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ACSL Lawsuit against the PSP
Registry of Firearm Ownership.

Attorney General Mike Fisher told reporters that when
he is elected Governor the PSP registry of firearm
owners would be destroyed.  The following is the
transcript of that press conference.

Attorney General Mike Fisher, Press
Conference

Medical malpractice, September 19, 2002
Aired on PCN-TV, September 20th and

September 21st – 2002
 4XHVWLRQ��DV�\RX�NQRZ��*HQHUDO��WKH�6WDWH�3ROLFH
KDV�D�GDWDEDVH�ZKLFK�WKH\
YH�EHHQ�PDLQWDLQLQJ�IRU
PDQ\�\HDUV��6SRUWVPHQ�DQG�6HFRQG�$PHQGPHQW
VXSSRUWHUV�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKH�GDWDEDVH��DOWKRXJK�LW
RQO\�LQFOXGHV�KDQGJXQV��LV�FRPSOHWHO\�LOOHJDO
EHFDXVH�WKH�8QLIRUP�)LUHDUPV�$FW�VD\V�WKH�VWDWH
VKDOO�PDLQWDLQ�LV�EDQQHG�DJDLQVW�PDLQWDLQLQJ��,�WKLQN
WKH�ODZ�VD\V�DQ\�UHJLVWUDWLRQ��$V�JRYHUQRU�ZRXOG�\RX
OHW�WKH�GDWDEDVH�VWDQG"�
Fisher : “The answer to that question is no. I would comply with
the law…. let me expand on that…. in answer to your question the
real answer to the question, to let me expand on it a second is that
if that litigation is continues to be pending when I am elected
governor, take office, I'll direct the general counsel to discontinue
that litigation.” 

Question: what, if anything, would you do as Governor because
the sportsmen and the Second Amendment people want the
Database dismantled? 

Fisher : “That is correct and that is the step that we would take as
governor.”  

7KLV�H[FKDQJH�RFFXUUHG�QHDU�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH
SUHVV�FRQIHUHQFH�RQ�PHGLFDO�PDOSUDFWLFH�DQG

WRUW�UHIRUP��7KH�TXHVWLRQ�ZDV�DVNHG�E\�D
UHSRUWHU�QDPH�XQNQRZQ�

ACSL Legislative Committee
Chairman and Vice Chairman

named to Leading Activists List.

ACSL Legislative Committee Chairman Mike Slavonic
was name to a list of leading Pennsylvania Political
Activists by PoliticPA Pennsylvania’s leading political
reporting service.

According to the report, which is located at:
http://politicspa.com/features/political_activists.htm

 “Political Operatives and Hired Guns aren’t the only ones who
play a major inside role in a campaign or movement. The
PoliticsPA list of Pennsylvania’s Best Political Activists includes
the people who aren’t part of the traditional Democratic and
Republican campaign structures, but rather those whose interests
are the causes they represent through academia, unions, special
interest organizations, etc..  So you won’t find lobbyists on this
list.  No Party leaders.  No major donors (with one exception). “

Also named to the list was Mr. Kim Stolfer, chairman of
Firearms Owners Against Crime, and Vice Chairman of the
ACSL’s Legislative Committee.

Reciprocity Reform On the Move in
Pennsylvania.

The ACSL has been working with the Attorney
General’s office, Senator Bob Robbins office, the NRA
and the PA Sheriffs Association to draft a Senate Bill
similar to HB 2386 to reform our reciprocity statute. 
That process has been completed and all parties have
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sign off on the language.  A bill has been introduced
and the process is still on going.
.

PA Supreme Court refuses to hear
George Venesky Appeal

The Pennsylvania Supreme Court, in a one-page
decision issued Thursday, upheld a Commonwealth
Court decision that ruled former Governor Tom Ridge
was within his authority when he fired Venesky from
his position as a Game Commissioner nearly two
years ago.

Ridge terminated Venesky, of Mountain Top, on Dec.
13, 2000, offering no explanation. Venesky had been
named to the PGC by Ridge in 1998, an appointment
that was confirmed by the Senate. Venesky was
replaced by John J. Riley, of Monroe County, last
September.

Venesky said Thursday's decision was disappointing,
but not surprising.

"This completes the political takeover of the
Pennsylvania Game Commission," Venesky said of
the commission's current situation. "It is no longer an
independent agency, free from politics, and the
sportsmen and women will pay the price.

Venesky claims he was ousted because of
disagreements with long-time Ridge ally Vern Ross,
executive director of the PGC; Fritz Bittenbender,
Ridge's deputy chief of staff, and Gary Alt, Deer
Management Section supervisor.

Allegheny County DA to re-
investigate Goods for Guns Buy-

Back in Allegheny County

Late last month it was reported that the ACSL received a
call the District Attorney Stephen Zappala office requesting
that we re-file our complaint with their office because they
seem to have lost the original complaint somewhere in their
offices.  We have re-submitted the complaint and we are
still awaiting a response after two months.

Clearfield County Rally for Mike
Fisher for Governor

On Saturday September 14, 2002 FOAC participate in a
rally for Mike Fisher for Governor in Clearfield, Pa,
Clearfield County.  The rally is sponsored by Bob’s Army
and Navy Store and Grices Outdoor store and a number of
small businesses in the area.  It was estimated that about
600 people attend the rally.

Speakers at the Rally with be Sheriff Richard Mack,
Professor John Lott, Mike Fisher, Marie Heil, Second
Amendment Sisters, Kim Stolfer FOAC, Tom Baldridge
NRA and Roy Pitman of Pennsylvania Gun Owners.  Mike
Slavonic will be the Master of Ceremonies

Keep watching FOAC’s web site www.foac-pac.org for
further information on this year’s elections.

NRA-ILA FAX Alert
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ARMED PILOTS & RECKLESS LAWSUIT
PREEMPTION REMAIN TOP PRIORITIES

Congress may operate beyond its targeted
adjournment date of October 4, but there remains little
time for action on two of NRA’s key legislative goals—
the establishment of an effective armed pilots program
and a prohibition on reckless lawsuits designed to
bankrupt law-abiding gun manufacturers.

The U.S. Senate took action last week on arming
pilots when it passed by an overwhelming margin U.S.
Senator Bob Smith’s (R-N.H.) armed pilots
amendment to H.R. 5005—the legislation that would
create a Homeland Security Department. H.R. 5005
still has yet to come to a final vote in the Senate.
Please continue to contact your U.S. Senators and
urge them to keep the Smith amendment intact, and to
do everything possible to ensure any armed pilots
program passed includes every pilot interested in
participating in the program.

Reckless lawsuit preemption legislation, which would
block politically-motivated lawsuits that attempt to hold
law-abiding gun makers liable for the criminal misuse
of their products, still needs to move through both
chambers of Congress. The House version, H.R.
2037, has 228 co-sponsors, but full committee markup
that was tentatively-slated for this week in the House
Energy and Commerce Committee did not take
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place. The Senate version, S.�2268, now has 40 co-
sponsors. The number of co-sponsors for each bill
shows solid support, but time is rapidly running out for
lawmakers to pass these critical reforms. Please call
both your U.S. Senators and your U.S. Representative
and urge them to promote the passage of reckless
lawsuit preemption legislation.

To contact your U.S. Representative, call (202) 225-
3121, and to reach your U.S. Senators, call (202) 224-
3121. Just ask to speak with your particular lawmaker.
You can also use our "Write Your Representatives"
tool.

Vol. 9, No. 38, 9/20/02

NRA FILES CIVIL RIGHTS SUIT

On Tuesday, the National Rifle Association filed a
civil rights lawsuit on behalf of 12-year-old Virginia
NRA member Alan Newsom. The lawsuit charges the
principal and vice-principal of the Jack Jouett Middle
School and the Albemarle County (Va.) School
Board Superintendent and Board members with
violating Newsom’s First Amendment rights when they
banned him from wearing an NRA Youth Sports
Shooting Camp shirt, bearing NRA’s logo, to school
last year.

Newsom was forced to remove his T-shirt by the vice-
principal and told to turn it inside out. She considered
the shirt’s illustrations of individuals involved in
shooting sports to violate school policy, even though at
the time there was no rule that prohibited such
clothing.

When NRA notified school authorities that their action
violated the student’s civil rights, the school
subsequently added a provision for the 2002-2003
school year barring any clothing associated with
"weapons" and "violence."

"The facts are clear. Alan Newsom was singled-out by
the vice-principal because he was wearing an NRA T-
shirt," said NRA’s Executive Vice-President Wayne
LaPierre. "The T-shirt clearly depicts individuals
involved in shooting sports. The images are in no way
inappropriate or violent. This is a blatant infringement
of young Alan’s constitutional rights. I was
dumbfounded when I learned of the facts of this case
after Alan’s parents contacted us, and didn’t hesitate
to take up this challenge. I am�proud to say that NRA
stands proudly with this brave young man," LaPierre
said.

The lawsuit, which seeks $100,000 in damages and
$50,000 in punitive damages plus legal costs, was
filed in the U.S. Federal District Court for Western
District of Virginia, Charlottesville Division. Among
the 12 counts included in the federal suit are free
speech and due process violations under federal and
state constitutions.

"NRA wholeheartedly supports the reasonable
prohibition of images on clothing depicting violence in
a school setting. However, to preclude a student from
wearing an article of clothing because it may run
counter to the viewpoints or political beliefs of some
school officials is deplorable," LaPierre added.

In Tinker v. Des Moines School District, the U.S.
Supreme Court held "[i]n order for the State in

the person of the school officials to justify prohibition
of a particular expressed opinion, it must be able to
show that its actions were caused by something more
than a mere desire to avoid the discomfort and
unpleasantness that always accompany an unpopular
viewpoint."

NRA’s lawsuit also challenges the ambiguity of the
new school rule which will not only affect all NRA
logos, but also the Great Seal of the United States,
the United States Army logo, and the seal of the
Commonwealth of Virginia—all with images of
"weapons" that would fall within the prohibitions of the
school’s new policy.

"This is clearly a case of political-correctness running
unchecked," LaPierre added. "Alan is a good student
who has no disciplinary problems in school. He
developed an affinity for shooting sports and his father
enrolled him in a NRA Youth Safety Camp to learn
basic firearm safety. Alan aspires to represent his
country in the Olympics someday. The school
authorities harassed and breached Alan’s First
Amendment rights merely for his interest in the NRA
and shooting sports."

The lawsuit noted that, ironically, Jack Jouett Middle
School is named for an American Revolutionary War
hero who is known for his famous ride on June 3,
1781, in which despite the potential for personal peril,
he rode through the night to warn Thomas Jefferson,
Patrick Henry, and others that British troops were on
their way to arrest patriots for signing the Declaration
of Independence. In appreciation for this act of
bravery, the Virginia Legislature awarded Captain Jack
Jouett a sword and a pair of pistols.
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For more information on this case, and other cases
that NRA-ILA is pursuing, please call (800) 392-8683.

ARMED PILOTS & RECKLESS LAWSUIT
PREEMPTION REMAIN TOP PRIORITIES

Congress may operate beyond its targeted
adjournment date of October 4, but there remains little
time for action on two of NRA's key legislative goals—
the establishment of an effective armed pilots program
and a prohibition on reckless lawsuits designed to
bankrupt law-abiding gun manufacturers.

The U.S. Senate has already passed U.S. Senator
Bob Smith’s (R-N.H.) armed pilots amendment to
H.R. 5005—the legislation that would create a
Homeland Security Department—by an
overwhelming margin. H.R. 5005 still has yet to come
up for a final vote in the Senate. Please continue to
contact your U.S. Senators and urge them to keep the
Smith amendment intact, and to do everything
possible to ensure any armed pilots program passed
includes every pilot interested in participating in the
program.

Reckless lawsuit preemption legislation, which would
block politically-motivated lawsuits that attempt to hold
lawful gun makers liable for the criminal misuse of
their products, still needs to move through both
chambers of Congress. The House version, H.R.
2037, has 230 co-sponsors, but full committee markup
that was tentatively slated in the House Energy and
Commerce Committee has yet to take place. The
Senate version, S. 2268, now has 41 co-sponsors.
The number of co-sponsors for each bill shows solid
support, but time is rapidly running out for lawmakers
to pass these critical reforms. Please call both your
U.S. Senators and your U.S. Representative and urge
them to promote the passage of reckless lawsuit
preemption legislation.

To contact your U.S. Representative, call (202) 225-
3121, and to reach your U.S. Senators, call (202) 224-
3121. Just ask to speak with your particular lawmaker.
Or you can also use our "Write Your Representatives"
tool�

Vol. 9, No. 39 9/27/02

RECKLESS LAWSUIT PREEMPTION
TAKES CRITICAL STEP FORWARD

On Wednesday, the House Energy and Commerce
Committee reported favorably (passed) H.R. 2037—

legislation to block politically-motivated lawsuits that
attempt to hold law-abiding gun makers liable for the
criminal misuse of their lawful products. The debate
over this legislation was very heated at times, as anti-
gun lawmakers sought to gut the legislation with
unrelated or unnecessary amendments. In the end,
the bill was reported favorably on a bipartisan 30 - 16
vote.

U.S. Representative Henry Waxman (D-Calif.), one
of the more active gun-ban advocates in Congress,
shamelessly raised the specter of terrorism in order to
further his personal anti-gun agenda, but his
amendment was voted down on a bipartisan 37 - 15
vote. During debate over Waxman's amendment, it
was pointed out that existing law already provides for
severe penalties should anyone be found knowingly to
supply terrorists with arms. And the legislation itself,
supporters stated, excludes entities from lawsuit
protection under the bill's negligent entrustment
provision. Even after pro-gun Representatives John
Dingell (D-Mich.), Chris John (D-La.), Cliff Stearns
(R-Fla.), and Heather Wilson (R-N.M.) pointed out the
Waxman amendment was unnecessary, Waxman and
Representative Tom Barrett (D-Wisc.) tried to argue
for its passage, claiming it wouldn't hurt. The anti-gun
community clearly is not interested in passing laws
that work, it is simply interested in passing firearm-
related laws, even if they are ineffective, superfluous,
or unnecessary.

Representative Eliot Engel (D-N.Y.) offered an
amendment that would have stricken the entire bill,
and replaced it with a trigger-lock sale mandate. His
effort, though, was ruled out of order, as it had nothing
to do with the subject matter of H.R. 2037.

Representative Diana DeGette (D-Colo.), another
shrill anti-gun voice in Congress, offered her own
amendment that would have allowed the gun-ban
organizations with which she often works to continue
with their campaign of trying to drive law-abiding gun
makers into bankruptcy under the financially crushing
burden of frivolous litigation. Her amendment failed on
a voice vote, but she may try to bring it up again at a
later date.

The progress of H.R. 2037 is promising, and our
thanks go out to all those lawmakers who have�given
their support to this reform effort. Energy and
Commerce Committee Chair W.J. "Billy" Tauzin (R-
La.) certainly deserves thanks, as do those
Representatives who have been outspoken advocates
of this bill. The House bill's co-sponsor list—now at
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231— continues to grow, as does the Senate’s
version— S. 2268— which now has 42. Time, however,
continues to be a factor for the passage of these
critical reforms, as Congress will certainly operate
beyond its targeted adjournment date of October 4,
but for how long is not clear. Please call both your
U.S. Senators and your U.S. Representative and urge
them to promote the passage of reckless lawsuit
preemption legislation.

To contact your U.S. Representative, call (202) 225-
3121, and to reach your U.S. Senators, call (202) 224-
3121. Just ask to speak with your particular lawmaker.
Or you can also use our "Write Your Representatives"
tool.

ARMING PILOTS REMAINS HIGH PRIORITY

Establishing an effective armed pilots program
remains a top priority for NRA during this
Congress. The U.S. Senate has already passed
U.S. Senator Bob Smith’s (R-N.H.) armed pilots
amendment to H.R. 5005— legislation to would
create a Homeland Security Department— by an
overwhelming margin. H.R. 5005 still has yet to
come up for a final vote in the Senate. Please
continue to contact your U.S. Senators and urge
them to keep the Smith amendment intact, or
support similar language that will ensure passage
of an armed pilots program that includes every
pilot interested in participating in the program.

VPC APPLAUDS ERADICATION
OF LAW-ABIDING SMALL BUSINESSES

The Violence Policy Center (VPC)— an obscure but
exceptionally radical organization that openly
advocates banning firearms— recently released a
"study" praising the fact that many small-scale gun
dealers have been driven out of business by excessive
fees and burdensome regulations promulgated by the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms (BATF)
under the guidance of the Clinton-Gore
Administration. But while VPC may celebrate honest,
law-abiding citizens being denied the ability to take
part in a lawful business, the organization must be
frustrated knowing that driving small-scale gun dealers
out of business has had virtually no effect on legal gun
sales. The total number of firearms owned by law-
abiding citizens remains at an all-time high, and
continues to steadily increase. And contrary to the
gun-ban communities mantra that "more guns means

more crime," the nation’s violent crime rate has
decreased to a 23-year low.

Vol. 9, No. 40 10/4/02
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of Lawful Commerce in Arms Act," by an 18 - 7
vote. This legislation seeks to block politically-
motivated lawsuits that attempt to hold law-abiding gun
makers liable for the criminal misuse of their lawful
products. Committee Chair F. James
Sensenbrenner, Jr. (R-Wisc.), and U.S.
Representative (and NRA Director) Bob Barr (R-Ga.)
deserve a great deal of thanks for helping move this
legislation through committee. "Firearms
manufacturers and lawful gun retailers have been
facing the threat of extinction at the hands of
overzealous trial lawyers, mayors, and gun control
groups capitalizing on the anti-gun lobby’s well-funded
public relations campaign," Barr said today. "To hold
an industry responsible for the actions of an individual
who criminally misuses a legal product has no place in
American legal jurisprudence, and I will continue to
stand on the side of lawful gun owners, manufacturers,
and retailers."

Opposition to H.R. 2037 came solely from Democrats,
although U.S. Representative Rick Boucher (D-Va.)
did support the measure. Oddly, Representative Zoe
Lofgren (D-Cali.), who has a considerable anti-gun
record, used part of her time speaking out against the
bill to voice her general opposition to trigger locks.
Representative Barney Frank (D-Mass.), on the
other hand, voted against the legislation, but stated he
felt these predatory lawsuits had no merit.

Anti-gun extremists outside Congress have launched
an all-out assault on reckless lawsuit preemption. The
gun-ban lobby formerly known as HCI, along with the
Alliance for Justice, have sent e-mail alerts urging
opposition to H.R. 2037. California’s anti-gun
Governor, Gray Davis (D), proved he’s not satisfied
with imposing his extremist agenda on Californians by
sending a letter to key Congressmen urging them to
oppose reckless lawsuit preemption. This comes one
week after Davis signed legislation repealing
California’s own reckless lawsuit preemption law. And
the American Bar Association (ABA) also sent a
letter opposing H.R. 2037. The ABA letter came as no
surprise, as the organization has long supported
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attacks on our Right to Keep and Bear Arms.
Furthermore, the ABA passed a resolution last year
opposing laws that prohibit frivolous lawsuits against
law-abiding gun makers. Clearly, the financial
incentive to allow such predatory suits to continue
could not be ignored by the ABA. While the courts
continue to reject these reckless lawsuits, certain
greedy trial lawyers who wish to line their pockets with
proceeds from promoting the suits continue to get paid
for their services. If you wish to contact the ABA to
object to its position, especially if you are one of the
countless principled trial attorneys who does not share
the ABA’s anti-gun agenda, you can find contact
information on the Internet at
www.abanet.org/email.html. For those not on the
Internet, you can reach the ABA�DW�
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The progress of H.R. 2037 continues to be promising.
The House bill’s co-sponsor list remains at 231, and
the Senate’s version— S. 2268— still stands at 42.
Time, however, continues to be a factor for the
passage of these critical reforms. Please call both your
U.S. Senators and your U.S. Representative and urge
them to promote the passage of reckless lawsuit
preemption legislation.

To contact your U.S. Representative, call (202) 225-
3121, and to reach your U.S. Senators, call (202) 224-
3121. Just ask to speak with your particular lawmaker.
Or you can also use our "Write Your Representatives"
tool.
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Establishing an effective armed pilots program
remains a top priority for NRA during this Congress.
The U.S. Senate has already passed U.S. Senator
Bob Smith’s (R-N.H.) armed pilots amendment to
H.R. 5005— legislation to would create a Homeland
Security Department— by an overwhelming margin.
H.R. 5005 still has yet to come up for a final vote in the
Senate. Please continue to contact your U.S. Senators
and urge them to keep the Smith amendment intact, or
support similar language that will ensure passage of
an armed pilots program that includes every pilot
interested in participating in the program�
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U.S. Senator Bob Torricelli (D-N.J.), whose
nickname "the Torch" signified his often inflammatory
rhetoric, dropped his bid for reelection this week after
it became clear he might not win. Torricelli, whose
anti-gun record is rivaled by few, was plagued by his
relationship with a 1996 campaign supporter who is
now serving 18 months in jail for making illegal
campaign contributions. Torricelli was investigated by
federal prosecutors because of the relationship, and,
while no charges were filed, the Senator was "severely
admonished" by the Senate Ethics Committee for
behavior that "evidenced poor judgment, displayed a
lack of due regard for Senate rules and resulted in a
violation" of chamber rules.

On Wednesday, the New Jersey state Supreme
Court ruled that state election laws could be ignored in
order to accommodate the Democratic Party adding a
new name to the ballot. That name, former U.S.
Senator Frank Lautenberg, is one of the few that
could be considered more threatening to law-abiding
gun owners than Torricelli’s. However, the Republican
Senatorial Campaign Committee and Republican
U.S. Senate nominee Douglas Forrester— who had
been leading Torricelli in virtually every opinion poll by
a comfortable and growing margin— have asked the
U.S. Supreme Court to uphold the New Jersey
election law that states replacement candidates cannot
be placed on the ballot less than 51 days before an
election. Torricelli’s decision to withdraw came 36 days
before the November 5 election date.


