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PA Su p r em e Cou r t  Giv es  Nar r ow  
Vict o r y t o t h e Ren d el l  

Ad m in ist r a t ion Ov er  Reg ist r y  
 

I t took the Pennsylvania S upreme Court over  19 
months  to render  a 3-2 decis ion in favor  of the 
Pennsylvania S tate Pol ice and Governor  Ed 
Rendell 's  maintenance a computer ized database of 
gun owners .  A database which is  clear ly a regis try 
of fi rearms  owners , and clear ly prohibited by 
S ection 6111.4 of the Pennsylvania Uniform 
Firearms  Act. 
 
T he 3-2 vote saw Jus tices  Ronald Cas ti l le, Ralph 
Cappy and Michael Eakin voting that the database 
was  a regis try of sor t, but not prohibited by 
S ection 6111.4 because is  was  not a complete 
regis try,  because it did not contain al l  fi rearms  
owned by Pennsylvanians .  
 
   T he cour t seized on the fact that the words  
" regis try"  and " ownership"  were not defined in the 
law.  T his  gave them the opportunity to apply their  
own definitions .  F ir s t the cour t defined the word 
" regis try"  as  " an official record or  l is t" . T hey then 
agreed that the common definition of the word 
" ownership"  is  " the sate of fact of being an owner ;  
legal r ight of posses s ion" .  Mos t reasonable 
persons  would agree that these definations  fit the 
S tate Pol ice's  database. But not the three in this  
S upreme Court decis ion.  S urpr is ing to almos t 
everyone, the cour t decided that;  " I n  ex am in in g 
t h e con t en t s  o f  t h e Penn sy lv an ia St at e 
Po l i ce ' s  d at ab ase, a l t h ou g h t h e d at ab ase m ay 
b e a r eg ist r y , i t  i s  n o t  a r eg ist r y o f  f i r ear m 
ow n er sh ip ."  T heir  reasoning;   " Th e d at ab ase 
d oes  n o t  m ain t a in  a r eco r d o f  a l l  f i r ear m s  
ow n ed b y Penn sy lv an ian s" .   S ome examples  
are;  long guns  and guns  purchased between 
spouses , parents  and chi ldren.  F irearms  brought 

into the s tate when people trans fer  after  changing 
j obs . 
 
Jus tices  Rus sel l  Nigro and S andra S chultz  Newman 
had a more resonsable response, Judtice Nigro 
wrote;  " As  t h ou g h t h e d at ab ase at  is su e h er e 
d oes  n o t  in clu d e e v er y p er son in  Penn sy lv an ia 
w h o o w n s  a h an dg un , b ecau se i t  on ly t r ack s  
sales  f r om au t h o r ized Penn sy lv an ia d ealer s, i t  
n ev er t h eles s  v io lat es  sect ion 6 1 1 1 .4  b y 
k ee p in g a p ar t ia l  r eco r d o f  h an dg un 
ow n er sh ip in so f ar  as  i t  r eco r d s  t h ose p er son s  
w h o e i t h er  ow n o r  u sed t o o w n a h an dg un 
t h at  t h ey p u r ch ased f r om a Penn sy lv an ia 
d ealer .  Thu s, a l t h ou g h I  can app r eciat e t h e 
b en ef i t s  o f  m ain t a in in g a d at ab ase con cer n in g 
h an dg un sales  in  t h is  Comm on w eal t h , I  am 
n ev er t h eles s  com p el l ed t o con clu d e t h at  t h e 
Gen er al  As sem b ly h as  ex p l i ci t l y p r oh ib i t ed 
t h e p o l i ce f r om k ee p in g su ch r eco r d s. "  
 
I f j us t one Jus tice j oined Nigor  and Newman we 
would have won.  We were convinced going into 
the S upreme Court that we would have Eakin and 
Newman on our  s ide s ince they cour ted gun 
owners  when they campaigned for  election to the 
cour t.  We new that Jus tice S aylor  refused to s it on 
the case.  We new that Jus tice Baer  would not 
enter  into the decis ions  because he was  not on the 
cour t when the case was  heard. As  a result, with 
only five Jus tices  left to decide the case we held 
hopes  that Nigro would j oin Eakin and Newman.  
We were shocked to learn that Eakin s ided with the 
Maj or ity to rule agains t us , and pleasantly 
surpr ised to learn that Jus tice Nigro disagreed with 
the Maj or ity, and even wrote the dis senting 
opinion.   
 
When Eakin campaigned for  the cour t in 2001 it 
seem clear  that Eakin was  pro- fi rearms  ownership, 
and supported the words  in our  cons titution that 
the Right to Bear  Arms  shall  not be ques tioned.  
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Judging by the length of t im e the court t oo k to 
render  a decision, our  att orney said that t hey were 
st rugg ling to define their  posit ion.  So instead of 
rul ing in our  favor  they sim ply agreed with the 
lower  court©s  decision. 
 
I t is  also clear  that t hey wanted this  rul ing to 
receive as  l itt le news  coverage as  possible, so it 
was  not a surprise that t hey released the rul ing 
during the last few w eeks  of the President ial 
elect ions.  The news  m edia were total ly occ upied 
by the e lect ions, and paid virtual ly no att ent ion to 
the decision. 
 
We only had one recourse avai lable to us  and that 
was  to ask the court t o reconsider  their  decision.  
This  would have required a Just ice who ruled in the 
m ajorit y to agree to reconsider  his  vote.  This  
would have been very cost ly and it was  very 
unl ikely that t he decision would be reconsider.  
 
The problem with this  decision is  that it leaves  
open any att em pt by any state or  local governm ent 
to establish their  own regist ry, provided that it is  
not a com plete regist ry.  We m ust fol low-up this  
decision with cor rect ive legislat ion.  
 

Pennsylvania General Assembly 
Considers Anti-gun L egislation at 

Sess ion©s End. 
 
With the NRA spending thousands  of dol lars  in 
Pennsylvania supp ort ing pro-gun candidates.  With 
Firearm s  Owners  Against Crim e dist r ibut ing 
thousands  of Voter©s  Guide and m ail ing thousand 
of alerts  for  pro-gun candidates. The Republican 
leadership in the Pennsylvania General Assem bly 
responded by at tem pt ing to am end HB 2403, the 
reform of our  Protect ion from Abuse Statute, and 
have it pass  by the end of the session.  This  
supp osedly pro-gun leadership gave Pennsylvania 
Gun Owners  three days  in early Novem ber, to 
consider  m assive am endm ents  to the bi ll.   The 
ACSL did not agree to the m assive am endm ents  
because of the short t im e fram e. 
 
I n add it ion, ant i-gun bi l l  HB 2799, a bi l l  to prohibit 
the car rying of a r ifle on the st ree t of Philadelphia, 
and increasing the cost of a Philadelphia CCW to 
$145.00, was  scheduled for  considerat ion the last 
week of the legislat ive session. 
 
Alerted to the schedule of the bi l l  for  considerat ion 
the ACSL asked our  legislators  to o pp osed the bi l l,  
and it died with the end of the session. 

 
Al l  of this  occ ur red while HB 2046, a bi l l  to delete 
the social security num bers  from CCW licenses, 
and reform the state©s  reciprocity statute, and HB 
1512, the r ight t o hunt were ki l led in comm itt ee in 
the Pennsylvania Senate.  This  is  not t o m ent ion 
the other  pro-gun, pro-hunt ing legislat ion that sat 
in the Judiciary Comm itt ees  of both Houses. 
 
Each year  1/ 3 of the Pennsylvania Senate and al l  
of the 435 m em bers  of the House court 
Pennsylvania gun owners  for  their  vote. Gun 
owners  work hard, som e for  as  long as  12 m onths  
on the cam paigns  of so-cal led pro-gun candidates. 
However, no soo ner  that t he e lect ions  are over, 
they seem to forget we ever  existed. 
 
I t app ears  that som ething else is  influencing the 
leadership of the Pennsylvania General Assem bly, 
and it is  not t he gun vote. 
 
Twenty years  ago Pennsylvania was  the bel l-
weather  state for  pro-gun legislat ion.  I t was  
alm ost im possible to see ant i-gun legislat ion even 
consider  in comm itt ee , let -alone be placed on the 
calendar  for  a vote by the whole House. 
 
Back then if gun owners  wanted reform of our  gun 
laws, m em bers  of the General Assem bly were 
wil l ing to step up to the plate and get it done.  
Today, the m ere m ent ion of m oving reform 
legislat ion is  m et with si lence, while other  states  
m ove ahead in their  reform efforts. 
 
I t is  clear  that we are m arching in place.  Not 
gett ing hit by ant i-gun legislat ion, but not having 
our  reform legislat ion see ing the l ight of day.  
 
We are told that t he General Assem bly can©t bring 
our  legislat ion to the floo r  because the ant i-gun 
m inority wil l  att em pt t o offer  so-cal l  assault 
weapons  bans, or  other  rest r ict ive legislat ion.  
With the volum es  of evidence against t he value of 
such legislat ion avai lable, these so-cal led pro-gun 
supp orters  should be eager  to have them t ry. 
 

Wisconsin Shoo tings renews debate 
over so-called "Assault Weapon s"  
 
The Brady Cam paign seized the opp ortunity of the 
Wisconsin shoo t ing to cal l  for  renewal of the 
Assault Weapons  Ban.  They fired off a 
newsrelaese claim ing,;   
 

"The SKS  r ifle app arent ly used by the hunter  to 
kil l  six  other  hunters  in Wisconsin Sunday wasn©t 
banned under  the Federal assault weapons  ban 
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that expired Septem ber  13, but it should be 
banned for  civil ian use. Designed for  use in war, 
even the gun indust ry adm itt ed yesterday that it©s  
not intended for  hunt ing. 
 
I t m ay, in fact , be the first t im e the off icial 
spokesm an for  the Nat ional Shoo t ing Sports  
Foundat ion has  adm itt ed that any m ilitary-style 
sem iautom at ic assault r ifle is  inapp ropriate for  
hunt ing. Lawrence Keane, senior  vice president of 
the group, went further, and even told the New 
York Tim es  that t he SKS  isn©t a hum ane weapon 
for  hunt ing dee r. "The reason the SKS  is  not used 
by hunters, Mr. Keane said, is  that it is  designed 
for  com bat soldiers  and is  therefore underpowered 
for  kil l ing an anim al l ike a dee r  with a single shot , 
the goal of goo d hunters,"  The Tim es  wrote. "©The 
ethics  of hunt ing are you don©t want t he anim al to 
suffer  needlessly,© Mr. Keane said." " 

 
The Nat ional Shoo t ing Sports  Foundat ions  fired 
back claim ing indicat ing that Mr. Keane©s  
comm ents  are not t he off icial posit ion of the NS SF. 
 

The cr im inal att ack on a group of Wisconsin 
hunters  that left six  dead and two o thers  wounded 
is  being exploited by prohibit ionists  seem ingly 
anxious  to use the incident as  an excuse to l im it 
the freedom s  of responsible Am erican gun 
owners. 
 
NS SF supp orted the recent expirat ion of the so-
called “assault weapon ban” in federal law by 
explaining to legislators, the m edia a nd the public 
that sem i-autom at ic firearm s  resem bling m ilitary-
issue guns  have long been widely used for  target 
shoo t ing and, where app ropriate, for  hunt ing. 
When the amm unit ion a gun shoo ts  is  suited for  
the gam e hunted, m ilitary-style sem i-autom at ics  
are perfect ly legal to hunt with under  the laws  of 
m ost states. Pennsylvania, as  an except ion, does  
not allow hunt ing with sem i-autom at ic r ifles  of 
any sort , but m ost other  states  do. Many also 
provide for hunt ing with handguns  as  well as  with 
shotguns. 
 
The 7.62 X 39mm rifle reportedly involved in this  
incident shoo ts  a thir t y-caliber  bullet t hat 
perform s  ball ist ically sim ilar  to the .30-30 dee r  
hunt ing cart r idge comm only used for  about a 
hundred years  in lever  act ion guns. Am ong high-
power  amm unit ion, both the .30-30 and the 7.62 
X 39 cart r idges  are capable of reliably taking 
dee r-sized gam e at m oderate distances  up to 
100-150 yards. 

 
A widely published art icle by Steve Widem an in the 
Post Crescent , a Wisconsin explained that t he SKS  
is  comm only used in this  part of the count ry. 
 

"The SKS, a m edium -powered carbine usually 
equipp ed with a 10- round m agazine, is  cheap, 

dependable and comm only used for  dee r  hunt ing, 
said Bil l Kordus  of Menasha, a state cert ified 
hunt ing educat ion inst ructor  and form er  president 
of the Twin City Rod and Gun Club.  
 
“ I t ’s  the m ost comm on dee r-hunt ing r ifle out 
there. You can buy them for  $100. There are 
m ill ions  of them ,” Kordus  said Mike Young, 
Outagam ie County DNR warden, said he owns  two 
SKS  r ifles.  
 
 “ I  place responsibil it y ( for  the Sawyer  County 
shoo t ings) on the hunter, not t he gun,” he said.  
Young said it is  comm on for  dee r  rifles  to hold six  
or  seven rounds  and be sem iautom at ic. Vang 
allegedly had a 20- round m agazine Young 
com pared the SKS  to a .30-30 r ifle, which is  l ight 
and has  less  recoil than m ore powerful dee r  rifles.  
 
 “The .30-30 is  a r ifle m ost people give their  kids,” 
he said. 

 

Pennsylvania adds New Hampshire as 
Seventh Reciprocity State. 

 
On Decem ber  2, 2004 Pennsylvania Att orney 
General Jer ry Papp ort add ed New Ham pshire as  
the seventh state to have a reciprocity agreem ent 
with Pennsylvania.  Having this  new add it ion just 
prior  to Att orney General elect Tom Corbett t aking 
off ice next m onth gives  Mr. Corbett a goo d start at 
m atching what Mr. Papp ort has  done. 

 

D.C. Gun Ban Repeal May Be In 
Troub le 

D.C. Gun Ban Repeal in L imbo for Now 

Sunday, November 14, 2004 

By Kelley Beaucar Vlahos 

 

WASHINGTON — Washington, D.C. hom eowners  
shouldn’t expect t o lock and load anyt im e soo n as  
an effort t o repeal a nearly 30-year  ban on 
h an dg un ow n er sh ip  (search) in the dist r ict has  
hit a snag despite Republican gains  in the U.S. 
Senate that m ight draw m ore gun- fr iendly 
lawm akers  to Capitol Hi l l.  

" I t st i l l  has  an im proved chance,"  said Dan 
Whit ing, spokesm an for  Republican Sen. Lar r y 
Cr aig  (search) of I daho, who had co-sponsored 
legislat ion to repeal the gun ban and had hoped to 
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att ach the m easure to the 2005 D.C app ropriat ions  
bi l l.  

But opp onents  of the gun ban say D.C. residents  
are wary of turning back the clock prior  to 1976, 
the year  the ban on al l  handguns  was  put into 
place and the nat ion’s  toughest gun law w as  
enacted. 

"Every day I  am witnessing som eone who’s  been 
shot or  m urdered on these m ean city st ree ts,"  said 
Hannah Hawkins, who runs  Ch i l d o f  Min e 
(search) , a center  that counsels  at - r isk youth in 
the greater  D.C.-m et ro area. " I t ’s  becom e m ore 
dangerous  because of non- rest r ict ive gun laws  in 
other  j urisdict ions, l ike Virginia a nd Maryland,"  j ust 
over  the border. 

Before the e lect ion, the m ove to ease D.C.©s  gun 
law had no st rong supp ort am ong Senate 
m em bers, who hoped to avoid a fight over  gun 
cont rol r ight before voters  went t o the pol ls. 

" I  don’t want t o discount it ,"  said Whit ing, who 
add ed that hope persisted that Sen. Or rin Hatch, 
R-Utah, the author  of the Dist r ict of Colum bia 
Personal Protect ion Act , would pursue the repeal in 
the 109th Congress. Passing it during the brief 
" lam e-duck"  session just before the winter  recess  
app ears  unl ikely. 

" I ’m sure it wi l l  be revived,"  he said. Sen. Hatch’s  
off ice did not return phone cal ls  on the issue. 

Sources  on Capitol Hi l l  say the Nat ional Rifle 
Associat ion was  inst rum ental in pushing the issue 
succ essful ly through the House 250-171 on Sept . 
29. I t had 45 Dem ocrat ic c o-sponsors  and enjoyed 
the final supp ort of 52 Dem ocrats. 

"Really, it was  a total victory,"  said Mart in Green, 
spokesm an for Rep. Mark Souder, R- Ind., one of 
the chief sponsors  of the bi l l.  "Mem bers  of 
Congress  m ade sure that t he r ights  that t he rest of 
the count ry enjoy – the Second Am endm ent – are 
also enjoyed by those in the nat ion’s  capital."  

Chris  W. Cox, chief lobb yist for  the NRA, said the 
firearm -advocacy organizat ion is  both pursuing the 
repeal of the handgun ban legislat ively and is  
assist ing several dist r ict residents  in suing the city 
for  their  gun ownership r ights. 

"At t he core (of the Second Am endm ent ) is  the 
r ight  to defend yourself and your  fam ily from 
crim inal att ack,"  said Cox, who said that " layer  
upon layer"  of gun cont rol laws  in the nat ion©s  
capital over  the last 30-years  have st r ipp ed away 
this  protect ion. He said the congressional fixes  

would also repeal a law that says  hom eowners  can 
only have " long g uns"  l ike r ifles  and shotguns  if 
they are registered and rem ain unloaded and 
disassem bled in the hom e. 

"You bett er  hope you have a shoe or  som ething to 
throw"  because there is  no way a disassem bled 
weapon is  going to al low a hom eowner  to quickly 
confront an int ruder, Cox said. "We are comm itt ed 
to restoring the basic r ight t o self defense."  

Hawkins, on the other  hand, insists  that not only 
should the ban stay in place, but t hey should ban 
bul lets, too . D.C Mayor  Anthony Wil l iam s  joined his  
pol ice chief and the superintendent of schoo ls  in 
test ifying before Congress  in Septem ber  against 
repealing the ban. 

Sharon Gang, spokesm an for  Wil l iam s, said the 
m ayor  bel ieves  it t o be a t ruly bad idea. 

"The last t hing this  city needs  is  m ore weapons  on 
the st ree ts,"  she told FOXNews.com . "The m ayor  
was  very vehem ent about t hat ."  

But gun- rights  advocates  have long argued that 
taking away guns  from law-abiding cit izens  does  
not deter  crim e but actual ly increases  it since 
crim inals  know that t heir  vict im s  won’t be packing 
firearm s  and are easier  prey. 

Crim e stat ist ician John Lott Jr., has  said that D.C’s  
crim e actual ly rose since 1977, after  it had been 
on the decrease for  the five years  preceding the 
first year  of the gun ban. When the City Council  
passed the ban, it no doubt wanted to com bat gun 
crim es. But Lott has  said the ban has  had the 
opp osite e ffect . 

Acc ording to FBI  Uniform Crim e Report stat ist ics, 
the dist r ict had 192 m urders  in 1977, when the 
populat ion was  690,000 people. I n 2000, the 
populat ion had d ecl ined to 572,000, but 
experienced 239 m urders. Acc ording to the m ost 
recent figures, m urders  rose to 264 in 2002 and 
dropp ed a bit t o 248 in 2003. 

Crit ics  point out t hat t he num ber  of m urders  rose 
and fel l  since 1977, flying the face of Lott ’s  theory. 
Murders  actual ly peaked in 1991 at 482. Violent 
crim e l ike rape and arm ed assault had also peaked 
in the early 1990s  and then fel l  along with the 
violent crim e rates  throughout t he count ry. 

But Lott points  out in h is  boo k "More Guns, Less  
Crim e,"  that j urisdict ions  that weaken rest r ict ions  
on gun ownership, or  al low its  cit izens  to app ly for  
conceal-car ry perm its, actual ly see a greater  
decrease in crim e than the nat ional average. 
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Mem bers  of Congress  say this  can happ en in the 
Dist r ict of Colum bia, which has  long been plagued 
by high crim e att r ibuted to st ree t gangs  and the 
drug t rade in the city 's  poo rest neighborhoo ds.  

Mayor  Anthony Wil l iam s  does  not buy the 
argum ent , however. 

"He fee ls  this  is  an al l-out assault on comm on 
sense and d ecency, and on the hom e rule of the 
dist r ict ,"  said Gang. 

Cox insists  that because the dist r ict is  not a state 
and it s  laws  are subject t o congressional oversight , 
residents  cannot expect what "unreasonable"  gun 
laws  to stand. Green said new conservat ive 
senators  could m ake the difference in the next 
Congress  and advocates  of the repeal wil l  keep the 
pressure on. 

"The House has  done its  work,"  said Green. "The 
Senate has  changed a lot in the e lect ion so m aybe 
it could have an effect on this  legislat ion."  

Pro-gun and Anti-gun Group s Claim 
Victory in the November Elections 

 
From the Brady Campaign        

 
Gun Lobb y Losing Clout In Key States 

 
    WASHINGTON, Nov. 9 / PRNewswire/ - -  Last 
week©s  elect ions  m ay have led to victory for  m ore 
conservat ives, but on gun issues, an analysis  of 
the results  shows  a t rend towards  greater  supp ort 
for  sensible gun laws  in som e key batt leground 
states  that have not shown that supp ort in the 
past . 
    The results  show that despite the ext rem ist gun 
lobb y©s  efforts  to m ake a claim of victory, it 
actual ly suffered erosion of supp ort in states  where 
it once comm anded clout .  The Nat ional Rifle 
Associat ion, post 2004, should be viewed as  
becom ing m ore firm ly dependent on h igh-
perform ing Republican states  as  the source of the 
overwhelm ing m ajorit y of it s  st rength. 
    Senator  John Ker ry, pi l lor ied by the gun lobb y 
as  supp osedly the worst t hreat t o gun owners  in 
the nat ion, won Maine, New Ham pshire, 
Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michigan and Pennsylvania, 
six  states  supp osedly am ong the leaders  in NRA 
m em bership.  The gun lobb y also saw total 
reject ion in I l l inois  and close races  in Ohio, I owa, 
Nevada a nd New Mexico, other  places  where the 
ext rem e gun lobb y held m ore sway in the past .  I n 
Colorado©s  Senate race, Ken Salazar  (principal 
supp orter  of the succ essful 2000 state bal lot 

init iat ive closing the gun show loo phole) , defeated 
an opp onent who cal led for  repealing the Brady 
law.  I n New Ham pshire©s  Senate race, incum bent 
Republican Judd Gregg was  re-elected after  vot ing 
to renew the assault weapons  ban, j oining 
President George W. Bush in m oving to the m idd le 
on sensible gun laws. 
    "For  the ext rem e gun lobb y to lose the 
batt leground states  that it lost , I  have to bel ieve 
that t heir  post -elect ion spin is  about as  wobb ly as  
it can get ,"  said Sarah Brady, Chair  of the Brady 
Cam paign to Prevent Gun Violence 
and the Mil l ion Mom March.  "This  is  a show of 
cont inued m arginal izing for  the gun lobb y, not a 
show of force."  
    "The NRA has  their  prefer red candidate in the 
White House for  another  four  years, but only after  
the President abandoned the NRA©s rhetoric and 
sought t o 
associate him self with sensible gun laws  l ike 
renewing the assault weapons  ban and closing the 
gun show loo phole,"  said Brady President Michael 
Barnes. 
"Even in places l ike Colorado and New Ham pshire, 
voters  weren©t m oved by the ext rem e gun lobb y©s  
m essage, and convincingly elected senators  who 
supp orted sensible gun laws.  These e lect ions  
weren©t a t ie on the gun issue - -  
supp orters  of gun safety saw growth in supp ort in 
states  where the issue has  been tougher  in the 
past ."  
    The num bers  paint a far  different picture than 
the gun lobb y is  att em pt ing to port ray. NRA-
backed candidates  were e lected in only half of the 
34 U.S. Senate races  in 2004. The group did not 
endorse in 13 Senate races  either  because both 
candidates  were for  sensible gun laws  or  because 
their  candidate was  sure to lose. 
    I n seven of these states, an NRA "A"  rated 
candidate ran against a candidate with an NRA 
rat ing of "F"  or  "D"  and lost .  Further, only one 
U.S. Senator  (Senator  Daschle) who supp orted the 
renewal of the federal assault  
weapons  ban last March lost a seat , while the other  
13 Senators  up for  re-elect ion who voted to renew 
the federal assault weapons  ban won handily. 
    Candidate John Thune©s  victory over  Senator  
Daschle cam e after  a cam paign focused on 
Daschle©s  posit ion as  m inority leader  rather  than 
the gun issue. No o ther  incum bent Senator  lost . 
    The NRA©s supp osed high winn ing percentage in 
the House was  based on a st rategy of endorsing 
incum bents  over  challengers.  Where it backed 
challengers  over  incum bents, the group lost t hree 
out of four  races.  Thus, their  percentage is  largely 
m ythical - -  endorsing in easy races  to increase 
their  winn ing percentage. The NRA claim s  to have 
won a large m ajorit y of House races  where they 
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endorsed.  What t hey didn©t point out were 66 
other  House races  where they gave a candidate an 
"A"  or  "B"  rat ing and d id not endorse them despite 
their  opp onent receiving an NRA "F"  or  "D."  
    The Bush cam paign m oved to the left on the 
gun issue during the cam paign. I n the third 
debate, President Bush said he supp orted not only 
the assault weapons  ban, but closing the gun show 
loo phole as  well.  I t could not have 
been a m essage the gun lobb y was  very pleased 
with - -  the NRA did not endorse any other  Federal 
candidate who too k those pol icy posit ions. 
    The analysis  shows  that " if there©s  soul 
searching to do o n the gun issue, it©s  inside the 
ext rem e gun lobb y, not am ong supp orters  of 
sensible gun laws,"  Mrs. Brady said.  "That©s  why 
President Bush stayed clear  of the gun lobb y©s  
rhetoric - -  and why the conservat ives  in Congress  
had bett er  think twice before t rying to rol l  back 
sensible gun laws."  
    There is  l itt le sign the ext rem e gun lobb y is  
reading the results  the way it should.  The 
conservat ive Gun Owners  of Am erica has  already 
published it s  legislat ive wish l ist , including such 
priorit ies  as  repealing the Brady law, 
l ift ing the ban on m achine guns, and d oing away 
with rest r ict ions  on guns  within a thousand fee t of 
a schoo l. 
    That©s  not what Am ericans  voted for.  And in 
t im e, the gun lobb y wil l  discover  that . 

 
Neal Knox Report 

 Praise Be!  
 Ker ry Defeated  
 
  By Neal Knox 
  
 WASHINGTON, D.C. (Nov. 10)  I t was  
wonderful to see John Ker ry go down, along with 
the judges  he would nom inate, the Att orney 
General and other  agency heads  he would choo se 
to harass  law-abiding firearm s  owners, and the 
people he would select t o represent t he U.S. at 
next summ er's  United Nat ions  conference on 
internat ional firearm s  cont rols. 
 
 We m ade gains  in the House and for  the 
first t im e in years  won a pro-gun m ajorit y in the 
Senate with a net gain of four  seats  - -  replacing 
ret ir ing ant i-gunners  in Florida, Louisiana, North 
Carol ina, and South Carol ina with pro-gunners, 
and d efeat ing Dem ocrat Leader  Tom  
Daschle of South Dakota. 
 
 Republicans  and pro-gunners  now * own*  
both state houses  in Georgia for  the first t im e 
since the Civi l  War, and too k houses  in Tennessee , 

Oklahom a a nd Indiana.   Dem ocrats  won both 
houses  in Colorado and one in Montana, North 
Carol ina, Oregon, Verm ont and 
Washington 
 
 My sat isfact ion with the re-elect ion of 
President George W. Bush was  dam ped by his  
gam e-playing over  the Clinton gun ban, saying he 
would sign an extension of the law if it cam e to his  
desk ± while m aking sure it didn't .  
 
 Though Sen. Ker ry staged two canned 
hunts  and att ended a claybird shoo t with the press  
in tow, m ade ludicrous  claim s  about his  hunt ing 
ski l ls, acc epted a shotgun from the union workers  
who m ade the 
gun, and said he wouldn't  ªt inkerº with the Second 
Am endm ent ± despite his  dozens  of Senate votes  
to do just t hat - -  Mr. Bush said nothing about gun 
laws  except rest r ict ions  he supp orted. 
 
 Pres. Bush didn't chal lenge Ker ry's  perfect 
ant i-gun record, or  m ent ion having and using m ore 
guns  than Ker ry, signing the Texas  concealed car ry 
law, or  supp ort ing the bi l l  to protect t he gun 
indust ry from fr ivolous  lawsuits  - -  which Ker ry 
helped ki l l  last March. 
 
 Had the President not run to the left of 
left ist Ker ry on guns, had he said half as  m uch 
about defending the Second Am endm ent , guns  and 
hunt ing as  Ker ry did, Bush would have picked up 
far  m ore votes  - -  perhaps  the needed 1-2 percent 
needed to win nar rowly lost  
gunowner-abundant states  l ike Michigan, 
Minnesota, New Ham pshire, Pennsylvania a nd 
Wisconsin, winn ing an electoral landsl ide. 
 
 Karl Rove, ªthe architect º of Mr. Bush's  
cam paign, is  the protégé of m y one- t im e fr iend, 
the late Lee Atwater, who infam ously said while 
direct ing Papa Bush's  1992 re -elect ion cam paign, 
ªWhere e lse do gun  owners  have to go?º  Spur red 
by two m ajor  ant i-gun act ions  by George H.W. 
Bush, gun owners  m ade up m uch of the 19 percent 
who went with Ross  Perot and elected Bil l  Cl inton. 
Rove didn't get t hat m essage.  
 
 However, the Rove and Ken Mehlm an 
Republican grass roo ts  cam paign, and NRA's  
Federal cam paign, were outstanding ± with few 
except ions. 
 
 The March votes  for  the ªassault weaponº 
extension and Sen. John McCain's  (R -Ariz.) bi l l  
requir ing background checks  on private t ransfers  
at gun shows  and elsewhere showed we needed 
three m ore votes. Pro-gunners  won a net four. 
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 I t was  a del ight t o see the defeat of 
Daschle, who played a m ajor  role in torpedoing the 
firearm s  indust ry l iabi l it y protect ion bi l l  he ªco -
sponsoredº earl ier  this  year. And we got proven 
pro-gunner  John Thune in the bargain. 
 
 Also part icularly significant were the Senate 
wins  of Rep. Jim DeMint (R-S.C.) and Tom Coburn 
(R-Okla.) , proven pro-gunners  who are known as  
m avericks  l ikely to upset t he col legial atm osphere 
in the Senate. 
 
 Republicans  were expected to lose votes  in 
the House, despite a ger rym andered redist r ict ing 
of Texas  - -  engineered by Majorit y Leader  Tom 
DeLay to reverse a 1990 pro-Dem ocrat 
ger rym ander  engineered by ant i-gun 
Rep. Mart in Frost (a fact never  m ent ioned by the 
press) .  Frost was  defeated, as  were three usually 
pro-gun Dem ocrats. 
 
 Only ant i-gun Rep. Chet Edwards  survived, 
winn ing his  new dist r ict by a greater  m argin than 
he did in 2002 against an underfunded pro-gun 
challenger  who received no supp ort from the party 
or  Pres. Bush, whose ranch is  in Edwards' dist r ict .  
 
 Overal l,  Republicans  did well  in the House, 
increasing their  m argin by two, to 231.  Gun 
owners  did even bett er, m oving up to 235. Two 
seats  m ust st i l l  be decided in Louisiana runoffs, but 
al l  four  candidates  are ªAº - rated by NRA. 
 
 Much of gun owners' gain was  due to the 
replacem ent of three ret ir ing ant i-gun Republicans  
with pro-gun Republicans. 
 
 The Senate gains, should al low m uch 
reform legislat ion, som e of it already in the works. 
 Neither  we nor  Republicans  have the 60 votes  to 
stop a Senate fi l ibuster, but with the defeat of 
obst ruct ionist  
Daschle fresh in Dem ocrats' m inds, fi l ibusters  are 
less  l ikely ± even in the soo n- to-com e fight over  
term inal ly i l l  Suprem e Court Chief Just ice Bi l l  
Rehnquist 's  replac em ent . 

 

NRA- I LA Dai l y Upd at es  
Aler t s 

 
From the NRA-ILA: 

CONGRATULATI ONS  ON A JOB  W EL L  DONE!  

On Elect ion Day, you m ade the difference across  
Am erica by "Vot ing Freedom First ! "   

The Nat ional Rifle Associat ion Polit ical Victory Fund 
(NRA-PVF) earned a 95%  success  rate of endorsed 
congressional candidates  winn ing their  races!  The 
Associat ion also won two m ajor  batt les  over  ant i-
hunt ing init iat ives, as  voters  in Alaska a nd Maine 
rejected bal lot issues  bann ing bear  hunt ing 
m ethods. 

Of the 251 candidates  endorsed by NRA for  the 
U.S. House of Representat ives, 241 candidates  
won! And 14 of the 18 NRA-PVF-endorsed U.S. 
Senate candidates  won their  races!  For  candidates  
and issues  for  which an NRA- ILA Grassroo ts  
Elect ion Workshop was  conducted, we enjoyed an 
81%  succ ess rate!  

"This  elect ion was  crucial for  the Second 
Am endm ent ,"  said NRA Execut ive Vice President 
Wayne LaPier re. "The NRA stands  for  freedom ;  our  
m em bers  are defenders  of f reedom , and we are 
proud to see that gun owners  across  the count ry 
cam e out and voted for  freedom . 

" I  real ly hope that nat ional Dem ocrat ic leaders  
stop taking this  party off the cl iff and loo k at t he 
heart land and the wreckage this  issue has  caused. 
They have to start putt ing up candidates  who 
supp ort gun r ights  and have a vot ing record to 
m atch their  photo-ops,"  add ed LaPier re. 

The e lect ion outcom e cont inues  a st rong winn ing 
st reak for  NRA-PVF-endorsed candidates. I n 2000, 
NRA had an 85%  succ ess  rate, fol lowed by an 89%  
succ ess  rate in 2002. NRA©s im pressive num bers  
i l lust rate the st rength of gun owners  as  a vot ing 
bloc each elect ion cycle. 

"We©ve seen a real pol it ical sea change in this  
count ry since Al Gore©s  defeat in 2000,"  add ed 
NRA- ILA Execut ive Director  Chris  W. Cox. "A 
num ber  of ant i-gun candidates  att em pted to hide 
their  gun-cont rol agendas  to get elected. 
Fortunately, savv y gun owners  saw through 
m isleading cam paign tact ics  and voted for  t rue 
pro-gun candidates  on Novem ber  2,"  concluded 
Cox. 

Top p ro-gun Senate winners  are:  John Thune 
(S.D.) ;  Mel Mart inez (Fla.) ;  Jim DeMint (S.C.) ;  
Johnn y I sakson (Ga.) ;  Richard Bur r  (N.C.) ;  David 
Vitt er  (La.) ;  Tom Coburn (Okla.) ;  Lisa Murkowski 
(Alaska) ;  Jim Bunn ing (Ky.) and Arlen Specter  
(Pa.) . 

Newly-elected pro-gun freshm an in the House of 
Representat ives  include:  John Salazar  (CO-3) ;  
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Conn ie Mack (FL-14) ;  Tom Price (GA-8) ;  Mike 
Sodrel ( IN-9) ;  Geoff Davis  (KY-4) ;  Jeff Fortenber ry 
(NE-1) ;  Virginia Foxx (NC-5) ;  Pat r ick McHenry 
(NC-10) ;  Dan Boren (OK-2) ;  Mike Fitzpat r ick (PA-
8) ;  Charl ie Dent (PA-15) ;  Bob Ingl is  (SC-4) ;  Louie 
Gohm ert (TX-1) ;  Ted Poe (TX-2) ;  Mike McCaul 
(TX-10) ;  Mike Conaway (TX-11) ;  Kenny Marchant 
(TX-24) ;  Henry Cuellar  (TX-28) ;  Thelm a Drake 
(VA-2) ;  and Cathy McMorris  (WA-5) . 

Pro-gun incum bent Representat ives  re-elected 
include:  Rick Renzi (AZ-1) ;  John Porter  (NV-3) ;  
Bob Beauprez (CO-7) ;  Pete Sessions  (TX-32) ;  Sam 
Graves  (MO-6) ;  Mark Kennedy (MN-6) ;  Lee Ter ry 
(NE-2) ;  Jim Gerlach (PA-6) ;  Katherine Har ris  (FL-
13) ;  Jim Marshall  (GA-3) ;  John Hostett ler  ( IN-8) ;  
Cathy McMorris  (WA-5) ;  and Shelley Moo re Capito 
(WV-2) .  

I n state e lect ions, 9 of 11 NRA-PVF-endorsed 
Gubernatorial candidates  and 100%  of NRA-PVF-
endorsed Att orneys  General prevai led on Elect ion 
Day!  

NRA- ILA would l ike to thank al l  of our  m em bers, 
voluntee rs, and supp orters- -especial ly our  
hundreds  of dedicated Elect ion Voluntee r  
Coo rdinators- -who worked so hard to m ake this  
year©s  elect ions  such an overwhelm ing succ ess. 
Without your  t im e, energy, enthusiasm , and 
sacrifice, we would not have been able to 
acc om plish al l  that we did. We loo k forward to 
cont inuing to work with you in the future, in 
defense of the Second Am endm ent . 

Once again, congratulat ions  on a job well  done!  

S E NAT E  MI NOR I T Y L E ADE R 'S  P OL I T I CAL  
F U T U R E  " DAS H E D"  

One of the bigg est victories  for  gun owners  in 
Tuesday©s  elect ions  was  the defeat of ant i-gun 
Senate Minority Leader  Tom Daschle (D-S.D.) . I t is  
virtual ly unheard of for  a high-profi le Senate 
leader  to lose a re-elect ion bid, but t hanks  to the 
efforts  of NRA m em bers, gun owners, and hunters  
in South Dakota, that©s  exact ly what happ ened on 
Novem ber  2, for  the first t im e in 52 years!  

Daschle, as  you wil l  recal l, was  the architect of the 
defeat of S. 1805- -NRA-backed legislat ion to end 
pol it ical ly-m ot ivated, reckless  lawsuits  against t he 
firearm indust ry. Through parl iam entary chicanery, 
Daschle secured enough ant i-gun (and unrelated) 
am endm ents  to the underlying m easure to ensure 
it was  voted d own by an overwhelm ing m ajorit y. 
Daschle also led the cam paign of obst ruct ion to 
preclude m any of President Bush©s  judicial 

nom inees  from ever  gett ing a vote in the ful l  
Senate. 

Aping the decept ive pol it ical st rategy 
unsucc essful ly ut i l ized by the top of his  party©s  
t icket , Daschle cam paigned back hom e in South 
Dakota a s  being pro-gun, t rying to distance 
him self f rom his  long ant i-gun vot ing record in 
Washington. The st rategy fai led, j ust as  it did for  
John Ker ry. NRA©s Polit ical Victory Fund ran ads  
and d ist r ibuted hundreds  of thousands  of pieces  of 
l iterature in South Dakota dem onst rat ing that 
Daschle©s  phony pro-gun cam paign rhetoric was  
not m atched by his  votes  in the Senate. And as  
happ ened to Senator  Ker ry, voters  r ight ly j udged 
that act ions  speak louder  than words!  

Replacing Senator  Daschle is  form er  U.S. 
Representat ive John Thune (R) , who am assed a 
sol id pro-gun vot ing record while serving in the 
U.S. House of Representat ives. Senator-elect 
Thune proudly cam paigned as  the t rue cham pion 
of our  gun r ights  that he is, and wil l  cont inue to be 
in the U.S. Senate. 

Thanks  to the e fforts  of South Dakota©s  Second 
Am endm ent supp orters, Daschle©s  st r ings, that for  
too long were pul led by the l ikes  of Senators  Ted 
Kennedy (D-Mass.) and Hil lary Clinton (D-N.Y.) , 
have now been final ly cut !  

 Pennsylvania Elections a Mixed Bag 
 
Pennsylvania was  a m ixed bag on Novem ber  2nd.   
While President Bush lost t he state, for  the second 
t im e, other  Republicans  faired well.  How this  
t ranslate in term s  of protect ing our  right t o 
firearm s  ownership is  not clear. 
 
President Bush could not overcom e the st rong 
Dem ocrat ic vote in the Philadelphia a nd Allegheny 
County.  I n Philadelphia county he lost by over  
400,000 votes.  When you loo k at t he vote count 
by count ies, Bush won 55 of the 67 count ies.  But 
it was  the m ore populist count ies  of Al legheny and 
Philadelphia that t urn the e lect ion.  Bush did not 
help his  chances  in Pennsylvania when he seem ed 
to indicate his supp ort for  a renewal of the sem i-
autom at ic ban, and background checks  at gun 
shows. He too k this  posit ion the sam e day NRA 
execut ive Vice President Wayne LaPier re cam e to 
Pennsylvania a nd announced their  endorsem ent of 
the President . 
 
Bush never  too k the opp ortunity to expose Ker ry 
as  the ant i-gunner  his  record shows, and Bush did 
not t ake the opp ortunity to talk about his  pro-gun 
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record as  Governor  of Texas.  That m ay have hurt 
him in Pennsylvania a nd other  pro-gun states. 
 
Turning to the race for  U.S. Senate, Sen. Arlen 
Specter  handily won re-elect ion by defeat ing both 
opp onents  by wide m argins.  Specter  left his  
closest r ival way behind and won 63 of the 67 
count ies, with Clym er  winn ing none. 
 
Specter©s  re-elect ion was  boo sted with the help of 
NRA©s endorsem ent , and his  votes  against t he 
renewal of the Clinton gun ban, and refusal to 
supp ort background checks  at gun shows. 
 
Specter  is  a l ight weight when it com es  to the pro-
gun issue in the United State Senate, but he m ade 
the diff icult vote, when the President m oved in the 
other  direct ion. 
 
When you take a loo k at t he num bers, Bush lost 
Bucks  county by a sm all  m argin, but Specter  won 
the county by a wide m argin. Bush also lost l iberal 
Delaware county while Specter  won by a wide 
m argin.  These com parisions  show w here this  state 
is  heading. Bush lost t hese two count ies  dispite of 
the large Republican regist rat ion. 
 
I t has  been clear, since the 2000 elect ions  m ost 
Republicans  in the east lean to the left . That is  
where the pol it ical power  has  shifted, and is 
changing the pol it ics  of this  state.  Years  prior  we 
could count on crossover  dem ocrat ic voter  because 
of the gun issue.  The gun issue does  not play well  
in the east .  What Specter  has  shown is  that , in 
order  to win in Pennsylvania, candidates  wil l  have 
to lean further  to the left of center. 
 
Statewide we saw the e lect ion Bob Corbett t o the 
off ice of Att orney General, keeping hopes  al ive for  
reform of our  reciprocity statute. 
 
Al lyson Schwartz, the ant i-gun Pennsylvania State 
Senator, kept t he 13 th congressional seat in the 
hands  of ant i-gun side, while NRA A rated Charles  
Dent retain a pro-gun seat in form er  Pat Too m ey©s  
dist r ict . 
 
I n the Congressional races, pro-gun Congressm an 
won 15 of the nineteen seats. 
 
I n the Pennsylvania General Assem bly it was  
prett y m uch m aintaining the status  quo.  One 
bright spot was  NRA endorsed Hem pfield Township 
Supervisor  Bob Rigola defeat ing ant i-gun 
Pennsylvania Senator  Alan Kukovich.  That is  a net 
gain of one in the Senate.  Al l  of NRA©s endorsed 
Senate candidates  won re-elect ion. 
 

I n the House, NRA endorsed candidate Tom 
Scrim ent i lost t o an unknown candidate, and ant i-
gun Milessa Weber  lost t o an unknown candidate, 
so it m ay be a wash. 
 
NRA endorsed challenger  Albert Nelthropp lost t o 
ant i-gun leader  T.J. Roo ney.  NRA endorsed 
candidate George Dranginis  lost t o ant i-gun 
incum bent Representat ive Anthony Melio. 
 
I n the open seat in the 146 Dist r ict NRA endorsed 
candidate Thom as  Quigley won over  and unknown 
candidate, keeping this  pro-gun seat . 
 
Pennsylvanian©s  gun owners  are st i l l  going to have 
a st rugg le m aking any gains  in the next General 
Assem bly, with alm ost 99%  of the incum bents  
being returned.  On a whole, m em bers  of the 
Pennsylvania General Assem bly supp ort gun 
owners  r ights, but shy away from m aking the 
necessary reform s  to the Pennsylvania Uniform 
Firearm s  Act . 
 
I t is  widely understoo d that al l  gun legislat ion 
originates  in the Pennsylvania Senate.  On the plus  
side we have seen som e gains  over  the years  in 
that body with the e lect ions  of Jane Orie, John 
Pipp y and now Bob Regola.  On negat ive side we 
st i l l  have to deal with the senior  Senators  who run 
this  body, and shy away from m oving any pro-gun 
legislat ion.  The leadership is  pro-State Police and 
has  not shown the wil l  to challenge the State 
Police regist ry, especial ly with the Suprem e Court 
deciding his  their  favor.  Any reform of our  
reciprocity statute wil l  have to include the state 
pol ice. 
 
With ant i-gun Senator  Al lyson Schwartz leaving 
the Senate this  wil l  rem ove a m ajor  ant i-gun 
threat .  Since she was  not up for  re-elect ion there 
wil l  have to be a special elect ion to fi l l  her  seat , 
and we wil l  have to wait t o know w ho wil l  win that 
elect ion. 
 
Pennsylvania Pro-gun leaders  are going to have to 
decide to work together, but st i l l  m aintain their  
independence and that is  where the ACSL m ust 
take the lead.  We are going to have to pick our  
fights  and push hard for  necessary reform s. Then 
challenge m em bers  of the General Assem bly to 
m ake those changes.  I f we cont inue to sit back 
and wait for  m em bers  of the General Assem bly to 
m ake the changes  we wil l  loo se in the long run.  
We are going to have to play hard nose pol it ics  if 
we expect t o win. 
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ACSL Will Ask the General 
Assembly to consider Legislation to 

clearly define the term registry 
 

Las t summer  Flor ida passed legis lation prohibiting 
s tate and local government from regis ter ing gun 
owners  on any form wr itten or  electronic. 
According to the legis lative analys is  from the 
House of Representatives  the bi l l  provided for  the 
fol lowing;   

"The bil l prohibits  any state, regional, or  local 
governm ental ent it y from keeping, or  causing 
to be kept , any list , record, or  regist ry of 
privately owned firearm s  or  any list , record, 
or  regist ry of the owners  of such firearm s. 
The bil l app lies  the sam e prohibit ion against 
private persons  and ent it ies. The bil l provides  
certain exem pt ions  to the prohibit ion. 
 
A violat ion of the prohibit ion is  a third d egree 
felony. The bil l provides  that a governm ental 
ent it y, or  their  designee , m ay be fined up to 
$5 m ill ion, if a l ist , record, or  regist ry is  
com piled in violat ion of the prohibit ion and a 
court finds  that t he inform at ion was  com piled 
with the knowledge of the m anagem ent of 
the ent it y. The att orney general m ay bring a 
cause of act ion to pursue a fine against a 
governm ental ent it y. The state 
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att orney is  charged with invest igat ing 
com plaints  of crim inal violat ions  of the 
prohibit ion in their  respect ive jurisdict ions."  

 
To counter  the Suprem e Court rul ing the ACSL wil l  
seek out legislators  who bel ieve that t he state 
should not be m aintaining a database of handgun 
sales  that l ist t he nam es, add resses, social security 
num ber  of law abiding g un owners, and ask them 
to int roduce legislat ion to o verturn this  rul ing. 
 
 


