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PA Supreme Court Gives Narrow
Victory to the Rendell
Administration Over Registry

It took the Pennsylvania Supreme Court over 19
months to render a 3-2 dedision in favor of the
Pennsylvania State Police and Governor Ed
Rendell's maintenance a computerized databos e of
gun owners. A databose which is dearly aregistry
of firearms owners, and dearly prohibited by
Section 6111.4 of the Pennsylvania Uniform
Firearms Act.

The 3-2 vote saw Justices Ronald Castille, Ralph
Cappy and Michael Eakin voting that the database
was aregistry of sort, but not prohibited by
Section 6111.4 because is was not a complete
registry, because it did not contain dll firearms
owned by Pennsylvanians.

The court seized on the fact that the words
"registry" and "ownership" were not defined in the
low. This gave them the opportunity to apply their
own definitions. First the court defined the word
"registry" as "an officdadl record or list". They then
agreed that the common definition of the word
"ownership" is "the sate of fact of being an owner;
legal right of possession”. Most reasonable
persons would agree that these definations fit the
State Police's database. But not the three in this
Supreme Court dedsion. Surprising to almost
everyone, the court decided that; "In examining
the contents of the Pennsylvania State
Police's database, although the database may
be a registry, it is not a registry of firearm
ownership." Their reasoning; "The database
does not maintain a record of all firearms
owned by Pennsylvanians'. Some examples
are; long guns and guns purchosed between
spouses, parents and children. Firearms brought

into the state when people transfer after changing
jobs.,

Justices Russell Nigro oand Saondra S chultz Newman
hod a more resonsable response, Judtice Nigro
wrote; "As though the database at issue here
does not include every person in Pennsylvania
who owns a handgun, because it only tracks
sales from authorized Pennsylvania dealers, it
nevertheless violates section 6111.4 by
keeping a partial record of handgun
ownership insofar as it records those persons
who either own or used toown a handgun
that they purchased from a Pennsylvania
dealer. Thus, although | can appreciate the
benefits of maintaining a database concerning
handgun sales in this Commonwealth, | am
nevertheless compelled to conclude that the
General Assembly has explicitly prohibited
the police from keeping such records. "

[fjust one Justice joined Nigor and Newman we
would have won. We were convinced going into
the Supreme Court that we would have Eokin and
Newman on our side since they courted gun
owners when they compaigned for election to the
court. We new that Justice Saylor refused to sit on
the case. We new that Justice Boer would not
enter into the dedisions because he wos not on the
ocourt when the case was heard. As aresult, with
only five Justices left to decide the cose we held
hopes that Nigro would join Eakin and Newman.
We were shocked to learn that Eakin sided with the
Maqjority to rule against us, and pleasantly
surprised to learn that Justice Nigro disogreed with
the Majority, and even wrote the dissenting
opinion.

When Eakin compaigned for the court in 2001 it
seem dear that Eokin waos pro-firearms ownership,
and supported the words in our constitution that
the Right fo Bear Arms shall not be questioned.



Judging by the length of time the court took to
render a decision, our attorney said that they were
struggling to define their position. So instead of
ruling in our favor they simply agreed with the
lower court©s decision.

It is also clear that they wanted this ruling to
receive as little news coverage as possible, so it
was not a surprise that they released the ruling
during the last few weeks of the Presidential
elections. The news media were totally occupied
by the elections, and paid virtually no attention to
the decision.

We only had one recourse available to us and that
was to ask the court to reconsider their decision.
This would have required a Justice who ruled in the
majority to agree to reconsider his vote. This
would have been very costly and it was very
unlikely that the decision would be reconsider.

The problem with this decision is that it leaves
open any attempt by any state or local government
to establish their own registry, provided that it is
not a complete registry. We must follow-up this
decision with corrective legislation.

Pennsylvania General Assembly
Considers Anti-gun L egislation at
Session©s End.

With the NRA spending thousands of dollars in
Pennsylvania supporting pro-gun candidates. With
Firearms Owners Against Crime distributing
thousands of Voter©s Guide and mailing thousand
of alerts for pro-gun candidates. The Republican
leadership in the Pennsylvania General Assembly
responded by attempting to amend HB 2403, the
reform of our Protection from Abuse Statute, and
have it pass by the end of the session. This

supp osedly pro-gun leadership gave Pennsylvania
Gun Owners three days in early November, to
consider massive amendments to the bill. The
ACSL did not agree to the massive amendments
because of the short time frame.

In addition, anti-gun bill HB 2799, a bill to prohibit
the carrying of a rifle on the street of Philadelphia,
and increasing the cost of a Philadelphia CCW to
$145.00, was scheduled for consideration the last
week of the legislative session.

Alerted to the schedule of the bill for consideration
the ACSL asked our legislators to opp osed the bill,
and it died with the end of the session.
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All of this occurred while HB 2046, a bill to delete
the social security numbers from CCW licenses,
and reform the state©s reciprocity statute, and HB
1512, the right to hunt were killed in comm ittee in
the Pennsylvania Senate. This is not to mention
the other pro-gun, pro-hunting legislation that sat
in the Judiciary Comm ittees of both Houses.

Each year 1/3 of the Pennsylvania Senate and all
of the 435 members of the House court
Pennsylvania gun owners for their vote. Gun
owners work hard, some for as long as 12 months
on the campaigns of so-called pro-gun candidates.
However, no sooner that the elections are over,
they seem to forget we ever existed.

It appears that something else is influencing the
leadership of the Pennsylvania General Assembly,
and it is not the gun vote.

Twenty years ago Pennsylvania was the bell-
weather state for pro-gun legislation. It was
almost impossible to see anti-gun legislation even
consider in comm ittee, let-alone be placed on the
calendar for a vote by the whole House.

Back then if gun owners wanted reform of our gun
laws, members of the General Assembly were
willing to step up to the plate and get it done.
Today, the mere mention of moving reform
legislation is met with silence, while other states
move ahead in their reform efforts.

It is clear that we are marching in place. Not
getting hit by anti-gun legislation, but not having
our reform legislation seeing the light of day.

We are told that the General Assembly can®©t bring
our legislation to the floor because the anti-gun
minority will attempt to offer so-call assault
weapons bans, or other restrictive legislation.

With the volumes of evidence against the value of
such legislation available, these so-called pro-gun
supporters should be eager to have them try.

Wisconsin Shootings renews debate
over so-called "Assault Weapons"

The Brady Campaign seized the opportunity of the
Wisconsin shooting to call for renewal of the
Assault Weapons Ban. They fired off a
newsrelaese claiming,;

"The SKS rifle app arently used by the hunter to
kill six other hunters in Wisconsin Sunday wasn®©t
banned under the Federal assault weapons ban



that expired September 13, but it should be
banned for civilian use. Designed for use in war,
even the gun industry admitted yesterday that it©s
not intended for hunting.

It may, in fact, be the first time the official
spokesman for the National Shooting Sports
Foundation has admitted that any military-style
semiautomatic assault rifle is inappropriate for
hunting. Lawrence Keane, senior vice president of
the group, went further, and even told the New
York Times that the SKS isn©t a humane weapon
for hunting deer. "The reason the SKS is not used
by hunters, Mr. Keane said, is that it is designed
for combat soldiers and is therefore underpowered
for killing an animal like a deer with a single shot,
the goal of good hunters," The Times wrote. "©The
ethics of hunting are you don©t want the animal to
suffer needlessly,© Mr. Keane said.""

The National Shooting Sports Foundations fired
back claiming indicating that Mr. Keane®©s
comm ents are not the official position of the NS SF.

The criminal attack on a group of Wisconsin
hunters that left six dead and two others wounded
is being exploited by prohibitionists seemingly
anxious to use the incident as an excuse to limit
the freedoms of responsible American gun
owners.

NS SF supported the recent expiration of the so-
called “assault weapon ban” in federal law by
explaining to legislators, the mediaand the public
that semi-automatic firearms resembling military-
issue guns have long been widely used for target
shooting and, where appropriate, for hunting.
When the amm unition a gun shoots is suited for
the game hunted, military-style semi-automatics
are perfectly legal to hunt with under the laws of
most states. Pennsylvania, as an exception, does
not allow hunting with semi-automatic rifles of
any sort, but most other states do. Many also
provide for hunting with handguns as well as with
shotguns.

The 7.62 X 39mm rifle reportedly involved in this
incident shoots a thirty-caliber bullet that
performs ballistically similar to the .30-30 deer
hunting cartridge comm only used for about a
hundred years in lever action guns. Among high-
power amm unition, both the .30-30 and the 7.62
X 39 cartridges are capable of reliably taking
deer-sized game at moderate distances up to
100-150 yards.

A widely published article by Steve Wideman in the
Post Crescent, a Wisconsin explained that the SKS
is comm only used in this part of the country.

"The SKS, a medium-powered carbine usually
equipped with a 10-round magazine, is cheap,
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dependable and comm only used for deer hunting,
said Bill Kordus of Menasha, a state certified
hunting education instructor and former president
of the Twin City Rod and Gun Club.

“It’'s the most comm on deer-hunting rifle out
there. You can buy them for $100. There are
millions of them,” Kordus said Mike Young,
Outagamie County DNR warden, said he owns two
SKS rifles.

“l place responsibility (for the Sawyer County
shootings) on the hunter, not the gun,” he said.
Young said it is comm on for deer rifles to hold six
or seven rounds and be semiautomatic. Vang
allegedly had a 20-round magazine Young
compared the SKS to a .30-30 rifle, which is light
and has lessrecoil than more powerful deer rifles.

“The .30-30 is a rifle most people give their kids,”
he said.

Pennsylvania adds New Hampshire as
Seventh Reciprocity State.

On December 2, 2004 Pennsylvania Attorney
General Jerry Papport added New Hampshire as
the seventh state to have a reciprocity agreement
with Pennsylvania. Having this new addition just
prior to Attorney General elect Tom Corbett taking
office next month gives Mr. Corbett a good start at
matching what Mr. Papport has done.

D.C. Gun Ban Repeal May Be In
Trouble

D.C. Gun Ban Repeal in Limbo for Now
Sunday, November 14, 2004

By Kelley Beaucar Vlahos

FOX NEWS

WASHINGTON — Washington, D.C. homeowners
shouldn’t expect to lock and load anytime soon as
an effort to repeal a nearly 30-year ban on
handgun ownership (search) in the district has
hit a snag despite Republican gains in the U.S.
Senate that might draw more gun-friendly
lawmakers to Capitol Hill.

"It still has an improved chance," said Dan
Whiting, spokesman for Republican Sen. Larry
Craig (search) of Idaho, who had co-sponsored
legislation to repeal the gun ban and had hoped to




attach the measure to the 2005 D.C appropriations
bill.

But opponents of the gun ban say D.C. residents
are wary of turning back the clock prior to 1976,
the year the ban on all handguns was put into
place and the nation’s toughest gun law w as
enacted.

"Every day | am witnessing someone who’s been
shot or murdered on these mean city streets," said
Hannah Hawkins, who runs Child of Mine
(search), a center that counsels at-risk youth in
the greater D.C.-metro area. "It’s become more
dangerous because of non-restrictive gun laws in
other jurisdictions, like Virginiaand Maryland," just
over the border.

Before the election, the move to ease D.C.©s gun
law had no strong support among Senate
members, who hoped to avoid a fight over gun
control right before voters went to the polls.

"l don’t want to discount it," said Whiting, who
add ed that hope persisted that Sen. Orrin Hatch,
R-Utah, the author of the District of Columbia
Personal Protection Act, would pursue the repeal in
the 109th Congress. Passing it during the brief
"lame-duck"” session just before the winter recess
app ears unlikely.

"I'm sure it will be revived," he said. Sen. Hatch’s
office did not return phone calls on the issue.

Sources on Capitol Hill say the National Rifle
Association was instrumental in pushing the issue
successfully through the House 250-171 on Sept.
29. It had 45 Democratic co-sponsors and enjoyed
the final support of 52 Democrats.

"Really, it was a total victory," said Martin Green,
spokesman for Rep. Mark Souder, R-Ind., one of
the chief sponsors of the bill. "Members of
Congress made sure that the rights that the rest of
the country enjoy — the Second Amendment — are
also enjoyed by those in the nation’s capital.”

Chris W. Cox, chief lobbyist for the NRA, said the
firearm-advocacy organization is both pursuing the
repeal of the handgun ban legislatively and is
assisting several district residents in suing the city
for their gun ownership rights.

"At the core (of the Second Amendment) is the
right to defend yourself and your family from
criminal attack," said Cox, who said that "layer
upon layer" of gun control laws in the nation©s
capital over the last 30-years have stripped away
this protection. He said the congressional fixes

Page 4

would also repeal a law that says homeowners can
only have "long guns" like rifles and shotguns if
they are registered and remain unloaded and
disassembled in the home.

"You better hope you have a shoe or something to
throw" because there is no way a disassembled
weapon is going to allow a homeowner to quickly
confront an intruder, Cox said. "We are comm itted
to restoring the basic right to self defense.”

Hawkins, on the other hand, insists that not only
should the ban stay in place, but they should ban
bullets, too. D.C Mayor Anthony Williams joined his
police chief and the superintendent of schools in
testifying before Congressin September against
repealing the ban.

Sharon Gang, spokesman for Williams, said the
mayor believes it to be a truly bad idea.

"The last thing this city needs is more weapons on
the streets,” she told FOXNews.com. "The mayor
was very vehement about that."

But gun-rights advocates have long argued that
taking away guns from law-abiding citizens does
not deter crime but actually increases it since
criminals know that their victims won’t be packing
firearms and are easier prey.

Crime statistician John Lott Jr., has said that D.C’s
crime actually rose since 1977, after it had been
on the decrease for the five years preceding the
first year of the gun ban. When the City Council
passed the ban, it no doubt wanted to combat gun
crimes. But Lott has said the ban has had the

opp osite effect.

According to FBI Uniform Crime Report statistics,
the district had 192 murders in 1977, when the
population was 690,000 people. In 2000, the
population had declined to 572,000, but
experienced 239 murders. According to the most
recent figures, murders rose to 264 in 2002 and
dropped a bit to 248 in 2003.

Critics point out that the number of murders rose
and fell since 1977, flying the face of Lott’s theory.
Murders actually peaked in 1991 at 482. Violent
crime like rape and armed assault had also peaked
in the early 1990s and then fell along with the
violent crime rates throughout the country.

But Lott points out in his book "More Guns, Less
Crime," that jurisdictions that weaken restrictions
on gun ownership, or allow its citizens to apply for
conceal-carry permits, actually see a greater
decrease in crime than the national average.



Members of Congress sy this can happen in the
District of Columbia, which has long been plagued
by high crime attributed to street gangs and the
drug trade in the city's poorest neighborhoods.

Mayor Anthony Williams does not buy the
argument, however.

"He feels this is an all-out assault on comm on
sense and decency, and on the home rule of the
district,” said Gang.

Cox insists that because the district is not a state
and its laws are subject to congressional oversight,
residents cannot expect what "unreasonable” gun
laws to stand. Green said new conservative
senators could make the difference in the next
Congress and advocates of the repeal will keep the
pressure on.

"The House has done its work," said Green. "The
Senate has changed a lot in the election so maybe
it could have an effect on this legislation.”

Pro-gun and Anti-gun Groups Claim
Victory in the November Elections

From the Brady Campaign

Gun Lobb y Losing Clout In Key States

WASHINGTON, Nov. 9 /PRNewswire/ -- Last
week©s elections may have led to victory for more
conservatives, but on gun issues, an analysis of
the results shows a trend towards greater supp ort
for sensible gun laws in some key battleground
states that have not shown that support in the
past.

The results show that despite the extremist gun
lobb y©s efforts tanake a claim of victory, it
actually suffered erosion of support in states where
it once comm anded clout. The National Rifle
Association, post 2004, should be viewed as
becoming more firmly dependent on high-
performing Republican states as the source of the
overwhelming majority of its strength.

Senator John Kerry, pilloried by the gun lobby
as supposedly the worst threat to gun owners in
the nation, won Maine, New Hampshire,
Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michigan and Pennsylvania,
Six states supposedly among the leaders in NRA
membership. The gun lobby also saw total
rejection in lllinois and close races in Ohio, lowa,
Nevada and New Mexico, other places where the
extreme gun lobby held more sway in the past. In
Colorado®©s Senate race, Ken Salazar (principal
supporter of the successful 2000 state ballot
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initiative closing the gun show loophole), defeated
an opponent who called for repealing the Brady
law. In New Hampshire©s Senate race, incumbent
Republican Judd Gregg was re-elected after voting
to renew the assault weapons ban, joining
President George W. Bush in moving to the middle
on sensible gun laws.

"For the extreme gun lobby to lose the
battleground states that it lost, | have to believe
that their post-election spin is about as wobbly as
it can get," said Sarah Brady, Chair of the Brady
Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence
and the Million Mom March. "This is a show of
continued marginalizing for the gun lobby, not a
show of force."”

"The NRA has their preferred candidate in the
White House for another four years, but only after
the President abandoned the NRA®Os rhetoric and
sought to
associate himself with sensible gun laws like
renewing the assault weapons ban and closing the
gun show loophole," said Brady President Michael
Barnes.

"Even in places like Colorado and New Hampshire,
voters weren©t moved by the extreme gun lobby©s
message, and convincingly elected senators who
supp orted sensible gun laws. These elections
weren®©t a tie on the gun issue--

supporters of gun safety saw growth in support in
states where the issue has been tougher in the
past."

The numbers paint a far different picture than
the gun lobby is attempting to portray. NRA-
backed candidates were elected in only half of the
34 U.S. Senate races in 2004. The group did not
endorse in 13 Senate races either because both
candidates were for sensible gun laws or because
their candidate was sure to lose.

In seven of these states, an NRA "A" rated
candidate ran against a candidate with an NRA
rating of "F" or "D" and lost. Further, only one
U.S. Senator (Senator Daschle) who supported the
renewal of the federal assault
weapons ban last March lost a seat, while the other
13 Senators up for re-election who voted to renew
the federal assault weapons ban won handily.

Candidate John Thune®©s victory over Senator
Daschle came after a campaign focused on
Daschle©s position as minority leader rather than
the gun issue. No other incumbent Senator lost.

The NRA®s supposed high winning percentage in
the House was based on a strategy of endorsing
incumbents over challengers. Where it backed
challengers over incumbents, the group lost three
out of four races. Thus, their percentage is largely
mythical -- endorsing in easy races to increase
their winning percentage. The NRA claims to have
won a large majority of House races where they



endorsed. What they didn©t point out were 66
other House races where they gave a candidate an
"A" or "B" rating and did not endorse them despite
their opponent receiving an NRA "F" or "D."

The Bush campaign moved to the left on the
gun issue during the campaign. In the third
debate, President Bush said he supported not only
the assault weapons ban, but closing the gun show
loophole as well. It could not have
been a message the gun lobby was very pleased
with -- the NRA did not endorse any other Federal
candidate who took those policy positions.

The analysis shows that "if there©s soul
searching to do on the gun issue, it©s inside the
extreme gun lobby, not among supporters of
sensible gun laws,"” Mrs. Brady said. "That©s why
President Bush stayed clear of the gun lobby®©s
rhetoric -- and why the conservatives in Congress
had better think twice before trying to roll back
sensible gun laws."

There is little sign the extreme gun lobby is
reading the results the way it should. The
conservative Gun Owners of America has already
published its legislative wish list, including such
priorities as repealing the Brady law,
lifting the ban on machine guns, and doing away
with restrictions on guns within a thousand feet of
a school.

That©s not what Americans voted for. And in
time, the gun lobby will discover that.

Neal Knox Report
Praise Be!
Kerry Defeated

By Neal Knox

WASHINGTON, D.C. (Nov. 10) It was
wonderful to see John Kerry go down, along with
the judges he would nominate, the Attorney
General and other agency heads he would choose
to harasslaw-abiding firearms owners, and the
people he would select to represent the U.S. at
next summ er's United Nations conference on
international firearms controls.

We made gains in the House and for the
first time in years won a pro-gun majority in the
Senate with a net gain of four seats -- replacing
retiring anti-gunners in Florida, Louisiana, North
Carolina, and South Carolina with pro-gunners,
and d efeating Democrat Leader Tom
Daschle of South Dakota.

Republicans and pro-gunners now * own*
both state houses in Georgia for the first time
since the Civil War, and took houses in Tennessee,
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Oklahoma and Indiana. Democrats won both
houses in Colorado and one in Montana, North
Carolina, Oregon, Vermont and

Washington

My satisfaction with the re-election of
President George W. Bush was damped by his
game-playing over the Clinton gun ban, saying he
would sign an extension of the law if it came to his
desk £ while making sure it didn't.

Though Sen. Kerry staged two canned
hunts and attended a claybird shoot with the press
in tow, made ludicrous claims about his hunting
skills, accepted a shotgun from the union workers
who made the
gun, and said he wouldnt 2inker® with the Second
Amendment * despite his dozens of Senate votes
to do just that -- Mr. Bush said nothing about gun
laws except restrictions he supported.

Pres. Bush didn't challenge Kerry's perfect
anti-gun record, or mention having and using more
guns than Kerry, signing the Texas concealed carry
law, or supporting the bill to protect the gun
industry from frivolous lawsuits -- which Kerry
helped kill last March.

Had the President not run to the left of
leftist Kerry on guns, had he said half as much
about defending the Second Amendment, guns and
hunting as Kerry did, Bush would have picked up
far more votes -- perhaps the needed 1-2 percent
needed to win narrowly lost
gunowner-abundant states like Michigan,
Minnesota, New Hampshire, Pennsylvania and
Wisconsin, winning an electoral landslide.

Karl Rove, 2he architect® of Mr. Bush's
campaign, is the protégé of my one-time friend,
the late Lee Atwater, who infamously said while
directing Papa Bush's 1992 re-election campaign,
aWhere else do gun owners have to go?° Spurred
by two major anti-gun actions by George H.W.
Bush, gun owners made up much of the 19 percent
who went with Ross Perot and elected Bill Clinton.
Rove didn't get that message.

However, the Rove and Ken Mehiman
Republican grassroots campaign, and NRA's
Federal campaign, were outstanding = with few
exceptions.

The March votes for the 2assault weapon®
extension and Sen. John McCain's (R-Ariz.) bill
requiring background checks on private transfers
at gun shows and elsewhere showed we needed
three more votes. Pro-gunners won a net four.



It was a delight to see the defeat of
Daschle, who played a major role in torpedoing the
firearms industry liability protection bill he 2co-
sponsored® earlier this year. And we got proven
pro-gunner John Thune in the bargain.

Also particularly significant were the Senate
wins of Rep. Jim DeMint (R-S.C.) and Tom Coburn
(R-Okla.), proven pro-gunners who are known as
mavericks likely to upset the collegial atmosphere
in the Senate.

Republicans were expected to lose votes in
the House, despite a gerrymandered redistricting
of Texas -- engineered by Majority Leader Tom
DelLay to reverse a 1990 pro-Democrat
gerrymander engineered by anti-gun
Rep. Martin Frost (a fact never mentioned by the
press). Frost was defeated, as were three usually
pro-gun Democrats.

Only anti-gun Rep. Chet Edwards survived,
winning his new district by a greater margin than
he did in 2002 against an underfunded pro-gun
challenger who received no support from the party
or Pres. Bush, whose ranch is in Edwards' district.

Overall, Republicans did well in the House,
increasing their margin by two, to 231. Gun
owners did even better, moving up to 235. Two
seats must still be decided in Louisiana runoffs, but
all four candidates are 2A°-rated by NRA.

Much of gun owners' gain was due to the
replacement of three retiring anti-gun Republicans
with pro-gun Republicans.

The Senate gains, should allow much
reform legislation, some of it already in the works.
Neither we nor Republicans have the 60 votes to
stop a Senate filibuster, but with the defeat of
obstructionist
Daschle fresh in Democrats' minds, filibusters are
lesslikely £ even in the soon-to-come fight over
terminally ill Supreme Court Chief Justice Bill
Rehnquist's replacement.

NRA-ILA Daily Updates
Alerts

From the NRA-ILA:

CONGRATULATIONS ON A JOB WELL DONE!

Page 7

On Election Day, you made the difference across
America by "Voting Freedom First!"

The National Rifle Association Political Victory Fund
(NRA-PVF) earned a 95% successrate of endorsed
congressional candidates winning their races! The
Association also won two major battles over anti-
hunting initiatives, as voters in Alaska and Maine
rejected ballot issues banning bear hunting
methods.

Of the 251 candidates endorsed by NRA for the
U.S. House of Representatives, 241 candidates
won! And 14 of the 18 NRA-PVF-endorsed U.S.
Senate candidates won their races! For candidates
and issues for which an NRA-ILA Grassroots
Election Workshop was conducted, we enjoyed an
81% successrate!

"This election was crucial for the Second
Amendment," said NRA Executive Vice President
Wayne LaPierre. "The NRA stands for freedom; our
members are defenders of freedom, and we are
proud to see that gun owners acrossthe country
came out and voted for freedom.

"l really hope that national Democratic leaders
stop taking this party off the cliff and look at the
heartland and the wreckage this issue has caused.
They have to start putting up candidates who
support gun rights and have a voting record to
match their photo-ops," add ed LaPierre.

The election outcome continues a strong winning
streak for NRA-PVF-endorsed candidates. In 2000,
NRA had an 85% successrate, followed by an 89%
successrate in 2002. NRA©s impressive numbers
illustrate the strength of gun owners as a voting
bloc each election cycle.

"WeOve seen a real political sea change in this
country since Al Gore©s defeat in 2000," add ed
NRA-ILA Executive Director Chris W. Cox. "A
number of anti-gun candidates attempted to hide
their gun-control agendas to get elected.
Fortunately, savvy gun owners saw through
misleading campaign tactics and voted for true
pro-gun candidates on November 2," concluded
Cox.

Top pro-gun Senate winners are: John Thune
(S.D.); Mel Martinez (Fla.); Jim DeMint (S.C.);
Johnny Isakson (Ga.); Richard Burr (N.C.); David
Vitter (La.); Tom Coburn (Okla.); Lisa Murkowski
(Alaska); Jim Bunning (Ky.) and Arlen Specter
(Pa.).

Newly-elected pro-gun freshman in the House of
Representatives include: John Salazar (CO-3);



Connie Mack (FL-14); Tom Price (GA-8); Mike
Sodrel (IN-9); Geoff Davis (KY-4); Jeff Fortenberry
(NE-1); Virginia Foxx (NC-5); Patrick McHenry
(NC-10); Dan Boren (OK-2); Mike Fitzpatrick (PA-
8); Charlie Dent (PA-15); Bob Inglis (SC-4); Louie
Gohmert (TX-1); Ted Poe (TX-2); Mike McCaul
(TX-10); Mike Conaway (TX-11); Kenny Marchant
(TX-24); Henry Cuellar (TX-28); Thelma Drake
(VA-2); and Cathy McMorris (WA-5).

Pro-gun incumbent Representatives re-elected
include: Rick Renzi (AZ-1); John Porter (NV-3);
Bob Beauprez (CO-7); Pete Sessions (TX-32); Sam
Graves (MO-6); Mark Kennedy (MN-6); Lee Terry
(NE-2); Jim Gerlach (PA-6); Katherine Harris (FL-
13); Jim Marshall (GA-3); John Hostettler (IN-8);
Cathy McMorris (WA-5); and Shelley Moore Capito
(WV-2).

In state elections, 9 of 11 NRA-PVF-endorsed
Gubernatorial candidates and 100% of NRA-PVF-
endorsed Attorneys General prevailed on Election
Day!

NRA-ILA would like to thank all of our members,
volunteers, and supporters--especially our
hundreds of dedicated Election Volunteer
Coordinators--who worked so hard to make this
year©s elections such an overwhelming success.
Without your time, energy, enthusiasm, and
sacrifice, we would not have been able to
accomplish all that we did. We look forward to
continuing to work with you in the future, in
defense of the Second Amendment.

Once again, congratulations on a job well done!

SENATE MINORITY LEADER'S POLITICAL
FUTURE "DASHED"

One of the biggest victories for gun owners in
Tuesday©s elections was the defeat of antigun
Senate Minority Leader Tom Daschle (D-S.D.). It is
virtually unheard of for a high-profile Senate
leader to lose a re-election bid, but thanks to the
efforts of NRA members, gun owners, and hunters
in South Dakota, that©s exactly what happened on
November 2, for the first time in 52 years!

Daschle, as you will recall, was the architect of the
defeat of S. 1805--NRA-backed legislation to end
politically-motivated, reckless lawsuits against the
firearm industry. Through parliamentary chicanery,
Daschle secured enough anti-gun (and unrelated)
amendments to the underlying measure to ensure
it was voted down by an overwhelming majority.
Daschle also led the campaign of obstruction to
preclude many of President Bush®©s judicial
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nominees from ever getting a vote in the full
Senate.

Aping the deceptive political strategy
unsuccessfully utilized by the top of his party©s
ticket, Daschle campaignhed back home in South
Dakota as being pro-gun, trying to distance
himself from his long anti-gun voting record in
Washington. The strategy failed, just as it did for
John Kerry. NRA®©s Political Victory Fund ran ads
and distributed hundreds of thousands of pieces of
literature in South Dakota demonstrating that
Daschle©s phony pregun campaign rhetoric was
not matched by his votes in the Senate. And as
happened to Senator Kerry, voters rightly judged
that actions speak louder than words!

Replacing Senator Daschle is former U.S.
Representative John Thune (R), who amassed a
solid pro-gun voting record while serving in the
U.S. House of Representatives. Senator-elect
Thune proudly campaigned as the true champion
of our gun rights that he is, and will continue to be
in the U.S. Senate.

Thanks to the efforts of South Dakota©s Second
Amendment supporters, Daschle©s strings, that for
too long were pulled by the likes of Senators Ted
Kennedy (D-Mass.) and Hillary Clinton (D-N.Y.),
have now been finally cut!

Pennsylvania Elections a Mixed Bag

Pennsylvania was a mixed bag on November 2",
While President Bush lost the state, for the second
time, other Republicans faired well. How this
translate in terms of protecting our right to
firearms ownership is not clear.

President Bush could not overcome the strong
Democratic vote in the Philadelphia and Allegheny
County. In Philadelphia county he lost by over
400,000 votes. When you look at the vote count
by counties, Bush won 55 of the 67 counties. But
it was the more populist counties of Allegheny and
Philadelphia that turn the election. Bush did not
help his chances in Pennsylvania when he seemed
to indicate his support for a renewal of the semi-
automatic ban, and background checks at gun
shows. He took this position the same day NRA
executive Vice President Wayne LaPierre came to
Pennsylvaniaand announced their endorsement of
the President.

Bush never took the opportunity to expose Kerry
as the anti-gunner his record shows, and Bush did
not take the opportunity to talk about his pro-gun



record as Governor of Texas. That may have hurt
him in Pennsylvaniaand other pro-gun states.

Turning to the race for U.S. Senate, Sen. Arlen
Specter handily won re-election by defeating both
opponents by wide margins. Specter left his
closest rival way behind and won 63 of the 67
counties, with Clymer winning none.

Specter©s reelection was boosted with the help of
NRA®s endrsement, and his votes against the
renewal of the Clinton gun ban, and refusal to
support background checks at gun shows.

Specter is a light weight when it comes to the pro-
gun issue in the United State Senate, but he made
the difficult vote, when the President moved in the
other direction.

When you take a look at the numbers, Bush lost
Bucks county by a small margin, but Specter won
the county by a wide margin. Bush also lost liberal
Delaware county while Specter won by a wide
margin. These comparisions show where this state
is heading. Bush lost these two counties dispite of
the large Republican registration.

It has been clear, since the 2000 elections most
Republicans in the east lean to the left. That is
where the political power has shifted, and is
changing the politics of this state. Years prior we
could count on crossover democratic voter because
of the gun issue. The gun issue does not play well
in the east. What Specter has shown is that, in
order to win in Pennsylvania, candidates will have
to lean further to the left of center.

Statewide we saw the election Bob Corbett to the
office of Attorney General, keeping hopes alive for
reform of our reciprocity statute.

Allyson Schwartz, the anti-gun Pennsylvania State
Senator, kept the 13" congressional seat in the
hands of anti-gun side, while NRA A rated Charles
Dent retain a pro-gun seat in former Pat Toomey©s
district.

In the Congressional races, pro-gun Congressman
won 15 of the nineteen seats.

In the Pennsylvania General Assembly it was
pretty much maintaining the status quo. One
bright spot was NRA endorsed Hempfield Township
Supervisor Bob Rigola defeating anti-gun
Pennsylvania Senator Alan Kukovich. That is a net
gain of one in the Senate. All of NRA©s endorsed
Senate candidates won re-election.
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In the House, NRA endorsed candidate Tom
Scrimenti lost to an unknown candidate, and anti-
gun Milessa Weber lost to an unknown candidate,
so it may be a wash.

NRA endorsed challenger Albert Nelthropp lost to
anti-gun leader T.J. Rooney. NRA endorsed
candidate George Dranginis lost to anti-gun
incumbent Representative Anthony Melio.

In the open seat in the 146 District NRA endorsed
candidate Thomas Quigley won over and unknown
candidate, keeping this pro-gun seat.

Pennsylvanian©s gun ownersare still going to have
a struggle making any gains in the next General
Assembly, with almost 99% of the incumbents
being returned. On a whole, members of the
Pennsylvania General Assembly support gun
owners rights, but shy away from making the
necessary reforms to the Pennsylvania Uniform
Firearms Act.

It is widely understood that all gun legislation
originates in the Pennsylvania Senate. On the plus
side we have seen some gains over the years in
that body with the elections of Jane Orie, John
Pippy and now Bob Regola. On negative side we
still have to deal with the senior Senators who run
this body, and shy away from moving any pro-gun
legislation. The leadership is pro-State Police and
has not shown the will to challenge the State
Police registry, especially with the Supreme Court
deciding his their favor. Any reform of our
reciprocity statute will have to include the state
police.

With anti-gun Senator Allyson Schwartz leaving
the Senate this will remove a major anti-gun
threat. Since she was not up for re-election there
will have to be a special election to fill her seat,
and we will have to wait to know who will win that
election.

Pennsylvania Pro-gun leaders are going to have to
decide to work together, but still maintain their
independence and that is where the ACSL must
take the lead. We are going to have to pick our
fights and push hard for necessary reforms. Then
challenge members of the General Assembly to
make those changes. If we continue to sit back
and wait for members of the General Assembly to
make the changes we will loose in the long run.
We are going to have to play hard nose politics if
we expect to win.
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ACSL Will Ask the General
Assembly to consider Legislation to
clearly define the term registry

Lost summer Florida possed legislation prohibiting
state and local government from registering gun
owners on any form written or electronic.
According to the legislative analysis from the
House of Representatives the bill provided for the
following;

"The bill prohibits any state, regional, or local
governmental entity from keeping, or causing
to be kept, any list, record, or registry of
privately owned firearms or any list, record,
or registry of the owners of such firearms.
The bill applies the same prohibition against
private persons and entities. The bill provides
certain exemptions to the prohibition.

A violation of the prohibition is a third d egree
felony. The bill provides that a governmental
entity, or their designee, may be fined up to
$5 million, if a list, record, or registry is
compiled in violation of the prohibition and a
court finds that the information was compiled
with the knowledge of the management of
the entity. The attorney general may bring a
cause of action to pursue a fine against a
governmental entity. The state



attorney is charged with investigating
complaints of criminal violations of the
prohibition in their respective jurisdictions."”

To counter the Supreme Court ruling the ACSL will
seek out legislators who believe that the state
should not be maintaining a database of handgun
sales that list the names, addresses, social security
number of law abiding gun owners, and ask them
to introduce legislation to overturn this ruling.
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