go back to 2007, when murders in Philly 

were at the five-year high of 392. Looking at it that way, 

they get a 17 percent decrease in the murder rate from 2007 

to 2011. 

Police spokesman Lt. Raymond Evers said the 

department compares this year's tally with 2007's to see 

long-range trends. "It's hard to get a trend between two 

years," he said. 

But John Coleman, shopping at the Uceta market 

yesterday, wasn't buying the spin. 

"They lyin'," said Coleman, 25. 

Mayor Nutter, at a debate during his 2007 campaign, 

pledged that he wouldn't seek re-election if the 2010 

homicide tally was more than the 288 killed in 2002. Then 

at his inauguration in January 2008, he set what turned out 

to be an overly ambitious goal of slashing the city's murder 

rate by 30 to 50 percent in three to five years. He won re-

election this year. 

So, number nitpicking is de rigueur at City Hall. 

"We've been pretty much flat for about two years, if you 

take the Gosnell numbers out," said Everett Gillison, 

deputy mayor for public safety, who spoke for the Nutter 

administration. 

Gillison said the city had been making progress, but 

when the economy tanked, the mayor was unable to 

implement some of his plans for reducing crime. 

"We've had to make some adjustments to our plan," he 

said, "but we're committed to extending our commitment" 

to reducing homicides. 

Comparing murder rates with the rest of the 10 most 

populous cities, Philly comes out on top, with 20.7 

homicides per 100,000 residents. The next closest are 

Chicago, 15.7, and Dallas, 10.9. 

New York's rate is 6.1, and even notorious Los Angeles' 

is only 7.8, though rates for some smaller cities - like 

Detroit, New Orleans and St. Louis - are much worse than 

Philly. 

Numbers aside, officials have no unexpected 

explanations for what's driving the trends. Some observers 

point to demographics. 

Black citizens comprised 84 percent of homicide 

victims from January to June 2011, according to police 

statistics. Evers said he expects that trend will remain 

consistent once numbers are crunched through December. 

"Responsibility has to be taken by members of the 

African-American community to address the issues that 

deal with this particular problem," Gillison said. "African-

American males killed by other African-American males is 

literally the elephant in the room." 

Chad Dion Lassiter, president of the Black Men at Penn 

School of Social Work, agreed: "Some of the black 

politicians in Philadelphia sit quiet on institutional racism 

and the black homicide rate. If I was giving them a grade, 

they'd all be in summer school." 

Police Commissioner Charles Ramsey laments the 

state's lack of strong gun control. Firearms were used in 

nearly 82 percent of the city's murders this year. Although 

shootings dropped more than 3 percent, more injuries 

ended in death, Ramsey said. 

Retaliation also continues to be a problem, he said. 

Argument was the most common motive for murder, 

followed by what are categorized as unknown reasons, 

highway robbery and retaliation, according to police data 

from January to June. 

Lassiter partly attributes the violence to the economy. 

"People who have jobs don't commit crimes usually," he 

said. "Someone might drive [drunk], but working people 

for the most part don't pull guns on one another." 

As for the falling murder-clearance rate, Evers said the 

department has made 221 murder arrests this year, down 

from 271 last year. "Our clearance rate was definitely 

better last year," he said. "Unfortunately, when you have 

more homicides, there's more jobs to go around to the same 

number of detectives." 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/136418593.html 

 

11-12-29 Outlaws do have guns; so should citizens 

It has been said that if guns are outlawed, only outlaws 

will have guns. City and federal authorities in Washington, 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/136418593.html
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D.C., which has some of the toughest gun control laws in 

the nation, reinforced that point this month. 

Police announced a roundup of suspects, guns and 

illegal drugs that culminated a months-long undercover 

operation in Washington. Among weapons confiscated 

from criminals were automatic rifles and handguns with 

silencers. A total of 161 firearms were seized. One suspect 

had offered to sell undercover agents hand grenades and a 

rocket launcher. 

Clearly, the criminal element in Washington is well 

armed. The city's strict gun laws don't seem to have even 

slowed down violent thugs. Meanwhile, law-abiding 

citizens who want to protect themselves, their families and 

their homes are told they can own guns only under narrow 

restrictions. 

Reasonable limits on gun ownership and use are 

agreeable to the vast majority of Americans. 

But those who see their firearms rights being eroded 

while criminals become ever-better armed have every right 

to wonder about government's priorities. 

http://www.advertiser-

tribune.com/page/content.detail/id/543096/Outlaws-do-

have-guns--so-should-citizens.html 

 

11-12-28 President Obama's Anti-Gun Agenda 

Shows No Sign of Stopping 

President Obama keeps pushing for gun control. "I just 

want you to know that we are working on [gun control]. 

We have to go through a few processes, but under the 

radar,” President Obama told Sarah Brady, the former 

president of the Brady Campaign, this past spring.  

His push as been quiet but relentless.  

Just this past week Obama signaled that he was going to 

just ignore two new parts of the 2012 Omnibus Spending 

bill. Although he signed the spending bill into law, he 

simultaneously issued a so-called "signing statement," a 

note that presidents have started attaching to legislation 

stating how they interpret the law they are signing or 

whether they believe part of it is unconstitutional.  

Obama’s statement claimed that Congress couldn’t put 

restrictions on how he wanted to spend to fund lobbying 

for gun control and the National Institute of Health studies 

of gun control.  

But why should the federal government use taxpayer 

dollars to pay for lobbying?  

Obama has had numerous false starts on gun control. 

Just in November, his administration moved to ban target 

practice on public lands, but the opposition was so swift 

and strong they immediately backtracked.  

A couple of weeks ago the Obama administration 

suffered another embarrassment. It was discovered that the 

Obama administration oversaw the sale of guns to Mexican 

drug gangs in its Fast & Furious program to bolster 

statistics of guns crossing over to the border to these very 

drug gangs.  

This scandal is quite incredible as the Obama 

administration ordered gun dealers to make sales to 

Mexican drug gangs against their wishes to help the 

administration’s push for more gun control. And this 

follows the revelation in July that the Obama 

administration had pushed federal agents involved in the 

Fast & Furious scandal to support gun control regulations 

during their congressional testimony.  

It doesn’t help that the Obama administration started 

pushing these sales at the same time they wanted to bolster 

their case that America was supply illegal guns to Mexico 

backfired. All this undercut any justification for new 

regulations and destroyed any support that they might have 

had.  

With 90 congressmen signing a "no confidence" 

resolution in Attorney General Eric Holder’s handling of 

“Fast & Furious,” last week Holder lashed out against his 

critics. “This is a way to get at the president because of the 

way I can be identified with him both due to the nature of 

our relationship and, you know, the fact that we’re both 

African-American,” Holder told the New York Times. 

Holder seems unwilling to recognize the genuine outrages 

the administration’s gun-control agenda has produced.  

Still the administration has successfully manage to push 

through gun control regulations in many, less visible ways: 

-- The Obama administration instituted a ban on importing 

"historic" semi-automatic rifles into the US. -- In sharp 

contrast to the Bush administration, President Obama 

strongly supports the UN Arms Trade Treaty even though 

he knows that any such treaty are unlikely to obtain the 

two-thirds vote in the Senate needed for ratification. What 

the regulations will do is lead to severe restrictions on 

private gun ownership around the world.  

The administration instituted new rules on selling 

"high-powered rifles," defined as a caliber of greater than 

.22. -- The administration nominated Andrew Traver, 

someone who supports gun bans, as the head of the Bureau 

of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives.  

Obama has stuck by Traver despite his nomination 

being stalled in the Senate for a year and the fierce 

opposition it has generated.  

Obama’s most lasting impact on gun control is likely to 

be through the federal court judges he appoints. His most 

visible appointments have been the gun-control advocates 

he has made to the Supreme Court.  

Supreme Court Justice Elena Kagan headed up 

President Clinton’s push for gun control when she worked 

for his White House during the 1990s. And Justice Sonia 

Sotomayor has signed on to a Supreme Court opinion 

stating that there is no individual right to "private self-

defense" with guns.  

The pro-gun control views of Obama’s nominees have 

played a role the Senate filibustering of two Appeals Court 

nominees. Caitlin Joan Halligan was particularly 

controversial when nominated to the U.S. Court of Appeals 

for the District of Columbia Circuit because she opposes an 

http://www.advertiser-tribune.com/page/content.detail/id/543096/Outlaws-do-have-guns--so-should-citizens.html
http://www.advertiser-tribune.com/page/content.detail/id/543096/Outlaws-do-have-guns--so-should-citizens.html
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individual’s right to self defense and – even more damning 

-- she was one of the trial lawyers who had sued gun 

makers. Thus in New York v. Sturm & Ruger, she argued 

that gun makers should be liable for the criminal acts of 

third parties but not given any credit for the benefits from 

self-defense.  

If elected to a second term, Obama will end up 

appointing over half the federal judges. That sure can make 

a big difference.  

Most importantly, the Supreme Court is only one vote 

away from reversing the 5 to 4 decisions that so narrowly 

struck down the handgun bans in Chicago and the District 

of Columbia.  

Two of the Justices who voted to strike down the bans, 

conservative Antonin Scalia and moderate Anthony 

Kennedy, will be well into their 80s during the next 

administration.  

While a couple of Justices have made it to 90 while 

serving on the court, remember the rare glimpse into 

Obama’s views during the 2008 campaign when he 

referred to those “bitter” Americans who “cling to their 

guns, cling to their religion.”  

It surely fits his earlier statement: “I don’t believe that 

people should be able to own guns.”  

Yet, despite all this evidence of an anti-gun agenda, 

recent articles by the Associated Press and other news 

media paint Obama as a moderate on guns and as 

somebody who wants to "protect the Second Amendment 

rights of law-abiding citizens” and merely support so-

called “gun safety” measures.  

Of course, they are wrong. Unfortunately, Obama’s 

patient “under the radar” campaign seems to be working. 

He is fundamentally changing the courts and leaving them 

much more hostile to gun ownership. If Americans catch 

on, this could still be a major issue in the 2012. 

http://www.foxnews.com/opinion/2011/12/28/president

-obamas-anti-gun-agenda-shows-no-sign-stopping/ 

 

11-12-28 Man robbed of guns, cash in Feltonville 

Two thieves stole nine guns and a man’s wallet during 

an armed robbery in Feltonville Wednesday night, police 

said. 

The victim told police that he was robbed after 

returning from a shooting range around 8:20 p.m. 

Two men approached the victim after he parked his car 

at his home on 2nd Street near Roosevelt Boulevard. One 

was armed with a gun, and the other was brandishing a 

knife, said Officer Christine O’Brien, a police 

spokeswoman. 

They robbed the man of a duffel bag that contained nine 

guns, and a wallet containing an undisclosed amount of 

cash, said Cpt. Frank Vanore, commanding officer of the 

25th Police District.  

Police said both men wore ski masks during the armed 

robbery. 

The suspect who was armed with a gun is described as a 

heavyset white man, who was wearing khaki colored pants. 

The knife-wielding suspect is described as a black man, 

who is about 6 feet 3 inches tall and was wearing all black 

clothing. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/blogs/dncrime/Man-

robbed-of-guns-cash-in-Feltonville.html 

 

11-12-28 Police ID man killed after pointing gun at 

officers 

A Police have identified the 30-year-old man who was 

shot and killed Tuesday night after pointing an assault 

pistol at officers in North Philadelphia. 

Ameen Davis, of the 2200 block of West Thompson 

Street, was shot once in the head by police after aiming a 

9mm Intratec AB-10 with an extended clip - commonly 

known as a Tec-9 - at two 22d District patrol officers, 

police spokesman Lt. Ray Evers said. 

The encounter unfolded around 11:40 p.m., Evers said, 

when police received 911 calls about a man shooting a gun 

in the area of the 1900 block of 27th Street. 

witness told responding officers the man was firing his 

gun behind a house on Berks Street, Evers said. Police 

confronted Davis there. 

"He points the weapon towards the officers," Evers 

said. "They tell him several times to drop it." 

One officer, whose identity has not been released, fired 

twice, Evers said. 

Davis fell, clutching his weapon, which had 23 rounds 

in the clip and one in the chamber, Evers said. 

He did not fire at police, but investigators recovered 

five cartridge cases near his body that had been fired from 

his weapon, police said. 

Police are investigating whether Davis was involved in 

a shootout - and possibly wounded - before his 

confrontation with police, Evers said. 

Davis had been arrested more than a half-dozen times 

since 2002 for offenses including drug possession, theft, 

and burglary. According to court records, he was sentenced 

to 18 months after pleading guilty in 2009 to retail theft. 

As is standard, the officer who fired the fatal shot has 

been put on modified duty while Internal Affairs and the 

Homicide Unit investigate. 

http://articles.philly.com/2011-12-

28/news/30565536_1_evers-police-id-man-retail-theft 

 

11-12-28 Are people with concealed handgun carry 

permits a menace to society? 

According to the New York Times, the answer seems to 

be “yes.” An article in yesterday’s Times by Michael Luo 

collects some anecdotes about misbehavior by a few 

licensees in North Carolina. The Times article has some 

numbers in it, and it provides the number of North 

Carolinians with carry permits (240,000). After a thorough 

search of North Carolina records, the Times finds that 

about 1% of permitees were convicted of something, other 

http://www.foxnews.com/opinion/2011/12/28/president-obamas-anti-gun-agenda-shows-no-sign-stopping/
http://www.foxnews.com/opinion/2011/12/28/president-obamas-anti-gun-agenda-shows-no-sign-stopping/
http://www.philly.com/philly/blogs/dncrime/Man-robbed-of-guns-cash-in-Feltonville.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/blogs/dncrime/Man-robbed-of-guns-cash-in-Feltonville.html
http://articles.philly.com/2011-12-28/news/30565536_1_evers-police-id-man-retail-theft
http://articles.philly.com/2011-12-28/news/30565536_1_evers-police-id-man-retail-theft
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than a traffic offense, over the past five years. Of these 

2,400 convictions, by far the largest group is “nearly 900 

permit holders were convicted of drunken driving, a 

potentially volatile circumstance given the link between 

drinking and violence.” 

“Drunk driving” (which, I would guess, the Times uses 

as a shorthand for lesser offenses such as driving while 

impaired) is a serious crime in itself. But just because a 

woman has three glasses of wine with dinner at a 

restaurant, and then gets caught in a police checkpoint, 

doesn’t make her some “potentially volatile” person who is 

going to murder somebody in an inebriated rage. 

In any large population (e.g., 240,000) there will be at 

least a small percentage who over a period of time are 

found guilty of some crimes. This does not mean that that 

population as a whole is dangerous. It would have been 

useful to compare the conviction rates of North Carolinians 

who have carry licenses with the convictions rates of those 

who do not. I suspect that the non-licensee crime rate 

would be much higher, especially for violent gun crimes. 

In a 2009 article in the Connecticut Law Review, I 

collected data from Minnesota, Michigan, Ohio, Louisiana, 

Texas, and Florida. (The state data begin on page 564 of 

the article.) The data show that concealed carry licensees 

are much more law-abiding than the general population, 

and that the rate of gun misuse of any sort (let alone having 

something to do with violence in public place) is less than 

one in one thousand. 

Instapundit collects some other responses to the Times’ 

effort to foment hysteria and prejudice against the persons 

who exercise the constitutional right to carry firearms for 

lawful protection. 

[This post was corrected in response to reader 

comments, including the fact that I wrongly wrote that the 

Times had not reported the total number of licensees.] 

http://volokh.com/2011/12/28/are-people-with-

concealed-handgun-carry-permits-a-menace-to-society/ 

 

11-12-28 Fight fire with fire, NGO tells women 

A Turkish non-governmental organization (NGO) is set 

to give free shooting courses at a gun range for women 

who were subjected to domestic violence. 

?efkat-Der has suggested arming women as an effective 

way to combat domestic violence. “The state should grant 

licensed, tax-free arms to women under vital threat to 

defend themselves in emergency situations and train them 

in close combat and weapons use,” said Hayrettin Bulan, 

the head of ?efkat-Der.  

Purchasing guns in Turkey is easy, and it would serve to 

deter potential killers if women also posessed firearms, he 

said, adding they were also going to appeal to the 

Parliament, ministries and political parties to enact a 

motion that includes their suggestion to arm women.  

The organization plans to appeal to Parliament, 

ministries and political parties to enact a motion that 

includes their suggestion to arm women, Bulan said.  

“Shouldn’t women be able to protect themselves when 

there are no police or guards standing next to them? What 

is wrong with saying that women should learn how to 

operate arms to save their own lives by training on a range 

beforehand?” Bulan asked.  

?efkat-Der raised similar suggestions Nov. 25 on the 

Struggle against Violence toward Women Day and other 

occasions.  

“You can engage in acts aimed at wounding your 

husband with a knife or a gun, such as hitting or cutting 

across his wrist, so as to make it difficult for him to abuse 

you again…If you believe you will not be able to deliver 

yourself from death by causing injury, then you can also 

opt to neutralize [killing or critically wounding] the 

potential killer before he kills you,” ?efkat-Der said.  

Figures from the We Will Stop Women’s Murders 

platform show about 160 women in Turkey were murdered 

by relatives such as family members, lovers or spouses, in 

2011.  

A total of 179 women are known to have been raped in 

2011 and another 70 allegedly committed suicide, although 

three of them were later found to have been murdered as 

well.  

The rate of women murdered by their husbands had 

increased by nearly 200 percent between 2009 and 2010, 

according to reports. 

http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/fight-fire-with-fire-

ngo-tells-

women.aspx?pageID=238&nID=10163&NewsCatID=339 

 

11-12-28 UPDATE: Bad Boys Toys shut down, 

employee arrested in connection with Dec. 6 shooting 

PALMYRA - A 37-year-old Palmyra man was charged 

Wednesday morning with attempted homicide in 

connection with a shooting earlier this month at Bad Boys 

Toys in North Londonderry Township.  

Police also shut down the head shop Wednesday and 

arrested its two co-owners on drug dealing-related charges.  

The attempted homicide suspect, Daniel Walsh of 610 

N. Railroad St., Palmyra, was also charged with two counts 

of aggravated assault, possession with intent to deliver a 

controlled substance and conspiracy to deliver a controlled 

substance. Walsh was an employee of Bad Boys Toys.  

Police charged the shop's co-owners - 37-year-old 

William Zielinski of 380 Farmhouse Lane, Palmyra, and 

41-year-old ChrPalmyra - with possession with the intent 

to deliver a controlled substance and conspiracy to deliver 

a controlled substance.  

Police arrested Walsh at his home, and Zielinski and 

Neal during a raid at 9:15 a.m. Wednesday at the store, 

located at 1010 E. Main St.  

A simultaneous raid was conducted at a Bad Boys Toys 

store on the West Shore.  

Chief Kevin Snyder of the North Londonderry 

Township Police Department said he is almost certain the 

incident at the North Londonderry Township shop was the 

http://volokh.com/2011/12/28/are-people-with-concealed-handgun-carry-permits-a-menace-to-society/
http://volokh.com/2011/12/28/are-people-with-concealed-handgun-carry-permits-a-menace-to-society/
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/fight-fire-with-fire-ngo-tells-women.aspx?pageID=238&nID=10163&NewsCatID=339
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/fight-fire-with-fire-ngo-tells-women.aspx?pageID=238&nID=10163&NewsCatID=339
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/fight-fire-with-fire-ngo-tells-women.aspx?pageID=238&nID=10163&NewsCatID=339
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catalyst for the raid at the Bad Boys Toys located in 

Lemoyne, Cumberland County.  

"We knew the West Shore was being hit at the same 

time," Snyder said. "We didn't want phone calls being 

made, so we hustled down there this morning."  

Details of the raid and arrests involving more than 30 

police officers were outlined during a mid-afternoon news 

conference hosted by North Londonderry Township police 

in their headquarters at 655 Ridge Road.  

Officials described Bad Boys Toys as a multimillion-

dollar business and said several truckloads of merchandise, 

including synthetic drugs and drug paraphernalia, worth 

thousands of dollars were confiscated during the raid.  

A search warrant and arrest warrants were obtained in 

conjunction with an ongoing investigation following the 

shooting that injured 38-year-old Matthew T. Boyer of 

Jonestown. Police on Wednesday accused Walsh of firing 

the weapon that injured Boyer.  

Police said the events leading up to Wednesday's arrests 

began Dec. 6 when Donna Wanamaker, 34, of Jonestown 

allegedly stole $1,600 worth of merchandise, including 

synthetic drugs, from Bad Boys Toys around 8 p.m.  

After the theft, Walsh, who was the only employee at 

the shop at the time, chased Wanamaker outside the store, 

police said. He was holding her for police when Boyer 

appeared from a nearby parking lot and reportedly 

assaulted Walsh.  

During the struggle, Walsh fired two shots, hitting 

Boyer in the chest and shoulder, police said. Boyer and  

Wanamaker then fled in a vehicle.  

The next day, police tracked Wanamaker and Boyer to a 

trailer park in Union Township, where they were taken into 

custody, police said. Boyer had not been treated for his 

wounds, and Wanamaker had overdosed from an unknown 

substance.  

Wanamaker and Boyer were taken to the Hershey 

Medical Center, where they were treated and released. 

Both were then placed in the Lebanon County 

prison.Wanamaker was charged with retail theft, and Boyer 

was charged with robbery, simple assault and conspiracy to 

commit retail theft, police said.  

A ban on the sale of bath salts, synthetic marijuana and 

salvia took effect in August, but other substances, 

including synthetic cocaine that is packaged as "Jewelry 

Cleaner," have taken their place and are being sold in 

stores legally.  

The evidence that was seized from the retail theft in the 

Dec. 6 incident was tested at the state police crime lab.  

"What's happening is some of the items are coming 

back as OK, but some are coming back with the chemical 

compounds that have since been banned," Snyder said.  

Lebanon County District Attorney Dave Arnold said a 

"large portion" of what was tested came back positive as 

controlled substances.  

Many of the synthetic drugs seized during Wednesday's 

raid have to be tested to find out what is legal and what is 

illegal.  

"We are really in the early stages right now," Arnold 

said. "We are just scratching the surface. There was a 

substantial amount of property that was seized from the 

store today. The store is now closed up, and we will be 

seeking forfeiture of that."  

Also seized at the scene Wednesday were weapons, 

including a handgun.  

Following the Dec. 6 incident, Snyder said, the police 

department received many calls from residents 

complaining about Bad Boys Toys .  

"We would receive so many calls with people asking 

'Why aren't you shutting them down?' We have to analyze 

the product. That's what takes so long," he said.  

The store drew customers from all over central 

Pennsylvania, many of whom were committing burglaries 

in the area, Snyder said.  

"I've been doing this job a long time, and the bath salts 

issue was one of the nastiest epidemics of drugs that I've 

seen in 30 years as a police officer," Snyder said. "It's 

really bad stuff."  

Even when 15 police cars were in the Bad Boys Toys 

parking lot Wednesday, customers were still trying to go 

inside the store, Snyder said.  

"People were still coming to see if it was open, and we 

had to send them away and tell them it was closed," he 

said.  

Zielinski, Walsh and Neal were taken to Lebanon 

County Central Booking for arraignment.  

Assisting police with the arrests at Bad Boys Toys were 

the Lebanon County District Attorney's Office, Lebanon 

County Detective's Bureau, state police, Palmyra police, 

Derry Township police and Lebanon County Emergency 

Services Unit. 

http://www.ldnews.com/ci_19631680?source=most_vie

wed 

 

11-12-28 Husband and Wife Arrested for 

Prostitution, Robbery 

Hobart, Ind. - Koren and Michael Noll of northwest 

Indiana face felony charges after allegedly arranging for 

the wife to perform a sex act with a southwest suburban 

man, then trying to rob the man after the deal fell through. 

Koren Noll, 23, of 816 E. 3rd St. in Hobart, Ind., and 

Michael Noll, 30, went to a home in the 300 block of Barr 

Elms Avenue in unincorporated Joliet on Dec. 20 after the 

man solicited her and negotiated a price for sex, according 

to a report from the Will County Sheriff’s office. 

While inside the home, Koren Noll said she needed to 

go outside to get an outfit, but the man became suspicious 

of a possible scam. A struggle ensued between the pair and 

Noll left the home without her $140 fee, the report said. 

Upon locking the door, the man heard someone 

breaking down his front door, grabbed a shotgun and fired 

http://www.ldnews.com/ci_19631680?source=most_viewed
http://www.ldnews.com/ci_19631680?source=most_viewed
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one shot into the door. Michael Noll was shot in the back 

and was driven to Silver Cross Hospital in Joliet by his 

wife. 

Sheriff’s deputies arrived at the hospital where Koren 

Noll, who listed her occupation as bartender, was arrested 

and charged with robbery, prostitution and possession of 

drug paraphernalia, the report said. 

Michael Noll was transported to Loyola University 

Medical Center in Maywood, where he was treated and 

later released to deputies. He was charged with residential 

burglary, criminal trespass and criminal damage to 

property. He was also wanted on a prostitution warrant out 

of Lake County, Ind., the report said. 

The victim was interviewed by sheriff’s investigators 

and released without charge. He had a valid firearms 

owner’s identification card. 

Koren Noll was released on $1,500 bond, while 

Michael Noll was being held on $25,000 bond. 

http://www.myfoxchicago.com/dpp/news/crime/koren-

michael-noll-prostitution-arrest-northwest-indiana-hobart-

joliet-20111228 

 

11-12-28  Police: Mother shoots, kills son's armed 

attacker 

EAST OAK LANE - December 28, 2011 (WPVI) -- 

Police tell Action News a mother shot and killed a robbery 

suspect who moments before shot her son.  

Clarence Wesley, who lives in the building, tells Action 

News that she is a hardworking, good woman who came to 

the defense of her son.  

"That's the only way, I feel, she would do something 

like that, is to defend her son," said Wesley. "That's the 

only way."  

Tuesday night around 9:00, Clarence Wesley rushed out 

of his apartment upon hearing multiple gunshots. He saw 

his downstairs neighbor, a mother standing in the stairwell 

with a gun in her hand at the Adams Run Apartments on 

the 100 block of east Godfrey Avenue in East Oak Lane.  

"She said, 'Call the police, I just shot him, I think he's 

dead.'"  

Wesley says she told him her son was in the basement 

laundry room when the 19-year-old armed man attacked 

him. Police say her 23-year-old son was shot and pistol 

whipped with his girlfriend nearby.  

Authorities say the mother heard the commotion, 

grabbed her loaded gun, that she has a permit to carry, and 

went to his aid.  

Wesley explains what he heard, saying, "I heard two 

shots, then I heard three rapid shots after that."  

Chief Inspector Scott Small says, "It appears 

preliminarily that she was intervening in a robbery that was 

being committed against her son and she had to use deadly 

force."  

Medics pronounced the 19-year-old dead at the scene.  

The 23-year-oldvictim was transported to Albert 

Einstein Medical Center where he's in stable condition.  

His motherand his girlfriend were taken to police 

headquarters for questioning. There is no word on charges 

at this time.  

No names have been released in this case.  

http://abclocal.go.com/wpvi/story?section=news/crime

&id=8481748 

 

11-12-28 Revised 'Castle Doctrine' successfully 

argued in arrow killing case 

Somerset County prosecutors on Tuesday cited the 

revised "Castle Doctrine" statute as the basis for choosing 

not to pursue a homicide charge against a Stonycreek man 

who fatally shot his wife's lover outside his home with a 

compound bow. 

Authorities said the Oct. 9 confrontation happened after 

the victim, Tony Bittinger, left a voicemail for Carl 

Woolley Jr.'s wife, saying he was going to "put a hole in 

(Woolley's) head." 

Bittinger, 43, of Salisbury drove 37 miles with his two 

brothers to the Woolleys' home, bringing a 32-inch wooden 

club that he repeatedly swung as he climbed the front porch 

steps, state police Trooper Joseph Drzal said. 

Witnesses described Bittinger as "intoxicated and 

basically out of control," said Drzal, who noted that 

Bittinger's blood-alcohol content was 0.18 percent, more 

than twice the legal limit for Pennsylvania drivers. 

After repeatedly telling the construction worker to 

leave, Woolley, 38, retrieved a bow and arrow from his 

living room and shot him in the upper left chest, authorities 

said. 

District Attorney Jerry Spangler acknowledged that the 

expansion of the so-called Castle Doctrine, which governs 

the right to use deadly force without retreat, played a role 

in the decision not to prosecute Woolley. 

In June, Gov. Tom Corbett signed legislation enlarging 

the definition of one's "castle" to include a home's attached 

porch, deck or patio. 

Previously, a person outside his home was required to 

take steps away from a potential assailant before having a 

reasonable belief that deadly force was necessary to protect 

himself. 

"Because of the facts developed by the police 

investigation that (Bittinger) had been told repeatedly to 

leave the premises, that would be an unlawful presence, 

and because he was approaching this residence with a club, 

that would be a forceful entry as well," Spangler said at a 

news conference. 

"What we want to make clear here is, this is a very 

limited factual situation, and this deals with a situation 

where there was an assault or an attack on the porch 

attached to the residence." 

Woolley could not be reached for comment. 

The new Castle Doctrine guidelines have been tested in 

a few cases in the state. 

http://www.myfoxchicago.com/dpp/news/crime/koren-michael-noll-prostitution-arrest-northwest-indiana-hobart-joliet-20111228
http://www.myfoxchicago.com/dpp/news/crime/koren-michael-noll-prostitution-arrest-northwest-indiana-hobart-joliet-20111228
http://www.myfoxchicago.com/dpp/news/crime/koren-michael-noll-prostitution-arrest-northwest-indiana-hobart-joliet-20111228
http://abclocal.go.com/wpvi/story?section=news/crime&id=8481748
http://abclocal.go.com/wpvi/story?section=news/crime&id=8481748
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In Montgomery County, authorities are investigating 

whether a Dec. 17 shooting that left a 19-year-old man 

dead and his adoptive father wounded was justified. 

The men were wielding baseball bats when they 

confronted the homeowner, who claims he shot them in 

self-defense after he was assaulted. 

Montgomery County District Attorney Risa Vetri 

Ferman said investigators are looking at the Castle 

Doctrine provisions as part of their review of the case. 

Kim Stolfer of McDonald, chairman of the group 

Firearms Owners Against Crime, said the prosecutors' 

decision in the Somerset County case was an appropriate 

interpretation of the Castle Doctrine. 

"Citizens shouldn't live in fear of prosecution when 

they're also in fear of serious harm or death," he said. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/s_

773916.html#ixzz1hxXhKaE2 

 

11-12-27 Castle Doctrine means no charges in bow-

and-arrow killing 

Somerset County District Attorney Jerry Spangler will 

not charge a man who fatally shot another man with a bow 

and arrow, saying today that changes in the state's Castle 

Doctrine factored into his decision. 

Mr. Spangler said the unidentified 38-year-old Center 

City man who confessed to shooting Tony L. Bittinger on 

Oct. 10 claimed he did so in self-defense. 

Mr. Bittinger was found shot through the chest with an 

arrow near the front steps to the man's house. 

The Castle Doctrine was amended this summer to 

expand a homeowner's right to use deadly force against 

intruders, Mr. Spangler said. 

The new Castle Doctrine expands a homeowner's 

"castle" to include porches and eliminates the owner's duty 

to retreat before attacking an intruder. 

Mr. Spangler said the man might not have been charged 

under the old statute, but the new law "makes it much 

clearer" that the shooting was justified. 

Trooper Joseph Drzal said Mr. Bittinger, who had been 

romantically involved with the man's wife, made several 

threatening phone calls to the man before driving up to his 

home to confront him. There, he threatened the man with a 

heavy wooden club. 

The man told him to leave repeatedly. When Mr. 

Bittinger attempted to come up the stairs, the man shot him 

in the chest with an arrow. He died before first responders 

arrived. 

http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/11361/1199563-

100.stm 

 

11-12-27 Gun sales at record levels, according to FBI 

background checks 

December holiday shoppers were not just interested in 

buying the hottest electronics and toys -- they also were 

purchasing record numbers of guns, according to the latest 

FBI figures on background checks required to buy 

firearms. 

With a few days left in December, the FBI reports the 

number of background checks has already topped the 

previous one-month record -- set only in November -- of 

1,534,414 inquiries by gun dealers to the National Instant 

Criminal Background Check System also known as NICS. 

Almost half a million checks were done in just the last six 

days before Christmas 

Two days before Christmas, NICS ran 102,222 

background checks, which was the second-busiest day in 

history. The one-day record was set this year on Black 

Friday, the big shopping day following Thanksgiving, with 

129,166 searches. By comparison, the previous one-day 

high was set November 28, 2008, when gun dealers made 

slightly less than 98,000 requests for background searches. 

It's not possible to tell exactly how many guns have 

been purchased because buyers often take home more than 

one gun. But most people pass the background checks. 

Only 1.3% of the searches result in people being denied 

permission to buy a weapon, said FBI spokesman Steve 

Fischer. 

FBI officials did not offer a theory on the spike in gun 

sales. It's also not clear how many of the background 

checks were for people who never had owned guns before 

and how many were for gunowners adding to their 

collections. 

The National Rifle Association says the figures indicate 

more people feel they need guns for self defense. 

"I think there's an increased realization that when 

something bad occurs, it's going to be between them and 

the criminal," NRA spokesman Andrew Arulanandam told 

CNN. Arulandandum said Americans realize police cannot 

be everywhere there's trouble and also that some officers 

are being laid off due to budget cutting. 

The NRA spokesman also said an increased number of 

Americans are participating in skeet shooting and other gun 

sports. 

A leading gun-control organization says repeat buyers 

most likely are responsible for the holiday surge in guns 

sales. 

"The research we've seen indicates fewer and fewer 

people are owning more and more guns," said Caroline 

Brewer of the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence. 

"All the trends indicate the number of Americans who own 

guns has declined." 

"It would appear because of fear-mongering by the 

NRA since (President Barack) Obama's election that 

people are adding more guns to their arsenals out of fear 

Obama and the Democrats will take away their guns, which 

is absurd," said Brewer. 

http://articles.cnn.com/2011-12-27/us/us_record-gun-

sales_1_gun-sales-gun-dealers-gun-sports?_s=PM:US 

 

11-12-27 More and more women embracing gun 

ownership 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/s_773916.html#ixzz1hxXhKaE2
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/s_773916.html#ixzz1hxXhKaE2
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/11361/1199563-100.stm
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/11361/1199563-100.stm
http://articles.cnn.com/2011-12-27/us/us_record-gun-sales_1_gun-sales-gun-dealers-gun-sports?_s=PM:US
http://articles.cnn.com/2011-12-27/us/us_record-gun-sales_1_gun-sales-gun-dealers-gun-sports?_s=PM:US
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(CBS News)  The face of the American gun owner is 

changing. 

More women than ever are picking up rifles, shotguns, 

and handguns. And target shooting is one of the fastest-

growing female sports. 

But, looks can be deceiving. We're not talking "Dirty 

Harriet" here, notes "Early Show" contributor Katrina 

Szish. 

Female participation in target shooting in the U.S. has 

nearly doubled in the last decade, growing to nearly five 

million women since 2001. 

Pistol-shooting mommas and rifle-wielding yoga 

instructors may not be the type of woman who comes to 

mind when you hear about female shooters, but they're 

dominating the sport. 

They say they shoot not only for self-protection, but 

because it relieves stress, helps them find peace and 

concentration and - feel feminine. 

For instance, Deirdre Gailey, who says, "I'm a yoga 

instructor, I work at a vegan bakery -- and I also like to 

shoot guns." 

Aren't guns and shooting the opposite of yoga's Zen 

experience? 

"Yoga's Zen-like quality can be applied to shooting 

guns in a lot of ways,' says Gailey. "Shooting guns takes 

focus, concentration, and it doesn't always have to be about 

violence." 

"(When I cook)," Gailey added, "I use a chef's knife. 

You have respect for a knife as a tool that you use in your 

craft. And I think guns can be used in the same way." 

The target shooting industry now caters to female 

shooters. There are pink pistols, and even purses with 

holster slots. 

"All of us are brought together by the love of the sport," 

says Lesa Ellanson, a certified shooting instructor for the 

National Rifle Association's "Women on Target" program. 

To those who say guns are masculine, Ellanson says, "It 

would depend on how you define femininity. I think a 

capable woman is the most feminine expression of power 

that there is." 

So women shooters could be "girly girls"? 

"Very much so," Ellanson replied. 

Jill Kargman, an author and mother of three, is a 

licensed gun owner and target shooter, says, "I always 

dress up. I'm very traditional feminine in certain ways. But 

when I'm shooting a gun, I guess I feel empowered, and 

empowerment is sexy." 

Kargman's even been approved for a handgun license, a 

process that, in New York City, is one of the most rigorous 

in the country. 

But Kargman says it was worth it. "Sometimes, you 

kind of lose yourself in motherhood. And as much as I'm 

obsessed with my kids,I started to feel like my identity was 

subsumed into being their mom instead of being Jill. And 

so I needed something that was my own. And shooting is 

that for me." 

How does it feel shooting a gun? 

Says Gailey: "Poweful." 

Kargman: "Excited." 

Ellanson: "Relaxed." 

Most states require training and safety courses before 

using firearms, and there are programs popping up 

throughout the country teaching women to do just that.  

http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-500202_162-

57348612/more-and-more-women-embracing-gun-

ownership/ 

 

11-12-27 Mass. Quincy College considers gun ban 

Quincy College’s governing board will consider a 

policy that would ban everyone other than police officers 

from carrying a gun on campus, regardless of whether they 

have a permit. 

College President Peter Tsaffaras said the policy was 

drafted as part of a safety and security review, and that it 

would give the college grounds to remove someone with a 

gun from the campus. 

“We receive anecdotal evidence sometimes that we 

have students who are coming to school armed,” Tsaffaras 

said. “They’re not hostile and threatening, but they’re 

armed nonetheless. And we want to have a policy in place 

to deal with it.” 

The policy was unanimously approved Tuesday night 

by the governing board’s personnel and programs 

committee. The full board of governors will vote on it next 

month, by which time language covering other concealed 

weapons like knives and Mace may be incorporated. 

Tsaffaras said the the college will hire a campus safety 

and security consultant who will advise the board as it 

considers the policy. 

The draft policy approved Tuesday states that no person 

“shall have on their person or in their possession a firearm, 

loaded or unloaded, operable or inoperable, while on any 

property, including but not limited to, buildings and 

parking areas, occupied or used by Quincy College.” 

Violators will be subject to the college’s “persona non 

grata policy,” which allows the president to immediately 

suspend a student or employee. It also prohibits them from 

returning without permission. The sanction can be appealed 

to a hearing board. 

The proposed gun ban would not apply to law 

enforcement personnel on the Quincy College grounds. 

The college’s security guards do not carry guns. 

Board member Joseph Shea, who is also the longtime 

city clerk, said such policies can be objectionable to 

staunch defenders of the constitutional right to bear arms. 

“You’d be surprised at who carries guns,” Shea said. 

“Some people are very aware and very sharp about it, and 

their reasoning (for carrying). It came up (in Quincy) with 

employees other than policeman carrying guns. They had 

laborers carrying guns, people who worked the night shift 

carrying guns. They had a license to carry them.” 

http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-500202_162-57348612/more-and-more-women-embracing-gun-ownership/
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-500202_162-57348612/more-and-more-women-embracing-gun-ownership/
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-500202_162-57348612/more-and-more-women-embracing-gun-ownership/
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Committee member Barbara Clarke said she was 

concerned about setting a policy that “may be legally 

indefensible or cause us grief over time.” She also called 

for guidelines that instruct faculty members about how to 

approach a student who is carrying a weapon. 

Tsaffaras, an attorney, said the policy has been 

reviewed by four lawyers and is “perfectly reasonable” and 

defensible. 

Committee member Maureen Glynn Carroll said the 

extension of the campus gun ban to other dangerous 

weapons should be studied carefully. 

“I wouldn’t want to limit someone’s ability to protect 

themselves walking to the train station with pepper spray 

or something,” she said. “There’s got to be some kind of 

balance.” 

As it stands, Tsaffaras said, the college doesn’t have 

grounds to stand on if it wants to remove from campus 

someone carrying a gun. 

“We could get them out of the classroom, we could talk 

to them,” he said, but the response might be: “‘I have an 

absolute right; I’m licensed to carry. Where’s the policy 

that says I’m not (allowed)?’” 

If students are “sitting in a classroom (where someone 

is) carrying a handgun in their waistband,” it has “a 

chilling effect,” Tsaffaras said. 

http://www.patriotledger.com/topstories/x1282427707/

Quincy-College-considers-gun-ban 

 

11-12-26 Maine Bill aims to expand gun-in-vehicle 

law 

AUGUSTA — Guns — and whether they can be stored 

in vehicles at work — will once again be debated by 

lawmakers in the upcoming session. 

Rep. Dale Crafts, R-Lisbon, is seeking to modify a 

controversial bill signed into law in June that allows those 

with a concealed firearm permit to store a gun in their 

vehicle at work, as long as the vehicle is locked and the 

firearm is not visible. 

Crafts has submitted new legislation, L.D. 1603, to 

extend the same right to state workers as those who work 

in the private sector. 

The bill drew intense debate in the House and Senate 

earlier this year because it prohibits employers from setting 

their own gun-in-vehicle policies. 

The Maine State Chamber of Commerce opposed the 

bill, and many Democrats agreed with the chamber. But 

Republicans argued that those who have permits should be 

allowed to legally store their firearms in the vehicles while 

they are at work. 

The new bill has been referred to the Legislature's 

Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee for 

consideration. 

Stacks of new bills are coming out almost daily at the 

State House as things begin to gear up in advance of the 

return of the Legislature Jan. 4.  

http://www.pressherald.com/news/bill-aims-to-expand-

gun-in-vehicle-law_2011-12-26.html 

 

11-12-26 VA Handgun restrictions may top GOP hit 

list 

The 1993 state law limiting individuals to the purchase 

of one handgun per month had bipartisan support, but it 

may face a challenge in 2012. 

Partisans of both major parties are fond of saying 

elections have consequences, and they're right. Come 

January, gun-control and gun-rights advocates alike expect 

a gun-friendlier legislature as a consequence of this 

November's General Assembly election. 

They're probably right, too, hard as that is to imagine in 

a state where legislators allow visitors to the Capitol to 

come bearing firearms. Shoot, some of the lawmakers are 

packing, too. 

Though rural Democrats will match any Republican's 

zeal for gun rights, the GOP's success in taking effective 

control of the tied Virginia Senate — and thus the 

statehouse, where it added to a solid majority in the House 

of Delegates — might be prelude to passing pro-gun rights 

bills that, in previous years, opponents have been able to 

pick off in the upper chamber. 

At the top of gun enthusiasts' wish list is undoing the 

1993 state law limiting handgun purchases to one per 

person per month — passed by a coalition of Democrats 

and suburban Republicans, including a young Del. Bob 

McDonnell, over the opposition of other Republicans and 

rural Democrats. 

Bipartisanship was not unheard of back then. Still, the 

National Rifle Association was so formidable a lobby that 

the outcome astounded friend and foe alike. 

With talk now of eliminating the limit on handgun 

sales, it would be useful to recall the public outrage that 

made it possible. 

Virginia's lax gun laws had made the commonwealth an 

exporter of handguns to Washington, D.C., New York and 

other points north. Often, guns were taken in trade for 

drugs that could be sold on the streets down here for a nice 

markup, private entrepreneurship attended on both ends by 

a not surprising level of violent crime. 

The (Norfolk) Virginian-Pilot's esteemed statehouse 

reporter at the time, Margaret Edds, wrote of Gov. Doug 

Wilder's newly appointed gubernatorial task force on 

violent crime and one member, newly appointed 

Republican U.S. attorney for eastern Virginia, Richard 

Cullen, who had "identified gun-trafficking and gun 

violence as his top priorities." 

Among his office's high-profile cases, Edds reported, 

"were charges against a United Parcel Service driver 

accused of stealing 850 guns from a Northern Virginia 

firearms importer, a New Jersey-to-Richmond drug gang 

accused of 11 murders in 45 days, a suburban Richmond 

gun dealer charged with selling hundreds of weapons to 

http://www.patriotledger.com/topstories/x1282427707/Quincy-College-considers-gun-ban
http://www.patriotledger.com/topstories/x1282427707/Quincy-College-considers-gun-ban
http://www.pressherald.com/news/bill-aims-to-expand-gun-in-vehicle-law_2011-12-26.html
http://www.pressherald.com/news/bill-aims-to-expand-gun-in-vehicle-law_2011-12-26.html
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East Coast gun runners and a New York-to-Richmond gang 

the dealer helped supply with almost 300 illegal guns." 

Throw in a nascent Virginians Against Handgun 

Violence, a grassroots group formed in 1992, and the 

political pressure was on for change. 

How times have changed. Now Gov. McDonnell says 

he'd support ending the handgun restriction — that 

technological advances in computerized background 

checks make it unnecessary. 

Perhaps. Virginians might soon find out if that is so. 

http://www.roanoke.com/editorials/wb/302759 

 

11-12-25 A little research can go a long way for 

Allegheny County hunters 

School is out for the holidays, but that doesn't mean 

hunters shouldn't do their homework. 

The late deer seasons open tomorrow. Flintlock hunters 

can take the field from Dec. 26 to Jan. 16, as can archers. 

Hunters with a doe tag for wildlife management unit 2B 

can hunt in the extended doe season there from Dec. 26 to 

Jan. 28. 

Archers can take a buck anywhere statewide, provided 

they have a back tag; or a doe, provided they have an 

antlerless doe tag good for that particular wildlife 

management unit. Hunters in 2B for the late season are 

limited to taking does only, and only if they have a valid 

doe license. 

Flintlock hunters, meanwhile, can take a buck or doe 

anywhere statewide with their back tag. 

"That's the one exception to the rule, that flintlock 

hunters can take a doe that way," said Tom Fazi, 

information and education supervisor in the Pennsylvania 

Game Commission's southwest region office. 

So there are plenty of opportunities to head outdoors. 

There are plenty of opportunities when it comes to where 

to hunt, too. 

That, though, is where the homework comes in, 

especially as it relates to unit 2B. 

Beth Fife, one of the commission's wildlife 

conservation officers in Allegheny County, said she sees a 

definite uptick in deer hunting pressure in the late season. 

"If guys didn't get a deer at camp before, they're out 

locally looking for deer now," she said. 

There is not a lot of public land open to hunting in 

Allegheny County, though. There's just one state game 

lands, 203, near Wexford, for example. 

But there are plenty of places to hunt, Fife said. It's just 

that much of it is privately owned, which requires hunters 

to do more work. 

Consol Energy owns about 900 acres that are open to 

hunting in Fife's district alone, for example, she said. But 

hunters need to contact the company to find out where the 

land is and where to access it. 

Likewise, the Allegheny Land Trust owns multiple 

properties throughout Allegheny County. Some are open to 

hunting, others are not. Hunters have to contact that group 

or visit its website for specifics. 

And there are other landowners who own property that 

are enrolled in one of the Game Commission's public 

access programs. Hunters can find them by visiting 

www.pgc.state.pa.us and looking under "hunting," then 

"public access cooperator lands." 

"It takes a little work. And you have to ask permission 

of the landowner before accessing those properties," Fife 

said. "But if you do a little research, there are lot of places 

worth hunting in Allegheny County." 

 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/sports/outd

oors/s_773541.html 

 

11-12-22 Iowa 'Unbelievable' rise in weapons 

permits 

Interest grew substantially after law reduced sheriffs' 

ability to deny them 

The number of Iowans seeking permits to carry 

handguns and other weapons has increased 170 percent 

during the first 11 months of 2011 — a trend one Iowa 

sheriff calls “unbelievable.” 

During the first year in which a new law gave sheriffs 

less discretion over which residents can be denied permits, 

94,516 Iowans sought and received non-professional 

weapons permits from January through November, the 

Iowa Department of Public Safety reports. 

Data from the state’s three most populous counties 

show an even greater surge in weapons permits in key 

urban areas. In Polk, Linn and Scott counties, the number 

of permits issued thus far in 2011 is 271 percent higher 

than in 2010. 

“It really has been amazing,” Cerro Gordo County 

Sheriff Kevin Pals said. “Interest has continued the whole 

year here.” 

The increase is attributed to a change in state law that 

took effect Jan. 1 that requires Iowa sheriffs to give 

weapons permits to almost everyone who asks for one. 

Previously, a sheriff could deny a permit for any or no 

reason. 

A spot check statewide shows: 

In Polk County, which includes the Des Moines metro 

area, 9,720 permits have been issued in 2011, more than 

three times the number in 2010, when 2,597 permits were 

issued. 

In Linn County, which includes Cedar Rapids, 5,293 

permits have been issued this year through Dec. 13. In all 

of 2010, 1,921 permits were issued. 

In Scott County, which includes Davenport, 4,212 

permits have been issued through November. In 2010, 670 

permits were issued. 

And in Cerro Gordo County, which includes Mason 

City, 1,221 permits have been issued through Dec. 13. In 

2010, 482 people sought weapons permits. 

http://www.roanoke.com/editorials/wb/302759
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/sports/outdoors/s_773541.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/sports/outdoors/s_773541.html
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“It’s unbelievable,” Pals said. “It hasn’t slowed. The 

permits used to be one-year permits. Now they are good for 

five years.” 

Scott County Sheriff Dennis Conard, who has seen a 

570 percent increase in permits, said few problems have 

cropped up despite more Iowans having handgun permits. 

He believes people who qualify for a permit are not 

likely to cause trouble. 

“I didn’t expect any problems with the people who 

qualify, with the gun law or anything else,” Conard said. 

In Des Moines, Jose Aquino has a new permit — and 

says he feels safer with a gun. 

Already an owner of four firearms, Aquino, 27, was 

looking at handguns at Ron’s Pawn and Gun, 125 Army 

Post Road, in Des Moines, last week. 

When he spotted a weapon apparently made for a 

woman he recoiled playfully. The owner of the store, Tracy 

Adams, gave him a closer look at a petite raspberry-colored 

handgun. 

This one is popular with women, Adams said. 

“No thank you,” Aquino said, smiling. He scanned a 

display case that had larger, darker-colored semi-automatic 

weapons. 

Aquino, who owns Vision Night Club in West Des 

Moines, said he likes having a permit that is good for five 

years instead of one. He’s also glad he doesn’t have to get 

separate credentials to purchase a weapon. His carry permit 

is good for that, too. 

“No one is out to get me,” Aquino said. “I’m not 

worried about that. I pray to God I never have to use it. But 

I definitely feel safer when I carry it.” Asked if he was 

carrying a weapon at the moment, he nodded. Asked to 

show it, he pulled up his shirt to expose the handle of a 

semi-automatic handgun. 

He said he bought his first gun two years ago. He didn’t 

feel he was mature enough to handle one until then. 

“Now I just love guns,” he said. “I know it is a big 

responsibility.” 

Aquino is critical of requirements that allow citizens to 

obtain permits without completing at least eight or nine 

hours of training and practical experience at a range. 

Firearms like the easy-to-conceal .380-caliber Ruger 

LCP and the Taurus TCP were all the rage earlier this year 

at Ron’s Pawn and Gun. 

But that trend has yielded to larger firearms and smaller 

guns of a larger caliber, according to Adams. 

Why are more Iowans seeking permits? 

“The majority of people I’ve talked to said they’d just 

always wanted one,” said Pals, the Cerro Gordo County 

sheriff. “And now they can in Iowa and they are following 

through with it. The training that’s required is a lot easier 

now.” 

Pals said it’s not uncommon to see a husband and wife 

showing up to get permits together — or even a group of 

friends. 

In Linn County, Maj. John Godar of the Sheriff’s 

Department said increased availability of mandatory 

training has added to Iowans’ interest. 

“Instructors, some from out of state, came in and started 

teaching classes,” Godar said. “Some gun dealers and 

sporting goods stores sponsored classes.” 

Keith Romp of Controlled Chaos Arms of Baxter said 

interest in classes has remained high throughout the year. 

“People have always had an interest in exercising their 

Second Amendment rights, and now they are following 

through with it,” said Romp, a Polk County deputy who 

holds many of his training classes at a range in Searsboro. 

Andrew Arulanandam, a spokesman for the National 

Rifle Association, said personal safety is an issue of 

nationwide concern. 

“This is not the case just in Iowa. This is across the 

country,” Arulanandam said. “People are placing a higher 

premium on safety.” 

http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/20111223/N

EWS/312230040/-Unbelievable-rise-in-weapons-permits 

 

11-12-22 RNC chairman promises to make Fast and 

Furious a 2012 election theme 

Republican National Committee Chairman Reince 

Priebus reiterated his call for Attorney General Eric 

Holder’s resignation on Wednesday, and promised 

Operation Fast and Furious will be an election issue in 

2012. 

“Holder may want to point fingers and play the blame 

game, but as the Attorney General, he bears the 

responsibility,” Priebus told The Daily Caller. “It’s past 

time for the attorney general to come clean and take 

responsibility and if he doesn’t, he has a boss who should.” 

“Obama’s leadership deficit in holding the members of 

his administration accountable demonstrates yet again that 

the president is taking Washington in the wrong direction 

and only making things worse,” said Preibus. 

“If Obama won’t fire Holder, we will,” Priebus added. 

“We’ll fire the whole team in just 11 months.” 

Priebus considers Obama’s continued support for 

Holder a sign of a consistent lack of competence in the 

administration. He said that although Holder is ultimately 

responsible for Fast and Furious, the president refuses to 

hold him accountable. 

“Whether it’s Attorney General Holder under fire for 

Fast and Furious or Energy Secretary Chu for wasting 

taxpayer dollars, President Obama has a competence 

problem within his inner circle,” Priebus said. “Despite the 

facts showing otherwise, Eric Holder has repeatedly denied 

fault in a reckless scandal that ended with the death of a 

border patrol agent and 1,400 guns lost in Mexico and the 

United States.” 

Priebus also promised to make Fast and Furious a 

prominent theme during the 2012 election. (RELATED: 

Full coverage of Operation Fast and Furious) 

http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/20111223/NEWS/312230040/-Unbelievable-rise-in-weapons-permits
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/20111223/NEWS/312230040/-Unbelievable-rise-in-weapons-permits
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“The president’s inability to lead his administration and 

this country will be a key reason why he doesn’t deserve 

another term and will be a theme in 2012,” he said. 

Every major Republican presidential candidate has 

called for Holder’s resignation or firing because of Fast 

and Furious, as have candidates for other offices 

nationwide. 

http://dailycaller.com/2011/12/22/rnc-chairman-

promises-to-make-fast-and-furious-a-2012-election-theme/ 

 

11-12-22 Rules Eased on Gun Sales to Noncitizens 

WASHINGTON — The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 

Firearms and Explosives is relaxing restrictions on the sale 

of guns to noncitizens because Justice Department lawyers 

have concluded that the rules had no legal basis, officials 

said on Thursday. 

In a letter to firearms dealers on Thursday, the bureau 

said it would soon drop a regulation that bars the sale of 

guns to noncitizens until they can document that they have 

lived in a state for at least 90 days, such as by producing 

three months of utility bills in their name at a local address.  

While citizens, too, must generally be residents of a 

state in order to buy weapons there, the 90-day rule does 

not apply to them. The letter said the Justice Department 

had concluded that the Gun Control Act does not empower 

the A.T.F. to impose a stricter requirement on noncitizen 

gun buyers.  

“Once the regulations have been revised, both U.S. 

citizens and aliens legally present in the U.S. will be 

subject to the same requirements for state residency and 

proof of residency,” the A.T.F. said in the letter.  

The announcement drew criticism from some advocates 

of gun control measures, including Senator Frank R. 

Lautenberg, Democrat of New Jersey, who said that it 

“defies common sense and puts Americans at risk” because 

it could make it easier for foreign terrorists to obtain 

weapons inside the United States.  

The Justice Department, however, said that A.T.F. 

regulations had to be compatible with the plain text of the 

Gun Control Act. The agency is in the process of replacing 

a longstanding “interim” regulation for gun sales to 

noncitizens with a final rule, which led to a fresh review by 

the department’s Office of Legal Counsel.  

This month, the department published an October 

memorandum by the Office of Legal Counsel that said 

another aspect of the A.T.F.’s regulations went too far. It 

was a rule carrying out a section of the Gun Control Act 

that generally bars “aliens” who have “been admitted to the 

United States under a nonimmigrant visa” from buying or 

possessing weapons.  

Congress had added that restriction in 1998, a year after 

a Palestinian visitor shot several people on the observation 

deck of the Empire State Building. But the A.T.F. rule 

went further than the statute by applying the ban to all 

nonimmigrant visitors — including those from several 

dozen Western countries whose citizens do not need a visa 

to visit the United States, like Canada and Britain.  

In the memorandum — disclosed to the public on Dec. 

8 — Virginia Seitz, the assistant attorney general for the 

Office of Legal Counsel, said the A.T.F. regulation could 

not go further than the statute specified. For that reason, 

she said, the bureau must cancel any pending investigations 

premised “on the view that the statute applies to all 

nonimmigrant aliens, regardless of visa status.”  

Nonimmigrant visitors to the United States who entered 

without a visa would still have to meet other requirements 

to buy a weapon — including establishing that they are 

residents, such as by obtaining a driver’s license with a 

local address.  

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/23/us/atf-eases-rules-

on-gun-sales-to-noncitizens.html?_r=3 

 

11-12-21 FL Bill Seeks to Restore Limits on 

Carrying Guns 

TALLAHASSEE | Months after lawmakers approved a 

measure to overrule cities and counties with get-tough gun 

laws, a Palm Beach County lawmaker on Tuesday 

introduced a bill to begin restoring some limits on where 

residents can carry guns. 

Saying she hopes to at least generate debate, Rep. Lori 

Berman, D-Delray Beach, filed a proposal (HB 1087) to 

bar hand guns from childcare care centers and government 

buildings. 

Lawmakers earlier this year passed HB 45, which 

prevents counties and municipalities from enacting gun 

ordinances stricter than the state. The bill prompted many 

cities to repeal a host of laws or face fines. Berman said it 

has led to a wholesale abolition of local gun ordinances 

that has caused ‘a gaping hole" she contends was 

unintended by state lawmakers. 

The bill would prevent the carrying of concealed 

weapons in most county, city and school buildings. Sen. 

Maria Sachs, D-Boca Raton, is expected to file a Senate 

version. 

Berman said she filed the bill after consulting with Palm 

Beach County officials, who were forced to rescind a 

number of local gun restrictions following the bill's 

passage earlier this year. 

Local officials included county commissioners Shelley 

Vana and Burt Aaronson, Tax Collector Anne Gannon, and 

West Palm Beach Mayor Jeri Muoio. 

"We must protect our children when parents enroll them 

in a childcare facility," Aaronson said in a statement. 

"Guns do not belong there. We must protect the people 

who visit their local government offices. Guns do not 

belong there." 

Backers of last year's bill defended it as a simple 

requirement — that state law should trump local law. In 

several instances, local governments have enacted differing 

laws, which was confusing to gun owners and also simply 

bad policy. 

http://dailycaller.com/2011/12/22/rnc-chairman-promises-to-make-fast-and-furious-a-2012-election-theme/
http://dailycaller.com/2011/12/22/rnc-chairman-promises-to-make-fast-and-furious-a-2012-election-theme/
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/23/us/atf-eases-rules-on-gun-sales-to-noncitizens.html?_r=3
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/23/us/atf-eases-rules-on-gun-sales-to-noncitizens.html?_r=3
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It also allowed areas where local leaders disagreed with 

the "law of the land" in the state to skirt the law, backers 

said. 

http://www.theledger.com/article/20111221/NEWS/111

229850/1374?Title=Bill-Seeks-to-Restore-Limits-on-

Carrying-Guns-&tc=ar 

 

11-12-21 Local Cops Ready for War With Homeland 

Security-Funded Military Weapons 

A decade of billions in spending in the name of 

homeland security has armed local police departments with 

military-style equipment and a new commando mentality. 

But has it gone too far? Andrew Becker and G.W. Schulz 

of the Center for Investigative Reporting report 

Nestled amid plains so flat the locals joke you can 

watch your dog run away for miles, Fargo treasures its 

placid lifestyle, seldom pierced by the mayhem and 

violence common in other urban communities. North 

Dakota’s largest city has averaged fewer than two 

homicides a year since 2005, and there’s not been a single 

international terrorism prosecution in the last decade. 

But that hasn’t stopped authorities in Fargo and its 

surrounding county from going on an $8 million buying 

spree to arm police officers with the sort of gear once 

reserved only for soldiers fighting foreign wars. 

Every city squad car is equipped today with a military-

style assault rifle, and officers can don Kevlar helmets able 

to withstand incoming fire from battlefield-grade 

ammunition. And for that epic confrontation—if it ever 

occurs—officers can now summon a new $256,643 

armored truck, complete with a rotating turret. For now, 

though, the menacing truck is used mostly for training and 

appearances at the annual city picnic, where it’s been 

parked near the children’s bounce house. 

“Most people are so fascinated by it, because nothing 

happens here,” says Carol Archbold, a Fargo resident and 

criminal justice professor at North Dakota State University. 

“There’s no terrorism here.” 

Like Fargo, thousands of other local police departments 

nationwide have been amassing stockpiles of military-style 

equipment in the name of homeland security, aided by 

more than $34 billion in federal grants since the Sept. 11, 

2001, terrorist attacks, a Daily Beast investigation 

conducted by the Center for Investigative Reporting has 

found. 

The buying spree has transformed local police 

departments into small, army-like forces, and put 

intimidating equipment into the hands of civilian officers. 

And that is raising questions about whether the strategy has 

gone too far, creating a culture and capability that 

jeopardizes public safety and civil rights while creating an 

expensive false sense of security. 

“The argument for up-armoring is always based on the 

least likely of terrorist scenarios,” says Mark Randol, a 

former terrorism expert at the Congressional Research 

Service, the nonpartisan research arm of Congress. 

“Anyone can get a gun and shoot up stuff. No amount of 

SWAT equipment can stop that.” 

Local police bristle at the suggestion that they’ve 

become “militarized,” arguing the upgrade in firepower 

and other equipment is necessary to combat criminals with 

more lethal capabilities. They point to the 1997 Los 

Angeles-area bank robbers who pinned police for hours 

with assault weapons, the gun-wielding student who 

perpetrated the Virginia Tech massacre in 2007, and the 

terrorists who waged a bloody rampage in Mumbai, India, 

that left 164 people dead and 300 wounded in 2008. 

The new weaponry and battle gear, they insist, helps 

save lives in the face of such threats. “I don’t see us as 

militarizing police; I see us as keeping abreast with 

society,” former Los Angeles Police chief William Bratton 

says. “And we are a gun-crazy society.” 

“I don’t see us as militarizing police; I see us as keeping 

abreast with society.” 

Adds Fargo Police Lt. Ross Renner, who commands the 

regional SWAT team: “It’s foolish to not be cognizant of 

the threats out there, whether it’s New York, Los Angeles, 

or Fargo. Our residents have the right to be protected. We 

don’t have everyday threats here when it comes to 

terrorism, but we are asked to be prepared.” 

The skepticism about the Homeland spending spree is 

less severe for Washington, D.C., Los Angeles and New 

York, which are presumed to be likelier targets. But 

questions persist about whether money was handed out 

elsewhere with any regard for risk assessment or need. And 

the gap in accounting for the decade-long spending spree is 

undeniable. The U.S. Homeland Security Department says 

it doesn’t closely track what’s been bought with its tax 

dollars or how the equipment is used. State and local 

governments don’t maintain uniform records either. 

To assess the changes in law enforcement for The Daily 

Beast, the Center for Investigative Reporting conducted 

interviews and reviewed grant spending records obtained 

through open records requests in 41 states. The probe 

found stockpiles of weaponry and military-style protective 

equipment worthy of a defense contractor’s sales catalog. 

In Montgomery County, Texas, the sheriff’s department 

owns a $300,000 pilotless surveillance drone, like those 

used to hunt down al Qaeda terrorists in the remote tribal 

regions of Pakistan and Afghanistan. In Augusta, Maine, 

with fewer than 20,000 people and where an officer hasn’t 

died from gunfire in the line of duty in more than 125 

years, police bought eight $1,500 tactical vests. Police in 

Des Moines, Iowa, bought two $180,000 bomb-disarming 

robots, while an Arizona sheriff is now the proud owner of 

a surplus Army tank. 

The flood of money opened to local police after 9/11, 

but slowed slightly in recent years. Still, the Department of 

Homeland Security awarded more than $2 billion in grants 

to local police in 2011, and President Obama’s 2009 

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act contributed an 

additional half-billion dollars. 

http://www.theledger.com/article/20111221/NEWS/111229850/1374?Title=Bill-Seeks-to-Restore-Limits-on-Carrying-Guns-&tc=ar
http://www.theledger.com/article/20111221/NEWS/111229850/1374?Title=Bill-Seeks-to-Restore-Limits-on-Carrying-Guns-&tc=ar
http://www.theledger.com/article/20111221/NEWS/111229850/1374?Title=Bill-Seeks-to-Restore-Limits-on-Carrying-Guns-&tc=ar
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Law enforcement officials say the armored vehicles, 

assault weapons, and combat uniforms used by their 

officers provide a public safety benefit beyond their 

advertised capabilities, creating a sort of “shock and awe” 

experience they hope will encourage suspects to surrender 

more quickly. 

“The only time I hear the complaint of ‘God, you guys 

look scary’ is if the incident turns out to be nothing,” says 

West Hartford, Conn., Police Lt. Jeremy Clark, who 

organizes an annual SWAT competition. 

A grainy YouTube video from one of Clark’s recent 

competitions shows just how far the police transformation 

has come, displaying officers in battle fatigues, helmets, 

and multi-pocketed vests storming a hostile scene. One 

with a pistol strapped to his hip swings a battering ram into 

a door. A colleague lobs a flash-bang grenade into a field. 

Another officer, holding a pistol and wearing a rifle 

strapped to his back, peeks cautiously inside a bus. 

The images unfold to the pulsing, ominous soundtrack 

of a popular videogame, Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 2. 

Though resembling soldiers in a far-flung war zone, the 

stars of this video are Massachusetts State Police troopers. 

The number of SWAT teams participating in Clark’s 

event doubled to 40 between 2004 and 2009 as 

Homeland’s police funding swelled. The competition 

provides real-life scenarios for training, and Clark believes 

it is essential, because he fears many SWAT teams are 

falling below the 16 hours of minimum monthly training 

recommended by the National Tactical Officers 

Association. 

“Luck is not for cops. Luck is for drunks and fools,” 

Clark said, explaining his devotion to training. 

One beneficiary of Homeland’s largesse are military 

contractors, who have found a new market for their wares 

and sponsor training events like the one Clark oversees in 

Connecticut or a similar Urban Shield event held in 

California. 

Special ops supplier Blackhawk Industries, founded by 

a former Navy SEAL, was among several Urban Shield 

sponsors this year. Other sponsors for such training peddle 

wares like ThunderSledge breaching tools for smashing 

open locked or chained doors, Lenco Armored Vehicles 

bulletproof box trucks, and KDH Defense Systems’s body 

armor. 

“As criminal organizations are increasingly armed with 

military-style weapons, law enforcement operations require 

the same level of field-tested and combat-proven protection 

used by soldiers and Marines in Iraq, Afghanistan, and 

other high-risk locations,” boasts an Oshkosh Corp. 

brochure at a recent police seminar, where the company 

pitched its “tactical protector vehicle.” 

The trend shows no sign of abating. The homeland 

security market for state and local agencies is projected to 

reach $19.2 billion by 2014, up from an estimated $15.8 

billion in fiscal 2009, according to the Homeland Security 

Research Corp. 

The rise of equipment purchases has paralleled an 

apparent increase in local SWAT teams, but reliable 

numbers are hard to come by. The National Tactical 

Officers Association, which provides training and develops 

SWAT standards, says it currently has about 1,650 team 

memberships, up from 1,026 in 2000. 

Many of America’s newly armed officers are ex-

military veterans from the front lines of Iraq and 

Afghanistan. Charles Ramsey, who was police chief in 

Washington, D.C., on 9/11, upgraded the weaponry when 

he moved to Philadelphia in 2008. Today, some 1,500 

Philly beat cops are trained to use AR-15 assault rifles. 

“We have a lot of people here, like most departments, 

who are ex-military,” Ramsey says. “Some people are very 

much into guns and so forth. So it wasn’t hard to find 

volunteers.” 

Some real-life episodes, however, are sparking a debate 

about whether all that gear also creates a more militarized 

mind-set for local police that exceeds their mission or risks 

public safety. 

In one case, dozens of officers in combat-style gear 

raided a youth rave in Utah as a police helicopter buzzed 

overhead. An online video shows the battle-ready team 

wearing masks and brandishing rifles as they holler for the 

music to be shut off and pin partygoers to the ground. 

And Arizona tactical officers this year sprayed the 

home of ex-Marine Jose Guerena with gunfire as he stood 

in a hallway with a rifle that he did not fire. He was hit 22 

times and died. Police had targeted the man’s older brother 

in a narcotics-trafficking probe, but nothing illegal was 

found in the younger Guerena’s home, and no related 

arrests had been made months after the raid. 

In Maryland, officials finally began collecting data on 

tactical raids after police in 2008 burst into the home of a 

local mayor and killed his two dogs in a case in which the 

mayor’s home was used as a dropoff for drug deal. The 

mayor’s family had nothing to do with criminal activity. 

Such episodes and the sheer magnitude of the 

expenditures over the last decade raise legitimate questions 

about whether taxpayers have gotten their money’s worth 

and whether police might have assumed more might and 

capability than is necessary for civilian forces. 

“With local law enforcement, their mission is to solve 

crimes after they’ve happened, and to ensure that people’s 

constitutional rights are protected in the process,” says 

Jesselyn McCurdy, senior legislative counsel for the 

American Civil Liberties Union. “The military obviously 

has a mission where they are fighting an enemy. When you 

use military tactics in the context of law enforcement, the 

missions don’t match, and that’s when you see trouble with 

the overmilitarization of police.” 

The upgrading of local police nonetheless continues. 

Arizona Sheriff Joe Arpaio now claims to operate his own 

air armada of private pilots—dubbed Operation Desert 

Sky—to monitor illegal border crossings, and he recently 

added a full-size surplus Army tank. New York Police 
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Commissioner Ray Kelly boasted this fall he had a secret 

capability to shoot down an airliner if one threatened the 

city again. And the city of Ogden, Utah, is launching a 54-

foot, remote-controlled “crime-fighting blimp” with a 

powerful surveillance camera. 

Back in Fargo, nearby corn and soybean farmer Tim 

Kozojed supports the local police but questions whether the 

Homeland grants have been spent wisely. ”I’m very 

reluctant to get anxious about a terrorist attack in North 

Dakota,” Kozojed, 31, said. “Why would they bother?” 

http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2011/12/20/local

-cops-ready-for-war-with-homeland-security-funded-

military-weapons.html 

 

11-12-21 Burglary Thwarted by Armed 11-Year-Old 

with Pink Rifle 

Three burglars in a suburban neighborhood in 

Albuquerque, N.M., got more than they bargained from 11-

year-old resident, Alyssa Gutierrez. Since Gutierrez’ 

cousin left her alone in the house only moments earlier, she 

initially dismissed the sound of the door handle rattling as 

her cousin trying to scare her. In response, she turned up 

the volume on the television to ignore him. 

When three teenaged burglars forced open the door with 

a crowbar and entered the residence, Gutierrez slid down 

from the couch where she had been seated in attempt to 

hide. The masked intruders spotted her and she realized 

that one of them was armed with a rifle. Gutierrez ran to 

her mother’s bedroom and retrieved a .22 caliber rifle with 

a pink stock. The bolt action rifle was loaded with only two 

rounds. 

Gutierrez, who had learned to shoot just days earlier, 

said, “I was planning if they came right next to me, I would 

shoot them.” Gutierrez searched the residence while armed 

with the rifle. Fortunately, all three burglars ran out of the 

residence and jumped a fence, where they were 

apprehended by an off-duty police officer. Gutierrez’ 

parents knew one of the burglars and believed he intended 

to steal firearms from the residence. 

Obviously, Gutierrez did an absolutely outstanding job, 

especially given her age and relative inexperience with 

firearms. However, based on the information available, it 

sounds like there were a couple things Gutierrez could 

have done even better. 

Ideally, she would have called 911 to get the police 

started toward the residence. But with precious little time 

to act, it’s hard to fault her for opting for the rifle over the 

phone. Deciding to search the residence for three burglars, 

at least one of which was known to be armed, was probably 

not the best decision, particularly when there were only 

two rounds in her rifle. Gutierrez would have been better 

off to seek cover and wait behind a locked door, with her 

rifle at the ready. Perhaps this would have given her time to 

call 911. 

Have you ever spoken to your loved ones about what 

they should do if they were home alone when someone 

broke into your residence? Do they know where your gun 

is kept, how to load it, and if necessary, how to shoot it to 

defend themselves?  

http://www.gunsandammo.com/2011/12/21/alyssa-

gutierrez-armed-11-year-old/#.TvVTykB0iYk.wordpress 

 

11-12-21 Alabama Mobile Mayor Sam Jones holds 

intruder at gunpoint; man says God sent him 

MOBILE, Alabama -- Mobile Mayor Sam Jones held an 

intruder at gunpoint Tuesday night until police arrived, 

after the Mississippi man broke into his garage, officials 

said.  

James Harvey Wilkerson, 47, was arrested and charged 

with third-degree burglary and breaking and entering into a 

vehicle.  

Wilkerson is from Moss Point, according to an address 

given by police. 

Jones declined to comment on the event, and police 

declined to release the full report of the incident. Jones' 

spokeswoman, Barbara Drummond, relayed his story as 

follows:  

Jones left his house in Toulminville at about 9 p.m. to 

get some items from the grocery store. When he returned, 

he noticed that the nativity scene in his yard, which he’d 

taken care to unplug when he left, was lit up.  

As he pulled into the driveway, he noticed that his truck 

had been tampered with and that his garage door had been 

opened.  

He drew his .38-caliber pistol and advanced on the 

garage until he saw a man inside without a shirt.  

The mayor asked him what he was doing. The man 

replied that “the Lord sent him.”  

The man took steps toward him, Drummond said, and 

Jones told him not to come any further or he would be shot.  

As the man came outside, Jones recognized Wilkerson. 

Moments before, as he drove to the store, Jones had seen 

the man walking down the street.  

Jones called police, who arrived about seven minutes 

later.  

During the interim, Jones asked the man if he knew 

whose house he’d been trying to break into. The man said 

he didn’t.  

Wilkerson later told police that he thought the house 

belonged to Jesus, said Cpl. Christopher Levy, a 

spokesman.  

Police arrested the man without incident and nobody 

was hurt, Levy said.  

Injuries to Wilkerson’s face, which left wounds visible 

in his jail mug shot, had been suffered before the alleged 

burglary, Levy said.  

Wilkerson had recently left the University of South 

Alabama Medical Center and was still wearing the patient 

identification bracelet when police took him into custody, 

Levy said.  

Drummond said that the man had gained entry into the 

garage via an electronic opener found in the truck, along 

http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2011/12/20/local-cops-ready-for-war-with-homeland-security-funded-military-weapons.html
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2011/12/20/local-cops-ready-for-war-with-homeland-security-funded-military-weapons.html
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2011/12/20/local-cops-ready-for-war-with-homeland-security-funded-military-weapons.html
http://www.gunsandammo.com/2011/12/21/alyssa-gutierrez-armed-11-year-old/#.TvVTykB0iYk.wordpress
http://www.gunsandammo.com/2011/12/21/alyssa-gutierrez-armed-11-year-old/#.TvVTykB0iYk.wordpress
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with a set of keys, none of which corresponded to the door 

giving access to the interior of the home.  

Wilkerson had apparently been trying to open a window 

from the garage to the interior of the house, as he’d torn 

open the screen, Drummond said.  

Drummond said Wilkerson was compliant the entire 

time and at no time did Jones feel threatened. 

http://blog.al.com/live/2011/12/mayor_sam_jones_hold

s_intruder.html 

 

11-12-21 Amish girl shot in head by man cleaning 

rifle 

The shooting death of a 15-year-old Amish girl driving 

a horse-drawn buggy was caused by a man who 

accidentally shot his rifle into the air while cleaning it two 

kilometres away, US police say. 

Rachel Yoder was shot in the head on Thursday night 

while travelling to her home in Fredericksburg, Ohio. 

She had attended a Christmas party for employees at an 

Amish produce farm and was riding home alone when she 

was shot, police Captain Douglas Hunter said on Tuesday. 

Holmes County Sheriff Timothy Zimmerly said the 

gun-cleaner's family came forward and his neighbours 

reported hearing a shot about the time the girl was 

wounded. 

The man had fired the muzzle-loading rifle in the air 

two kilometres from where Yoder was shot, Zimmerly 

said. 

State investigators were checking the rifle for a 

ballistics match, he said. 

"In all probability, it looks like an accidental shooting," 

Zimmerly said. 

No charges have been filed. 

The horse continued to cart the girl after she was shot, 

and she fell out of the buggy near her home. 

Her brother found her after he saw the horse walking in 

circles and went to check it. 

Authorities initially believed she had fallen out of the 

buggy and hit her head until a hospital test revealed the 

gunshot wound. 

Hunter said his department traced a trail of blood along 

the road in an area of farms and rolling hills. 

http://www.smh.com.au/world/amish-girl-shot-in-head-

by-man-cleaning-rifle-20111221-1p4oq.html 

 

11-12-20 Robber and victims exchange gunfire at 

Harrisburg car wash 

HARRISBURG— A bandit wearing a facemask robbed 

two men at the car wash on the corner of South Cameron 

and Berryhill around 8:30pm Monday. He then turned at 

fired at the victims as he was leaving the car wash. One of 

the victims was armed with a handgun and returned fire, 

prompting another three-round salvo from the robber. 

Neither victim was hurt, though a bullet went through one 

of the victim's shoes. The victims think the bandit was hit 

in the exchange because he fell down after one of the shots. 

The robber was last seen running in the direction of South 

13th Street. 

The robber is described as being a black male, about 

5'10" – 6', and wearing all dark clothing and facemask. The 

investigation continues and anyone having any information 

on this is asked to contact Det. Victor Rivera at 717-255-

6491 or email vrivera@cityofhbg.com or Sgt. Thomas 

Carter at 717-255-6586 or email tccarter@cityofhbg.com. 

http://www.fox43.com/news/dauphin/wpmt-harrisburg-

car-wash-robbery-shots-fired,0,4415602.story 

 

11-12-20 It's time for Michigan to OK stun guns 

Bills require same process as concealed weapons 

permits 

Michigan remains one of a handful of states that doesn't 

allow its citizens to own or carry stun guns for self-

defense. It has a chance to remedy that in the near future, 

by passing legislation that would allow citizens to buy stun 

guns, if they follow the process in place for people who are 

licensed to carry concealed firearms. 

The legislation has passed the Senate and is now in a 

House committee. It should be approved. 

A stun gun, often referred to by the trademarked name 

Taser, discharges two prongs that deliver an electric shock, 

causing muscle contractions that temporarily disable the 

targeted individual. 

The legislation would allow consumers to purchase and 

carry the devices, but only if they qualify to hold a 

concealed pistol license. To get such a license, citizens 

participate in training courses that cover the legal issues in 

using force. 

By limiting access only to citizens who undergo the 

licensing procedure for concealed firearms, Michigan 

would have rules more strict than most other states that 

allow consumers to buy stun guns. 

In fact, Michigan's concealed pistol license holders have 

proven themselves to be a generally law-abiding group in 

the years since the state adopted its "shall issue" guidelines, 

a less restrictive standard than it had used previously. 

Many citizens and groups were concerned that the change 

would bring dangerous gunplay to the state's streets as 

armed citizens roamed freely. That didn't happen. 

And there's no reason to think it will happen with stun 

guns, either. 

Stun guns are a nonlethal option for self-defense, 

something that some citizens would find more accessible. 

The rules for transporting such devices would be similar to 

those for pistols. 

The consumer-grade devices are designed to discharge 

confetti when used; the confetti carries registration 

numbers that can be traced to the purchaser, a feature 

designed to discourage inappropriate discharge of the stun 

gun. 

One argument against the devices is that they could be 

used against law enforcement officers. But that's already 

http://blog.al.com/live/2011/12/mayor_sam_jones_holds_intruder.html
http://blog.al.com/live/2011/12/mayor_sam_jones_holds_intruder.html
http://www.smh.com.au/world/amish-girl-shot-in-head-by-man-cleaning-rifle-20111221-1p4oq.html
http://www.smh.com.au/world/amish-girl-shot-in-head-by-man-cleaning-rifle-20111221-1p4oq.html
http://www.fox43.com/news/dauphin/wpmt-harrisburg-car-wash-robbery-shots-fired,0,4415602.story
http://www.fox43.com/news/dauphin/wpmt-harrisburg-car-wash-robbery-shots-fired,0,4415602.story
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true, since criminals can illegally bring them here from 

other states. 

Law-abiding Michigan citizens who want the option of 

a nonlethal device for personal protection should have it. 

These bills should pass. 

http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/article/20111221/O

PINION01/112210301/It-s-time-Michigan-OK-stun-guns 

 

11-12-20 States loosen concealed carry gun laws 

JACKSON, Miss. — A Mississippi resident who 

receives a concealed carry permit and takes an eight-hour 

course can now carry a gun on college campuses, in bars 

and in courthouses. 

As of this summer, Wyoming residents need no permits 

for concealed weapons. And in Indiana, private businesses 

must allow employees to keep firearms in their vehicles on 

company property. 

Those and other recent changes on the state level 

represent a growing shift toward loosening state gun 

regulations, according to University of Chicago professor 

Jens Ludwig. 

"When you look across the states, they are definitely 

moving in the direction of allowing concealed weapons in 

more locations," Ludwig said. 

Supporters of the trend see it as a boost for gun rights. 

The National Rifle Association tracks the legislation online 

and has praised the new state laws. 

Others say the trend could pose a threat to public safety. 

"The gun lobby won't stop," said Brian Malte, of the 

Washington, D.C.-based Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun 

Violence. Malte described the way he sees the trend for the 

past 10 years: guns "anytime, any place and for anyone." 

Proponents of the shift say they are just trying to give 

law-abiding citizens a way to protect themselves. 

"Somebody who's disturbed or a crook -- they're not 

going to care (if it's illegal to carry a gun in certain 

locations)," said Mississippi state Rep. Greg Snowden, a 

Republican who was one of three authors of an amendment 

that paved the way for the new policy here. 

Alaska, Arizona and Vermont, like Wyoming, do not 

require permits for concealed guns, according to the NRA's 

Institute for Legislative Action. 

Lawmakers in Colorado and Utah made similar 

proposals, but those bills died during the states' most recent 

legislative sessions, legislative records show.  

Florida this year passed a law that would prevent 

pediatricians from asking about guns in patients' homes, 

according to the NRA legislation tracker. A federal judge 

has temporarily blocked the measure. Doctors found in 

violation would have lost their medical licenses and faced 

fines of up to $10,000, according to the law that was 

passed.  

University of Mississippi Police Chief Calvin Sellers 

said he supports the right to own firearms, but he still 

thinks Mississippi's newest policy could be a "bad law." 

"I just don't like the idea of people having firearms in a 

classroom," he said. 

There have been several high-profile campus shootings 

in recent years, most notably the 2007 Virginia Tech 

shooting that killed 33 people and injured 25, and the 

shooting there earlier this month in which a campus police 

officer was killed by a gunman who subsequently killed 

himself. 

Aside from the high-profile cases, David Burnett, 

spokesman for a national student-led group that supports 

concealed carry laws for college campuses, said he 

believes allowing students to carry guns can help in 

situations of sexual assault, armed robbery or other crimes. 

"This isn't just about the rare college shooting 

incidents," he said. 

http://www.usatoday.com/news/usaedition/2011-12-20-

new-gun-laws_st_u.htm?csp=obnetwork 

 

11-12-20 ‘Furious’ failure 

The American people deserve an explanation of how 

“Operation Fast & Furious” went from a bad idea to a law-

enforcement disaster. But Attorney General Eric Holder 

seems more interested in shielding his underlings from 

prying congressional questions than in providing answers. 

Holder needs to find out who signed off on this 

“gunwalking” experiment and fire those responsible.  

There is no dispute about what happened with Fast & 

Furious. The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms & 

Explosives let people with known connections to Mexican 

drug cartels buy more than 2,000 firearms in Arizona, walk 

them across the border, and deliver the guns to the cartels. 

The guns involved have been implicated in more than 200 

killings, including the death of Border Patrol Agent Brian 

Terry in December 2010. At that point, the department 

stopped the program. 

Whatever was the bureau thinking? U.S. Rep. Darrell 

Issa, R-Vista, who is investigating the operation, wrote in 

USA Today this month that Fast & Furious “was intended 

to allow straw buyers to supply drug cartels with firearms 

in the hope that ATF could identify cartel members after 

the guns recovered at crime scenes in Mexico were traced 

to their original place of purchase.” 

There’s just one word to describe this operation: Dumb. 

Give criminals guns, let them kill people, then use the 

purchase history to identify the cartel members?  

The Justice Department, which supervises the bureau, 

cannot let something like this happen again. But preventing 

such misadventures in the future requires exposing the 

process that gave birth to Fast & Furious and the people 

who apparently thought it was a good idea. The process 

needs additional safeguards and the people who designed it 

do not belong in government or in law enforcement. 

Yet the attorney general seems determined not to sort 

through this mess. He has taken the attitude that this is 

some routine Washington scandal that will evaporate in 

time. But Congress is not likely to lose interest in the case. 

http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/article/20111221/OPINION01/112210301/It-s-time-Michigan-OK-stun-guns
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/article/20111221/OPINION01/112210301/It-s-time-Michigan-OK-stun-guns
http://www.usatoday.com/news/usaedition/2011-12-20-new-gun-laws_st_u.htm?csp=obnetwork
http://www.usatoday.com/news/usaedition/2011-12-20-new-gun-laws_st_u.htm?csp=obnetwork
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The program contributed to the deaths of scores of people. 

Conducted without the knowledge of the Mexican 

government, it has damaged diplomatic relations with 

Mexico and contributed to the drug-related violence 

wracking that country. 

Some of Holder’s defenders excuse the program on the 

grounds that “Bush did it too.” The Bush administration 

ran a similar program that also let straw purchasers buy 

guns for the cartels. But in that case, law enforcement 

attempted to intercept the guns. And in any event, blaming 

Bush hardly excuses those in the current administration 

from accountability of their own. 

Yet, to date, only Assistant Attorney General Lanny 

Breuer has come forward to claim responsibility for failing 

to stop the program in 2010. And Breuer is still on the job. 

U.S. Attorney Dennis Burke did quit in August — but 

without accepting responsibility for Fast & Furious, writing 

in his resignation letter simply that it was “time to move 

on.” 

That’s not good enough. Fast & Furious should be a 

case study in how not to conduct a sting. The public needs 

the facts, not Eric Holder’s hazy recollections and his 

record of indefensible inaction. 

http://www.pe.com/opinion/editorials-

headlines/20111220-nation-furious-failure.ece 

 

11-12-20 Now, 91 congressmen have ‘no confidence’ 

in Holder or believe he should quit 

Attorney General Eric Holder’s list of Operation Fast 

and Furious critics has grown over the past several days, as 

four more have signed on to a resolution of “no 

confidence” in him. 

Republican Reps. Marsha Blackburn of Tennessee, 

Kevin Brady of Texas, Tim Griffin of Arkansas and Tim 

Walberg of Michigan have all now signed on as co-

sponsors of Arizona Republican Rep. Paul Gosar’s “no 

confidence” resolution. 

Though it’s not directly a call for Holder to step down, 

the resolution alleges that the nation’s top law enforcement 

official’s actions have proven he is not “competent, 

trustworthy and beyond reproach,” and that he has sought 

to “cover up” mistakes rather than cooperate with Congress 

“in disclosing the events and circumstances and 

transparently addressing the issues.” 

Griffin told The Daily Caller he signed on to the 

resolution because Holder has not actively held anyone 

accountable for Fast and Furious. 

“Attorney General Holder’s testimony before the House 

Judiciary Committee earlier this month confirmed what I 

already believed: the Department’s Operation Fast and 

Furious and his mismanagement of the aftermath, including 

his unwillingness to hold people accountable, raise serious 

concerns about his ability to fulfill his duties as our 

nation’s top law enforcement officer,” Griffin said in an 

email. 

A spokeswoman from Brady’s office told TheDC he is 

“outraged” about the ill-fated gun walking program, and 

with the Justice Department’s continued stonewalling of 

congressional investigators. 

“Congressman Brady recently joined 80 of his 

colleagues in sponsoring a resolution expressing ‘no 

confidence’ in the U.S. Attorney General in the wake of the 

Justice Department’s disastrous and deadly ‘Fast and 

Furious’ program,” Brady’s spokeswoman said in an email. 

“Like many of his constituents and colleagues, the 

Congressman is outraged at the Justice Department’s 

handling of the program and failure to cooperate with 

Congressional investigators.” 

Spokespersons for Blackburn and Walberg haven’t 

returned requests for comment. 

The resolution declares that Holder “presided over a 

law enforcement scheme called ‘Operation Fast and 

Furious’ that was ill conceived at the outset and 

mismanaged.” 

It describes Fast and Furious as an operation that 

“allowed thousands of weapons of various types to be 

illegally sold and or transferred from the United States to 

violent drug cartels and known criminals in Mexico and 

elsewhere,” and that the operation “was not set up to catch 

criminals and no proper monitoring of the guns being sold 

or transferred was undertaken.” 

The resolution also points out that Holder “further 

failed to inform or cooperate with Mexican authorities even 

though hundreds of weapons were being sent to Mexico,” 

and that “Mexico is under severe stress due to drug cartel 

wars.” 

It adds that because of Holder’s “failure to properly 

control, monitor, or establish Operation Fast and Furious, it 

is likely Mexican nationals were killed or wounded by 

weapons sold through this scheme,” and that “evidence 

further suggests that such guns have been used in the 

United States, and may be involved in the death of Border 

Patrol Agent Brian Terry.” 

The resolution declares that “through Attorney General 

Holder’s office” the Department of Justice “initially 

provided false information to Congress,” “retaliated” 

against whistle-blowers who provided Congress with 

information and “redacted key information.” 

The “no confidence” resolution is a largely symbolic 

measure but is nonetheless a more official move than 

public statements from members calling for Holder’s 

resignation. It includes a breakdown of everything those in 

favor of the “no confidence” resolution allege Holder has 

done to earn it. 

With Gosar, the lead sponsor on House Resolution 490, 

there are 81 members of Congress who no longer trust 

Holder in his office because of Fast and Furious. 

Additionally, 62* congressmen have demanded that Holder 

resign over the gun walking scandal. Between the two lists, 

which don’t perfectly overlap, there are 90 members of the 

House who don’t approve of Holder’s performance. 

http://www.pe.com/opinion/editorials-headlines/20111220-nation-furious-failure.ece
http://www.pe.com/opinion/editorials-headlines/20111220-nation-furious-failure.ece
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Those 62 congressmen join two senators, Republican 

Sens. James Inhofe of Oklahoma and Johnny Isakson of 

Georgia, every major Republican presidential candidate 

and two sitting governors in demanding that Holder resign. 

Fast and Furious was a program of the Bureau of 

Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, overseen by 

Holder’s DOJ. It sent thousands of weapons to Mexican 

drug cartels via straw purchasers — people who legally 

purchased guns in the United States with the known 

intention of illegally trafficking them somewhere else. 

At least 300 people in Mexico were killed with Fast and 

Furious weapons, as was U.S. Border Patrol agent Brian 

Terry. The identities of the Mexican victims are unknown. 

Follow Matthew on Twitter 

*Republican Rep. Bobby Schilling of Illinois joined the 

calls for Holder’s resignation since this story’s publication. 

** Republican Rep. Tom Graves of Georgia has also 

called for Holder’s resignation. 

http://dailycaller.com/2011/12/20/now-90-

congressmen-have-no-confidence-in-holder-or-believe-he-

should-quit/ 

 

11-12-20 Pottstown woman jailed for gun incident 

NORRISTOWN – A Pottstown woman is headed to jail 

after she admitted she endangered her ex-boyfriend by 

taking a loaded handgun to his house while demanding he 

talk to her. 

Terry Lee Herbine, 41, of the first block of West Fourth 

Street, was sentenced in Montgomery County Court to 11 

½ to 23 months in the county jail, to be followed by five 

years’ probation, after she pleaded guilty to charges of 

firearms not to be carried without a license and recklessly 

endangering another person in connection with an April 

incident. 

Judge Thomas C. Branca also ordered Herbine to 

undergo “intensive mental health supervision” and to 

complete any treatment that probation and parole officials 

recommend for her. The judge further ordered Herbine to 

have no contact “directly or indirectly” with her former 

boyfriend or anyone in his family. 

Herbine, who was represented by defense lawyer Seth 

Grant, had to forfeit the weapon, a .38-caliber Smith & 

Wesson handgun, to authorities. 

Assistant District Attorney Wallis Brooks sought a jail 

sentence against Herbine. 

“She confronted an unarmed individual, without 

warning, with a loaded gun. You should go to jail for that,” 

said Brooks, who leads the district attorney’s domestic 

violence prosecution unit. “The victim testified the 

situation was very scary and life-altering. 

“He said he thought he could always handle things and 

this showed him that, in effect, he could be vulnerable,” 

Brooks added. 

By pleading guilty to the reckless endangerment charge, 

Herbine admitted that she recklessly engaged in conduct 

that placed another person in danger of death or serious 

bodily injury. 

According to court documents filed by Pottstown 

police, Herbine arrived at the victim's Lincoln Avenue 

house shortly after 8 p.m. April 27 and was in possession 

of a black Smith & Wesson .38-caliber revolver. 

The victim told police he was "frightened" and was 

specifically "in fear that Terry's actions could of resulted in 

his death,” according to the criminal complaint filed by 

Pottstown Police Officer Jonathan Gallagher.  

The victim told police he and Herbine had been broken 

up for "some time" and she didn’t live with him, but she 

approached him while he was in his backyard walking his 

dogs, according to the arrest affidavit. The victim told 

police he saw the gun in Herbine's hand and she was 

"waving the gun around in" the victim's direction. 

"Terry sternly told (the victim) that she wanted to talk 

to him and that she wanted him to go inside," Gallagher 

wrote in the affidavit of probable cause. 

The victim told police he told Herbine "there was 

nothing to talk about and to leave his property." 

Despite the victim telling her to leave, Herbine 

continued to "advance on" the victim, and the victim 

"lunged" at Herbine in an attempt to get the gun away from 

her, police wrote in court papers. After struggling with 

Herbine, the victim was able to overpower Herbine and he 

was able to call his sister, who called police. 

When police arrived at the victim's residence, they 

found the victim in possession of the revolver, which he 

turned over to police. Authorities alleged the revolver was 

loaded with "5 hydro-shock hollow-point rounds." 

During the investigation, police discovered Herbine did 

not have a valid concealed weapons permit, according to 

court papers. 

http://www.pottstownmercury.com/articles/2011/12/20/

news/doc4ef0d355d2da9814391039.txt?viewmode=fullstor

y 

 

11-12-20 Gun Ownership More than Ever is 

Essential for our Safety and Security in a Free State 

I have to say is thank God for the second amendment in 

our Bill of Rights. The truth is we outnumber the enemies 

of freedom by a wide margin. Not only is the right of the 

people to keep and bear arms necessary for the security of 

a free state. It maybe the only thing that keeps the tyrants 

trying to plug in a hot tyranny all at once. There is news of 

the FEMA camps being staffed and the arresting American 

citizens without the right to council or habeas corpus is 

coming. Our State politicians and our Federal Government 

will not secure our liberties any more. We are left with 

little or no choice but to take back our destiny as a free 

nation. 

It is my hope that gun ownership is so high, it acts as a 

deterrence against tyranny ,criminals who threaten life 

liberty and property. I am very optimistic about this rise in 

firearm sales since 2008.I am especially very positive 

http://dailycaller.com/2011/12/20/now-90-congressmen-have-no-confidence-in-holder-or-believe-he-should-quit/
http://dailycaller.com/2011/12/20/now-90-congressmen-have-no-confidence-in-holder-or-believe-he-should-quit/
http://dailycaller.com/2011/12/20/now-90-congressmen-have-no-confidence-in-holder-or-believe-he-should-quit/
http://www.pottstownmercury.com/articles/2011/12/20/news/doc4ef0d355d2da9814391039.txt?viewmode=fullstory
http://www.pottstownmercury.com/articles/2011/12/20/news/doc4ef0d355d2da9814391039.txt?viewmode=fullstory
http://www.pottstownmercury.com/articles/2011/12/20/news/doc4ef0d355d2da9814391039.txt?viewmode=fullstory
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about first time gun owners being armed does send a 

message to the system. When the economy implodes and 

people will leave the cities venturing the countryside 

looking for food. Having firearms on hand can mean 

keeping your food supply safe from bandits looting the 

home of all your rations.  

Nationwide, I sense a major push back coming in many 

facets with the surge of Ron Paul in the polls and the 

coming resistance against the federal Bureaucracies acting 

like a law onto themselves. People are about to hit the 

breaking point after being harassed by the TSA, EPA and 

the USDA. I see many county sheriffs starting to throw the 

feds out of the county because they lack jurisdiction. I 

sense there is a coming push back coming against this 

administration. I have a feeling he is going to be removed 

from office by the Democrats and Republicans just to 

salvage some of their credibility because this President is 

out of control making them look bad because he is getting 

away with too much. Something is going to force them to 

do something to salvage their political careers and causing 

any further damage to the country since it is an election 

year. The President may try to use the military to shut 

down congress and the people might have to step in to keep 

congress open. The President is working hard to destabilize 

the nation with riots and civil unrest. Armed citizens might 

stop such things from happening. We can see many 

confrontations between the feds and armed citizens in this 

coming year when the all else fails. 

The only thing keeping us from going into a full blown 

tyranny is our right to keep and bear arms. They are using 

scare tactics to cower the people to instill people to fear 

guns. I have a feeling that is not working because all it did 

was get people out buying more guns and ammo. If they do 

declare Martial law, it will be in certain states like New 

York, California and Illinois were gun control laws have 

disarmed the people. I do not see them trying this in Texas 

or any of the southern or western states because of a gun 

culture. They will not get far if a small percentage of them 

stand up to these tyrants, it is over if that happens. 

With many counties and municipalities laying off law 

enforcement personal due to budget shortfalls. Many 

Sheriffs are calling on citizens to arm themselves due to the 

shortage of man power to respond to calls. It is logical to 

be armed to the teeth with the encroachment by the Federal 

government and the rising crime rates due to the poor 

economic conditions. It is not good to turn in our guns for 

protection by the goverment. As long we have the means of 

force in the hands of the people. No matter how much they 

talk about dropping the hammer down on the people. They 

may find out the hard way that taking on an armed society 

is like a predator trying to attack a porcupine. When the 

little creature raises its needles in self defense, it puts a 

hurting on the predator running away. Just like this mad 

rush by the Tyrants to attack the citizens , like a porcupine 

the people will raise its defenses that can hurt the predator 

if they tries to attack which will make the predator run 

away looking for a weaker prey. 

We are Americans and not slaves to tyrants. gun 

ownership is about as American is baseball, apple pie and 

Chevrolet. It is our birthright and heritage. Gun Ownership 

is here to stay. 

http://lonestarwatchdog.blogspot.com/2011/12/gun-

ownership-more-than-ever-is.html 

 

11-12-20 Woman charged with attempted theft from 

police party 

Upper Darby police had an uninvited guest at their 

Christmas party, and she ended up getting arrested. 

Officers from the bicycle patrol unit and their wives 

were waiting for a table at Ruth's Chris Steak House in 

Center City on Sunday night when Sgt. Jim Reif noticed a 

patron sticking her hand into someone else's purse. 

"The next thing I hear is, 'You are locked up,' " said 

Upper Darby Police Superintendent Michael J. Chitwood, 

who was seated nearby. "Her hand was right in the 

handbag." 

Gwendolyn Jordan, 46, of the 1600 block of Manton 

Street in Philadelphia, was "shocked" to find herself 

surrounded by about eight police officers, Chitwood said. 

Philadelphia police made the arrest, and charged her 

with theft and related crimes. Jordan uses nine birth dates 

and 31 aliases, and has a 97-page criminal record with 59 

arrests. 

"She went to the wrong Christmas party," Chitwood 

said. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/20111220_Woman_

charged_with_attempted_theft_from_police_party.html 

 

11-12-20 Policeman killed after routine stop; 

officer's suspected killer shot dead 

Gunman shot dead in lengthy standoff in Westmoreland 

after I-70 attack 

Stopped by police along Interstate 70 in Washington 

County, Eli Franklin Myers had just learned that his junk-

laden minivan would be impounded because he lacked 

insurance and a valid registration. 

And that is when he evidently snapped. 

Seconds later, an officer lay dying on the edge of the 

highway from gunshot wounds. His backup officer, 

wounded in the hand, radioed for help. Mr. Myers sped 

away, retreating to his ramshackle house in the village of 

Webster in Westmoreland County, where he held police at 

bay for nearly 10 hours before they shot him to death. 

Killed was Officer John David Dryer, 46, of Claysville. 

The wounded officer was identified as Robert V. Caldwell 

III, also 46 and like Officer Dryer, a member of the East 

Washington Borough Police Department. Officer Caldwell 

underwent surgery at Allegheny General Hospital. 

"The initial prognosis for him is good," Washington 

County District Attorney Steven Toprani said at a news 

briefing Monday. 

http://lonestarwatchdog.blogspot.com/2011/12/gun-ownership-more-than-ever-is.html
http://lonestarwatchdog.blogspot.com/2011/12/gun-ownership-more-than-ever-is.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/20111220_Woman_charged_with_attempted_theft_from_police_party.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/20111220_Woman_charged_with_attempted_theft_from_police_party.html
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Mr. Toprani, joined by Lt. Christopher Neal, crime 

section commander for Troop B Washington of the 

Pennsylvania State Police, sketched out the events that 

began with a seemingly routine traffic stop shortly before 

11 p.m. Sunday on eastbound I-70, just east of the Beau 

Street interchange. 

They believe Officer Dryer saw Mr. Myers, 58, commit 

some type of traffic violation on a borough street and tried 

to pull him over. Mr. Myers didn't stop until he had entered 

the expressway. There, he pulled over and Officer Dryer 

wrote two citations, which he handed to Mr. Myers. 

Officer Caldwell arrived to back up his fellow officer. 

Officer Dryer advised Mr. Myers his vehicle would be 

seized and towed away. He asked if any weapons were 

inside and when Mr. Myers said yes, the officers ordered 

him out of the minivan. 

According to Mr. Toprani, Mr. Myers got out and fired 

a shot from a large-caliber handgun into Officer Dryer's 

groin. As Officer Caldwell tried to take cover, Mr. Myers 

fired at him, striking his hand. Then, standing over the 

fallen Officer Dryer, he fired another shot into the right 

side of the officer's head. 

Officer Caldwell managed to radio emergency 

dispatchers for help. His call was received at 11:12 p.m. A 

tow truck driver, identified in an affidavit as Leroy Marker 

of Rusty's Towing, arrived as Mr. Myers was getting back 

into the van. Mr. Marker quoted him as saying, "I got to get 

out of here." 

Mr. Marker told him not to leave and tried to grab him 

through the driver's side window, but Mr. Myers turned the 

wheel and escaped. As he pulled away, the tow truck driver 

smashed the rear side window with his fist. 

Mr. Marker was good friends with both officers 

involved in the shooting. When reached Monday evening, 

he said he did not want to talk about what happened 

Sunday night. 

Police in Rostraver, where Webster is located, spotted 

the dark blue Dodge minivan after an all-points bulletin 

was issued. Shortly after midnight, they followed it to Mr. 

Myers' house at Fifth and Shell streets and saw him rush 

inside. Soon, state police and officers from several 

Washington and Westmoreland municipalities surrounded 

the house. 

Meanwhile, Officer Dryer was pronounced dead at 1:04 

a.m. at Washington Hospital. 

The standoff 

Across the street from Mr. Myers' house, Chris and 

Amy DiPerna's four dogs started making a commotion. The 

couple looked out and saw a light on in Mr. Myers' 

minivan -- nothing unusual, they said, because their 

reclusive neighbor would sometimes sit in the van for 

hours, late into the night. They went to bed. 

Fifteen minutes later, they heard a police officer with a 

bullhorn ordering Mr. Myers to come out with his hands 

up. "We jumped out of bed and looked out, and the street 

was filled with cop cars," Ms. DiPerna said. 

A police sniper was lying in the grass near their home. 

They hustled their three teenage daughters to a bedroom in 

the back. Mr. and Ms. DiPerna watched the unfolding 

drama through a window. Ms. DiPerna said it was about 

3:15 a.m. when police fired the first canisters of tear gas 

through the windows of the Myers house. 

A while later, the couple heard gunshots, followed by 

police warning Mr. Myers via bullhorn to stop shooting. Lt. 

Neal said at the news briefing that Mr. Myers had fired at 

least one shot at police during the siege. 

Officers continued to periodically fire tear gas through 

the windows. By the time the standoff ended, they had sent 

the gas crashing through every one of the 15 or so windows 

in the large two-story frame house. 

The last barrage may have been what forced Mr. Myers 

out the back door about 9:40 a.m., Lt. Neal said. Police 

said he was carrying a gun. Whether he aimed or fired it 

wasn't clear on Monday. What was evident from the scene 

and from witness accounts is that he got no more than a 

step outside the door when he was shot by state police 

snipers who were perched behind a rusted tractor on the 

street above the Myers house. 

"I heard three shots," said Andy Pugliesi, a neighbor 

who was standing outside. A moment later, 25 to 30 fully 

clad SWAT team members "started congregating" and 

removing their gear, signaling to him that the standoff was 

over. 

Mr. Toprani said investigators were looking into Mr. 

Myers' background, searching for clues as to what 

provoked the deadly assault. "All we know at this point is 

he was certainly misguided." 

http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/11354/1198128-

455.stm#ixzz1h777g7MD 

 

11-12-20  Two charged in connection with deadly 

gunfight 

 Allegheny County police this morning charged two 

people in connection with a gunfight that left a youth dead 

in West Homestead Monday afternoon, but no one has 

been charged yet in the death. 

Terron Brown, 16, of Rankin, was charged as an adult 

with aggravated assault, recklessly endangering another 

person, two counts of firearms violations and giving false 

identification to law enforcement. 

Brandon O'Leary, 21, no address given, was charged 

with possessing an illegal firearm. 

The Allegheny County Medical Examiner's office 

identified the youth who was shot and killed as Montae 

Thompson, 14, of Homestead. He was found with a 

gunshot wound to the back in the 900 block of Sarah Street 

about 2:30 p.m. Monday as police responded to a call of 

shots fired. 

He was transported to UPMC Mercy and pronounced 

dead at 4:22 p.m. 

County police said Mr. Brown and the dead youth had 

been engaged in a gunfight with another person who has 

http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/11354/1198128-455.stm#ixzz1h777g7MD
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/11354/1198128-455.stm#ixzz1h777g7MD
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not been identified. Mr. O'Leary was in the area but wasn't 

involved in the shooting, police said. 

Police were trying to determine a motive for the 

gunfight. Anyone who saw it or who has information about 

people involved should contact county homicide detectives 

at 412-473-1300. 

West Homestead Chief Christopher Deasy said Monday 

that about 15 shots were fired in the incident. 

http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/11354/1198156-

100.stm#ixzz1h76idi7F 

 

11-12-19 Brady Campaign defends 'never letting a 

(manufactured) crisis go to waste' 

Chicago Mayor and former Obama Chief of Staff Rahm 

Emanuel once (in?)famously said, "You never let a serious 

crisis go to waste. And what I mean by that it's an 

opportunity to do things you think you could not do 

before."  A growing number of Americans are seeing more 

and more reason to believe that this administration so 

enthusiastically agrees with Emanuel as to be willing to 

manufacture exactly the "crisis" necessary to facilitate  

advancing their most beloved agendas--agendas such as 

"gun control." 

Like many other apologists for both the Obama 

administration and oppressive gun regulation, TPM 

Muckraker scoffs at the notion that "Project Gunwalker" is 

just such a "crisis," and is in fact unwilling to wait until 

after the title to heap scorn on the notion: "Republicans 

Buy Into NRA’s ‘Fast And Furious’ Gun Control 

Conspiracy Theory."  Never mind the fact that senior 

officials within the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 

and Explosives (BATFE) were "giddy" at the "successes" 

of Operation Fast and Furious--and those "successes" had 

nothing to do with the fanciful, Underpants Gnome-

inspired objective of "taking down a drug cartel".  No--

"success" here was measured by the quart--blood of the 

innocent in Mexico, spilled with "walked" guns: 

An increase of crimes and deaths in Mexico caused an 

increase in the recovery of weapons at crime scenes. When 

these weapons traced back through the Suspect Gun 

Database to weapons that were walked under Fast and 

Furious, supervisors in Phoenix were giddy at the success 

of their operation. 

As has been noted both here (more than once) and by 

CBS News, there is documented proof that Department of 

"Justice" officials discussed using "walked" guns to justify 

more "gun control" at least as long ago as July 2010.  

Going back to the Muckraker article, the Brady Campaign's 

Daniel Vice is remarkably untroubled by this revelation, 

and in fact calls it "common sense": 

“Before this rule took effect, ATF would have had no 

idea if an individual came in and purchased 10 AK-47s 

from a gun dealer,” Daniel Vice of the Brady Campaign, 

one of many groups very unhappy with the Obama 

administration’s record on gun control, told TPM. “It 

would have been very odd if ATF didn’t look to its arrest 

record and gun trafficking investigations for information to 

support this rule because those were traffickers they had 

actually uncovered buying guns. The fact that ATF looked 

there was just common sense.” 

http://www.examiner.com/gun-rights-in-st-louis/brady-

campaign-defends-never-letting-a-manufactured-crisis-go-

to-waste 

 

11-12-19 Shoplifters robbed while stealing from 

grocery store 

Two accused shoplifters got a taste of their own 

medicine when they sought to clear out of the crime--and 

found that a passing malefactor had broken into their own 

car.  

Security personnel were in the process of questioning 

Korin Vanhouten, 47, and Eldon Alexander, 36, at an 

Ogden, Utah WinCo supermarket, accused of stealing 

makeup, energy bars and batteries. At the end of the 

interrogation, they left with a citation for attempted 

shoplifting. 

However, they soon stumbled on to the scene of a 

successful carlifting, with the awkward discovery that 

while they were in the WinCo, someone--or several 

someones--had broken into their car. 

And as it turned out, the ironies were just starting to 

multiply. For Vanhouten and Alexander proceeded to 

report the ransacking of their vehicle to the same officer 

who had issued them their shoplifting citation.  

In the process of leaving the WinCo lot, the officer 

came upon "the two suspects trying to flag him down in the 

parking lot," as Ogden Police Lt. Eric Young characterized 

the surreal moment for the Deseret News. "And he goes 

over to their location and realizes that their vehicle has 

actually been burglarized. They ended up having their 

stereo and amplifier, a drum machine and some cigarettes 

stolen from their vehicle," Young said. 

The car break-in reportedly happened while the police 

officer's car was parked nearby. 

http://news.yahoo.com/blogs/sideshow/shoplifters-

robbed-while-stealing-grocery-store-192530012.html 

 

11-12-19  70 arrested in guns, drug sting in D.C. 

.C. police and ATF agents said Monday that they have 

arrested 70 suspects and seized more than $7.1 million 

worth of guns and drugs in a year-long sting in which 

undercover officers acted as music industry insiders. 

Officers set up the "Manic Enterprises" studio in 

Northeast Washington for fictional rap artist Richie Valdez 

in November 2010, and let it be known to the underground 

world that they were also in the market for guns and drugs. 

Within a year, the officers had recovered 161 firearms -

- including 29 assault weapons -- along with 80 pounds of 

methamphetamine, 21 pounds of cocaine, 1.25 gallons of 

PCP, 24 pounds of marijuana, heroin and Ecstasy. 

"If these drugs and guns had made it to our streets, the 

impact would have been devastating to the community," 

http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/11354/1198156-100.stm#ixzz1h76idi7F
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/11354/1198156-100.stm#ixzz1h76idi7F
http://www.examiner.com/gun-rights-in-st-louis/brady-campaign-defends-never-letting-a-manufactured-crisis-go-to-waste
http://www.examiner.com/gun-rights-in-st-louis/brady-campaign-defends-never-letting-a-manufactured-crisis-go-to-waste
http://www.examiner.com/gun-rights-in-st-louis/brady-campaign-defends-never-letting-a-manufactured-crisis-go-to-waste
http://news.yahoo.com/blogs/sideshow/shoplifters-robbed-while-stealing-grocery-store-192530012.html
http://news.yahoo.com/blogs/sideshow/shoplifters-robbed-while-stealing-grocery-store-192530012.html
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said D.C. Police Chief Cathy Lanier. "These officers are 

heroes. These officers have incredible talent and put 

themselves in tremendous danger for the betterment of our 

community."  

Police said the suspects bragged about other crimes and 

said they had no qualms about killing police officers or 

other innocent people, police said. 

One potentially heinous crime was prevented after one 

of the suspects' cell phones accidently dialed an undercover 

officer, a law enforcement officer familiar with the 

investigation told The Washington Examiner. The 

undercover officer listened in as the suspect discussed 

robbing the studio and shooting any potential witness. 

Police arrested the suspects before they could pull off their 

heist. 

Undercover officers traveled to Atlanta with suspects 

who claimed to be part of the notorious Mexican drug 

cartel "La Familia." The group was trying to gain a meth 

dealing foothold into the District, which historically has 

not been exposed to high levels of the drug. 

The Mexican cartel members also introduced the agents 

to another source that was supplying guns from Georgia. 

"These are higher-quality guns, not your garden variety 

street stuff," said ATF Special Agent Richard Marianos. 

Some of the suspects and guns in the D.C. busts have been 

linked to at least two shootings and crimes in other states, 

including in California and New Mexico, Marianos said. 

The idea of using a rap studio operation came after a 

2009 sting in which officers posed as members of an auto 

shop business and recovered 123 guns and $1.5 million in 

narcotics. The officers wanted to be more creative to avoid 

detection, and they had some people with knowledge of 

recording music. 

Police set up a recording studio at a rowhouse in 

Northeast Washington and fitted it with hidden audio and 

video equipment. Instead of recording music for the next 

hot rap artists, law enforcement officials were taping drug 

and gun deals, police said. 

"If the criminal wanted to test us," said Inspector Brian 

Bray, "we had people who knew enough about the music 

industry to pass." 

"These were all criminals and they took the guns out of 

criminals hands," Marianos said. "The tools of the trade 

were taken out of their hands 

http://washingtonexaminer.com/local/crime-

punishment/2011/12/70-arrested-guns-drug-sting-

dc/2018131#ixzz1hBcw9iOM 

 

11-12-19   Suspect in officer killing shot dead 

State police troopers shot and killed a man sought in the 

slaying of one East Washington police officer and the 

wounding of another after he emerged armed from the rear 

of a surrounded house. 

State police said Eli Franklin Myers, 58, came out of 

the back of a house at Fifth and Shell streets in Webster 

about 9:30 a.m. carrying a large-caliber handgun and 

"engaged" before troopers fired. 

Mr. Myers had been charged in a warrant with 

homicide, attempted homicide and two counts of 

aggravated assault after the shootings of two officers hours 

earlier, according to online court records. 

East Washington police Officer John David Dryer, 46, 

of Claysville, died about two hours after a traffic-stop 

shooting along Interstates 70-79 late Sunday. He was 

pronounced dead at 1:04 a.m. in the emergency room of 

Washington Hospital. 

The shooting was reported shortly after 11 p.m. in 

Washington County about a half-mile east of the East Beau 

Street exit (Route 136). 

The second shot officer, Robert V. Caldwell III, 46, is 

in fair condition at Allegheny General Hospital, a 

spokesman there said. 

Officer Dryer stops a dark-colored minivan 

At a press conference this afternoon and in documents, 

authorities laid out what they believe happened: 

Officer Dryer pulled over the dark-colored minivan Mr. 

Myers drove at about 11 p.m. The reason for the stop was 

not immediately clear. Officer Caldwell arrived as back-up. 

Mr. Myers did not have valid insurance nor valid 

registration, so Officer Dryer told him he planned to tow 

the minivan, authorities said. 

Then he asked Mr. Myers if he had weapons in the car. 

Mr. Myers said yes. Officer Dryer asked him to get out of 

the car. 

When he opened the door, Mr. Myers fired once, hitting 

Officer Dryer near the groin. 

Officer Caldwell took cover. Mr. Myers shot at him at 

least once, hitting him in a hand. 

Mr. Myers walked to where Officer Dryer lay on the 

highway and stood over him, raised his gun and fired once 

into the side of the officer's head. 

Officer Caldwell fired at Mr. Myers, though it is unclear 

whether Officer Dryer did. 

Officer Caldwell made an emergency shots-fired radio 

broadcast at 11:12 p.m. 

A driver from Rusty's Towing arrived to pick up the 

minivan as the officers had asked before Mr. Myers left. 

"I got to get out of here," Mr. Myers told the driver. 

The driver tried to get him to stay, even leaning in the 

driver's window. Mr. Myers sped off as the driver broke 

the rear driver's-side window trying to stop him. 

Officer Dryer, a part-time officer since August 2010, 

also worked as a veterinarian at Chestnut Veterinary Clinic 

in Washington. Officer Caldwell, on the force since 

February 2010, is a retired state police trooper. 

"We are all deeply saddened by these events," 

Washington County District Attorney Steve Toprani said. 

"This is not an easy day for any of us." 

Mr. Toprani said the early prognosis for Officer 

Caldwell following hand surgery was good. 

http://washingtonexaminer.com/local/crime-punishment/2011/12/70-arrested-guns-drug-sting-dc/2018131#ixzz1hBcw9iOM
http://washingtonexaminer.com/local/crime-punishment/2011/12/70-arrested-guns-drug-sting-dc/2018131#ixzz1hBcw9iOM
http://washingtonexaminer.com/local/crime-punishment/2011/12/70-arrested-guns-drug-sting-dc/2018131#ixzz1hBcw9iOM
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The men were among the East Washington police 

department's 15 part-time officers. The only full-time 

sworn cop is the chief. 

It has been a tumultuous few months for the East 

Washington police department. 

In October, its chief, Don Solomon, was indicted on 

federal corruption charges. The borough council fired him 

in November. 

Suspect tracked quickly 

Police spent much of the morning at the home at Fifth 

and Shell, where where they believed the gunman had 

barricaded himself about midnight. 

A Rostraver fire official said police fired tear gas into 

the house sometime overnight but there were no signs of 

movement inside. 

John Watroba III, a Webster resident, said he tried to 

get to his home on Logan Street about 12:30 a.m., but 

police had the whole area sealed off. 

The Belle Vernon Area School District closed for the 

day because of the standoff. 

People who live near the house, which had nearly all of 

its windows shot out, reported hearing several gunshots. 

Minutes later, the officers walked out casually, and 

KDKA-TV showed a helicopter shot of a body lying on the 

ground near the house. 

Mr. Watroba III said the suspected gunman had moved 

into the neighborhood just two years ago and wasn't too 

friendly. He said he often saw Mr. Myers shoveling coal 

outside the house. 

"He was not very talkative," Mr. Watroba said about 

Mr. Myers. "He was very backwards, impersonable." 

Mr. Myers worked as a part-time officer for the West 

Newton Police Department in the late 1970's, said Pamela 

Humenik, secretary treasurer of the borough. 

Ms. Humenik said she was unsure when Mr. Myers 

retired from the department, but his name came up in 

borough council meeting minutes from that time, she said. 

An officer and a veterinarian 

In 2000, Officer Dryer, who went by "Dave" or 

"David," was a 34-year-old veterinarian and wildlife 

conservation officer when he spoke with the Pittsburgh 

Post-Gazette about training bloodhounds. 

"I've always wanted to be a police officer," Officer 

Dryer said then. 

He had been a volunteer fireman for 14 years and an 

emergency medical technician for six years. 

"I already have a lot of the training I need, and, frankly, 

I got tired of the sirens and flashing lights and being in the 

limelight," he said in the 2000 story. "I thought I'd like to 

try doing something one-on-one with my dog," he said. 

Officer Dryer used $2,000 of his own money to train at 

the Indiana University Municipal Police Academy. 

"I want to be taken seriously, and I've discovered that in 

order to do that, you need credentials and the proper 

training," he said. 

Officer Dryer found motivation in his own home. 

"My son Ben, who is 5, was very sick when he was 

born. In fact, a couple of times I thought I was going to 

lose him," he said. "I think this is why I want to search for 

missing people, particularly children. I feel so fortunate to 

have Ben. Even when he was sick, at least I knew where he 

was. I can't imagine having a child disappear without a 

trace. Perhaps I can help to return a lost or missing child 

back home." 

Gov. Tom Corbett today ordered all Pennsylvania flags 

in the Capitol Complex and at commonwealth facilities in 

Washington County to fly at half-staff to honor Officer 

Dryer. 

The governor's order will remain in effect until the date 

of Officer Dryer's burial. 

Officer Dryer was the oldest of three siblings and is 

survived by his parents and 17-year-old son, relatives said. 

His funeral arrangements are being handled by William 

G. Neal Funeral Homes, Ltd., Washington. Arrangements 

have not yet been announced. 

Recalling a life of service 

Officer Dryer had worked as a deputy wildlife 

conservation officer for the state's game commission since 

1996, serving out of the south Washington district, said 

Tom Fazi, information and education supervisor for the 

office. 

"Our heartfelt condolences go out to his family," Mr. 

Fazi said. "We're all saddened here." 

He also had worked as a part-time officer for several 

other Washington County police departments. 

Ethan Ward, a district judge in western Washington 

County and former chief of the Donegal Township police 

department, hired Mr. Dryer to work for the small, rural 

department in the late 1990s. 

The department on West Virginia's border had little 

money, so Officer Dryer, who made a good living as a vet, 

used his own funds to buy field sobriety equipment, Judge 

Ward said. When the officers went on training, Officer 

Dryer paid for the gas, the judge said. 

"People will never know how much Dave Dryer did 

because he wasn't a self-promoter," Judge Ward said. 

Officer Dryer was a man of many interests. In addition 

to working as a vet, police officer, game warden and 

volunteer firefighter, he owned a farm on the Donegal-East 

Finley border. While some officers want to work for big 

departments or get into detective work, Officer Dryer loved 

rural policing, Judge Ward said. 

"What's ironic about this is the reason Dave got into law 

enforcement is the reason Dave is dead today," Judge Ward 

said. 

http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/11353/1197962-100-

0.stm#ixzz1h6v3YeO9 

 

11-12-19 D.A: 2 shot in rural Montco came armed 

with bats 

http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/11353/1197962-100-0.stm#ixzz1h6v3YeO9
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/11353/1197962-100-0.stm#ixzz1h6v3YeO9
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A man and his son who were shot Saturday night in a 

rural, hilly corner of Montgomery County had come 

looking for a fight, authorities said Monday. 

Joshua Levin, 34, and his adopted son, Zachary Levin, 

19, of Barto, Berks County, had brought baseball bats to a 

split-level house on Snyder Road in Upper Frederick 

Township, and didn't back down when faced with a loaded 

handgun. Zachary Levin, a student at Boyertown Area 

Senior High School, was fatally shot, and Joshua Levin 

was wounded in the arm, Montgomery County District 

Attorney Risa Vetri Ferman said in a news release. 

The resident, who was not identified, allegedly had 

gotten into an argument with his girlfriend, who is also 

Joshua Levin's wife, and she called Levin to come and get 

her, Ferman said. When the Levins arrived, Ferman said, 

they were wielding an aluminum bat and a small, wooden 

replica bat. 

The resident, Ferman said, retreated to his Ford pickup, 

retrieved a Ruger .40-caliber semiautomatic handgun he 

legally owned, and tried to back the Levins off. But the gun 

didn't seem to faze the men, who continued to poke the 

resident and hit his truck, eventually trapping him, Ferman 

said. The resident allegedly struck Joshua Levin in the 

front of his head with the handgun to back him off, Ferman 

said. Still, they advanced. 

After Zachary Levin allegedly hit the resident, the man 

fired and struck him in the chest. While Joshua Levin was 

poised with the bat, Ferman said, the resident shot him in 

the arm. The shooter, after taking the bat away, called 9-1-

1, Ferman said. 

Ferman said a neighbor recalled hearing a loud 

exchange and a person threatening to call the police. 

"A second person responded to the first person saying, 

'Go ahead' and call the police," she said in the news 

release. 

Neighbors in the wooded neighborhood told the Daily 

News on Sunday night that they hadn't noticed the incident 

until police arrived. 

The D.A.'s office is investigating whether the homicide 

was justifiable. The shooter was questioned and released. 

Ferman's release said the case may fall under the "stand 

your ground" provision of the "Castle Doctrine" Act that 

took effect in August. 

"Under the current Castle Doctrine, a person has the 

legal right to use deadly force if he believes such force is 

necessary to protect himself from death or serious bodily 

injury, the person shot displayed a weapon capable of 

deadly use and the shooter is not engaged in criminal 

activity," Ferman said. "Under the new law, a shooter has 

no duty to retreat in most circumstances." 

http://articles.philly.com/2011-12-

19/news/30534392_1_resident-shot-bat-person-shot 

 

11-12-19 City of Harrisburg offering cash to take 

illegal guns off the street 

After recently announcing plans to improve the fight 

against crime in the City of Harrisburg, the Mayor is 

wasting no time implementing new safety measures.  

Monday she unveiled a new program aimed at getting 

illegal guns off the streets and rewarding people with cash 

for helping her achieve her goal. 

Mayor Linda Thompson Monday reiterated her 

concerns about illegal guns on the streets of Harrisburg, in 

particular, those getting into the hands of young people. 

She says the problem needs to be addressed so she's 

launched the Mayor's Illegal Gun Stoppers program. 

“My goal is to get guns off the streets and out of the 

hands of criminals,” Thompson explained. 

Signs in 15 neighborhoods where the most crime is 

being reported have gone up, letting the public know that if 

they report what they believe is an illegal gun in the city 

and that report leads to a confiscation of a the weapon, they 

will be rewarded with $200 cash. The report can be made 

anonymously. 

http://www.whptv.com/news/local/story/City-of-

Harrisburg-offering-cash-to-take-

illegal/H5dpaVUMnk2W-lCGc-43Tg.cspx 

 

11-12-19 1 Killed, 7 Hurt In Duquesne B-Day Party 

Shooting 

DUQUESNE, Pa. -- Authorities said one man was 

killed and seven other people wounded when gunfire broke 

out at a birthday party in Duquesne late Saturday night. 

Police said the gunman started firing shots in the 

basement of a house on South Fifth Street. About 50 

people were inside the house for a Sweet 16 birthday party, 

authorities said. 

The Allegheny County medical examiner's office said 

Drew Henderson-Bracey, 18, of Duquesne, was 

pronounced dead early Sunday at UPMC McKeesport 

Hospital. 

Police said a juvenile female was in critical but stable 

condition, and six other juveniles and one adult had injuries 

that were not life-threatening. 

Chynna Newby was interviewed by police as a witness 

and said she was grazed by a bullet. 

"I just saw the light from the gun," Newvy said. "It was 

an orangish, yellow light. Then I just heard screaming. It 

was very dark." 

So far, police have not released any information about a 

potential suspect, but said they have a few leads. 

"Everybody was just partying and having a good time," 

Newby said. "I never thought something would go down. 

It's just sad." 

“(Drew) was a funny person, a good person,” said 

Newvy. 

“He ain't never really caused no trouble,” said friend 

Dontez Popoes. “I grew up with him. He was cool, but, you 

know, bullets ain't got no names." 

Ebony Hawkins, who owns the house where the 

shooting took place, said she was also hurt in the incident. 

http://articles.philly.com/2011-12-19/news/30534392_1_resident-shot-bat-person-shot
http://articles.philly.com/2011-12-19/news/30534392_1_resident-shot-bat-person-shot
http://www.whptv.com/news/local/story/City-of-Harrisburg-offering-cash-to-take-illegal/H5dpaVUMnk2W-lCGc-43Tg.cspx
http://www.whptv.com/news/local/story/City-of-Harrisburg-offering-cash-to-take-illegal/H5dpaVUMnk2W-lCGc-43Tg.cspx
http://www.whptv.com/news/local/story/City-of-Harrisburg-offering-cash-to-take-illegal/H5dpaVUMnk2W-lCGc-43Tg.cspx
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"This was supposed to be a sweet 16 for my daughter 

and friends to enjoy, not to kill or for anyone to get hurt," 

said Hawkins. "I didn't see the shooter. I just heard shots. I 

got trampled and that is how my foot got broke." 

Police said they recovered several guns around the 

house after the shooting. Investigators said they believe 

Henderson-Bracey was the intended target 

http://www.wpxi.com/news/30024205/detail.html 

 

11-12-19 Montco shooting investigation update: 

Victims were son, husband of woman living in house 

NORRISTOWN — The investigation of Saturday’s 

double shooting that left a Boyertown Area High School 

student dead and his father injured outside an Upper 

Frederick home remains under investigation as authorities 

try to determine if the fatal shooting was justifiable. 

Zachary Levin, 19, of Barto, who attended Boyertown 

Area High School, suffered a fatal gunshot wound to the 

chest, during the incident that occurred outside 1705 

Snyder Road, according to authorities. Joshua Levin, 34, 

also of Barto, sustained a gunshot wound to the arm and 

was treated at an area hospital, authorities said. 

Authorities said Monday that Zachary is the son of the 

woman who lived at the Snyder Road address with her 

boyfriend. Joshua Levin is her husband, according to 

authorities. 

The preliminary investigation revealed that the woman 

contacted her husband Joshua Levin to pick her up after 

she and her boyfriend argued, according to Montgomery 

County District Attorney Risa Vetri Ferman. 

When Joshua and Zachary Levin arrived at the 

boyfriend’s Snyder Road residence both “got out of their 

car wielding baseball bats, one a full size aluminum bat 

and the other a small wood replica bat,” alleged Ferman, 

referring to the results of a preliminary investigation. 

The ruling as to whether the homicide is justifiable will 

be determined by a legal analysis of the facts surrounding 

the event and of the “stand your ground” provision of the 

newly enacted “Castle Doctrine” law, which took effect in 

August, Ferman explained. 

“Under the current Castle Doctrine, a person has the 

legal right to use deadly force if he believes such force is 

necessary to protect himself from death or serious bodily 

injury, the person shot displayed a weapon capable of 

deadly use and the shooter is not engaged in criminal 

activity. Under the new law, a shooter has no duty to 

retreat in most circumstances,” Ferman explained. 

No charges have been filed in connection with the 

shootings and the investigation is continuing. County 

detectives and state police at Skippack are conducting a 

joint investigation of the matter. 

The name of the man who fired the shots has not been 

released by authorities, pending the outcome of the 

investigation. 

Authorities identified the weapon used as a Ruger .40-

caliber semiautomatic handgun.  

Ferman said crime scene, ballistics and toxicology test 

results are still pending. 

“When the resident of the home saw the two men 

poised to attack him with baseball bats, he retreated to the 

rear of the property where his truck was parked,” Ferman 

alleged. “Both Joshua and Zachary Levin pursued him on 

foot and threatened to kill him. As they pursued him, they 

each had a bat in their hands.” 

When the resident arrived at his truck he retrieved the 

.40-caliber handgun from underneath the front seat, 

authorities said. 

“The gun was legally owned and properly registered to 

the resident who possessed a valid license to carry 

firearms,” Ferman alleged. 

Both Joshua and Zachary Levin confronted the resident 

outside of his pickup truck, “poking him with their baseball 

bats,” Ferman alleged. At one point, Joshua Levin struck 

the truck in the left front section. 

“During this entire encounter, the resident attempted to 

move away from the pair and retreat. They pursued him 

around the truck and had him trapped with one baseball 

wielding man on each side of him,” alleged Ferman, 

referring to the results of the preliminary investigation. 

The resident attempted to end the confrontation by 

displaying his firearm and announcing that he was armed, 

authorities alleged. The resident struck Joshua Levin in the 

front of his head with the handgun in an attempt to back 

him down, according to authorities. 

“These actions did not have a deterrent effect,” Ferman 

alleged. 

After Zachary Levin struck the resident with his 

baseball bat, the resident fired a shot at Zachary, Ferman 

alleged. 

“Zachary fled after the shot was fired,” Ferman alleged. 

“Joshua Levin started to come toward him with his bat 

poised to strike and the resident then fired a single round at 

Joshua Levin.”  

Joshua fell to the ground and the shooter disarmed him 

of the baseball bat and immediately called 911 for help, 

according to authorities. 

The investigation determined that a neighbor was 

outside his home at the time of the shootings and heard a 

verbal exchange. The neighbor reportedly heard a person 

threatening to call the police and a second person 

responding by saying, “go ahead” and call the police, 

according to authorities. That exchange occurred just prior 

to the neighbor hearing the gunfire. 

When state police arrived at the property, they 

discovered Zachary Levin had suffered a fatal gunshot 

wound to the chest. Authorities did not reveal the exact 

location where Zachary’s body was discovered on the 

property. An autopsy was conducted by the county 

Coroner’s Office, which ruled the death a homicide. 

However, it is the district attorney who is responsible 

for determining whether the fatal shooting is justifiable. 

http://www.wpxi.com/news/30024205/detail.html
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State police said previously that the shooter surrendered 

peacefully after authorities arrived at the residence. 

Boyertown Area School District Superintendent Dion 

Betts placed a notice on the district’s website recognizing 

that Zachary was a student at the high school and that 

counselors would be available at the school on Monday for 

any students in need of grief counseling. 

http://www.pottstownmercury.com/articles/2011/12/19/

news/doc4eefcf154e8a4969427475.txt?viewmode=fullstor

y 

 

11-12-18 Home invasions on the rise 

Masked gunmen are breaking into homes, terrorizing 

occupants and spreading fear throughout rural 

communities. 

The couple went to bed on Oct. 18 in their three-

bedroom ranch home near Hartly with a sense of peace and 

security, the way they had every night for 37 years. 

But at 5 a.m., their rear door was kicked in with such 

force that the knobs and other hardware hit the front wall, 

24 feet away. 

In seconds, two men dressed entirely in black were at 

their bedside pointing guns at their heads and screaming. 

"They kept asking the same things over and over," the 

husband said. "Where's the money? Where's the safe? 

Where are the guns? Where's the jewelry?" 

The nightmare went on for an hour. To the couple in 

their 60s, it was an eternity. 

One of the invaders held the husband in the bedroom, 

gun pointed at his head, while the other man forced the 

wife to guide him to valuables throughout the home. Early 

in the incident, the men ripped out the phone lines and 

threw the victims' cellphones into the yard. 

Two months later, police have made no arrests. 

The husband carries a gun at all times when he is in the 

house. 

There have been at least 26 such crimes investigated by 

Delaware State Police since June, with most coming in 

rural areas, a trend that concerns police. The invasions 

continued this weekend, when four men burst into a home 

in Camden late Friday and two men invaded a home in 

Dover Saturday morning. The resident in Dover fired 

several shots at the invaders, but it's not known if they 

were shot. 

"Most of the home invasions we've seen before have 

been the drug-dealer-on-drug-dealer type," said Sgt. Paul 

Shavack, with Delaware State Police. "The spike that we've 

seen in the past six months have included invasions that we 

think are more random." 

That is the most frightening aspect for the couple, who 

didn't want their names in the newspaper because their 

attackers are still at large. They said the men -- who had 

dark skin and wore gloves and ski masks -- were tactical 

and organized. Several times, they threatened to shoot 

them. 

"They looked like ninjas," the husband said. "All you 

could see was their eyes and a little bit of skin on their 

faces." 

Even though the community changed about a decade 

ago, when many of their Amish neighbors moved to 

Virginia, the husband said it had remained quiet and crime-

free. 

Last week, he showed a visitor the black Ruger .38-

caliber semi-automatic pistol he carries in his pants pocket. 

"I never answered the door like this before," the 

husband said. "I do now." 

Many of his neighbors are doing the same. 

Neighbors band together 

The spate of home invasions has rocked rural 

communities west of Dover near Hartly and Kenton, where 

yard signs invite people to pull over and purchase pies or 

baby rabbits from homes. They are towns where passing 

motorists still get friendly nods and waves from people 

mowing their lawns. 

It's a place where one might have to stop the car to wait 

for chickens to cross the street, where turkey vultures sit in 

groups on harvested cornfields near the shoulders of Judith 

Road waiting for roadkill. 

The ends of several driveways are decorated with 

wagon wheels or old tractors, the seats converted into 

flower boxes. 

Most residents hear about crime here by word of mouth, 

talking with their neighbors at the local hardware store or 

post office. Until the home invasions, the most notorious 

recent incidents were a mailbox shot with a .22-caliber gun 

and a cow killed with a bow and arrow by some local kids. 

Now, all the talk is about the home invasions. 

"Everybody is on edge," said the husband from the Oct. 

19 home invasion. "A lot people around here are definitely 

taking the same precautions I'm taking." 

The residents of Judith Road can attest to that. The road 

is a mix of pre-fab ranch homes, single-wide trailers and 

big old farmhouses. 

On Nov. 7, a 78-year-old woman's home was broken 

into. Two masked men in dark clothing kicked in the rear 

door at 4:50 a.m., held a gun to the victim's head and 

forced her to give them cash. 

Police said the incident was similar to the one a few 

miles away involving the couple. About 45 minutes before 

the invasion of the 78-year-old's home, a home was 

invaded in Barclay, Md., about 10 miles away. Delaware 

and Maryland troopers are working together on the cases. 

Residents on Judith Road started a town watch. Fifty-

three residents signed up. The person who went door-to-

door looking for volunteers was met three times by 

homeowners holding guns. 

The resident, who did not want to give his name for fear 

of becoming a victim himself, said the depressed economy 

already had many of his neighbors on edge. The influx of 

urban crime has pushed stress levels through the roof. 

http://www.pottstownmercury.com/articles/2011/12/19/news/doc4eefcf154e8a4969427475.txt?viewmode=fullstory
http://www.pottstownmercury.com/articles/2011/12/19/news/doc4eefcf154e8a4969427475.txt?viewmode=fullstory
http://www.pottstownmercury.com/articles/2011/12/19/news/doc4eefcf154e8a4969427475.txt?viewmode=fullstory
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"People around here are desperate, and this isn't 

helping," he said. "I just hope that if it happens again, 

somebody shoots the guys." 

A Judith Road farmer who was loading cattle into a 

truck last week said he thinks he saw the home invaders in 

action a couple of weeks ago. A neighbor called him at 

1:30 a.m. and said there was a car parked in front of his 

property. 

The man woke up and saw the car flick its headlights. A 

truck pulled up, then both vehicles left. Minutes later, the 

vehicles returned. 

The farmer said he barricaded himself in his upstairs 

bedroom and had the car in the scope of his rifle to get a 

look at them. He told his neighbor to call 911. The cars 

sped away shortly afterward, leading him to wonder if they 

had police scanners. 

"I hope the police can catch them, or that the FBI gets 

involved," the farmer said. 

Judith Road resident Lee Pratt said while some of his 

neighbors are prepared to defend themselves, the 

community does not have a vigilante mind-set. 

"We've always looked out for each other," Pratt said. 

"This is just something that has infiltrated our normally 

quiet community. People are on edge, but we have faith 

that the Delaware State Police will do the job and that 

things will work out." 

Terror used as tactic 

"These invasions strike at the heart of where people feel 

safe -- in their homes," Shavack said. 

State police have stepped up patrols where the home 

invasions have occurred. 

Arrests have been made in five cases. Police are 

investigating whether the people arrested in those cases 

might have committed some of the unsolved crimes, 

Shavack said. There is a strong likelihood that some of the 

unsolved cases could have been committed by a group, or 

groups, of people who remain at large. 

Because home invasions are categorized as robberies or 

burglaries, Shavack said statistics weren't available for the 

first six months of the year. 

But he said there has been a significant increase in the 

crimes since June. 

Detectives on the cases are sharing intelligence with 

local departments, such as Dover and Smyrna, which have 

also had home invasions in the past few months. 

"We're aggressively investigating these incidents and 

using all the resources, covert and overt, at our disposal," 

Shavack said. "We have a major concern because of the 

potential for violence during these invasions." 

Home invaders have a very different profile from 

burglars, who want the home to be empty and usually panic 

and run if someone is in the house. 

Home invaders consider confrontation a key part of a 

successful crime, Shavack said. 

"They make a dynamic entry and don't work alone," 

Shavack said. "They want to take control of the situation 

and get the homeowners to submit to them." 

The terror the home invaders instill in their victims 

often results in getting the valuables quickly, while 

burglars have to spend time searching for the items they 

want. 

Some home invasions are committed by people who 

know there is cash or drugs in a home because they know 

the victim, Shavack said. Sometimes a woman will pretend 

to be enamored with a man who has drugs or guns in a 

home, but is actually working with a male home invader 

who plans to strike later. Many of these incidents aren't 

reported. 

"They're not going to call us and say, 'Hey, some guys 

just kicked in my door and stole all my crack,' " Dover 

Police Capt. Tim Stump said. There have been six home 

invasions in Dover since June. 

There have been 21 home invasions in New Castle 

County since June, but police spokesman John Weglarz 

said there's nothing to indicate that there is a trend of 

random incidents there. 

Some invasions begin when people are followed home 

from banks or pharmacies. Sometimes contractors or 

delivery people who have been to the home tell a friend, 

who later commits the invasion. 

Others, Shavack, said, are simply selected because the 

homes are in isolated areas. 

"They are the opportunistic random ones we have seen 

an uptick in in Kent and Sussex counties," Shavack said. 

"The information we have in some of these cases is that 

they are not drug-related at all, where the victims don't 

seem to have been known to the invaders at all." 

Peace of mind gone 

Burglaries have taken place in the Hartly area as well, 

and two victims said the nearby home invasions have 

caused them to be frightened. 

An elderly couple from Judith Road had their home 

burglarized about 11 a.m. Sept. 28, near where the 78-year-

old woman was attacked at home six weeks later. 

The burglars took a shotgun, electronics and other 

items. Before they gathered up their loot, they put the 

family's golden retriever in a crate. 

The couple used to live in Chester, Pa., and moved to 

central Delaware for peace and quiet. They wanted a home 

with a good amount of land around it for privacy, and for a 

safe, magical place for their grandchildren to visit. 

They said that dream has been shattered. 

"We thought this was a great idea, to have a private 

home, but now I'm not so sure about it," the woman said. 

"It doesn't seem that nice anymore. We're so scared and so 

isolated. You're supposed to be able to enjoy your golden 

years, but I can't. I have that nervousness inside. I'm always 

wondering if somebody's watching us." 

The husband feels the same way. 
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"They violated us," he said. "It's a shame when you 

can't enjoy your old age when you retire because of this. 

We would feel so much better if they were caught." 

The couple from the Oct. 19 home invasion feel the 

same way. They said they still have trouble sleeping. 

They moved to the Hartly area from the Kensington 

section of Philadelphia. For decades, they rarely locked 

their car or home. 

Those days are gone. 

"It's awful feeling like this," the wife said. "We're trying 

to get over it." 

The husband said he's less upset about the jewelry and 

other items that are gone than he is about the peace of mind 

the home invaders stole from him. 

"I'm hoping to get it back," he said. 

http://www.delawareonline.com/article/20111218/NEW

S/112180329/Home-invasions-on-the-

rise?odyssey=tab%7Cmostpopular%7Ctext%7CFRONTP

AGE 

 

11-12-15 City folk never fathomed the insult of the 

Canada gun registry 

Canadian urbano-philes, among whose number we must 

now, sadly, count my friend and colleague Stephen Maher, 

are given to assuming that celebrants of the federal long-

gun registry's demise are either wild-eyed gun lovers or 

Jethro Bodine lookalikes, picking pumpkin seeds from 

between our teeth. 

Indeed, Maher's column in these pages Thursday is an 

apt illustration of the cultural isolation of rural Canada - 

which comprises much of Ontario and almost everything to 

the east and west, but does not include the salons of 

Hogtown, Montreal, Vancouver or Ottawa, where folks 

chat about guns in the abstract while rarely, if ever, 

handling or firing one. 

What's truly inexplicable is that the urban liberal 

politicians who foisted the registry on the country have at 

no time bothered to discern what so motivates its 

opponents - the majority of whom are not "gun nuts," as 

Maher suggests, but rather farmers and landowners who 

deeply resent being visited with the sins of big-city 

sociopaths and handgun-toting hooligans. 

Had the registry's creators ever bothered to listen to 

rural people, they would have understood that this battle 

has never been about policy, so much as symbolism. That 

continues to be the case now, with the registry shuddering 

in its death rattle. 

In the early 1990s, with Canadians still reeling from the 

massacre of 14 women at the Ecole Polytechnique in 

Montreal, there was intense pressure on the federal 

government to "do something" to prevent a recurrence. The 

Chrétien government cobbled together a policy to "crack 

down" on gun crime. The fact it could not logically prevent 

a single crime, because neither criminals nor psychopaths 

are constrained by law, was immaterial. 

In fact, as Maher himself notes, gun crime in Canada 

has declined steadily for more than three decades. In 2006, 

according to Statistics Canada, 190 homicides were 

committed with a firearm, accounting for about a third of 

all murders. That was less than half the rate in 1975. 

Drilling deeper, more striking numbers pop up: The 

reason for the decline in gun homicides in Canada between 

1975 and 2006, according to Statistics Canada, was almost 

entirely attributable to a continuing decline in the rate of 

violence involving rifles and shotguns - which began in the 

1970s. To suggest the registry as a causal factor is 

nonsense, since it didn't come into force until Jan 1, 2003. 

It turns out that in Canada today, one is almost three 

times more likely to be murdered with a knife than with a 

gun. Of the killings that do involve firearms, most involve 

handguns - about two thirds. We know, from extensive 

reporting on the sources of illegal handguns, that between 

60 per cent and 70 per cent of these weapons are smuggled 

across the Canada-U.S. border, mostly at the Ambassador 

Bridge in Windsor-Detroit. The remainder are thieved from 

private handgun collections. 

The conclusion: Farmers and landowners, with their 

gopher guns and deer rifles, are not the source of this 

problem, such as it is. Why should they bear the brunt of 

the government's supposed solution, which doesn't work? 

The official line from the Canadian Association of Police 

Chiefs is that it works, but that doesn't bear scrutiny: No 

front-line cop goes into a home without assuming there 

may be weapons inside, registered or not. 

And this is the nub of the issue. The long-gun registry 

established without cause a de facto moral equivalency 

between urban gun thugs and mass murderers on the one 

hand, and law-abiding farmers, landowners and hunters on 

the other. Apart from being burdensome, intrusive and 

grotesquely expensive, the registry was an insult, which 

rural people took personally. 

This, and not pressure from the so-called progun lobby, 

is why the Conservatives have pledged to destroy all gun 

registry data, and why they are right to do so. As Tory MP 

and anti-registry crusader Candice Hoeppner points out, it 

would be untenable to preserve information collected from 

some gun owners, while no longer gathering it from others. 

Quebec is free to build a new registry if it chooses, and 

justify that expense to Quebecers, if it can. 

The federal long-gun registry is history. Rather than tear 

their hair over its passing, its urban champions would do 

well to try to understand how they so completely missed 

the thread of public opinion beyond the beltway, which the 

Conservatives heard loud and clear. Are they just better 

listeners? 

Getting out to the boondocks now and then, ears wide 

open - rather than parachuting in once a year for the 

obligatory checkered-shirt photo-op - would be an 

excellent place to begin. 

http://www.ottawacitizen.com/news/City+folk+never+fath

omed+insult+registry/5868734/story.html 

http://www.delawareonline.com/article/20111218/NEWS/112180329/Home-invasions-on-the-rise?odyssey=tab%7Cmostpopular%7Ctext%7CFRONTPAGE
http://www.delawareonline.com/article/20111218/NEWS/112180329/Home-invasions-on-the-rise?odyssey=tab%7Cmostpopular%7Ctext%7CFRONTPAGE
http://www.delawareonline.com/article/20111218/NEWS/112180329/Home-invasions-on-the-rise?odyssey=tab%7Cmostpopular%7Ctext%7CFRONTPAGE
http://www.delawareonline.com/article/20111218/NEWS/112180329/Home-invasions-on-the-rise?odyssey=tab%7Cmostpopular%7Ctext%7CFRONTPAGE
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/news/City+folk+never+fathomed+insult+registry/5868734/story.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/news/City+folk+never+fathomed+insult+registry/5868734/story.html
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11-12-15  Tea Party Patriots co-founder arrested for 

handgun at airport 

Mark Meckler, co-founder of the Tea Party Patriots, 

was arrested Thursday at New York’s LaGuardia Airport 

and faces up to 15 years in prison for illegally traveling 

with a handgun. 

He presented a locked gun box to a Delta Airlines 

employee during a preflight check-in, which contained a 

Glock 27 pistol and nineteen 9mm cartridges, according to 

prosecutors. Meckler told authorities he had the handgun 

because he gets threats. But he does not have a New York 

State carry permit. 

Meckler was charged with criminal possession of a 

weapon in the second degree, a Class C felony, and 

released following arraignment. 

“Mark Meckler, an attorney and National Coordinator 

for Tea Party Patriots, who holds a concealed-carry permit 

from the state of California, today was charged with a 

firearms violation at LaGuardia Airport in New York 

City,” said Meckler’s lawyer, Brian Stapleton, in a 

statement. 

“While in temporary transit through the state of New 

York in possession of an unloaded, lawful firearm that was 

locked in a TSA-approved safe, he legally declared his 

possession of the firearm in his checked baggage at the 

ticket counter as required by law and in a manner approved 

by TSA and the airline, yet was arrested by port authority 

for said possession.” 

Meckler acted as a spokesperson for the Tea Party 

Patriots and occasionally appeared on national news 

outlets. 

“Before leaving home, passengers should acquaint 

themselves with the weapon laws of the jurisdiction that 

they are visiting and comply with any and all legal 

requirements if they choose to travel with a weapon,” 

Queens District Attorney Richard A. Brown said in a 

statement. 

“Otherwise, they may find themselves being arrested 

and charged with a felony – as is what occurred in this 

case.” 

http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2011/12/15/tea-party-

patriots-co-founder-arrested-for-handgun-at-

airport/#.TuqqOkvaqg8.facebook 

 

11-12-14  Texas school may build safety wall after 

shooting 

EDINBURG, Texas (AP) — Dozens of law 

enforcement officers trudged through soggy brush near a 

South Texas middle school Tuesday looking for casings 

and other evidence to help explain how two boys were shot 

while they were trying out for the school basketball team. 

Investigators have questioned three men who were 

found on adjacent ranchland after the shooting Monday 

evening. Two were practicing target shooting about a half 

mile from the school. A third was an illegal immigrant with 

an assault rifle who was trespassing on the property. The 

target shooters were released, but are still under 

investigation. The other man remained in custody. 

Investigators didn't know if any of them fired the shots. 

School officials met with parents Tuesday morning, and 

both said they were surprised to learn there was hunting on 

private property just beyond the school's perimeter. 

Superintendent Rene Gutierrez said one property owner 

had informed officials about hunting on his land, but they 

hadn't known there was any in the area where the shots 

came from. 

"We were not aware that there was hunting on the west 

side of the school or that there were (hunting) leases on the 

west side until last night," Gutierrez said. 

With no Texas law prohibiting hunting on private land 

near a school and high-powered rifles that can fire more 

than a mile, school officials said the most immediate way 

to protect students might be building a cinder-block wall 

around two sides of Harwell Middle School to protect it 

from flying bullets. 

The school opened just this year on rural property 

northeast of Edinburg, which is about 50 miles northwest 

of Brownsville. Homes line the road approaching the 

school, but ranchlands covered with thickets of short trees 

and undergrowth stretch out to the west and the north. 

A chain link fence separates the back of the campus 

from about 200 yards of open field, and there a tree line 

starts an expanse of thick scrub to the west. 

The boys, ages 13 and 14, were in a parking lot that had 

been converted into a temporary basketball court behind 

the school when they were shot about 4:45 p.m. Monday. 

About 50 children were trying out for the team. One boy 

going for a layup was shot just under the right arm, and the 

other was shot in the back while awaiting his turn. 

Four coaches immediately rushed children inside the 

building while other staff tended to the wounded students, 

Gutierrez said. Both boys underwent surgery and were 

listed in stable condition, he said. 

Investigators were able to retrieve a bullet from one of 

the boys. Hidalgo County Sheriff Lupe Trevino said they 

will check for a ballistics match with rifles taken from 

three men who were questioned. The target shooters told 

investigators they were practicing on property west of the 

school, and Trevino said they appeared to have been in the 

right line of fire to hit the students.  

"We felt very certain that the shots came from afar," 

Trevino said. "They probably came from one of the 

surrounding ranches. We knew for sure that it did not occur 

from within the compound of the school." 

Investigators were still trying to figure out where the 

third man was when the boys were shot. He had an AR-15 

assault rifle, and Trevino said he could face trespassing and 

weapons charges in addition to his immigration violation. 

Classes were held as scheduled Tuesday, but students 

were confined to campus buildings and extra security 

patrolled the campus. 

http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2011/12/15/tea-party-patriots-co-founder-arrested-for-handgun-at-airport/#.TuqqOkvaqg8.facebook
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2011/12/15/tea-party-patriots-co-founder-arrested-for-handgun-at-airport/#.TuqqOkvaqg8.facebook
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2011/12/15/tea-party-patriots-co-founder-arrested-for-handgun-at-airport/#.TuqqOkvaqg8.facebook
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Mike Cox, a spokesman for Texas Parks and Wildlife 

Department, said he was not aware of a specific law or 

regulation that prohibits hunting close to public buildings, 

such as schools or hospitals. He said it is against the law to 

discharge firearms within city limits or along any public 

road. 

Trevino also said he didn't believe there was any law 

preventing hunting near a school. 

You're in the state of Texas and the state of Texas, like 

any other state in the union, has rural schools all over the 

country," Trevino said. "And a lot of the schools are 

surrounded by hunting ... Even during dove season, we get 

literally hundreds of calls of residents having barbecues 

having pellets rain upon their roof. I mean that happens 

every year. You've got to remember you're in rural Hidalgo 

County, Texas, and it is a hunting state." 

However, he added, "you would seem to think also that 

there's some sort of personal responsibility that one has to 

take as a hunter or as a responsible adult." 

A man who owns property northeast of the school had 

told school officials that he leased his property out to two 

deer hunters and that this would be the last year, Gutierrez 

said. That property owner advised the hunters of the 

school's location and told them to only shoot north, away 

from the campus, he said. 

Esmeralda Gutierrez, who has a son in eighth grade, 

said school officials told her that students won't be allowed 

outside for activities this week. But they also said that 

since the adjacent land is private and the hunters have 

permission, there was nothing they could do. 

Gutierrez said she remained concerned about the safety 

of her son and other students.  

"I didn't know there was hunting there. It surprised me," 

Gutierrez said in Spanish. "It's dangerous for the kids." 

http://www.pottstownmercury.com/articles/2011/12/14/

news/doc4ee8a14571f89965898797.txt?viewmode=fullstor

y 

 

11-12-14 Boy disciplined after waving gun-shaped 

pizza slice 

SMYRNA, Tenn. - For the rest of the semester, a 

Rutherford County elementary student has to eat lunch at 

the "silent table" for allegedly waving around a slice of 

pizza some say resembled a gun. 

Nicholas Taylor attends David Youree Elementary 

School in Smyrna, about 30 miles southeast of Nashville. 

School leaders say the 10-year-old threatened other 

students at his lunch table with a piece of pizza with bites 

out of it so it looked like a gun and when asked about it 

was initially not truthful. 

Nicholas' mother LeAnn calls her son's punishment 

"absolutely ridiculous" saying he was just playing around 

and never said anything derogatory or anything about 

shooting anyone. 

"The kid across the table from him said it looked like a 

gun so he picked it up and started shooting it in the air," 

she told Nashville's News 2 Investigates. 

Taylor said she learned of the incident when the school 

sent her a note saying her son was threatening other 

students. 

James Evans, spokesperson for the Rutherford County 

School District, said the boy isn't being punished because 

he had a piece of pizza shaped like a gun. 

He's being punished because "some students reported he 

was making some threatening hand gestures, that he was 

shooting other kids at the table and they reported it to a 

teacher," according to Evans. 

He continued, "The student didn't tell him the truth 

about it so he got silent lunch for six days." 

Evans called the punishment minor but said the 

message is clear. 

"I realize some might say we are going overboard but 

the principal is just trying to use an abundance of caution 

and send the message that we don't play about guns and it's 

not something we joke around about," he said. 

To that, Taylor said her son knows he shouldn't play 

with guns. 

"We don't have a gun in the house," she said. "He plays 

with light sabers. He's a big Star Wars fan." 

In addition to lunch at the silent table, Nicholas has 

spent time with the school resource officer learning about 

gun safety. 

Taylor said the school system has made it clear that if 

her son eats his pizza into the shape of a gun again and 

there is a similar occurrence, he will be suspended. 

http://www.wkrn.com/story/16325409/gun-shaped-

pizza-slice 

 

11-12-14  NYC-paid investigators buy guns online 

across US 

NEW YORK — A city investigation caught online gun 

sellers around the country illegally handing over assault 

weapons to people who said they couldn't pass a 

background check, Mayor Michael Bloomberg said 

Wednesday, just days after a police officer was shot to 

death with an illegal gun. 

Peddlers who list their guns on websites such as 

Craigslist aren't required to conduct a background check 

before selling a gun, but it's against federal law for them to 

sell to someone they believe wouldn't pass such a check. 

Among the weapons purchased in the sting was a 9 mm 

semi-automatic handgun identical to the model police say 

was used to kill Officer Peter Figoski when he responded 

to a 911 call about a home invasion Monday. 

The $290,000 effort — the latest in a series of city-

sponsored sting operations targeting out-of-state illegal gun 

sales — took private investigators hired by the city far 

beyond New York's borders. But Bloomberg said 

Wednesday that the impact of such illegal sales makes 

them very much the city's business. The city estimates that 

http://www.pottstownmercury.com/articles/2011/12/14/news/doc4ee8a14571f89965898797.txt?viewmode=fullstory
http://www.pottstownmercury.com/articles/2011/12/14/news/doc4ee8a14571f89965898797.txt?viewmode=fullstory
http://www.pottstownmercury.com/articles/2011/12/14/news/doc4ee8a14571f89965898797.txt?viewmode=fullstory
http://www.wkrn.com/story/16325409/gun-shaped-pizza-slice
http://www.wkrn.com/story/16325409/gun-shaped-pizza-slice
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85 percent of guns used in crimes here come from out of 

state. 

"Peter Figoski was our police officer. We didn't 

overstep anything," the mayor said at a City Hall news 

conference. "We obeyed the federal laws. We were very 

careful. ... We did not want to jeopardize any future 

prosecution." 

Bloomberg said the city had submitted the results of its 

inquiry to the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 

Firearms and Explosives, which didn't immediately return 

a message seeking comment Wednesday. The private 

investigators used Craigslist and other websites to contact 

125 online gun sellers in 14 states. Of those, 77 agreed to 

sell to buyers who said they couldn't pass a background 

check. The investigators followed through and completed 

five of the purchases in-person, at locations in Ohio. 

The mayor called on the websites to institute checks to 

discourage illegal sales — for example, by requiring sellers 

and buyers to provide identification. Craigslist doesn't 

officially allow the listing of guns on its pages, but the 

investigation found that gun sellers were openly using its 

pages and frequently flouting the law. 

Zachariah Terhark, the owner of gunlistings.org, said 

his site asks users to report illegal activity to the ATF and 

removes postings that have been flagged by users. When 

people post on the site, Terhark said his company captures 

their IP addresses, which it can turn over to police if 

questions arise. 

"Because gunlistings.org serves all 50 states, there 

many different sets of state and local laws that apply to 

firearm transactions. Due to this, we place the 

responsibility of knowing and following the gun laws on 

our users. Our buyers and sellers agree to this when posting 

a firearm or contacting a seller," he said. 

Craigslist and other sites targeted in the investigation, 

including Glocktalk.com and KSL.com, didn't immediately 

return messages seeking comment. 

Bloomberg, who leads a national coalition of mayors 

advocating stronger gun control, also renewed his call for 

Congress to close what he said were loopholes allowing 

buyers with criminal records or mental illnesses to buy 

guns. 

The National Rifle Association, which has been 

opposed to such legislation, didn't return a call seeking 

comment Wednesday. 

Figoski, a 22-year New York Police Department 

veteran, was killed early Monday during a botched armed 

robbery of a marijuana dealer living in a basement 

apartment in Brooklyn, police said. Five men, including 

Lamont Pride, are accused of plotting the robbery. They 

are being held without bail on murder charges. 

The crew smashed in the door and began beating the 

dealer, and the upstairs owner of the home called 911 to 

report a break-in. Figoski and his partner were providing 

backup to two officers questioning the victim and two 

suspects inside the apartment when Pride and another man 

tried to flee, police said. 

Figoski, 47, was shot once in the face as Pride tried to 

escape, before he had time to draw his weapon, police said. 

Pride's attorney urged people not to rush to judgment. 

"It's going to be a long process. We're gathering 

information and urging everyone to wait to judge until the 

court system takes it course," James Koenig said. 

Pride had been arrested twice in recent months in New 

York for weapons and drug possessions but released after 

police found they had no grounds to hold him under North 

Carolina warrants for his arrest, police said. The initial 

warrants were in-state only, meaning they didn't include 

extradition. 

North Carolina officials eventually amended the 

warrants to require Pride be held until state authorities 

could retrieve him, but by then he had been released 

pending a January court date in New York, New York 

Police Commissioner Raymond Kelly said. 

A spokeswoman for the Greensboro Police Department, 

Susan Danielsen, said that "the initial warrants for Mr. 

Pride were in-state only because we had no indicators that 

he was a flight risk." 

The gun Pride is accused of using in the shooting this 

week was purchased legally in Virginia, but the former 

owner said it disappeared in 2009 when he moved. A 

second gun, a revolver found stashed inside the microwave 

at the crime scene, was shipped from Smith & Wesson in 

1966 to an Indianapolis dealer now out of business. 

Figoski's career included more than 200 arrests and 12 

medals — one of them an exceptional merit award for 

coming under fire in a brush with a man who would later 

be convicted as the city's Zodiac copycat killer of the early 

1990s. 

A funeral was set for Monday. 

http://www.ajc.com/news/nation-world/nyc-paid-

investigators-buy-1260326.html 

 

11-12-13  Bullet pierces 4-year-old’s bedroom wall in 

Upper Burrell 

When Shannon Griffith put her 4-year-old son, Logan, 

to bed one night last week, she noticed something quite 

strange. 

"There was dry wall and insulation all over his room," 

she said recalling what she saw on the night of Dec. 6. 

"When I went to investigate, that's when I saw the hole. " 

The debris and hole that Griffith, 34, saw was the result 

of an hunter's errant shotgun slug, according to Upper 

Burrell policeman Robert Speer. 

The slug sat on the floor mere feet away from where 

Logan sleeps every night. 

Luckily for Griffith, no one was in the house she shares 

with Logan; her other son, Ryan; and her husband, Darryl, 

when the bullet crashed into their Upper Drennen Road 

home. 

http://www.ajc.com/news/nation-world/nyc-paid-investigators-buy-1260326.html
http://www.ajc.com/news/nation-world/nyc-paid-investigators-buy-1260326.html
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"What is really upsetting is that hunters have to walk 

past our house all the time," she said about her house, 

which sits on property surrounded by woods. "People not 

being cautious really makes me angry.They see our house, 

so they it's not like they don't know its here." 

In Pennsylvania, hunters are prohibited from firing at 

any game located within 150 yards of a house, according to 

the Pennsylvania Game Commission hunting regulations. 

The Game Commission did not return calls for 

comment on this story. 

Speer said Upper Burrell Police don't have any suspects 

yet, but they are looking. 

"I've been interviewing people who are hunting in that 

area," he said. 

Griffith said that, while no one was physically hurt, 

Logan was a little shaken up by the incident. 

"He's asked some questions," she said. "He wanted to 

know if this is going to happen again. It, obviously, would 

have scared him a lot more had we been here when it 

happened." 

Griffith said that most hunters, like her husband, are 

responsible, but she now knows it only takes one 

irresponsible person to shake up a whole family. 

"It just takes one person to make a bad incident 

happen," she said. 

You can help 

Anyone with information about the shooting is asked to 

call Upper Burrell Police at 724-335-0664. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/w

estmoreland/s_771774.html 

 

11-12-12 That's why you don't point a gun at a cop 

And that's why you don't point a gun at a cop 

* 16th Street near Dauphin 

A 47-year-old man was shot in the scrotum by police 

Friday night in North Philadelphia after he fled a traffic 

stop and pointed a gun at an officer, said Lt. Ray Evers, a 

police spokesman. 

Albert Jones, of Collom Street near Germantown 

Avenue, was a passenger in a car driven by Tyrone 

Beaufort, 48, when they were pulled over for a traffic 

violation, Evers said. 

Police found a .45-caliber handgun with an obliterated 

serial number in the small of Beaufort's back, Evers said. 

As he was being handcuffed by one officer, another officer 

went to question Jones, who was in the passenger's seat of 

the vehicle, police said. Jones fought the officer and fled 

north on 16th Street, police said. During the chase, Jones 

pulled out a .38 caliber revolver and leveled it at the 

officer, inciting the cop to shoot Jones three times in the 

groin area, Evers said. 

Jones, who has nine prior arrests, was taken to Thomas 

Jefferson University Hospital, where he was in stable 

condition yesterday, police said. He was charged with 

aggravated assault and firearms offenses. Beaufort, of 

Lambert Street near Cecil B. Moore Avenue, has 22 prior 

arrests and was charged with firearms violations, police 

said. 

He's shot dead behind workplace 

* Watts Street near Poplar 

A 50-year-old man was fatally shot while sitting in a 

furniture truck in North Philadelphia Saturday evening, 

police said. 

Kevin Drinks, of Oakmont Street near Summerdale 

Avenue, was parked behind a furniture store when he was 

shot three times in the chest about 6:26 p.m., police said. A 

family member said Drinks worked at the Underground 

Market Furniture store, on Broad Street near Girard 

Avenue. 

Triple shooting injures 3 teens 

* Taney Street near Cambria 

A triple shooting in North Philadelphia Saturday 

evening left a teenager in critical condition, police said. 

A 14-year-old boy was shot once in the chest, a 17-

year-old boy was shot once in the hand and a 19-year-old 

man was shot in the hip and abdomen about 5 p.m., police 

said. 

All three victims were taken to Temple University 

Hospital, where yesterday the 14-year-old was critical, the 

19-year-old was critical but stable. The 17-year-old was 

treated and released, police said. 

Woman, 47, fatally stabbed 

* Franklin Street near 

Wingohocking 

A woman was fatally stabbed inside a Hunting Park 

home early Saturday, according to police. 

The 47-year-old victim, whose identity had not been 

released pending family notification, was found dead with 

a single stab wound to her chest about 3:45 a.m. 

Police could not immediately confirm reports that a 

man was arrested in the stabbing. 

Man, 28, dies from head wound 

* Alden Street near Locust 

A 28-year-old man was shot and killed in a West 

Philadelphia backyard Saturday night, police said. 

The victim, whose identity had not been released 

pending family notification, was shot once in the head and 

several times in the chest and legs about 7 p.m. 

Two teens killed in DUI hit-run 

* Chester Pike, 

Glenolden 

A Chester man was driving under the influence and 

without a license when he hit and killed two teenagers in 

Glenolden Friday night then fled, police said. 

The teens, Michael Taylor and Mark McNeill, both 15, 

were crossing Chester Pike about 9:35 p.m. when Maurquis 

Thompson, 19, who was fleeing a traffic stop for speeding, 

ran a red light and hit the boys, according to court 

documents. 

Taylor died at the scene and McNeill was taken to 

Crozer-Chester Medical Center, where he died Saturday. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/westmoreland/s_771774.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/westmoreland/s_771774.html
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Following the crash, Thompson fled and tried to ditch 

the car but was spotted by police and taken into custody, 

court documents said. Police said Thompson smelled of 

marijuana and when they searched the car he had been 

driving, they found a bag of marijuana and an empty glass 

bottle in a paper bag. 

Thompson, who was driving his girlfriend's vehicle in 

the crash, has been charged with two counts of homicide 

by vehicle while driving under the influence, driving on a 

suspended license and related offenses. 

Owner killed at his gas station 

* 9th and Kerlin streets, Chester 

The longtime owner of a Chester gas station was fatally 

shot early Friday at his business, according to police. 

Mohammed Fareed, 56, of Bucks County, was found 

with gunshot wounds to his torso about 4 a.m. near the gas 

pumps at his A-Plus Sunoco station, police said. 

Fareed was initially able to speak with responding 

officers, but later died from his injuries police said. 

Tipsters are urged to call Chester police at 610-447-8431. 

- Stephanie Farr 

http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/2011121

2_That_s_why_you_don_t_point_a_gun_at_a_cop.html 

 

11-12-12 Gun from passenger's bag in Atlanta 

airport accidentally fired 

Reuters) - A pistol discovered in a passenger's carry-on 

bag was accidentally fired inside the Atlanta airport, 

grazing a police officer, authorities said on Monday. 

Security screeners at Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta 

International Airport spotted the .22-caliber pistol Sunday 

via an X-ray machine and notified Atlanta police, 

Transportation Security Administration spokesman 

Jonathan Allen said. 

Authorities said the gun was loaded with five rounds of 

ammunition known as "snake shot," which typically is used 

to kill small animals. As a police officer tried to remove the 

rounds while pointing the weapon at a screening table, the 

gun was unintentionally fired, according to an incident 

report. 

"I was grazed by a pellet fragment on the left side of my 

face," the officer wrote in the report. 

The passenger, a 43-year-old Georgia man, was arrested 

on weapons charges and remained in jail early on Monday. 

He told police that he "travels to Florida often on business 

and keeps the weapon on him for protection, not to kill 

anyone but in an attempt to scare people off," the report 

said. 

So far this year, TSA has discovered more than 1,100 

firearms at airport security checkpoints, the agency said. 

http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/12/12/us-crime-

airport-gun-

idUSTRE7BB18M20111212?feedType=RSS&feedName=

domesticNews&rpc=76 

 

11-12-12  Law-abiding citizens are not the problem 

I am responding to the full-page ad with Mike Carroll, 

former president of the International Association of Chiefs 

of Police. The ad blamed U.S. Rep. Dent for not opposing 

a bill that would force Pennsylvania to accept concealed 

carry gun permits from every other state. I am a recently 

retired police officer with more than 30 years in law 

enforcement, and I want people to know that it is not the 

law-abiding citizen with concealed carry permits that the 

police have to worry about, it is the criminal who illegally 

carries stolen weapons. My former partner, Officer Robert 

A Lasso of the Freemansburg Police Department, was shot 

and killed on Aug. 11, allegedly by a borough resident who 

had a shotgun in his possession. 

The criminal will always get a gun to carry illegally; 

these are the people police have to worry about. 

Congressman Dent was just standing up for our Second 

Amendment rights to keep and bear arms. Pennsylvania is 

part of the United States, and if these other states issued 

concealed carry permits to their law-abiding citizens, who 

are we to say their rights do not exist in Pennsylvania? 

Please remember, it is not the law-abiding citizen who 

shoots police officers. 

Peter L. Pavlovic 

Upper Milford Township 

http://www.mcall.com/opinion/mc-letter-pavlovic-dent-

ad-gun-permit-20111212,0,5994913.story 

 

11-12-12 Phillipsburg man pointed fake gun, implied 

it was real, police say 

A Phillipsburg man was charged with aggravated 

assault for allegedly pointing a paint gun or a laser gun at 

another person and implying it was a real pistol, police said 

Monday. 

Jose Martinez, 44, of the 100 block of Hudson Street 

pointed the gun about 9:20 a.m. Saturday in his home, 

town police said. During the investigation, officers found a 

paint gun and laser-lighter gun, police said. 

Martinez was charged with aggravated assault, 

possession of a weapon, and possession of a weapon for an 

unlawful purpose. He was committed to Warren County 

Prison under $20,000 bail. 

http://www.mcall.com/news/breaking/mc-phillipsburg-

gun-pointing-arrest-20111212,0,4888822.story 

 

11-12-12 ALL I WANT FOR CHRISTMAS IS MY 

TWO SMOKING BARRELS 

USA TODAY reports that bargain-priced flat-screen 

televisions, smartphones and computers were not the only 

big sellers on Black Friday.  

Gun sales also posted record numbers.  

In an under-reported story, gun dealers flooded the FBI 

with background-check requests for prospective buyers on 

Black Friday, smashing the single-day, all-time high by 32 

percent, according to bureau records. An FBI spokesman 

said that the checks, required by federal law, surged to 

http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/20111212_That_s_why_you_don_t_point_a_gun_at_a_cop.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/20111212_That_s_why_you_don_t_point_a_gun_at_a_cop.html
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129,166 during the day, eclipsing the previous high of 

97,848 on Black Friday of 2008.  

The actual number of firearms sold is likely higher 

because multiple firearms can be included in a transaction 

by a single buyer. And the FBI does not track actual gun 

sales.  

Some gun-industry analysts attributed the surge to a 

convergence of factors, including an increasing number of 

first-time buyers seeking firearms for protection. Larry 

Keane, a spokesman for the National Shooting Sports 

Foundation, said that 25 percent of the purchases typically 

involve first-time buyers, many of them women.  

"I think there also is a burgeoning awakening of the 

American public that they do have a constitutional right to 

own guns," Keane said.  

Mr. Keane might also have mentioned that surging gun 

sales is the American public's commonsense response to 

accounts of brutal attacks on defenseless victims, like the 

following.  

On Nov. 7, Darren Rogers, 46, was walking to his job 

as a concierge on the overnight shift at an apartment 

building in a quiet, historic section of Society Hill. It was 

near 11:30 p.m. 

In an Inquirer report, two men in hoodies walking in the 

opposite direction split apart, forcing Rogers to walk 

between them. One of them threw a punch, knocking 

Rogers to the ground. A security camera caught them 

punching and kicking him for 45 seconds as Rogers kicked 

and flailed in self-defense.  

The camera then captured a muzzle flash.  

The men jogged away with nothing.  

Rogers was shot once in the chest, the bullet ricocheting 

off his spinal cord. His heart stopped that night on the 

operating-room table. Doctors again had to restart his heart 

the week after the shooting, after a blood clot traveled from 

his leg. To date, he has had four surgeries to repair the 

wounds. He still is in the intensive-care unit, but his mother 

reports that he has feeling in his legs and is growing 

stronger.  

Although Rogers is black, and his assailants are white, 

the police do not believe that the attack was racially 

motivated. "It looks as random as could be," according to 

the detective handling the case.  

The American public also responds to accounts of 

similar incidents with vastly different outcomes when 

victims have the means to defend themselves.  

A few days after the start of the fall semester, a 15-year-

old thug and two accomplices who tried to rob a Temple 

University student at gunpoint got the surprise of their 

young lives when the student pulled out a piece of his own, 

in self-defense.  

The 15-year-old gunman opened fire, at which point the 

student fired back. Multiple shots were fired. The student 

was struck in the stomach and the robber in the chest and 

leg. Both survived.  

Fortunately, the student, a sophomore, had a license to 

carry a concealed weapon.  

Arguably, it saved his life.  

On Black Friday, a 33-year-old man was delivering 

pizza to a vacant house in Philadelphia's East Germantown 

section when an assailant appeared from the driveway and 

robbed him. The deliveryman surrendered his wallet and 

cash.  

A struggle then ensued, and the deliveryman wrested 

the gun from his attacker and fired. The 26-year-old 

assailant died 12 hours later.  

The police classified the shooting as justified. 

Undoubtedly, most Americans would agree.  

Dennis Henigan, acting president of the Brady Center to 

Prevent Gun Violence, said that he was skeptical of the 

Black Friday gun surge. "I think there may be no real 

significance at all," Henigan said. "It's possible that gun 

companies are just catching on to creating a Black Friday 

frenzy for themselves."  

Mr. Henigan must think that the American public is 

deaf, dumb and blind.  

Gerald K. McOscar lives in West Chester. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/opinion/20111212_ALL_

I_WANT_FOR_CHRISTMAS_IS_MY_TWO_SMOKIN

G_BARRELS.html 

 

11-12-12 AK Officer's child struck by bullet 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska - The young child of an 

Anchorage police officer was shot while sleeping in his 

crib when a gun being handled by a man in an adjoining 

condominium accidentally fired and the bullet went 

through the wall, police said Monday. 

The officer was in his east Anchorage condo, with his 

wife and 2-year-old son, when the toddler was shot in the 

head Sunday night, said police spokesman Lt. Dave Parker. 

The officer told police he heard a pop about 10:30 p.m. 

and found a bullet hole in the child's bedroom wall. He 

discovered his boy was bleeding and called 911, Parker 

said. 

The boy was rushed to a hospital, evaluated and 

underwent surgery. He was in pediatric intensive care and 

doctors were guardedly optimistic early Monday, Parker 

said. 

There were three people in the adjoining condominium 

- a husband, wife and the wife's brother. The husband was 

handling a gun and dropped the hammer, thinking the gun 

was empty, but the chamber was full and it fired, Parker 

said. 

"The baby was asleep in his bed and all of a sudden he 

ends up with a head wound from the bullet," Parker said. 

The three people in the adjoining condominium were 

questioned at police headquarters and released. Parker said 

there was no sign the group was drinking when the gun 

went off. 

"They explained the whole thing," Parker said. "It is just 

a horrible accident."  

http://www.philly.com/philly/opinion/20111212_ALL_I_WANT_FOR_CHRISTMAS_IS_MY_TWO_SMOKING_BARRELS.html
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http://www.adn.com/2011/12/12/2214333/child-struck-

by-bullet.html#ixzz1gQJk4KFJ 

 

11-12-12 Good riddance to the Canada long-gun 

registry 

With Bill C-19 swiftly moving through Parliament, the 

federal long-gun registry has almost fired its last shot. 

Many Canadians will be pleased to see this wasteful, 

ineffective, billion dollar boondoggle shut down. I'm one 

of them. 

From the very beginning, the gun registry epitomized 

everything that was bad about the Canadian political 

process. It was originally supposed to cost taxpayers $2 

million, and registration fees would cover other expenses. 

The whole thing ballooned out of control due to massive 

cost overruns, and ended up costing billions. 

But whether the gun registry cost a couple of million 

dollars or a couple of billion dollars, not a single cent 

should have ever been spent on this ridiculous venture. It 

was a prime example of government inefficiency, and 

quickly became a bureaucratic nightmare. It attacked the 

individual rights and freedoms of law-abiding citizens. And 

it accomplished absolutely nothing. 

Yes, you read that right: nothing. 

The nonsense that gun control apologists have been 

peddling - from press releases to public rallies - has created 

momentary diversions, but little else. The gun registry has 

had no effect on bringing down crime levels, because it 

wasn't the useful tool it was purported to be. 

Since this is the last time I'll ever write about the gun 

registry, please indulge me as I take one final pleasurable 

swipe at l'enfant terrible, and bid it adieu. 

The Canadian Firearms Registry was supposed to 

register all guns in our country. But there was one major 

flaw: only law-abiding citizens, such as hunters and gun 

collectors, would ever willingly register them. These 

particular individuals don't pose an immediate threat to the 

safety and security of our nation. Did you honestly think 

criminals would pay the $60 fee, renewable every five 

years, to register their illegal weapons? If so, shame on 

you. Criminals don't follow the law, they never intended to 

register their weapons, and they aren't going to stop leading 

a life of crime due to an idiotic government initiative. 

One could argue cost overruns and significant hours 

spent on building, maintaining and enforcing the gun 

registry helped reduce the ability of law enforcement to 

deal with our lax immigration laws and remaining terrorist 

cells, which are two major potential sources of increased 

numbers of illegal weapons entering our borders. The gun 

registry had no available mechanism to target illegal 

weapons. Hence, the police were only holding sheets of 

data of legally registered long guns, which doesn't help 

crack down on violent crime. 

There is also the long-standing problem of illegal 

weapons being smuggled into Canada across the border. As 

noted in a November 2007 RCMP report, Current Trends 

in Firearms Trafficking and Smuggling in Canada, the 

"illicit firearms market is characterized by a wide range of 

criminal participants, particularly individual entrepreneurs 

to full-fledged members of criminal organizations. These 

participants drive the market, either as consumers or, 

occasionally, through random individual sales to other 

criminals." The black market for illegal weapons needs to 

be stopped dead in its tracks, and the criminal elements 

need to be rooted out of our society. For that to happen, we 

need more police to spend more time monitoring this 

problem - and spend less time worrying about lawabiding 

Canadians registering their legal weapons. 

That's why Canadians of different regions, 

backgrounds, and political stripes opposed the gun registry. 

Contrary to popular belief, this was not a right-wing issue. 

Yes, conservatives and libertarians led the fight, but in 

support of property rights and opposition to wasteful 

government spending. The gun registry interfered in our 

livelihoods, hobbies, privacy, and individual liberties and 

personal freedoms. Many other Canadians respected those 

positions - either early on, or as the evidence mounted 

against this initiative. 

For the record, I've never owned a gun or fired one. (I 

have a couple of standing offers for the latter, and I hope to 

accomplish this task next year.) Even so, I recognize that 

the responsibility of owning a gun belongs to the 

individual, and not the state. I'm sick and tired of gun 

control advocates concerning themselves over the creation 

of a "gun culture" in Canada, which supposedly - in their 

own warped minds - exists in the U.S. I've met gun owners 

across the world, and I've found them to be decent, 

honourable and conventional people. They believe in law 

and order, the importance of family, safety and security of 

western democracies, and the freedom of choice to own a 

gun. I support all of those views, too. 

It's not going to matter for too much longer, however. If 

things move smoothly, the gun registry should be 

eliminated before Christmas. The frivolous registry data 

will be destroyed, as it should be. And we'll never have to 

think about this mess again. 

http://www.ottawacitizen.com/news/Good+riddance+lo

ng+registry/5845024/story.html 

 

11-12-11 Legislative Antlerless Deer Harvest 

Committee a bad idea 

State Rep. Mike Hanna has introduced legislation that 

would establish an Antlerless Deer Harvest Committee. 

Under the terms of H.B. 2034 that was introduced by 

Hanna, D-Clinton/Centre, the Antlerless Deer Harvest 

Committee would review the information and calculations 

and accept the recommendations or propose their own 

allocations. The decision of the committee would be 

binding on the Pennsylvania Game Commission. 

"The PGC is responsible for managing game in the 

commonwealth. Within the last decade, the PGC has 

changed its deer management strategy, Hanna said. "This 

http://www.adn.com/2011/12/12/2214333/child-struck-by-bullet.html#ixzz1gQJk4KFJ
http://www.adn.com/2011/12/12/2214333/child-struck-by-bullet.html#ixzz1gQJk4KFJ
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change has demonstrated that the PGC is less focused on 

the needs of sportsmen. As such, my legislation would 

amend the duties of the PGC to focus primarily on serving 

the interests of sportsmen, including maximizing the 

sustainable yield of the whitetail deer herd." 

The bill currently awaits action by the House Game and 

Fisheries Committee. 

Hanna is traveling a dangerous road for the 

commission. 

While I certainly understand there are issues with the 

antlerless doe allocation process, this bill would effectively 

neuter the Pennsylvania Game Commission in the process. 

The Antlerless Deer Committee would have total 

control over how many licenses are allocated each year and 

could choose to OK the commission's recomendations or 

go with its own.  

But it would only be for deer management - for now. 

But five or 10 years down the road, who is to say 

someone isn't going to get the idea that a legislative 

commission should be set up to manage turkeys? 

If that were the case, then why would we even need a 

board of commissioners for the Game Commission in the 

first place? 

This idea is a bad one, and, hopefully, H.B. 2034 

doesn't gain any traction. 

n Judging from the sparse number of shots I heard the 

final Saturday of the rifle deer season, the overall kill is 

going to be pretty low this year. 

The first two days were miserable - cold and rainy. 

Things were brisk the first Saturday, but it's doubtful that 

first Saturday made up for the first two days. 

http://www.observer-reporter.com/or/story11/12-11-

2011-Lolley-outdoors 

 

11-12-11 National survey shows continued support 

for hunting and shooting sports 

As Pennsylvania hunters hang their guns on the rack 

following the 2011 firearms deer season, a new nationwide 

survey confirms continuing popular support for hunting, 

target shooting and shooting sports in general. 

The survey, released last week, mirrors previous 

findings that a large majority of Americans approve of 

legal hunting and recreational shooting activities. A third 

of Americans, it said, want to give target or sport shooting 

a try, and nearly half of respondents had eaten wild-caught 

meat during the previous year. 

The telephone survey covered 50 states. It was 

commissioned by the National Shooting Sports Foundation 

and conducted in August and September by Responsive 

Management, a Virginia-based public opinion research 

firm specializing in issues regarding natural resources and 

outdoor recreation. The report was structured with 

demographic proportions among respondents that matched 

the U.S. Census Bureau's 2010 profile for the general 

population. 

The survey found 74 percent of those polled approve of 

legal hunting -- 42 percent strongly approve -- reflecting 

similar findings in Responsive Management surveys 

released in 1995, 2003 and 2006. Those results parallel 

other surveys gauging Americans' opinions on hunting 

issues, including 2003 and 2008 Gallup polls on animal 

rights that found a steady 75 percent of Americans 

"strongly opposed" or "somewhat opposed" to banning all 

types of hunting. 

"We don't have good comparative data before the 

1990s, because people were asking the question in different 

ways," said Mark Damian Duda, executive director of 

Responsive Management. "We know from past opinion 

polls there has been a remarkably stable positive public 

opinion on hunting, fishing and the shooting sports. We 

keep finding that in every state -- in [Pennsylvania] I think 

it's 81 percent in support of hunting." 

Seventy-one percent of those polled approve of 

recreational shooting, with 44 percent strongly approving. 

About a tenth of Americans hunt, the report says, but a 

whopping 95 percent said it is, "... OK for other people to 

hunt if they do so legally and in accordance with hunting 

laws and regulations." 

The most noteworthy part of the survey documents a 

slight but consistent upward trend in American opinions 

favoring shooting sports. In 2001, 59 percent indicated 

shooting sports were "perfectly acceptable." In 2006 the 

percentage had climbed to 63 percent; this year shooting 

sports are "perfectly acceptable" to 66 percent. In contrast, 

the percentage of Americans who said "shooting sports are 

inappropriate" dropped from 11 percent (2001) to 5 percent 

(2011). 

High statistical support of non-hunters for legal hunting 

runs contrary to a rash of complaints about defiant trespass 

by hunters and unsafe hunting practices that has recently 

surfaced as Pennsylvania debates the legalization of 

Sunday hunting. But state Rep. Marc Gergely, D-White 

Oak, a member of the House Game and Fisheries 

Committee, said the public's perception of hunting has 

improved as hunters have learned to hunt more safely. 

"I think the National Shooting Sports Foundation and 

National Rifle Association -- and in Pennsylvania, the 

Game Commission -- have done a very good job of 

educating the public that hunters and people who legally 

own guns aren't criminals. We are law abiding citizens," 

said Gergely. 

Public awareness of Hunters Sharing the Harvest, in 

which hunter-killed venison is donated to food banks, and 

increased knowledge of the vital role of hunters in wildlife 

management and as an economic engine, have helped to 

convince the 90 percent of Americans who don't hunt that 

hunters are OK, he said. 

Hunting expenditures total $22.9 billion annually, 

according to a 2006 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service study. 

"The argument used to be, guns are bad, and that 

impacted their perception of hunters because we have 

http://www.observer-reporter.com/or/story11/12-11-2011-Lolley-outdoors
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guns," he said. "Now, I think the conversation has shifted 

to, it's not the hunters and target shooters, not the owners of 

legal guns that are causing [gun violence] problems. It's the 

illegal ownership of guns. That's the problem. Everyone 

wants to find ways to go after them . . . and prosecute 

them." 

Game Commission spokesman Jerry Feaser said the 

success of the agency's hunter education program and other 

safety measures, as well as the long legacy of hunting 

"woven into the fabric of the state," have influenced 

Pennsylvanians' acceptance of hunting. Begun in 1959 as a 

voluntary course, the hunter education curriculum had 

matured by 1982 into a required class for all new hunters. 

Its impact on safety was felt almost immediately. 

"Our hunter education program, coupled with the 

requirement of [hunters] wearing orange, has drastically 

decreased hunting-related shooting incidents in the state, 

and I think the non-hunting public recognizes that," Feaser 

said. "Back in the '50s and '60s, even into the '80s, we were 

seeing [as many as] 181 hunting-related shooting incidents 

in a given hunting year. Last year we had a total of 35." 

On Thursday, Feaser said during the two-week 

statewide firearm deer season there were nine shooting 

incidents involving hunters -- six were self-inflicted, three 

were two-party incidents involving hunters, all were 

accidental discharges. 

Read the complete Responsive Management survey at 

www.responsivemanagement.com. 

http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/11345/1195860-

358.stm#ixzz1hIY7gsN6 

 

11-12-11 The first & last line of defense 

About a year ago, I spoke at a conference in Europe that 

attracted a lot of very rich people from all over the 

continent, as well as a lot of people who manage money for 

high-net-worth individuals. 

What made this conference remarkable was not the 

presentations, though they were generally quite interesting. 

The stunning part of the conference was learning -- as part 

of casual conversation during breaks, meals and other 

socializing time -- how many rich people are planning for 

the eventual collapse of European society. 

Not stagnation. Not gradual decline. Collapse. 

As in riots, social disarray, plundering and chaos. A 

nontrivial number of these people think the rioting in 

places such as Greece and England is just the tip of the 

iceberg. They have plans -- if bad things begin to happen -- 

to escape to jurisdictions ranging from Australia to Costa 

Rica. (Several of them remarked that they no longer see the 

U.S. as a good long-run refuge.) 

This was rather sobering. I've never been an optimist 

about Europe's future but is the situation really this bad? 

Well, the U.K. government seems to think things will 

get worse. Here are some excerpts from the Telegraph 

newspaper: 

• "British ministers privately warned that the break-up 

of the euro, once almost unthinkable, is now increasingly 

plausible. Diplomats are preparing to help Britons abroad 

through a banking collapse and even riots arising from the 

debt crisis. The Treasury confirmed earlier this month that 

contingency planning for a collapse is now under way." 

• Recent Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

instructions to embassies and consulates request 

contingency planning for extreme scenarios including 

rioting and social unrest." 

• "Diplomats have also been told to prepare to help tens 

of thousands of British citizens in eurozone countries with 

the consequences of a financial collapse that would leave 

them unable to access bank accounts or even withdraw 

cash." 

• "Analysts at UBS, an investment bank, this year 

warned that the most extreme consequences of a break-up 

include risks to basic property rights and the threat of civil 

disorder. 'When the unemployment consequences are 

factored in, it is virtually impossible to consider a break-up 

scenario without some serious social consequences,' UBS 

said." 

Let's think about what this means. And we'll start with 

an assumption that European politicians won't follow my 

sage advice and that they'll instead continue to kick the can 

down the road, thus making the debt bubble even bigger 

and creating the conditions for a nasty collapse. 

I've learned over the years that things are usually never 

as bad as they seem (or as good as they seem), so I don't 

expect that a nightmare situation will materialize. But I 

certainly can understand why wealthy people have 

contingency plans to escape. 

But what about the rest of us? We don't have property 

overseas and we don't have private jets, so what's our 

insurance policy? 

Part of the answer is to have the ability to protect 

ourselves and our families. As explained here, firearms are 

the ultimate guarantor of civilization. 

In my discussions and debates about this issue, I've 

traditionally relied on these four arguments: 

• Respect for the Constitution. The Framers were wise 

to include "the right of the people to keep and bear arms" 

in the Bill of Rights. The Second Amendment recognizes 

the value of a well-armed citizenry, and today's politicians 

(or courts) shouldn't be allowed to weaken that 

fundamental freedom. 

• The presumption of liberty. It's sometimes said that 

everything that isn't expressly forbidden is allowed in the 

United States, whereas in Europe it's the other way around, 

with everything forbidden unless explicitly permitted. This 

certainly seems to be the case for guns, with most 

European governments prohibiting firearms ownership for 

the vast majority of people. 

• Personal protection against crime. It doesn't really 

matter if cops are only a few minutes away when a person 

only has a few seconds to protect against danger. And since 

http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/11345/1195860-358.stm#ixzz1hIY7gsN6
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the evidence is overwhelming that gun ownership reduces 

crime, this is a powerful argument for the Second 

Amendment. 

• Ability to resist government oppression. Totalitarian 

governments invariably seek to disarm people. And with 

the majority of the world still living in nations that are not 

free, private gun ownership is at least a potential limit on 

thuggish governments. 

But perhaps we now need to add a fifth reason: 

• Personal protection against social breakdown. If 

politicians destroy the economic system with too much 

debt and too much dependency, firearms will be the first 

and last line of defense against those who would plunder 

and pillage. 

Here's a thought experiment to drive the point home: 

If Europe does collapse, which people do you think will 

be in better shape to preserve civilization -- the well-armed 

Swiss or the disarmed Brits? 

I hope we never have to find out. But I know which 

society has a better chance of surviving. 

Daniel J. Mitchell is a taxation scholar at the Cato 

Institute. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/opinion/

s_771312.html#ixzz1gIB9l8I3 

 

11-12-11  State police investigate death of trooper in 

police barracks parking lot 

State police at Tunkhannock are investigating the death 

of one of their own. 

Police said Trooper Craig Venesky, 42, of Clarks 

Summit, was the victim of an apparently self-inflicted 

gunshot at 2:45 a.m. Saturday in the parking lot of Troop P 

Tunkhannock State Police Barracks. 

The investigation is ongoing, and an autopsy was 

scheduled for 1 p.m. Saturday at Moses Taylor Hospital, 

police said. Efforts to reach the Wyoming County coroner's 

office were unsuccessful. 

Wyoming County District Attorney Jeff Mitchell had 

little to say about the investigation. Both he and state 

police investigators said there is no evidence of foul play. 

State police officials could not be reached for comment 

Saturday. State police were assisted by the coroner's office, 

Tunkhannock Ambulance and Medic 93. 

Venesky enlisted in the state police in September 2000. 

http://citizensvoice.com/news/state-police-investigate-

death-of-trooper-in-police-barracks-parking-lot-

1.1243470#axzz1gFYuRWQT 

 

11-12-10 Investigation into Death of State Trooper 

State police are investigating the death of one of their 

own. 

The trooper was discovered outside the barracks where 

he served in Wyoming County. 

Police found the body of Craig Venesky, 42, of Clarks 

Summit, early Saturday morning in the parking lot of the 

barracks outside Tunkhannock. 

Investigators said Venesky shot himself in the head. 

Venesky was a state trooper for more than 11 years. 

Authorities are still investigating the death in Wyoming 

County 

http://www.wnep.com/wnep-wyo-investigation-into-

death-of-state-trooper-20111210,0,1479765.story 

 

11-12-10 It’s more than Virginia Tech’s tragedy 

THE VIOLENCE at Virginia Tech on Thursday, which 

cost the life of a campus police officer, Deriek W. Crouse, 

is a heartbreaking calamity for his family and a haunting 

setback for the university. The fact that Tech’s new 

emergency response system, established after the 2007 

massacre on campus, appeared to work well is welcome 

news, and should be noted, and emulated, by other 

universities around the country. 

But the sobering truth is that despite the system’s 

efficacy in quickly alerting thousands of students and staff, 

it may have made no difference in how events unfolded 

Thursday. The gunman, a 22-year-old Radford University 

student whose motive remains unknown, chose to kill a 

policeman and, a half-hour later, to take his own life as 

another officer approached him. For whatever reason, 

there’s no indication he wanted or tried to kill anyone else 

or that the university’s relatively quick lockdown impeded 

his plans. 

Moreover, a “lockdown” on a campus the size of 

Virginia Tech, which has more than 125 buildings and 

more than 30,000 students, suggests a degree of security 

that in fact may be illusory. It is certainly preferable in an 

emergency to get students and staff indoors and keep them 

there. However, it may be exceedingly difficult, if not 

impossible, to ensure that a determined killer — especially 

one who blends in with the university community, as 

Seung-Hui Cho, a Tech student, did in 2007 — will not 

also gain access to “locked-down” areas such as libraries or 

student centers. If he does, the result is likely to be bloody 

and lethal, no matter how efficiently designed and well 

executed the emergency response system. 

Undoubtedly, Officer Crouse’s death is a tragedy for 

Virginia Tech; it is an equally emblematic tragedy for 

America. Already this year, 163 law enforcement officers 

have been killed in the line of duty, a number running 12 

percent ahead of last year’s rate and way ahead of the 

numbers recorded in 2008 and 2009. About a third of those 

killed were, like Mr. Crouse, shot to death. 

The reasons that police killings nationwide have surged 

in the past two years, even as overall crime rates have 

fallen, are a matter of conjecture. Perhaps cutbacks by 

budget-squeezed states and municipalities have left some 

police departments short-staffed or more heavily dependent 

on officers responding singly to calls. Perhaps, in an era 

when the rights of gun owners are ascendant, there are 

more firearms on the streets and in the wrong hands. 

In any case, the epidemic of assaults, injuries and deaths 

among law enforcement officers constitutes a scandal too 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/opinion/s_771312.html#ixzz1gIB9l8I3
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/opinion/s_771312.html#ixzz1gIB9l8I3
http://citizensvoice.com/news/state-police-investigate-death-of-trooper-in-police-barracks-parking-lot-1.1243470#axzz1gFYuRWQT
http://citizensvoice.com/news/state-police-investigate-death-of-trooper-in-police-barracks-parking-lot-1.1243470#axzz1gFYuRWQT
http://citizensvoice.com/news/state-police-investigate-death-of-trooper-in-police-barracks-parking-lot-1.1243470#axzz1gFYuRWQT
http://www.wnep.com/wnep-wyo-investigation-into-death-of-state-trooper-20111210,0,1479765.story
http://www.wnep.com/wnep-wyo-investigation-into-death-of-state-trooper-20111210,0,1479765.story
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easily overlooked. On Thursday, around the time of Mr. 

Crouse’s death, a sheriff’s deputy in North Carolina, Rick 

Rhyne, was shot to death by a suspect with an outstanding 

arrest warrant. A few hours later, a Virginia State Police 

senior trooper, M.H. Hamer, was shot and wounded by a 

suspect he’d taken into custody on Interstate 95 in Caroline 

County. But the thin blue line, it seems, is getting thinner. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/its-more-

than-virginia-techs-

tragedy/2011/12/09/gIQAeBNQlO_story.html 

 

11-12-09 Shooting of officer shakes Va. Tech 

With a 2007 massacre evoked, the campus locked down 

before the killer was reported dead. 

BLACKSBURG, Va. - A gunman killed a police officer 

in a Virginia Tech parking lot Thursday and then 

apparently shot himself to death nearby in a baffling attack 

that shook the campus nearly five years after it was the 

scene of the deadliest shooting rampage in modern U.S. 

history.  

The shooting took place on the same day Virginia Tech 

officials were in Washington, fighting a government fine 

over their alleged mishandling of the 2007 bloodbath in 

which 33 people were killed. 

Before it became clear that the gunman in Thursday's 

attack was dead, the school applied the lessons learned in 

the last tragedy, locking down the campus and using a 

high-tech alert system to warn students and faculty to stay 

indoors.  

"In light of the turmoil and trauma and the tragedy 

suffered by this campus by guns, I can only say words 

don't describe our feelings and they're elusive at this point 

in time," university president Charles Steger said. "Our 

hearts are broken again for the family of our police 

officer."  

The officer was killed after pulling a driver over in a 

traffic stop. The gunman - who was not involved in the 

traffic stop - walked into the parking lot and ambushed the 

officer.  

The officer was identified as Deriek W. Crouse, 39, an 

Army veteran and married father of five who joined the 

campus police force about six months after the 2007 

massacre, the school said. He previously worked at a jail 

and a sheriff's department.  

State police were still investigating whether he had been 

specifically targeted. The campus force has about 50 

officers and 20 full- and part-time security guards.  

A law enforcement official who spoke on condition of 

anonymity confirmed the gunman was dead.  

While authorities would not confirm specific details 

about the gunman, they released a timeline of events.  

About 12:15 p.m., the officer called in the traffic stop. 

After a few minutes passed without hearing from the 

officer, dispatch tried to reach him, but didn't get a 

response. About 15 minutes later, police received the first 

call from a witness who said an officer had been shot at the 

Cassell Coliseum parking lot and the gunman had run 

away.  

Local, state, and federal officials responded 

immediately. At 1 p.m., an officer saw a man with a 

gunshot wound in a parking lot known as the Cage. A gun 

was lying nearby. Authorities said they found that there 

were no other threats and lifted the campus lockdown, 

about four hours after the initial alerts.  

Asked if police were still looking for the shooter, State 

Police Sgt. Robert Carpentieri said: "I think the 

investigators feel confident that we've located the person. I 

can't give you specifics and I don't want to confirm that, 

but you can kind of read between the lines, so I won't 

specifically address that question."  

At the time of the shootings, students were preparing 

for exams when they were suddenly told to hunker down. 

Officers swarmed the campus as caravans of SWAT 

vehicles and other police cars with emergency lights 

flashing patrolled nearby.  

The university sent updates about every 30 minutes, 

regardless of whether there was any new information, 

school spokesman Mark Owczarski said.  

Harry White, 20, a junior physics major, said he was in 

line for a sandwich in a campus building when he received 

the text-message alert.  

White said he did not panic, thinking instead about a 

false alarm about a possible gunman that locked down the 

campus in August. White used an indoor walkway to go to 

a computer lab in an adjacent building, where he checked 

news reports.  

"I decided to just check to see how serious it was," he 

said. "I saw it's actually someone shooting someone, not 

something false, something that looks like a gun."  

The school was a bit quieter than usual because classes 

ended Wednesday. About 20,000 of the university's 30,000 

students were on campus when the officer was shot. 

Exams, set to begin Friday, were postponed.  

The shooting came soon after the conclusion of a 

hearing where Virginia Tech was appealing a $55,000 fine 

by the U.S. Education Department in connection with the 

university's response to the 2007 rampage.  

The department said the school violated the law by 

waiting more than two hours after two students were shot 

to death in their dorm before sending an e-mail warning. 

By then, student gunman Seung-Hui Cho was chaining the 

doors to a classroom building where he killed 30 more 

people and then himself.  

The department said the e-mail was too vague because 

it mentioned only a "shooting incident," not the deaths. 

During testimony Thursday, the university's police chief, 

Wendell Flinchum, said there were no immediate signs in 

the dorm to indicate a threat to the campus. He said that the 

shootings were believed to be an isolated domestic incident 

and that the shooter had fled.  

http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/its-more-than-virginia-techs-tragedy/2011/12/09/gIQAeBNQlO_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/its-more-than-virginia-techs-tragedy/2011/12/09/gIQAeBNQlO_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/its-more-than-virginia-techs-tragedy/2011/12/09/gIQAeBNQlO_story.html
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An administrative judge ended the hearing by asking 

each side to submit a brief by the end of January. It is 

unclear when he will rule.  

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/20111209_Shooting

_of_officer_shakes_Va__Tech.html 

 

11-12-09 SC Mom Grabs Gun, Scares Off Burglars 

A mother who came home with her baby and found 

burglars in her home grabbed her gun and scared the men 

out of her house and off her property, according to a 

Spartanburg County Sheriff's Office incident report. 

The 35-year-old woman told deputies that when she got 

to her home on Stoney Knoll Drive in Chesnee at about 5 

p.m. Wednesday, she noticed the door was ajar. She said 

when she went to put the baby down, she saw a man, who 

was wearing a black ski mask, in her hallway. 

At that point, she shut her bedroom door, and grabbed 

her 9 mm handgun and started shouting at the man to get 

out of her house, according to the incident report. 

The woman told deputies that she opened the door, and 

the man was headed toward the backdoor. She said he saw 

her gun, and dropped a piggy bank and a kitchen knife he 

was carrying and ran out the door. 

The woman told deputies that she ran to the door and 

fired one shot toward the man as he ran through the bushes. 

She said he yelled an expletive and kept running. She said 

at that point she saw a second man who she hadn't seen 

before who was also running through the bushes, according 

to the incident report. 

The woman told deputies that when she went back 

inside, she found that her surround sound system was 

partly dismantled and the speakers had been pulled from 

the wall. She said her Verizon Wi-Fi router was also on the 

floor. 

The incident report said the men left a pair of bolt 

cutters and a pair of pliers on the couch. The woman told 

deputies it appeared that she stopped the men before they 

stole anything. 

The woman described the first man as about 6 feet tall, 

wearing all black, a big bulky, black jacket, and a black ski 

mask. She told deputies that the man was not wearing 

gloves, and she noted that he was white. She did not have 

any description of the second man other than he was 

wearing a dark-colored jacket. 

Sheriff Wright Comments On Incident 

Spartanburg County Sheriff Chuck Wright has recently 

strongly encouraged residents of his county to get 

concealed weapons permits and to arm themselves. 

After hearing about the woman who scared off the men 

who were in her house, Wright said, "I'm thankful that 

someone in her life taught her how to use a firearm and I'm 

thankful they did because she and her child could've been 

victims. There were two men, one armed with a knife. It 

could've gotten really ugly for her." 

He said, "I guess the bad guys will learn next time won't 

they. They need to start taking heed to what I'm saying. 

These people around Spartanburg County are arming 

themselves, because they're of them going in and helping 

themselves to their personal belongings because they can't 

get a job or won't get a job." 

"I'm all about the right citizens that don't have a 

criminal background having weapons. I'm good with that. 

Please train yourself. It's your duty to train yourself if 

you're going to have something like a firearm. You practice 

driving. You need to practice with your weapon, too." 

Regarding the homeowner who shot at the burglary 

suspects, Wright said, "If she'll contact me, I'll make sure 

she gets some more target practice." 

Anyone with information about the burglary is asked to 

call Spartanburg County CrimeStoppers at 58-CRIME. 

http://wap.wyff4.com/wap/news/text.jsp?sid=41&nid=1

772732035&cid=4610&scid=-1&ith=1&title=Local 

News&headtitle=Local News 

 

11-12-09 Federal police officer sentenced for illegal 

traffic stops 

A federal police officer will spend more than a year in 

prison for making illegal traffic stops when he had no 

authority to do so, the U.S. Attorney’s Office said. 

Stephen G. House, of Silver Creek, was sentenced in 

U.S. District Court on Thursday after being convicted of 

making illegal traffic stops on eight occasions. 

“This defendant abused his authority as a federal law 

enforcement officer by repeatedly using his official 

position to make illegal traffic stops and illegally detain 

motorists,” said U.S. Attorney Sally Quillian Yates. 

House, 53, worked as a law enforcement and security 

officer for the Federal Protective Service of the Department 

of Homeland Security. As part of his job, House was 

allowed to drive to and from work in a service vehicle with 

emergency equipment, including blue lights and a siren, 

according to the U.S. Attorney’s Office. 

House had no authority to enforce Georgia’s traffic law, 

however, according to the U.S. Attorney’s Office, he 

“repeatedly activated the emergency blue lights on his 

federal police vehicle and pulled over motorists.” He then 

would call other law enforcement officers to write traffic 

tickets, the U.S. Attorney’s Office said. 

House was accused twice of telling other law 

enforcement officers that the motorists he pulled over were 

“driving aggressively,” causing those people to be jailed 

and their cars impounded, the U.S. Attorney’s Office said. 

Two other times, House was accused of falsely telling 

other law enforcement officers that the motorists he pulled 

over had violated traffic laws, resulting in those officers 

writing traffic tickets. 

House also was accused four times of detaining 

motorists and then letting them go with a “warning,” the 

U.S. Attorney’s Office said. 

House was sentenced to one year, six months in prison, 

followed by three years of supervised release. He also was 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/20111209_Shooting_of_officer_shakes_Va__Tech.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/20111209_Shooting_of_officer_shakes_Va__Tech.html
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fined $10,000 and ordered to perform 200 hours of 

community service. 

“House's illicit actions tainted the hard work of the 

many men and women who serve our country with pride 

and dedication daily. Actions such as these will not go 

unchecked or unpunished,” said David P. D'Amato, Special 

Agent in Charge of the U.S. Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement Office of Professional Responsibility for the 

Southeast. 

http://www.ajc.com/news/federal-police-officer-

sentenced-771521.html 

 

11-12-09 Bethlehem man who smuggled gun into 

Northampton County Prison sentenced to 23 months in 

prison 

The Bethlehem man who last year smuggled a loaded 

handgun into Northampton County Prison was sentenced 

today to almost two years in the same prison. 

Northampton County President Judge F.P. Kimberly 

McFadden sentenced Christian Neith to four to 23 months 

on charges of illegally carrying a firearm and possession of 

drug paraphernalia. Once released, he will face two years 

of probation. 

Assistant District Attorney Patricia Fuentes Mulqueen 

said she was satisfied with McFadden's sentence. 

McFadden could have reduced his prison sentence by 

another month. The judge made it clear Neith had to stay 

on the straight and narrow if he wants to avoid state prison, 

Mulqueen said. 

"The punishment is appropriate. It really puts the onus 

on the defendant," she said. 

There was concern at one point that putting Neith in 

prison after he attempted to smuggle in a gun would put 

him in danger from other inmates. Today, Neith's attorney, 

Jim Burke, said that is not a problem.  

Neith, who has been in county prison since Nov. 15 

after testing positive for drug use, has not had any issues 

over the past month. 

"We're not even asking for a transfer," Burke said. 

Neith was arrested Dec. 29, 2010, following a domestic 

dispute, and was processed by officials from the Bethlehem 

Police Department, Northampton County Sheriff's 

Department and the Northampton County Prison. None of 

the law enforcement agencies located the loaded 9mm 

handgun stashed in his pants.  

Burke has said Neith wasn't trying to smuggle the gun 

into prison. Burke said Neith was scared when officers 

arrested him and he hid the gun so he wouldn't get in 

trouble for having it. 

Before he was incarcerated, Neith dumped the gun 

behind a filing cabinet at the prison. It was found Jan. 5. 

The failure to notice the gun led to the termination of a 

Bethlehem police officer. 

http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/northampton-

county/index.ssf/2011/12/man_who_smuggled_gun_into_n

ort.html 

 

11-12-09 Ringo Starr asks for 'peace' at anti-

weapons initiative 

Ringo Starr asked for "peace and love" as he launched a 

new anti-weapons initiative yesterday (08.12.11) on the 

31st anniversary of John Lennon's murder. 

The former Beatles drummer called for tougher 

sentences for anyone caught with guns as he unveiled a 

statue he has designed for a Non-Violence Project 

Foundation. 

Speaking at the event at Gibson Studios in London, he 

said: "If you are caught with a gun it should be a higher 

sentence. 

"Guns are just becoming more and more. They're like 

the death of choice. So we hope that young people will 

stop. 

"I can't stand up and dictate to the world: 'it's over - no 

more guns.' I can just do what I do, and there's another side 

to the story which is peace and love." 

Ringo also spoke of the "mad moment" he heard John 

had been shot outside the Dakota building in New York by 

deranged fan Mark Chapman in 1980. 

He recalled: "My stepchildren called saying, 

'Something's happened to John.' And you don't think, 'He's 

been killed', so you say, 'Well, what's happened?' 

"They called me back. They called and said, 'John's 

been killed. He's been shot and he's dead.' 

In the wake of the tragedy, Ringo flew from the 

Bahamas to New York to see if he could be of assistance 

following his friend's death. Although he helped the 

'Working Class Hero' singer's widow Yoko Ono care for 

their son Sean and tried to support her, he later left because 

he decided having another Beatle around was not helping 

the situation. 

He said: "You don't know what to do. Your emotions 

are so whacked out. You don't believe it really, but you 

know it's happening. It's just such a mad moment. 

"Yoko was there, of course, and she just asked us to 

look after Sean, who was a baby, and that's all we did for a 

couple of hours. 

"In the end it was so crazy that we got on another plane 

that night and went to Los Angeles." 

Gesturing to his statue of a knotted gun, he said: "It was 

a bad day. But it was a bad day because someone took one 

of these and shot John." 

Ringo's statue is a take on Swedish artist Carl Fredrik 

Reutersward's bronze work, Non-Violence - which stands 

outside the United Nations Headquarters in New York - 

and is expected to tour British schools as part of a non-

violence campaign. 

However, the 71-year-old musician already has bigger 

plans for the artwork, a multi-colored design featuring the 

word 'Imagine' above the trigger - after John's most famous 

solo song. 

http://www.ajc.com/news/federal-police-officer-sentenced-771521.html
http://www.ajc.com/news/federal-police-officer-sentenced-771521.html
http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/northampton-county/index.ssf/2011/12/man_who_smuggled_gun_into_nort.html
http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/northampton-county/index.ssf/2011/12/man_who_smuggled_gun_into_nort.html
http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/northampton-county/index.ssf/2011/12/man_who_smuggled_gun_into_nort.html
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He said: "I think they should be produced bigger and 

placed on a plinth on Trafalgar Square. Other musicians 

should make one too. They should spread it out." 

http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/arts-and-

life/entertainment/celebrities/135313373.html 

 

11-12-08 Battle over concealed-gun law grows 

An organization that advocates for handgun control 

kicked off a statewide advertisement campaign Wednesday 

to raise awareness about legislation that would require 

states to accept concealed carry gun permits granted by 

almost every other state. 

Max Nacheman, director of CeaseFirePA, said the ads 

are meant to inform the public about the U.S. House’s 

recent vote and also put pressure on the Senate. 

“We want this Congress to know they can’t just vote 

and no one will know about it,” said Nacheman. 

The U.S. House passed the National Right-to-Carry 

Reciprocity Act of 2011 on Nov. 16 in a 272-154 vote, 

with only seven Republicans voting against it and 43 

Democrats supporting it. Nacheman said 15 of the 19 

members of Congress from Pennsylvania, including U.S. 

Rep. Pat Meehan, R-7, of Upper Darby, voted in favor of 

the bill. 

Nacheman said he believes the members of Congress 

who voted in favor of the bill folded to pressure from the 

National Rifle Association. The NRA backed the bill. 

One of CeaseFirePA’s advertisements featured a letter 

to Meehan, a former U.S. attorney and Delaware County 

district attorney. The letter in the ad was written by Mike 

Carroll, former president of the International Association 

of Chiefs of Police. 

“This fall, I joined dozens of Pa. Police Chiefs and 

thousands of law enforcement leaders nationally asking 

you to oppose H.R. 822 — a bill that would force 

Pennsylvania to accept concealed carry permits from every 

other state, even if the carrier is too dangerous to be 

granted a permit under our own laws,” wrote Carroll, who 

recently retired as police chief from West Goshen Police 

Department in Chester County, in the letter to Meehan. 

In a phone interview, Carroll noted that the law 

enforcement officials are not against Second Amendment 

rights. Rather, they want to make sure guns don’t fall into 

the hands of the wrong people. 

In response to the ad, Meehan’s spokeswoman, 

Maureen Keith, noted that Pennsylvania already has right-

to-carry reciprocity agreements with 26 other states. 

“This was a vote to protect Pennsylvanians’ 

constitutional rights,” Keith said. “Crossing state lines does 

not mean law-abiding Pennsylvanians lose their 

constitutionally protected right to self-defense.” 

Newtown resident Dan McMonigle, an active member 

of the NRA, said he supported Meehan’s decision. 

“I recognize the decision for him is a tough one, but I 

support what he did,” said McMonigle, also a member of 

the Firearms Owners Against Crime. “Pat Meehan 

understands that the Second Amendment supports law 

abiding citizens having the right to arm themselves. Pat 

Meehan also understands that right doesn’t stop at state 

borders. I’m still a law abiding citizen in the United States 

of America.” 

But Nacheman and some law enforcement officers have 

cited examples for why this legislation should be opposed. 

Nacheman pointed to the case of a 28-year-old 

Philadelphia man accused of killing a teenager after his car 

was broken into last year. The man, Marqus Hill, 

reportedly had a Florida license to carry a concealed 

weapon even though his Philadelphia license to carry had 

been revoked. 

Nacheman said the advertisements are currently running 

in seven newspapers across the state and that number might 

be expanded at a later date. 

Attempts to reach U.S. Sen. Pat Toomey, R-Pa., and 

U.S. Sen. Bob Casey, D-Pa., for comment on what they 

will do when the bill reaches the Senate were unsuccessful. 

Casey previously voted in favor of a similar piece of 

legislation in 2009. 

It was unclear Wednesday when the bill will be before 

the Senate for a vote. 

http://www.delcotimes.com/articles/2011/12/08/news/d

oc4ee0391ebfd56242912751.txt 

 

11-12-08  Camden NJ runner-up for most dangerous 

city 

ON A RECENT misty morning in Camden, Carmen 

Ovalles placed a memorial candle bearing a representation 

of Jesus' face by the door of a bodega, wiped away a tear, 

and uttered a sad truth about the city. 

"Camden is the same, the same thing year after year," 

Ovalles, 38, said outside the Bernard Grocery in Cramer 

Hill, where the owner, Miguel Almonte, was shot dead and 

three others were wounded during a botched robbery 

Monday night. "It's getting worse, though." 

Ovalles isn't a cop, an academic, or a researcher, but 

she's dead-on. 

Camden, according to the 2011 CQ Press City Crime 

Rankings released yesterday, is the nation's second-most-

dangerous city - the same as last year - but brazen 

criminals there are making a chaotic and blood-soaked run 

at the top ranking for next year. 

"God knows where we'll be ranked next year," said 

Camden County Prosecutor Warren Faulk. "I thought we 

made good progress in 2010, but that's all been wiped 

away. We're going in the wrong direction." 

Camden has 48 has had homicides so far this year, 11 

more than this time last year. Almost every category of 

crime is up, except rape, including a 45 percent increase in 

aggravated assaults with a firearm. 

"We're used to this stuff here, and even we're saying it's 

crazy," said a high-ranking Camden cop, who asked to 

remain anonymous. 

http://www.delcotimes.com/articles/2011/12/08/news/doc4ee0391ebfd56242912751.txt
http://www.delcotimes.com/articles/2011/12/08/news/doc4ee0391ebfd56242912751.txt
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Flint, Mich., was named the nation's most dangerous 

city. Camden, Detroit, St. Louis and Oakland rounded out 

the top five. Philadelphia slipped three spots to 27th. 

Critics of the rankings, based on the previous year's 

homicides, rapes, robberies, aggravated assaults, burglaries 

and motor-vehicle thefts in cities with more than 75,000 

residents, have long argued that the rankings paint skewed 

pictures with old data. When the rankings came out last 

year, Camden Mayor Dana Redd pointed out that the city 

was in the midst of historic crime reductions. Just a few 

months later, however, approximately 168 of Camden's 

370 officers were laid off. Crime has steadily risen since. 

During the layoffs, both Redd and police officials said 

safety would not suffer, but Faulk said the link is now 

undeniable. 

"I was willing to go along with not pushing the panic 

button at first. We've reached the point where I can no 

longer remain silent," he said Tuesday. "Unfortunately, I 

have no solutions." 

Robert Corrales, a spokesman for Redd and the police 

department, said the mayor was "obviously concerned" 

about the violence. He said the layoffs were a result of the 

economy and nonconcessions by police unions, but noted 

that 60 percent of the laid-off officers have been brought 

back. 

Redd has reportedly asked the Attorney General's 

Office for help. City Council members are asking to 

declare a state of emergency and calling for the National 

Guard, and others have suggested bringing in more State 

Police troopers. 

"That's not going to happen," Faulk said of troopers. 

Although he doesn't know where the money would 

come from, Faulk said the city needs 130 to 150 more 

officers. For Carlos Vega, a resident who lives down the 

street from the grocery store where the shootout took place, 

that was obvious. 

"We don't have any real policing in Camden," Vega, 50, 

said. "They're just out here to pick up the bodies."  

http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/2011120

8_Camden_runner-up_for_most_dangerous_city.html 

 

11-12-07 Guns And Gold: The Trading Strategy For 

Our Times  

“Guns and Gold” has become widely accepted as a wise 

trading strategy during the current high-volatility markets. 

Recent interviews with a top Goldman Sachs (GS) gold 

analyst and the CEO of the Smith & Wesson Holding 

Corporation (SWHC) document the growth of this new 

investment strategy. 

Analyst Ian M. Preston follows gold and resources for 

Goldman Sachs, and he observes that gold producers are 

raising their dividends to attract investors back from gold 

ETFs like the iShares Gold Trust (IAU), the SPDR Gold 

Shares (GLD) or the Market Vectors Gold Miners ETF 

(GDX), making their ROE stronger as gold prices are 

expected to scratch the $1,900 mark in 2012. 

"The competition for major gold companies is not 

between themselves. They have to give a bit of return than 

what you can achieve just simply having gold in an ETF," 

Preston said in an interview published December 6. 

"You’ve got to be able to not only grow earnings in an 

improving gold price, but in our view you’ve also got to 

give a return to investors." 

Preston says Newmont Mining Corp. (NEM) has 

already implemented a dividend linked to gold's rapid price 

increases. He also says other major producers are raising 

their dividends significantly, aiming to provide investors 

with 2.5% to 3% levels of yield. 

"[Newmont Mining has] linked the dividend to where 

the prevailing gold prices — I mean, I think that’s a clear 

signal that they want to make it very easy, very transparent 

for an investor," Preston said. "And the share price 

response for Newmont post that announcement has actually 

been very positive." 

Other precious metal mining stocks mentioned in this 

interview include the Barrick Gold Corporation (ABX), 

Eldorado Gold (EGO), Goldcorp (GG) and Newmont 

Mining (NEM) traded in the U.S. 

The report also includes Kingsgate Consolidated 

(KCN.AX), Newcrest Mining (NCM.AX), Perseus Mining 

(PRU.AX) and St.Barbara Limited (SBM.AX), which are 

traded in Australia, and Toronto Stock Exchange 

companies Teranga Gold (TGZ.TO) and Alacer Gold 

(ASR.TO). 

Gun consumption is not far behind the growth rate of 

the price of gold. P. James Debney, the CEO of Smith & 

Wesson (SWHC), notes that data from the National Instant 

Criminal Background Check System, or NICS, shows 

strong year-over-year growth, indicating Americans are 

buying more firearms than ever before. 

Further, NICS data for background checks reached 

record highs in November 2011, and is 18% greater than 

12 months before, according to the latest data available on 

the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s website. 

“If you take the primary indicator, which is NICS, the 

background checks performed through the FBI when a 

consumer purchases a firearm, that number has had very 

strong year-over-year growth that has continued even after 

the surge period that occurred in late 2008 and into 2009, 

reflecting strong growth in the firearms industry,” Debney 

said. “Couple that with trends toward concealed carry, 

which we believe are driven by the need for self-protection 

in the current environment, where municipalities have 

fewer funds available to support the current need. We 

believe the result is that people are generally taking 

responsibility for protecting themselves.” 

These interviews suggest a profitable investment 

strategy for 2011. As gold coins and ammunition become 

the popular stocking stuffers this December, the “Guns and 

Gold” investment portfolio may become the trade of the 

year. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/20111208_Camden_runner-up_for_most_dangerous_city.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/20111208_Camden_runner-up_for_most_dangerous_city.html
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Disclosure: I have no positions in any stocks mentioned, 

and no plans to initiate any positions within the next 72 

hours. 

http://seekingalpha.com/article/312536-guns-and-gold-

the-trading-strategy-for-our-times 

 

11-12-06 Ready, aim ... buy? Why gun sales spiked 

on Black Friday 

Americans spent some $52 billion on Black Friday 

weekend. In addition to sweaters and iPods, though, 

shoppers were scooping up something else in large 

numbers: guns. 

According to the FBI, which processes requests for 

background checks of prospective gun buyers, 129,166 

such checks were performed on Black Friday, Nov. 25, 

breaking the previous single-day record -- set on Black 

Friday 2008 -- by nearly a third. The surge in gun sales was 

initially reported by USA Today. 

Analysts who focus on firearms say this increase is part 

of a years-long trend toward increasing gun ownership. In a 

recent Gallup poll, 47 percent of respondents said there 

was a gun in the household, up from 41 percent just one 

year ago.  

More people are buying guns these days, particularly 

handguns, said Cai von Rumohr, managing director at 

investment company Cowen & Co. For all of November, 

the number of background checks processed by the FBI 

rose by around 16 percent vs. year-ago levels. 

"These numbers have been relatively strong, and I think 

more of it has been the trend towards lower-priced, smaller 

weapons," von Rumohr said. For the most part, it's unlikely 

these weapons are being bought to wrap up and put under a 

Christmas tree; many states have laws that prohibit buying 

a gun for someone else.  

The number of first-time buyers and women buying 

guns has been on the rise for a few years, which may have 

contributed to the high numbers on Black Friday. Data 

from the National Sporting Goods Association show an 

increase in the number of female gun consumers, including 

a nine percentage point jump from last year to this year. 

Also, every state except for Illinois now lets residents carry 

concealed weapons. 

"Retailers tell us 25 percent of customers are first-time 

buyers," said Larry Keane, vice president and general 

counsel at the National Shooting Sports Foundation, a 

firearms industry trade association. Many gun dealers that 

enroll firearm novices in safety and training courses report 

that their classes are full or wait-listed, another indication 

of growth in the number of new gun owners, he said.  

Caroline Brewer, director of communications at the 

Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence, called the 

Black Friday surge a "one-time event." She said any 

increase in gun purchases "may be the result of marketing." 

If marketing is the cause, it appears to be successful. 

"Whereas five years ago it was politically incorrect (to 

own guns), ... what seems to be changing is social 

acceptance," said Bret Jordan, analyst at investment firm 

Avondale Partners. "I think there might be a changing view 

of firearms."  

Jordan said the industry saw a surge in gun purchases 

around the time of the last presidential election, apparently 

because hunters and other enthusiasts feared President 

Barack Obama would push for more gun-control laws or 

stronger restrictions. 

"When Obama was elected, I think people rushed out 

and stocked up on their tactical rifles," Jordan said, 

referring to military-style weapons that were potential 

targets of legislative restrictions. 

More recently, though, the focus has switched to 

handguns. In spite of the economic downturn, "The 

category of firearm that has continued to sell very well is 

something one would have if they were concerned about 

their personal safety," Jordan said. 

"The general trend is it's more socially acceptable to 

own a gun in the United States than it was five to six years 

ago," he said.  

Would you buy someone a firearm for Christmas? 

How you voted 

Sure, guns make a great present 

No. Isn’t Christmas supposed to be about peace? 

Results 

Total of 83,077 votes 

79.6%  Sure, guns make a great present 

66,139 votes 

20.4%  No. Isn’t Christmas supposed to be about peace? 

16,938 votes 

http://bottomline.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2011/12/06/92

27335-ready-aim-buy-why-gun-sales-spiked-on-black-

friday 

 

11-12-05 NC Kinston Officials: Off Duty Officer 

Accidentally Shoots Daughter 

Authorities say the officer thought he was home alone 

and went to investigate a suspicious noise he believed to be 

an intruder. Officer Wilfred Jones is now on administrative 

leave. 

Kinston police say the State Bureau of Investigation is 

looking into a shooting this weekend that involved one of 

their own. 

Police say Wilfred Jones, who was off-duty, 

accidentally shot his 18-year-old daughter. 

The shooting happened Saturday night just before 8:00 

p.m. at 102-D Wingate Drive, that's the officer's home. 

Shot was Raven Jones of Charlotte. She's in fair 

condition at Pitt County Memorial Hospital. 

Public Safety Director Bill Johnson says the officer 

thought he was home alone and went to investigate a 

suspicious noise he believed to be an intruder. Johnson 

says the officer encountered the victim in the home, was 

startled and accidentally fired one shot. Jones was hit in the 

lower leg. 

http://seekingalpha.com/article/312536-guns-and-gold-the-trading-strategy-for-our-times
http://seekingalpha.com/article/312536-guns-and-gold-the-trading-strategy-for-our-times
http://bottomline.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2011/12/06/9227335-ready-aim-buy-why-gun-sales-spiked-on-black-friday
http://bottomline.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2011/12/06/9227335-ready-aim-buy-why-gun-sales-spiked-on-black-friday
http://bottomline.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2011/12/06/9227335-ready-aim-buy-why-gun-sales-spiked-on-black-friday
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Police say their initial investigation showed no malice 

from either the officer or the victim. 

Johnson says the officer has been with the department 

for over ten years and was placed today on administrative 

leave while the SBI investigates. 

http://www.witn.com/lenoirandgreenecounty/headlines/

135000138.html 

 

11-12-03  Victim shoots his would-be robber in 

Clifton Heights 

CLIFTON HEIGHTS — A gunman picked the wrong 

guy to confront in an attempted robbery late Wednesday. 

The victim, licensed to carry a gun, fired at the robber 

who returned a volley before fleeing on foot with his 

partner in crime. 

“It is believed that the armed assailant was struck 

during the exchange,” Sgt. Timothy Rockenbach said, 

noting the victim was not injured. 

According to Rockenbach, a married couple was 

confronted in the driveway of their home 11:30 p.m. Nov. 

30 on Revere Road. 

“They were returning from Harrah’s Casino, Chester, 

when two black males approached them,” Rockenbach 

said. “There is a strong possibility they were followed,” 

citing the “little bit” of winnings at the casino. “They may 

have been stalked. We are checking the surveillance tapes 

at Harrah’s. 

“One of the males was described as 6 feet tall wearing a 

yellow jacket with a dark hood. The male was armed with a 

firearm and demanded the victim’s wallet. The second 

male was dressed in black and standing a longer distance 

away.” 

According to Rockenbach, the victim drew his gun and 

fired rather than turn over his wallet. 

“The assailant did return fire and both males fled on 

foot towards Oak Avenue,” Rockenbach said. “The victim 

was unharmed.” 

Investigators have alerted area hospitals and turned over 

evidence found at the scene to the county’s criminal 

investigation division for forensic testing. 

Anyone with information on the incident or the identity 

of the robbers can call Clifton Heights police at 610-623-

3242. 

http://delcotimes.com/articles/2011/12/03/news/doc4ed

99ad60d0d2103738210.txt 

 

11-12-03 Florida Teen Detained By TSA For Purse 

Design 

It's not unusual for 17-year-old to find themselves in hot 

water with the fashion police. But on a flight from Virginia 

to Florida, Vanessa Gibbs found herself detained by the 

Transportation Security Administration (TSA) over the 

appearance of her purse. 

And just to be clear, it wasn't the content inside the 

purse that the TSA objected to. No, agency officials took 

exception with the design of a gun on Gibbs' handbag. 

"It's my style, it's camouflage, it has an old western gun 

on it," Gibbs told News4Jax.com. Gibbs didn't run into any 

trouble while traveling north from Jacksonville 

International Airport. But on her way back home, TSA 

officials at Norfolk International Airport pulled her aside. 

"She was like, 'This is a federal offense because it's in 

the shape of a gun,'" Gibbs said. "I'm like, 'But it's a design 

on a purse. How is it a federal offense?'" 

After TSA agents figured out the gun was a fake, Gibbs 

said, they told her to check the bag or turn it over. By the 

time security wrapped up the inspection, the pregnant teen 

missed her flight, and Southwest Airlines sent her to 

Orlando instead. The changed itinerary created no small 

amount of anxiety for Gibbs' mother, who was already 

waiting for her to arrive at the Jacksonville airport. 

"Oh, it's terrifying. I was so upset," said Tami Gibbs, 

the teen's mom. "I was on the phone all the way to Orlando 

trying to figure out what was going on with her. It was 

terrifying." 

Less terrifying is the actual design on the purse, which 

is only a few inches in size and hollow. "I carried this from 

Jacksonville to Norfolk, and I've carried it from Norfolk to 

Jacksonville," Vanessa said. "Never once has anyone said 

anything about it until now." 

Nonetheless, the TSA says the design could be 

considered a "replica weapon," something that the agency 

has banned since 2002. Just imagine what would have 

happened if Gibbs had also been wearing stiletto heels. 

http://www.firstcoastnews.com/news/strange/article/229

572/82/Florida-Teen-Detained-By-TSA-For-Purse-Design 

 

11-12-03  National Shooting Sports Foundation: 

Safety numbers favor hunting 

If you want your daughter to be safe, tell her to pack 

away that cheerleading uniform and get herself into the 

woods. 

That might sound crazy. But the truth is, hunting is 

safer than cheerleading, and a host of other activities. 

According to data compiled by the National Shooting 

Sports Foundation, the trade association representing the 

hunting and shooting industry, a comparison of 28 

activities found that hunting is safer than such things as 

volleyball, snowboarding, cheerleading, bicycle riding, 

soccer, skateboarding and tackle football. Overall, hunting 

was the third-safest of the 28 activities measured. 

According to the statistics, hunting with firearms has an 

injury rate of 0.05 percent, which equates to about one 

injury per 2,000 participants. Only camping, with an injury 

rate of .01 percent, and billiards, with an accident rate of 

.02 percent, were safer. 

By comparison, golf has an injury rate of 0.16 percent. 

Football — which had the highest number of accidents per 

participant — posted a rate of 5.27. 

"Many people have the misconception that hunting is 

unsafe, but the data tells a different story," said Jim 

Curcuruto, the Foundation's director of industry research 

http://www.witn.com/lenoirandgreenecounty/headlines/135000138.html
http://www.witn.com/lenoirandgreenecounty/headlines/135000138.html
http://delcotimes.com/articles/2011/12/03/news/doc4ed99ad60d0d2103738210.txt
http://delcotimes.com/articles/2011/12/03/news/doc4ed99ad60d0d2103738210.txt
http://www.firstcoastnews.com/news/strange/article/229572/82/Florida-Teen-Detained-By-TSA-For-Purse-Design
http://www.firstcoastnews.com/news/strange/article/229572/82/Florida-Teen-Detained-By-TSA-For-Purse-Design
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and analysis. "Comprehensive hunter-education classes 

that emphasize the basic rules of firearm safety and a 

culture of hunters helping fellow hunters practice safe 

firearms handling in the field are responsible for this good 

record." 

Pennsylvania Game Commission statistics support that 

view. 

The commission has been tracking accidents — now 

called "hunting-related shooting incidents" — since 1915. 

In those early years, Pennsylvania had about 55 accidents 

per 100,000 hunters. Things remained that way throughout 

the 1960s. 

Today, though, there are fewer than five accidents per 

100,000 hunters. The commission credits that to mandatory 

hunter safety education, which began in 1959. 

Accidents have declined by 80 percent since then, 

according to the commission's data. 

"The marked decline of hunting-related shooting 

incidents can be attributed to the success of hunter-

education training and the use of fluorescent orange 

clothing," reads a commission report. 

Data from 2008, the most recent year available, from 

the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention also 

supports the view that firearms are generally safe. Its 

records show that firearms are involved in just one half of 

1 percent of all unintentional fatalities in the United States, 

including those in the home. 

Nationally, an estimated 16.3 million hunters went 

afield last year. About 8,122 sustained injuries, or 50 per 

100,000 participants, according to the Foundation report. 

The vast majority of hunting accidents — more than 6,600 

— were tree stand-related. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/sports/o

utdoors/s_771740.html 

 

11-12-03 Charges against Ligonier man dropped for 

gun use in road-rage case 

Prosecutors on Friday dropped charges against a 

psychologist from Ligonier who fired a gun at a motorist 

during a road-rage incident. 

Dr. Charles P. Gallo's lawyer and supporters said, 

otherwise, they were prepared to use Pennsylvania's 

expanded "castle doctrine" law to show he did not commit 

a crime. In the end, Westmoreland County Assistant 

District Attorney Judy Petrush declined to prosecute Gallo, 

63, on attempted homicide and assault charges because the 

other motorist did not testify. 

"Self-defense would have been ultimately asserted as 

Mr. Gallo's defense," Petrush said. "But without the 

testimony of the complainant ... we couldn't proceed." 

An orderly group of about 50 people from a number of 

organizations turned out for a preliminary hearing for 

Gallo, a psychologist who practices in Monroeville. The 

group spilled out onto the street from the small office of 

Ligonier District Judge Denise Snyder Thiel. 

Gov. Tom Corbett signed legislation in June to 

strengthen residents' rights to use deadly force in self-

defense. 

Gallo told police that Patrick James Pirl, 39, of Ligonier 

began tailgating him as he drove on Route 30 in October. 

Pirl eventually followed him onto Route 381, where the 

situation escalated, Gallo said. 

It erupted into gunfire when Pirl pulled in front of 

Gallo, turned around and started heading directly at Gallo's 

vehicle, according to court documents. Gallo said he pulled 

out his Glock semi-automatic pistol and fired twice at Pirl 

with one bullet grazing his shoulder, police said. 

"None of Mr. Gallo's actions fell outside the castle 

doctrine," said his attorney, Harry Smail Jr. 

Previously, the law gave someone the right to use 

deadly force -- without retreating -- against intruders 

invading a home or business. Outside the home, using 

lethal force required first taking steps away from an 

assailant. Now the same standard applies inside and outside 

the home, wherever a person is legally allowed to be. 

Jim Liberto, a member of the state Firearm Owners 

Against Crime and one of Gallo's supporters, said Gallo 

was victimized twice: once by Pirl and again by the court 

system. 

"Dr. Gallo should never have been charged," Liberto 

said. 

Gallo said he had called 911 three times and had tried to 

escape from Pirl eight times before he believed he had to 

fire his gun. 

"You can be sure I will be working with PA legislators 

to ensure that none of you have to go through what I have 

gone through," he told supporters outside the judge's office. 

States such as Pennsylvania, Colorado and Texas have 

expanded their laws to give people the right to defend 

themselves in public places. 

Gallo's supporters came from various groups and 

included incoming elected officials. 

"I'm a strong supporter of the right to bear arms and the 

right to self-defense," said Jonathan Held, sheriff-elect of 

Westmoreland County. "I'd like to see justice be served and 

our Constitution upheld." 

Thirty-one states have some version of the castle 

doctrine in place, said John Velleco, an official with Gun 

Owners of America in Springfield, Va. 

In the remaining states, "I can say with confidence it's 

been discussed among legislators," Velleco said. "In some 

states it's a tougher row to hoe than others." 

Pirl was charged with aggravated assault, driving under 

the influence, recklessly endangering another person and 

related charges. 

Charges against Ligonier man dropped for gun use in 

road-rage case - Pittsburgh Tribune-Review 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/west

moreland/s_770228.html#ixzz1gRp4UPVd 
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11-12-03 Robbery in Phila. leaves man wounded, 

sparks gun battle 

A 36-year-old man was critically wounded early Friday 

when he was shot during a robbery that sparked a gun 

battle between two bar employees and a trio of masked 

bandits in Northwest Philadelphia, police said. 

The drama unfolded about 1:30 a.m. after a customer 

left Reuben's Marc bar at 8201 Stenton Ave. in the Stenton 

section without paying his bill, police said. 

Police said the manager told them he followed the 

patron and was collecting his tab in the parking lot of a 

water-ice stand across the street when three masked men in 

dark clothing approached the victim and announced a 

robbery. 

The manager stepped back and watched as two of the 

robbers rifled the man's pockets, then shot him in the chest 

and lower body, police said. 

The manager then pulled his own gun and, joined by the 

bar's security guard, traded gunfire with the bandits, police 

said. 

The robbers fled in three different directions, police 

said. The bar employees were not hurt. 

The wounded man was taken to Albert Einstein Medical 

Center, where he was reported in critical condition. 

Police said the investigation was continuing. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/local/20111203_Ro

bbery_in_Phila__leaves_man_wounded__sparks_gun_battl

e.html 

 

11-12-03 Teen homicide suspects have criminal 

histories 

The 16-year-old accused of killing two people in less 

than seven hours last week in Richmond has several felony 

convictions, including one for a violent crime. 

Toby Smith Jr. is accused of stealing Blaine Tyler's gun 

inside a gas station last week and fatally shooting him after 

Tyler chased Smith inside the store. 

The Richmond teenager also is accused of fatally 

shooting Pierre Walter "Pete" Cosby hours later in an 

attempted robbery in the Oak Grove neighborhood in South 

Richmond. 

Smith, who was arrested Monday and charged in last 

week's two killings, was convicted in 2010 of malicious 

wounding, grand larceny and burglary, according to court 

papers filed in Richmond Juvenile and Domestic Relations 

District Court. 

Tyee Marquel Hamiel, another 16-year-old 

Richmonder, also faces charges in Tyler's killing but not in 

Cosby's. Hamiel's criminal history includes convictions in 

2007 of grand larceny and malicious wounding, according 

to court records. 

Smith and Hamiel also were convicted of attempted 

grand larceny on the same day in August of this year, the 

records show. 

"This isn't the first time that they've been in trouble 

together," said Richmond Assistant Commonwealth's 

Attorney Andy Johnson. 

Johnson declined to discuss the specifics of the 

suspects' prior cases because they involve juvenile records, 

including what sentences they received. 

The court records were filed this week as part of the 

discovery process for the current cases against Smith and 

Hamiel. The documents do not list sentencing information 

or details about the crimes. 

Judge Marilynn C. Goss of Richmond Juvenile and 

Domestic Relations District Court denied a motion by a 

Richmond Times-Dispatch reporter to view portions of the 

case files for the previous convictions. She ruled that the 

prior hearings were closed and that the information on the 

cases, including any sentences handed down, would remain 

confidential. 

Johnson, speaking generally about juvenile cases, said it 

is rare in Richmond for a juvenile to be sent to detention 

after his or her case is adjudicated. 

"Our goal is to try to get through to these kids before 

they become adults so we don't automatically lock them up 

every time they do something wrong," he said. 

However, in the cases now pending against Smith and 

Hamiel, prosecutors will try to have the teens tried as 

adults and, if the suspects are convicted of murder charges, 

they could face up to life in adult prison. 

Smith's attorney, Robert D. Shrader Jr., and Hamiel's 

attorney, John G. Lafratta, declined to discuss the cases 

against their clients. 

No one answered the door Friday at the home of Smith's 

mother in the 300 block of East 11th Street in the 

Blackwell neighborhood in South Richmond. Court papers 

list that address as the home of Smith but also give another 

address for him. 

A woman who answered the door Friday at Hamiel's 

mother's home at the Midlothian Village Apartments in 

South Richmond said she would have no comment. No one 

came to the door at the home Hamiel shared with a sister in 

the 2400 block of Atwell Lane near Jefferson Davis 

Highway and Bellemeade Road. 

Authorities say last week's homicides both involved a 

robbery or attempted robberies, but it was unclear why or 

how each victim was selected. Also unknown is whether 

either suspect knew either victim. 

Tyler, a customer at the BP station, was killed about 

8:15 p.m. Friday, Nov. 25, inside the store. According to 

court papers, Smith and Hamiel arrived at the BP together 

on a single scooter and followed Tyler into the store. 

Tyler, 48, had a concealed-carry permit, but his 

handgun was plainly visible that night in his holster, 

Johnson said. 

"The suspects walk in and one immediately reached for 

Mr. Tyler's gun," Johnson said. Tyler did not draw his 

weapon. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/local/20111203_Robbery_in_Phila__leaves_man_wounded__sparks_gun_battle.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/local/20111203_Robbery_in_Phila__leaves_man_wounded__sparks_gun_battle.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/local/20111203_Robbery_in_Phila__leaves_man_wounded__sparks_gun_battle.html
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According to court papers, Smith took Tyler's gun 

during a struggle and shot Tyler in the chest after the 

victim chased Smith inside the store. Authorities said they 

could not confirm that Tyler was killed with his own gun 

until they get the results of forensics testing. They also are 

awaiting test results to show whether the gun used to kill 

Tyler was the one used to shoot Cosby. 

Cosby, 32, was sitting with a woman in a car in the 

1700 block of Edwards Avenue about 2:30 a.m. last 

Saturday, when Smith walked up and tried to rob them, 

according to court documents. The woman hurried out of 

the car and heard gunshots as she ran. Police found Cosby 

dead in the vehicle. 

Smith faces 17 charges, including two counts of murder 

in the deaths of Tyler and Cosby, along with robbery of 

Tyler and two counts of attempted robbery in the Edwards 

Avenue slaying. Hamiel faces eight charges, including 

murder and robbery of Tyler. 

Preliminary hearings for both teens are set for Jan. 30. 

http://www2.timesdispatch.com/news/news/2011/dec/0

3/1/teen-homicide-suspects-had-felony-convictions-ar-

1510369/ 

 

11-12-02  Gunman gets 14 years for firing at police 

chopper 

A Harrisburg man who was convicted of shooting at a 

Philadelphia police helicopter was sentenced Thursday to 

more than 14 years in prison. 

Jonathan Butler, 28, had been charged with firing a 

Glock semiautomatic pistol at the helicopter and its pilots 

as the aircraft conducted a search over North Philadelphia. 

The helicopter was circling the Norman Blumberg 

Apartments on July 25, 2008, pursuing a group of illegal 

ATV riders, when airborne officers reported the shots. The 

Glock, loaded with 13 live rounds, later was recovered 

from Butler in an apartment near the scene of the shooting, 

prosecutors said. 

Butler was sentenced to 171 months for interference 

with, and attempted interference with, a person operating 

an aircraft and use of a firearm in furtherance of a crime of 

violence. - Sam Wood 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/pennsylvania/20111

202_Gunman_gets_14_years_for_firing_at_police_choppe

r.html 

 

11-12-02  Letters to the Editor: Mind-boggling rules 

on gun ownership 

I can appreciate your desire to keep local control over 

who can carry a concealed firearm ("Deciding who can be 

armed," Monday), but you must appreciate the situation 

from the perspective of a lawful gun owner. 

The rules for purchasing, owning, carrying, and using 

firearms are mind-boggling. As a practicing firearms 

attorney, I receive calls every week from firearms owners 

who are baffled as to how to legally move about the region 

with their lawfully owned firearms. 

For example, a delivery truck driver who has been 

through a thorough Pennsylvania background check can 

receive a state license to carry a concealed firearm. He's 

fine in Philadelphia or Norristown, but when he crosses 

into New Jersey, he's a felon. 

In Pennsylvania, possession of hollow-point bullets is 

legal at all times. In New Jersey, possession outside the 

home of a single hollow-point bullet is illegal and 

punishable by up to 18 months in prison. Ever drop a 

quarter in your trunk? That's how easy it is to have a bullet 

fall out of a bag you've taken to the range. 

In some states, you can't possess a firearm in a bar. In 

others, you can't possess in a church. In some, you can't 

have a gun on a university campus; in others you can. 

Imagine if there were state-by-state rules for possessing 

drugs that had been legally prescribed by a physician. 

These are the decisions that lawful firearms owners face 

every day. It's pure insanity and it definitely chills 

interstate commerce. 

Your paper often calls for sensible gun control. Is it 

sensible to turn hundreds of law-abiding citizens into 

felons just because they go about their daily business in a 

region where the states are small and the borders are close? 

Jonathan Goldstein, Narberth, 

jonathan.goldstein@gmail.com 

http://www.philly.com/philly/opinion/inquirer/2011120

2_Letters_to_the_Editor.html 

 

11-12-02 Pro-gun rally at VCU stirs debate 

A gun-rights rally at Virginia Commonwealth 

University aimed at allowing students and faculty members 

to carry concealed guns on campus struck a positive chord 

with VCU student Heidi Floyd, an Operation Iraqi 

Freedom veteran and mother of two small children. 

Floyd, 32, of Midlothian, stopped to listen as members 

of the Virginia Citizens Defense League and VCU Students 

for Concealed Carry on Campus talked up the idea of self-

protection and allowing responsible gun owners to carry 

concealed firearms with a permit on school grounds. 

"I want to be able to protect my family, protect myself," 

said Floyd, who said she would now look into getting a 

permit. 

Floyd said she was "terrified" for her husband when he 

took classes at Old Dominion University, where he walked 

by an incident where a student got robbed. Now, her 

husband fears for her safety. 

"He doesn't want me taking classes at night here 

because he hears these stories of people getting robbed and 

assaulted on campus," she said. 

But Zachary Madrigal, a 23-year-old VCU graduate 

student studying advertising, believes there's a time and a 

place for guns — and college campuses are not among 

them. 

"We're not anti-gun," Madrigal said. "There are a lot of 

people with our movement who actually own guns and fire 

them recreationally." 

http://www2.timesdispatch.com/news/news/2011/dec/03/1/teen-homicide-suspects-had-felony-convictions-ar-1510369/
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http://www2.timesdispatch.com/news/news/2011/dec/03/1/teen-homicide-suspects-had-felony-convictions-ar-1510369/
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/pennsylvania/20111202_Gunman_gets_14_years_for_firing_at_police_chopper.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/pennsylvania/20111202_Gunman_gets_14_years_for_firing_at_police_chopper.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/pennsylvania/20111202_Gunman_gets_14_years_for_firing_at_police_chopper.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/opinion/inquirer/20111202_Letters_to_the_Editor.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/opinion/inquirer/20111202_Letters_to_the_Editor.html


 

 
Page 76 

But he's concerned about the unpredictable 

consequences of a concealed-carry permit holder pulling a 

gun in an adrenaline-fueled encounter. 

"A lot of people don't have the training, and they don't 

know what will happen in the heat of the moment," said 

Madrigal, a Virginia Tech alumnus who lost friends during 

the campus massacre in 2007. 

Madrigal was standing Thursday with about a dozen 

people who oppose guns on campus, a counterweight to the 

pro-gun crowd whose numbers swelled to more than 40 

toward the end of the 2½-hour rally. 

At least half a dozen students wearing pro-gun stickers 

stood among the older adult members of the VCDL, which 

is holding demonstrations at more than a dozen public 

colleges and universities across the state in opposition to 

efforts to ban concealed carry on campus. 

"We are here on a mission, and our mission is to save 

lives," VCDL President Philip Van Cleave declared to the 

peaceful gathering. 

Lori Haas, whose daughter Emily was wounded in the 

Virginia Tech massacre, flatly rejects the notion that 

students and faculty members with concealed guns will 

make college campuses safer. 

The notion that "anyone on a college campus in 

Virginia needs a loaded firearm is patently false," Haas 

said, "because campuses are one of the safest places in 

Virginia and across the nation." 

Haas, who has participated in counterdemonstrations at 

other schools, described those holding Thursday's rally as a 

"bunch of older gentlemen who are promoting a special 

interest" and are "coming into an environment that they are 

not part of." 

VCU student John Allen, a rally organizer who formed 

the VCU chapter of Students for Concealed Carry on 

Campus, countered that description by noting that his 

group's Facebook page has about 55 student members. 

"Those of us that have concealed-handgun permits and 

carry guns (are blocked) by an invisible line that we cross 

into (when entering) this non-existing gun-free zone" at 

VCU, Allen said. "And we can't defend ourselves while 

we're on campus and, for commuters like me, while 

walking to and from campus." 

http://www2.timesdispatch.com/news/2011/dec/02/tdm

et03-pro-gun-rally-at-vcu-stirs-debate-ar-1508099/ 

 

11-11-30 Gas well workers wary of deer hunters' 

cross hairs 

These gentle creatures of the wood are concerned. 

Their peaceful domain has been invaded by an annual 

hazard. Too many hunters — some inebriated, some 

uncoordinated, all armed with rifles — are meandering 

through their usually tranquil territory. 

What? No, I'm not referring to deer, although they also 

are understandably unsettled. Even with their 

extraordinarily high unemployment rate (100 percent), 

most of them don't consider being turned into steaks and 

jerky a viable career option. 

I'm referring to drillers. 

On behalf of its gas-extracting members, the Marcellus 

Shale Coalition has a strong message for hunters during the 

two-week deer season that began on Monday. The 

message: Please don't shoot us. 

The Canonsburg-based coalition is a trade group of 

about 200 drillers, natural gas companies and related 

businesses. The group usually emphasizes the benefits of 

Marcellus shale drilling while downplaying potential 

negatives, such as the environmental risks of the hydraulic 

fracturing extraction process known as fracking. 

But the organization has boldly stepped out of its 

comfort zone. Its website now offers safety tips for the 

increasing acreage where hunting and coalition operations 

might converge. 

The results, alas, are unimpressive. 

Some of the advice makes the coalition seem about as 

versed in the nuances of hunting safety as the hhgregg 

appliance and electronics store chain. 

Take this gem: "Do not shoot at random." 

The concept is unassailable in any situation involving a 

firearm. But anyone needing the idea reinforced probably 

isn't perusing the Internet looking for guidance on how to 

responsibly discharge a weapon. 

Another jewel: "Always identify a target and what is 

beyond it." 

It's as though the coalition believes hunters are so high 

on bagging a buck or so low on IQ that many would 

engage in dialogue such as this: 

Michael: "Nick, look at that up ahead in the brush — is 

that a Range Resources engineer or a four-point buck?" 

Nick: "Can't quite make him out from this distance, but 

he's not wearing florescent. Must be a buck." 

Michael: "I'm going to take him out with one shot." 

Coalition spokesman Patrick Creighton said the 

organization's prosaic effort to help its members survive 

hunting season falls within its mission of shaling as safely 

as possible. 

"Some of the tips are basic," he acknowledged. "Some 

are common sense." 

All of them traditionally fall within the purview of the 

Pennsylvania Game Commission. But despite this obvious 

infringement on its turf, spokesman Jerry Feaser indicated 

there would be no retaliatory strike. 

Asked whether the commission might post safe fracking 

tips on its website, Feaser said, "We don't have any desire 

to do that. We like to keep in our area of expertise." 

The coalition might want to consider doing the same. 

Given the inanity of some of its advice, the organization 

should stick to shale and let the game commission handle 

safety tips. 

After all, Feaser and company have done it before. 

They know the drill. 

http://www2.timesdispatch.com/news/2011/dec/02/tdmet03-pro-gun-rally-at-vcu-stirs-debate-ar-1508099/
http://www2.timesdispatch.com/news/2011/dec/02/tdmet03-pro-gun-rally-at-vcu-stirs-debate-ar-1508099/
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http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/co

lumns/heyl/s_769571.html 

 

11-11-30 N.J., traffic stop leads to weapons charges 

against Georgia man 

A Georgia man was driving with a concealed and 

loaded handgun on Monday in Warren County, according 

to court records. 

Rory E. Parker, 52, of Social Circle, was arrested 

Monday in Washington Township, N.J. after New Jersey 

State Police found he was carrying a concealed Smith & 

Wesson .38-caliber revolver without a permit, court 

documents say. Police say Parker was pulled over on Route 

31 in the township following a traffic violation. 

The gun, according to court papers, was loaded with 

four hollow-point bullets. 

Parker was charged with possession of a handgun 

without a permit and possession of hollow-point bullets in 

a loaded gun. 

Parker was released from Warren County jail on 

$40,000 bail, records indicate. 

http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/warren-

county/express-

times/index.ssf/2011/11/police_charge_georgia_man_afte.

html 

 

11-11-30 Military Channel Debuts 'Triggers,' New 

Series on History of Modern Weapons 

Want to know all the details surrounding the evolution 

of firearms and the role history, science and technology 

have played in changing the face of combat?  

Then you have come to the right place. 

Former Army Ranger and Air Force Pararescueman Wil 

Willis has joined forces with the Military Channel to host 

its latest jaw-dropping series “Triggers: Weapons That 

Changed the World.” 

USO Prez Praises Hollywood's Biggest Military 

Supporters. 

“I'm hoping that the viewers learn a little bit about the 

history of the weapon systems that are currently used 

today, and what they were specifically developed for. I also 

want them to take away that there is a seriousness that 

comes with using these weapon systems," Willis told 

FOX411’s Pop Tarts column. "We do a terminal ballistics, 

basically an explanation of what happens when a bullet hits 

a target, and it's educational, but at the same time, it's to 

educate the viewer in what's actually happening when a 

bullet strikes something. It's not a toy to be played with; 

these things are very serious.” 

Willis hopes the six-part series may give those 

staunchly opposed to guns a fresh perspective. 

“The Second Amendment is very clear about the right 

to bear arms, and I don't think that it's something that I 

need to get in there and argue a whole lot. But I think that 

the most common misconception is that gun ownership 

promotes violence, gun violence, in the United States 

because typically, gun violence isn't perpetrated by people 

who legally own guns,” he said. “It is perpetrated by 

people who are criminals. So legal gun ownership is 

something that a lot of people have a misconception about: 

that if you own a gun, you are perpetuating violence in the 

community, and I don't think that that is a fact at all.” 

And if Willis could spend a day out shooting with one 

Hollywood star? 

“I would love to go shooting with Tom Selleck. Tom 

Selleck is a huge supporter of the military he's a quiet 

professional and I think that he's somebody that is very 

educated when it comes to guns," Willis said. "I would 

love to go shooting with Tom Selleck." 

Tom, are you listening? 

“Triggers: Weapons That Changed the World” 

premieres Wednesday, November 30 at 10PM EST on 

Military Channel. 

http://www.foxnews.com/entertainment/2011/11/30/mil

itary-channel-debuts-triggers-new-series-on-history-

modern-weapons/?test=faces 
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