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ACS L  L aw s uit  agains t  
P enns ylvania S t at e P ol ice  

 
We are s ti l l  awaiting a response from the PA 
S upreme Court on render ing a decis ion in our  case 
agains t the Pennsylvania S tate Pol ice.  

 
L E GI L AT I VE  AL E R T !  

U nit ed S t at es  S enat e Vot e for  and 
Agains t  Gun Cont r ol .  

 
I t was  the fi r s t time that members  of the United 
S tates  S enate voted both for  and agains t gun control 
in the same week on the same legis lation. 
 
Dur ing cons ideration of S . 1805 the gun 
manufacturers  immunity legis lation to protect gun 
manufacturers  from unnecessary lawsuits  several 
amendments  were added to the bi l l .   Al l  of which 
were anti-gun. 
 
On March 2, 2004 amendment No. A2637 by S en. 
Diana Fiens tein added language to added a ten-year  
extens ion to the ban on cer tain so-called as sault 
weapons .  T hat passed 52-47 with S enators  S pecter  
and S antorum voting agains t the amendment. 
 
Again on March 2, 2004 amendment A 2635 by S en. 
McCain and Reed to require cr iminal background 
checks  on al l  fi rearms  transactions  occur r ing at 
events  that provide a venue for  the sale, offer  for  
sale, trans fer , or  exchange of fi rearms , and for  other  
purposes .  T hat passed 53-46 with S enators  S pecter  
and S antorum voting agains t the amendment. 
 
Again on March 2, 2004 an amendment to the bi l l  
was  rej ected that would have sought to expand 
coverage of handgun bul lets  and extend the overal l  

ban to bul lets  for  as sault weapons  and most types  of 
r i fles .  T he amendment fai led 34-63 with S enators  
S pecter  and S antorum voting agains t. 
 
F inal ly, S enator  Lar ry Craig asked for  a vote on S . 
1805 and asked members  of the S enate to vote 
agains t the bi l l  because of al l  of the anti-gun 
amendments  added to the bi l l .  NRA also sent an e-
mail to the S enate asking for  a NO  vote on the bi l l  
and the bi l l  fai led 8-90 with S enators  S pecter  and 
S antorum voting agains t the bi l l .  
 
Neal K nox explains  t he Decis ion 

t o K i l l  S enat e B i l l  1 8 0 5 . 
 
5 p.m. March 2 Neal Knox Update - -  After  the 
S enate added a s tr ing of anti-gun amendments  - -  
including an extens ion of the so-called 
" As sault Weapon Ban"  and a McCain gun show 
amendment - -  to S . 1805/S .659, the fi rearms  
indus try l iabi l i ty protection bi l l ,  chief sponsor  Lar ry 
Craig ki l led his  own bi l l .  
 
      He did so after  NRA E.V.P. Wayne LaPier re sent 
an email to S enators  about 3 p.m. asking that they 
vote agains t S . 1805 on Final Passage. 
 
      T here was  s imply too much wrong with the 
amended bi l l  to be able to cor rect it in a Conference 
Committee, or  on the House floor . 
 
      S o Lar ry - -  and NRA- I LA - -  pul led the plug, as  
he and NRA had repeatedly told me they would do if 
they couldn't get a bi l l  that could be cleaned up in 
Conference Committee or  on the House floor . 
 
      S en. Craig told the S enate that he wil l  keep 
trying on the l iabi l i ty bi l l ,  attempting to move the 
clean House-passed bi l l .   But I  see no chance of 
getting it through the S enate unti l  after  this  fal l 's  
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election, where we need to pick up at leas t four  
S enate votes  –  which is  poss ible, but won't be easy. 
 
      S ome of today's  votes  on anti-gun amendments  
wil l  help that effor t. 
 
[Editor's  note:   T he goal of the s tack of hos ti le 
amendments  to S . 1805 was  not passage, but rather  
a tactic.  And it worked. 
 
I n effect, the gun fraternity bl inked -  or  prudently 
backed off -  when enough garbage was  hung on the 
bi l l .   NRA had hoped to clean up the bi l l  in the j oint 
House/S enate Conference Committee.  But there 
were too many amendments  and too many gun 
r ights  supporter s  were in a panic fear ing that  
a bad amendment, poss ibly the McCain gun show 
res tr iction or  the " as sault weapon"  ban renewal, 
would pass .  Largely because of the confus ion in the  
ranks , we los t our  bes t chance this  year  to pass  a 
badly needed bi l l .  
 
I  would refer  anyone who ques tions  who really won 
the day to CNN's  s ite. 
http: //www.cnn.com/2004/ALLPOLI T I CS /03/02/sena
te.guns/index.html shows  soon- to-be-anointed 
Democratic Par ty pres idential candidate John Ker ry  
flanked by S enators  Char les  S chumer , Diane 
Feins tein, and T ed Kennedy.  Amids t smiles , Ker ry 
flashes  a thumbs-up.  I  hope the picture becomes   
famous .  With a l i ttle luck and a lot of work, there 
may be an ex- senator  or  two made by as sociation 
with that photograph.  
 

NR A-I L A Gr as s r oot s  Aler t s  
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B I G AP P L E  T R I E S  T O T AK E  B I T E  OU T  OF  NR A 

A New York Magazine piece (Feb. 2) highl ights  the 
antics  spearheaded by New York City Council  
Member  Gale Brewer . Brewer  is  pushing a resolution 
(that the magazine says  is  " expected to pass " ) 
demanding the Republican National Committee 
(RNC) condemn and " blas t"  NRA at its  convention in 
New York City this  summer . Brewer  notes , " T he 
resolution is  going to say ?We don't want the NRA in 
NYC.` "  T he same ar ticle notes  that in response to an 
anti-NRA webs ite, Ed S kyler , Mayor  Michael 
B loomberg` s  (R) pres s  secretary said the mayor  
opposed the NRA` s  legis lation and called its  views  
" reprehens ible."   

H E L P  R ANGE  S H OW  I T S  P R I DE   

One of the nation` s  fines t shooting faci l i ties , which 
has  been under  attack for  years , now has  an 
opportunity to be l is ted as  a Phoenix  Point of Pr ide.  

T he Ben Avery S hooting Facil i ty has  been 
cons is tently threatened by re-zoning is sues . T he 
Phoenix-area range is  an integral par t of maintaining 
Ar izona` s  shooting her itage, as  is  recognized by its  
nomination by the Phoenix  Pr ide Commis s ion.  

T o help grant Point of Pr ide s tatus  for  the faci l i ty, 
please go to www.pr ide.azcentral.com and cas t your  
vote. Voting ends  on March 12 2004.  

S T U DY CI T E S  F L AW S  W I T H  F B I  B U L L E T  T E S T S   

A number  of media sources  are repor ting on a recent 
finding by the National Research Council  (NRC) that 
cas ts  ser ious  doubt on the rel iabi l i ty of the FB I ` s  
tes ts  that match var ious  metals  in bul let fragments  
to other  ammunition. T he tes ts , which have been 
conducted for  the pas t four  decades , involve 
examiners  measur ing trace amounts  of a var iety of 
metals  found in bul let lead in the hopes  of matching 
fragments  found at cr ime scenes .  

I n addition to numerous  problems  with the use of 
these tes t results  in cour troom tes timony, the NRC 
commis s ion found that the mos t that can be said 
about these matches  is  that they probably came 
from the same source of smelted lead. But each of 
these lead batches  can be used to produce as  many 
as  35 mil l ion bul lets , and individual boxes  of 
ammunition usually contain bul lets  der ived from 
different batches . T he chair  of the s tudy committee, 
Kenneth O. McFadden, noted, " What we can say is  a 
match of bul lets  probably came from a homogenous  
source, but it's  no more specific than that. I t can 
never  be used for  anything other  than circumstantial 
evidence, and an entire case can't be bui lt around 
it."   
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DE B AT E  ON L AW S U I T  P R E E MP T I ON 
U NDE R W AY? 

AME NDME NT S  T O F OL L OW  W I T H  F I NAL  VOT E  
NE XT  W E E K  

On Wednesday morning, the U.S . S enate began 
debating S . 1805?the " Protection of Lawful 
Commerce in Arms  Act"  (former ly referenced in the 
Grass roots  Aler t as  S . 659/S . 1806.) On a bi-
par tisan vote of 75-22, the S enate voted to al low 
debate on S . 1805 to proceed, l i fting the threat of a 
fi l ibus ter .  
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T he debate continued late into the evening with no 
subs tantive movement on the bi l l  and no additional 
votes  taken. S enators  did, however , reach a 
" Unanimous  Consent Agreement"  spel l ing out 
specific amendments  that would be permitted to be 
offered dur ing the debate in anticipation of a final 
vote on the under lying measure on T uesday, March 
2. 

On T hursday, the S enate reconvened and fi r s t 
cons idered an amendment by anti-gun S en. Barbara 
Boxer  (D-Cal.) that would require al l  handguns  be 
sold with a mechanical safety device approved by 
the Consumer  Product S afety Commis s ion (CPS C). 
T his  amendment was  then replaced by a " second 
degree"  amendment by S en. Herb Kohl (D-Wisc.). 
T he Kohl amendment is  much les s  res tr ictive and 
also provides  l iabi l i ty protection for  gun owners . T he 
revised amendment passed 70-27.  

T he S enate next debated an amendment by S en. 
Ben Nighthorse Campbell (R-Colo.) to permit cur rent 
and retired law enforcement officers  to car ry 
concealed fi rearms  off duty in other  s tates . Arguing 
hys ter ical ly agains t the amendment, anti-gun S en. 
Edward Kennedy (D-Mass .) revealed his  deep 
dis trus t of gun car rying even by sworn police 
officers . A vote on the Campbell amendment was  
defer red unti l  T uesday.  

S en. Kennedy then introduced an amendment to ban 
the manufacture and sale of " armor-piercing"  
ammunition. Kennedy, who actually condemned the 
30-30 Winches ter  car tr idge dur ing debate, wants  to 
ins titute a " per formance-based"  s tandard that would 
grant any future Attorney General sweeping 
author ity to ban any center - fi re r i fle ammunition, 
including most common-place hunting ammunition. 
T he s tandard proposed by S en. Kennedy was  
rej ected in the 1980s  as  over ly broad and 
unnecessary to meet any threat posed to law 
enforcement officers`  safety. A vote on this  NRA-
opposed amendment wil l  take place T uesday. T here 
is  also an amendment by S en. Lar ry Craig (R- I daho) 
which res tates  cur rent law and increases  penalties  
for  ki l l ing a police officer . 

T he S enate then debated and voted upon two 
amendments  seeking to gut S . 1805. T he fi r s t 
related to the D.C. sniper  case, but the proposal by 
S en. Barbara Mikulski (D-Md.) was  defeated, 56-40. 
A so-called " law enforcement"  exemption offered by 
S en. Jon Corz ine (D-N.J.) was  soundly defeated, 56 
to 38.  

NRA s trongly opposed both amendments . One of the 
s trengths  of S . 1805 is  that it adopts  the same rules  
for  al l  plaintiffs , no matter  how sympathetic or  

unsympathetic, and no matter  how notor ious  or  
mundane their  victimization. Plaintiffs`  r ights  should 
depend on settled pr inciples  of law, not on emotion 
or  sympathy.  

Debate wil l  resume on Monday, with the vote on 
final passage expected T uesday. We s trongly 
encourage you to watch the proceedings  if you are 
able to do so. Debate wil l  begin at noon on Monday 
and wil l  air  on C-S PAN2.  

Us ing the bul ly pulpit of the White House, Pres ident 
Bush offered the fol lowing s tatement highl ighting his  
support for  the lawsuit bi l l  without any anti-gun 
amendments :  " T he Adminis tration s trongly supports  
S enate passage of S . 1805. T he Adminis tration 
urges  the S enate to pass  a clean bi l l ,  in order  to 
ensure enactment of the legis lation this  year . Any 
amendment that would delay enactment of the bi l l  
beyond this  year  is  unacceptable. T he manufacturer  
or  sel ler  of a legal, non-defective product should not 
be held l iable for  the cr iminal or  unlawful misuse of 
that product by others . T he poss ibi l i ty of impos ing 
l iabi l i ty on an entire indus try for  harm that is  solely 
caused by others  is  an abuse of the legal sys tem, 
erodes  public confidence in our  Nation` s  laws , 
threatens  the diminution of a bas ic cons titutional 
r ight and civi l  l iber ty, sets  a poor  precedent for  other  
lawful indus tr ies , wi l l  cause a los s  of j obs , and 
burdens  inter s tate and foreign commerce. S . 1805 
would help curb fr ivolous  l i tigation agains t a lawful 
Amer ican indus try and the thousands  of workers  it 
employs  and would help prevent abuse of the legal 
sys tem. At the same time, the legis lation would 
careful ly preserve the r ight of individuals  to have 
their  day in cour t with civi l  l iabi l i ty actions . T hese 
civi l  actions  are enumerated in the bi l l  and respect 
the traditional role of the S tates  in our  Federal 
sys tem with regard to such actions ."   

NRA- I LA s tands  committed to enacting into law, a 
" clean"  (without any anti-gun amendments ) S . 
1805. And, as  we have from Day One, we wil l  
continue to vigorous ly oppose any anti-gun 
amendments  to S . 1805, specifical ly, reauthor ization 
of the 1994 Clinton gun ban in any way, shape, or  
form, and impos ing res tr ictions  on gun shows . We 
wil l  also continue to vigorous ly support S en. Or r in 
Hatch` s  (R-Utah), amendment to res tore the 
cons titutionally-guaranteed S econd Amendment 
r ights  of the res idents  of the Dis tr ict of Columbia. I t 
is  anticipated that these amendments  wil l  be 
debated and voted on beginning Monday. 

Unti l  this  is sue is  resolved, we wil l  continue to call  
upon our  members  and supporter s  to contact their  
U.S . S enators  in support of S . 1805 without any 
" poison pi l l "  amendments . As  readers  of the 



 
 

Page 4 
Grass roots  Aler t are aware, in recent days  and 
months , we have contacted our  supporter s  
nationwide to engage them in this  battle. T hese 
effor ts  include:  ar ticles  in our  magazines ;  contacts  
by phone, e-mail, fax, and letter ;  special sections  of 
our  webs ite (www.NRAI LA.org) dedicated to lawsuit 
preemption and the Clinton gun ban 
(www.ClintonGunBan.com);  and, in person, at 
var ious  Grass roots  Workshops . 

We wil l  continue our  effor ts  unti l  we succeed on 
these fronts , and wil l  continue to pursue the most 
effective legis lative and gras s roots  s trategies  to 
accomplish our  mutual goals . 

Please continue to contact your  U.S . S enators  at 
(202) 224-3121 and urge them to support S . 1805 
without any anti-gun " poison pi l l "  amendments . 
I LA` s  Grass roots  s taff is  ready to as s is t you, so 
please call  them at (800) 392-8683. Or  vis it I LA` s  
webs ite at www.NRAI LA.org for  additional 
information on these is sues  and to uti l ize the " Wr ite 
Your  Representatives "  feature that wil l  al low you to 
identify and contact your  U.S . S enators . 
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S E NAT E  S I NK S  L AW S U I T  B I L L ? 
AT T E MP T S  T O R E E NACT  GU N B AN AND E ND 

GU N S H OW S  GO DOW N W I T H  S H I P  

Now that the dus t has  settled over  S . 1805, the 
" Protection of Lawful Commerce in Arms  Act,"  i t is  
time for  us  to take s tock of where we s tand in 
ultimately pass ing a " clean"  lawsuit bi l l ,  regroup, 
and pursue the most effective legis lative and 
gras s roots  s trategies  to accomplish this  goal. 

While we have noted that, in its  or iginal form, S . 
1805 had the support of a maj or ity of U.S . S enators  
and the Adminis tration, it is  also important to 
acknowledge other  groups  who supported the 
lawsuit bi l l .  T hese include:  organized labor  
( including United Mine Workers , United S teel 
Workers , United Auto Workers , and I nternational 
As sociation of Machinis ts  union members ), the U.S . 
Chamber  of Commerce, the National As sociation of 
Manufacturers , and the National As sociation of 
Wholesaler -Dis tr ibutors .  

As  amended, S . 1805 was  no longer  the same bi l l  
that was  or iginal ly introduced and supported by this  
broad-based coalition. Despite our  bes t effor ts , 
legis lation that s imply sought to halt the abuse of 
our  cour t sys tem by holding the lawful fi rearm 
indus try l iable for  the acts  of cr iminals , was  weighed 
down with anti-gun amendments , thus  making it 

unacceptable. Plain and s imple, the anti-gunners  in 
the U.S . S enate played politics  with this  cr itical bi l l .   

Commenting on the fai lure of the S enate to pass  a 
" clean"  lawsuit bi l l ,  NRA- I LA Executive Director  Chr is  
Cox noted, " Despite the fact that the U.S . House of 
Representatives  passed a ?clean`  lawsuit bi l l  las t 
year  on an overwhelming bipar tisan vote, S enate 
opponents  of S . 1805 decided that playing election 
year  gun control pol itics  was  more important than 
pass ing a bi l l  that had the support of a maj or ity of 
U.S . S enators  and the Adminis tration. While NRA is  
disappointed by the actions  of those S enators  who 
used political gimmickry to ki l l  a bi l l  that had such 
broad-based support, we were not wil l ing to al low 
the lawsuit bi l l  to be used as  a vehicle to fois t more 
gun control on the Amer ican people. U.S . S enators  
have now made their  pos itions  on these crucial 
is sues  known, and res t as sured we wil l  inform our  
four  mil l ion members  and the nation` s  65 mil l ion 
gun owners  of their  actions , so they may take these 
votes  into cons ideration on Election Day."  

T he vote on the Feins tein Amendment to reenact the 
1994 Clinton gun ban was  52-47. And while it 
garnered four  fewer  votes  than it did in 1993, this  
ban does  not deserve to be extended for  even one 
second longer  than its  scheduled demise on 
S eptember  13!  

NRA led the fight in oppos ition to the i l l -conceived 
Clinton gun ban in 1994. We led the success ful 
House effor t to repeal the ban two years  later , and 
we are leading the fight to ensure the Clinton gun 
ban deservedly expires  on S eptember  13. From 
public speeches , ar ticles  in NRA publications , ads  in 
national newspapers , communications  to lawmakers , 
the development of a webs ite 
(www.ClintonGunBan.com), and meetings  with our  
members , NRA has  been vocal and unambiguous  
about our  pos ition on this  is sue. T he same can be 
said about the McCain-Reed Amendment that was  
attached to S . 1805, which would have ended gun 
shows  as  we know them.  

S enator  Lar ry Craig (R- I daho) did an outs tanding j ob 
representing gun owners  throughout the entire 
debate, and is  to be applauded for  his  effor ts  in 
laying out the case agains t the Clinton gun ban, and 
for  the importance of pass ing a lawsuit bi l l  free of 
anti-gun amendments . 

Res t as sured our  opponents  wil l  continue to work at 
every turn to try and accomplish their  anti-gun 
goals . I t is  therefore cr itical that you continue to 
contact your  lawmakers  in oppos ition to reenacting 
or  expanding the Clinton gun ban, as  well  as  
res tr icting gun shows . 
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T his  whole process  highl ights  some of the pitfal ls  
cur rently involved with pass ing proactive fi rearm 
legis lation. But it is  a battle wor th fighting! Al lowing 
these reckles s  lawsuits  to continue unabated wil l  be 
disas trous  for  the Amer ican fi rearm indus try, and for  
your  r ight to lawful ly own fi rearms . We owe it to 
ourselves , and al l  gun owners  acros s  the Country, to 
continue this  fight unti l  we pass  a " clean"  lawsuit 
bi l l ;  whether  it is  this  year , or  next year , after  the 
2004 elections . When we succeed in ultimately 
enacting a " clean"  lawsuit bi l l  into law, it wi l l  
represent a monumental s tep forward for  our  r ights . 
Res t as sured we wil l  keep you informed of our  
effor ts . 

I n the meantime, please vis it www.NRAI LA.org to 
find out how your  U.S . S enators  voted on the 
Feins tein and McCain-Reed Amendments , and 
contact them accordingly to make your  views  known. 
I LA` s  Grass roots  s taff is  ready to as s is t you, so 
please call  them at (800) 392-8683. Or  vis it I LA` s  
webs ite at www.NRAI LA.org for  additional 
information on these is sues  and to uti l ize I LA" s  
" Wr ite Your  Representatives "  feature that wil l  al low 
you to identify and contact your  U.S . S enators . 

T hank you again for  your  continued activism on this  
is sue and for  your  work in the future to enact this  
cr itical ly-needed reform! 

K E R R Y S E CU R E S  DE MOCR AT I C P R E S I DE NT I AL  
NOMI NAT I ON  

On the day he wrapped up the Democratic 
Pres idential nomination, S enator  John Ker ry (D-
Mass .) proved that actions  speak louder  than words , 
and once again confirmed his  hos ti l i ty toward the 
r ights  of law-abiding gun owners . 

Despite r idiculous  rhetor ic about being a supporter  
of the S econd Amendment, Ker ry` s  voting record 
shows  that his  perennial F- rating from NRA` s  
Pol itical Victory Fund is  well  deserved. T he 
Massachusetts  S enator , who has  been AWOL from 
Washington for  months  while he` s  been running for  
Pres ident, returned to Washington on T uesday, and 
spoke in favor  of, and then voted for , the Feins tein 
Amendment. S enator  Ker ry also voted for  the 
McCain-Reed gun show amendment. T hese were the 
fi r s t votes  Ker ry had cas t this  year . Ker ry was  j oined 
by his  vanquished pr imary opponent, S enator  John 
Edwards  (D-N.C.), who also supported the two 
measures . 

While Ker ry wil l  have to wor ry about his  anti-gun 
voting record dogging him dur ing the pres idential 
campaign, one thing he won` t have to wor ry about 

is  something he uttered las t year :  " I  am not looking 
to be the candidate of the NRA."   

P L AN T O AT T E ND F R E E  P I T T S B U R GH  
GR AS S R OOT S  W OR K S H OP !  

T he NRA- I LA Grass roots  Divis ion wil l  hos t a FREE 
Grass roots  Workshop in conj unction with NRA` s  
Annual Meetings  in Pittsburgh. T his  Workshop has  
been a regular  par t of NRA` s  Annual Meetings  for  a 
decade. At this  event, you wil l  hear  from NRA 
officers , s taff, and your  fel low NRA members  on 
what you can do in your  own community to ensure 
victory for  the S econd Amendment in this  year` s  
elections . 

We wil l  also discus s  how you can work with your  
local Election Volunteer  Coordinator  (EVC). Your  EVC 
is  a local NRA member  who is  working with the 
var ious  pro-gun campaigns  in his  area to provide 
cr itical ly-needed volunteer  support for  a var iety of 
activities , including:  phone banks , precinct walks , 
l i terature drops , voter  regis tration dr ives , Get Out 
T he Vote & Election Day activities , etc. EVCs  also 
promote NRA- I LA` s  legis lative agenda at the federal 
and s tate levels . 

With the 2004 elections  in ful l  swing, it is  cr itical 
that we s tar t implementing our  gras s roots  battle 
plan to ensure we are ready to meet these electoral 
challenges  head on as  Election Day 2004 
approaches . Res t as sured that the anti-gunners  are 
already re-doubling their  effor ts  to ensure the defeat 
of pro-S econd Amendment candidates  in cr itical 
elections  acros s  the country, so we mus t ensure we 
are prepared to defeat their  effor ts  at every turn.  

Workshop detai ls  are:  

NRA- I LA Grass roots  Workshop-FREE! Fr iday, Apr i l  
16, 9: 00 a.m. -  12: 00 noon  
(Regis tration & free continental breakfas t-8: 00 -  
9: 00 a.m.) Al legheny Ballroom I I , Wes tin Convention 
Center  Pittsburgh Hotel, 1000 Penn Avenue, 
Pittsburgh, PA, 15222 

T o reserve your  seat, or  for  more information, please 
call  NRA- I LA at (800) 392-8683. You may also 
regis ter  on- l ine at 
http: //www.nraam.org/seminars /gras s roots .asp. We 
hope to see you in Pittsburgh on Fr iday, Apr i l  16!  

 


