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ACSL Lawsuit Against PSP to Be Heard on 
March 3, 2003 

 
As  reported last m onth, the Pennsylvania Suprem e 
Court has  ordered oral argum ents  in the ACSL's  
app eal of the Comm onwealth court decision in our  
suit against t he PSP's  regist ry of f irearm s  owners. 
The court ordered those argum ents  to take place in 
Pitt sburgh, Pennsylvania on March 3, 2003, 2003 at 
9: 00 AM in the Suprem e Court Court roo m in the City 
County Building on Grant St ree t .  
 
Soo n after  the above cor respondence reached our  
att orney's  desk we received a copy of a m ot ion fi led 
by the Brady Cam paign asking that t wo o ut of state 
lawyers  be adm itt ed to the Pennsylvania Bar. The 
m ot ion, cal led a Pro-Hac-Vice m ot ion is  fi led by 
another  att orney who is  a m em ber  of the 
Pennsylvania Bar  to ask the court t o adm it an out -
of-state att orney(s) to the Pennsylvania Bar  for  the 
purpose of m aking oral argum ents  on a part icular  
case the court is  hearing. That case, of course, is  the 
ACSL's  lawsuit against t he State Police regist ry.  
The att orney m aking the m ot ion is  Daniel R. Vine of 
the Brady Cam paign. His  m ot ion is  on behalf of two 
att orneys  from the law firm of Covington and Burl ing 
in Washington D.C., Mr. Christopher  Sipes  and Aaron 
Coo per  (See ACSL's  report The Road to the Suprem e 
Court  on our  web p age. 
 
While the m ot ion to adm it t o the Pennsylvania Bar  
wil l  in al l  l ikel ihoo d be granted the m ot ion to al low 
oral argum ent m ay not be so easy, however, no o ne 
would be surprised if the court granted the m ot ion. 
The m ot ion to ask the court t o grant oral argum ent 
was  also signed by the att orney for  the Pennsylvania 
State Police. I t is  reasonable to bel ieve that t hey was  
app roved by Ed Rendell's  new State Police 
Comm issioner  Jeff rey Mil ler. 
These legal m oves  certainly show that t he Brady 
cam paign is  pul l ing out al l  stops  to insure that t he 

state pol ice regist ry is  kept in place. I t is  also clear  
that t he PSP is  in bed with the Brady Cam paign’s  
agenda.   
 
Fortunately the court would have none of this  
nonsense. On February 4, 2003 we received a copy 
of the order  of the court t hat t his  m ot ion was  
denied. 
 
We are pleased that t he court t oo k this  act ion. This  
is  an issue between Pennsylvanians, and outside 
interference should not be perm itt ed.  
 
Knowing that t he PSP agenda is  the sam e as  the 
Brady Cam paign’s  it is  very im portant t hat everyone 
who supp orts  our  posit ion be in the court roo m on 
March 3, 2003. I f you are going to att end it is  
im portant t hat you dress  app ropriately and be in the 
court roo m before 9: 00 AM. No signs  please!  
 

Pennsylvania Attorney General Agrees to 
Review Gun Buy Back 

 
I n Decem ber  we sent a com plaint t o Att orney 
General Mike Fisher  to review the conduct of Goo ds  
for  Guns.   On February 6, 2003 we phone the AG’s  
off ice to find out t he status  of our  com plaint .  We 
have again fol lowed up our  com plaint with a phone 
cal l  to the AG’s  off ice.  As  of this  date we have not 
heard from Att orney General Mike Fisher. 
 

Michigan Attorney General Announ ces 
Reciprocity Agreement with Pennsylvania is 

Poss ible. 
 
The Att orney General of the state of Michigan has  
updated his  web site announcing that reciprocity 
with Pennsylvania was  possible.  
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According to the Michigan Attorney General ’s  web 
page, “S everal s tates  have indicated that they wil l  
recognize Michigan permit upon entry of a 
reciprocity agreement. T hose are Ar izon a, 
Mis sis sipp i , Penn sy lv an ia,  and W est  Vi r g in ia .  We 
have advised those s tates  that we wish to enter  into 
such agreements  and wil l  s ign them as  soon as  they 
are received.” 
 
We have contacted the AG’s  office and asked 
whether  Pennsylvania wil l  enter  into reciprocity with 
Michigan.  We were told that because the attorney 
respons ible for  this  agreement has  left the AG’s  
office, we would have to wait unti l  his  replacement is  
brought up to speed. 
 

CALIFORNIA’S AG LOCKYER FINALLY 
REPORTS 

BALLISTIC "FINGERPRINTING" FLAWED 
 

I nitial California Attorney General Lockyer  refused to 
agree with the initial California Department of 
Jus tice s tudy that found Ball is tic Fingerpr inting not 
feas ible as  a law enforcement tool.  Lockyer  then 
enl is ted the help of renowned, independent forens ic 
scientis t and fi rearms  examiner  Dr . Jan De Kinder  of 
the National I ns titute for  Forens ic S cience in Belgium 
to analyze the technology.  According to a repor t in 
the Oakland T r ibune " T he technology doesn't yet 
ex is t to enable California to track the ball is tic 
" fingerpr ints "  of every fi rearm made and sold in the 
s tate, Attorney General B i l l  Lockyer  said Wednesday 
in a repor t based on s tudies  at the center  of the 
national gun control debate. 
 
S ee the ACS L’s  Web S ite for  copies  of the California 
S tudies . Also, see NRA’s  repor t on the s tudy fur ther  
on in this  repor t. 
 

Gun L egislation Introdu ced in Harr isburg. 
 

Anti-gun legis lation is  ar r iving in the Electronic B i l l  
Room in Har r isburg r ight on Que.  S o far  the 
fol lowing bi l ls  have been introduced. 
 
HB  1 8 5  By Forcier -  T his  bi l l  wi l l  res tore the r ight of 
al l  s tate employees  with CCW’s  to car ry fi rearms . –  
ACS L S upport 
 
HB  2 4 2  By B ishop –  T his  bi l l  wi l l  require fi rearms  
training at a PS P approved training coarse before the 
CCW is  is sued. –  ACS L Opposed 
 
HB  2 4 3  By B ishop –  T his  bi l l  wi l l  require that dealer  
regis ter  the purchaser  of al l  shotgun, r i fle and 
handgun ammunition with the PS P.  – ACS L Opposed 

 
HB  2 4 6  By B ishop –  T his  bi l l  wi l l  require every 
handgun be equipped with a tr igger  lock. I n addition 
the bi l l  would es tablish a Bal l is tic Fingerpr inting 
database.  ACS L Opposed. 
 
HR  1 5  Pas sed the House 199-1. Hear ing should 
begin this  spr ing and summer .  T he final repor t is  
due the General As sembly by November  30, 2003. 
 

NRA-ILA Grassroots Alert 
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CONGRES S  BACK  I N SES SI ON 

T he 1 0 8 t h Con g r es s convened this  week, and while 
it is  unl ikely any fi rearm- related bi l ls  wi l l  be taken 
up for  cons ideration in either  chamber  dur ing the 
fi r s t few weeks  of congres s ional action, your  NRA-
I LA expects  another  busy federal legis lative 
schedule. 

Although anti-gun extremis ts  los t several key 
pos itions  of power  in the U.S. Sen at e  as  a result of 
our  success  in las t year ’s  elections , we can anticipate 
they wil l  continue to promote their  gun-ban agenda 
as  aggres s ively as  they have in the pas t. T he gun-
ban lobby wil l  continue to attack the S econd 
Amendment, and these anti- freedom zealots  wi l l  
pres sure their  mos t ardent supporter s—the 
Schu m er s ,  Clin t on s ,  Fein st e in s ,  and Kenn ed y s  of 
the wor ld—to do their  anti-gun bidding. 

Res t as sured that NRA wil l  continue to oppose the 
extremis t agenda of gun-ban advocates  whenever  
and wherever  it should ar ise, but we also look 
forward to working with our  al l ies  in Congres s  to 
promote pro-gun reforms . T here are many is sues  
that wil l  be cr itical to the preservation of the S econd 
Amendment that we anticipate wil l  be brought up 
dur ing this  Congres s—including protecting gun 
manufacturers  from reckles s  lawsuits . We wil l  need 
your  help if we hope to succeed in promoting our  
pro-gun agenda. Be sure to s tay informed of the 
lates t developments  in our  effor ts  to protect our  
Right to Keep and Bear  Arms  through our  weekly 
Gr as sr oo t s  Aler t ,  and encourage other  pro-gun 
advocates  to get more involved with our  effor ts  to 
defend the S econd Amendment. Working together , 
we can ensure the r ights  of law-abiding gun owners  
wil l be protected for  generations  to come! 

PRO- GUN COMM UNI TY 
TO LOSE  KEY ADVOCATE  I N SENATE 



 
 

Page 3 
U .S . S enat or  Z el l  Mil ler  (D-Ga.), the mos t vocal 
Democrat in the U.S . S enate who supports  our  Right 
to Keep and Bear  Arms , announced this  week that 
he wil l  not seek reelection in 2004. Mil ler  has  
cons is tently broken ranks  with the anti-gun leaders  
of his  par ty, s teadfas tly refus ing to support anti-gun 
effor ts  throughout his  career . Las t year , S enator  
Mil ler  spoke pass ionately about his  support of law-
abiding gun owners  at NRA’s  Annual B anquet  in 
R eno, Nev . ,  and he was  a key sponsor  of the 
S enate’s  vers ion of reckles s  lawsuit preemption 
dur ing the las t Congres s . Although it is  unfor tunate 
we wil l  lose such a s taunch supporter  in two years , 
we look forward to working closely with S enator  
Mil ler  dur ing this  Congres s . 

F I NAL  CH AP T E R  F OR  B E L L E S I L E S ’ 

I t would seem that the saga over  Michael 
B el les i les ’s  " Ar ming Amer ica" — the book that 
pedaled the absurd notion that fi rearms  ownership 
was  not widespread in Amer ica before 1840— may be 
coming to an end with the announcement that his  
publisher  wil l  no longer  sel l  his  book. After  the 
" research"  that was  the bas is  for  this  book had been 
widely discredited by his  peers , a scathing cr iticism 
of his  work by an independent committee led to his  
res ignation from E mor y U niver s i t y.  S hor tly 
thereafter , the B ancr of t  P r iz e Bel les i les  was  
awarded for  his  work in " Arming Amer ica"  was  
revoked, and the author  was  asked to return the 
$4,000 cash pr ize that accompanied the award. And 
the lates t blow came on January 7, when the 
As s ociat ed P r es s  (AP) repor ted publisher  Alf r ed A. 
K nopf  wi l l  s top pr inting the book. Bel les i les ’s  editor , 
Jane Gar r et t ,  told AP this  week, " We are in the 
process  of ending our  contractual ar rangement with 
Michael for  ‘Arming Amer ica.’"  Gar rett indicated the 
publisher  found Bel les i les ’s  proposed revis ions  
inadequate. I t would be hard to come up with a 
more appropr iate ending for  this  par ticular  book. 

W H O AR E  YOU  CAL L I NG S T U P I D ’ 

Michael Moor e,  the anti-gun fi lm maker  (" B ow ling 
f or  Columbine" ) and author  (" S t upid W hit e 
Men " ), seems  to be making himself unwelcome in 
England. F OXNew s .com  repor ted on January 8 that 
a columnis t for  T he I ndependent ,  a London 
newspaper , accused Moore of cr iticiz ing the 
passengers  aboard the airplanes  hi j acked on 
S eptember  11. Columnis t Yas min Al ibhai-B r ow n  
wrote, " Moore went into a rant about how the 
passengers  were scaredy-cats  because they were 
mos tly white,"  dur ing a per formance of Moore’s  
s tage show, " Michael Moo re -  Live! "  Al ibhai-Brown 
also s tated that Moore continued by claiming, " I f the 
passengers  had included black men ... those ki l ler s , 

with their  puny bodies  and unimpres s ive small 
knives , would have been crushed by the dudes , who 
as  we al l  know take no dis respect from anybody .  
God save us  from such s tupid white men...."  Wil l  
Moore have the audacity to malign the innocent 
victims  of the ter ror is t attacks  of S eptember  11 as  
par t of his  show, not to mention promote such a 
clear ly racis t opinion, here in Amer ica’ Only time wil l  
tel l ,  but his  racis t rantings  about the victims  of 
ter ror ism are not the only problem for  Moore in 
England. 

FOXNews.com  s tates  that a repor t from the 
I ndependent  Movie Dat abas e claims  Moore also 
berated the s taff of the theater  hos ting his  show. 
" He repor tedly flew into a rage, verbally attacked 
everyone as sociated with the theater  because he 
thought he wasn’t being paid enough,"  the 
I MDB.com  piece claimed. According to the webs ite, 
an unidentified crewmember  s tated, " He completely 
los t the plot. He s tormed around al l  day screaming 
at everyone, tel l ing them how we were al l  con men 
and useles s . T hen he went on s tage and did it in 
public."  Moore eventually apologized, I MDB.com 
reported, and said, " A source repor ts  that Moore 
then packed his  bags  and flew to New York the next 
day without saying thank you or  goodbye to 
anyone."  Hardly the behavior  one would expect from 
someone who l ikes  to por tray himself as  an average 
guy working to help average Amer icans . S ounds  
more l ike Moore is  s imply your  typical, r ich el itis t, 
making mil l ions  in the enter tainment indus try, then 
preaching his  personal, anti- freedom agenda to 
anyone who wil l  l is ten. Perhaps  his  lates t antics  wil l  
lead to fewer  l is teners . 
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B R ADY B U NCH  P R OMOT E S  AGE NDA 
B Y E XP L OI T I NG T R AGE DY ONCE  AGAI N 

T he gun-ban lobby that now calls  itself the B r ady 
Cent er  or  B r ady Campaign—  although many s ti l l  
refer  to it by its  old name of H andgun Cont r ol 
I ncor por at ed (HCI )— held a pres s  conference 
yes terday to announce the lates t s tage in the 
group’s  effor ts  to promote political ly -motivated 
lawsuits  that attempt to hold gun makers  l iable for  
the cr iminal misuse of their  products . HCI  pres ident 
Mike B ar nes  and his  organization’s  lead attorney, 
Dennis  H enigan ,  revealed to members  of the media 
that the gun-ban lobby would expand its  haras sment 
campaign agains t law-abiding gun makers  to include 
trying to exploit las t year ’s  s tr ing of murders  and 
attempted murders  in the W as hingt on, D .C.,  area 
that John Allen Muhammad and John L ee Malvo 
have been charged with committing. 
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HCI ’s  suit seeks  to hold Bu sh m ast er  Fi r ear m s  I n c.  
respons ible for  at leas t two of the 10 murders  
attr ibuted to Muhammad and Malvo from las t 
S eptember  and October  s imply because the accused 
are charged with having used one of the company’s  
fi rearms . But Henigan acknowledged that 
Bushmaster  obeyed al l  of the countles s  laws  and 
regulations  to which it is  subj ect. Henigan claims  
that obeying laws  is  not enough, and Bushmaster  
mus t also take on the role of inves tigating every gun 
dealer  with which it does  bus ines s— a task already 
under  the purview of the Bu r eau o f  Alcoh o l , 
Tob acc o , an d Fi r ear m s  (BAT F), as  well  as  other  
law-enforcement agencies . Barnes  went even fur ther  
in spreading out blame, as  he implied Con g r es s,  the 
W h i t e Hou se ,  and the Dep ar t m en t  o f  Ju st ice  
were par tial ly respons ible for  las t Fal l ’s  murderous  
rampage. 

Of course, fr ivolous  suits  such as  this  are both a 
shameles s  abuse of the cour ts  and an attempt to 
circumvent the legis lative process . HCI  and other  
gun prohibitionis ts  are trying to use our  j udicial 
sys tem to dr ive the law-abiding fi rearms  indus try 
into bankruptcy by burdening them with the 
crushing cos t of defending their  safe, lawful products  
agains t an ons laught of baseles s  l i tigation. 
For tunately, the cour ts  continue to rej ect the absurd 
notion that gun makers  should be held respons ible 
when cr iminals  use fi rearms  to commit cr iminal acts . 
But yes terday’s  pres s  conference is  proof that the 
gun-ban movement wil l  continue to promote these 
baseles s  suits  and attempt to replace the rule of law 
with the rule of lawyers . 

I t is  because of this  abuse of our  cour ts  that one of 
NRA’s  top legis lative pr ior ities  this  Congres s  wil l  be 
the passage of reckles s  lawsuit preemption 
legis lation. I n the las t Congres s , bi l ls  prohibiting 
these predatory lawsuits  gained a great deal of 
support in both the House and the S enate, but time 
ran out before they could be given ful l  cons ideration. 

Please contact your  U.S . Representative and both of 
your  U.S . S enators  and urge them to support any 
upcoming effor ts  to pass  reckles s  lawsuit preemption 
legis lation that wil l  br ing an end to this  unwar ranted 
haras sment of law-abiding gun manufacturers . You 
can reach your  U.S. Representat ive by call ing (202) 
225-3121, and your  U.S. Senators  by call ing (202) 
224-3121. For  add it ional contact inform at ion, use 
our  "Write Your  Representat ives"  too l 
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LAW SUI T  PRE EMPTI ON 
REMAI NS  TOP  PRI ORI TY 

As  we repor ted in las t week’s  Gr as s r oot s  Aler t  
(Vol. 10, No. 3), the gun-ban lobby continues  to try 
to advance its  agenda of dr iving law-abiding gun 
manufacturers  out of bus ines s  with a campaign of 
promoting predatory lawsuits . T hese suits , pr imar i ly 
fi led by anti-gun big city mayors  working in col lus ion 
with the gun-ban lobby, have cons is tently been 
thrown out of cour ts , and eight have already met 
their  cer tain demise through either  final j udgement, 
legis lative prohibition, or  the l i tigants  s imply 
abandoning their  fr ivolous  campaign in the face of 
cer tain defeat. 

But while the los ses  continue to mount for  the 
r idiculous  argument that law-abiding gun makers  
should be held respons ible for  the cr iminal misuse of 
their  lawful products , the fi rearms  and ammunition 
indus try wil l  continue to bear  the crushing financial 
burden of having to defend itself agains t these 
predatory lawsuits  as  long as  this  reckles s  abuse of 
the cour ts  is  al lowed to continue. For  this  reason, 
one of NRA’s  top pr ior ities  dur ing this  congres s ional 
ses s ion wil l  be the passage of federal legis lation that 
wil l  prohibit these j unk lawsuits . We had tremendous  
success  las t year  gaining support for  bi l ls  in the 
House and the S enate, but time ran out before either  
could be given ful l  cons ideration. T he House bi l l  
(H.R. 2 0 3 7 ) ended up with 231 cosponsors , more 
than a maj or ity of congres smen, while the S enate’s  
vers ion (S. 2 2 6 8 ) ended up with 46 cosponsors , 
which is  almos t a maj or ity. Although no legis lation 
has  been introduced to date, it is  s ti l l  ear ly in the 
ses s ion, and NRA is  working with our  fr iends  in 
Congres s  to ensure that bi l ls  are introduced in each 
chamber  as  ear ly as  poss ible. T hir ty s tates  have 
enacted s imilar  legis lation. 

Please contact your  U.S . Representative and both of 
your  U.S . S enators  and urge them to support and 
cosponsor  federal reckles s  lawsuit preemption 
legis lation that wil l  br ing an end to this  unwar ranted 
haras sment of law-abiding gun manufacturers . You 
can reach your  U.S. Representat ive by call ing (202) 
225-3121, and your  U.S. Senators  by call ing (202) 
224-3121. For  add it ional contact inform at ion, use 
our  "Write Your  Representat ives" too l. 

MARTI N DENI ED PAROLE 

Ton y Mar t in ,  the Br itish farmer  convicted of murder  
for  ki l l ing a burglar  who had broken into his  home, 
was  denied parole, for  the second time, on January 
16. And while the Parole Board gave no reason for  
turning him down, a Br itish onl ine news  outlet, 
t elegr aph.co.uk ,  repor ted a fr iend of Martin’s  
al leged it was  because a probation repor t labeled the 
farmer  " a danger  to burglar s ."  Others  sugges t his  
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parole was  denied because Martin wil l  not expres s  
remorse for  his  actions . 

Martin gained international attention when he was  
convicted of murder  after  shooting two burglar s  who 
had broken into his  home in Augus t 1999, one of 
whom died. T he farmer ’s  isolated home in Nor f o lk ,  
En g lan d ,  had been burglar ized numerous  times  
pr ior  to the shooting. Although the general outcry of 
oppos ition to the treatment of T ony Martin 
throughout his  ordeal has  been heard around the 
wor ld, the Br itish cour ts  have offered l ittle rel ief. 
F ir s t, Martin’s  appeal of his  conviction on grounds  of 
self-defense was  denied, and then his  reques t to 
have his  case presented before the Hou se o f  Lo r d s  
was  rej ected. Even new forens ic evidence that 
supported Martin’s  tes timony wasn’t enough to 
war rant an acquittal, although his  conviction was  
reduced to mans laughter , and his  sentence reduced 
to five years . T he Nor folk farmer  should qualify for  
release in July, after  having served two- thirds  of his  
sentence. 

T he exper ience of T ony Martin is  j us t one s ign that 
things  have gone hor r ibly awry in England. Ever  
s ince the government began impos ing draconian 
res tr ictions  on the ownership of fi rearms , including a 
complete prohibition on owning fi rearms  for  personal 
protection, violent cr ime’especial ly fi rearm - related 
violent cr ime’has  been increas ing at an alarming 
rate. Now another  Br itish paper , T he E xpr es s ,  
repor ts  that burglar s  wi l l  not face any j ai l  time for  
fi r s t or  second convictions , and the police have 
determined they wil l  not automatically inves tigate 
repor ts  of burglar ies . T his  would seem to be a recipe 
for  an explos ion in home break- ins . I f cr iminals  can 
be secure knowing they won't face an armed 
homeowner , don't face the threat of any real 
punishment unti l  after  they are caught invading 
people's  homes  a couple times , and the l ikel ihood of 
them being caught at al l  is  diminished because the 
police won’t automatically inves tigate every case, 
what is  the real deter rent to breaking into someone’s  
home’ Cons ider ing mos t homeowners  have already 
been disarmed, then it sounds  l ike the Golden Age of 
Burglar s  is  about to begin in England. 
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RECKLES S  LAW SUI TS 
SUF FER  ANOTHER  CRUSHI NG BLOW  

T he gun-ban lobby’s  reckles s  lawsuit agenda was  
dealt another  devas tating blow on Monday, January 
27, when Palm Beach Circuit Judge Jorge Labarga 
threw out the November  2002 j ury verdict in the 
case of Grunow v. Valor . T he Palm Beach County 
j ury or iginal ly ordered Valor  Corporation, a fi rearm 

dis tr ibutor , to pay $1.2 mil l ion dollar s  in a suit 
s temming from the murder  of teacher  Bar ry Grunow 
in 2000. But Judge Labarga over turned the award, 
citing the fact that the j ury held the fi rearm used 
was  not defective, so Valor  could not be held 
respons ible when it had legally sold a lawful, non-
defective fi rearm. 

T he November  verdict was  one of the few pos itive 
moments  for  the gun-ban lobby’s  agenda of 
promoting predatory lawsuits  agains t the law-
abiding fi rearms  indus try. When the rul ing was  
or iginal ly announced, it was  hailed by the Brady 
Center ’former ly know n as  HCI ’as  a " landmark 
verdict,"  but an attorney working for  the Brady 
Center  responded to Labarga's  rul ing by saying it 
would not set legal precedent, repor ts  T he Miami 
Herald.  

Perhaps  he’s  r ight, as  there is  already plenty of legal 
precedent affi rming that the fi rearms  indus try 
cannot be held respons ible for  the acts  of cr iminals  
when they use a lawful, non-defective fi rearm to 
commit violent cr imes . But despite the fact that anti-
gun extremis ts  continue to suffer  crushing defeat 
after  crushing defeat in their  ques t to place blame 
on gun makers  for  the acts  of cr iminals , there is  no 
doubt they wil l  not abandon their  fr ivolous  l i tigation. 
T heir  ultimate goal, after  al l ,  is  to dr ive gun makers  
into bankruptcy. And while the cour ts  continually 
rej ect their  suits , they can s imply try to achieve their  
goal by saddling the indus try with the crushing 
financial burden of defending itself agains t countles s  
predatory lawsuits . 

For  this  reason, one of NRA's  top pr ior ities  dur ing 
this  congres s ional ses s ion is  the passage of federal 
legis lation that wil l  prohibit these j unk lawsuits . We 
had tremendous  success  las t year  gaining support 
for  bi l ls  in the House and the S enate, but time ran 
out before either  could be given ful l  cons ideration. 
T he House bi l l  (H.R. 2037) ended up with 231 
cosponsors , more than a maj or ity of congres smen, 
while the senate’s  vers ion (S . 2268) ended up with 
46 cosponsors , which is  almos t a maj or ity. Although 
no legis lation has  been introduced to date, it is  s ti l l  
ear ly in the ses s ion, and NRA is  working with our  
fr iends  in Congres s  to ensure that bi l ls  are 
introduced in each chamber  soon. T hir ty s tates  have 
enacted s imilar  legis lation. 

Please contact your  U.S . Representative and both of 
your  U.S . S enators  and urge them to support and 
cosponsor  federal reckles s  lawsuit preemption 
legis lation that wil l  br ing an end to this  unwar ranted 
haras sment of law-abiding gun manufacturers . You 
can reach your  U.S . Representative by call ing (202) 
225-3121, and your  U.S . S enators  by call ing (202) 
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224-3121. For  additional contact information, use 
our  " Wr ite Your  Representatives "  tool at 
www.NRAI LA.org. 

AG LOCKYER  FI NAL LY REPORTS 
BAL LI STI C " FI NGERPRI NTI NG"  FLAW ED 

California Att orney General Bi l l  Lockyer  (D) has  
final ly acknowledged what NRA has  been saying for  
som e t im e'any bal l ist ic " fingerprint ing"  schem e 
im plem ented today would be flawed and 
unworkable. I n h is  report , released on Wednesday, 
January 29, Lockyer  said, " [ O] ur  analysis  concludes  
that t oday's  technology is  not yet adequate to 
handle the volum e associated with add ing al l  new 
guns  to the database and st i l l  provide useful 
inform at ion for  invest igators."  And even though 
California's  ant i -gun AG fai led to m ent ion that such 
a database would also infr inge on the r ights  of 
m il l ions  of law-abiding Am ericans, his  
announcem ent should st i l l  help in efforts  to derai l  
the att em pt by ant i-gun ext rem ists  to waste m il l ions  
of tax-payer  dol lars  on what am ounts  to l itt le m ore 
than a schem e to register  guns  and gun owners. 

The Lockyer  report com es  after  what seem ed l ike 
several att em pts  to find a way to j ust ify establ ishing 
a bal l ist ic " fingerprint ing"  schem e. After  a study 
conducted by the California Departm ent of Just ice, 
Bureau of Forensic Services, exposed m any of the 
flaws  with such a database, Lockyer  had the results  
buried, then shopp ed around for  another  study. 
Lockyer's  DOJ turned to Dr. Jan De Kinder  of the 
Nat ional I nst itute for  Forensic Science in Belgium , 
but he also concluded a bal l ist ic " fingerprint ing"  
schem e would be ineffect ive as  a crim e fight ing too l. 
Faced with the overwhelm ing evidence, Lockyer  
conceded in this  week's  report t hat a bal l ist ic 
" fingerprint ing"  database is  sim ply not feasible as  a 
too l for  law enforcem ent . 

Unfortunately, we can ant icipate that m any ant i-gun 
ext rem ists  wil l  ignore the m ountains of evidence 
that expose bal l ist ic " fingerprint ing"  schem es  as  a 
waste of crit ical law enforcem ent funds  that can be 
bett er  spent on program s  that actual ly help fight 
crim e. I n fact , ant i-gun Senate Minority Leader  Tom 
Daschle (D-S.D.) has  int roduced S. 22, a bi l l  that 
includes  language cal l ing for  bal l ist ic 
" fingerprint ing."  And in the House, ant i-gun U.S. 
Representat ive Xavier  Becer ra (D-Cal.) has  
int roduced H.R. 24, which would also establ ish such 
a system . 

Please contact your  U.S. Representat ive and both of 
your  U.S. Senators  and urge them to o pp ose these 
bi l ls, as  well  as  any att em pt t o m andate a bal l ist ic 
" fingerprint ing"  schem e. You can reach your  U.S . 

Representative by call ing (202) 225-3121, and your  
U.S . S enators  by call ing (202) 224-3121. For  
additional contact information, use our  " Wr ite Your  
Representatives "  tool at www.NRAI LA.org.  
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HCI  " W HI STLE- BLOW ER"  
REVEALS  VERY LI T TLE 

The gun-ban lobb y announced this  week that it had 
reached a "watershed event "  in it s  reckless  lawsuit 
cam paign with the fi l ing of an aff idavit by what t he 
ant i-gun organizat ion cal ls  an " insider"  of the gun 
indust ry. Michael Barnes, the president of the Brady 
Center/ Cam paign (perhaps  m ore comm only known 
as  HCI ) praised the aff idavit from Robert Ricker, who 
has  had a rather  t ransitory caree r  with several 
organizat ions  involved with firearm s, as  an 
"explosive declarat ion."  Not surprisingly, however, 
the hype, as  well  as  the aff idavit it self, would app ear  
to be m uch ado about nothing. 

Barnes  and HCI  always  m ake lofty claim s  about t he 
significance of court cases  and what t hey portend for  
the future of the gun-ban m ovem ent , but t urn si lent 
when these " landm ark"  ant i-gun rul ings  are 
overturned and their  predict ions  fal l  flat . And if this  
ext rem ist organizat ion had paid any att ent ion to 
history, it m ight have thought t wice before relying 
on the statem ents  of a m an whose posit ions  seem to 
change with the wind. 

I n h is  aff idavit , Ricker  out l ines  a caree r  that included 
a brief st int with NRA in the early ‘80s, fol lowed by 
at least five caree r  m oves  over  app roxim ately eight 
years. Throughout m ost of the ‘90s, Ricker©s  aff idavit 
states, he worked for  him self as  a lobb yist , pedd ling 
his  services  am ong various  cl ients, including som e in 
the firearm s  indust ry. I n 1997, he secured a ful l-
t im e posit ion with the Am erican Shoo t ing Sports  
Council, I nc. (AS SC) , a group that represented the 
interests  of a sm all  segm ent of the firearm indust ry, 
and in March 1999, he becam e the AS SC©s Execut ive 
Director. Ricker  held that posit ion for  only four  
m onths, though, and the AS SC was  dissolved later  
that year. And while Ricker  goes  to great lengths  in 
his  statem ent t o create the im pression that he was  
once well- connected within the firearm indust ry, the 
crux of his  aff idavit is  to bolster  the gun-ban lobb y's  
absurd and fai l ing argum ent t hat law-abiding g un 
m akers  should be held acc ountable for  the act ions  of 
violent crim inals. 

Ricker  im plies  that t he ent ire firearm s  indust ry is  
ful ly aware of how violent crim inals  obtain firearm s, 
knows  what needs  to be done to stop this, but 
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sim ply refuses  to do so, and has  worked to "si lence 
others  within the indust ry,"  him self included, who 
have supp orted efforts  to capitulate to the dem ands  
of ant i-gun ext rem ists. He claim s  federal ly- l icensed 
firearm s  m anufacturers, im porters, and d ealers  
(FFLs) general ly turn a bl ind eye to, and d o l itt le to 
prevent , i l legal firearm sales. But t he aff idavit is  
sorely lacking in substance, and seem s m ore a 
fanciful tale created to supp ort t he reckless  lawsuit 
agenda. I n fact , the "reform s"  to the firearm s  
indust ry Ricker  claim s  should be done is  a m ir ror  
im age of what ant i-gun ext rem ists  have dem anded 
for  years, including several cal ls  to "reform " indust ry 
pract ices  to take on dut ies  that should be and are 
handled by the law-enforcem ent comm unity. 

I n response to Ricker©s  aff idavit , the Nat ional 
Shoo t ing Sports  Foundat ion (NS SF) , which actual ly 
represents  the firearm s  indust ry, released a 
statem ent  that read, in part , "Cont rary to Mr. 
Ricker©s  al legat ions, the indust ry has  a longstanding 
record of substant ive e fforts  designed to help ensure 
the safe use and responsible dist r ibut ion of it s  
products. Just last year, in a request for  dism issal of 
it s  lawsuit against t he indust ry, the City of Boston 
acknowledged firearm s  indust ry m em bers  `are 
genuinely concerned with and are comm itt ed to, the 
safe, legal and responsible sale and use of their  
products' after  an exhaust ive review of hundreds  of 
thousands  of docum ents  in alm ost t hree years  of 
l it igat ion."  

I n add it ion, in the case of Ham ilton v. Acc u-
Tek'another  predatory lawsuit prom oted by the  gun-
ban lobb y'the New York Court of App eals  held in 
Apri l  2001 that "Federal law already has  
im plem ented a statutory and regulatory schem e to 
ensure sel ler  " responsibi l it y"  through l icensing 
requirem ents  and buyer  `responsibi l it y ' through 
background checks."  Further, the rul ing rejected the 
"reform s"  to the firearm indust ry proposed by the 
plaint iffs  because of a fai lure to show how such 
changes  in m anufacturing or  m arket ing pract ices  
would reduce the crim inal m isuse of f irearm s, and 
because the court found the proposed changes  
would el im inate "a significant num ber  of lawful sales  
to `responsible' buyers  by `responsible' Federal 
firearm s  l icensees...."  The rul ing also concluded that 
the suit 's  dem and that m anufacturers  invest igate 
Federal firearm s  l icensees for  possible i l legal act ivit y 
was  "neither  feasible nor  app ropriate,"  not ing that 
" the plaint iffs' own law enforcem ent experts  agreed 
that t he m anufacturers  should not m ake any 
att em pt t o invest igate i l legal gun t raff icking on their  
own since such att em pts  could d isrupt pending 
crim inal invest igat ions  and endanger  the l ives  of 
undercover  off icers."  The reform s  rejected in 

Hamilton v. Accu-T ek  are, by and large, the sam e 
reform s  Ricker  claim s  can and should be 
im plem ented. 

Furtherm ore, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacc o, 
Firearm s, and Explosives  (BATFE) 'the federal agency 
responsible for  regulat ing FFLs  and ident ifying, 
invest igat ing, and ar rest ing people who knowingly 
sel l  guns  to felons, other  prohibited persons, and 
their  acc om plices'says  that t he vast m ajori t y of FFLs  
are law-abiding. And last week in Philadelphia, 
during the second annual nat ional conference of the 
federal governm ent 's  Project Safe Neighborhoo ds  
program 'a Bush Adm inist rat ion priorit y that t argets  
i l legal firearm possessors'BATFE told U.S. At torneys, 
law enforcem ent off icers, and professionals  in 
related fields  that FFLs  who del iberately violate the 
law are as  rare as  pol ice off icers  who do so. Many 
FFLs, BATFE said, bend over  backwards  to help the 
agency with it s  invest igat ions. 

So why would som eone HCI  describes  as  a 
"significant senior  off icial in the gun indust ry"  
sudd enly decide to ignore court rul ings, law-
enforcem ent off icials, and a posit ion he has  publicly 
stoo d behind for  several years, and now decide to 
throw his  supp ort behind an effort designed to drive 
into bankruptcy the indust ry he used to represent 
and claim s  he st i l l  supp orts' That 's  hard to say. The 
New York Tim es  reported on Tuesday, February 4, 
that "Mr. Ricker  said som eone in the gun indust ry 
needed to speak up about bad d ealers...."  But 
Ricker's  aff idavit im plies  he's  known about t he 
al leged problem and solut ions  since the early `90s. 
And he claim s  he has  been t rying to add ress  this  
" issue"  within the indust ry for  m ost of this  t im e. He 
seem s to have had plenty of opp ortunit ies  to com e 
forward with h is  posit ion, yet he has  not for  
app roxim ately a decade. 

At t he 1994 Gun Rights  Policy Conference (GRPC) , 
Ricker  represented the AS SC, and reportedly 
caut ioned that t he gun-ban m ovem ent would use 
the courts  to t ry to drive gun m akers  out of business  
under  the crushing financial burden of expensive 
legal fees. AS SC, at t he t im e, was  st i l l  adam ant ly 
opp osed to the ant i-gun ext rem ist agenda, and was  
paying Ricker  as  a lobb yist . Unless  he wanted to lose 
a paying cl ient , he app arent ly had to st ifle any 
fee l ings  he m ight have had that t he firearm s  
indust ry "encourages  and rewards  i l legal act ivit y."   

But AS SC's  posit ion softened, and the group seem ed 
to adopt t he st rategy that capitulat ing to the 
dem ands  of the gun-ban m ovem ent m ight som ehow 
be beneficial to the firearm s  indust ry. I n 1997, AS SC 
began working closely with Bi l l  Cl inton, the m ost 
ant i-gun president t his  count ry has  ever  had, and 
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the recipient of a l ifet im e achievem ent award from 
the gun-ban lobb y. AS SC was  clearly playing with 
fire t rying to befr iend ant i-gun ext rem ists  by 
supp ort ing som e of their  posit ions   

I n 1999, Ricker  ascended to the posit ion of AS SC 
Execut ive Director, and a Washington Post art icle 
from Apri l  25, 1999, quotes  Ricker, stat ing, "Our  
(AS SC's) posit ion r ight now is  that we are operat ing 
in concert and coo rdinat ion with the NRA."  With 
Ricker  in charge of AS SC, you would think he could 
let his  fee l ings  be known, and he could openly 
prom ote the "reform s"  he now claim s  he supp orted. 
But t he fact of the m att er  is  that , even if he actual ly 
supp orted such al leged reform s  at t he t im e, the rest 
of the indust ry certainly didn't . I f he had begun to 
prom ote them , he would have surely lost his  
posit ion. 

Unfortunately for  Ricker, he cont inued to play with 
fire by court ing the ant i-gun Clinton Adm inist rat ion. 
After  he agreed to app ear  with the President at a 
White House m ee t ing short ly after  the Colum bine 
t ragedy, those few gun indust ry cl ients  that had 
rem ained with AS SC gave up on the group's  tact ics, 
Ricker  resigned his  posit ion, and the organizat ion 
was  dissolved. 

With Ricker  out of a j ob, one would think it would be 
a perfect opp ortunity to speak out about t he indust ry 
reform s  he claim s  he supp orted. But Ricker  was  st i l l  
si lent . I n fact , j ust prior  to Ricker's  resignat ion from 
AS SC, he too k part in a discussion on gun cont rol 
put t ogether  by CNN. He defended indust ry pract ices  
num erous  t im es, stat ing, "This  indust ry has  nothing 
to do with why crim inals  comm it crim es  with guns. 
Our  indust ry is  highly regulated. We pay m il l ions  
and m il l ions  of dol lars  each year  in federal and state 
taxes, we em ploy thousands  and thousands  of 
individuals, and we are the m ainstay in m any states  
in their  state econom y. There is  no relat ionship 
between our  sound business  pract ices  and the 
crim inals  who m ay m isuse the products  we m ay 
m ake."  This  posit ion com pletely cont radicts  what 
Ricker  says  now, leading one to wonder  what is  the 
t ruth' 

But even if, for  the sake of argum ent , we acc ept 
Ricker's  statem ent t hat he t ruly felt t he "reform s"  
prom oted by the gun-ban m ovem ent should be 
adopted by law-abiding g un m akers, the quest ion 
rem ains, why did he rem ain si lent for  so long' After  
AS SC was  dissolved, and he was  no longer  em ployed 
by gun m akers, it would seem that he would be free 
to o penly prom ote these "reform s."  But Ricker  told 
the New York Tim es  he is  st i l l  "a consultant t o som e 
gun com panies,"  so perhaps  financial considerat ions  
kept him from supp ort ing a lawsuit agenda designed 

to drive his  cl ients  out of business. I t would be hard 
to im agine any gun m akers  cont inuing to seek the 
services  of Ricker  now that he is  t rying to bolster  the 
gun-ban lobb y's  fai l ing reckless  lawsuit cam paign. 
Maybe it actual ly too k around a decade for  Ricker  to 
final ly summ on up the "courage"  to com e forward 
with the views  he claim s  to have had al l  along. Or  
m aybe he sim ply sees  som e other  benefit , either  
financial or  otherwise, by spinn ing his  tale. Whatever  
the case, it seem s  unlikely that m any wil l  take 
seriously the al legat ions  of a m an who app ears  to 
have lost his  posit ion within the firearm s  indust ry 
when those he was  supp osed to represent sim ply 
lost confidence in h is  abi l it ies  to defend their  
interests. Most wil l  l ikely sim ply loo k at his  
statem ent as  the lashing out of a bitt er  m an at t hose 
he blam es  for  his  own fai lures. 

Ricker  is  in the news  today only because the ant i-
gun m edia el ite, as  sym bolized by the New York 
Tim es  and Los  Angeles  Tim es, find him a useful too l 
by which to advance the gun-ban agenda. And as  
the m edia prom otes  Ricker  as  a courageous  
"whist le-blower,"  don't loo k for  them to bother  
loo king into his  cont radictory statem ents, posit ions, 
or  m ot ives. 

Although Ricker's  aff idavit m ay prove to be relat ively 
insignificant , it is  because of such desperate 
att em pts  by the gun-ban lobb y that one of NRA's  top 
priorit ies  during this  congressional session is  the 
passage of federal legislat ion that wil l  prohibit t hese 
junk lawsuits. We had t rem endous  succ ess  last year  
gaining supp ort for  bi l ls  in the House and the 
Senate, but t im e ran out before e ither  could be 
given ful l  considerat ion. The House bi l l  (H.R. 2037) 
ended up with 231 cosponsors, m ore than a m ajorit y 
of congressm en, while the Senate's  version (S. 
2268) ended up with 46 cosponsors, which is  alm ost 
a m ajorit y. Although no legislat ion has  been 
int roduced to date, it is  st i l l  early in the session, and 
NRA is  working with our  fr iends  in Congress  to 
ensure that bi l ls  are int roduced in each cham ber  
soo n. Thirty states  have enacted sim ilar  legislat ion. 

Please contact your  U.S. Representat ive and both of 
your  U.S. Senators  and urge them to supp ort and 
cosponsor  federal reckless  lawsuit preem pt ion 
legislat ion that wil l  bring an end to this  unwar ranted 
harassm ent of law-abiding g un m anufacturers. You 
can reach your  U.S . Representative by call ing (202) 
225-3121, and your  U.S . S enators  by call ing (202) 
224-3121. For  additional contact information, use 
our  " Wr ite Your  Representatives "  tool. 
 


