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WASHINGTON, D.C.: On behalf of Gov. Edward G. 
Rendell , Environmental Protection Deputy Secretary 
for Mineral Resources Management J. 
Scott Roberts testified before a U.S. House 
of Representatives subcommittee in sup-
port of a bill calli ng for the reauthorization 
of the federal Abandoned Mine Land 
Fund, which provides milli ons of dollars 
each year to help Pennsylvania and other 
states fund their mine reclamation efforts.  
“No other state has as much at stake as Pennsyl-
vania—commerce and public welfare are greatly 
compromised by abandoned mine lands 
throughout our state,” Roberts said. 
“While Pennsylvania has certainly stepped 
up to the plate to provide its own share of 
funding for its abandoned mine land prob-
lems, the federal fund continues to be a 
major source of funding for cleaning up 
these sites—and the job simply is not fin-
ished.”  
Set to expire in September, the Aban-
doned Mine Land Fund was created by Ti-
tle IV of the federal Surface Mining Con-
trol and Reclamation Act of 1977. The 
fund consists of fees paid by the active 
mining industry on each ton of coal that is 
mined. Funding is allocated to states impacted by 
abandoned mine lands according to a formula that  
                       (continued on page 2) 
takes into account a state’s past as well as present 
mining activity.  
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TION TO REAUTHORIZE AND REVISE FED-
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Commonwealth to promote energy eff iciency rat-
ing system that saves energy, reduces costs 
 
STATE COLLEGE, CENTRE COUNTY: On be-
half of Governor Edward G. Rendell , Environ-
mental Protection Secretary Kathleen McGinty to-
day announced that Pennsylvania has become an 
off icial partner in a federal certification program, 
ENERGY STAR ®, that helps businesses and in-
dividuals save money and protect the environment 
through greater energy efficiency.  

“Whether they are major appliances, 
off ice equipment products, lighting sys-
tems or home electronics, products with 
the ENERGY STAR label use less en-
ergy, reduce costs and protect the envi-
ronment,” Secretary McGinty said in 
making the announcement at the annual 
Clean Energy Expo at Penn State Uni-

versity. The expo was sponsored by the West Penn 
Power Sustainable Energy Fund, which became an 

off icial ENERGY STAR partner last 
month.  
“But this partnership goes beyond the 
obvious of simply promoting energy-
eff icient products,” Secretary McGinty 
said. “ENERGY STAR also will allow 
us to provide greater technical assis-
tance to building owners, school dis-
tricts and municipaliti es that construct 
‘green’ buildings to realize annual en-
ergy costs saving of 30 percent or 
more.”  
ENERGY STAR is a certification pro-
gram backed by the U.S. Department of 

Energy and the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency. Through its private and public sector 
partners, ENERGY STAR saved enough energy 
last year  
                    (continued on page 3) 

“No other state has as 
much at stake as Penn-
sylvania—commerce 
and public welfare are 
greatly compromised 
by abandoned mine 
lands throughout our 

state,”  
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The Governor has put Pennsylvania in a leader-
ship role in the fight to ensure the state secures 

its fair share of the federal fund. 
House Bill 3778 reauthorizes the collection of the fees 

and replaces the fund's present allocation system with al-
locations based upon a given state's percentage of historic 

coal production. 

A.C.S.L. Conservation 

Roberts testified Tuesday before the U.S. House of 
Representatives Subcommittee on Energy and 
Mineral Resources. The measure (H.B. 3778) is 
sponsored by U.S. Rep. John E. Peterson and co-
sponsored by 16 other Pennsylvania representa-
tives. It is a companion bill t o Senate Bill 2049, in-
troduced by Sen. Arlen Specter and cosponsored 
by Sen. Rick Santorum.  
House Bill 3778 reauthorizes the collection of the 
fees and replaces the fund's present allocation sys-
tem with allocations based upon a given state's 
percentage of historic coal production. This ap-
proach directs the resources most eff iciently to ad-
dress abandoned mine land problems while setting 
future distributions upon a solid foundation. Both 
House Bill 3778 and its companion legislation in 
the Senate include reforms that would eliminate all 
significant public health and safety problems asso-
ciated with abandoned mine lands within 25 years 
(the majority of which are in Pennsylvania) and re-
move 142,000 Americans from risk annually.  
The measure also calls for the fund to pay back to 
the states the fees their mining operations have 
paid in over the li fe of the fund. More than $1.5 
billion exists in the federal fund that has not been 
appropriated to the states. Among other things, the 
bill contains incentives aimed at encouraging in-
dustry to reclaim abandoned mine sites, including 
the elimination of lien requirements that carry sig-
nificant manpower costs but offer littl e benefit, and 
by providing that fees collected can be used to 
cover bond costs for previously abandoned por-
tions of remining sites. In a time when bonds are 
diff icult to purchase, this promises to significantly 
reduce the modern industries' costs for reclaiming 
the past.  
ªThis measure offers a balance between reclaiming 
abandoned mine lands and fulfilli ng federal prom-
ises made to retired mine workers,º Roberts said. 
ªBut it is a compromise and not a perfect solution. 
We need to meet the benefit needs of our miners 
and ensure they have health care coverage.º  
The Governor has put Pennsylvania in a leadership 

role in the fight to ensure the state secures its fair 
share of the federal fund. In a joint press confer-
ence in Harrisburg in February, U.S. Interior 
Secretary Gale Norton and Governor Rendell an-
nounced the administration's support of the bill s 
proposed by Specter and Peterson. Pennsyl-
vania's share of funding could increase from 
roughly $24 milli on per year to $35 milli on an-
nually under the plan.  
Additionally, under Governor Rendell 's pr o-
posed 2004-05 budget, funds from an $800 mil-
lion bond issue would be used to enhance mine 
reclamation efforts at sites that have an array of 
associated hazards, including underground mine 
fires, water-fill ed surface mining pits, dangerous 
highwalls and open mine entries that tempt the 
curious to test their luck in unpredictable and un-
stable abandoned underground mines.  
For more information, visit the department's 
Web site at www.dep.state.pa.us. 
Source: DEP 
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The state's partnership with ENERGY STAR co-
incides with the Governor's plan to make Penn-
sylvania a national leader in building and deploy-
ing advanced energy technology. 

ªThe U.S. Department of Energy's Philadelphia Regional 
Off ice welcomes the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania as 

the region's newest ENERGY STAR partner  

A.C.S.L. Conservation 

alone to power 20 milli on homes and avoid 
greenhouse gas emissions equivalent to those 
from 18 milli on carsÐ all while saving $9 bil-
lion.  
Over the past decade, ENERGY STAR has been 
a driving force behind more widespread use of 
such technological innovations as low-energy 
light-emitting diode, or LED, traff ic lights, eff i-
cient fluorescent lighting, power management 
systems for off ice equipment and other standby 
devices that save energy by cutting back on 
power when systems are not in use.  
ªThe U.S. Department of Energy's Philadelphia 
Regional Off ice welcomes the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania as the region's newest EN-
ERGY STAR partner and we look forward to 
expanding our relationship with the Department 
of Environmental Protection to educate state 
residents and businesses on the energy, eco-
nomic and environmental benefits of ENERGY 
STAR products,º said Karine A. Shamilan, EN-
ERGY STAR project manager. ªThe Philadel-
phia Regional Off ice will continue to provide 
technical and financial assistance to promot en-
ergy efficiency and renewable energy in Penn-
sylvania.º  
The state's partnership with ENERGY STAR 
coincides with the Governor's plan to make 
Pennsylvania a national leader in building and 
deploying advanced energy technology.  
The Governor's budget will expand the Pennsy l-
vania Energy Harvest grant program to provide 
the financial tools to encourage clean and renew-
able energy projects from advanced energy 
sources such as biomass, wind, solar, small -scale 
hydroelectric, landfill methane, coal-bed meth-
ane and waste-coal. With just $5 million in its 
first year last year, the Pennsylvania Energy 
Harvest grant program received 139 applications 
worth $45 milli on that would generate $96 mil-
lion in private investment.  
The Governor also proposed a new Advanced 
Energy Portfolio Standard to ensure that in 10 

years, 10 percent of all energy generated in the state 
comes from clean, eff icient sources. In addition, the 
Governor is revitalizing the Pennsylvania Energy 
Development Authority to finance a wide range of 
energy research, development and demonstration 
projects to develop, promote and more eff iciently use 
alternative energy resources indigenous to the state.  
For more information about the Governor's budget 
or energy eff iciency and conservation, visit DEP's 
Web site at www.dep.state.pa.us, Keyword: 
ªEnergy.º  
Source: DEP 
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The Hazardous Sites Cleanup Fund, which is the 
primary funding source for the state's brow n-

fields program, faces an uncertain fiscal future.  

Governor Rendell Urges U.S. Senate to Reinstate 
Fund to Clean Up Hazardous Waste Sites 

 

A.C.S.L. Conservation 

Sites continue to be added to the National Prior-
ity List for which there is no viable responsible 
party to undertake the cleanup. Just this week, 
EPA proposed listing the Ryeland Road Arsenic 
Site located in Heidelberg Township, Berks 
County. Contamination to this site resulted from 
the manufacture of pesticides, paints, varnishes 
and acids by long-defunct companies in opera-
tion between 1920 and 1940. Pennsylvania also 
awaits li sting of the Safety Light site in Blooms-
burg, Columbia County. That site scored more 
than 70 points on the Hazard Ranking System, 
well over the 28.5 points required for li sting. 
Pennsylvania's Hazardous Sites Cleanup Act is 
comparable to the Superfund, dealing with a 
range of activities from spill prevention to the 
cleanup of contaminated sites. Since 1995, 
cleanups have been approved at more than 1,350 
properties in 63 of Pennsylvania's 67 counties, 
creating and/or retaining 30,000 jobs. 
The Hazardous Sites Cleanup Fund, which is the 
primary funding source for the state's brow n-
fields program, faces an uncertain fiscal future. 
The fund is drying up as the Legislature voted in 
2002 to turn off the flow from the Capital Stock 
and Franchise Tax, the previously dedicated 
funding source for HSCA. 
Governor Rendell's budget will provide $40 milli on over 
four years to clean up brownfield sites in Pennsylvania. 
Without new revenue, the program will be bankrupt in the 
coming fiscal year. 
Source: DEP 

Gov. Edward G. Rendell l ast week urged the U.S. 
Senate to reinstate the federal Superfund tax that ex-
pired in 1995 to ensure the continued cleanup of 
some of the nation's worst hazardous waste sites, 
including priority spots in Pennsylvania. 
ªEach cleanup that gets delayed because of funding 
constraints puts Commonwealth residents and the 
citizens of this nation in jeopardy,º Governor 
Rendell said. ªWithout reauthorization, taxpayers 
are going to be stuck with the multi -billi on dollar 
burden of cleaning up these abandoned and poi-
soned lands.º 
Created by the Comprehensive Environmental Re-
sponse Compensation Liabili ty Act in the 1980s, the 
Superfund Trust Fund, financed with modest taxes 
on industries that handle the petroleum and hazard-
ous chemicals most often found on polluted sites, 
helped to pay for the cleanup of contaminated sites 
when ownership was unknown or bankrupt. 
In 1995, when the Superfund was flush with cash, 
Congress allowed the taxes to expire and has yet to 
reauthorize them. Once a self-replenishing pot of $4 
billi on, the Superfund went bankrupt last fall , threat-
ening efforts to address 1,240 sites, including 92 in 
Pennsylvania, that the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency has on its cleanup list. The fund cur-
rently has a $175 milli on shortfall . 
In letters to Pennsylvania Sens. Arlen Specter and 
Rick Santorum, Governor Rendell urged their sup-
port of an amendment to the fiscal year 2005 budget 
resolution (S. Con. Res. 95), which would reinstate 
the tax on polluters. A Senate vote could come as 
early as this week. 
ªThe viabili ty of the Superfund is necessary to r e-
move environmental harms and public health risks 
posed by some of the nation's worst hazardous 
waste sites,º Governor Rendell said. ªGiven the 
mounting federal budget deficit, we cannot expect 
cleanups to be financed out of the general treasury, 
which is why the Superfund needs this dedicated 
funding. An empty Superfund means scaled back 
remedial activities and delays in li sting sites that 
really need work.º 


