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DEP AWARDS $100,00 GROWING GREENER

GRANT TO URBAN REDEVELOPMENT AU-

THORITY FOR RESTORATON ONTHE NINE
MILE RUN WATERSHED

Environmental Protedion Southwest Regional Direc-
tor Ken Bowman today presented a $100,000Grow-
ing Greener grant to the Urban Redevel opment Au-
thority for restoration work in the Nine

God Bless America

DEP FACILITATES DRAFT PLAN TO DEAL
WITH ETNA FLOODING

DEP Meds With Etna, Pine Creek Watershed Mu-
nicipal Officials

ETNA, ALLLEGHENY COUNTY: Environ-
mental Protedion Seaetary Katie McGinty met
with Etna Borough and other Pine Creek Water-
shed municipal officials Tuesday night to dscuss
adraft plan to ded with future floodng in Etna,
Allegheny Courty.

“We ae pleased to say that we have made tenta-
tive ggreements with Etna, the Pennsylvania De-

Mile Watershed that will help to stabili ze
parts of atrall and revegetate the slag pile
below the Summerset at Frick Park Devel-
opment in Pittsburgh, Allegheny Courty.
“Thisis aperfed example of the innova-
tive ways the department can address
pressing environmental issues, while & the
same time partnering with locd watershed associa-
tions and the private sector,” Bowman said. “This

O

partment of Transportation and Allegheny Valley
Rail road to remove the Bailey and All e-
gheny Valley Railroad bridges and re-
D the $15milli on state Route 8 construc-
tion projed startsin 2005, Seaetary
McGinty said. “Raising the bridges will
certainly minimize debris colledion at
those structures and help to reduce
basement flooding in the mmmunity.”

placethem with higher structures when
DEP developed adraft adion dan presented to

work is being done on a brownfields ste

that has been turned into a beautiful hous- v?/-ar.]seinlc?r%%%%rr?]r:lt Fggﬁ_iggggugﬂCﬁ'}iigl%%?:_a'
Ing development nea one of Mttsburgh’s lion awarded by the fnents of the plan include the demoliti on

crowning jewels, Frick Park. These locd
eff orts are dsolutely essentia to the
Growing Greener partnership. We need to
continue to provide investmentsin pro-
jedsthat can help us achieve such as-
tounding successin cleaning up the envi-
ronment and revitali zing communiti es.”
The $100,000grant was among $5.5mil-
lion awarded by the department Nov. 4to
help locd conservation organizations fi-
nance ®ntinuing efforts to clean upwa-
tersheds, enhance eavironmental protec-
tion and revitalize communiti es aaossPennsylvania
That statewide

(continued on page 2)
total is sgnificantly lessthan previous years. Many
watershed groups were turned dowvn or had their

department Nov. 4to
help locd conservation
organizations finance

continuing effortsto
clean upwatersheds,
enhance environmental
protedion and revital-

ize dmmmunities

aaossPennsylvania.

andraising of two hridges over Pine
Creek below the MaeWest Bend to re-
duce debris blockage.

Allegheny Valley Railroad has agreed
to removeitsrailroad bridge andre-
placeit with ahigher one or allow
PennDOT to doso duing the state
Route 8 roadwork. PennDOT has
agreed to evaluate raising the Crescent
Stred Bridge and associated grading on
Grant Stred foll owing the road next

summer.

“Etna Borough is happy to finally see pasitive

steps toward floodreductionin Etna,” Borough
(continued onpage 3)
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NINE MILE RUN WATERSHED
(continued)

NINE MILE RUN WATERSHED
(continued

grants substantially reduced because Governor Ed-
ward G. Rendell’ s $800milli on bondiniti ative to
expand and enhance Growing Greener has nat been
passed by the legislature.

Bowman stressed that more grants would have
bean awarded and dazens of grants would have re-
caved substantialy more fundng if the Gover-
nor’s plan to expand and enhance Growing
Greener had been pas=d.

4t is smply imperative that the Governor’siniti a
tive be taken upand passed as quickly as possble,°
Bowman said. 3Vithou additional resources, pros-
peds for the future are grim. The Governor’s plan
will help us amplify our eff orts to ensure signifi-
cant results, just as this projed in the Nine Mile
Run Watershed demonstrates.®

The Urban Redevelopment Authority will work
with the Nine Mile Run Watershed Asciation
and the Summerset Land Development Associates
to replant the hill of slag located below the Cres-
cent Park in the Summerset Development with na-
tive plants and gasss. Plantings will also be
placel along the old Jeep Trail nea Nine Mile
Run. Thetrail isto be developed later asarunning
and walking trail along the valley floor.

When completed, the projed will deaease non-
point source pall ution associated with stream bank
and hll side gosion and will im prove the quality of
the water in Nine Mile Run.

DEP receved nearly 450 applicaions for water-
shed restoration and protedion projeds.

Along with Growing Greener, DEP also annourced
Clean Water and Mineral Resources grants and
contrads. The breakdown includes: $5.5millionin
Growing Greener grants; $3.7millionin Nonpadnt
Source Implementation Program Grants, funded
through Section 319h) of the Federal Clean Water
Act; $5.9milli on from the federal Officeof Sur-
face Mining; $2.6milli onfrom the Orphan Oil and
Gas Well Plugging Fund and the Abandaned Well
Plugging Fund $1 milli on in Watershed Contrads;
$5 millionfor the required state match for the fed-
eral Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program;

and $3.9milli onto support 64 courty conserva-
tion dstrict watershed spedali st positions.

The grants will facilit ate environmental im-
provements that include the plugging of 344
wells; redamation d 250 aaes of abandored
mines; credion a restoration d 21 aaes of wet-
lands; improvement of 15 miles of streamsim-
paded by non-paoint source palution; planting of
12 miles of riparian bufer; enhancementsto 15
miles of stream banks; and formation d three
new watershed groups.

For more information onGrowing Greener, visit
DEP s Web site & www.dep.state.pa.us, Key-
word: @DEP Growing Greener.°

Source DEP
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Kentucky Research Foundation Signs $9 Million
Clean Coal Agreement

Manager Mary Ellen Ramage said. @Secretary
McGinty visited ou borough in September af-
ter Hurricane Frances and promised to be back
to help us. She was here today to make the ac-
tion dan aredity.°

The adion dan aso includes the install ation o
badflow prevention cevicesto help prevent
water from bading up into basement drains
and replacement of sewer overflow flap gates.
The plan would include treeremoval from the
streams, as well as other in-stream work at
several locations to help with stream drainage
and cebris control. It also encourages gorm-
water management ordinance aforcement.
gor thefirst timein 18yeas, DEP, Penn-
DQOT, Allegheny Courty and Etna officials, as
well astherailroad owvners, have cmme to-
gether for this common cause,® Secretary
McGinty said. 3Vhil e some of the detail s dill
need to beironed ou, everyoneisin agree-
ment that the borough would receve floodng
relief with the actions in the draft plan ds-
cussd tonight.°

DEP has extended the expired grant for the
floodcontrol work in Etnain the anourt of
$1.2milli onthrough December 2005.The
grant was given to Allegheny Courty foll ow-
ing the 1986floodfor stream restoration and
flood potedion.On Nov. 10,DEP approved
the release of some of this money to Etnafor
engineaing costs for flood relief.

The maority of Etnaislocaed in aflood gain
along Pine Creek. The Sept. 17 remnants of
Hurricane lvan flooded Etna with six inches of
rain in a 14-hour period.

Source DEP

New Plant Will Make Commercial Use of Coa Com-
bustion Byproduct

A tean led by the University of Kentucky Research
Foundiation d Lexington, Ky., recently signed an
agreement to begin work ona $9 milli on cost-shared
projed under the first round d the President's 10-
yea, $2-billi on Clean Coa Power Initiative.

The projed will focus on reducing greenhouse gas
emissons. Thisisjust one of the goals of the Clean
Coal Power Initiative, which isamed at addressng
the Nation's increasing demand for eledricity while &
the same time providing a seaure, low-cost energy
sourcefriendly to the environment. The projed will
be equally co-funded by the participants and the En-
ergy Department.

The University of Kentucky Research Foundtion,
along with CEMEX USA and LG&E Energy Corpo-
ration, dan to buld anear-commercial-scale fadlity
cdled a aal utili zation byproduct beneficiation dant
onthe grounds of the 2,200 megawatt Ghent Power
Stationin Ghent, Ky. The research team will demon-
strate an advanced processto separate unburned car-
bonfrom power plant ash or ash pond and recycle it
for fuel. During the process the ah is upgraded to
produce pozzolan, adurable dternative to Portland
cement. Other beneficia byproducts include aggregate
concrete material, graded construction fill -sand, recy-
cled carbonfuel, and a polymer fill er for plastics.
The production d pozzolan reduces the manufadure
of Portland cement, a significant generator of the
greenhouse gas carbon doxide. Manufaduring Port-
land cement releases about 1 ton d carbon doxide to
the amosphere per ton d cement produced. Estimates
are that the pozzolan byproduct can replaceupto 30
percent of the Portland cement used to make concrete.
The Energy Department's award to the Univ ersity of
(continued on page 4)
Kentucky Research Foundationisthe fifth of six
awardsin round e of the Clean Coa Power Initia-
tive. Together, the projects will resolve anumber of
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Clean Coal Agreement

L egislature Recesses Without Passng
Growing Greener ||

environmental isues associated with the use of
fossil fuels while providing high-efficiency, low-
cost, eledricity generating capacity for the future.
Source DOE

groups throughou the Commonwedth. That be-
came dea Nov. 4when the department awarded
$5.5millionto help locd conservation aganiza-
tions finance @ntinuing efforts to clean upwater-
sheds, enhance eawvironmental protedion and revi-
talize communities aaossPennsylvania. That total
is sgnificantly lessthan previous yeas. Many wa-
tershed groups were turned dovn o had their
grants substantially reduced because Governor Ed-
ward G. Rendell's $800milli on bondiniti ative to
expand and enhance Growing Greener has nat been
passed by the legislature.

It is sSmply imperative that the Governor'siniti a
tive be taken upand passed as quickly as possble.
Growing Greener |l remains criticd to Pennsyl-
vanias abili ty to take on many more of its most se-
rious environmental isues while aeding the jobs
the state aiticdly needs and ensuring the highest
standards of environmental protedionand pubdic
hedth.

Source DEP

In aletter sent to the Governor on July 4, when
the General Assembly broke for summer recess
House and Senate leaders committed to enading
Growing Greener |l legislation kefore the end o
the two-yea 200304 |egidative sesson. Signed
by Sen. David aC hip° Brightbill and Rep. Sam
Smith, the letter stated: AV e believethat by work-
ing together we can enact legislation thisfall that
would pu anenvironmental bondisaue before the
voters at the Spring 2005 pimary dedion.” Un-
fortunately, that has not happened.

With much work still to be dore, the legislature
recessed in the early morning hours Nov. 21with-
out passng thisimportant initiative to suppat lo-
cd watershed groups, econamic redevel opment of
abandored pdluted properties, remediation o
abandored mine lands and farmland preservation,
and improve the overall quality of lifein Pennsyl-
vania.

Governor Rendell continuesto insist on the pas-
sage of Growing Greener || because the key pro-
grams it finances are dangerously short of funds.
First and foremost is the state's Hazardous Sites
Cleanup Fund. According to the latest accourting
from the Comptroll er's Office, the fundis head-
ing toward a deficit in the 200405 fiscal year.
The department already has gopped new remedia-
tion projeds andis prioritizing those in progress
because of the fiscal crisisfaang the program. In
addition, the state may have to ndify the federal
government that DEP isnolonger in apositionto
med its obli gations under the Resource Conserva-
tionand Recovery Act (RCRA) and the Compre-
hensive Environmental Response Compensation
Liability Act (CERCLA), commonly referred to
as Superfund

DEP also testified repeatedly and the Governor
warned that faili ng to support Growing Greener 1|
would mean devastating cuts for watershed

Growing Greener Il (continued)




