
 
 
 
 

Allegheny County Sportsmen’s League 
Legislative Committee Report 

 
December 2005 � Issue 134 

 
ALLEGHENY COUNTY SPORTSMEN LEAGUE ON THE INTERNET http://www.acslpa.org 

                   Contacts: Legislative Committee Chairman, Kim Stolfer (412.221.3346) - activist@fyi.net 
                                        Legislative Committee Vice-Chairman, Mike Christeson - acslvchair@yahoo.com  
 

 
 

HB 1717, Citizen’s Rights & the Law 
 Domestic Violence is one of the most talked about 
issues in today’s media.  This is because virtually every 
group that is involved with societal issues is sooner or 
later drawn into this web of conflicting emotions, data, 
and beliefs.  Politics then becomes mired down by the 
contrast in desires to “do what is right” or “how can we 
make this work for us”. 

It is important that we understand that PA was the 
“first” state in the nation with a comprehensive domestic 
violence law and agenda beginning in the middle seventies 
(much like PA being the first state, beginning in 1934, 
with a comprehensive Uniform Firearms Act/set of laws). 

Anyone who has had “any” dealing with the actual 
issues in the domestic violence enforcement issues in PA 
is well aware of how and where the system is abused and 
how it abuses the average individual.  Virtually no 
tangible benefit could be claimed by anyone as to the 
worth of the old law except by how much injustice was 
imparted to, in most cases, men and how it actually failed 
women in need. 
  It was important to set the stage by the above so you 
would know that there has been deeply discordant voices 
rumbling for years about the abuses by the courts of the 
falsely accused from many directions and the inability of 
the courts to take effective action to protect those in need 
(not that the government actually has a responsibility here 
though).  Enter (former) Rep. Melissa Weber, Republican, 
in 2003 and her bill HB 2403.  This “horrible” legislation 
was the brainchild of the Pennsylvania Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence (PCADV). 

Remember this group's name well as they are 
permeated with anti-gun individuals! 
  The gist of this legislation is that the legislature was 
oblivious, as was the NRA, to the deep consequences to 
gun owners of this legislation.  Like the pay grab, the 
Governor and House leadership tried to run this bill in late 
2004 but much to the surprise of everyone in the 
legislature, PCADV and the media, grassroots PA gun 

groups, without ANY help from the NRA, joined together 
to educate legislators and blocked this legislation.  
Despite all the forces arrayed against us we fought this 
bill to a standstill.  FOAC also helped to inform the gun 
owners in Rep. Melissa Weber's district during the run up 
to the 2004 General Election as to her troubling effort on 
this legislation AND her unwillingness to communicate 
with us so that our concerns could be addressed.  She lost 
her reelection bid by just fewer than 500 votes. 
  This carried us into the new session (2005/2006) with 
the continuing drumbeat of the PCADV on this issue.  The 
difference is that NOW we had the attention of House 
leadership and thus commenced a prolonged effort of 
nearly 8 months of almost daily give and take on virtually 
every section of what now has become HB 1717.  We 
faced a climate in Harrisburg that forecast certain passage 
of some kind of domestic violence bill in this session 
(2005/2006).  Behind the scenes, the ACSL worked with 
Harry Schneider of the PSA, attorney Mike McCormick 
and House leadership to craft the very best language 
possible considering the forces arrayed against gun 
owners.  Who were they, for starters the PCADV then Ed 
Rendell, the Philadelphia Caucus, Philadelphia DA Lynn 
Abrams to name a few. 

1. It is important to make clear that the 
GREATEST problem in our experience and 
knowledge of this issue, domestic violence, is the 
standard of evidence (Preponderance of the 
Evidence) for the issuance of a PFA.  It is FAR 
too low and is actually the lowest standard 
available in the justice system.  

There are many good measures in HB 1717 such as a 
first for ANY state in this nation that an unjustly accused 
individual now can sue civilly for false accusations AND 
perjury charges can be instituted against manipulative 
spouses.  Also you have a choice of where your firearms 
are held by including 3rd party choices in their storage.  
There are many more important changes that we were able 
to negotiate.  But . . . . 
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  Problems with this issue remain the “low standard of 
evidence” AND the increase in the term of the PFA from 
the current 18 months to three years as well as several 
other substantial issues.  I want to make it extremely clear 
that we “FOUGHT” tooth and nail to change these points 
but were unsuccessful THIS time!  It is also 
EXTREMELY important to point out that gun owners had 
three tremendous champions in the House with us in this 
fight and they were Rep. Daryl Metcalfe, Rep. Teresa 
Forcier and Rep. Russ Fairchild. 

In light of this the grassroots gun groups of PA, after 
examining the final language and all of our options, chose 
“not to support OR oppose this legislation” like we did 
with our opposition to HB 2403.  HB 2403 was much 
worse and would have quickly become law in 2004 if we 
had not made a major effort to derail it.  We gutted most, 
but not all, of the adverse language in what became HB 
1717.  The PSA and ACSL did not oppose HB 1717 (and 
FOAC will ‘not’ use this legislation in grading 
incumbents) because the gains outweighed the negatives, 
but the PSA and ACSL did not support it because it 
contained some bad features and did not go far enough to 
correct the harms in existing law.  Representative 
Metcalfe's & Forcier's co-sponsorship also made sure 
that the no additional adverse changes were made without 
their/our knowledge, which was tried in the Senate at the 
behest of Gov. Rendell the first time Senate passage was 
attempted.   Were the gains worth it? 

Only time will tell!  Like other issues, it is pure 
conjecture as to what “would have happened” to this 
legislation IF we had not intervened, for surely HB 2403 
would have become law in 2004 and PFA law would be 
much worse and we would have none of the gains made in 
HB1717.     
  In retrospect, we have all seen what can be 
accomplished with citizen involvement.  Motorcyclist 
groups worked for two + decades for the successful repeal 
of the mandatory helmet law.  Citizen outrage forced the 
retreat on the pay raise and sent liberal anti-gun judge 
Nigro into early retirement.  IF 10% of the PA gun owners 
would give us a few hours of their time we could change 
the remaining problems in the domestic violence law by 
the end of the year.  The NRA was complicit in helping 
advance HB 2403 but, to their credit, was able to 
contribute, in a small way, to the negotiations over HB 
1717. 

It is, and will remain, our fervent desire to see the gun 
owners of PA awaken to the true extent of their collective 
political power and flex atrophied muscles to the point 
that we drive the debate on gun control where it needs to 
go. 
 

Gun Owners of America E-Mail Alert 
Phone: 703-321-8585 / FAX: 703-321-8408 
http://www.gunowners.org 
Tuesday, December 6, 2005 

House and Senate negotiators are reportedly close to 
hammering out differences on legislation that could 
greatly impact gun owners. 

You will remember that before the Thanksgiving break, 
legislators were trying to ram PATRIOT Act revisions 
through the Congress and onto the Presidents desk. 

Some of these revisions would improve the PATRIOT 
Act... some would not. 

Of greatest concern to gun owners is a provision in 
H.R. 3199 that would allow the FBI to obtain “firearms 
sales records.” 

The bill extends Section 215 of the PATRIOT Act and 
allows agents of the federal government to get “firearms 
sales records” which, in their opinion, are relevant to 
investigating terrorism. 

These records would be obtained from gun dealers, 
who are required by law to keep the gun purchase records 
(4473 forms). Thus, an anti-gun administration could then 
easily compile gun owner registration lists -- an enterprise 
which has often been a prelude to gun confiscation. 

Of course, more than just your gun purchase records 
are at stake. 

Financial and medical records, library records and 
much more are also open to FBI fishing expeditions. They 
don't have to get any prior approval from any court. 

This has led to concerns that the FBI is already 
infringing upon the rights of law-abiding Americans. 

Consider that the FBI -- because of a Freedom of 
Information Act request -- recently revealed that the 
amount of information that the agency has gleaned on 
private citizens has exploded since the passage of the 
original PATRIOT Act in 2001. 

The FBI has issued about 30,000 “national security 
letters” (NSLs) per year since the Act passed -- NSLs 
referring to a kind of administrative subpoena power 
where the FBI can get private records on individuals 
without a court order. 

Such power has led to tremendous violations already. 
According to The Washington Post, there have been 
several violations that are “serious enough that the FBI 
itself determined they must be reported to an executive 
branch agency called the Intelligence Oversight Board.” 

Clearly, there is a thirst in Washington for obtaining 
records on private individuals. And that is why we do 
NOT want the FBI soliciting information on gun owners 
from 4473 forms. The stakes are high in regard to passage 
of H.R. 3199. 
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The House-Senate agreement on the bill seemed to be a 
done deal last month, until outside groups (including 
GOA) and Republican Senators (like Larry Craig of 
Idaho) issued statements of opposition to the latest version 
of the bill. 

The several dozen organizations that have expressed 
concern over the bill span the political spectrum, and 
include groups such as the American Conservative 
Union, Gun Owners of America and Patriots to 
Restore Checks and Balances (which is headed by 
former Rep. Bob Barr). 

In all, there are six Senators who have threatened to 
lead a filibuster on the bill. Three are Democrats; three are 
Republicans. 

Right now, this is an issue that is of utmost priority in 
the Congress. “The Patriot Act is something that we are 
spending a lot of time on right now,” said Senate Majority 
Leader Bill Frist last week. “Our objective is to complete 
that... as soon as possible.” 

This bill is clearly on the fast track. It is rumored on 
Capitol Hill that negotiators are nearing a deal on H.R. 
3199. You can greatly help by making them aware that 
gun owners are closely watching what they do on the 
subject of “firearms sales records.” 

ACTION: Please ask your Representative and Senators 
to ensure that the words “firearms sales records” are 
deleted from the warrantless records provisions of H.R. 
3199. 

You can visit the Gun Owners Legislative Action 
Center at http://www.gunowners.org/activism.htm to send 
your Representative and Senators a pre-written e-mail 
message. 
 

Just In from the PFSC: 
The U.S. House and Senate recently passed budget 

reconciliation bills which they are now preparing to 
“conference”—or combine—into one final bill. Both 
contained a number of provisions which we are working 
hard to ensure don't make the final cut. 

These provisions could put millions of acres of 
treasured public lands up for grabs for dirt-cheap prices 
and slash farm bill funding for conservation programs. 

 If you hunt or fish or know someone who does, NWF 
has set up an online petition about the bad public lands 
provisions in the budget. It is somewhat of a companion 
petition to a sign-on letter of sportsman's groups currently 
in circulation as well.    

 To sign on, or just learn more about these bills: 
 http://action.nwf.org/campaign/budgetsportsmenpetitio

n20051130 
 For non-hunters and anglers just wanting to help out 

by contacting reps, click here: 
 http://action.nwf.org/campaign/budget20051122 

 

Gun Crime in Boston? 
Just BLAME northern New England 

Sunday, Dec. 4, 2005  
SHOOTINGS in Boston are up 28 percent over last year, 

The Boston Globe reported last week. One culprit the Globe 
singled out: New Hampshire gun laws.  

The paper noted that police have traced some guns to “New 
Hampshire and Vermont, where firearms laws are less strict and 
easy for criminals to manipulate.”  

Or, to put it another way, they have traced guns to New 
Hampshire and Vermont, where firearms laws are less strict and 
citizens have an easier time obtaining guns for self-defense. If 
our firearms laws are the cause of high gun crime, then why is 
most of the crime in Boston?  

Boston mayor Thomas Menino professes to be angered by 
the guns coming into his city and wants to meet with regional 
and national officials to “stop the flow of guns across state 
borders,” according to the Globe. That, of course, is impossible, 
but no doubt the mayor will try anyway. It beats taking 
responsibility for controlling crime in his own city.  

We can sympathize with frustrated Boston residents whose 
neighborhoods are terrorized by criminals bringing danger from 
out of state. Why, right here in New Hampshire we are 
witnessing an explosion in crimes fueled by heroin addiction. 
Dominican gangs based in Massachusetts are the predominant 
suppliers of heroin to New Hampshire, according to federal 
officials. Where are the Bay State officials outraged about drug 
dealers crossing state borders?  

In New Hampshire, we realize that citizens having ready 
access to guns is beneficial, as national data show that guns are 
used more often for defensive than offensive purposes. If Mayor 
Menino were to succeed in preventing guns from crossing state 
lines, he would effectively disarm many Massachusetts residents, 
thus making them more vulnerable to criminals. Just because a 
gun crossed a state line does not mean a criminal carried it over 
for criminal purposes.  

If Boston leaders really want to reduce gun-related crimes in 
their city, we have a suggestion. Forget the guns; catch and lock 
up the criminals. The guns aren't going to go out on the streets 
and shoot by themselves.  

Perhaps New Hampshire can help out, though. We could 
make a deal. We'll keep all our guns if Massachusetts keeps all 
its drug dealers. 
 
HIGH CALIBER MISTAKES . . . The Associated Press has 
issued a correction on a Nov. 25 story written by reporter Rose 
French that contained inaccuracies about the Barrett .50 caliber 
rifle manufactured by Barrett Firearms Manufacturing Inc. A 
discussion about the article and the concerns that Barrett Rifles 
had about it can be found at the Say Uncle Web site. The article 
turned out not to be a “business feature” as it was originally 
pitched but rather an anti-.50 caliber piece. Errors in the story 
included a false report that .50-caliber rifles were used to 
penetrate the armor of Iraqi tanks from a mile away, that the 
rifles were not useful in hunting because they would destroy 
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game meat and a false account of how Ronnie Barrett first built 
the rifle. 
 
N.Y. TIMES OP-ED SUPPORTS DEER HUNTING . . . The 
Sunday, Dec. 4, New York Times' popular “Week in Review” 
section carried an article on the ecological benefits of deer 
hunting. “For Environmental Balance, Pick Up a Rifle,” by 
Nicholas D. Kristof, points out that deer kill more humans each 
year than bears, wolves, cougars and other predators, primarily 
because of the road hazards they create. He also mentions ticks 
and Lyme disease and says that the answer to regaining an 
environmental balance is hunting. Citing figures from Families 
Afield, the program coordinated by the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation, the National Wild Turkey Federation and U.S. 
Sportsmen’s Alliance to remove unnecessary barriers that 
prevent young people from hunting under adult supervision, he 
acknowledges the difficulties in recruiting new hunters and 
concludes that “it’s time to reestablish a balance in the natural 
world—by accepting the idea that hunting is as natural as bird-
watching.” 
 
‘GUNS FOR CASH’ VIOLATES N.J. GUN LAWS . . . In a 
press release issued on Friday, the Association of New Jersey 
Rifle & Pistol Clubs stated that the “Guns for Cash” program 
scheduled for last weekend in Monmouth County appeared to 
violate state gun laws and help violent criminals escape 
prosecution and get rid of evidence. The official NRA state 
association claims that the anonymous turn-in of guns, which 
may involve transportation of firearms to the surrender location 
without a permit, is illegal, and points out other improprieties in 
the county prosecutor’s program. 
 
LEGISLATORS OBSERVE SUNDAY HUNTING—WITH 
A HUNT . . . The Maryland Legislative Sportsmen’s Foundation 
celebrated the third year of Sunday hunting being allowed in the 
state by hosting its annual deer hunt on the Sunday of 
Thanksgiving weekend. The 25 deer harvested were donated to 
the Maryland Farmers and Hunters Feeding the Hungry program, 
and the nearly $1,500 raised from the raffle for a Winchester 
shotgun will go toward the state Legislative Sportsmen’s 
Foundation’s continued work with the Maryland Legislative 
Sportsmen’s Caucus. 
 
USA TODAY FOCUSES ON THE BUSINESS OF 
HUNTING . . . USA Today, the nation’s largest daily 
newspaper, covered hunting from a dollars and cents’ 
perspective in “A-hunting we will go—after time at the spa” in 
its Nov. 30 edition. Coverage focused on the appeal of upscale 
hunting resorts and the pastime’s support from the mass market, 
evidenced by the many retail giants’ mushrooming destination 
stores. The article cited the eight percent growth of sales of 
hunting and shooting products, industry wide, from 2003 to 
2004, reflecting an increase to $2.9 billion, and it mentioned that 
additional tens of billions are spent on lodging, travel and other 
costs. The article also referred to the tremendous growth of the 
SHOT Show, offering a comment from NSSF president Doug 
Painter. 
 

Problems in Firearms Forensics 
TYRONE JONES is serving a life sentence, in part because 

of a microscopic particle that Baltimore police found on his left 
hand. At his trial for murder in 1998 the crime-lab examiner gave 
evidence that the particle was residue from a gunshot. He 
claimed Jones must have held or fired a gun shortly before his 
arrest. 

Jones denies this and still protests his innocence. His defence 
team is appealing the conviction, claiming that the science of 
gunshot residue (GSR) analysis is not as robust as the 
prosecution claims. 

Now, a New Scientist investigation has found that someone 
who has never fired a gun could be contaminated by someone 
who has, and that different criminal investigators use 
contradictory standards. What's more, particles that are 
supposedly unique to GSR can be produced in other ways. 

Forensic scientists often testify that finding certain particle 
types means the suspect handled or fired a weapon. Janine 
Arvizu, an independent lab auditor based in New Mexico, 
reviewed the Baltimore city police department's procedures 
relating to GSR. Her report concludes: “The BCPD lab routinely 
reported that gunshot residue collected from a subject's hands 
'most probably' arose from proximity to a discharging firearm, 
despite the fact that comparable levels of gunshot residue were 
detected in the laboratory's contamination studies.” The BCPD 
did not return calls requesting comment. 

Some specialists argue for a more cautious approach. “None 
of what we do can establish if anybody discharged a firearm,” 
says Ronald Singer, former president of the American Academy 
of Forensic Sciences and chief criminalist at the Tarrant county 
medical examiner's office in Fort Worth, Texas. 

Peter De Forest of John Jay College of Criminal Justice in 
New York goes further. “I don't think it's a very valuable 
technique to begin with. It's great chemistry. It's great 
microscopy. The question is, how did [the particle] get there?” 

GSR analysis is commonly used by forensic scientists around 
the world. In Baltimore alone, it has been used in almost 1000 
cases over the past decade. It is based on identifying 
combinations of heavy metals in microscopic particles that are 
formed when the primer in a cartridge ignites. The primer sets 
off the main charge, which expels the bullet. 

There is no standardised procedure to test for GSR, but the 
organisation ASTM International, which develops standards that 
laboratories can look to for guidance, has developed a guide for 
performing the technique that was approved in 2001. This states 
that particles made only of lead, barium and antimony, or of 
antimony and barium are “unique” to gunshot residue. The 
particles are identified using a scanning electron microscope and 
their composition analysed using energy-dispersive spectrometry. 

But recent studies have shown that a non-shooter can become 
contaminated without going near a firearm. Lubor Fojtásek and 
Tomás Kmjec at the Institute of Criminalistics in Prague, Czech 
Republic, fired test shots in a closed room and attempted to 
recover particles 2 metres away from the shooter. They detected 
“unique” particles up to 8 minutes after a shot was fired, 
suggesting that someone entering the scene after a shooting could 
have more particles on them than a shooter who runs away 
immediately (Forensic Science International, vol 153, p 132). 
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A separate study reported in 2000 by Debra Kowal and 

Steven Dowell at the Los Angeles county coroner's department 
reported that it was also possible to be contaminated by police 
vehicles. Of 50 samples from the back seats of patrol cars, they 
found 45 contained particles “consistent” with GSR and four had 
“highly specific” GSR particles. What's more, they showed that 
“highly specific” particles could be transferred from the hands of 
someone who had fired a gun to someone who had not. This 
doesn't surprise Arvizu. “If I was going to go out and look for 
gunshot residue, police stations are the places I'd look,” she says. 

“Someone entering a crime scene after a shooting could have 
more particles on them than a shooter who runs away 
immediately” 

Scientists using the technique are aware of the potential 
contamination problem, but how they deal with it varies. In 
Baltimore, for example, the city police department's crime lab 
protocol calls for at least one lead-barium-antimony particle and 
a few “consistent” particles to be found to call the sample 
positive for GSR. The FBI is more cautious. Its protocol states: 
“Because the possibility of secondary transfer exists, at least 
three unique particles must be detected...in order to report the 
subject/object/surface 'as having been in an environment of 
gunshot primer residue'.” So a person could be named as a 
potential shooter in Baltimore, but given the benefit of the doubt 
by the FBI. 

Even worse, it is possible to pick up a so-called “unique” 
particle from an entirely different source. Industrial tools and 
fireworks are both capable of producing particles with a similar 
composition to GSR. And several studies have suggested that car 
mechanics are particularly at risk of being falsely accused, 
because some brake linings contain heavy metals and can form 
GSR-like particles at the temperatures reached during braking. 

In one recent study, Bruno Cardinetti and colleagues at the 
Scientific Investigation Unit of the Carabinieri (the Italian police 
force) in Rome found that composition alone was not enough to 
tell true GSR particles from particles formed in brake linings 
(Forensic Science International, vol 143, p 1). 

At an FBI symposium last June, GSR experts discussed ways 
to improve and standardise the tests. The bureau would not 
discuss the meeting, but special agent Ann Todd says the FBI's 
laboratory is preparing a paper for publication that “will make 
recommendations to the scientific community regarding 
accepting, conducting and interpreting GSR exams”. 

Singer maintains that the technique is useful if used carefully. 
“I think it's important as part of the investigative phase,” he says, 
though not necessarily to be presented in court. But he adds: 
“There are people who are going to be a bit more, shall we say, 
enthusiastic. That's where you're going to run into trouble.” 

From issue 2527 of New Scientist magazine, 23 November 
2005 
http://www.newscientist.com/article.ns?id=mg18825274.300 

 

News Briefs: 
2005/12/07 Wisconsin Senate Passes Right-To-Carry Law 
Wisconsin is one step closer to becoming the 47th state to have a 
carry law on the books. Tuesday night, senators passed a bill 23-
10 that supporters believe will make the state safer.  
http://news.yahoo.com/s/wisc/20051207/lo_wisc/3107131 

2005/12/06 Amendment II: The Right To Bear Arms 
The Second Amendment serves two higher callings, writes Tom 
Moncure. On a practical level, armed citizens provided the 
ultimate security against enemies and tyrants, without the cost of 
paid government forces. On a philosophical level, the Founders 
knew that our ultimate success depended on the character of the 
people. George Mason wrote in the Virginia Declaration of 
Rights that “no free government, nor the blessings of liberty, can 
be preserved to any people, but by a firm adherence to justice, 
moderation, temperance, frugality and virtue.” 
http://fredericksburg.com/News/FLS/2005/122005/12062005/137382 
2005/12/05 Some Citizens Fear For Safety If Courts Uphold 
S.F.'s Gun Ban 
After a heated campaign brought the national debate over gun 
control to San Francisco, the city's famously liberal voters passed 
a law last month banning the sale, manufacture and distribution 
of firearms and ammunition within city limits. The measure, 
which takes effect Jan. 1, also makes it illegal for residents to 
possess handguns. And as that date approaches, handgun owners 
like Hurst are becoming increasingly fearful of the consequences. 
 http://sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/c/a/2005/12/05/HANDGUN.TMP 
2005/12/05 Anti-Gun Judge Allows New York City To Sue 
Gun Companies 
A federal judge in Brooklyn ruled yesterday that New York 
City’s lawsuit against gun manufacturers and distributors can go 
forward, despite new federal legislation devised to protect gun 
makers from such lawsuits. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2005/12/03/nyregion/03gun.html?adxnnl=1&adxnnlx=
1133616139-XiDQgaz9XMlQ5Y1QxjfwtQ&oref=login 
2005/12/02 Carry Bill Picks Up Key Support 
State Troopers are now onboard with Right-to-Carry. Casey 
Perry with the Wisconsin Troopers` Association hails an 
amendment to the bill, allowing officers to access permit 
information during traffic stops, and providing a penalty for cops 
who might use excessive force with permit holders. 
http://www.wrn.com/gestalt/go.cfm?objectid=4A756418-F614-485C-
81DF82B700EABDE5&amp;dbtranslator=local.cfm 
2005/12/02 Utah Seeks Expanded Spring Bear Hunt 
Utah wildlife officials are proposing moving black bear permits 
for 2006 from the fall to a spring hunt in an effort to protect 
females. http://www.sltrib.com/outdoors/ci_3267071 
2005/12/02 Easton police officer's gun still missing 
Smith told Palmer police he realized he left the gun there as he 
was driving back to the police station, less than five miles away. 
Detectives and officers still at the restaurant searched the 
restroom without finding the gun, which Smith believes someone 
stole. http://www.mcall.com/news/local/easton/all-
b3_3gundec02,0,4746327.story 
2005/11/30 Autistic 15-Year-Old Tasered, Arrested At 
Florida School 
A school resource officer is being accused of excessive force 
after using a taser on an autistic student. Now, that boy's mother 
says a misunderstanding has left her child confused and bruised.  
http://www.wftv.com/news/5435729/detail.html 
2005/11/30 Police ease rules on off-duty guns 
An old police tradition of requiring off-duty officers to carry 
their weapons -- “always armed, always on duty” -- is being 
scaled back in many police departments after the shootings of 
off-duty officers by colleagues who thought they were criminals. 
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http://www.washtimes.com/national/20051127-115545-
1382r.htm 
2005/11/30 NM Concealed-carry laws change today 
The state statute for concealed-carry licenses changes today, 
effectively widening the age range of those eligible to carry a 
concealed handgun in New Mexico. http://www.scsun-
news.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20051130/NEWS01/511300314/-
1/SILVERCITY 
2005/11/30 Compromise reached on weapons bill 
Police could check whether the owner of a car they stop is 
carrying a concealed weapon under a compromise that sponsors 
of a bill to let Wisconsin residents carry hidden weapons have 
reached with law enforcement groups.  
http://www.twincities.com/mld/twincities/news/local/states/wisconsin/13287093
.htm 
2005/11/30 Shooting To Ignite `Castle Doctrine` Fires 
In 2006, Mississippi lawmakers will likely be debating the old 
common law notion that a “man's home is his castle.”  Ex-
convict Marcus Rawls, 23, of Jackson — whose criminal record 
includes convictions on drug charges, burglary and receiving 
stolen property charges — was killed by a single gunshot wound 
to the head in the pre-dawn hours Sunday.  Rawls was released 
from prison in October.  Rawls was wearing a ski mask and 
gloves at the time of his death. 
http://www.clarionledger.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20051130/COL0412/5
11300316/1144 
2005/11/29 Canada: Liberal Spin On Guns Is A Crime 
It said everything voters need to know about Prime Minister Paul 
Martin and the Liberals. Yesterday, in the dying hours of 
Parliament just before an election is forced on them Monday, 
they tabled a bill to, wait for it, get tough on gun crime. 
http://www.torontosun.com/Comment/Commentary/2005/11/26/1324421.html 
2005/11/29 Legislator Wants To Reduce Minimum Age For 
Firearms Hunting To 12 
Twelve-year-olds could take part in next year’s deer hunt if a 
mid-Michigan lawmaker has his way. 
http://www.woodtv.com/Global/story.asp?S=4176775&nav=0Rce 
2005/11/28 Proposition H: Mythology Instead Of 
Criminology 
“San Francisco voters recently enacted Proposition H which 
confiscates all handguns and bans purchasing of all guns. 
Unfortunately this is based on the unfounded belief that the more 
guns in an area the more violence will occur,” writes Don Kates. 
http://independent.org/newsroom/article.asp?id=1621 
2005/11/28 Wisconsin Citizens Can Be Trusted 
“Sensible legislation proposed by Sen. Dave Zien and Rep. Scott 
Gunderson deserves to become law, because Wisconsin residents 
deserve to fully enjoy their rights under a very matter-of-fact 
1998 state constitutional amendment that says: “The people have 
the right to keep and bear arms for security, defense, hunting, 
recreation or any other lawful purpose,”“ writes Dave Workman. 
http://www.sheboygan-
press.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20051127/SHE06/511270364/1109/SHEo
pinion 
2005/11/23 Five States' Concealed Handgun License Holders 
Qualify for Recognition by Texas! 
Attorney General Greg Abbott (R) has determined that the 
following five states Concealed Handgun License (CHLs) 
holders qualify for recognition by Texas: California, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, New Jersey, and Washington. 
http://www.nraila.org/CurrentLegislation/Read.aspx?ID=1820 

2005/11/22 Animal Rights Terrorists Threaten Our Safety 
Animal rights terrorists have won a battle in New York, and all it 
took was a few gallons of paint and a little trespassing. 
http://www.townhall.com/opinion/columns/CamEdwards/2005/11/21/176392.ht
ml 
 

2006 PENNSYLVANIA 
YOUTH EDUCATION SUMMIT 

Date: April 6-9 2006 Place: Harrisburg, PA 
Cost: Free (Funded by PA Friends of the NRA) 
Who: Sophomore or Juniors in High School 
Qualifications: Good Academic Standing (min.-3.0) 
Contact: 
Eastern PA Field Rep  Western PA Field Rep 
Kory Enck 717-665-0600  Tom Baldrige 724-861-0447 
or email kenck@nrahq.org or email tbaldrige@nrahq.org 
*-Applications due by February 15 2006 
 

“Remember democracy never lasts long.  It soon 
wastes, exhausts, and murders itself.  There never was 
a democracy yet that did not commit suicide.”  -- 
John Adams (letter to John Taylor, 15 April 1814) 
Reference: Original Intent, Barton (335); original The 
Works of John Adams, C.F. Adams, ed., vol. 6 (484) 

(The RULE of the above is that America is a 
“REPUBLIC”!) 


