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ACSL Lawsuit against Pennsylvania 
State Police  

 
A report was  published in the May/ June issue of the 
Pennsylvania Rifle and Pistol Associat ion’s  newslett er  
that “The suit against t he PA State Police and their  
i l legal handgun regist rat ion program is  cont inuing 
with hearings  on app eal to be held in Pitt sburgh 
later  this  year.  The date has  been set and 
postponed.”  That report was  in er ror. 
 
The ACSL assum ed that t he writer  was  discussing 
the ACSL’s  lawsuit , even though no m ent ion of the 
ACSL was  m ade in the art icle.  The ACSL contacted 
the writer  to set t he record st raight .  We directed the 
PRPA writer  to the report on the lawsuit on the 
ACSL’s  web site.  After  an exchange of em ails  the 
PRPA writer  acknowledged that t heir  report was  in 
er ror.  We hope a cor rect ion wil l  be m ade in the next 
issue. 
 
At t his  t im e there has  been no response from the 
Suprem e Court .  
 

Reciprocity of CCW permits in limbo 
at this time. 

 
Diff icult ies  with negat ions  and recent changes  in 
som e state laws, have slowed progress  in the 
Att orney General’s  off ice in acquir ing add it ional 
reciprocal agreem ents  with add itonal states.  
 
Acc ording to Att orney General Mike Fisher  a bi l l  was  
to be int roduced out of Sen. Robb ins  off ice this  year, 
but t hat bi l l  has  yet t o m aterial ize.  Earl ier  this  year  
the Att orney General signed off on language sim ilar  
to a bi l l  int roduced last year  by Sen. Robb ins, SB 
1547.  I t was  expected that t he bi l l  which was  to be 

int roduced by Sen. Robb ins  was  to be sim ilar  to SB 
1547, and that t he bi l l  was  to be int roduced in 
during the second quarter.  As  of this  date no bi l l  
has  been int roduced. 
 
With the app ointm ent of Mike Fisher  to a Federal 
App eals  court pending, the coo perat ion between the 
ACSL and the AG off ice has  slowed.  This  has  
prom pted the ACSL to go it alone. 
 
A bi l l  has  drafted by the ACSL, and a coalit ion of 
individuals, was  supp osed to be int roduced but t here 
has  been no progress. 
 

Attorney General Reverses Himself on 
Goods for Guns  

 
A verbal agreem ent between the ACSL and Att orney 
General Mike Fisher  that he would intervene in the 
i l legal Goo ds  for  Guns  operat ions  has  been 
over ruled.  As  a result t he AG wil l  not becom e 
involved in invest igat ing the act ivit ies  of Goo ds  for  
Guns. 
 
The ACSL first com plained to Dist r ict Att orney 
Steven Zapp ala in January of 2001 that Goo ds  for  
Guns  buy back m ay be in violat ion of state and 
federal law that prohibits  the t ransfer  of a handguns  
unless  that t ransfer  takes  place on the prem ise of a 
dealer  and a background check is  perform ed.  
 
The Dist r ict Att orney’s  off ice refused to invest igate 
com plaining that his  off ice had no authority over  the 
m att er.  The DA’s  off ice sugg ested that we take our  
com plaint t o the Att orney General. 
 
A lett er, with supp ort ing docum entat ion, was  sent t o 
Att orney General Mike Fisher, and Fisher  agreed to 
loo k into the m att er.  I n a lett er  dated May 19, 2003 
Execut ive Deputy Att orney General Wil l iam H. Ryan, 
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Jr . wrote to the ACS L regarding his  office’s  review of 
our  complaint.  I n that letter  AG Ryan wrote,  
“Please be advised that this  office does  not have 
j ur isdiction to inves tigate your  complaint.  Any 
violation of that s tatute are within the j ur isdiction of 
the Dis tr ict Attorney of Al legheny County.”  He 
fur ther  wrote,  “You can be sure that we have 
careful ly reviewed your  al legations  but we are 
cons trained by the Commonwealth Attorneys  Act 
from taking any action without a refer ral from the 
Dis tr ict Attorney.” 
  
A review of the AG’s  web s ite shows  the AG br inging 
action agains t probable violations  of s tate law.  I t is  
unclear  whether  these cases  have been refer red to 
the AG by the Dis tr ict Attorney.  But it is  clear  that 
the AG does  br ing actions  agains t violators  of s tate 
law. 
 
I t is  clear  that the author ties  do not want to enforce 
the law.  I f the author ities  do no want to enforce the 
laws , then the logical solution is  to repeal them. 
 

Reciprocity of CCW permits Success in 
other States Accelerates. 

 
With the disappointing s low down in reciprocity 
reform in Pennsylvania, reciprocity is  making 
progres s  in other  s tates . 
 
I n spite of the Columbine shootings  in 1999, 
Colorado recently passed legis lation that would 
reform their  CCW Permit sys tem, and provide for  
Reciprocity.  S imilar  legis lation again repeated in 
Michigan, Minnesota.  On June 5, 2003 Nor th 
Carol ina’s  has  ratified and is  awaiting the Governor ’s  
s ignature of a bi l l  to author ize recogniz ition of other  
s tates  CCW’s .   
 
Ar izona is  publicly seeking reciprocal agreements  
with other  s tates  through internet broadcas ts .  
Pennsylvania has  not been able to negotiate 
agreements  with s tates , other  than Michigan, s ince 
Apr i l  because of the training is sue and validation 
is sues . 
 
T he s tate of Delaware j us t recently passed House B i l l  
178 to “give ful l  faith and credit and shall  otherwise 
honor  and give ful l  force and effect to al l  
l icenses/permits  is sued to the citizens  of other  s tates  
where those is suing s tates  give ful l  faith and credit 
and other  wise honor  the l icenses  is sued by the 
S tate of Delaware….” 
More recently Alaska has  j us t passed, and the 
Governor  has  s igned, HB 102, that al lows  Alaskans  
to car ry a fi rearm concealed without a permit. 

 
T he bi l l  does  not el iminate the s tate’s  concealed 
handgun permit program.  T he governor ’s  office said 
Alaskans  could s ti l l  apply for  a permit in order  to 
car ry a concealed weapon in other  s tates  or  be 
exempt from background checks  when purchas ing 
fi rearms . 
 
I t appears  that inorder  for  Pennsylvania to enter  into 
reciprocity with Alaska the training requirement wil l  
s ti l l  be an is sue, in that, Alaska s ti l l  requires  training 
and Pennsylvania does  not. 
 
Alaskans  wil l  s ti l l  be subj ect to s tr ick rules  where 
concealed car ry wil l  be res tr icted. 
 

U.N. to host global gun-control event 
© 2003 WorldNetDaily.com 
 

Jus t days  after  French Pres ident Jacques  Chirac 
called for  a global tax on individual fi rearms  
purchases , the United Nations  has  announced it is  
gear ing up to sponsor  a global gun-control forum 
next month in New York City.  

T he July 7-11 meeting bui lds  on a s imilar  forum held 
in 2001, in which par ticipating nations  s igned a 
" Program of Action"  to " Prevent, Combat and 
Eradicate the I l l icit T rade in S mall Arms  and Light 
Weapons  in Al l  I ts  Aspects ."   

T he Program of Action, or  PoA, " sets  the fi r s t global 
norms  of good behavior  to reduce small-arms  
prol iferation,"  says  a s tatement by the U.N. S mall 
Arms  Conference. " By agreeing to this  document, al l  
countr ies  have formally committed themselves  to 
take action"  regarding the prol iferation of " i l l icit"  
small  arms  and l ight weapons .   

Among the provisions in the PoA agreed upon by member states:  

• A commitment to make "illi cit gun production/possession 
a criminal offense";  

• The establishment of a national coordination agency on 
small arms;  

• A pledge to identify and destroy stocks of surplus 
weapons;  

• Track "off icially held guns";  

• The notification of nations who were the original supplier 
of weapons when those weapons are re-exported;  
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·  The marking of guns and light weapons at the point of 

manufacture, so they can be tracked and traced globally; 
and  

·  The maintenance of gun manufacture records. 

 

NRA-ILA Grassroots Alert 
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B AL L I S T I C " F I NGE R P R I NT I NG"  S T U DY 
B I L L  

U.S. Senators  Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) and Zell  
Mil ler  (D-Ga.) int roduced on Thursday, May 1, S. 
980, requir ing the study of bal l ist ic im aging 
technology to determ ine if it is  an effect ive law 
enforcem ent t oo l. While several studies  have already 
determ ined that exist ing bal l ist ic im aging system s  
are flawed, ant i-gun ext rem ists  cont inue to prom ote 
what t hey cal l  bal l ist ic " fingerprint ing"  schem es-
which are l itt le m ore than an att em pt t o im pose a 
nat ionwide regist rat ion system for  al l  law-abiding 
gun owners. 

NRA, of course, has  always  welcom ed any 
technology that t hwarts  crim inals  and d oes not 
infr inge upon the r ights  of law-abiding cit izens. For  
that reason, NRA supp orted legislat ion during the 
last Congress  that cal led for  an evaluat ion of bal l ist ic 
im aging, and we supp ort S. 980 now. Unfortunately, 
the gun-ban lobb y, with the aid of ant i-gun 
lawm akers  such as  U.S. Senator  Tom Daschle (D-
S.D.) and U.S. Representat ive Xavier  Becer ra (D-
Cal.) , cont inue to prom ote bal l ist ic " fingerprint ing"  
schem es  as  part of it s  agenda to register  al l  law-
abiding g un owners. Sen. Daschle and Rep. Becer ra 
have each int roduced legislat ion that includes  
bal l ist ic " fingerprint ing"  schem es-S. 22 and H.R. 24, 
respect ively 

The Brady Center/ HCI  has  been sham elessly t rying 
to exploit fears  over  the hor rific c rim e spree that 
too k place in the Washington, D.C., area a nd 
captured our  nat ion` s  att ent ion last Fal l. I n spite of 
HCI ` s  al legat ions  that law enforcem ent does  not 
have the necessary resources  to solve firearm -
related crim es, pol ice were able to t rack down and 
app rehend John Allen Muhamm ad and Lee Malvo, 
and charge the pair  with shoo t ing 13 individuals, 
including 10 fatal ly, in October  of last year. But t he 
gun-ban lobb y has  rarely seen a t ragedy it wi l l  not 
exploit , and it cont inues  to use last Fal l` s  events  to 
prom ote bal l ist ic " fingerprint ing"/ regist rat ion 
schem es, even though there is  no evidence to 

indicate such schem es  would have helped pol ice 
catch Muhamm ad and Malvo. I n fact , Malvo has  
recent ly indicated he stole the firearm used in the 
crim es. Perhaps  HCI  can explain how its  schem es  
would convince a m urderous  thief to register  the 
firearm he steals  and intends  to use in a deadly 
ram page. 

Please cal l  your  federal lawm akers, and encourage 
them to o pp ose any legislat ion that cal ls  for  
m andat ing any bal l ist ic " fingerprint ing"  schem e that 
would cal l  for  the regist rat ion of law-abiding g un 
owners. Studies  show that such system s  have not 
been effect ive law enforcem ent t oo ls. Urge 
lawm akers, instead, to supp ort S. 980, which would 
m andate a federal study of bal l ist ic im aging to 
determ ine if technology exists  that would aid law 
enforcem ent in fight ing violent crim e without 
infr inging on the r ights  of law-abiding cit izens. You 
can reach your  U.S. Representat ive by call ing (202) 
225-3121, and your  U.S. Senators  by call ing (202) 
224-3121. For  add it ional contact inform at ion, use 
our  "Write Your  Representat ives"  too l. 

L AU T E NB E R G S E E K S  
T O E XP L OI T  W AR  ON T E R R OR I S M 

One of the m ost rabid ant i-gun U.S. Senators  has  
int roduced legislat ion that would t ie firearm 
t ransfers  to o ur  nat ion` s  ter ror  alert system . Sen. 
Frank Lautenberg (D-N.J.) , along with U.S. Senators  
Jon Corzine (D-N.J.) , Ted Kennedy (D-Mass.) , and 
Jack Reed (D-R.I .) , int roduced S. 969 this  week, 
which would suspend m any of the gun-owner  
protect ion port ions  of laws  that regulate the t ransfer  
of f irearm s  as  long as  the ter ror  alert level is  above 
Code Green, or  the lowest level. As  you know, 
Am erica has  been above Code Green since the alert 
system was  put in place. Am ong the laws  that would 
be suspended are those that l im it law enforcem ent 
to three days  for  com plet ing background checks  on 
firearm purchasers, as  well  as  the law that requires  
the dest ruct ion of records  for  anyone whose 
purchase is  not denied. NRA- ILA Public Affairs  
Director  Andrew Arulanandam told the Washington 
Tim es  that t he bi l l  was  an att em pt t o "exploit t he 
fear  of ter rorism ,"  indicated the laws  Lautenberg 
sought t o suspend would have the e ffect of a 
perm anent suspension, and was  m erely an att em pt 
to create a nat ional firearm regist rat ion system . 

Please cal l  your  U.S. Senators  and encourage them 
to o pp ose S. 969. You can reach your  U.S. U.S. 
Senators  by call ing (202) 224-3121. For  add it ional 
contact inform at ion, use our  "Write Your  
Representat ives"  too l. 
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CONTI NUE  TO PROMOTE 
RECKLES S  LAW SUI T  PRE EMPTI ON 

T he battle in the U.S . S enate over  reckles s  lawsuit 
preemption has  already begun. I t is  crucial that you 
call  both your  U.S . S enators  and urge them to help 
br ing an end to predatory, mer itles s  lawsuits  
des igned to wipe out the fi rearm indus try, or  impose 
nationwide gun control " laws " by local j udicial fiat. 
Let your  S enators  know that it is  crucial they support 
S . 659, and halt the abuse of our  cour ts  by anti-gun 
extremis ts  who are trying to usurp congres s ional 
author ity with the aid of greedy tr ial lawyers  and 
activis t j udges  and j ur ies . Also urge them to support 
the wil l  of the maj or ity by working to derai l  the 
fi l ibus ter  anti-gun S enators  have threatened to 
launch to defeat S . 659. Anti-gun extremis ts  
opposed to this  reform are clear ly in the minor ity, 
and wil l  use any means  available to support the 
effor ts  of their  cohor ts  in the gun-ban lobby. 

To contact your  U.S. Senators, you can call the U.S. 
Senate switchboard at (202) 224-3121, and they 
should be able to assist you. For  add it ional contact 
inform at ion, you can use our  "Write Your  
Representat ives" too l. And for  a l ist of Senate 
cosponsors  of S. 659, go to the Library of Congress  
website, at htt p: // thom as.loc.gov. 

ANOTH ER  RECKLES S  LAW SUI T  GONE 

The Cincinnat i Enquirer  repor ted on Wednesday, 
Apr i l  30, that the lead attorney in the City of 
Cincinnati` s  reckles s  lawsuit agains t law-abiding 
gun makers  advised the Cincinnati City Council  to 
drop its  case. T he Enquirer  repor ted that attorney 
S tanley Ches ley told the City Council  i t should 
" concede defeat and drop the case,"  as  " he could not 
j us tify moving forward with the ... lawsuit...."  T he 
fol lowing day, the City Council  fol lowed that advice 
and voted unanimous ly to drop the suit. T he Brady 
Center/HCI , which also worked on the suit on behalf 
of the City Council , was  merely " disappointed"  with 
the advice from Chesney, according to the ar ticle. 

Of course, " disappointed"  may be a bit of an 
unders tatement. T he gun-ban lobby once hailed a 
decis ion by the Ohio S upreme Court that merely 
al lowed the Cincinnati suit to continue as  the 
" greates t victory yet agains t the gun indus try."  
Perhaps  HCI  needs  to s top making such hyperbolic 
s tatements , as  it seems  to be the l itigious  kis s  of 
death. I n 1999, HCI  called an appellate rul ing in a 
California reckles s  lawsuit a " his tor ic victory"  that 
would have " far - reaching implications "  for  s imilar  
suits . T hat case, however , was  thrown out two years  
later  by the California S upreme Court. 

Also in 1999, a New York j ury in another  reckles s  
lawsuit gave proponents  of this  abuse of the j udicial 
sys tem fleeting success , s iding par tial ly with HCI ` s  
agenda when it handed down a mixed verdict 
agains t some gun makers  involved in the suit. T he 
gun-ban lobby called the j ury verdict " a s tinging and 
unexpected defeat"  for  gun owners  only to see it 
thrown out on appeal by both the New York Cour t of 
Appeals  and the U.S . Cour t of Appeals  for  the 
S econd Circuit. 
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CAMPAI GN FI NANCE  " REFORM"  MORE  
MUDDLED THAN EVER 

Las t Fr iday, May 2, a three- j udge panel for  the U.S . 
Dis tr ict Cour t for  the Dis tr ict of Columbia is sued its  
long-awaited rul ing on the cons titutionality of the 
campaign finance " reform"  law enacted las t year . 
Unfor tunately, NRA` s  challenge of one of the mos t 
onerous  res tr ictions  within the law-a prohibition on 
cer tain ads  running dur ing cer tain per iods  before 
elections -was  not only rej ected, but the rul ing 
actually expanded the res tr ictions , making them 
much more onerous . NRA has  asked the j udicial 
panel to delay implementation of the provis ions  of 
its  rul ing that deal with prohibitions  on the broadcas t 
of is sue-advocacy ads  unti l  the S upreme Court of the 
United S tates  has  had time to review the rul ing. 

T he long-awaited rul ing included four  different 
opinions , totaled more than 1,600 pages- the longes t 
rul ing in that cour t` s  his tory-and has  taken scores  of 
lawyers  days  to determine what, exactly, the rul ing 
meant. S o far , i t appears  nobody is  satis fied with the 
decis ion. When the law itself was  being debated, 
many opponents  argued it was  not only an attack on 
free speech, but that it was  so confus ing that it was  
near ly imposs ible to decipher  the implications  of the 
law. Now, the problem appears  to have been 
exacerbated. NRA wil l  continue to do al l  i t can to 
protect our  abil i ty to exercise our  r ight to free 
speech, and we wil l  continue to repor t developments  
on this  front. 

MOST  SW E EPI NG GUN BAN EVER  HI TS  
CONGRES S:  

CLI NTON BAN " RE- ENACTMENT"  TARGETS  
MI L LI ONS MORE  GUNS! ! !  

As  we predicted, the anti-gunners  have begun the 
push to further  expand the Clinton gun ban of 1994. 
Not content with merely re-author iz ing the ban, 
Reps . John Conyers  (D-Mich.) and Carolyn McCarthy 
(D-N.Y.) have drafted legis lation that bans  m ill ions  
m ore guns!  I t` s  a giant s tep closer  to the goal 
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stated by Clinton ban sponsor  Sen. Dianne Feinstein 
(D-Calif.) , who said on CBSÁ s  60 Minutes:  " I f I  could 
have gott en 51 votes  in the Senate of the United 
States  for  an out r ight ban, picking up every one of 
them , Mr. and Mrs. Am erica, turn them all in, I  
would have done it ."  Toward that goal, 
Conyers/ McCarthy would:  

·  Ban every gun m ade to lawful ly com ply with the 
Clinton ban. The Clinton ban arbit rari ly dictated the 
kinds  of grips, stocks  and att achm ents  that new 
guns  could have. Manufacturers  com plied. New guns  
were m ade to conform to the Clinton rest r ict ions. 
Now prohibit ionists  want t o ban the new guns, 
too .General one day claim s  is  not "sport ing,"  even 
though self-defense is  a fundam ental r ight and the 
federal const itut ion, the const itut ions  of 44 states, 
and the laws  of al l  50 states  recognize the r ight t o 
use guns  for  defense. 

·  Ban 68 nam ed guns  (Clinton ban nam ed 19 guns) ;  
Ban parts  used to repair  or  refurbish guns, including 

 ·  Ban guns  the Clinton legislat ion expressly 
exem pted from prohibit ion. This  includes  Ruger  Mini-
14s, Ranch Rifles, and .30 Caliber  Carbines, and 
ent ire classes  of guns, including fixed m agazine 
r ifles, as  well  as  shotguns  that hold under  five 
rounds. 

·  Ban guns  widely used for  target shoo t ing. I t bans  
the three center- fire r ifles  m ost comm only used for  
m arksm anship com pet it ions:  the Colt AR-15, the 
Springfield M1A, and the M1 "Garand."  

·  Ban al l  sem i-autom at ic shotguns:  Rem ingtons, 
Winchesters, Benell is, Berett as, etc., widely used for  
hunt ing, t rap, skee t , and sport ing clays, by bann ing 
their  receivers  (m ain com ponent ) . 

·  Ban guns  for  defense. Bans  any sem i-autom at ic 
r ifle or  shotgun any U.S. Att orney fram es  or  
receivers;  Ban im portat ion of amm unit ion m agazines  
exem pt under  Clinton ban;  Ban private sales  of 
m il l ions  of guns, their  fram es  and receivers, and 
their  parts;  Ban sem i-autom at ic r ifles  under  30"  long 
(useful for  hom e defense) ;  Ban al l  sem i-autom at ic 
r ifles  that can hold m ore than 10 rounds.  

·  Ban guns  rarely used in crim e. State and local law 
enforcem ent agency reports  have always  shown that 
guns  on the Clinton and Conyers/ McCarthy ban l ists  
have never  been used in m ore than a sm all  
percentage of violent crim e. The Congressionally-
m andated study of the Clinton law concluded that 
guns  it banned "were never  used in m ore than a 
fract ion of al l  gun m urders."  But even if they were, 

are the r ights  and l ibert ies  of law-abiding cit izens  to 
be dictated by the acts  of crim inals? 

·  Begin "backdoo r"  regist rat ion. Requires  
m anufacturers  of banned guns, fram es, receivers, 
and parts  to report t he nam es  of their  dealers, and 
requires  dealers  to report any of those parts  they 
have in stock. The next step is  obvious-dem anding 
the nam es  of gun owners  who buy those parts. 

Please contact your  U.S. Representat ive at (202) 
224-3121 or  by using the "Write Your  
Representat ives" feature and urge them to o pp ose 
any att em pt t o keep al ive the Clinton gun ban.  

SCHUMER  HI T  W I TH  HI STORI C FI NE 

One of the loudest proponents  of the cam paign 
finance "reform "  m ess  passed by Congress  last year, 
U.S. Senator  Charles  Schum er  (D-N.Y.) , was  fined 
earl ier  this  year  by the Federal Elect ion Comm ission 
(FEC) for  violat ing, you guessed it , cam paign finance 
laws. The March rul ing ordered the senatorÁ s  1998 
senatorial cam paign to pay $130,000 in civi l  
penalt ies, and d em anded the cam paign return 
$120,455 in i l legal cont r ibut ions. At j ust a touch 
over  a quarter-m il l ion dol lars, the decision is  one of 
the largest financial penalt ies  ever  im posed on a 
m em ber  of Congress. I f Schum erÁ s  cam paign was  
not capable of obeying the cam paign finance laws in 
place in 1998-when they were, by m ost argum ents, 
som ewhat sim pler  than before the passage of last 
yearÁ s  "reform s"-one wonders  what m ight be in 
store for  the future. 

CONTI NUE  TO PROMOTE  RECKLES S  LAW SUI T  
PRE EMPTI ON 

The batt le in the U.S. Senate over  reckless  lawsuit 
preem pt ion cont inues. I t is  crucial that you cal l  both 
your  U.S. Senators  and urge them to help b ring an 
end to predatory, m erit - less  lawsuits  designed to 
wipe out t he firearm indust ry, or  im pose nat ionwide 
gun cont rol " laws"  by local j udicial fiat . Let your  
Senators  know that it is  crucial they supp ort S. 659, 
and halt t he abuse of our  courts  by ant i-gun 
ext rem ists  who are t rying to usurp congressional 
authority with the aid of greedy t r ial lawyers  and 
act ivist j udges. Also urge them to supp ort t he wil l  of 
the m ajorit y by working to derai l  the fi l ibuster  ant i-
gun Senators  have threatened to launch to defeat S. 
659. Ant i-gun ext rem ists  opp osed to this  reform are 
clearly in the m inority, and wil l  use any m eans  
available to supp ort t he e fforts  of their  cohorts  in the 
gun-ban lobb y. To contact your  U.S. Senators, you 
can call the U.S. Senate switchboard at (202) 224-
3121, and they should be able to assist you. For  
those on the I nternet , you can use our  "Write Your  
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Representat ives" too l to find contact inform at ion. 
And for  a l ist of Senate cosponsors  of S. 659, those 
on the I nternet can go to the Library of Congress  
website, at htt p: // thom as.loc.gov/  
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JURY REJECTS  NAA CP  CLAI MS  --  W I L L  JUDGE  
CONCUR? 

On May 14, an advisory jury in the NAACPÁ s  lawsuit 
against a num ber  of gun m anufacturers  rendered it s  
verdict . After  nearly five days  of del iberat ion, the 
jury unanim ously found 38 of the indust ry 
defendants  not l iable for  the crim inal m isuse of their  
products. Seven other  defendants  were exonerated 
by a vote of at least 10 of the 12 jurors. I n 23 
add it ional instances, the jury rendered no decision. 
Not a single defendant was  found intent ionally or  
negligent ly responsible for  any public nuisance, as  
the NAACP t r ied to claim . 

Lawrence Keane, vice president and general counsel 
for  the Nat ional Shoo t ing Sports  Foundat ion (NS SF) , 
said of the verdict , "We welcom e the advisory juryÁ s  
comm on sense finding that t he m anufacturers  and 
dist r ibutors  of f irearm s  are not responsible for  the 
crim inal m isuse of their  products."  Keane cont inued, 
"This  victory dem onst rates  the claim s  m ade by the 
NAACP and others  are baseless  and ent irely without 
m erit and proves  the firearm indust ry is  a highly-
regulated and law-abiding indust ry."  

The jury verdict , however, does  not bring an off icial 
close to this  case. The presiding judge, Jack B. 
Weinstein, who has  a history of j udicial act ivism 
penalizing the gun indust ry, wi l l  use the juryÁ s  
decision only in an advisory capacity. The juryÁ s  
decision can be acc epted or  rejected in whole or  part 
by Weinstein in the next 30 days. 

LET  THE  GAMES  BEGI N!  

As  we predicted, the ant i-gunners  in the Senate are 
prepared the thwart t he wil l  of that bodyÁ s  m ajorit y 
and are hatching a plan to derai l  S. 659- the Senate 
version of reckless  lawsuit preem pt ion that cur rent ly 
enjoys  the supp ort of 52 cosponsors. The House 
version of the bi l l-H.R. 1036-already passed in that 
cham ber  by an overwhelm ing bipart isan m ajorit y. 
The future of lawsuit preem pt ion in the Senate, 
however, is  far  less  certain. 

Fox News  Channel reported on Tuesday (May 13) 
that t he cam paign to stym ie S. 659 through use of a 
fi l ibuster  is  already underway. Sen. Jack Reed (D-
R.I .) has  claim ed, " [ we]  wil l  do everything we can to 

stop this... legislat ion from becom ing law."  I n 
add it ion to the fi l ibuster, Reed has  prom ised that t he 
ant i- freedom Senate cont ingent m ay t ry to am end S. 
659 with a host of gun cont rol proposals, including a 
gun show ban and m andatory storage language, to 
nam e just a couple. 

With the fight over  this  m uch-needed reform 
beginn ing to reach crit ical m ass, it is  m ore im portant 
than ever  that you cont inue to contact your  U.S. 
Senators  in supp ort of S. 659 and ask them to do 
everything in their  power  to prevent any 
parliam entary t r ickery to de- rail this  comm on sense 
reform . You can call your  U.S. Senators  at (202) 
224-3121 or  use our  "Write Your  Representat ives"  
too l to find contact inform at ion. For  a list of Senate 
cosponsors  of S. 659, go to the Library of Congress  
website, at htt p: // thom as.loc.gov. 
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CNN  CAUGHT  LYI NG RED HANDED!  

NR A` s  W ayne L aP ier r e T akes  T hem T o T he 
W oods hed!  

CNN, which bi l ls  it self as  " the m ost t rusted nam e in 
news,"  was  caught lying during it s  " report ing"  on so-
cal led "assault weapons."  On May 15, CNN aired two 
pieces  which del iberately m isled it s  viewers  into 
bel ieving that t he sem i-autom at ic firearm s  banned 
under  the 1994 Clinton gun ban are m ore powerful 
than other  guns  that werenÁ t banned. 

CNN` s John Zarel la a r ranged a l ive- fire 
dem onst rat ion with Sheriff Ken Jenne of the Broward 
County (Fla.) SheriffÁ s  Departm ent . The exercise 
began with a deputy fir ing a Chinese AK-47 Zarel la 
claim ed was  targeted by the Clinton gun ban. Down 
range, viewers  saw the rounds  punching holes  in 
cinder  blocks  and penet rat ing body arm or. Next , the 
sheriff f ired what was  referenced as  a different 
civi l ian AK-47 m odel that was  not covered by the 
Á 94 ban. I ncredibly, viewers  saw no bul let holes, 
dust , or  sm oke on the cinder  blocks  during this  
dem on-st rat ion, as  no rounds  hit t he cinder  blocks!  
I n fact , CNN later  acknowledged, the deputy was  
actual ly fir ing into the ground. Obviously, the biased 
point t he report was  prom ot ing was  that t he firearm s  
banned by the Clinton gun ban were som ehow m ore 
powerful than those that were not banned?a not ion, 
of course, that is  without any factual m erit . 

I n a later  segm ent t hat sam e day, a deputy was  
aided by CNN in prom ulgat ing the m ost blatant 
distort ion of the t ruth. This  t im e the gun used was  a 
fully-autom at ic firearm , and it obl iterated the cinder  
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blocks . Of course, not one of the guns  banned in ` 94 
is  ful ly-automatic. Al l  of the fi rearms  covered by 
Clinton` s  ban are sem i-autom at ics.  Ful ly-automatic 
fi rearms  have been s tr ictly regulated s ince 1934. 

T his  demons tration attempted to bols ter  the 
j us tification for  S her iff Jenne and the S her iff` s  
Department supporting the gun ban. T his  should 
come as  no surpr ise, though, s ince Jenne, who was  a 
former  Democratic s tate lawmaker  in Flor ida, 
supported a s tate bi l l  banning semi-automatic 
fi rearms  which was  defeated. 

T hankful ly this  sad saga didn` t end here. On May 
19, CNN offered viewers  this  tepid explanation:   

" On this  program on T hursday, we aired a l ive 
demons tration on CNN set up with law enforcement 
officials  of a banned semi-automatic r i fle and its  
legal counterpar t. We reviewed that demons tration 
and one on another  CNN program, and decided that 
a more detai led repor t would better  explain this  
complex is sue."   

NRA` s  Wayne LaPier re called CNN on the carpet, 
for thr ightly s tating, " We caught them red handed in 
the act. Now they` re backpedaling."  Wayne also 
noted, " Either  it was  a deliberate attempt to fake the 
s tory, or  the repor ter  had a complete ignorance of 
the s tory he` s  cover ing."  Either  is  unacceptable. 
Wayne pointed out a glar ing difference between CNN 
and the New York Tim es, who recently fi red a 
repor ter  for  his  long and sordid his tory of fabr icating 
s tor ies , noting how when New York Tim es repor ter s  
l ie, eventually they get fi red. But, such is  not the 
case with CNN. I f you wish to contact CNN to convey 
your  outrage, you may reach them at:  One CNN 
Center , N.W., Atlanta, GA, 30303-2762, (404) 827-
1500, e-mail:  CNN@cnn.com;  webs ite:  
http: //www.cnnradionet.com/PUBLI C/Home/default.
htm. 

L E GI S L AT I VE  S U MMAR Y OF   

P E NDI NG GU N B AN B I L L S  I N CONGR E S S  

T wo bi l ls  introduced in Congres s  seek to vast ly 
expand the 1994 Clinton gun ban?H.R. 2038 and S . 
1034 . Below is  a br ief descr iption of each. Please 
contact your  U.S . Representative in oppos ition to 
H.R. 2038 and your  U.S . S enators  in oppos ition to S . 
1034. Your  can call  your  U.S . Representative at 
(202) 225-3121, and your  U.S . S enators  at (202) 
224-3121. You can find contact inform at ion for  your  
lawm akers  by using the "Write Your  
Representat ives"  too l at w w w .NR AI L A.or g.  
Add it ional inform at ion on these bil ls  can also be 
found here, or  you can call I LA Grassroo ts  at (800) 

392-8683. We wil l  inevitably face additional 
legis lation to re-author ize the ban as  well , so please 
raise your  obj ection to re-author iz ing the ban to 
your  federal lawmakers  also. 

H.R. 2038, introduced by Rep. Carolyn McCarthy (D-
N.Y.), does  not j us t " reenact"  or  " reauthor ize"  the 
1994 Clinton ban. I t bans  mil l ionsmore guns . And it 
begins  backdoor  regis tration of guns . For  detai ls  on 
H.R. 2038, please refer  to the Grass roots  Aler t (Vol. 
10, No. 19, 5/9/03).  (Note:  I n that edit ion of the 
Grassroo ts  Alert , we incor rect ly referenced H.R. 2038 
as  the Conyers/ McCarthy bil l.)  

I n the S enate, the Clinton gun ban` s  authors , S en. 
Dianne Feins tein (D-Calif.) and S en. Char les  
S chumer  (D-N.Y.), introduced S . 1034. T he bi l l  is  
les s  extreme than McCarthy` s , which they hope wil l  
give it a greater  chance of passage. T he two 
S enators  recently explained their  s trategy:  Feins tein 
said she would l ike to push for  s tronger  gun controls , 
but " it isn` t in the cards  r ight now."  " We know that 
if we push it too far , we` ll have no bi l l ,"  S chumer  
added.  (Los  Angeles  Tim es, May 9, 2003) When S en. 
Feins tein says  " r ight now,"  it has  a special meaning. 
S he is  already on record supporting gun confiscation, 
having said, " I f I  could have gotten 51 votes  in the 
S enate of the United S tates  for  an outr ight ban, 
picking up every one of them, Mr . and Mrs . Amer ica, 
turn them all  in, I  would have done it. I  could not do 
that. T he votes  weren` t there."  (CBS  60 Minutes, 
Dec. 5, 1995)  

Like H.R. 2038, S . 1034 does  not merely 
" reauthor ize"  or  " extend"  the Clinton gun ban, it:  
permanently bans  mil l ions  of guns  and amm-unition 
magazines , including magazines  used in the mos t 
popular  target shooting r ifles  and conventional 
handguns ;  expands  the Clinton gun ban by 
prohibiting the importation of magazines ;  and places  
legitimate importer s  at increased r is k of groundles s  
prosecution for  a 10-year  felony offense. 

COU R T  S T AYS  McCAI N-F E I NGOL D R U L I NG 

T he special ly-created federal panel of j udges  that 
is sued the decis ion on the McCain-Feingold 
campaign finance " reform"  law has  s tayed its  
decis ion. T his  means  unti l  the S upreme Court 
reviews  the lower  cour t` s  decis ion, the laws  
governing campaign activities  wil l  be those outl ined 
in the McCain-Feingold law.  

T he cour t` s  or iginal decis ion actually expanded 
McCain-Feingold` s  prohibition on running is sue-
related broadcas t ads . T he s tatute, as  passed, 
prohibited groups  l ike NRA from running these kinds  
of ads  dur ing the cr itical months  leading up to an 
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election. T he cour t` s  decis ion, however , prohibited 
these ads  from running at any time dur ing the year . 
By s taying its  rul ing, NRA is  able to forge ahead with 
ads  cr iticiz ing S en. Char les  S chumer  (D-N.Y.) and 
others  for  their  intrans igence on S . 659?the 
S enate` s  lawsuit preemption bi l l .  I f the cour t had 
not taken this  remedial action, NRA would have been 
prohibited from running such ads . I t wi l l  be up to the 
S upreme Court to render  the final decis ion on the 
cons titutionality of the McCain-Feingold law. 

 


