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ACS L  L aw s uit  agains t  
P enns ylvania S t at e P ol ice  

 
We are s ti l l  awaiting a response from the PA 
S upreme Court on render ing a decis ion in our  case.  
 

Cent er  for  D ies eas  Cont r ol  
R epor t s  f inds  No E vidence t hat  
F i r ear ms  L aw s  ar e E f fect ive in 

P r event ing Violence 
 
A repor t released on October  3, 2003 by the Center  
for  Disease Control finds  that there is  no evidence 
that gun control laws  have been effective in 
Preventing violence with fi rearms .  
 
According to an ar ticle in the Washington T imes  on 
the repor t   “T he Centers  for  Disease Control and 
Prevention released a s tudy las t week that s tates  
there is  no evidence to prove gun-control laws  are 
effective in preventing violence.” 
 
T he ar ticle fur ther  repor ted that;  I n the exhaus tive 
br ief, the CDC analyzed scientific evidence regarding 
" bans  on specified fi rearms  and ammunition, 
res tr ictions  on fi rearm acquis ition [ including waiting 
per iods ] , fi rearm regis tration and l icens ing, 
concealed-car ry laws , chi ld-access -prevention laws , 
zero- tolerance laws  for  fi rearms  in schools  and 
combinations  of fi rearms  laws ."  T he verdict? " T he 
T ask Force found insufficient evidence to determine 
the effectiveness  of any of the fi rearms  laws  or  
combinations  of laws  reviewed on violent outcomes ."  
T he task force also concluded that " fi rearms- related 
inj ur ies  in the United S tates  have declined s ince 
1993"  despite the fact that " approx imately 4.5 
mil l ion new firearms  are sold each year ."  
 

T ennes s ee t o r ecognize 
P enns ylvania L icens e t o Car r y.  

 
T wo days  after  speaking to Attorney General Mike 
Fisher  explaining that T ennessee had relaxed their  
requirements  to al low out of s tate res idents  to car ry 
in that s tate, his  office announced an agreement.  
T hat agreement is  that T ennessee wil l  recognize a 
Pennsylvania permit, but no reciprocity agreement 
has  been reached. 
 
T he Attorney General is  cur rently waiting for  
Delaware to define the necessary procedure to 
process  reciprocity agreements .  As  soon as  
Delaware is  set up an agreement may be reached for  
reciprocity with that s tate. 
 

R ep. T om S t evens on f r om Mt . 
L ebanon t o I nt r oduce B i l l  t o 

Amend E lect ion L aw .  
 
I n a welcome move, S tate Representative T om 
S tevenson is  scheduled to introduce a bi l l ,  wr itten in 
col laboration with the ACS L, to amend the 
Pennsylvania Election Code and require the 
S ecretary of the Commonwealth to furnish l is ts  of Al l  
Nominated Candidates  to the Public.  T he bi l l  cal ls  
for  the S ecretary to provide the public with access  to 
the l is t of al l  candidates  appear ing on the ballot in 
the pr imary or  the general election no later  than 
thir ty (30) days  fol lowing the las t day to fi le 
nomination petitions  dur ing the pr imary election and 
within thir ty (30) days  fol lowing the pr imary 
elections .  T he access  to the l is t of candidates  shall  
be made available via the internet or  upon reques t 
of the Department of S tate. 
 
Cur rently the bi l l  has  10 co-sponsors  and wil l  be 
introduced next week.  T he names  of the cur rent co-
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sponsors  are as  fol lows ;  B  Bas tian, T  Cor r igan, G 
Denlinger , R Grucela, B  O'Neil l ,  j  Pal lone, D Reichley, 
L S ather , S . S aylor , M S cavello, C T homas , M T urzai, 
L Washington, R Youngblood. 
 

P r event able Medical 
Complicat ions  K i l l  3 2 ,0 0 0  P eople 

a year . 
 
I n a repor t published in the Journal of the Amer ican 
Medical As sociation Researchers  from the U.S . 
government’s  Agency for  Healthcare Research 
analyzed data on 18 complications  sometimes  
caused by medical er ror s .  T hey found that such 
complications  contr ibute to 2.4 mil l ion extra days  in 
the hospital each year . 
 
Also they repor ted that Pos toperative infections , 
surgical wounds  accidental ly opening and other  
often-preventable complications  lead to more than 
32,000 U.S . hospital deaths  and more than $9 bi l l ion 
in extra cos t annually. 
 
T his  s tudy fol lows  a 1999 I ns titute of Medicine repor t 
that said medical mis takes  ki l l  anywhere from 
44,000 to 98,000 hospital ized Amer icans  a year .   
 
I n compar ison accidental fi rearm death are les s  than 
800 per  year . 
 

S t at e S enat or  Jane Or ie t o 
I nt r oduced R ecipr ocit y R efor m in 

P A S enat e 
 
S tate S enator  Jane Or ie’s  office has  informed the 
ACS L that S en. Or ie wil l  be introducing language 
drafted by the ACS L to reform Pennsylvania’s  
reciprocity s tatute. 
 
T his  bi l l  wi l l  be identical to the bi l l  introduced in the 
House by S tate Representative Daryl Metcalfe.  
 
With the introduction of S en. Or ie’s  bi l l  al l  pro-gun 
legis lation in Pennsylvania wil l  be in control of 
S outhwes ter  Pennsylvania legis lators  with a diverse 
l is t of co-sponsors . 
 
 
 

NR A-I L A Gr as s r oot s  Aler t  
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MI S S OU R I  OVE R R I DE S  GOVE R NOR ` S  VE T O OF  
R I GH T  T O CAR R Y B I L L !  

On S eptember  11, the Mis sour i  S enate j oined the 
House in voting to over r ide Governor  Bob Holden` s  
veto of HB 349, making the " S how Me S tate"  the 
nation` s  36th s tate to pass  a fair , non-discretionary 
Right to Car ry (RT C) law. T he veto of HB 349 was  
over r idden in the House by a vote of 115 to 39. T he 
vote in the S enate was  23 to 10. T his  marks  only the 
seventh time in Mis sour i  his tory that legis lators  have 
success ful ly over turned a governor` s  veto. Mis sour i  
j oins  Colorado, New Mexico, and Minnesota as  the 
four th s tate this  year  to pass  a " shal l  is sue"  RT C law.  
 
" T he National Rifle As sociation would l ike to thank 
representatives  and senators  who voted for  the 
over r ide. T hey recognize the r ight of law-abiding 
Mis sour ians  to car ry a fi rearm for  protection,"  said 
NRA- I LA Executive Director  Chr is  W. Cox. " According 
to research, fi rearms  are used more than 2 mil l ion 
times  each year  in self-defense, and s tudies  have 
shown that s tates  that have Right to Car ry laws  
exper ience s ignificantly les s  cr ime. Governor  
Holden` s  indifference on the is sue of self-defense 
and the r ight of Mis sour ians  to protect themselves  
and their  loved ones  outs ide of the home was  
careles s . T he big winners  today are the law-abiding 
citizens  who wil l  reap the benefit of this  Right to 
Car ry law,"  added Cox. " T he s treets  of Mis sour i  j us t 
became safer  for  everyone, except cr iminals ."   
 
T here was  overwhelming bipar tisan support in the 
Mis sour i  legis lature for  a Right to Car ry law. On 
behalf of law-abiding gun owners  throughout 
Mis sour i , NRA would l ike to recognize the support 
and hard work of Rep. Lar ry Crawford (R-117), Rep. 
Frank Barnitz  (D-150), S en. Harold Caskey (D-31), 
and S en. Peter  K inder  (R-27). As  always , the 
gras s roots  effor t and political activism by tens  of 
thousands  of NRA members  acros s  the s tate played 
a pivotal role in this  process .  
 
And Mis sour ians  can celebrate an additional victory 
this  week as  both the S enate and House voted 
overwhelmingly to over r ide Gov. Holden` s  veto of 
Reckles s  Lawsuit Preemption (S B 13).  
 
NRA- I LA congratulates  you on these victor ies  and 
thanks  you for  a j ob well  done. 

H I GH  COU R T  H E AR S  McCAI N-F E I NGOL D CAS E  

On S eptember  8, the S upreme Court convened a 
rare special ses s ion to hear  debate over  the 
cons titutionality of the B ipar tisan Campaign Reform 
Act (BCRA), also known as  McCain-Feingold. 
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Returning one month ear ly from their  summer  recess  
for  the fi r s t time in near ly 30 years , the high cour t 
broke protocol and heard four  hours  of oral 
arguments  in this  cr itical ly important Fir s t 
Amendment case. Your  NRA- I LA has  led the fight 
s ince day one. 
 
Of greates t concern to NRA is  the law` s  prohibition 
on running broadcas t ads  (termed " electioneer ing 
communications " ) that mention candidates  for  
federal office dur ing the cr itical 30-day per iod before 
a pr imary election and 60-day per iod before a 
general election. T his  F ir s t Amendment " blackout"  
per iod is  a direct attack on free speech. Dur ing oral 
arguments , the point was  forceful ly made that this  
law " intrudes  deeply into the political l i fe of the 
nation."  T he law res tr icts  local pol itical par ties , and 
in turn, national par ties , and hur ts  gras s roots  
pol itical effor ts . I n fact, NRA was  cited by name 
dur ing these oral arguments  on dozens  of occas ions , 
and dominated the debate. 
 
T hough the cour t appeared largely divided over  the 
case, Jus tice Antonin S calia seemed quite skeptical 
of the measure, predicting that " T here wil l  be abuses  
under  this  law."   
 
A rul ing is  expected to come sometime this  Fal l .  Res t 
as sured that NRA- I LA wil l  keep you appr ised of any 
relevant developments  or  decis ions  in future is sues  
of the Grass roots  Aler t. 

VOT E  ON R E CK L E S S  L AW S U I T  B I L L  NE AR I NG 

As  we` ve repeatedly noted in the Grass roots  Aler t, 
one of NRA- I LA` s  top legis lative pr ior ities  in 
Congres s  continues  to be the passage of a federal 
law to block reckles s , predatory lawsuits  agains t the 
fi rearm indus try. T he passage of S . 659 is  cr itical ly 
important. We hope to have a vote on this  crucial 
legis lation in the coming weeks , and we cannot 
over -emphas ize the need for  you to remain actively 
engaged in ensur ing its  passage. I t is  imperative 
that you continue to contact your  U.S . S enators  in 
support of S . 659 and urge them to do everything in 
their  power  to end these mer itles s  lawsuits  and 
ensure that this  es sential legis lation is  approved. Let 
your  S enators  know that it is  crucial they cosponsor  
and support S . 659. Also, please urge them to 
support the wil l  of the maj or ity by working to defeat 
the fi l ibus ter  that anti-gun S enators  have threatened 
to launch in a las t-ditch attempt to defeat S . 659.  
 
Also, please continue to communicate with your  U.S . 
Representative and your  S enators , and urge them to 
oppose cur rent legis lation seeking to reauthor ize and 
expand the 1994 Clinton gun ban-H.R. 2038, S . 

1431, and S . 1034. Please remember  that for  al l  of 
the above-mentioned action items , you can find 
contact information for  your  elected officials  by us ing 
the " Wr ite Your  Representatives "  tool at 
www.NRAI LA.org, or  you can call  your  U.S . S enators  
at (202) 224-3121 and your  U.S . Representative at 
(202) 225-3121.  

JOH N L OT T  T OU R  

I n coming weeks , acclaimed scholar  John R. Lott, Jr ., 
wi l l  be speaking and promoting his  new book " T HE 
B I AS  AGAI NS T  GUNS :  Why Almos t Everything 
You` ve Heard About Gun Control I s  Wrong."  This  
hard-hitting, fact-based book is  a mus t- read for  gun 
owners . Come l is ten to John Lott and have him 
autograph your  copy of his  book. You can see Mr . 
Lott at the fol lowing locations  and times :  T uesday, 
S eptember  16, 5: 00 to 6: 00 p.m., S eattle Univers ity 
Law S chool, contact:  Alexander  T homason 
thomasa2@seattleu.edu;  Wednesday, S eptember  
17, 12: 30 to 1: 30 p.m., Univers ity of I daho, 
Moscow, I daho, contact:  s tevenp@uidaho.edu;  
Wednesday, S eptember  17, 6: 30 to 8: 00 p.m., 
Gonzaga Univers ity Law S chool, 721 N. Cincinnati 
S t., S pokane, Washington, contact:  Crago, 
Chr is topher  at Ccrago@lawschool.gonzaga.edu;  
T hursday, S eptember  18, 11: 30 a.m. to 12: 45 p.m., 
Univers ity of Montana law S chool, Mis soula, 
Montana, contact:  Cory S wanson at 
swanr iver@usa.net;  Monday, S eptember  22, 12: 00 
noon to 1: 15 p.m., Ohio S tate Univers ity Law 
S chool, Columbus , Ohio, contact:  Alber t J. S aul ine 
I I I  asaul ine@columbus .r r .com;  Monday, S eptember  
22, T BD (evening), Ohio Univers ity, Athen, Ohio, 
contact:  Cur t Winzenreid cw282101@ohio.edu.  
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NR A B OAR D OF  D I R E CT OR S  R E COGNI Z E S  I L A 
AW AR D W I NNE R S  

On S aturday, S eptember  13, three of NRA- I LA` s  
Election Volunteer  Coordinators  (EVC) were 
recognized for  their  activities  in 2002 and received 
NRA- I LA` s  highes t volunteer  awards . Each of these 
worthy recipients  received their  award from NRA 
Pres ident Kayne Robinson and NRA- I LA Executive 
Director  Chr is  Cox.  

2 0 0 2  NR A-I L A Jay M. L i t t lef ield  
Volunt eer  of  t he Year :   

Denny W at kins  &  Dave Conw ay 

Denny Watkins  of Middletown, Ohio, is  a ti reles s  
defender  of our  S econd Amendment freedoms  on al l  
fronts . Not only is  Denny a Life Member  of both the 
NRA and the NRA-affi l iated Ohio S tate Rifle & Pis tol 
As sociation, he is  also an active member  of many 
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local pro-gun organizations , including the Miami 
Valley Fr iends  of NRA Committee (where he has  
served as  Chairman & Co-Chairman), Middletown 
S por tsmen` s  Club, I nc., For t S t. Clair  Gun Club, 
I nc., AK T rap Club (where he has  served as  
Pres ident), Butler  County S por tsmen Rifle & Pis tol 
Club, and Mercer  County S por tsmen` s  Al l iance, to 
name a few. Within these organizations , Denny is  an 
educator , activis t, volunteer , leader , and role model 
for  al l  gun owners  and shooters .  

I n 2001, Denny volunteered to become the EVC for  
Ohio` s  8th congres s ional dis tr ict. Dur ing the cr itical 
2002 election cycle, Denny was  involved in many 
gras s roots  activities , including attending town-hall  
meetings , wr iting numerous  letter s - to- the-editor  to 
local and national newspapers , dis tr ibuting yard 
s igns , working on Get Out T he Vote effor ts  for  pro-
gun candidates , as s is ting with campaign events  and 
ral l ies , manning pro-gun tables  and booths  at county 
fair s  and var ious  other  events , and meeting with 
lawmakers  and candidates  on a regular  bas is . 
T hanks  to his  hard campaign work, maj or  pro-gun 
victor ies  las t year  included Jim Petro` s  election as  
the Ohio Attorney General, the re-election of U.S . 
Representative John Boehner , and the re-election of 
S tate Representative S hawn Webster , who has  said 
that Denny is  an " ardent supporter "  whom he 
consults  with regular ly on S econd Amendment-
related is sues .  

Denny Watkins  was  nominated by numerous  citizens  
acros s  Ohio who support the S econd Amendment. 
T hey include an officer  of the Ohio Department of 
Natural Resources , a pro-gun Ohio S tate 
Representative, a public school pr incipal, and 
numerous  gun club officials .  

Having to cover  116 square miles  is  a monumental 
task for  one volunteer  to organize NRA members  and 
gun owners  in S outh Dakota. T he vas t dis tances  of 
wide open prair ie alone are intimidating. Yet, one 
member  has  s tepped forward to take on the task -  
S outh Dakota Election Volunteer  Coordinator , David 
Conway. Or iginal ly a native of Bos ton, Dave left the 
Bay S tate in search of open space and a s tate 
government that trus ts  its  law-abiding citizens .  

Dave s tar ted with the NRA s tate affi l iate, the S outh 
Dakota S hooting S por ts  As sociation, and quickly 
rose to become its  Legis lative Affair s  Director . " Jus t 
being a member  of a pro-gun organization isn` t 
enough anymore."  Conway says . " You have to give 
something back."  Few give more than Dave has . He 
has  worked with I LA lobbyis ts  through the years  to 
improve on S outh Dakota` s  ex is ting gun laws . His  
abil i ty to fos ter  close relationships  with public 
officials  has  garnered countles s  pos itive changes  for  

S outh Dakotans . David has  often noted that he took 
on this  role for  his  daughter` s  future. He is  one of 
those very determined individuals  who pul ls  more 
than his  fair  share when it comes  to defending our  
common firearm freedoms . 

2 0 0 2  NR A-I L A  
Volunt eer  Or ganiz at ion of  t he Year :   

F i r ear ms  Coali t ion of  Color ado 

Formed 14 years  ago to fight the City of Denver` s  
attempts  to ban numerous  semi-auto fi rearms , the 
Firearms  Coalition of Colorado (FCC) exemplifies  j us t 
what it means  to be a " volunteer  organization."  
Dur ing the las t 14 years , working s ide-by- s ide with 
NRA- I LA, FCC has  s teadfas tly continued its  effor ts  to 
thwart countles s  attacks  by anti-gun politicians  at 
the local and s tate levels . T hese are the ladies  and 
gentlemen that you commonly find working at 3: 00 
a.m. if that is  what it takes  to get the j ob done.  

T rue to form, dur ing Colorado` s  pivotal 2002 
legis lative ses s ion, members  of FCC once again 
s tepped forward to offer  their  resources  and 
exper tise. FCC members  provided cr itical, exper t 
tes timony and extens ive gras s roots  support in 
advancing Right to Car ry legis lation, s tatewide 
preemption, and numerous  other  pro-gun initiatives .  

T hanks  largely to FCC` s  dedication and 
perseverance, al l  law-abiding Coloradans  have the 
opportunity to defend themselves  and their  famil ies  
outs ide of their  homes . Additionally, in pass ing 
s tatewide preemption, the city of Denver  can no 
longer  circumvent s tate law to enact its  own 
draconian fi rearms  regulations .  

On the election front, the FCC proved j us t as  
determined and success ful. Uti l iz ing an efficient and 
vas t network, the FCC worked to elect pro-gun 
candidates , and played an integral role in the defeat 
of key gun-banning politicians  throughout the s tate.  

Colorado` s  law-abiding fi rearm owners  owe a great 
debt to the FCC, and NRA- I LA is  proud to have them 
as  an affi l iated organization as  we work together  to 
achieve our  common goals . S teve S chreiner  and Len 
Horner  were on hand to receive the award.  

I t was  with great honor  that the NRA- I LA bes towed 
the 2002 NRA- I LA Jay M. Littlefield Volunteer  of the 
Year  to Denny Watkins  & Dave Conway, true 
defenders  of our  fi rearm freedoms . Equally deserving 
in their  receipt of the 2002 NRA- I LA Volunteer  
Organization of the Year  was  the Firearms  Coalition 
of Colorado. Each received a framed copy of the B i l l  
or  Rights  that included a letter  s igned by NRA 
Pres ident Kayne Robinson, NRA Executive Vice 
Pres ident Wayne LaPier re, and NRA- I LA` s  Executive 
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Director  Chr is  Cox. On behalf of the entire NRA- I LA 
s taff and the nation` s  65 mil l ion law-abiding gun 
owners , we extend our  deepes t thanks  and s incere 
gratitude for  the work of the 2002 award winners !  
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B I P AR T I S AN S U P P OR T  F OR  S . 6 5 9  CONT I NU E S  
T O GR OW  

On S eptember  25, S enate Minor ity Leader  T om 
Daschle (D-S .D.) j oined 54 of his  col leagues  as  a co-
sponsor  of S . 659, the " Protection of Lawful 
Commerce in Arms  Act."  T his  cr itical ly important 
legis lation seeks  to protect Amer ica` s  fi rearms  
manufacturers  and dealers  from malicious  lawsuits  
aimed at bankrupting a law-abiding Amer ican 
indus try. I n Apr i l ,  the U.S . House of Representatives  
passed its  vers ion of the legis lation by an 
overwhelming bipar tisan margin of 285 to 140. 
S enator  Daschle` s  decis ion to support this  measure 
as  a cosponsor  sends  yet another  clear  message that 
support for  this  common sense legis lation transcends  
par ty l ines . We hope that fel low S enators  wi l l  fol low 
the lead of the U.S . House of Representatives  and 
vote to protect one of Amer ica` s  oldes t indus tr ies  
from these predatory lawsuits .  
 
We hope to have a vote on this  legis lation in the 
coming weeks , and, thus , it is  imperative that you 
continue to contact your  U.S . S enators  in support of 
S . 659 and urge them to do everything in their  
power  to end these mer itles s  lawsuits  and ensure 
that this  es sential legis lation is  approved. Let your  
S enators  know that it is  crucial they cosponsor  and 
support S . 659. 
 
I n addition, please continue to urge your  U.S . 
Representative and your  S enators  to oppose cur rent 
legis lation seeking to reauthor ize and expand the 
1994 Clinton gun ban -  H.R. 2038, S . 1431, and S . 
1034. For  al l  of the above-mentioned action items , 
you can find contact information for  your  elected 
officials  by us ing the " Wr ite Your  Representatives "  
tool at www.NRAI LA.org, or  you can call  your  U.S . 
S enators  at (202) 224-3121 and your  U.S . 
Representative at (202) 225-3121. 

H OU S E  VE R S I ON OF  D .C.` s  P E R S ONAL  
P R OT E CT I ON ACT  I NT R ODU CE D  

On S eptember  25, Representatives  Mark S ouder  (R-
I nd.) and Mike Ross  (D-Ark.) introduced H.R.3193 -
the House vers ion of the Dis tr ict of Columbia 
Personal Protection Act. Demons trating broad 
bipar tisan support, H.R. 3193 was  cosponsored by 
22 Democrats  and 40 Republicans . A companion to 
S enate bi l l  S . 1414, introduced by S enator  Or r in 

Hatch (R-Utah) on July 15, this  legis lation seeks  to 
res tore the cons titutionally-guaranteed S econd 
Amendment r ights  of the res idents  of the Dis tr ict of 
Columbia. T he need for  this  legis lation is  obvious . 
While effectively banning handgun ownership for  
over  a quar ter -century, Washington, D.C., 
cons is tently has  one of the highes t homicide rates  in 
the nation. " D.C.` s  politicians  have s tr ipped law-
abiding res idents  of their  abil i ty to defend 
themselves  and their  famil ies ,"  said NRA- I LA 
Executive Director  Chr is  Cox. " Passage of the 
?Dis tr ict of Columbia Personal Protection Act`  wil l  
remedy this  senseles s  and dangerous  inj us tice."  

E NH ANCI NG S P OR T S ME N` S  ACCE S S  T O 
F E DE R AL  L ANDS  

NRA` s  Executive Vice Pres ident Wayne LaPier re met 
this  week with heads  of three federal land 
management agencies  and 16 spor tsmen` s  groups  
to s ign the " S por tsmen` s  Access  to Federal Public 
Lands "  Memorandum of Unders tanding (MOU). T he 
agreement pledges  cooperation in improving 
hunters`  access  to federal ly managed public lands . 
LaPier re noted that, " I mproving access  to federal ly 
managed public land for  hunting purposes  is  vital to 
the survival of this  cher ished pas time. We are 
pleased that the federal agencies  in control of public 
land recognize the pos itive contr ibutions  of hunters  
to wildl i fe management."  T he MOU is  the fi r s t of its  
kind. I n the agreement, the Fores t S ervice, F ish & 
Wildl i fe S ervice, and Bureau of Land Management 
agree to as s is t in the identification and improvement 
of areas  where hunting access  on public lands  is  
inadequate. I t is  expected that the Park S ervice, and 
several additional agencies  with huntable land, wil l  
l ikely s ign on at a later  date. NRA- I LA wil l  keep you 
appr ised of any relevant developments  in future 
is sues  of the Grass roots  Aler t.  

I NT E R NE T  F I L T E R  S OF T W AR E  B L OCK S  P R O-
GU N S I T E S  

T he I nternet is  a great as set that provides  us  with 
once unimaginable amounts  of information. But, of 
course, not al l  information is  deemed appropr iate, 
and many parents  depend on I nternet fi l ter  software 
to block s ites  they feel are inappropr iate for  their  
chi ldren. One such software program is  I nternet 
S ecur ity from S ymantec Corp.  
 
NRA members  have discovered that after  ins tal l ing 
this  software on their  computers  they can no longer  
vis it NRA s ites  such as  www.NRAI LA.org.  
 
A S ymantec corporate official contacted by I LA s taff 
explained that if cer tain broad categor ies  are 
selected to fi l ter , i t wi l l  block s ites  such as  ours . He 
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said that end users  can change the default settings  
so that specific des ired s ites  are not blocked. 
I nteres tingly, however , gun prohibitionis t s ites  such 
as  those for  the Brady Center  are not blocked in the 
default setting. I nformation on anti-gun s ites  is  left 
vir tual ly unfi ltered.  
 
S ymantec provides  no explanation for  this  dispar ity, 
and, intentionally or  not, the company is  taking an 
anti-gun pos ition in the debate over  fi rearm 
ownership. Gun owners  should be aware of how this  
software works  and may wish to avoid us ing 
programs  such as  I nternet S ecur ity that treat pro-
S econd Amendment s ites  the same as  pornographic 
s ites . 

H U NT E R S , GU N OW NE R S  T AK E  NOT I CE  OF  
MI NNE S OT A " W AR NI NG"  

Retai l ing giant Wal-Mart has  promised not to sel l  
guns  and ammunition at its  new S t. Paul, Minn., 
s tore, making that location the only one of more 
than 35 Wal-Marts  in the s tate to have such a policy. 
 
According to the Pioneer -Pres s , local community 
leaders  praised Wal-Mart` s  decis ion. " T he concern 
was  that this  is  an urban area and it` s  not 
appropr iate for  guns  to be sold, par ticular ly hunting 
r ifles ,"  said T ravis  S nider , pres ident of the S nell ing 
Hamline Community Council . 

W AT E R  F OR  W I L DL I F E  

I n recent years  NRA has  weighed into battles  to save 
water  developments  from being closed by federal 
land managers  who believe that, when federal land 
is  des ignated as  wilderness  or  national monuments  
or  park preserves , these man-made s tructures  are 
not al lowed. And even if cer tain water  developments  
are al lowed to remain, motor ized access  for  
operation and maintenance has  been blocked. Water  
developments  are cr itical to the survival in the ar id 
wes tern regions  of this  country for  many species  of 
wi ldl i fe, including popular  big game animals  l ike 
bighorn sheep and mule deer . Effor ts  of the Park 
S ervice, the Fish & Wildl i fe S ervice, and the Bureau 
of Land Management to return cer tain lands  to a 
pr is tine s tate have come at a great cos t to wildl i fe 
that eventually per ish from a lack of water  sources . 
Nineteen hunting and conservation organizations  
j oined the NRA in s igning a letter  sent to the 
S ecretary of I nter ior  reques ting a departmental 
pol icy supporting water  developments . T he NRA 
s trongly believes  that the s tewardship of federal 
public lands  should not be separate from, and take 
precedence over , the wildl i fe that l ive on that land, 
and wil l  pursue this  is sue to success ful resolution. 

(Cor rection:  Las t week, we incor rectly s tated that, 
when organiz ing NRA members  and gun owners  in 
S outh Dakota, NRA- I LA Volunteer  Award Winner  
David Conway covered an area of 116 square miles . 
T he cor rect area is  77,116 square miles .) 
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U NI T E D  MI NE  W OR K E R S  S U P P OR T  S . 6 5 9  

I n recent months , we have frequently repor ted on 
the growing ground swell  of support for  passage of 
S . 659, the " Protection of Lawful Commerce in Arms  
Act."  Dozens  of national as sociations , unions , wi ldl i fe 
conservation groups , and shooting spor ts  
organizations?representing l iteral ly mil l ions  of 
dedicated members , workers , and spor tsmen?have 
expres sed their  unqualified support for  this  cr itical ly 
important legis lation which seeks  to protect 
Amer ica` s  fi rearm manufacturers  and dealers  from 
malicious , predatory lawsuits . 

On S eptember  23, the United Mine Workers  of 
Amer ica (UMWA) added its  name to this  growing l is t. 
I n a letter  to U.S . S enators , UMWA I nternational 
Pres ident Cecil  E. Roberts  encouraged lawmakers  to, 
" cosponsor  and s trongly support"  S . 659. T he letter  
emphas ized the potential negative economic impact 
of these reckles s  lawsuits  agains t the gun indus try 
and the resultant adverse effects  they would infl ict 
on workers  and their  communities . Enactment of S . 
659 would protect the indus try and, subsequently, 
j obs . 

We hope to have a vote on this  legis lation in the 
coming weeks , and, thus , it is  imperative that you 
continue to contact your  U.S . S enators  in support of 
S . 659 and urge them to do everything in their  
power  to end these mer itles s  lawsuits  and ensure 
that this  es sential legis lation is  approved. Let your  
S enators  know that it is  crucial they cosponsor  and 
support S . 659. You can call  your  U.S . S enators  at 
(202) 224-3121, or  you can use our  " Wr ite Your  
Representatives "  tool at www.NRAI LA.org to find 
contact information. 

CAR OL YN MCCAR T H YI S M 

I t` s  hard to believe that a year  has  already gone by 
s ince the tragic Washington, D.C.-  area sniper  
attacks  ter ror ized the region. Res idents  and vis itor s  
who exper ienced those anx ious  weeks  won` t soon 
forget them. And gun-ban proponents  l ike 
Representative Carolyn McCarthy (D-N.Y.) Won` t 
soon s top trying to exploit them. 

T his  week, Rep. McCarthy attempted to l ink the 
tragedy to her  pol itical agenda, call ing for  an 
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extens ion and expans ion of the 1994 Clinton gun 
ban. Flaunting her  indifference to the r ights  of law-
abiding gun owners  to decide which guns  they 
choose to own, McCarthy commented, " What are 
these people thinking?"  she asked. " I f you want an 
as sault weapon, go j oin the army."  Of course, none 
of the guns  covered by the ban are used by mil itary 
forces . 

Commenting on the gun banners`  lates t attempt to 
blame lawful gun owners  for  the acts  of violent 
cr iminals , NRA- I LA Executive Director  Chr is  Cox 
s tated, " I n recent years  ban groups  have embarked 
on a campaign of exploiting tragic events  in an 
attempt to res tore their  pol itical relevance. T oday, 
they politicized a despicable cr ime spree. Our  
thoughts  and prayers  are with the victims  and their  
famil ies ."  

Please continue to urge your  U.S . Representative 
and your  S enators  to oppose cur rent legis lation 
seeking to reauthor ize and expand the 1994 Clinton 
gun ban?H.R. 2038, S . 1431, and S . 1034. You can 
find contact information for  your  elected officials  by 
us ing the " Wr ite Your  Representatives "  tool at 
www.NRAI LA.org, or  you can call  your  U.S . S enators  
at (202) 224-3121 and your  U.S . Representative at 
(202) 225-3121. 

 

 

NO P R OOF  T H AT  GU N CONT R OL  L AW S  R E DU CE  
VI OL E NCE  

T his  week, the Centers  for  Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) released the results  of a broad-
ranging federal review of the nation` s  gun-control 
laws . T he CDC appointed task force, made up of 14 
academic, bus ines s , and government health exper ts , 
reviewed 51 s tudies  to determine whether  gun laws  
do, in fact, prevent violent cr imes , fi rearm-  related 
accidents , or  suicides . I ncluded in the laws  reviewed 
were bans  on specific fi rearms  or  ammunition, 
mandatory regis tration and l icens ing, mandatory 
waiting per iods , r ight to car ry, and res tr ictions  on 
fi rearm purchases . 

What results  did this  s tudy find? I n every case, the 
CDC task force found " insufficient evidence to 
determine the effectiveness  of any of the fi rearms  
laws ."  I n shor t, a thorough review of 51 published 
s tudies  concerning the effectiveness  of eight 
different types  of gun control laws  found no 
conclus ive proof that these measures  reduce violent 
cr imes , accidents , or  suicide. 

Commenting on the findings , Dr . Edgar  S uter , 
chairman of Doctors  for  I ntegr ity in Pol icy Research, 
said, " I t` s  cer tainly a quantum leap in the r ight 
direction. I t has  been as  plain as  the nose on my 
face that disarming innocent victims  is  not a policy 
that saves  l ives . T he real benefit of defens ive fi rearm 
use is  the l ives  that are saved, inj ur ies  that are 
prevented, proper ty that is  saved and medical cos ts  
that are el iminated."  

 


