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Additional Human West Nile Case Reported

January 5--State Health Seaetary Dr. Calvin B. John-
sontoday reported an additional human case of West
Nilevirusin Pennsylvania. The caseinvalves afour-
yea-old girl from Franklin Courty.

God Bless America

Making Pennsylvania a L eader in Advanced En-
ergy Tedhnology

Just as Americds energy past is grounded right
here in Pennsylvania, so is the nation's energy fu-
ture. Pennsylvaniais establi shing itself as aleader
in bulding and deploying arobust diversity of en-
ergy tedindogies. The Rendell Administration al-
realy has advanced clean and renewable energy
projeds with measurable impads on pdlutionre-
duction, environmental protedion and econamic
growth. Improving our energy infrastructureis
criticd not only to environmental improvement,
but also to econamic development and a higher

This case developed in December, 2003
so iscounted in that year'stotal. This
brings to 245the number of Pennsylvani-
ans diagnosed with West Nilevirusin
2003, with eight deaths. &I
WAGING THE WEST NILE WAR IN
WINTER

While hot summer days and pesky mosquitoes
are far from our thoughts now, you can fire the first
shot in the 2003West Nile virus war as

quality of lifein Pennsylvania.
Pennsylvania Energy Harvest: The
Rendell Administration launched Penn-
sylvanias first-ever grant program to

D financethe implementation d clean and

renewable energy technologies, such as
biomass solar power, wind paver and
other sources that will help to improve
air quality, preserve land and proted

watersheds. The program has been awonderful

success with 139appli cations requesting $45mil-

the cdendar prepares to turn from winter
to spring. Asthe last of the winter snow
melts away and temperatures begin to
edge up, thisisthetime to look arourd
your property and get rid of places where
mosquitoes could begin breading in just a
few short weeks.

Probably shortly after Labor Day,
you covered your swimming pod, and
made it ready for winter. While that cover
proteded your pod water over the wld
months, the cover itself gathers snall pud-
dles of water onits surface Youshoud
either set your pod cover so it will not re-
tain water, or every few days remove this water,
which will otherwise bring you urwanted mosque

(continued on page 2)
toes before you re-open the pod as Memorial Day ap-
proaches. Don't forget other tarps and coversin your

This brings to 245 lionin fundng that will | everage $9%
the number of
Pennsylvanians
diagnosed with
West Nilevirusin
2003, with eight
deaths.

millionin private investment. Embrac-
ing new technologies will ensure the
state redi zes dividends in environ-
mental protection and econamic
growth.

'Green' Power Purchases Doubled:
The Rendell Administration doulbed
the state's commitment to its Green
Power program, requiring state fadli-
tiesto med 10 percent of their energy
needs through renewable energy
sources. Encouraging Commonwedth
agenciesto use energy sources sich as
biomass wind, solar, small-scde hydroeledric,
landfill methane, coal-bed methane and waste-coal
will help to creae markets for sources that
(continued on page 3)
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Oncethe snow is al gone and you start thinking
abou yard work, make one of your first chores rak-
ing leaves from low lying areasin your yard.

To be succesdul, the West Nil e fight
must take placein backyards and neighborhoad
parks all acrossPennsylvania, and the fight
starts today.

yard that can also hdd small pods of water. Either
remove these cvers, set them so they dorit retain
water, or be dili gent about dumping that water
every few days. Once mosquito seasonarrivesin
mid- to late-April , it only takes abou four days for
stagnant water to beaome home to mosquito larvae.

Last October brought us Pennsylvania's
beautiful fall foliage. By Thanksgiving, most of
the dedduous trees were bare. Many of those
leaves drifted into gutters and spouting on hames.
A pile of leavesin spouing will colled small, shal-
low pods of water with the spring rains, and be-
come ahome for many mosquitoes as April blends
into May. Clean those gutters and spouting of
leaves now.

Y oumay also have some pats or other con-
tainers for plants and gardening outside. These
types of containers can hold just the right amourt
of water for mosqguitoesto breed in, so make sure
the water is dumped from these before warm
wedher arrives, too. Don't forget abou items like
birdbaths, either.

If you have any old tires onyour property,
store them in the garage, if possble. If not, make
sure you get the standing water out of these. Tire
pil es are notorious as high density housing for
mosquitoes. Tires and the other containers li sted
abowe are particular trouble spats when it comesto
West Nilevirus. That's becuse, of the 60 a so
mosquito spedesthat cdl Pennsylvaniahome,
abou half are known to carry the virus. The spe-
ciesmost likely to be carriers are known as
“container breeders”, for their tendency to breed in
shallow pods of stagnant water, such as those that
colled intires, flower pots, and spouing.

Finally, oncethe snow isal gone and you
start thinking about yard work, make one of your
first choresraking leaves from low lying areasin
your yard. Just likein gutters and spouting, small
piles of learesin low spotswill colleda and hdd
just the right amourt of water for our small winged
nemesis.

Very soon,field teams from Pennsylvania’'s

Department of Environmental Protedion and ou
courty government partners will be setting traps
and starting an aggressve mosquito surveill ance
and control program throughou the coommon-
wedth. While Pennsylvania had its share of
West Nil e virus problems last year, the outbreak
here was better contained than in most other
states, because of this aggressve and poadive
program. However, to be successul, the West
Nil e fight must take place in badkyards and
neighbarhood parks all acrossPennsylvania, and
the fight starts today.

Source DEP



Improving our energy infrastructureis criticd
nat only to environmental improvement, but also
to econamic development and a higher quality of

lifein Pennsylvania
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Just as America®s energy past is grounded right her
in Pennsylvania, so isthe nation©s energy
future.

offer measurable environmental benefits and
make e@namic sense.

©Green© Buildings L ead Natiomfter the re-
cent certification d the Pittsburgh Convention
Center, Pennsylvanianow |leads the nation with
eight buil dings certified under the internationally
reaognized Leadership in Energy and Environ-
mental Design (LEED) program. The Rendell
Administrationis promoting environmental con-
sciousnessin architectural designs. Green buld-
ings use lesswater and eledricity than ather
buildings and uili ze environmentally friendly
and recycled construction materials; they pro-
mote tecdhndogy that can preserve resources and
save money; and they offer tremendous hedth
benefits, especially for students.

Waymart Wind Energy Center: Pennsylvania
isthe leader onthe East Coast of the United
States in wind energy production. Adding to the
state©s reputation as a leader is the new 65
megawatt Waymart Wind Energy Center, now
online with 20turbinesin Canaan Township and
23turbinesin Clinton Townships, bahin
Wayne County.

Reliant Waste Coal Power Station: Pennsyl-
vaniais now home to a 521-megawatt power sta-
tionthat will use advanced techndogy to convert
waste mal to energy, cleaning up 60milliontons
of coal in some 40 refuse pilesin the Cone-
maugh Valley. Reliant Energy©s plant, bult ona
brownfield site in southwestern Pennsylvania,
will provide jobs for about 330 peoplein there-
gionwhile putting to use a energy source that
otherwise would be athred to ou environment.
The plant will produce more than twicethe
power with lower air emissons than the plant it
iIsreplaang.

Coal Mine Gases: An Alternative Energy
Source An affili ate of RAG American Coa Co.
in southwestern Pennsylvaniawill cgpture mal
mine gas being vented into the ar and pu the
fuel to use & an aternative energy source. This

innovative projed will eliminate dmost 600,000tons
of methane emissons each yea whil e helping to ad-
dress problems caused by the tight supdy of natural
gas. The plant is cgpable of processng 5.75million
cubic feet of coal mine methane per day, whichis
equivalent to 4.95milli on cubic feet of pipeline qual-
ity methane gas, or enough to heat 15,000 hones for
ayea.

Officeof Energy & Tedwnology Development:
With energy isaues a the forefront aaossthe nation,
the Rendell Administration d stinguished Pennsyl-
vania & alealer in energy security by launching an
energy and techndogy deputate within DEP. Even as
the federal government implements roll bads that
take Americain exadly the wrong direction, the
Rendell Administration led the way to promote new
energy techndogies and encourage markets that will
help Pennsylvaniareali ze dividends in environmental
protedion, econamic growth and energy seaurity.
Source DEP
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Marking Other Significant Victoriesfor Public
Health & t he Environment

Despite ayear of painful budget cuts, the Rendell Ad-
mi nistration maintained a superior level of
environmental protection,

Despite ayear of painful budget cuts, the Rendell Admini-
stration maintained a superior level of environmental pro-
tection, ensuring critical compliance programs remained
fully operational and effective. DEP succealed in carrying
out the Governor©s pledge to revitalize communiti es by @
vancing palicies andinitiatives that foster a climate of en-
vironmentally sound,sustained economic growth and turn-
ing environmental challengesinto gpportunities.
Mammography Inspection Program Top-Notch: Penn-
sylvania became the first state in the nation with a"quick
response” plan that allows DEP to act to ensure the state©s
406federally approved mammography fadlities comply
with stringent federal quality standards. The department
alsoisintroducing a Web site and quarterly news release to
give women easy accessto important inspection informa-
tion ontheir mammography fadlity. Women can be confi-
dent that mammography fadlities are providing these life-
saving tests in a safe and reliable manner, as a performance
audit by the Auditor General©s Office proved.

Protecting Natural Resources. Outdoor recreational tour-
ismis an econamic force in Pennsylvania. That isaleading
reason why the Rendell Administration denied Sechan
Limestone Industries Inc.©s request to gperate adaae re-
sidua waste landfill near McConrell©s Mill State Park. The
park includes aportion d the Slippery Rock Creek Gorge.
The strean is afavorite fishing spot and provides drinking
water for about 40,000 people, and the 2,500-aae state
park is avital resourcefor the surrounding communities.
Enhanced Vehicle Safety | nspections: The Rendell Ad-
ministration ended a decade of battles and lawsuits brought
by environmental groups and ahersto forcethe state to
comply with the federal air quality standards. DEP and
PennDOT crafted an agreement to put in place avehicle
emissons testing program that ensures cleaner, heathier

air without unduly burdening Pennsylvania®©s drivers.
Landmark Caseon Little Juniata River: DEP, the De-
partment of Conservation and Natural Resources and the
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commissgon filed a historic
suit to safeguard the public©s right to fish, baat and reaeae
onal.3mile section of the Little Juniata River. The
Rendell Administration filed the suit to reinforcethat the
waters of the Commonwedth are held in trust by the state
for the benefit of the public.

Emergency E-Mail Notification System: The Rendell
Administrationis aleader in efforts to enhance homeland

seaurity and provide amore vigil ant guard for resi-
dents. The state©s emAlert system links DEP ele
tronically with the operators of critical infrastructure
facilities at more than 5,000 sites throughout Penn-
sylvania. Thisinnovative system ensures people op-
erating these vital facilitieswill know what they need
to doto proted our citizens and aur environment in
the event of an emergency.

Asthma M anagement Program: Because esthmais
the leading cause of childhood hapitalization, long-
term illness and school absenteeism in Pennsylvania,
the Rendell Administration moved aggressvely to
provide $37,150to Crozer-Keystone Health System®
Kids Asthma Management Program (KAMP), which
screened 4,658students over the last three yeas and
provided asthma information to nearly 9,000stu-
dents, schodl personrel, health-care providers and
residents in Delaware County.

Radon Awareness Campaign: Radonis the second
leading cause of lung cancer in the United States.
The Centersfor Disease Control and Prevention esti-
mates this colorless odorlessgas causes 15,000
deahs each yea in America. DEP estimates as many
as 40 percent of Pennsylvania homes have radonlev-
els greater than the guideline set by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency. The Rendell Administra-
tionlaunched a campaign to raise avareness and help
residents get the information they need to keep their
homes and families safe.

Ban on Hazardous Fertilizers: In cooperation with
the Department of Agriculture, DEP took stepsto
prohibit the sale of Ironite-brand fertilizersin Penn-
sylvania. The fertilizers, which are manufactured
from mine tailings at an abandored silver and zinc
minein Arizona, contain dangerously high levels of
arsenic and lead, and were sold statewide at national
and local garden centers. Pennsylvania was one of
thefirst states to take action against Ironite.

Source: DEP



