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ACS L  L aw s uit  agains t  
P enns ylvania S t at e P ol ice  

 
S ince las t month's  repor t we have not received any 
additional information regarding our  lawsuit agains t 
the Pennsylvania S tate Pol ice. 

 
P enns ylvania Joins  MAT R I X  

 
On March 29, 2004 the ACLU of Pennsylvania 
released a s tatement to the Pennsylvania General 
As sembly to " Br ing MAT RI X Under  Control"  
 
MAT RI X s tands  for  Multis tate Anti- T er ror ism 
I nformation Exchange. Cur rently there are only five 
s tate par ticipating, T hey ar e:  Connect icut , 
F lor ida, Michigan, Ohio, and P enns ylvania.  
Over  t he las t  f ew  mont hs  Alabama, Geor gia, 
K ent ucky, L ouis iana, Or egon, S out h Car ol ina  
and U t ah have dr opped out  of  , or  s us pended 
t heir  par t icipat ion in, MAT R I X.   According to the 
ACLU's  s tatement.  " I t (MAT RI X) is  a federal ly 
funded program that pul ls  together  public and 
commercial databases .  B i l l ions  of records  on 
mil l ions  of Amer icans  are being s tored and control led 
by a pr ivate company, S eis int I nc.  T hrough MAT RI X 
governmental agents  can ins tantaneous ly access  
information on fi rearms  and hunting l icenses , motor  
vehicle and dr iver  record information, cr iminal 
his tory records , bankruptcy fi l ings , profes s ional 
l icenses  and voter  regis tration information."  
 
T he Pennsylvania S tate Pol ice, without legis lative 
approval or  overs ight, has  apparently entered into 
an agreement to par ticipate in MAT RI X.  T he ACLU 
believes  that the Pennsylvania General As sembly 
should take the lead in as sur ing the pr ivacy of 
Pennsylvania's  citizens . " T here should be legis lative 
hear ing looking into the circumstances  under  which 

Pennsylvania began to par ticipate in MAT RI X. 
Ques tions  should be asked concerning the funding of 
MAT RI X, what data is  being compiled and dis tr ibuted 
through MAT RI X, who has  access  to it and what 
s teps  are being taken to guarantee that this  
information wil l  never  be used for  data mining or  
creating profi les  of Pennsylvanians . 
Below is  from the MAT RI X web s ite:  
ht t p:/ / w w w .mat r ix-at .or g/  
 

H B  2 4 0 3  Cont r ol l ing F i r ear m 
Ow ner s hip in P r ot ect ion f r om 

Abus e Or der s .  
 
House B i l l  2451  was  voted out of the House Judiciary 
Committee on T uesday May 4, 2004.  T his , bi l l  deals  
with posses s ion of fi rearms  where the cour t has  
order  a Protection From Abuse (PFA).  T he legis lation 
had unanimous  committee approval, and it has  been 
repor ted by Rep. Metcalf's  office, that NRA was  
involved and that, " T his  bi l l  has  been negot iat ed 
w it h t he NR A and t hey ar e neut r al on t he bi l l  
and have agr eed not  t o oppos e."  
 
T he fol lowing is  a br ief overview of the legis lation 
provided by the House Judiciary Committee;  
 
"The HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE: 
 
HB 2403 Weber  -  (PN 3634) Amends  T itle 23 
(Domestic Relations ) by defining several terms  such 
as  " dating relationship" , " firearm,"  " Mas ter  for  
emergency relief,"  " sher iff,"  and " weapon."  T he bil l 
fur ther  defines  the parameters  concerning 
j ur isdiction, addres ses  the is sue of the affect of 
departure and non-  res idence, addres ses  when fi l ing 
cos ts  and fees  may be as ses sed;  adds  provis ions  
required in the information in the S tatewide 
Regis try (relationship between plaintiff and 
defendant, firearm license information and 
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relinquishment);  addres ses  cus tody is sues  relevant 
to abuse or  r is ks  posed, and immunity. A person 
convicted of an offense l is ted in the bil l (related to 
protection from abuse) would not posses s , use, 
control, sell,  trans fer  or  manufacture or  obtain a 
l icense for  a firearm. A defendant subj ect to a 
protection from abuse order , which provides  for  
relinquishment of firearms  or  other  weapons , wil l 
have a specified time frame to relinquish 
the firearm to a sher iff or  to relinquish it to a 
l icensed firearm dealer  for  cons ignment sale, lawful 
trans fer  or  safekeeping. (Pr ior  Pr inter 's  Numbers :  
3379) T he bil l was  unanimous ly repor ted as  
amended by A1667 (O'Br ien), which gives  
ins tructions  to the s tate police in the relinquishment 
of firearms  to the police in domestic violence cases  
and the purging of the regis try."  
 

Cit y of  P hi ladelphia as ks  Gener al 
As s embly for  S pecial  Aut hor i t y t o 
E nact  Addit ional Gun Cont r ol .  
 
Members  of the Pennsylvania General As sembly 
received a letter  from the City of Phi ladelphia -  City 
Council .   T he Phi ladelphia City Council  wi l l  be 
cons ider ing legis lation introduced by Councilwoman 
Donna Reid Mil ler  and Dar rel l  Clark.  T his  legis lation 
is  local and would require s tate to give the City the 
author ity to enact the ordinances  in order  for  them 
to be lawful. 
 
According to the letter  sent to the General As sembly 
by Councilman Dar rel l  L. Clarke;   
 

"City Council is currently considering important 
legislation introduced by Councilwoman Donna Reid 
Miller and myself concerning gun violence prevention 
in Philadelphia.  This is local legislation that will 
require state authorization upon passage.  Therefore, I 
am requesting your leadership and support for its 
enactment. 

As you know, effective gun violence prevention is 
urgently needed in Philadelphia.  The use of offensive 
weapons as implements of serious crime in our city 
represents an increasing danger to the lives and safety 
of our residents.  The initiatives advanced by this 
legislation will help reduce the epidemic of gun 
violence in this city. 

Enclosed are drafts of each bill. I would like to further 
discuss this issue with you at you earliest convenience.  
Your attention to this matter is greatly appreciated." 

T he legis lation cons is ts  of 9 bi l ls  ranging from 
fur ther  providing for  " F ir ear ms  T r acing 
 
P os s es s ion of  w eapons  on S chool P r oper t y. 
 
S t r aw  and Mult iple gun P ur chas e R educt ion.  
 
S ale or  T r ans f er  of  Ammunit ion, P os s es s ion. 
 
S ale or  T r ans f er  of  f i r ear ms  by P er s on S ubject  
t o P r ot ect ion F r om Abus e Or der s . 
 
Acquis i t ion or  T r ans f er  of  F i r ear ms .  
 
R epor t ing R equir ement s  U pon t he Applicat ion 
f or  or  R enew al of  a L icens e t o Car r y a F ir ear m. 
 
T empor ar y R emoval of  F i r ear ms  of  P er s on 
P os ing a R is k of  I mminent  P er s onal I n jur y T o 
s elf  or  Ot her s . 
 
P r ohibit ion of  Cont r aband W eapons , 
Acces s or ies  and Ammunit ion."  
 
T here has  been no word from the General As sembly 
if anyone is  wi l l ing to begin the process  of 
dismantl ing our  preemption Act.  I  don't believe that 
enough members  of the General As sembly wil l  be 
wil l ing to enter  into such a controvers ial is sue this  
late in the year .  I t seem that these Phi ladelphia 
council  persons  are setting up the is sues  for  the fal l  
election season where Pennsylvania is  going to be a 
big swing s tate for  the Pres idency. 
 

I t ' s  S en. Ar len S pect er  v. 
Congr es s man Joe H of fel  in  t he 

F al l  
 
S enator  Ar len S pecter  squeaked out a victory over  
challenger  Pat T oomey to win the Republican 
nomination for  U.S . S enate.  He wil l  face Democrat 
Congres sman Joe Hoffel. 
 
S pecter  beat T oomey by only 12,603 votes , 525,003 
to 512,400.  He  won 48 of the 67 counties  to 
T oomey's  19.  S pecter  won most of the counties  in 
the conservative " T " , which was  thought would go to 
T oomey's  column, although by s l im margins . 
 
S pecter  won Phi ladelphia county and T oomey won 
Allegheny County.  But S pecter's  bigges t win was  in 
Montgomery county were he won by almos t a 
15,000 vote margin.  He also had big wins  in Bucks  
and Ches ter  counties  which gave him over  10,000 of 
the 12,603 votes  he needed to win.  Al l  of these 
eas tern counties  are heavy l iberal Republicans .  I t 
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was  in these counties  that T oomey had to attempt to 
win, or  score bigger  in the counties  in the " T " .  He 
did neither . 
 
S pecter  wil l  now face a very l iberal anti-gun Joe 
Hoffel in the General Elections  this  fal l .  
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L YI NG F OR  DOL L AR S  

As  Mark T wain once quipped, " A l ie can travel 
halfway around the wor ld while the truth is  putting 
on its  shoes ."  Apparently, this  is  the hope of the 
Brady Campaign as  they launch another  fundraiser  
bui lt on deception. Faced with the prospect of the 
Clinton gun ban expir ing S eptember  13, the Brady 
bunch is  once again engaging in a desperate and 
deceptive fundrais ing campaign. I n their  lates t 
attempt to push their  pol itical agenda through 
blatant hype and deliberate mis information, the 
Brady Campaign, in refer r ing to " Uz is "  and " AK-47s ,"  
s tates  that, " unles s  the as sault weapons  ban is  
renewed this  summer , these i l legal weapons  wil l  be 
legal again."  T he truth is  that AK-47s  and Uz is  were 
prohibited in 1989, under  federal fi rearm importation 
law, five years  pr ior  to the enactment the Clinton 
ban! T he expiration of the Clinton gun ban wil l  not in 
any way affect this  previous  law. T he Brady 
Campaign is  lying. 

I n fact, the Clinton gun ban, and the " as sault 
weapons "  is sue as  a whole, have been propagated 
on a campaign of l ies . S tudy after  s tudy?both before 
and after  the ban?has  found that the ban had no 
effect on the cr iminal misuse of fi rearms . But the 
enemies  of freedom are not only arguing that the 
ban should be reenacted, but also enormous ly 
expanded in scope. 

Make no mis take. Over  the next few months , we` re 
in for  a battle. And we need to be prepared. I f you 
want to know the T RUT H about the Clinton gun ban, 
please vis it NRA- I LA` s  informative webs ite, 
www.ClintonGunBan.com, and learn the facts  about 
this  debate, which has  too long been dr iven and 
dominated by falsehoods  and emotion. Please add 
this  webs ite to your  bookmarks  and forward it to 
others  who need to know both the his tory and the 
truth about this  is sue. T hen, please contact your  
U.S . Representative and S enators  and urge them to 
oppose cur rent legis lation seeking to greatly expand 
the 1994 Clinton gun ban?H.R. 2038, H.R. 3831, S . 
1431, and S . 1034. T ogether , we can expose and 

refute the Brady Campaign` s  l ies , and r ightly 
relegate this  cosmetic ban to the legis lative 
graveyard where it belongs !  

For  additional contact information for  your  elected 
officials  you can use the " Wr ite Your  
Representatives "  tool at www.NRAI LA.org, or  you 
can call  your  U.S . S enators  at (202) 224-3121 and 
your  U.S . Representative at (202) 225-3121. 
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AR ME D P I L OT S  U P DAT E  

I ntroduced by S enator  Jim Bunning (R-Ky.), S . 
2268, and its  companion, H.R. 4126?the " Cockpit 
S ecur ity T echnical Cor rections  and I mprovements  
Act of 2004" ?seek to reform the Federal F l ight Deck 
Officer  (FFDO) program by removing many of the 
obs tacles  in the T ranspor tation S afety 
Adminis tration` s  (T S A) cur rent program. T he 
legis lation requires  that the T S A train air l ine pi lots  in 
a timely, efficient, and cons is tent manner .  

T he agency has  continually come under  fi re for  
dragging its  feet and refus ing to proper ly implement 
the program. An Apr i l  2, CNS News .com ar ticle found 
that the T S A has  made the program cumbersome 
and discouraging for  pi lots , noting that les s  than one 
percent of the 40,000 pi lots  who s igned up to 
par ticipate have so far  been trained.  

Commenting on the cur rent s tate of affair s , S enator  
Bunning said, " We` re not interes ted in any excuses  
from here on out. T his  is  too important to our  
national secur ity. I t` s  not up to them to l ike the 
legis lation. I t` s  up to them to implement the 
legis lation that the Congres s  passed."  

Please be sure to contact your  S enators  and your  
U.S . Representative and urge them to cosponsor  and 
support S . 2268 and H.R. 4126?the S enate and 
House vers ions  of the " Cockpit S ecur ity T echnical 
Cor rections  and I mprovements  Act of 2004."  You can 
find contact information for  your  elected officials  by 
us ing the " Wr ite Your  Representatives "  tool at 
www.NRAI LA.org, or  you can call  your  U.S . S enators  
at (202) 224-3121 and your  Representative at (202) 
225-3121. 
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P E NNS YL VANI A P R I MAR Y E L E CT I ON R E S U L T S  

As  you know, on Apr i l  27, pr imary elections  were 
held in Pennsylvania. Your  hard work leading up to 
the elections  paid off as  three NRA-PVF-endorsed 
pro-gun candidates  won their  races . 
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U.S . S enator  Ar len S pecter  (R) won a close race for  
the Republican nomination and U.S . Representatives  
John Peterson (R-5) and B i l l  S hus ter  (R-9) also won 
their  races .  

Our  s incere thanks  go out to al l  of our  hardworking 
members , supporter s , and Election Volunteer  
Coordinators  who contr ibuted to this  success . 
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YOU R  ACT I ON NE E DE D ON I L A` S  F E DE R AL  
L E GI S L AT I VE  P R I OR I T I E S  

NRA- I LA is  seeking support and cosponsorship of 
several important pieces  of legis lation that have 
recently been introduced in the U.S . House of 
Representatives . Fol lowing is  a br ief summary of 
each bi l l ,  along with ins tructions  on how you can 
influence the outcome of these debates . Once you 
have taken the reques ted action, please be sure to 
forward this  information to your  family, fr iends , and 
fel low firearm owners  and ensure they do the same. 

H.R. 3193, the " Dis tr ict of Columbia Personal 
Protection Act,"  introduced by Representatives  Mark 
S ouder  (R- I nd.) and Mike Ross  (D-Ark.), already has  
178 cosponsors . T his  bi l l  would res tore the r ight of 
self-defense to law-abiding citizens  of Washington, 
D.C., so that those citizens  could own r ifles , 
shotguns , and handguns  without the cur rent 
bureaucratic regis tration requirements . Mos t 
importantly, it would al low law-abiding Dis tr ict 
res idents  to use fi rearms  to protect their  homes  and 
famil ies?a r ight enj oyed throughout the U.S ., but 
cur rently denied by the D.C. Code. 

H.R. 4048, the " Firearm Commerce Modernization 
Act" , introduced by Representative Phi l  Gingrey (R-
Ga.), updates  federal gun law to take advantage of 
modern technology. When the Gun Control Act of 
1968 was  enacted, the only way to screen cr iminal 
records  or  other  disqualifications  of potential gun 
buyers  was  at the s tate level, so the Congres s  
passed a broad ban on inter s tate sales  to al low s tate 
enforcement of var ious  permit and l icense sys tems . 
T oday, however , al l  retai l  gun sales  involve an FB I  
background check, either  for  is suance of a s tate 
permit or  as  an ins tant check at the point of sale. 
T he " Firearm Commerce Modernization Act"  would 
al low inter s tate gun sales , provided al l  other  federal 
or  s tate laws  ( in both s tates ) are abided. I t would 
also remove convoluted l imits  on l icensed dealers , so 
that dealers  could car ry out the same transactions  in 
person that they cur rently per form with one another  
by mail?even though mail transactions  create a 
much greater  r is k that guns  may be los t or  s tolen 
dur ing shipment. 

H.R. 4126, the " Cockpit S ecur ity T echnical 
Cor rections  and I mprovements  Act,"  introduced by 
Representative Joe Wilson (R-S .C.), would speed up 
the training and arming of qualified air l ine personnel 
to defend agains t ter ror ism as  Federal F l ight Deck 
Officers  (FFDOs). Despite overwhelming 
congres s ional support for  the or iginal armed pi lot 
legis lation, the T ranspor tation S ecur ity 
Adminis tration has  been extremely s low in 
implementing this  program. I n addition to l imited 
capacity at training faci l i ties , highly qualified 
pi lots?including nuclear -qualified mil itary pi lots  and 
even federal law enforcement officers?have been 
deter red from participating by unnecessary and 
counterproductive " psychological screening" . T hey 
have also been subj ected to dangerous  gun s torage 
requirements  that have already resulted in the los s  
of FFDOs`  government- is sued fi rearms . H.R. 4126 
would expedite the implementation of this  program 
by immediately arming exper ienced, trained pi lots  
on a provis ional bas is , and by s treamlining the 
training of al l  pi lots  who wish to par ticipate in the 
FFDO program. I t would also reduce the load on 
federal training faci l i ties  by al lowing use of qualified 
pr ivate faci l i ties  for  training and requalification of 
FFDOs . 

H.R. 3801, the " Fir s t Amendment Res toration Act" , 
introduced by Representative Roscoe Bar tlett (R-
Md.), would repeal the mos t offens ive provis ion of 
the recent campaign finance " reform"  law?the 
prohibition on use of non-PAC money for  broadcas t 
communications  that use the name or  l ikeness  of a 
federal candidate. T he NRA opposed the " reform"  
law from the outset. Unfor tunately, the S upreme 
Court` s  abandonment of F ir s t Amendment pr inciples  
in this  area leaves  no choice other  than a 
congres s ional repeal of this  provis ion. 

Please be sure to contact your  U.S . Representative 
and urge him to cosponsor  and support al l  of these 
bi l ls . You can find contact information for  your  
elected officials  by us ing the " Wr ite Your  
Representatives "  tool at www.NRAI LA.org, or  you 
can call  your  U.S . Representative at (202) 225-
3121. 

COU R T  U P H OL DS  D .C. L AW S U I T  D I S MI S S AL  

Las t week, the Dis tr ict of Columbia Cour t of Appeals  
las t week unanimous ly upheld a tr ial cour t` s  rul ing 
dismis s ing the Dis tr ict` s  " negligence"  and " public 
nuisance"  claims  agains t the fi rearms  indus try. T he 
appellate cour t` s  decis ion specifical ly found that 
none of the plaintiffs  s tated a val id claim of 
negligence and that the Dis tr ict had not s tated a 
claim of public nuisance on the facts  al leged. 
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However , while the cour t said that the Dis tr ict could 
not sue under  its  unique " absolute l iabi l i ty"  s tatute, 
it did al low that individual plaintiffs  could. I n doing 
so, the cour t has  thrown out the traditional role of 
" l iabi l i ty."  With the introduction of " absolute 
l iabi l i ty,"  a defendant is  es sential ly s tr ipped of 
almos t any defense. While the Cour t took a pos itive 
s tep in affi rming that fi rearm manufacturers  are not 
respons ible for  the cr iminal misuse of fi rearms  due 
to ( in this  case) " negligence"  and " public nuisance,"  
the case represents  yet another  blatant example of 
the need to pass  a comprehens ive federal lawsuit 
protection bi l l .  Al lowing these types  of lawsuits  to 
continue unabated wil l  be disas trous  for  the 
Amer ican fi rearm indus try, and for  your  r ight to 
lawful ly own fi rearms . We owe it to ourselves , and 
al l  gun owners  acros s  the country, to continue this  
fight unti l  we pass  a lawsuit bi l l  as  soon as  poss ible. 
When we succeed in ultimately enacting a lawsuit 
bi l l  into law, it wi l l  represent a monumental s tep 
forward for  our  r ights . Res t as sured we wil l  keep you 
informed of our  effor ts . 

R ANGE  VOT E D " P OI NT  OF  P R I DE "  

As  noted in the February 13 edition of the Grass roots  
Aler t, the Phoenix , Ar izona-based Ben Avery 
S hooting Facil i ty (BAS F), one of the nation` s  
premier  shooting faci l i ties , had come under  attack in 
recent years  because of encroaching development. 
As  a result, NRA- I LA recently helped pass  HB 2158, 
the " Ben Avery S hooting Facil i ty Preservation B i l l ."  

Fas t on the heels  of this  important legis lative 
victory, we` re happy to repor t that the BAS F has  
now been named as  a Phoenix  Point of Pr ide!  

T he Phoenix  Points  of Pr ide program is  operated by 
the Phoenix  Pr ide Commis s ion. A Point of Pr ide is  a 
landmark or  attraction unique to, and located within, 
the city of Phoenix  that evokes  a sense of pr ide 
among area res idents . T he public nominated more 
than 70 s ites  for  Phoenix  Points  of Pr ide s tatus  in the 
fal l  of 2003. T he l is t was  nar rowed to 10 final is ts , 
which were voted on by the public in February and 
March. 

T he City of Phoenix  called the range, " a 
profes s ionally managed and operated safe, family-
based and cus tomer- fr iendly shooting spor ts  
recreational faci l i ty."  

Congratulations  to BAS F on this  notable and much 
deserved dis tinction! 

 


