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HB 1717 is Signed into law by

Governor Rendell

Landmark legislation that will improve the issuance
procedures of PFA’s and the protections against abuse
them has been signed into law today, th& a0
November. The ACSL worked extremely hard in
conjunction with other PA Grassroots groups to remove
harmful provisions that were part of the predecessor to
this legislation (HB 2403).

This legislation does not solve all of our concerns an
we will now begin to reexamine the remaining changes

that need to be made for future legislative opportunities|.

Allegheny County Sheriff & CCW

License Issuance Problems Resolveg

In a November Aresponse to the ACSL letter
directing attention to illegalities in the CCW issuance
procedures by the Allegheny County Sheriff, solicitor
John Bacharach stated that reforms are being instituted
correct the problems.

As a result of the attention drawn to the Sheriff’s offi
because of the recently concluded elections, the condu
of this office, including this issue, came under the scrut
of the Pittsburgh Post Gazette. An excellently written
article, which was researched very thoroughly by staff
writer Jerome Sherman, was published on Novembeér 5
which solicitor Bacharach admitted that “We weren't
doing it [sending out renewal notices] for a long time.
There's no question about that,” said John Bacharach,

sheriff's solicitor. "We should have sent the notices out|.

Further he stated, “his office has started sending out th
notices, about 500 per month”.

Another area of concern has also been addressed b
newly instituted procedures such as: the sheriff's office

weapons permits at any timastead of making them wait
until the 60-day period before the expiration date.
The last point is the requirement to submit references
during the process of renewing a license. This last
easure will not be changed by the Sheriff’s office
OE]ecause the PA State Police have prescribed the form that
is used to issue the license and it is out of the hands of the
Sheriff's office, according to solicitor Bacharach. This
last point will be addressed in the near future.

History Made in Grassroots Uprising at

Polls, Supreme Court Justice Nigro Ousted
State Supreme Court Justice Russell M. Nigro lost his
retention election on Novembef & voters outraged over
hefty pay raises given to legislators and judges.
Justice Nigro, a Philadelphia Democrat, is the first
Supreme Court justice to lose a retention election in more
than 200 years of Pennsylvania history.
Justice Nigro and Newman were the dissenting
opinions in the recent PA Supreme Court decision on the
P A State Police illegal gun registry lawsuit instituted by
the ACSL. However the difference between Newman and
€Nigro is more clearly illustrated by the statement of Nigro
Clin the dissent that he supports gun registration but that the
NYaw was in his opinion clear. Nigro also clearly
demonstrated his true convictions, in support of the gun
control agenda, in the Ortiz case that dealt with the
Philadelphia Assault Weapon Ban.
Sandra Schultz Newman, a Philadelphia Republican
also up for retention yesterday, won another 10 years on
héne bench.
Historically, only about 20 to 25 percent of the voters
e in retention elections historically cast no votes, so the
negative reaction to both justices was far above normal.
y the|n a possible omen for next year's elections, the
political bases of several of the legislative architects of the

d

now allows gun owners to renew their concealed-




state salary legislation were among those with the high
percentage of negative votes.

Justice Nigro will leave office in early January and b
replaced by someone nominated by the governor. The
replacement serves until the next municipal elections in
2007, when his seat is filled on a permanent basis.

San Francisco Voter’'s Approve TOTAL

Ban on Handguns

Despite opposition from police, media organizations
and various organizations to an ill-advised ban on
handguns and the sale of firearms and ammunition, Sa
Francisco voters approved the nation's toughest ban or
handguns thereby making it illegal for city residents to
possess them.

Proposition H was authored by San Francisco
Supervisor Chris Daly, who insisted that the law is
necessary to reduce the number of firearms in the city,
requires city residents who already legally own dgons
turn them in to police by April 1. The measure also
makes it illegal to buy, sell, distribute and manufacture
firearms and ammunition in the city.

Only two other cities in the country -- Washington,
D.C., and Chicago -- have similar bans.

"San Francisco voters are smart and believe in sens
gun control,” said Supervisor Chris Daly, who was amo
the four board members who placed the measure on th
ballot. "If Prop. H gets some handguns out of San
Francisco and mitigates some of the violence, then it's
win."

Prop. H opponents said a ban on handguns will not
reduce crime, because criminals aren't likely to turn in
their guns.

They also said the measure will be subject to costly
legal challenges in court.

“It's not a solution (to gun violence),” said Mike Ege,
board member of the Coalition Against Prohibition. “Mo
people don't like guns, but they don't want the opportun
to access them taken away, because sometimes bad tH
happen to good peopléettp://mww.sfgate.com/cgi-
bin/article.cgi?file=/c/a/2005/11/09/SFMEASURES.TMP

Eminent Domain Legislation Passes House

of Representatives

The state House voted Tuesday, NovembBetdlcurb
local governments' poweHB 2059 to take private
property and give it to another private owner, a
controversial practice that has been used several times
Pittsburgh and was deemed legal by the U.S. Supreme
Court in June.

The bill provides for a few exceptions, such as if the
property is abandoned or unsafe, or if the owner conse

Page 2

esto having the land condemned. Property can be taken for
use by a nonprofit hospital or medical center.

“It will help to stop a lot of the abuses that's occurred
around the state,” including Mayor Tom Murphy's threats
to use eminent domain to oust Downtown businesses to
make way for a major developer in the Fifth and Forbes
corridor, Metcalfe said.

Twelve states have considered laws limiting local
eminent domain authority since the Supreme Court, in
Kelo v. New London (Conn.), declared it constitutional for
local governments to take property from one private owner
and give it to another if it would result in increased tax
money for a community.

“We need to restore private property rights,” Metcalfe
said. “| think Kelo v. New London was a wake-up call to
the states.”

D

S. 397 Gun Manufacturer Lawsuit Ban

The Senate and the House passed, and the President
has signed into law, S. 397 that is intended to shield gun
manufacturers from politically motivated lawsuits.

Many media commentators are purposely getting the
facts wrong to mislead the public. The new law does not
exempt gun manufacturers from lawsuits. If they produce

b defective product that causes injury, they can still be
1gsued. All the new law does is put them on a level playing
L field with every other manufacturer.

As we all know, lawsuits against gun manufacturers

h were intended to bankrupt the companies. These lawsuits
were so ridiculous that if we had a decent class of judges,
they would have been thrown out without even a hearing.
A mayor in New Orleans some years ago sued gun
manufacturers in an attempt to blame them for the city's
sorry crime rate. Other suits try to blame the
manufacturers for the actions of criminals in individual

5 cases. A manufacturer has no control over or even

stknowledge of the behavior of the end user of his product.

jtyl he fact that these lawsuits were politically motivated is

ingdown by the absence of such suits against other
manufacturers.

Because of the new law, a New York City judge today
issued an order vacating a Nov. 28 trial date in a case
against the firearms industry. The case’s motion to dismiss
will be heard Nov. 21. The status of other cases against
firearms industry companies is available in lttegation
sectionof NSSF’'s Web site.

NEW LAW AFFECTS GUN DEALERS . . . The Act

. provides protection to dealers against ‘junk’ lawsuits to

"he same extent it does manufacturers. One controversial
section of the law, titled the “Child Safety Lock Act of
2005,”will require dealers to provide all handgun

1té)urchasers with a safety device. This part of the law will




go into effect in April The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives (ATF) is currently drafting
regulations to implement this new requirement.
Controversy surrounds this bill as it contained two
provisions that the companion house bill, H.R. 800, did
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number when applying for a hunting or fishing license is
unreasonable, burdensome and ineffective.”

English’s bill would repeal the federal mandate that
requires states to collect Social Security numbers for
recreational licenses. The requirement for drivers and

not. One was the mandatory sale of safety locks with theprofessional licenses would remain in place.

“sale” of a handgun and the other was the requirement
conducting a study of bullet performance on body armof.
Both of these measures were introduced in the U.S. Sen
and need to be closely monitored as the potential exists f
political manipulation of both issues to the detriment of
gun owners.

Castle Doctrine Legislation Proposed in PA

House
Rep. Cappelli is seeking co-sponsors for legislation tha
would duplicate the recently introduced and passed intq
law Castle Doctrine from Florida. This legislation would
provide much needed protections to the “use of force”
laws in PA as well as expand the presumption of
innocence to citizens outside the home in self-defense
situations.
Many details need to be examined and critical issues
addressed in this much needed legislation and we look
forward to working on them with Rep. Cappelli.
More to come. . . !

U.S. House of Reps. English, Hart, Holden

& Platts Introduce SSN License Use Repead|

U.S. Rep. Phil English (R-Pa.) introdudddR. 4144to
repeal a federal mandate that has been interpreted by
Pennsylvania officials to require every applicant for a
recreational license, e.g. hunting and fishing, to disclos
their Social Security number.

Under current law, all states are required to revoke
deny recreational licenses, including hunting and fishin
licenses of parents who are behind on child support
payments. As a result, any individual that applies or
renews a driver, occupational or recreational license m
include their Social Security number on their applicatior
form. This federal mandate was originally included in the
1996 Welfare Reform as an attempt to improve child
support compliance.

“As a strong advocate of the 1996 Welfare Reform
bill, I believe this is an important practice that helps to
crack down on deadbeat parents and has led to millions
dollars in increased child support,” English said.
“However, much of the success of this law is due to the|
threat of loosing a driver or professional license.
Requiring sportsmen to release their Social Security
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“While it may be difficult to pass this legislation
before the end of this year’s hunting season, hopefully this

amdll be the last year hunters will have to put up with this,”

&nglish said.

FBI may be checking on you, but you have

no way to know

These days, Americans suspected of no wrongdoing
can suddenly find themselves caught up in FBI
surveillance operations.

It's as easy as saying "national security letter."

Using this little-noticed but potent tool, the FBI can
demand, for example, that an Internet provider, bank or
phone company turn over records of who you call and e-
mail, which websites you visit, how much you spend,
where you work, fly and vacation, and much more.
No judge has to approve the demand, a common
check required on more typical subpoenas.

You'd never learn about the secret intrusion, either. It's
all classified.

The public got a rare and troubling glimpse behind this
curtain whernThe Washington Posgéported Sunday that
the FBI now issues thousands of National Security Letters
a year. Each can seek many records on many people.

For more info:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/opinion/editorials/2005-
11-08-our-view_x.htm

NSSF Bullet Points: 11/07/2005:
PENN. YOUTH HUNTING BILL MAKES
PROGRESS .. TheU.S. Sportsmen’s Alliangevhich
is partnering with NSSF and the National Wild Tyrke
Federation in the Families Afield program, repdinst
on Nov. 1 language from a Senate bill in Pennsyfvan
was attached to a coyote-baiting bill in the statéduse
and received unanimous committee approval, moving
the bill to the Senate floor. The newly amended HB
1690 authorizes the Pennsylvania Game Commission to
create a mentored youth program. Families Afield is
seeking to expand opportunities for parents anid the
children to share the hunting experience by altevga
unnecessary age barriers.
CANADA'S PROBLEMS NOT AMERICA'S . .. In
response to Canadian government officials sayiag th
are considering legal action against U.S. firearms
manufacturers, Montreal's The Gazette was quick to
denounce the idea, saying that guns in Canadacdre

t



America’s problemOfficials say they are looking into
the possibility of suing U.S. companies becausg the
say U.S.-made guns are being used in crimes atagb
smuggled across the border. The Gazette writee “Th
U.S. Congress, as it happens, has just passed a law
shielding gun makers and dealers from liabilityriany
negligence lawsuits; it's a bad law in some wayssb
would be any Canadian law saying the maker of alled
product is responsible for the way it's used. Riefs
not roll up this newspaper and beat anyone to death
matter how infuriating you find the editorials: we
wouldn't much like to be sued, and that surely dottl
be far down the road—As for citizens suing the
government in Ottawa for bad decisions, on the gun
registry, say, where do we sign up?”

WALL STREET JOURNAL PUTS HUNTING ON
PAGE 1 . . .The business daily published a story on
how hunting’s appeal is turning toward the upscale
sportsman, who can afford hunting at expensiverteso
and outfitting operations, purchase high-priceddims
at “gun libraries” and go on stand in enclosedcttnes
that provide many of the comforts of home. The phge
article, “Hunting’s Identity Crisis,” in the “Purgs”
section of the Nov. 5/6 edition, gave entertaining
examples of luxurious hunting. Its implication,
however, that this was becoming the norm for
sportsmen ignored the majority of hunting scenarios
which unfold in public or, with permission, private
woodlands and fields, perhaps from simple platform
tree stands, and may begin and end in comfortalile b
rustic—often primitive—camps.

MIXED REACTIONS . .. News that an 8-year-old
girl took the first black bear of Maryland’s beaurting
season prompted a number of positive stories in the
press, including &ngthy reaction piecien The
Washington Post. However, it isn’t surprising ttrat
Associated Press took the opportunity to seek a
comment from the U.S. Humane Society for a follqw-u
story. While theAP’s storyincludes the hunting
community’s views and efforts—located in the lower
half—it spotlights the Humane Society’s efforts to
establish stricter age requirements on hunting.

56 PLANS . . .Wildlife agencies from all 50 states ang
six U.S. territories have submitt&dildlife Action
Plansfor approval by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS), Interior Secretary Gale Norton
announced Wednesday. If approved, the plans will be
the first of their kind, providing a state-by-stéiek at
wildlife and the actions needed to ensure theivisal.
USFWS is planning to distribute $68.5 million iragts
next spring for states and territories to implement
approved action plans.

OHIO FORMS LEGISLATIVE SPORTSMEN’S
CAUCUS . . .Ohio state legislators gathered in
Columbus last Tuesday to celebrate the formatiadhef
Ohio Legislative Sportsmen’s Caucd#his marks the
creation of the 26th such state group, which tagreth
network in a national assembly and focus on pramgoti
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a pro-sportsmen’s agenda in the halls of state
government.

THE OUTDOOR CHANNEL EXPANDS
CONSERVATION EFFORTS .. . TOC's public
relations director, Chris Chaffimas been promotead
senior director of public relations and conservatm
reflect the television company’s desire to carryreno
promotions of conservation and to encourage viéwers
involvement. “This expansion of responsibilitiesdid
Andy Dale, TOC president and CEO, “reflects our
commitment to the outdoors, to hunters, fishermen,
shooters and to the nation’s wildlife resources.”
ONE-STOP SPORTSMEN'S ISSUES SOURCE . . .
U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance has added Hiation
Roomto its Web sitewww.ussportsmen.orgvhich
provides summaries of bills and other issues tratra
the organization’s crosshairs. Federal, state acal |
issue updates are available by topic and locatitim w
the click of a button.

SPORTSMEN AGAINST HUNGER WEEK . . . The
Safari Club International Foundation has declared.N
13-19 “Sportsmen Against Hunger Weék is
challenging sportsmen to give part of their harfesh
the hunting season to the hungry in their commesiiti
An online database can lead to nearly 400 licensed
game processors and more than 300 relief orgaoizati
that participate in wild game for local hunger pamgs.

"Remember democracy never lasts long. It
soon wastes, exhausts, and murders itself.
There never was a democracy yet that did
not commit suicide." -John Adams(letter

to John Taylor, 15 April 1814)

Reference Original Intent, Barton (335);
original The Works of John Adams, C.F.
Adams, ed., vol. 6 (484)

(The RULE of the above is that America
is a “REPUBLIC™)



