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ACS L  L aw s uit  agains t  
P enns ylvania S t at e P ol ice  

 
We are s ti l l  awaiting a response from the PA 
S upreme Court on render ing a decis ion in our  case.  

 
L E GI L AT I VE  AL E R T !  

L E GI S L AT I ON ON T H E  MOVE  I N 
H AR R I S B U R G  

 
H B  2 0 4 6  
 
We have j us t received information that HB 2046 has  
been refer red to appropr iation committee.  T his  re-
refer r ing to the Appropr iation committee usually 
precedes  a ful l  vote by the House of 
Representatives .  T his  bi l l  wi l l  delete the social 
secur ity number  from a l icense to car ry.  Al l  
members  should contact his /her  member  of the 
Pennsylvania House of Representatives  and ask 
them to vote yes  on this  bi l l .  
 
H B  2 3 4  
 
T his  bi l l  wi l l  give a tax credit to any person who 
takes  a fi rearms  training coarse.  T he ACS L has  
asked that our  amendment be cons idered which 
would specify the types  of courses  that could be 
used for  this  training and be acceptable for  the tax 
credit ins tead of the PS P developing the courses .  
Rep. Metcalfe has  agreed to offer  this  amendment 
when the bi l l  is  cons idered by the ful ly House.  I f the 
Metcalfe amendment is  not approved then the bi l l  
would give the Pennsylvania S tate Pol ice the 
author ity to es tablish which training wil l  be approved 
for  the tax credit.  T his  also means  that the s tate 
police does  not have to approve any training 
courses .  Al l  members  should contact his /her  

member  of the Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives  and ask them to vote yes  on the bi l l  
only i f  t he Met calf e amendment  is  appr oved.  
 

P it t s bur gh Cit y Counci l  P as s es  
Ant i-gun R es olut ion 

 
On November  18, 2003 the Pittsburgh City Council , 
by a vote of 7-2, passed a resolution, sponsored by 
Councilman Peduto, asking the United S tates  S enate 
to opposed S enate B i l l  695.  Voting in favor  of the 
Resolution were, Burns , Car l is le, Her tzberg, Peduto, 
Ricciardi, S ciul l i  and Udin,  Voting agains t the 
resolution was  Bodack and Motznik. 
 
T he council  acted on pres sure form the 
Pennsylvanians  Agains t Handgun Violence and the 
Pa Mil l ion Moms March.  I n thanking his  
membership, Nathaniel Glos ser  wrote;  "Now that so 
many of you have responded to my emails asking for 
help to lobby council, allow me to make an appeal for a 
different kind of help: Membership! We need you to be 
a paid member of the Allegheny Million Mom March or 
Pennsylvanians Against Handgun Violence. Why? 
Because our power with city council, the state 
legislature, and Congress is in part derived by our 
status as broad grass-roots organizations with large 
paid memberships. Our principal advocacy opponent 
in the area, the Allegheny County Sportsmen’s 
League, a mouthpiece for the NRA, claims a 
membership in excess of 100,000. While we don’t 
believe that figure, it illustrates how important it is to 
boost our own membership numbers." 
 
S pecifical ly, S . 659 seeks  " T o prohibit civi l  l iabi l i ty 
actions  from being brought or  continued agains t 
manufacturers , dis tr ibutors , dealer s , or  importer s  of 
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fi rearms  or  ammunition for  damages  resulting from 
the misuse of their  products  by others ."  S . 659 
requires  that any " qualified civi l  l iabi l i ty action"  
pending on the legis lation's  date of enactment be 
immediately dismis sed by the cour t in which the 
action was  brought.  More than two dozen cities  and 
counties  have fi led suit agains t the fi rearms  indus try 
for  law enforcement and public health expenses  
those localities  say they incur  from gun inj ur ies  and 
deaths . Cour t after  cour t, including the U.S . 
S upreme Court and three s tate S upreme Courts , 
have rej ected these lawsuits . 
 
According to Gary Mehalik, communications director for the 
National Shooting Sports Foundation, in Newtown, Conn. 
Fighting such suits has cost gun makers $100 million 

 
Mehalik said the St. Louis suit was "a clear misuse of the 
true purpose of the legal system."  
 
The city sued the gun industry in April 1999 to recover what 
it said were the social costs of gun violence. On Oct. 15, St. 
Louis County Circuit Judge Emmett O'Brien dismissed the 
suit against 32 named and unnamed gun manufacturers, 
dealers and distributors.  
 
In his order, O'Brien cited a recent New York State Appellate 
Court ruling that said allowing public nuisance suits against 
gun makers would "likely open the courthouse doors to a 
flood of limitless" suits against a "wide and varied array" of 
industries.  
 
O'Brien added that "the attempt here is not only to blur, but 
obliterate, the line that separates public nuisance claims 
from those based on product liability law." 

Goods  for  Guns  U p t o Old T r icks  
 
T he annual Pittsburgh Gun Buyback Program wil l  
began on S aturday, December  6.  According to 
information obtain by the ACS L they wil l  be again 
violating s tate law.  As  repor ted las t year  the ACS L 
has  obtained a letter  on an audit per formed by the 
FB I  on the Pennsylvania S tate Pol ice regarding their  
adminis tration of Pennsylvania I ns tant Check 
S ys tem.  T his  repor t made it clear  Al legheny County 
Gun buyback Program is  also i l legal under  the 
Federal Brady Law.  
 
T he ACS L is sues  a News  Release taking the pos ition 
that the buy back was  unsafe and i l legal.  We were 
contacted for  an interview by Andres  Conti of the 
T r ibune Review, but that interview has  yet to be 
published.  We were interviewed by Fox 53, but very 
l i ttle time was  al low by that T V channel for  us  to 
explain our  oppos ition.  Mike S lavonic wil l  appear  on 
Channel 13, WQED, on Monday at 7: 30 PM to due a 

l ive interview.  However , al l  other  T V and 
newspapers  have not reques ted interviews  or  
published our  news  release. 
 

Media B ias  is  Al ive and W ell  At  
K DK A, W T AE  and W P XI  T V in 

P i t t s bur gh 
 
I t was  clear  that the new outlet did not want to let 
the public know that Goods  for  Gun is  violating s tate 
and federal law in the manner  that they are 
trans fer r ing guns .  T hat s i lence alone should tel l  
everyone that the ACS L is  cor rect in rais ing this  
point. 
 
T he media is  clear ly showing their  bias  in this  is sue. 
 I t clear  that if they draw too much attention to our  
claim, author ities  would have to act and shut down 
the buy back. 
 
Lt. Phi l  Dacy, a gun collector  and Vice Pres ident of 
Goods  for  Gun, told Fox that the program was  legal 
and that the Pennsylvania Uniform firearms  Act 
al lowed police officer  to trans fer  fi rearms .  T here is  
nothing in the Uniform Firearms  Act that exempts  
police officers . 
 
While the media wil l  take the time to cover  the 
i l legal gun buy back, they are les s  l ikely to cover  the 
ACS L's  Youth Day.  
 

R ep. Dan F r ankel t o I nt r oduce s o-
cal led As s ault  W eapons  B an 

 
We want to thank Rep. Dar ly Metcalfe's  office for  
fax ing us  a copy of a letter  that Rep. Dan Frankel 
from the city of Pittsburgh's  squir rel hi l l  section is  
circulating asking support in the House of 
Representative for  his  proposed legis lation that he 
claims  wil l  " addres s  the loopholes  in the 1994 
federal As sault Weapons  Ban to prohibit the 
manufacture, posses s ion, purchase, sale, or  trans fer  
of al l  as sault weapons  or  as sault weapon convers ion 
kits  in Pennsylvania."   With out seeing a final vers ion 
of the proposed legis lation we do not have a clue 
what Mr . Frankel is  talking about and we would be 
wil l  be bet neither  does  Mr . Frankel. 
 
T his  is  an obvious  attempt to raise the is sue of the 
prospects  of the federal ban expir ing in S eptember  
of 2004, and wanting to replace the federal ban with 
a s tate ban. 
 
We are attempting to obtain a final vers ion of the bi l l  
and wil l  keep everyone informed at that time. 
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ANT I -GU N S E NAT OR S  H OL DI NG S . 6 5 9  /  S . 
1 8 0 6  H OS T AGE  

As  regular  readers  of the Grass roots  Aler t know, one 
of NRA- I LA` s  top legis lative pr ior ities  in Congres s , is  
the passage of S . 659/S . 1806, the " Protection of 
Lawful Commerce in Arms  Act."  

T he House vers ion of this  bi l l? H.R. 1036?passed las t 
Apr i l  by an overwhelming vote of 285-140, and has  
the support of the White House. Yet, despite 
as surances  of a timely vote and broad bipar tisan 
support, S . 659/S . 1806 has  become s tal led in the 
S enate. At present, the s ituation remains  very fluid, 
and there` s  s ti l l  a poss ibi l i ty that the S enate could 
pass  S . 659/S . 1806 before it goes  into recess  for  
the year . But the only remaining opportunity to pass  
the bi l l  this  year  is  through appropr iations  
legis lation, which funds  government operations . I f S . 
659/S . 1806 is  passed as  par t of a spending bi l l ,  i t 
wi l l  represent a maj or  pushback by pro-gun S enators  
agains t the obs tructionis t tactics  of the dedicated 
corps  of anti-gun S enators  who blocked 
cons ideration of the bi l l  in ear ly November . 

T hanks  to the dedicated gras s roots  effor ts  of mil l ions  
of NRA members  and gun owners  acros s  the country, 
S . 659/S . 1806 is  now widely acknowledged as  
having enough votes  to overcome a fi l ibus ter  by 
anti-gun S enators . But we can` t s top a fi l ibus ter  
unti l  one s tar ts , and the process  can` t begin unti l  
the bi l l  reaches  the S enate floor  for  debate. 

On November  6, pro-gun leaders  in the S enate 
attempted to br ing the bi l l  to the floor  with a 
proposed " consent agreement"  to govern the length 
of debate and the number  of amendments  each s ide 
could order . Anti-gun S enators  sent their  
representative to the floor  to obj ect. After  much 
discus s ion, and fai l ing to gain " consent,"  S enate 
leaders  moved to other  bus ines s , but vowed to br ing 
S . 659/S . 1806 to a vote ear ly next year , without 
regard to the obj ections  from the anti-gun corps . 
T hat sets  us  up for  a ful l-blown brawl in the New 
Year . 

I n the end, it al l  boi ls  down to politics , but you can 
help break the logj am. I n the coming weeks , your  
S enators  wi l l  l ikely be traveling around your  s tate, 
holding town hall  meetings , where they can repor t 
on what they` ve been doing in Washington, and 

take ques tions  from their  cons tituents . T hese 
meetings  offer  a tremendous  opportunity for  you to 
personally voice your  s trong support for  S . 659/S . 
1806. Your  S enators  need to know that this  bi l l  is  
about saving j obs , and protecting our  r ights . I f you 
can` t attend a meeting, send a letter  or  make a 
phone call  to your  S enator` s  office. T el l  them it` s  
time to s top playing politics  with the S econd 
Amendment. Urge them to ful ly support S . 659 
without any anti-gun amendments !  Ask them to do 
everything in their  power  to end these mer itles s  
lawsuits  and ensure that this  es sential legis lation is  
approved as  wr itten. T el l  them it` s  time to pass  S . 
659/S . 1806! Make no mis take?with your  help, we 
wil l  win this  fight and see this  cr itical legis lation 
s igned into law. 

I n addition, please contact your  S enators  and your  
U.S . Representative and urge them to cosponsor  and 
support S . 1414 and H.R. 3193?the S enate and 
House vers ions  of the Dis tr ict of Columbia Personal 
Protection Act. T his  important legis lation seeks  to 
res tore the cons titutionally-guaranteed S econd 
Amendment r ights  of the res idents  of the Dis tr ict of 
Columbia, which has  once again reclaimed the title 
of " murder  capital"  of the United S tates . 

F inal ly, please continue to urge your  U.S . 
Representative and your  S enators  to oppose cur rent 
legis lation seeking to expand the 1994 Clinton gun 
ban?H.R. 2038, S . 1431, and S . 1034. You can find 
contact information for  your  elected officials  by us ing 
the " Wr ite Your  Representatives "  tool at 
www.NRAI LA.org, or  you can call  your  U.S . S enators  
at (202) 224-3121 and your  U.S . Representative at 
(202) 225-3121. 

S T . L OU I S  L AW S U I T  AGAI NS T  GU N I NDU S T R Y  
D I S MI S S E D ON I S S U E S  OF  " L OGI C AND 

F AI R NE S S "  

On November  7, Judge Emmett O` Br ien said he 
found no bas is  for  the city of S t. Louis `  claim agains t 
the gun indus try seeking reimbursement for  cos ts  
as sociated with gun- related inj ur ies . He dismis sed 
the lawsuit agains t gun dis tr ibutors  and trade 
organizations  a month after  he had thrown out 
s imilar  charges  agains t gun manufacturers . 

Judge O` Br ien wrote in his  opinion that " is sues  of 
both logic and fairnes s "  favored dismis s ing the case, 
which was  fi led in Apr i l  1999. He also said that such 
lawsuits  would open " a floodgate to additional 
l i tigation."  

 
Vol. 1 0 , No. 4 7                       1 1 / 2 1 / 0 3  
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W I SCONSI N AND MI S SOURI  FI GHT  FOR  RI GHT-

TO- CAR RY 

Despite the support of the maj or ity of the 
legis lature, rank and fi le pol ice officers , and the 
people of Wiscons in, on November  18, Governor  Jim 
Doyle (D) vetoed legis lation that would al low law-
abiding Wiscons in citizens  the Right- to-Car ry 
fi rearms  for  protection of themselves  and their  loved 
ones . 

I t is  regrettable that Governor  Doyle does  not trus t 
his  law-abiding cons tituents  with the r ight of self-
defense. T his  is  common sense legis lation that 
requires  mandatory training, a permit from the 
sher iff, and a cr iminal background check. Even polls  
by Right- to-Car ry opponents  reveal that a maj or ity 
of Wiscons inites  support this  law. 

According to FB I  s tatis tics , 12,000 Wiscons inites  are 
victims  of violent cr ime annually. Right- to-Car ry 
would give many of those victims  the opportunity to 
defend themselves  agains t a cr iminal attack. 
Research by leading cr iminologis ts  shows  that 
fi rearms  are used more than two mil l ion times  a 
year  for  self-defense. I n mos t cases  a shot is  never  
fi red. And, Right- to-Car ry laws  are a proven cr ime 
deter rent. Violent cr ime rates  have decreased in 
every s tate after  enactment of Right- to-Car ry. 

I ronically, Governor  Doyle enj oys  executive self-
protection at taxpayer  expense. Yet he wil l  not afford 
the average citizen the same opportunity. Unles s  the 
legis lature acts , the people of Wiscons in wil l  remain 
defenseles s  agains t cr iminal attacks . 

Right- to-Car ry passed the Wiscons in legis lature by a 
vote of 24-8 in the S enate and 64-35 in the 
Assembly. Four  s tates?New Mexico, Colorado, 
Minnesota, and Mis sour i?have passed Right- to-Car ry 
laws  this  year . T hir ty- s ix  s tates  and more than half 
of al l  Amer icans  have the r ight to car ry a fi rearm for  
personal protection. 

Wiscons in res idents  are asked to please contact your  
S enators  and Representatives  and respectful ly urge 
them to s tand s teadfas t on our  r ights , and their  
votes , by voting to over r ide the Governor` s  veto. 
You can find contact information for  your  Legis lators  
by us ing the " Wr ite your  Representatives "  feature at 
www.NRAI LA.org. 

As  repor ted in the S eptember  12 is sue of the 
Grass roots  Aler t, on S eptember  11, the Mis sour i  
S enate j oined the House in voting to over r ide 
Governor  Bob Holden` s  (D) veto of HB 349, making 
the " S how Me S tate"  the nation` s  36th s tate to pass  
a fair , non-discretionary Right- to-Car ry law. 

T his  victory was  shor t- l ived, however , as  S t. Louis  
Circuit Judge S teven Ohmer  recently is sued a 
permanent inj unction s tr ik ing down the new law on 
grounds  that it violates  a section of the Mis sour i  
Cons titution dating back to 1875. T he rul ing made 
permanent Judge Ohmer` s  temporary inj unction 
agains t the law, which had been is sued in October . 

S tate Attorney General Jay Nixon (D) immediately 
appealed the rul ing to the Mis sour i  S upreme Court, 
arguing that Judge Ohmer` s  rul ing was both 
" unprecedented"  and " absurd."  

T he NRA is  vigorous ly fighting to over turn the rul ing. 
T he Mis sour i  S upreme Court has  granted NRA` s  
motion to fi le an amicus  br ief in a challenge to the 
law. NRA attorney S teve Halbrook said the 
cons titutional provis ion is  not meant as  a prohibition 
agains t concealed guns . " Ever  s ince Mis sour i  has  
been a s tate, the legis lature has  decided when and 
where to either  al low or  prohibit concealed 
weapons ,"  he said. 

T he Mis sour i  S upreme Court has  set a January 22 
date to hear  the appeal. Res t as sured that NRA- I LA 
wil l  keep you appr ised of future developments  or  
decis ions . 

CONTI NUE  TO SUP PORT  S. 6 5 9 / S. 1 8 0 6  

As  we have have frequently repor ted, one of NRA-
I LA` s  top legis lative pr ior ities  in Congres s , is  the 
passage of S . 659/S . 1806, the " Protection of Lawful 
Commerce in Arms  Act."  

T he House vers ion of this  bi l l? H.R. 1036?passed las t 
Apr i l  by an overwhelming vote of 285-140, and has  
the support of the White House. Yet, despite 
as surances  of a timely vote and broad bipar tisan 
support, S . 659/S . 1806 has  become s tal led in the 
S enate. At present, the s ituation remains  very fluid, 
and there` s  s ti l l  a poss ibi l i ty that the S enate could 
pass  S . 659/S . 1806 before it goes  into recess  for  
the year . But the only remaining opportunity to pass  
the bi l l  this  year  is  through appropr iations  
legis lation, which funds  government operations . I f S . 
659/S . 1806 is  passed as  par t of a spending bi l l ,  i t 
wi l l  represent a maj or  pushback by pro-gun S enators  
agains t the obs tructionis t tactics  of the dedicated 
corps  of anti-gun S enators  who blocked 
cons ideration of the bi l l  in ear ly November . 

T hanks  to the dedicated gras s roots  effor ts  of mil l ions  
of NRA members  and gun owners  acros s  the country, 
S . 659/S . 1806 is  now widely acknowledged as  
having enough votes  to overcome a fi l ibus ter  by 
anti-gun S enators . But we can` t s top a fi l ibus ter  
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unti l  one s tar ts , and the process  can` t begin unti l  
the bi l l  reaches  the S enate floor  for  debate. 

On November  6, pro-gun leaders  in the S enate 
attempted to br ing the bi l l  to the floor  with a 
proposed " consent agreement"  to govern the length 
of debate and the number  of amendments  each s ide 
could order . Anti-gun S enators  sent their  
representative to the floor  to obj ect. After  much 
discus s ion, and fai l ing to gain " consent,"  S enate 
leaders  moved to other  bus ines s , but vowed to br ing 
S . 659/S . 1806 to a vote ear ly next year , without 
regard to the obj ections  from the anti-gun corps . 
T hat sets  us  up for  a ful l-blown brawl in the New 
Year . 

I n the end, it al l  boi ls  down to politics , but you can 
help break the logj am. I n the coming weeks , your  
S enators  wi l l  l ikely be traveling around your  s tate, 
holding town hall  meetings , where they can repor t 
on what they` ve been doing in Washington, and 
take ques tions  from their  cons tituents . T hese 
meetings  offer  a tremendous  opportunity for  you to 
personally voice your  s trong support for  S . 659/S . 
1806. Your  S enators  need to know that this  bi l l  is  
about saving j obs , and protecting our  r ights . I f you 
can` t attend a meeting, send a letter  or  make a 
phone call  to your  S enator` s  office. T el l  them it` s  
time to s top playing politics  with the S econd 
Amendment. Urge them to ful ly support S . 659 
without any anti-gun amendments !  Ask them to do 
everything in their  power  to end these mer itles s  
lawsuits  and ensure that this  es sential legis lation is  
approved as  wr itten. T el l  them it` s  time to pass  S . 
659/S . 1806! Make no mis take?with your  help, we 
wil l  win this  fight and see this  cr itical legis lation 
s igned into law.  
I n addition, please contact your  S enators  and your  
U.S . Representative and urge them to cosponsor  and 
support S . 1414 and H.R. 3193?the S enate and 
House vers ions  of the Dis tr ict of Columbia Personal 
Protection Act. T his  important legis lation seeks  to 
res tore the cons titutionally-guaranteed S econd 
Amendment r ights  of the res idents  of the Dis tr ict of 
Columbia, which has  once again reclaimed the title 
of " murder  capital"  of the United S tates . 

F inal ly, please continue to urge your  U.S . 
Representative and your  S enators  to oppose cur rent 
legis lation seeking to expand the 1994 Clinton gun 
ban?H.R. 2038, S . 1431, and S . 1034. You can find 
contact information for  your  elected officials  by us ing 
the " Wr ite Your  Representatives "  tool at 
www.NRAI LA.org, or  you can call  your  U.S . S enators  
at (202) 224-3121 and your  U.S . Representative at 
(202) 225-3121. 

Vol. 1 0 , No. 4 8                        1 1 / 2 6 / 0 3  

 

T R ANS F OR MI NG P U B L I C OP P OS I T I ON T O 
R E CK L E S S  L AW S U I T S  I NT O L E GI S L AT I VE  

R E AL I T Y  

T he Roper  Center  for  Public Opinion Research asked 
Amer icans  whether  they agreed or  disagreed with 
the fol lowing s tatement:  

" Companies  that make guns  should be held 
financial ly l iable if j udges  or  j ur ies  find that their  
products  were used to commit a cr ime."  

T he response was  overwhelming?78%  disagreed, 
while only 18%  agreed. Unl ike many other  is sues  we 
face, the notion that these gr ievous  lawsuits  agains t 
the indus try are wrong general ly makes  sense to 
mos t Amer icans , including some people who may 
support other  items  on the gun ban lobby` s  agenda. 
We are seeing this  in Congres s , as  many lawmakers  
who usually l ine up agains t the r ights  of law-abiding 
gun owners  are cosponsors  of S . 659/S . 1806. 
S imilar ly, quite a few members  of the U.S . House of 
Representatives  not usually incl ined to support NRA 
voted for  the House vers ion of this  bi l l  which passed 
on an overwhelming bipar tisan vote of 285-140. 

We support passage of S . 659/S . 1806 because we 
unders tand that not only are the lawsuits  an affront 
to our  democratic process  and j udicial sys tem, but 
we are also keenly aware of the impact these 
lawsuits  have on the average gun owner . Many anti-
gunners , or  those who are ambivalent toward our  
S econd Amendment r ights , nonetheles s  see the 
reckles s  lawsuit campaign as  turning common sense 
on its  head, and thus  may be incl ined to contact 
their  lawmakers  in support of S . 659/S . 1806. Again, 
unl ike other  gun is sues , this  one has  traction with 
the non-gun-owning (and some of the anti-gun) 
public as  well  as  gun owners . 

As  we` ve repor ted in previous  Grass roots  Aler ts , i t 
appears  that we wil l  not get final resolution on this  
legis lation unti l  next year . S ince we are close to, but 
not over , the goal l ine yet, it is  cr itical that you 
continue to talk to your  gun-owning and non-gun-
owning fr iends  and colleagues  to ensure the 
gras s roots  support that wil l  be required to make this  
law a reality. Also, while Congres s  is  on recess , you 
should schedule meetings  with your  U.S . S enators  
and/or  attend their  town hall  meetings  to personally 
educate them on your  support of this  legis lation. I n 
addition to attending meetings  and speaking out in 
support of our  Right to Keep and Bear  Arms , please 
forward the dates , times , and locations  of any town 
hall  meetings  to your  family, fr iends , and fel low 
firearm owners , and to the NRA- I LA Grass roots  
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Divis ion, so we may compile this  information and 
share it with the pro-gun community. Please forward 
this  information to the Grass roots  Divis ion by call ing 
(800) 392-8683, by fax ing to (703) 267-3918, or  by 
sending an e-mail to townhall@nrahq.org. 

While the Chuck S chumers  of the wor ld wil l  continue 
to mis represent this  bi l l ,  when presented with the 
facts  ( including that i l legal actions  through a gun` s 
manufactur ing s tages  to its  point of sale, and that 
guns  that are truly defective, are not insulated from 
legitimate legal action), many Amer icans  agree that 
this  legis lation makes  sense. I t is  up to you, 
however , to ensure that their  agreement is  
trans formed into active par ticipation. Let` s  keep the 
pres sure up to ensure this  common sense proposal 
becomes  a reality.  

S U P P OR T  MI CH I GAN DOVE  S E AS ON  

On November  4, the Michigan House of 
Representatives  voted 64 to 44 in favor  of 
es tablishing the fi r s t dove hunting season in s tate 
his tory. HB 5029 adds  the mourning dove to 
Michigan` s  l is t of game species . 

" T his  is  a vital s tep forward in br inging a mourning 
dove season to Michigan,"  said NRA- I LA Executive 
Director  Chr is  Cox commenting on the bi l l` s  
passage. " T he spor tsmen of Michigan do not want 
" animal r ights "  extremis ts  making crucial decis ions  
about their  spor t and hunting traditions . T oday, 
Michigan spor tsmen are a s tep closer  to j oining 
hunters  in 39 s tates  and enj oying a dove hunting 
season."  

HB 5029 now goes  to the S tate S enate for  
cons ideration. Please contact your  S tate S enators  
and respectful ly urge them to support the passage of 
a Michigan Dove S eason. Please let them know that 
Michigan citizens  deserve the opportunity to hunt 
doves , j us t as  hunters  in 39 other  s tates  presently 
have. Be sure to tel l  them that s tate wildl i fe 
biologis ts , as  well  as  the U.S . F ish and Wildl i fe 
S ervice, support dove hunting. You can find contact 
information for  your  Representatives  by us ing the 
" Wr ite Your  Representatives "  feature at 
www.NRAI LA.org 
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NI NT H  CI R CU I T  DOE S  I T  AGAI N  

T he Ninth U.S . Circuit Cour t of Appeals  is  once again 
up to its  pol itical shenanigans . A three- j udge panel 
of the S an Francisco-based cour t recently reins tated 

a wrongful death lawsuit agains t the gun indus try, 
that had been previous ly tos sed out by a Los  
Angeles  federal j udge before it went to tr ial. T he 
suit, I leto v. Glock, seeks  to blame Glock and others  
for  the hor rendous  cr iminal actions  of deranged 
white supremacis t Buford Fur row. I n 1999, Fur row 
shot and ki l led pos tal worker  Joseph I leto, and 
wounded three chi ldren at a Jewish day care center  
in California. What is  not often repor ted is  that, 
while a Glock pis tol was  used in Fur row` s  heinous  
cr ime, the gun was  or iginal ly sold to a police 
department, which subsequently sold it to a l icensed 
dealer , who in turn sold it to a collector , who final ly 
sold it to Fur row.  

Commenting on the case, Glock attorney Chr is topher  
Renzul l ie asked the obvious  ques tion, " How are we 
supposed to monitor  a gun after  we sel l  i t to a law 
enforcement agency?"  Echoing this  frus trated 
sentiment, UCLA law profes sor  Eugene Volokh 
quipped, " According to the Ninth Circuit, Glock has  
to dictate to the police how to handle [gun sales ] , 
because they would know better  than the police how 
to prevent cr ime."  

T he only gl immer  of rational and equitable reasoning 
to come out of the reins tatement case came in the 
form of a well- reasoned dis sent by S enior  Judge 
Cynthia Hall . " I  unders tand the maj or ity` s  des ire to 
ensure that the appellants  have their  day in cour t,"  
Hal l  wrote. " But I  do not concur  in the maj or ity` s  
opinion because I  bel ieve that it runs  afoul of some 
of our  mos t bas ic duties  as  federal j udges ....[we] are 
required to apply s tate law whether  we agree with it 
or  not."  

T his  case dramatically underscores  the urgent need 
for  passage of S . 659/S . 1806, the " Protection of 
Lawful Commerce in Arms  Act."  

T he House vers ion of this  bi l l? H.R. 1036?was  passed 
las t Apr i l  by an overwhelming vote of 285-140, and 
has  the support of the White House. 

Yet, despite as surances  of a timely vote and broad 
bipar tisan support, S . 659/S . 1806 has  become 
s tal led in the S enate. T hanks  to the dedicated 
gras s roots  effor ts  of mil l ions  of NRA members  and 
gun owners  acros s  the country, S . 659/S . 1806 is  
now widely acknowledged as  having enough votes  to 
overcome a fi l ibus ter  by anti-gun S enators . But we 
can` t s top a fi l ibus ter  unti l  one s tar ts , and the 
process  can` t begin unti l  the bi l l  reaches  the S enate 
floor  for  debate. 

On November  6, pro-gun leaders  in the S enate 
attempted to br ing the bi l l  to the floor  with a 
proposed " consent agreement"  to govern the length 
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of debate and the number  of amendments  each s ide 
could order . Anti-gun S enators  sent their  
representative to the floor  to obj ect. After  much 
discus s ion, and fai l ing to gain " consent,"  S enate 
leaders  moved to other  bus ines s , but vowed to br ing 
S . 659/S . 1806 to a vote ear ly next year , without 
regard to the obj ections  from the anti-gun corps . 
T hat sets  us  up for  a ful l-blown brawl in the new 
year . 

I n the end, it al l  boi ls  down to politics , but you can 
help break the logj am. I n the coming weeks , your  
S enators  wi l l  l ikely be traveling around your  s tate, 
holding town hall  meetings , where they can repor t 
on what they` ve been doing in Washington, and 
take ques tions  from their  cons tituents . T hese 
meetings  offer  a tremendous  opportunity for  you to 
personally voice your  s trong support for  S . 659/S . 
1806. Your  S enators  need to know that this  bi l l  is  
about saving j obs  and protecting our  r ights . I f you 
can` t attend a meeting, send a letter , an e-mail, or  
make a phone call  to your  S enators`  offices . T el l  
them it` s  time to s top playing politics  with the 
S econd Amendment. Urge them to ful ly support S . 
659/S . 1806 without any anti-gun amendments !  Ask 
them to do everything in their  power  to end these 
mer itles s  lawsuits  and ensure that this  es sential 
legis lation is  approved as  wr itten. T el l  them it` s  
time to pass  S . 659/S . 1806! Make no mis take?with 
your  help, we wil l  win this  fight and see this  cr itical 
legis lation s igned into law. 

I n addition, please contact your  S enators  and your  
U.S . Representative and urge them to cosponsor  and 
support S . 1414 and H.R. 3193?the S enate and 
House vers ions  of the " Dis tr ict of Columbia Personal 
Protection Act."  T his  important legis lation seeks  to 
res tore the cons titutionally-guaranteed S econd 
Amendment r ights  of the res idents  of the Dis tr ict of 
Columbia, which has  once again reclaimed the title 
of " murder  capital"  of the United S tates . 

F inal ly, please continue to urge your  U.S . 
Representative and S enators  to oppose cur rent 
legis lation seeking to expand the 1994 Clinton gun 
ban?H.R. 2038, S . 1431, and S . 1034. You can find 
contact information for  your  elected officials  by us ing 
the " Wr ite Your  Representatives "  tool at 
www.NRAI LA.org, or  you can call  your  U.S . S enators  
at (202) 224-3121 and your  U.S . Representative at 
(202) 225-3121.  

L E GAL  VI NDI CAT I ON I N CAS E  OF  P OL I T I CAL  
COR R E CT NE S S  R U N AMOK  

NRA member  Alan Newsom, a seventh grade s tudent 
in Virginia` s  Albemar le County Public S chool sys tem, 

recently received legal vindication in a case of 
pol itical cor rectness  run amok.  

A lawsuit fi led by the NRA Civi l  Rights  Defense Fund 
on behalf of Newsom charged that Newsom` s  Fir s t 
Amendment r ights  were violated when his  school 
banned him from wear ing an NRA Youth S por ts  
S hooting Camp T - shir t that he had received after  
attending an NRA-sponsored fi rearm safety camp. I n 
a unanimous  decis ion, a three- j udge panel of the 
U.S . Four th Circuit Cour t of Appeals  reversed a 
previous  opinion by the U.S . Dis tr ict Cour t, and 
bar red the Albemar le County school dis tr ict from 
enforcing the dres s  code, which prohibits  its  
s tudents  from wear ing clothing por traying images  of 
fi rearms . T he cour t s tated that the dres s  code is  too 
broad and is  l ikely to be found uncons titutional.  

T aking a s tand on this  important is sue, Virginia 
Attorney General, Jer ry K i lgore (R) fi led an amicus  
br ief with the cour t, supporting NRA and Newsom. 
" We` re very pleased that the Four th Circuit has  
recognized a law-abiding s tudent` s  r ight to expres s  
himself in a way that is  nondis ruptive and  
nonoffens ive,"  said K i lgore spokesman T im 
Murtaugh. 

I n is suing this  rul ing, the Four th Circuit Cour t has  
sent a clear  message that political demagoguery in 
Virginia` s  schools  wi l l  not be tolerated. As  the case 
is  brought back to the Dis tr ict Cour t for  a ful l  tr ial, 
NRA wil l  continue to fight for  equal protection under  
the law. 

 


