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ACS L  L aw s uit  agains t  
P enns ylvania S t at e P ol ice  

 
S ince las t month's  repor t we have not received any 
additional information regarding our  lawsuit agains t 
the Pennsylvania S tate Pol ice. 
 
Coali t ion of  Gun Ow ner s  F or m t o 

Oppos e H B  2 4 0 3   
 
A Coalition of pro-gun groups  has  formed to oppose 
House B i l l  2403.  T he bi l l  is  an attempt to amend 
Pennsylvania's  Protection From Abuse Act.  I t has  
been introduced by Melis sa Weber , one of the mos t 
anti-gun legis lators  in the Pennsylvania General 
As sembly, and has  drawn cons iderable oppos ition 
from j us t about every maj or  gun owning 
organization in Pennsylvania because of the bi l l 's  
provis ions  directing the confiscation of fi rearms  from 
anyone a cour t has  granted a PFA.   
 
According to the lates t B i l l  S ummary from the House 
Judiciary Committee the bi l l  is  intended to amend 
Chapter  61 of T itle 23 as  fol lows :  
 
• Expands  the definition of " family members "  to 

include persons  cur rently or  former ly in a dating 
relationship whether  or  not the relations  ship 
included sexual activity 

 
• Prohibits  the as s ignment of fees  upon plaintiffs  

for  the commencement of the proceedings  and 
permits  the cour t to require defendants  to pay 
any and al l  cos ts  and fees  as sociated with an 
order . 

 
• I ncreases  the maximum term for  a protection 

order  from 18 months  to 3 years . 
 

• Extends  the time per iod dur ing which the 
hear ing on a PFA matter  has  to be heard to ten 
bus ines s  days . 

 
• Requires  the cour t to as ses s  the r is k posed by 

defendants  when awarding temporary cus tody 
or  es tablishing vis itation r ights . 

 
• Allows  the cour t tin the county where a violation 

has  occur red and the cour t in the county where 
the protection order  was  is sued to accept 
j ur isdiction over  indirect cr iminal contempt 
charges  for  violation of protection from abuse 
orders . 

 
 
• Allows  the plaintiff to seek rel ief even if the 

defendant is  not a res ident of the 
Commonwealth, provided that the cour t has  
personal j ur isdiction over  the defendant.   

 
• Permits  the cour t to order  the defendant to 

rel inquish al l  fi rearms  and any weapons  or  
ammunition used or  threatened to be used 
agains t the plaintiff for  the duration of an order  
within 24 hours  of entry of the order . 

 
• Requires  the cour t to hold a hear ing on any 

petition fi led under  the provis ion in the bi l l  
creating the expres s  r ight of a PFA defendant to 
petition the cour t to al low for  the sale or  trans fer  
of any rel inquished fi rearm within ten bus ines s  
days . 

 
• Requires  that the  cour t shal l  provide the 

defendant with a " reasonable"  time to frame to 
rel inquish posses s ion of any fi rearms  it is  not 
poss ible to rel inquish posses s ion with 24 hours . 

 
• Allows  a person who is  the subj ect of an order  

which provides  for  the rel inquishment of a 
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fi rearm , to, in l ieu of rel inquishment to a 
sher iff, rel inquish the fi rearm to a l icensed 
dealer  for  cons ignment sale, safekeeping or  
some other  lawful trans fer .  Any person 
rel inquishing a fi rearm to a l icensed dealer  
would be  required to provide the sher iff with an 
affidavit which l is t the fi rearm rel inquished to a 
l icensed dealer . 

 
• Provides  a mechanism for  defendants  to trans fer  

or  sel l  fi rearms  in posses s ion of the sher iff. 
 
• Expres s ly ties  T itle 23 PFA rel inquishments  to 

the T itle 18 requirement that the sher iff provide 
a receipt to the defendant l is ting the fi rearms  
rel inquished and the general condition thereof. 

 
• Provides  that the provis ions  of title 18 

S ubsection 6105(f) impos ing l iabi l i ty on sher iffs  
and law enforcement for  damage caused to 
fi rearms  in their  cus tody apply to any fi rearm 
rel inquished pursuant to a PFA order . 

 
• Requires  the Cour t to specifical ly l is t al l  

fi rearms , weapons  and ammunition ordered 
rel inquished by the cour t in the PFA order , which 
wil l  be l is ted in the S tatewide Regis try of FA 
orders . 

 
• Requires  that al l  PFAs  (which include 

information regarding rel inquished fi rearms) 
mus t be purged form the S tate Pol ice PFA 
Regis try upon expiration. 

 
• Prohibits  any  government or  law enforcement 

agency or  any agent hereof, from creating, 
maintaining or  operating any regis try of fi rearm 
ownership within this  commonwealth. 

 
• Provides  for  the appointment of mas ter  in 

emergency s ituations . 
 
Organizations  that oppose HB 2403 PN 3829 include:  
 
(PR&PA)  Pennsylvania Rifle and Pis tol As sociation 
(the NRA s tate affi l iate in Pennsylvania), 
(PFS C)   Pennsylvania Federation of S por tsmen's  
Clubs , 
(ACS L)   Al legheny County S por tsmen's  League, 
(PS A)    Pennsylvania S por tsmen's  Association, 
(FOAC)   F irearms  Owners  Agains t Cr ime wil l  record 
a vote for  HB 2403 as  an anti-gun vote., 
(PGOA)   Pennsylvania Gun Owners  As sociation,   
(GOA)    Gun Owners  of Amer ica,  
(KFC)    Keys tone Firearms  Coalition 
 

As  of this  pr inting the bi l l  has  been refer red to the 
House Appropr iation's  Committee, which could be 
the las t s tep before it is  cons idered for  final vote.  
Cur rently the Coalition, lead by the Pennsylvania 
S por tsmen's  Association is  reques ting that members 
of the General As sembly oppose HB 2403 if i t is  
scheduled for  a vote.  With NRA not oppos ing the bi l l  
i t is  l ikely that it wi l l  get l i ttle oppos ition.  Hopeful ly, 
the PS A wil l  develop alternative language to amend 
the bi l l  and s tr ike out some of the problems  with the 
legis lation.  We are hopeful that such language and 
amendments  wil l  be for th coming. 
 
According to the PS A it appears  that an attempt to 
resolve the differences  with the legis lation with the 
supporter s  of the bi l l  has  fai led.   
 
T he bi l l  has  the support of Governor  Rendell , and he 
has  j oined representatives  from the Pennsylvania 
Coalition Agains t Domestic Violence (PCADV) and 
the Pennsylvania Coalition Agains t Rape (PCAR) and 
victims  of domestic violence and rape spoke in 
support of the legis lation. 
 
As  of Monday, June 7, 2004 a vote on the bi l l  has  
been pos tponed .  T he PS A is  asking gun owners  to 
contact your  s tate representative today –  asking 
them to vote NO on Pennsylvania HB 2403. 
 

Jef fer s on Count y Gun Ow ner s  
W in in Cour t . 

 
According to an ar ticle in the June 4 th Pittsburgh Pos t 
Gazette, " A j udge has  ruled that a secur ity ordinance 
al lowing for  metal detectors  and X- ray machines  to 
be placed in the cour thouse doorway to conduct 
weapons  searches , confl icts  with s tate law that says  
" no county [may] regulate the lawful ownership, 
posses s ion, trans fer  or  transpor tation of fi rearms ."   

S tate law, which takes  precedence over  local 
ordinances , already regulates  fi rearms  in 
cour thouses , saying that gun posses s ion in a " cour t 
faci l i ty"  is  i l legal. But those cour t faci l i ties , argued 
Wil l iam S trong, the plaintiffs' attorney, include 
cour trooms , the dis tr ict attorney's  office and j udges' 
chambers , but not the whole bui lding.  

T hat means  a person car rying a legally regis tered 
handgun should be al lowed access  to, say, the 
as ses sor's  office, S trong said. And it also means  that 
counties  and towns  can't pass  fi rearms- related 
ordinances  meant to supplement the ex is ting s tate 
law. Jeffer son County's  law, in place s ince 2002, 
hasn't been enforced lately." 
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GOVE R NOR  B U S H  S U P P OR T S  GU N OW NE R S `  
R I GH T S :   

S I GNS  T W O I MP OR T ANT  B I L L S  I NT O L AW !  

On May 13, with overwhelming support in the Flor ida 
Legis lature and from firearm owners  acros s  the 
s tate, Governor  Jeb Bush (R) s igned two important 
gun r ights  bi l ls  (S B 1156 and HB 155) into law. 
Former  NRA Pres ident Mar ion P. Hammer , NRA 
Executive Vice Pres ident Wayne LaPier re, NRA- I LA 
Executive Director  Chr is  W. Cox, and Director  of 
S tate & Local Affair s  Randy Kozuch were present on 
behalf of our  four  mil l ion members  to witness  the 
enacting of these two important laws . 

S B 1156 ends  damaging government lawsuits  
provided fi rearm ranges  make good faith effor ts  to 
exercise sound management pr inciples  in their  
disposal of lead ammunition. Pr ior  to its  passage, 
range facil i ties  had no shield or  protection agains t 
environmental lawsuits  devised to force ranges  out-
of-bus ines s  by placing them at the mercy of the 
cour t, i r respective of whether  they posed a r is k to 
the environment. 

Dur ing the bi l l` s  s igning ceremony, LaPier re said 
that, " S hooting ranges  are owned and operated by 
lawful bus ines smen and women who work to 
improve the environment and avoid contamination. 
T he law demons trates  that our  commitment to 
protecting the environment is  j us t as  s trong as  our  
commitment to S econd Amendment r ights  and 
Amer ica` s  her itage of fi rearms  ownership."  

T he new law, the fi r s t of its  kind in the country, 
requires  the Flor ida Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) to provide copies  of " Bes t Practices  
for  Environmental S tewardship for  F lor ida S hooting 
Ranges "  to range managers  s tatewide to keep their  
operations  on a sound, environmentally fr iendly 
path. T hat bluepr int for  action was  the culmination 
of near ly a decade of research and cooperative 
effor ts  initiated by the NRA, the National S hooting 
S por ts  Foundation, and the Wildl i fe Management 
I ns titute. 

" S hooting ranges  that implement these 
environmental management practices  wil l  not have 
to fear  malicious  lawsuits ,"  added Cox. " T hat is  what 
a win-win s trategy is  al l  about, S B 1156 is  an ideal 
remedy for  fi rearms  owners  and the environment."  

T he dr iving force behind passage of S B 1156, 
Hammer , Executive Director  of " Unified S por tsmen 
of F lor ida,"  praised the Flor ida Legis lature and 
Governor  Bush saying, " Once again, F lor ida is  
leading the way with model legis lation that should 
be adopted by every s tate. Protecting shooting 
ranges  is  an es sential element of protecting S econd 
Amendment r ights . And teaching range owners  bes t 
management practices  to el iminate environmental 
r is k is  j us t plain common sense."  

T he second bi l l  s igned by Governor  Bush, HB 155, 
s tops  the i l legal compil ing of computer ized l is ts  of 
law-abiding fi rearms  owners  and the guns  they own, 
otherwise known as  regis tration of law-abiding gun 
owners . 

I n violation of federal law, a few of F lor ida` s  urban 
S her iffs  have been effectively bui lding gun 
regis tration l is ts  and databases . T his  information has  
nothing to do with cr iminal inves tigations  or  cr ime 
guns , and is  in clear  violation of T he Firearms  
Owners `  Protection Act (18 U.S . Code section 926). 

" HB 155 wil l  s top law-abiding fi rearm owners  from 
being profi led and made suspects  s imply because 
they exercise their  cons titutional r ight,"  Hammer  
said. " T his  law is  important because it s tops  gun 
regis tration, the wors t form of gun control, that only 
aims  to des troy freedom."  

Passage of the bi l l  was  supported by the Flor ida 
Pol ice Benevolent As sociation, the Flor ida S her iff` s  
As sociation, and the Flor ida Pol ice Chiefs  
As sociation. 

S OU T H  CAR OL I NA R E P E AL S  " ONE -GU N-A-
MONT H "  L AW  

After  three decades  of hard work, NRA- I LA can 
announce that the S outh Carol ina Legis lature has  
repealed the s tate` s  " one-gun-a-month"  law, which 
has  l imited the r ights  of law-abiding citizens  by 
prohibiting multiple handgun purchases  within a 30-
day waiting per iod. HB 3442 is  now headed to 
Governor  Mark S anford (R).  

" NRA is  pleased that the people of S outh Carol ina 
wil l  no longer  be subj ect to this  unreasonable gun 
rationing law, a law that has  only affected hones t 
gun owners  and therefore could only have a negative 
impact on cr ime,"  said NRA- I LA Executive Director  
Chr is  W. Cox. " Gun rationing laws  set a bad and 
uncons titutional precedent that government can 
l imit the frequency with which a law-abiding citizen 
may exercise a cons titutionally-protected r ight. I f 
governments  can l imit law-abiding citizens  to one 
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gun a month, they can extend it to one gun a year , 
one-gun a l i fetime, or  no guns  at al l ."   

" One-gun-a-month"  laws  have been tr ied in S outh 
Carol ina, Virginia, and Maryland, and have fai led in 
al l  three s tates . After  S outh Carol ina imposed its  law 
in 1975, violent cr ime soared there and in New York 
City, the supposed beneficiary of the law. I n the 
1990` s , violent cr ime declined nationally, but rose in 
Washington, D.C., the supposed beneficiary of 
Virginia` s  law. Maryland imposed its  law in 1998, 
yet it has  the highes t robbery rate of any s tate, and 
Baltimore` s  homicide rate is  among the wors t of al l  
maj or  U.S . cities .  

" On behalf of tens  of thousands  of S outh Carol ina 
NRA members , gun owners  and spor tsmen, I  want to 
thank the S enators  and Representatives  who 
supported this  bi l l  and Governor  S anford for  acting 
to abolish this  senseles s  law,"  added Cox. 
" Additionally, I  would l ike to s ingle out the effor ts  of 
several key lawmakers  who ensured passage of this  
reform including Representatives  B i l l  S andifer  (R-2) 
and James  Har r ison (R-75), and S enators  Hugh 
Leather  man (R-31), Glenn McConnell  (R-41), and 
John Hawkins  (R-12). T he S econd Amendment is  
s tronger  today thanks  to the effor ts  of al l  those in 
S outh Carol ina and acros s  Amer ica who s tand up to 
preserve freedom."  

VI CT OR Y F OR  NR A AND H U NT E R S  AS  
MI NNE S OT A R E I NS T AT E S  DOVE  S E AS ON  

I n an his tor ic vote, law-abiding spor tsmen wil l  enj oy 
a dove hunting season in Minnesota for  the fi r s t time 
s ince 1946. Despite effor ts  from anti-hunting groups  
to block the legis lation, the Minnesota Legis lature 
voted overwhelmingly to pass  the Omnibus  Game 
and Fish B i l l  (HF 2368) that places  the mourning 
dove on the s tate` s  game bird l is t. T he bi l l  is  now 
headed to Governor  T im Pawlenty (R) for  his  
expected s ignature. Minnesota wil l  be the 40th s tate 
with an es tablished dove hunting season in Amer ica.  

" T his  is  a s ignificant moment for  hunters  and NRA 
members  acros s  the s tate,"  said NRA- I LA Executive 
Director  Chr is  W. Cox. " T he men and women of 
Minnesota have made their  voices  heard, they do not 
want animal " r ights "  extremis ts  making crucial 
decis ions  about their  spor t and hunting traditions . 
Es tablishing a mourning dove season in Minnesota is  
a victory for  the Amer ican hunting her itage of this  
popular  and famil iar  game bird.  

" T hanks  to the s trong bi-par tisan support of this  
legis lation, the people of Minnesota wil l  final ly have 
the opportunity to par ticipate in one of Amer ica` s  
oldes t and cher ished pas times ,"  added Cox. " On 

behalf of Minnesota` s  NRA members , spor tsmen and 
hunters , I  want to thank Governor  Pawlenty and al l  
of the S enators  and Representatives  who supported 
this  his tor ic legis lation. I  would especial ly l ike to 
thank S peaker  S teve S viggum (R-28B) and S enator  
Pat Par iseau (R-36) for  their  hard work and 
perseverance to rees tablish this  important tradition 
for  future generations ."   

" MI L L I ON"  MOM F AR CE  

One S econd Amendment supporter  who witnessed 
las t S unday` s  (two-one- thousandths -of-a) " Mil l ion"  
Mom March was  quoted as  saying, " I t wasn` t a 
?Mil l ion Mom March,`  it was  a ?thousand gang 
l imp.` "   

T he quote aptly descr ibes  the event` s  extremely low 
turnout, and is  indicative of the waning interes t in 
the group` s  anti- freedom message. T he Associated 
Pres s  generous ly es timated the s ize of the crowd at 
j us t 2,000, or  about 99.8 percent les s  than the 
group` s  bi l l ing implied!  

T he year` s  event, organized in conj unction with the 
Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence, represents  
yet another  unsuccess ful attempt by the " Mil l ion"  
Mom March group to forward its  misguided agenda, 
and ral ly what` s  left of its  supporter s  agains t lawful 
fi rearms  ownership. Undeter red by the obvious  lack 
of support, and determined to pers is t in its  anti-gun 
mis s ion, the group continues  to lobby for  the 
renewal of the Clinton gun ban, which wil l  expire on 
S eptember  13, 2004. And while they wil l  claim that 
their  pr imary concern is  " safety,"  it is  i ronic, to say 
the leas t, that the group` s  two marquee events  have 
coincided with pres idential election years . 

Make no mis take. Over  the next few months  we` re 
in for  a sus tained political battle over  this  is sue. And 
we need to be prepared. I f you want to know the 
T RUT H about the Clinton gun ban, please vis it NRA-
I LA` s  informative webs ite- -  
www.ClintonGunBan.com - -and learn the facts  about 
this  debate, which has  too long been dr iven and 
dominated by falsehoods  and emotion. And please 
forward this  webs ite to others  who need to know 
both the his tory and the truth about this  is sue. 
T hen, please contact your  U.S . Representative and 
S enators  and urge them to oppose cur rent 
legis lation seeking to greatly expand the 1994 
Clinton gun ban- -H.R. 2038, H.R. 3831, S . 1431, 
and S . 1034. And remember  to use NRA- I LA` s  
Resources  on this  is sue to wr ite letter s  to the editor  
of your  local newspaper  whenever  the need to set 
the record s traight ar ises . T ogether , we can expose 
and refute the anti-gunners  l ies , and emotional 
sensationalism.  
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You can find contact information for  your  elected 
officials  by us ing the " Wr ite Your  Representatives "  
tool at www.NRAI LA.org, or  you can call  your  U.S . 
S enators  at (202) 224-3121 and your  U.S . 
Representative at (202) 225-3121. You can also use 
the " Wr ite the Media"  feature for  as s is tance in 
identifying, and wr iting letter s  to, the editor  of your  
area newspaper . 
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CR I ME  I N E NGL AND:  T H E  P R I CE  OF  GU N 
CONT R OL  

I n March of 1996, a deranged man walked into a 
school in Dunblane, S cotland and ki l led s ix teen 
chi ldren and one teacher . I n the aftermath of this  
heinous  tragedy, Br itish politicians  sought to reduce 
violent cr ime by enacting an inj udicious  ban on al l  
handguns . Handgun owners  were given a February 
1998 deadline to turn in their  fi rearms- -and they 
did. T he UK was  supposed to become a much safer  
place- -but it didn` t. Not by a long shot.  

As  repor ted in a May 14 ar ticle in the Edmonton 
Journal, England` s  recently released gun-cr ime 
s tatis tics  for  the fi r s t five years  fol lowing the gun-
ban indicate a very different outcome than that 
which was  forecas t. According to the ar ticle, " the 
incidence of gun cr ime in England and Wales  near ly 
doubled from 13,874 in 1998 to 24,070 in 2003. And 
the incidence of fi rearms  murder , while thankful ly 
s ti l l  very small, has  r isen 65 per  cent,"  (emphas is  
added). 

T he ar ticle detai ls  s tatis tics  from another  repor t 
is sued las t year  by Br itain` s  Home Office, which 
reveal that there has  also been a dramatic increase 
in robber ies  in recent years . T hey repor t that 
robber ies , " rose by 28 per  cent in 2002 alone and, 
s ince 1998, there has  been an increase in the annual 
average of muggings  of more than 100,000. England 
alone has  near ly 400,000 robber ies  each year , a rate 
near ly one-quarter  higher  per  capita than that of the 
United S tates ,"  (emphas is  added). 

Do gun bans  serve to reduce violent cr ime? When 
law-abiding citizens  are disarmed, is  their  society a 
safer  one? England` s  pl ight is  j us t the lates t 
example to show us , yet again, that the answer  is  
" NO."   

T H E  B R ADY-K E R R Y CONNE CT I ON  

More rock- sol id proof that Pres idential hopeful 
S enator  John Ker ry (D-Mass .) is  a bitter  enemy of 
the S econd Amendment sur faced in today` s  
US AT oday. An ar ticle therein repor ted on a meeting 

of the recently formed l iberal pol itical s trategy group 
" Amer ica Votes ."  T he ar ticle disclosed that, dur ing 
the meeting, the group discus sed the lates t pol l ing 
data gathered by gun-ban groups . Pol ls ter  John 
Marti l la, an adviser  to NRA-PVF " F"  rated Ker ry, 
presented the results  of a national survey that he 
conducted on behalf of the Brady Campaign!  

T he Brady Campaign, of course, s teadfas tly 
maintains  that you have no individual r ight to own 
any fi rearm. 

Ker ry can` t hide from his  pas t. His  abysmal voting 
record on fi rearm- related is sues , and his  support of 
the Clinton gun ban, clear ly show where he s tands  
on our  is sue. T ake some free advice from us , Mr . 
Ker ry, and don` t try to pretend you support the 
S econd Amendment.  
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S OU T H  CAR OL I NA GOVE R NOR  S I GNS  ONE -
GU N-A-MONT H  R E P E AL  

NRA- I LA is  pleased to announce that Governor  Mark 
S anford (R) has  s igned HB 3442, repealing S outh 
Carol ina` s  res tr ictive " one-gun-a-month"  law. T he 
law l imited the r ights  of law-abiding citizens  by 
prohibiting handgun purchases  with the 
es tablishment of a 30-day waiting per iod between 
purchases .  

" T his  is  a great day for  law-abiding fi rearm owners  
in S outh Carol ina,"  said NRA- I LA Executive Director  
Chr is  W. Cox. " On behalf of NRA` s  four  mil l ion 
members , I  would l ike to thank Governor  S anford 
and the S outh Carol ina Legis lature for  recogniz ing 
the importance of abolishing this  unnecessary 
res tr iction on the S econd Amendment.  

" Gun rationing laws  represent gun control in its  
wors t form- - they are des igned solely to res tr ict law-
abiding gun ownership. T oday, S outh Carol ina has  
taken a big leap forward in fur ther ing freedom for  
law-abiding citizens ,"  concluded Cox. 

F B I  R E P OR T S  VI OL E NT  CR I ME  DOW N AGAI N I N 
2 0 0 3  

On May 24, the FB I  released prel iminary cr ime 
s tatis tics  indicating that in 2003 the number  of 
violent cr imes  in the U.S . decreased 3.2%  from the 
previous  year . Because the nation` s  population rose 
between 2002-2003, the FB I ` s  repor t implies  an 
even greater  decrease in the violent cr ime rate (the 
number  of violent cr imes  per  100,000 people). T he 
nation` s  violent cr ime rate has  dropped every year  
s ince 1991. 
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T here were decreases  in three of the four  categor ies  
of violent cr ime. T he number  of rapes  and robber ies  
both decreased by 1.9% , while the number  of 
aggravated as saults  decreased by 4.1% . T he 
number  of murders  increased 1.3% , but unti l  the 
final figures  are published this  Fal l ,  and factored 
agains t the 2003 population count, it wi l l  be unclear  
what change, if any, there was  in the murder  rate, 
which, in recent years  has  decreased to a level not 
seen s ince the mid-1960s . 

T he increase in the number  of murders , FB I  said, 
was  dr iven by a 15.7%  increase in cities  with 
populations  under  10,000, and a 10.8%  increase in 
cities  with populations  between 10,000 and 24,999. 
Murders  increased 0.2%  in big cities , decreased 
6.5%  in suburban counties , and decreased 4.7%  in 
rural counties . 

NRA members  can be par ticular ly pleased about the 
downward trend in violent cr ime. Cr iminologis ts  and 
other  exper ts  routinely attr ibute the trend, in par t, 
to s tronger  law enforcement and sentencing policies  
adopted in the s tates  dur ing the 1990s , in many 
cases  with the active support of NRA. T he anti-gun 
groups , however , mus t have read the FB I ` s  repor t 
with mixed emotions . Because they profes s  an 
interes t in reducing violent cr ime, they doubtles s  
were pleased. On the other  hand, the fact that 
violent cr ime keeps  going down while the numbers  
of guns , gun owners , and Right- to-Car ry s tates  are 
increas ing undercuts  their  anti-gun mantra that 
cr ime is  caused by guns , in and of themselves , and 
not the cr iminals .  

B R ADY CAMP AI GN` S  COMP L AI NT  D I S MI S S E D  

Ear ly this  week, the S enate Ethics  Committee 
official ly dismis sed a complaint lodged by the gun-
ban group, the Brady Campaign, agains t U.S . 
S enator  Lar ry Craig (R- I d.). T he Brady Campaign` s  
feeble complaint centered around the fact that 
S enator  Craig sponsored the Protection of Lawful 
Commerce I n Arms  Act (S . 659/S . 1805) while 
serving as  a member  of NRA` s  Board of Directors .  

T o mos t observers , the complaint was  seen as  
nothing more than desperate, pol itical ly motivated 
sabre rattl ing. T hankful ly, in cons ider ing the is sue, 
the Ethics  Committee put politics  as ide and came 
down on the s ide of common sense.  

Confirming that the Brady Campaign` s  petty 
contention was  unwar ranted, the Ethics  Committee 
informed them that, " After  careful cons ideration of 
your  letter , of the provis ions  of S enate Rule 37 and 
other  relevant s tandards , and of al l  the information 
before the Committee in this  matter , it appears  that 

your  complaint lacks  subs tantial mer it. T herefore, 
the Committee intends  no fur ther  action with respect 
to this  matter , which is  hereby dismis sed."  

W I L L  MI CH I GAN F OL L OW  MI NNE S OT A` S  
L E AD? 

With overwhelming support from the legis lature, 
Governor  T im Pawlenty (R) recently s igned 
legis lation es tablishing a Minnesota dove hunting 
season for  the fi r s t time s ince 1946. A s imilar  bi l l  to 
br ing dove hunting to Michigan- -HB 5029- -awaits  
action from Governor  Jennifer  Granholm (D). 

I n an his tor ic bipar tisan vote in March, the Michigan 
S enate passed HB 5029 by a 22 to 15 vote. I n 
November , the Michigan House of Representatives  
voted 64 to 44 in favor  of es tablishing the fi r s t dove 
hunting season in s tate his tory. 

" Mourning doves  are Amer ica` s  mos t popular  and 
abundant game bird. Michigan spor tsmen should 
have the same opportunity as  people in Minnesota 
and 39 other  s tates  to par ticipate in one of 
Amer ica` s  oldes t and most cher ished pas times  this  
fal l ,"  said NRA- I LA Executive Director  Chr is  W. Cox. 
" On behalf of tens  of thousands  of Michigan 
members , hunters , and spor tsmen, NRA urges  
Governor  Granholm to fol low Minnesota` s  lead in 
es tablishing a dove hunting season."   

T he National S hooting S por ts  Foundation (NS S F), 
the trade organization representing the spor ting 
goods  indus try, forecas ts  a $115 mil l ion addition to 
Minnesota` s  economy with the es tablishment of a 
dove hunting season. One Minnesota spor ting goods  
s tore alone predicts  a $1 mil l ion boos t in sales  with a 
dove season. S imilar  benefits  are predicted for  
Michigan` s  economy if this  legis lation is  s igned into 
law. 

" Br inging a dove season to Michigan does  more than 
provide new hunting opportunities - - it wi l l  boos t the 
economy by expanding tour ism, increas ing spending 
and creating j obs  acros s  the s tate,"  added Cox. 
" S igning this  law wil l  benefit al l  Michiganders , not 
j us t those who par ticipate in the shooting spor ts ."  
Michigan members  should call  Governor  Granholm at 
(517) 373-3400, and respectful ly urge her  to s ign 
HB 5029. 
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F E I NS T E I N I NT R ODU CE S  " AS S AU L T  W E AP ONS "  
R E AU T H OR I Z AT I ON B I L L  

Yes terday, vehemently anti-gun S enator  Dianne 
Feins tein (D-Calif.) introduced S . 2498, legis lation 
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that would reauthor ize the Clinton gun ban. T he bi l l  
is  being held on the S enate floor  and could come up 
at any time.  

T his  is  the s tar t of a sus tained political battle we` ll 
be waging over  the next few months . Our  opponents  
wil l  continue to work at every turn to try and 
accomplish their  anti-gun goals , and we need to be 
prepared. Please vis it NRA- I LA` s  informative 
webs ite- -  www.ClintonGunBan.com - -and learn the 
facts  about this  debate, which has  too long been 
dr iven and dominated by falsehoods  and emotion. 
And please forward this  webs ite to others  who need 
to know both the his tory and the truth about this  
is sue. T hen, please contact your  S enators  and urge 
them to oppose S . 2498 or  any other  legis lation 
seeking to extend the so-called " as sault weapons "  
ban. You can find contact information for  your  
elected officials  by us ing the " Wr ite Your  
Representatives "  tool at www.NRAI LA.org, or  you 
can call  your  U.S . S enators  at (202) 224-3121. 

NOT OR I OU S  NI NT H  CI R CU I T  AT  I T  AGAI N   

Apparently, the Ninth U.S . Circuit Cour t of Appeals  is  
determined to maintain its  paradigm of dispens ing 
political activism under  the guise of unbiased legal 
j udgement.  

Las t fal l ,  a three- j udge panel of the S an Francisco-
based cour t reins tated a wrongful death lawsuit 
agains t the fi rearm indus try that had been 
previous ly tos sed out by a Los  Angeles  federal j udge 
before it went to tr ial. T he suit, I leto v. Glock, seeks  
to blame Glock and others  for  the hor rendous  
cr iminal actions  of deranged white supremacis t 
Buford Fur row. I n 1999, Fur row shot and ki l led 
pos tal worker  Joseph I leto, and wounded three 
chi ldren at a Jewish Community Center  in Grenada 
Hi l ls , California, after  i l legally acquir ing fi rearms . 
What is  not often repor ted is  that, while a Glock 
pis tol was  used in Fur row` s  heinous  cr ime, the gun 
was  or iginal ly sold to a police department, which 
subsequently sold it to a l icensed dealer , who in turn 
sold it to a collector , who final ly sold it to Fur row. 
Glock is  being targeted but did nothing i l legal.  

Fol lowing las t fal l` s  decis ion, Glock asked that the 
ful l  cour t recons ider  the rul ing. Las t week, the ful l  
cour t voted to al low the suit to proceed. 
S ignificantly, eight of the j udges  dis sented. I n 
wr iting the dis sent, Judge Consuelo Callahan said, 
" T he potential impact of the panel` s  decis ion is  
s tagger ing. Any manufacturer  of an arguably 
dangerous  product that finds  its  way into California 
can be hauled into cour t in California to defend 
agains t a civi l  action brought by a victim of the 
cr iminal use of that product."  Drawing an obvious  

conclus ion, Judge Callahan went on to say, " T hus , 
General Motors  would be sued by someone who was  
hit by a Corvette that had been s tolen by a j uvenile."   

T his  case dramatically underscores  the urgent need 
for  passage of a comprehens ive federal lawsuit 
protection bi l l .  Al lowing these types  of suits  to 
continue unabated wil l  be disas trous  for  the 
Amer ican fi rearm indus try, and for  your  r ight to 
lawful ly own fi rearms . T hat is  why NRA- I LA remains  
committed to enacting a federal lawsuit preemption 
law that does  not in any way compromise our  
S econd Amendment r ights . 

B AL L I S T I C " F I NGE R P R I NT I NG"  NOT  E F F E CT I VE  

A June 3 AP ar ticle appear ing on Newsday.com 
reported that New York s tate` s  much- lauded ball is tic 
" fingerpr inting"  database, des igned to match 
handguns  in New York to cr ime scene evidence, has  
not solved a s ingle cr ime in the more than three 
years  s ince its  debut. 

T hese results  are cons is tent with the findings  of 
several s tudies  that have already determined that 
ex is ting ball is tic imaging sys tems  are flawed and 
have not been effective law enforcement tools . 
Despite these findings , anti-gun extremis ts  continue 
to promote these ball is tic " fingerpr inting"  schemes- -
which are l i ttle more than an attempt to impose a 
nationwide regis tration sys tem for  al l  law-abiding 
gun owners . 

 

 


