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ACS L  L aw s uit  agains t  
P enns ylvania S t at e P ol ice  

 
We are s ti l l  awaiting a response from the PA 
S upreme Court on render ing a decis ion in our  case.  

 
L E GI L AT I VE  AL E R T !  

L E GI S L AT I ON ON T H E  MOVE  I N 
H AR R I S B U R G  

 
I t was  repor ted las t month that the fol lowing 
legis lation may be cons idered by the ful l  
Pennsylvania House of Representatives , and that is  
s ti l l  the case. 
 
H B  2 0 4 6  
 
HB 2046 has  passed the House of Representative on 
January 27, 2004 and has  been refer red to the 
S enate Judiciary  committee.  T his  bi l l  wi l l  delete the 
social secur ity number  from being required to be on 
a l icense to car ry.  Al l  members  should contact 
his /her  member  of the Pennsylvania S enate  and ask 
them to vote yes  on this  bi l l .  
 
S t at e R ep. E golf  t o I nt r oduce P r o-

gun L egis lat ion. 
 
Representative Al lan Egolf wi l l  introduce legis lation 
shor tly that wil l  require that the Pennsylvania S tate 
Pol ice pay any fees  or  charges  as sociated with the 
return of s tolen fi rearms  to the r ightful owner  if the 
fi rearms  where held as  evidence. 
 
According to Rep. Egolf, one of his  cons tituents  has  
a number  of fi rearms  s tolen from his  home.  T he 
police success ful ly captured the thieves  and 

recovered the s tolen fi rearms .  Mos t of the guns  
were immediately returned to the owner , but a few 
were kept for  evidence.  After  the thieves  were 
convicted, the owner  was  notified that he could 
retr ieve the remaining fi rearms  pursuant to the PS P 
newly enacted fi rearms  return policy.  Under  this  
pol icy, the victim mus t go to a local gun dealer  and 
pay a fee for  a background check.  I f cleared, he can 
then retr ieve his  proper ty.  Never  mind the fact a 
mos t of the gun were returned with out such a 
background check. 
 
T he bi l l  that Rep. Egolf wi l l  introduce wil l  require 
that the PS P pay for  any fees  or  charges . 
 

T iahr t  pr ovis ion r equir es  
des t r uct ion of  gun pur chas e 

r ecor ds  
 

L I B B Y QU AI D  
As s ociat ed P r es s  

W AS H I NGT ON - T he government wil l  des troy records  
on gun buyers  after  one day because of a provis ion 
Kansas  Rep. T odd T iahr t inser ted into the spending 
bi l l  that became law las t week. 

T he length of time for  keeping records  wil l  be 
shor tened from 90 days  to one day after  a gun buyer  
passes  a background check. 

F ir s t proposed two years  ago by Attorney General 
John Ashcroft two years  ago, the change is  a victory 
for  gun r ights  advocates  who argue that keeping the 
records  is  an invas ion of pr ivacy. 

Gun control advocates  say that des troying records  
immediately wil l  handicap effor ts  to keep guns  away 
from cr iminals  and others  who should not have 
them. 
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T iahr t said that when Congres s  required background 
checks  in the landmark Brady law, the intent was  to 
des troy records  at the ear l ies t opportunity. T he FB I  
check is  meant to keep guns  from being sold to 
felons , drug users  and others  bar red from owning 
guns . 

" For  us  law-abiding citizens , there is  no need to have 
this  database. I t is  a freedom is sue. I t is  a pr ivacy 
is sue,"  T iahr t said in an interview. 

He argued that guns  mis takenly sold to felons  can 
s ti l l  be traced through records  that mus t be 
maintained by federal ly l icensed fi rearm dealers . 

" I t's  not that the records  do not ex is t. I f a cr ime is  
committed, they can s ti l l  trace it back through the 
gun dealer ,"  T iahr t said. 

Opponents  of T iahr t's  provis ion say the records  
should be kept longer  because there are delays  in 
repor ting domestic violence res training orders  and 
other  prohibitions  to owning guns  to the National 
I ns tant Cr iminal Background Check sys tem. 

T iahr t said chances  are very low someone wil l  s l ip 
through the sys tem after  one day. 

" When you think about that out of 4 mil l ion 
transactions , a couple hundred were mis sed, we've 
got a pretty good sys tem,"  he said. " When you look 
at weighing how retaining the records  imposes  on 
law-abiding pr ivate citizens , I  think it's  a small, 
negligible r is k. T here is  no proof of any cr ime being 
committed by people that did have a fi rearm for  
some per iod of time when they shouldn't have had 
access  to it."  

Gover nor 's  advis or y council  t o make 
debut  

By Bob Frye 
TRIBUNE-REVIEW OUTDOORS EDITOR 
Sunday, January 25, 2004  

As  of tomor row, Gov. Ed Rendell 's  Advisory Council  
for  F ishing, Hunting and Conservation wil l  official ly 
be in place.  

Rendell 's  s taff has  been crafting the council  for  
several months . Robb Mil ler  was  appointed Rendell 's  
spor tsmen's  advisor  ear ly las t fal l ,  and he said then 
he hoped to have the council  together  and meeting 
before the end of 2003.  

T hat didn't happen.  

T omor row, though, Rendell , Mil ler , the council  
appointees  and others  wil l  meet for  the fi r s t time at 
the Governor 's  mans ion. S ome bus ines s  wil l  be 
conducted, though the event wil l  be more of a social 
gather ing than anything, Mil ler  said.  

T he idea is  to let the council  members  get to know 
one another  before they get down to bus ines s  at a 
" brains torming ses s ion"  being planned for  next 
month.  

" We're hoping to meet in February,"  Mil ler  said. " I  
don't see any reason why we can't."   

Mil ler  said the council  is , by des ign, " very diverse."  
I t includes  representatives  of hunting and fishing 
groups , boating organizations  and groups  l ike the 
S ier ra Club and Audubon S ociety.  

" A chasm has  become evident between the spor ting 
community and the broader  conservation 
community,"  Mil ler  said. " I  know this  Governor  is  
very interes ted in mending that."   

Mil ler  would not identify the members  of council  
before tomor row, and a phone call  to the Rendell 's  
pres s  office was  not returned.  

But according to several sources , the council  
appointees  are Andrew T alento, Ed Grasavage, John 
Plowman, Jeff Mulhol lem, Linda S teiner , Lowell  
Graybil l ,  Michael Prus s , Ralph S aggiomo, Robert 
Ging, Robert S chlemmer , T homas  K inney, Alan Krug, 
T imothy S chaeffer , Janet Nyce, Bernie Pauly, Car l 
S haffer , Donald Chiapell i ,  Ear l  Lynn, Edward 
Mascharka, Keith Henderson, Louis  Gilber ti ,  Nicholas  
Goretski, Char les  McPhedran, Patr ick McGurk, and 
Robert Bachman.  

T alento, of Pittsburgh, is  pres ident of the 
Pennsylvania Boating Association, and Grasavage is  
pres ident of the Pennsylvania Chapter  of the Quality 
Deer  Management As sociation. Plowman represents  
the s tate's  Hunters  S har ing the Harves t program, 
Mulhol lem is  editor  of Pennsylvania Outdoor  News , 
S teiner  is  an outdoor  wr iter  and Graybil l  is  pres ident 
of the Pennsylvania Federation of S por tsmen's  Clubs .  

Prus s  is  Pheasant's  Forever 's  Pennsylvania biologis t 
and S aggiomo is  pres ident of the Unified S por tsmen 
of Pennsylvania. Ging is  a Confluence attorney and 
former  Ralph Abele Award winner , while S chlemmer  
is  a Mur rysvi l le res ident and one- time candidate for  
the Game Commis s ion seat held by Roxane Palone.  

K inney is  a Waynesburg archer , Krug is  a former  
employee of the NRA I ns titute for  Legis lative Action, 
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S chaeffer  works  for  the Pennsylvania Environmental 
Council , and Nyce is  a S afar i  Club member .  

S haffer  represents  the Pennsylvania Farm Bureau 
and McPhedran is  from PennFuture, an 
environmental advocacy group.  

Mil ler  hopes  to have the council  meet several times  a 
year  at s ites  around the s tate. A por tion of each 
meeting would be open to the public.  

" I  am very hopeful of what we can accomplish,"  
Mil ler  said. 

Gr oup F or med t o Oppos e NR A 
Annual Meet ing I n Apr i l  

A gras s roots  group has  formed to oppose the NRA's  
Annual Meeting in Pittsburgh Apr i l  16-18, 2004.  
Call ing itself the " Confluence Agains t Gun Violence"   
they are planning protes t agains t the NRA claiming 
the NRA promotes  violence, bigotry and racism.  
T heir  web s ite is  www.GoodByeNRA.org 

NR A-I L A Gr as s r oot s  Aler t s  
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OH I O B E COME S  3 7 T H  R I GH T -T O-CAR R Y S T AT E !   

After  a decade- long effor t, law-abiding citizens  of 
Ohio wil l  now be able to legally car ry a fi rearm for  
protection of themselves  and their  loved ones . On 
January 8, Governor  Bob T aft (R) s igned legis lation 
making Ohio the 37th Right- to-Car ry (RT C) s tate. 

T he Right- to-Car ry is sue had long been debated in 
the Ohio Legis lature, and many pas t attempts  had 
been s tal led or  ki l led. HB 12, the RT C legis lation, 
had languished for  weeks  while Governor  T aft 
threatened a veto. But on January 7, the bi l l  was  
passed in the House and S enate by overwhelming 
maj or ities  and with vir tual ly no debate, setting the 
s tage for  the Governor` s  his tor ic s igning. 

" T he Right- to-Car ry is  a proven cr ime deter rent and 
wil l  benefit al l  law-abiding Ohioans ,"  said NRA- I LA 
Executive Director  Chr is  Cox. " On behalf of NRA` s  
four  mil l ion members , I  would l ike to thank Governor  
T aft for  s igning Right- to-Car ry into law. I  would also 
l ike to recognize the support of Representative Jim 
As lanides  (R-94), the sponsor  of the legis lation, 
S peaker  Lar ry Householder  (R-91), S enate Pres ident 
Doug White (R-14), and al l  who voted for  this  
important self-defense r ight. As  always , the 

gras s roots  activism of thousands  of NRA members  
was  fundamental in achieving victory."   

Near ly two- thirds  of Amer icans  l ive in Right- to-Car ry 
s tates . Despite ominous  predictions  by gun-ban 
groups , s tatis tics  show that s tates  with Right- to-
Car ry laws  have s ignificantly les s  violent cr ime. 
According to the FB I , on average, Right- to-Car ry 
s tates  have a 24%  lower  violent cr ime rate than 
s tates  without the self-protection law. I n 2003, 
Right- to-Car ry laws  were enacted in New Mexico, 
Colorado, Minnesota, and Mis sour i . 

R ight  T o Car r y VI CT OR Y I N NE W  ME XI CO 

I n a tremendous  victory for  New Mexico` s  law-
abiding citizens , the S tate S upreme Court ruled this  
week that the Right- to-Car ry law is  val id under  the 
s tate cons titution. T he Cour t denied gun control 
advocates `  petition to have the Act declared 
uncons titutional, and refused to is sue a s tay 
preventing the Department of Public S afety from 
implementing the law and is suing permits . T he Cour t 
wi l l  provide a wr itten opinion at a later  date. 
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W I S CONS I N F I GH T S  F OR  R I GH T -T O-CAR R Y  

As  repor ted in the November  21, 2003, is sue of the 
Grass roots  Aler t, despite the support of the maj or ity 
of the legis lature, rank and fi le pol ice officers , and 
the people of Wiscons in, on November  18, Governor  
Jim Doyle (D) vetoed legis lation that would al low 
law-abiding Wiscons in citizens  the Right- to-Car ry 
fi rearms  for  protection of themselves  and their  loved 
ones . 

I t is  regrettable that Governor  Doyle does  not trus t 
his  law-abiding cons tituents  with the r ight of self-
defense. T his  is  common sense legis lation that 
requires  mandatory training, a permit from the 
sher iff, and a cr iminal background check. Even polls  
by Right- to-Car ry opponents  reveal that a maj or ity 
of Wiscons inites  support this  law. 

For tunately, the citizens  of Wiscons in have one more 
opportunity to let their  voices  be heard on this  vital ly 
important is sue. On January 21, the S tate Assembly 
and S tate S enate are scheduled to vote on the 
over r ide of Governor  Doyle` s  veto of the 2003 
Personal Protection Act.  

L E GAL  VI NDI CAT I ON R E VI S I T E D  

I n the December  5, 2003, edition of the Grass roots  
Aler t, we repor ted on the case of NRA member  Alan 
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Newsom, a seventh grade s tudent in Virginia` s  
Albemar le County Public S chool sys tem. A lawsuit 
fi led by the NRA Civi l  Rights  Defense Fund on behalf 
of Newsom charged that the s tudent` s  Fir s t 
Amendment r ights  were violated when his  school 
banned him from wear ing an NRA Youth S por ts  
S hooting Camp T - shir t that he had received after  
attending an NRA-sponsored fi rearm safety camp.  

On December  1, 2003, a unanimous  decis ion by the 
U.S . Four th Circuit Cour t of Appeals  reversed a 
previous  opinion by the U.S . Dis tr ict Cour t, and 
bar red the Albemar le County school dis tr ict from 
enforcing the dres s  code, which prohibits  its  
s tudents  from wear ing clothing por traying images  of 
fi rearms . T he Four th Circuit found the Albemar le 
school dres s  code to be over ly broad and l ikely 
uncons titutional under  the Fir s t Amendment` s  
protection of freedom of expres s ion. I t applied 
S upreme Court precedent in the landmark decis ion 
of T inker  v. Des  Moines  S chool Dis tr ict holding that 
" the dres s  code can be unders tood as  reaching 
lawful, non-violent, and non- threatening symbols  of 
not only popular , but important organizations  and 
ideals ."   

T o punctuate its  findings , the Appeals  Cour t noted 
that the code, as  wr itten, would prohibit clothing 
displaying the Virginia s tate seal, the musket- toting 
mascot of one of the counties  own high schools , 
images  showing support for  our  mil itary troops  
abroad, and the cros sed-sabers  logo of the 
Univers ity of Virginia. T he cour t s tated, " Banning 
support for  or  affi l iation with the myr iad of 
organizations  and ins titutions  that include weapons  
(displayed in a nonviolent and non- threatening 
manner) in their  ins ignia can hardly be deemed 
reasonably related to the maintenance of a safe or  
dis traction- free school."  T he cour t concluded by 
s tating " it is  evident that the . . .  Dres s  Code 
dis favors  weapons , displayed in any manner  and in 
any context, and potential ly any messages  about 
weapons . I t excludes  a broad range and scope of 
symbols , images , and political messages  that are 
entirely legitimate and even laudatory."  

T rying to regroup and recover  from this  defeat, the 
school sys tem subsequently fi led a petition for  an en 
banc rehear ing of the case before the Four th Circuit. 
On January 6, that petition was  denied, sus taining 
the Four th Circuit` s  rul ing that a Prel iminary 
I nj unction is  war ranted in the case. 

T his  rul ing bars  the school dis tr ict from enforcing its  
dres s  code as  it relates  to " non-violent, non-
threatening and lawful images  and messages  related 
to weapons "  pending a ful l  tr ial on the mer its . 

S T R ANGE  B E DF E L L OW S ? 

T he gun-ban group Amer icans  for  Gun S afety (AGS ) 
las t week announced that they had reached an 
agreement with S por ts  Author ity retai l  spor ting 
goods  outlets  to dis tr ibute AGS  mater ials  in 
company s tores . 

AGS  may be desperate to attract publicity to their  
fai l ing cause, but their  announcement was  met with 
surpr ise by the officials  at S por ts  Author ity 
respons ible for  the sale of fi rearms  and ammunition. 
T hese officials  later  repor ted to indus try contacts  
that any agreement reached with AGS  was  made by 
the previous  management of S por ts  Author ity and is  
no longer  operative. However , at this  time, NRA- I LA 
has  not received a specific disavowal of the AGS  
announcement. 

Res t as sured that NRA- I LA wil l  keep you appr ised of 
any developments  in this  evolving s tory. 
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VOT E R S `  VI E W S  ON F I R E AR M OW NE R S `  
R I GH T S  AND H U NT I NG 

T he highly respected research fi rm Z ogby 
I nternational has  conducted the fi r s t ins tal lment of 
its  2004 Z ogby Values  Pol l ,  surveying 1,200 voters  
nationwide on is sues  that included firearms  and 
hunting. Working with the T ower  Center  for  Pol itical 
S tudies  at S outhern Methodis t Univers ity and the 
O` Leary Report, Z ogby` s  ques tions  interes tingly 
examine differences  in thinking between people 
l iving in the s tates  that voted for  George Bush in 
2000 (Red s tates ) and Al Gore (B lue s tates ). 

Voters  were asked:  " Do you agree or  disagree that 
Amer ican fi rearm manufacturers  who sel l  a legal 
product that is  not defective should be al lowed to be 
sued if a cr iminal uses  their  products  in a cr ime?"  

Voters  in both Red and B lue s tates  s trongly oppose 
such lawsuits?74%  of the former  and 72%  of the 
latter . I n fact, a maj or ity in every demographic 
group opposed the lawsuits ;  the mos t s trongly 
opposed, at 83% , were cur rent members  of the 
mil itary and their  famil ies . 

T he survey also examined how Amer icans  feel about 
Right- to-Car ry laws , with the polls ter  asking:  
" Cur rently 36 s tates  have laws  that al low res idents  
to qualify for  a permit to car ry a fi rearm to protect 
themselves  if they pass  a background check, i f they 
par ticipate in fi rearms  training and pay a fee to 
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cover  adminis trative cos ts . Do you feel this  is  a good 
law or  a bad law?"  

Voters  overwhelming favor  these self-protection laws  
by a margin of 79%  to 18% . Right- to-Car ry drew 
better  than 70%  support in every demographic 
group, with even non-gun owners  indicating their  
backing by 73%  to 23% . 

T he survey also asked:  " Which of the fol lowing two 
s tatements  regarding gun control comes  closer  to 
your  own opinion? S tatement A:  T here needs  to be 
new and tougher  gun control legis lation to help in 
the fight agains t gun cr ime;  S tatement B:  T here are 
enough laws  on the books . What is  needed is  better  
enforcement of cur rent laws  regarding gun control."  

By a better  than two- to-one margin?66%  to 
31% ?voters  nationwide agreed with S tatement B. 
Only self- identified l iberals  cal led for  more laws , by a 
53%  to 44%  margin. Moderates  sol idly favored 
better  enforcement, 62%  to 34% . 

Voters  were asked:  " Do you agree the NRA is  r ight 
to fight gun control on both the federal and s tate 
levels?"  NRA` s  support s tood at 64% , with a par ty 
affi l iation breakdown showing Democrats  s iding with 
NRA 54%  to 42% , and Republicans  73%  to 22% . 

Voters  were also asked about hunting:  " Which of the 
fol low s tatements  comes  closer  to your  opinion? 
S tatement A:  K i l l ing wild animals  for  food or  spor t is  
an Amer ican tradition and an es sential par t of 
wi ldl i fe management. S tatement B:  Hunting is  a 
cruel spor t and should be outlawed."  S tatement A 
was  chosen by of 92%  of gun owners  and 73%  of 
non-gun owners . 

T he survey also addres sed wildl i fe overpopulation, 
asking:  " S ome s tates  in Amer ica are being over run 
with growing populations  of deer , bear , or  wolves . 
When this  happens , which of the fol lowing do you 
feel is  the bes t option to take? 1) T he s tate should 
lengthen hunting seasons ;  2) Non- lethal methods  of 
control should be used;  3) People should learn to 
l ive with wildl i fe."  

Lengthening hunting seasons  was  the overwhelming 
response, chosen by 61%  of the voters , while only 
18%  said use non- lethal methods , and 16%  opted 
for  coexis tence.  

T he entire 2004 Z ogby Values  Pol l  can be found at 
www.olearyrepor t.com 

 

 

W I S CONS I N S E NAT E  OVE R R I DE S  R I GH T -T O-
CAR R Y VE T O 

As  repor ted in las t week` s  is sue of the Grass roots  
Aler t, despite the support of the maj or ity of the 
legis lature, rank-and- fi le police officers , and the 
people of Wiscons in, on November  18, Governor  Jim 
Doyle (D) vetoed legis lation that would al low law-
abiding Wiscons in citizens  the Right- to-Car ry 
fi rearms  for  protection of themselves  and their  loved 
ones . 

I t is  regrettable that Governor  Doyle does  not trus t 
his  law-abiding cons tituents  with the r ight of self-
defense. T his  is  common sense legis lation that 
requires  mandatory training, a permit from the 
sher iff, and a cr iminal background check. Even polls  
by Right- to-Car ry opponents  reveal that a maj or ity 
of Wiscons inites  support this  law. 

For tunately, the citizens  of Wiscons in can s ti l l  let 
their  voices  be heard on this  vital ly important is sue. 
On January 22, the S tate S enate voted to over r ide 
Governor  Doyle` s  veto of the 2003 Personal 
Protection Act. At pres s  time, the S tate Assembly 
vote is  s ti l l  pending, but is  expected as  ear ly as  next 
T uesday. I t is  therefore crucial that Wiscons in 
res idents  contact their  Representatives  and 
respectful ly urge them to vote to over r ide the 
Governor` s  veto. You can find contact information 
for  your  Legis lators  by us ing the " Wr ite your  
Representatives "  feature at www.NRAI LA.org 
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W I S CONS I N F I GH T  T O OVE R R I DE  VE T O 
CONT I NU E S  

As  we repor ted las t week, despite the support of the 
maj or ity of the legis lature, rank-and- fi le police 
officers , and the people of Wiscons in, on November  
18, Governor  Jim Doyle (D) vetoed legis lation that 
would al low law-abiding Wiscons in citizens  the 
Right- to-Car ry fi rearms  to protect themselves  and 
their  loved ones . 

Regrettably, Governor  Doyle does  not trus t his  law-
abiding cons tituents  with the r ight of self-defense. 
T he Right- to-Car ry legis lation requires  mandatory 
training, a permit from the sher iff, and a cr iminal 
background check. Even polls  by Right- to-Car ry 
opponents  reveal that a maj or ity of Wiscons inites  
support this  law. 

For tunately, the citizens  of Wiscons in have one final 
opportunity to let their  voices  be heard on this  vital ly 
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important is sue. On February 3, the S tate Assembly 
wil l  vote on whether  to over r ide Governor  Doyle` s  
veto of the 2003 Personal Protection Act. T he S tate 
S enate over rode the veto on January 22, so this  is  
the las t chance for  Wiscons inites  to influence this  
vote. At this  cr itical time, it is  more important than 
ever  that Wiscons in res idents  contact their  
Representatives  and ask them to do everything in 
their  power  to ensure the over r ide of Governor  
Doyle` s  veto. I n par ticular , there are two lawmakers  
who have not committed to the over r ide? 
Representative Gary S herman (D-74), and 
Representative Amy S ue Vruwink (D-70). I t is  crucial 
that you contact these lawmakers , in addition to 
your  own, and urge them to vote to over r ide the 
Governor` s  veto. You can contact Rep. S herman at 
(608) 266-7690, or  tol l  free at (888) 534-0074. Rep. 
Vruwink can be reached at (608) 266-8366, or  tol l  
free at (888) 534-0070. 

R E DU CI NG CR I ME  T H R OU GH  P R OS E CU T I ONS  

I n a January 29 s tory in the Deseret Morning News , 
S enate Judiciary Committee Chairman Or r in Hatch 
(R-Utah) opined that new Jus tice Department figures  
support the notion that the bes t way to fight gun-
related violent cr ime is  not to ban guns , but to 
prosecute cr iminals . Recently released Jus tice 
Department data show that, under  the Bush 
Adminis tration, as  federal prosecution of gun cr imes  
increased 68 percent from three years  ago, violent 
cr imes  dropped by 21 percent. 

Commenting on the findings , S enator  Hatch said, 
" Our  law enforcement` s  tough-on-cr ime approach 
paral lels  what I  have always  advocated:  protect the 
r ights  of law-abiding citizens  to keep and bear  arms  
and s tr ictly enforce our  gun laws ."  S enator  Hatch 
went on to say that, " Because of the s tepped-up 
prosecutions , there were approx imately 130,000 
fewer  victims  of gun cr ime and over  980,000 fewer  
violent cr imes  in 2001-02 than there were in 1999-
2000. Enacting and vigorous ly enforcing s tiff 
penalties  for  those who commit cr imes  with guns  
deters  violent cr ime."   

Hatch added, " T his  reduction in gun violence is  a 
direct result of the nationwide implementation of 
Proj ect S afe Neighborhoods . I n Utah alone las t year , 
over  400 violent individuals  were indicted under  
federal gun laws ."   

OMNI B U S  U P DAT E  

T he U.S . S enate recently passed the fiscal year  2004 
omnibus  appropr iations  bi l l .  T he bi l l  actually cons is ts  
of seven unfinished spending bi l ls  grouped together , 
containing l iteral ly thousands  of separate provis ions .  

I ncluded in this  mass ive bi l l  is  a provis ion that 
requires  the des truction of approved federal gun 
background check records  within 24 hours , as  
opposed to the cur rent retention per iod of up to 90 
days . T his  provis ion applies  only to the records  of 
individuals  who have already been cleared through 
the National I ns tant Check S ys tem (NI CS ), and does  
not include applicants  whose background check 
indicates  a disqualification. 

T he measure was  passed by the U.S . House of 
Representatives  on December  8, 2003. 
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B E T R AYAL  I N W I S CONS I N:  F I GH T  T O 
OVE R R I DE  VE T O F AI L S  B Y ONE  VOT E  

For  the second consecutive year , a s ingle lawmaker  
denied the law-abiding citizens  of Wiscons in the 
same es sential r ight to self-defense enj oyed by the 
citizens  of 37 other  s tates , including the neighbor ing 
s tates  of Minnesota and Michigan. On T uesday, 
February 3, the S tate Assembly, by a vote of 65-34, 
fai led to over r ide Governor  Jim Doyle` s  (D) veto of 
the 2003 Personal Protection Act (PPA). T he vote 
was  one shor t of the 66 required for  an over r ide. I n 
January, the S tate S enate over rode the veto by a 
vote of 23-10. T he shall  is sue Right- to-Car ry bi l l  
would have al lowed trained, law-abiding citizens  
who paid a fee, passed a background check, and 
obtained a permit from the county sher iff, to car ry a 
concealed fi rearm for  self-defense. 

Las t year  it was  then-S enate Maj or ity Leader  Chuck 
Chvala (D-16) who ignored S enate Rules  by s ingle-
handedly ending the legis lative ses s ion two days  
ear ly in order  to block the PPA from receiving a final 
vote on the S enate floor . T his  desperate action was  
not surpr is ing in l ight of the S enator` s  belief that 
handgun posses s ion should be a pr ivi lege reserved 
solely for  government officials . 

T his  year  it was  Representative Gary S herman (D-
74) who prevented the PPA from becoming law by 
changing his  pos ition at the las t minute and voting 
to sus tain the Governor` s  veto. As  one of only two 
Democrats  who cosponsored the legis lation, 
S herman chose par tisan politics  over  the r ight of 
citizens  to defend themselves  from violent cr iminals . 
He decided to back his  misguided, anti-gun Governor  
rather  than s ide with the good citizens  of Wiscons in. 

Here is  what Representative S herman said in a 
commentary in the November  6, 2003, edition of the 
Ashland Daily Pres s :  " I  have made no secret of my 
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support for  this  proposal throughout the pas t s ix  
years . I n my very fi r s t as sembly campaign in 1998, I  
made my support for  concealed car ry clear  and I  
have not changed my pos ition.... People who are 
unconcerned about obeying the law are not deter red 
from car rying concealed weapons  now.... As  things  
s tand now, only those of us  who are determined to 
obey the law cannot car ry concealed weapons . T hese 
permitting laws  ex is t in 45 of our  50 s tates . Based 
upon this  extens ive exper ience, there is  no evidence 
that is suing permits  to proper ly trained people, who 
have been careful ly checked to see if there is  some 
reason why they should not be trus ted with a 
fi rearm, wil l  increase the r is k of gun violence for  the 
res t of us . I n the absence of such evidence, there is  
no compell ing reason why such people should be 
denied the pr ivi lege of doing so. I n Amer ica, it is  not 
necessary to prove the oppos ite, that there is  a 
compell ing reason for  doing so. T he mere absence of 
a compell ing reason for  l imiting people` s  l iber ty is  
enough."  

Evidently, Representative S herman` s  bl ind devotion 
to his  Governor  became his  " compell ing reason for  
l imiting people` s  l iber ty."  I t is  these lawful citizens  
who wil l  suffer  from the safer  working environment 
afforded the violent cr iminals  in Wiscons in.  

One Wiscons in rape survivor  who has  been a 
powerful, ar ticulate proponent of the PPA from the 
beginning asked after  S herman` s  vote, " How can he 
do it? How can he change his  vote? What` s  going to 
happen if I ` m attacked again and I  can` t do 
anything about it?"   

T he fight, however , is  far  from over . NRA and other  
proponents  of the Personal Protection Act wil l  not 
s top unti l  violent cr iminals  are forced to think twice 
before deciding to attack their  victims . I n many 
respects , this  year` s  fight was  a success . According 
to polls  conducted by PPA opponents , the maj or ity of 
Wiscons inites  have been educated to the point of 
supporting Right- to-Car ry. A ful l  two- thirds  of the 
132 members  of the S tate Legis lature voted for  the 
over r ide of the Governor` s  veto. T he momentum 
behind the PPA wil l  continue to bui ld unti l  Wiscons in 
j oins  the vas t maj or ity of s tates  by enacting Right-
to-Car ry. 

R E NE W  S U P P OR T  F OR  S . 6 5 9 / S . 1 8 0 6  

With the new year  upon us , we mus t renew our  
aggres s ive support of S . 659/S . 1806, the 
" Protection of Lawful Commerce in Arms  Act."  

T he House vers ion of this  bi l l? H.R. 1036?was  passed 
las t Apr i l  by an overwhelming vote of 285-140, and 
has  the support of the White House. Yet, despite 

as surances  of a timely vote and broad bipar tisan 
support, S . 659/S . 1806 became s tal led in the 
S enate late las t year . T he good news  is , we are now 
anticipating a S enate vote on the measure as  soon 
as  ear ly March. T hanks  to the dedicated gras s roots  
effor ts  of mil l ions  of NRA members  and gun owners  
acros s  the country, S . 659/S . 1806 cur rently has  55 
cosponsors , more than enough to pass  the measure. 
However , we need 60 votes  to derai l  the fi l ibus ter  
that the l ikes  of S enators  John Ker ry (D-Mass .), 
Frank Lautenberg (D-N.J.), T ed Kennedy (D-Mass .), 
Char les  S chumer  (D-N.Y.), Hi l lary Clinton (D-N.Y.), 
and Dianne Feins tein (D-Calif.) are almos t cer tain to 
attempt. We can also expect these gun-banners  to 
try and load the legis lation with numerous  anti-gun 
amendments , including S . 1034?the Clinton gun ban 
extens ion, and S . 1807?the so called Gun S how 
Loophole Clos ing Act of 2003. I t is  therefore 
imperative the you contact your  S enators  
immediately and tel l  them it` s  time to s top playing 
politics  with the S econd Amendment. Urge them to 
ful ly support S . 659/S . 1806 without any anti-gun 
amendments !  Ask them to do everything in their  
power  to end these mer itles s  lawsuits  and ensure 
that this  es sential legis lation is  approved as  wr itten. 
T el l  them it` s  time to pass  S .659/S . 1806! Make no 
mis take?with your  help, we wil l  win this  fight and 
see this  cr itical legis lation s igned into law. 

I n addition, please continue to urge your  U.S . 
Representative and S enators  to oppose cur rent 
legis lation seeking to expand the 1994 Clinton 
gunban?H.R. 2038, S . 1431, and the aforementioned 
S . 1034. You can find contact information for  your  
elected officials  by us ing the " Wr ite Your  
Representatives "  feature at www.NRAI LA.org, or  you 
can call  your  U.S . S enators  at (202) 224-3121 and 
your  U.S . Representative at (202) 225-3121. 

 


