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ACSL Lawsuit against
Pennsylvania State Police

We are still awdaiting aresponse from the PA
Supreme Court on rendering a dedsion in our cose.

Center for Dieseas Control
Reports finds No Evidence that
Firearms Laws are Effective in

Preventing Violence

A report released on October 3, 2003 by the Center
for Diseose Control finds that there is no evidence
that gun control laws have been effective in
Preventing violence with firearms.

According to an arfide in the Washington Times on
the report “The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention released a study last week that states
there is no evidence to prove gun-control lows are
effective in preventing violence.”

The artide further reported that; In the exhaustive
brief, the CDC andlyzed sdentific evidence regarding
"bans on spedfied firearms and ammunition,
restrictions on firearm ocquisition (induding waiting
periods), firearm registration and licensing,
concealed-carry laws, child-access-prevention laws,
zero-tolerance laws for firearms in schools and
combinations of firearms laws." The verdict? "The
Task Force found insuffident evidence to determine
the effectiveness of any of the firearms laws or
combinations of laws reviewed on violent outcomes."
The task force dlso conduded that "firearms-related
injuries in the United States have dedined since
1993" despite the fact that "opproximately 4.5
million new firearms are sold each year."

Tennessee to recognize
Pennsylvania License to Carry.

Two days after spedking to Attorney Generd Mike
Fisher explaining that Tennessee had relaxed their
requirements to allow out of state residents to carry
in that state, his office announced an agreement.
That ogreement is that Tennessee will recognize a
Pennsylvania permit, but no redprodty aogreement
hos been reached.

The Attorney Generadl is currently waiting for
Delaware to define the necessary procedure to
process redprodty agreements. As soon os
Delaware is set up an agreement may be reached for
redprodty with that state,

Rep. Tom Stevenson from Mt.
Lebanon to I ntroduce Bill to
Amend Election Law.

In awelcome move, State Representative Tom
Stevenson is scheduled to infroduce a bill, written in
oollaboration with the ACSL, to amend the
Pennsylvania Election Code and require the
Secaetary of the Commonwealth to furnish lists of All
Nominated Caondidates to the Public. The bill cdlls
for the Seaetary to provide the public with access to
the list of all condidates appearing on the bdllot in
the primary or the general election no later than
thirty (30) days following the last day to file
nomination petitions during the primary election and
within thirty (30) days following the primary
elecftions. The access to the list of candidates shall
be mode avdiladble via the internet or upon request
of the Department of State.

Currently the bill has 10 co-sponsors and will be
infroduced next week. The names of the current co-



sponsors are os follows; B Bostian, T Corrigan, G
Denlinger, R Grucela, B O'Neill, j Palone, D Reichley,
L Sather, S. Saylor, M Scavello, CThomas, M Turzai,
L Waoshington, R Youngblood.

Preventable Medical
Complications Kill 32,000 People
ayear.

In areport published in the Journal of the American
Medical Assodiation Researchers from the U.S.
government’s Agency for Hedlthcare Research
andlyzed data on 18 complications sometimes
caused by medical errors. They found that such
complications contribute to 2.4 million extra days in
the hospitd each year.

Also they reported that Postoperative infections,
surgical wounds accdentdlly opening ond other
often-preventable complications lead to more than
32,000 U.S. hospital deaths and more than $9 billion
in extra cost annudally.

This study follows a 1999 Institute of Medidne report
that said medica mistakes kill anywhere from
44,000 to 98,000 hospitdized Americans ayear.

In comparison accdentd firearm death are less than
800 per year.

State Senator Jane Orie to
Introduced Reciprocity Reform in
PA Senate

State Senator Jane Orie’s office has informed the
ACSL that Sen. Crie will be infrodudng longuoge
drafted by the ACSL to reform Pennsylvania’s
redprodty statute.

This bill will be identical to the bill intfroduced in the
House by State Representative Daryl Metcalfe.

With the introduction of Sen. Orie’s bill dl pro-gun
legislation in Pennsylvania will be in control of
Southwester Pennsylvonia legislators with a diverse
list of co-sponsors.
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MISSOURI OVERRIDES GOVERNOR™S VETO OF
RIGHT TO CARRY BILL!

On September 11, the Missouri Senate joined the
House in voting to override Governor Bob Holden™ s
veto of HB 349, making the "Show Me State" the
nation™ s 36th state to pass a fair, non-disaretionary
Right to Carry (RTC) law. The veto of HB 349 was
overridden in the House by avote of 115 10 39. The
vote in the Senate was 23 to 10. This marks only the
seventh time in Missouri history that legislators have
successfully overturned a governor™s veto. Missouri
joins Colorado, New Mexico, and Minnesota as the
fourth state this year to pass a "shdll issue" RTC law.

"The Nationd Rifle Assodation would like to thank
representatives and senators who voted for the
override. They recognize the right of law-abiding
Missourians to carry a firearm for protection," said
NRA-ILA Executive Director Chris W. Cox. "According
toresearch, firearms are used more than 2 million
times each year in self-defense, and studies have
shown that states that have Right to Carry lows
experience significaontly less cime. Governor
Holden™ s indifference on the issue of self-defense
and the right of Missourians to profect themselves
and their loved ones outside of the home waos
careless. The big winners today are the law-abiding
dtizens who will reop the benefit of this Right to
Carry law," added Cox. "The streets of Missouri just
became safer for everyone, except aiminals.”

There was overwhelming bipartison support in the
Missouri legislature for a Right to Carry law. On
behdlf of law-abiding gun owners throughout
Missouri, NRA would like to recognize the support
ond hard work of Rep. Larry Crawford (R-117), Rep.
Frank Barnitz (D-150), Sen. Harold Caskey (D-31),
and Sen. Peter Kinder (R-27). As always, the
grassroots effort and palitical activism by tens of
thousands of NRA members across the state played
a pivotal role in this process.

And Missourians can celebrate an additional victory
this week os both the Senate oand House voted
overwhelmingly to override Gov. Holden™ s veto of
Reckless Lawsuit Preemption (SB 13).

NRA-ILA congratulates you on these victories aond
thanks you for ajob well done.

HIGH COURT HEARS McCAIN-FEINGOLD CASE

On September 8, the Supreme Court convened a
rare spedd session to hear debate over the
constitutionality of the Bipartison Caompaign Reform
Act (BCRA), dso known as McCain-Feingold.



Returning one month early from their summer recess
for the first time in nearly 30 years, the high court
broke protocol and heard four hours of oradl
arguments in this critically important First
Amendment cose. Your NRA-ILA hos led the fight
since day one.

Of greatest concern to NRA is the law™ s prohibition
on running broodoost ads (termed "electioneering
communications") that mention candidates for
federal office during the aritical 30-day period before
aprimary election and 60-day period before a
generdl election. This First Amendment "blackout"
period is a direct attack on free speech. During ordl
arguments, the point waos forcefully maode that this
low "infrudes deeply into the palitical life of the
nation." The law restricts local political parties, and
in turn, national parties, and hurts grossroots
political efforts. In fact, NRA was cited by name
during these ora arguments on dozens of ocoosions,
and dominated the debate.

Though the court appeared largely divided over the
case, Justice Antonin Scalia seemed quite skeptical
of the measure, predicting that "There will be abuses
under this law."

Aruling is expected to come sometime this Fall. Rest
assured that NRA-1LA will keep you apprised of any
relevant developments or dedsions in future issues
of the Grassroots Alert.

VOTE ON RECKLESS LAWSUIT BILL NEARING

As we” ve repeatedly noted in the Grassroots Alert,
one of NRA-ILA™ s top legislative priorities in
Congress continues to be the possoge of a federd
low to block reckless, predatory lawsuits against the
firearm industry. The passage of S. 659 is aitically
important. We hope to have a vote on this crudal
legislation in the coming weeks, and we cannot
over-emphasize the need for you to remain actively
engaged in ensuring its passage. |1 is imperative
that you continue to contact your U.S. Senators in
support of S. 659 and urge them to do everything in
their power to end these meritless lawsuits and
ensure that this essentid legislation is approved. Let
your Senators know that it is cudal they cosponsor
and support S. 659. Also, please urge them to
support the will of the magjority by working to defeat
the filibuster that anti-gun Senators have threatened
to launch in alost-ditch attempt to defeat S. 659.

Also, please continue to communicate with your U.S.
Representative ond your Senators, and urge them to
oppose current legislation seeking to reauthorize and
expond the 1994 Cintfon gun bon-H.R. 2038, S.
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14371, ond S. 1034. Please remember that for all of
the above-mentioned action items, you can find
contact information for your elected officals by using
the "Write Your Representatives"' tool at
www.NRAILA.org, or you con call your U.S. Senators
at (202) 224-3121 and your U.S. Representative at
(202) 225-3121.

JOHN LOTT TOUR

In coming weeks, acdaimed scholar John R. Loft, Jr.,
will be speacking and promoting his new book "THE
BIAS AGAINST GUNS: Why Almost Everything

You™ ve Heard About Gun Control I's Wrong." This
hard-hitting, fact-bosed book is a must-read for gun
owners. Come listen to John Lott oand have him
autograph your copy of his book. You can see Mr.
Lott at the following locations and times: Tuesday,
September 16, 5:00 to0 6:00 p.m., Seattle University
Laow School, contact: Alexander Thomaoson
thomosa? @sedttleu.edu; Wednesday, September
17, 12:30 to 1:30 p.m., University of |daho,
Moscow, |daho, contact: stevenp@ uidoho.edu;
Wednesday, September 17, 6:30 t0 8:00 p.m.,
Gonzaoga University Law School, 721 N. Cindnnati
St., Spokane, Washington, contact: Crago,
Christopher at Carago@ [aws chool. gonzaga. edu;
Thursday, September 18, 11:30 am. to 12:45 p.m.,
University of Montana law S chool, Missoulq,
Montana, contact: Cory Swanson at
swanriver@usa.net; Monday, September 22, 12:00
noon to 1: 15 p.m., Ohio State University Law
School, Columbus, Ohio, contact: Albert J. Sauline
11 asauline@ columbus.rr.com; Monday, September
22, TBD (evening), Ohio University, Athen, Ohio,
contact: Curt Winzenreid cw282101@ ohio.edu.
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NRA BOARD OF DIRECTORS RECOGNIZES ILA
AW ARD WINNERS

On Saturday, September 13, three of NRA-ILA™ s
Election Volunteer Coordinators (EVC) were
recognized for their activities in 2002 and received
NRA-ILA" s highest volunteer awards. Each of these
worthy redpients received their award from NRA
President Kayne Robinson and NRA-ILA Executive
Director Chris Cox.

2002 NRA-ILA Jay M. Littlefield
Volunteer of the Year:
Denny W atkins & Dave Conw ay

Denny Watkins of Middletown, Ohio, is a tireless
defender of our Second Amendment freedoms on dll
fronts. Not only is Denny a Life Member of both the
NRA and the NRA-dffiliated Ohio State Rifle & Pistaol
Assoddation, heis dlso an active member of many




local pro-gun orgonizations, induding the Miami
Vdlley Friends of NRA Committee (where he hos
served os Chairman & Co-Chairman), Middletown
Sportsmen™ s Club, Inc, Fort St. dair Gun Cub,
Inc., AK Trap Club (where he has served os
President), Butler County Sportsmen Rifle & Pistol
Club, and Mercer County Sportsmen™ s Alliance, to
name a few. Within these orgaonizations, Denny is an
educator, activist, volunteer, leoder, and role model
for dl gun owners and shooters.

In 2001, Denny volunteered to become the EVC for
Ohio™ s 8th congressional district. During the critical
2002 election cyde, Denny was involved in many
grassroots activities, induding attending fown-hall
meetings, writing numerous letters-to-the-editor to
local and nationd newspapers, distributing yord
signs, working on Get Out The Vote efforts for pro-
gun condidates, assisting with compaign events aond
ralies, maonning pro-gun tables and booths af county
fairs ond various other events, and meeting with
lowmaokers aond candidates on aregular basis.
Thanks to his hard compaign work, major pro-gun
victories last year induded Jim Petro™ s election as
the Ohio Attorney Generdl, the re-election of U.S.
Representative John Boehner, and the re-election of
State Representative Shawn Webster, who has said
that Denny is an "ardent supporter” whom he
consults with regularly on Second Amendment-
related issues.

Denny Watkins was nominated by numerous ditizens
across Ohio who support the Second Amendment.
They indude an officer of the Ohio Department of
Natural Resources, a pro-gun Ohio State
Representative, a public school prindpad, and
numerous gun dub offidals.

Having to cover 116 square miles is a monumental
task for one volunteer to organize NRA members and
gun owners in South Dokota. The vast distances of
wide open prdirie alone are intimidating. Yet, one
member has stepped forward to take on the task -
South Dokota Election Volunteer Coordinator, David
Conway. COrigindly a native of Boston, Dave left the
Bay State in search of open space and a state
government that frusts its law-aobiding dtizens.

Dave started with the NRA state dffiliate, the South
Dokota Shooting Sports Assodation, and quickly
rose to become its Legislative Affairs Director. "Just
being a member of a pro-gun organization isn™ 1
enough anymore." Conway says. "You have to give
something back." Few give more than Dave hos. He
haos worked with |LA lobbyists through the years to
improve on South Dakota™ s existing gun laws. His
ability to foster dose relationships with public
offidals haos garnered countless positive changes for
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South Daokotans. David has offen noted that he took
on this role for his daughter™ s future. He is one of
those very determined individuals who pulls more
than his fair share when it comes to defending our
common firearm freedoms.

2002 NRA-ILA
Volunteer Organization of the Year:
Firearms Coalition of Colorado

Formed 14 years ago to fight the City of Denver™ s
attempts to ban numerous semi-auto firearms, the
Firearms Codlition of Colorado (FCC) exemplifies just
what it means to be a "volunteer organization.”
During the last 14 years, working side-by-side with
NRA-ILA, FCC hos steadfastly continued its efforts to
thwart countless attacks by anti-gun politidans at
the local aond state levels. These are the ladies and
gentlemen that you commonly find working at 3:00
a.m. if that is what it tokes to get the job done.

True to form, during Colorado™ s pivotal 2002
legislative session, members of FCC once again
stepped forward to offer their resources and
expertise. FCC members provided critical, expert
testimony and extensive grassroots support in
advandng Right to Carry legislation, statewide
preemption, and numerous other pro-gun initiatives.

Thanks largely to FCC' s dedication and
perseverance, dl low-abiding Coloradans have the
opportunity to defend themselves and their families
outside of their homes. Additiondlly, in possing
statewide preemption, the dty of Denver caon no
longer drcumvent state law to enact its own
draconion firearms regulations.

On the election front, the FCC proved just os
determined aond successful. Utilizing on effident aond
vost network, the FCC worked to elect pro-gun
condidates, ond played an integradl role in the defeat
of key gun-bonning politicdans throughout the statfe.

Colorado™ s lawabiding firearm owners owe a great
debt to the FCC, and NRA-ILA is proud to have them
as on aoffiliated organization as we work together to
achieve our common godls. Steve Schreiner and Len
Horner were on hond to receive the award.

It was with great honor that the NRA-1LA bestowed
the 2002 NRA-ILA Jay M. Littlefield Volunteer of the
Year to Denny Watkins & Dave Conway, true
defenders of our firearm freedoms. Equally deserving
in their receipt of the 2002 NRA-ILA Volunteer
Organization of the Year wos the Firearms Codlition
of Colorado. Each received a framed copy of the Bill
or Rights that induded a letter signed by NRA
President Kayne Robinson, NRA Executive Vice
President Wayne LaPierre, and NRA-ILA™ s Executive



Director Chris Cox. On behdlf of the enfire NRA-ILA
staff and the nation™ s 65 million lawabiding gun
owners, we extend our deepest thanks and sincere
gratitude for the work of the 2002 aoward winners!
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BIPARTISAN SUPPORT FOR S. 659 CONTINUES
TO GROW

On September 25, Senate Minority Leoder Tom
Daschle (D-S.D.) joined 54 of his colleagues os a co-
sponsor of S. 659, the "Protection of Lawful
Commerce in Arms Act." This critically important
legislation seeks to protect America™ s firearms
manufacturers and deadlers from malicous lawsuits
aimed at bankrupting a low-abiding American
industry. In April, the U.S. House of Representatives
passed its version of the legislation by an
overwhelming bipartison margin of 285 to 140.
Senator Doschle™ s dedsion to support this measure
as A cosponsor sends yet another dear messoge that
support for this common sense legislation transcends
party lines. We hope that fellow Senators will follow
the lead of the U.S. House of Representatives and
vote to protect one of America’ s oldest industries
from these predatory lowsuits.

We hope to have a vote on this legislation in the
coming weeks, and, thus, it is imperative that you
continue to contact your U.S. Senators in support of
S. 659 and urge them to do everything in their
power to end these meritless lawsuits oand ensure
that this essenftial legislation is approved. Let your
Senators know that it is crudadl they cosponsor and
support S. 659.

In addition, please continue to urge your U.S.
Representative and your Senators 1o oppose current
legislation seeking to reauthorize and expand the
1994 Clinton gun baon - H.R. 2038, S. 1431, and S.
1034. For dll of the above-mentioned action items,
you can find contact information for your elected
offidadls by using the "Write Your Representatives”
tool af www.NRAILA.org, or you can call your U.S.
Senators at (202) 224-3121 and your U.S.
Representative at (202) 225-3121.

HOUSE VERSION OF D.C.”s PERSONAL
PROTECTION ACT INTRODUCED

On September 25, Representatives Mark Souder (R-
Ind.) and Mike Ross (D-Ark.) infroduced H.R.3193 -
the House version of the District of Columbia
Personal Protection Act. Demonstrating broad
bipartisan support, H.R. 3193 was cosponsored by
22 Democrats and 40 Republicans. A companion to
Sendate bill S. 1414, infroduced by Senator Orrin
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Hatch (R-Utah) on July 15, this legislation seeks to
restore the constitutiondlly-guaoranteed S econd
Amendment rights of the residents of the District of
Columbia. The need for this legislation is obvious.
While effectively bonning handgun ownership for
over a quarter-century, Woshington, D.C.,
consistently has one of the highest homicide rates in
the nation. "D.C.” s politidans have stripped law
abiding residents of their ability to defend
themselves ond their families," said NRA-ILA
Executive Director Chris Cox. "Passage of the
?District of Columbia Personal Protection Act™  will
remedy this senseless and dangerous injustice."

ENHANCING SPORTSMEN™S ACCESS TO
FEDERAL LANDS

NRA™ s Executive Vice President Wayne LaPierre met
this week with heads of three federd land
maonagement agendes aond 16 sportsmen”™ s groups
to sign the "Sportsmen™ s Access to Federal Public
Lands" Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). The
agreement pledges cooperation in improving
hunters™ access to federdly managed public londs.
LaPierre noted that, "Improving access to federally
managed public lond for hunting purposes is vitdl to
the survival of this cherished pastime. We are
plecsed that the federal agendes in control of public
land recognize the positive contfributions of hunters
to wildlife manogement." The MOU is the first of its
kind. In the ogreement, the Forest Service, Fish &
Wildlife Service, and Bureau of Land Management
agree to assist in the identification and improvement
of areos where hunting access on public londs is
inadequate. It is expected that the Park Service, and
several additional agendes with huntable land, will
likely sign on at alater date. NRA-ILA will keep you
apprised of any relevant developments in future
issues of the Grossroots Alerf.

INTERNET FILTER SOFTWARE BLOCKS PRO-
GUN SITES

The Internet is a great asset that provides us with
once unimaginable amounts of information. But, of
oourse, not dll information is deemed appropriate,
and many parents depend on Internet filter software
to block sites they feel are inappropriate for their
children. One such software program is Infernet
Security from Symantec Corp.

NRA members have discovered that ofter installing
this software on their computers they con no longer
visit NRA sites such os www.NRAILA.org.

A Symantec corporate officdal contacted by | LA stoff
explained that if certain brood categories are
selected to filter, it will block sites such os ours. He



said that end users con change the default seftings
so that spedific desired sites are not blocked.
Interestingly, however, gun prohibitionist sites such
as those for the Brady Center are not blocked in the
default setting. Information on anti-gun sites is left
virtudlly unfiltered.

Symantec provides no explanation for this disparity,
and, intentiondlly or not, the compaony is foking an
anti-gun position in the debate over firearm
ownership. Gun owners should be aware of how this
software works and may wish to avoid using
programs such os Internet Security that freat pro-

S econd Amendment sites the same as pornogrophic
sites.

HUNTERS, GUN OWNERS TAKE NOTICE OF
MINNESOTA "WARNING'

Retdiling giont Wal-Mart has promised not 1o sell
guns oand ammunition at its new St. Paul, Minn.,
store, making that location the only one of more
than 35 Wdl-Marts in the state to have such a policy.

According to the Pioneer-Press, local community
leaders praised Wal-Mart™ s dedsion. "The concern
wos that this is an urban area and it™ s not
appropriate for guns to be sold, particularly hunting

rifles," said Travis Snider, president of the Snelling
Hamline Commmunity Coundil.

WATER FOR WILDLIFE

In recent years NRA has weighed into battles to save
water developments from being dosed by federal
lond manaogers who believe that, when federal land
is designated os wilderness or national monuments
or park preserves, these man-made structures are
not dlowed. And even if certain water developments
are dlowed to remain, motorized access for
operation and maintenance has been blocked. Water
developments are aitical to the survival in the arid
western regions of this country for many spedes of
wildlife, induding popular big gome animals like
bighorn sheep ond mule deer. Efforts of the Park
Service, the Fish & Wildlife Service, and the Bureau
of Land Management to return certain londs to a
pristine state have come at a great cost to wildlife
that eventuadlly perish from alack of water sources.
Nineteen hunting oand conservation organizations
joined the NRA in signing a letter sent to the
Seaetary of Inferior requesting a departmental
policy supporting water developments. The NRA
strongly believes that the stewardship of federd
public lands should not be separate from, and take
precedence over, the wildlife that live on that land,
and will pursue this issue to sucoessful resolution.
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(Correction: Lost week, we incorrectly stated that,
when organizing NRA members and gun owners in
South Dakota, NRA-ILA Volunteer Award Winner
David Conway covered an area of 116 square miles.
The correct areais 77,116 square miles.)
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UNITED MINE WORKERS SUPPORT S. 659

In recent months, we have frequently reported on
the growing ground swell of support for passage of
S. 659, the "Protection of Lawful Commerce in Arms
Act." Dozens of national assodiations, unions, wildliife
oconservation groups, and shooting sports
organizations ?representing literally millions of
dedicated members, workers, and sportsmen?have
expressed their unqudlified support for this critically
important legislation which seeks to protect
America” s firearm maonufacturers and dedlers from
malicdous, predatory lawsuits.

On September 23, the United Mine Workers of
America (UMWA) added its name to this growing list.
In aletter to U.S. Senators, UMWA International
President Cedl E. Roberts encouraged lawmakers to,
"ocosponsor and strongly support" S. 659. The letter
emphasized the pofentiad negative economic impact
of these reckless lawsuits against the gun industry
and the resultant adverse effects they would inflict
on workers and their communities. Enactment of S.
659 would protect the industry ond, subsequently,
jobs.

We hope to have a vote on this legislation in the
ocoming weeks, and, thus, it is imperdative that you
ocontinue to contact your U.S. Senators in support of
S. 659 and urge them to do everything in their
power to end these meritless lawsuits and ensure
that this essential legislation is approved. Let your
Senators know that it is cudal they cosponsor and
support S. 659. You con call your U.S. Senators at
(202) 224-3121, or you can use our "Write Your
Representatives" tool at www.NRAILA.org to find
ocontact information.

CAROLYN MCCARTHYISM

It° s hard to believe that ayear has dready gone by
since the tragic Waoshington, D.C.- area sniper
attacks ferrorized the region. Residents and visitors
who experienced those anxious weeks won™ t soon
forget them. And gun-ban proponents like
Representative Carolyn McCarthy (D-N.Y.) Won™ t
soon stop trying to exploit them.

This week, Rep. McCarthy attempted to link the
tragedy to her palitical agenda, calling for an



extension and expansion of the 1994 Clinton gun
ban. Flounting her indifference to the rights of law-
abiding gun owners to decide which guns they
choose to own, McCarthy commented, "What are
these people thinking?' she asked. "If you want an
assault weapon, go join the army." Of course, none
of the guns covered by the ban are used by military
forces.

Commenting on the gun banners™ latest attempt to
blame lawful gun owners for the acfs of violent
aiminals, NRA-ILA Executive Director Chris Cox
stated, "In recent years ban groups have embarked
on a campaign of exploiting trogic events in on
aftempt to restore their political relevance. Today,
they politicdzed a despicable crime spree. Our
thoughts and prayers are with the victims ond their
families."

Plecse continue to urge your U.S. Representative
and your Senators to oppose current legislation
seeking to reauthorize and expond the 1994 Cdinton
gun baon?H.R. 2038, S. 1431, ond S. 1034. You can
find contact information for your elected officidls by
using the "Write Your Representatives" tool at
www.NRAILA. org, or you can cdll your U.S. Senators
at (202) 224-3121 and your U.S. Representative at
(202) 225-3121.

NO PROOF THAT GUN CONTROL LAWS REDUCE
VIOLENCE

This week, the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) released the results of a broad-
ranging federal review of the nation™ s gunrcontrol
lows. The CDC appointed task force, made up of 14

academic, business, and government headlth experts,

reviewed 51 studies to determine whether gun laws
do, in fact, prevent violent crimes, firearm- related
accddents, or suicides. Induded in the lows reviewed
were bans on spedfic firearms or ammunition,
mandatory registration and licensing, mandatory
waiting periods, right to carry, and restrictions on
firearm purchaoses.

What results did this study find? In every cose, the
CDC task force found "insufficdent evidence to
determine the effectiveness of any of the firearms
lows." In short, athorough review of 51 published
studies concerning the effectiveness of eight
different types of gun control laws found no
condusive proof that these measures reduce violent
aimes, accdents, or suidde.
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Commenting on the findings, Dr. Edgar Suter,
chairman of Doctors for Integrity in Policy Research,
said, "It7 s certainly a guantum leop in the right
direction. It has been os plain as the nose on my
face that disarming innocent victims is not a policy
that saves lives. The red benefit of defensive firearm
use is the lives that are saved, injuries that are
prevented, property that is saved and medical costs
that are eliminated.”



