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Just as America's energy past is grounded right 
here in Pennsylvania, so is the nation's energy fu-
ture. Pennsylvania is establishing itself as a leader 
in building and deploying a robust diversity of en-
ergy technologies. The Rendell Administration al-
ready has advanced clean and renewable energy 
projects with measurable impacts on pollution re-
duction, environmental protection and economic 
growth. Improving our energy infrastructure is 
criti cal not only to environmental improvement, 
but also to economic development and a higher 
quali ty of li fe in Pennsylvania.  

Pennsylvania Energy Harvest:  The 
Rendell Administration launched Penn-
sylvania's first-ever grant program to 
finance the implementation of clean and 
renewable energy technologies, such as 
biomass, solar power, wind power and 
other sources that will help to improve 
air quali ty, preserve land and protect 

watersheds. The program has been a wonderful 
success, with 139 applications requesting $45 mil-

lion in funding that will l everage $96 
milli on in private investment. Embrac-
ing new technologies will ensure the 
state realizes dividends in environ-
mental protection and economic 
growth.  
'Green' Power Purchases Doubled: 
The Rendell Administration doubled 
the state's commitment to its Green 
Power program, requiring state facil i-
ties to meet 10 percent of their energy 
needs through renewable energy 
sources. Encouraging Commonwealth 
agencies to use energy sources such as 

biomass, wind, solar, small -scale hydroelectric, 
landfill methane, coal-bed methane and waste-coal 
will help to create markets for sources that  
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January 5--State Health Secretary Dr. Calvin B. John-
son today reported an additional human case of West 
Nile virus in Pennsylvania. The case involves a four-
year-old girl from Franklin County.  
This case developed in December, 2003, 
so is counted in that year's total. This 
brings to 245 the number of Pennsylvani-
ans diagnosed with West Nile virus in 
2003, with eight deaths. 
WAGING THE WEST NILE WAR IN 

WINTER 
            While hot summer days and pesky mosquitoes 
are far from our thoughts now, you can fire the first 
shot in the 2003 West Nile virus war as 
the calendar prepares to turn from winter 
to spring.  As the last of the winter snow 
melts away and temperatures begin to 
edge up, this is the time to look around 
your property and get rid of places where 
mosquitoes could begin breeding in just a 
few short weeks. 
            Probably shortly after Labor Day, 
you covered your swimming pool, and 
made it ready for winter.  While that cover 
protected your pool water over the cold 
months, the cover itself gathers small pud-
dles of water on its surface.  You should 
either set your pool cover so it will not re-
tain water, or every few days remove this water, 
which will otherwise bring you unwanted mosque 
                       (continued on page 2) 
toes before you re-open the pool as Memorial Day ap-
proaches.  Don’ t forget other tarps and covers in your 
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To be successful, the West Nile fight 
must take place in backyards and neighborhood 
parks all across Pennsylvania, and the fight 
starts today. 

Once the snow is all gone and you start thinking 
about yard work, make one of your first chores rak-

ing leaves from low lying areas in your yard.   
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yard that can also hold small pools of water.  Either 
remove these covers, set them so they don’ t retain 
water, or be dili gent about dumping that water 
every few days.  Once mosquito season arrives in 
mid- to late-April , it only takes about four days for 
stagnant water to become home to mosquito larvae.   
            Last October brought us Pennsylvania’s 
beautiful fall foliage.  By Thanksgiving, most of 
the deciduous trees were bare.  Many of those 
leaves drifted into gutters and spouting on homes.  
A pile of leaves in spouting will collect small , shal-
low pools of water with the spring rains, and be-
come a home for many mosquitoes as April blends 
into May.  Clean those gutters and spouting of 
leaves now. 
            You may also have some pots or other con-
tainers for plants and gardening outside.  These 
types of containers can hold just the right amount 
of water for mosquitoes to breed in, so make sure 
the water is dumped from these before warm 
weather arrives, too.  Don’ t forget about items like 
birdbaths, either. 
            If you have any old tires on your property, 
store them in the garage, if possible.  If not, make 
sure you get the standing water out of these.  Tire 
piles are notorious as high density housing for 
mosquitoes.  Tires and the other containers li sted 
above are particular trouble spots when it comes to 
West Nile virus.  That’s because, of the 60 or so 
mosquito species that call Pennsylvania home, 
about half are known to carry the virus.  The spe-
cies most likely to be carriers are known as 
“container breeders” , for their tendency to breed in 
shallow pools of stagnant water, such as those that 
collect in tires, flower pots, and spouting.   
            Finally, once the snow is all gone and you 
start thinking about yard work, make one of your 
first chores raking leaves from low lying areas in 
your yard.  Just like in gutters and spouting, small 
piles of leaves in low spots will collect and hold 
just the right amount of water for our small winged 
nemesis.   

Very soon, field teams from Pennsylvania’s 

Department of Environmental Protection and our 
county government partners will be setting traps 
and starting an aggressive mosquito surveill ance 
and control program throughout the common-
wealth.  While Pennsylvania had its share of 
West Nile virus problems last year, the outbreak 
here was better contained than in most other 
states, because of this aggressive and proactive 
program.  However, to be successful, the West 
Nile fight must take place in backyards and 
neighborhood parks all across Pennsylvania, and 
the fight starts today. 

Source: DEP 
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Improving our energy infrastructure is criti cal 
not only to environmental improvement, but also 
to economic development and a higher quali ty of 

li fe in Pennsylvania 

Just as America©s energy past is grounded right here 
in Pennsylvania, so is the nation©s energy 

 future.  
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offer measurable environmental benefits and 
make economic sense.  
©Green© Buildings Lead Nation: After the re-
cent certification of the Pittsburgh Convention 
Center, Pennsylvania now leads the nation with 
eight buildings certified under the internationally 
recognized Leadership in Energy and Environ-
mental Design (LEED) program. The Rendell 
Administration is promoting environmental con-
sciousness in architectural designs. Green build-
ings use less water and electricity than other 
buildings and utili ze environmentally friendly 
and recycled construction materials; they pro-
mote technology that can preserve resources and 
save money; and they offer tremendous health 
benefits, especially for students.  
Waymart Wind Energy Center : Pennsylvania 
is the leader on the East Coast of the United 
States in wind energy production. Adding to the 
state©s reputation as a leader is the new 65-
megawatt Waymart Wind Energy Center, now 
online with 20 turbines in Canaan Township and 
23 turbines in Clinton Townships, both in 
Wayne County.  
Reliant Waste Coal Power Station: Pennsyl-
vania is now home to a 521-megawatt power sta-
tion that will use advanced technology to convert 
waste coal to energy, cleaning up 60 milli on tons 
of coal in some 40 refuse piles in the Cone-
maugh Valley. Reliant Energy©s plant, built on a 
brownfield site in southwestern Pennsylvania, 
will provide jobs for about 330 people in the re-
gion while putting to use an energy source that 
otherwise would be a threat to our environment. 
The plant will produce more than twice the 
power with lower air emissions than the plant it 
is replacing.  
Coal Mine Gases: An Alternative Energy 
Source: An affili ate of RAG American Coal Co. 
in southwestern Pennsylvania will capture coal 
mine gas being vented into the air and put the 
fuel to use as an alternative energy source. This 

innovative project will eliminate almost 600,000 tons 
of methane emissions each year while helping to ad-
dress problems caused by the tight supply of natural 
gas. The plant is capable of processing 5.75 milli on 
cubic feet of coal mine methane per day, which is 
equivalent to 4.95 milli on cubic feet of pipeline qual-
ity methane gas, or enough to heat 15,000 homes for 
a year.  
Office of Energy & Technology Development: 
With energy issues at the forefront across the nation, 
the Rendell Administration distinguished Pennsyl-
vania as a leader in energy security by launching an 
energy and technology deputate within DEP. Even as 
the federal government implements rollbacks that 
take America in exactly the wrong direction, the 
Rendell Administration led the way to promote new 
energy technologies and encourage markets that will 
help Pennsylvania realize dividends in environmental 
protection, economic growth and energy security. 
Source: DEP 
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Despite a year of painful budget cuts, the Rendell Ad-
ministration maintained a superior level of  

environmental protection,  
Marking Other Significant Victor ies for Public 

Health & t he Environment 
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Despite a year of painful budget cuts, the Rendell Admini-
stration maintained a superior level of environmental pro-
tection, ensuring critical compliance programs remained 
fully operational and effective. DEP succeeded in carrying 
out the Governor©s pledge to revitalize communities by ad-
vancing policies and initiatives that foster a climate of en-
vironmentally sound, sustained economic growth and turn-
ing environmental challenges into opportunities.  
Mammography Inspection Program Top-Notch: Penn-
sylvania became the first state in the nation with a "quick 
response" plan that allows DEP to act to ensure the state©s 
406 federally approved mammography facilities comply 
with stringent federal quality standards. The department 
also is introducing a Web site and quarterly news release to 
give women easy access to important inspection informa-
tion on their mammography facility. Women can be confi-
dent that mammography facilities are providing these life-
saving tests in a safe and reliable manner, as a performance 
audit by the Auditor General©s Off ice proved.  
 
Protecting Natural Resources: Outdoor recreational tour-
ism is an economic force in Pennsylvania. That is a leading 
reason why the Rendell Administration denied Sechan 
Limestone Industries Inc.©s request to operate a 42-acre re-
sidual waste landfill near McConnell©s Mill State Park. The 
park includes a portion of the Slippery Rock Creek Gorge. 
The stream is a favorite fishing spot and provides drinking 
water for about 40,000 people, and the 2,500-acre state 
park is a vital resource for the surrounding communities.  
Enhanced Vehicle Safety Inspections: The Rendell Ad-
ministration ended a decade of battles and lawsuits brought 
by environmental groups and others to force the state to 
comply with the federal air quality standards. DEP and 
PennDOT crafted an agreement to put in place a vehicle 
emissions testing program that ensures cleaner, healthier 
air without unduly burdening Pennsylvania©s drivers.  
Landmark Case on Little Juniata River : DEP, the De-
partment of Conservation and Natural Resources and the 
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission filed a historic 
suit to safeguard the public©s right to fish, boat and recreate 
on a 1.3-mile section of the Little Juniata River. The 
Rendell Administration filed the suit to reinforce that the 
waters of the Commonwealth are held in trust by the state 
for the benefit of the public.  
Emergency E-Mail Notification System: The Rendell 
Administration is a leader in efforts to enhance homeland 

security and provide a more vigilant guard for resi-
dents. The state©s emAlert system links DEP elec-
tronically with the operators of critical infrastructure 
facilities at more than 5,000 sites throughout Penn-
sylvania. This innovative system ensures people op-
erating these vital facilities will know what they need 
to do to protect our citizens and our environment in 
the event of an emergency.  
Asthma Management Program: Because asthma is 
the leading cause of childhood hospitalization, long-
term illness and school absenteeism in Pennsylvania, 
the Rendell Administration moved aggressively to 
provide $37,150 to Crozer-Keystone Health System©s 
Kids Asthma Management Program (KAMP), which 
screened 4,658 students over the last three years and 
provided asthma information to nearly 9,000 stu-
dents, school personnel, health-care providers and 
residents in Delaware County.  
Radon Awareness Campaign: Radon is the second 
leading cause of lung cancer in the United States. 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention esti-
mates this colorless, odorless gas causes 15,000 
deaths each year in America. DEP estimates as many 
as 40 percent of Pennsylvania homes have radon lev-
els greater than the guideline set by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency. The Rendell Administra-
tion launched a campaign to raise awareness and help 
residents get the information they need to keep their 
homes and families safe.  
Ban on Hazardous Fertilizers: In cooperation with 
the Department of Agriculture, DEP took steps to 
prohibit the sale of Ironite-brand fertilizers in Penn-
sylvania. The fertilizers, which are manufactured 
from mine tailings at an abandoned silver and zinc 
mine in Arizona, contain dangerously high levels of 
arsenic and lead, and were sold statewide at national 
and local garden centers. Pennsylvania was one of 
the first states to take action against Ironite. 
 
Source: DEP 
 
 


