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Pro-Gun Bill (H.B 2563) Set for
Consideration in the PA Senate

The pro-gun agenda laid out this year on March 14
featured six pieces of legislation that were deemed
high priority for gun owners and sportsmen.

Between the election and partisan politics the sole
left from that platform with a possibility of passing i
House Bill 2563 introduced by Ed Staback. As you
know this bill will lift the prohibition on carrying a

concealed weapon of any type while taking part in any

activity regulated by Title 34.

This legislation is currently on third consideration
(final) in the PA Senate and is scheduled for the d4
of November 28 or 22" for floor action. Should this
legislation pass it will move on to the Governor’s
desk for his consideration.

We ask you to please contact your State Senator tq
urge him/her to support this legislation.

Election Review:

Things look a lot better for the Second Amendment
and Article 1, Section 21 than they do for the
Republican Party. A race-by-race analysis of the P4
Legislature suggests that, while party control of the
House could change, the Senate is very likely to re
a significant pro-gun majority increased by the

bag of results wherein there are 47 dedicated anti-gun
legislators and 91 dedicated pro-gun legislators.
What is causing a problem are the uncertain views of
the newcomers to this session with 46 Representatives
whose views on gun control issues are unknown.
aWith the reelection of Ed Rendell to the Governor’s
office, the likelihood of gun control being a major
issue due to his lame duck status as Governor and his
pilboorly cloaked desire to advance to the national
5 political scene is easy to see.
PA Results:
1. Democrats picked up 3 open seats where there
wasn't an Incumbent running
Democrats picked up 5 seats where they
defeated a Republican Incumbent
Republicans picked up 1 seat where they
defeated a Democrat Incumbent

2.

3.
S

In Congress, changes in party control would have a
significant effect on for gun rights. Senate-Majority-
Leader-in-waiting Harry Reid has a fair record on gun
issues, and has played a major role in the passage of
the Protection of Lawful Commerce in Firearms Act.
Yet although a Democratic Senate would contain
more pro-rights Democrats than the chamber has seen
for over 15 years, Reid would still be beholden to a
caucus in which anti-gun Senators would be very
large majority, and in which all presidential
A contenders (now that Mark Warner is not running)
would have a poor (Feingold, Bayh) to terrible
afClinton, Gore, Kerry, Obama) record on gun issues.

addition of Senator Eichleberger and Senator Folm
In the PA House gun owners have more of a mixe

rAlthough the floor of U.S. House will still have a pro-
gun majority, a Speaker Pelosi, with her perfect anti-



gun voting record, would almost certainly bring
forward anti-gun bills when she decided the time w.
ripe. John Conyers as chair of the Judiciary
Committee, and Louise Slaughter as chair of the
Rules Committee, would ensure that no pro-Secon
Amendment legislation was ever brought to floor,
except in the very unlikely event that a majority of t
entire House signed a discharge petition.

President Bush has been good about signing pro-g
legislation which has been put on his desk, but his
six-year record gives no reason to expect that he
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America warned that the Democratic leaders in the
asHouse and Senate "will unquestionably put gun

owners on the defensive by seeking to renew the so-

called assault weapons ban, close down gun shows,
d and drastically expand the Brady gun control law."

nelhe group noted that House Speaker-elect Nancy
Pelosi will control what bills reach the House floor,
and she's expected to use that power to advance gun
urcontrol bills.

Most of those bills will pass through the House

would exert meaningful pressure, pro or con, on gun Judiciary Committee - about to be headed by gun

legislation, nor to believe that he would veto any gu

control measure which could pass both houses.

Groups For and Against Guns Put Best Possible
Spin on Election

By Susan Jones, CNSNews.com Senior Editor
November 09, 2006

(CNSNews.com) The midterm election may have
been a referendum on the president, war, corruptio
and scandal, but "it does not translate into greater
support for gun control at the grass roots level," say
gun lobby group.

"If anything, gun control was notable as a non-issusg
this election," said Gun Owners of America in a ne\
release.

A leading gun control group, however, says quite th
contrary: "In this election, the gun issue was in play
gun violence prevention groups won while the gun
pushers lost, and there is now a shift in momentum
the issue of common-sense gun restrictions," said
Paul Helmke, president of the Brady Campaign to
Prevent Gun Violence.

Looking on the bright side, Gun Owners of Americg
insisted that on a race-by-race basis, the pro-gun
movement suffered a net loss of "only a small hand
of seats." And while many newly elected Democrat
may support the anti-gun agenda, they also realize
open support for gun control may cost them at the
polls, GOA said.

But higher up, it's a different story: Gun Owners of

ncontrol advocate Rep. John Conyers (D-Mich.). GOA
described Conyers as "an extremist who advocates a
total handgun ban."

The situation in the Senate may be worse, GOA
warned, given the likelihood of a Democratic majority
in that chamber as well.

Both Harry Reid of Nevada (who would become
N,Senate Majority leader) and Pat Leahy of Vermont
(the likely head of the Judiciary Committee) have
Sraceived "F" grades from GOA based on their votes

on gun legislation.

 iFrom there it really goes downhill," GOA said,

vsadding that other Democrats on the Senate Judiciary
Committee comprise a "who's who of the anti-gun
movement."

e

, Democrats on the committee include Sens. Ted
Kennedy ("mouthpiece for Sarah Brady in the Senate,

OB OA said), Joe Biden (chaired the Judiciary
Committee in 1993 when the Brady Bill passed);
Herb Kohl (author of the gun free zones ban); Dianne
Feinstein (author of the so-called "assault weapons"
ban); Russ Feingold (lead sponsor of so-called
campaign finance reform); Charles Schumer (lead
sponsor of 1993 Brady law); and Dick Durbin

fuloutspoken gun control advocate).

D

tha@un owners should look twice at the above list,"
GOA said.

"Most or all of these members will remain on the
Judiciary Committee when the new Congress




convenes in January, and will help shape Americar
gun laws for at least the next two years."

Bright spots

Gun Owners of America said there were several
"bright spots"” for gun owners in the midterm electio|

It noted that eight "A-rated" Republicans, most with
"strong, proven pro-gun records" in their respective
state legislatures, won House seats on Tuesday, al
four of them are "a vast improvement over the
Republicans they are replacing.”

GOA also said some of the defeated incumbent
Republicans were not strong gun-rights supporters
including Nancy Johnson of Connecticut, Jim Leac
of lowa, Clay Shaw of Florida, Curt Weldon of
Pennsylvania and Charlie Bass of New Hampshire

In the Senate, ousted Republicans Mike DeWine of
Ohio and Lincoln Chafee of R.I. were as anti-gun a
many liberal Democrats, GOA noted.

But Democrat Senators-elect Jon Tester of Montan
Bob Casey of Pennsylvania and Jim Webb of Virgif
claim to be pro-gun. "It remains to be seen if they v
that way," Gun Owners of America said.

Gun control advocates energized

The Brady Campaign insists that candidates
supporting "a common sense approach to gun
violence prevention” did very well on Tuesday.

"In races where the Brady Campaign endorsed
candidates went head-to-head with competing
candidates endorsed by the NRA, Brady won 5 of 5
governorships (Patrick in Massachusetts, O'Malley
Maryland, Rendell in Pennsylvania, Doyle in
Wisconsin and Blagojevich in lllinois) and 4 of 4 U.
Senate seats (Cardin in Maryland, Cantwell in
Washington, Stabenow in Michigan, and Nelson in
Florida).

Overall, candidates endorsed by the Brady Campai
won over 95 percent of their races, the group said ¢
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According to the gun control group, "The results
should have a profound impact on the ability to fight
illegal gun trafficking and gun violence in the coming
years."

nNews Links:

06/10/30 Unregulated Groups Wield Millions To Sway
Voters
1dUnions, corporations and wealthy individuals have
pumped nearly $300 million this year into unregulated
political groups, funding dozens of aggressive and
sometimes shadowy campaigns independent of party
machines.http://www.latimes.com/news/politics/la-na-
donors300ct30,0,1282083.story?coll=la-home-headlines
n 06/10/30 League Gun Laws
Kevin Hallinan, senior vice president for security and
facilities management for Major League Baseball, said
there were no league-wide rules banning firearms at MLB
property or events, though individual clubs may do so.
| http://www.cleveland.com/search/index.ssf?/base/sports/1
® 16212314646570.xml?s4nba&coll=2

06/10/27 U.N. Votes For Arms Trade Treaty Over U.S.
a,0Opposition
liaunited Nations member states voted Oct. 26 to create an
ptternational treaty to curb the illicit trade in guns and
other light weapons, despite strong opposition from the
United States.
http://www.ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=35262

06/10/27 PETA Workers Charged With Abducting

Hunting Dog

Two employees from People for the Ethical Treatment of
Animals have been charged with abducting a hunting dog
in Southampton County.
http://content.hnamptonroads.com/story.cfm?story=113319
&ran=54855

in06/10/26 Stop The Hype And Get Schooled On Right-
To-Carry

3_As violent crime has increased on and near campus, some
students have re-examined their ability to resist physical
attack. In this vein, the University's ban on carrying
licensed, concealed firearms on campus has also been
questioned.
http://www.mndaily.com/articles/2006/10/25/69585

gn

PNO6/10/26 New Virginia DGIF Chief Talks About

its website.

Sunday Hunting



Advocates of Sunday hunting are wondering if the new
executive director of the Department of Game and Inlar
Fisheries will be the ally they had hoped for and need.

http://www.roanoke.com/outdoors/billcochran/wb/wb/xp
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to create a "culture of safety" and to "reduce crime,"
dneither of which it has accomplished."

http://www.hamiltonspectator.com/NASApp/cs/ContentSe
- rver?pagename=hamilton/Layout/Article Typel&c=Articl

88631

06/10/23 Is It Guns Or Evil?

In "Does gun control equal crime control?", Dr. Jeremy
Blanks writes: "A review of the areas in the U.S. with th
most restrictive firearm laws, including Washington, D.(
Chicago, New York, and California, shows that these
areas have some of the highest violent crime rates in th
U.S. The crime rates in all of these areas exceed the
national average, and they all have enacted in depth
restrictions on firearm ownership that include licensing
and registration schemes, various taxes, testing, and e
bans on firearms."
http://washingtontimes.com/commentary/20061021-
104511-6392r.htm

06/10/23 Mayor Finds An Opponent On Gun Suits
As anti-gun mayors link arms with New York City Mayol
Michael Bloomberg in his campaign against gun
ownership, another battle is just heating up in Brooklyn
Federal Courthttp://www.nysun.com/article/42002

06/10/23 Gun Laws Haven't Cut Murder Rates
Australia's guns buyback has not reduced rates of gun
murder or suicide, a new study says. The paper, publis
in the British Journal of Criminology and written by pro-
gun lobbyists Jeanine Baker and Samara McPhedran,
found the buyback of 640,000 guns at a cost of some $
million failed to make Australia safer.
http://www.theage.com.au/news/National/Gun-laws-
havent-cut-murder-rates-
study/2006/10/23/1161455654112.html

06/10/23 Hunting Is For Everyone

Hunting is a national heritage we in the United States h
the privilege to enjoy, basically for the investment in thg
time it takes to pass a hunter safety course and the prig
a license.
http://www.norwichbulletin.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article ?Al
D=/20061019/COLUMNISTS14/610190324/1006/SPOF
TS

06/10/19 Gun Ownership Is A Net Benefit To Society
"The Firearms Act is an onerous and draconian law wh
was built on a foundation of lies and which serves only
harass and criminalize law- abiding gun owners," writes
Bruce Mills. "It was foisted upon a largely uninformed
populace, based on false promises of crime control and

e&cid=1161208214765&call_pageid=1020420665036&c
01=1112188062581

D.06/10/18 Children And Guns Go Together When

e Proper Lessons Are Involved

L.,"All children should be taught how to properly treat guns
and to respect the power and danger that comes with

e handling a gun." writes Penny Weaver. "Sure, younger
than age 8 or 10 is a bit early, but kids grow up so fast
these days--maybe it's almost never too early."
http://www.jg-

etc.com/articles/2006/10/18/opinion/columns/column001.tx
t

06/10/16 Gun-Control Idea: Enforce Existing Laws

The knee jerk response by some to Philly's soaring murder
rate is to demand more laws. Others respond by asking:
Why don't we enforce the 20,000 gun laws currently on
the books across the nation?
http://www.philly.com/mld/dailynews/news/local/1576990
3.htm

06/10/16 Grasping at guns

Suggesting a ban on guns is hardly radical. Every time
netthere is a tragedy, a chorus calls for a ban on guns. But

consider this: A week after the Dawson shootings, Britain

was transfixed by its own similar shooting. Two 17-year-
bAhlds were shot in a South London McDonald's for
disrespecting their attacker during a conversation. The
shooter used a semi-automatic handgun. Yet, there were
no calls for a ban on civilian ownership of handguns.
Why? Because Britain had already banned civilian
handguns nearly a decade ago.
http://www.canada.com/nationalpost/columnists/story.htm
aveid=791e1e82-80f7-4bdf-889d-894aa3017d43

e 'p¥]hen the resolution of enslaving America was foredin
Great Britain, the British Parliament was advisegdn artful
man, - who was governor of Pennsylvania, to distdrenpeople;
that it was the best and most effectual way toasesthem; but
that they should not do it openly, but weaken treerd,let them
sink gradually, by totally disusing and neglectthg militia."
-- George Mason(speech in the Virginia Ratifying Convention,
14 June 1778) - Referencehe Debates of the Several State,
lliot, vol. 3 (380)
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public safety. The whole purpose of the Firearms Act w|



