
 
 

Page 1 
 

 

Allegheny County Sportsmen’s League 
Legislative Committee Report 

 
January  2004 • Issue 111 

 
ALLEGHENY COUNTY SPORTSMEN LEAGUE ON THE INTERNET http://www.acslpa.org 

Email Address: acsl@nauticom.net 
 

ACS L  L aw s uit  agains t  
P enns ylvania S t at e P ol ice  

 
We are s ti l l  awaiting a response from the PA 
S upreme Court on render ing a decis ion in our  case.  

 
L E GI L AT I VE  AL E R T !  

L E GI S L AT I ON ON T H E  MOVE  I N 
H AR R I S B U R G  

 
I t was  repor ted las t month that the fol lowing 
legis lation may be cons idered by the ful l  
Pennsylvania House of Represenatives , and that is  
s ti l l  the case. 
 
H B  2 0 4 6  
 
We have j us t received information that HB 2046 has  
been refer red to appropr iation committee.  T his  re-
refer r ing to the Appropr iation committee usually 
precedes  a ful l  vote by the House of 
Representatives .  T his  bi l l  wi l l  delete the social 
secur ity number  from a l icense to car ry.  Al l  
members  should contact his /her  member  of the 
Pennsylvania House of Representatives  and ask 
them to vote yes  on this  bi l l .  
 
H B  2 3 4  
 
T his  bi l l  wi l l  give a tax credit to any person who 
takes  a fi rearms  training coarse.  T he ACS L has  
asked that our  amendment be cons idered which 
would specify the types  of courses  that could be 
used for  this  training and be acceptable for  the tax 
credit ins tead of the PS P developing the courses .  
Rep. Metcalfe has  agreed to offer  this  amendment 
when the bi l l  is  cons idered by the ful ly House.  I f the 
Metcalfe amendment is  not approved then the bi l l  

would give the Pennsylvania S tate Pol ice the 
author ity to es tablish which training wil l  be approved 
for  the tax credit.  T his  also means  that the s tate 
police does  not have to approve any training 
courses .  Al l  members  should contact his /her  
member  of the Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives  and ask them to vote yes  on the bi l l  
only i f  t he Met calf e amendment  is  appr oved.  
 

Ohio P as s es  CCW  L egis lat ion 
 

H ous e, S enat e P as s  Concealed W eapons  B i l l  
 
COLUMBUS, Ohio --Lawmakers  passed a bi l l  
Wednesday to al low Ohioans  to car ry hidden guns , 
and Gov. Bob T aft has  committed to s igning the 
legis lation.  
T he S enate vote was  25-8, and the House vote was  
69-24. T aft wi l l  s ign the bi l l ,  said El ise S pr iggs , the 
governor 's  top legis lative lobbyis t.  
T he vote marked the fi r s t time the Legis lature and 
the governor 's  office have agreed to a deal after  a 
decade of debate on the highly contentious  is sue.  
Ohioans  who apply for  permits  to car ry concealed 
weapons  would have to pay a fee, undergo 
background checks  and be trained in the use of a 
weapon. 
 " T he goal of concealed car ry legis lation is  to al low 
law-abiding citizens  to protect themselves  and their  
famil ies  when they feel their  l ives  may be in 
danger ,"  T aft said in a s tatement. " I  have s trongly 
advocated for  a bi l l  that includes  mandatory 
training, s tr ict background checks  and support from 
law enforcement groups ;  and recently, have 
demanded that the law al low public access  to permit 
holder  information so that we can ensure that the 
r ight people are getting permits , and that the wrong 
people aren't."   

S ome S enate democrats  are angry at the bi l l 's  
passage and said T aft final ly caved in to gain 
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political acceptance from the National Rifle 
As sociation, New s Channel 4 's  Natal ie Wals ton 
repor ted. 

Ohioans  who apply to car ry a concealed weapon wil l  
have to give fingerpr ints , a background check, go 
through 12 hours  of training and three hours  of 
training on a fi r ing range. T hey also wil l  have to 
acquire special hols ter s  for  smaller  guns  - -  the mos t 
popular  of which conceal fi rearms  in a belt.  

T he bi l l  also makes  the names  of permit holders  in 
each county available to repor ter s  who ask a sher iff's  
department for  the names . T aft's  ins is tence on this  
provis ion derai led the bi l l  late las t year  after  House 
lawmakers  balked. But House S peaker  Lar ry 
Householder  this  week agreed to go along with the 
requirement, which the Ohio S enate had already 
informally agreed to. 

 

New  Mexico S upr eme Cour t  
U phold CCW  L aw  

 
Monday, January 05, 2004 
 
S upr eme Cour t  L et s  Concealed Gun L aw  S t and 
 
By DEBORAH BAKER |Associated Pres s  
 
 
S ANT A FE (AP) -  T he s tate S upreme Court on 
Monday let s tand a new law that al lows  New 
Mexicans  to be l icensed to car ry loaded, concealed 
handguns . 
 
T he cour t without comment rej ected a challenge to 
the cons titutionality of the law fi led by a chi ldren's  
advocacy group and a phys ician 
 
" I  think this  wi l l  be a more dangerous  place for  
chi ldren and other  l iving beings ,"  David Campbell, 
the lawyer  representing New Mexico Voices  for  
Children, said after  the rul ing. 
 
T he five-member  is sued its  decis ion after  hear ing 
arguments  in the case, then deliberating behind 
closed doors  for  about a half hour . 
 
Chief Jus tice Petra Maes  said a wr itten opinion would 
be is sued later . 
 
" T he cour t has  spoken, and from this  cour t, on this  
is sue, there is  no appeal,"  Campbell said. 
 
Under  the law, the Department of Public S afety is  
author ized to is sue concealed-car ry l icenses  as  of 

Jan. 1. 
 
 

T ax Cr edit  for  F i r ear ms  T r ain ing 
P as s es  H ous e 

 
I n a surpr is ing move the Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives , by a vote of 201-0, passed HB 
1041.  T his  bi l l  wi l l  provide for  tax credits  for  anyone 
who takes  a fi rearms  training course approved by 
the Pennsylvania S tate Pol ice. 
 
T his  bi l l  is  almos t identical to HB 234 which is  s ti l l  
s itting in the House Appropr iations  Committee.  
House B i l l  1041 has  not seen any action s ince 
October  8, 2003 when it was  refer red to the S enate 
Finance committee. 
 
We do not know at this  time whether  HB 234 wil l  be 
release from the Appropr iations  committee because 
of the s imilar ities  between it and HB 1041. 
 
T he ACS L wil l  begin working with members  of the 
General As sembly to find out which bi l l  is  prefer red. 
  
 

NR A-I L A Gr as s r oot s  Aler t s  
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" A S AD DAY F OR  T H E  CONS T I T U T I ON..."  

S o noted NRA Executive Vice Pres ident Wayne 
LaPier re when, on December  10, the U.S . S upreme 
Court ruled in a 5-4 decis ion to uphold the maj or  
provis ions  of the B ipar tisan Campaign Reform Act 
(BCRA), also known as  McCain-Feingold. As  we have 
often repor ted, the is sue that has  been of greates t 
concern to NRA is  the law` s  prohibition on the 
running of broadcas t ads  (termed " electioneer ing 
communications " ) that mention candidates  for  
federal office dur ing the cr itical 30-day per iod before 
a pr imary election and 60-day per iod before a 
general election. T his  F ir s t Amendment " blackout"  
per iod is  a direct attack on free speech.  

T he Fir s t Amendment declares , in par t, that 
" Congres s  shal l  make no law...abr idging the freedom 
of speech."  Yet, the high Cour t` s  divided decis ion 
opens  the door  to precisely that?the abr idgement of 
free speech. By al lowing Congres s  to severely 
res tr ict is sue ads  in the crucial days  before a pr imary 
or  general election, the rul ing contravenes  the bas ic 
pr inciple of our  F ir s t Amendment r ights , and grants  
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Congres s  inordinate author ity to regulate the flow of 
money in politics  and political races . 

I n a powerful dis sent, Jus tice Antonin S calia said, 
" Who could have imagined that the same cour t 
which, within the pas t four  years , has  s ternly 
disapproved of res tr ictions  upon such 
inconsequential forms  of expres s ion as  vir tual chi ld 
pornography, tobacco adver tis ing, dis semination of 
i l legally intercepted communications , and sexually 
expl icit cable programming would smile with favor  
upon a law that cuts  to the heart of what the Fir s t 
Amendment is  meant to protect:  the r ight to cr iticize 
the government."  S calia went on to wryly note, " T he 
fi r s t ins tinct of power  is  the retention of power , and, 
under  a Cons titution that requires  per iodic elections , 
that is  bes t achieved by the suppres s ion of election-
time speech."  

Jus tice Anthony Kennedy called the provis ion " a new 
and ser ious  intrus ion on speech."   

Jus tice Clarence T homas  noted that, fol lowing the 
Cour t` s  reasoning to its  logical conclus ion, the next 
s tep wil l  be " outr ight regulation of the pres s ."   

T he egregious  decis ion also means  that the burden 
of fighting back agains t the ful l  fury of the anti-gun 
lobby in the months  and weeks  leading up to 
elections  wil l  fal l  squarely on the shoulders  of the 
NRA Political Victory Fund (NRA-PVF), NRA` s  
Pol itical Action Committee (PAC). NRA-PVF is  funded 
by contr ibutions  from members  and pro-gun 
supporter s , and, unl ike regular  NRA membership 
dues  and contr ibutions  to NRA- I LA, is  used solely for  
the purpose of as s is ting the campaigns  of pro-
S econd Amendment candidates . I t is  cr itical that we 
redouble our  NRA-PVF fundrais ing effor ts . 

Commenting on the Cour t` s  decis ion, NRA Executive 
Vice Pres ident Wayne LaPier re said, " You` re going to 
have to put an as ter is k by the Fir s t Amendment, and 
a footnote, because for  many months  of the year  
it` s  no longer  in effect."  Wayne went on to say, in 
no uncer tain terms , that NRA s ti l l  has  many ways  to 
make its  pos ition known in federal elections . " T hey 
didn` t say we couldn` t mention the U.S . Congres s , 
or  the S enate. And we wil l  run adver tis ing directing 
the Amer ican public to information sources  as  to 
where they can find the truth, and the facts , and 
who` s  for  them and who` s  agains t them. T his  is  a 
sad day for  the Cons titution, but the 4 mil l ion 
members  of the NRA wil l  continue to be heard. T hat 
I  can promise."  

I n addition to expanding NRA-PVF` s  fundrais ing 
activities , this , no doubt, wi l l  also mean an even 
greater  rel iance on the gras s roots  effor ts  of our  

nation` s  65 mill ion gun owners  who have answered 
the call  time and again. One clear  advantage NRA 
has  over  vir tual ly every other  group in Amer ica is  a 
large, pass ionate, and active base of gras s roots  
support that is  wi l l ing to not only vote on Election 
Day, but actively work on the campaigns  of pro-
freedom candidates . T he engine that dr ives  the NRA 
machine is  our  gras s roots , and you can res t as sured 
in the months  ahead, we wil l  refine, improve, and 
expand our  gras s roots  operations  to meet the 
challenges  that now lay before us . Please keep an 
eye out on future Grass roots  Aler ts  to find out how 
you can take on an even more active role in our  
gras s roots  activities  in this  new day and age of 
campaign res tr ictions . 

OMNI B U S  U P DAT E  

On December  8, the U.S . House of Representatives  
passed the fiscal year  2004 omnibus  appropr iations  
bi l l .  T he bi l l  actually cons is ts  of seven unfinished 
spending bi l ls  grouped together , containing l iteral ly 
thousands  of separate provis ions . 

I ncluded in this  mass ive bi l l  is  a provis ion that 
requires  the des truction of approved federal gun 
purchase records  within 24 hours , as  opposed to the 
cur rent retention per iod of 90 days . T his  provis ion 
applies  only to the records  of individuals  who have 
already been cleared through the National I ns tant 
Check S ys tem (NI CS ), and does  not include 
applicants  whose background check indicates  a 
disqualification. 

T he measure now moves  on to the U.S . S enate for  a 
vote next year . Res t as sured that NRA- I LA wil l  keep 
you appr ised of any future developments . 
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P R E S I DE NT  B U S H  ME E T S  W I T H  NR A T O 
D I S CU S S  S P OR T S ME N` S  I S S U E S  

On December  12, Pres ident George W. Bush invited 
the NRA, along with 20 other  spor tsmen` s  
organizations , to the White House to discus s  is sues  
of concern to hunters  and spor tsmen. Also attending 
the meeting were I nter ior  S ecretary Gale Nor ton and 
Agr iculture S ecretary Ann Veneman. Dur ing this  
meeting, the Pres ident reaffi rmed his  personal 
commitment to hunting, fishing, and spor tsmen` s  
is sues . Additionally, S ecretar ies  Nor ton and 
Veneman, along with U.S . F ish and Wildl i fe S ervice 
Director  S teve Wil l iams , presented an overview of 
Bush Adminis tration wildl i fe and conservation 
initiatives , including the opening of 50 additional 
National Wildl i fe Refuges  to hunting and fishing. Also 



 
 

Page 4 
discus sed was  the need for  the Adminis tration to 
work with folks  in local communities , including local 
gun clubs , when formulating new policies  that 
impact hunting lands , such as  increased exploration 
of natural resources . 

" We were pleased to hear  Pres ident Bush expres s  
both his  s teadfas t support for  Amer ica` s  hunting 
traditions  and his  recognition of the economic 
contr ibution that spor tsmen make to the economy,"  
said David Lehman, NRA- I LA Deputy Executive 
Director  and General Counsel. " I t is  refreshing to see 
a Pres ident and an Adminis tration that supports  
Amer ica` s  spor tsmen, and actively works  to increase 
hunting opportunities  and hunter  access  to federal 
lands . We look forward to continuing to work with 
Pres ident Bush and his  Adminis tration on these 
important is sues ."  

 
Vol. 1 0 , No. 5 2                 1 2 / 2 4 / 2 0 0 3  
 

L OOK I NG AH E AD T O 2 0 0 4  

Next week` s  Grass roots  Aler t (which wil l  be 
transmitted on Wednesday, December  31) wil l  be 
the annual " Year  I n Review"  is sue, where we wil l  re-
cap some of the top s tor ies  we brought to you in 
these pages  for  the Year  2003. 

Looking ahead to 2004, which, no doubt, wi l l  be the 
bus ies t election cycle in recent memory, here are 
some of the items  you can expect to see in the 
Grass roots  Aler t to enhance your  activities  in 
defense of the S econd Amendment. 

Voter  Regis tration 
As  we have done in pas t election years , we wil l  
provide you with the information you wil l  need to 
regis ter  new pro-gun voters  for  the 2004 elections . 
T his  wi l l  include voter  regis tration applications  for  
your  s tate, information on pr imary and general 
election dates  and voter  regis tration deadlines , and 
information on the var ious  on- l ine voter  regis tration 
features  found at www.NRAI LA.org, including an on-
l ine voter  regis tration application. 

Gras s roots -Election Workshops  
T hese Workshops  are des igned to train NRA 
members  in pol itical activism so they can take on an 
even more active role as s is ting pro- freedom 
candidates  for  office in their  area. I n addition to the 
cur rently- scheduled Workshops  in January (please 
see accompanying ar ticle), scores  of additional 
Workshops  wil l  be scheduled around the country. 
Keep an eye out for  additional information on these 
events  as  they are scheduled. 

NRA- I LA Election Volunteer  Coordinator  (EVC) 
Program 
T o ensure gun owners  are actively engaged in the 
campaign effor ts  of pro-gun candidates  in their  area, 
NRA- I LA has  identified an individual NRA member  in 
practical ly every congres s ional dis tr ict to serve as  
EVC. EVCs  act as  the l iaisons  between NRA members  
and gun owners  and the campaigns  of pro-gun 
candidates . EVCs  work to provide as s is tance to these 
campaigns  with:  phone banks , l i terature drops , yard 
s ign and bumper  s ticker  dis tr ibution, Get Out T he 
Vote and Election Day activities , and other  volunteer  
campaign activities . 

T o identify your  EVC so you can begin preparation 
for  your  volunteer  activities , please go to 
www.NRAI LA.org and cl ick on the " Get I nvolved 
Locally"  section. I f your  dis tr ict cur rently has  an EVC 
vacancy, and you are interes ted in serving in this  
leadership capacity, please contact the I LA 
Grass roots  Divis ion at (800) 392-8683 and ask to 
speak to your  s tate` s  Grass roots  Coordinator . 

T hese are j us t some of the gras s roots  programs  we 
wil l  be cover ing in the Grass roots  Aler t next year . I n 
the meantime, we wish you al l  a safe and happy new 
year . Res t up, as  2004 wil l  require the ful l  
engagement of Amer ica` s  gun owners  i f we are to 
succeed on Election Day 2004! 
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2 0 0 3 ?T H E  YE AR  I N R E VI E W  

Here are some of the top s tor ies  we brought you in 
the NRA- I LA Grass roots  Aler t in 2003. No doubt 
2004 wil l  be one of the bus ies t election seasons  in 
our  As sociation` s  his tory, and we hope to provide 
you with information in future Aler ts  that wil l  
enhance your  effectiveness  as  a gras s roots  activis t. 
As  always , we s trongly encourage you to receive the 
Grass roots  Aler t via e-mail, as  opposed to fax, as  
this  wi l l  save I LA money and al low you more 
flex ibi l i ty in forwarding the Aler t` s  contents  to other  
pro-S econd Amendment activis ts . T o receive our  
Aler t via e-mail, s imply go to www.NRAI LA.org, cl ick 
on the " S ign Up For  Email"  l ink, and fol low the 
ins tructions . Please call  (800) 392-8683 once you 
begin receiving the Aler ts  via e-mail, and let us  
know we can remove you from the fax sys tem. 

JANU AR Y  

T he year  s tar ted off on a sad note with the pass ing 
of former  NRA Pres ident and Amer ican hero, Joe 
Fos s . T he Brady Bunch, as  they are wont to do, held 
a pres s  conference and used the D.C.-area sniper  
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shooters  to promote their  oppos ition to federal 
legis lation to end the reckles s  lawsuit campaign 
agains t the lawful gun indus try. And George Clooney 
took a swipe at another  NRA legend and former  NRA 
Pres ident?Char lton Hes ton?when he " j oked"  about 
Mr . Hes ton` s  courageous  battle agains t Alzheimer` s  
disease. 

F E B R U AR Y  

California Attorney General B i l l  Lockyer  (D) 
acknowledged what NRA has  been saying for  some 
time?any ball is tic " fingerpr inting"  scheme 
implemented today would be flawed and 
unworkable. Lockyer` s  repor t found, " [O]ur  analys is  
concludes  that today` s  technology is  not yet 
adequate to handle the volume associated with 
adding al l  new guns  to the database and s ti l l  provide 
useful information for  inves tigators ."  S taying in the 
" Golden S tate, Los  Angeles  County was  ordered to 
pay the organizers  of the Great Wes tern Gun S how 
$1.6 mil l ion to compensate plaintiffs  for  l i tigation 
cos ts . Organizers  sued the county claiming that a 
prohibition of the show on county` s  fairgrounds  
violated their  F ir s t Amendment r ights . T he U.S . 
S upreme Court vacated a rul ing by the U.S . Cour t of 
Appeals  for  the 7th Circuit that would have al lowed 
the city of Chicago access  to information regarding 
gun manufacturers , dealer s , and purchasers  as  par t 
of the city` s  reckles s  lawsuit agains t the fi rearms  
indus try. City attorneys , as  par t of Chicago` s  
nuisance lawsuit, had demanded the BAT FE turn 
over  information through a Freedom of I nformation 
Act reques t.  

MAR CH  

NRA- I LA Executive Director  Chr is  Cox excor iated 
Michael Moore` s  Bowling for  Columbine?highl ighting 
the Academy for  Motion Picture Ar ts  and S cience` s 
own " S pecial Rules  for  the Documentary Award"  that 
define a documentary fi lm " as  a non- fiction motion 
picture,"  with the emphas is  " on factual content."  
Bowling for  Columbine, of course, miserably fai led 
this  practical tes t, as  it was  a work of propaganda, 
r iddled not only with s lovenly conducted research, 
but with calculated dishones ty and creative editing 
to promote Moore` s  virulent hatred for  the S econd 
Amendment.  

AP R I L  

T he U.S . House of Representatives  passed H.R. 
1036, its  reckles s  lawsuit preemption bi l l ,  on an 
overwhelming, bipar tisan vote of 285-140. T he fi r s t 
group of pi lots  to have undergone extens ive 
background checks  and r igorous  training prepared to 
equip themselves  with fi rearms  as  a las t l ine of 

defense agains t ter ror is t hi j ackers . NRA continued its  
work to ensure that those pi lots  who wish to be 
armed and satis fy the training requirement aren` t 
needles s ly delayed in car rying fi rearms  in the 
cockpit. NRA celebrated its  enormous ly success ful 
Annual Meetings  & Exhibits  in Or lando, Fla. 

MAY  

T he push got underway to fur ther  expand the ?94 
Clinton gun ban, as  Reps . John Conyers  (D-Mich.) 
and Carolyn McCarthy (D-N.Y.) drafted legis lation to 
ban mil l ions  more guns !  S enator  Char les  S chumer` s  
(D-N.Y.) campaign was  fined by the Federal Election 
Commis s ion for  violating campaign finance laws , and 
was  ordered to pay $130,000 in civi l  penalties  and 
return $120,455 in i l legal contr ibutions . CNN, which 
bi l ls  i tself as  " the mos t trus ted name in news ,"  was  
caught lying on so-called " as sault weapons ,"  when it 
aired two s tor ies  that del iberately mis lead its  
viewers  into believing that the semi-automatic 
fi rearms  banned by the ?94 Clinton gun ban are 
somehow more powerful than other  guns  that 
weren` t banned. NRA Executive Vice Pres ident 
Wayne LaPier re called CNN on the carpet, 
for thr ightly s tating, " We caught them red handed in 
the act. Now they` re backpedaling. Either  it was  a 
deliberate attempt to fake the s tory, or  the repor ter  
had a complete ignorance of the s tory he` s  
cover ing."   

JU NE  

T he National As sociation of Manufacturers  (NAM) 
noted in no uncer tain terms , its  support for  S . 
659?the S enate reckles s  lawsuit preemption bi l l .  
Michael Baroody, NAM` s  Executive Vice Pres ident, 
wrote, " On behalf of the 14,000 member  companies  
of the National As sociation of Manufacturers , I  ask 
you to cosponsor  S . 659...[which] wil l  help to 
fores tal l  lawsuits  that are brought with the intent of 
shutting down a legitimate and legal indus try, as  
opposed to those that are brought to r ight a genuine 
wrong."  Washington, D.C., reclaimed the notor ious  
title of " murder  capital"  of the United S tates?despite 
its  25+  year  old gun ban. Yet another  s ignificant 
legal victory was  won in the ongoing battle over  
reckles s  lawsuits , as  the Appellate Divis ion of the 
New York S tate S upreme Court affi rmed a tr ial 
cour t` s  dismis sal of a lawsuit brought by S tate 
Attorney General El iot S pitzer  (D). T he appellate 
cour t found that it was  " legally inappropr iate, 
impractical and unrealis tic"  to force gun 
manufacturers  to take s teps  to decrease the 
availabi l i ty and i l legal use of fi rearms .  

JU L Y  



 
 

Page 6 
Another  group lent its  support to reckles s  lawsuit 
preemption when the Pres ident of the National 
As sociation of Wholesaler s  (NAW), Dirk Van Dongen, 
wrote U.S . S enators  noting, " We believe that it is  a 
true miscar r iage of j us tice for  the manufacturers , 
wholesaler -dis tr ibutors  and/or  retai ler s  of products  
to be held l iable for  the misuse of those products  by 
end-users  over  whose conduct they have no control."  
S en. Or r in Hatch (R-Utah) introduced S . 1414, the 
" Dis tr ict of Columbia Personal Protection Act,"  which 
seeks  to res tore the cons titutionally guaranteed 
S econd Amendment r ights  of the res idents  of our  
nation` s  capital. New York Federal Judge Jack B. 
Weins tein ruled that the NAACP` s  reckles s  lawsuit 
agains t the gun indus try had fai led to make its  case 
agains t law-abiding fi rearm manufacturers  and 
dis tr ibutors .  

AU GU S T  

David B. Kopel` s , Dr . S tephen P. Halbrook` s , and 
Alan Korwin` s , book " S upreme Court Gun Cases "  
found conclus ively that, " the S upreme Court has  
recognized an individual r ight to arms  for  mos t of 
the pas t two centur ies ,"  noting how " three dozen of 
the cases  quote or  mention the S econd Amendment 
directly."  S en. Jon Corz ine (D-N.J.) and Rep. Patr ick 
J. Kennedy (D-R.I .) introduced " consumer  
protection"  bi l ls?S . 1224 and H.R. 2403. T he 
legis lation is , in real ity, a poor  smokescreen for  
back-door  gun prohibition, propos ing to " expand the 
powers  of the Attorney General to regulate the 
manufacture, dis tr ibution, and sale of fi rearms  and 
ammunition."  Or , in other  words , to empower  a 
pres ident, through the BAT FE, to bypass  Congres s  
and uni lateral ly prohibit the manufacture of 
fi rearms . 

S E P T E MB E R  

Anti-gun U.S . S enator  and pres idential candidate 
John Ker ry (D-Mass .) s tated, " Our  par ty wil l  never  
be the choice of the NRA, and I  am not looking to be 
the candidate of the NRA."  T he Mis sour i  S enate 
j oined the House in over r iding Governor  Bob 
Holden` s  (D) veto of Right- to-Car ry legis lation, 
marking only the seventh time in Mis sour i  his tory 
that legis lators  had success ful ly over turned a 
governor` s  veto.  

OCT OB E R  

T he Centers  for  Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) released the results  of a broad- ranging 
federal review of 51 s tudies  to determine whether  
gun laws  do, in fact, prevent violent cr imes , fi rearm-
related accidents , or  suicides . CDC` s  conclus ion:  
there is  " insufficient evidence to determine the 

effectiveness  of any of the fi rearms  laws ."  S ens . 
John McCain (R-Ar iz .) and Jack Reed (D-R.I .) 
introduced their  lates t gun show bi l l  that would 
effectively shut down gun shows , invade the pr ivacy 
r ights  of Amer ican citizens , and implement gun 
owner  regis tration. 

NOVE MB E R  

Voters  in Kentucky, Mis s is s ippi, New Jersey, and 
Virginia went to the polls  and elected 82%  of the 
188 NRA-PVF-endorsed candidates  (both Democrats  
and Republicans ). NRA- I LA rol led out its  newly-
des igned webs ite?www.NRAI LA.org. Knowing it 
would pass  if i t came to a final vote, anti-gun 
S enators  used par l iamentary maneuver ing to s tymie 
S . 659/ 
S . 1806?legis lation to end reckles s  lawsuits  agains t 
the fi rearm indus try?pos tponing final action on the 
legis lation unti l  2004. Governor  Jim Doyle (D-Wisc.) 
vetoed Right- to-Car ry legis lation setting up a 
showdown to over r ide his  veto. 

DE CE MB E R  

T he U.S . S upreme Court dealt the Fir s t Amendment 
a blow, when they upheld the so-called campaign 
finance " reform"  law that calls  for  a Fir s t 
Amendment " blackout"  per iod in the weeks  leading 
up to Election Day. NRA` s  Wayne LaPier re called the 
decis ion a " sad day for  the Cons titution"  and vowed 
that the voices  of NRA` s  four  mil l ion members  would 
continue to be heard. 

 
B i l l  L imit s  Gun-B uyer  Dat abas e - The 
Washington Times 
House Republicans  have included language in the 
omnibus  appropr iations  bi l l  to prevent federal law 
enforcement from maintaining a 90-day database on 
gun buyers , anger ing gun control advocates  but 
moving closer  to the or iginal intent of the law.  


