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ACS L  L aw s uit  agains t  
P enns ylvania S t at e P ol ice  

 
We are s ti l l  awaiting a response from the PA 
S upreme Court on render ing a decis ion in our  case.  
 

L E GI S L AT I VE  AL E R T !  
Cont act  your  P A H ous e member  
t o vot e YE S  on H B  2 3 4   P r ovide 

t he B i l l  is  amended ( Amended 
r epor t )  

 
T he Pennsylvania House of Representative has  
scheduled a vote on HB 234 for  next week.  HB 234 
wil l  provide gun owners  a tax credit i f you can show 
proof that you have attended a fi rearms  training 
course. T ake t ime t o cont act  you P A H ous e 
member  t o vot e yes  on t h is  bi l l  ONL Y  i f  i t  
is  amended t o clear ly pr ovide f or  s pecif ic 
language t hat  def ines  t he t ype of  t r ain ing 
cour s es  t hat  w il l  quali f y, and t hat  t he 
P enns ylvania S t at e P ol ice r ol l  in  appr oving 
t he cour s es  is  l imit ed.   T he cur rent bi l l  reads  as  
fol lows  
 
Tax Credit for Attendance at a Firearm 
Training Course.--(a)  An individual who 
attends and successfully completes a firearm 
training course approved by the Pennsylvania 
State Police is eligible to receive a tax 
credit as provided in subsection (b). 
 (b)  The department shall grant a tax 
credit against the tax imposed under this 
article in the amount of the total cost of 
the firearm training course to an individual 
under subsection (a). 

 (c)  An individual may claim a tax credit 
for each year the individual attends and 
successfully completes a firearm training 
course. 
 (d)  This section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2003. 
 (e)  The Pennsylvania State Police shall, 
by December 31, 2003, and each December 31 
thereafter, publish a list of approved 
firearm training courses in the Pennsylvania 
Bulletin. 
   (f)  The department shall promulgate any 
regulations necessary to carry out this 
section. 
 
T he ACS L is  prepar ing amendments  to be offered on 
the floor  of the House that wil l  descr ibe the courses  
that wil l  be el igible for  the tax credit.  Our  
amendments  wil l  specify the exact rol l  of the 
Pennsylvania S tate Pol ice. I t wi l l  require the PS P to 
approve those course that an organization can show 
that they are conducting that are l is ted in the 
legis lation and that al l  such courses  shal l  be 
published in the Pennsylvania bul letin and on the 
PS P web s ite.  I f  none of  t hes e changes  ar e 
made t o t he bi l l  i t  s hould be def eat ed. 
 
T her e is  not hing in t h is  legis lat ion, or  in  any of  
t he ACS L ’s  amendment s  t hat  w il l  r equir e 
t r ain ing t o obt ain a f i r ear m nor  r equir e t r ain ing 
t o obt ain a CCW  per mit .  Any at t empt  t o amend 
t h is  bi l l  t o r equir e t r ain ing in t hes e t r ans act ions  
s hould be def eat ed at  t h is  t ime. 
 

ACS L  meet s  w it h S enat or  Ar len 
S pect er  in W as hingt on 

 
I n attendance were the S enator ’s  Chief of S taff, 
Carey A. Lackman, his  S tate Coalitions  Director , 
S heryl M. Deloz ier , and his  Campaign Manager  
Chr is topher  Nicholas .  On the ACS L s ide were Mike 
S lavonic and Kim S tolfer . T he discus s ions  pr imar i ly 
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centered on the var ious  pro and anti-gun legis lation 
cur rently in the U.S . S enate beginning with the so-
called “assault weapons” ban sun- set which is  to 
take place in S eptember  of 2004.  We expres sed to 
the S enator  that this  un-workable and un-
cons titutional ban mus t sunset and our  reason why. 
  
We discus sed the need to pass  S  659, a bi l l  that 
S enator  S pecter  co-sponsored that would give 
protection to fi rearms  manufacturer  from being 
sued.  S pecter  told us  that he supported this  
legis lation, and is  hopeful that the bi l l  wi l l  pass  
before the end of the year .  He said that he would 
encourage the Maj or ity leader  to br ing the legis lation 
to a vote in the S enate. 
 
We also discus sed the T iahr t Amendment to 
appropr iations  bi l l  HR. 2799 that prohibits  the 
Jus tice Department from retaining records  on 
information received dur ing an ins tant background 
check.  After  giving the S enator  a br ief his tory of the 
fai lure of the NRA to obtain a favorable rul ing form 
the U.S  S upreme Court directing the Jus tice 
Department to des troy al l  of the records  on the 
purchaser  col lected to conduct an ins tant 
background check, we gave his  s taff a wr itten review 
of the bi l l  and the his tory leading up to the reason 
for  the amendment.  We also itemized some real 
wor ld s ituations  wherein the retention of this  
information has  resulted in prej udiced contacts  
between citizens  and law enforcement.  S enator  
S pecter  promised to help us  on getting that 
language passed.  I nclude in those discus s ion was  
the letter  sent to the Pennsylvania S tate Pol ice by 
the FB I  demanding that the Pennsylvania S tate 
Pol ice des troy the records  they are keeping in 
regards  to the ins tant check.  S pecter  agreed to look 
into this  matter . 
 
Another  topic that was  discus sed was  Civi l  r ights  
res toration.  We began with a descr iption of var ious  
real wor ld incidents  for  ins tance a woman in PA who 
is  involuntar i ly committed for  observation due to 
pos t par tum depres s ion after  chi ldbir th loses  her  
r ight to own a fi rearm forever .  We s tres sed that 
there should be a mechanism wherein a citizen can 
petition to res tore their  fi rearms  r ights  as  was  
poss ible through the AT F previously.  Senator 
Specter asked if we were happy with the AT F 
process  and we said yes .  We also informed the 
S enator  that we worked with Robert E. S anders  who 
was  the AT F official in charge of this  program pr ior  
to its ’ defunding and related his  comments  to us  
about the actual real wor ld per formance of the 
program.  S enator  S pecter  said that he would help 
us  with this  is sue as  well . 
 

S enator  S pecter  ended the meeting by autographing 
a copy of his  book, “Pass ion for  T ruth”, and s tanding 
for  photographs . 
As  we walked out of the meeting with Chr is topher  
Nicholas  and S heryl M. Deloz ier  we s tres sed to them 
the importance of the S enator  taking a pos ition on 
the Assault Weapon Ban is sue.  Chr is topher  and 
S heryl told us  that S tan Caldwell would be in touch. 
 

S t at e S enat or  Jane Or ie t o 
I nt r oduces  R ecipr ocit y R efor m in 

P A S enat e 
 
S tate S enator  Jane Or ie’s  office has  informed the 
ACS L that S en. Or ie has  introduced S B 941, a bi l l  
with language drafted by the ACS L to reform 
Pennsylvania’s  reciprocity s tatute. 
 
T his  bi l l  is  almos t identical to the bi l l  introduced in 
the House by S tate Representative Daryl Metcalfe.  
 
With the introduction of S en. Or ie’s  bi l l  al l  pro-gun 
legis lation in Pennsylvania wil l  be in control of 
S outhwes ter  Pennsylvania legis lators  with a diverse 
l is t of co-sponsors . 
 
S enate Co-sponsors  of the bi l l  are:  LEMMOND, 
WOZNIAK, MADIGAN, ROBBINS, KASUNIC, LOGAN 
AND SCHWARTZ 
 
Chicago Auto Plant Shooter - Long Record 
of Violence . . . 
 
People who knew him say S alvador   T apia, the 36-  
year -old who died after  shooting s ix  former  co-
workers  at an auto par ts  warehouse in Chicago, had 
a violent temper  and had been ar res ted 12 times  on 
charges  that included domestic battery and 
aggravated as sault. According to the Chicago 
T r ibune,  he was  convicted in 1989 for  unlawful use 
of a weapon, and as  recently as  1997 threatened his  
s is ter  and brother - in-  law with a weapon. While 
public officials  cal l  for  more gun control, nowhere is  
there a call  for  an explanation of why T apia was  not 
behind bars . More important is  the sudden s i lence of 
both Mayor  Daley and Acting S upt. Cl ine who were 
quick to push an anti-gun agenda, complaining 
about the availabi l i ty of guns  on Chicago s treets , 
unti l  i t was  revealed that the murder  weapon had 
been owned consecutively, without proper  
regis tration, by two different cops . 
 
I f a lawsuit ar ises  out of this  case, as  they frequently 
do, would the es tates  of the two deceased officers  be 
held l iable? Would the city? Perhaps  Mayor  Daley 
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should think about this  and fix  his  BROKEN j udicial 
sys tem before any fur ther  pronouncements  about 
fi rearms  in his  city. I t may be easy to get an 
undocumented gun in Chicago, and now it appears  
to be even eas ier  i f the undocumented gun. 
 

Media B ias  is  Al ive and W ell  At  K DK A 
T V in P i t t s bur gh 

 
John S humway interviewed Har ry S chnieder  of the 
Pennsylvania S por tsmen’s  As sociation on the topic of 
implementing a Waiting Per iod on handgun sales  in 
Pennsylvania.   T hey broadcas ted the interview on 
T hursday November  6 at the 5: 00 to 6: 00 pm hour . 
 
T he catalys t for  the topic was  the tr iple murder  in 
Al legheny County by an a former  EMT  & fi refighter  
who completed Act 120 police officer  training in 
February 2003, was  asked to res ign his  j ob as  a 911 
dispatcher , apparently because he had been s talking 
and making threats  to ki l l  a former  gir l fr iend. 
 
He final ly made good on his  numerous  threats .  He 
bought a Glock and murdered his  former  gir l fr iend, 
her  s is ter  and her  new boyfr iend. 
 
T he victims  were unarmed despite knowing of the 
threats  and capabil ity. 
 
I t was  obvious  that KDKA was  us ing this  incident to 
feed the Pol itical Vultures  who want to exploit this  
tragedy to achieve a political agenda -  revive waiting 
per iods . 
 
After  the interview the KDKA news  editor s  once 
again proved their  s ki l l  at editing out fact and reason 
and subs tituting drama and emotion when 
Propagandiz ing for  gun control schemes  that have 
been scientifical ly proven to be ineffective at 
reducing violence. 
 
I t is  noteworthy that KDKA edited out S chneider ’s  
s tatement that in an attempt to j us tify the i l legal 
expenditure of mil l ions  of dol lar s  of tax money to 
lobby for  gun control, the CDC was  challenged to 
prove that the waiting per iods  and other  gun control 
schemes  they advocate actually reduce violence.  
T he CDC had 14 anti gun exper ts  spend the las t 
three years  examining 51 anti-gun s tudies  and could 
not find any evidence that waiting per iods  reduce 
violence.  I t seems  that none of the anti gun s tudies  
that claimed that waiting per iods  reduce violence 
could withs tand scientific analys is  and per  
review scrutiny.  T he CDC added qualifying language 
and KDKA made a big deal out of the CDC saying 
that we should not draw any conclus ions  from their  
inabil i ty to find that any waiting per iod helped more 

than it hur t but never  offered any proof that waiting 
per iod are effective in prevent violent cr ime. 
 
KDKA never  ques tioned why this  obses s ive s talker , a 
911 operator , who over  the pas t three years  made 
numerous  threats  that he would ki l l  the obj ect of his  
obses s ion, was  not subj ected to a PFA, or  convicted 
of s taking or  making ter ror is tic threats . 
 
I t is  going to be vital that gunowners  remain aler t 
for  media bias  in dur ing the months  leading up to 
the 2004 elections .  Once again gun control wi l l  be a 
topic inj ected into the debates  by a bias  media. 
 
B r i t ain T he Mos t  Violent  Count r y I n 
W es t er n E ur ope -  London Daily T elegraph 
Br itain has  the wors t record in wes tern Europe for  
ki l l ings , violence and burglary and its  citizens  face 
one of the highes t r is ks  in the indus tr ial ized wor ld of 
becoming victims  of cr ime, a s tudy has  shown. 

Offences  of violence in the UK have been running at 
three times  the level of the next wors t country in 
wes tern Europe, and burglar ies  at near ly twice the 
rate. 

Br itain has  the highes t level of homicides  in wes tern 
Europe and the totals  for  robber ies  and thefts  of 
motor  vehicles  have also been close to the highes t in 
the European Union, outs tr ipped only by France, the 
Home Office figures  show. 

Only Germany, which has  20 mil l ion more people, 
recorded more cr imes  overal l  in 2001, the mos t up-
to-date figure in the research -  I nternational 
Compar isons  of Cr iminal Jus tice S tatis tics  2001, with 
data collected by the Home Office and the Council  of 
Europe. 

 
NR A-I L A Gr as s r oot s  Aler t  
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S U P P OR T  S . 6 5 9  AS  VOT E  DR AW S  NE AR  

I n recent months , we have frequently repor ted on 
the growing support for  passage of S . 659, the 
" Protection of Lawful Commerce in Arms  Act."  
Dozens  of national as sociations , unions , wi ldl i fe 
conservation groups , and shooting spor ts  
organizations - - representing l iteral ly mil l ions  of 
dedicated members , workers , and spor tsmen- -have 
expres sed their  unqualified support for  this  cr itical ly 
important legis lation which seeks  to protect 
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Amer ica` s  fi rearm manufacturers  and dealers  from 
malicious , predatory lawsuits . 

While we are encouraged by this  pos itive trend, the 
fight is  s ti l l  far  from over . We hope to have a vote on 
this  legis lation in the coming weeks , thus , it is  
imperative that you continue to contact your  U.S . 
S enators  in support of S . 659 and urge them to do 
everything in their  power  to end these mer itles s  
lawsuits  and ensure that this  es sential legis lation is  
approved. Let your  S enators  know that it is  crucial 
they cosponsor  and support S . 659. 

I n addition, please continue to urge your  U.S . 
Representative and your  S enators  to oppose cur rent 
legis lation seeking to reauthor ize and expand the 
1994 Clinton gun ban- -H.R. 2038, S . 1431, and S . 
1034. You can find contact information for  your  
elected officials  by us ing the " Wr ite Your  
Representatives "  tool at www.NRAI LA.org, or  you 
can call  your  U.S . S enators  at (202) 224-3121 and 
your  U.S . Representative at (202) 225-3121. 

Vol. 1 0 , No. 4 2                         1 0 / 1 7 / 0 3  

U P DAT E  ON D .C. R I GH T  T O B E AR  AR MS  CAS E  

On October  8, a hear ing was  held on a motion to 
dismis s  in the pending S eegars  v. Ashcroft lawsuit. 
T he lawsuit was  brought as  a result of the extremely 
res tr ictive gun laws  that have been in effect in 
Washington, D.C., for  more than a quarter  of a 
century. Handguns  are effectively banned in the 
Dis tr ict of Columbia. Before 1976, citizens  could 
posses s  regis tered handguns  in the Dis tr ict. T he 
city` s  law required al l  fi rearms  to be regis tered, but 
that year  a law was  passed prohibiting the 
regis tration of any more handguns , thereby 
completely banning them! T he S eegars  lawsuit seeks  
to al low D.C. res idents  the r ight to once again 
lawful ly posses s  handguns . T he case is  a nar rowly 
focused effor t to encourage the cour t to recognize 
the S econd Amendment as  an individual r ight and to 
declare the D.C. handgun ban uncons titutional, so 
that res idents  who are threatened daily by cr iminal 
violence may keep handguns  in their  homes  to 
defend themselves . 

NRA supports  this  l i tigation as  a fi r s t s tep toward 
res toration of S econd Amendment r ights  to law-
abiding D.C. citizens . NRA is  also in s trong support 
of cur rent legis lation introduced in both the U.S . 
S enate and the U.S . House of Representatives  to 
repeal not j us t the handgun ban, but also the 
requirement that al l  fi rearms  be regis tered. T he goal 
is  the complete res toration of S econd Amendment 
r ights , and NRA wil l  continue vigorous ly to pursue 
this  obj ective in the cour ts  and in Congres s . 

Vol. 1 0 , No. 4 3                         1 0 / 2 4 / 0 3  

H E R E ` S  A " S T OR Y" --F R OM A GR OU P  NAME D 
B R ADY  

T he Brady gun-ban group is  at it again. Faced with 
the prospect of the Clinton Gun Ban expir ing, the 
Brady bunch is  engaging in a desperate fundrais ing 
campaign aimed at por traying the NRA as  
" extremis t."  Ful l  page ads , recently placed in the 
New York T imes , are not only ful l  of fal lacious  dr ivel, 
emotional sensationalism, and outr ight falsehoods , 
but also s tate that NRA has  " flat-out los t touch with 
the Amer ican people."  T he Brady Campaign` s  
extens ive research mus t have over looked the fact 
that NRA has  four  mil l ion " Amer ican people"  as  
members  and is  the nation` s  oldes t and larges t civi l  
r ights  organization. 

Desperately seeking relevance, the Brady bunch has  
even launched an anti-NRA webs ite which attempts  
to bash NRA as  " blackl is ter s "  for  merely 
documenting the gun-ban advocacy of such 
" mains tream"  Amer ican " luminar ies "  as  Alec 
Baldwin, Michael Moore, and, les t we forget, Moon 
and Dweezi l  Z appa. 

Duplicitous  ads  and imaginary " blackl is ts?"  T hat’s  
some s tory. 

Alternatively, to demons trate the broad base of 
support for  NRA and its  legis lative agenda, we have 
launched an NRA " Good Guys "  L is t webs ite. I t’s  a l is t 
of law-abiding Amer icans  who support freedom of 
speech and the Right to Keep and Bear  Arms . We 
encourage you to s tand up and be counted by 
adding your  name to our  " Good Guys "  l is t. You don’t 
have to be an NRA member  to j oin the l is t;  you j us t 
have to believe in freedom. T o vis it the s ite and add 
your  name to the l is t, please go to 
www.NRAHQ.org/goodguys .asp. 

AN ADVOCAT E  F OR  GU N S AF E T Y? 

At a recent meeting of pol ice chiefs  from around the 
country, Richard Aborn, the former  pres ident of 
Handgun Control, I nc. (now the Brady Campaign) 
opened the program and introduced the speakers . 
S peaking at the end of the presentation, Mr . Aborn 
caused members  of the as sembled group to s tare 
wide-eyed at him as  he pointed with his  finger  on 
the tr igger  of a semi-automatic pis tol at the 
audience! 

T his  " advocate for  gun safety"  mos t as suredly 
flaunted his  ignorance of even the most bas ic rules  
of safe gun handling, ignorantly pointing the gun in 
an unsafe direction, fai l ing to visual ly inspect the 
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gun’s  chamber  and not keeping h is  finger  off the 
tr igger . T he outspoken gun- r ights  cr itic seemingly 
has  l i ttle or  no practical " hands  on"  exper ience in the 
area for  which his  background and political pos ition 
would beg some exper tise. 

Back-pedaling and sounding more l ike a chi ld 
rationaliz ing his  being caught in a wrongful act, 
Aborn weakly offered, " I n demons trating them, I   
inadver tently pointed it to show how cr iminals  use 
them. I  ins tantly real ized it was  a mis take, and I  
said so. I  was  very hones t about that."  

Perhaps  Mr . Aborn should attend an NRA safety 
course and learn the rules  of safe and proper  fi rearm 
handling from the real advocates  of gun safety. 

U P DAT E  ON D .C.` s  P E R S ONAL  P R OT E CT I ON 
ACT   

As  repor ted in the S eptember  26 is sue of the 
Grass roots  Aler t, Representatives  Mark S ouder  (R-
I nd.) and Mike Ross  (D-Ark.) recently introduced 
H.R.3193?the House vers ion of the Dis tr ict of 
Columbia Personal Protection Act. Demons trating 
broad bipar tisan support, H.R. 3193 is  cur rently 
cosponsored by 32 Democrats  and 94 Republicans . A 
companion to S enate bi l l  S . 1414, introduced by 
S enator  Or r in Hatch (R-Utah) on July 15, this  
legis lation seeks  to res tore the cons titutionally-
guaranteed S econd Amendment r ights  of the 
res idents  of the Dis tr ict of Columbia. T he need for  
this  legis lation is  obvious . While effectively banning 
handgun ownership for  over  a quar ter -century, 
Washington, D.C., cons is tently has  one of the 
highes t homicide rates  in the nation. " D.C.` s  
politicians  have s tr ipped law-abiding res idents  of 
their  abil i ty to defend themselves  and their  famil ies ,"  
said NRA- I LA Executive Director  Chr is  Cox. " Passage 
of the Dis tr ict of Columbia Personal Protection Act`  
wil l  remedy this  senseles s  and dangerous  inj us tice."  

Please contact your  S enators  and your  U.S . 
Representative and urge them to cosponsor  and 
support this  important legis lation. You can find 
contact information for  your  elected officials  by us ing 
the " Wr ite Your  Representatives "  tool at 
www.NRAI LA.org, or  you can call  your  U.S . S enators  
at (202) 224-3121 and your  U.S . Representative at 
(202) 225-3121 

Judge dis mis s es  law s uit  agains t  
gun indus t r y 

S T . LOUI S  - -  A S t. Louis  County j udge has  dismis sed 
a lawsuit the city of S t. Louis  brought agains t the 

gun indus try seeking reimbursement for  cos ts  
as sociated with gun- related inj ur ies .  

S t. Louis  County Judge Emmett O'Br ien said he 
found no bas is  for  the claim. O'Br ien dismis sed the 
lawsuit agains t gun manufacturers  on Oct. 15. T hen 
on Fr iday, he dismis sed it agains t the remaining 
defendants :  gun dis tr ibutors  and trade 
organizations .  

I n a five-page opinion, O'Br ien wrote that such 
lawsuits  would open " a floodgate to additional 
l i tigation."  He also said that " is sues  of both logic and 
fairnes s "  favored dismis s ing the case.  

S t. Louis  city counselor  Patti  Hageman said Monday 
it was  too ear ly to say whether  the city would appeal 
the decis ion.   

Dean W alks  a T ight r ope Over  P os it ions  
on Gun Cont r ol  - New York Times--Registration 
Required 

Back when Howard Dean was  running for  governor  
of Vermont in 1992, he told the National Rifle 
As sociation in a s igned ques tionnaire that he 
opposed any res tr ictions  on pr ivate ownership of 
as sault weapons . T hese days , running for  the 
Democratic pres idential nomination and appealing to 
a very different electorate from that of his  small , 
largely rural s tate, Dr . Dean as sures  audiences  that 
he fi rmly supports  the as sault weapons  ban enacted 
under  Pres ident B i l l  Cl inton in 1994 though 
vigorous ly oppos ing any fur ther  federal regulation of 
guns . 

Clar k F avor s  Gun S afet y L ocks  - Politics NH 
 
Wrapping up a two day tr ip through New Hampshire 
on Wednesday, retired General Wes ley Clark said he 
favored safety locks  on fi rearms  as  a general 
pr inciple though he said he needed to review the 
s ituation more before he would make any specific 
sugges tions  on how, if elected pres ident, he plans  to 
mandate such an action. 
 
Vol. 1 0 , No. 4 4                         1 0 / 3 1 / 0 3  
 
NE W  " GU N S H OW "  B I L L :  AL L  T R I CK , NO T R E AT  

I ntroduced, appropr iately enough, on Halloween, the 
McCain-Reed-DeWine-Lieberman gun show bi l l  
masquerades  as  reform but imposes  bureaucratic 
res tr ictions  aimed at el iminating gun shows . T he 
legis lation is  based on the McCain-Lieberman bi l l  (S . 
890) from the 107th Congres s , and, s imilar ly, not 
only fai ls  to addres s  gun owners`  most s ignificant 
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concerns , but also fai ls  to addres s  any is sues  within 
the National I ns tant Check S ys tem (NI CS ). 

McCain-Reed is  not about clos ing a " gun show 
loophole " there is  no " gun show loophole."  Ex is ting 
laws  apply at gun shows  j us t the same as  any other  
place guns  are sold. McCain-Reed is , in fact, about 
el iminating gun shows . I t would give any future 
S econd Amendment-hating Attorney General the 
power  to effectively shut down gun shows , invade 
the pr ivacy r ights  of Amer ican citizens , and impose 
many other  res tr ictions  that have nothing to do with 
conducting background checks  on fi rearms  
purchases . 

T he legis lation also seeks  to impose a whole hos t of 
additional res tr ictions  and unnecessary 
requirements , including gun owner  regis tration and 
l imitles s  regulations !  Perhaps  mos t importantly, the 
legis lation ignores  the fact that multiple federal 
government s tudies  prove gun shows  are not a 
source of " cr ime guns ."  No matter  how creative the 
packaging, this  bi l l  isn’t about control l ing cr ime. T he 
attack on gun shows  makes  no sense as  a cr ime 
control measure. I t is  s tr ictly dr iven by an anti-gun 
political agenda. Clos ing gun shows  means  shutting 
down one of the mos t important venues  for  S econd 
Amendment activis ts  to communicate with other  gun 
owners . T hat’s  their  real goal.  

 
Vol. 1 0 , No. 4 5                       1 0 / 3 1 / 0 3  
 

S U P P OR T  S . 6 5 9  AS  VOT E  DR AW S  NE AR  

As  regular  readers  of the Grass roots  Aler t know, in 
recent months , we have frequently repor ted on one 
of NRA- I LA` s  top legis lative pr ior ities  in Congres s , 
the passage of S . 659, the " Protection of Lawful 
Commerce in Arms  Act."  Dozens  of national 
as sociations , unions , wi ldl i fe conservation groups , 
and shooting spor ts  organizations? representing 
l iteral ly mil l ions  of dedicated members , workers , and 
spor tsmen have already expres sed their  unqualified 
support for  this  cr itical ly important legis lation which 
seeks  to protect Amer ica’s  fi rearm manufacturers  
and dealers  from malicious , predatory lawsuits .  

I t is  l ikely that we wil l  have a vote on this  crucial 
legis lation in the near  future. I t is  also quite l ikely 
that the gun-banners  in Congres s  wil l  do al l  they can 
to add anti-gun amendments  to the bi l l  in a las t 
ditch attempt to di lute it. T herefore, as  we await a 
vote on this  crucial legis lation, it is  imperative that 
you continue to contact your  U.S . S enators  and urge 
them to ful ly support S . 659 without any anti-gun 
amendments !  Ask them to do everything in their  

power  to end these mer itles s  lawsuits  and ensure 
that this  es sential legis lation is  approved as  wr itten. 
Let your  S enators  know that it is  imperative they 
cosponsor  and ful ly support S . 659. 

I n addition, please contact your  S enators  and your  
U.S . Representative and urge them to cosponsor  and 
support S . 1414 and H.R. 3193?the S enate and 
House vers ions  of the Dis tr ict of Columbia Personal 
Protection Act. T his  important legis lation seeks  to 
res tore the cons titutionally-guaranteed S econd 
Amendment r ights  of the res idents  of the Dis tr ict of 
Columbia, which has  once again reclaimed the title 
of " murder  capital"  of the United S tates . 

F inal ly, please continue to urge your  U.S . 
Representative and your  S enators  to oppose cur rent 
legis lation seeking to expand the 1994 Clinton gun 
ban H.R. 2038, S . 1431, and S . 1034. You can find 
contact information for  your  elected officials  by us ing 
the " Wr ite Your  Representatives "  tool at 
www.NRAI LA.org, or  you can call  your  U.S . S enators  
at (202) 224-3121 and your  U.S . Representative at 
(202) 225-3121. 

 


