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Governor Edward G. Rendell announced recently the 
introduction of legislation for the proposed renewal 
and expansion of the state’s Growing Greener pro-
gram. State lawmakers who are sponsoring 
and supporting the legislation joined the 
Governor for the May 25 announcement 
“The Growing Greener II initiative wil l 
aid this Commonwealth in preserving our 
greatest treasure -- our environment,” 
Governor Rendell said. “By investing in 
the preservation of our farmlands, open 
space and other natural resources, we are investing in 
Pennsylvania’s future, creating a place where busi-
nesses can flourish and individuals and 
families blossom.”  
Governor Rendell outlined his vision for 
Growing Greener II, which includes a 
statewide referendum, during his budget 
address in February. Last week, Rep. 
Camille “Bud” George introduced House 
Bill 2621, with 38 co-sponsors from both 
parties. This bill would place the Growing 
Greener proposal on the November ballot, 
allowing the voters to decide whether the 
state may issue an $800 milli on bond to 
pay for the initiatives. 
House Bill 2010, sponsored by Rep. Dan 
Surra, would allow the Commonwealth to 
address hazardous and mine waste sites and acid mine 
drainage set 
                       (continued on page 2) 
backs, and to continue the preservation of the                         
state’s farm and forest lands. The bill also creates an 

Governor Rendell , House Democratic Members 
Unveil Growing Greener II Legislation 

Pennsylvania Among States to Sue  
West Virginia Coal Plants 

God Bless America 

Pennsylvania and three other states will sue the 
owner of f ive coal-fired power plants in West Vir-
ginia for violating the Clean Air Act, after the fed-
eral government dropped its investigation of the 
power plants late last year. 
A Notice of Intent to Sue letter was sent to Alle-
gheny Energy Inc. identifying Clean Air Act vio-
lations at five power plants in West Virginia 
owned by the company. States joining in the legal 
action include Connecticut, New Jersey, New 
York and Pennsylvania. Allegheny Energy Inc. is 
based in Greensburg, Pa. 

An investigation undertaken by the fed-
eral Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) revealed that coal plants owned 
and operated by Allegheny Energy 
made major improvements without in-
stalli ng the legally required air pollu-
tion controls. As a result, they have 
continued to emit hundreds of thou-

sands of tons more pollution each year. 
In addition, the Notice of Intent to Sue letter iden-

tifies unpermitted modifications at 
three power plants in Pennsylvania, but 
the states have deferred joint action on 
those power plants since Pennsylvania 
has initiated its own investigation and 
is in discussions with Allegheny En-
ergy regarding those violations. 
The sulfur dioxide (SO2) and nitrogen 
oxide (NOx) emissions cause smog, 
acid rain, respiratory disease and many 
other harms. Allegheny Energy Inc. is 
the fifth largest emitter of sulfur diox-
ide and the tenth largest emitter of ni-
trogen oxide in the nation.  

After the federal government announced that EPA 
was dropping some 50 air pollution enforcement 
investigations, New York Attorney General 
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Eliot Spitzer obtained the comprehensive files on 
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Greener II legislation, visit www.
growinggreener2.org.  
Source: DEP 
 

opportunity for the Commonwealth to become a 
national leader in the production of alternative fu-
els and a redeveloper of community open space 
and housing opportunities.  
ªWith a preservation waiting list of almost 2,000 
farmers, 2,100 miles of polluted streams and more 
than 11,000 brownfield sites that all need attention, 
how could we not enact this legislation?º said Gov-
ernor Rendell . ªThere are multiple benefits to be 
gained from this proposed expansion. This isn't 
about politi cs. This is about Pennsylvania's quality 
of li fe. The Commonwealth and its citizens will be 
the winners.º 
The bill also includes fee proposals that are neces-
sary to keep the Hazardous Sites Clean-Up Fund 
from becoming bankrupt.  
House Bill 2628, sponsored by Rep. Daylin Leach, 
proposes a Green Sales Tax Holiday, which would 
cost $2.6 milli on in FY 2004-05 and grow to $5.8 
milli on in FY 2007-08. The sales tax holiday wil l 
make Energy Star products more competitive and 
would take place during the first full calendar 
weeks of May and December. 
ªThis package will provide the necessary revenue 
for the Commonwealth to increase its purchase of 
alternative fuels and to give the citizens of this 
state a tax-free incentive to purchase appliances 
that conserve energy,º said Governor Rendell .  
Last week, the Governor proposed the tax holiday 
as part of his plan to renew and expand Growing 
Greener. Under Governor Rendell 's proposed 
2004-05 budget, funds from an $800 milli on bond 
issue would be distributed among three areas over 
four years: 
$330 milli on for parks, open space and farmland.  
$300 milli on for environmental cleanup.  
$170 milli on to revitalize older communities. 
ªThis administration wil l continue to work hand-
in-hand with our Legislature to provide livable 
communities and a viable economy for Pennsylva-
nians,º said Governor Rendell . ªGrowing Greener 
II is the next best step we can take to create the vi-
brant Pennsylvania we all desire.º  
<> For more information on the proposed Growing 

2004 River Sweep 
 

15th annual Pennsylvania River Sweep to 
be held from 8 a.m. to noon June 19 in 
Allegheny, Armstrong, Beaver, Butler, 
Fayette, Greene, Somerset, Washington 
and Westmoreland counties.  
Last year, more than 1,000 volunteers col-
lected trash and debris along the Ohio, Al-
legheny, Beaver, Monongahela and 
Youghiogheny rivers and their tributaries.  
The River Sweep is the largest organized 
volunteer river cleanup effort in the coun-
try, winding through Pennsylvania, Ohio, 
Kentucky, Indiana, West Virginia and Illi-
nois, covering more than 2,400 miles of 
shoreline.  
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own investigation and discussions with Allegheny 
Energy regarding the three in-state plants, joining 
this broader suit emphasizes the importance of re-
gional partnerships in achieving air quali ty im-
provements and ensuring fairness. Pennsylvania 
and others in the Northeast all too often are put at a 
competitive disadvantage by shouldering the bur-
den of increased emissions from upwind states, es-
pecially in light of the unacceptable and unprece-
dented rollbacks at the federal level.º 
The air pollution violations underlying the an-
nouncement have taken place over more than a 
decade.  
The letter serves as notice of the violations upon 
which a lawsuit under the Clean Air Act might be 
based if a resolution of the matter is not reached.  
The case is being handled by New York Bureau 
Chief Peter Lehner, Assistant Attorneys General 
Jared Snyder and Jacob Holli nger, Connecticut As-
sistant Attorney General Kimberly Massicotte, 
New Jersey Assistant Attorney General Kevin Au-
erbacher, and Pennsylvania Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection Assistant Counsel Robert 
Reiley. 
The Notice of Intent to Sue Letter is available on 
the New York Attorney General's website at www.
oag.state.ny.us . 
 
Source: DEP 

these power plants. Today's action by the states 
ensures that years of investigatory work to ad-
vance environmental enforcement will be used 
to protect public health and the environment. 
New York Attorney General Eliot Spitzer said: 
ªAir pollution from coal -fired power plants is a 
serious threat to New York's environment and 
public health. It is disturbing that the federal 
government is no longer enforcing the Clean Air 
Act, and is in fact taking steps to sharply weaken 
it. New York and its partners will act if the fed-
eral government is unwilli ng to do so.º 
Connecticut Attorney General Richard Blumen-
thal said: ªThis Company must be held account-
able - just as we have done with other polluters - 
for stopping the steady stream of poison it spews 
daily into the air we breathe. States like Con-
necticut must act aggressively to stop air con-
tamination because of appalli ng, astonishing in-
action by federal agencies. We have made pro-
gress in court victories, but even more must be 
done by this united band of states committed to 
protect our citizens against unlawful air contami-
nation. This issue is a matter of li fe and death.º 
New Jersey Attorney General Peter Harvey said: 
ªFaced with federal regulators at the EPA who 
have abdicated their responsibili ty to enforce the 
Clean Air Act, we will j oin with these other 
states to ensure that corporate polluters are not 
permitted to defy the law and profit at the ex-
pense of our environment and the health of our 
citizens.º 
New Jersey Environmental Commissioner Brad-
ley Campbell said: ªOnce again, President Bush 
has failed the people of New Jersey and the 
Northeast by opting to protect the profits of pol-
luters rather than the health of citi zens and, once 
again, the states must fill t he void left by the fed-
eral government.º 
Pennsylvania Environmental Protection Secre-
tary Kathleen McGinty said: ªAlthough Pennsy l-
vania has acted independently by initiating its 
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Summer Picnics, Backyard Barbeques Raise Con-
cern for Waste Haulers, Landfill s 
 
With the holiday weekend launching a season of 
summer cookouts, Environmental Protection Deputy 
Secretary for Air, Recycling and Radiation Protec-
tion Nicholas DiPasquale is reminding Pennsylvani-
ans to take care when disposing of charcoal and 
other outdoor items to avoid hazards such as fires 
and protect the safety of waste haulers, landfill op-
erators and the public.  
ªIf carelessly managed, summertime household 
waste can create environmental and public health 
hazards,º DiPasquale said. ªImproperly disposed of 
items create the potential for fires, harmful vapors, 
chemical spill s and even explosions, and can endan-
ger sanitation workers and homeowners.º  
Homeowners should be especially careful when dis-
posing of the following items:  
Charcoal – Coals can remain hot enough to start a 
fire for several days and can cause fires in home 
trash cans, trash trucks and at landfill s. Always soak 
coals in water.  
Chlorine and Pool Chemicals – Many pool chemi-
cals such as chlorine, when mixed with other house-
hold chemicals, can create toxic fumes that can 
sicken family members and waste haulers, and can 
also react with other chemicals to cause fires.  
Paint – Tightly seal large amounts of paint and store 
upside down in the original container for future use 
or give excess paint to a friend or neighbor. Take 
oil -based paint, stain and thinner to household haz-
ardous waste collections whenever possible.  
Batteries – It is ill egal to dispose of automobile bat-
teries in your trash. Cell phone and computer batter-
ies contain metals and chemicals that are hazardous 
to the environment.  
Gasoline, Kerosene and Charcoal Lighter Fluid – 
Do not dispose of gas and lighter fluid cans unless 
they are empty. When disposing of empty cans, 
make sure the lids are removed to avoid fires and 
explosions.  

Pesticides, Cleaners and Degreasers – These 
items contain chemicals that can injure humans 
and animals, and can also pollute drinking water 
supplies.  
Gas Grill Canisters – Compressed gas containers 
present a risk of explosion that could kill or in-
jure sanitation workers and innocent bystanders. 
Make sure small canisters are empty. For larger 
tanks, check with a local propane dealer to see if 
they will recycle the tank.  
The best method to manage these materials is to 
avoid generating them by not purchasing more 
than you can use. Pennsylvania's Household 
Hazardous Waste Hotline at 1-800-346-4242 or 
county recycling coordinator can provide infor-
mation on proper disposal.  
Many communities conduct Household Hazard-
ous Waste collection events throughout the year. 
For a li st of county recycling coordinators and a 
schedule of these collections in your area, visit 
DEP's Web site at www.dep.state.pa.us, Key-
word: ªRecycling.º  
Source: DEP 


